
UfQC.O/&#39;E!Y0.NC92� bo~uic92ioLN
Compound

92:§92e. NW  .o�.>- 92-92Q- 92050305

StC&#39;92&#39;w&#39;N NU�; L-92



SUUECE

FiL¬ DCHTIEJEFI _&i-41¢-445255;

5¬CZ§1Or1 DUITJE>¬R g �

51:�-=&#39;m|.v&#39;l&#39;i>.u: bk b7� �
6/-%»M-//~4*»-1~J/:,w=»~!

. _ ... . . _._.--..-M.--_-.�,,.,,_._.-92----_-_.-F,---.3--;_&#39;.=¢� *�7_�-.1-&#39;�&#39; 7�1�� _ ¬_�&#39;-�nu



____ an __._ .&#39; &#39;
{e �_ I .P   -v-~92

=_ �. /Director Hilliam Sessions �&#39; $2
Federal Bureau of Investigations
Hashington, D.C. - .__J09 35 &#39; bgjw}

The President 17 Apr 1993 -
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Clinton, _ " 92A|7{5:, 3 = - - _

Please allow the FBI the operational latitude they need to end the
stand�off in.Haco. Our law enforcement agencies can and should end
this immediately. The fact that they haven&#39;t, logically leads one
to assume that they have been constrained by Washington.

Initially, I thought that the stand-off was allowed for the purpose -
of building public support for anti gun legislation. Now, it seems
to me, we have lost control of the situation. This is a tragedy.

The continuing excuse for the status quo is the potential danger
to the children. The Davidean cult, not the FBI or the ATP, has put
the children at risk. If this tactic is allowed, every crazy in the
country will shield themselves with innocent children.

To knowingly place a child in harms way is not only despicable,
but should be criminal. The Davidean cult has done this. Every
adult in the compound should be held accountable for the welfare
of every child inside. _h_

The cult should be notified that destruction of the compound will
begin within 24 or 48 hours. If all children have not been released
by that time, all adults inside should be charged with criminal
negligence with regard to child safety.-

dé3-H0-1o§@3M--20!The entire structure should be raze using ar ore vehicles *
equippedlwith dozer blades. They will all come out when their house
falls in. If the structure is allowed to stand, it will become a �
haven for the same or another cult. This may be the last
opportunity for its destruction. It will also end this stand-off.

Our law enforcement agencies know their job, and are the best in
the world. Don&#39;t tie their hands behind their back, and expect
them to keep law and order. Ne need them now more than ever before.
If the problem is in the leadership of the FBI and/or the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, replace the leadership. If it&#39;s
in your office, correct it.

 p ________.
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I respectfully request that you direct the appropriate authorities
to end this stand-off. It is long over-due, and too much has
already been lost, forever. We all want to protect the young and
innocent, however disciplined behavior, that&#39;s fair, beats over
indulgence every time. Our service academies are prime examples .
of the importance of disciplined behavior. Criminal court dockets
illustrate the lack of that discipline. You are paid to make tough
decisions. Earn your pay.

Clearly state your goal. Don&#39;t tell them how to achieve it.

Copy: Lloyd Bentsen rel
Dennis DeConcini
Stephen E. Higgins
Edward S. Knight
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Your correspondence concerning the former
standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, has
been received. Your interest in sharing your-views and
suggestions with President Clinton is appreciated.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard
to preclude this tragedy.

. &#39; Sincerely yours,

[cs I4

E Michael F. Knapp
Inspector-Deputy Chief

- Office of Public and
Congressional Affairs

, o osure
- Hr. collingwood -  Room 7240!
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- Hr. Knapp �  Room 7270! &#39;

- sac San Antoni - Encl   "/$919595



� _

FEDERAL&#39;BUREAU or INV. b 40/nznscron s. curs? ll u

wasnnwrou, n.c. 20007 b
DEAR SIR: &#39; "

.

CULT LEADER SENDS BIBICAL. THREATENING LETTER TO AGENTS.

CULT LEADER DAVID KORESH IS A FALSE god. WHO SENDS THE WRONG
MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE. FIRST: THE ALMIGHTY GOD GAVE US "TEN LAWS" TO
LIVE AND BE GUIDED BY TO ADJUST OUR LIVES. BU USING OUR FREE WILL TO
DENOTE THE DIFFERENCE-BETWEEN "GOOD AND EVIL�. RIGHT AND WRONG. AND IT
IS UP TO US TO DECIDE WHAT IS RIGHT AND WHAT IS WRONG T0 GAIN THE KNOWf
LEDGE TO DETERMINE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO.

THE DIVINE SPIRIT OF LIFE ALLOWS NO NAN ON THIS EARTH TO USE

THE NAME OF GOD IN ANY MANNER OR CHOICE WORDS IN VAIN. NO MATTER WHAT
KORESH CALLS THE DIVINE SPIRIT OF LIFE. HE GAVE NO ONE THE RIGHT TO
SAY GOD SAID OR DIDN&#39;T SAY. BECAUSE NO ONE HAS THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THE
LAWS HE HAD GIVEN TO MOSES. THE �TEN COMMANDMENTS&#39;CAN NEVER BE CHANGED
OR ALTERED TO SATISFY MANRIND. THEY ARE THE LAWS OF GOD AND THE LAWS OF
CREATION. THAT DETERMINING POINT OF RIGHT OVER WRONG.

NO MAN ON THIS EARTH. NOT EVEN THE SON OF GOD. JESUS CHRIST.
WAS EVER GIVEN PERMISSION TO BE GOD. THE FATHER ALMIGHTY. THAT IS WHY.
JESUS CHRIST SAID. "HE WHO BELIEVES IN HY FATHER. AND KEEPS HIS LAWS.
WILL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF GOD". NOT ONE MAN AS A LEADER OF A NATION
LEADER OF RELIGION. HAS THE RIGHT TO BREAK THESE LAWS. FORGIVENESS IS IN

THE EYES OF THE BEHOLDER. AND IN THE EYES OF THEY WHO HAVE BEEN OFFENDED

THE SCARS OF LIFE WILL LIVE WITH US FOREVER. TO LEARN AND UNDERSTAND THE
WRONGS WE HAVE COHHITTED. THERE IS ONLY A RIGHT AND A WRONG. THERE NEVER
WAS IN THE EYES OF GOD ANYTHING CALLED SIN. THIS WAS CREATED BY HANKIND.

NO GOD OF CREATION HAS EVER EHPOWERED HIS ANGER TO PUNISH AND
HARM THE PEOPLE WHO OPPOSE HIM OR HIS PEOPLE. WHAT RELIGIOUS LEADERS DO

NOT KNOW IS THEIR STUPIDITY. BY NOT UNDERSTANDING ONE WORD OF GOD THE

DEVINE SPIRIT OF LIFE. NOR DO THEY UNDERSTAND ONE WORD OF JESUS CHRIST.
BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST SAID. "FATHER FORGIVE THEN FOR THEY DO NOT UNDER-
STAND". WHAT IS SO HARD TO UNDERSTAND. THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD. THE DE

F /!

VINE SPIRIT OF LIFE. AND THE "TEN COMMANDMENTS AS A "WAY OF LIFE". FOR ALL
TO FOLLOW TO RESEECT THEIR NEIGHBOR. AS THEY WANT TO BE RESPECTED. IT IS
THE PEOPLE. WHO INFLICT UPON THEMSELVES THEIR OWN CORPOREAL DESTRUCTION.
THROUGH DISOBEDIENCE TO THESE LAWS. AS THEY THE PEOPLE WHO DEFY ALL LAWS
OF ALL NATIONS.THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GUIDANCE SYSTEH TO PREVENT INJUST
ICE AND LEADING THE PEOPLE TO THEIR OWN DEVASTATION. IT&#39;S THE FAULT OF
LEADERSHIP OF NATIONS. LEADERSHIP OF RELIGION AND THEOLOGY WHO HAVE CON-
DEMNED AND DESTROYED THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE BY OVERSEEING THE LAWS OF

con AND MAKING LAWS or THEIR own . égl// pi/�_5-£9345-__:~0923
&#39;3&#39;: WILL cnnnnnuas ANY AND ALL LEADERS or NATIONS on annmzons on

THIS EARTH TO THE TRUTH OF THE WORD OF GOD. THE DIVINE SPIRIT OF LIFE.

IRCLOSURE
AQJC
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Cult leader sends Biblical "
- Tliclloocictedllrolo

WACO, Texas - An angry.
threatening letter written by cult
leader David Koresh as if he were
God could he the divine message
Koresh says he needs before end-
ing a six-week-old siege, the FBI
said on Saturday.

�The letter is threatening and
cites six Biblical passages," FBI
agent Bob Ricks said. "The gist of
the letter, like the Biblical pas-., » -

sages, conveys messages of a
powerful, angry God empowering
his chosen people to punish and
harm those who oppose them.�

Koresh�s letter was delivered
to the FBI by his deputy, Steven
Schneider, when he emerged
from the cult compound on Fri-
day afternoon to light incense
canisters in observance of Good
Friday, Ricks said. _

The four-page letter is written
in the first person and signed

-..~,-.e.._» .--=--.- . --,-1,. -__-- _. I , ..

�Yahweh Koresh,� which Koresh
says is the true name of God,
Ricks said. Federal agents were
trying to confirm with other cult
members whether the letter is
their expected message from
God. he said.

Koresh, a self-described
doomsday prophet, repeatedly
has said he is awaiting God&#39;s
word before leading his Branch
Davidian followers from the
group&#39;s heavily armed home out-

- 0

threatening letter tot agents
side Waco.

Koresh and 95 others, including
17 children, have remained in the
fortress since a Feb. 28 shoot-out
with agents of the Bureau of Al-

� cohol, Tobacco and Firearms.
Four agents were slain and 18
were wounded. Koresh has said
six cultists died. .
. Saturday was the 42nd day of
the standofi, with no signs it
would soon end. The cult report-
edly considers Easter a pagan

holiday and doa not plan to ob-
serve it. -

Ricks would not elaborate on
the threats contained in Koreslfs
mmage and said FBI experts
were trying to decipher it.

�if it is the message from God".
then we have to know what the
heck the message is.� Ricks said.

The FBI is still operating under
earlier assurances from lawyers
that the siege could end this
weekend at the conclusion of the_ . . .

&#39; I .

Branch Davidians&#39; Passover oh-
servance, Ricks said. &#39; �

Houston lawyers Dick De-
Guerin and Jack Zimrnermann,
who represent Koresh and

Schneidenmaylieallowedtotalk
with their clients early this week
hut will not he permitted in the
compound until the standoff is
ending, Ricks said. &#39;

Federal agents on Saturday
wercrepairlogphonelinesinto
thecompound.

._ �_7 � � � 7 Y _* _1|* <*&#39; � _ &#39;_*- I-I II-nnhilnlnln F II"-

E-.&#39;."�l_QSURE
"I." »



. 92

41$

Dep. Dir. _.____.
AEIQI. _...._._

AD0hI.i._.-._
led. Din:

Ad|n.�3-eves. _....._.
 _.-__
HIM. ,.i,__,,,
woJl9n1. .._.__
hi� ---i_.__
lvdlI.__.___ ____,__ __

I-99116-cum. _.
Iecll 5-cw .. 1. .
Irsining

orig. A05. Oil.
rt. oi  IEO
1|. Lani-011 &
um, am. _
IL Q-1 Pvhloc ills,
.-lI&#39;1rIl920192e Hm
--realm�:  Ilium

Qb;
~~~--,4"? &#39;

_ ,,

Q e - up -

_ .

I

P

April 29, 1993

/,r 1� - -
.,_.}�  ,;-&#39;1 - f92 . ---.-

,.r .

Q�/CL

Your recent correspondence concerning the former
standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated.

DB3!�

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard
to preclude this tragedy.

&#39; Sincerely yours,
 � to

E Michael P. Knapp
Inspector-Deputy Chief
Office of Public and

Congressional Affairs M

sac, sen Antonio - Enclosures �!  ""�H@� M59
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Friday 3 March 1993

FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION

NINTH STREET and&#39;PENNSYLVANIE AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON

If

in Waco to

telephone.
in the air

Oh

someone hasn&#39;t thought of it-already, tell your agents
shut off the utilities, water, electricyty/gas,
The fanatics will come out soon enough, with one hand
and the other holding the nose.

a return trip from Nova Scotia by train across Canada
in 1986, from Montreal to Winnipeg three cars loaded with
passengers were without water. You can imagine the conditions at
winnipeg, when the railroad changed cars.

In a novel I wrote called �The Color of Adam�, I used
this to bring out a barricaded group that was making demands on
the President, a descendent of slaves who had become President in
the course of events. They came out soon enoigh, jusrt as those
people in Waco will, if they have no water, electricity, or gas.

I don&#39;t ask any credit for this. Just get those bums out
of there.

Respectfully,
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:  67¢�
Your recent correspondence concerning the former

standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated.

DOG!�

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable
to convince David Korean to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard
to preclude this tragedy. _,.

Sincerely yours,

 I J1!

E Michael I". Knapp
Inspector-Deputy Chief
Office of Public and

Congressional Affairs

- ur. Coulson  Room 5012! � Enclosure
Hr. Knapp -  Room 7270!
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April 28, 1993
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929L k;1c &#39;
Your recent correspondence concerning the former

standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable _
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of lite. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard
to preclude this tragedy.

&#39; sincerely yours,

�/{;§*;//- Michael F Knapp
.. Inspector-Deputy Chief

Office of Public and
A, � Congressional Affairs
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April I, i993

Federal Bureau of Investigation
and &#39;

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Wash ington D.C.

Gentlemen;

I would like to express mztagminrion and appreciationlo the men and women of
your orgauizazions who are on the from &#39; in Waco and other places where crime and
criminals are trying desperavelv roundermine our freedom and establish their own power base
that serves only the-i.r own sel�sh interests. I believe that my opinion is shared by most
Americans in spire of the vocal opinions voiced by those who seek media auemion. This later is
jua no let you know that we are here, supporting what you are doing, and thanl�xl that there are
people like you and yen: organizations. Keep up �ze good work.

u 51¢»
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April as, 1993

, oi "

92,b,,,
Thank you for writing on April 1st and commenting

-1-Q,

so favorably about the FBI and our investigative efforts in
connection with the former standoff in Waco, Texas. Citizen

support is very important to us as we strive to carry out our

responsibilities to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

_Wiiliam S. Sessions
_ William S. Sessions

&#39; Director

1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure
1 -
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Your April 12th letter about the former standoff in
Waco, Texas, has been brought to my attention. I appreciate the
concern which prompted you to offer your assistance in resolving
this matter.
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Fedenal Buneau of Inventiyation
Wanhinyton, DC 2053f

�ean fin,
I would like to expnenn my feelinyn ahout thea%aco Texan incident and
will not tahe up much of youn time. �� -
No one in even pleaned with the loan of life, enpecially involvin nmall .
childnen. "What wan done that tooh thone liven wan inevitable andgwould
have heen only a matten of time.
I feel that you §in, Httonney §enenal �anet Reno, and all othenn involvedin the decinion mahin made the ni�htmdecinion. I hnow that the decinionyou all made wan diffgcult £5 neac . _
I am confident that even onnihle nlfont wan made and mane than enou h
oppontunity wa4 novidedyfgn �avid�Kone4h and hin followene to peacefillyend us.-. 41¢.-un;;&#39;f&#39;
Fan fift one daya the United Jtaten and law Cnfoncement wene hontaye toa veny dinanyed individual and hi4 cult.
you have all nhown the countn and the wonld that the cniminal elementn
in thin countny ane dealt with fainly; mone impontantly that they will not
maintain contnol of oun countny on oun commanitien.
In law enfoncement we often timen have to make nplit aecond decinionn that
will end in the countn {on monthn and eann to nee if what we decided wanconnect. The anm-chain auanten bachn have had fifty one da 4 to ohnenve
law enfoncement pnopenly deal with thin nituation but they have alneady
lont night of wh it happened and that the law enfoncement o ficenn thatdied wene unnelfiah; the gave up thein liven a a nenult o ei 6 iefin tnying. 10 pnotect andynenve. &#39; 8 1 anI feel nanny {on the farnilien who lont éove onen on both niden hut the
job that you all did wan done well....all fifty one dayn.
I am hut one pennon hut pleaae convey that my leelinyn ane that of many.

3:�/ M   l I
- __ 03- HQ &#39;93&#39;03O§� _
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Federal Bureau of Investigation �pril 20, 1993

--/

I.support?in every way the action taken by the FBI on the stand
11 would have done different isoff at§HQCD. The only thing I persona y

waiting as long as you all did before the tear gas was used to bring

this to a Biad.
David oresh was a Nut and all of those that were followers of

him were also Nuts, He could not live with the system that we havegso
there was no place for him in this society.

&#39; �ll be made know to the world at large so-The survivors,I hope,wi
we may,not be segregative toward them but,be forewarned that we have
just met a nut,that is if and when we meet one of them.I would prefer
to stay away from nuts and keep my family away from them also, how
could I do that unless I know who the Nuts are.

The news media seems to make this into something that it =
isn&#39;t.The news media continually uses the American Constitution as a
back bone to support their constant meddling then,when it suits their
purposes,they speak out against the federal government to sell more
of their copy to the public. Its all sort of stupid Isn&#39;t it ?

&#39; o � si off.well ! Iv&#39;e said what I wanted to say s I ll gn
Than

we» i
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April 22, 1993

FBI Director William Sessions
Federal Bureau of Investigation
FBI Building
uashingtpn DC 20000

Dear Director Sessions: -

Mk 1-. &#39;
5/@/45

I justed wana�d to let You know I support the actions
of the FBI in the aco Texas/tragedy. You did what you
judged was probabI§_§3Tng�Eo come out better than any other
options. I continue to have faith in all of You.

>-
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FEDERAL BUREAU or INVESTIGATION 3 ,=.  9 ,. Xa?§. , ég../%y-/ �.205/h 4/51-
WASHINGTON, . . =

* 0
Z2 April 1993 &#39;

To whom it may concern:

Today on Paul Haveys radio program I heard that 73% or more of the
American public approve of the way the FBI handled the �Waco; &#39;I�e_:_;_a_g
problem. I too want to tell you that I approve of the way you all
handled it. If I were there and the one who made those- decision I
probably would have done the same. Probably for the next 10 years
after the talking and then the movies we will still realize that
there is little one can do with those who will use the teachings of
Christ to exploit those who so desperately need to feel needed. You
would think that the memory of Jim Jones still in the minds of us
all that we would not so easily be led astray by those like the so
called David Koresh. I cannot understand it. It will take one who
has more knowledge and understanding the I, probably Christ himself.

Again, I want to tell you that you are doing the best job that you
can do. I hope and pray that it will be a very long time before we
see another Cult leader like Koresh.

I M
67¢»

B¬.q&#39;92�
P . S .

Could you please forward this to-the proper place�? Thank You.
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April 20, 1 993

Attorney General Janet Reno
FBI Director William Sossions -/
Director: Alcohoi,Tobacco 81 Firearms

Dear Official:

"Don&#39;t let the bastards get you down!�

The governments actions at the cult headquarters incident in
5&#39; _92!V_ag9,Texas were proper.

Do not pay any attention to all the instant exgrts wh
in second guessing and Mo &#39; erbaclnng,

at
bra.

...-- Q &#39;
r
i
.E 45�-//1.?-/J57 w

girector William Sessions
FBI¥headquaa rtera
WashingtOn:DC

o specialize
7 �ndrgg-rnorn|nJg__$|art &#39;

i

-.../

92.

 w5/aw:  r A

XX»?

i

J�/0 &#39;� "A



/i:

April 21, 1993

President Bill Clinton
Poesidmt of the United States of America
White House Office
1600 Pernsylvarzia Avenue
Wasl�ngtcn, 0 c 20500 "

Re: "Waco
Dear President Clinton:

&#39; teringmy opinions as a citizen, taxpayer, mother,I am regis
life long Danocrat and Clintm supporter.

1. JanetRenohasatta.inedl-IarryI�ru:m1statusinhercourage
and abilities.

2. The FBI was well within its full scope to handle this situation
andwentm1ch£m:therthsn1a11yonecou1dde:nmd.

ftheohildrenwasatragedy,buthadtheylived3. &#39;I�he loss o
theywouldprobablyhavebeen lost due to exposure to ignorant
religious beliefs.

better use of our hard earned taxes.b &#39;4. Thetaxpayers expect
1 todealwithanignorant

I-nu

Fiftyonedaysxaerefartoo mg
supposed cult leader.

5. Ihequestionoffiretrucltsisaboutasdmiaasthemedia
can possibly get, who in their right mind would send defenseless

&#39; firenen into that situation.

Ialsofeelthatlcanexpressscme
E
President Clinton, as a supporter

onlv as a help not to critize. Get toughopinionstoyou. lmeanthese , ,
putsouebackbonemtoyourspokespersons. Iknowthatweaverage

areunder,butasr:rcng1magecitizens cazmotccnprehendthepressureyou
isneeded. Ifeelandsensesou1eshi.ftingsand0d1ichwedorl&#39;tr92eednow.

liiesonehundredpercentandwantyoutoilstnbeliindymlmdyomrpo cas no other P�!-��sident

cc: .J&#39;ane�t/ Reno, Attorney General
FBI

Federal Bureau of Investigation
- _*,__;-. - &#39; J.&#39; Edgar Hoover Building

, DC 20535

.- -- _ ,_>: _ _:.���_�,�__�._ -- ,_ _____ .._.;-|;-7..--aq�l _T{ F-lis�tui >11!�-nu»--�-aw-nw_ -I ~.___:%~&#39;-�.--_ "-I-�vi-3|v1III92;ii**4_�~,��~��¢<�:~" &#39;-:���~"*&#39;
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April 21, 1993

NBC &#39;

30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112

u Re: W820

Dear Editor-Mmager: -

Ianregisteringaprotestorzthebiasedignorantmamerthatyour
mediaspokesperscnshavehandledthewaco incident. £92&#39;i.da-ntlyyou
peoplechoosetoignorethe�mericanpublicandtheiropinions.
Noa1e,Irepeat,nocnee|cpressedtheviewsyoupresentedony0.r

newscastthatIhavespoka1withintheworkplaceandne1ghborhood.
The FBI were ccnrpletely justified in their actions. They went the
e-m:rami1ewiththosere1ig1o.1sm1ts,andyoz1sti1larec:.&#39;yingto
Iaytheblarneonthelawenforcemaat. Thequestionoffiretrucks
isaboutasdurrbasyouget. Ishoizxttzeirriglmtu�ndisgoingto
send defenseless firermzn into that kind of situation? Janet Ram

ttainedastatuslikenedtoHarryTnn~en youdore:miaerhim?!
outage and capable abilities. The loss of the children

hutinrealitywouldhavebeenlosthadtheylivedin
eligiousigrnrancetowhichtheywereeaqaosed. Theone

cultmenberwhowasinterviewedontheTodayShowto1d
it like it was andwas rudely cut off by Katie Couric. I really thought
she was an informed newsperson until this sad show of inability to
accept reality.
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21 April 1993

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
FBI Building
Washington, DC

Dear Director Sessions: i
O

" I support the actions of the FBI in the%/a_i;9_L_Iexas incident. I believe
that the initiative taken to force the occupants of the Koresh compound to exit
the buildings was overdue, as opposed to being ill-considered as expounded
by the national news media.

Everyone in the press seems to forget, that the reason law enforcement
personnel were there in the �rst place, was due to felony possession of illegal
�rearms. Four o�icers were killed l:rying to force an early entry of the
compound. I found the FBI patience in trying to deal with Koresh for the 51
days greater than I could appreciate. I did not understand why tear gas wasn&#39;t
used sooner. The press made a big deal about the �re and its origins. They
missed the point. The occupants could have come out at any time before the
4/19 tear gas, dining the tear gassing, or a�er the �re started. Several . .
occupants did just that! Those that did not leave did so for one of two
reasons, either they elected not to leave, or they were prevented by Koresh.
Interestingly some people did leave. One wonders whether they left
independently of the desires of Koresh, or with his blessing, to be his
apologists to the world he left behind.
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JUDGE snssmus
PENNSYLYANIA AVE NW

WASHINGTON. D.C. ZOSSS

DEAR JUDGE SESSIONS, - _
6/

I APPLAUD NHAT YOU AND YOUR AGENCY DID. DAVID KORESH AND HIS POLLOHERS BROUGHT ALL
OF THIS ON THEMSELVES. HE WAS A CRIMINAL AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN TREATED AS SUCH.

IT IS ABOUT TIME A LAN ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OBTAINED BACKBONE AND DID NEAT HAS RIGHT!![
CRIHINALS IN THIS COUNTY ARE TREATED LIKE KINGS AND QUEENS. WHILE LAN ABIDING
CITIZENS PAY FOR IT.  PAIR?!. .

I HAVE SPOKEN TO HANY TAX PAYING LAN ABIDING CITIZENS WHO ARE SICK AND TIRED OF HEARING HON

WE INFRINGE ON THESE CRIMINALS CIVIL RIGHT. WHAT RIGHTS SHOULD THESE PEOPLE HAVE.
AFTER ALL THEIR NOT IN PRISON BECAUSE THEY WENT TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TOO MANY TIHS.

THERE HAS GOT TO BE A CHANGE IN OUR SYSTEM. IF PRISONERS HERE MADE TO WORK AND HELP
TAKE CARE OF THNSELVES. NAYBE THEY WOULDN&#39;T BE SO ANXIOUS TO DE THERE.

THIS LETTER IS TO LET YOU AND YOUR AGENCY KNOW THERE ARE REAL LIVE

PEOPLE  NOT DO~GOODERS OR JOURNALISTS! WHO ARE THRILLED AND PROUD OF ALL OF YOU!!I!!
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April 20. 1993

William Sessions
FBI Director
FBI Building
Washington» D.C.

Dear Hr . Sessions: .

I applaud the patience. professionali�m and tactics of the FBI
during the S1 days cult stand-off in �Waco. Texas. The staff
did a fine job and certainly gave the cult members every
opportunity to exit the compound if they so desired. David

5Koresh controlled the members lives and minds thus no amount of
time would have brought the members out of the compound on
their owe free will because their free will was given over to
their fanatical leader, Koresh.
Please extend my thanks and appreciation to all agents that
were involved in the stand-off.
My only question is why did it take the FBI so long take a
visible action? Just how many taxpayer dollars were spent by
the FBI to participate in the cult stand-off?

5
, 2:"-

~T5""7"r:| v

W"

gt  _..,§,%-aw/¢.-:� 57�

v    /9 I J5�//@&#39;//5"5�95%/Z?

éi�



lie

1I�

2:/wiw 71¢ 2//4c;»~,*jM44wrw
W rm�z /8/4.44�/2&#39;54/7,%.f�5__Z�

2%,/W/Mzwzi �mp 6/M ,/
M¢Z_A�u,w? V"?/V@I&#39;7t/L .e¢we//écz-14/&#39;1!/yM!@,/�/ A01/M  f/5.7/7:» ml 7/ 5&#39;"/5&#39;

M I ///4.6,?/M ~jL/1-J �Z 1/ 1&1 /7�/Léé�g
	¢e,/v»Z,&»¢}/M,//;w»~¢/2.//¢///4&#39;,

/z/.1 /7&5;/Z14 @./[
Mwéma//% Md 7,4 %;Mz,¢,,£ @, gr £41�, ,1 #4�/Q�
0014.4 /M74» kw/ze. £z*m;, ,2�? �g�zwx /14/Z�

�I77 %/1411/I/5%,/4/4->¢~ /if"-1?" "�" ii� ! !m W 40%, "Lil Jf�k� mu!/é¬z»7,<»&#39;
�IF
M
.39
41
:J

~?I
l_I�
-

!
1&#39;-�§

/744/%/t.� zfu/1/ ca/my4.a¢»u-zra I- / jai /M �L M! Ac/z.¢   W
J mi,Z; J1� /é 1r»¢¢¬af¢»»{&#39;Z%<../1*<=+&#39;>¢+>&#39;v¢~="

/9&#39;7 /:w&<j¢¢4/
-1 4
/L if

G1;/as 74» /1!

s/5! 12/

/¬E/Y0 /Qva/=w!Y Qzvm/u
55$»/vs D1,ee&#39;c~ra/e /�I5 I



_,l,._, ,-._.,i. _-,__,_,_,, . , , , _ . _. i _., ._..,__. ,__,,,.,__,_i._,_.-;-.- --»---14..-......--i.e.» -,,s:,,,£,i:E,,.,-is...;...,-.g.e....,,- -e-,  W W .- ~ ,..... - .. .

Il-

. J� .i it y //0

il 1993

bl:
b1"

�J:-1Q C92�{

F.B.I. Department
Washington, D.G. 20013 _

6- ____..
Dear F.B.I. Personal:H !

Thank you For putting an end to the Mt. Carmel
Cult situation. We know oF 5 Families that spent
Easter without their dads because oF this past
event oF Mt. Carmel. But we understand their were

many others, also.

During Spring Break this year we were able to visit
your F.B.I. building in Haehington. Thank you For
letting people tour your Facilities. Our students
really enjoyed their visit. I hate to say they also
enjoyed the snow. Where we live in Texas we never
get snow.

Thanks again For your protection and cautious action
concerning this situation. The lost lives are tragic
but they can not say they did not have a choice.YOHP
agents take this chance whenever they go on a job.
But all oF us never know when our time is up.

&#39; Sincerely,

i b�°

I.B.I. Department . ff &#39;

�aohington,

v "P�g � .&#39;~/9&#39;./9.�? i

...... 4;.//41 /A-> a ww-&#39;<Y�@

0
_� ;, 1: F .*".?_l.



__-___,__,_,. i 1 ,_ _ .. _ - .L,__-- ,.i_-,...__%___:....  3 ;!;___ -__-,.-».. .,_..£._.L_::-,_5& ..�__.__

1- .

April 20, 1993

Hr. William Sessions _
Director, FBI
J._ Edgar Hoover Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Sessions: _

I am writing this letter to express my support for the deciaions made
by the FBI, and the U.S. Justice Department on April 19,1993, in Waco, �IX.

During the Cuban Prison Riots in Talladega, AL in 1991, I had the op-
portunity to witness first hand the professionalism and expertise of the
FBI Hostage Release Team. It is my sincere opinion that they weigh the con-
sequences of any decisions, and act in such a manner which is in the best
interest of the American public. I have no doubt whatsoever that the same
concern and considerations I observed by the I-IRT in Talladega were also exer-
cised in Waco.

It is truly a shame that the news media chooses to report only what they
believe to be news worthy, and those incidents which adversly slant the per-
spective of the American people against our law Ehforcement.

Being a Christian believer, I am sincerely saddened that so many people
chose to end their lives, and the lives of their children by blindly follow-

- ing a misguided religious fanatic like David Koresh. I pray that God will
have mercy on their souls, but my most diligent prayers are for the Law En-
forcement agents, and the officials in charge, that they have peace of mind
that their decisions were made in good faith with adesire for the best pos-
sible conclusion to a "no-win" situation.

Please express my sincere gratitude to all the agents involved, and to
. the families of the sllain and injured agents for their outstanding dedication,

1.-sand sacrifice to the American people. God Bless you all!
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION �&#39;

HASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

HILLIAN S SESSIONS,
DIRECTOR

DEAR SIR: 0éL!qc0 &#39;7; -
I HAVE HORKED AS A POLICE OFFICER FOR 15 YEARS. I HAVE

ALHAYS LOOKED AT THE FBI AS THE ELITE OF LAN ENFORCEMENT. AFTER
THE RODNEY KING AFFAIR AND YOUR INVOLVEMENT HITH 17 OFFICERS TO
PERSECUTE THE POLICE OFFICERS INVOLVED YOU HAVE LOHERED YOURSELF
TO THE LEVEL OF THE ACLU. I HAS NOT THERE AND DON&#39;T KNOH ALL THE
FACTS BUT I DO KNOW THAT IF IT HAD NOT BEEN POLICE OFFICERS AND A
BLACK HAN INVOLVED IT HOULD HAVE BEEN OVER AFTER THE FIRST TRAIL.
I HOPE JANET RENO AND YOU HAVE THE INTEGRITY TO HOLD YOURSELFS
ACCOUNTABLE IN THE HACO AFFAIR TO THE SAME DEGREE THAT YOU HELD
THE POLICE OFFICERS IN THE RODNEY KING INCIDENT.

�V.
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-aj President Bilwlinton
&#39; The White House

WashingtonD.C.

s1even�l£;;m, mad. 9
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Dear President Ollnton,
lam H �D 1031:?

the Branch Da�ian� �lial
so 9 ll&#39;l&#39;le8l&#39;92l�l&#39;li�&#39;!tl&#39;92eF.B,l.ehendli dtM lma all toyoudhe§&#39;

beoeDseTbelleve yoi�lo r.�
torture of imooent oult violin 1.
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.T.F. and the F.B.l.�e l&#39;9fU8ui r

foroes the situation tooontirm
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Contact� 159538
Department of Justice

Mr. Steven Hassan

Post Office Box 686
New Town Branch
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Hassan:

Thank you so much for
appreciates the trust
writing.

To give your concerns
President has asked me to
of Justice. I have asked
reply, but please bear in

. "- �-1.2"�.-"I " 92-.--. �I-_: . < s. - W �

92I

I

March 30, 1993

02259

your letter. President Clinton greatly
and confidence you have expressed in him by

the special attention they deserve, the
forward your letter to the Department
them to provide you with a prompt
mind that it may take several weeks to

look thoroughly into the concerns you have raised. Should you
have any questions after reviewing their response to you, you may
write: Department of Justice, 10th and Pennsylvania Avenue,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20530.

Many thanks for your patience.

***��"* e �. &#39;��4�� �4-�III-I--III--I I-I-I-L» �� &#39;� ���~II-I-IF �e ~ *�~� � � ���Y &#39; ;"7�� if �-�

Sincerely,

A,n.&=.a¢�rsha Scott
Deputy Assistant to the President

and Director of_Presidentia1
Correspondence _
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Nr. Steven Hassan
?5§E&#39;3ffice Box 683
New Town Branch
Boston, Massachusetts 02258

Dear Hr. Hassan: .

Your March 19th communication to President Clinton
sharing your views on the standoff with the Branch Davidians
in Waco, Texas, has been referred to the FBI. We appreciate
the concern which prompted you to write and offer your assistance
to the FBI.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably,
unable to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to
a peaceful resolution without further loss of life. The
events of April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved,
including the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who
worked hard to preclude this tragedy.

Sincerely yours,

Michael P. Knapp
Inspector-Deputy Chief
Office of Public and

Congressional Affairs
~ .

l - Ms. Marsha Scott . ,
Director of Presidential correspondence
The White House

2 }5Executive Secretariat - Enclosures �!
u.Room 4400-AA, D00�
- SAC, San Antonio - Enclosures �!
- Hr. Collingwood  Room 7240!
- Hr. Evans  Room 5042! - Enclosures �!
- Hr. Knapp  Room 7270! &#39;-____- rqzcn  Room 491220 éj..§j,Q_¢;:7¬3£

NOTE: STEVEN HASSAN wrote President Clinton offering his
;;;;����assistance to the FBI in connection with the standoff situation
.mr~C:II1 volving the Branch Davidians. His offer was previously�:j;r�*�bpought to the attention of our San Antonio Office by Congressman
Mmé@H_JO5ePh P. Kennedy II. Bufiles contain no other information
��*�*�~ ardin STEVEN HASSAN, based on available information.
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Apri1£:4, 1993
Federal Bureau of Investigation _Washington 0.0. 20000
Gentlemen and Ladies: _

I hope that someone in charge of the standoff inaaaco Texas�
has given some thought to the possibility that David Koresh might
have some of his Zombies dig a tunnel long enough for him to escape
without anyone knowing it. He could then claim that his body has
ascended to "heaven", as is customary with the earlier religions.
Jesus ascended out of a cave during the night. Mohammed stepped off
of a rock and on into heaven. The rock is now inside of the building
with the golden dome in Jerusalem. So surely Koresh will try to
emulate his predecessors. _

Is there any way to detect underground tunnelling
electronically? I hope you are doing it. Best wishes.

A 4.
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4.14» //m~/4>&#39;¢=>"�¢�**�@?~??
/�-&#39;92

L-/&#39;
.,,_

r.
f92&#39;-J
A. _/

Ifks £!§/ éé;EFL» 17.3 - ;

i� 5 ~74



a-My ~~ e � &#39;%-!�&#39;*&#39; e  ~-A-es-so-es; - ~- ¢ -5-=s¢;,~l;-H» �-&#39;-1-_--e e &#39;-&#39; -4 ,:~�---�=--:1� 4=-2=-=~,,,:,»=»; lilek�iise e-e-~*~?� _~ _�-,»_ e �,,_,:; -e- �.-_-__- _~_~

&#39; 1-.

0&#39;1
CT�
CT!
�.-

Q-r
-

Dear

I?� . I

1|

April 26, 1993

�!»
1,40.»

Your recent correspondence concerning the former
�"4

standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest

sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated.

0&0?-....._..._._.|
Aoonam..i
aoo|m.....i__

921591. Din:

hem. _....i

. GQIILSQIVS ._,___&#39;
C.riI|.lnu ,______ �

sincerely yours,

Michael Knapp
Inspector-Deputy Chief
office of Public and

Congressional Affairs

- SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure
- Mr. Collingwood -  Room 7240!
- Hr. Evans -  Room 5042!

6; .
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A r. 13. 1993

�,1-511

P

50FBI -- ,7�c,,
Nashington» D. C. l?
Gentlemen:

Aa.wJ
I have a suggestion concerning th£P"Koresh@ problem.

He is apparently being honored by :;:_BT&#39;the name he
has given himself. One of your agents has referred to

him as VERNON HOWELL. The media should be encouraged

to refer to him 2211 by the Howell name. All lav

enforcement should avoid calling him David Koresh.

He is so unbalanced this might not help but it

could have an influence to help resolve this &#39;�"

situation.

Thanks. Hope you are successful.

45/ /ww&#39;@>&#39;%/ V

1 H [>74 era:/U
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April 29, 1993

Lg�,
D681�

Your April 13th correspond/$4-|ce to the FBI concern-
ing the former standoff situation in-Waco, Texas, has been
received. Your interest in sharing your views and suggestion
with us is appreciated, and I want to thank you tor writing.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of April 19th
were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including the dedicated
men and women in law enforcement who worked hard to preclude this
tragedy. _

Sincerely yours,

., /S/U�!
EB Michael F Knapp
on " Inspector-Deputy Chief
°* EB Office of Public and
$1 &#39; Congressional Affairs
G: .

- 1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure
- Mr. Collingwood  Room 7240]l

�TGIIIIIJ1 - Mr. Coulson  Room 5012! - EnclosureI�air" " ~&#39;°z:§P "M" "W 4 5.//§-/£50345»? /4 |
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6 ¢
Director A 76"
Federal Bureau of Investigation
9th and Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20535

7 .

April a, 1993

To Whom It May Concern:

A couple of weeks ago I wrote to he Sheriff&#39;s Dept. ataaaco,
_Texas offering my services in helping to end the situation with
Branch Davidian. I realize that I am an unknown, but I truly
believe that I am able to help bring this situation to an end.

I recognize the potential for violence in the situation, and
I also have an understanding of the cult mentality. It is not
likely that threats of violence, psychological warfare - such as
blasting music, etc. at the stronghold will work. This only
feeds their sense of being persecuted for "what is right�, and
will encourage them to be martyrs. .

I am an ordained Southern Baptist pastor, but I have had
dealings with several cultic groups before and after my
conversion to Christianity. These groups include Satanists,
Process People, Children of God, and others. I have been
successful in the past in being influencial in turning members
these groups from their cultic associations. Besides the
violence inherent with some of these groups, I have also dealt
with members and groups of outlaw bikers, drug dealers, etc., w o
also have a propensity for violence �3 /5&#39;? //593051?� , , av

Therefore the potential for vigéince is not a deterent to e
in approaching Branch Davidian, and I believe that I could
persuade many of them on a theological level that David Kersch is
not Christ, and that it is wrong to be following him. I would go
in and talk with the group, staying with them if necessary: and
realize that in the case it becomes necessary to storm the
stonghold, that I am expendable. However, I really doubt that it
would come to this if I were allowed to approach the group. My
understanding of the Bible, the cult mindset, and acceptance of
the violence potential make me an invaluable resource for you to
use in this situation.  Besides I have a family history of such
activity - with a late uncle who worked for the CIA, and a late
uncle who assisted the FBI during the days of Machine Gun Kelly.!

éliq-is é7c.»  Q �

of
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As the length of siege time continues, so does the risk of
this group accepting a completely self-destructive martyr s
attitude and commit mass suicide I anticipate hearing from you
soon on this matter, and believe that the sooner the better

&#39;" .1; &#39;;�.iI1I1a+-

_@:f;j§§#Q?�:m09. ,.., -J-I-raw;-,w -�-1:,-5
.___ __, .

I�. &#39; . �F __-- --{H
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April 29, 1993

,7 HIV
Mari

Director Sessions has asked me to thank you for the
concern which prompted your April 8th communication and t o

express our appreciation for your kind offer of assistance in
connection with the former standoff ins�aco, Texas.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable to
convinc D i &#39; &#39; °e av d Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement wh o worked hard to
preclude this tragedy. r

- Sincerely y urs,

/s/
Michael F. Knapp

" Inspector-Deputy Chief
office of Public and _

C ngressional Affairs
I�. 0.30.5��Til - SAC, San Antonio - Encloszées"�""����i - Hr. Collingwood  Room 7240! I &#39;

Mu�u - Hr. Knapp  Room 7270!
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. K  &#39;" " April 21, 1993
Director William Sessions
Federal Bureau of Investigation
J. Edgar Hoover Building _,

Q D 0 C 0 ,"  � &#39;
i§  1 f� � -"&#39;92~4__Dear Director sessions: 92��!�{{{! I ><

Last night on ABC I watched the coverage/summation of the Waco Texas
incident. After viewing the program my disdain for "Monday morning_� -
quarterbacks" grew even more. It is amazing to me how intelligent &#39; y
people get after an event has taken place. From Peter Jennings to the Q�.
Theologian expert on the program, their vast knowledge of how the
situation should have been interpreted and ultimately handled truly
appalls me. It is very easy to be in their chair and critique an
event that has already transpired. The power of the media certainly
is great.

I wanted to take time and write to let you know that I reel the proper
and best steps were taken by you and your professional organization.
Just as practically everyone else, I truly feel sorry for the
children that had no other choice. However, for the adults, the
choice made was their own and only they are accountable. For a parent
to allow a child to be in that environment and then to let them die
because of a warped sense of reality, is unpardonable. I support you
and the entire Justice Department for your actions. You were correct
when you said, "Enough was enough".
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April 21. teas l 51¢, _.__

w-.1:

The Honorable William Sessions F, -
Federal Bureau of Investigation " 1 � , 1 , __ �*-
Department of Justice L" �-A-&#39;  {,3
10th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20535

Dear Bill:

Our prayers are with the agents of ATF and FBI who did their best to save those children. I know they
feel they failed. Please let them know that the matter was taken out of their hands by the arrogance and
cowardice of David Koresh. Please, thank them for having been our protectors, even of those children
whom they could not save. During the 51 days that these Federal agents were in our city and during the
numerous exposures which all of us had to them, there has been no report on any person to indicate that
person was a discredit to themselves or to their govemment. They were always excellent citizens and good
neighbors.

Tl&#39;lOl.|gh this tragedy leaves us perplexed and angry at people who do what Koresh did, it also leaves us
grateful for the local, county, state and national network of law enforcement officers who put their lives
between us and danger . . . and they never know when they will be called upon to do so. The four ATF
agents did not die in vain; they have shown our nation, again, that we are a society that will be ruled by
law. It will be lavv that shows wise restraint, but it will be law that demands an unrelenting response of
obedience to that which we as a people have said is just and right. Therefore, those agents who have died
and their grieving families, those agents who were shot and who are now recuperating and those agents
who bear invisible internal scars from this ordeal should have our prayers of gratitude, not our criticism nor

our censure. e ..-   . .- £15�
Since David Koresh and the Branch Davidians did what they did on the basis, as they said of a Biblical

mandate. let us look for a message from the Bible to draw lrom this event. I think it is this: Jeremiah
10:23 �I know, O Lord, that a man&#39;s life is not his own; it is not for -man to direct his steps.� And it is this:
Proverbs 14:12 �There is a way that seems right to a man. but in the end it leads to death.� And it is this:
John 10:10-11 �The thief comes only to steal and ltill and destroy: l have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.� lt is
only by trusting the Jesus of Biblical history that our lives as individuals and as a society will find peace,
justice and ho

.... . ,.. ..
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What an inspiration it was to receive your-April 27th

letter with its strong expression of encouragement and support for
the very difficult work done by my FBI there in Waco over those 51
days. You are absolutely right. We did our very best to extract
as lmdany of those unfortunate children from The Compound as we
cou .

I will share your letter with my people here at the
Headquarters who walked every step of the way with our people down
in Waco and with the four Special Agents in Charge who labored down
there and the commander of the Hostage Rescue Team who was with
them throughout the siege.

Please accept my thanks for your constant support and
convey my regards and best wishes to your congregation.

&#39; Sincerely,

" William S Sessions
Q� Director

 9 we�:5-slgmrry A. Potts b
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Mr. Jeffrey J. Jamar
Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
San Antonio, Texas
Hr. Bob A. Ricks
Special Agent in charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Mr. Richard S. Swensen
Special Agent in Charge .
Federal Bureau of Investigation
New Orleans, Louisiana
Mr. Richard D. schwein

Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
El Paso, Texas
Mr. Richard M. Rogers
Assistant Special Agent in Charge-HR?
Washington Metropolitan Field office
FBI Academy
Quantico, Virginia 22135

2

_U_,:_,-_,.;_-__,.__� -__,_.;_�: -- ----~:;- -- =-;-1;» _ ___ --»�»u A.--�eh -_&#39;_-V >4~- �..¢.-a|u_;¢-_u -..._..........-e__,.._.._..



,3.._.. WA-. .____ _,k _.,_- ,__..A___,.;_.___.__ ._ _._ A_A_.,�-A¥�_- ._.# _ - __--_
Q

% L/;é-i��
Q.

0 - -&#39;

_--.. -... .. &#39;

112"�-f;:;e; ¢/Q9
114.. "

/zlézqb W
/Z¢w.</_,£i» "0 -

@  �f,,.,,�/.z�4,&#39;
,a-// A  .
35.1�, ,2�,

JMJ ./L 15/

�J  l__~";__ _-. -3;: _._-92;I _;, _§;_.-_-,_; ~._ .  &#39;_ I &#39; .
- f_ 0�~__;_ -I,  i1_";"_/_;_---_: _.   A �_. /wr__.-3�-1.1" -  . J ._£/_92 ~__-;- _-____J;c�,�;-:{;J.  .

I_�."I&#39;_.;-r.&#39;1~-§.-,_ &#39;_.-_"" -,- N� %a_";"&#39;.1_*&#39; ? _� _;-_.&#39;-~&#39;*&#39;~ ;- _»-:;-&#39;r<¢~;.1=&#39;.-�- ._-..; -_.».=-.;@¢-¢.
.|E_ ;.- &#39; _._~1Y_�__q,- ".¬.. -= 3&#39; 1 _;&#39;._!_" ;._&#39;. " _&#39;_. &#39;.._� _.&#39;�W � :,- *_; .1 ..»--.-&#39;|;..&#39; _  ; ._ . __I&#39; &#39;- fa� I .  "4&&#39;-�I _

1&#39;-1:�Y 4*" I -5�. �.. _ I :5   - _, ".51  -~I="�"-"Tl:-"E<?~;&#39;=�_  &#39; �-r , "�*&#39;-92J&#39;é&#39; �r-&#39;9"-�"*/  . .. -/7. 1  . .I   -  :_  _j=_-. _92 i  � -P. f;_.,&#39;_.,.:.�;_�-- &#39;. :_::L   �I.  .92_?r._-
�7; H " ..|-,�_:_1&#39;.&#39;?§.§:-":=-".-5!. &#39; 5&#39;-&#39;:&#39;*&#39;*&#39; � " � &#39; _ 5" _  �

/W   %  � 7%-¢
00%;?

? E�

,. ""&#39;w5;§
92l



!�~~�, i�-,,<92»�;;*4~� ~~L,,,- ~7~~*¥~» 4r1;~;»¥- M1,-,7---_-Avg:-1+-92~;--» --»>- -~ &#39;�&#39;-=,,-_~ W4, ._1._� ,~ 4~nL...=.¢:92.- ~,,__ ~ - i; - - ~ &#39;
&#39; !1 &#39; _-�. J . . ;   H _ _ _ .H:�: L, --

/J > .£,..1 -- iW @J".;l/./.4,,,,,,e&#39;.,,.,Z.2",;.;=,,1� 21% __;
 �g
?a.w1/  /4%

I

&  »

�/$4
/�M
->2 1%

1 V

% é-*&#39;;;m~,¢.»  R¢>_;;._&#39;

w
5:1" W

1��- �- 77-~77 __ ___ _  A{V .. ._... V .__ .-_...



�  ____ _ ___.�- __ __ u - _.. e __  _-_ .-- ___ _ _ _ ___»_.l -__ _t_, _____,_._  _ ____.l g.t_._�A-jg; _ _ __ . _ _ _ . ,�n-. �- - � l� - ~ -J __ ~>-�_"- �__:--~�>+�1=-M-J� ~__ e�-�la: _� *_ »-- s _ _..4-ge-Ad-ese-e--��e A ieaee �i_ .u_...-.

19¢I � .
u

I

Apri 20, 1993 K�1
Judge uilliam Sessions
Director, FBI f; _
washington, D.C. -J� -J 1 ; ,

�. /

Dear Judge Sessions:

we must tell you that at this time we think the handling of the
standoff in Haco, Texas, was a terribly bungled job. No action
whatsoever should have been made when there was the slightest doubt
that those children could be harmed. The adults had a choice of
whether or not to come out, but the children were victims of their
parents� beliefs and had no choice of life or death.

The ATF also bungled the job. why was there such an armed assault in
the first place instead of trying first to ask peacefully to see
their weapons. There are no arguments that the cult should not have
had the guns and artillery that they had. They were in true
violation of the law. But, because of very poor planning, ATF
members are dead, cult members are dead, and much more importantly,
the innocent children met a horrible death. _

It is our hope that something will be learned from this tragedy
because with the number of cults in this country. there most
assuredly will be more confrontations in the future. &#39; &#39;

Sincerely.

$3&#39;f/Q?/4359595 -@155
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I have received your April 20th letter regarding
the standoff involving the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas.

I share your anguish that innocent children were
killed, and I want to assure you that our negotiators did
everything within their power to prevent this senseless loss
of lives. Our plan of action was conducted with extreme
professionalism and care. Despite our best efforts to resolve
this situation peacefully, David Koresh chose to sacrifice
himself and his followers, including the children.

�The events of April 19th are tragic for everyone "
involved--those who lost their lives, their families and friends,
and our Agents who risked their lives in an effort to prevent
this tragedy.

Sincerely yours,

_ Wnliam s. sessions
Ei -44?- " -. &#39;William gees: ns/0&#39;5

Director "

- SAD, San Antonio  PERSONAL ATTENTION! - Enclosure
� Mr; coulson  Room 5012!

Mr. Collingwood  Room 7240! " _.

1

Above reply requested by the Director. Some comments
approved press statement.
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6! Your recent letters concerning the former standoff in
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_�agQ,m§exas, have been received. Your interest in sharing your
views and suggestions with us is appreciated.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably,
unable to convince David&#39;Koresh to bring this situation to a
peaceful resolution without further loss of life. The events
of April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including �
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard

to preclude this tragedy.
sincerely yours,

K9" �
-. Michael F. Knapp
E3 Inspector-Deputy Chief

Office of Public and
Congressional Affairs

- SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure
- Hr. Collingwood  Room 7240! &#39;
- Hr. Coulson  Room 5012! � Enclosure
- Hr. Knapp  Room 7270!
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March 24

Ms. Janet Reno nr. Sessions
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY GENERAL Director
Justice Department FEDERAL BU§EAU OF 1NV§STaGAT19N

LII.-.
,  Leguit�/sun ._._..._5 ;,,_.,.

DIPICINSOUCG

Tarn. Mas. .___.
92 &#39;l|Mw!vr.___.__.
�O01 1:.-, Oll. __1
O�. :1 lILO___...._. &#39;
O�. Liaison I.
Int. Mn. _____..__&#39;

Oil. oH*ub&#39; -2 .92m.___|
T0105�-0 km. &#39;

Constitution Avenue, R.W. Pennsylvania Avenue. 30 L__;_L£;g
Uashington, D. C. 20530 _ Washington, D. C. 205 /3_ 5}p30

Dear Ms. Reno: 9 **"

,  //-.�J

Congratulations on your appointme
General! This family is hoping and pr

. /

nt as United States Attorney
aying that you will bring

humane fairness and justice in all areas that our laws are en-
forced. _

As we have heard and watched the
we are mindful of a similar situation
of in Philadelphia, PA in 1985.  See

We detest death of any kind when

events unfold in Waco, Texas,
that was ruthlessly disposed
clipping.!

it comes by evil force. �He know
this group in Waco has killed four.AGENTS and is incurring financial
debt for all of us. Is there somethin
prevent further hardship and suspense
and the citizens of this country? Thi
without half the destruction that occu
what is the difference? They both kil
to surrender, and held hostages.

Frankly, the "LAW" is indeed sett
and more frquent confrontations. Can
the burden?

g you, or someone, can do to
for those within the Compound
s "Stand-off" can be ended now
rred with the group M.0.U.E.
led innocent people, refused

ing the stage for additional
we, the taxpayers, withstand

Also, there are props already being established in Haco for
the production of a movie. Please, pl
criminals make movies without first us

ease do not continue to allow
ing the royalties to reimburse

the funds that they extracted during their crimes! This also should
be demanded from those who defyingly d
riety such as climbing the Empire Stat
by the City.

Too much money is being expended
seekers of notoriety. We must stop th
ing game that ultimately cause undo fr

o senseless things for noto-
e Building only to be rescued

foolishly and carelessly on
is growing financially drain-
ustration and, too often,

depravation. We can begin by helpi ._th i .the Compound in Waco., &#39; "52- -_/0 a3¢zs=--
Thank you for your time and c nsi

will, indeed, be the positive interced
4--

&#39; 1 a

Mr. Sessions, D

13;�?eration We pray o
er for us, the taxpayers.

irector of FBI
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name MOVE  lattice!!
Radical group Iound_ed in 1972

&#39;".AZ£�m� �°��2.�&#39;=§�.¬�~1t.���m,,a . . ma
embrace a back-to-nature phioaophy by
as electricity. Grow phiosophy also opposes

pests;membersrelusetousesoaportoeut
surname Ah-iea. In Ma1.l9J&#39;B.poice and tire!� hlers converged on group
headmarters to seixe a weapons stockpile ecctlnlgaled by members, resutling
Q the death of one pn�ce otticer. On May 13. 1985. pe�ce attempted to
evict the mop by assaulting MOW�: headquarters with gunlie, water hoses.
tear pas. and ezptosives. The use of explosives resuited h a tire taking I 1
mernbers&#39;tivesanddes"troying6l  Theontyaddthl�ttli
member to survive the oontrpntation was subseouentty tried and convicted;

niteotherm�vinvemberswuehjaitornederatdretatedchargesaitbe
tine oi the raid. The prom was tormerlr known as Community Action
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L



I"~*�"- "&#39;"&#39;H�92*;�F&#39;~* 1 &#39;1 �:7? "�**&#39;1&#39; &#39; riser�: �"11 -l ---J-;�i-Ir-*2: �� -&#39; ;_ &#39; »=iw~92=:.I&#39;�;=1-3.-2--�,~---�--ll 1-,» » J-»¥.-In-ea...� � __;.... _.&#39;...i._._-...,,.,_-_�___,-._.;_..__..=._,.;..,,,_,.__,_ _ __ ___ __ _

Q.    . ¢ .

-an

H1
3!

II-

�|-1---_--1--_

�92g.DiI._
Allilnlm.
Ah�inr.
AIM. 061.:

A¢n.St-NI. __
Orivlmhu. ,_,____92
111 i_i,,,_
IMO

April 30, 1993

I 540vwul _
It was thoughtful of you to send Director sessions a

copy of your March 24th letter to the Attorney General. Your
interest in writing is appreciated, and we want�to thank you for
sharing your views about the former standoff in*§agg,*§e§as.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable to
convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard to
preclude this tragedy.

Sincerely yours, �

"5" &#39;

E Michael P. Knapp
Inspector-Deputy Chief
Office of Public and

Congressional Affairs

SAC, San Antonio - Enclosures �!
Hr. Collingwood  Room 7240!
Hr. Coulson  Room 5042!
Mr. Knapp  Room 7270!
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Your correspondence concerning the former
standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in7�aco, Texas, has
been received. Your interest in sharing your views and
suggestions with us is appreciated.

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful
resolution without further loss of life. The events of
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard
to preclude this tragedy.

t &#39; Sincerely yours,

Hi F. Knapp
_ Inspector-Deputy chief

office of Public and

Congressional Affairs

1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure
1 - Mr. Collingwood �  Room 7240! .
1 - Hr. Coulson -  Room 5012! - Enclosure
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May 3, 1993

50
19°

�ear-
Thank you for favoring me with a copy of your splendid

letter to Jeff Jamar. Jeff, Bob Ricks, Dick Swensen, and Dick
Schwein, along with Dick Rogers and the Hostage Rescue Team and___SWAT did an exceptional job throughout the long siege in�iaco. _/�K
Thank you for your strong and continuing support. &#39;~~~-"*

With warmest regards,

/%. William S. Sessions
Director

Sincerely,

1 - Mr. Jeffrey Jamar

Special Agent in Charge J31,
Federal Bureau of Investigation y�*
San Antonio, Texas bAP

1 - Mr. Oliver B. Revell

special Agent in Charge -.ff;I°Federal Bureau of Investigation é 3- &#39; -5�!--/&#39; --
Dallas, Texas
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2307 RAYBURN&#39;HOUS5�0FFICE&#39;BLG.HAsH1HsToH. o.o. 0515 _
DEAR REP. EDWARDS! RE! HEARING ON THE�TRA§EDY"IN&#39;WACO

 Ann SHOULD HAYEJ BEEN PREVENTED YEARs AGO. BUT T IS UNREALISTIC
To BELIEVE THAT IT COULD HAYE BEEN PREVENTED IN 1 93. SOME POLITI{
CIANS. MEDIA. AND MONDAY MORNING QUARTERBACKS. INCLUDING KORESH s
ATTORNEY ARE CRAWLING ouT or THE HoooHoRK To POINT THE!R.F!NGERS or .
BLAME AT THE F.B.I.. THE A.T.F.. THE PRESIDENT. AND OUR NEW ATTORNEY
GENERAL. 1 BELIEVE OUR AGENTS oro THE BEST THEY COULD WITH THE KNOW-
LEDGE THEY HA0. MISTAKES. IF MABE. WERE DUE T0 A SIN or IGNORANCE.
THE SIN or wH1oH MOST or us ARE GUILTY. FEW UNDERSTAND THE DYNAMICS
AND POWER or GROUP THINK. AND MIND CONTROL.

WHO IS QUALIFIED To THRow THE FIRST sToRE? SHOULD THERE BE LONG. COSTLY
JUDICIARY HEARINGS To CRUCIFY BRAVE AGENTS AND To ALLOW ouR IGNORANT
POLITICIANS To AGAIN DEMONSTRATE THEIR sTuR1o:TY? 1 ASK You T0 REMEMBER
THE LUDICROUS coHouoT or ouR SENATORS DURING THE CLARENCE THOMAS HEAR-
zuos. oR SHOULD HE HAYE AN INVESTIGATION AND HEARING T0 LEARN THE
wHYs. Hows. HHE~s. AND wHEREs or DESTRUCTIVE CULTS IN AMERICA To PRE-
VENT ANOTHER WACO oR ANOTHER JONESTOWN AND To AooREss THE NUMEROUS.
DAILY ABusEs THAT ocouR WITHIN THESE GROUPS

THE SENSELESS TRAGEDY OF THE BRANCH DAVIDIAN5 INd8ACO£é%ULD HAVE I

DESTRUCTIVE GROUPS. LIKE THE BRANCH DAVIDIANS. HIDE BEHIND FREEDOM OF
RELIGION AND DESTROY ALL FREEDOMS. THIS IS NOT A RELIGIOUS RIGHTS ISSUE;
IT IS A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM AND OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT

�*_v�__AGENCIES CAN BE TAUGHT HOW TO RECOGNIZE THE DECEPTION AND THE DIFFERENCE.

-W.

�S
J T

0
Q-

a
L

-T ._. 3 I
..A &#39;~

F &#39;5
.&#39;.-~ �.-- -�.&#39;./1.2 &#39;- --

AMERICANS CAN BE TAUGHT HOW TO RECOGNIZE �UNDUE INFLUENCE� AND HOW TO
RESIST IT. WHETHER IT COMES FROM AN UNETHICAL SALESPERSON. A DRUG
DEALER. OR A DESTRUCTIVE CULT. WE CAN LEARN HOW TO SAY NO TO CULTS
AND TO THE MIND CONTROL AND THOUGHT REFORM TECHNIQUES DESIGNED TO
PSYCHDLOGICALLY ENSLAVE US.

3 .

LARGE AND SMALL CULTS ARE SPRINKLED ALL OVER AMERICA. WHO KNOWS WHICH
TYPES ARE MORE DESTRUCTIVE? ONES LIKE THE DAVIDIANS. WHO STOCKPILE
WEAPONS TO FIGHT THE GOVERNMENT? OR ONES LIKE THE CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY.
WHO HIRE PUBLIC RELATION FIRMS AND LAWYERS AND INVENT FRONT GROUPS TO
SPREAD&#39;PROPAGANDA. AND MISUSE OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM TO DUCK TAXES. DEFY
THE&#39;LAW. DESTROY FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND ATTACK THE GOVERNMENT? IT IS
EASIER TO CONOUER A COUNTRY BY CAPTURING THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE. ALL
DESTRUCTIVE CULTS HARM PEOPLE AND N RM E [END R CY, :_�I HOPE YOUR COMMITTEE WILL FOCUS   ERATION
OF CULTS. PREVENTION IS THE SOLUTION AND EDUCATION IS PART OF THE

REVENT PEOPLE FROM BEING RECRUITED INTO DESTRUCTIVE GROUPS.

Q.� f   -1 &#39; "&#39;£92 If

10¢� bf/c..
BIO _.EBF94Z i_W s. CLINTON. REP. MIKE BYHAR: SEN. DAVID BOREN

REBToR WILLIAM sEss;oH§ U.S. ATTY. GEN. JANET RENO
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Cults are ct hum<...r rights issue
Americans are plagued with trouble-

some questions about cults as this past
week the drama of ATF agents pitted
against fanatical followers of proclaimed
messiah David Koresh has been splashed
across the �&#39;ont pages of papers. large
and small, around the country.

Groups like Koresh�s Branch
Davidians are certainly not a new phe-
nomenon. The real story is not that this
violence has occuned, but that there are
many other groups in society that could,
too, erupt into such violence. l&#39;!cs�:ruc-
tive cults pose art ever-present problem.
- Parents in Jonestown, Guyana, No-

vember l8, I978 held their own chil-
dren to be forcibly injected with cya-
nide, then were murdered or took their
own lives on the orders of Jim Jones-
2&#39;?6 children died. 9l3 people in all.

- William A. Lewis, 63-year-old leader
of the House of Judah, was convicted
of conspiracy to enslave children and
causing the death of I3-year-old John
Yarbough following the beating death
of the boy on July 4, I983, as disci-
pline.

e On May l2, I985 more than 200
people were left homeless in one of
the worst �res in the history of Phila-
delphia when city police dropped ex-
plosives on the roof of the commune
of a radical back-to-nature group,
MOVE. Eleven commune members,
�ve of them children, burned to death.

- Sl children were removed by law en-
forcement from a commune called
Ecclesia in 1988 following the beat-
ing death of T-year old Dayna Lorae
Broussard. The children, raised in the
group, could not read and write, al-
though they knew the Book of Ro-
mans of the New Testament by heart.
But despite its continuing presence,

the cult problem is little understood, little
studied, and troublesome to contemplate.
For us to acknowledge the cult problem,
we must acknowledge our vulnerabili-
ties and come to grips with constitu-
tional and human rights issues.

All the groups above, and for that
matter, thousands of others, were formed
by leaders with a lust for power, a will-
ingness to cross the bounds of ethical

and moral behavior to satisly that lust,
and a knowledge ofhow to use in�uence
techniques-some call them mind cori-
trol techniques-to control others in a bid
to satisfy that lust.

Lacking an awareness of how mind
control techniques work, millions of
Americans become tragically caught up
in the cults these ruthless leaders build.

Sometimes the cult victims are �nan-
cially exploited, other times there is
physical or sexual abuse. However al-
ways there is the psychological control
that is the cornerstone around which true

cial Security and federal withholding
taxes. Tony Alamo of the Alamo Chris-
tian Foundation was assessed $&#39;l.9 mil-
lion in taxes in I985 for operating busi-
nesses as religious enterprises-his fol-
lowers working in sweatshop conditions
for as little as $20 a week.

Ultimately, though, the cost to Ameri-
can society of refusing to come to grips
with the cult problem is far greater than
the millions in dollars and cents that can
be calculated on paper. One reporter&#39;s
searing memory of covering the
Jonestown massacre, recounted on a tele-

For every child that suffered in Jonesfown, dozens more
have suffered in other cuffs.

destructive cults create their deceptive
�paradise.�

Destructive cults impact on American
society as a whole in ways most are
scarcely aware. The cost to taxpayers of
dealing with the cult problem is high.
The state of Oregon spent close to a
million dollars on medical care, special
education and counseling for the 5 l chil-
dren removed from the Ecclesia com-

mune. Taxpayer dollars underwrote the
criminal trial against the group�s leaders-
-the largest mass slavery trial ever
brought in the history of the United
States. Military operations at the Waco
coumpound have already cost millions
of dollars and legal and social services
costs will increase the amount.

Cults hurt Americans in many other
ways as well. Their members undemtine
the democratic process by voting in sol id
blocks or by providing ti-ee volunteer
labor to campaigns in rerum for favors
from candidates. The larger, wealthier
cults influence the rnedia�s ability to pro-
vide news and information to its audi-
encc, sometimes even purchasing news-
papers, radio stations, magazines, and
cable networl-rs themselves and subtly
injecting propaganda into their news cov-
erage and features.

Cults compete unfairly against legiti-
mate businesses, having members work
long hours for below minimum wage,

vision show years after the event, was of
being able to recognize which of the
body bags he watched American sol-
diers stack tlp contained the corpses of
children. Bags containing adults had one
lurnp. The children�s bodies could �t
two to a bag. One could tell, he said, by
the number of lumps. �

For every child that suffered in
Jonestown, dozens more have suffered
in other cults. We owe it to these chil-

dren to start educating the public on what
the phenomenon is truly about. lt can be
identi�ed; it can be addressed. lf we can
educate about the dangers ofdrugs, about
AIDS. about gangs. we can educate about
cults.

One can measure the cost of the cult
problem in America by the loss of bright
and curious minds, of talented individu-
als who could bene�t society. For those
caught up directly in destructive cults,
and for their relatives, culls violate Con-
&#39;stit1.|tional rights, destroy the family and
exploit the weak-children and other
Americans. Cults are. ultimately, a hu-
man rights problem.

]l7rr&#39;s article by C yrrrlria S. Kisser: Ex-
ecutive Director 0fC&#39;rrl&#39;r .r&#39;iWd!"t.�N£"$$ Ner-
worrlr. is an edited versiorr of one rr&#39;hr&#39;dr
origina�y appeared March 7, I993 in
The Los Angeles Daily News wider the
title "Cult an-ar&#39;ene.t.r and education must
be taught. "
/" .wand avoid myirrgt�gp  0; _ s
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April 21, 1993

Honorable William Sessions _
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
J. Edgar Hoover Bldg. _
9th and Pennsylvania N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535

at» --Dear Director Sessions:
It is my sincere hope that Monday&#39;s tragic events at Mt.

Carmel, Texas will not be the occasion for unfounded criticism of
the FBI.

In a lengthy siege of this type it is difficult for most to
understand that a window of opportunity is about to close forever
and Lhat indefinite hesitation will drastically reduce the odds
for a successful outcome.

Such a decision for federal law enforcement is particularly
difficult when the odds of a successful outcome are low to begin
with. It is less controversial to simply maintain the status
quo, and let the odds for a successful conclusion quietly dwindle
to zero.

I, for one, do not want federal law enforcement to hesitate
to act in the future because those with 20-20 hindsight are quick
to criticize.

Please pass on to all concerned that many of us in law
enforcement believe it took uncommon courage and fortitude to act
while there �was still a reasonable chance to end this siege
without loss of life.

Sincerely,

bl:
|;|fL

- 57-» 4-/5252 3951.2 7:1�
cc: Mr. Oliver B. Revell

Special Agent in Charge
&#39; Federal Bureau of Investigation

1801 N. Lamar

Dallas, Texas 75202

Q-n_____ "&#39;71 1_ ___ _ _ |,-qr?� _ � _
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4/10/93 ,_ 929U� ~
The FBI
Washington, ID. C.

 9 __-
Gentlemen:
Why can&#39;t you use tear gas on -
the cult compound in Texas.

This will not kill any one and
will force the people out of
the buildings.

The women and children would be
saved, and no one would be hurt.

Have you thought of this solugion? �

Thank you for listening to a
citizen.

B�lcerelv. éJ~3v�5&#39;;jé§

-. s92!921,E4c/
___, ,_,__,_____92 _, ___ _. ..- .....__.__.. __..__.___......--V--.. -
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April 26, 1993

Your recent correspondence concerning the former

Dear

standoff indglaco, Texas, has been received. Your interest
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Hichao192F Knapp
Inspector-Deputy chief
Office of Public and

Congressional Affairs

1 � SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure
1 - Hr. Collingwood -  Room 7240!
1 - Mr. Evans -  Room 5042!
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hr. william S. Sessions, Director &#39;
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Headquarters ,
Uashington, D.C. 20535

27 April I993

Dear Director sessions:

as a brief introduction my name is&#39; end&#39; I
am a thirty-three year old middle-class male wor ng toward
a 3.3. degree in social justice at a local college. I also
serve as a police officer for a_small town in central
Illinois.

I would like to take this opportunity to convey to you and
your personnel my thoughts pertaining to the performance of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation �ea: its Hostage Rescue
Team at the citadel commanded by Davi oresh which ended on
Monday, l9 April, 1993.

Based upon my assessment of the totality of the
circumstances, as provided by numerous and varied media
sources ever since the beginning of this crisis, it is my
contention that the actions of the Bureau reflected the

utmost degree of tolerance, compassion, and professionalism.

Koresh and his followers were afforded numerous

opportunities to end the situation with peace and dignity,
yet they elected to set the stage for their own demise. I
have no compassion for these individuals. l� am, however,
deeply saddened for the children, innocent victims of a
psychotic dictator. The responsibility for their fate rests
so�ely upon David noresh and those who blindly followed his
edicts.
as� I now observe infinite numbers of pseudo-intellectuals
anld other �experts� attempting to second-guess the actions
of the Bureau, in many instances openly blaming the Bureau

-T. or the havoc invoked by Koresh, l� am engulfed with shame
and embarrassment at their ignorance and liberal hias.

Occurring all too often these days, absent-minded criticism
flows from the mouths of malcontents with as much physical
power as water over Niagara Falls. I, for one," find suc

irresponsibility repulsive.
although I am well aware of the fact that the chances of you
personally reading this letter are indeed remote, I hope
that my message will be received with the same positive
spirit as that in which it was written.

Very Best Regards,

�er
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Director: William Sessions

F.B.I. Headqumtcrs
Washington, DC 20025

RE: Waco�, TX 92~ &#39;-

DearDi1&#39;ectm&#39; Scsmbns:

A�m�mn�gwmcvaiomnempog-msycawdaymdwdqmgm-&ng&e.i_¬__V&#39;_g_u;__J}§
hxcidcnLmyhusbmdmdlbecamew1yupsctat�1emem�1c�ca�on�1at�1cF.B.Lwasatfault

l�v92=nevcrwri1tenalcttersuc.ha.s�1isbcf0m, buiitisiiinetod-osonow.Youoa&#39;lain]yhzwe�1c
Ilrppoziof�lishouscholdmdcwlyonclhivcspokcnto, of�1cdwisionmadcmga1&#39;ding�1&#39;m
dilcmma.
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Thazukyouforlakirng�aelhnctoroad�aialeltcr. &#39;
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April 21,1993 bk . _ &#39;

eb=/0
President Bill Clinton,
The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Washington, D.C.20500

Dear President Clinton,

ml wish to express my support for the action taken at
the Waco, Texas cult compound. 1 feel that adults in this
country are free agents and if the people allied with
Kordesh wanted that kind of existence and for him to be
their leader then their deaths are on their own heads -
not the FBI�s nor Attorney General Reno&#39;s.

- The children are the real tragedy - Kordesh, in my
�kind, was their murderer. .

cc: Attorney General Janet Reno -
I Director Sessions _ _"�H

tor Barbara Boxer "
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May 7, 1993

_H=W _ _ L,

W *6� °wm �r
Thank you for your May 2nd letter of strong support for

the FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound
there in Texas.

The FBI relies upon the strong support of the American
people for what it does and I appreciate your expression of that
support.

Sincerely,

William S. Sessions
Director
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April 27, 1993 .

Mr. Jeffrey Jamar
Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
P. O. Box 1630
San Antonio, Texas 78296

Dear Jeff,
J� 1

This note comes from one who has admired eygvry ac/*t41nAd"every
word you have spoken in connection with the _§§o.- incident.

" As former Special Agent in Charge of the San Antonio of�ce and
former Inspector and Personnel Director of the Bureau in
Washington, I feel that every step taken showed skill, talent,
tremendous patience and proper execution.

It is my earnest hope that your commendations will come from all
sources, official and otherwise. Obviously, there will be contrary
opinions, many of which will be based on lack of knowledge and
false, premature conclusions . . . Specter, for example.

If there is anything you think I can do at any point, do let me know.

You will note that I am sending a oopy of this communication to
Director William Sessions and also one to my personal friend,
Oliver "Buck" Revell.

Sincerely, �

bi!
51 C-

,?/

1 é 3- //.<.»,*»/0.,   at-Z 7%
cc: Director William Sessions

Oliver �Buck� Revell
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April 23, 1993

H4
51 C1

Dearllul�|I|
Thank you for your very strong and timely letter of

support for the FBI in cgg�ection with the operation at the Ht.
Carmel Compound outside o _aggy_Iggas. I will share it with the
many people who served so well.

Your remark about "indefinite hesitation...drastically
reduce the odds for a successful outcome," is particularly helpful
as there are apparently some who would suggest we simply throw up
a fence around the place and sit and wait.

Your continued support of the FBI is greatly appreciated
and I am grateful to you for continuing to speak out in defense and
support of this agency.

I will share your letter with people involved in the Ht.
Carmel siege.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely,

ég- //4-/05030;-»2 7&#39;7
William S. Sessions BAP?Director . k/�_A

cc: Mr. Oliver B. Revell .¢�R¬�rf
S ecial A en &#39; �p g t in ChargeFederal Bureau of Investi ation ;E:
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npril 21,921ses � I, &#39;
i &#39; .

� ? 1,
» :_.

To: BAG -�Jeff Jamar -.

RE: Waco Compound Fire�

� E 4» ...
$Dee Sir : J! /~ -

Having notched the repetitive questioning by the media on the
decision; made by thel?BI to hole book the firefighters at the
Haoo compound fire, I ommend you and fully support your actions.I H hie "

1 I�As publislher &#39;o§ the glotio el Firefiohter Magazine, the personal
aaiety of the un road firefighter is our main concern.

&#39;. Firefighters �re not p�ope;13 protected from projectiles and will
not place themaelveotin danger. Granted. it in our sworn duty to
protect llives and pr petty, and personal calculated risk: aremade daity, but?not etrthe cost oE enother human lite.
Again, § fully euppopt the FBI&#39;a decision to hold beck the
tirefighfers. j
Job uellgdonei

_,,Z 0   4- zz»//4?-/Mvamf-J7<FP"
Publisher
Rational Fire£1qhte:_Meqezine _
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14:. Martin c. Grubs am� 93
Publisher
National Firefighter Magazine
Suite 209 _
4966 Euclid Road - �~
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462-5834

Dear hr. Grubs: �zokl &#39;76? &#39;
C!! _,

This is in response to your April 21st letter to
Special Agent in Charge Jeffrey J. Jamar regarding our response
to the tragic fire which recently consumed the Branch Davidian
compound. Your support of our decision not to endanger the lives
of public safety officials is greatly appreciated. while we were
saddened that so many lives were lost in Waco, we continue to
believe that the risks involved in sending firefighters into the
conflagration were just too great.

As the FBI&#39;s actions undergo review and analysis, it is
helpful that you are willing to take time out of your busy
schedule to convey words of support. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely yours,

William S. Sessions
�"W-""*** ; William S. Sessions

" Director

� AC, San Antonio - Attachment
- . Potts - Attachment

e B "&#39; t- Coul on Attachmen &#39; , _ I- Mr. coll - Attachment é 3�/6/§_  § .7?
Attachment _
Attachment &#39;

nse was coordinated with CID, following therespo_ ttal of Hr. Grube&#39;s letter to 1
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April 22, 1993

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
10th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Director: _  IZJQQ0 �Z�?
I am amazed that authorities should be called upon to
explain their actions in the Branch Davidian matter.
Whatever consequences arose from David Koresh&#39;s failure
to abide by the law rest squarely on his shoulders.

5 Ca 3 if/<2� » /�om 2
... a WI é5,__ //4.,�/A50.�/�K95�-�-<>?%
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Director
Fed Bureau of Investigation
J. Edgar Hoover Bldg
10th St 8 Penna Ave NW
Washington, DC 20535

&#39; Dear Sir:

I wish to a�plaud the FBI in their actions in dealing with David
Koresh and is followers in Waco. I am certain all alternatives
were reviewed and the best decision made. Unfortunately this issue
became a �damn if you do and damn if you don&#39;t� situation.

Responsibilitx for the outrage remains solely with those who did it
- David Korea and his adult followers. They made their own
choices. It may be argued that they were insane or demented or
otherwise cripp ed in heir judgement. This does not alter the fact
that those who voluntarily stayed in the com�ound acted under free
will. The great loss was the ives of the c ildren, innocent
victims of a lunatic spiritual leader.

Sincerely,
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Director William Sessions
Federal Bureau of Investigation &#39;
J. Bdgar Hoover Building ; L� }_; -tr
Washington, n. c. 20501 &#39; L; - i

April 21, 1993

Dear Director Sessions:

I wish to commend you and the Bureau on the way you handled the -
Waco situation. It was handled in a proper and professional
manner. Your Agents did what had.to be done under the
circumstances. The outcome was unfortunate but beyond your
control.

I am a retired Police Officer with Tactical Team experience and
was fortunate enough to receive some training at your Academy. I
am frustrated by the second guessing by people who have no
knowledge or experience with cults or barricaded gunman
situations.

I am sure that the FBI does an after action review after each
situation. I do not think that Congress is the proper place or
group to do such a review. &#39;

I have made my opinion on the handling of the situation and my
concerns regarding a Congressional Investigation known to Senator
Dale Bumpers. God bless you, your Agents and your work.

Sincerely. _I
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William Sessions, Director U _,_� _ .
Federal Bureau of Investigations
10th Street & Pennsylvania Avenue,N.&#39;.&#39;u&#39;. I _;  bWashington, n.c_. 20535  92____.. ; :�{.

J.

I would like to take this opportuity as a private citizen
to express my appreciation for the professional handling of
the recent confrontation at Waco, Texas. Like many other Americans
I had been glued to the television for fifty one days as the FBI
waited through numerous promises of surrender. heard them again
and again accede to the cult&#39;e demands and heard the broken .
promises of the cult. I marveled at the patience and forbearance
of the officers and concluded they_must know something I did not.-
My congratulations and my sympathy to all concerned.

Quite early in the controversy I was appalled at this
self-proclaimed messiah and wondered how anyone could be influenced
by such trash. Then as each new promise was made and broken I
seemed to sense that we were expected to believe that the Creator .
we had always accepted as a God of Truth_was now sponsoring a cult_
of liars. It spoke very highly of the training and leadership in
this service for the officers to hold their peace while the game
played its way through.

I think that when the command to march was given we were all
caught off guard. We are used to the command �Hands up� causing
us to reach very high. We just do not speak the same language
as these cultists. They do not behave rationally.

Actually they are nothing new nder the su. For the last sixty
years I have been engaged in helping my husband&#39;s people in their
attempt to regain some Spiritual strength. I seem to recall our
old people saying that a spoiled spiritual leader is more dangerous
than your worst enemy. Therefore, the training and development of
a Spiritual Leader was carefully and constantly monitored. He might
be tempted away by money or he might be impressed by his own
importatnce. In such cases the candidate was kept out of contact
with the public util his mentors were convinced he was safely

- back on the Red Path. Naturally I am aware this control would be
impossible in our world wide communications and our insistence
on freedom of hoice° &#39; é3-AW-Av;/M5 - 2%

However, to criticise the law enforcement officers for�failing &#39;
j to do their job� makes as much sense as if I were to hire a plumber
i to unclose my clogged drain and then complain if he finds an

g accumulation of twenty years trash blocking the pipes. It was a
no-win situation from the start but you done good, boys. and we
thank you.
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April 21. 1993

The Honorable Hr. William Sessions

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 1
Dear Mr. Sessions:

With all the criticism there is on the television and in the printed _ ,
media, for what it may be worth - 1 approve of the actions taken in the
Haco incident. As you know, the world is full of "Monday Morning Quarter- ~
Backs" and they are usually the most vocal. It was next to an impossible
situation and I for one do not understand how anyone can find fault.

There will be a great deal of criticism from the "religious community"; I
am sure of that. I hear it already among my peers. Not that this note
will make any difference to anything in the world and probably won&#39;t even
mean much to you, but I feel I had to send it. I am an ordained Presbyterian
Pastor - have been for thirty years and I am still active in the Presbyterian
Church [U.S.A]. I am semi�retired, but still preach every Sunday in a small
Presbyterian Church; one that cannot afford the full time service.

Just wanted you to know that not all the religious comunity is out here
second guessing you and your organization. Many of us support you to the
last and I am one of then.

As a point of interest, I worked as a messenger boy for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation in 1943. I received an appointment from the Governor of Iowa,
and after passing an exam, I served my senior year of high school working there
in Washington as a messenger. It was a wonderful experience and a grand
opportunity.

We shall keep you and your organziation in our prayers and also the people
involved in the Uaco incident.
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William-S. Seesions

Director
Fed. Bureau of Investigation
J. Edgar Hoover FBI Bldg.
l�th St. & Penna. Av. NW

Washington, DC E6535

Hear William S. Seesiona:

we want you to know that we

;&#39;~
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consider the actions you and

�ne members of your Bureau took on the Davidian situation

were CORRECT.

?ou ehowed extreme oatience

gave the cult members everyi

compound in Waco.

Your remorse at the outcome

We congratulate you on your

$ ___ -�J 1&#39;}
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for the 51 day period. You

chance possible to escape the

showed a aense of caring.

actionsl
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Mr. William S. Sessions -
Federal Bureau of Investigation - _�
Constitution Ave. & 10th St. NW
Washington D.C. 20530

RE: Waco Crisis

Dear Mr. Director,

I have just finished watching the morning news programs and am
outraged at how you and your men are being second guessed by
the media and politicians; I write in support of your actions.

I thought your restraint and patience were remarkable. You
tried to resolve the crisis peacefully for 51 days. Xgg are not
to blame for the tragedy, Mr. Korech is. You were dealing with
a violent, crazed man. His actions were unpredictable
your agency could not

. If

resolve the crisis peacefully, then it
just couldn&#39;t be done.

Your agency did an outstanding job with a very difficult situation.
Although it ended tragically  through no fault of your ownI&#39;you
should be proud at having done your very best.
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Dear Agent Ricks,   U
l would like to commend you and your fellow agents for
your prefornance in a nmst difficult situation. Thank
you for putting your lives on the line to renmve David
Koresh and his followers as well as the stockpile of
guns.-I appluade your efforts to end this stand-off
peacefully. Undoubtably you will hear nmch criticism
in the following days and weeks, do not let this get
you down.

l an very sorry this stand-off ended tragically, but
l beleive that no �atter what you would- have done, death
was the only choice for David Koresh and his followers.
It was just a natter of when he was going to execute
this action.

l shudder to think what this has cost the Anmrican taxpayers
If the estimates I hear of $2 nullion dollars a day are
correct, then we spent over $100 million dollars on 95
people. Perhaps the governnwnt should strongly consider
garnishing any and all revenue wade frmn the nmvies and
books that will surely result frun this tragedy. m _

I an a Jm1QeL_ of two daughters age I35 and I2. Last year
one of my daughters experienced a loaded gun in her
classromn. Guns scare �n. I believe in the right to have

__r ,mP_a gun if you want one, but stock piling guns, especially
aqn-=-ml-

-a
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high{assult weapons, �akes no- sense to an. That only
indicates to me that you are looking for trouble.

be-Ho-|as@ws=?�5l surely don&#39;t know the answer to gun control, I wish
lé�id. It is truly frightening when one nan, who has
b $ken federal laws, can dictateu to federal authorities
his condition of surrender. He understood that keeping
his followers inside with him, gave him power and kept
him alive. Maybe someday someone can understand what
happens to the mind of people like David Koresh, what
wakes people follow and believe what these people say
and Ho, and why people feel that they have to have all
of these guns. Until then, unfor unately, the FBI will
always have a job. Thank you for being there to protect
the rest of us.

r be B-Io . »
Sincere - Director of FF�

l 10th & Pennsylvania
Washin&#39;.1°1&#39;I. D-C"
P - 2053§W��____
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Hilliam Sessions,
F B IHashinton. D. C. Y1!
Dear Hr. Sessions,

| _  s ._ . .  i if
be

-1 __-._ _
. . -.-- ¢ . 1 .-

km

wmoT#*
all this FLAP over the Waco Incident is absolutely ridiculous! _ fu �

Koresh had been asked to come out and had been Holly Coddled _
and catered to for 51 days! It is inconceivable to blame the
Government forces for his compound&#39;s demise. There had to have
been numerous incindiaries set and ready to self-destruct if
Koresh was pressed. That many fires cannot have started from
the government assault as reported.

This man was

with it. He

felt that as

from attack.

a despicable
personal gain--whether it be

a criminal--flaunting the law--and getting away
would not release the children as asked because he

long as he kept them with him. he would be safe
These children were his protétive shield. He was

human being who used everyone he could for his own
his struggle for power or his

sexual gratification.

&#39; YOUR ONLY PROBLEM was not using force soon enough. You allowed
too much time to elapse. It gave Koresh the mistaken idea that
he had the upper hand in this situation. The media coverage
helped him a lot--it accelerated and as the case gained more
prominence, the usual sob sisters started f�tming their warped .

-- � e ublic outcr �.opinions hence th P Y
"THE SILENT HAJORITY,"A5 USUAL REMAINS �SILENT� r n
MORAL: Don&#39;t allow a situation like this to escalate. You

&#39; found out what can happen if you act like a marshmellow.
you may get roasted!

Everyone hated to think of this terrible thing happening to the
childreneehutcrthey were mostly all HIS children-~and he chose
this way out-Jit was not the government&#39;s choice.

:-

-MAIL ROOM

. . EL, I Sincerely  J3... H P-~ /0 $10 BOS-

-"-&#39; - -"&#39;; *1 _* ; , __ _ i __ _ _,,__ __ Q
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April 19. 1993 -,  l I _ @

0!92/4-JQCO -TX � so
Hr �Killian S. Sessions

_ Director Federal Bureau of Investation
9th and Pennsylvania Ave, Hi
Washington. DC 20535

Dear Hr Sessions.

I wish to express my full support for the action taken against the Branch
Davidian, in Waco, Texas, today.

Considering of the mental state of David Koresh, his Biblical interpretation,
and teachings, I believe that with today being the 50th Anniversary of the
Warsaw Uprising there could have been no other outcome.

To me it would have been more surprising if it had ended any other way,
because of this anniversary being concurrent with the ending of Passover and
Easter given his messiah complex. W _

My thanks for a job well done.

Sincerely, L03-�HQ l- @933 as * 50 Lt

-c>..M 03- N Q» /N030!
4 &#39; -e

-  A a &#39;7
E
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. 1-FR. Sessions .
F2;-&#39; ?1, 1993

�Dear Efr. Sessions,

FBI nrm-::&#39;ro1&#39;:

Fashin�nnl Dec;

I hrave written to firs. Reno end said that I thought the-t she

lmr1.rr.ede e correct decision,

their patience.

may never have all theRe

wants to :i.nvesti3::te---let

whet should be done the next

I-3.22-I ?3I3iT_�-I believe that the U. S. -�3ovemeq%j=.hould attach
G-I�

Act &#39;,1r*o_1-ertj,-&#39; not-I.
/,

and that I applauded the FT-I for

 D " "~* *I &#39; I a &#39;- -I - 92 0 &#39;~,.r . 92 .I 92 $1 �I

answers. mt, if the judiciary committee

them investigate the PREBSFHT cults, and

time. How many are doing illegal things now�?

I  not &#39;.-.rrit:i.n;-; to the ATF, because I am not familiar with the

l" &#39; that you send copies of my letter toorganizaetion. oat, I do nope

lose of children but are

and ere chegrined that the r

a.;_,-rents in !&#39;.&#39;."JJO  end those who were there every day!. we abhor the

I 53-//a9-I-/059305 ..... 305
sure that you did the right thing, I would /

 ,3 - 149- /as ¢:=»>
haw: used the bulldozer before.
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I
April Z1, 199:

The Federal Bureau of

Investigation
10th and Pennsylvania �_ &#39;
Washington, D.C. 20535 ft} ~_e.Attn.: Judge William Sessions z" § , 3�; .4 E T=
Dear Judge Sessions: _ _

As an ordinary citizen, I want to express my admiration
and support for the brave and excellent work done in the
recent Branch Davidian case by the Federal Bureau of Investigatio .

_ Events, such as the afore-cited and the earlier world
Trade Cinter bombing, clearly demonstrate that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation is a national treasure whose unmatched
abilities and expertise are the envy oi the world.

As an advocate of strong and effective law enforce-
ment against heinous criminals such as David Koresh, I will
be watching closely to see if "politicians" attempt to make
the F.B.I. a scapegoat in this incident at Waco, Texas.

-----_ ...,_.,.-_ .. ,.,.. ,_,H.--..-ma-_-_,q

cc: Rep. Henry Hyde
. bk N T .
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