-~

.
0-19 (Rev. 6-1-61)

L 4

Tire washington Merry-Go=-Round

White House Pace Has Quickenbe

While Drew Pearson is in
Russia to cover the current
Wwi¥ls, his associate, Jack An-
derson, is covering the Wash-
ington fmnt

By Jack Anderson

The stately White House, a
place of precepf and protocol
under Pwight D. Eisenhower,
‘has changed dramatically dus-
ing the . seve
‘months sinc
;Jehn F. Ken
nedy moved in.;

Tke conduct
ed -affairs -of’
state not only:
‘by thee book but:
fby.. the clock
rll papers wer

p.rocessed
hrough chan-
Tmels, were
never passed. up to the Presi-
‘|dent -without the proper en-
dorsements.

Briefings were punctual and
punctilious. Even Cabinet meet-
ings were rehearsed and timed
in advance. The speaker’s ros-
trum was fitted with a three-
minytes-to-go light and a time’s
up signal.

Kennedy has junked most
of Ike’s formality. He prefers
to work with small, informal
‘groups kicking ideas around.
Restless as a hungry cat, he
alse prowls around the White
House and holds spontaneous,
unscheduled . conferences in
the corridors.

. ‘Nobody ~ knows when the
President will poke: his shock-
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aide is out, Kennedy may riffle
through the paperwork on the
desk--a habit he developed in
his Senate office, not so much
to pry as to keep tabs on his
output.

Once he wandered into the
White House’s back - offices
where the secretaries (many
of them holdovers from as far
back as the Roosevelt regime)
had never seen a President
at close quarters.

One of them, Lucille Tutt,
lopked up from her typewriter
to see JFK framed in the door
way.

“Oh! Good morning, Mr.
President,” she gasped, al-
though the time was 6 p. m.
Now . her colleagues always

-|greet her with an elaborate

“good morning,” no matter
what time of day it is:

Powers Bows

Another time, a reporter for
this column was chatting with
Dave Powers, official greeter,
whose Irish humor has made
him the new court jester. Sud-
denly the President thrust his
head through the open door
and called “Dave!”

"Powers bounded to his feet,
tripped over an ash tray, and
ended up doing a deep, in-
voluntary salaam., - Without
even meaning to be funny,
he got a presidential belly-
chuckle.

Kennedy bhas surrounded
himself with brainy young
men, most of them Ivy Leaguers

of the pipe-and-sweater look.] - .
Like their chxef 1;1 st Aare, m-f S

tense, yet appear to be casual
They work leng, irregular
hours, usually in their shirt
sleeves.

They seldom are too busy,
however, for a little sophisti-
cated horseplay. )

Lanky, likeable Mike Feld-
man, who was abandoned as a
child to an orphanage but now
has a suite of -offices in the
White House, came in for some
kidding for his work on the
President’s message to Con-
gress on the highway program.

“This must be a crash pro-
gram,” Feldman wrote ear-
nestly. But Ted Sorensen, the
No. 1 aide, suggested dryly

that it might be poor politics ] /

for the President to advocate
a “crash” program for - high-
ways.

White House Verse

The President, whose ow
sense of humor is dry as a
martini, likes to join in the
bacKstage banter. But his hu-
mor shows up more often in
the quick postscripts he scrib-
bles on personal letters.

To .ease the tension, some
aides exchange comic notes
and verses. Most prolific is the
bland, brilliant Sorensen who
can dash. off doggerel like an
amateur Hammerstein.

In a poetic tribute to his
deputy, he ribbed Feldman re-
cently about his illegible hand-
writing. Wrote Sorensen:
“Whose works are illegible—

or does this say illegal?

Who has the sense of -a hate.
. and’the strength of-.
eaglé" .
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OFsoesTthat say an af¥ence T_ff
.. hair and the stench o
- of a beagle?
AW s the deputy

“Whﬂ ‘works on food drains—
or does this say feed

. grains?

Who is, our bapkhone, o
head, and ¢ mass o
brains?

Or does this ssx’ beckache, 01

: headache, and a mess
pams"

Anyway—-lt’s the deputy
“"Back came Feldman with &
parody, written {o & tune fnpm

“H. M. S. Pinafore™: -

“Ted Sorensen was. first in his

g  Class at school, . -

t declined legal offers;
“ -was no fool.

Iffstead he learned to play t

~. - piano with ease;

He studied all his chords and
scales Until they were a
breeze. .

And now that Harry Truman
has retired (with his
spause),

We needed a pianist to cheer

; up the White House.

80 it was simple as it could be:

Ted became special counsel to
John F. Kennedy.”

‘Such is life inside the White
House during these days of
crisis, as the whole world
walks the razor edge of Berlin.
1t is an extraordinary mixture
of devotion, humanity, and the
spices of wry, dry wit, but as
wholesome a mixture as ever

went into one of grandmoth-
er’s cakes.

m 1961, Bell 8yndicate, Inc..




0-19 (Rev. 5-27-63)

.

THESE ADVISERS E

| KERNEDY MAY GO —
)/ vi J) Cem

Ive

LY

From the Herald Tribune Bureau }in terms of long-range plan-

e BEASHINGTON.

A President’s relationship
with his immediate official
family is not only a factor af-
fecting national policy, it is
also a close personal matter.

With a new man in the
White House now, Washing-
ton, observers are wondering
which of the late President
Kennedy’s immediate advisers
will elect to stay if they are
asked, or will not be asked to
stay on into the Johnson ad-
minjstration.

President Kennedy, in ad-
dition to Cabinet members
and especially his brother,
Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy, depended greatly on
a relatively small circle of ad-
visers and functioners, several
of them with Massachusetts
or Harvard backgrounds.

Not all of these men have
been well-known, in terms of
headlines. But their advice
to Mr. Kennedy, in times of
erisis such as the Cuban
missil#siTowaswn, or simply

" became President.

ning, frequently have hélped
to make the headlines.

The Presidential aids run
to young.men who look even
younger than their years.
These are some of them:

Theodore C. Sorensen, a 35-
year-old Nebraskan, has been
by title—Special Counsel to
the President—and by influ-
ence and position, No. 1 White
House aid in the fields of ideas
and policies. A man with
sharpness and drive, and a
brilliant flair for speech writ-
ing, Mr. Sorensen joined the
Kennedy staff in 1952 and
grew in importance as the
Senator froin Massachusetis
He is &
retiring man with a dry sense
of humor who abstains from
coffee and tobacco and,
usually, alcohol. .

McGeorge Bundy, 44, Spe-
cial Assistant to the President,
has been supervising national
security affairs from a White
House office. . A former dean
of Harvard’s Faculty of Arts

and Sciences, despitetha fact .
that he is a Yale man, Mr,
"~ Bundy had been in the habit

of conferring with the Presi-
dent perhaps half a dozen
times a day and screening for
him a vast amount of material

on national security.

LIAISGN POST

Lawrence F. O’Brien, 46,
a personable, tough-minded,
practical politician from Mas-
sachusetts, has been the top
Presidential aid on Capitol
Hill—the important liaison
between the White House and
Congrqss. With a large staff
to help him, he has been
devoting most of his personal
time to Democratic leaders
and key committee chairmen,
all with the object of further-'
ing Presidential aims in the
House and Senate. Mr.
O’Brien’s acquaintance with
the late President goes back
a number of years.

Kenneth O’Don

the Presmential appmntments .
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secre s a rugged back~
ground. He flew 30 bombing
missions over Europe in
World War II, then went to
Harvard, where he studied

political science and: became |

quarterback and captain of
~ the football team. Mr. O’Don-
nell came to his position
through friendship with an
old Harvard football col-
fleague—Robert F. Kennedy.
Pierre” Salinger, 38, the
Presidential press secretary,
has ‘been -perhaps. the best
known of the White House
family of young advisers. A
San Prancisco-born former
newspaper man, Mr. Salinger
is a cigar-smoking, -child-
prodigy pianist, who for near-
ly three years had been Mr.
Kennedy’s main representa-
tive to the press of the natino

winner when he aeetey
been a special assi; he
President. M

and the world. He is a casual,

well liked man in a position
of extreme importance to the
White House.

Arthur M. Schlesinger jr.,

.46, Tormer Harvard-hisiary

professor and a Pulitzer Prize
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UPI-173 ,
ADD S JOENSCN, WASFINGTCN
; SALINGER SAID HE 'DID NOT ¥NCW OF ANY KENNEDY STAFF MEMBERS
WHO HAD MADE A FIRM DECISICN AGAINST REMAINING ON WITH JOHNSON, THE
W PRESIDENT, IN ASKING THE STAFF TO STAY FCR THE TIME BEING, HAD

¥T IT UP TO THEIR CWN JUDGMENTS TO DECIDE,
POWERS, WHO WAS NOT AT THE WHITE HOUSE IN THE EARLY MORNING
ARRIVED AT ABOUT 11 AM, TC HELP IN THE RECEPTION OF VISITING FOREIGN
LEADERS WITH WHOM JOHNSON WAS MEETING,
CTHERS WHO WERE AT THEIR DESKS WERE SPECIAL COUNCIL TEEODORE v
C. SORENSON, AND SPECIAL ASSISTANTS RALPH DUNGAN AND LAWRENCE
F. O'BRIEN,  JOHMNSON MET WITH C'BRIEN, CONGRESSIONAL LIAISCN AID,
TCO CALL FOR CONTINUANCE OF EFFORTS FOR ENACTMENT OF THE KENNEDY
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM,
KENNEDY'S PERSONAL SECRETARY, MRS, EVELYN LINCOLN, HAD MOVED TO
AN OFFICE ACROSS THE STREET IN THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING WHERE
SHE WAS WORKING ON SCRTING THE LATE PRESIDENT'S PAPERS FCR PLACEMENT
IN THE MEMCRIAL LIBRARY WKICK IS BEING ESTABLISHED AT CAMBRIDGE, MASS,
THREE OF JOHNSON'S OWN SECRETARIES HAD MOVED INTC THE PRESIDENT'S
CUTER OFFICE WHERE MRS, LINCOLN USED TO WORK, SO KAD WILLIAM MOYERS
DEPUTY PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR, AND ONE OF THE CHIEF JOHNSON AIDES HaNDLING
THE TRANSITION FROM ONE ADMINISTRATION TC ANOTHER,
ANOTHER OF THCSE AIDES, JCHNSON®S ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT,
/ALTER JENKXINS, WAS WORXING FRCM DUNGAN'S OFFICE,
SALINGER, MEANTIME, KEPT IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH JOHNSON'S PRESS
AIDE, GEORGE REEDY. AND MRS. ELIZABETH CARPENTER WHO HAD BEEN
HANDLING MRS, LADY BIRD JOHNSON'S PRESS RELATIONS FOR SCME TIME,
STEPPED INTO THE SAME RCLE AT THE WHITE HOUSE,
*THEY ARE ALL PLAYING AN INTEGRAL PART IN THE OPERATION HERE,"
SALINGER SAID WITH REFERENCE TO THE JOHNSON STAFF,
AND MEANTIME, A KENNEDY APPOINTEE WHO HAD BEEN A MAJOR ASSISTANT
IN LATIN AMERICAN MATTERS ARD GOODWIN, WAS WORKING WITH JOHNSON ON
IS REMARKS FOR A 4 P.M, EST ME . fEADS OF SPECIAL DELEGATIONS
FROM THAT AREA TO THE KENNEDY FUNERAL,
11/26--JD1217TPES
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Asumcren--m: LATE PRESIDENT XENNEDY'S "INNER CIRCLE®™ STAFF WILL
‘TOP AIDES To PRESIDENT JONNSON, THE VRITE noustk_ :

. monle MERT UAS ™ BY SILIRGER WHO SAID, ALL WOULD SERVE
v suﬁ rgt ’ ’

T INE SPLEA oF

IT WAS SORSENSEN, OF TEN un:mn To AS THE LATE PRESIDENT'S

°y D .mmsou's MOVING SPEECH TO A JOINT
X, SORSENSEN ALSO DRAFTED MOST OF KENNEDY'S

&s RIS CONTIDANTE,
ANTS AND CLOSEST ASSOCIATES WAS
NING TO CONFER WITH TNE CHIEF EXECUTIVE.
L STAYED AWAY FROM KIS WHITE NOUSE DESK

a"_-"u.

RMAN AND MAGAZINE WRITER, STARTED KIS
A SENATE PROBE

THE JOB
SNRUGGED OFF SPECULATION TNAT NE HIGHT
I!P. JONN SNELLEY, D-CALIF., WHO IS

iv nw:ﬁ' SALINGER SAID. [

OUSE REUMORS ABOUT WHAT WOULD
T°S CLOSEST ASSOCIATES

o-nmu'n: MEETING BETVEEN THE FOUR MEN

' A BLANKET INVITATION TO snv.
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writer who can produce elo-
quence ap command is near-
ing crisis proportions.

- In the world of the 1960s,

a talented wordsmith is ev-
ery bit as essential to a Pres-
ident as a Secretary of State.
President Johnson has none.

Ip , a priority task at
the i is to find
some - speech writers to

close the President’s word
gap.
The gap was opened Feb.

118 when Theodore Sorensen

left to write his memoirs

j of the Kennedy Adminis-

tration. Though he carried
the title of White House
special counsel, Sorensen
was primarily a speech writ-
er — perhaps the best in
White House history. He
performed the same chore
in the early weeks of
the Johnson Administration,
writing Mf. n’s mov-
ing address to Congress

¢ shortly after the assassina-

tion.

THE IMPACT of Soren-
sen’s departure is compound-
ed by the fact that Horace
Busby is not now writing

eches for Mr. Johnson.
usby, a Texan who writes
a Washington-based news-
letter for businessmen, fre-

' quently produced Johnson

speeches during the Presi-
dent’s Senate days. “What-

ever eloquence you find in

Johnson's speeches then was
put there by Busby,” says
an old friend of the Presi-
dent’s.

Busby was called in dur-
ing the confused transition
period after the assassina-
tion, preparing the Presi-

# dent’'s Thanksgiving Day

message. But> a presidential
speech writer cannot fune-

tion from putsitl jte
Q {]
v

! RS g Tesult, speacheurit-
i ing duties have fallen chief-
ly on Mr. Johnson's two
highly . competent personal
=3pietants: Texans Bill D.
Moyers and Jack Valenti,
who have more than they
can handle without trying
to fill Sorensen’s shoes. Va-
%'lenti managed to get away
from the President long
4 enough one day this week

to lock himself aspwith a

Evans

Novak
§ typewriter for a few hours.
{ Usually that is impossible.

Occasional help comes
from other White House
-officials — notably Kennedy -
holdovers McGeorge Bundy,
special assistant for nation-
al security affairs, and Wal-
ter Heller, chairman of the
Council of Economic Advis-
ers.. Mr, Johnson has even
tapped talented controver-
sial Richard Goodwin, once
enfant terrible of the New
Frontier and now an anony-
mous Peace Corps official.

MORE OFTEN than not
this makeshift arrangement
results in sodden, earth-
bound oratory. Thousands
of Democrats paid $100 a
head to eat filet mignon
and cheer the President
last week at Washington’s
National Guard Armory
But diners who chdnt rein-
force themselves with lig-
uid stimulation ahead of
time  found little in Mr.
i Johnson’s speech to RPGlag

rate them,

A political speech that
fizzles is not the end of the
world. But speeches are
more than weapons of partl-

san polities toda

Callaghan
nrad

Evans

Gale

Rose
jMun A
avel

Trotter
Tele Room
Holmes
Gandy

| ALHaE s WHy @ete wes S0
much concern within the |
Administration over Mr. ¢
Johnson’s March 16 speéeh .
40 Latin American ambas-
sadors assemibled. hére for
the third ‘anniversary of the
Alliance for Progress. Quite
apart from the President’s
much - criticized interpola-
tion of the Panamanian
issue into the speech, it was
a dud. Latin Ambassadors

&= 18721
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who came to be inspired
left disappointed.

What the White House
was trying to do was to
bring down President Ken-
nedy’'s idealism in Latin |
Argazican-affairs 75 @ Vel |

Yy
7% b
The Washington Post and _L
Times Herald
The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American

New York Mirror

New York Daily News

New York Post
The New York Times
The Worker
The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer —

Reople! s Wbrld ¢

MAR 36 1964 -




of TEiuty after threc—=esrs

. of extremely limited suc-
cess. This was laudable. But °
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the speech (wriften at the
White House, not the State
Department) had as much
grace as a college fresh-
man’s theme on Brazilian
geography. .

ACTUALLY, White House
talent ' scouts have been
looking for a new chief
writer ever since Sorensen’s
exit. But this slot can’t be
filled merely by consulting

. the help-wanted columns.

"Top Washington journa-
lists and bureaucrats have
been under consideration.
James Sundquist, once a
Truman speech writer and
now Deputy Under Secre-
tary of Agriculture, is a
prospect. Horace Busby may
be brought back as a {full-
time White House aide.

Whoever is chosen, Lyn-
don B. Johnson needs an ac-
complished speech writer
far more than did John F.
Kennedy. Because Mr. John-
son is not a naturally elo-
quent orator and eloquence
seems to have become a re-
quirement of the Presi-
dency, a writer-in-residence
is-a necessity for him.
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