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'REPORT OF [FORMER AGBNT TURNER T

!
i

Viilliam W, Turner mtervtewed by n.lsa Kn

1ght Thompson and Trevor Thomas at

PACIFICA RADIO STATION KPFA (FM), Berkeley, Calif,
' .October 1962 ) ;

VVilliam W, Turner is a former FBI official | whoae servxces weré terminated by

that Bureau after ten and'a half years, He'

responded by £1lmg suit against the FBI

in the United States sttrlxct Court,: Washxqgton. D.C, on Octobern 5, 1962. Mr, .
Turner had served in iwe different field offices as specmllagent.,as an assistant ,

supervisor and as an mspector s axlde. He
work done by this orgamzatxon--esplonage
sound, including wire tapping. He has just
iences,
in Washington, D.C, and Quantico. \L'
United States Navy, :

Mr, Turner was educated at Camat}u
irginia, 'IHe served during t}Te war in the

was engaged in nearly every branch of :
securzty, applicant cases, crime, and

| completed a book describing his exper-

College and trained at FBI schools

L,

The following interview was conducted ini I‘(PFA's studios by Elsa Knight ThOmpson
and Trevor Thomas, who' asks the fu'st questxon. ‘ |

F
|

TREVOR THOMAS: Mr, Turner, Jack Levme has told our reportera in New York
that you have been discha rged from| the Federal Bureau of Investxgatmn for writeing.

letters to Congressmen tlluat were cnncal

the case, and can you tell us somethmg abc|>ut how this came about?

WILLIAM W, TURNER Thls is ‘the cas:

ELSA KNIGHT THOMPSON Durmg that ti

of‘the Internal Bureau' operations; Is this

)

|
|I was an agent 1? the F‘BI for ten and a

) i
|
me, insofar as you are aware, you not

only were an employee, but an accepted and 'satlsiactory emplOyee could we clear

that up right now? , o

TURNER: I think that we can, Yes II think

i I} i
H ,l I i

’that my pe riormance ratings. will bear

out the fact that I was considered an excell‘ent employee du|rmg that time.

THOMAS: What was your, what do we call
that you left the Bureau? | ' |

TURNER:
| |

THOMPSON: Now you saxd that you' were di
men, 1 don't suppose that that was the only

ing you, was it? ; |

| o
TURNER: There were four specxhc charge
tions. It was quite a bulky dOcument :

THOMPSON: It included a' lot of (other thm

iT}, rate, or job descnptwn at the. txme
) ‘ x,

i
. i
I was a specxal agaen’t in a goverlz'ﬁment grade, grade iZ.

I‘ ’
ischarged for writing letters to Congress-
charge that the FBI mentioned in dismiss-

o
es. in support of seven, pages of specifica-
| l

1
!
i
|

gs}besxdes wntnltg letters to Congressmen?

g |

TURNER: Well, it included certam spec1hc ‘statements I had made in theletters to
Congress, and this predommantly formed the basis, There{ were; one or two other

zssues which came up, and these we|re late

|

T- dxsrmssed by the Cw11 Service Commis-

|
S |
vy |
i |J ‘ I
i
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sion, : : i ;
THOMPSON: How did it :happen tolfgo in i:-oLt of the Ci viil Service Cormmission

in the first place? | | | |

TURNER: Well, as you klnow. the FBI is no# under Civil S;ervicé as far as matters

of this type are concerned, Howe'l'er, bemg a beteran of World War II, the Veteran's
Preferance Act of 1944 is apphcable to Bureau acnvztzes, and it states that in the
event of suspension without pay for over 30'days or in the event of a dismissal

that the Cjvil Service Coznrmssmn then has authority to rev1ewl the matter.

THOMPSON: Did they review it? l

TURNER: Yes, they did. o

| 1

|
!
l
THOMPSON: What was tllxeir de.te r‘lmination?

!

I ! 1
TURNER: Their determination--I might alcldI there was a ﬁearing in Washington, D.
C. and the hearing lasted approxtmately four days, There is a transcript of perhaps
800 pages of testimony by those present an in affidavit form by others who were
not present, and as a result of the hearmg two of the four ,charges of the Bureau
were dismissed. There were 14 specxfxcatmns. Nine were dlsrpxssed Now of the

5 specifications which are left, all of then? dre based on statements that I made in
private correspondence to members of Congress.

I ! i
THOMAS: So that it was not the fact that you wrote the 1etter to a Congressman,
but the fact that you said 'certain thmgs ab'out the Bureau, |

TURNER: This is correct. ! ! j
THOMAS: Now could you tell us. wh'at the four charges were?

[ - |
TURNER: I would be able to do that, Num|befr 1, the charge that I was not amenable
to discipline, 2. The charge that I/had a poor attitude towards the Director and the
FBI based on statements that I had 'made in these letters to Congress. Also, they
claimed that I was a secunty risk, Now by th1s, theylater backtracked a little on
this and claimed, well they didn't nr}ean that I was digloyal to the government or
anything, but I had made statements whxch|they thought were irresponsible and
thcrefore they didn't think I should be entrusted further with all the confidential
information that an agent should have. 'I'he fourth charge that the Bureau used--
what it was--that I had made statements whxch were either untrue or unjustified,
not accurate, and what these referred to specxﬁcally, ifI recall--cme referred to
about the morale of the agents being low, Well of course t}ns was made by reason
of first hand knowledge on my part.| I was bart of the agent corps for almost eleven
years, The Bureau refuted it with a statistici purporting to. show'a low turnover rate
and some statements by Bureau oflecxals 1:hal:I morale was high, 'I‘hxs is an example
of what was classified as an untruthful or inaccurate statement, .Of course, the
funny part about it all is that after ten yearls ‘of being entirely truthiul and entirely
accurate, as soon as I made certain, statemlents which were critical of the Bureau
and certain of its policies, all of a sudden IllOSt this truthfulness,and accuracy,

| Lo '

I : \ . %
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The timing on it is, I think, rather:signifit:

ant. :
i

a?re they the basis for the legal action

a

THOMPSON: Now are these four charges
in which you are involved at the moment?!

TURNER: The basis for: the legal jaction--of course as I said two of the four were
thrown out by the Civil Service Commission--the basis of[the legal action is the
remaining two, all of which are based on prwate correspOndence to Congress, and
the fact that such correspondence is recogmzed under the First Amendment to be
privileged. I might explam that by saymg that under the F:rst Amendment any
constituent or a government emploVee is perxmtted in iact has the right, to commu-
nicate with Congress expressing a. gnevance or passing on miolrmatxon without
redress, and this is even more specifically,brought out inl title 5 of the U.S, Code,
Section 652 which specifically states the right of persons employed in the Civil
Service of the United States, either indivildd'ally or collectively to petition Congress
or any member thereof, or to furnish mformatxon to either house of Congress or to
any Committee or member thereof shall not be denied or interfered with, Well,
obviously, we feel pretty strongly that the FBI should be no exceptxon to this and
that Congress is the legxslatwe body wh1ch is responszble for h‘ow government
agencies carry out their internal functxons,loperanons and responsibilities,

One of the channels which the founding fathers of this Republic opened up to ascer-
tain or make sure that Congress did recewe information as to the functioning of
government agencies is this channel of communication beltween'constztuents and
government employees, protected |so that‘Congress can learn what is going on inside
these agencies. | ! |

! t

I l -
THOMAS: Mr. Turner, did the FBI, however. as a Bureau have any rule, an internal
rule of any kind, that directed agents not Ito| communicate with Congressmen on the

basis of complaints or czritmzsms} of theBureau s Operations? i
' |
|
i I

There was no such| regulalti '

THOMAS: So that, then, you did not violate |
of how this relates to---

on.

TURNER: No,

ieven an internal regulation, irrespective

;
|

| :
} |
TURNZR: No, trere is no argumerl‘:t on thatlat all.
——————————— 1 ;I ¥

THOMPSON: You have now filed al suit in

District of Columbia and that suit is prim

charo:sdropped, and you wish to be reins
T

TURNER: Thatis corréct. That li.'.’. what

| | -

THOMPSON: And that case has not been heard?

TURNER: No, 1t was filed on October 5,
in which which to respor|xd to it,

| . :

THOMAS: Mr. Levine was of the opinion

a while ago with our New York reporters
| .

the United States District Court of the

uarlly for the purpose. ‘of having these

tatEd as an FBIj agent
I

the complaint 1sI for. |

)

i

apd the FBI has!a certain period of time
il ; '
i |

i
4 i

in the interviews that I mentioned to you

that it was not poastble to criticize the
i
] !

[
ki
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FBI while you were a member thereof, but as I get from you, you in fact were
critical while you were a member. ‘ !

TURNER: Yes, I poked the tiger from mede the cage, soto speak, There, of
course,what Mr, Levine is referring to about prohibitions against internal criticism
is of course an internal pohcy within the orgamzatxon which has developed over the
years and not any statutory regulatmn inside the arganization,

[

THOMAS: I would like you, if you would vr, Turner, to tell us a little about your
work as a sound man, You mennoned this, [and you have also written a paper, I

Ii
understand, about this, and perhaps you j)uld talk about this for a few minutes.

TURNER: As you know, Mr, Thorr'lias, it's § recognized fact that the FBI does have
wire taps in existence, They are approved iby the attorney general, and they are
used as stated in appropriations testxmony in cases involving internal security of
the country; also in cases where a life may be in jeopardy, such as extortion or
kidnapping cases where there is a victim in'the hands of the criminal. In these
cases where these wire taps are in, and Mr, Hoover always in his appropriations
testimony mentions the specific number that are in throughout the country at any
one time, of course it takes techmcally quahfxed and tramed people to install and
maintain them and this 1s|x one of the duues wh.u:h I had asia spetial agent,

I
THOMPSON: How do you go about doing that?
- ! | vl
TURNER: Well, as far as the wireitap is concerned there is a ve ry comprehensive
volume available on it called, "The r..avesdroppers." published by an attorney in
Philadelphia, and I don'tisus pect that the way we do it is much d1££erent from the
way any police department or anyone else would do it, Wire taps are a question of
bridging a pair of wires wluch belong to the telephone subscriber and then linking
them up with your own wire and listening m 90 that it is a, fau‘ly simple and straight-

forward technical proble; m. |

‘ ‘ |
THOMPSON: Is it usually done iwith the cooperation of the telephone company, or
can they be completely 1gnored in the pror‘efss ?

TURNER: It can be done |e1ther ‘way. Of. course it's easier w1th the telephone
company cooperation, but, it could be done without it,
t
THOMAS: And of course .there are many cth:er more sophisticated ways of eaves-
dropping than wxretappmg , i |
TURNER: Well, this is t1|'ue. Wire!tapping ii actually --

l i
THOMPSON: Pretty archaic by now.
TURNER: Not archaic, but it's a n[arrowe:r apphcatxon of broad eavesdropping
situations which could encompass anythmg frorn listening through a keyhole to,
I guess they call them on the detecuve l:hnl_le rs, bugs, and this kind of thing.

!

THOMAS: How are the wiretapping activiltit:;.s of the FBI controlled, Does each tap
e ——— | i |

| o i | ;
‘ ; i I i !
! : ; !
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you as an agent mstxgate a tap on a sus-
e you are surveilling as a possible kid-

? I\

|\
i L )

|

|

o

| Co
have to be approved by Washmgton, or do
pect, either a criminal auspect or SOmeon
napper or a security nsk? What happens

TURNGZR: Well, they are approved ]by Was'hxngton.

THOMAS: All taps are approveq by! Washmg:iton? i
TURNER: Yes, right. SR 1 |
THOMPSON: Beifore you, institute t|hem, or aifterwards ? Would you wait ? Because
there seems to be some contradzcuOn here l:etween-- | | ,
:ckmg up the phone if there was a drastic

TURNER: Well, it could be a questxon of p

I

time element involved, | !
| : I t
THOMPSON: But you wOl.lllld wait fo!lr an ok,
. L

TURNEZR: Yes, right, o ! |

| 'i.l x !

THOMAS: And so, that then in effect Mr, Hoover s report on thesnumber of taps that
exist at any given time 15\ in your opmxon qulte accurafe, .
' |

TURNZR: I would say it's Iairly accurate), speakmg from my own--I haven't been in
every office in every part of the: country under all condnmns, but from my own

experience it's accurate, . , |
| ]
g,
THOMPSON: Well, in our! prevnous convereiatzon I was very interested in some of
what you had to say about; the crumlnal mve’stxgatlon--tlungs like breakmg seals on
a railway car, in other words, the Junsdlction as between the F‘BI and the local

authorities. by \
| ) '
TURNER: Yes, What was|your specific pofntl there ? | i
' ' |
t was, well not exactly a waste of time,
't properly belong in th1s area,

| :
THOMPSON: Well, you seem to feel that i
perhaps, but that many of these éliin'gs didn

| |
THOMAS: I think, the point that you made rlelatwe to this was vzsl -a-vis the
Bureau's record against large orgamzed crix;pe. \ :
J i

THOMPSON: The whole cnmm.al su|ie of the IFBI

TURNCZR: Right, I think that one of the thmgs that does £rustrate the agents quite
a bit is the fact that they haven't ‘been given free rein to go agamst the top hoodlums .
and the big boys in crime., It's been more. a less a s1tuat10n where their efforts are

channelled into accumulating quantitatively,
obviously when you get into a situation like
You're out there to get a conviction Iand it's

a large number of statistzcs while
t!us your apprOach isn 't always objective,
o'bvzously much easie'r to get one of some

alcoholic that breaks the s'eal on a raxlway. t.a’[r. who after all is more or less a local

problem, a skid row mhabltant,
|
- 1

or perhaps some 1nd1gex|1t car‘thxei that wanders




|
|
|

|
!
|
: 6.
across a state line and you have the techmcahty there of arrestmg him just be -
cause he wandered across the state line whx'ch may be no more than a couple of
miles away. These people usuallyican't Iaiiort:l attorneys when they're caught. They
usually figure, well, the i“BI's got me, and they invariably plead guilty--with few

4 |
exceptions. ; : il

THOMAS: But, Mr. Turner, aren'tjyou c1tm|g in these two instances, the exception,
It seems te me that you might be gwmg a: shghtly distorted pxcture of the activities
of the Bureau in workmg on cnmmal cases.’

t

TURNER: I'm not entu'ely cxtmg excepnons. No, I would say that a large portion
of the totals which are presented as comnctlxon statistics, |that a very significant
portion of them amount to more than mxsdemeanor offenses, not felonies,

! I . : i ' :
THOMAS: But because of the nature of the Jct, for mstance ym.u- example of the box
car seal, because this 1s=1nterstate commerce it then becomes a Federal case,

! I

TURNZR: Right, Whereas the problem, ?ther than the Federal technicality, is
strictly local. 1 think the drstmctulm 1 drelw[the re was that people in organized
crime, obviously controllmg millions of d’ollars and having battenes of highpriced
attorneys are a little dxffe rent group to try and hit from a'law enforce ment stand-
point and make it stick, |And I thmk also.flrom a Federal standpoint that these are
the peopie that pose the b1ggest,menace to t}ns country and the safety and well-being

of the citizens. | | Clow '
| ' '
THOMPSON: Well, is thms purely a matter of statistics? You've inferred, it seems

to me, two reasons for this sxtuatmn which you describe, 'One :.s that sixty convic-
tions for some minor mirmgement is a la'rge total of whatever the total may be,
where the other would ta!lce much longer a:nd' wouldn't add up statxstxcally in the same
way. Is there --and then you al‘so infe rred, it seems to me, a moment ago, that

perhaps they might be loathe toltakle on t.hcla b1g crime syndmates';. Why do you feel
that this happens? Surelyy they have all the jpropaganda fa<|:111t1e5l at their disposal,

Wouldn't catching a really big crime syndicate do as much for the FBI's reputation '

as catching up with sixty'car thieves ? |

i

TURNER: Obviously it would, but--1£ it could be done--but, I thmk it comes down

to the question of one in the hand is worth‘two in the bush. As I pointed ocut, these
levers in crime--these one-man gangs are a iot easier to'catch, In a lot of instances
the local police have already caught them and it's pretty clear cut, whereas when

you get into organized crime, you 're talkmg about a very c0mp1ex situation which
would require intensive effort and 1arge expend1tures of manpower, all of which,
when you finally wind it up, may come to naught because these people have had the
money to purchase, or to retain tap legal authority. If you did get a statistic on one
of them it would only be one. It would count/no more thanisome skid row wino as

far as a conviction statistic is concerned. |

THOMAS: Why are conviction statiétics pe:r ;se so important to the Bureau?

TURNER: Well, they've Ilaeen u.sed lin Justxiymg the Bureau s appropriation to the
appropriations committee in Congress. As you know, each government agency goes--



I

|
.
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the head of it will go beffn-e the ap‘propna‘txl?n committee and request a budget
and thereby what they te rm accomphshments in Just1£1catxon of this continued
expenditure of the taxpaye rs monéy ' ‘ -

THOMPSON: Do they lat!)el the diffe rent fsecftiOns? Do they say;sixty second-hand
stolen cars received, or|is it just a total aséa result of FBI work and prosecution
of cases--we have convicted so many peo:le_?

TURNZLR: Well, so:netirrlxes--wen.‘lin the! 'natter of cars tl"xey do specifically state
low many cars they recovered. I've got to quahfy that again. They don't atate

that they recovered. They state "that were|recovered in FBIl-investigated cases."
The reason for this qualification is that i m many instances, and in my experience

in most instances, the FBI itself never physically recovers the automobile. It's re-
covered by a local officer or a locial agency,!and then this agency will notify the FBI
that the car came from out of state and the Bureau will then getiin on the investiga-
tion, But they still will claim this|car as money saved, reccwered for the taxpayer.

Sometimes the Bureau agent may never éver have seen the car.,
|

THOMAS: I would like to know, Mr., Turne r.. You have worked in five different
Bureau offices in various parts of the Umied States, and I would like to know some
of the kinds of cases that you have :been mlvolved in, because I am still not satisfied
that we are gettlng as accurate a description of the Bureau's activities as we might
bere, Now, we've mentxoned such thmgs as 'mhe car thefts Iand relatively minor
things, and we've talked dbout the bxg operatwns such as that famous Appalachian
collective that occurred in New York state which I really don't know whatever '
happened on that, but whit are somie of the cases that you . as an agent would be

assigned to beyond this? ! l f
o

|

TURNZR: Predominantly in criminal work I; would say that my expe rience has been
in theft from interstate shipment. For example interstate of stolen motor vehicles,
theft of government property, crime on a government reservatwn, things of that
nature rather than the larger--what we call jcrimes which would: be involved with
organized crime, although I have worked on 'kidnappmg casles and major criminal
investigations, bank robbe ries, extortxon. things of that nature, .
| | '
THOMAS: All right,, on those threetareas--k:dnappmg, bank robbery and extortion- -
what is your opinion of thé F'Bl's eiﬁcxency as a law enIorcement agency here?
) { |X I
TURNaR: [ think that they do rathex well u|1 I;.hese partzcula‘r types of mvestxga.t:ons.
Idon't want to aay that they couldn'F do betlter but I find on'e thmg that is important
in these types of investigations, and whxch they have at the1’r disposal are large
guantities of manpower which they can throw into the breach and|really saturate an '
area, Now, in many types of mvestxgahons thls is desu'able and 'they have it and 1
found that this, probably, L-ather than any ster sleuthing or mastte rminding is the’
reason that these cases many txmes.cOme to'a successful ccmclusxon.
THOMAS: Mr, Levine said that it was his, es*tlmate thet the re were apprommately
fifteen hundred FBI agents in the Commumst Party, which would come out to some- '
thing like a ratio of one agent for every 5, |7 me mbers of the Commumsl: Party, Does’
| l
(
}
i
il

| .

i ‘ i
J

\ : i
1

| t

.

| o "
|
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this match with your opinion or mformauor';‘? ;

TURNZR: Well, 1 wcmldn't want to even tiry and numeucally judge that, I have no--
perhaps Mr. Levine had|a better s[ource or:a way of doing it, My experience has
been, and it's again ve:‘y hrmted from a-; stnctly localized--that the Communist
Party has been fairly we|11 penetralted by 1':he Bureau mformants. which is what Mr.
Levine undoubtedly was |refe rring to, as opposed to speezal agents which are
actually Bureau employees, he was reienl'ing to informants like, we've all heard of
Herbert Philbrick and Matts—_—\bedf_ek in P:ttsburgh this kind of thing,

| e lq
THOMPSON: And these are people who are: not full fledged apecial agents, but
simply people that the F‘bl uses as spies 7
TURN..R: Well, again, I|w0uldn t use the Lvord spies, They're informants, They're
not special agents, They're not employeejs :They may be furnished funds to carry
on their penetration of the Communist Party or any other subversive organization,
but they're not special abents of the FBI' No.

I b
THOMPSON: And, have you had any work within the Communist Party or in dealing
with this aspect of the' FBI work? . i

TURN&R: I've had limited experience init,iyes.

1 '
THOMPSON: Well, how, I would be very interested to know -- we hear a great
deal about Communist Front orgamzatxon's ;:and he used the example of knowing
that a certain person was in the Commumet Party and therefore when he became
effiliated with some othe|r orgamzation. kleepmg watch on that organization, What
sort of criteria do you uge? How do you determme whether or not an idea or a

person is subversive? Are you tramed 1:'1 any particular way ior that kind of work?

| I
TURNuUR: If I recall Mr.! Lew.n s clomment on that, the FBI doesn't evaluate who is
subversive and who isn't. These paeu't:u:ulzn-i reports, 1 thmk that you are talking
about might refer to somebody that wanted to take a job with a government organiza-
tion, Well, the FBI merely furmshes the interested government'agency with their
report on the matter and doesn't come to lconclusxons. I might explain that these
organizations that are on the attorney general's list--what they will do--will
determine the extent of a person's Ipart:cz'pa'stmn in the activities or in the
policy making level of such groups,. and pér,haps those that don't appear on the
attorney general's list they mll prepare a thumbnail sketch or a characterization
of just what this organization is, but as far ! as evaluating the person, no.
|

THOMAS: Mr. Turner, if you are-Llet's takcla a specific ca'se-—I've applied for a
Jjob, for example, with xyz agency, and this has some secu.rity aspect to it, and you,
as an agent might be assigned to check myl' 42 references, or whatever number are
required. What are some of the qu.1esl:u:m\sl 1£ this is pr0per and ethical for you to
talk about, what are some of the questmn that you would use to gather the informa-
tion for the agency to make the deterrmnatxon?

Do ,|
THOMPSON: Yes, what's your cnterion when you go out to fmd out whether a per-
son is a security risk?

' :

1l
SRR
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TURNxR: Again, of course 1 don't go out to{imd out whether they are a secunty
risk, The agent is supposed to golout and imd out, Number 1, The person's

character, his loyalty to‘ the cov.ntTy-- | !
] !
THOMPSON: And how do you determme that?

l

i
i
TURNJZR: Again, partrcx'patxon in any of tllxese and again the extent of the participa-
tion in any of these organizations on the attorney general's list, Well, all right,
that's one facet to explore. Another is palrtxcular associates of the subject. Maybe
he doesn't have a partxcular past assocmnon. but maybe he associates with many-
people who are membe ra of these orgamz'aums which are subversive., There are
mauay ways of doing--what it amounts to in the end is a thorough investigataon of the
person's activities, assoc:aﬁons. and his thoughts with regard to whether he is--
well, take an example, you might a’sk a questxon. ‘in the event of war, would his
sympathies lie with this country or with some foreign power. j
| ; 1
THOMAS: Now is --what| I'm trymg to find out Mr, Turner, is whether there are
areas, such as character, loyalty to one s‘country, and a number of other areas
that you as an agent would discuss lthh a person of whom you were asking these

questions, or whether there are predescnbed questions that you have to find out the

specific answers to, ! ll %
; N
l -l

I .
4
] 1
TURNxR: No, there are ho predescnbed questxons. : P
- I . | | X
THOMAS: 1 see. So that then the agent hxmself has to use ' @ great deal of discretion
and judgment in wezghmgl the answers of the 'person he is interrOgating?
i '!
TURNZR: Well, yes, | ? !

THOMAS: It takes a tremendous amOunt of eophxstxcation, then, [ would imagine,
I I

TURNeR: Well, I would certamly tlunk 56, yes ' '
THOMPSON: Yes, well, that was a ipart of m’y earlier questxon--how are you trained
in the FBI so that you have dete rmmed in your own mind what questions would
establish the loyalty of an mdundual Mr. Le|vme used specxftcally the example of:
knowing that a Commumst had affzh‘ated himseli with a specific organization which
might not even be on the alttorney general's' hst as far as I Igathe r. Now does that
mean that immediately somebody would be \momtoring the meetings of this organi-
zation and checking up| on the other officers to see how nmauy times
they associated with this ﬁnan socmlly? I-I'owi would you go about it so that you find
out that John Doe has become pres1dent of so:ne comrmttee| or orgamzation? Where
do you go from there? | | )

i '| ' I
TURNCR: Well, I think thet Mr. Levine melntxoned that the orgamzatxons with which
the Bureau is most conce:l-ned are p|retty well penetrated by these informants who
attend the meetings and I think you will fmd tlus has pretty well been told in all--
recounted in all the stories, books on the subJect and all, Iican recall reading one
where it actually got to be\ more or less a laughmg matter as to who was an FBI

f i

1

! |

| i '

1 oo '
| ‘ i f C
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informant and who was g bona £1d¢ member! oi the Commumst Party. 1 think it
reached perhaps a rathefr ludicrous stagel but, as far as the Communist Farty is
concerned, why the Bureau probably has .pretty well perlxetrated

1

l

|
|

|

l

| : |
THOMPSON: Would it bL too much to ask to say what kind of a quesnon waoald you
ask an individual if you were gomg to try to determine whether or not they were a

subversive person? qu re would you be in? Supposmg[you were interrogating me
to find out whether or not I was a loyal citizen? What would you ask me?

| | | |
TURNER: Well, in the ﬁrst--l do+'t qmte get the context’ of what you're asking,

! I
THOMPSON: Well, wel're still an this :buaL.me ss of how does the agent, f~ced with
the proposition of trying to !ind out whether an mdw:duaﬂ ora grogp of individuals
who have organized themselves irl!to something called xyz. is in' fact a disloyal or-
ganization, What critexia are 'you usmg’ iniyour own mind? I mean, are you trained
Marxists? Do you know when' you hear! them talk whether ox not they're Marxists ?
Or is it a purely pohtxcPl Judgment? What do you go on?
TURN&R: Well, of cour'se the Judgment there again has already been made in the
Department of Justice as to what orgamzations so largely it's a question of de-

termining relationships| with these orgaszanons and extelnt of patucxpation.

| )
THOMPSON: I see. In bother words it would be membershxp and participation rather
than any detailed knowledge of what that person thought about a specific issue,
socialized medicine or |whatever?
l
l 'I
TURN<R: Largely that's what'it comes down to.
| . I
THOMPSON: One hears the statelment rrfade that if a perison is suspected or some -
thing like that, of somethmg, that they are framed, Did you ever have anything to
do with, or know anythmg about an incident which you could classxfy as a frame-up

against a person who was auspected of somethmg? i

I ; ! |
TURNL£R: Frame -up is|sort of. a '--I guess that's a detectwe story kind of phrase.
Of course, it is my contention that --1 don't know whether I would call it a frame-~
up or not, but that this action agamst me in Oklahoma C1ty was. bottomed on error,
That's a legal term for’ it, w}nch lis SOmewhat similar toJ the irame-up. As far as
frame -ups are coace rnled, in your generall statement, no‘ I read one article by
sdward Bennett Wllhatlns in the Saturdawr ...vamng Post which indicates that the
Bureau suppressed evzdence m a kxdnapp:mg case, but, that's about the extent of what
I know on that. i : ' ' ! '

i

THOMAS: But you have‘ no pe rsonal knowltfadge of any su;ch other than your own case?

,g‘ ,'f I

TURN=R: Right. |
I
|

THOMPSON: But, in a sense,ia lbt of the ::information in/the FBI {files is being
suppressed in the sense it is certainly not being released to anybody including the
Justice Department. You talked about syppressing evidence--;

| ! !

|

| H
|

‘ 1
i

| |

|

)
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TURNR: I don't know w}hether I quite gei:]| what you're drwmg at there,

THOMPSON Well, it's a dxﬁerent[aspectiof it, but you did menuon earlier that it

was legitimate that some of the FBI files w
what do the FBI propose Ito do With them if

ere never opened to anyone, V/ell, now
they're never open to anyone, if even the

Justice Department is not given this mfor'mz'xuon? Who's going to make the deter-

mination what happens to the people who. a'r

e on those files? Perhaps I'm getting

back to the question that |Mr. Levme answered about the p1ckmg up of people inside

All those people are gomé

of a few hours. |

to be picked up without having had the

slightest chance to defend themselves to dxscuss whether or not the information
was justified,without trial, without the Jusuce Department having had anything to
do with it. That might form the basis for eonsxderable mJustxce.

TURNZLR: No, I think you 're wrougythere m

lone statement. The Justrce Department

is fully aware of the 1dentxty of these people as far as 1 know.

i

THOMPSON: But they don't have the files,

!s 1 understandt it,

TURNZR: Well, I don't kzliow, but I'm not s‘uli'e that they dorlx't. |

| }
i

THOMPSON: You don't know whethler they héwe the files or not %,
_—— | i

TURNZR: I don't know whether they do or not, but I am practxcauy certain that the

Justice Department knows the xdent|1ty of these. people, ! ,

THOMPSON: Yes, well, knowmg the 1dent1|ty, you know, if a person had been identi-

fied as a murderer, and was then prcked up
murderer without evidence ever having bee

and put in a prison because they were a
n, produced or ai trial 'bemg held, knowing

the identity and being the ‘murde re r\ might--you know--there would be a big cleavage

there,

TURN<R: Well,yeah, I see -== |

- | :
THOMPSON: In other words these pi,eople 1a
files which the Justice Department may or
are not aware and all they’ have is the 1dent]

|
A

| .

'f |

ncli orgamzanons on whom the FBI has

may not be aware of the contents, if they
ification of a person as being a subversive-

TURN<R: W+ll, as I told you, I don't know w!.vhether they do or they don't, The
Justice Department, I wou}ld guess, has a complete file or copies of all reports,

I would guess, |

I 1
THOMPSON: But still those people.lif what

o

Mr. Levine said is correct, those

people would still be liable to arrest without tnal and mcarceration in the event of -~
|

i I

| Co
TURN.R: Yeah, this probably would be th‘el same thing as happeqed to a number of

German and Japanese aliens or sympathise

rs' after the commencement--after

Pearl Harbor. |
|
|

THOMAS: And of course 1t was, as we knov‘v now. the vast majorrty of these people



S
were not, but there was a dragnet'

is of course is -

TURNZR: Yeah, yeah,

| -12-

I

| i

-thmgs that originate, 1 would guess, on a

Presidential level so it hardly: would be anything that--I think what you mean is the

FBI just on their own initiative going out

THOMPSON: No., But the --whatever go

the basis purely and simply of the mforrnatmn collected by the FBI,
great weight of responsibility on the agen ¢

and doing this. No, I don t think so,

velrnment agency acted. would be acting on

| which puts a

TURN.R: This is true, but this is true m a;ny other facet of--the same in criminal

cases, the same in anything,

THOMPSON: Oh, no. In criminal cases

thizy are tried in front of a court.

TURN<R: Yes. But again, a lot of the eviciience is collected by ub, by uh--

THOM“PSON: Yes, but it has to be subjecte'd to some kind of scrutiny.

| :
TURN<R: I agree, all right, yeah’ I see

! |
| |
what you are talkmg about, but I think that

that is.not something that the FBIE has 1nit1ated on their own. That's a Presidential
decision as to certain persons. Now, it's probably a decision of the Department of
Justice as to who specifically is put on these lists, perhaps with recommendations
by the Bureau. I don't know. I'mi not gomg to say, one way or another when I don't

specifically know. | :
i
THOMPSON: No. Of codrse mot, |

THOMAS: 1'd like to aali you about another aspect, Mr. Turner, In several places
Mr, Levine talked about what he c0ns1dered to be bias among some of the super-
visors and in various sectmns of the Feéder ral Bureau of Investlgauon. He talked
about such things as a strong {nflaence of Southern politicans - -right wing, in his

words, people politically, some of whom

Stevenson, in a partxculér lectureithat he

were critical, for mstance of Adlai
mentioned, H: also said that in some

I
cases there was anti- Negro bias, and in another case it was his opinion that there
was some anti-semitic qeelmgs. Now, I wonde r, do you have any basis for comment-

ing on this? I know thig is an un}l)remse
I would like your opmmn on theselareas.
' |

kmd of thing and rather broad gauged but
i; \ {

TURN.=R: Well, as far ds the pohtms are concerned durmg my career, 1 was
more Qr tess a- pollt:cai as far ag it's concerned. Now there is no guestion

about the fact that the Bureau is extremel

ly, oh, I don't kr‘xow the correct word to

use for this, but perhapé if you had to put i it in a political term, they would be

right-wing - -oh, patriotxsm. this l:cmd of thing being a very predominant issue. Well,
I kind of think that under this--carried to extremes, and ] feel that it's been carried
to extremes by the Bureau, that somet;mes individual rights get trod on, and that
always is the end of patriotism prOmote'd‘ by this, I would say that, sure, if it came
down to the rights of the government over the rights of the individual to the good
of the society or to the good of the natxon‘ 1 say, well hng But I find that a lot of

| | . % | ‘

i | ] |
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times this treading on mdwxduals and mdwidual s rights merely serves the purposes,

selfish purposes of individuals rather than:

the ends of patriotism or of the--promote

the ends of government as such or serve u}e welfare of secxety. It's merely a self-
seeking kind of thing rather than a;nythmg really necessary to promote desirable

ends, o

I
THQOMPSON: In other words you don't feel'
the FBI? ! ‘

/

; |

unpatriotxc because you are critical of
. i

i

TURN&R: Heavens, no, 'l feel exa'ctly the opposxte, as a matter of fact, I just feel

that I'tn doing a patriotic thing by |trymg to
definitely need criticism, !

! ; |
THOMPSON: What about the racial issues

! |

‘cntxcxse ce rtam pomts which I feel

i [ .
that Trevor wafs meqt'ioning?

THOMAS: May I clarify tlns because there was, as you mentioned when we were

talking out there, an arhcle in ...-bo'nz magla

zine written by a reporter for the

magazine, an interview with M. Hoover, |wh1ch in fact was quite laudatory, as I
understand it, of the FBI's policy vis-a- vis |hxrmg Negro-Amencan. and yet Mr.

Levine gave us somewhat of a different ogln

you could throw any hght on this? |
| |
TURN.R: I stated that I was rather a-polit
|
THOMAS No, well this really um't a poht}x
i l

nion on this, Do you, have any information
! ) '
i ‘ ,
xcal during my Bureau career--
| :

cal question,
{

' 1
i f

TURNLR: Right, and I'n’z going to draw a ,parallel that I also would -= didn't pay
too much attention to counnng numbers on thxs kind of thing. I can only say this,
that during the time I was in the Bureau that --I was in five dxfferent field offices
over ten and a half years‘--l never pe rsonally knew another agent who was either

Negro or Jewish, Now, what this may man

1£est is anybody's guess, Certairlv there

were certain individual agents who'had cex}-tam prejudices. So far as I know this is
strictly on an individual basis, I never heard any policy, but again--

THOMAS: V/ell, with six thousand agents that would be mevxtable

TURN<ZR: Yes, right, it certamly would i

can t help but feel however, that the

fact that I never did run mto any, even on my trips back tolWashmgton. D.C., where
I met agents in training classes 1n| retrairrmg classes from all over the country,

it just seemed that by chdnce I should have

run into a couple if actually there was

any significant percentage of ertheri Negro or Jewish agents in the Bureau,
} .

{

THOMPSON: No pohtxcal' education as such-)-you said you were fauly a-political,

well, now for many people the FBI i 1s a fair
that in the training of the men that it's put

ly political matter itself, Would you say
mo:-e on the level of "this is for the

national good, this is for the natmna’l secunty." and that ideas like racism and

political theory and thmgs of this sort are
the men or in working with the men|?

- i

n!ot really stressed very much in training

II
|

TURNw&R: Well, that's rx'ght, 1 mean, actually they are more or less peripheral to

|

| .



| 11 !
. ]l ‘Ii . |

' \ ! | | -14-
the direct problem of law enforcement. ade‘ 1 don't think to any great extent they
just got immersed in that parncular tOpie or topics strictly because the time was
mostly taken up with thxngs about how to solve cases or take tire marks out of the
ground, this kind of--you lmow--p:ckmg up; evidence and rules of evidence and
matters directly related to law en.ﬁ-.u-c:ementI as such, '
THOMAS: Mr. Hoover hals made a ‘numher of pronOuncemelnts. written a number of
books having to do with ghe moral and sone txmes the political posture of what he
considers to be good cztxzenslnp and patnotxsm. and I wonder if in your experience
this reflects down into the Bureau.| Obvxous'ly he as a cm'zen has a perfect right
to do this whether or not one agrees or dt'sagrees, but I wonde r, because he has

some obviously very firm convxcnons. and Il wonder how this channels down into

the Bureau, | . '. -

TURNsR: Right, Yss, he does have some v‘ery firm corwxctxons and they permeate

the Buyreau. There's no devxahon flrom them at all,

THOMPSON: You mean abart £rom| what you‘ wear, and this sort of thing, the more

general ones, | 1
TURN<R: Right, Now, oxl| these: books that\ he 8 written, obviously I think that,
perhaps to give an illustration zmgl}t--the Bureau of Narcotics had a gentlemen who
was its Director for thirty years, Dy, Ansl‘;nger. Now, this, too, is a long tenure for
a bureaucrat in Washington, and I've read reports in the paper where the Kennedy
administration was anxxonis to, as dzscretelylas possible, get Mr. Anslinger to retire
because they felt that he was too unyxeldmg, mﬂexzble in his viewpoints, that he
imposed his viewpoints ou| anybady \and everylbody and that he had a tendency to
consider the act rather than the actor, in other words in narcotics rather than
considering that a person ,who uses rxarcotxlcsl and of course I'm d1stmguxshmg

from a person who peddles it, this xls somethmg else again, a person who is

afflicted with the use of narcotics might actually be somebody who is sick, in need

of treatment, rather than tl>emg somebody tlhat should be thrown into jailas a crim-
inal. I would say that if you draw thxs same parallel of the FBI it fits in pretty
exactly with Mr, Hoover's v:.ewpoint Verylmﬂemble on issues like that, and I

think he has a tendency to coasxder the act rather than the actor in these situations.

If you read his books, this strain doeés run thrl.ough them, There is no question
about it. i . Il ||

! ! '
THOMAS: How does this reﬂect --you obvxously were dissatisfied with some of
the practices of the FBI, These may, be mar‘w' and I hope you can tell us something
specifically about these, Mr, Levine also is, and he maintains that there are many
agents who are dissatisfied, and he e|ven used; the word disillusioned, Would you
care to comment on this? | ' \ "

i

TURN<R: Well, yes, This was my pzl'xme concern in writing to members of
Congress. One of the statements that I made was that the situation has become
such in the Bureau that the morale oi the specxal agents themselves is at an all-time
low, and this I largely attributed to the abuse of personnel policies of the Bureau,

4nd this is on record. It's in my letters to tlhe members of Congress and its in the
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Civil Service records, so 1've been very specific on that parucularly issue,

THOIMAS: What are some of the'se? i ' !

TURN=R: The first -—1'1{ generathe a 11ttlle|b1t. that the Bureau has--there's no
use kidding ourselves about it--it's a vast bureaucracy. that's what it is, Now,
usually in bureaucratic situations |any employee of a bureaucracy has recourse

to the Civil --or has use of some other forum to hear his complamts should he feel
he is being unjustly or wrongly th..sm.plu'nad| by his orgamzaluon In the case of the
Bureau, however, this is |ent1rely untrue, and many injustices have occurred to
agents, and because of this tremendous pxl-estv.ge and 1mage the normal channels

of grievance have brokenldown. I1had a mem'ber of Congress tell me that he'd

like to help, but there really wasn't much he could do, that Hoover was more power-
ful than the President, and long ago‘ had be en awarded sweeping powers which,

right now there isn't a thing they could do lnb|out One of the thmgs that I think has
been brought in the hearing te stlmolny. and: [ .thmk perhaps | that this is the number
one sore spot and cause of the numerous personnel incidents which are occurring

in the Bureau, I really don't feei that my case is extraordulaary exceptto the lengths
which I pursued it.’ Most'of the agents when they get in a Jam with the Bureau, are--
well, they have this frustra.ted feelmg that ttlnere’s nothing they can do about it, so
they quietly resign, and unfortunate'ly the government service loses some of the
finest and most capable plersonnel because‘ of this. One of the sore spots, number
one, is this voluntary overtime,' Now. the Bureau will cite the agents performed

so many hundred thousand hours oflvoluntary overtime over the course of the past
year and this saved hiring other agents and eifected tremendous £conomy in addition
to showing a great spirit, Uniortunately, ‘however, this voluntary terti’rhe has a
fewy strings“attached to it'whmh ‘teéally don't’ rnalée ‘It voludté‘ry ‘Numibét 8ne, well,
unless you maintain a certam average they go by an ofﬁce average, and unless
yoit're above- it mést of the time> ymlx will be reqmred to explam why not, Well,
obviously if you are workmg on an average, some are going to be above and some !

below,-and whethes youf're one mmute above or' one m_inute below ddesn‘t rea'hy
make any dlffEfEnce CDepnt e e "ix\ L ".l". - FN taat! cenoar il oS, AWEYS
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TURN.R: If it happens two or three mon|

to explain why you aren ‘t carrymg your 8

THOMPSON:

| -16-
ths in a row why then. you are called in
hare of the work load,

I

Well, then what is t};e use 'of an average? Why don't they just say

how many hours a day thEV want you to work overtime? |

TURNLR: Well, because the overnme isi
ditions, which arise on ogcasion, Obvmus

suppoaed to be caused by emergency con-
h]l if a bank robbery happens at fiveo'-

clock on a Saturday or on a Friday afte rnoon this is an emergency condition and

agents can very well expect to work through the night.

Howeve r, the point is, that

saying you have a month where no. emergen'cms happen, and this occurs quite often--

they come in bunches and then ‘there woni

'be any--nevertheless, if the office

average was say, three hours the previdus month, these agents know full well that
they're going to have putl in approxlmately that amount of time whether there's any
emergency or not, or else they're going to be below the office average and called
on the carpet for it, Now when you cons:.der that not onlycould they be called on
the carpet for it, but-'hat their’ rm'ses aré contingent upon them being ahove this

office average,

I think that this is one of the things that are commented on when

an agent is conszdered for prornotxon--hOW|much he has Heen above the office

average,

THOMPSON: Oh, but, 1--1'm not much of ja
above the average, because if eve 1-ybcdyI
gets higher. . ‘
\ !
' i
i !

TURN<R: Right.

~ [ .
THOMPSON: ! mean, thils seems to me - -i

TURN.R: You've put your finger on what
spiraling ever since it started de it's no
that out, on a five day work work, that's t

|
THOMPSON: Are you paLd for this‘?
|

l
mathemahcian, but how can you be

ig above the average then the average

;t;icould go up totwenty-four hours a day--
i |

I 'Fall the number one'sore spot, It's been

w up to three hours a day, and if you figure

wenty-iour (sic)lextra hours a week,

i
v 1
!1 |

TURN=R: You're paid a £r1nge benefit for an hour and twelve minutes of it, or

something like that, which Mr. Levine brought out in his comments - -the public

law that was enacted a number 'of years a

THOMAS: And you say that this kmd of a

goi on that, i :
. |

i

satuatlon is one of the major sore spots

within the Bureau, then, with regard to morale and attu:ude ? !

TUR
it's thgre to be done, butlthey deﬁmtely d
time, They'd rather be thh théir familie

|

© not like to'be hangmg around putting in
s \when there's nothmg specific to be done,

\,;

THOMPSON: Do the agents resent the superwswn of their pnva.te lives which was

spoken about in the other, inte rv1ew, such

things of that sort?

—————— | i

as\ investigation lof wivés and families and .

1
1

| |
| o
! ,
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TURN=R: Vo1l I don't think that's a major issue with them at all It may be in a
case ar two, but that isn't the prob,lem. Gettmg back to this ove rtime thing, as you
say, it's more or less been a pyrarmdmg thmg over the years. It just goes up and
up. Idon't know where it will end as long als they use that as a 'criterion for per-
formance, As an example, say that two agents each have the same number of cases
assigned involving the same amount of work saying its done in a reasonably
efficient manner, The only thing that's gomg to dxstinguxsh between them as to
their performance and who gets a raise and}who doesn't, perhaps is who took the
longer time to do the JOb because his overume will be higher, and under this
concept they are putting a prermum on mefncxency. He will be considered superior
in attitude and everything because lhe s put in more overume.
' |

THOMPSON: It's taken h‘im longeq to doit. i !
H ) i ‘| i ;

TURN<R: Yeah, because. it took hii-n longer*'to do it, ] "

—_— | ,

THOMAS Now along thesl.e same lines, Mr..Luvme said that when an agent was
considered for--as a caruhdate folr promotxon, another iaclztor that weighed very
heavily was whether or not he had wntten suﬂncxentnumbers to the Bureau, or to
Mr. Hoover, laudatory lette rs. Holw does th:s check out wzth your experience ?
TURN&R: Well, long ago when I wa's a newel- agent, it was. intxmated to me that this
was a yery desirable th.ulxg to do,when yoi |received a raise to send a letter to Mr,
Hoover thanking him, this kind of thmg, allxd [that it was cons:der,ed de rigueur to
request his autographed photograph, this lund of thing, but/I haven't had quite the
extent of it that apparently Mr, Levme has but then again he was closer to Wash-

ington, ; g i .
| ‘

THOMAS: But of course, }11: may be'common’ :practxce for employees of a company

or an agency or whatever, if they recewe a Ira1se or get a promotion to write a

letter batk to whoever 1s| responsxble so 1t lseerns to me that this --I don't find

anything that is s1gmhcant in this, | The si‘gmfxcant question would be, "What if

someone did not do t'.hxs."i Was the re anythmg that followed Irom it?

|
'

TURN=R: Well, I can't answer that absoltlxtely I just don't know. because I'm not
the one that would make de cisions as to ralses and alj, : i
THOMAS: No, butl meadt in your acquaintahce-- ' |

| ! i
TURNR: I think that it's fairly we‘ll accepted among the agents that the more
buttering up you do in that nature the better off you are, but then again, this isn't
necessarily distinctive of‘ the FBI, ’ i :

: : !

| 'l |
THOMAS: I have one question that I'd like to get back to heire, and that is your
experience with relation to the Congressr]nan‘ that you had contacted Now you
mentioned the reaction of| one Cnngressman was sort of throwmg up his hands,
and I wondered whether m the ones, that you had talked to thls was confirmed., Do
they consider the FBI to be a thing completely apart from theu' J\irlsdxctxon?
. I |

' {

| |
{ o o

. \ | !
; ' : i t i|
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TURN~R: Wall, of course, if the,y c

| i
THOMAS All right. What did they tell you
I l :

|

TURNER: Do you want tq get down to cas

THOMAS 1'd like to, if y<|)u can.|be specu'xc..i

TURNaR: Well, as far as Senator Kefauv

es
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No, they don't .

| |
|

l, I

]

d/that they'd be 'wrong
)
| )

|
.'on it or generahze '?
1 .

I
r's office felt that it was just too big a

tlu--n'g tp buck, In other words, he 'dlhad good[ relations w1th Mr. Hoover and he
apparently wanted to keep it that way. Conlgressman Seller s office:: I wrote to
Congressman Seller because he was chazrman of the HOuse Judxcxary Committee,

and as such, the context of my lette|r was

hat I found in thxs w}ule I was still an

agent, that I had no forum in which to be hela‘rd impartially concerning a grievance
which --actually the way that--the mJustzce that was done,|I felt, had impaired my

reputation to the extent that I was allwaya a
and here these statements were made conc

fellow that worked hard and did a job
ermng this whu:h I felt were completely

unjustified and I wanted an 1mpart1a1 mve'slt:.gatwn into 1t—-not by :the Bureau, but
by either the attorney general or some member of Congreas or some impartial
bearing where I could preésent my case, and mc;clentally the case of another agent

who had been dealt with severely because 1|1e

weight lumt. This is ano|ther source of --
! :

THOMAS: This is the man who subsequentl

TURN<R: He subsequently testlﬁed in my behalf yes,

THOMAS And what happened to hxm?

‘was a few pounds over an arbitrary
) ;l '

Iy itestified.-- -

|

TURN<R: Well, he was t ansferredl to Alaska and the last I heard they suspended .
him, something about an apphcant case and when he didn't 'report back after the

suspension was up, 1 un«de|
already given him a medical dis cha‘rge for
didn't want another heanng This is the c«
The man isn't sick, j| I

rstand that they tl’zther are in the process of or have

ne rvousness, Now, obviously they

>ni;clusion I draw from'anything like that,
|
: i

THOMPSON: Well, even|on papler is there

no provision for grievance hearings

or discussion of the possxhle disciplinary moves, you know, is there no--even

internally --what you've (llescnbed is a lax

ge government department functioning

in fact outside of any other routine, in other words an empire unto itself which,

on paper is

responsible to the Congress
that at all, ' '

‘ |
|

of other agencxes~-and I'm not talkmg about’

obviously must remain just in the possessi

but that the Congress'is not implementing
|

The normal cﬁEcks and balances which control the activities

'supersecret mformatxon which

on of the FBI--I'm tdlking about their

internal administration, their admimstratwel policies, their handling of personnei

to best advantage, you know, Every other agency, for instance CIA has a watchdog
committee which will jump all over it, they gEt off base in this regard but it seems

| |
| |
| |
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that the FBI the normal system of checks and balances has brokEn down completely,

THOMPSON: And no even mternal set -up thhm the FBI

I
TURN<R: Ysah, but there again, Yolu cntxc:se any of their pohcxes and you're
just bluntly told you're wrong and that's it, penod There's no recourse from that
within the FBI, They have the supposed channel of grievance, which I iollowed,
by the way, but it was strictly to no sansiactzon. i ,
THOMAS: Mr, Turner, 1 'd|hke your /opimon‘ or; this, It seems to me that in some
ways the FBI is a kind of paramilitary orgamzation with a lot of strict requirements
of men that go into the department thlat they have to--they kniow that they are going
into an organization which demands a great deal of them, and I'm wondering if,

in fact, the nature of the operahon does not

rc'equxre the suspen51on of certain civil

rights that ordinarily you would 51mp1y not want to give up. Now, I just thouvht of

that question and I wondered, is there anyth

I N
TURN<R: Ye<s, I agree at the verylnature

zx{g in this at alll?

Qf_ the work in wlhxch the FBI engages

demands that there be, oh, a stern regimen

, as the Bureau 'puts it, However, I

think, as I mentioned before, that a lot of times the stern regiment is far exceeded,
that there's nothing to be served by the leng'ths or extreme 5| to which they go, I
think that a reasonable stern dxscxplme is very desirable, but I don't think the
unreasonable lengths to which they go necessanly promote either the efficiency

of the service or actually promote anything wlhxch is desirable, I,think it, for
example, when I was writihg, one of 'the gentlemen with whom I communicated was
Senator Javits of New York and Sendtor Javits wrote Robe rt Kennedy, the attorney
general, stating that he felt that each and eve'ry government organization in dealing

w1th its employees must albxde by the basxc|concepts of fair, play. '

I don't think that there's a!ny rela}hon between fair play and the need for
discipline, I think that they are two different things and that the Bureau could have
this discipline and still halve fair play. ‘ :i : o
THOMAS: There's no coaflict, you mean, bet’vveen these two concepts.

TURNER: Right. Yes, yes exactly. Now. ;the Bureau sent 'an assistant director
over to see the Senator, alnd. as I get the story from one of  theS enator's aides,
this assistant director said, well, we'll har'xdle it, it's merely an.internal adminis-
trative matter for the Bureau, And Senator Javxts reportedly replied "Well, I was
in the military service, and both of my assxstants were in the mihtary service and
we know the need for for dtsczpline but, he said, "however, feel that this has
exceeded any such need, L So this is the pomt that I make, Defmxtely, discipline
is required, but as the Bureau inte rprets it tbey have gonel way overbcard on it,
These are intelligent peOple understand red supposedly the cream of the crop,
and they require a certain amount oi regunen. Any orgamzatzon ‘does, especially
when they are in law enforcement work, but: |thxs has gone so iar in excess that it's

lowered the morale ternbly o S

v "J ‘ |

THOMAS: You have wntten a book now, whxch I unde rstand you have offered to

] .

L
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publishers and the title of that bookis, ”Th}e FBI, The Hoover Myth." And Il wonder
if you have anything that you would hke to adfi to what we have already discussed
vis-a-vis Mr, Hoover himself. Obvmusly the whole conversation has revolved around

him, but I wondered if you had anything iur‘thler to say on thxs.

TURNER: I might explam.thxs--the !txtle rmght ~-1 actuallyin a letter to Senator
Kefauver of Tennessee (I was statiOned in Kno::vzlle Tennessee at the time and 1
thought I was at least in some manner a oons'txtuent of his) I made the statement,
and I'll tell you in a minute to whatil reierre‘d when I said as an example that any
statement which isn't in £urtheranc? of the Hoover myth is therefore labeled by the
FBI as an unfounded alle gatmn. Well, as 1 explamed what:1 meant by this myth

is this presentation of absolute pe rfectwn and no admission of ever being wrong,
always presenting itself as somethmg infallible. I think that, speaking for myself
and the agents I know, they'd much |rather ,ha;ve the thing put on an objective level
rather than all this, well,/there's one iellowI ‘that put it to me, he said, '""That organ-
ization is just too good to\ be true,"' and it really is too good to be true, It isn't
true, . i
THOMAS: Does this have [to do W1th the strong public image that one newspaper

has said one of the reasons that they would not take up the 'story that Mr. Levine

had offered to us was that they c0u1dn't cope| with Mr, Hoover's a,trong public image ?

TURNER: Yes, you find that in just about =ax:;y--1 don't think it's--as I said, it's not
distinctive to the newspaper people|at all, | I pointed out Congress has the same
feeling,. I think in many places that you go you'd get the same reaction, I did mention
that I wanted to cite an example--- ,
i
|

THOMAS: That you startéd--that'siright.‘ i

TURNER: This again is all in this+-on the xl'ecord When I was in Oklahoma City
I think that--a problem arose, In other words, I requested a transfer from Okla-
homa City and the request was for consuleratxon. It required a 'simple "'yes' or
"no'' answer and I didn't |e:u;pect any more, I What I got was a statement that, since
I requested the transfer from Oklahoma, I was unenthusiastic for my assignment
there, Because I waw unlenthusmsnc. I had Ia poor attitude and that therefore I
was being placed on indefinite probanon. Well this is what I mean by this excess
to which this regimen is carried, Sure I wasn 't in a position to dictate where I
should be stationed, nor was 1 even trymg' 1 pointed out, however that in a large
organization, perhaps it isn? ¢t always app?rent that my background wasn't being
used down there, Perhaps it could have been used to better advantage elsewhere,
Now, when I was placed on probation, this‘started this personal .grievance which
culminated in my corresponding thh Congress. One of the statements that I made
in the letter to Kefauver, going back to that again for a moment--1t s difficult to
put across some of this to people outside the Bureau. They Just sometimes don't
believe it. And, I cited as an example a gEntleman in Chicago by the name of
Richard Ogilvie, Now R;'chard ngiwe was !xf you'll go back to the year 1957,
at that time there was what is refe,rred tol as the Appalachian gang which convened
at Appalachia, New York| and whxch cons1|sted of some of the top hoodlums of organ-
ized crime in the country, Well, the attornéy general at the time was very upset

| | ! ] ! |

]
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| !
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that such a conclave could go on, of people oi this stature in the world of crime.
And he organized a specml task force to xnvesngate and prosecute these people,
It was known as the Attorney General's S,pecxal Group on 'Orgamzed Crime, Mr,
Ogilvie was head of thexr Chicago | perations. I' .
1 l \
THOMAS: This is the U.S.--- , | ' f '
| |
TURNER: This is the Department of Justche. As you know, orgamzed crime and
Chicago were fairly synonymous te rms a'round the law eniorcement This group
was later disbanded, They had pe rformed’ |theu- function. The'group had been
prosecuted and therefore their re‘ason for being no longer existed, However, Mr,
Ogilvie made the statement to the Clucago press, radio and television that his
group--now understand 'he's an employee of the Department of Justxce at the time
and therefore actually within the same Department as the FBI. 'His group bad not
been afforded what he considered suﬁicxent cooperation \by the FBI and he also
considered that the FBI was outrnoded m then- ope ratxons Well now these are his
opinions and it was not Imy purpose to exther concur wzth' Mr. Ogilvie and his
version of the FBI, but,what happ'ened wag|that the FBI thereupon labeled Mr,
Ogilvie, in a memorandum to all 'agents that he had made unIOunded allegations,
Just arbitrarily, like that, notw:thstandmg the fact that they were merely expressions
of opinion, ' ) _ ‘; : - ;
| .
THOMAS: They were not, in this memorandum I assume) refuted in any way, merely
dismissed with the label "unfounded allegatxon." ,
. i i [
TURNER: Right, Exactly. Thxsl to me wsls a rather arbltrary way of--just be-
cause he had been critical of the ‘Bureau, o£ dismissing him as having made un-
founded allegations, and inasmuch as tlns lxs the same thzng that I had been accused
of in Cklahoma City, that 1 had made “unf(lmnded allegations," I point that out--
how arbitrary this particular label was attached to people g
I | '
THOMPSON: In other \‘,vords you'used the1|0311v1e story as an example in approaching
Senator Kefauver? I r :[
: i i
TURNER: Yes, right, as an example of how arbitrary sc;me of these Bureau
statements can get, So, I think that I w?nted to bring that out'because it illustrates
a little about what I'm 'talking about. this arb1trary attitude, and it also--one of the
allegations against me| whenthe ! Bureau dismissed me was that in making this state-
ment to Senator Kefauver I was therefore, ahgnmg myself with'an enemy of the
Bureau, namely, Mr, Ogilvie, That's pretty strong language,ljust because the man
was critical of the cooperatmn he got from the Bureau why herwas labeled an enemy
of the Bureau. i , :
| : |
r I

THOMAS: By whom, now~-— i

i
|
|

TURNER: By the Bur;eau repre%entativ'eg : :

" |
B AN '

THOMPSON: In the allegation against hith--- | 3

J | : .' ! [
¢ ’l ¢ ;I
: ! |

f | i
|
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TURNER: Right, This iﬂ| on record in the
i .
' .

1 see, i ‘

THOMAS:

THOMPSON: That you had aligned
| P
TURNERYeah, Alll was saymg w
I was in no way agreeing with hxml

he should have the right to express it thh

""unfounded alle gatmns" label, :
v
ANNOUNCER: You have just heard ani
special agent with the FBI. whose| suit a%
States District Court in Washmgton, D.C,

conducted by Trevor Thloma ] and
, i
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wal Service here.
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yourself? with an enemy.

as that a; man had the nght to.express an opinion.
or dxsagreemg with him. I merely thought that

out being hit m’ the face with an
\
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