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National Assoc:anon for the Advancement of Colored Peoplc

OAKLAND BRANCH

663 « 35th STREET, OAKLAND CA 94609

PHONE 652-8493 %

Richard Held T'HOTH\/ < ~-N\Ctivy

Director of F.B.I.

450 Golden Gate CI\IL RieKTS b6

F 3 CA 95142
San Francisco, 14 m'S? b7C

Re: Death of Timothy Lee
Dear Mr. Held:

The Oakland and Emeryville NAACP Chapters reguest an .investigation by

your agency of the death of Timothy Lee. The cause of death by the

Concoxd Police was listed as suicide. Stated below are the resons why

we feel that an investigation is of paramount importance.

Item l: The destruction of the back pack strap Lee allegedly hung 4>¢/
himself with by the Concord coroner's office.

Item 2: Statments of facts by persons that Lee talked via telepho
the morning of his death. (see enclosures)

Item 3: Pay roll check processed on 11/4/85, two days after Lee dxed.\ Sl

No endorsement by Lee on check.
Item 4: KKK activity in Concord, CA and Contra Costa County.

JYtem 5: The NAACP has reason to believe that lLee was killed due to race
and sexual preference.

We trust that your agency will take immediate steps to find the real cause
of Lee's death.

cc: /George Straka Concord Chief of Police seriabized  JAPLATED

John Van DeKamp State Attorney General A
\ AR D19 7 3 -l

ICF/vr
Encls: (8)

N

bé
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JFD-6104Rev, 9-14-82) ‘ ‘/ | A I RT E L

TO:  DIRECTOR, F8i DATE: 1/13/86

FROM. SAC, SAN FRANCISCO ATTENTION: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT

* 1, X initied submission . supplomental SUDMISSION e FEViSiON
* 2, FieNo: 44872373 (nchude sipha)
* 3. Swtus: .2 (P - pending, P* ~ pending inactive, C - closed, RUC - referred upon completion)

* 4. TWe: UNSUB(S);
TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re:

5. It Title changed, show previous Title:

* 8. TYPE OF CASE: (check one)

A. XCR D. 3 CRAB4-PE G.OCRPA J.DOF
B. [) CRAB4-E E. D CRAB4-PF H. O DIH K. 018S
C. O CRAB4-PA F. O CREL I. O ECOA L. D PRIV. ACT - CRIM.

7. AGENCY TYPE: (check one)
A. 2 City-County Jail F. O Sheritf's Otfice
B. O Federal Agency G. 03 State Pofice - Hwy Patrot
C. {J Police Department H. £ Other
D. O Prison/Penitentiary L X3 Not pertinent
E. O Private Secunty

8. AGENCY NAME; {20) STATE: ______ (use 2-char, sbbrev.)

{omit it “Not pertinent” checked above):
* 0. ACTION: UACB; ' . W e e ,

{check if appiicable) A £JLHM enclosed 'C.QReportenclosed ' E. D Nofurther action being taken | -

B. 3 LHM being submitted  D. 2 Report being submitted F. O FD-376 (enclosure 1o LHM)

*10, Further action: A. [ investigaton instituted ’ v .
B. O investigaton continuing
C. K investigation completed

11, Copy of above submitted to: (Check as many as applicable) A Xusa_San Prancisco
B. O3 Secret Service

£ s Y . ' - t
PR PR IS S £

C. O BATF
D. {15) (other - specify)
2_~ Bureau ,
- n isc ’ »
’%H/g:v Francisco SEARCHED
(4) SERIALIZED
INDEXED .
mry_
Enclosures (ATTACHMENT A)

Y4/ -23 95 D

b6
b7C
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F.O.Fies 44A=2373
vietn  TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE

12. SUBSECTS (number). A, . AMer, ndian —— M2IS —— F EMN2TE
B. e Asian R - e F €M2IS
C. e Black — MaAlE ——— F EMBlE
D. e Hispanic — MaIS — FEMBIG
’ E. s White Male J—
: F. e Other ——Male  ____ Female
§ i “Other™ please specity: (15)
\ 13. VICTIMS (number): 'A...___Amer.indan _____Mae ____ Female
B. . Asian ——— M&O —— FE&Male
C..X__ Black X_Mae ____ Female
D. e Hispanic Male ———— FEMAIE
E. White Madle —— FOMAIES
Fo . Other — MG a— FOMalE
# “Other” please specify: {15)

14. Other descriptive data re victims: . not applicable

N ¥f appiicable (number): A, e UNGRr 18 c.___handioeooed
' B. e OVEr 62 D. . Institutionalized

15, Metter type (use best description, check more than one # apphicable):

A. O bruratty PR e (15) (i.e., shooting; beating)

8. O nonbrutality

C. X death of victm
) 0. X suicide method (15) (i.e., hanging, slashed wrist)
: E. 3 known extremist group type (15) (Le., Kian, Nazi, JOL)
; F. O suspected ext. group type (15) (L.e., Klan, Nazi, JDL)

G. D cross burning
H. O migrant victim

3 . L O violence to property  type (15) (Le., arson, shooting)
S J. D 1SS matter type (iLe., peonage, enticement, servitude, other slavery)
i K. O other explain (25)

*16. Synopsis of Compiaint - Date of initial complaint
On January 6, 1986, an undated letter was received by the
FBI, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, from
| | National Association for the
(NAACP), Oakland Branch, 663 -
35th Street, Oakland, California, 94609, and| |
the Emeryville Branch, regarding the death of
TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE. The letter stated the NAACP believes
that LEE, a black male, was killed due to his race and sexual
preference and requested an investigation into the death of
LEE, which has been investigated and ruled a suicide.by local
authorities. Enclosed with the letter was a letter dated
November 27, 1985, directed to them from the Concord Police
Department regarding the matter, as well as a copy of a paycheck
made payable to the victim, which was processed on November 4,
1985, two days after his death, on November 2, 1985. Investigation

*17. Indices: (check ond) H negative 1 positive (# positive explain in body of report/LHM)
Remarks/Administrative

»

W”m ,@K ’cﬂgﬁom "

B R
] -

£t U.S. Government Pristing O"lo:: 108~398-854

K3

N

bé
b7C
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by the Concord Police Department has disclosed the check

was actually deposited the night before his death. Also
enclosed with the letter were statements from four acquaintances
of LEE concerning his mood and spirits the day before his

death. Victim LEE was found hanged on a tree limb in the
vicinity of the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) Concord Station

on November 2, 1985, at approximately 12:36 p.m. by a passing
citizen. Victim LEE had fallen asleep on a BART train

and ended up in Concord, California, the previous night

after the last train had run. He telephoned several acquaintances
around midnight to pick him up and take him to his residence

in Berkeley, California, but was refused.

3*
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SFOUNDATION OF
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, INC.
1663 Mission Street, Suite 460 11

Son Froncisco, Californic 94103
Telephone (415) 621-2493 O

<y
t

January 17, 1986

Mr. Richard Held

Special Agent 3in Charge

Federal Bureau of Investigation
P.0. Box 36015

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Investigation of ‘the Death of Timothy Lee

Dear Mr. Held:

b6

1 am| with the ACLU of Northern California. From e

the outset of Mr. Lee's death, we have been concerned that his
death was not suicide but murder motivated by race and/or sexual
preference. I have written several letters to -the Concord Police
about their investigation and conclusions. Although the Police
have answered some of my questions, I think it is now clear with
the revelation of new witnesses who have given extremely proba-
tive information about Mr. Lee's death that the Concord Police
Department's investigation was not adequate.

The failure of law enforcement -to fully investigate possible
instances of racially motivated violence is disturbing not only
in terms of denial of equal protection of the laws, but also
understandably undermines the minority community's confidence -in
our system of justice. Accordingly, your investigation into the
case is particularly important. We trust you will investigate’
the circumstances of Mr. Lee's death thoroughly. I request that
we be sent a copy of your report upon completion of the investi-
gation.

b6
b7C

oL

EMC:PJ

JAN 21 1986

, rer£3an fRANClSCl) Y
NAACP \UA="T ¢ b7C

tizda A nY ™

cc: NAACP, Oakland Branch

< 100
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Special Agent in Charge

Federal Bureau of Investigation
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to 450 Golden Gate Avenue
File Né. Box 36015
San Francisco, California 94102

January 27, 1986

b6
b7C
ACLU
Foundation of Northern California, Inc.
1663 Mission Street, Suite 460
San Francisco, California 94103
b6
. Deax b7C

Re: Investigation of the Death
of Timothy Lee (re your
letter to the FBI,

January 17, 1986).

The primary responsibility for the investigation into the
death of Timothy Lee lies with the Concord Police Department and
the Contra Costa County Coroner's Office. Inasmuch as there have o
been allegations of possible civil rights v1olat10ns, the FBI
is in the process of conductlng a preliminary inquiry into -this
matter to determine if in fact sufficient probable cause has
presented itself to warrant a Federal investigation. The results
of this inquiry are forwarded to the Department of Justlce,
Washington, D. C., for a review to determine if there is a basis
for further Federal inquiry. ,

Please be advised that due to the highly sensitive
nature of investigations of this kind, the FBI is precluded by
both policy and Federal statute from releasing detailed infor-
mation from our files concerning investigations.

If you or your associates have now, or in the future,
any information of evidentiary value, don't hesxtate in contacting
the FBI.

Thank you very much for your interest and cooperation.

Very: truly yours,

1 - Addressee
g;% San Francisco ( 44A-2373 ) RICHARD W’QE%éE

/ex Specy e
(2)

b6
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£D-302 (REV. 3-10-82) ‘ { .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1/21/86

[

Oate of transcription,

On January 16, 1986, Acting Supervisor
Oakland Resident Agency, Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), Oakland, California, telephonically advised he had
received a telephone call from | ]

advised him she had contacted the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Oakland,

and had_been advised to contact the FBI in Oakland. He
advised

o

tnvestigation on 1/16/86 « Concord, California

s
SA v

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB1, It Js the property of the F81 and s loaned to your agencty;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

File

by

1/17/86

Date gictated

,SF 44a-2373-9 .

b6
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C
b7D
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FO-302 (REV. 3-10-82) . ’

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

';' Date of transcription, 1 / 22 / 86

I _ )
| She was advised she would be shown a photographic

lineup of six photographs of white males numbered one through six
regarding -the individual

She was -then exhibited a photographic lineup consisting of
color photographs of six white males contained in a "Show-up folder"
and nurmbered one through six. She viewed the photographs and stated
photograph number three is| |

She signed and dated the folder near photograph number three.

Photograph number three is

—-

tnvestigation on 1/17 /86 at C}.Vde/, California File # _ SF 44A-2373 —’X/

BY e SA | /_..sac Date gictated 1/21/86

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the £81, 1t is the property of the £8t and is foaned to your agency;

itandits

contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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ADMINISTRATIVE:

t

On January 17, 1986, Assistant U.S. Attorney
lEﬁ San Franciscor_mas_cnntacxeﬂ regarding
e results of the interview of concexning
the ?anging death of TIMOTHY LEE in Concord in No’vembeg_1
1985

Y= 27737
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b7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.
Vi ST T

by

Ll

~ w7

;«L?'onVI'ac Offl:Cl, CUFFICE OF om!c;m DAYE INVESYTIGAYIVE PERIOD

__SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO 2/6/86 l1/6/86 - 2/3/86

TITLE OF CASE‘ REPORY MADE BY TYPED BY
UNSUB(S); , SA bav b
TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE - VICTIM - b7C

p CHARACTER OF CASE
"pPECEsRsED”

CIVIL RIGHTS

P

REFERENCE: San Francisco

ENCLOSURES:
Enclosed for thesBureaw are the following items:
1. i epartment Report

TwOo cggég of Concord Police ]
number 85-22679 wit arious supplements attached.

2. Two copies of Contra Costa County Coronex's
Repoxt 85-1073 with A\Tepgggﬂgﬁfauf6psy attached.

3. Two copies of California Department of Justice,
Bureau of Forensic Serxrvices, Physical Evidence Examination

ofﬁiieau, dated 1/13/86.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED TINONE ACQUIT-
FINES mecoveries | TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

CONVIC, SAVINGS

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [lves [Jno

ves no

SPECIAL ASENY DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

APPROVED IN CHARGE
COPIES MADE!
2 - Bureau Cemett 1)
1 - USA, San Franci neks
(ATTN: AUSA b6
- San Francisco (44A-2373) b7C

Dissemination Record of Attoched Report

NototionsARCHED -
SERIALIZED

.Agchy
INDEXED e
R st Regd,
;queu e¢d FLLXD
Date Pwd. -7
How Fwd,
- 4= 2307~/

A
COVER PAGE

oL DOC)
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SF 44A-2373 =
RJIH/bav
(Enclosures continued)

report regarding handwriting examination of the suicide
note.

4. A packet of 49 color photographs taken by
Concord Police Department at the death scene.

Enclosed for the United States Attorney, San
Francisco, is one copy each of above -items numbered X
2 and 3.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

On January 17, 1986, Assistant U.S. Attorxney

San Francisco, was contacted regarding

the results of the interview| | concerning
the hanging death of TIMOTHY LEE in Concord in November,

1985. | |

The Concord Police Department is not the subject
in this matter, however, in view of the fact this matter
was investigated by the Concord Police Department and listed
by that department as a suicide and this decision has been
questioned by the National Association for the Advancement
of Coloxed People (NAACP), GEORGE STRAKA*_Qh;eﬁL_Canaxdj
Police Department, was advised by SA
of the .initiation of a civil rights investigation concerning
the hanging death of TIMOTHY LEE.

It is further noted that Chief STRAKA was designated
to receive a copy of the letter -to SAC, FBX, San Francisco,
in which the investigation into the matter was requested
by the NAACP.

For information of -the Bureau,| |

B
COVER PAGE
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b7C
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Ceopy to;

Repon of:
DO'C:

l b USAI
(ATTN:

SA
2/

‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN%F JUSTICE . =

2

Eal

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Francisco
AUSAH

I b6
b7C

Office: San Francisco

0/ 86

Field Office File #; SF 44A-2373

Bureou File #;

Title;

UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S):

TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE - VICTIM -~
"ODECEFASED ¥

Charocter:

CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsiss At approximately 12:30 p.m., on November 2, 1986,
the body of TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE, a black/American
Indian, boxrn January .18, 1962, was found by a citizen
hanging on a tree limb in a vacant lot next to 1416
Mt. bDiablo Street, Concorxrd, California, which is
in the vicinity of the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART)
station in Concoxd. LEE was hanging from a strap
tied to a tree limb and his feet were approximately
one foot off the ground. An apparent suicide note
was located near the tree written on a white envelope
which read, "To 1 love you. Sorry, b6
Tim."” The hanging death of TIMOTHY LEE was investigated b7cC
by the Concord Police Department and the Contra Costa
County Coronerx's Office and the hanging death of
TIMOTHY LEE was listed as a suicide. On January 6,
1986, a lettexr was xreceived by the SAC, FBI, San
Francisco, from the Oakland President and the Emeryville,
California President of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) requesting
an investigation into the death of LEE, stating that
the NAACP believes LEE was killed due to race and
sexual preference and that a payroll check to LEE
was processed on November 4, 1985, two days after
'LEE’s death and was not signed by LEE. The letter
also enclosed various statements by friends and associates
of LEE regarding his mood and activities the day
prior to his death. The Concord Police Department
(CPD) made available CPD offense report number 85-22679,
including various supplements to that report, including
color photographs and a copy of Contra Costa County

This Cocument cOntans Beither recommendations nor conctusions of the FBY. 1t 3s the property of the FBI and is Loaned 10 your agency: it and sts contents
sre pot to be distnhuted ovtaide your agency,

' 1

X, S, COVERAMENT FXINTOG OFFICE 43970 G 406-940




SF 44A-2373 h
RJIH/bav

Coroner's report number 85-1073 concerning the death of

LEE and a copy of the coroner's report on the autopsy of

LEE. CPD also made available a report concerning an examination
of the suicide note. The CPD investigation disclosed no
evidence to indicate the death was other than a suicide

and the Coroner's report stated the death w;g_ggg_;g_ggli_____1
induced hanging. The autopsy findings were

| _ The toxacology
Yeport listed LEE's blood alcohol level as 0.13%. In California,
the blood alcohol level of 0.10% is the legal level for

being undexr the influence. The physical evidence examination
report of the handwriting on the suicide note, conducted

by the Bureau of Forensic Services, Division of Law Enforcement,
California Department of Justice, concluded there is evidence
‘to indicate the note was authored by LEE. Investigation

by the CPD regarding the check allegedly cashed on November 4,
1986, disclosed the check was processed by the bank on

that date but was actually deposited on November 1, 1986,

at an automatic teller machine, which was the da
to LEE's death. ]

\ On January 10, 1986, a letter was received by
€ FBI, Concoxrd, California, which inciud signed stateme

[were interviewed by
the FBI and could furnish no further information. !

b6
b7C

b6
b7cC
b7D
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b7C
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DETAILS:

PREDICATION:

Investigation ‘in this matter was instituted upon
receipt on Januaxy 6, 1986, of an undated letter by the
FBI, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California,
from | National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Oakland

Branch, 663 = 35th Street, Oakland, California, 94609,
and

regarding the death of TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE. The letter

stated the NAACP believes that LEE, a black male, was killed

due to his race and sexual preference and requested an
investigation into the death of LEE, which has been investigated
and ruled a suicide by local authorities.

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA:

~ On January 6, 1986, the following items were
received via the U.S. mail by the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California:

1. An undated letter addressed to RICHARD HELD,
FBY, San Francisco, concerning the death of TIMOTHY LEE
and signed byl |

|National Association for

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), which enclosed
the following items:

2. A letter dated November 27, 1985, tol |

Concord, regarding TIMOTHY LEE's death.

3. A copy of a check dated October 31, 1985, i
to TIMOTHY LEE from |

4. A handwritten three page statement g
December 2, 1985, regarding TIMOTHY LEE, signed by

5. A typed statement signed by

6. A typed letter dated December 1, 1985, and
signed by regarding TIMOTHY LEE.

* 3
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7.

A typed letter dated December 2, 1985, signed

by

regarding TIMOTHY LEE.

The above-described items follow:

(3
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QFFICE OF CHIEF OF POLICE

November 27, 1985

0

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

Oakland Branch
663 35th Street
Oakland, CA 94609

Dear Sirs:

CiTY COUNCIL

Ronald K, Mulhin, Mayor
Cotleen CoM, Vice Mayor
June V, Buiman

Dwne Longshore
Stephen L, Weir

b6
b7cC

I received your letterx yesterday requesting that the F.B.I. and
the State Attorney General's Office investigate the circumstances

surrounding the death 'of Timothy Lee.

You indicated: 1) that the

Lee family believes his death was due to race and sexual
preference, and 2) that there have been numerous reports of
racial intolerance and proof of KKK activity in the City of
Concord. X have relayed your request to both the F.B.I. and the
State Attorney General's Office, Department of Justice. I
suggest that it would also be appropriate for you to make your
request to them directly.

As you may or .may not .be aware, it is :.our considered -opinion that =

.Mr. Lee's :death was :.a suicide and not :connected.in-any manner MR
with ‘race or sexual-preference.: Furthermore, :absent .the EE S

Yepugnant behavior:rof the individuals:involved :in :the post R
.Halloween-stabbing ‘of itwo.black ‘males/wthe '‘City ‘of .Concord has Ve

*not lin Tecent memory, ~experienced any;pattern whatsoever of A
.racial-hostility :or "racially based violence.’

w+ 7 =that immediately after the stabbing incident and prior to the ey "
. release ‘of any information, the Concord Police Department e

s requested -that the F.B.I. review the assault closely and explore .~ .,
whether ;or not a civil rights violation had-occurred. The status +'" =]

It -should be noted ;@gfq .

of the F.B.I.'s investigation has not, as yet, been revealed to
us, nor has any evidence surfaced in the course of our
investigation supportive of any organized KKK activity. Our
position, however, is that all violations of civil rights should

be pursued vigorously.

As a matter of interest, the persons

responsible for the stabbing have been held to answer in State
Court for multiple felony violations.

Thank you for your interest.

SinroreplIv:

POLICE DEPARTMENT

.
.

WILLOW PASS AND PARKSIDE

6

CONCORD CALIFORNIA 94519
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day."
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That day we also talked
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INDEXED,
FILED

JAN 61386
+ FB1=—SAN FRANCISCO
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“ISERIALIZED

ovial, as was usual for Tim.
school. + He told me that his

3

y concern

B

1985
h a gcod outlook on life and such:a bright future ahead of him.

¢ believe that he was in e¢ny way depressed or upset.
He was looking forward to his weekend.
about what Tim was doing in

I
nz his own style.
sue

-
-~

rnzi
-

1
ad

2

During the course of the day we talked of what each of us would do that

portfolio review had gone ivery well and he would be working nore on i

develo
As we left at the end of the day and said good bye Tim said "See yo

The last day 1 saw Tim lee was Fricday November 1

lead n
contyary., ht was talkative and

Deg¢ombot

To Whenm this ma
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talked

Tim h
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION )

Oate of trans¢eiption, 1113/86

| Concord Police Department (CPD),
Concord, Taliiornia, made availlable the following items:

1. A copy of CPD Offense Report numbexr 85-22679
and various supplements to that report concerning the handing
death of Timothy Lee on November 2, 1985.

2. A copy of Contra Costa County Coroners report
numbex 85-1073 concerning the death of TIMOTHY LEE and attached
to that was a copy of the Coroner's report of autopsy on
TIMOTHY LEE. *

3. A copy of a report by the California Department
of Justice, Division of Law Enforcement, Bureau of Forensic
Sexrvices, case numbexr 0-1166-5, a physical evidence examination
report, concerning examination of the suicide note in the
TIMOTRHY LEE CASE.

1nvestigation on 1/6/86 a COI".(}OI‘G , California Fite SF44A-2373
by SA /xh Oate gictated 1/13/86
This gocument CONtaing neither recommendations AW CONCILaons OTLRe FRI 1T 13 the property of the F 81 and 15 I0aned 10 yous agendy;

1T AN 115 CONTENTS are NOL 10 DE GistnNDUTEd SUTSIOE YOus 25Ny
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i

Date of transcription, l /??_/RE

b6

| Concord Police Department (CPD), b

Concord, California, furnished the following items concerning the
investigation into the death of TIMOTHY LEE:

1. A copy of a supplement to CPD report number
85-22679 regarding contact with Academy of Arts College, San
Francisco, California, regarding TIMOTHY LEE to detexrmine if
he was the recipient of any scholorships.

2. A copy of a supplement to CPD report number
85-22679 regarding investigation concerning a payroll check
payable to TIMOTHY LEE and a copy of the search warrant to
obtain the records of a deposit to TIMOTHY LEE'S account with
Crocker National Bank, including a copy of bank records reflecting
receipt of the deposit.

| | advised@ than an allegation had been b6
made that a payroll check payable to TIMOTHY LEE had been processed P7C¢
by the bank on Novembexr 4, 1985, two days aftex LEE'S death, with
no endorsement by LEE on the check. He advised Crocker bank
records disclosed the check was processed by the bank on November
4, 1985 but had, in fact, been deposited in an automatic teller
machine on November 1, 1985, at 5;50 p.m., the day before LEE'S
death. He advised he executed a search warrant and obtained
bank records reflecting this information.

tnvestigation on .ot /15 /86 2_Concoxd, California e o OF44A~2373

SA th 1/22/85 be
by Date gictated b7C
“This gocument Contains neither recommendations PQriconCivs.ons of the FBI, It is the property ot the £ 81 and Is Ioaned 1o yout agency:

It ang its contents are mot 10 De Jistniduted outside YOur sgeniy.

15
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N FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 1/28/86

Date of transcription

On January 17, 1986, IA checked
the records of the Contra Costa County Sheriff's Office,

Martinez, California, for any arrest record for

iavestigation on__1/17/86 Martinez, California SF 44A-2373

a Fle »

by iA bav 1/22/86

Oate cictated

“YPis GOCument CONTAINg NeIther recommendations nos conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is 10aned 10 YOur agenty,
I ang its contents are NOT 1O De GistnDuted OUIsITe YOUr agenty,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DOate of transcription 1 / 14 / 8 6

On January 10, 1986, a letter dated January 7, 1986,

addressed to FBIa_2iZQ_s;anuell_nx;ye¢_£2ln‘_cgnggﬁd California,
94524, and signe ‘ was received b6

at the ahove address. b7cC
The letter contained signed statements by the above b6
b7C

which they indicated might be related to the hanging death of
TIMOTHY LEE on November 2, 1985.

Attached are copies of the letter and the statements
that were enclosed:

investigation on 1/10/85 at Concord, Cali‘fornia Fite ¢ SF 44A-2373
bé
by S {xh Oate gictares, 2/ 24/86 b7¢
LAl
This Cocument contalns neither recommendations nors conclusions of the £81, 1t 1s the property of the FBI and is foaneq 10 yOur agency;

it and its contents are not 10 De CiStIDVIES OVINGE YOur agenty,

29
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FO-302 (REV, 3.10-82)

A Y <
A
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v FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

2‘. Oate of transcription, 2/7/86

b6
b7C

| | concord Police Department
(CPD), Concord, California, advised that in regarxd to the
|

| .
that the CPD had conducted tests by having someone scream
and yell in the vicinity of the Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) parking lot and also in the vicinity of the nearby
vacant lot where TIMOTHY LEE was found hanged and the sounds
were | d_in the immediate vicinity of the residence
where| and reside. This was done on a Saturday
morning at approxi 2:00 a.m., the same time and day
of the week as LEE's death.

| |advised he has recently been b6
involved day and night in the investigation of a triple - b7C
homicide which occured in Concord and has not yet prepared
a written supplemental report on the above but would do
so in the near future.

Concord, California SF 44A-2373

File »

2/3/86

Investigation on n

b6
2/7/86 b7C

SA (bav

Date dictated

by

This document contalns neither recommendations no¥ conclusions of the F8I1, It is the property of the £81 and is 1oaned 10 your agency;
it and its contents are not Lo De gistributed outside your agency. \

38~
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NOTIFICATION LIST:

c/o National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People

663 -~ 35th Street

Oakland, California 94609

39*
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription, 2/319/86

On February 14, 1986, a letter addressed to "Agent
FBI, 2520 Stanwell, Suite 270, Concord, Ca. 94520"
was received at the Concord Resident Aagencv of the Federal

ranxean_gf_lnneshiaaﬁion from |

The letter stated that in an effort to help investigate
the death of TIMOTHY LEE in Concord, she was enclosing additional

Also enclosed was a copy of a previous statement dated
January 6, 1986, which she had previously furnished to the FBI.

Copies of the above described items are attached as
additional pages of this FD-302 as follows:

Investigation o w2 /14 /86 at. 3 A3 File # - it
. - S-F——‘}A-A—z}ls—-.k)_.

by S X ; Oate gictated..2/19/86

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F81, it is the property of the £81 and is foaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Agent
FBIY
2520 Stanwell
Suite 270
Concord, CA 94520

Dear Agent

In an effort to help investigate the death

of Timothy Lee in Concord, I am enclosing
additional testimony.

If you have guestions I can be reached at
work at

Sincerely,

Concord Police Dept.
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Agent
FBIX
2520 Stanwell
Suite 270

Concord, CA 94520
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National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

OAKLAND BRANCH

663 - 35th STREET, OAKLAND, CA 94609
PHONE '652-8493
January 9, 1986

Richard Held

Director of ¥.B.7X.

450 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Death of Timothy Lee

i

Dear Mr. Held:

| Enclosed herewith please find copy of letter addressed| | b6
b7¢C

This information was hand delivered by| |on January b6

8, 1986 at the NAACP office at 663 - 35th Street, Oakland, CaA. b7C

I have enclosed this information for your investigation -in the
Timothy Lee case.

b6
b7C
|
| .
i Contact person .in this matter is at the above
number. ;
. SEARCHED. INDEXED.
ICF/vrx smmuzso%mso_@ _
" JAN 13 1986
cIsC - b6
b7¢C
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NALECP
563 35th Streat
Oakland, Ch 9609

Dear

We are enclosing 2 coples of the 2 affidavits
which we are sending to the FRI. We wish the
best to you 'in your afforts to see that Justice
is done in this nmatter. 7Please call us if there
is anything we can do.

Sincerelv,

b6
b7¢C
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' Re: Timothy Lee ' CERT
P HEED

NatlonalAssmlatlo awcs,cck Poop 235 750 851}

9 1) fortheAdvancem/ 6282‘48 I

of Colored Peopl:

i} 5
OAKLAND BRANCH @mm
P.0.BOX 10328 onre
OAKLAND, CA. 94610 T .
CTen fchard Held Director F.B. I, ¢

W 50 Golden Gate

RURECEN
R EQUESTED 7,

an Francisco,Ca. 94102

PERSONAL AND T

RETUBH BEGE!PT BT , | ~
REQUESTED | . | R
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I CONCORD--rNoxthem Caleor- '
nia NAACP leaders have estabs °
hshed an’ Into]eranoe Task Foroe .
> that- will- make 'the ‘Concord area '
. and the 'I‘unothy Lee hanging ‘its
* first pnonty, a Spokeswoman saxd
"I‘uesday .
Thordxe Ashl of the Emery-

. ville' NAACP: saxd the group be- |°

“lieves the existence of a task force.’
“will'e ‘énicourage ‘people to come for-'*
ward thh information .about the, -
~ Lee case’or other racial: mcxdents
mdudmg Ku Klux Klan activity .
o We have xeason to ’behevet

“there is an orgamzed group,” sai i

“Ashley, noting that modern Klan
_'members are “Brooks _Brothers-.

weanng people,,'rhey dont run
Oostum

But Ashley refused to revea]
any “evidence of KKK actxvxty; say-
ing. it-might" hinder law enforce-
ment: or. the task foroe* mvestxga-
non.

Concord Mayor Ron Mullm said
he and ‘dther city officials are frus.;
trated because they, can’t’ investi-,

" gate any,of the*NAACP’s allega
_ ‘tions: He 'said . the NAACP won't..

“provide ar any facts ‘about" “alléz egations. -

« ‘of KKK activity, or back up a state-.

“mient  that '30. Concord' ‘residents « .

£ had reported raaal mcxdents to the

‘A former pohoe officer;. Mulhn

. “said he’s looked at all the evxdenoe,

~in‘the:Lee case and mtrﬁnd am
mdmuon of foul play. . -

““They are. makmg statements g
~some-of ‘which. are outlandish,.
+7jbout. our, community and I don't -
oreciate that,”, said Mullin, not-

.
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By Carolyn Newbergh

‘ The Tribune -

i
1

L

- have had a.comm

- sign student hvlng in ‘Berkeley, -,

-

P e ]

* CONCORD — A vxsibly frus-
' trated ‘Police .Chief: Géorge -

“Straka'sald: yestcrday that con- -

txnumg questions, into-the hang..
“ing death of ablack student here
. last November unfairly paint |
* this city as racist and violentand’
.iare leadmg to addmonal prob-
ems. .

1 guess I am angry{’ Straka

- told a press conferénce. “We.
ity:that has -
not necessarily had many.raéial

incidents and we have a reputa- .,

tion-for actlvel pursumg mv s-“a

txgations »o

Txmothy Lee, “23 -a’ fashxon-de

e Polxce called:Lee s death a su-

icide,. but ‘his:family has.never

-“believed:that, saying he had no’

» reason to be suicidal. The Feder-
.. al Bureau of ‘Investjgation, at. thei %
“request of the National Associa-.
tion for the Advancement of Col-’,
.ored People, decided- yesterday
" to investigate... T £
* FBI. press. spokesman John F..

“to learn if there has been a civil-,
.nghts statute violation, - -
“Lee’s- death” will -also’ be - dis-:
cussed at a special meeting next:
week of 22 Northern Caleormaf
chapters of the FBL.; - = . € ;

- Strakasaid contmumg allega-* :
"'’ tions about his department’s, in-

vestigatxon -and  whether.Con-,

“When somethmg gets a lot‘ of .-

- publicity like- this, it: may be a

signal to people who support.this

ftype of -activity to come:out of
the woodwork.” ..« =,

* The two November: incidents
and continuing questions have
led to another Kkind of fallout for
this city that is getting a sizeable

-chunk of -the San Francisco of-’
Holford said the investigation is! fice exodus, Straka. .spid he was
+told ~that. women_employees of:

“; *Wells ‘Fargo :Bank who :were,

~scheduled to'be transferred to a

- Concord ‘Avenue-office building ~
were worried about:the lreports
+of crime here.. “rvsia

- - But+he:said-his bxggest feanus

sthatfbecause-of ~“allegations”’

‘that-the:Concord police didn’t

-was found hanged at.the Concord ~ - cord- is. unusually racist-or. vio- .-.conduct, a.thorough.investiga~

BART statxon Név. 2, just’hours -

"lent:probably explain.the’latest -

after two 'bla¢k:men were - ‘racist’incident:here: Last:week, -

stabbed by two white " men
dressed in Ku Klux Klan robes.in
a bar parkmg lot elsewhere in
- the city: - DR

T e

S
~a

- ] n
v-!. N 3
AR , W

PEVEE A

the. Ku Klux Klan symbol _was;

" painted on’ Oakmead ‘Road, . -
‘“We don’t-know “how. to: shut

thxs thing:. down.,’,ifStraka’ saxd

""u’«,.. R

" tion, citizens.will.stop reportingi

X Straka said-he called the press
‘conference so that he,could re-
‘Jease’all the evidence his‘depart-

ment -has collected’ to. demon- .

“strate why it concluded Lee took -
his_own_life and’the: case is"
“closed. He was' flanked 'by two
-police Investigators. . KT

The. NAACP sald last ‘Week -
that X paycheck of Lee’s-had
“"been’ cashed “after his: ‘death,
~which would support the theory. ,

- that someone else had killed him. -

But Straka furpished:'a state.

ment from_the Crocker "Bank’s e

Market Street’ branch; in San
Franclsco showing Lee’s’ $197 49
"'paycheck’ was, deposited fhe

3

dd:.,

-'did notendorse it

. * v.Stfaka®also” revealed Lees

$

FeI/DOS

fnend Robin Davis, had. told ‘the’
. press that Lee had every reason
to. wantitolive, Davis.toldipolice

Lee‘hadatalked about ending his.

- life’'if he. were terminally ill.

ey Straka “said- the ,only” medical
comhtlon Lee was known to have
was ‘a hernla. L

Polxce couldn’t learn if Lee,
-who, was homosexual “might
have had AIDS because his,blood

-was, too chilled,.to’'be fested,

“Straka saxd In.addition, he;said
" AIDS, services in_San.Francisco
wouldn’t reveal if they knew Lee

txalg S

lnw*} [P

evxdence. information-or crimes / - death was. .13. He, saxd that could '~ have been. broken, ‘which-it-was
because”they ‘could.lose confi-1 ;be *fairly “high™ for:'Lee, who notAnd Straka ‘said Lee would

. dence in a: .police’ force unfairly

2

weighed 142 pounds, ; and that’ al-

sgetting Al reputatxon for inade-! - cohol'acts as a depressant

quate investgations. - .. -

oo RN LR 2; (O
"\_*&-"';‘J'Ik‘t . et

-
¢

L

. He saxd that wlule a close .-

- - o ~ N

have had more senous wounds

l,l Fane S

o "-’ o See CHIEF age B-3

,had the deadly, disease because
that‘mformation is kept: confx-

- night before he died although He. eSS
~ x-u.—Straka :said- that if Lee had ‘
sdied violéntly-at someone elsé’s
blood alcohol lével at, the time’ of -hand his neck would: probably |
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_ a ,scho!arsmp for. sc’hOolmg, po-- Shin mxe dn fheire o ;
E - lie found that o be untrue.’ . M?‘ up.th ok
- zigi‘ %Straka also said Contra Costa’is cvmespoucechief aIso said 00;,.

% Suicide ‘Inferyention and UG-
- Berkeley. professor Robert Sei-

dien, ‘an expert on“suicide, said

% Lee fit.a: proﬁle for smcxde v:c-

2 Yims,-

‘3: Str,aka also dxsplayed photo-

S

RRIREE LT 2 T T,

" - with looking into. race relatiops 1
in Concord ‘ A /}

graphs of Lee,dressed allin blue,
; hangxgg from the fig tree, Straka:

“eord-is second lowest amcmg ci-.
" ties its size In violent crimes. He.
;added that-a city commission
has -charged a subcommittee
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SAN FRANCXSCO — At the e,
‘quest of the NAACP, the }fBl will
begin an investigtion into’the hang- -
ing death of a 23-
man in Concord. f
¢ - John chfo'd, k&sman for the
‘Federa Bireau/of Investigation,
s2id ‘Wednesday that”agents” will
: probe whetherany civil rights viola-

tions were involved i the death of ’

e ey - sty o 0 f

signer who was found hanging from

(r-old- Berke’ey‘

Timothy - Lee, a black “fashion-.de-”

ks S e

3
]

. station on Nov 2

. Concord police” axid the county ‘
Coxoncxs Orfxce have-concluded -
that Lee committed suicide'about 6

&, m, after drinking heavily, "~ - -
« Lee's family and’ friends, howev-
er, have insisted that Lee had too,
<‘much going for him to kil himself.
The, FBI decided 1o enter the
case, said Holford, after receiving a
letter from the NAACP on Monday

asking the FBl “to-find the real -
'+ Cause-of Lee's death"

““The NAACP has reason to be-

|4 frg 1ree near m~ Conoond BART - heve that Lee was killed due to race

el B

H

P ineB (Reey, 1 ST S

..
;":‘{
&
@ .

E

R

. and sexual preference,’™ said the Jete
ter from Caxlton Faulk, president of .
- the QOakland NAACP chapter, and -
Oscar C. Wright, ‘who heads the
- Emeryville chapter, ™" ~ -,

- e

Lee, who was openly gay, was

stranded in Concord after he fell

asleep on the last BART train of the -

night on Nov, 2, his friends said.

Concord Police ‘Chief, George
‘Straka said Tuesday he was “an-
gered” by the NAACP's allegations
-that Concord police have fumbled
-their investigation into Lee’s death,.

Holford said FB! agents wilf re-

'mm

)
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=]
‘z‘@x
=)
=
=¥
=
&
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y 6

quest pohce and ooroner’s reports
and interview any witnesses “to de-
‘termine if there has beena wo!ation
. of civil rights.” .

*We want to find out if he was
‘killed because he was black,” said
Holford.

The FBL is already oonductmg a
~similar civil rights Investigation into
the stabbing early Nov: 7, of two

black men by two white men in |

- KuKlux Klan costumes. The latter.
wo, Charles Gallant, 21, a forroer
resident”of Concord, and George
Victor Har!eas. 19, of Concord, said

the robes Wcre Halloween cos-
tumes. The, a%sosaid{hem'?,black-
men started the fight outsice a Con-

- Gord bar on Moroment Boulevard.

Concord police said tbey knew of
no KKK activity in their.cty. .

"The two men were arrested sev.-
eral hours before police did Lee
died, and detecives maintain the
two mddems e not contecied,, -

Both Gallart and Harles§ are bea‘

*ing heldin CwntyJailonomwmt ‘
-each of attempted murdet.

i$ being held on $20,000" i»‘ﬁ and -
Harless on $10,000 baﬂ. |
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(4t js incorrect. “1 did come out
and [ am not satisfied, the way the
newspapers said [ am, that it was
Suicide, T got the coroner’s repot

and there was not even # preling-

oary investigation . . , The officer on
the scene called the coroner and
told the coroner &t was a suicide,”
said Lee,

gao
Acturding to those reports, a
passer-by discovered Lee’s body at
12:36 p.rr. Wearing a blue tank top,

jeans and green shoes, Lee was

hanging by a strzp cinched dround
his peck with a spring clip. His
black jacket was on another branch,

Nearby, in the undergrowth, was
his gray-green knapsack. Thirty-six
fect from the body, police found
Lee’s wallet ‘containing credX cards
and his driver’s ticense, In kis pock-
et was another wallet with credit
¢ards and $8.29 was in another
pocket. Police admit they caat ex«
plain how the one walet ended up
30 far from Lee’s body.

Lee’s father was annoyed that
the area was not seaked off for fur-
ther investigation, He says polke
did not have evidence 1o support
their cortention that Lee probably
had dropped his watiet while climbd-
i:éafenoe. Police say they ¢id seal

the area for their investization.

Also on the ground was a note
saying he was sorry, addressed to
“Tares” and “Tom,” apparently his
sister, Tamray, and brother, Tom,
He always called them “Tammy™
and “Tomnmy."” The misspelled
aarees have bed Lee’s sister to say
ihe note was written under duress,

| ;t, in fact, her brother wrote i,

|

cluded the penmanship on the note,
4 ‘check made out by Lee and writ.
ing in his notebook were “probably
authored by the sarne person.™

Karen Carter, an EI Cerrito
friend of Lee and Kis sister, said she
had seen Lee write Tammy’s name
dozens of times and he always
spelled it “Tammy” and knew his
sister preferred that speiiing.

The faxnly also contends that 2
circle drawn on the suicide note
;V:isn Lee’s attemx}axt 0 sizgnal t;e g:s

g hanged, He wrote “ (]
you,” but the last “u” appears to
continue into 3 Jooping circle. Be
cause of Lee’s large scrawling band-
writing and overlapping letters, it is
unclear whether Lee tried to write
“you” more legitly a second time
‘and created the second “0.”
i Tl

a 1¢ hat
he would never have left such 2
short note,

“The thing that makes it quite
obvious 10 me (that is was not sui-
Gide) , ., Is something you might not
see unless you knew him. But he
would have left Tamay more than
that, They were so close, He would
bave gone into detaldl He would
never have said ‘I'm sorry’ and left
it at that,” Carter said,

Robbin Davis, a Berkeley maa
who knew Lee for eight years, tid
police that Lee was the kind of per-
son who would fight for his ife.

“He wouldnt just allow someone
to hang him,” Davis told detectives.
Lee had 2 minor scrape on his arm
- 10t ‘Geep enough to draw dlood.
The seat of his pants showed bits of
bark, 2pparertly from the scuffed
branch several feet below the Kb
to which the noose was connected.

to police reports, but kitle urder-
growth had been trampled, leading
police to conclude that Lee was the
only person around the tree that

“There were no signs of a strug-
gle around the base of the tree, nor
in the tree itsell,” Detective Tony
Costa wrofe. “Based on the situa«
tion as Léound ;:, gy feel the victim
coramitted suici climbing on a
hrge branch ... He then put the

On Jan. 16, the NAACP Emery-
vilde office received an anonymous
phone call from a woman who
claimed she had seen a gun held to
Lee’s head while he was forced to
wrte the suicide note. Her com-
tents were vague, but she clamed
{0 have the name and address of &
least one man who murdered Lee.

Before she hung up, the
NAACP’s Ashley u her to call
the FBI and gave her a number,

Ashley later called the FBI and
said an agent (ol her the woman
had called. Ashley said the NAACP
has stopped taking anonymous
calls, since they cannot be used to
belp the investigation,

. The body was covered with bit-
ing ants, but there were no other
signs of trauma, according to the

cigarettés, not bitten by ants.
“WeT have to take the doctor’s
word for it,” Straka said.
Lt, Al Jordan,

permanent position investigating
crirnes against persons.
According to police reports and

X

on BART ‘and missed his transfer
for Berkeley, He arrived in Concord
about m%ﬁaﬁgﬂ t}h{a last weste '
bound train . He apparently
caled several friends Jooking for 2
ride horze, but no one could help.
Robbin Davis said the victim
had 2 good friend named Gary Ca-
$pillo within walking distance of
Concord BART, But, Davis told po-
lice, Caspillo wasn’t home that

alooe in 3 strange city and no one
cold pick kimup. :
But Lee’s father said 'his son
knew Concord well, F
. It wasnt the first time Lée found 3
himself in Concord Iats at night. §
Five or six weeks before the rarg §
ing, Lee and a friend st i L §
Denny’s restaurant on Willow Pass @
Road. The waitress who served the
two men told police they were
: dressed when they carme in f
gﬁ‘:xt midaight on a2 weeknight, 3
men seemmed in good spirits,
she satd. # 4
About two weeks later, Lee 3
walked up to Chick’'s Donwts on 5
Willow Pass early one moraing 3
when the shop was closed. The
ook, who recogrized Lee frora a4
photo shown to him later, told po- §
dresset

i e —

A Departzient of Justice hand- Several smaller branches on the
writing analyst in Sacramento con-  tree were freshly broken, according

irterviews with people who knew
Lee, he apparently fell asleep riding

mr———y

Ar——

Straka said polce have tafked to

| think about the negatve svie of the

Lt, Jordan calied the stabbing ate
tack earider that night an “unfortus
nate coincidente,”

. In that attack, the two black vic-
tims were tatking to two white 04 the foliowing Mondéay, Strak
womstn when the suspects ~ ctad in | said, Concord potize oxied the Fif
robes e the KiCK's ~ pulted up in | about ihe stabbing incident 424 also ’ !
N the Lee case to soe if the fede

A racial epithet aliegedly was ¢ agents wanted to do 2 cng'eﬁg&s?
j5poken, & fifht began and the two  vestigations, The FBi as declined
Black maen were stabded. Onie of the 1o comment o the case, |

o men paded puy 0 e ot “We do that roudtingly,” Straka |
vk, the otber pleaded IMOCent  suid, "when it appears there is 4 civ. |
ang is awaking tial. il Tights vschation ™ ‘

—
ts v

several people who said the sus-:
pects did attend & costurne party the \
are 2

Tight of the attack and potice
stlf trying to interview others who
were at the party.

-

-~




4 Thears rune 2 4K gs A

newepazcr, Cily and state,

Undicute page’, nemn of V/,% /?"/1"

K7 % : ' CotTRa (BsTa Traes '

Q’%%‘:»%@%& b -} ir’g‘in Spoce Bolow) {f‘)d/'?/ﬂﬂ KJ{'eé'k C,q ‘?"’5"“‘§

,&h n 1 1 Edition: /}5/¢%) :
Title: '

;‘By Carolyn Newber

?‘&«ggw% sf‘?i 0
rgh ,»5»7
f&%rn Tribune i W@g% %

A2 A FE . .
~m**hCONCO ﬂl ﬁe 3 . \Chqsdcr. C’,’&. ,
%’t “"‘x'rxmo“ihy@»Lee s%hangmgu 5, : or
éathihere.Nov. 2 was, the"déed“-’ F Classification: 4‘/
...,..oi ‘a;bikers' ¢lub; that also” sex- G f Submitting Office: S ‘F
: Yually assaulted hira wasbranded s , g r\
Htunfounded:iby®policey Chig efseft = v o - v
:";‘creorge Straka’ yesté daj ““%*’“’;’1 \ 3

ooy ‘(NAAC

'J&z)ﬁf‘\for‘ anything, »«:Straka saxdfu
*’ﬁ“@ynge Sho! evidence{l‘xmothygé‘*
‘gﬁ,e e's ded hvwasanythmg but'sus; |
««%ciiie"‘régardless of what they've:t

%‘(‘v come i, .thh this" time.s PG A

i “in’ a‘{‘l

v -

‘\%«Si!‘ak%sald ‘theTat
gmsmng "of theories was s made pub-7:
i lie: byﬁthmEmeryv:lle office. of
,igxe;y%gpxp‘nglf@ss;ociaﬁon:fox;stﬁ
;Agvané’e‘meht of,Colored.People 3;
ton Frida ”Ashiey héads the' civ:l'?é‘ i
’“’Q"trghi’sagroup sjprobe,inio ‘the "

3 }i

ST
oM

s

L
qf“‘

a-;w .r'

SRR T
Continuef irom”l%a :i%gﬁ @?1%83“3“8 béf
BNt <

S
ore hisd

s
T s v

%,fdeath,of :the 23-year-oldifashion £
e ¢ ) R A g TR RIS N‘vf n n ;
Litaesign: siudeni*fro g m’é"ieé" by@hegsi?;bbmgs ¢ e%s?g et
3 found rhangxngwfrom (Al ‘blac arby: AR famii i be %
- ;ohéar the BART statxon. : c();uld ‘have!;
v, ‘lf ¢ P N "
. bxk Y

- \ﬁv-}.-“ ) %ﬁ‘“
na L ngeies handwni‘ “
gg expert recently.clalmed that:
LLees suicide note was forged Sy
xs;roommate,,speculatiom

cused on } hxm as playing 3 parb

ki}hgg

XL "»;'r e -’,»3 *:f?
%.,» “The police chiefsa xd it seemed

%ﬁl\h e “"fj‘
f"’:gg j¢;bike iclubitheory: emerged:’ g emurdezf %end &ﬁ o ﬂ:‘%’
%:511 durmg a parf pygx:saﬂgn bn§;f§ rodx”ﬁ”riﬁteus hot;ta*su'bé‘cf and
% NOW"“')W@, || Linstead hetped thems rur FIHeE o *£
i’

1rmdhat"Leé"W5§ el "”"‘-g:
: m? 1 feelingide. \.‘;:‘a

X

3
*
¥
z’i
%
j
g
g
&

b

it

x ‘éb“i’lify,of some, othemnformah
=related: o this’eas 2 ﬂl’zw

s

s E‘*
\Wvum
% s
e

H
PP

P e h ey v s b . .
sqxcadehm L SRR - e . - R gt iy
&&é"‘" “No ona Has given:us -aname s"g § v . Pt E ;{ﬂ&§
Q&W 4-‘ b :
efforward?thh\,any ;
Fgﬂ”fzknowl e that shows thxs’tg}zg‘,f;: ~ i

; w yfhing@otﬁer than!{whatiwe i

%‘% ound;;Mooré s: Sald AR B ,
gﬁ “‘*“’Smcg’i.ee‘ ’aeath,“w;the fa%n;yvéﬁ , —r ;
nd*N ACP:have: freqeunfly: il [oeod NED ‘
ﬁougi(tf Fth théor iegf s@q / he’ @}, semxzsojé—&-’ : '
v’ mﬁgswegw ,.‘“‘ R " y

\3% é”f@ WAY 0

nor» &
as.%
%

b6 ;
b7C
LYUYA =23 727 AR

/ -~ Mo e st ommedisdb g Vomsart 4 A Vi

Po

o




50 (Rev. 5-8-81)

» W, S STV S | ST U S o ‘e e

s‘ : ; :
U
(indicate page, name of '
- .- newspaper, city and state.) )
{Mount Clipping In Space Below) L ‘e "‘i’
W ) Dte:  3-13-86 |
A Y P ' Edbon Peginsula Momiﬁg -
- ose ercury WS
San Jose,Ca. ‘
Title:-
. n
Character:
o ' )
Classification: ’ I
Submitting Otfice: ‘SF .. . ‘i‘
Indexing: ‘

f
,Advancgpent og Co‘lored Peo le‘ ifi
dtamily originally alléged’that: ram
fébgy é‘omecfed to"the, Kt Klux K13,

{Leée becausé he Was black and gayi iy ‘meh og i1 By ;
;sﬁdhree ogxer }xandwntmgfge}rpheéts hsze ‘i g: | P9 death m’“{ Lee*‘ha 5 ;
g;»,».@,w Jh°° s 12} “&P ia‘m?atten*the;mtenw hich:: saxa :

6t 50 &wg""“‘i‘« &f?w%éi, VTmi/ & Tom; 1 ove yoyes

oL, Wi », 4 3 CQDCO!ﬂipg‘h&ﬂ Tgn ,?( y*v\
med < Legsdéath“ not ‘a g&fve}g Taes SIstAr and br eah
7 S ?}ﬁz’:ﬁf & ”‘r”ﬁfxi T g;‘gfg B MeN

W tg"ﬁ?gdp,:‘%v ’ig i g’mém‘baftdmif’ng’ A .

* Wednosday nightolt :&‘gﬂ sn méludé worko
& "*’fxm Jery. upset aa“a‘ i digties’; forgery. case an s un
%Pmasus;;ect. (3 unbehequble,"\Vnghiﬁai' Aifd ,iiiufxof ihegremams* ”ﬁ\i’hix L :
§ Wédnesday from his:job’in’San Mnm Wt ngele _has concluded thaty it '

Hes”*és's}laﬁngasmdlo 3pa%eﬁ:, th Leg -1 was Wrilten ‘by : l:{ght, TN e »&aagmmﬂqmméua

i Berkeléy at the time of thé Tabric W L& Tl T At

For's deathds D sl ol Tidh Seehains ”’éﬁ;"’mﬁ,iﬁ» D fed Nk

};But«(foncord olfea: Ca ‘t%Roﬂ‘eﬁf’E%éps{;., :
5saxd§anh1“’§hou16r noi be*“ﬁebéﬁ ed aya g ‘
$§ \wv B vﬁ"&"“ j &fﬁ*’% ‘Z %, %€ ,

**f € re" king at h:m’%? ‘a'gvx :

Aasishf*pgggn"ngo mxg{;ix provide;nforma oL ;

: s Fotaves v i Pl fd il

EEo esa‘d' S R ey 18 Conplicated "CAse; fonegoi
e hire bythe: Mercnry

‘Bharlie Col¢ of , Canpbell b

b7C

AACE Spok
7'$ 1d the news"‘abéut:an ,




$100

= Wrightideclined
whom hé ¢allédf::
f Leesifriends
haveiaicar,
SW

3 fiFme:

Wi

i EPNR T The Cone
1 & Fvangsaid the numbér. an

y hours, of ‘Study

Wédnésday
hegaidy

Hex &

12BAI
cord*statid

a & %x“ 3 dp i
EVansTcalied thesoonti
> > v emia

gation of the Lee case 2

E™

R AT RT

the n
m‘?&%;b‘f&!&

e

e b

e o s

— A

-

i




W———-g: S - - - - —— - £

% o
y ¢ . . oad won . e
»
» . . .
. e » -
e ‘oo PO TR R LI T v taae " e ] P R
- » -
. -
50 (Rev. 5-£:21) \
: ¢ - -

! ' (ndicate page, name of
- - newspaper, City and state )

oate:  3=18-86

Eavon: Daily :

1 Contra Costa Times
Walnut Creek,Ca.

Titde:-

Character:

or Lo
Classification: L
Submitting Office: S -

Indexing:

F"
2 oA ¥

iwas in high'spirits before;his,
e B Non 2
sgeileewdractiall

lxtcoordi

b6
b7C

he S described;
alid enthusiasm fo
73 bnlikely: that The




T seemed to be dovexand.aas- |
ily upset on the night that I call

h

at: th}? BART s;atgo?,'f Bai
who is one of the last peg-
%ﬁ%ﬁ fo'have talked

’ When Wright failed to find a ride
,home for Lee, who was stranded in

Co

ncord when the BART trains

stopped running, Lee became upset,

“] asked him what he ‘was going

to do, and he 3aid, ‘Maybe I'll throw
myself in front of a tar,’”

‘Wright had an explanation for

li at he calleéd his “false and . im
k “I ﬁé’te i‘t‘because l dxdn’tt |

initial statement to po[xoe

,the case would-go this far. 1 .also,

‘wroté it ‘because I believed that I>

‘could ease the Yor his s:ster.
thought 1 would help her vut.
‘wrote the statement because I
‘thought I:couldn’t face her with the
truth” of Lee’s unhappiness,

W

‘De

Evans said Lee eamed two Fs,

C’s and one A during his 1

33id, Lee-had ir
e ﬁion o
s:,gn and Merchandising

ester at the San Francisco Acadf®
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NAACPtohol
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Tribane 2T

".CONCORD :~ "The "NAACP
wm hold an- educatlonal forum
.here Saturday on racial intoler-
i ance, and plans to bring some of:
t the people who say they have -
* been yictimized, an NAACP offi~ |
cxal said yesterday, ;
Attending will be: xelati\m of'
mothy Lee, thé young gay

ek, man-found hanged.hefe
Nbvi 2, and “others who haye

 pved outof Concord because f
prejudice,” said-Violét Robi

of tneTIvR rights. gmup&-&)aku =/
‘1and office.. .
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.By Carolyh Newbergh
Thc Tribune. 2 ¥

" GONCORD, = The: nerl‘téie‘*

man identiffed by a Los ; veal the results of the “coniinu- 1
handwritingexpertast oD Ing investigation® “today. . ¥ oi
‘of ‘a!suicide ‘note found; xt to & FA stateDepartment of Justice |

¥ the*hanged Timothy Lee said - forensic handwriting analyst bas
+ yesterday bis life is becommga wistated that Leeiwrote: the'note
nlghtmare,”' L S LE mself,pohcesai’d., A

“Affer news stories Wednosda}’ !’* “Evais 5did two 'detective ?

4

indlrectly linked him withithe - Were assigned‘all day yesterda
eath-of, the black:man found'* Eto follow leads ‘arising out of.th
nged -near the Concord BART. *, talk. with the .friend-in-a Wesj,
1 Qgation 14st Nov. 2; the man‘ad<": erkeley restaurant Wednesday
jitted-to- ha\ying a harrowing . . igbt. R PR A A BY S
day: gxe was interviewed by Con-;=%;° The polxce department’s*con-
rd’ police, flooded: with press’’ iy clusxon that, Lee killed himself.,
inqumes and his grandmother‘ t f—,wgs never aecepted by, hig fais.
Cdied, (¢ e o o 188 i Tort the” National! Assoclation
The" young man,a close friend & fo:»f the' ‘Advancemeént of C’olored
‘of Lee’s, saidihe thought'itiun=s *Peoplée;which mamtains ftwasa
«wise to talk to reporters withoutf Tynching.o.0 11§ (80 By nile
advice from a lawyer. 't ¢ .- 2%y The ttoublesbme case’ {odk

“n’s becom{ng a. n}ghtmare,’g several other turns yeterday‘ A ]

’he said. “This is.really: ‘unfalr,, © 0ot . Berkeley: pollce said, thely.
‘I've got ‘to take cdre' oi’ it7the ~were, investigating‘a; complaY t
right way”* o hoJR Irom»Lee‘s ‘younger smter Tin
“.goncord police contacted the* “ry: that she had gotten an'“dh-.
_mJri. after. graphologist ‘Andrea’ * noying or.disturbing” teléphone
M¢Nichol’submitted a. report: {/;call from thefnendxdenﬁfiedb)f-
ing the friend wrote the pote, ;the graphologxst.~ coe E
not Lee, who also lived in Berke: 3’ ;.The man commented i { don t:
ley. Afraid of a lawsuit,’she has ; know anything about that.), ...
not named anyone publicly.””": ~ 73 JMéNichol a3 ‘highly regarded’
“Like’ Lee; the mend is 23“ graphologist sald;'shé had;re-
black-and gayr . .= Wi b eféved numerous “threaten{’ g”
- Capt. Bob" Evans: said the‘g :-phone calls yesterday) ! ¥ |
{ jend is not a suspect {p the case,£3':: She said, “This is what you gft
ayd, police still regard the; tash~ e fonvolunteering your services
ioh-design student’s death'as a.. scared.”:
sificide; “The friend is being' re-;"" ~She; saxd;he sﬁcﬁﬁﬂ by her ff :
girded,as a “witness” to’help: “ing 400-pescent’’ ¢
‘police &“Iter Piit down Lee’s cir-vf ~ wroté the suicide note ‘not Lee,
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black man found hanging.in a: o3t o N D
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pendent exammation l 3
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Leesdezthoccurtedont :ﬁ‘“ -
same night two white men wearitig

Ku Klux Ki3n robes attacked two

black men in A tavern parkinglat.
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ices Commission says it will be
‘sending letters to local religious
And ethnic minority groups soon
‘dsking for detajls of,any: dis-
¢rimination they may have en-
fcuntered. < .+,
awley Holmes says the com-
yjssion decided on the move last
night after a subcommittee rec-
ommended an effort be made to
substantiate numerous allega-
tions of discrimination in the
city. The allegations have been
pade since the Nov. 2 hanging
death of a young black man and
the stabbings the same night of
two other blacks. . -«

thit 23-year-old Timothy Lee, a
gay black man, committed sui-
cide.and-that no connection has
been established between his

Jox the city’s Community, Serv-

olice have insisted since then-

ot

oncord groups to detail
ias they've ericountered |

death and the stabbings of the
:)Zx? black men ¢utside a Concord

If ‘evidence of discrimination
turns up, Holmes. says, the city
will take positive steps to deal
with it. L

One such step w_oixld;f)e to,

reactivate the city’s Human Re-

. lations Task Force that was se

up in 1982 to investigate report
then of incidents of racism.

Holmes says the task force

Wl

.met for 18 months and found

“nothing of a very: violent na-
ture.” Actions taken by the task:
y force then included engaging a
World*'War JI concentration
camp- survivor to lecture loca
7 groups on discrimination.
Holmes says a decision by th
‘commission on whether to x

‘vive the task force will be made ,~

after-feedback from )
minority groups is'review?/
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CONCORD -~ ’rnmothy Lee's

roommate has admitted lying three
' months ago when he festified Lee

Y

was in high spirits before his hang-

Lee was actually depreesed and
suicidal, according to a written

l ing death in Concord Nov, 2.
statement re!eased by Concord po~

years, desg_n'bed Lee ‘as a “happy

second’ statement in“which he de-".
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roommﬁ j‘fe
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hce Monday. WS death,f’ Ixoes?ﬁ&. v,

~In his first statement_ in Decem - Police- beheve anht xs tellmgi

ber, Russell Wright, who had been " the truth in ‘his. Second statement

Lee’s.roommate for the past few:. which agrees with other statements

to police that Lee was de

person.”: » " .fore his,death, said Captu Bob E
“But Wednesday, anht wrote a‘ ans, 3 B AR Y

* "Wright wrote, the second sta

scribed .Lee’s “depression. and low - ment after a Los' Angeles graphold-

key: behawor a week pnor 'to, hxs gist told ‘polxoe, the FBL and the

¢ V*«
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state Depamnent of Justxoe that she
jeved Wright had written a sux-
cide note found near Le¢’s
A Justice department forenslc
handwriting an has ruled three,

times in five: months that the note'-*‘

was written by Lee.," " -
Evans said fingerpnnt tests were

being conducted on the envelope on

which the suicide note was wntten.‘

‘.beoompleted next week." bl

’washome on Nov.,z f

The labomtory tests are expeded to vxewed last week by Concord detee\ 4
‘ tives; the two men.said they stayed’a o

> Evans said. Monday that Wright ' .over, at Lee’s and Wright's house in-

. is not a suspect in the case because * Berkeley on Nov. 2, Evans said., (x :

two-people; suppon the 23-year-old .’

He- said pohoe. stand- by their
Berkeley

.man’s statement’ that: ke - ongmal conclusxon that Lee hanged
- himself, [

“The." two*people, "Brian Austm . 'fhat concl f hasbeen

Sxtterlx ,

and Michael Woolridge, are friends ' d:spu

famzly ‘and - the -

of Wright who aIso knew Lee. gnter-
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NAACP, which have said the aspir-
ing fashion designer had too much
going for him to commit suicide.

After his death, the NAACP and

' Lee’s sister, Tammy, went to several
people who knew Lee, asking them
to describe his state of mind in the
days before his death. !

All the statements, including
Wright’s, described Lee’s good out-
Jook and enthusiasm for life, and
found ‘it unlikely- that he hanged
himself,’ - . | P

In his new statement, Wright
painted a different -picture of the
roommate he had ‘met at Berkeley

High School. - :

“He seemed to be down and eas-,
ily upset on the night that I called
him at the BART station,” said

Wright, who is one of the last

ge Leze is believed to have talked to
ov. 2,

' When Wright failed to find a ride
home for Lee, who was stranded in
Concord when the BART trains:
stopped running, Lee became upset.

“1 asked him what he was going,
to do, and he said, ‘Maybe I'll throw
myself in front of a car.””

Wright had an explanation for
what he called his “false and inva-
1id” initial statement to police.

“I wrote i because I didn’t think
the case would go this far. 1 also
wrote jt because [ believed that I
could easé the pain for his sister. I
thought I would help her out. 1
wrote the statement because I
thought I couldn’t face her with the
truth” of Lee’s unhappiness.

Evans said Lee eamed two F’s,
two C’s and one A during his last
semester.at the San Francisco Acad--
emy of Arts. Shortly before his
death, Evans said, Lee had trans:
ferred to -the Fashion Institute of
Design and Meg;;handising,
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Pohce release_f{?j};;
new evidence of:

4 By Carolyn Newbergh
CONCORD - A young black
man whose hanging death here
‘last November has sparked un-’
. ceasmg controversy was’ de-
préssed and had threatened 'to
throw himself “in fropt’of a car’” .
* just before he died, According to
_ new evldence P lice released
Tnmothy Lee

him a ride home from Concord
BART the night, he died were,:
“Maybe T'll. throw myself in:
front of a car,” police said yes-
terday. -

.. The ‘portrait of Lee as- trou-
bled conflicts sharply with.the
opinion of his sister Tammy and
the National Association for the
Adyancement of Colored People,’
who have maintained he was too"
happy to kill himsélf.: - ‘

Police delved further into the -
final days'of the 23-year-old :
fashion design student last week °
after a Los Angeles bandwriting

expert said Berkeley roommate
Russell Wright forged Lee’s sui- |

cidenote. - . Ly

last wordsdo :
, the roommate who couldn't find."

“‘iaﬁf'?‘; ’

JT -
‘u 2

‘mh 5

Lo tu‘fhl -t

Lee’s depressmn

Creew e

,"Tribune 'Interview: “that that
statement’ was meant*iwfi&

“Tammy Lee get Concord, pgli,ce
to reopen their investigatqua, '

In !ast week’s’ :eport Wﬂkht

sald: “{ wrote the statement’bes

cause: I ‘thought: I couldn’t-fgce
her (Tammy) with the truth’

“But the truth is I rem'ér?:ﬁer
his depression and low-key&d

havior a week prior to his dé‘.; h. I

He séemed to be down ana"yasxly
upset. ! 393
"“Wright, who does not’ oi‘fﬂ'al
‘car,'bad tried 1o find Lee ffde
home™from the Concord’ BART-®

b

station, where he was stranded °

after falling asleep on thé {t3in. "
When he couldn’t and-¥§Ked

Lee what. he ‘plannéed to‘ddShe
answered, “Maybe; I'll, trow

. myselfinfrontof a car,”%ccord ’
ing to Wright's statement "33 |

Wright 'said he “overloOk&d” .~
the comment and told Lg¥ e

would contmue to try to gg;, hrm

aride. . K ! ac;e s
Wright S belief that Lée 'was'

‘deépressed enough to kill ﬁim’§él£

‘was shared by two, other’

.. mates ‘police. interviewed';;

Wright, other roommates and - -week and a friend spoken torear-

friends $aid Jast week that Lee-
was depressed and highly moody

just before his death, Capt,. Boh, .

Evans said., ',
Their insights | further cOn-

firmed the' conclusion of police -

several days after the Nov, 2,

hanging that Lee’s death was a s |
suicidé, he said: Wright was nev-"-

era suspect in the death, he said.
In.a report: to police last’
Wednesday, Wright said he had
written a false statement in De-
cember describing Lee as “‘basi-

*-cally” happy for Tammy Lee to -

gwe to the NAACP, He saidind
w M .

s

— -~

'lier, Eyans said. There are others
* who disdgree, he said.

Eviden
also indic
committed suicide’ because‘heg

was having trouble in his fashion

design career, Evans said. .}}"-

. the Fashion ‘Institute of Design
and Merchandising. wer&one;

two Cs and two Fs,; Evans.saad
Also, police have never béeft a?‘%

to substantiate family clai
“that he had gotten a}x scholarsh

See. EVIDE‘\?’C . Page Atzs
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Continued from Page A-11
ta study fashion in Milan, Evans
said.

And other roommates and
friends interviewed said Lee had
been moody in his last weeks and
had trouble drawing a self-por-
trait for a class at his new art

school, the San Franciso Acade--

my of Art. .
Also, Evans said he may have

" been upset about crowded living

conditions in his Berkeley studio,
where he had three roommates. ’

The revelations about Lee met
with disgust from Thordie Ash-
ley, the Emeryville NAACP offi.
cial who-has pushed for further
probing into Lee’s death. -

“It-appears his friends are all
big liars? she said. " -

Shesald Wright's words are

being taKen as'though they were
from Jesus Christ or the Bible,

“All of a sudden he’s (Wright)
shooting off at the mouth,” Ash-
ley said, *“All of a‘sudden he’s the
most credible witness in the
whole thing.” e

And Tammy Lee said éﬁe is

" confused by the change in
Wright’s statement. .“I don’t,

know what to think,” she safd. -

thinking of talking to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, which fs
conducting its own probe into

‘Lee’s death. !

As for. the Concord police,

Chief George Straka admitted
yes erday he “regrets” not talk-
ing earlier to Wright, probably
the last person fo speak to Lee.
#“Yes, we should have talked to
that friend earlier,” Straka said.

“We talked to others who knew -
him, and we thought that was_

enough.”
Police said they hope ‘the
friends’- statements will help

close the case. Evans said police i

still plan-to try lift fingerprints
from the envelope of his suicide

""note. More detailed police re-

ports will be available by the

end of the week, he said. __ g

A

f

She said she would “follow the
steps of the NAACP” and is:
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ConcordCops
Rule Out - j
f.\ Suspect

* ByMichael Taylor

. Concord police said last,
night that the person: mhose
handwriting is alleged+to- be

similar to a suicide note‘founda
near the body of a young hla'ck

writing found in one of the many
documents relating to the highly
publicized caSe. J

After an interview last ‘night
with the person who ‘wrote the
questioned documents, Concord
tectives said- they have conclud
that person neither murdered Lde |

or wrote the suicide note. 0

Concord police and Contra Cos-
t3 County officials ruled last year
that Lée killed himself, effectively
closing the case, But they reopened
it when new information, such as
the current handwriting dispute,

surfaced. )
,ﬁ}

Police declmed to identify
rson they interviewed. Beca
ht is pot a suspect in the case, “it
would be irresponsible-to oonnecti
hxm with this” fncident, said’ Cap-,
tain Robert Evans. é

‘Thé body of the 23yeamm Lee!

the Concord BART statfon.

Family members and the
NAACP maintain Lee was mul-
#ed because he was black and g4
I "wha: %ﬁ%%d late at night infa
ity t says s rife. v.
raci{am, —»

t wrinkle frthe-cese ?
boﬂed néwn’, to an apparent differ.
: énce’of ppinion over handwritin

sarpples MelNichol claimed Lee di ’
i not; WEitd ‘the suicide note found;

man in Concord last fall isnot a ralysts said, based on their !

suspect In the baffling ¢ case, id ké{?som'w&m other éxampies |
Andrea McNichol, a Los Ange. ObEee’s saltiagotbat Leesuzatethe,

le handwriting expert said Tues- /P°‘°

d)y ‘that the penmanship of-a S}x( ‘

¢ide note found near Timothy Lee’s / 5 /{ :

body last November was similar to » U/?/
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TRANSMIT VIA: AIRTEL
CLASSIFICATION: DATE: _4/24/86

H

FROM: Director, FBI

CA” SAC, san Francisco (44A-2373)

UNSUBS; _ 7
TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE-VICTIM(DECEASED)

CIVIL RIGHTS
00: SAN FRANCISCO

Enclosed are two copies of a Department of Justice letter dated 4/14/86  requesting
investigation in captioned case.

- This request has been reviewed by the Civil Rights Unit, FBIHQ, and unless reasons exist
to the contrary, you are to complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of Section
» Manual of Investigative Operations and Guidelines, and submit results within 21 workdays of
the receipt of this communication,

Bkt KRGt A xithi X wrkrags SKEESR BKHE IREX

2 Enc. leed, AN .
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TRANSWIT VIA: __ 225t

CLASSIFICATION: : DATE: 11/13/86

FROM: Director, FBI
To: ,/§gé, San Francisco (245-2373)

-

UNSUB(S) ;

TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE ~ VICTIM (DECEASED)
CIVIL RIGHTS )
00: SAN FRANCISCO ‘

Re ‘telcal Civil Rights
Unit, FBIHQ and SSA bn 11/12/86.

Enclosed is a copy of closing memorandum from the
Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice concerning captioned
matter.

~

ccordingly, San Francisco may consider this case
closed.

Enclos{i
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Memorandum

Subject Date
Notice of File Closing
CIVIL RIGHTS MATTER ! 0CT 29 1oe¢

To From gw
Director & radford Reynolds

Federal Bureau of Investigation \)) stant Attorney General
Civil ‘Rights Division
Reference is made to your field office file captioned as

on the attached closing form and numbersed é‘;‘l#‘//?“ 9373

This matter has been closed as of the date on the attached form.

EARCHED______ INDEXED
T

——d.
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

Notice to Close File
144-11-1214 0CT 29 1086

File No. Date

To: Chief, Criminal Section

Re: Unsub(s),
Tinothy Charles Lee (Deceased) - Victim
civil Rights

It is recommended that the above case be closed for the
following reasons:

On Saturday, November 2, 1985, at about noon, a citizen in
Concord, California, spotted victim Timothy Lee's body hanging .in
a fig tree near the Concord BART station. The Concord Police
Department responded, investigated, and concluded that Lee
comnitted suicide. The Oakland NAACP Branch, citing family
beliefs that race or sexual preference may have been someone’s
notive to kill Lee, requested that the FBI investigate. The
Bureau submitted its report which includes its investigation and
the Concord .Police Department's material.

Victim Timothy Lee was a 23 year old black homosexual who
worked in San Francisco and lived in Berkeley. Late Friday

b6
b7¢C
Attorney
To: Records Section
office of Legal Administration
The above numbered file has heen closed as of this date. e
b7¢C

Date ) Chief, Criminal Section

FORMERLY CVR-3 'FORM CL-3
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night, November 1, 1985, Lee fell asleep on the last BART train
on the Concord line, missed his stop, and had to leave the train
in Concord because the train system then closed for the night.

Lee telephoned a friend's mother and then talked with his
roommate in Berkeley, trying to get someone to come to Concord

and pick him up. They did not have cars so could not come and

meet him. The next day at noon a citizen saw his dead'bef:fE:::]

the tree. A note was found near the body which said "To bé

X love you. Sorry. Timm". b7C

Lee's body showed no signs of trauma, except for nminor
abrasions on one arn which probably were caused by a tree limb.
There were no signs of a struggle or any sexual abuse. Lee had
eight one dollar bills and a credit card in his 'pocket when
found. The autopsy report concluded that death was due to
hanging. Ethanol in the blood was 0.13%. A sheriff-coroner
report noted the time of death as about 8 AM.

A document examiner for California's Department of Justice
compared the note with known writings of the victim. He
concluded that "there is evidence to indicate" that Lee wrote the

suicide note. He was unable to glVQ_a_mng_ngg;t;ge_gn;n;gn_ﬂuﬁ
to the limited writing on the note. bé

b7C

Several questions have been raised through the NAACP which
challenge the suicide theory. lLee's| | b6

b7C
|

i in addition, along with pointing out Lee's race and

sexual preference, the NAACP noted that there has been KKK
activity in the Concord area. In fact, that same night, two
individuals in Klan robes stabbed two black males in Concord.
These persons have been arrested, charged, and convicted.
Finally, a Los Angeles graphologist has claimed that Lee did not
write the note but that Lee's roommate wrote it.

The FBI and the Concord Police Department interviewed

bé
b7C




bé
. b7C

| The questioned document examiner from the
state Jaboratory who first examined the note later determined
that[:;:;;:ghad not written the note. The FBI has declined our:
reques at it submit the note to its lab for an additional
opinion.

The two white persons who were dressed in Klan robes and
stabbed two black men that same night in Concord were arrested
and convicted. They were arrested at about 2:00 AM. Lee's tinme
of death was estimated at 8:00 AM and he was on the phone at the
BART station at about 1:30 aAM.

There is virtually no evidence of homocide in this matter.
The medical results are consistent with suicide and do not
suggest any struggle prior to death. Suicide is also consistent
with Lee's roommate's description of Lee's emotional state during
the week preceeding and on the night of his death. Lee's wallet
and noney were not taken. Although the black strap which Lee
used to hang himself was destroyed by the coroner's office, it
appears that the destruction occurred because they were convinced

the dea icide. The principal question concerning this
death i opinion that iand not Lee, wrote the b6
suicide mote. alifornia's quest cunent examiner found b7cC

evidence that Lee wrote the note and concluded thay ________ |did
not write the note. _Given the relative qualifications between
these two examiners, opinion is less worthy of
reliance. In addition to lacking evidence of a homocide, there
is no evidence of interference with a federally protected right.
Thus, there is insufficient evidence of a federal criminal civil
rights violation and no significant remaining avenues of
investigation to hold this nmatter .in abeyance. I recommend that
this matter be closed. AUSH | (N.D. Ca.) concurs.
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Memorandum @

To : GAC, SAN FRANCISCO (44A=-2373) Date 7/9/86

From : gSA ORA #2

Subject :  TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE
CIVIL RIGHTS :

. . Re: 7/9/86 telephone call from Civil Rights
Division, Department of Just_ice/ to SSA San .Francisco.
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me(s;qv. 8-29-85) ' SN .
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. TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE:
"3 Teletype O Immediate
“Q Facsimile O Priority
= XX Routine

SR

1 | FM SAN FRANCISCO (44A-2373)(P)(CRA)
2 TO SACRAMENTO (ROUTINE)
3 BT
| 4 UNCLAS
S | UNSUBS; TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE - VICTIM (DECEASED); CIVIL RIGHTS;

| .

i & 1 oo: sr.

| 7 b6

‘ RE SF TELCALL OF SA TO SA b7C
8 | SACRAMENTO, JULY 31, 1986. e

ADMINISTRATIVE: FOR:INFORMATION OF SACRAMENTO, AT APPROXI-

10 MATELY 12:30 PM ON NOVEMBER 2, 1985, THE BODY OF TIMOTHY CHARLES

1 LEE, A BLACK/AMERICAN INDIAN, WAS FOUND HANGING ON A TREE LIMB

12 IN A VACANT LOT IN THE VICINITY OF THE BART STATION IN CONCORD,

13 CALIFORNIA. THE HANGING .DEATH OF LEE WAS INVESTIGATED BY THE

b CONCORD POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE CONTRA COSTA COUNTY CORONER'S

15 OFFICE AND WAS LISTED AS A SUICIDE. A CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION
16 WAS INITIATED UPON RECEIPT OF A COMPLAINT FROM THE NAACP STATING
17

18

19

RJH/dc (1)
20
21 4 ,
12 foork
Approved: J\V\A- Transmitted g1c/60
— {Number) (Time)
SE £ (Y —

SERIALIZ
. INDEXED oo
AV, | .




FD-38 (Bev, 8-20-85) £
b @ “EBl

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: _
O Teletype O Immediate
- O Facsimile O Priority

O 0 Routine

PAGE TWO SF 44A-2373 UNCLAS
THE NAACP BELIEVES LEE WAS KILLED DUE TO HIS RACE AND SEXUAL
PREFERENCE.
AN APPARENT SUICIDE NOTE WAS LOCATED NEAR THE BODY AND THIS
NOTE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY EXAMINED AND COMPARED WITH THE VICTIM'S
HANDWRITING BY THE BUREAU OF FORENSIC SERVICES, DIVISION OF LAW
NFORCEMENT, CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE EXAMINATION

WAS CONDUCTED BY

TWO REPORTS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU IN THIS MATTER

AND THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS SUBSEQUENTLY

LEAD. SACRAMENTO AT SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: CONDUCT APPROP-
RIATE INVESTIGATION AT THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

BUREAU OF FORENSIC SERVICES, TO DETERMINE

BT

Approved: Transmitted Per

{Number) (Time)
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FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) . ‘ >
. « FBI-

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: LASSIFICATION:
5" Teletype O Immediate
{0 Facsimile 3 Priority
O AIRTEL O Routine
Date 8/7/86
TO: S‘}C, SAN FRANCISCO (43A-2373) (CONCORD RA)

205
FROM: {1 L\L\SAC, SACRAMENTO (44A-2147) (RUC)

SUBJECT: UNSUBS;
TIMOTHY HOWARD LEE ~ VICTIM (DECEASED)
Concord, California
November, 1985

' CR
(00: SF)
| | b6
Re telephone call of S CONCORD RA, b7C

7/31/86 to Sacramento Special Agent
Referenced phone call was a relaved reguest by the P 54
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - b5

b6 )
b7C

EARCHED ______ INDEXED
- SERIALIZED FILED 7]
’;2) San Francisco . A '
I - Sacramento G111
BCD:mml : 486 / b6
3) o b7C
WA = 2373 =7,
Approved: Transmitted Per '

(Number) {Time)
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Sacramento is considering this matter RUC at this time.

2*




,FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) i

(Mount Cipping In Space Below)

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

8~12-86

SEﬁt ﬂledm hang

-
w
ta~
f
l

. ve - ‘ = X
e T ‘

e —— tomakethearea around thestationf
¥ i 4& ¢ . A
5’,.1‘:;';&:‘;&1:, 33Ty - safe for pedestrians, 5 .7~
‘The body of 23year-old Timothy

f“xMARTlNEZ .~ The: s:sten of a yLee of Berkeley -was. discovered
black man;found: hanged last No-. { hanging from a:fig tree by a back~:
: vember: near sthe, Concord BART: { pack strap at about 1240 pa.. last
station: has- filed a,wrongtuldeath Nov, 2, He was found at a vacant
uit:-against-: BART.“Ooncord and Just over the fence from theB T)

ntra Costa County:: » “.4 Litit -
:Concordland the- county violated -

‘Timothy Lee’s civil rights by fa:hng ;

_properly to investigate his death.
-13The- suit -accuses. Concord<and, -
the ¢ounty: of - destroying and con- |
‘cealing evidence, and refusing to -
: answer the Lee famﬂy‘s inquiries.
“Filed Friday in Contra: Costa

County« Superior , Court,. and :de-.

anding-unspecified damages,. the -
t also alleges that BART failed to!

" Tammy Lee’s suit” alleges: thatr i (,oncordrpolice and the courity |

Parking!ot,~ Fa e

“suicide and destroyed the backpack
strap because it -wasn’t: consldered

“Even though the circumstances |
surrounding the death of the dece-1
dent were hlghly suspect and dem- ;

y
.coroner’s office fuled the death a {

defendants, the City of “Cof n;em

cand- Contra - Costa . Count
ormed an unreasonablé am{,\irﬁ‘”c
y inadequate: Investigation” of the,

onstrated a likelihood of foul pxa%

Tjake 1t§.Concord station-safe for “deathtofideCedentys accbrding’ to]

JBART passengers. It: also;accuses - z’:mélamﬁm"?ﬂé!@éf Lenbynys
Conm the countyol:tailing 4+ Concord. policei Chietz (:ear‘

' ﬁ\ﬂ xM' g{;', wh ,qi:

'Straké*said ;

1y previdiis s ;
estigation' was' adequate.” PRI
to be one of the valuablee to b¢
returned fo Lee’s hefrs.. “"t ",

Thé -coroner's” offite - routinely!

saves evidence such as the strap if} |
murder cases but typically destro;
them fn’ casesof suicxde, Since Lee's |
death,: the “coroner’s’ office * has |
changed its policy and: how'keeps
evidence In suicide casee for sever- |
alweeks. .

Despite the smcide ruhng. <
ny Lee and the National-Assodja- '
ion for the Advancement’of Cpl-
red People maintained. that the

deathwasa raciany motivated mir ’

1
1
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Wrongful death
lawsuit is ﬁled by
Tlmothy Lee’s kin

By Erln Halllssy : o
St writed”  © ¢ !
MARTINEZ " The snster of
Txmothy Lee, a-black man found ,
hanged in a tree in Conoord last No-~
vember, filed a wrongful death faw-’
suit Friday against Concord, Contra;
Costa County and BAR!‘ -
Tammy Lee ‘claims in the suxt
filed in Contra Costa County Superi-
or Court that Lee’s civil rights were |
violated and that police didnt con-.
duct ‘a_thorough mvmgatxon into
his

fig tree near the Concord BART sta- |
tion on Nov. 2, Police and the coun-

ty coroner determined ‘the cause. .
was suicide but. Lee’s sister 'has
maintained that.Lee was murdered
because he was b!ack and openly.

[

~ homosexual.

Lee; 23, of Berkeley, had fallen
.asleep on a Bay Area Rapid Transit
train and missed his station in
Berkeley, He'found himself. at the
Concord terminal after midnight,
when trains stop running, and didn’t
have a way to get home.

He called a friend from' the; sta-".
tion but wasn’t able to'get someone:
to drive ‘over and pick himup. ~

Police .found  himt around .12:40
p.m. in.a vacant Jot on Mt..Diablo
Street near Laguna:Street. He was:.
» hanged from_a backpack strap.on
the tree. . .-

A ‘noté 'was found addressed to-
“Tami” and {Tom” saying he was-,
sorry. But his sister said she has-
never spelled-her pame Tami and

- and wholly madequate mvestxgatxon
. of the death.” "’

‘authormes refused to answer the

banging,
Lee'sbodywasdxsooveredma .

 tant attomey, Martha Whittaker, de-

‘changed its policy, and will keep
. such evidence for several weeks in

xsuch evidénce is routinely kept

that Lée called hxs brother Tommy.

'The lawsuit alleges that “even®
though the cxrwmstances surround=
ing the'death of (Le¢) were bxgh!y
suspect ‘and' demonstrated a likeli-
hood of foul play, deféndant, the
city of Concord “and, Contra Costa”
- County, pérformed an unreasonab!e

It 4o claims that evxdenoe was
destroyed and concealed and that
axmly‘s

City ofﬁcxals could not be’
reached for. comment Friday . 'but .
when' Tammy Lee filed a similar
claim'in Febriary Concord’s assis-*

fended the police investigation, say-
ing it was “full and thorough.” *
' The backpack strap was de~
stroyed by the. Coroner’s Office be-
. cause the death was ruled a suicide
"and ‘the strap wasn’t considered -
among the valuables to be returned
to heirs. The: office has since:

. $uicide cases. In homicide cases,

The lawsuit also alleges that the

areaaround the Concord BART sta- }
‘tion was unsafe and that; ity and

county officials; Imew that. and yet:
faded CO pmted ‘tv B o

‘The county and Concord vxolated
Lee’s civil rights by faxhng to protect’
him and’ performing “a-whoily un-
reasonable investigation,”, the suit
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sister of a young black m
‘whose body was found last ye r,‘
hanging from a tree near the
Concord BART station."

n- ‘Contra Cosla
County Superior. Court by t e'

The Nov.2, 1985, death of Tih
thy Le&, 25, olTic edasgy

ally. La fuf

cide, prompted “chajes ;W»é;
g&ms&m‘gsmﬁfw atolere)
: rampant in Coneord and that.
raight have heen: kilied: %4,4:; X
e
His family: also;-Dpllevesnig
death, was duo 6 his sekinal prefer,
Berkefey 1 ‘and & sfudeny at
the San Francisco Artlngtitixte;gtw'

£ o

openly homosexua:&‘f;,- Gy
A police and FBI {nvestigatio
did nmpc.;;rroborat_efﬁe charges, by
e NAACP and otfier groups insis
‘Lee’s death was a rdcially motivated,
',L&' mel’.‘ -’\e:“ ;wz‘e:r‘:-'f?. Ry ey 3
e i
& wmﬁt@gm yf’giea-ft
heord siatie

t AL N
PRI LY BN

M ;- eg 4N ‘g
%ﬁ;&f‘“ﬁ.ﬁ feopeme Iation sife, f0
‘passengets, Aud that: Concord-and
i
: ¢ thie area safe for passerd-by
“The ‘suit,- deminding urispéciﬁed"?
damages, also accused Concord and
the county of destroying and con-
cealing evidence, and refusing to
answer inquirjes {from the family, |

Some evidence, including’ the |
strap from ‘which Lee's body was
spended, was routinely destroyf

Y the Contra Costa County co
er’s office. Since Lee's death, the |
cu,‘qger‘s ofiifce keeps evidence
suicide cases for at least 90 days, a
COrotitISSpYkesmar samr—" ‘(y
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ﬁaﬂgl g‘ lct-lm S Sl's-te | coton The Teib
A-11 e Tribune
: *’Kﬁ oy P P e “*’*‘*“*’%;:; ;:jsﬁ o v, Cas
BART, Concord and Contra: |
Yo 1! \"’: “4 b

Co ta over rhis deat, e

PR, SHIGSVNE. S-S Classification:

emmna Gotkchllka'ﬁ 435754 He'was not heard fram agajn!
coaey Ak and;was found. déad at 12:40
MARTINEZ ' The sister of . p.m.,; hanging: from a tree just
’l‘xmofthy <g.;:e. tgg youn& b&"”‘ over the fence: fromgthe BAHT
man found hanged near the Con- statxon ar| lot. S .
cord BART parking lotTast' No+? ~ parking S

¥mber, has filed suit: against o

P e

The sult ponteiadﬂhat BART.

County and BART., fahéd to“‘ma}ei the- Coucm%

*‘ ‘BART station ‘safe for’passe
In fier. sult,filed m,ia S ‘safe forpasse
‘Contra Costa County- Supe%or ‘ﬁﬂ"’“ﬂn g the BART- System.

e city of Concord, Contra»Cos-

Coust. Tami Lee charges the city { and that the city and county|

failed to make “the‘area sur- .
and. fquoty: with negligence I in rounding the Concord BART sta-

the wfohﬁfu‘l dath'of her broth- ' tion safe for pedestrians.”
-er, with negligence Ininves tigat- * - Tami Lee’s suit also conten
ing his death; for her embtional . that the city of Céricord and Co
distress and for violatig)n ‘of Tim- " tra Costa County. ‘performed a
othy Lee’s civil rights’ '~ *” ' -unreasonable and wholly inad -
o e g?;ate lnvt;stigl;té?nl f‘:ﬁ"iﬁ’fﬁtﬁ
lice concluded sev-: 02} Timothy ) o8
Concord Ffter Tir ‘leges. that' they “destroyed: “evis

ral days after Timothy Lee’s
y wis found that.he killed _dence, refused to answer inquf3

himself, Their finds were;based{" rigs by the family and concealed
on physical evidence, suchasthe’ other evidence.” #, .« i R
absence of bruises that would in< | - *No Concord city official
dicated a struggle and the undis- ' b’ reached for; comment 1
turbed :ground at the ‘deaths yesterday aftemoon.

wzakid F sz % .fs«f -
see;le: AT !L ‘3 4‘!% A'* ’@’"n xﬁ, BART SPOkesman SY Mou rg
L s ey o' gﬁgsgen?gu;%e%octycgmén en% beti'
Lee 23; Wwas a fashion' dési ad not.gs
student from Berkeley. His’ Iag‘:ix i been served with the suit. ‘3
ily, friends and the NAACP cofi~'; "%‘l’amf Leée seeks at least $ '#
end that he was murdered, the 1000 In special and general datp- |
victim of racism and homophob- *ages for the wrongful death, aj}d:!
ia because he was black and gay. - - nns ified damages on the other !
They contend he was forced, to <. [ Dauman-rA
write a suicide note that wa} i B *

5‘ "'5"]

found at the scene| } becatise th
Tiole" con{alned‘ ‘misspélle
names of family members.

“Acvording'to the Jsuit; som some;
tirne. Atfee hidnight on Novi 2;
{mOihy}Lee got’off a'trajn :
tl Concord "BART ‘station’and
was to have called a friend |t
i e il e ot
e trains we o
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An

® U.S. Depalent of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to San Francisco, California

File No.
August 14, 1986

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
TIMOTHY CHARLES LEE -
VICTIM (DECEASED)
CIVIL RIGHTS

On July 9, 1986, Civil Rights
Division, Department of Justice, telephonically contacted
‘the San Francisco Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) regarding the captioned matter. | |

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. 1It is the property of the FBI and is loaned

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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* T MR I | BonnSouth County Final

‘reportclears rob ed %5 The Teibune
1 e - u S A e B Oakland,Ca.
o T‘: T‘w'u'; “? TR JE S Sy S e ALY S0 S I X Tite:
me f“ Con*‘éord st bbm :
i ;f~ 7\-« w‘a—««»* i;h* Fengez Nu__:__'_‘ N «L - ‘;:_,;:lk o , Character:

or
o Classification:

jLarge Secnons of tbe report were removed
‘because of federal reguIatzons regazmug tlze ‘
] pm vacy of conﬁc(enaal sources of, mfonnatzom 3

‘t“~ A Y

é YT e R

Newbergh
Trm T P RO
ONCORD ~ A controversmi 1

]
-

5 hanging death of a yodng
ckian here that police ruled
'#puicide was apparently upre-,:
‘I§ted. to stabbings commxtied
% rhy by men in Ku Klux Klan.|
costumes the same, mgbt, +
%}‘. ing to an gBI document
leased last wee B
.+ But the report of an FBI probe
:ihto the deéath of 23-year-old:
Txmo!hy Tee of Berkeley shed::

-"’II“ ~

‘committed suicide, as Concord ';
po!ice $3y, or was murdered. .
The ¥BI report, from wmclw
major portions were deléted, !
made available to thel\la-‘

ancement of Colored. Peopl
‘tnder 'a Freedom of Informatio )
Act requeést. ‘The ‘Tribune ob

tained-a copy. from. the NAAC
Friday.

The civil~rights orgamzatxpn
contends. Lee ‘was lynched on
Nov. 2, 1985, because he wa
black and a homosexual, ', 4 "5

* Thordle Ashley, who speard
. eaded a protest of tﬁe Conco :

*] olfce Department s !xahdlfn ;
the ¢ase, sald she s df
by: what' she .

i .les‘s FBI report.
' 'This report tells us nothingj

poingfed

- sald Ashley, who also
$ ekl\‘rAACP’s raclal lntoleran

] FBI spokasma ohn Hoiford
dpnied ‘2 %J been cov-:

€ np‘ - ;* -4
sald !arge sectxons of -

the report were removed-trew

4

almost na light on whether Loo . Whetheér thematerial inadé pu

1 mal’ Assoglation, for: the, Ad- J two men in Klan-style robés who

" That is becausé, the repord
Says, the two were in police cus-

- 'proximate fime of Lee’s death|,
4 The.report, describes the Cohx

an “extensive InvestigatiOn” into
Whet her the two,»cases ‘were

pa;:ently reliedon much- the'
£ same, e\:!dence that police djd.-
F;:r example, the FBI used a_

called 2'm . S
eanfng ysis of the authenticity of - a pyr-

did not sgudy It furthey st

= ¢ause of led::lal reguilaugfx?d:u
garding the privacy. of co
tiamm of information.’
added that the:FBI makes np
.conclusions, and-instead simp!
files a report of the results of i >
. probe with the U.S. Departme
of Justice, which then may.mal e1
findings or turn thid matter overu
to the courts;- N (]
. The FBI sara only. 35" of 141
Pages reviewed.’ un&er ) “the!
P*request ‘were, released,
thus xmaking it difficult to. tell

ilic held up nndex*further inve:
pati ¢ N 7
The onIy 'épparent finding ré.i

in the report js that Leel
uldn’t have been killed by the

stabbed two black men at a bar,

tody for six hoiirs before 8'a.nf.,
‘which authorities say as the'a

{:qrd police as having conducted

1t ‘also 1ndrc§te§§thezrnx aps

te’ document examiner’s ankl

ide. note by Lee and
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PRI o ByKathyBodovm i
" The. FBI submftted the report

i A

-An. FBI“ieport wlth large
sections blacked out'shed little
light on a’ wrongful-death" suit :.

_filed over’the 1985 hanging!of
Timothy Lee, said Thordie Ashy - Fights viclations n the case.

ley of the National Association- "
for - Advancement of Colored
People.u It ot

Police ruled that Lees d’eath
was a’sui¢ide; but the’ civil:rights *
anfzation - believes:® Lee ““was "
ched because hé was black and &

- Homosexuak: He was found hanging *

ma tree near the Concord BABT
siation« ,a‘é; . '153 *

S1ap ad ,n. .
‘:a,_, L §

The NAACP requested the FBI -

"report under.the Freedor of Infor:

mation Act and receivod it last

s ,r‘,‘u‘,,'aiaa

s ;'Wé*were hoping: that ‘there

would be enough information that -
would satisfy us that.Timothy Lee:

‘was_ actually, murdered,” Ashley
said. “The jnformation we received. -
"was so nconclusive, it still does not .-

wer any of the questions we had:,

ped,” she added.

A spolmman for the FBI said~

much of the faformatién in the re-

port was crossed out becausé .the -
people - who' testified had‘ been’

promised. confidentiality. - Ashley

said the report totaled 141 pages, .

buuhLEAACP received-only~35

¥

:Washington. no:one at-the Justice '

suit in February 1986 on behalf’

-station safe for passengers and that

‘cjals lailed to make the area safe for
'pmf&by-;‘i":n 'i. K

'comd not have been killed by two

“who stabbed two black men at a bar
“the night pefore his body )vas

_dy at the time of Lees death. th 4

" éxcept to geti depositlons from a-
'gross number of peoplé ‘we feel }

to the’ Justice ' Department’s ‘civil
rlghfs’ division; ‘which- must 'deter-.
"mine whether there were any civil

Because of the snowstorm in

Depanmem was avauable for com-
ment.

A.shley said the NAACPr also
hoped *the report would be ¢onclu-
sive enough for the lawyer who has
the wrongful death case to' )2
withhkwe‘“ oy Ao

Attomey George’ Korte fﬂe& )

Lee’s sister, Tammy. It alleges thati
BART jailed to make its'Concord"

city.and Contra,Costa: :County offf-’

“Fhe report did reveal tbat i.ee ‘
men in Ku Klux Klanstyle robes: !

found. _
Those men were ln polxce cus

wmimrohred"(ﬂ the death‘?t!my‘

‘sa]d‘xx MUK REFI
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CONCORD wPhe U S Deq Classification: i
partment of .Justice -has c‘,esod Submitting Office: SE f .
its file on the happingdeailivia s
b’kac’k Jrian-in. Concord,’ Emdmg i
“insufficients evidence of a.pro-. indexing: .
secmablé violationof any fed‘ . ‘ | *,
eral f@atuie“‘ a: spokewoman‘ ' ‘ ;
said yesierday.
’&m pﬁhce mled the death :
o g

<2 Fhe ; fe"deta’l 'hgenqyté ;ch(:l
§ign ton“the “death of Timothy: 1t
. ‘Lee, 23.-0f Berkeley, was made’ ‘ 1
+ 0&39 .after reviewing a<~thor- ¢ I A
ough” FBI report, swkeswomam HIER
‘Deborah Burstion-Wadeé said.” ’ o
“The highest. Jaw enforcement:
agencyin the Jand; as'you: would! '
say; has v;gorous!y? xigoxously ‘
looked into this,” she'said. '/ t, : ¢
“Yeé was found hanged from a”
fij tree mear the Concord. BA%%:‘ 1

‘ By Carolyn Newbergh
Theé Tribine |

%
RS
H
o
< 5
E

WA oty S é
f

_sthtion Nov. 2, 1985, and po

4]

“was lynched-and ‘that’ Concord; 5
‘police. mishandled the mvesuga- - :
txon R

- The NAACP . requested the ,
FBI probe, contending Lee was
murdered because he&was black
“and Homosexual. - ;

o Bursuon~Wade said;sh’é ~ojild! ;
“ndt comment further on  Whether:
the'Department’) of Justice x.e-'r
Nigved Lee¢ killed himself or was: a4 T R
“murdered, ‘She ‘added, “Anyone
-cant mtelligenuy ‘draw any con:’

“clusions they want irom our

| fmdmg >

\ L.Concord Police Chief George

| Straka said ‘he wasn’t surpn ;

! é  thé Justice Depa‘rtments

RIS eIt th ererwas
: stari -with™he said.:“I lhéught
o‘ér mvest:gaéi%n was more t’han i
radequate an hOpe Jthiataeons
AT, R R

“fihled his death a sulcide. H. BN : C e it

, eder, his family and theNatxo.a{ 2 R aitlt SR SR R R 3*.

Association for the. A&vance-é ey B
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S, HEGUESTING AGENCY NO: . C;;‘,‘;ALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF (‘TI( BFS CASE NO. ]
A 85-22679 " DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 0-1166-5 ‘
BUREAU OF FORENSIC SERVICES -
P.O. BOX 13337, SACRAMENTO 95813
George J. Straka ' ,»:
Chief of Police
To: Willow Pass and Parkside Copies To: File (1)
Concord, CA 94519
Attention: b6
ttention: b7C
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE EXAMINATION REPORT
TYPE OF CASE REQUESTING AGENCY
Suicide Concord Police Department
SUBJECT
LEE, Timothy Charles (Victim)
EXHIRITS RECFIVED FROM DATE TIME
11-15-85 b6
METHOD OF TRANSIT b7cC
In Person
This is a report concerning physical evidence examinations requested by your office. In any future correspondence
regarding this case please use the BFS case number appearing at the top of this report. If court testimony is required,
please notify this of fice at least two weeks in advance whenever possible.
EVIDENCE:

Q0-1. One envelope to the University of California, San Francisco, bearing
writings on the reverse side that appears to begin "Tol| | bé
and signed with a signature that appears to read "Timm". This item b7cC
chemically processed for latent fingerprints prior to being received in
this office.

Q-2. One personalized Crocker National Bank check #548 signed "Timothy
Charles Lee".

0-3. One Judith Kindler Textiles envelope bearing a handwritten name "Tim"
on the face.

K-1. One buff colored note pad and two loose pages bearing writings submitted
as being authored by Timothy Charles Ilee.

CONCLUSION:

with the evidence at hand, there is evidence to indicate that the writings on the
envelope of Exhibit Q-1 and on the check of Exhibit Q-2, was authored by the same
individual who executed the writings contained in:the notebook and the two loose

| pages of Exhibit K-1.

This same writer very probably authored the "Tim" on the envelope of Exhibit Q-3.
The limited nature of this writing and the availability of comparable like gignatures,

hinders a positive statement.

CONTINUED
VITUED
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Date of Report:_ - - Examin.zltions by:
Title: —
8FS 8% (REVISED T079) T T
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LEE, Timothy Charles (Victim) 11-15-85 0-1166-5
..2_ v

DISPOSITION: -

All submitted evidence is herewith returned.

Date Of Report: November 20, 1985 Examinations 5y:|
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. ‘ ﬁ ¥/ISTON OF LAW ENFORC&UiV -
BNVESTIGATIVE SERVICES cH

8. | ISB CASE No

REQUEST FOR $8% | EVIDENCE: Additional .5
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE EXAMINATION : Re- subrmtted _________________
REQUESTING AGENCY:__Concord Police Dept. COUNTY OF:_Contra Costa

{Include Sub-Station, if any)
OFFENSE:.. Suicide AGENCY CASE NO.:82-22679
SUSPECT(S):
: (Include Agency I.D. No, and CII No., if any)

VICTIM(S): Timothy Charles Lee

BRIEF SUMMARY OF CIRCUMSTANCES:...Victim was discovered hanging by the
neck from a tree in a vacant lot. A suicide note and a note book

was located at the scene.

YRENCE SUBMITTED: (Description and Source)
Suicide note

?) Check made out to Regents of the University of California
3) "Tim'" on Judith Kindler Textiles envelope
L) Note book that has been identified to be in the victim's hand

(
(
.

PURPOSE OF EXAMINATIONS DESIRED:.. Compare Item 1,2 & 3 to Item 4

£ fathar infarmation ic needed concerning this case, the following official should Er-mn-f-mﬁﬂd—l b6
Phone N Exi ' b7C

Officer Delivering Evidence to ISB: Date:
Officer Submitting Evidence to ISB:... :
Officer Investigating this Case:.—

ISB Report to Be Sent to the Attention of:._.Upan..completi g = ;i,f.y.l:| b6

Evidence Delivered Should Be Returned to the Attention of:. to_arrange  b7C
for pickup of this evidence:

IS ABOVE LISTED EVIDENCE PROPERLY MARKED AND PACKAGED?

PILACE THIS FORM IN ENVELOPE ON OUTSIDE OF EVIDENCE PACKAGE

1SB.4 23767-852 7.74 30M @ osP
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————— e Date: 1-8-86
gation: Final
FBI will investigate W 52, Bl ;mpomingr
| San Francisco,Ca.
‘suicide’ in Concord [~
| -
ﬁ Lon Danicls was not broken by the hanging. | g Chl.:ctef-
[ ozws EXAMINER STAFF Strakasaid a broken neck would | H ciaseification:
| - have supported a contention that| TSubmmi office: SF
| OAKLAND — Concord police Lee was the victim of foul play. | ng :
| | sayitwill take a striking new devel- “Most suicides (by hanging) re-| -
J opment to convince them the death  sult in death from asphyxiation or 1 - indexing:
1 of Timothy Lee was not a suicide, compression,” he said.
but the FBI says it will conduct an Straka said Lee’s final paycheck, |
" investigation to determiné if Lee’ s processed by a bank two days after - , .
. civil rights were violated. 4 the victim’s death, had been depos- | |
i John Holford, a spokesman for 1ted by Lee at a Crocker Bank auto- |
the bureau, said yesterday that the matic teller in San Francisco the‘
investigation, prompted by a' re- ' day before he died. ¥
quest from the National Associa- n
tion for the Advancement of Col- drf“l,lgta ﬁﬁé ﬂ@ﬁhﬁexﬂ
ored People, will include-an exami-  yemained in Lee’s checking ac-
| nation of police reports and talks count, police.said.
| Mtﬁegogegggzxgﬁ?i}e;keley resi- Police also revealed that Lee had
' dent who was black and “openly 2 blood-alcohol reading of 0.13 o
" gay,” was found hanging from a whel} he died. A reading of 0.10 is
| tree near the Concord BART sta- considered legally drunk.
tion Nov. 2. About $8 was found in Lee’s ’
Police have ruled the death a  pockets, police said. '
sujcide despite protests by some o . .
members of Lee’s family that the . §traka said a friend of the vic. |
San Francisco Art Institute student 1.0V thought Lee, who had a schol- |
had not appeared to be suicidal. arship to study fashion design in | ,
‘Holford stressed that the investi- chalyf, seemingly had “everything to | .
| gation will focus on possible civil t live for.
rights violations and that Lee’s Police said Lee told the friend he
death remains under the jurisdic- would consider suicide under cer- f
| tion of Concord police. ! tain circumstances, such as a life-
1 Concord police Chief George threatening disease. r
| Straka said yesterday that the case A check of Lee’s medical histo
ry,
\ ::slosstég considered a suicide and is P oﬁg le said, revealed only a hernia
*Every piece of evidence indi- problem.
cates a suicide,” Straka said. The NAACP said it asked for the |
. He said there was no sign of a federal investigation partly bé- |
' straggle atthe deat®sceneand that  cause of previous racereksted inei- |
\ medical reports «howed Lee sneck dents in Concord. o j \\\‘3”\'@{«%
N
A
?\\Y\\\lo , . \' r’O
BRL >
—
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By Dexter Waugh

O'F THE EXAMINER STAFF

.y - Two people who live near the
( Concord BART station say they

have told the FBI they heard re-
l peated screams and the sound of
| people running away from the area
where a young black man was
J found dead the next day, hanging
from a tree.

The Nov. 2 death of Timothy
Lee, 23, was later ruled a suicide by
Cozncord police, but the FBI opened
its own investigation last week af-
‘ter promptings from the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People. )

Marilyn Hannum and William
‘Callison, who share a house near
thie Bay Area Rapid Transit station,
have sent affidavits to the NAACP
and the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation reporting the screams they
“heard about 2 am. Nov. 2, not long
after Lee, a Berkeley resident, had
béen phoning friends from the sta-
tion, seeking a ride home.

" Lee told one friend from a pay
l»phone at the BART station that he
Had fallen asleep on the train ride

|-

| Goncord.
Hannupp, a secretary who works
in San Francisco, said she was

home to Berkeley and ended up in "

heard screams op night
1of mystery death

awakened by “very loud‘ piercing (
screams” that seemed to be coming .
from the BART lot near her home. °

“I assumed the lot was patrolled -
and someone else would hear ang.
deal with it, but as the screams per-
sisted 1 got up to call police,” she

.said today. ‘

“But when1got to the phone and
tried to think where I'd direct the
;police to go, the screams had
stopped.”

Hannum said she went outside
and walked up the block, trying to
determine where the noises had
come from. Then she went back
indoors, and “perhaps 2:15 there
were more screams, this time may-
be five screams, and after they .
stopped there were people running -
and car doors slamming.

“At that point I thought maybe it. |
was a fraternity, because it was Hal-
loween weekend.” ‘

Callison said he was awakened
when Hannum got up to go outside.
He said he also heard the screams
that came “about 10 minutes later.” !

“I heard four screams, followed
by one more scream that had a ris- |
ing pitch and ended suddenly. That |
was about 2:15, and about half al
minute after that the sound of se%- V
era] people running from.the direc- '
tion of the screams.” J

Srilited,

(indicate page, name of
newspaper, city end state.)
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and the pay phone’s lines were ‘
! busy, soCarter assumed they were |
" talking to each other.

“Carter said in her statement to !
Ashley that there was no answer |
when she dgain tried to reach Lee
-1 at the payphone. booT ‘

Wright said i his sLatement: to
‘AShIeYJthh she relayed to the
FBI that hemed to find.sortigone
' t0 plck up Lee, but couldn’t, . ,

Wright said the last thmg Lée :
said to him was: “No matter what,
{ I'm going to find a ride. I'll see you :

_ tomorrow.”

Callison and Hannum said they
were interviewed last week by Con- |
cord police, who are still in charge
of the investigation. Both said they

| * Marilyn Hannum, above,
4 and William Callison

Callison said it wasn't until about
three weeks later that he learned
that Lee’s body had been found
hanging from a fig tree near the
BART parking lot. He and Hannum

" traced back their memories of the

sareams and realized ‘they had
heard them the night Lee died.

Concord police said a suicide
note was found near Lee’s body and
that a handwriting expert conclud-

reported hearing the
screams

ed the note was written by Lee.
But Lee’s family maintained'that

it wasn’t Lee’s writing and that Lee‘,f

« student at the San Francisco Art
Institute who had won a scholar-
ship to study fashion design in-Italy, -
ywas not the type to kill himself.

Thordie Ashley, secretary of the
Emeryville chapter of the NAACP,
said her group becarie “suspicious”

“about the circumstancés of Lee's

' were told the police still regard '
“Lee’s death as a suicide.

“I's frustrating,” said Hannym,
s1 “because they don’t seem to be ac-
knowledging the massive weight of
evidence,

“He 'had no motive to commlt
suicide. 1 could ignore those!
screams if there wasn’t a body '
found. I'wish I didn’t know what I | \
know.,” |

Callisor: said he thinks there is a
.definite link between Lee’s death )
.and the screams: “Until somebody |
can tell, us or show us or come up | {

with something else that happened |
death because OI earher racial at- that would explam what these peo- {
tacks in Conc;ord. ple were running from or scream- |
The day before Lee's hanging, iing -about, certainly the fact the |
two whité men wearing Ku Klux ‘body was found the next morning ‘
Klan-style robes were arrested af- makes.us think it was probable.”
ter stabbing two black men in a AnFBI spokesman would say on-
parking lot not far from the Con- {ly that the bureau is 1nvest1gatmg
cord BART station. whether Lee’s eivil rights were vio-

Ashley said she had writter: lated.
statements from co-workers at Ju- |
. dith Kindler Textile Designs in San
1} Francisco, where Lee worked. They
» said Lee was in good spirits, enthu- |
! stastic and had a happy outlook on

: life on Friday, Nov. 1.

. Ashley said that when Lee got to |
' the BART station and realized he
. was stranded, he called a friend in
| El,Cerrito, Joyce Carter, at 1: 13
a m., from a pay phone, to ask help
in getting a ride back to Berkeley.

1 Carter tried to call Russeli
| Wright, Leg’s roommate in Berke-
| ley, Ashley said, but both his line |

i
|
i
|

e




.FD-350 (Bex. 5-8-81)

(indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}

shake up ¢

!

|

\ By Carolyn Newbergh
1 The Tribune

| CONCORD — This city — judged
B last year one of the least-stressful
| in which to live — has been the’
| scene of so many tragedies and.dis-*
' turbing incidents recently that .
{ many officials are wonderingif it is

! coincidence or a me - i

rash, mur: ers, etc.

3

'oncord

“The NAACP asked and got the|
Federal Bureau of Investigatiorito,
ook into the case. And the NAACP,
convened a “racial intolerance tASkj

Force” fo see What’s gomg on m ‘
Concord.

Last year, the natxonal Zero [
' Population Growth organization |
said Concord was one of the 10 |

“Holy smokes, we’ve taken:a bat- | least-stressful places to live in

tering,” said Police Chief ‘George l
Straka discussing the last few
months.
No one here can remember any-
» thing like this shocking string of
| Bad news in Contra Costa County’s
largest city of 105,000 residents:
There were more homicides in
the first 20-days of 1986 than'in all
of 1985, B

But that’s ]llSt part of the story

"mOn Nov. 2, a 23-year-old gay
black man;, T:mothy Lee of Berke-
'ley, was found hanged from a fig
;trlee near the BART station.

the U.S
Desplte this, city leaders have !

pmed for an even better image, '
ihoping, office-building construcr
'tion, proposed artworks on:
fstreet corners and progresswe |
pohcxes on comparable-wortp v
,pay and child care would give it

* to them.

The notoriety Concord has ‘
gotten in the last three months is
not what they had in mind.

A i 0o concerned we’re gettmg
a reputatmn as a violent place,
Straka, said. “My sense is that
ople who live here don’t have |

@ Hours before, two black men PeOp

| were stabbed by two white men
' garbed in what appeared to be Ku S

‘[ Klux Klan robes.

m On Dec. 23, a twin-engine plane
. slammed into the SunValley Mall
i during the hexght of the Christmas
' rush, reésulting in six deaths and the -
Lm]m'y of more than 70, many of .

them with terrible burns.

\‘ B On Jan: 6, two residents were '

' shot executmn—style in their home; .

one died.
m On Jan. 20, & woman, her 2- .

ear-old son and her boyfrxend

n

were savagely stabbed to death.

that. perception but people outz
side-might. ) i

|

|

|

1

a On Jan. 17, 29 and 30, workers ;
were evacuated from one of Con-*
cord’s spanking-new office com- |
| plexes because of a still-mysterious |

air-pollution problem.

a Meanwhile, the National Asso-, |
ciation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People said the city is a racist
place whose police departmest

‘bungled its probe into Lee’s hang- |
| ing. Police have concluded that s |
death was _a suicide, «but the

NAACP says it was murder.
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|~ “The facts show we’re not —

but. perceptlons are sometimes

. the hardest thing to change,” he

said, .

¢ Straka said a survey of violent
rime shows Concord to be 25th
1gWest among 26 cities its size in

the-state.

- ' In 1985, two people were mur-

dered he said. So far, the homi-

c;d&toll is four.

T“Tt*seems we have had our
share of tragic events in Con-
, cord,”"said Mayor Ron Mullin,
, “Hopefully, statistically we have

“The.new urbanization of the
city, causing a growth rebellion
here .as elsewhere, cap’t explain
‘the rash of dlsturbmg events

coming out of Concord, Mullin
said.
* The population has grown just
slightly in recent years and only
a fraction of the thousands of
new workers who will occupy
the new buildings have moved in
so far; he said.

“It’s just one thing after an-
other,” said Councilman Steve

connection to it.”
! Not everyone views the fre-
qyfent publicity <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>