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"We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, that to secure these
rights governments are instituted among men." --Thomas Jefferson
WILLIAM SESSIONS, DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS
NINTH ST & PENNSYLVANIA NW
WASHINGTON DC 20535 '
. R v July 3, 1993
Dear William Sessions, b \}J; SR T o

Thank you for taking your time to read this. We are writing this letter to introduce ourselves. We are a
.- Christian missionary movement known as The Family and have been actively involved in missionary outreach in over 100
countries worldwide during the last 25 years.

We'd like to first of all say that we very much respect and appreciate the tremendous responsibilities you carry
in upholding the laws of our land. The Family has always advocated respect for and compliance with officers of the law
engaged in the performance of their duties. As you will see from our enclosed literature, we firmly believe the scriptural
injunction for Christians, written in the Book of Romans, Chapter 13, t "obey those that have the rule over you" and that
officers of the law "bear not the sword in vain." In fact, one of our own Family musicians has composed a song of
dedication based on this chapter of the Bible, which our children’s singing groups have sung at volunteer performances
for various Police departments nationwide.

Enclosed is a letter that we recently wrote to the members of the House and Senate Judiciary Committees. We
feel it is imperative to denote the crucial role played by the anti-religious movement, in particular the Cult Awareness
Network (CAN), in the decision-making process that led to the Waco tragedy. Posing as so-called "experts” on New
Religious Movements (NRMs), CAN operatives were able to mislead our well-meaning officials with inflammatory
suppositions which led to disaster for both government officers, as well as the Branch Davidians.

It is our prayer that CAN and its affiliates will be investigated by our lawmakers and law enforcement agencies
and that you will beware of these impostors. We hope the enclosed material about CAN sheds some light on the true

nature and hidden agenda of this organization, as well as the characters of some of the individuals involved in it, several
of whom are convicted felons. This includes not only Rick Ross, who's been flaunting his "America’s top deprogrammer”
claim in the media, but also long time fellow CAN deprogrammer Galen Kelly, who just recently was convicted on

kidnapping charges and faces 17 years to life imprisonment in Virginia. ' 43' m- / 0 5 0 30 5 . é ,?

We trust that as a result of making these facts available to our nation’s officials, that they will begin to not only
question CAN'’s credibility, but most of all to instead confer with our nation’s accredited, unbiased academics on such
serious matters. We've enclosed some recent statements from several such scholars for your reference.

If you would like more information about our fellowship or would iike to meet with us personally, please
contact us at the address above. We would also be happy to arrange for you to visit one of our communities, should you
so desire. Thank you for your kind attention. Our prayers are with you.

Yqurs faithfull m Christian service
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for The Family <
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that man can inflict on his fellow man.

t interdenominational
" Were just a bit different, were targeted more
. frequently, just because they were different. The
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Open letter to: Members of the Criminal Justice System

Like most others in the Criminal Justice System, I have
seen almost every kind of harassment and mistreatment
Perhaps one of
the most disturbing abuses, during my twenty-six years
in Law Enforcement, were the attacks against the
various religions—all religions: Christian, Pagan,
Islamic. Buddhist and all of the others--none were
exempt from some type of attack and/or false
accusations. The smaller denominations, such as the

. nondenominational or those that

religions without the protection of the "mainstream”

religions were painted with that most misunderst¢od and

misused word “CULT".

Our Constitution protects ALL religions whether we

- agree with them or not. Many times their detractors
-will instigate false c¢riminal accusations to get around
~Constitutional protection. Although there are,
“f'some "deatructive/criminal cults.” we can not
" f automatically presume so just for their being
-different, nor without careful investigation. We in the
| Criminal Justice System are sworn te uphold the laws

in fact,

equitably. without bias. intolerance or preconceived
ideas.

The Family has asked me for my advice in the field of
law enforcement. My advice to them was and is, " be
open and honest.” It is my belief that they will
cooperate fully with all local officials if given the
chance. Please give them a chance to state their
positions.

Meorman QOliver Jr.
Retired Sheriff's Detective
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THE POLICEMAN’S >ONG

A Song Inspired for the Encouragement of our

Friends in the Police Force.
Taken from the Book of Romans, chapter 13

Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers in heavenly blue,
here to serve and protect you,
They’'re the Ministers of God!
They beareth not the sword in vain,
if ye do evil of them be afraid;
Do that which is good and ye shall
receive praise of the same.

CHORUS #1
They’re the Ministers of God to thee for good
and the powers that are ordained of God;
For he that loveth another has fulfilled the law;
Be ye not overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good!

CHORUS #2
Greater love hath no man that this
As the officer of the law who lays down his life;
He that would be greatest among you is the servant of all!
Honor to whom is due honor; '
For they overcome evil with good!

© February 1993 by W. W. Thornton
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Children of God?/Family of Love?/
| The Family!

Dear Friend,

Thank you for taking your time to read this. We are writing this letter to introduce
ourselves. We are a Christian missionary movement known as The Family and have
been actively involved in missionary outreach in over 100 countries worldwide.

We are, contrary to some accounts, a very constructive religious fellowship, com-
prised of individuals and families from many cultural backgrounds, We believe that faith
in God and His Word provides the answers for the problems of our modern, stressful
and often fear-filled world. Thus, the members of our fellowship are devoted to sharing
God's Word with all we meet, giving them the message of His love and salvation through
Jesus. We minister to people in all walks of life, through music, Bible classes, Gospel
literature, personal counselling, videos, cassette tapes, seminars, etc. We also believe
that, like the Good Samaritan Jesus spoke of, compassion for others must be more than
an ideal, and that Christians should actively try to help others in need. Hence, in many
parts of the world you will find the members of our fellowship involved in helping out in
disaster relief efforts, ministering in refugee camps, working to rehabilitate drug addicts
and gang members, visiting and encouraging the elderly, the sick, the disadvantaged
and those in prisons or juvenile detention centres. :

Our origins are traceable to The Children of God movement and we still retain the
main ideals of that organisation, of going into all the world to preach the good news of
salvation through Jesus Christ. However, The Children of God was disbanded in 1978
when our founder, Father David, who had retired from administrative functions some
years earlier to concentrate on his writing, discovered the mismanagement that was
going on within the group. At this time he promptly dismissed the leadership and
dissolved that organisation. Those wha so desired continued to follow the writings of
Father David, and established a new group. That fellowship became known as The
Family of Love. After years of growth and maturity and changes in methods of operation,
and the stopping of some controversial outreach approaches, our name was simplified

to The Family.

From the first, we have always conunitted ourselves to preaching and living the entire
Gospel message. We have modelled our communal living on the lifestyle of the first
Christians, as portrayed in the New Testament's Book of Acts. We have asserted that
active missionary work is the duty of every Christian and not just a task for a few. We
have preached that the love and saving power of Jesus Christ knows no limits or
discriminatton. We have chosen to home school our children because of the increasing
viclence, drug abuse, crime, low academic standards, and the prevailing anti-God
sentiment in most of today’s schools. We have, like the prophets of old, exposed and
warned against the evils that are rampant in foday’s soclety. We have proclaimed that
the world is now in the era the Bible calls the Endtime, when an evil, anti-God, new




world order will soon rigto dominance, led by the cruel, dé”incamatc‘ dictator known
in the Scriptures as t*~ Antichrist. We are exposing the ¢ spiracy now afoot to
perpetrate this horror, . .d for these things we have suffered persecution, often at the
hands of a hostile media.

We prefer not to become embroiled in battles to defend ourselves, knowing that this
leads to the neglect, or at least a slowdown, of our missionary activity. However, the
time has come when we must take a stand against some of the more outrageous fallacies
and lies told about our fellowship. We have been greatly encouraged in this by our many
friends and supporters, including many former members, and senior lawyers and
barristers in the general community, who, knowing our good works, have urged us to
explain ourselves and our work to the public so that sensible and level-headed people
can see that we are a force for good and renewal in soclety.

It is to this end that we have written this letter. We have prepared a series of
Statements to explain our beliefs and practices. These are summarised in the enclosed
article “An Overview of Our Beliefs and Practices as Expressed in Our ‘Statements™.
(Also included are two articles entitled respectively “Religious Persecution” and “Victory
for The Family' in Sydney”.} If you would like to receive the full versions of these
Statements, please write to us requesting the ones you would like to read and we would
be happy to send these to you free of charge. If you do, however, care to include a
donation to cover costs, we would be grateful, as ours is a volunteer work.

Thank you again for your time and consideration. We pray that you will avail yourself
of this inforrnation, as we believe 1t will enable you to make a more knowledgeable
appraisal of our fellowship.

Yours faithfully in Christian service,

Do borye

Don George
For The Family
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An Overview of Our Beliefs and Practices
as Expressed in Our “Statements”

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH

A comprehensive statement which summarises all of the fundamental beliefs and essential doctrines held by our
fellowship. The numerous Scriptures quoted throughout this document provide the reader with a unique Biblical
. perspective showing clearly that:

Wae are a Bible-based Christian fellowship, the Holy Bible being the foundation of our faith. We believe in the one
true God, the Creator and Supreme Ruler of the Universe. We affirm that “God is a Spirit™ (John 4:24) and that "God
is Love” (1 John 4:8), and that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son {Jesus Christ] that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Salvation is God's free gift to all who will simply
confess that they are in need of His mercy and forgiveness, and will believe on and personally receive His Son, Jesus
Christ, into their hearts. We likewise belisve that God fresly hestows the power and the gifts of His Holy Spirit upon all
of His children who ask for them.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to “be not conformed to this world” {Romans 12:2), but to utterly dedicate
ourselves to following Him. As we obay Christ's command to “go into all the world to preach the Gospel to every creature”
{Mark 16:15), we facilitate our task by banding together in cooperative communities, just as the Early Church did, where
*all that belisved were together and had all things common” (Acts 2:44,45).

Wa are persuaded by Scripture and current world conditions, as are many other Bible-believing Christians, that we
are now living in the era that Bible prophecy describes as “the Last Days”. Wa therefore believe that we shall soon
witness the rise of a powerful One World Government (New World Order) which will viclently persecute all people of
faith who refuse to submit to and worship its leader, a Satanic demagogue known in the Bible as the Antichrist or “The
Beast". Jesus Christ’s return to Earth, "coming in the clouds of Heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30),
will terminate the Antichrist's reign, after which Jesus will take over the nations of the world, establishing the Kingdom
of God on Earth, in which the resurrected believers of all Ages will rule and reign with Him forever.

THE HERITAGE AND HOME LIFE OF OUR CHILDREN

Our children are a precious gift from God and we devote much time, effort and resources to providing them with
the best care and attention. This article is an overview of what life is like for the children in our communities—socialty,
emotionally, health-wise, religiously, morally, recreationally, educationally and vocationally, etc. From this inside look
at the personal home life of children in The Famﬂy. the reader will gain a better understanding of why we believe that
the children in our communities receive superior parenting and care compared with the majority of children in society
today.

OUR CHRIST-CENTRED BIBLE-BASED EDUCATION
*Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it™ (Proverbs 22:6).

This article outlines why we believe it is our God-given parental right and moral cbligation as Christians to give our
children a Godly education, bringing them up “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). We place
God and His Word at the centre of our children’s education, striving to instill in them a deep sense of dedication and
desira to serve God.

In our Home Schools we provide our children with Christian and ministerial training, scholastics and practical
vocational training, as well as do our best to ensure sound physical and spiritual development, The cooperative
missionary lifestyle of The Family also provides our children with many unique learning opportunities not available to
children dependem on institutions for their education. Our children follow an orderly, progressive and well-planned
curriculum which is continually being updated and expanded on with new books, videos, audio tapes, computer
programs, etc.

ADVANTAGES OF FAMILY EDUCATION
Only fifiy of the many positive aspects of The Family s education are highlighted in this article, but it gives the reader




an understanding of the superior c’ and training our children enjoy. Their coﬂwnal upbringing, their participation -
in the Christian missionary work of their parents, their opportunity to grow in spiritus' *epth and moral character, their
active betieving approachtothe Bit  heir view on the world, all contribute to a very _.nulating learning environment.
Itis explained why our children iearn to read proficiently at such early ages; why we focus on the joy of learning more
than marks, grade levels and competition; why our children are so adept at communicating with people of all ages and
social backgrounds; the great emphasis we place on God, the Bible and moral training. Our three-fold approach to
education comprises academic skills and vocational tralnlng and, of course, Christian leadership.

SOCIALISATION

In this article we challenge many common misconceptions of what constitutes “good” socialisation. We also discuss -
the ditference between Godly socialisation, which we practise, and corrupting negative socialisation, which we oppose
and avoid. We very much question the assumption that secular schools and classrooms and local youth subcultures
provide the best form of “socialising” for our children. We strongly disagree with the policy of dumping children
indiscriminately into these large community pots for a “socialisation” experience in disrespect, lack of religious
conviction, lack of discipline, drugs, alcohol, sexual problems and perversions, violence, bullying, gangs and crime. We
believe, as many other Christians and those of other religions and even secular beliefs, it is preferable for children not
to have to endure such “social experiences”. In this respect, we are no different from other Christians and concerned
* parents throughout the ages who have carefully monitored the moral character of their children’s friends. Parochial
schoots were originally created in an attempt to provide a wholesome Christian environment.

However, our children are exposed to a wide variety of age groups and positive role models in their homes, and
they visit, minister to and get to know many people through our ministry to society at large. Like Jesus, we believe in
mixing and mingnng freely among all classes of people to share with them the Words of Life.

' OUR FAMILY'S ORIGINS

This Statement explains how the present-day Family has traceable origins to The Children of God organisation,
which was officially disbanded in February, 1978. it documents the many changes that we have undergone since then,
itustrating clearly that our present membership, modus operandi and ministry practices are very much different from
those held previously by The Children of God. We ask the public to view us on our own merits in the present, and not
as we are often portrayed by virulent anti-cult organisations, hostile special interest groups or the media.

Our present fellowship has no collective denominational name, therefore when referring to our membership
collectively, we simply use the name, “The Family". Each member community in our fellowship is independent,
selt-sufficient and self-governing and has its own local name, just as other churches, pastorates and parishes have
individual names, though they identify with a general denomination and follow common doctrines and practices.

OUR RESPONSE TO ALLEGATIONS OF MIND CONTROL AND BRAINWASHING

Accusations of brainwashing, or the more in-vogue term “mind control’, and the fear and outrage that these terms
evoke, are often used against small and vulnerable New Religious Movements (NRMs). For those who are antagonistic
of others who have adopted a new-found faith, mind control theories provide a convenient and seemingly plausible
explanation and an excuse for punitive action. Likewise, they provide those who decide 1o leave an NRM and returnto
secular life a way of denying responsibility for actions that they might now find an embarrassment. Thus the myth of
mind controt is perpetuated. This statement quotes many highly respected psychiatrists and psychologists who support
this conclusion.

If the belief is accepted that those in NRMs are mind controlled, then the logical progression of such rationale is
that all those of strong religious faith are tlkewise mind controlled. Is this the begmnmg of attempts to denigrate and
debunk all religions?

This in-depth article totally refutes the ridiculous aflegations that The Family practices mind control techniques on
its members. Those making such charges (which have been discredited by many professnonals) are taken to task, and
their questionable and self-serving mtennons exposed,

OUR BELIEFS REGARDING GOD'S LAW OF LOVE
“The Law was given by Moses, but Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).

Certainly one of the most controversial of our Famify’s tenets is our belief that loving heterosexual relationships
between.consenting adult members—whether they are married or single—are perfectly acceptable in the eyes of God.
This article shows clearly that sexual relationships and policies in The Family, far from being profligate as some of our
detractors claim, are based upon and governed by a strict Scriptural principle known as the Law of Love,

The l.ord’s Law of Love is outlined in many passages throughout the New Testament. One of the most notable is
found in the Gospel of Matthew, where the religious leaders of Jesus’ day questioned Him, "Master, which is the great
commandment in the Law?” {(Matthew 22:36). Jesus replied, “Thou shalt lgve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and




‘with ali thy soul, and with all thy mlnd This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, thou
shalt love thy neighbour as t* if" (Matthew 22:37-39). He then astounde~ them by adding, “On these two
commandments hang all the Lav and the Prophets™ (Matthew 22:40). The “Las A the Prophets” includes virtualiy
the entire Old Testament and its hundreds of complicated, ritualistic, restrictive religious laws.

God's Grace through Jesus frees us from the rigid Laws of Moses, liberating us to be led by God's Spirit of Love.
“For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that believeth. For the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (Rormans
10:4; 8:2; 2 Corinthians 3:17).

Woe therefore believe that if somaone’s actions are motivated by love—eal, unselfish, even sacrificial love, God's
love, and are not hurtful to anyone else involved—then those actions are in accordance with Scripture and are absolutely
lawful in the eyes of God. “The fruit of the Spiritis love . . . against such [love] there is no law” (Galatians 5:22,23). “For
all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (Galatians 5:14),

{Note: When we state that Christ's Law of Love liberates us fromthe dictates of the Mosaic Law, thig liberation is not a selfish, reckiess
freedom wherein we are free to disregard the rights of others or act unkindly, selfishly, lustfully or lawlessly towards themn. “Love worketh
no ill to his neighbour” (Romans 13:10). Jesus' Law of Love is actually more strict than Moses’ laws because we are now obligated to go
beyond the dutiful “thou shalt nots” of Moses, and be good and kind to others because we want to, because we love them,

{ The Family does not advocate using the Law of Love as a pretext to clrcurmvent the laws of the land, which we regpect and cbeerve.)

ATTITUDES, CONDUCT, CURRENT BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS REGARDING SEX

This article explains why we believe that sex, when practised as God ordained, designed and intended, is a pure
function. It is a needful and beautiful wonder of God's Creation that remains just as clean and pure as when God
originalty created and ordained it. However, because of sin, people now often perceive sex as evil. Jesus promises that
through the regeneration of God's Holy Spirit, we can be “born again® and freed from the curse of sin and shame.
Through Jesus Christ and His atonement we believe that we may regain purity of heart and aftitude not only towards
our bodies and their natural functions, but many other aspects of life as well, for “Christ hath redeemed us from the
Curse” (Galatians 3:13).

You will discover that we are diametrically opposed to any form of sexual abuse or exploitation of children
whatsoever, and that sex with non-members has not been allowed for many years. In fact, all such behaviour is now
an excommunicable offense in our fellowships. Although we have a liberal atitude towards consentual adult sex, in
actual practice, sex plays only a very minor role in the lives of community members, being confined to consenting
heterosexual adults where lawful.

OUR STAND AGAINST CHILD ABUSE

The communities belonging 1o The Family are unequivocally opposed to any and alt forms of child abuse. This
article explains our stand on this subject in detail, as well as stating how we consider each child to be a gift of God and
treat them as such. The excellent care of children in our communities has been documented by doctors, specialist
physicians, psychologists and educators in many different countries. Sexual contact between an adult and anyone
under the age of 21 is strictly forbidden. Any adultfound guilty of any form of child abuse is immediately excommunicated
from our fellowship. We do not tolerate child abuse in any way, shape or form.

OUR RESPONSE TO ALLEGATIONS OF RACISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM

This Statement quotes extensively from Father David's writings, showing that The Family is multi-cultural and
multi-racial. Throughout our communities worldwide, those who occupy positions of leadership and trust come from
many racial backgrounds, including Jews, Orientals and those of African descent. We believe that to the true Christian,
all racial differences are done away with by our faith in Jesus, The large degree of harmony within our communities is
irrefutable proof that prejudice and racism have no place in our beliefs or practices.

However, as Christians, we believe it is our God-given duty to stand up against “the spirit of anti-Christ which is
already in the world” (1 John 4:3). We are therefore diamelrically opposed to any individual or group—be they Jew ot
Gentile—who would actively seek to undermine, attack or denigrate Christian faith and values. For this reason we are
alarmed at the “de-Christianisation process” we see rapidly taking place in society through the media, entestainment
industry, and a standard of “political correctness” which has become decidedly prejudiced against Christ and
Christianity. Father David’s forthright condemnation and exposure of those who are behind this ongoing attack against
Christianity has brought cries of “anti-Semitism” from some quarters. His condemnation of the nation of Israel for its
cruel and unjust treatment of its Palestinian population has also fuelled such allegations. However, these are false
charges, which we categorically deny. We are not against any race, but seek to bring the Gospei of Jesus Christ and
the iove and truth of God to alt men equally,




A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE JEWISH PEOPLE

This Statement is an in-depth Bib}~ ~tudy which explores the origins and history of * Hebrewrace. God's promises
of blessing, and their fulfilments ¢ e Jews when they obeyed His commandm..iis are enumerated. Likewise
chronicled are the curses and judgements they endured when they wilfully and stubbornly rejected God's authority and
guidance. _ _

When the culmination of the Jews' dreams and promises of the Messiah were fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, many
Jows believed and received their Christ, and began the Christian movement. This was pioneered and powered by the
dynamism of the first, and almost exclusively Jewish, disciples. With the converted Pharisee, Rabbi Saul of Tarsus,
later known as the Apostte Paul, at the forefront, they set forth to fulfif Jesus’ Great Commission to “go into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every creature”™ (Mark 16:15).

But sad to say, the majority of Jews, including the religious hierarchy that arranged the execution of Jesus, set
about to systematically eradicate the Christian Church, which they viewed as heretical.

To whom now do the promises of God apply, seeing that the Jewish people, as a whole, have rejected their Saviour?
Are the marvellous promises of Scripture still to be applied to the flesh-and-blood descendants of the patriarch
Abraham? Or are these promises lost to Jews forever because of the sins of their fathers? Or are they open to all men,

regardless of race, colour or culture? _
‘ The great Jewish apostie, St. Paul, answers this clearly: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Galatians 3:28,29).

OUR SUPPORT
“In the same way, the Lord has given orders that those who preach the Gospel
should be supported by those who accept it” (1 Corinthians 9:14, Living New Testament).

The Gospel is freely given by God for all men, rich and poor, but it does cost a great deal of effort and expense for
itto be preached and published. This articie outlines our approach to raising support for our missionary work, explaining
how it is based on Biblical teachings, and is similar to the methods employed by many different religions.

As with Moses and the Israelites in the Exodus, when God dropped quail from the sky and provided manna to feed
His people, He could, in a similar fashion, supply for His people today. However, in the New Testament, God defines
the lifestyle and mode of operation of the Christian missionary on which our missionary service is patterned. When it
comes to receiving support, the Scriptural principle is that as we fulfil our responsibility to reach out in love and concern
to minister to people’s spiritual needs, they in turn minister to our material needs. (See 1 Corinthians 9:11.) Both sides
give and both sides receive. As both parties give of what they have, God sees that both parties are blessed, as Jesus
stated in Luke 6:38: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to
you again.”

Jesus Himself is the role model for the Christian missionary. He preached the Gospel, ministering spiritual comfort
to others, while at the same time humbly asking and receiving help from others: a meal, a boat from which to preach,
a drink from a well, a donkey to ride, a room in which to have His ‘Last Supper”, etc. (See Luke 19:5; 5:1-3; John 4:6,7;
Mark 11:1-7; 14:12-16.) So we, like Jesus, go about our spiritual ministry, placing our care and keeping in the hands
of God, at the same time cbeying His advice to ask that we may receive, and He supplies our needs, usually through
the help of others. (See Matthew 7:7-8; Philippians 4:19.) This is called “living by faith”,

Each Familycommunity is independentand self-supporting. We often share any extra materials with other charitable
organisations and people in need, as well as contribute to the support of other missionaries in poorer countries.

For the full versions of these “Statements” please write lo us at the address on the letterhead, requesting them by title.

£ 1993 by Woild Services, PF 241, 8021 Zurich, Switzerland



Our S{ nce Against Physical Violence

Issued by World Services on the Collective Behalf
of the Fellowship of Independent Missionary Communities
' "~ Commonly Referred to as The Family

(Compiled March, 1993)

N LIGHT OF THE RECENT tragic developments outside Waco, Texas, involving the loss of life at the Branch
Davidian compound, The Family wishes to make the following statements conceming our beliefs and practices

regarding violence:

1. We deplore the loss of life in Waco. Had the
authorities and the members of the Branch Davidian
group been more level-headed and exercised more
restraint, we believe the tragedy could have been
averted. It is our eamest prayer that the standoff will
be resolved peaceably, with no further casualties. We
extend our condolences to the families and loved ones
of those who have died.

2. The Family does not have and has never had any
formal or informal ties of any kind with the Branch
Davidian group.

3. The Family has always abhorred the use of
violence. We do not condone the use of fircarms as a
means of settling disputes. Rather than rely on force or
weaponry, our founder, Father David, has always ad-
vised us to rely primarily on God, and secondarily on
the police and civil authorities, for needed protection
from hostile forces.

The conduct of our membership worldwide makes
it clear that nonviolence is not only the belief of our
fellowship, but also very much the practice.

4. The only situations in which we feel the use of
force may be justified are in cases of self-defense, the
defense of property and the defense of loved ones,
This is only if the threat is clearly an illegal one, and
all other options have failed. We do not espouse any
means of self-defense prohibited by law.

5. The Family has always advocated respect for
and compliance with officers of the law engaged in the
performance of their duties. We have never approved

of obstructing such officers, We adhere to the Scrip-

tural admonition which states that they are “the minis-
ters of God, who bear not the sword in vain™ (Romans
13:4).

Over the years, due to some authorities being
grossly misinformed by our detractors, several of our
communities in different countries have been the tar-
get of police raids. Even though our members knew
that such intrusions were misguided, and that their
communities were innocent of any wrongdoing. they
always peacefully yielded to and complied with the
law-enforcement officials. (Each of these communities
were subsequently exenerated of any criminal wrong-
doing.) We feel that such conduct clearty proves our

commitment to respect and obey the law-enforcement
agencies.

6. The Family has never sanctioned, much less
promoted, suicide as an acceptable act in the eyes of
God.

7. We express concem and alarm at the way the
anti-cult movement {(ACM) is currently exploiting the
tragedy in Waco. By lumping all new religious move-
ments (NRMs) together, despite the extreme diversity
of beliefs and practices held by the various NRMs, the
ACM is attempting to label and stigmatise all such
groups as “destructive cults™ capable of violent anti-
social acts. We decry such broad generalisations which
we believe foster intolerance, bigotry and hatred.

Quotations from Father David

from the writings of our founder, Father David.

Spanning a period of over twenty years, these
excerpls make it clear that the above-stated policies
are long-standing and consistent. (The italicised
references after each quotation by Father David indi-
cate the specific Letter and paragraph number that is
being quoted, as well as the year of publication.)

T HE FOLLOWING DIRECT QUOTES are taken

A. Physical nonviolence is our rule,

“We are not violent, and we are even somewhat
pacifistic’ (ML# 183.18, 1972).

“We are not fighting the govemmeﬁ;.” (MLY
123:11,1971).

“We are not physically violent, but we are talking
about a spiritually violent revolution, that absolutely
rends your heart right out completely and gives you a
new spirit, the Holy Ghost of God'—Violent spiritual
revolution! That's the kind of revolution we've got!”
(ML# 148:39, 1971).

B. We are even opposed to mock violence,

“Question [from a Family member]: We have two
boys in_the Home, aged 13 and 7. What is Dad’s
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[Father David's] opinion on kide playing with toy
soldiers and pretend gunsinthe & =7 .

“Answer: We forbid it in ows: Ours have never
had a toy gun or played anything but a Roman or
Christian soldier in Bible skits! Why should they want
t0? We should abhor violence even pretended in play!
Why should you let them even play bad behaviour?”
(ML#¥ 1566:83, 1983).

C. Physical violence is not tolerated in The
Family. .

“Anybody who beats his children or beats up his

wife, 1 said throw'm out at once! Get ri¢ of'm [ex-
communication)! You can’t trust’'m, they might kill
somebody! God’s Word says, ‘Keep not company with
an angry man!’ (Proverbs 22:24). Somebody that’s apt
to do violence and harmm and actual bodily harm and
cause all kinds of trouble, get rid of 'm! It’s not worth
it to take a chance on it! It’s not worth it 10 endanger a

family and women and children to put up with such

characters!” (ML# 1880:56, 1985).

D. We have always been diametrically
opposed to suicide,

“I'd sure hate {0 catapult myself into the presence
of God, or the Death Angel for that matter, by my own

hand, having destroyed the life that God gave me.
Look at the difference in the way the Christians died
as martyrs at the stake or on the cross, killed by their
cnemies! Look what a testimony they were, willing to
die for their faith!—But not at their own hand!
“Self-destruction is no_victory. 1 think it would
come under the classification of the Scripture, ‘Abuse
not your body. which is the temple of the Holy Ghost’
.-{1 Corinthians 3;16.17). That would be the final abuse,
" the worst of all, to kill your own body.
»—=  “God knows when and how_you're_supposed to
"die, and you'd better wait for God to make the
decision and have His way, whatever it is, and not die
at your own hand in your own stubbom wilfulness. un-
willing to face something!

“Suicide is surrender of the worst kind'—Not only
surrendering to the Devil and letting him destroy you,
but letting him destroy you by your own hand! I don’t
think that's any way 1o die as a good witness or tes-
timony!™ (ML¥ 1402:6,7.12.24, 1982).

“I was thinking today abom Jonesiown, where they
all committed suicide—a horrible, terrible thing to do!
1 certainly don’t think that was of the Lord. to finally
give up and guit and force everybody te die! . . . He
(Jones] got to the end and he didn’t stand up, he gave
up! . . . [and has been] such a tegrible testimony to the
world, to where they use him and his bunch now 1o ac-
cuse us and every New Religious Movement: *Oh,
_ they're apt to do that!"" (ML} 2843:11 14, 1993},

“We are in the business of saving lives!'—Not
destroying or taking them! We believe that, suicide is
seifish, and that anyone wheo commits suicide is rob-

bing God of the life " \has given them to serve
others!” (Q/A:324, 1987, )

E. We believe in protecting our Homes, but
not with deadly weapons.

“We're putting bigger and heavier bolts on_the

doors just in case of would-be intruders. so they can’t
easily butt a shoulder against the door or kick it in.

They'd have to do a lot of kickin' and a lot of buttin’
to get in'—And we may be there waiting for them
with a baseball bat! So we’re going to try to make it
very inconvenient for them and very unpleasant for
anybody who tries to get in who shouldn’t!

“I_believe in_protecting our Homes, and Jesus
Himself said, ‘A strong man armed keepeth his goods
in peace’ (Luke 11:21). Well, we're not armed in the
way of amms as the world thinks of them, ‘Our
weapons are not camal, but are strong to the tearing
down of strongholds’ (2 Corinthians 10:4,5), and cer-
tainly to the protection of this house, God willing. It’s
illegal in many countries for us to bear ams. . . .
Though we can’t bear arms, we can put bolts on the
doors and then we can expect the Lord to do the rest to
protect us™ (ML# 2037:134, 1985).

“We do everything we possibly can to protect our-
selves to begin with and to show the world outside that
we are protected!—'Amed,’ Jesus said! ‘Dad. you
don’t mean we keep guns argund here!” We don't have
to have guns to be armed, we've got clubs! You don't
have to be armed with guns, you can be armed with
wariness!—Not weariness, wariness'—Being security-
conscious! You can be armed with good walls and
good fences! You can be armed with good night
security lighting! You can be well-armed with protec-
tion of every kind without having to shoot guns!™
(ML# 2244.83, 1987},

F. Even in the case of unlawful trespassers,
we avoid violence and rely on police
assistance.

“If the invader still manages to evade your main
security force, and keeps running on into your proper-

ty looking for whatever he’s after, don’t be afraid to
give chase and tackle him on the spot. You may have
to use a little force to prevent even greater violence.
Try not to hurt anyone, but definitely, forcibly, restrain
them from further trespassing and violence with
whatever force it takes to do so. Jesus drove the
wolves out of the fold with a whip! (See John 2:13-
16.) You may have 1o do the same!

“Don’t use guns Or weapons or anything which
could sericusly injure someone, Usually if you have
enough strong hands. and amis, these will be sufficient
to grab him and hold him. He may himself get in a few
licks at you, but try not to sock him back if you can
help it! Your main purpose is just to grab and hold him
and restrain him from furnther violence, damage, or in-
jury until the police come! Whether you then actually
press charges against him or not depends on the -
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seriousness of the case™ (ML* 143421, 1971).

G. Our regard for the authorities:

“Thank God for the laws and the police which are
usually on the right side! Sometimes they make mis-
takes because they're human, and sometimes they get
the wrong people, including us, instead of those who
are really to blame! But usually they're on our side
and have protected us from our enemies! So don't

hesitate to call them when necessary!™ (ML# 143A:94,
1971). '

“The Lord says He sent the police and He has the
powers-that-be in power to keep the peace and to keep
everybody from tuming into criminals and anarchists
and robbers and murderers and staughterers!—If those
police didn’t carry those guns, brother, we wouldn't be
safe anywhere! “He carries not the sword in vain!’
(Romans 13:4). So thank God for the government!
Thank God for the police!—Amen?" (ML# 1780.9,
1984).

“The Lord Himself approves of armed forces in
the 13th chapter of Romans! It says we are to “obey
the power,’ which is the government, because He calls
the officers of the law *ministers of God' three times,
and that they ‘bear not the sword in vain.” Therefore
they're supposed to use it if people refuse to do right
and refuse to live in peace and refuse to obey! The of-
ficer of the law is supposed 10 uge his weapon! (Maria:
And that’s what the Bible considers the governmeni,
the force that has the amms 1o keep things under con-
trol.} The power, which is the govemment, they are
supposed to keep the peace, and that’s what the Lord’s
Word says they’'re supposed 10 do. They're hete for
our protection, for our good, and we’re supposed to
cbey them so that we can have peace. (Maria: That's
their part of the contract, 10 keep the peace.)—Yes”
(ML# 2242:24, 1986).

“If 1the cops come and you khow they are legally
authorised to have'm [to remove children in our com-

muniti¢s], then you have to give'm up. 1've said that
time and again.—When the police come, officials of
the local govemment come, then you have to yield.
How many times have I said iha1i?—But call your
lawyer first (o make sure™ (ML# 2496:52, 1988).

“Thaok _God for the govemment! Thank God for
the border guards! Thank God for the customs men
that keep'm from taking in arms and whatnot! Thank
God for the electronic cquipment that detects
weapons, ¢tc., so your plane doesn't get hijacked!
Thank God for'm! Be thankful you don’t have any-
thing to worry about, that you don’t have any cquip-
ment or any guns or wcapons or anything that they
care aboul. Be thankful for those machines, be thank-
ful for those x-rays and whatnot, because you
shouldn’t be carrying a thing that they would be inter-
ested in or afraid of (ML# 188986, 1985). .

H. We do not attack our enemies.

Vengeance isth .ord’s, He will repay
them!

“God will take care of them. we don't have lo
worry about that. We don’t have to try to attack our
encmics and destroy them or wreak vengeance, be-
cause the Lord says, ‘Vengeance is Mine, saith the
Lord, I will repay! Stand back and see Me fight! |t is
not thy battle but Mine! He that toucheth you loucheth
the apple of Mine eye!’ (Romans 12:19; 2 Chronicles
20:15,17; Zechariah 2:8). The Lord will take care of
them, don't worry!™ (ML# 1817:1, 1984).

I.Oursis a spirituai warfare, our weapons
are not physical.

“We're at war, and we fight ‘not against flesh and
blood!” (Ephesians 6:12). We're not fighting inanimate
objects, we're fighting spiritual wickedness in spiritual
places in the realm of the spiril! Therefore our
weapons are not carnal” (ML# 1369:179, 1983 ).

*The only answer is this: the Love of God, the
Love of Christ, nonviolence, mercy, the Spirit of Jesus

Christ. That’s the only thing that will ever do it, the
only thing that will ever bring real revolution. Com-
munism, Marxism, Leninism, Socialism, any other
kind of ism might be able to overcome the world with
guns and bullets and propaganda of the mind. but only
God can change hearts. Only this trath here [in the
Bible} can bring freedom™ (ML# 1336:38, 1968).

“War is the Devil's own weapon to slaughter and
desiroy Man and maim and kill and cause agony and

suffering. But God's Love is just the opposite! Love
and salvation arc God’s weapons 1o create life and
save life and help people to live, to love and have
pcace and no more war” (ML# 368:14, 1975).

“The pen is mightier than the sword! Qurs is a war
of words and ideas to thrilt men’s minds with faith and
hope and {ill their hearts with love and peace and joy
to set their spirits free. as well as acts of love and
deeds of kindness to free their bodics from pain! We
must thcrefore wage a war of words against the ideas
of evil, a war of faith against fcar, a war of hope
against doubt. We must inspire mcn's spirits to believe
in God and His Love and His Plan for the glorious fu-
turc of Man in the Kingdom of God on carh, run by
the righteous. in which there shalt scon be no more
sorrow nor crying nor pain nor death, but all shail be
light and health and happiness and peace and plemy
for everyone!™ (ML# 335A:8, 1975},

e

“Békn.’d. I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves: be ve therefore wise as serpents, and harmiless
as doves” {Matthew [0:16).

“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9).
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A l"ellowship of Independent Christian Missionary Communities

l4llBW'h.ittler Bivd. Suite 116, Whittier. CA 90605
Phone: (310) 497-017% Fax: (3]0} 604-6685

SENATOR

700 CANNON
WASHINGTON DC 20515
WACO
WHO’S RESPONSIBLE?--

. CULT AWARENESS NETWORK? (CAN)

— "The role in Waco of the Cult Awareness Network... may well have been crucial.” {(Alexander Cockburn -
Los Angeles Times, April 27)

-~ "I was a consultant offering ideas, input that was filtered by their team and used when they felt it was
appropriate.” (Rick Ross, CAN deprogrammer - Today Show, April 19)

~ "The FBI should use any means necessary...including lethal force.” (CAN Director Patricia Ryan -
Houston Post, April 9)

OUR PROPOSAL:
» THAT A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION INTO CAN'S ACTIVITIES BE CONDUCTED

» THAT ACCREDITED, UNBIASED ACADEMICS BE CONSULTED ON RELIGIOUS GROUPS
> THAT AN EDUCATION CAMPAIGN BE LAUNCHED TO COUNTER MIS-INFORMATION

Dear Senator,

Thank you for taking your time to read this. We appreciate your willingness to take public office
to represent the people of this land and to tackle the serious issues and responsibilities involved in forging
the direction of our country. Qur prayers are with you.

We are a Christian missionary movement known as The Family. We are writing you to express our
concern that the actions and stance taken by our government in the Waco situation portend to set a serious
precedent for future unconstitutional hostilities and bigotry which will threaten the freedom of religion in
our country. _

One of the major issues we feel needs to be addressed is how our well-intentioned law enforcement
agencies seem to have been deliberatelv misled by an anti-religious organization known as the Cuit
Awareness Network (CAN). This organization of so-called "cult experts” injected prejudice, distrust and
fear into what should have been an objective, unemotional investigation of the Branch Davidians. In fact,
CAN leaders, including convicted felon and deprogrammer Rick Ross, have openly boasted of influencing
FBI and ATF authorities, both before the initial raid as well as during the standoff. Instead of common
sense and reason prevailing, the misinformation spread by CAN led to the tragic mishandling of the entire
Waco incident, resulting in the sad loss of life on the part of the authorities, and a tragic ending for this
small religious group.




i,

From: The Family . . i _ e

Page 2

These self-styled "cult & -erts” of CAN have falsely established thel credibility to the point they
have now become the advisors of our nation’s law enforcement agencies. This is in spite of the fact that
the vast majority of our nation’s academic and professional community clearly do not endorse the views
or activities of this biased, anti-religious organization. Had our country’s accredited and internationally

uthorities on religion and human behavior been consulted, their sensible and educated counsel

could have helped officials make sound judgements based on fact and empirical evidence, thereby averting
this tragedy.

Our apprehension is that this anti-religious propaganda will endanger many innocent people whose
beliefs and practices happen to run outside those of this country’s mainstream religions. We feel that the
media, politicians, law enforcement agencies and the general public are being heavily prejudiced and
swayed by these anti-religious elements. The whole world has now seen the devastating power of this

‘provocation by misinformation’ tactic in Waco, much akin to those coercive techniques used by totalitarian
states this nation has condemned.

We, The Family, have also been targets of CAN's "dirty tricks department” via media smear
campaigns and deprogramming attacks. CAN and its affiliates have frequently stirred up local officials,
often via the media, to take action against our Christian communities in several countries, causing untold
trauma and heartache for our children and parents. Of course none of their slanderous accusations have
ever been proven true~To the contrary, our community involvement, as well as our home education and

childcare programs have been hailed as exemplary by educators, sociologists, psychologists and
government officials the world over.

Therefore, having stated the above, we would like to make 3 proposals:

1) That a thorough investigation be conducted into CAN's activities, including its mﬂuence on

decisions made in Waco.

2) That accredited, unbiased academics, who have scientifically studied New Religious Movements
(NRMs) for years, be put in a position to consult with local and federal officials should situations such as
this arise again.

3) That an education campaign be launched, by these same professionals, to disseminate factual
and unbiased information regarding NRMs.

We appeal to you, Senator, as an elected official of our democratic society, to help preserve our
legacy of freedom. It seems this generation has forgotten that our government was largely founded to
protect the rights of minority religious movements, most of its founders having been members of just such
religious groups in its lnceptlon Please help stem the rising tide of ignorance, hate and fear now being
fostered by these enemies of our country.

We're keeping you and your service to our nation in our daily prayers. If you would like more
information or would like to meet with us personally, please contact us at the address above. Thank you
for vour kind attention. God bless and keep you!

Sincerely yours,

For The Family

"No man shall..suffer on account of his religious qp:mons or belief, but all men shall be frec to

profess and by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of religion.” ~Thomas Jefferson
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SPEcmL
REPORT

On December 31, 1992, the highly
publicized kidnapping conspiracy of
millionaire Edgar Newbold Smith came
to an end. Smith had been accused of
conspiring with self-proclaimed
deprogrammer Galen Kelly and two
other men, o kidnap his 34-year-old
son and force him 10 give up his alle-
giance to the Lyndon LaRouche Politi-
cal Organization. '

At the center of the case was
deprogramming. This is the illegal and
widely condemned practice of kidnap-
ping an adult, imprisoning him under
guard for days or weeks, and then sub-
jecting him to continuous verbal and
physical abuse to force him to renounce
deeply held religious or political beliefs.

Although the defendants were ac-
quitted because they never agreedon a
final plot, many observers feel that the
trial itsell was a signal that federal law
enforcement authorities and judges
would no longer tolerate justifications
for such kidnapping. it marked, for the
firsttime, the involvement of the FBl and
U.S5. Anomeys Offlice in prosecuting a
deprogramming case.

indeed, the prospect ol having to go
through a grueling criminal trial would
make most law-abiding parents like Mr.
Smith think twice before hiring profes-
sional kidnappers to snatch their sons or
daughters off the street. It is certainly

tess costly and risky to simply arrange a-

meeting to discuss differences, as U.S.
District Court Judge T.S. Ellis M urged
the father to do at the trial’s conclusion.

The trial was also significant in that
the presiding judge refused to atlow any
discussion of the justification for the
alleged kidnapping plot, holding that
kidnapping is a crime which is never
justified for any reason.

The case alsq had aninteresting twist.
According 10 FBI affidavit, wiretap evi-
dence, phone records and financial
records, Galen Kelly and his two al-
leged accomplices were affiliated with

The Rise Anc Fall
Of Deprogramming

by Gerald Arenberg

the Cult Awareness Network (CAN),

. Critics have charged for years that
CAN is merely an underground referral
service for criminal deprogrammers, a
charge that CAN Executive Director
Cynthia Kisset steadfastly denies. Kisser
has, however, acknowledged that CAN
hired Kelly on occasion,

Depmgﬂmmev Calen Kelly, recently acquilled
ona techmcalrry in a highly publicized kidnap-
ping conspitacy trial was severely wamed by the
presiding judge that kidnapping is always illegal.
documents linked Kelly to the Cuk

The U.S. Attorneys Office refused to
confirm or deny if CAN is being investi-
gated. What is centain, however, is that
the Smith case signaled increased law

.enforcement resolve to go after
'dqprogrammers

Kidnapping 1s Always llegal

In a compelling statemenl made at
the conclusion of the trial, Judge Ellis
admonished the defendants for even
coniempiating abducting the young heir
to the DuPont chemical fortune. Ad-
dressing each defendant separately, he
saved an especially strong rebuke for
Galen Kelly.

Lookingthe fong-timedeprogrammer

in the eye, Judge Ellis stated, “Mr. Kelly,
I don't know where matters stand with
you, but this trial ought to be a clear
message to you that under ne circum-
stances is it ever justified to snatch, lift,
or pull anybody off the sireet against
their will however wacky you may think

their views are, what activities they may
be doing...One man’s cult is another
man’s community, however wacky you
or | think that is.”

An official with the U.S, Attorneys
Office, who requested anonymity, put
the matter in even stronger terms, noting
that “Kidnapping is just plain and sim-
ply illegal regardless of the purpose or
the motive of the people involved. it is
just against the law to kidnap people.
Parents who feel their adult children
have affiliated themselves with organi-
zations which they feel are inappropri-
ate or improper have to result to means
otherthankidnapping. Becauseif you're
caught kidnapping, you will be pros-
ecuted.”

The case, which revealed covertly
taped conversalions between
deprogrammer Galen Kelly and his ac-
complices, also exposed the seedy side
of professional deprogrammers, who are
paid anywhere from $5,000 to $40,000
to kidnap. It was clear from the tapes
that they were stringing the millionaire
Smith along in order 10 keep the money
flowing.

As George Mason Umvefsuty Law
Professor joseph Broadus explained it,
“] think the most significant thing that
came out of the DuPont case is the
depiction of deprogrammers as crass,
oppontunistic and incompetent. This
erodes the public’s good will lowards
deprogrammers and helps the public 1o
separale the deprogtammerss {rom the
family.”

Bul how did we get to this point in the
first place? How did kidnapping-for-
hire become a lucrative business for
men like Galen Kelly? It began with one
man: Theodore Roosevelt Patrick, Jr.,
Ted Patrick, the *father of deprogram-
ming."

Dark Genesis

In the early 70’s Ted Patrick began a
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career of kidnapping young aduits from .

young and litile understood churches in*
exchange for handsome fees from dis-
traught or overbearing parents. In Sep-
tember of 1974, Patrick used his newly
gained notoriety to help starnt the Citi-
zens Freedom Foundation.

The group, now known as the Cult
Awareness Network, was ostensibly or-
ganized to provide information on “de-
structive cults.” Critics charged, how-
ever, that CFF championed Patrick and
other professional deprogrammers, pro-
moting, encouraging and justifying their
illegal actions,

During the 1970’s and “80’s, merce-
nary deprogrammers like Patrick kid-
napped hundreds of adults from a wide
spectrum of organizations including
Catholic, Episcopal, Evangelical Chris-
tian, Mormon, Amish, political and even
karate classes. While thedeprogrammers
celebrated their growing profits, for the
victims, it was a story of terror,

Conwcned !elon Ted Patrick, whc. in'med the
practice of kidnapping-for-hire, was the moving
force in the formation of the Cilizens Freedom
Foundation, The group, now known as the Cult
Awareness Network, has been aceused lor years
ol being a covert «efemal service lor professional
deprogrammers like Patrick.

The Tide Turns

One of the first established organiza-
tions to take a stand against depro-
gramming was the National Council of
Churches. In a stinging denunciation
issued on February 28, 1974, the Coun-
cil noted “.. .that refigious liberty is one
of the most precious rights of human-
kind, which is grossly violated by forc-
ible abduction and protracted efforts to
change a person’s refigious commit-
ments by duress. Kidnapping for ransom
is a heinous crime indeed, but kidnap-
ping to compel religious deconversion
is equally criminal.”
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As outrage from religious and legal
‘organizations grew, police and criminal
courts became more willing to arrest
and prosecute deprogrammers, As a re-
sult, Patrick himsel{ was convicted three
times and banned in Canada for his
activities. That trend has continued.
Today local and federal law enforce-
‘ment authorities are pursuing
deprogramming cases in Washingion,
D.C., New York City, and Boise, Idaho.
Anather case in Madison, Wisconsin,
was recently successfully concluded
when all defendants pleaded guilty.

Brainwashing Debunked

Another major blow to
deprogramming has been the disman-
lling of the justification used for break-
ing the law, -

The key argument given for -

deprogramming was that the victims
had been “brainwashed” by culis. The
chief proponent of this theory was psy-
chologist Margaret Singer who found
steady employment testifying as an ex-
pert witness on brainwashing and mind-
control in a host of court cases.

However, on May 11, 1987, Singer's
theory received adevastating blow when
the American Psychological Associa-
tion rejected the final report on brain-
washing and mind-control prepared by
Singer and a group of like-minded col-
leagues.

Subsequently, in separate decisions
rendered in 1988, ‘89, ‘90 and ‘91 by
both state and federal courts in Wash-
ington, '0.C., and California, Singer's
mind-control and brainwashing theo-
ries received fatal blows. Conclusions
based on her testimony as an expert
witness were reversed or Singer was
prohibited from testifying at all.

In another pivolal case, the Colorado
Court of Appeals rejected the “choice ol
evils” defense that had been success-
fully used in a lower court by two
deprogrammers who admitted to kid-
napping a woman in an altempt to end
her allegiancetothe Unification Church.
The ruling put an end to the use of that
defense in Colorado and possible other
states as well.

What

that courts are much more likely 1o
reject any discussion a1 all of the justifi-

cation for kidnapping.
Future Outlook

Another factor that will likely fead to
increased prosecutions. of depro-
grammers, is, simply the public’s de-
mand for more objective enforcement
of the law.

According to Virginia Criminal Jus-
tice Analyst Robent Hicks, “Overthe last
10-15 years there has been an increas.
ing demand by the public, by legislators
and by different groups demanding more
cut and dry enforcement of the laws.

*So, when any law enforcement
agency gets information about a pos-
sible kidnapping they would make their
determination that this is just another
csime, namely kidnapping. They would
formulate their investigation based on

this and using any of the existing laws ~

such as conspiracy law and pursue the
case just like any other crime.”

And what of the Cult Awareness Net-
work? Critics feel they are in for some
hard times, particularly if they—as al-
leged—continue to refer parents to and
pay deprogrammers like Galen Kelly.

As a {inal word, law enlorcement
authaorities should be aware that coop-
erating with deprogrammers or ignoring
their illegal activities actually contrib-
utes to the commission of a crime and
could make them liable o both civil suit
and criminal prosecution.

EDITOR'S NOTE: As THE CHIEF
OF POLICE® was going 10 print,
professional deprogrammer Galen
Kelley was indicted by a federal
grand jury for kidnapping a young
woman in the Washington, D.C.,
area and transporting her across
state lines.

is the cumulative effect of
. these decisions? Put simply, they mean

“It Deesn't Lovk Good For Me, Does It?"
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r ] OTHER PERTINENT ARTICLES

AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

ARTICLES EXPOSING THE CULT AWARENESS NETWORK (CAN)
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"Cult Awareness Network Charged with Responsibility for Waco Texas Religious Sect
Shootout"—~Media Briefing from Friends of Freedom

"The Rise and Fall of Deprogramming"—Article from The Chief of Police Magazine

"Cult Awareness Brainwashers; Galen Kelly Exposed at Last", by Warren A.J. Hammerman
"Justice Department Indicts Deprogrammer a Second Time"--Press Release from Dr. Isaac
N. Brooks, Jr.

"From Salem to Waco, by Way of the Nazis®, by Alexander Cockburn, editorial in the L.A.
Times

Declaration by John Miles Sweeney, Jr., former President of the Citizens’ Freedom
Foundation, forerunner of the Cult Awareness Network (CAN)

"Cult Awareness Network Links To Violent Deprogrammers”, diagram linking CAN
agents.

"The Waco Tragedy: Religious Persecution? What Really Happened?"—Qutlook, Issue 7, June
1993.

"The Waco Shootout--Another Perspective”compilation of clippings and comumentaries on
the Waco tragedy.

ARTICLES FROM ACCREDITED SCHOLARS AND ACADEMICS ON THE ISSUE

"Beyond Waco", from the Association of World Academics for Religious Freedom (AWARE)
"Why Did Waco Happen?", by Dr. Larry D. Shinn, Professor of Religion and Vice President
for Academic Affairs, Bucknell University
"Misguided Tactics Contributed To Apocalypse in Waco by Stuart A. Wright, Associate
Professor of Sociology, Lamar University _
"Lessons From Waco: When Will We Ever Learn?", by Dr. James T. Richardson, Professor of
Sociology and Judicial Studies, Director, Center for Justice Studies, University of Nevada,
Reno
Statement on Waco, from Timothy Miller, member of the faculty of the Department of
Religious Studies, University of Kansas
"A Social-Scientific Perspective on Cults, Brainwashing, and Deprogramming”, from the
Association of World Acadentics for Religious Freedom (AWARE)
"The Media and New Religious Movements”, by Dr. James A. Beckford, University of
Warwick.

+4++4++

These articles, as well as other materials regarding our movement, can be ordered at the address
above. A donation to help cover costs would be appreciated. Thank you.
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PRESS RELEASE FROM

THE FAMILY

A Fellowship of Independent Christian Missionary Communities
May 27, 1993

The Family applauds today’s conviction of long time deprogrammer/kidnapper
Galen Kelly~Urges maximum sentence!

Today, the federal court of Alexandria, Virginia, found Galen Kelly guilty of kidnapping.
On May Sth of last year, Kelly kidrapped a 36 year old woman after being hired by a
woman to kidnap her daughter in the District and break her allegiance to the religious
group of whom she was affiliated. Kelly, however, mistakenly abducted the daughter's
roommate, who had borrowed the daughter's car. After sentence was passed,
prosecuting attormey Lawrence Leiser requested that Kelly’s bail be revoked as Kelly
should be considered dangerous, taking into account the number of kidnappings Kelly
himself confessed to during the trial. Judge Ellis granted the request and revoked
Kelly’s bail. Kelly, a self-styled deprogrammer and kidnapper, admitted during the trial
to having been involved in 30-40 kidnappings during his involvement with
deprogramming.

We, The Family, commend and appiaud the Justice Department for bringing Galen Kelly
to trial and for their thorough prosecution of the case. We urge that Kelly be given the
maximum sentence provided for by law so as to send a strong signal to other anti-
religious individuals and organizations; that signal being: that should they persist in
such illegal activities, our Justice Department will not stand idly by while the religious
liberty and freedom of the citizens of our country are threatened by such outrageously
illegal and unconstitutional activities!

It is our understanding that Mr. Kelly has long been affiliated with and supported by
the Cult Awareness Network, an anti-religious organization of self-styled, self-
proclaimed "cult experts”, as have other deprogrammers/kidnappers. CAN's articles of
incorporation provide no hint of these actual activities. Under the guise of "educating
the general public as to religious rights, freedoms and responsibilities,” it seems clear to
us that CAN operates instead to daily destroy those same freedoms and rights. The
Family has also been on the receiving end of CAN's, and their afiliates’, illegal activities
by the way of media smear campaigns, harassment, etc. Now that Galen Kelly, reknown
as one of CAN’s leading deprogrammers/kidnappers, has been brought to justice, we
suggest that a thorough investigation by the Justice Department into the activities of the
Cult Awareness Network, their financial backers, and their affiliates is in order, and
should be conducted and pursued as vigorously as was the prosecution of Galen Kelly.

— END —
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PRESS RELEASE FROM

THE FAMILY
]un_e 1993

THE FAMILY TAKES LEGAL ACTION AGAINST DETRACTORS!
Restraining Orders and Orders of Arrest Issued in US and Philippines
--Legal Suits Under Consideration

The Family is responding affirmatively to acts of harassment, threat, slander and libel from
disgruntled ex-members. After receiving no response to Cease and Desist letters issued by our
attorneys, official Restraining Orders have now been issued by the Superior Court of California,
County of Norwalk, against detractors Samuel Ajemian, Daniel Welsh, Asa Matian and Gail "Bithia"
Sherman. These ex-members have been harassing and threatening a Family home located in the
suburbs of Los Angeles. The Restraining Orders were obtained at the suggestion of local Sheriffs
concerned for the safety of the Family community.

In another action taken against Family detractors, the Philippine government has issued an Order
of Arrest for the same above mentioned Daniel Welsh (aka Pat Price), a resident of Pasadena,
California, and co-conspirator Edward A. Priebe (aka Albert Reason), a Canadian. After stealing
more than 3 million dollars’ worth of audio-visual materials from Family archives in the Philippines
last September, Priebe and Welsh were arrested by the National Bureau of Investigation in Manila.
They jumped bail and fled after being released into the temporary custody of Larry Baldock,
National Director of Youth With a Mission. According to Priebe’s daily logs, which were obtained
by the Family ¢community in Manila, the stolen materials were stored by the same Larry Baldock
until arrangements were made to ship them to the USA.

These same logs by Priebe indicate that the stolen property was received in the U.S. by the above
mentioned Samuel Ajemian and Asa Matian, and others. The Family has also filed official
complaints and reports with the FBI, the Immigration and Naturalization Service and the US
Attorney’s Office of Los Angeles, as well as the L.A. County Sheriff's Department, detailing Daniel
Welsh, Edward Priebe, Samuel Ajemian and Asa Matian’s involvement in this conspiracy of theft
and fraud. We have also advised the L.A. County Sheriff that Mr. Ajemian and Ms. Matian may
be in possession of some of these stolen materials. All of these original audio and visual tapes have
been officially listed as stolen property in the US and the Philippines and anyone being in
possession of them could be subject to criminal prosecution.

Slander and libel suits are also being considered by Family lawyers against the above—menhoned
detractors, and others who have maliciously maligned The Family. Although in the past The Family
has not been known to take such legal action, due to the growing climate of religious bigotry being
fostered by such individuals, The Family has begun to make more full use of the law and exercise
their legal rights as American citizens. This recent action is now being taken agamst the threatening
behavior of these hostile detractors so as to insure the safety of our children in our peace-loving,
missionary communities.
— END —




PRESS RELEASE.

" The Family Vindicated by Landmark Legal Victory in Barcelona

July, 1993

THE FAMILY, a
Christian grou%
Children of
absolved of all criminal charges brought
against them in a highly.publicised case in
Barcelona, Spain. Judge José Antonio
Oscariz Gonzalvez, president of the panel of
judges trying the case in the Provincial Court
of Barcelona, concluded three years of legal proceedings
by declaring on July 1, “All the accused are acquitted of
all charges.”

non-traditional
whick evolved from the

The case against The Family opened in July, 1990,
when police and social workers, goaded by spurious
charges of child abuse from “anti-cuit” detractors, raided
the group's community in Barcelona, Twenty-one children
were seized and taken 10 a State-run institution where they
were held for 11 months. During this time, the children
were frequently neglected or mistreated by social workers,
resulting in a number of serious injuries. Before releasing
the children, Catalan officials set conditions which
deliberately undermined the group’s communal jifestyle:
that the youngsters had 10 abandon their home schooling
and attend public school, and each individual family had
to live in its own private residence,

A final hearing concerning the custody of the children
was held on May 22, 1992. Judge Adolfo Femando
Qubifia’s ruling absolved Family members of all charges
of child abuse. Noting the lengths The Family"s detractors
were willing to go to, the judge staled that the religious
movement was “an attacked group”. He decried the “care”
the children received while in state custody by saying,
“They were put in the hands of a group of psychologists
who, in a language the children did not understand
[Catalan], psychoanalyzed them twice for a prolonged
period and 1issued reports cast in esoteric language
designed rather to justify the operation [of the authorities
in seizing the children) than to describe any intellectual
anomalies, which are completely nonexistent.”

Judge Oubifia alluded to the Catalonian government's
action being reminiscent of the “Spanish Inquisition™ and
the “concentration camps of those former empires that
ceased 1o be when human dignity brought down the Berlin
Wall.” He reminded the prosecution that “the Spanish
Constitution guarantees the parents’ right 10 give their

children the religious and moral education according to

their own convictions.” The court ruied that full and
unconditional custody of the children be immediately
restored to their parents. :

The following day the lead story in the Diario de
Barcelona reported, “The courthouse compares the official
action in the Children of God case with the Inquisition. . .
. The Judge believes that the confinement of the minors at
the [social services] center is comparable 10 a Soviet

- concentration camp.” To the chagrin of the prosecuting
District Attorney, the national paper, La Vanguardia,
added, “The magistrales affirm that the operation of the
Catalonian Police of July '90 was a mistake and that the
(Family] community was assauited.”

0od movement, has been

Frustrated that the costly attempt 10 remove The
Family's children from their parents had failed in the civil
coun, the District Attorney pressed for a penal case. She
accused The Family of being an “illegal association”, of
defrauding their donors, and of psychologically damaging
their children. For these alleged crimes, she asked thal the
10 Family adults in Barcelona be sentenced to a collective
time in prison of 200 years.

Representatives from  “anti-cult” organisations
including Spein’s ProJuventud and CROAS, and Britain’s
Cult Information Centre attended the trial, which was held-
in June, 1993. As witnex<cs for the prosecution, these
“anti-cultists” claimed thai he defendants were part of 2
*destructive cult”. In response 1o such allegauons, the
court refused 10 succumb (o the anti-cultists’ propaganda,
stating that it “had dismissed pejorative words such as
‘destructive’ and ‘mind control’.”

In a strongly worded 43-page verdict, Judge QOscariz
Gonzalvez concluded, “ [Family] community
maintains a disciplined communal way of life, distributing
the responsibilities famong its members). There is no
proof existing that there is any coercive behaviour. .. . In
accordance with their moral leadings they teach their
school-age children through home schooling, in a manner
similar to (hat of religions boarding schools. . . . Their
classes are complemenled with readings of the Bible and
other texts. . . . The adults in the community show a great
love and tenderness [towards the children). . . . The

psychiatric reports are unanimous in vehemently
dismissing any mental illness . . . or any kind of psychosis
or psychopathy.” .

In addition, the judge ruled that there was “no proof
that fraud or trickery was used in their [The Family's]
presentation [to donors of goods]. . . . None of the donors
feel that they have been deceived or damaged, thus no
complaints were filed whatsoever,”

The court also clearly stated that absolulely nothing
presented in the case indicated thair The Family was a
threal to the imternal security of Spain. Therefore, it was
ruled that no grounds exist to declare The Family an
“iliegal association”™,

The Family members who were the defendants in this
case are presently consulting with their legal
representatives about filing suit against the Catalan
authorities for needlessly seizing, institutionalizing and
traumatising their children.

The Family appeals to the public, the media and the
authorities to be objective and fair-minded in evaluating
their movement, and to dismiss the anti-religious
propaganda being' disseminated by the aforementioned
‘anti-cult” organisations and their affiliates.

For more information, please wrile:

14118 Whiitier Blvd. Suite 116, Whittier, CA 90605
— Phone: (310) 497.0175 — FAX: (310) 694.6685
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“The Family’ and the Final Harvest

Sexual Controversy Surrounds Sect Rooted in '60s Counterculture

By Gustav Niebubr
Washegios Pt Scall Wriney
LA HAPRA HEIGHTS, Calif.—Just what is The
Family-—a group of radically self-sacrificing Chris-
tians or, as some allege, a sex-obsessed doomsday
3

An answer is offered by Daniel Alexander, a polite,
bespectacled man, sitting in the sun behind a big
house in this Los Angeles suburb. He's the father of
13 children, once a Roman Catholic, but for the past
22 years a follower of “Father David,” a reclusive
prophet who foretells the coming of a dictator called
the anti-Christ, the rise of a brutal One World Gov-

ermnment and its eventual overthrow by Jesus Christ, .

in the Second Coming.

The Family, Alexander says. is a group of “evan-
gelical, fundamentalist, born-again® missionaries who
live and preach in dazens of countries. Spurred by

their bebief that the “End Time" is here, many mem-
bers are returning to the United States after 20 years
abroad, hoping to reap a final “harvest” of souls. The
group says it bas about 9,000 members worldwide,
with about 750 scattered across the United States.
Sure, Alexander concedes, plenty of people object

- that The Family's “Law of Love”™ permits sex cutside

marriage and that the group ence condoned a practice
known as *flirty fishing"—the use of sex to win con-
verts. .

But The Family's primary goals are to proclaim the
Gospel and save souls for Jesus, Members oppose
abortion, homosexuality, drugs and drunkenness.
They frown on birth control. They respect the Rev.
Billy Graham.

»We admire Christians,” Alexander says. “But it’s
interesting, it’s oot reciprocal. Because they identify
us as acult,” '

See THE FAMILY, A16,Col 1

Do they ever.

The deaths of David Koresh and
his Branch Davidian followers in
April after a standoff with federal
agents in Waco, Tex., turned up the
beat on a spiritual warfare simmer-
ing across the United States.
movements® (cults, to their oppo-
nents) founded in the past three or
four decades and usually led by a
person whom members regard as a
prophet. Arrayed against them are
ex-members of these groups, along
with various “counter-cult® organ-
izations,

Few of the religious groups have
been as coosistently controversial
23 The Family. Its critics—many of
them exr-members—maintain that
The Family's leadership follows a
pobicy of lying to outsiders, is
steeped in 3 history of sexual devi-
ance and has even meddled in Third
World politics.

The Family denies all this, calling
sich statements “persecution.” And
members point to Waco as a ex-
ample of just how far persecution
<an go.

The Waco tragedy reflects The
Family's theology, which leans
beavily on the end-of-the-world im-
agery in the Bible’s Book of Rew-
elation. “We believe the Waco in-
cident was a foretaste, 3 foretaste

"of the Great Tribulation,” says Ak

exander, “A wake-up call” agrees
;nothero member, Timothy Fichard,

Recently, breaking years of vir-
tual silence, The Family hegan in-
viting reporters and religious schol-
ars to visit its La Habra Heights
comumune and get to know a group
that traces its roots to the 1960s
counterculture,

In 1968, evangelical preacher
David Berg began gathering a fol-
lowing of bomn-again hippies who
hung out at a coffeehouse in Hun-
tingtoa Beach, just down the coast
from Los Angeles.

Berg was anti-establishment to
the core and full of foreboding about
America’s future. He condemned
established churches as ineffective
and urged a return to the early
Christian community described in
the Bible’s Book of Acts, in which
believers tived together and shared
all
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In 1969, Berg bad a revelation
that California would be hit by a

major earthquake and took his fol-

lowers on the road.

Early members recall being wan-
dering soul-savers, yoaming the
highways, preaching Jesus. A col-

orful bunch, they turned up at pub-’

lic events-—the Chicago Seven trial,
the funeral of Sen. Everett M. Dirk-
sen (R-Il)—dressed in  scariet
sackcioth, their forebeads smeared
with ashes, carrving fong staffs with
which they would strike the ground
and shout “Woe™ They became
known as the Children of God. Berg
was “Moses David”

The older adults at the commune
here remember the Children of God
-35 a revolutionary movement, ai-
tractive to the spiritual seckers of
the time. '

Kay Spain, 44, was a Baptist
youth director in a roral Texas
church, full of fire “to win the workl
for Jesus." Don George, 44, was a
Scarsdale, N.Y., Presbyterian, a
long-hair, dabbling i drugs, oo 2
spiritual search, “just determined to
find the truth.” -

Alexander also was on & spiritual
quest. Visiting & Detroit art muse-
um m 1971, be spotted a young
man “withessing” to strangers.

“T went up to him and | said, Tm
looking for a way to serve God,’”
Alexander says, The man belonged
to the Children of God and he taltked
about the group's work and lkife-
suyles. Alexander was sold on the
spot. “It was like: Chick! [ knew that
was what God had in mind for me.”

Berg communicated with his
growing flock through a steady
stream of “Mo Letters” giving
guidance on matters of belief, per-
somal behavior, even automobile
maintenance. To date, he has issued
more than 2,800 of these,

“God has always had a mouth-
piece, where he gave his word to
his people,” says Jonathan Waters,
19, who lives in the La Habra
Beights house and was born into
- The Family.

No one interviewed for this ar-
ticle claims to know where Berg—
now 74—lives these days. He was
in the Canary Islands in the mid-
1970s, in the Philippines about five
vears ago. Alexander says he met
Berg in Spain about 15 years ago
but adds: “Most people have never
met him, He does not make person-
al appearances.” John Francis, The
Family's international spokesman,
says that Berg "keeps his where-
abouts private for a number of rea-
sons, mainly to have private time to
hear from the Lord™

She calls The Family 2 “pseudo-
Christian cult” that dabbles in occult
“They don't understand biblical
Christjanity apart from Berg's writ-
ings.” she says. _
Family spokesman Francis says
the group takes “strong exception”
to the claim that it is not Christian,
Its beliefs are “fundamentally
rooted in the New Testament,” he
says, comparing Berg's writings to

the letters of the apostie Paul, pro- .

viding practical instruction to Chris-
tians,

By the mid-2970s, the Children
of God had “colonies” in an esti-
mated 70 countries. In 1977, s
members were reported to be living
in overwhelmingly Muslim Libya,
apparently with approval of its lead-
er, Moammar Gadhafii Rarely
heard from, the group continued to
attract unflattering publicity. In
1984, one of Berg's daughters,
Deborah Davis, wrote a book about
her father, alieging sexual excesses.

By The Family's own account,
these were productive years—as
the group spread out to preach on

“five continepts—but also a time of

change and uncertainty,

In 1978, Berg dismissed more
than 300 leading members after
hearing unspecified “reports of se-

. . Toe Wasmineton Post

ricus misconduct and abuse of their
positions.” He remamed his follow-
278 The Family of Love,

Around this time, the group be-
g0 its practice of “flirty fishing”
CFFing.” many members called it),
which won it an enduring aotoriety.

To siow God’s love, members
would offer sex 28 & way of evan-
Berg's. The Family’s histary states

In “flirty fishing,” a
practice banned in
1987, members
would offer sex as a
way of evangelizing
people.

cial people-—in the media, lawyers,
in the government,” he says.
Family spokesman Francis denies
this, saying that flirty fishing was
directed mainly at “lonely traveling
businessmen that were in hotels,”
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“Our motives have been and al
ways remain witnessing to the Gos-
pel,” Francis says. “We used FFing
to reach peopie we couldn’t reach

its afficial history says. The group
tightened its standards in the late
1980s “to ensure that all member
comumunities provide 3 very whale-
some environment for all, particu-
farly the children.” It also shartened
. its name to The Family.

Despite the changes, opponents
do not have to reach very far back
in the past for ammonition.

Critics like to cite 3 couple of
publications from The Famiy of
Love period, incleding a 1987 “Ba-
*T .-g!i n II.'Md"
fers explicit advice on sex among
prepubescent teens. There's also
something called “My Little Fish®
containing nude photographs of a
young boy and an adult woman em-
bracing. :

Francis says the handhook con-
tains "early guidelines” intended to
prevent teenage pregnancies and to
teach youths that sex is a gift from
God, The handbook is “long outda-
ted,” be says. “At present, there’s
0o authorized sexual practices be-
tween any teens under the age of
16.*

As for “My Little Fish,” be says it
is a chapter out of a longer book on
child care and is meant to get par-
ents to discuss sex openly with their
children. :

Still, the critics persist.

These days, one of the most out-
spoken i3 Edward Priebe, » Cana-
dian who helped edit group publi-
cations until he quit in 1990 after
19 years. He alleges that it was not

unusual for adult members to have '

sexual relations with teenagers be-
fore 1986, when the leadership
moved against this. -

Priebe says he worked in 1936-
88 in the Philippines, where top
Family officials openly sympathized
with right-wing military officers
who tried to overthrow the govern-
ment of Corazon Aquino. “What we
. were doing was supplying all the
moral support, you know, ‘God is
with you,” " he says.

Francis denies both charges.

“Tiw  may have beea genuine
cases of child sexual abuse in The
Family, but any place we have come
across them, we have excommuni-

valued at $750,000.

Priebe says he offered to hand
the tapes back to The Family in
return for either custody of or vis-
iting rights to his two children, who
are members of the group living in
another Asian country, When The

Family ignored his offer, he turned-

over copies of some of the tapes,
w