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SUPJRCT: NATHAN GREGORY SILVERWASTER, ETAL Tt -
ESPIONAGE - R Kolomns —

BuFile 65-56402 _ Miss Gasdy -

e % : :
- ﬁice Memorindum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO s ]0?-. D. l{. LAD

oM ¢ MR, A, H. BEJA

SYNOPSIS:

In an article by the Alsop brothers dated Febdruary 19,
1554, it is pointed out that after Bentley came to the FBI a
"high level" dectsion was made to reactfvate Bentley aa a doubdle
agent, aond this effort continuec until October, 1946, at which
time it was abandoned, The article also states a 296 page sumnmary
was prepared in adbout October, 1946, and sent to the Attorney
General in December, 1946, It was stated until the attempt to
reactivate Bentley was abandoned, no legal action could be taken
but therecfter it was decided to present the case to G grand Jurye.

The Director asked for the facts, Fe did try to
— recctivate-Bentley starting in November, 1945, and did place her

{ in Touch with a number of the subjects ip the cases We earl
rgwww.w‘ because Behrtley
had been dropped from the apparatus earliere This was only ..
One. facel of our tnvestigation, and we were trying to oorroborate
Bentley's story by any 3nvestigative means possibles We g

Ugregare a_summary dated October 21, 1846, of 296 pages tn length

: whic
‘l

h was gent to the Aitorney Generagl by memorundum of November 27,

19 In the Fgl, early 1947, we were Ir %ny to get

he tt3?ﬁ?_/Erg‘lzg£¥%2§§;§n§§:EI§%ﬁiﬁa'asAjo what he Intenged
to do wiﬁﬂ:ﬁizfﬁigz:"“ZTTEF-iuch vactllation, the Attorney

I{@enercl Sinally decided to have the case presented to a Federal

grond Jure 7] T Q.

Essenticlly the facts in the article are correct, bdbut
lljflithe article overemphasizes the importonce of the attempt to
Q‘C
K

reactivate Bentley and the decision to present the case to a
grang Jury was not directly tied tn with our knowledge that
Bentley could not be reactivateds Our primary concern in late
1546 and early 1947, was to get a deciston made by the Attorney
General which would allow the caose to proceed ¥n a direction

8o thot action could be taken itnasmuch as we recognized the
security risk involved in the continued, @overnment employment
of these persons, it

' ' RECORDEN-m , , -~ + 7 a5 15 Fip 22
7zlsy4g1ﬁ s
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It would appear that the facts used dy the Alsop
brothers in their article must have come from someone Very
Somiliar with the case during the period it was presented
to the Department in the Fall of 1546,

ACTION:

Nones, The foregoing is in answer to the Dxrector'a
questions regarding the facts in this matters

DETAILS ¢

In connection with the attached article by Joseph
and Stewart Alsop, dated February 19, 1954, the Director
requested the facts concerning a nunber of points made in the
article, The article states that a "high level decision was
made to try to re-establish Miss Bentley as @ Communist,
thus permitting her to act as o double agents” Later it ts
stated that "the attempt to re-cstablish Miss Bentley continued
Jor severcl months ofter White was confirmed (ie February 6,
1946)e In the meantime, about 100 FBI agents were ossigned
to the New York area and a similar number to Fashington « e« ¢ o
In Octoder, 1946, the attempt to make Bentley a double agent
was abandoned,"

Comment » '
Immediately afiter Bentley told us her story in
Yovember, 1945, we atitempted to reactivate her into the
esptonage network, This was a proper investigative procedure,
and we would have been remiss in our responsibilities had we
not attempted this action, We had her contact a number of
persons tn the network but It soon dbecame evident to us that

ve could not successfully reactivate Bentley inasmuch as 8she
had been dropped from the apparatus at an earlier period, It
8 difficult to establish the definite date when we gave up eur
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attempts to reactivate her but in a memorandum from Mr, Tamnm

Ito the Director dated November 25, 1946, it ts stated "there
does not appear to be any possibility of a re-establishment
of the informant,”™ Actually it appears at & much earlier
date we knew that there was little likelihood of any succesa in
recctiveting Bentleys (65-56402-1756) The effort to reactivate
Bentley, however, was only one facet of our itnvestigative
efforts to gain corroboration of Bentley's storye The article
tends to overemphasize the importance of this itnvestigative stepe

The article also states "the FBI prepared @ 296 page
summary of all that had been learned since Viss Bentley made
her origincl charges, and this was delivered to the Attorney
General in December, 1946,™ It was also stated "until the
attempt to re-establish Uiss Bentley was gtven up, no legal
action could be taken against the people she had named,”™ The
article also states that it waes then decided to mresent the
Bentley charges to a grand Jurye

Commentg
Fe did prepare o summary entitled "Underground Soviet
Espionage Organization (NKVD) in Agencies of the United States
Government, " which was 296 pages in length, This summary was
dated October 21, 1946. This sunnary was sent to € ¢
General by memorandum quﬂuumﬂ&m;zz;_lgééé'rgt 13 not stricily
accurate to state that our attempts to recdylvate Bentley are
what held up action until the Fall of 1946, At that time we
wanted the Attorney General to maoke up his mind as to what course
of actton to follow, and there was considerable vactllation #n
the Department, and it was finally decided to bresent the oase
to @ grand Jjurye.

In @ memorandum from Ure Tamm to the Director doted

~ Jenuary 27, 1947, Mre Tamm said he attended @ meeting in the
Attorney General's office on the afternoon of that datee .Inm
addition to the Attorney General, Mre Te R. Caudle and
Mr. McInerney of the Criminal Diviston were present, During
the discussion Mr, Tamm expressed the Director's view that
the facts iIn the case would not sustain a prosecution, and that
it was the Director's view that he was reluctant to see the
case prosecuted, ond netedin the Amerasia case the prosecution
Satled miserably, The Attorney General stated he agreed,




It would appear that the Alsop brothers are fairly
accurate ¥n the facts on which they base their article although
they tend to overemphasize the importance of the attempts to
reactivate Bentleys It also appears that their information
nust have come from someone who was In the Department of Justioe
in the Fall of 1546 and who had knowledge of the case, including
length of our sumnary dated October 21, 1946,
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FROM 1

L. B. Nichols

SUBJECT "
[ Id
Elizabeth Bentley called. She stated she had been in %
Washington to give a pre-trial deposition in the W1111am Taylor libel
suit against the Scripps Howard papers. Taylor's attorney, Byron N.
~Scctt, with offices in the Wyatt Building, in his questioning of her,
indicated he had been in contact with Williarm~Remington or Remington's
;attorney; that he had asked her a long line of questions dealing with the
l perations of the FBI which she declined to answer on the grounds of
discharging her patriotic duty not to disclose confidential investigative
techniques., She further stated Mark Friedlander, attorney for the

Wacshington Daily News, objected at every step at questions asked by
Scatt and had promised to send her a copy of the transcript.

I think perhaps it might be well for us to get a_cooy of
this transcript, which I am sure I can arrange for through :
and will do so unless you feel it should not be done.

cc: Mr. Boardman
Mr. Belmont
LRN:MP
[ 108~ l?(@ g
PMENED- 4T S
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Aoais:tcnt Altorney General ’ =
Fillilca P, Tompkins ﬂ%f& Aungusé 30, 1054
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Director, F3I e
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\ ‘ _
HNATHAN GREGOSY SILVERMASTER, #1tA alicses, et al
ESPIQNAGE - R

o Pursuant to the reguest of Mr. Thomas K. Hall ™~
of your Divis{on, coples of the avatlabla pPhstagraphs of
the followin trdividuals mere“del tvered._.xt? tAhs office

of Mr. Jall by &r. Fillian Brontgan on Kugkst 23,. 1954,

-

i

Adler, Solomon - =~ . 5T12ar, Robert Talbott IIT

Fa

LBelfrage, Cedric Be<s ~"/\Purk, #illtan Zerbe
" Browder, Zarl ' I Perazich, George .
¢ ~~ZXlson, Rae o -~ Perlo, Victor
,, __TO0lasser, Harold ~._ Pravdina, Olga Borisovna
;/ _“Gold, Bela . ~Price, ary Folfe
) I Gold, Sonia ) .. “Price, XM{l3red
; . Golos, Jacob . ~—Redwmont, Bernard Sicir~y
_ .. Greenderg, Michael . ""“RBemington, Willicm Xaiier
— GCregg, Joseph B. “~FEhodes, Pzter Chricto~inp
v ~.Elss, Alger " Rifkin, Ruth
\ /i ._Joseph, Jultus Joseph .. JBosenberg, Allan Roltert
i . :i"Zsplan, Irving - +ww. Sflverman, Abrahan George
'4’7 i - < Eramer, Charles o - Silvermaster, Nathan Gregory
._Lee, Duncan Craplin ~~Sllvermaster, Helen Fitte
2 “Itschinsky, Colomon A. ~_Taylor, Filliam. O
. > v Magdofy, Harry Samuel -~. Tenney, Helen B, -
/(. ']1 L, e .. \ % ..Ullwmarn, Filltiam Zuinlg
;Z ' , -Fhrite, Harry Dexten Lj
- ’ : One copy of the. phojosranh - of each of the . _
C, Jollowing fndividuals.:s, ériloscd herewlths .- 1} ?4 .
- i, __Abt, Jonn J. [« T ——Grosov, Anatoli :
. _Bursgler, Norzan €. . - " _THalperin, Faurice . - -
Yt Neoe, VhlPrank 1 . _Koral, Aléxandér— TR
S~ Currlé, Tauchltn ! < Perazich, Gegrye M. S/
soarmin .~ Y FPltegerald, Ediuard J. volkov, Araiole Boriy J e
Nichols _ R ")\}‘; DA L p—Fheglar. Davt.\ltf'(w%n //";“*r . l-- - ‘
e T OGOt L T . (8 CA 2
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Bentley advised In Novemder, 1945, that she also had :
eontact with a nunder of persong who were not (n a well-knit
organfzational group but who nevertheless Sfurnished her with
tnformation from the varlous Government ajencies in whrich they
were employed. These people whom Bentley sald she mel, through

-
<

. @rrangements made dy Golos, were Rodert Te Miller IIl of the, . . = v
State Deparinenty Maur{ce Halperin, Duncan Lee, Jullue Jo .. o..0 2%
. - Joaeph arnd Helen Tenney all employces of the Office of ' -'::.,’:._t'.:-f_,:f~‘"§
wox e . Strateglo Servicesy Joseph B. Gregg and Hillard Z. ParX of-the s:.- <.
Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affalrs; #tlliam S
Remington, the Far Productfon Board and later served in the
Navy. Another (ndlvidual who had furnished (nformation to
Golos wag Feter Lhodes concerning whombBentley’s euperiors rade
inquiry (n 1945, Ahodes In 1945 was employed by the Office .
.. A . et -

of ¥ar Infornatione -

3 A
g 5!.':
RIS )

Information concerning the péraoné tdentified by~ 7%

- Bantley as engaging (n Intelltgence for the Soviets was prqaentoa:;é

to a Federal Grand Jury dut no Indictments were returned.

Atlllan Femington was convicted January 27, 1953, of
pearjury and on April 15, 1953, began gerving a three year .
s8entence. XHe died Novemder 24, 13954,
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