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raterson, New Jersey

8 July 13 1950

I, Jacob I. Fass, make the following voluntary statement
to Jéhn R. Lyons and Louis G. Turmer, who have identified

themselves to me as special agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, U. S. Depariment of Justice. No threats or

promises have been made to me for this statement and I know
it can be used in a court of law., 1 have been advised of my
right to counsel. '

T
.1 re ad 367 Miller Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, and
my place ol business is at the Spruce Chemical ﬁnﬁﬁr Conpany,

177 East Railway Avenue, Paterson, New Jersey.

I made the acquaintance of Thomas L. Black when we were
both employed at the National Oil Products Co. in Harrison,
N.J. in %8 1938. I became better acquainied with him in about
1940-41, and between then and 1944 he confided in me that he
had once been engaged in collecting technical information for
the Soviet Union. This conversation concerning his activities

~took place in his apartment at 17 Oxford St., Newark, N.J

My impression was that he confided in me for two reasons.

First of all, he felt the need to confide his secret to some

one, and he considered me a very close friend. Then, in the
course of tellingme me his story he revealed to me that he was

in deathly fear that the OGPU would eventually try to liquidate
him, and he asked me, if anything should ever happcen to him,

to inform an editor of Time Magazine. Hem pointed to the name

in a copy ol tihe magazlne, and 1 did not remember it very clearly,
except that stxwd?the first name was unuaual. When the Hiss case
broke I realized that ihiexmamxhhnxmanxkemxiliagixizdxngfiengadnka. Y7
Whittaker Chambers was probably the man Black had referred to.

lHle was quite dramatic about these revelations, and told me that

he was the only man in the United States to have been awarded the
Order ® of Lenin, though the medal was not delivered to him.
It was a fantastic story, and he seemed to think that he had
been important, while 1 felt that his x estimate of his role

was exaggerated.

As I understood it, his work consisted of gathering technical
information %m from chemists and engineers employed in various
commercial companies. Some of it he paid for, others furnished the
information free, I suppose. In the course of the conversations
we had on this subject I recall only the following incidents
being mentioned. In the course of reaearch on penicillin, we
came akcross the name of E. w. Flosdori, and Tom told ste that
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he knew him: that had purchased a drying syocess from him
on behalf of the S et Government. le ment ed a communist
sympathizer at Calco, and I concluded myself that that person

might have been another one of his contacts. lle told me vaguely
about the apparatus_involved. I gathered that Chambers was one

of his contacts, rhapa his superior. He said that there was
a man on the top floor of the C.P. headquarters in N.Y. who

directed the Soviet espionage in the U.S. llis name was Brown or som¢
such common name, and though the actual personage changed Irom

time to time, the pname remained the same. He also said that all
Amtoig and other Soviet officials were engaged in espionage.

Whether he knew this from persomal contact with all of them or
by extrapolation, and information gathered through subsequent
contacts in the Trotskyite movement, I cannot say.

. He had told me previously that he had left the C.P. in
1933 when they had failed to prevent the rise of Hitler. When
he decided to cease his activities for the Soviet Union he
realized what the consequences might be. In fact, he told me that
when he refused to continue about 2 agents tried to forcibly
remove him from the country, and drove him to the Canadian

“border, in Michigan, if I remember correctly. lle escaped by

telling them that they could not get away with it: that he would
tell the border guards that he was being forcibly taken, and

to his surprise the agents could not think of a stratcgen to
stop him from doing this and so released him. Thereaftcr he had
lived in constant fear of his life. Now, as this had all

transpired a considerable time ago, I was inclincd to minimize his
experience, and told him that at this late date it was unreasonhble

-« him to continue fearing the OGPU. lle quoted to me the fates of

other deserters Irom the Soviet camp, as Krivitsky, and others,
who died under mysterious circumstances. I told him that he had
not been bothered since, and that he was probably too unimportant
for them to worry about now, especially since tlx y were now wakk
better recognized, and had to be more careful. It was my view
that he had been less important than he had thought, and that

if, with liis known Trotzkyite background since then, hc had not
been molested, he was probably past danger. Nevertheless, he
continued to worry. One day, when I was at his aprtment, he got

a phone call from some party, and when he hung up he said that

it was some one he had known in the past, and that he feared that
this person was a representative of the OGPU who wanted to see
him again. My impression was that it was a pcrson whom he had
known as a communist, though he was not certain that this man was
actually involved in espionage activity. I told him to forget about
the call, and as far as I know k there was no further devclopuent
along this line.

At_the time I met Tom Dlack he was _a member of the Socialist
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Workers Party, and had been, as 1 understood it, since 1933.

lle remaincd a member until at least some time hefore hc moved to
Philadelphia. To the best of my knowledge, -in all of his time in
Philadelphia he was no longer active politically, but was a
disillusioned former radical. In many conversations between us

he explained to m¢ why he had quit the C.P. and what was wrong
with their policies. lle lefit in 1933 because he felt that they
should have been able to prevent the rise of the Nazis, considering
their great strength in Germany at the time. llis feelings wxx ¥
were that the mission of the C.P. was to sabotage any real

growth o! communism or socialism. The views he expressed to me were
those that any socialist or Trotzkyite might have given regarding g
the role of the C.P. : their use of labor unions, front organlzati3
and other groups mcrely as instrumonts of Sovict policy, and not
for any sincere purposes of improving the lot ol the workers or

people. While working at his aﬁ}t ent I came across some
Kodachrome slides of Trotzky, and he revealed to me that they

were pictures that he had taken when he had visited Mexico.

I gathered that they were shown at meetings of the S.W.P., and
that Tom was an important member of the group, if for no other
reason than that there were so few of them. He told me of his
trip to Mexico - by plane, I believe - and his visit wiih Trotzky.
One night, in the presence of Charles Freefield,[he showed me

the pictures of Trotzky‘zx'with a slide projector, along with
other pictures. Most of them showed Trotzky tcnding his pet rab-
bLits. On one accasion he x took me on an outing of the SWP

to Lake lopatcong. It was a small group, and every one seemed to
know Tom very well. lle was called Tom. For all I knew most of

the others were using aliases. Amone the group was Betiy Morrow
the wife of Felix, wﬁo was in jail at thegtimg as a reszlt of tﬂe
“iuncapolis trial. After the swiwning there was a bLrief seminar,

at which & wman named Ucorge [1 forget his full name) gave a
talk which was on theoretical econontics. Therc was almost no

discussion. It was abvious that Tom was on good terns with all
of tlLe members present. ' '

On one occasion Tom gave me a book,
S.W.P. leaders, giving a history of the S

said it would explain how the communists
The details of this were too complicated

was clear to me, though, that he was
Trotzkyite, and a severe opponent of
always maintained that he was a comrntus

written by one of the

panish Civil War. He

sabotaged the loyalists,

for me to follow. It
thoroughly sincere

B the Commaunists. He

ist with a small "c",

I knew that llarry Gold was a good friend of Tom's. On
about 3 occasions I met Gold, and he secmed an affable fellow,
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who talked almost exclusively of chemistry. As far as 1 knew,

and as far as Tom knew, Gold had no political interests whatso-

ever,

When the news of Harry Gold®s arrest was published Tom
told me how shocked he was. He could not understand it, for he
had known Gold as a gentle fellow, and a loyal friend. lle Co
could not conceive of this man whom e had known as being guilty
of the acts with which he was charged. Because he had known him

so well, the xhmmif’shock was very deep.
xEigngnxk xuxmkaxafhen xGadhdmea smxncnxhed xmE annks kdxmetaxh

 Gom ksl x I xch ok sl iy e 1 xda e yom o o S i kb X

Several weeks after Gold's arrest, and after the 1°.B,.1,

had revealed in an interview that they knew about this, Tom

told me that he had been told by Gold a few weeks before his
arrest that _Gold was the man being sought as the contact of

Klaus Fuch??[jhe time hag.éﬁgn one night when he had gone to
pick up a radio at the aprifient of my cousin. He was home early, -

and so could not have spoken to Gold for more than a few minutes.
All I could say to him was "Now you tell me." It was too late

to do anything now.

. From my intimate knowledge of Tom Black I feel that he
broke completely and unequivocally with the C.P. and the
Soviet Union in 1933, Jle immcdiately joined the Trotzkyite
movement, so thatxx he could not have continued working for

them much beyond that year. Aside from nodding to former
acquaintances from the C.P. who did not know of his break

hhe had no contact with members of the C.P. except accidentally
or socdally. In the course of numcrous convecrsations hc convinced
me of the depth and sincoerity of his anti-soviet feelings.

cannot inlagine even the sh cleverest spy feigning a hatred
for the C.P. in such compete detail and with such evident fervor.

Since my own aversion to the Soviet system was strong, he was
happy to reinforce it with detailed arguments drawn from his exper-
ience in the radical parties. In the years 1945 to now, when

we were in Philadelphia, I knew almost every step he made, and
where he was at almost every time of the day, and to the best of
umy knowlddge he engaged in no political activity of any sort.

Ilis contacts with the Trotzkyites were limited to personal gossip
of former acquaintances. He had no contacts in Philadelphia.

However, his hatred for Stalinism continued, and does to this day.

I never suggested that Black tell the authoritéss about his
ies on behalf of the Soviet Government for the following
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reasons. First of all, no government documents were involved.
lic had only transmitted conmercial secrets, which at best
or worst could help Russia build her economy. Sccondly, at

the time he had helped them, Russia was a struggling backward
country, and not considered a mcnace to this country. Only

dedicated socialists and Trotzkyites considered her a menace fhem. 23

Finally, it had happened in the past, and the agents involved
had probably long since been recalled, according to his own

testimony. Further, he felt that Whittaker Chambers,who had

becen in a much more responsible pm¥k position, could have told
more than he, and it did not seem he could contribute anything
of value.

As for the reason why Tom did not turn Gold in, he told

me that he could not do it, because he considercd Gold a friend.
My view is that Tom, who is given to deep emotBional feelings,
had this strong feeling of x friendship for Gold, and could not
bring himself to realize that the admirable fellow he had known
had another aspect to his persomality. He could only remedber
the Gold he knew. Perhaps on further reflection he would have
recognized the other aspect of the man, and taken action. But
Gold was arrested before he could come to any decision,

I have personally typcd the above statement, consisténg
of 5 pages, and it is true and correct.
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(7-29-44)

I, E‘-ﬁn\es'(' SEE\ESSQM:‘?MI , having been
J .
informed of my constitutional right not to have a search mado of the
premises hereinafter mentioned without a search warrart and of my

right to refuse to consent to such 2 search, hereby authorize

| [SPYNO '{M@@”J'\Mﬂ""‘ :  and
?\klk gw&& C \) A l: }( , Special Agents of

the Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States Department of

Justice, to conduct a complete search of my residence located at

N D".L c)\(‘ W oud- \\:\L\JL . J«\GM \‘\(Xk«--»*v\r-.
These agents are authorized by me to take from my residence any
letters, papers, materials o; other property which they may desire.

This written permission is being given by me to the
above named Special Agents voluntarily and without threats or
pronises of any kind.

(SIGNED)
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November 14, 1950,
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filr entitled "The Role of Wool Aleohols in Tmulsion Vintment Dases". The
above~described film had been given to Special Agents Jchn H. Lyors and
Louis G, Turner of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on Jine 1£, 1950,
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8 \? L1} Co“tonwood Dr

Richland, Washington
June 13,1953

Mr Walter DiSalvo

Nopco Chemicel Co.

Harrison, New Jersey

Dear Walter:

I am currently being asked to explain my association with Thomas Black who,
oull Security Division states has admitted involvement with an atomic espionage ring.
As you know, I sublet Black's apartment for a short period 4in 1946 and he toli me
that on my departure, he was subletting it to you. I feel sure that your asssociation
with Black was as innoccent as mine was and I request that you give me a steement,
preferably notarized,to the effect that you suhblet the apartment and had other
contects with him without being aware of any disloyal acts or attitudes on his pert.
1 am asking others in Nopco who also imew Black without being aware of his secret
1ife to furnish me similar statements.

Sincerely

Qpl Yoy

(ﬁ//?/Js |
W= Lo S
/@‘:’ ¢ /7/0,7 6‘ fi,_m

IR T

111 Cottonwood by
Richland Wash,

Mr Walter DiSalvo
Nopco Chemical Company
Harrison, New Jersey

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL
6//7/3'3 .
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I, Thomas L. Black, have received from Special

Agents of the FBI, the following items of my personal

property

A, Two rolls of 35 millimeter motion
picture film,

B. Three boxes of mounted photographic
slides containing photographs of Leon
Trotsky and other individuals.

' C, A 5" x 8" box containing photographio

Witness!

negatives of Trotskye.

_ (sxsneﬁw //z
ate? 4
i dewled C '?:r:, W/j Z

Special Agent, )

Dates ‘)(d/fi»
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