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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST

' COPIES AVAILABLE.
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DOCUHENT JUSTI!!CAIION

Sertals 392 3ind 393 are transeripts of heerings held in
Executive Bession before the Subcommittee to Investigate
the Administration of the Internal Security Act end Other .
Internal Security Laws, . Both serials are Congressional
documents and sre exempt from disclosire under tha.
Freedom of Information Act, ‘ '
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. ,C; : . IRt «th\
- THOMAS LESSING BLACK, WAS, (ESP - R, REMYTEL NOVEMBER FOUR NINETEEN o

" % FIFTYFOUR, BLACK CALLED OFFICE NOVEMBER FOUR NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR AND I%

#i STATED ME CONFERRED WITH DETECTIVE INSPECTOR JOHN F, DRISCOLL, :i =~ WM

o 4
. i
“PH, 'AND INFORMED THEM IN PAREN QUOTE NOT TOO GREAT DETAIL PAREN UNQUOTEL'
o MIS PAST ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES AND COOPERATION WITH FBI, BLACK STATE _
k -Ama'r.-amz‘v. ;}:EM}:‘D SATISFIED WITH WHAT HE FURNISHED AND HE s:u:v;s?m:?' 5

LA T [~} 4
'-"-HIL‘L QIQT:}.QQ,E,S'EION HIM FURTHER IN THIS REGARD, BLACK EXPECTS TO ASSIST Xm
NN 2 O . © oz

- QUESFIGAPORY, AND FULLY COOPERATE WITH THEM UNTIL PRESENT INQUIRY IS

. coscn.un'r-:n, . B&QQ?‘P

:". CAPT, DAVID ROBERTS OF HOMICIDE, BOTH PH PD, AND ASS-T DA JOHN POPOLO
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SURMDAND Fomd . 84 C D .
Oﬁice Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 5: DIRECTOR, ¥BI ' DATE 210951
7 )

clgt‘ﬂw 1' BAC, PHIJADELPHIA (65-4332)

’ H

‘. ‘ .
SUBJECT:  THOMAS LESSING BLACK, wase, : \ . o
: ESPIONMAGE = R 4 b, G\ R -~

Remylet 11-d6~5L calling attention to an item which
' appeared in the November 11, 1954 column of FRANK BROOKHOUSER,
" Philadelrhis Evening Bulletin, I am enclosing herewith the
' November 19, 195L column of EARL SEIRY in the Philadelphis
Evening Bulletin which is entirely devoted to & discusesion of
" BIACK and the position be held at the Berg Plant, It is
. apparent that SEIBY was given accest to at leesst a portion of
the statement made by BIACK to ﬁ:a Phihd-EJ.;hiA FD and D:btl’:i.ct L
Attorneyts ufm. T e

“ [, -

MSHiege | . e . : ‘ ' ‘ T
cet 9 (Black) ! L, L i— o S

98-2072 (kxple Berg lab,) '
(2 Bu 3 mn)
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In Our Town [

. By Eal Selby
ﬂcﬂor of Degree ...

ROA THE ACTION WANTED FILE: The D. A. and police
tnvestigation of the Berg lab explosion that kfllad ten fire
mhutum&upmhwummlboutamnmmd
Tasso Lessing Black.
Rlack has been the consulting chemlst for the Iab. staning
almost ten years ago. As such, he was questioned in City Hall
November &

Black, who says he legally changed his fir{ same (o

“Thomas, was asked this guestion by Assistant District Altorney

dohn Papola:

'Anmam&mteuwnuymgnhdnmpunnl
verddiy?

Black answered: “Penn Siate, class of 29.” Papola wanted |

]

hhmwhtmmmmma:'hd)dorﬁl

Sdence.” He then went on (0 explain he'd studied organ’
chemistry for two years and repeated thal he'd gradus
in 1920,

~Actually, be didn*t . . .
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‘HE QUESTIONING on Nov. 4 was In the presence of &
gr:mp. including an attarney npruenunz the
The next day Black was questioned again~he volunteered
to come in—but this time only Papola and Palice Captain Dave
Roberts were present. This Q. and A. between Papols and Black

took place: ) LY
Q. Now, Mr. Black, you previously told us that you were »

graduate chemist from Penn State?® " ;
+ A, Thatis correct. . ¢
- Q. Is that o fact®

‘)'{ A Nowr.

t. Q Itisnot HmmdldyounttmdenSute’
s° A, Four years, 1825 to 1929.

- Qmmm!ml’mmu‘ 7 2
;5 A. No, sir,

Black said he had 3urteduleonmlunt with the Berg lab
‘mmeuummrotlmuwwtdmymmum The
Q and A continued: .
- QAtthntwneywwmmployedulmulumd\em-
fst, is that correct?

* A. That is correct.

Q. mewmnatdbnmmadmmu’mo
'tlutymmumuhdumm'

A.N..‘r.oo. - "

*» o e .
THE INVESTIGATORS that was a ll;'nlﬂcnnt com-*!
mentnrymhwtheﬂerx lab operated t

‘The investigators concede that, while he was a mulung I L Sy T J-,M e e

“chemist, Black had nothing to do with mixing any of the cheml- '
aals or cleaning the tanks involved in the explosion. As Black
explained, he did partly “customer service work . .. ran anal
yses for customers when that was required; determined the
etficlency of the product . . . and (developed) new products.®

Black sald he was hired on that basis by the laie Charied W.
Berg, the labs lormer operator, starting a few days & week at
first and then “practically full ime.®

But should Black have been hired as a consulting chemist?

Nothing in the law says he couldn't be. And yet the law
does say that a comner drugstore must have & guduno— and
registered—pharmacist on duty at all times. ;

fnvestigafors are asking: 1If a corver drux:id nmst be
registered ahouldn’t anyone working as a chemist in laba or
firms dealing with poientially hazsrdous chemicals also meet
some standards net by the state?

In short: Shouldn't everyone hired as & chemist In

ith the explosfon-potentia) of firms like the Berg lab be 8
t a graduate of a recognized college or university?
. The nvestigators think the answer iz yes . . .
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" ESPIONAGE - R i

P Remytels 1l-4=54 and 11-5-SL advising of BLACK!s contact

Wi with toe Philadelphia PD and District Attorney's office re telephonic P

0 -dnstructions by Mr. CLEVELAND of the Bureau to this office November 3

#% 8. "For the Buresu's further information on 11-11-5l FRANX BROOKIUUSER, B

‘,‘;5,?»‘-"' © *-golwmnist for the Fhiladelphia Bulletin, carried as his lead paragraph I o

B the followings S~

%Cne af the most sensational stories turned up in tbo S

- probe of that North Philadelphia chemical plant R

S ...  -explosion waich claimed the lives of ten firemen still .. -. .

RN 1.t hasntt oame outs If it ever does, it will be a shocker, . =~

e 10 s el O 'Involvu one of ‘the kcy men at the plunt, Bot.h the R sl

B ‘;";"'f'f;-‘:;c_;; . DAvs office and the police have the facts,® ' * i’ ¢ _f,,‘_:“. T ',ﬂ R 5

: o0 21-26-51, Y . s i -

- Division, Philadelphia F» contacted this cifice in & routine mamner to - - -
edviee that BIACK had furnished the PD with & signed statement in - = .
which he admitted tuat he was & former Soviet espionapge agent and _

e .further stated that subseyuent to 1951 he had been cooperating with .=~ - .

- the FRI and was presently on call by the FBI. Further, that hewas = _ = 7

PR .making the statament at the consent of the FBI. - e v e f

L -desired to know whether BIACK was cooperating with us or w -

. bad lisd in an effort to protect himself, On 11-17-5L TS -4
was furnished with the information specifically éuthorizen an Mr. -
CLEVELAND's telephone call, nsmely, tnat BLACK had registered under tor
the Foreign Agents' Registration Act, that Lis stalenent was withdrawn .

i by the Attorney General in accordance with Section 6 of that Act, and . .- .

. that the sts as part of the confidential filcs of the Department —

- of Justice. was not advised of BIACK's past cooperation b7) =

oo with tho FBI. lie said, however, that the information 1urm.shod m

s - sufficient for nic psn'posas. A oL - f‘,f‘

L. - . . O = ’ L. ..

2T NSH:emc ”_," - e 1

i ..C€C8. fm l i b7~/ L ! . ot

aoo- o 98-2072 (ixple sy Lﬁo.) R - s Y ¥ (0 N

e (2 3“0 3h) : - : \_\ IR ANSE TR

RATIo) ‘\L'H‘ SR e - . R 1 P, —
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FA @, T ce . B. Belmont T eer

. He i, Wallace
; ) Assistant Attornsy Uonoral . . -
¥y - Milltem F, Tompkins | Kovember 24, 195,
(1’- . ;f'Diroctor, FBI‘O o ? o - R
Wiv - ... THOMAS LESSING BLACK, with elieses . . == .
'»0 © - ESPICNAGUE = R : S

URKNO'WN SUBJECTS; Explosion of Chemical .
Storage Tank, Charles B.vBerg Laboratories,
Philadelphia, ?ennaylvania

October 28, 1954

S8ABOTAGE

/ ;4 Pl "" ,“.1".-“‘ ’ ’ . \
. .Roference our memorandum dated Lovember 10, 1954, .
AR entitled as above. Set forth below are portlrnont develop-
S monts since that date. On Novembor 11, 1654, Franlk .
Brookhouser, columnist for the Philadelphia bulletin, s
\ { carriod as his lead peraoraph, the rollouingx SIS DT LT

 turned up in the probe of that North ., .7~ = &’ .= ™

_..Philadelphia chemical plant explosion, S emsee oot

" - which claimed the lives of ten firemen, e T TS
still hasn't come out. If it ever does, - . .- - - =

" - 4t will be a shocker., Involves one of R ..

. - the key men at the plant. Both the ST L

-';‘Do‘o'l office and the police have the facts." . -~ T 5.

2N

i *On’ Novomber 16, 19%._ - n'.«.n«_.: .
of tho Homicide bivision, Philladelphia Zolico bepartment, w L

gpg *N: contacted our Philadelphia office in a routine manner, . A
< <t dadvising that Thomas Lessing Black had furnished the ..o - ..
police departmont with a signod staterment, in which he )
adm#ttod that he was a former 8oviet eanionape agent and -
h he statod that subsequent tol <51, he had been
/;OOpo ping uith t nd was presently on call by the
- d; ; Black set forth in his -
e sthtemerit/ o gl moiine the same at the consent of - -
R gﬁhe § >

Phdlaed 5&0 ce wicther Black wes cooperating with the .,
PBiﬁgr ther be had 1ied;in:an effort to orotect himaelt.~—1 <

i ¢ opa 'S'l [} )
. L"’,:;,,_ _ "z;/ DICTASTIRT
Dot m{'w: 247 o 1!3_1
ke 1 ogp )

v (5) SEE Nord’mar AGE

Parvons e, - . n
CUMM = FBl by

Reses
Tann

&i L . s L PLUOé
;::r:nﬁ - \IOV Ad Ub‘a len“ _q(.,‘[cP L

Hollomsa _____
Ty, {1 MAILED 30

‘4 f i3n  "One or the most sensatlonal stories
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565 U on November 17, 195!:._ was m-nun“.&
m-‘&:v " w:lth ‘the information specifically as authorized by you, that " -~ -
Black did register under the Foreirn Agents Registration ’

o “Act, February 25, 1553, but the ctatoment filed by him was - -
uit‘mdrawn by the Attorney Ueneral in accordance with Section & N

*’ of the Foreign Agonts Registration Act and nis statement,

A therefore, is the confidential files of the Department

T et Justice.” on belng furnished the above suthorized . -

J}r . ».t;tgmnt, state t ths information furnished was .urricient o

T~ :-for'his purposes. The above 1s being furnishod for your. TN
lntomtion and no action 1s contemplated by the Burem. ‘97)

"_ . 65"5918 =T B ‘_:_; :\. .
. NOTE: On 10/208/54, @ chsmical storage tank at Charles 2. ';“ L

“foiic. - Berg Laboratories, Philadelphia, Pa,, exploded while baing -
o " examined by Philadelphia firemon. ' Unc Deputy and 2 -‘ T
it Battalion fire chiofs were killed. Twenty firemen and 3 ~ LT
S #%.] . policemen wore mjured. Thomas L. Black, a registered - -:-° "’“ st
-3z foreign agent whose registration statement was withdrawn by -. '
AW the Attorney General from public perusal, is prosently .
sde employed Berg Laboratories. Berg Laboratorics'! attorney *; .- .
"% pemarked Black end others would bo arrested for negligence )
e in storing chemicals after background invostigation conﬂucted
“Tio - Department authorized .Bureau.to furnish Philadelphia PeDe -/
I ptatement as .set forth in commnication above., This was . - .
?’{-‘i‘-j:' :done, ~:Black has stated he is cooperating with the poliece - i -
.,lz‘a‘ “ri.depte and advised them of his Soviet espionage activities, ::‘_.-3—‘- .
rwwr T iM4n mot too great detail" and his cooperation with the Bureaus - .- —::s
Yo action necessary by the Bureau excent to transmit preaent T
% - - developments to the Dept. as set forth above. . - . .. . - ...

23
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. Oﬂice Memorandum - vniTeD sTATES GOVERNMENT -

'IO. S ‘pirectar, FBI (65-59161) pate: -b/28/55 | - |

-sUBJECT: THOMAS LESSING-BLACK, was. ' '
RSPIONAGE - R

THQAS L, BLACK, whils being interviewsd on h/zo/55 regarding other
~ cases, advised that he would soon resign his position with the Charles W, perg
Lsboratariss, Philadelphia, dus to personality conflicts with the present owners.
. BLACK intends to go igto businsss with a former employse of Cha.rh }v Berg .
Luboratcries. ons PERCTTHELIE, Their business will be known as the .
Chemical Company with besdquarters in Wercester, Mass, HELIE residss i.n Woroutor.
Mg3s, They will manufacture textils specialties, Ths actual manufacture of the
specialtios will take place st the Atlas Refinery Coumpany, i2 Lockwood Street, -
Sewark S, x. Jey telephone number Market 2-71L3. BIACK will be employed at the .-
Bewark, o9 oy location, BLACK will live at u. 1. Bngnﬂhtm, Ne Joy in m
. of VICT@R (ECKER, JR. DECKER is the owner of the Atlas Refinery Company. SR T
‘BLACK expects” that be will move within the next two weeks, although as of this
date hs has not given notice of his resignation to the Charles W. Berg Iabaratorhs.
'BLACK requested when he is contacted by FBI agents at his new enplomnt _
that discretion be used so thiat the Atlas Refinery Company will mot be aware the -~
- ‘FBI 4s contacting him, In other words, BIACK suggested that agents telephonically -
ask for hin personally without identifying themselves to any employee of the _
~ Atlas Refinery Company, BLACK in turn will go to the FBI office in Nanrk d\n':l.ng T
his lunch hour or after warking hours. . . I . PP AL NICL I

-2 <7 ,; % ~
=~ [
L] . — st ves s

BLACK also requested that the governmsnt return to him certasn books .-~ - - -
and pamphlsts that were taken from him at the time he was first interrogzated by -~ :.-. -
the FBI 4n 1950. BLACK recalls executing a consent-to-ssarch form during ths . .
pertinent time in 1950 but states he no longer has the receipts for the material . -
that was removed, Accarding to his best recollection, BLACK states the material

included the following: o I
mm un, ¢> R e et e i et
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d. QOertain books, names mot recallsd, on Marxism end Leninisa.
2o Chemica) notes that were made by him at varicus hborntu;ui.

3, Magazins clippings from urious technicsl journals, maiply
chenical journals,

L. Certain Cammnist pamphlsts, the names of which parmphlets -
BLACK could not recall and of which he does not have a recard, AR
Ss Certain technicel books, the names of which BLACK .gun cou.ld gl
oot recall, : ' ’ K
°  BLACK states that he wants these bocks and pamphlets because they .-
" - are part of his personal library, sdding that he never destroys amy books -
4n his librery., When pressed for a more explicit reason why be wanted these
..~ books, BLACK said that sometime in the future he would like to do a little
" writing wsomewhat like ths writing of Elizabeth Bentley and Whitteker - - -7
Chambers,” BLACK addad that if nmecessary, he could again purchase these same .
books end pamphlets in New York City mear Union Square, but he would rather . =~
have back ths books and pamphlets that belong to him, He xentionsd be knew (.. -°
af » federal case imvolving obscens literature in which the government had - "7
40 return the literature after the individual who omned the literature had :+o-s L
C served his sentence, BLACK also stated his writings would be “anti-Coszmunist® - .
ot and the books and pamphlets he is requesting would be used as referemce - - .- ---
material, He also stated he fully intends to show any of his writing to the -
FBI before it is published. It was explained to BLACK that the FBI does mot - ..
censor or clear any articles for pudblication. BLACK was cautioned that he
would have to be most circumspect in arder not to reveal ay conﬂdenthl .
information. . o

. The above is being brought to the Bureau's attention for Momatian. ‘j
B (X T pointed out that on page 200 of the report of SA WILLIAM B, WELTE, JRe,

. - .dated 7/26/50 in captioned matter, there is set forth information concerning . ,
the searches that were conducted during the investigaticn of BIACK. Soms -:f‘:"‘
ssarches were conducted at BIACK's residence, at that time, 1929 North éth ~Z=7
Street, Other searches were conducted of his effects which were in storage x,, .
-t the Van Poinak Fireproof Warehouse, 92 Howard Strest, Newark, N. Jo Ry
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. not have the material, it 4s not very liksly that he will be able to write -

PH (65-4332) g . uf28/ss
Direotar, FBI

It is pointed ocut that the prosecutive opinion of AUSA MORTON rm,
8DPa., was obtained concerning subject, 7This opinion is contsined in the
peport of 84 PAUL B, GIBSON at Philadelphis, dated 6/8/53, FINE at that
time stated that after a careful review af all material relating to the subject,
he 4s of the opinion that evidence was insufficient to sustain a conviction
undsr the perjury, misprision of felony, and espionage statutes, and for that
.reason he contemplated no further .ecticn regarding BLACK. ..

-

-2

-8ince the prosecutive opinion of the AUSA, EDPa., was obtaimsd

‘concerning subject, it 4s possibls that the question of the retarn of the . _ .

.aforementionad material to BLACK should be discussed with the gsame USA's

effics, i.e., in the EDPa, However, no actica is being taken in this matter S
-without Bureau autharity, L et r .

" This eoffice recommends thst sny contemplated return of t.ho ntorhi Ty
BLACK requssted be delayed as long as possible on the theory that 4if he does

- - [ S

as bs ocontemplates, _ ‘ , ; T . 2

This office in the meantime will conduct a review of the oxhibi't.s':‘ :
4dn the BLACK case in an ntunpt to locate the books end pmph].etg BIAGK m
reference to. e
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" . phitladelphia ojjtce, uwuld not be returned to Ml. .-

- articles or a book tn the future as Elizabeth Bcntley"-.; .

- £
A !
g, g-‘ier - Fallace

-" Y. . ) -
"77'\ " -
- - -

. etes wa -,..A .

”ay 18, 1955

w ...1 -
LT

- .’ -

SAC, Phtladelphtc

(orig. & 1)

p{rcctor, fb&bf-' ﬂ/‘/’«B?/ o | o ”““: t

ra y&f*:.sssma BLACK R T )

'AGE - B
Reurlet £€/£8/55. . :— e .
dn view of the fact that the Crt-tuaz'mvutonw'_;_' i
oS the Department of Justice ae well acs the Asststant ... . o
Untted Stotes Attorney SJor the Eastern District of . '
pPennsylvanic, have declined prosecution of the sutject, . .
-and $nasnuch as doth have iIndicated that they contemplate . -

ao further sotion, there te& no gpparent reason why the - :- .o
sudbject's property, presently tn the possession of the - e

- P
L ~

.e

a " However, in view of the fact that reflet
tndtcatu that the eubject is contemplating wrtﬂng

and F:ittaker Chamhers have done, the Phtlaa‘elphta ojjtcc
should make on eriremely careful review of Bloek's L
property and present the results o/ satd reviev to the - o
Adsstestant US Attorney for the Eastern District of R
Pennsylvaniac, Sfor opinion.as to fts return to the oubject,

Thomas Lessing Black. JIn the event the Phtladelphia = - SO ¢
e . of/ice a2 o result of such review finds materfal'ef ol = - _ . §
TR confidential nature as distinguished from pudlic Bourfe ot e
B matertiol, this should be carefully evaluated and ihe. O -
- Bureau's advice obtained §f same appears warrantcd &%forw 2ier
‘to presentation to the Untted States Jttorney. £
CeY- B ’q-‘.d’\’.'..,.;.
At 4 copy of this letter s being furnished to thegg - .
S Newark field diviaton in view of the fact thot your S .= :
o reflet tndicates that Thomas Lesstng Black will de - ® <= .-
. apy o €mployed at Newark, MNew Jersey, i¢n the near future,-and i -7
d"' | X4 wi2l(itve ot R.D. 1, lngliahtown, New J, .
Yictor ‘Decker, Jr. . ED 8 0. M
IR DR VERN MAY 1 33855 ° ...
& L= biv, ¢ \
;:‘-_,..- ucq -e 1 - Iamrt (In,foruﬁon) ‘”“‘!‘;”‘ % RS
o Tyt
———— A cover memo from Belmont to Boardman was prepardd by“'f Ngig -
L

- HHW:alp on S}10/55 in connection with this outgoing matl. 1,
a1t . o - R EIRL
 BEyrelps M\w‘" \P SN L A
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T0 LS Boardman
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SUMBCT:  TEOMAS LESSING BLACK, was, . ’ fredee

ESPIONACE = & o S NS  or- dvvan

.L L. . “’—— H

Black has requested the return of cortatn books and
papers from the FBI which were taken with his.consent $n 1950., :
He tndicates a desire to write ¢n the futura,aa Bentley avbd t
Chambers have done,

Black, a registered foreign agent whose rcgutration '
statement was withdrawn by the 4G from public perusal itn 1953, .wae
born 7/5/07, ot Bloomsburg, Po, He has admitted becoming -
tnvolved with the Soviets in 1934, .He has admitted contasoting .
and sometimes furnishing tnforastion to Gaik Quvakimian and -
subsequent Soviet espionage auperiors §n 1934=47, The tnforuatton
consisted of industrial secrets (including chemical foraulas for ..~ =
peniocillin and sorbitol) obtatned from varfous companies by whtch
Black wos employed., By mermoranda 4/30/51 and 5/20/53, the - =~
Criminal Division of the Department advised no prosecutive action
against Black was contemplated. A8 a result of testimony dbefore . .-
the Federal Grand -Jury, Eastern District of Fa., October 3,8, A

,/1952, “Black was requegted and did register.mnder 7the J'or yﬁ 3 3
,Adgents Regtstrotion Adt, os omend:d, BSubseguently his -

- ~yegtstration etatement was withdrawn from public czautnaﬁon. ; LT

_ On 6/4/53, the Asststant United States Attorney, Eastern Dtatrtct %
e {of Po., advised evidence was insufficient to sustatn 8 conviction ;... }
of Black under perjfury, misprison of felony, and espionage ‘- .
statutes, and that no further action was contenplated. _.ﬁ;,. s .

-n

There appears to dbe no reason for the rctentton S :
]of property belonging to Black obtained from him with Ais ﬂonunt. :
Hovever, due to the fact there $s some indication he 8 . wot
contemplating writing articles or books based on the same, 1t u ,
-belteved that the material should de carefully reviewed dy the .. n -
Philadelphta field office and a 1iat of Black's property should - N

be gurnished to the Asststant US Attorney, Eastern District 9} —.‘ b

Po., whose opinton chould bc tought as to tta return to Black. ™

- ze u; —. -
*. o an PR [ T u@---a-~‘3?w.. o~z o~ 1

. BECOMUENDATION: PP S SO 1,_
SR ol *nrn-45 : :

? 4

o It $e recommended that the Philadelphia omce noum_f’. oo
all exhibits fin tts posaeuton tn tnatont case and draft a 1tst -

Enclosure ‘{c -/‘31 'foardna =
Hm':alp €C = 1 - Belmont :

(¢) ¢ f ¢c - 1 = Nallace .2 WAy 17‘855 .
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S (e Tof
of those exhibits which ore the property of the subject, ,Bzact'..‘--;'; o
.qhis 18st should be presented to the Asststant US Attorney for - . %
the Egstern Distriot of Pa., for his optnton a8 to thetfr return . _*
to the subject ot this time, 4 letter to this effect &8 Lo
enclosed for transmittal to the Philadelphia office and @ copy
w111 be designoted for the Newark office tnasmuch as Philadelphia
hos advised that the subject s obtaining employment fn the = -
§ewvark field diviston and has requested that any Juture S
dnterviews be conducted at the FBI offtce in Nevarke . .

» * / ;
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0; DIRECTCR, FBI (65-59181) "DATE:  S=26-5S SR
NM FRO SAC, PATLADELAHIA (13L=279) £7t o 75 l )
SUBJECTs  THOMAS IESSING BLACK - /o
SOURCE QF INFORMATION -
Re SAC Letter 55-35 (0).
Under the pravisiens of the SAC letter this individual s
being converted from a confidential source to a source af information.
- R
NSH 1 eme : ' I .-
REGISTERED MAIL . , -
(2 m 1 m) - N I n- e ve
;SO SN S )
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Oﬁice Memomndum UNITED STATES G.OVERNMENT

To :  Director, FBI (65-59181) " pate 6/30/55 5. 7.
4 ) . -.' ’ : ’ ’; .7‘: N ;‘
W SA ; Four L 0L SEERS
WK o 4 C, Philadelphia @34-279) ! s SE
v . @ : 1. - T ’;‘;;'.,""
J’ suEcT:  THOMAS LESSING BLACK, was, . . - |
3) SOURCE OF INFORMATION 3
‘ s -

Re Philadelphis letter, dated April 28, 1955, under,
the caption “THOMAS LESSING BLACK, was.; ESPIONAGE - R,*" E
Pniladelphia letter, dated May 26, 1955, under above caption. T a

Referenced Philadelphia letter dated April 28, 1955, 4

pointed out that THOMAS LS-BLACK requested the return of certain ,Y*|
property belonging to him that i1s in the possession of the Yo
Philadelphia Office. This office is presently reviewing the .
exhidbits in the BLACK case with the view towards presenting ---= . -
the results of said review to the Assistant United States

. Attorney, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, for opinion &8s .
to whether BLACK!s property should be returned to him, N

. This same letter also set forth that Subject 4s
“.contemplating writing articles or a book in the future as
ELIZABETH BENTLEY and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS have done,

: Referenced Philadelphia letter dated May 26, 1955, o
advised that under provisions of SAC Letter 55-35(0), BLACK —~&070 0 -
was being converted from & confidential source to a source ~:.:_- S
‘ of information, . - : .' S '”’,“:_f;""
In view of the fact that Subject intends to write e

articles or a book, it is not believed possidble to certify ”

as to his stabllity. It is, therefore, recommended that he

be deleted as a source of information. It is, however,

recognized that cases will probably arise in the future which ;_-‘_,.
will require that BLACK be interviewed. In such cases, there™ ,
does not appear to be any reason why he cannot be contacted / .

. ?g/mr 2 Nk, 2 m) - ) "_."f T .L..__,- E -’ - ’ - i N _'
--: BU’ , . - ‘ . ? . ’ : . =
1.4~ ‘REGISTERED MATL o @O’-D,'-D.a}. -
¥ '$P=.‘i2.- Newark (65-ho7u)(Ronsmmn)
Rl 65-1;332 : LT
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PH 134-279

!
Director, FBI ' 6/30/55 : ';:"'-r-.'-' o '
: i

since his identity is disclosed in Bureau reports and he 1s
described as "an admitted Soviet agent.” The only difference .
4dn his status appears to be that since it 418 not possible to =
certify as to his stability, he should not be listed as &

source of information,

' L TR United States b7D-b7£—
Post Office, VA PKE v A CHARLES |
SILVERTHORN on June 28, 1955, that BLACK as of May 1, 1655, )
1isted a change of address from 530 West Berks Street, Phila- -
delphia, to Box 243, R.D. #1, Elizabethtown, New Jersey. It .
18 pointed out in Philadelphia letter dated April 28, 1955, T
that BLACK advised SA CHARLES SILVERTHORN that he was nov:l.ng
to R.D. #1, Englishtown, New Jersey. -

-

: It 1s suggested that Newark verify BLACK!'s correct - .:.. ..
current address in order that any forthcoming leads for the - -
_mterview of BLACK may be handled promptly.

getter. e hd -~

.
2

- " The Bureau will be kept advised regarding the review -L 3-“-'
_of the exhibits in the BLACK case under the 65 claasification. kA
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Oﬁice MemL ,zdzmz J UNITED GOVERN_MENT

—~m——. adan

Jo: 1 Director, FBI (65-59181) .- . .oate: B/8/% TTZ

-:?;;mu : B, mhdelpbn (65-u332) A3L=27Y) 7= SR
¥+ SUBJECT: . THQMA 5 LESSING RLACK, was, / ' \ B EA
Nk SOURCE (F INFORMATION L Ayt S| -

3 = PriTacslphia . g ,‘;.. - |

7 u > / 94 '/
Ro Newark letter, dated 7/22/55, and Philadelphia letter, dsted

-7,!4 ,x.ut{t

e

‘;}' -6/30/55.

Referenced Newark letter werified ELACK's sddress as beinc ¥D Il,
Box 243, Bnglishtown, New Jersey, ¢/o VICTORSQECKER.

® comeaee >

\ Newark is in receipt of referenced Philadelphia letter wherein BLACK -
N wa s deleted as & source of information in the Philadelphia office inasmuch as
5 plans to write a bock and therefore, his stability oculd mot be certified, - '~
- Philadelphia is presently neviavd.ng the exhibits 4n the ELACK case, . -, s

it being noted BLACK is desirous of having certain property returned to him, . - P
.. _-and Newark, which 1s being considered office of origin, will be advised of v 7 - -
D“ $ the results of this review, 1_/,‘, AN

f e | o o 1035 Stfpaini
--'2'3%%‘,”’2 PH, 2 XK) : .d;:é:u -9 65‘. 5’7/8/.. § 765 ' (
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Oﬁice Memiy b

vmdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
‘TO ." s+ BSAC, Albany ‘pATE: Augustis, 21955

L3

DRSS Sa R ]

ROWBt reotor, FBI (66-18772)

SUMJECT:  ESPIONAGE AND INTERNAL SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS .
: (FULL UTILIZATION OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS .
AND SOURCES OF INFORKATION) e

¥ ' . ReBulet 6/8/55.(“) h | - /3/1’ o

The following changes should be made concerning :
‘tndividuals previously $ncluded in this program:(q) - !

Lecds to interview , referred to §7)
fn No Number BAC Letter date 0 and SAC Letter 54-63,

should be set forth only in those instances where there is

sound reason to believe that he possesses pertinent :
in/‘ormotion of importan nves tiqg : b-‘bo
( = N!
Thomas Lessing Black, referred to in No Number -

_ SAC Letter doted 2/3/51, has been discontinued 6s a source .

of tnformation and should be deleted.(U\) _ R

- cc = 2 - Albuguerque c¢ - 2 - Houston cc - 2 - Oklahoma City ..

b Anchorage Indianapolis ‘Omaha .
: . Atlaonta Xansas City Philadelphicy\ ~ .
S - Baltimore - Knoxville - -~ - Phoeniz - ,A o
e Birminghan L Little Rock Pittsburgh  \o,
Boston - Los Angeles Portland - - -

Buffalo Loutisville - Richmond - ;
Butte . .Kemphis ) St. Loutse z .

Charlotte ' _ Miant Salt Lake City .
Chicago Milwvaukee " . San 4Antonto - fg.’
Cincinnatt Minneapolts 8an Diego e
Cleveland Mobile San Francisco . .

Dallas Neuark . _ San Juan v I
Denver . New Haven © Savenngh : - &
Detrott . -~ . -New Orleans . Seattle . .. o
El Paso - New York City . Spri ngfteld &

. Honolulu . Norfolk o laahtngtan Fiel?
_‘ Gl ks E": 3
ol

1_6__.-' lt?/ ‘W -

i NOT R[.(’()R])LD cel ‘
Lo o 199 AUG 25:955




use of
S¢-1)
arfsisyg

n should be erercised $n constdering possible

referred to in SAC Letter ,,bqp"
ove in view of o recent iacident
in connection wzth his testimony at an INS hearing u)

bi-:

. _L..-JJJ-.J‘* )

TN ), M

referred to in No Number SAC' Letter datcd b7D
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&
.Letter to SAC, Albany ' e

referred to in SAC Leiters S53-61 and
54-63 dgied 3/21/55, has been discontinued as aymbol
His tdentity should be protected by

I/ prepared, f ndex cards concerni g the cbous-_capttlbnéd-;’:~

tndtutduah should be amended cccordingly.v) .

; The following additioncl confidentical tnformants nnd
sources of information are set forth for your tnjormctton and
.uttlizattonc(_oa . :

b‘!D
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ﬁice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

m:i ! DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) DATE  g/30/55 "‘.
:iei"-‘ ®OM 3. SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332) - S ,— . :;
go - . Lo ER
SoneT: THOWS 1ESSING BLACK was. o
ESPIONAGE = R B

Re Bulet dated 5/12/55.

' " Relet instructed that this office should make an
extremely careful review of aubjgg,t"g property that i1s in the s
possession of the Philadelphia and present the presults v
of said review to the Assistant United States Attorney, Eastern
District of Pernsylvania, for opinion &s to its return to'the . -

. subject., The Bureau also instructed that if Philadelphia, -
. & result of such review, finds material of & confidential . -

nature as distinguished from public source material, this et~

... ..should be ocarefully evaluated and the Bureau's advice obtainad - .
=7 - - 4f same appears warranted prior to presentation to the United i

States Attorney. P PR

- s e
o T TN

From & review of the material thus far, 1t 18 T
oontemplated that the following items, which are not considered - -
~ to be of a confidential nature, will be listed for the AUSAtS . :.-. .
..opinion as to whether the items should be returned to aubjectz P

- 1. Certain items contained in 2 green met:al box, T
- T which box was removed by Newark Agents from ;’-:'r“-w-e;w
Cilee. T among personal effects of subject stored at Zrrsl el
[k~ the Van Poznak Storage Warehouse, Lot #7173, “rrr-ro--
an T  Box #3, 92 Howard Street, Newark, on 6/17/50. *::,;. _
-I. . These items, &8 well as other items listed - -..- " -~
below, were removed by Newark Agents as & ... .- - ,
= 1;-7' - result of a consent to search exeouted By e }
C o “,.BIACK on 6/15/50. : ‘_'-3“-'—"'.”4-)',"""/

B s . @enerally these items include o11ppings from
' - - 8tlnewspapers and magezines, & certificate or

L R lgnd assorted ey, o on smen _- j

R I U R Ll Sy P
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2.

3.

5.

5.

e 6.

9/30/55

certain items removed by Newark Agents on
6/17/50 from above-mentioned warehouse,
Lot #L446, Box #53, These items include . -
pamphlets and booklets on dbiology.

Items taken by Newark Agents on /11460 from

the aforementioned warehouse, Lot Box #74.
These include & number of books of & medioal

nature and 99 stubs showing requests for eopies

of U, S, Patents and dates they were ordered from
Patent Office. When Questioned regarding the .

U. S. Patents, BIACK, in 1950, mentioned he was -
a Consultant Chemist for C, W, Berg laboratories -
and in such position it was necessary to develop )
nevw processes and new products, BLACK wrote to -
the U, S, Patent Office for patents to be used 1n
doing x-eeearch work for mew processea.

Items taken by Newark Agent:s on 6/17/50 from

the same warehouse, Lot #446, Box #79. These .~
oconsist of a "homemade” file with appropriate - - -- -
topic separators containing correspondence, ,-.-'.._
booklets and pamphlets on chemistry and -
photography. BLACK, when Qquestioned about these .
itens in 1950, mentioned he was interested in _
photography as & hobby and collected voluminous =. --
literature on photography to further his hobby, .-

He also mentioned, in connectlon with his position
as a Consultant Chemist, he collects all available
literature on ohemistry to assist him in doing - "’
research work, .

Certain personal papers, mgazinea, newspaper
clippings and numerous copies of U, 5, Patents . _
which were taken from subject's home, 1929 North .
6th Street, on 6/16/50 as a result of a consent e
to search executed BLACK, .

Certain cards, papers &nd photostatic copiea or S
ohemical documents taken from subject®s desk at ..
his place of employment, C, W, Berg Iabomtories,

1827 North 5th Street, on 6/16 50. _

-2 -
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T. Two books on Chemistry taken by Newark Agents
on 6/21/50 from the aforementioned warehouse,

Lot #T73, Box #35.

. It 18 contemplated that a detailed l1list of the above
items prepared in 2 blank memo form will be made available to
the BUSA for opinion as to their return to subject., The
original of this blank memo will be used as a reoceipt trom :
Bubject if AUSA approves the return of the material, : : -

. There are 8 number of Marxist books ‘and pamphlets
whioch will be listed in a separate blank memo, Although these
are apparently pudblic source material, they are of such a )
comprehensive nature on the subject of Marxicsm and leninism
that 1t 1s felt they should be listed separately for the
AUSAt's convenience in rending & decision rather than having -
them included with voluminous other miscellaneous items to
be returned,

The Bureau will be kept advised of pert:.nent
"~ developments, PR
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Ojﬁce Men randum UNITED §.4TES GOVERNMENT

"'°‘d ! Director, FBI (65-59181) DATE  12/5/55 ¥ .

N . S
KW e AN

W" FROM 't sac, Pniladelphia (65-4332) S E
w n Fadl ZEFOEEE SR

SUBJECT:  qHOMAS LESSING BLACK, was. S -

ESPIONAGE - R o
(Origin: Newark) \ . i

Mr. W. WILSON WHITE, U. S. Attorney, Eastern District
of Pennsylvania, was contacted on 12/5/55 by SA ALBERT RUND-
BAKEN regarding this case. Inasmuch as Mr. WHITE was not fa- = -
miliar with this case, he was advised of the prosecutive opinion ‘
of the Criminal Division of the Justice Department and the
opinion of former Assistant U, S. Attorney MORTON FINE, Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. .

Mr. WHITE was elso advised that BLACK had requesbed
the return of certain material which was taken from him by

Philadelphia Agents pursuant to a consent to search form exe-‘-_~1-.~‘--~_-

cuted by BLACK in 1950. It was explained that this office - I .
~ was presently reviewing the material in question and the re-
» sults of said review would be presented to the United Statas

Attorney for opinion as to its return to the subject. . -~ -

- .- Mr, WHITE stated he would arrange for an Assista.nt
' U. S. Attorney to review this material; however, because of
& very heavy schedule of criminal trials being handled by his

office during the current criminal calendar, his entire stai’f ;‘-°-

. would dbe occupied for the next several weeks., Mr, WHITE -: . "o .. -

: volunteered to arrange to have an Assistant U. S, Attorney - 7-»#;-
available for the review of this material in the event some ™%~
Plull" occurs in the criminal trial schedule prior to the _"

completion of this c¢riminal term. -

do-(‘ 3 2 7 -
In view of the above, contact will again be ma.de in
about three weeks with Mr. WHITE rega.rding this matter. R

% - Bureau $65 29181 )(REGISTERED MAIL) - ~*. =~ 777 700
65-4074) (REGISTERED MAIL) - .. ..ss3dimeizisoo )

2 - Newark L
1 + Philadelphi 65-11332
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Ojﬁce Memomndum  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

YO 1 DIRECTOR, PEI (65-59181) R DATE 1A6/56 -
N oL
rRoM "”' S4C, PHILADRLPIA (654332) - TR
SUBJECT:  THOMAS LESSING ELACK, wa. . g . /
ESPIONAGE - R 1 \
l) (origin - Newark) S v’ -
e

- Y X 1 '- ] . -

Re mmelpma letter, 12/5/55.

Re Philadslphia letter pointed out that Mr. W. WILSON WHITE,
USA, EDPa., was contacted on 12/5/55, by SA ALEZRT RUNDBAKEN regarding
the disposition of certain material which was taken from subject 4n ..
1950, Mr. WHITE at that time stated he would arrange for an Assistant
USA to review this material; however, because of & very heavy schedule
of criminal trials, hs entire staff would be occupled for several weeks. _ _ -
Mr. WHITE volunteered to arrange to have an Assistant USA available S
for a review of this material in the event a Mlull" ocourred 4n the o
eriminal trial schedule. -

On 12/20/55, Mr. W. WILSON WHITE, USA, EDPa., advised SA
ALBERT RUNDBAKEN that he took the liberty of communicating with the
Department of Justice regarding the disposition of subject's personal -
property which was presently in the possession of the Philadelphia - )
Offica. Mr. WHITE cormunicated with Mr. THOMAS K. HALL of the - - _=—--
Department of Justice relative to the return to ELACK of the personal 2

property which BLACK requested. Mr. FALL advised Mr. WHITE that e
inaemich as no prosecution of ELACK was contemplated by the Department, _;;3: -

the return of all of BLACK!s personal property was authorigzed b} the .~
D‘pﬂmﬂt Of Justiceo PRI T AN SISy : ' ' /

&w"/&“a‘m view of the above, the Philadelphia Office will make a

1ist in blank memorandum form of BLACK'!s property that he requested - V > -
and send the msmorandum along vdth the property to the Newark Office = '~
for return to BLACK. Thes original of this blank memorandum can then

be used as a receipt for the return of the requested msterial. Where --~7- ™
there is a question of any of the material being of a gonfidentdsl;, ol . " -
nature as distinguished from public source mterial,.‘hhe 'bureau'a advj.ce

..2 = Bureau 265-59181)(&;;1@««1 Mail)

ac m,lgmgsgggw i) o 5?/?/, 3’ 7 7

' KECURDED - 88
€P3:ARD o 91T 19

(a) : '
. “‘,'fp, - "“’3‘/

—— -~ .

i1l be sought prior to the return of the material to BLACK. TR
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Oﬂice Memamndum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

T 4+ DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59161) DATE: 1/30/56 .

VoY
-
-
- s

-~ P
-

- ¥ROM 'F’é SAC, NEWARK  (65-4074)
t(

SUBJECT: THOMAS LESSINGOBLACK, wa. (/
ESFIONAGE - R

. & D.0¢ = Nﬁwark ) ‘
)QK Re Pniladelphia letter to Bureau, 1/16/55., ., -

Since this case 4s kept in a pending status sololy for.
the purpose of returning certain material to the subject, the case
18 being placed in a pending inactive status until such time as
the material is received from the Philadelphia Office and can be ,
returned to BLACK, o R /

.2-Bureau (65-59181) RM : 4
1-Philadelphia (65-4332) (info) Rn i TP
1-Newark (65-4074)
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O]fﬁce Memonmdzmz ' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

"° . '. DIRBCTOR, FBI (65-59161) : DATE:  2/13/56

Q(& oM : SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332)

\‘"
U supJEcT: THOMAS LESSING CK, was. ‘ :
ESPIONAGE ~ R ] . -
\)/( IOO-Nem.rkS . \ C e e

Re Philadelphia letter 1/16/55.

Re Philadelphia letter set forth the opinion of Mr. W. WILSON
WHITE, USA, EDPA, as obtained from Mr., THOMAS K. HALL of the Department of
Justice relative to the return of subjectt!s personal property, which is . . .
presently in the possession of the Philadelphia Office. Mr. HALL advised -

Mr. WHITE that inasmch as no prosecution of BLACK was contemplated by -
the Department, the return of all of BLACK's personal property was authorizod -
Yy the Department of Justice. : )

Re letter also set forth that Philadelphia would make a 388t -~ . =" '~
in blank memo form of ELACK's property and send the memo along with the -
~property to the Nexark Office, '

There 48 enclosed herewith for Ne\ark, an original and two copies
of an 18 page receipt listing 369 items of BLACK's personal property to _
be returned to him. The original of this receipt is to be signed by HLAGK ~ =77 .
and witncssed by an agent or agents of the Newark Office and then returned . :
to the Philadelphia Office. One copy of the receipt has been designated ... .. 0. .
for the Newark Office end the extra copy may be given to ELACK 4f he - - - - ., :
desires same. The property so listed is being forwarded by mlwaw }-kpress
to the Newark Office under eseparate cover. i

Certain 1tem of ELACK's property are not being returned at / /
this time. No mention of this should be made by the Newark Agents, unless . .
4t is brought to their attention by BLACK. These items will be discussed -
in & separate commmication to the Bureau, '

2 —“Buresu 65-59181) (REC. WAIL) - - ;-
D Phna.delphia (65-4332) ) L R
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It is pointed out that during June and July of 1950, many dtems
of ELACK's personal property were returned to him inasmch as they were
not considered pertinent to the investigation. The receipts executed
.by BLACK at that time are on file in the Philadelphia Office. )
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'Oﬁice Memmézdum « UNITED sma.is GOVERNMENT
A .

. |
)ﬂ‘L}O ‘ DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) OATE:  3/8/56 -:- -
e -'A <
"‘°"'6 SAC, NEWARK (65-4074) . A e
o . ) -, :— - ..‘ -
SUPTECT! mHOMAS LESSING BLACK, was. o
ESPIONAGE = R | |
00 Newark : .

Re Philadelphia letter to Bureau dated 2/13/56.

On 3/5/56 the items of BLACK's property forwarded
to Newark and listed in the office memorandum furnished to

Newark with referenced letter were returned to BLACK. BLACK ..

spent gome time going through the matoriasl aeand discarding
that which he did not desire to keep. -

PO PYeN

The original memorandum listing the property and ""““'5

-signed by BLACK is returned herewith to Philadelphia, A copy
.- of this memorandum signed by BLACK and the extra copy not
' signed are being maintained in the Newark Office. .

_,.-'.‘

BLACK advised that some of his property had not
been returned and requested that he be informed of exactly -

what items are still being held. He mentioned that ‘a wooden

box about 7" long containing 2" x 2" color slides of water .

11l1ies and another group of slides containing about tuenty-3¢4ff; ;-

five to thirty photographs of LEON TROTSKY were missing., He
said also missing were two reels of 35mm. motion picture film,
one containing a speech made by LEON TROTSKY in Berlin and -

BLACK stated that the SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (swr)
had purchased those films and when he was in the SWP they -

since the Soviets did want to have any material conoerning
' TBOTSKY destroyed.

'Soviets, BLACK says that he has a special interest in it and ==

. . were given to him for safe keeping. He said that he risked
his 1ife by not turning the film over to his Soviet contact - ...

In view of the fact that he kept the £11m from the

the other £ilm taken at the time of TROTSKY‘a assassination, -

r\uanta to see some use made of it. He euggestod that aince 1t--~-~

. f&) Bureau (65-55181) RECISTERED KAIL T
‘ < :hilaﬁe%zt;ig&ﬁ%-hﬁﬂ {(Encl. 1) REGISTERED MAIL - 3{2
- Newar - -—
‘PCZie jm ’ ")J f'ﬂ é‘r 57/3,
—=c '(5) . .q) XX g q DED 67 - )
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K 65-4074

has historical and documentary value it should be donated
some place like the Harvard Museum which he knows has some
materlial on TROTSKY. '‘BLACK said that he has no personal
interest in having the film himself but if the Bureau will
not give it directly to some organization which would be
interested in its historical value, he desires its return so

that he can dispose of it in some way so that its historical
value is preserved,

In view of BLACK's statements, Philedelphia‘ is
requested to advise the Bureau and Newark what material of
BLACK's was not returned and the reason therefor,. Newark
should be edvised what BLACK can be to0ld concerning this

property especially the film which he sppeared most 1ntere§ted T

in. Unless the film and other material still retained have
some particular value to the Bureau, it would appear appro-

priate to return it to BLACK and let him dispose of it as
he sees fit,

It 1s suggested that as soon as Philadelphia ' ﬁﬂﬁt

advises concerning the property of BLACK still in its poa-
session, the Bureau advise Philadelphia and Newark what
action should be taken,
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Oﬁice Memorwndum UNITED STATES GOVERNME .

' ' : 10 -,__..-‘:
MV“’!‘::{: SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) G' L& ! ' ;

SUBJECT: THOMAS LESSING ELACK _ ' K -{52,)1

- . -

I ;... “e—= '(‘.A: .- . , . rnp RECORDED 'b . mn -_ﬁ_’,'-}_:‘::' s

1 Director, FBI (65-59181) DaTR: 3/27/56 ... -

———
D W S e,

"I

ESPIONAGE - R
00 = Newark

-

ke Philaedelphia letter 2/13/56; Newark letter
3/8/56. :

- heferenced Philadelphia letter -enclosed to Heuark
an original and two copies of an 18-page receipt listing 369
items of HLACK's personal property, which were to be returned
to him. Kkeferenced Philedelphlsa letter also mentioned that e
certain items sere not being returned at that time. -Although -

-1t 48 realized that these items were ELACX's property, still

they deal generally in the field of subversive activity and, —f-:_.--;—_-:
for this reason, they were retained. CoeL

' The following mre the only remaining 1tems of S .
ELACK's property still reteined by Philsdelphia: U

1. 1932 CP Membership Book #6878 4ssued to HAKOLD __ : ...

: L. JONES. (BLACK on 7/6/50 stated this was his -~ -~ -
CP Membership Aook and that he had used the -~ L DT
name HAROLD L ~JONES.)., _ T e

P
£

. e

2. 1937 Socislist Pﬁty Membership Book in the R
name of THOMAS LSBLACK. (BLACK on 6/3v/50
advised 'he"'joined the Trotskylite faction of
the Socialist Party in 1937 and ne identified
this %tem &8 his Soclelist .Parr.y Membership - - ----- - :
Book., LTI T

» 3. 1941 Socialist Workers Party (Sd?) Memberahlp
) Book #3354 issued to > TIYJONES ( BLACK on Con !
me 7/6/50 admitted this wes his SYWP Membepehip ... ™~

- Bool end that he hed used the name T0M T'JONES,) =%

RN R 2 o TR

3 < e (o5 smun)ialiiamnn i) 5 57/;/;_3

2 -« Newark (65-4074) (REGISTEhED MAIL)
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PH 65-1332 3/21/56

Director, FBI - ’

L.

5.

- friends" and concerns & pamphlet TROISKY was

A.

- Be

I

One sheet, handuritton, entitled “Appeal
Meeting (August L).* On the bottom of this
same sheet 18 the caption "Appeal heeting
{(August 11)." (BLACK on 6/29/50 mentioned

that he was Secretary of' the Trotskyite Faction
of the SWP and that these were notes in his own
handwriting of two meetings held on August U
and August 11, 1937.

Typewritten letter from Coyoacan, Mexico,
dated 1/31/37 and signed in ink by LGy
THOTSKY. The letter was eddressed "My dear

epparently writing sbout tne “Moscow Frame-Up.*
(BLACK has advised that at the September, 1940,
Plenum Conference of the SWP in Chicego, it .-
was decided that a committee should be T
estzblished to preserve the historical record o
of LEON “KOTSKY. Hequests were made for any S -
historical documents, letter:s, originel .
manuscripts, and photoiraphs pertainini to LEON -

TROTSKY. This letter is apparently one of the -7z s~ -

items 10 be maintained as a part of the .- . T
historical record of LEON TROY¥SKY.) e it i e e e

s - ey -v-—x,~ [RIvn S

D D

Numerous 3 x 4" index cards bearing names &nd -rene wolne G
addresses and various financlel data. -l
(Philadelphia letter to the Bureau dated 6/24/50
mentioned that from information furnished by BT
BLACK, it is believed thesec werc names of people‘:ﬁ;‘A—
who were members of the SWP in the Newark arca .
sbout 1939. _ uxﬂ;fﬁ%;r
Yellow sheet dated 6/21/39 containlng list of 12’ o
persons in Newark area who were to be epproached .= =:. ...
for contributions to Anti-Fascist Labor Guard. '_j~-7l«};

(On 6/28/5V0 HBLACK edvised that the Anti-Fasclst -
Labor Guard was part of the Union Defense Guard.’ &mf*“:jJ !
The Union Defense Guard was sct up as a branch of 777" 4
the SWP at Newark. According to BLACK, the Antie . .-
Fascist Labor Guard was an unsuccessful venture e

of the lepo) . P o SR S z

o

[ e T X T

e

—— .

Hegzarding A and B, the ebove items were photographed,

a3 e ea T an
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PH 65-4332 3/27/56 = -
$- .  Director, FBI SR
forwarded to the Bureeu for development amd = . A
subsequent shipment of same to Newark for - . . .7 ‘-7 "~

7.

. all members of the Union Defense Guard.

) 8.
" A

B.

informetion in their investigation of SWP - ;}r:-

activities in the Newark ares.

Booklet entitled 9Dr111 Manual of the Anti- : e
Fascist Labor Guard.* (BLACK on 6/25/50 udvised L s
the drill manual was received from the Union 7"’
Defense Guard, which, as previously mentioned, .
was part of the 8WP. The manusal was issued to
While

the manual pertained to close order and combat -
drill, the Newark organizetion, according to

BLACK, never engaged in anything other than = -~ =" ~-

wrestling or jiu-jitsu one or two nights e week. " :. .

Two rolls of 35 millimeter motion picture £ilm, .. .

one of which deals with the death of TKOTSKY L

and his funersl and the othe:r concerns a speech :
made by TROTSKY in Berlin, ‘according to BLACK.-~ Tl

Three boxes of mounted photographic slides or :1-,25‘;~Q‘

LEON THOTSKY numbered one through 84 in black and .
white color. Also 12 colored 8slides, eight of .
which sre shots of TROISKY and four are other

individuals who have been identified by ELACK., cféZRQ"T' s

Also six colored, unmounted negatives, all ot
TROTSKY. -

A S x 8 box containing 32 x 44 photographic 'ifi,ip"f), N
negatives of LaON TROTSEY. . e e s
BLACK's desires regarding these items are aet ‘j‘l_gii{
forth in referenced Newerk letter, paregrephs .. -
four, five, and six.

to him for cafekeeping. According to !LACK, he =
risked his life by not turning the films over 7
to the Soviets end, because he kept the films from’ _
the Soviets, BLACK says he has a special interest = ~ " -
in them and wants to see some use made of them., ' ~“~- -
BLACK suggested that since the films have -

historical end documentary value, they ahoulé be 1;-“‘

BLACK mentioned that the . fiiZo= "
SWP had purchased these films and they were given ~iii.-.. -

v JERY
T e -
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PH 6514332 3/87/56

- Director, FBI

donated to some place,like the Harvard Nuseum,
which has some meterial on TROISLY. BLACK says
he has no special interest in heving the films
himselfl but, if the Bureau will not give them
directly to some organization which would be .
interested in their historicel value, he desired
that the films be returned so that he can
dispose of them in some way in order that their
historical value will be preserved.

Items A, B, and € under csterory eight are being
forwarded to the Bureau under separate cover

as of possible interest to the Research Section _

in the event that section desires to make copies';<r

of same. Since BLACK has specifically requested

the return of these items, it is suggested that, -

in the event the Central Research Section has no
interest in these items, they be sent to Neuark

‘for return to BLACK.

Booklets entitled --

te XS T TR

UProgram of the Communist Internationale“ "“‘““‘ﬁ"*“

copyrirhted in 1929 by the Workers
Library Publishers

““fhe Communist Party = A Manual of Organization

by J. FETERS, published July, 1935, by _-_afﬁ;,.;L__.

- -
X

Workers Library Publishers
YPolitical Education - The Ultimate Aim“ by
International Publishers
“Politicel Education - Chief Stages in Bistory
of CP, SU" by International Fublishers
(Cn 6/30/50 these books were exhibited to BLACK

-

frea iy o

e g

.......

------
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and he identified them as being his property-) -fdﬁ

e

The above booklets have, in the past, been uaed<as ;1“§;

source material in the Philadelphla Smith Act .
trials. Newark is requested to contact BLACK, -

advise him these booklets are rare orifinals and-wudéJ;ﬁ'

.
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of possible future value to the FPI,and request ~ie%-"
his permission for the Philadelphia Offlce to djzgﬂﬂ“"

"?.

A
Py

retain them.
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could make phctostatic coples of the originals, with thé
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Director, FBI

Newark should also sdvise BLACK of the identity of
the remaining items reteined by Philadelphia. In the event
BLACK desires the return of all of the ftems, Philedelphie

exception of the films end the booklets, before returning aanel
to BLACK.

- S

. Keferenced Newark letter set forth that BLACK asked
.about certain films and slides. Informetion concerning these
films and slides has been set forth under Category Eight of
this letter.
in referenced :Newark letter as the wooden box containing
2% x 2" colored slides of water 1lilies, was forwarded to Newark
for return to ELACK with Philadelphia letter of 2/13/56. <'his

18 1isted on page ten of the 1B8-page roeceipt signed by BLACK
under the caption number 446, box number :

One other item BLACK mentioned, which is set torch

L

£

.- el e
e
. L

- k b} N
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TP SAC, Newark (05-4074) - -/ April3, 1986 -
CORDED . 83 e, _mmtor nx (es-max).— § ?/ e B
CORDER 408 - 3 IR A g
: THOMAS LESSING BLACK . o
ESPIONAGE - R

L Relet Philadelphia 3/37/66, a copy of which was mrnlnﬁod yonx" _’ :

";-'.',."_'-otﬂc_o. . B
_ ' { 'rbe two rolls of 85 millimeter motion picture mm as well as the %: .
photoznphlc negatives of Troteky, which are described in relet, are being

2 forwarded your office uader separate cover. This material shouldbe .
' peturned to Black in accordance with his request, N

.1 - Palladelphia (65-43:3) S ~ B
K R o T T e

mim NOTE: Relet transmitted two rolls of 35 millimeter motion picture ﬂl,m L

Br 2 ~ depicting various scenes from Trotsky's life as well as four small - f -z

: boxes of both color and black and white photographic negatives :of i ’_-"I.- e

-~ Trotsky. This material is of no value to the Central Research,™ ...’ ;_
Juternal Security or Espionage Sections. Black has requested the
retura of this material when it is no louger of use to the Bureau. _«- e
He feels it may be of some historical value and desires to donate *

o .1t to some university or research fustitute. - P ST
wedulh o . i 3 " R .-:'" "::-':’-:-.T—ur-. ———— s L
"\l ;.\‘_"; P Tt

.. - \_" - -
2% - - . .
-.. - - .:311
N
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Ji— SECORFrAOML oy faPR3-1gss Lo
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Oﬂice Memumndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) DATE: L /20/56 - .°
SAC, NEWARK (65-407L) | : »
* 9HOMAS LESSING BLACK S ‘
L(' ~ ESPIONAGE - R ' ' /\ .
00: Newark . )
Re: Philadelphia letter to the Bureau. 3/21/56 !
Bureau letter to Newark, 4/3/56 R /"/ i

On 4/13/56, the two rolls of 35 rm motion picture
f£ilm, as well as the photographic sliges and negatives of
LEON TROTSKY, were returned to THOMAS™BLACK. He signed a

receipt for thie material, a eopymis being furn.lsh.é'd L
to the Philadelphia Office. - B

. 'BLACK was informed of the remaining 1tems-of his m'-}m:{nA
property still in the possession of the Philadelphis Office. -. . - .
- He advised that the only items which he 1s interested in receiv- - -
» 4ng are the four booklets listed in Item #9 of re Philadelphia .
.letter. BLACK stated that these booklets would be of value in -
connection with any writing he may do in the future. He added,
however, that he has no plans to do any writing for a few years ' -
and, therefore, he has no objection to the Philadelphia Office .. -:.
retaining the booklets for the next few years, or until he decides .
e ) he needs them, at which time he will request their return. BLACK -
- \ said he felt that by that time the booklets would probably be . _
\\\of no further value to the Bureau. A—:;”jn -
<§

- . -
e e e -

BLACK was told that the booklets would not be :""-?---'_.-'.'.-
destroyed and that they would be retained by the Philadelphia e
"‘ ¥ Of.f‘ice until such time as he requests their retum. e T

~

‘ D ot Philedelphie is requested to advise Newark 1f this o
-9 A arrangement i1s satisfactory, and, if so, should make the =" '
‘\ . proper notations on the oxhibits 80 that they will not be J_ L
~ destroyed in the future. - - 4 e : R oo e
Z-Bureau (Registered Mail) N

\ \h 2-Philadelphia (65-&332)(l-encloswe)(ﬂegiatered Mail)

‘Q l-Newark W . 45—-_,.- 5’?/ X/._. &( ",

FCZ.Omt 'y Lyc ?
% (5) - .‘-'-," ’ L |7 i )3 n=5
Do \FEAPREG WA .

-;1 ~o "%

-———— e -



NK 65-4074
Zetter to Director, FBI

.

BLACK continues to be very cooperative and has sdvised

- that he has no objection to being contacted in the future for the
purposes of viewing photographs and determining if he can -
identify various individuals. Ke edvised that after 5/1/56
his residence address will be 708 High Street, Apt. B-2,
Newark, New Jersey. He is8 still employed at the Atlas
.Refinery, Inc., Newark. * : .
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YAY 7, 1956

$ ' 8AC'S, NEWARK 65-4088)
, < PHILATELPHIA (65-4332) °
ST RASHINGTON FIELLD a-tnf.)(scs)
’ r . e -
THOMAS LESSING BLACX, ESPIONAGE = R. RV PN AIRTEL MAY FOUR

( oo
LAST REQULZSTING BUREAU TO INSTRUCT KX WHETHER BLACK SHOULD BE L

T g

<

BYXVINDED PRIOR ¥0 HIS APPEARANCE BLFORE SENAT: INTERNAL szcmuﬂ ._i-l -

- -
r; SUBCOMMITIEE TO RETRAIN FROU MARXIXNG ANY BYATEMENTS RELATIVE X0 ;.
’ IDENTITY OF JOSBRPH XATZ, 0 S8UCH INSSTRUCTIONS SHOULD BE.OIVEN 20 [

N

BLACK. IF EVLNT HE REQULSTS INSTRUCTIONS BE SHOULL BE TOLD $0 = --

TXLL THE COMMITICE TH: TRUTN. ‘ B B L A
< - mooyer Ll TR

_-:3";:;-35-59131 e S Sy - w.ﬁ-__ .‘
cc ___Mr(zzm: ) ' 3? .
- RECORDED-f &5~ S 7/?/ - é

I
. : A . L i ~
- 'JPL:emb { 9) - - 9‘- AW =E :;t.,.;»”r‘,; “\
_ . - :
m

bx ‘au.,.-n —amy I-r‘-..- ~-=1

' “NOTEL SEE COVER MEN0 Belmont to Boardmn, 5/7/36, Somes TN
L0 caption, JFPL:embd R S
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FD-3.E.(6-21-55) 8 8 Qs o e

grancmlt the following mésaqe via
R

(Priority or Method of Mailing) Mr. ﬂ'sm-n-'-d_

THOMAS LESSING-BLACK
ESPIONAGE -~ R

On 5/2/56, THOMAS L., BLACK ceme to the Newsrk Office
to sdvise that on the night before, a U. 8. Mershel ceme

to his residence and served him with e subpoena which instructs T

that he report to the Senate UfTice _ Bullding, 10 A.M., on ",
E He @dvised thaet he 1s to appeer before tne same
Senate Committee that recently hesrd testimony of DAVID :-. == -*

GREENGLASS and “HARRY GOLD, BLACK advised as follows: He .~ -

18 concerned about tostirving in any open session where
reporters sre present. He wants to cooperate and 1a‘u1111ng
to answer -&ny.questions concerning his ectivities &s he ..
d1d to the FBI ‘and the Grend Jury, but he would not like to "

c-

newspspers. He gave ps an example the fect thet

08sibility the Soviets might still try to get revenge, e

. .
.

Am—

i 1n Uashington, he contact the Committee and 1nform the COmmittoe >

i _3 « Bureeu (65-59181) REGISTERFED MAIL
.-l < Philadelphia (Info) (65-u332) REGISTER!:D MAIL

: FCZ.rae PRUPE

end thet there was nothing the Buresau could 4o In this regerd.

* He wes edvised thet his informetion would be furnished to .-~ 'i-~
- Bureau headquerters at Washington in the event eny inquiry.

——

might be made by the Committee.

- ce e - -

o It wee suggested to BLACK ‘the t uhen he nrrives tl;i"

:1 = NK 65-uo7y _ —i-r::

)2, ) 'Rg"omo A2

EX - 120

‘36 MAY 4 1956 1

. . , ’ )
-—!
Sent — M Per

the ‘Soviets ‘fabricsted reports’ He indiceted thet’ i1s worried
lpbout his future eas fer as work is concerned, as well-as the ; - -

-
CY R ,..L._"fy‘!:

LS- 5‘? /8"1 337;..‘

o~ s

- fr -
AR

: - ) Mr. YN
From SAC, NEWARK (65-407)) | "/ Mise &t
To: IREC\TOR, FBI (65-59181) ‘ . -

- -

S

have certein of the information he may furnish apreer 1 -~
15 fs‘mﬁ'z 17

BLACK requested to know 4if the FBI could epeak so”ff; ;Tf_
the Committee in his behalf resulting in the Committee hesring - -~ -
ell his testimony in closed seassion. BLACK wes told thet . ciotiez. -
the Bureau has no connection with Congressional Committees I L

t
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_FD-3% (6-21-55) .

.; . . v

.FBI1
PAGE _TWO ' Date:  5/356 e
fff ransmit the following message via AIRTEL T
(Priority or Method of Mailing) - - h .
‘ From SAC, NEWARK (65-4074) - Sl - g
. Te: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) . .7
RE: THOMAS LESSING BLACK
ESPIONAGE - R
. of his concern and desires. BLACK seid he plans to go to =
Wgshington & dsy early and sttempt to influence the g
Committee to agree to & closed session. He seid, however, :

R thet he hes no plans not to cocperete in every way and de- .
finitely will not be a Fifth Amendment witness. Thia s .
furnished for the Buresu's information. e mmrmeARTR e
. - s ) .-\ T e
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dichaole

=

Belmont | -.- -

:.? . #allaoce : .
o : ' Licison - v
C5-87912 BY COURIE2 aumcz
Latas Nay 8, 1956 "
Tor Iirector f )' .
- Central Inte Tigencc Apenecy R
2430 K Street, Northwest R
- Sashtngton, D, C, -
dttenttont ¥Nr, Jumes Anploton e B
3 From: John Ldpar Hoover, Lirector . . LT e
A chcml Bureau of .luvuttgaﬂon * e e i
. Subdjeots JOSEPH KATZ, with altases T S
ER ASPICNAGE - B _ S I s T
- . - . . S S e Ty
. A R :‘." K ,,\
> ‘ Reference ¢8 madc to our prevtoua comuntcattona o

tn thia matter,

Momae Lesaing B.uu:k5 who hae cdntttcd purttctpatiou / \'

in uobtet espIsnA e oD 1947, hos been subpoenaed to

: testi/y besfore the Senate Internal Seourity dubconnittee on _ ; Ay
"7, Moy 9, 1956, JIn the post, Black has tdenti/sec Jonpu Xots uT
¢- - one of his Jovstet espionage superfors. s l' B
In view of your interest In thta natt»r, tt !c Jat - [N
you would want to know of Black's acheduled appearance bcforc
this comnittec, e e -1
A copy of this lettor 18 being jumuhed o 3
Y Auutant dttorney Gcncra.l Ftlltian J‘. Ibnpttns. l‘f:.ﬂi_g,’ TR
L e MOT RRCONRED - -~ =
2- M0 Ibmpktna (by r/e thts date) ;“(, L;AY ‘) ‘l"'.ir A
‘ 2- 85-50181 (Black)! | L TR BT
Dot — ...~ 8EF COVER MEWO Belnont to aoardmn, 5/7/56, capttancd d
— . _* ..  THOMAS LESSING BLACK, ESP-R (JP.
" Ghebe baewig ity
?‘.‘.‘."— JPLtemb (10) L 210
—— W T

- Qinterrowd
‘I’clc lw- ——

H MAY'is U

Ak

-y

i et



-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION gt

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 1. P el

Hq 5, rie
-- . pr. Wintonoald

Toie hu:&;‘..—-'—-
Mr. Hollc1a82 e

AR TEL ] Mies Gaay——

Transait the tollwins TIXEUX message to: ) . .
. | 5 —
. S/Wss Mzo ///

20: . .M. FBI . ‘65'59181)

FROM: SAC, Fhiladelphia (65-4332) » %&
‘RE: THQMAS LESSING ELACK ' : S i e
ESPINAGE = R . : L e ,
¥ I XX F ¥y X ¥ ¥ X 1 . ) rt ]
— . —- - A‘.-__ - ._]

Re Kewark airtel, 5/3/56, which set ferth that nb:.ct R ;
advised he was subpeenaod te appear 10 a.E., 5/9/56 before same Benate _ ' '3\\
Committee, Washington, D, C,, that recently heard testimony ef HARRY - '_ = XN
GOLD snd DAVID GREENGLASS, ELACK expressed concern sbout testifying = . =~ . 2y
4n opcn sessicn, fearing Soviets might still try to seek revenge - ~
en kim, HLACK inquired if FEI ceuld intercede with Senate Cemmittee - "= .- - |
te have bis testimeny heard in clesed session, ELACK wes teld R |
Buresu has no commection with cemmittees and there was mothing =~ . 7

)
A

Bureau could do in this regard, . L el e
. Barean letter 1/30/53 in BLACK case painted eut that en ... - E

page 98 of ELACK!s testimony befare Federal Grand Jury el ph L ‘“'_’ﬁ
RLACE ddentified (il i e S -~
. L - o
b:‘)_ -;_- '~.J8

e R _ Phasan B )
sd That PILIEEY ey poink K5 eR NALK . LD
4 : Cal 2C % -‘-. a,ynbnehalring £

en “Ritury Wbas” R Tadi) L ‘oRplied with these instructions i g
%o advised the ‘Rureau bylétter tated W2/53. {_—f

DR P

Il .

. ly'= Puregn (Registered Mail)
3 - 6559180

T ) e 65=57913 (JOSEPE KATZ) tGU -':“-- :
" 2 = Newark (65-LO7L) (Registered Mail) “ﬂ' 1;~ és' Z’ / jgg’

_ 2 lu York (Info) (Registered Mail)

= 65=15338
o35 Gkt o, g
- ° s Ny
2 - Polladelpils : (/;r&».” . szl .1/‘
b § 65-43 . B2
¥ 1- GoEEmm) T ) é@é
- CSimmt '
%2’( ) 3.,(}19;;‘:;“06) 4&1444/?{ - M . SOM__\J -?or —
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION
o UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE o o
- . - - b ',* : -
Transmit the following Teletype message t0: .~ -
Directer, ¥BI 5/L/56 , e
‘RE: THMAS LESSING ELACK SV
BSPINAGE « R ¥
The last informatden 4n PH files in the JOSEPH KATZ case . .
48 a report ef 64 RICHARD E. BRENNAN, NY, dated 10/30/53, which - _° Lrel
reflects that a secret oomplaint snd warrent 12 outstanding fer .
arrest ef KATZ fer conspiracy to oommit esplonage, Ourrent .htu -
of KATZ case ie mot known to this effice, ST
In view of possible prosecution ef KATZ and msmch -
ELACK was previeunsly csutionsd that any public disclosure en his et DL
part identifying ®JACK® as JOSEPH KATZ might impair future esplenage - - =7
dnvestigations as set forth in PH letter }/21/53, Burean is requested 2a
. | 1to instruct Newark whether ELACK prior to his appesrance befare Senate -
Committee, 5/9/56, shonuld again be reminded te refrain from making - - --—- '
cny statemants relative to WACK's" {dentity, R R N TR
MC CABE e
- . S e *;5"- ~ ¥
‘. - 2e -7 .-

. Approved | Gent______ _Per
S Bpecial Azent in Charge ot e B
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Ojﬁce Memomndum  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Qf//v - e
€0 -_3 L. 7. Boardman ——" DATR: Mgy 7, 2956 .m.dé
. — °

'y
N : . &-ﬂ t
_ CC - Boardman , .'9’,.,."‘ 4
ymOM ¢ 4. H, Bel Nichols - T Pusess e P
4 O Belmont 3 e —
, , Fallace Szeo
ouspcT:  THOMAS LEYSING BLACK Licison et
ESPIONAGE - R « Ffbf'\ﬂL G R'\ "o 0 0\ t“&h Hh-n.__ ’

By cirtel 5/4/56 Philadelphia pointed out subject Aas bun s
subpoenaed to appear bdbefore Scnate Internal Security Subcomittee - }
!
I

5/9/56, Fhile. stated Bulet 1/30/53 in instant case regiewed
T testinop ; kx before FGJ, Phila., and noted Black

: S rin8tructed tha
above info be pointed out to Black in vtew of the fact he-might de
called for public hearing ot a future daote. JFhila, osked if Black\. i
]ahould again be reminded by Newark to refrain from uktng any state i
ments relative to Xatz' identity. = \ t

bi o
It 38 not bel:eued any instructions should be given to Ln.i‘,,- :

Black since to do so would place Bureau in the position of $natruct-3*
3ng G witness to withhold info. from a Senate conmities., > . .¥J‘ \L)

. ACTION: 1) Mnere ts attached a teletype to Icwark, with cc to Phily .y
-‘§nstructing NX that no instructions should be given to Blac
to vithhold tnfo from the committee. JFurther, in the event Black osk¥

M‘fxor‘g.dgf::’_e‘, he ahﬁﬁld be told to tell the truthéi—;q/ﬂ-zy

P e o = --d @ emp e oen

YASE fon * ATTATRED
ey " " IFIRD-y ..
\-E0M o

‘Z-g-.

-—

'.-

/5 .
. . -.,...,,'9, 23 MAY 11 1986 .,_,-,;*.,v‘o
'r?u?é“

S O
46 %Tpkins, coaptioned ”Joaeph Kata, was., ESP-R, " advistng of = """ §
gelgrfg :d:f:eegu m v ib eara.?’;:eeir S0 EPELEERT FEER 166841978, g"’gﬁ? ;
65-59181 iy , to eventually have Xotz returned to U.S. !
JPL:emd (7) ¢ / ‘

: Encloeuresxﬁ)-q,‘ “-;77941 . V( Upe/ \ﬁ‘ ’

ci. 65-§as135(pata) ¥ QP . |
SRt BO10Y (L *r - .f S

-

B X R R Y

EE SN :-":-g._.:;if- - ’ JUNRTY it le o Y oA REEE DAL
2o EiRI - 2)  ghere ts attached OIA with cc 1o 3831&&1&'&3
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Oﬂice Memomndum < UNITED STATES GOVBRNMENT

/i l/ I
"0 i@ {L. V. Boardman 4/‘ t ‘(p ‘DATR: 5-_11 -56 “';g-
T B A . \;f =
. 5 TICKLERS: Boardman M o
—~gRONM $ 14. H, Bel Nichols Porsem
. L . Belmont GIR 8’ a....___
‘ < . Branigan
sosyact: THOMAS LESSING BLACK ¥allace S
o ESPIONAGE « R : _ ? ::::;_:':-—
S | RO B

‘ . Attached *New York Daily News® article dated 5-10-56 captioned
¥Chemist Stole Data For Soviet For 17 Years” regarding which the Director
I ocommented: “Who 18 this?P"deals with .'l'homs Lessing Black. .

T

Black, a registered foreign agent whose regtstration statement
was withdrawn by the Attorney General from public perusal In 1953, aas -
dorn 7-5-07 at Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania. He was interviewed dy the

JBureau on numerous occasions and was cooperative. He has admitted
becoming Involved with the Soviets in 1934. XHe has admitted contacting -
and sometimes furnishing Information to Gatk Owakimian and subseguent
Sovlet espionage superiors iIn 1934-47. IThe Information consisted of .

.~ 3ndustrial secrets (including chemical formulas for penicillin and - ----

sorbdltol) odtained from various companties dy which Black was employed.

In 1947 at his last meeting arrangements were made for fulure contacts.

Black stated he recelved notice of an iIntended contact with the Russians .

on My 22, 1950. He stated he did not comply with his Instructions Jor

-¢8tadlishing this contact. By memorandums4=-30-51 and 5=-20-53 the

Criminal Division of the Department advised no prosecutive action against

Black was contemplated. As result of testimony before the Federal Grand

. -Jury, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, October 2, 3, and 9, 1952, Black

0" was reguested and did regfster under the Foreign Agents Reglstration - - -
uwt, a8 amended. Subseguently his regisiration statement was withdraun
"~ Jrom public examination. g-4-53 the Assistant United States Attorney,
* Eastern District of Pennsylvanta, advised evidence was tnsu.rftctent 2o
-gustain a conviction of Black under perjury, ntsprtc fon of.ﬁlony,
espionage statutes. g

<

- ayanl .

-~

Black recently went into bualneas wtth Percy Ee.l te of the
Helie Chemical Company, Worcester, Massachusetts. This company manu- -.

. Jactures textile specialittes. The actual manyfacture of these ~ . ' .~

" specialities takes place at the plant of the Atlas Refinery Company, * ‘

= - 142 Lookwood Street, Newark 5, New Jersey, and §t is at this docation --..

«f:;' that Blackis presently enploycd. He resides at 708 Eigh Straet, LT
apartnent 82, Newark. _ e e .%_ ﬁ;itéi‘ N

2 .,..-,h " S e

i 4 “on 5-1-56 Black was aubpoemed to appear 5-9-56 before the =% .

Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. He appeared on 5-9-56 and mo -

heard in closed session. His testimony has been secured, s bcmy =

|FPhotostated and will be rcviewed.
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- fhemlst Stole
Data forSowet

(

o “Washington, ‘May 9 (CTPS) —An American
=L ‘ emist confessed to Senate investigators today
: at he had stolen techmcal secrets for a Soviet spy

N (< iring during a 17-year
: , / ’7 L ~C -| period. s

/h‘b \_ \ 2 From 1933 to 1950, the

VYV T witness testified at a closed

gl ) ] session of the Senate In-

) . - Ces . :+{ ternal Security subcommit-

T tee, he supplied Russian

Coeizea e o oo -fi88eNtS with & vast amount
S5k ey - 5 | of material porloined from
R + ™= ‘|l the files .of American €orpo-
rations for which he worked.
Acting Chairman Arthur Wat-
kins (R-Utah) heeded the ehem-
ist's plea that his name and
present place of employment
l should bec coneealed ﬁdmz

further invecﬂntlon. A {sjon

T . on producing the witness at an

R - open helring was postponed wntil
" :pext week,

S ) quutiomnz 8n the rosult of testi-
. y ‘mony last April 26 of Harry
R Tl :Gold, eonvicted atomie Py now

ey Lt .. ng 30 years In prison. In his

dustrial spying.-of a chemist
named Thomnli.. _Black, formerly
-of Jerrey City.

i However, commliitee members
‘would not eonfirm or deny thst

RLOOR DED~u

s i rm e e et 4 my a NCY

testimony Cold described the in- °

) N . Blhck was the chemBTwTT ™V day
Lom TV L _eewferssdapying. o

-

“. Wash. Post and <

“__ o Theehemhtwulummomdfor..

[y

A__Vlush ‘Star
:_‘N Y.Herold "
. Tribune . e 2l

N Y. Mirror ;
~’N. Y. Daily No-lg_ .

Times Herald .
- Wash. News
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“ . New Leader_ B
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e el e - . SGret—Counsel Robert Morris
- aaid the testimony eovered mnot
only “indusirial espionage” but
) plot to do violence to an exiled
Russian leader. In this eonspirs-
¢y, a Rusrian police agent, sct-
ing under cover as 8 Soviet Rad
Crosa representative, was in-
volved, Morris said. N
e The chemist worked for several
. years under the supervision of
Galk Badalovich Ovakimian, ehief
of the Soviet seerét police in the
) United States from 1082 to 1841,
) Ovakimian was arrested by the
- A ' FBI on May E, 1941, but elaimed:
) ; immunity as & Soviet oflicial. e
"wan allowed to leave the United
. - ! Buates, at the suggestion of the
© - State Department, in Joly, 194L
Given a8 Good Job
Cold testifiod last month that
be was out of work in 1933 when
he was given s good rb:l’ Black,

’ o s chemist then employed by the! - .7 . - ...°
ST e et e Holbrook mnu.fumrgax Co. d‘ R
P e Jersey City. ) MRS
L : Cold said Black was a Commo- : .
L ' pist who persnsded him to steal o~
ehemica) secrets from bis en., - - - - .-
. ployer, which ware |
R e . Russian agenta. o :
TR - _— Aa & chemist for the Pennsyl- R
" . . vania Sugar Co., Gold testified, - -
- he rified his employer's files for
blueprints and data which eut-
. ll.nevj> rocesses for the manufac-
- ture os chemicals. Ho turned this
materisl over to Black, who said
4 the Russians soch
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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST

' COPIES AVAILABLE.
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1. % Cmap__
I Fel : 4} Mr. Buluoat =1
~ t"-,, 'hun\
10:20 8.m. Date: S5/11/56 50 | Mr. Mony
noT ‘ : ?R Mr. Purson
Transxzit the follocwing message vig AIRTEL R B 2!:-. Rose
- RZGISTERED MAIL pop, am
/ <Ko ANIL '.c_“
; (Priority or Method of Mailing) - Lir. ‘ m'"'fl“d_
A Tele. vom_____
F e-%7¢ <o i ) ' h,u m
rom SAZ, NEWARK (65-4074) [/ Huaouh;w“‘
R - ) ‘-‘—-‘_
To: /DIRECTCOR, FBI (65-£9181) S——

l‘;>1 - Neua;\/%és-hO?h)
;S!' hﬂg‘ b 1‘ﬁ\

THCMAS LESSIKG BLACK
ESFIONAGE = R

Re Newerk sirtel 5/3/56

Cn 5,12 /55, E‘:jAS_BH’CP appeared et Newsrk Orfice
end he relected thet he hezd gone to Wweshington, D.C., on

>

f'
y.) L. '

5/8/56 snd wes interviewed by ROBERT MORRIS of the Senste
- ternal Security Sub-Committee for a couple of hours, rt
which time, BLACK gave him a complete statement of his pest

ectivities,
would give ccnsideretion to not meking his

and wculd discuss the metter with the FBI.

BLACK asdvised that the next dsy, he sppesred
The Commfitiee

befsre the Cormittee for sbout an nour.

He seid MORRIS edvised him that the Committee

testimony public

menz:re hed cories of his statement ané, egltkough he hed not

P&r{ér“

best of his recocllection.:

¢4 or signed it, he swore to it being the truth to the
One of the employees of the

Cormlttec told BLACK that they might wicsh to talk to hinm

sgein at a leter date, but mede no errangements at thet time. ..

. ELACK said he 1s still worried for fear the Committee
will went him to tectify In open cegssion or migrht meke his .
did not kxnow that they planned

Even though he wes not
in its srticle, named BLACK

testimony of 5/9/56 pudblic. =e
to give anything to the press.

R

identified, the "New York News"
gs the po<sib1e unidentified industrisl chemist, who hed {7
testified on 5/9/56, BLACK £51d he is worried ebout losins g

his
for e number of yeers.

Zob, even though his employer has known of his activities PzL/
He seid the newspsper_ erticle

indiceted he had worked for _the Sovieis until 1950, wherees
he éctuelly broke with the Communists_4in 1936 end completciy

broke awey from Redicél ectivities in 16L0.
showed only that he hed been contacted by So

s 1950,

ey - 97
f;,j <~ Bureau QbS-=9181) (RM) RECCRDED - 9
1 - Philedelphis (65=4332)(RM)

FCL/%ar

) rmem

. |°p&i'-l chrt {n Charg~

Approvea: Sent

0

LS

6’9\. . % g -
P 3 -

Hii .te:x timony o
ZS' 5'9/3/—397

1.
we 0 - 'k '.L'.'-:_\

7
, (" 8]
_ Per —{!‘!2’—
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Dcte:

Transmit the following message via e

PAGE TWO R
(Priority or Mc:hod of Mailing) =T

From SAC,

To:

TIOMAS LESSING BLACK
ESPIONASE - R

BLACK requested to know whzther, in the event hise
erxployer should guestion his truvthfulnzas:-, tne Buwr eau coulc
tel) nis erxrloyer thst he has teclc the truth. i<hen informed

. thet this wes not possible, he wented to know if he could
bring hic errloyer to the Newsrk Office for e discuscsion of
hics cese. BLACK wse tolé that this of fice would be unable
to furnisr’'eny informetion to his employer. Le said his
employer is PzZRCY RELIE, who knew of his pest sctivities in’
19250 eré wze interviewed by the Buresu et that time. He '
said that “=LIE wes out of town on 5/10/56 but thet he knew . .-
thet ELLCK was to testify or 5/9/5¢(. BLACK said he felt that

dELIZ will believe thet ne hes tcld the truth end he

- should reelize that if ELACK wes further involved, he would
heve been prosecuted the same as HARRY GOLD. -

ELACK §z1d he understood thst the Buresu could not
give out asny informetion ernd epreared relievec after discussing

the metter, He advised thet he would inform this office of -
any subsequent developments. o

FOSTER

. -Apptoved: » ‘ Se;zt
g PP . Szecicl Agent in Charg~

[P P i —
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Oﬁice Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT .

ﬁh::ﬁ,/) Director, FBI (65-59181) DATE: 5/1/36 ..
J FROM 1 SAGC, Phiisaelpnia (65-5332) - ‘" L
(M C: |
SUBJECT: THOMAS LESSING BLACK,

ESPIONAGE - R .
(00 - Newerk) A .

ke Pnilacelphia letter 3/27/56 and hewark .
letter L/zl/56.

Referenced Newark letter advised that subject
" mentioned tn: only ltems ol his property still in the
possessicn of the Philadelphia OfI'ice that nhe is interested
in receivinz at some future aate are trour bookiers listed .
- 88 Iter 9 in rererenced Ybilecelpnie letter. Tnese booklets
are &s tollows:

“program of the Cc.xnunist Internutionale"
copyrighted in 1929 by the Workers )
Librery rublisbers (Phiiecelpniu f'ile
locution 65-4332-1iB-19 (12);

Uore Comnunist rarty - A Manuul er Orgenizatica"
¢y J. PslERS, published July 193> oy

Workers Liorary;Publishers (rbiladelphia
Tile location bs-u33?-13-19 (13)

Ypclitical Educetion = Thé Ultimate Ainm" by
Intcrnutional Publishers (Philadelprhia tlle
location b5-}35e=1E=15 (1)

"Political Educetion - Cnlel Etages in History
of CP, SU" by International Publishers
(Fhilswelphiu file location 65-4332-13-19 (1)

2 - Bureau (65-59101) (REGISTERED MAIL)
2 - Newark (65-L074)(REGISTERED MAIL)
1 - Pnilscelphie (65-L332) R

-
- ¢ s
Lk

_ CSicip
v, (5) 3

. 3?(9)9-’
anrA
5 MPY 25390F




Director, FBI 5/11/56

RE: THOMAS LESSING BLACK
EEPICNAGE - R

Re Newark letter ulsc mentloneé BILACK wase told
the above bocklets would not be destroyec¢ but would be
. reteinec by the Philucelphia Office until such tine as he
requests their return. Newark instructea rhiiascelphia to
aavisze if tni: arrangement wes satisfactory and it so,
proper notttion shoulc be made on the rhilawelpnis exnibics
80 that they wouid not be destroyed in the future.

This is to udvise Mewark vhat the above arrangement
is satisrucuvory. Appropriute notetions have been mace on
the pertinent Fhiledelphia exnibits (65-4332-1B-19 (12), (13),
(l;), and(l>) 80 thut tmey will be avaiiaple when EBLACK
requests their return.

Inasmuch us work involving the disposition of
BIACX's property hut been finished ana uall other investigation
has been completed in tnls off'ice, this cuse is consicered RUC.
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STAani~ ok F,. .
Oﬁic‘e Meﬂzomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

b ¢ : L. V. Boardman fl Y "DATE: Mey 17, 1956 -

7 g
rRoM : A, H. BR(vgnt Ticklers: Bocrdman . goiim
e “—:?\" Belmont MI =
O Branigan /¥ :
SUBJECT: THOMLS LiESSING BLACXK - Short Parsons
Testimony Before Senate Internal vaellace :"“
Security Subcommittee (uastland Committes), : Nevor
May €, 1956, .'lashinzton, L. C., _ Yinterroa d
Executive session, Volune 37, ' ::}f;"}:‘"’—
and ¥ey 9, 1956, Jeshington, D. C., -
Lxecutive Session, Volume 3€ ( W

Stenorsraphlc transeript of captioned tectinoqy was
reccived frcem tne Zcstland Committee. Prnctostets made of inay 6 .
and G, 1656, testimony and original:returned to Comzittes. Eastland -
Cormmivtee heering held for purposes of incuiring into scope of
Sovi:t activities in the United States. \\

Testimony of Black on May 8, 1956, consisted of his
furnishing the story of his 1nvolvcmcnu in Sovizt esplonage and .. ]
wae takon vithout any oath heving been adruuinistered. His testimony-
on ey 9, 196, consicted of a brief resume uncer oath covering

{testimony given May 8, 1956. The informctlon contsined in Blackt!s -
{t testimony is not nzw to tne Bureau and no actlion is required.
However, Black cid stete in his testimony of iey 0, 1956, which

was not repeated in his testimony of way 9, 1956, that he hied as |
his superior at one time {atz. No Turther 1dc‘~1fy1nc 1n£ownatf/£
beyond Katz's name was {furnlshed. L

-

HIREAORDED COPY ALED IN

(o)
~

RS- 390

\
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65-55181 -
> Ta_.2 NAY 221956 ;;;f SERAR N

cec - 62-86217 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Roerdman

By letter .lso dated iiay U, 1956, both CIA end

AAG Tompkins were advised under caption "Joseph Ketz, was.,

Espionage

- R" thet Joseph Katz's name had arisen in the

testimony of Earry (old before the Eastland Cormittee.
Tnerefore, it i1s rot necessery to notify Cii and £4AC Tompkins
again of Ketz's name arising in testinony before rLastland
Committee, in this instance in Rluck's testimony in exedutive

session.
ACTION:

testirnony
executive
Cormmitc 20
ard since

None. Since no new information is reported in the
o Slack &nd Protostats of liay € and 9, 1956,
session testimony by Black before the .astland -
heve bien placed in Blazcli's investigatlve file,
Ci.,. and AAG Tompkins heve been advised of a prior

instance of disclosure of Josedh katz's na.ce in testimony
tefore the Zastland Committee, no further &ction by thne

Burseal is

necessar;.
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Transmit the following message via AIRTEL H” ,1'::1‘:;—--... .
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Mr g e
From SAC, ACWARK (65'4071‘) / Diic }“éné;m* }
—_—
To: IRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) A
0 //: P e AN
THCMAS LESSING BLACK, was ./ i 4 P
ESPIONAGE - R - -
00: Newark (35
5 .
TIOMAS_BLACK appeared at the Newark Office May 15,

1956 and exhibited a letter he received from ROBERT MORRIS .. .. ;
The letter,
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¢f the Senste Internal Security Subcommittee.
dated Mcy 10, 16506, stated that the committee members decided
thet BLACK should testify in public session for his own good
to clear the record, for the good of the country, and to

establish BLACK's "place 4in history".

MOREIS stated in the letter that he would talk

‘to BL..CK's employer before he testified.

MORRIS also told

JBLACK that the committee had discussed the matter™ts the.. .-
nBI and the FBI told ther that a decision to have BLACK .
testify publicly would in no way effect his future usetulness.,,:

BLACK

salé he talked to MORRIS on the telephone

‘and MORRIS wants him to appear Thursday morning, May 17,

1956.
LIE had no obJjection to BLACK'Ss testifying.

he, BLACK, supervises the production of these chemiczls, r
Neither he nor EELIE are employed or paid by Atlas Refinery.aye:;v

3

MORRIS talk=d to PERCY HELIE, BLACK's employer and

However,
according to BLACK, officlals of the Atlas Refinery Inc.,
Newark, N, J. are concerned about the matter although they
have said nothing to him.

~ He explained that he works for HELIE who sells
certain chemicals which are made at the Atlas Refinery and

..
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Date: §/16/56 : _:5;":1". .

Transmit the following message via AIRTEL 2 -

(Friori.y or Method of Mailing)
From SAC, NEWARK (65-4074)

To: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181)

THOM/.S LESSING BLACK, was
ESPIONAGE - R -

PAGE TWO

BILCK is concerned that the committee will not
bring out tiie complete story of his operation in order to
clarify his roll as a Soviet Agent.

. BLACK 1s planning to telephone MORRIS in an attempt
to get more time to discuss the details of his case before
testifying and 8180 to request MORRIS to contact the President
of the Atlas Refinery Company to explain the matter to him.
BLACK was given r.c advise in this matter.

BLACK also mentioned the possibility of the Soviets
jecontacting hir alfter he testified. He was tcld that he
should immediately notify this office if he is ever 8¢
.Jcontacted.

Furnished for information.

E}‘D......'...................Fosm

' if
$

Approved: . — _ Sent — M Per
“~o=¢ {n Chrra
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0 1 DIRECTCR, FB: (65-59181) DATE:  5/31/56
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- FROM V ( V‘]sac, PLILADZLPHEIA (65-11332) : R
SUBJECT: THOUAS L. 'ELACK, was, Tasso
ESPIONAGE -~ R T

+ Om S/18/56, Xr, noaaxs\yamnmu, 1818 North 15th Street, 2 T
..~ Readinz, voluntarily appeared at the Reading Resident Agency, stating -
/ *  that he wished to furnish information on the subject. He stated
that he sax an e-ticle in the local press indicating that the subject
had iestified before some conzressional camittee regarding his
expionage activities in beh2lf of the Russians, FRIEIMAN stated that
" he, himself, is presently employed by the J. C. Ehrlich Campany aof
Reading., He cane to know the subject when they were students at the
Pennsylvania State Collezes FRIEDMAXN stated that he attended college
from 1926 to 1930, graduating in the latter e ar, The subject was
tnable to graduate because of a lack of money,

PR 7~ T

FRIEDMAN recalled that the swbjezt W2 a roommate, with whon
he wags very close. 7This roommate was nar2¢ FERDIN/ND FELLE:... FRICDMAN
state?.that he lest saw HELLER around 1931 at which time HELLER resided
at 195 VWest Chav Street, Philadelphiz, Pa, FRIZDMAN recalled that
they called the subject Tasso when they attended college, but he had
no idea where the nicknare originated. In addition, FRIEDLAN
stated that he cannot racall that the subject or HELLER were interasted
ir Communisn, but he did recall that they passed out tracts put <L
out by the Anerican Associstior for the Advancement af Atheigm, )

Arounc 1930 or 1931, FRIEDMAN was experiercing dif Mculty im .. .
ebtaining empioyment as a teacher, He recallsd that he went on a
hitch=-hiking trip with HELIER to sees the former's uncle in Macssachusetts., ./~
They stopped o?f to see the subject in Newark, He recalled that the ’}’}
subject lived in an apartment house development, possibly ewned by the
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DIRECTCR, PBI 5/31/56

THOMAS L. BLACK, wa., Tesso
ESPFIONAGE - R )

Xetropolitan Life Insurarce Company. There was a fourth individugl
presert, but he cculd not remsmber who it was., The subject spent most
of ris time with HELLER and FRIEDMAN, but he coulc not recall azwthim;
of sigrificance that was discussec.

FRIEDVNAN staled that toward the end of Worlé ®War II, he was

erplcyed as & Process Engineer by the Sperry Gyroscope Company at Lake
Success, N.Y. He was working on the develcprient of the gyroscope, which
was clascified worke Although he had mothirg to do witk it, be was .
- aware that the firm wes also doing soza classified work for tke Bavy, =
vhich was some cort of an aiming device to be used by plares. He knew
that the instrument invoived the use of mirrors and that it was used -
ir compuling range and speecd of a plane. ¥r, FRIEDKAN stated that was
all he krev. about the project, and thzt he never had access to it.

The subject was still residing in Nevark at that times TRIEDMAN
recalled that he visited the subiect about three or four times., BHe ‘
recalled that the subject asked Lir & gereral question suck as what he
was doing at the Syerry Oyroscope Company. FRIEDYAN stated that ke
never toid the subject what type of wark he was doing because of its -
confidentie) nature, He recalled that the subject also ceked soxe -
" .general questions about the computing device mentioned above., FRIEDVAN -

‘ stated he pointed thi: oct to ircicate that the suiject wes aware of

" the projects 1In adcition, FRIECMAN stated that he cannot recall exactly

what the subject's questions were, although he recalled that they were

general in nature, FRIEDMAN stated that at any rate, he could not have

talked about the projest if he had wanted to because he had no informa- '
tion concerning it except ac set out above, Mro, FRIEDMAN stated that

the subject never attemptec vo recruit him for expiorage purposec.

He did recall that the subject had invented sore type of medical
- cream uhicn could bs used as a base for medicines and which womld not
cause a scat or wound to adhere to a bandage. The subject scld his -
rights to this eream to sore firm in New York City for $3,000. On 5/21/56,

" Mro FRIEDVAN called and advised that the firm in question was the Fin. a =
- Organics Cozparny, 211 East 19th Street, New York City. idendd

~
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DIRECTCR, FBI 5/31/56

- THOVAS L. BLACK, wa., Tasso
ESTIONAGE - R

Mr, FRIEDMAN stated that in thinking back over Lis contacts
with the subject, he reczlled that the subject was always aprrehensive.
He recalled that when Le came to visit the subject always looked domn
the hzll in tack of hir as if he were locking to see if anyorc else
were there., Fz recelied thet be anc tle subject very often tzlked
over old timec on a perk bench and that when they returned t¢ the gub-
Ject!s apartnent, the subject always inspected every room as if to
determine ii aryrone had been in the apartment. In addition, he stated
thaet the only remark thet he recalled about Russia wacs when the subject
askecd him what he ganned to do after the war, When FRIEDVAN replied
that he did nct krcw, the subject told him that he could get a good job
in Ruscsia,

The ordy arrperent idertifiable reference to MORRIS FRIEDKAN
in the Philsdelphia files is contained on page 175 in the report of
SA WILLIAM B. WZLTE, J~., Fhiladelphia, dated 7/26/50, in captioned
m2tter, copies of which were furrished to Newerk. ELACK apparently
was questioned regarding a MOFRIS FRTEDVANe BLACK related this
incividual liveZ at £37 Nortk 11th Street, Rsading, anc was his
roomrate at Pennsylvania State College for two semesters, On one
occasion after BLACK started working for Berg Latoratczdes in Philadel-
" phia, FRIELY/N saw him socially in FPriladelphia. No other information
is mentioned concernin: FRIEDLUN,

Since ELAX has aways maintained be engaged only in industrial
espionage, it might be well to determine why he was askirg FRIEDUAN about
confidential Navy work at Sparry Gyroscope Compary toward the end of
¥World Bar II, as mentioned by FRIEDLAN.

Priar to any re-imtervies with BLACGK, New York is requected’
to attenpt to identify the project involving the Navy confidential
work on computinc devices that were handlod during World Tar II by the
Sperry Qyroscope Company, Lake Success, N.Y., and as described in mare _. .
detail by FRIEDK'N in this letter. LB

If New York is success”ul in obtaining more detailed infore " -,' .
pation concerring the above Navy classified contract, Newark is re- .
quested to re-interviem BLACK regarcing his association with FRIEDMAY,
It should then be determined how BLACK knex about the confidenticl
Navy project at Sperry Gyroscope and why he was qQuestioning FRIEDMAN




DIX=CTOR, FBI 5/31/56

THQ'AS L. BLACK, wa., Tasso
ESFICRAGE - R

about the project. AL the conclusion af the interview, he could be
ecked wnether this interest in the Sperry Gyroscope Company and the
con{ idential work at Sperry was for the benefit of the Russians,

.
P ATV e e
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(orig & 1) June 12"-2,956.;"

T SAC, Ncw Yori: (65-15338)
RECORDED - g¢  Dicector, Fil (65-59161)~39Q e »

THO:AS L. BLACK, was
ZSPICNAGE = E

] Be Philacdelphia let dated 5-31-56 in above-captioned
amlter. - o

Ne:w York will fmrediately handle thre lc:? set oud in

< \rejerenced letter to identijy the pro,)cct involving conficential
..,'f work Jor tie MNavy on cormputing devices wiich wis hundled during
L’i 'World Dar II b, the Sperry Gyroscope Comrpany, Lakc Succesc,
‘W i New York, cs deacrfbe' In more dctall by Xorris Friecman ln

referenced letier. oo

~ .
¥ A ‘The Newark Office, on receirt of the results cf
2O New York inbestthtzo/ requesied above, is gutnorizel to re-
,f'w {nterviex Tiiormis L. Black regarding his associition with Lorris ' .
' ' Priedrarn. It shouli be detcrntned hew Black learned of the -
congicenticl lavy project at the Srerry Gyroscop‘. Cor:pary and
why he gquestioned Xriccaraii about ti:at project. Black should also
be asked whether hic interest in the Sperry Gyroscope C‘or-\zny
. and {ts eoniderniicl work u:s to obtain Information for tae . S
-  beneyit of the Ruscians. Seer UL
. ) ¢ ctated above, MNeiv Yor: will hunldle rezussted Ingulry
e | Tinm e’lutclJ so that Mewurlr ciin interview Plick 2al report the :
'/‘\‘_./ resuvlits oy said fm.ervze.u prorptl:. .

r":n:" . Zhe above matter must reccluvc cortinuous srzervicion
" ‘and attentior. until resolved as Black kas always miintatned that
he encaged only {r. industrial esrionage for the Jussians.

CC -2 = )Vemr;k (65-4024)

I7ET 8 .
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wee —_ ' See note on pane two.
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Black was born 7=5-07 in Pennsylvenia ard , is
a renistered forciar acenit whose registraticn staterent wmas
withrevm from pullic perusal in 1953 by the Attorney Gereral. .
e has claired that hie was engaged only Iin industrial espionage
Jor the Soviets. On 6-4-53 the Assistant U. C. Attorneis,
Tastein District of annSJzaﬂnza, advised that evidence
deuclokc’ wIe in:&f‘zczert po sustain 2 conviction of Rlack _
unler zorjur, S”evz"zon of michrision c¢f felorn, ani espicnage
s Jtus. Lc anpecred hefore the Senaic Internal Se:uritu '
Sulcorriittee 57@0@/77-5b in Fashington, 5. Co Cn 5-18-56
Iorris Triecwun veluntarily cppeared atl our SJeudiryg, Fennsylvania,
resiienri agercu and volunteercs information concerning .his -
relatiornshir with Thoras J,. Black. A4As a result, a question - -
has ¢riscr as to whether Rlacik, due to questions askea ‘
Sriedman concerrzrg Friecmar's emplover, Sperry Guroscope -
Cormzaryy, might noi hare lteern enczged in espionzge as dzstznguzs%er
frem industricl esnionige as he has clways contended. INue to ., |
this fact the Vew Tork and lewark Cffices have been reguestel to
recclve ine cuestiors raised by Friefmar'’s irjormalion Immedliately.
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TO  + L. V. Boordmen 4.y DATE 5-19-56 -~
- ."\. i )
i ,/ ; .
FROM : Ae He Belzont*
{ . /- ) ) Bel-oox
SUBJECT: TH 0iiAS LESSING BLACK ot ———
ESPIONAGE - R . ' Rosen
. Taoe
Nease
. Winterrowd ___
‘- Pursucnt to Xr. Nichols' reguest;information, Tele. Rooa —
concerniay cubJect'° “eyree oy coopercvion with Bureau; es té Gandy

Lepartre.tal o.inions conx cernzng prosecution of nub.;cct, as to
whether subjesct testified in Lbruhanr Brothman Ccse, and as to sub;ect's
resznt e--Toync.. s tuciion cs koown to 2urccu, is sct orvt. :

Subject was first interviewed 5~31-5C due to cssoci.tioa with

Harry Gold enc staied ne nad no reason to coubt Gola's loyclty. Gold,

who confessed ¢ S-22-50 to hcuin; been Klcus ¥uchs'’ Americon coniect, on
6-2, 4, 5=50, gave statements aounsinb Blac#x had recruited Aim into
Soviet espioncge a:..g¢ thet he ‘had told Blecik of his connectior with *

Fuchs. Blaock was reinterviewed 6-15-50 and adnitted uzeeting Golc after
Fuci.g! aerrecst anc being tolc Gold w:s Fuchg! anmcricen contact. He 3
clcined he wes scare: of Scvi.ts and regretted Ais inaction, i.e, aot
telling TBI. We st..ted he iished to coopercte anc thereafter was .
intarviewec on AumcrousS 0€casions anc Jur:ished information unkaown to
Bu-eau concernin. his activities. MHe aanitted he was [first involved witl
fsoviets in 1934; th t he contactec and sorneiines furaished injormation to
Y2air Ovakinian cnd subseguent espiona:e superiors ia 1934=47. The
o;nfornctzon ccasicted of industrial secrets (including chenical formulas
gfor penic: :11in cn sorbitol) obtained from various cowupunies by which
etpxoyea. He hcs a,parently coopcr ted in the iceatificcition of ..i8
hnooviet essicnuge sup.riors. The Bureauv'’s knowledge of Black's activities
{13 linitec in moc t P-Tt To nis acnissions.

By menrorcnda 4£-30-81 ané 5-20-53 the Crzutnal Division of ‘the
,dgpartment acdvised no prosecutive action against Black was contempluted.
+£5 0 recult o tectimony b-fo-e the Federal Greand Jury, Eastern District
of Pennsylvcn;a, 10-2, 3, Y=52, Bluck was recguestec and cid register under
Foreign agents ngazstrav;on Ac,, as aenended. JSudseqguently the e
Dec:rtment on 5-20 53 advised his registration 8totement was witiidravn
fron public eraiin.ticn due to fact he stated he would report any ju
contacts with Sovict ucents to lLurecu. Cn 6-4-53 tie issistont USA d/r
East:rn District of Pennsulucnii, advigec euvidence znqujxcicnt to sustain
a ccnyiction unier ;churL, rissrision of feloay ané espionoge. statutes.

65-55181 LT Mg,
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Memorandum for Xr. Boardiman

) Black wcs issued a subpoenc to.testify ad a witness in the
Abrchar Brotanca Cose but wis not called to testify. (65-59181-288)
Black's first public appearance w:s to testify before the Senate
Interncl Security Subcommittee, reportedly 5-17-56.

Informction cs to Blcck's present emplo .ment situaiion was
Juratshed by our Jorrl (Sfice §-17=8C 5 airici. oluck appeared at
Hewark C*r/ice 5-15-55 cnd ccvicsed he uorks for Percy Helie who sells
certain cheimiculs proiuced at Atlcs Refinery, the proiuction of which
s succrvised dy Black. Jw2ither Black nor Helie are employed or
‘paid by Atlas Refinery. Bluck exiiibited letter dated S5-10-56 from
Robert Lorris stuting the Senute Interncl Security Subcommitiee had
decided he sho.ld tesiijy pudlicly. Mkorris stcted ne would talk to
Black's erployer rrior thereto and also stated FBI hcd told Commitiee
thct the FiI had stated Elack's public testimoany woulZin .io way affect
his future usefulness. Jccording to Black, iorris tciked to Pcroy
Helic w:o did not objec:i to Black's tesiifuing. Bleck advised he was
gein; te recuest Lorris to contact the president of Atlas Refinery Company
to exulain the matier to him as Elack stated officials of the latter -
company were concerned althouyh tazsy fac scid aothin: to him. Jdlack
wes given no gduicc ¥n this mutier by the jewcrk Of jice.
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- Mr. Pareone._ . __ |
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méwPE ¥4 g e —
V4 \ r. Nease: {
S Ar. Winteroivd |
FE1 NEWARK 5-21-5¢ . 12-35 AM ET | Tele Reon____
.\ir. Holoman ]
DIRECTOk FBI AND SAC PHILADELPHIA DEFERRED [N=&ny—]
FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND PHILATELPHIA - @M““:I.;,

THOMAS LESSING BLACK VISITED NEWARK OFFICE ON FIVE TWENTY FIFTYSIX TO
ADVISE THAT ROBERT MORRIS , CHIEF COUNSEL FOR SENATE INTERNAL af'
SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE, HAS MADE ARRANCEMENTS FCR ELACK TO CONTACT

A REPRESENTATIVE OF A NEW YORK CITY NEWSFAFER ON MAY TWENTYONE

REGARDING PRELIMINARY ARRANGEMENTS FQR AN ARTICLE OR A SERIZS OF
ARTICLES ON HIS CAREER. BLACK STATkD THAT IF DESIRABLE HE WOULD
CLEAK ANY FCRTHCOMING ARTICLES WITH THIS BUREAU. BLACK ALSb STATED
" THAT HE URGED HAKRY GOLD SEVERAL TIMES TO GET OUT OF ESPIONACE FOR THE
SAKE OF HIS FAMILY. BLACK ASKED AGENTS TO CONFIRM THIS WITK GOLD AFlER
COLD=-S ARREST. ELACK IS UNAWARE OF RESULTS TO CONFIRM ABOVE AND NOW
'DESIRES SAME FOR AKTICLE. REVIEW OF INFC IN NEWARKK FILES AND ‘
TELEPHONE CALL TO PHILADELFHIA OFFICE REFLECTS BURLAU HAS NC -

DESIRE TC CINSOR BLACK-S ARTICLES. ELACK WILL RECONTACT NEWARK OFFICE
IN A, M, THIS DATE AND WILL BE ADVISED NO CLEARANCE NECESSARY .

HAND THAT RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH GOLD CANNOT BE MADE KNOWN TO HIN.

peis

—
.

-

END | = )/

FOSTER ' ' : |
COPIES DESTROYED RECORDED - 5¢ J
R47 NOV 21 1360
~ ACK PLS ' -‘i.fnis..?/ g - {g
WA E"'va’.}"_ B \

... PETESOR OK FLI WA 0711 LO R e /\ M ‘ v,
e B : : ﬂ}r

X .- (’"f: Y

- . " \

4 0 FEI PHFES ¢ .-

C e r—————p BT e

P I L SR L I

o - ——n-




g O g -
i - .
Tickler - Mr. Gregg
) Sy:r v
A, b Maz 3, 1950
(Orig. & 2) T .
treetor, v 71 (10Ge3u17y) 7=/
EZnelogure ) N
e3="=Cutce:n (103«13108) (Zrelosurs ) .
re-2=T08 An-olae (10021457, (Znclosurs 1)
ec=Cal-w Lore (15375« ) (FueYosure ) -
p‘l.."- vb)‘-r(. (]f"n.. frh) (Ebg‘gn\‘ln’ 1)
creednn Vranctin~o (‘,0.’-""}35) (2onlrerra 1) .
rrelelingttlo (lf'cﬁlf"”t') (i g ire 1’
cnaDaliiallsater ) le 0 (10 10 7%:Y) (Lzaolospre 1) v
cr=laliziztg Fite (Gfhe! O%L MTriren Lasety, c Slece Y lTnel mura 1)
/et-/l-Bufile 65-59181 (Thomas Lessing Black) .
E¥G:8sp Y &
(21) L =
v"»“ - =
N >

P
| 2"
T T e Ik is
r,:_ e " CCETAINEZD
e v.- v' - ,‘P:?_I -
p I s
. _ ~ e L 00
Tolsos TS
Boardman P
Nichols i
Belmoa: .
Harts - "'_ R
Mo ! \ 1
Parsoos - ___ L e
Sasen 5t "
Tame _' . v
$izoo A
. Bintervowd

Tllt lomg:g

Gld)

.

| Jlm S wdb

ME  MAY U 1256

——

VYOLLOW
DUPLICATE

MAY 9 - 1956

MaiLEo

65— . ﬁl?l-



A . - L I . Tr . N - -
PrIBFILLY T e e TS JNY v St ahenci e,

=ttt (:) -
eaw?]ﬂ!ﬁﬂﬂrzr~5%’!&j~ .

— - AR ,‘" ‘. -
c, 97 7, 25

Revised April 27, 1956
Fashington, D. C. (B) ., -

Name BLACK, - THOKAS LESSING : -
Aliases Dr, .Thomas LJﬁalaqk; Tasso Lessing Black, .
.. Tor Black, LessiefBlack, Tom Wright, Tom - -
“” Janes, Harold L.“Jones, @Georgé Williams,
-Bob, "poc!

Nationality Anerican )
Description (Photo available)

Sex Male

Race White

Age 48 (1956) -

Born 7-5-07, Bloomsburg, FPo

Height S'33"

Keight 200 1bs.

Build Kecvy

Eyes Blue; wears glasses

Hair Light brown, wavy

complexion Light, ruddy

Scars and marks Burn scars on entire left <rm and shoulder,:

Sront of neck and left ear. ’
Peculiarities High, square forehead; flat feet;

incessant smoker; ules long, black
cigarette holder . . -

lMaritcl Status Single RN

Occupction Chemist _ -

Employment T S T
15 WS35

American Cyaenanid Co., Linden, N.J. (1929-30)

Holbrook Manufacturing Co., Jersey City, N.J. (15930-83)

National 03l Products Coy, Harrison, N.J. (1933-44)

Consultant, Fine Organics, Inc., New York Citty (2944-45)""‘
AR iiN

Consultant, Spruce Chemical Co., Pnterson,~5hdk (1946)';3%;§£i'
Consultant, Chﬁs. ¥. Berg Laoboratories, Philadelphia, Pb.%é§$1‘~-

(1945-55) Cle:figd by'b LT A
) . o Eempt -, Catepury
o1 Atlas Refinery, Inc., Newark, N.J. (1955 -e&f’ . mmagggéa:*‘;
<~ IXTrzatrex conrar _ . OIAR N 1898, 1. ./
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Organizations SCQF T
. Member, CP, USA under name of Harold L. Jones (1832-33) -
* Memder, Socialist Party (1937) :

Menmber, Sociulist Norkers Party under name of Tom Jones
(1938-41)

Residence
265 East St., Bloomsburg, Pa. (1907-29)
577 Madison Ave., Elizabeth, N.J. (1928- )
112 ﬁ'e§tfie2d Ave., Elizabeth, N. J.
116 Anna St. Elizaobeth N.J.
654 Bergen Ave., Jersey City, N.J.
57 Sip Ave., Jersey City, N.J.
Mayflover Apts., 65 Tonnell Ave., Jersey City, N.J.

( -1933) S
55 Ozford St., Newark, N.J. (1933-37) o
1?7 Ozford St., Newark, N.J. (1937=49)

Majestic Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa. (part time)
1749 N, Mascher St., Philadelphia, Pa. (1945-46)
43 W. Gravers Lane, Philadelphiac, Pa. ((1946) e T
2124 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa., (1947-48)

1908 pallas St., Philadelphia, Pa. (1948-50)

1929 N. 6th St., Philadelphia, Pa. (1950-1954) -

5§80 Fest Berks St., Philedelphic, Pa. (1954-1955)

R.D. 1, Englishtown, N.J., ¢/o Victor Decker, Jr. (1955-1956)

"—r—:- "

708 High St., Newark, N.J. (1956- ) CIE
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‘.é Pennsylvania State College (1925-29-not gracuated). RE

Rcucation

Espionage Activity

o1l

In 1934, Black contacted Gatk B. Ovakimian (Soviet
espionage agent) ot Amtorg Trading Corp., New York City

to odbtein employment in USSR at which time he was recruited
into Soviet Intelligence., Altho claiming to have been an
unwilling and uncooperative agent, Black has cdmitted
Jurrnishing unclassified industrial information (including
data concerning penicillin and sorbitol)to Ovakimian and
to sudbsequent Soviet superiors, Paul Petersen, "carl,”
"eeorge'" (Scmen Yarkovich Semenov), Dr. Robert Swartez
(Gregori L. Rabinovitch), "John" (Nikolai N. Erchov) and
"Jack" (Joseph Katz) during 1834-47, In 1935, he was
instrumental in recruiting Harry Gold into Soviet )
intelligence, introducing him to hés then Soviet superior, .
Paul Petersen,

According to Black, he Joined the Socialiast Workers Party
(Trotskyite) at Petersen's suggestion to serve in an
intellic.nce capacity. He also stated that in 1938 Gregort
Rabinovitch urged him to go to Mezxico to work his way into
the home of Leon Trotsky (assassinated in 1940), which
assignment he had refused. '

In 1943-44, Black served a8 courier between Joseph Katz
and ¥illiam K. Stapler (deceased), delivering message
and funds to latter, an employee of Hercules Powder (Co.,
¥Wilmington, Delaware, who had allegedly sold technical
information to the Soviets.

Black has admitted having received funds, gifis and
laboratory equipment from his various Soviet superiors.
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Oﬂice Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ‘

=z, st
TO *  Mr. Tolson % 2 ] & DATE: 5.23-56
//{‘ ,:l‘:h-t:l
FROM L. B. Nich%&\\(
suect: . THOMAS L.”BLACK ' ’,::};m
BUREAU FILEQ 65-59181 veg—
! © Nem
A, Black has admitted engaging in industrial espionage on ;ief;w";::u o
behalf of the Scviet in testimony before the Senite Internal Security Holloman

Gandy

Subcoinmittee. ke hns been interviewed many time<s by Eureau Agents )
and has been most cooperative. Press reports stated he had been dismissed
Friday, May 18, from the Atlas kefining Company in Newark where he worked *4 .
‘as 2 chemist. e ‘M }

For record purposes Tom Buchanan, Washington representahve of f
the Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger (telephone MEtropolitan 8-0823) at 12:45 p.m
5-21-56 telcphoned Wick and made reference to Black's dismissal.

L&
,‘

1,
s

L IR I i

Buchanan said he understood the Director bad in the past made -
relerences in 2rticles and speeches to the public service rendered by former -
l::vomrrun :sts whe ""stand up to be counted." He asked whether we could supply him

ith these refercnces or speeches: : o .

D e g

ACTION TAXEN:

Buchanien came to the Bureau at 1:0C n.m. 5-21-56 at which time
he was given copies of the Director's This Veek Magazinc article "Breoking the
Communist Spell" (issue of 11-1-53) in whu:h the Director states "Their (informants)
means of livelihood must be protected....'; the June 1, 1955, Law Enforcement
Bulletin; the article by the Director '"Moral Duty of a szen" (Virginia Law
Weekly, 1-8-54) and the Director's IACP address at Philadelphia, 10-3-55.

Buchanan said he understood now, however, Black did not lose his

job after all. He said, however, he intended to write a story mcorporatmg some
of the Director's remarks. i

cc -~ Mr., Boardman - i 'V \
cc - Mr. Belmont \/ Q J V\ ‘ \Q(
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Oﬂice Memormzdum UNITED su'rss GOVERNMENT . "

%0 .3 ., MNr. ’I‘olson -*~ FEoSHereoimES | DATR s-zz-ss :
SR, d‘-a ‘.::‘.L e . \ T :
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_ mxn;rz . ... THOMAS LESSING BLACK 2.0 i
imuxw " ESPIONAGE - R ~—-~'-‘>:+%ilf;~3¥.' ey

?7?:*'_ 3 ,.-—-_--;:;_,.. ) d N Ehal
g “UTSTT Bob Morris called me Friday afterncon and was quile -

... . " excited over the fact that the Atlas Refinery had fired Black. Morris Loc23
i-—1. . .stated that the Atlas Refinery had taken the position that Black's -—=: T
.1~ . |linformation was in the hands of the FBI and there 18 no point in airing the SN e
~" "% y|matter to the world. Bob stated that apparently the Newark Office had not - W
: ‘ been of any assistance. I told him that obviously we could not inject ourselves ,,'_,,3
into an employee-employer relationship as to whether a peraon shonld or shoul 3
not testﬂy before a congressional commlttee. a1 B . :
FETRR TS s e oS e,
=, TR - l think that Morris was a uttle miffed at that time hecanse when = -
"f Skl talked to him on Saturday he was apologetic and stated that the whole trouble “-i-: 4
ER' . tstemmed from Schroeder who is the head of the Atlas Refinery, that he had ;,‘,‘ '5'3
=1 hgked Schroeder to not take any action on Black until the first of the week as 3
# ¢+ ¢ the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee would no doubt want to take thu
'."8 . ,matter up with &hreeder direct. Schroeder agreed to take no action and he told
S orris that Black's testimony served no purpose and nothing good coulg come .,-'=-

%3¢y fof airing this matter to the world. - e
?::?—..‘_.'i:fi B s as-!’r *vii‘qﬁ-, A .‘* ,*--,- o 4

A T *" on Samrday, §-19-56, the New Star Ledger stated that Black bad
%ij “been ﬂred whereupon Bob Morris called Schroeder and Schroeder stated he had ; 37

-~ I reed to wait until Monday but his mind was made up. - Schroeder again injecte

e FBI into the matter and stated this is an FBI matter, the FBI had the LY
information and nothing good comes from airing things like this, and that cgm A
simply was not going to have Bln.ck around, Morris stated the Committee :

'“_1,;-1—'! WTIT .U P AT T e - q...,
-‘.-&a.dv-‘ .". € . o ] _o.‘. 1
S NATp T T
- CC.- Mr. Boardman

n 7 S v,
v,,;}g,;- cc - we BGImont £ ' ﬁ ’1.125 .‘(t,(;()t({)r.l)*’.‘5{”1 m YO 19586

K 7,2{- '-u .._ ’.
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Oﬁice Memomndam . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

,I

ro  : Mr. Tolson / /ﬁ' DATE:  May 28 ‘1956
. e
P . b Q‘hlm ————
FROM : L. B. I\u.no].‘s]“; k" . . )ﬂ mc%
e b Do
susjecT: THOMAS LESSING BLACK A ' :’L'
ESPIONAGE - R o - ‘ Roee
Vintecrowd
Bob Morris was very much upset 1ast week over the * . jofao®—

report that Black had been fired as a result of giving testimony. On my  Gandy
return from Phoenix, Morris told me on Thursday cvening that he had
discussci the matter vith the officials of the Atlas kefinery, Inc., and they had i
now agreed to give Black back his job if some Government agency could give a

. clearance. Morris stated he was stymied as to know what to tell them. P s
[ UiE
I told him that I was too because I did not know that the Atlas ' __—"

Refinery had ary ccatracts. Morris then inquired what our position would be
if the Atlas Refinery made inquiry of us. I told him that our position would be
'that we do not give clearance nor do we make charges. He then inquired whether
- we would interpose any objection if we had the problem. 1 told him that we would
nc. interpose any objection because there was no basis upon which an objection
|} could be inade.

On the late afternocn of May 25, Thomas V. Jardine, attorney -
for the Atlas Refirery, Inc., called me and advised that he had been in touch
with Bob Morris of the Internal Security Subcommittee; that the Atlas Refinery, Inc.,
was perfectly willing to take Black back; that they had made inquiry of the Army
and the Army had stuted tiat since the Atla: Refinery did rnot have Army contracts
and that there was no procedure whereby the Army could process Black. He stated
the reason that they want to be cautious is the fact that they are hoping to have a - -
coatract in the near future for the development of lubricants for jet motors, and ™ /
that Black, being 2 chemist, would be closely associated with the research. He
then asked if we would interpose any objection to Black.

I told Jardine that in this instance we would have no official right
o interpcse an objection; that we, of course, have known that Black has been
Fvith the Atlas Refinery and the Atlas Refinery knows that we have made no
objection, nor would we make an objection. He then inquired whether we were

LBN:hpf - - b5 - 5-_7_-_/7/ "{.03

4) - - (

Encl s b4 =5 %’ .
Ccnf ;ﬁ.rcnfcardman QECNMADOED v k'

Mr. BEImODt -t ,'. . ) . o sy R s v.Ame ! ] . \
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson

still investigatinrg Black and I told him that we were not; that there was no basis
for investigation of Biack since he had made his disclosures to us some years ago.

Jardine then inquired if we would write a letter to the effect
that we would have no objection to Black on the grounds of loyalty. I told him
that we would not write such a letter as this would not be within our realm. He ..
stated he thoroughly understood this; that he did not want to belabor the point, .
but off the record, he had to find some way to try to justify the Atlas Refinery
taking Black back. I told him that it is my understanding that the Internal
Security Subecormmittee had expressed a very strong position on Black and the
fact that 52 had made aisclosures and it seemed that this would be all that he
would need. He stated that he would like to write us a letter and I told him he

was at liberty to Go this if he desired.

Such 2 letter was received on Saturday morning, May 26, wherein
Jardine refers to his conversation with me. He points out that the FBI has no
evidence of any activity subsequent to Black's making his disclosures to the
Bureau and that the Bureau had interposed no objection to Biack and would
interpose no objection. This is certainly the substance of the conversation
although I made the qualified statement that even if we had the right to object,
we would not object in the absence of additional evidence.

An acknowledgment has been pregfred for Jardine and is
attached hereto. : i
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Office Memosimdum

TO t Lo V. Boardmuan
a iy ),(L/

FROM : 5,

SUBJBCT: 1OMNAS L. BLACK

H.

£
e

Belmont

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Testinony Belore Senate Intornad
Security Subcomuittee (rastiand
Committee) may 47, iyb6, Viesningron,
De Ceo, Voiume LJu (Upwil Session)

recelved
origrnel
neia 107

Stenographic trenscript of cap:ioned teat/ {2‘
from Lustiana Cumattes.
resurned to Committeo.

in tne l.s.

Fiack'S

Testimony of
riving generad
Trotskyits actavities,
Biack furnishea no new
excoption:
tae murder of

DATB-may 29, 1956

Tickiers:

Boardman
selmont
N1CNnOLS
JLSuo rt
Joensen

rauotostates medée ana

Bleck on 5-17-56 consisted of
inforiation aoout ais CP activaties, £
ana Soviet esplionage activitvies.
informiation requiring &ction witre one
Biesck, an testitying, suaid ne aua discussed

curio Trecca witn Joseph rnatz.
nany years until nis assassination in Jsnuery, 4943, was &

r'resca, for

. Bepmttst

'fd-n
Nichds

Moh¢

Pargons
Rosea
Tamm
Nease
'm(em-d ——-
S Tele. Room —

\
N

castiena Committee nearing 2
purpose of inquiring into scope of Sovist activities

£

prominent tfigure in tae pnew Yory itelien polirviczl picture

ana by vairtue of

n_s activities at varying periods as an

agitator, nev-a&narcuist, ana finailly as a ocitter, caustic -

astifascist a0 antaicommnist iertist wes considered tne

nuiber one stoswy petrsl on tae ltasian political scene in

tne U. S.
corrning Tresca's murael.

tne muruer wWas

eiemeonts, IMivl

Bl 14

RECCMITNDATION :

cl:

slack, in numerous interviews by
nas not indicatea ne alscussed Tresca's murder witn Kace,
nis espionuzre superior.

stalinist

Tne Zureau conaucted no actlve investigation con-
I'nerc was extensive oublicluy

regaraxay, Tresce's muraer i1n ivy43 wnerein it was claimed
olitictys muraer cvuasutmated oy
dentiricetion of
czlled to attention of Dent. 2

'rt- ac Zov.et Lpent by
1d CIA by let ;/0/;6.
2uresu in past, -.--.

Taere 18 attacned a tetter to Newark
anstructing taat a8ck pe interviewed

{

e
L

recarding nis stetement tnat ne aiscussed ‘Y'resca and nis
Mewark 1s also being xurnisqed a
+ Puotostar c¢f RBiack's testlimony ana & swmary o:i 1nfornution
_on Tresca {o0-assist in this interview.

- murder witn Josepn Ketz.

. ‘Enclosure ot 5-)\-¢HCC

" 6s=59181

cc = 62-60247 (Eastiena Committes).
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»'-—REC' (origi.nal &and one).,WM“:_%LWl . JGSnort. .y g ,*th
pael _:_ofim.‘ wop Redara ‘65‘6137:() TUNENE ERA ,_,*_;rq? :,et.);m; 1-:-.)-7' ’~2 m}ﬁ ‘
R W ‘s- ”Iz‘ qa{ NECEH "*:-}n't- - "\ @.-“"i—‘?._: A ; ~Yraky
o mrmor. 1 (65-59181) +r i tle L ™

b“" e - - ‘ N
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= 7 Y RS [ 4 e 1;3- ﬂ
NE 3 ‘TRovAs L. B;.ACK. 'ne o G ‘*“”"1"“ SRS BRN =
MTAYY PSPIORALE @ B -nins ;”r"-"‘"’ﬁv"w‘v"fno'r«hm"su o
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i el “Fae tubjoet eppeared Before the Senate !.uterm.l PSS
R > Bomlty Subcoznittee on ¥ay 17, 1956, and testiffefl i ] o
=.‘.-’-;=,_—'s;'=,;+-—- relative to nis esplonage activities. Iuring his o.ppounnco '
gereepass . Elack sald be nsl pe2 a eonversation with Joseph Katg abm,,g &
_,;,__‘,_:".j S . Carlo Treeca. HNe stated that Tresca pad deen murdired . Rt
et gn Hew York City in 1543 aad taet Ketg told him Tresea* ] .
AR was an enexy of the working elasr. FKatz also told Bheta
£ili2vis-~ thet Treeea had been tried in Moseow,. mu-, in - gbsentis,
wios-wrie .- @04 had received @ fair trial. ; "’"._ Tl
ts‘" B & e S E A e i S0 o FRRRALYIE ) ¢ Vi
%L . _ﬁ T Tnere 1s mo womuon ‘avalladle !.n lack*l x,,»;{\
woSBEIT Y pr1e that indicetes he mas previously furnisned eny informa<
oo o tion regarding thls diecussion of Tresca with Kets. - Blaek" -«-;
FETTEGT  -ghould be recontscted by your Office and esked $o furnish <:
3NN gny end a1l details he has regarding his discussion of *‘f@"q
K WS fresca with Kats. - Ee snould be questioned elosely regard-:i:\
T+ - Ang tals matter as be hes not previously rurn.unod thu .
E;:*“‘.:.%'f‘i‘f“ : ;nromtion t.o the Bureau. ,_4-... P .Rﬁ..rfvﬁir B
5"5?‘-“—'--’--‘"*”:“’”‘ ‘ Por your anutmeotu‘thu u:\tu\. m :}-o G 5 G L
T ing furnisned s Pnotostat of Blsck's testimony before aspmnxce.;
4N }*‘{ the Senate Internal Security Subdbeomaittee on ¥ey 17, ) 956,@‘;-;;%?5}

;_" ‘:;1:“ and & sumary of information enm Carlo Treses wh oh was ﬂ“ﬁgg‘;"ﬁ
9 <+ . € DD "501-’ W‘ N » =
e PP.p.rOC in Jenuery, 1946, ® i ~‘N’€-—,; p‘(uaw~etwiwb'ﬂ‘k ‘%&W «
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FEDER/LL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - '

/ iz L lidiryr e
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE k .
.......... i lr P.oacl ,. .. ) :
/ Tar.n._—_ *
M /2458 Mol |
: - T A Woaterrewd
Trangsxzit the f rfowing Telelype message to: i’l e ¥ J..a___f

e AV e

’ 2EISR Conly

FROI: , NEWARX (65-i4074) ::::::::—TJ

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) i

THOMLS LEssznf;BLACK L)i“’
ESPIONAGE = R o

Re Newsarz Air~Tel 5/3/56.

According to newspaper accounts BLACK ap aared e /
before Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on 5/17/50 at - / -
Washington and testified in public hearing concerning his
espionage activities in 194i. Pollowing this appearance
pPress reperts inuicate that BLACK was barred from returning
to his position in Newark as a result of action by ARTHUR F.-
SCHROEDER, JR., President of Atlas Refinery, Incorporated,

142 Lockwood Street, Newark. BLACXK is reportedly employed .
by P. H. Helle Company, Worcester, Massachusetts, and had - - . ..
been working at the Atlas plant which 1s under coatract to
manufacture chemicals for Helle.

After SCHROEDER's confirmation to newspapers of
his action to bar BLACK, ROBERT MORRIS, Counsel for the
Senate Subcommittee, reportedly made statements to the
?ress protesting the action calling it an "outrage" and 2l

a great Soviet victory'. MORRIS is also quoted as stating
"~ that this action would seal the lips of many ex-Communists
-who might otherwise be willing to reveal information and
that the Subzommnittee would undoubtedly take action in an » _
effort to protect BLACK. Later reports indicate that - .
SCHROEDER stated he would be willing for BLACK to return . . r, /

g

provided he was granted proper security clearance by the A
appropriate Government agency. ' '
o On 5/23/56, SCHROEDER and RAYMOND P, SEAMAN, ' f_éz
i, 'hSecretary and Treasurer of Atlas, called at this office «,JV i
\( accompanied by their attorney THOMAS Y. JARDINE of the Newark ..t ws
‘ ;‘{ .law firm of Carey, Schenk and Jariin ‘JARDIN soutlined-in_ ¢ 7&3
v 1 .'some detail his discussion with MORR ‘and sald that ‘pursuant’::.
,‘ -to HORRIS' advice had contacted local ropresen*a ves of LR
) _? oy . ) ~ \
U ( Bureau (65-59181) (R EWIADES - }}
S \1/- Newerk (65-40714.) Vir. oL \0‘.) w— }

.%;g?e%; )i "L / ’ . Sent_._.,_ Per-
. _( . Specnﬂl‘Agem in Cuarge - A ‘5‘-69/?/" Vor‘
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- hlm of the results of his efforts to obtain clearance for
BLACK or to get information concerning him, and that in

- ( L o
a O . @ © PD-2s

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IR

Transait the following Teletype message to:

Air-Tel to Bureau
NK 65=L074

verious branches of the military, each of whom declined to
institute any action and provide securlity clearance for

BLACK on ths baasis that no contra%ual relationship of any

kinA® now exists between Atlas and any branch of the military,
JARDINE ealso said that MORAIS told him tkat since the FB3BI

had responsibility for invesiigation of "{ndustrlal espionage",

he should gttempt to _obtaln information from this office e a3_to
BLACK's suitati.ity for employment ““The Buresu's responsibilities
in this regard, as well as Wwith TasPect to the matter of security

" clearance werc thoroughly explained to JARDINE and the confidentinl

nature of information in the Bureau's files wac pointed out to .
htm, JARDINE stated that MORRIS had. earlier indicated he : ‘
would discuss this matter with Bursau officlals in Washingtoa in

an sffort to obtalin information which might serve as & basls .
for a determination by SCHROEDER as to whether he should allow
BLACK to rsturn.

JARDINE sald he had attempted to contact MORRIS by -
telephone on 5/23/56 but learned that he was somowhere in the .
rmidwest. JARDINE said he was writing to MORRIS informing

. view of his unsuccessful efforts, he would continue to look
to the Subcormittee to provide such clearance or_information.

This is being furnished to the Bureau for 1nrormation
.in the event of a possitle contact dy MORRIS.

FOSTER

Approved: i Sent M Per
* Special Agent §n Charge i
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Mr. Thomas V. Jardine o
Czrey, Schenk anc Jarcine '
Paymond Ccurmrerce Bullding

Newart 2, New Jer-ey

Dear Mr. Jardine:

1 wica to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated May 25, =
with reference to your telephona conversation with Mr. L. B. Nichols o .- =
my staff on the afterncon of 147 - 28, In addition, Mir. Nichkals has informed
me of your rall. . .

£.5 it vac pointed oot to you, it is not withia the purview of
the T LI 0 male evaluations, give clearances or make charges, ard since -
Mr. Black's employment with the Atlas Relinery, Intorporated, does not T
cor-: withip the vurvicw o tais Bureav'es authority or juriediction, there
i no way whercbg tkis 1s:rcau coall give clearancs: ¢rsanctionto | .07 77
Mr. Black. Mr.- Black has not been the subject of an investigation ::v . 0.
sicce he has made hic full disclosures some years 2go, aa be is not R
now the sab:iect of an invectigation.

NAILD |;
LU0 711956
oW\ B8 J. EBiear Seavers T LT

Sincerely yours,

N

LBN:hpf;r‘ﬁé'g o Cover memo from Nichols to Tolsonﬁa&ed ‘2‘8-56" '

© 7 (5) n >
/2§ . CC-Mr. Boardman ,_ »

d Mr. Belmont "% <%

f

. J ‘.‘\

Yolsen . /] .30 (’_,’ R p / -
Bosrdman o 5 e . o L y) -
Nichols U . R l"' . - . é *‘c e mEames :
Belmosz — . w = AR . . t’t‘a " R ‘/_l; / (S RS SO
Farbo T AR AT O N SRR A i
Mo S I Ao ‘LAQ‘Q\' oy , ST AT AR
Parsoss 7 - Lm0 ) R e N . R R
Rases PR S S PRl . v e e & ’ R ST &
::!lm -...'.". . [, . ’ - "'" —“’ . 3 N

00 ‘. . -, _ . ’ ’ . '”,_ . .' T
Simenond - B . ’ ) - " -Dj" ’-\ . . . T . ﬂi“ v _-.‘
Tele. Room . . . "w.” ) .
Hollowsn . ’ . . - . - R
. w7 1‘/ S . | SR R

/ - .

. 9’1‘ s l"" L . . . S
a4 x!l {_ ‘_g_‘ . ) * . N




CAREY, SCHENK & JARDINE

RAYMOND COMMERCE BUILDING

ROBTAT CAREY. JA. _ NEWARK 2. N.J. RN

iradToe e

) MENRY F.8CHENK . . FLEMINGTON €7PFICL

THOMAS V. JARDINE . 1 BAIR BTRELT

May 25, 1956

. ammevon 088

Mr. J. Edger Hoover, Director
Department c¢f Justice
Federal Burezu of Investigation

Constitutior Avenue ' -
Washirgton, D. C. : -

Attention: lir. L. B. Richols 627‘
Pezar Cixr: Re: Atlas Befinery, Inc, - Tnomas L. 196

This will confirm my telephone conversation this afternoon with Nr. L._B‘
Nichols regzrdaing the above matter. ‘

As counsel for Atlas Refinery, Inc., I advised NMr. Nichois of tﬁe.bresen‘

‘problem confrorntin- the Company. The Atlas Refinery refused to readmit

to its plarnt Thomas L. Black, an employee on assignment to Atlas's chem-
ical laboratory from the “ercy T. lelie Concary of Viorcecter, Massachhise
after r. Black had testified for the Senate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee., By that testimory the Atlas Refinery, Inec. learned that Mr. Blac
had beer. engzged in espionage for the Soviets for about seventeen years
up to 1950.

The Serate Internal Security Subcommittee by its counsel, Mr. Robert loc::
requested thati the Company cooperate with the Subccmmittee and readmit
4r. Black to the plant. It was pointed out by Mr. Morris that lMr. Elack
had given valuable informeation voluntzrily and that the Company's actiocr
in denying nim sccess to the plant wes inrn The rature of a penslty, evern
though inairect, ard would adversely affect others in a position simiier
to lir. Black's. ‘

The Company then advised the Subcommittee that it desired to cooperate .
fully ané that it wculc consider readmitting Mr. Black to tke plant pro-
viding some responsible Goverrmert agency with knowledge of the facts
gave assurarce of lir. Elack's present loyalty to the United States. Re-
auest for such assurznce was nade of the Armed Forces who advised that
since Mr. Black was not ther invoived in performarce nnder any classifie’
contracts, and since Atlas Refinery, Inc. itselif was not at the moment

" engaged in the performance of such contracts, there was no procedure unac

which Mr. Blzck might be cleared. They suggested that request might be
nade directly to the F.B.I. trrough the Senate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee. I spoke with Mr. Morris, counsel fcr the Subcomnittee, on Thurs-

. day, May 24th, and he requested that I contact Mr, L. B. Nichols cf your

office. In conversation today, Friday, lMey 25, 1956, with Mr. lichols,
I was advised as follows: P
65 -
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Mr. J. Edgzr Eoover, Director -2 - May.25, 1956
Devartmer:t of Justice ’
Federal Burezu of Investigation

P

- 1. The F.B.I. has come to observe Thomes L. Black for some time
and it has no evidence of any activity subsequent to the time of Mr.
Black's full disclosure to the F.B.I. in and sbout 1950 which would sug-

gest trhat he is not now a loyal citizer of the United States;

2. That the F.BE.I. has interposed no objection to Mr. Black's
activity st the Atlas Refinery, Inc. and would interpose no objection to
his continued activity trere.

I h:zve endeavored to set forth my understending of the import of Mr.
Kichols' remarks to me on the 'phorne. If T have misstated them or omitte
anythinz of importance, will you kirdly advise me immediztely. If I dc
not receive such advice within a reasonatle time, I will assume thst my
understanding as zbecve stated is correct and will meet with the Company
to act upon the informaticn.

NaytI express my thanks to your organization for its kind help in this
mztter.

Very truly yours, o
CAREY, SCEEKILl & JARDINE . .
) I'j I'c{' (-l i’ ‘L'z v/’\tVLé«L(,(‘ .

Thomas V>§{?;d;ne e

TVJI/ ie ' - ol
Registered - RRR ;
Air Meil - Sveciel Lelivery A .. I .
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o Jo==CHEMIST THOMAS L. BLACK, BANNED FROM THE ATLAS /

PEFINERY ﬁEPE SINCE TESTIFYING HE ONCE HORKLD FOK A SOVIET SPY RING,
yAS CLEAKLZD TODAY. ¢
ATLAS PRESIDENT ARTHUR Fe SCHROEDER SAID BLACK, 48, WOULD
RETUEN TO WORX AT NOON FRIDAY.
u SCHROEDER SAID THE FIRM HAD DECIDED TO READMIT BLACK AFTEP A

STUDY OF

SUBCONNITTEE AND AIIafA.CTOP{" CONFERENC! 'IIH__}'_S_L
Sock was A Y I A Fo LS ugﬂi“ls.;
WASHINGTON THAT KE HAD BEEN A SOVIET SPY IN THE 1940 's. RE CHEMIST,

HIs TZSTJMO%Y BEFORE THE SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY

BEEN WORKING AT THE ATLAS PLANT UNDER A SPECIAL CONTRACTe - = §

// AN EMFLOYE OF THE Pe He HZLIE CO., OF WORCESTER, MASSe, HAD

THE SUSPENSION BROUGHT SHARP PROTESTS FROM SUBCCMMITTEE '
COUNSZL ROETZT MORRIS AND BLACK®S ENMPLOYER, PERCY HELIE. s
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Transmit the foliowing message via

AIR TEL u, w"urr‘tu“\— R
/. (Friority or Metl.od of Ma:ling) Tde nﬁm- —
‘ . Hallomna
From SAd NEWARK (65-LO7L) Mias Ganty—
To: DIRnCTOR, FBI (65-59181) . ' y/
THOMAS LESSING SLACK ’ B,, 13 QAN
ESP - R ' i’ E)
CD: NEv/RK ' .

On 6/2/56 THOMAS BLACK epovesred at this office

with & prousi dreft of an grtizle, the fi-st of cix uﬂich . L
wil_ zrpeer £t sore later date in the "hew York Yirror." !
BLACK eavircc that EUGENE LYONS, now connected with "Resders
D1 reet y 12 writine erticles but thet es fer es he knows,
LYONS' neme will not sppeer in the peper, ELACK seid thet
in the first srticle LYXNS has written some information con-
cernine the Antorg Tredingz Corp. £nd other matters with which

_,/’ Y ELACK ie not fermiliier, but renerslly the erticles will reflect

- BLECr'es story es he told it to the FEI and furnisred to the - T
Senste Internzl Sececurity Sudb-committee. ' » '

BLACK was sgsin informed that the Buresu does not
cdesire to censure his erticles nor sprrove them before they
sTtpeer in the vaper. It wacs supiested to him that he be certein

- that the srticles ere truthful to the best of his knowledge . - -..
and thet eny references to the Buresu be fectusl, He edvised
thet any references to the Buresu will be very favorable snd
that he hes no reeson whetsoever to be critical to the Buresu
.et eny time.

BLACK stated he would advise this office when the .
first article s to arpear in tre "New York Mirror." Furnished

for the Bureszu's information. s L L /.43
.- “FOSTER O

3 Bureau (65 =9181)(REGIs”En D MAIL) S R

1 Newark (65-L07L) B L =

l&f +AF [ir. fitchols )

T \'\\' [;;. Rolmont ! . P:CC'D:{ /‘6.. ‘.‘:._?,g, - ya?
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FTSISAL sl::uAu (- inWELTIGATICY
U.8 UEPARTMENT OF SUSTICE
COMPUNICA..ONS SECTION
JUNG 1956
' TELETYPE i
. F 2ie. Weane :
\ / ; Ne. Winterrowd.
(Rl - o - Tl 1n..
WA 1 FROM NEWARK - 6-8436 4=45P h .e-rm‘:):‘an_}
DIRE»TOR _FBI \ URGENT 3”’“ Gandy
~ - - ‘ F " '.‘~,
THO"!AS L BLACK, ECPIMAG}: DASH R, BUFILE SIXTY‘PIVE DASH ,;IJE/\ NE_
/ / ) \-I Sogn .
OE EI"HT ONE, THOMAS BLACK ADVISED TODAY THAT
i

W RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL AT APPROX, FIVE P M, YESTERDAY FROM
A MAN WHO TOLD HER TO TELL HER SON TG KEEP AWAY FROM BLACK
o W
BECAUSE HE IS RQUOTE COING TO GET HIS UMQUCTE  BLACK ADVISED THAT

@R s :voLovID AT ATLAS REFINERY, NEWARK, WHERE BLACK IS

L e
- |\URER s./cx ¥As ADVISED TO REPORT THIS MATTER TO THE '
newark PD AND|JSSEIER  crorT IT To THE BAYONNE PD, BOTH
NEWARK AND BAYONNE PDS WERE FURNISHED FACTS BY NEWARX, BLACKX
FURTHER ADVISED HIS TIRST ARTICLE WOULD BE IN NY DAILY
MIRROR SUNDAY, JUNE TEN, AND HE BELIEVES THE OTHER FIVE ARTICLES
WILL APPZAR DAILY THEREAFTEK,, Lo
e :
FOSTER » ‘f&q
ﬁ\lD - 4 ..r.'i‘\-.‘f-j‘ ‘6-‘5?/”-: '
m&l‘aﬂﬂ% “q ’ -‘}1 ‘!v.:‘_)"u’ ) -y
R — '_,' ] R H P el {0 - ’-" -
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snc, MEwazE  RECANDED - B e

| THO:NS LESSING BLACE, FiS., ESPIONAGE LASH R, REFSRIVCE COPY OF .
IBTTER T0 MR, L. B. NICHOLS AT BUREAU DATED JUNE EIEVEN LAST, THE
ORIGINAL OF B7IIC FAS ADDEESSED 70 . G. POSTER RY THOVAS L. BLACK .

| DAST ATLAS BEFINEAT, AND KRITTEN BY THOMAS V. JARDINE. THIS IETIER
SHOWLD BT iCRICEENGED, IF NOT ALREADY ANSWEZSD., JAEOINS, ATIAS
REFINERY ATTORVZT, SSOULD B ADVISED THAT FROVIDING OF PODFTU:RDS AND -
PROTECTIQ TO INDIVIDU.IS RECEIVING TETEATS, AS REPORISD IN- KIS LETTER,

IS QWVE FOR L1OC:U. AUTROSITIZS, FEO SHOULD PZ ADVY 0’" ALL DZTAILS AND -

SUBTEQU=NT PEVCIORZNDS .  JARDINZ SEOLTD LLSO BE TOLD LTHT PIURELT IS
NO JORISDICTICN 22 ISSULs ov e FoilIr5, WHICH IS8 STRICTLY LOCAL
MDITE, ANTD TIAT RITREAT NOT IV POSITICIT TC ATVISE 45 TC KMiD STR35,

T ANY, ATLAS REFINERY SHOULD TAKT IE ISTASURES FOR !R. BLACE DASH 5
SAFETY, TETS IS STRICTLY LOCAL MATILR TO BE TAYEN UP BY HIM FITH LCCAL
" PCLICE AUTRORITIES, ET &HOULD ALSO BT ADVISTD ANY INFO OR ADVICE EE |
DESIRES FROV SFIN:ET JI'TPHNAL SECURITY SUBCC)TIIYET SEHCULD BE CBTAINED
BY HIMf FROM TF:T GPOUP DIKECTLY. COPY OF YOUR ACKNOTLEDGEMENT 0
AFORE DASH MTNTIONTD ITITE: SHOULD EX ROUIED TO SmisErKIGRo3 @
- BUREAU FOE INTO. -

‘OPIES DESTROYED '::msu BUREAY OF invEsTIGATIOY JTOCTER ;) s F
R47 NOV 21 1900 G hgpepg e OF Mstice AL A
o BUFILE 65-591€1 #NIRICETIONS SECTION T IR T Ot R o
Boardeas _ S_A 4 o "\"( ‘\\) “'.'}" .“"\. : i\) (j
a..m!”lldd JUN 14 195¢ /Sff v \X(* o
(5 ’ 7 - = 2 . % Do
e TELETYPE -=%&- A/ SRR 'L.-"
Josee Covermemo Belmont to Boardman prepa. ed dy FE.7:8n 6-14-56 re
Sixoo thir outgoing mcil. .

. Tele.Room ~ o~ . -‘cl
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Xr. B, G. Foster, Chief Agent
Federal Bureau of Invontlsn:im o
1180 Raymnond Boulevard e nNELL L :
Newark, New Jersey

I am writing %o you on behalf of Atlas kefinery, “1ne 2 loehrood *'-r"-
Street, BEevark, As you may know, & little over a we ago the Corpany -~

readmitted Thomas L. Black,formally Soviet plant premises sime
here in Xewark. Mr. Black's return to the job ithout ineident !
except for the matter which eame to our ’; e
are the facts as they are given to the

L 1. The Conpany hao been advisg
- unknown pepaon eslled the hore ¢
by Atlas. i

DR

b Cea it mknown per

o :q‘;.' .n‘u.rg " .
nck bocauu thoul Bhnk o .:‘

- the R BN should otay
was "poln o got his,®

v ;ﬂ'- »g—,;" 13

-
. ...' it ruurk, T "WE’-- P

hic by uomdor, ‘and we are -

P

ST 9, Of eourse Black wi
- informed went directly to\y

0 » s told further that local l
police in Newark and in Ba)g S R vore o.lortod.'w&»
e T 3. roeder, president of the Atlu Ro- - {?
finery, June 9th, end advised him of all of the rou-l

- going. Refinery I have advised the Company to -

secure from your office end from the 8snate ;
sistance for his personal protection, I em ~

bould be given s gun permit. Thiz matter, - -’
properly be taken up with your office and Ulth
4the 8enate Sudbeo <~ As far as the Company is eoncerned, it is most . d,
willing to eooperate in any proper measures thet may be tolt necessary
in that eonnection for Mr, Blaeck's u.toty.

!' .
Subcomxittee possidle "
told Mr, Black\believes h

REORED -8 & EF TSI
: ¥ there are any s teps which you feel the Atlas ‘Refinery shouTT tike 48 o

...this nttor. please lot ne knov right. avay. - i £y JUN ‘g ”55 &
. ’ et lrng R, ‘, .‘-

""b‘ ]S . ‘ I ”‘ let T M ‘NDM,. WY ’oull-- d’:‘ﬂ el
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STANDARD FORM M3, 64 - , (‘O’ o -
Oﬂice Memo, mzdzmz UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

ro X Vo Boardrun paTe: June 14, 1056

T ;‘. »
yrOM : A« XH. 2 ron //./
. }'ﬂ \ \ Z / / \l 'b'ﬁ::;d;‘ :

sUBJECT: - £02AC L.'S. vl BLAVK was i 1 Mohr

LSPIONIGE ~ R ‘ = ‘L & gy

Tams
Nease
Qiaterrowd
Tele. Room —
A cop: of ¢ letter dated 6-11-56, original of Holloaan ——

\ Qrady
which was,adiressed to K. G. Foster of our roucrk Orfice re (> /\,- -

Tnonz:s I. Zlaci = Atlas iefincry, uas directed to iire L. B. ].xchp
—ITTTIE Surcav.  Lhis dercer, vritier by ioras V. Jjurdine of Carey,
Senenic and Jardine, attorners jfor the Atlas refinery, Inc., ulvised
thut Bleck ias returned to work without .¥ncident except jfor the
Jollowing:

Eluch, accerding to Jardine, culled ir. 3chrocd ‘ery,
president of thc Atlas Hcfincry, Inc., on June G and adviszd that
gr st Fl. T an unknown pcrson hac called ithe hows of .-
] rcrotoro o251 ont enployed by Atlas and
10 GhSiwered the phore,
would stay suway
Llack advised thc:
Jardine siclel In
PI30 ., vhe 1o relice

o)

& _,.) e o,
was told Dy an UNKERowi: joiEe? Uliee
Jrow: Bluck as Flack wes "ooing to -
he 1l becn told of the above
his leiter that ke understood Cite ..
in Newark and In Bayonne, New Jersey,
I¥ues, were uleried.

2 decte Sa

2

A5 cournsel jJor Ailus, Jurdine st.ted re advised the
Compiny to surjest to Black that Bluck secure jror: the FBI and
]Jr‘.u tne Serate cuscommitiec, all posciltle ussisvznce jJor his
Ipersonal rrotection. Jardine siates he was told by Black that
Biuck believes ke should be given u gun permit and Jardine udvised
him that this mutter should be taken up with the }EI anl with the
Senate Internal Security Subcounmittee. Jurdiine, in his letter, also
stuted that iy there were any steps the FBI fccls the dilus Fefinery
should take in the above ratter, i.e., for 2r. Bluck'’s sajety, he

would 1ike to krow oj thesc right uwuye. :
E: closure \,6( ':::‘ ' .’; b
n .
S SRR 070
65-59181 . .‘:‘,'_-;
i ﬁ R
.6C = Xr. Poardran RErNODAD - 5»\ \ e

Ar. Beli.ont

Lr. Nichols ‘ "):F ‘5 -57/?/ ‘///
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Lenorandur yrom Belmont to Boardran:

By teletype 6-8-56 Newark Qﬁfzce advised of the R,
threat to Elack and stated Black 1is udvised ‘o notify the < -
Newurk Folice Department and to notify the = -
Bayonne Folice Departrment. Both .cwurk unu sS.iyonne Police .-
Departments were furnished facts by the Newark Office.

EDCC 2ENDATICNS :

l. Thot ir.o L. B. Nichols cdvise hobert 2lorris, s

counsel for Internal Security Subcorriticc, o7 the threut.
nide to Thomuis L. Black through

My

2. That the utiached teletype pe forudraed to

Newark aavising thal Qﬁficc t'icz Jurdine's letter to SaC
Fosier be acnnouleduca, z; not _yl*uu;u enswerea, and that
iJardine be udvised tod yguaras, protection, isswaunce of gun
permits, and safety preccutions to belexecrcised by atlas
~vfzrvry are locul rutters to Le t¢ken up with local police

authkorities and that any suggestions Or infornution desired . |
by Jordine frow: the Senite Interral Sefurity Subcommittee >
should be obiained by him fronm thit group directly.

\

- }6' Nx _\(T..

- . ¢
ey St
e W X pr 1€ o s
R v.--.’ Py e ol
Qs pec e o T T T o
Y '—/ Ao, :
1 MY Y“'*' M/
i &
7



nuunnnu&ll ,O. .‘
C]_‘ﬁce Memo; mzdum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

\\X/ .

FROM ,// / SAC, NEwARK (65=1,07L) / \7{ 9
s

PR ‘/ . l
sugpcr:-© THOKAS L. SLACK, was. - // .
ESPIONAGE - R
00: NEWARK

ReBulet 5/31/56. | ﬂzﬁf

-

on Juhe E, 1¢56, THOMAS L. BLACK was interviewed

regarcéing hkis t:es“mo'rr concernin~ e convnrsation he had with
JOSZPE #iTZ aunutl the deqtn of Ci3LO TRESC

SLACK stetec t™2t he thought he had previocusly -
. furanished thut information to the Bureau, but it was poscible.
C thet he did not., He =aid he coculd Turnish little more et
Cf/, concerning the matter than what appeared in hirc testimony, ° .-
/  He s2ié that ehortly after TRESCA's death he had a meeting .
with "JACK" (JOS.?H KATZ), at which time BLACX mentZoned to
JACK the fact that the Trotskyltes were saying that TRESCA
was rmurdered oty th: Comxmunists, and he felt that this gave
trne Cormmunlist movemcnt = bad name. Thereupon, accerding to
SLAGY, JACK sald that TRZSCA was an enemy of the working class, )
an? e had beesn triec in lkcacow in absentie, and receivec a
fair ur-‘¢. JACH also made the statement that the death of

e

/>

TZeSCa was not murder, but an execution., . BLACK said that he -5"'
and JACK cdlscussed the case Just briefly, and the above is all
“he feit at the timc thet JACK knew what he was talking about - E
oL 1

‘and althcush JACX did not deny that the Cormmunists had
fquidated THUSCA, he @4& not make p definite statement that
the y diu [

he can remember concerning statements made. He recells that ]
}

'
BLACK edvised further that EUGHNE LYCYS, in discussing 'ga
the matter .with BLACK, indicated thatv he ;elt'uhut KAiTZ told
" BLACX the above regardlns THESCA's murder in order to frighten A
. BLACK and rreveat any defecticn on his part. BELACK salcd he did 7L"
not agree with LYOKS, 'as he felt that at the tim~2 this discussion
~tock place tnere was no particular reascn for JACK to try to ...
frichten 2LACK, and as he stated before, he felt at that time
that JACK knew what he was talking about, BLACK could furnish.
no further information resgarding this matter and advized that he

knew nothins else concerning the death ‘of TRESCA. _ &'_
L RECORDED - 72 £S5 57/""""; "
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NX 65=1,071 6/1L/56
LETTER 70 DIR=CTOX, F:I »
RE: THOMAS :,., BLACK, was.

ESPICHATE - P

rdin Xewark Telectype tc thc Bureau dated
conuerning the telephone call made to

z friend ¢f PLACK, the XNewarlt Office received a
Lzunur concerning this matter from THOMAS V. JARDINE, Attorney,
Atlas Eefinerv. Incoroorateda. A ccpy of oA?DIhﬁ's letter was
éesidGJVGM for ;ssistant to the Directcr L. 3. WICHOLS,

Tne Newark Office has answcred Mr. JAGDINE'e letter,
advising him that THOMAS_BLACK furnished this Office all
deteils regarding tho telennone cell, and advislng him that
we are unablec to sugsest any actlion to-be taken by his client
in connecticn wirh this mattsr.

8¢
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Tow: Barely Es Em'aﬁvemm% «f’

Tele. Room
L. Holloman
In fie Trelz " B% fi plot > =
Ek i ik €l .
The Reds pull strings—and the murdercus web tightens around a sick old man, the 2\
Commurists’ arch-foe, Trotsky, in Mexico. Was a gullible American chemist slated to R. )
swing the fatal ax? How h= srruggl:” out of the assignmen: is discloscd here by Thomas ) A

L. Black, 12-y2u: membsr of the Sovie: spy net, in the fiith of a series of srticles.
By THUMAS L. BILACK with EUGENE LYONS

' -7
I was in the Tret;lu.ml cdmp as a “sleeper,” to be yanked into acticn by my Sov: t A
t-masters vwhen they wished. The strings were not pulled for more than two veais. Y . e
PUPDe Y \ P
Meanwhile my original orders stodd: to ingratiate mysel! with T!‘OAS!\\ i most importa: it AL
American friends, 1 _— T £y
Except for B sinkirg sense of : !y e
guilt over my double rnle, the as- . LN
signmert was rezliy to my taste. ! 3

]
]
I had in faci come close 1o the |
Trotsky viewpeirt in my think. ‘
frg. Now, mixing with his:
disciples and readinz their litera. |
gure, 1 easilv uie:nitied myseil: f
:with their movement. |

When il came to I..'r‘.u:tu-gl
S.alin and his crizies. In trued
Trot:hyist sivie, 1 could put my
hole hezrt inlo it. The continuing |

btood-ba.:: of the big purges, tar:- ‘ /
ing the Sovict drean: {nto an ob-' 6‘- 5'9/? =
scene nigi:tmare. made that easy

and heart-warming. ' NOT RF(‘ORDL‘-D

[ ] - ]
MY MEETINGS with Paul tep-
ered ofi. Evidently ki was seeing 191 JUN 20 9%
me just oflen enr.. ., (0 make' - »

sure the strings we o still firmly
attached. Somewhere alom: the |
Jine, without a fornd farewcii, he
vanished and I was rever to see,
h!m again. The agent who took ‘ o
his place was “George”—wnon: 1 l

e ——
O ———— | C———

Wash. Post and
Times Herals

=
————

Y { - ! )
now know to have Leen another! ‘} : wash. News
| Amtorg employe named ':.cnlon; \ Wash. Star
Seminoyv,  (Harry  Gold also . ) . :
woiked under Seminov about the - £ L N. Y. Herold .
same tme) ( - f . Tribune
1 was able to report truth. L [ t : <~
fully—to Paal and then to hls ! ,_\ - f Y. Mirror —
saccessor—that I was making | \ N. Y. Daily News ——
friends in the antl-Sialin party. \ Daily Worker -
One obvious way to ingratiate The W =
mysell was by donatng zener- he Worker

ously to Trotskyist pape.s andi New Leader
causes. My spy-chlefs consi¢ered ! . :
this a legitimate exPensc and !

gladly gave me small sums, 1> r
which :cddcdlmorck out ol rr;y / ST Date
own pocket. tcok & ccriain : ) : S a : T po
‘ironle pleasure in using “Sovlet (i, , I RIN ‘-;’i' JUN-1 & 1955
goid” to egﬂnarmc T::.'.:-—.om Pl 3 IR P

\/"[' ‘}g ‘\‘ [

e NN 221956 P .
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Efter—5r. Sckwaniy—

EARLY IN 1958 I suffered 2
serious accident in my plant and
was confined in a hospital for 20
weeks. I still carry the scars on
my arm. But the ugiier scars are
on my conscience. For it was at
the hospital, when I had been
there about 1) weeks. that Pea
¢spicnage reached out for me
aga.

One day a mvsteriouse “Dr
Schwaiiz” came o, my Lo<dital
rocm. F.om the way be read the

Jt was elear he was really a phy-

sielar.. No word passed to sun-
gast that It vas anything bur a
medical call. Yet I knew ~t once,
he wis 2 Soviet agent. come to
look me over, :
Some time after myv retury
to work, I wzs called to the- .
next prearvanzed repdezvous., 3
“expected Stininov, but found
tu-tead my hospita! visitor, The
new  “cautact” ecalled bhimself
Rober! or sume such name,
Mor: than a decade later, when
I was counoratnn witd, the ¥BI..
I identilice Tobuit from photo.
wraphs. I then Jearned Ye was'
recily Dr. Crezor Rabinovich, !
with a strir.g of punit:ve murders
in Europe o his credit, He was |
i the U, S. estensibiv as a repre-:
sentative of the Sovie: Red Cross.l'
i

IN NIS RECENT BJOK. *So-
viet Esplonupe,” Dr. Davii Isal
lin writes that this Russian doc- !
tor “had bees sent 1o tiie U, &, at
the height of the purge with the
assignment of investigating Trot-
Ekyltes and organizing the assas-
sination of Leon Treisky.” Louis

Budenz, tr his testimony atter
m'r:r_a_- g wWith the p;mw‘rsv-ueﬁl

bed-ci:art and examit: -2 my burns .

. D=Rabizavich into the Mexican] a blow to his plan

 murder plans.

|
i

“munist valiures hovering around
‘the exiled leader In Coyoacan!

“you riced to know when the time

¢ think it over. “I'll do the think. |
< ing.” Robert snarled. This was an i

[}
|
To me, Robery was just anclher :
of the faceless, nameless men.
whose orders I must obey—or
else: After a few exploratory )
meeiings. he got down to brasc
tacks. This was to be the payof!
on my long culiivation of finend:
ships in-the Trotskyist movement.
“Tony,” he announced, “the :
timr has come for aclion.
You're to quil your jJoh Im- !
medistely ard proceed lo Coyve. |
acan near Movico City, Your |
Trotskylst friends shonld be
able 10 help you enter Troisky's
household, We  have  people
there slready who will help if
necessary.”
A chill went down my spine.|
So that was what I was being re- !
served for—ta  join the Com-!

.

“Why must I go there?”
vanturel. “It's no, easy o such
shott notice.”

al’s no cancern of yours. .
You'll get contacted and told what ;

comes. Use your Trotshyist con.:
nestions 1o pain admittance. |
\We'll do the rast”™ .

} PLROTESTED that 1 _must

order. and tie poralty for dis-,
obetiiente would be drastic.

We agreed 1o meet within a|
week., when 7 would precumablyi
have comnpleicd prepatrations, I
razie? my hiuins for a plaesinie
alibi for not going. Fortunately
1 found one readv-made. 1 was
waiting to be cplied before the
Workmen's Compensation Board
in cornecuon with substantial
claims on my accident. My sud
der. resignation {rom a good job,
coupled with failure to show up
before the bozrd. I argued, would
be reckless conduct. It was sure
to arouse suspicion, especiaily
among fellow-workers who might
alteady suspect my politics,

Robert was angry and un-

——

“TRPPSTHe naticred that it was

-.u'- . "'
was foreed o admit the logle
of my argument. That was the
end of this epivode, and my

last meeting with the kiljer.

doctor, - e .
neavly two years thete-
afler the Soviet espionage braves
chose to let me alone. Once more
I was convinced™they had given
me up as useless. I now woiked

iin the Trolskyvist ranks with a

clearer consclencr.

In Augusr, 1949, 1 read the
sensainnal news 1hal Trotsky
had heer killed fa his Cocoayan

strongholl by a man who posed .

as a discipl~ and fricend. T realized
with a shudder that, but for the
arac of Gol, T micht have been
implicated in the killing.

IT WAS NO COINCIDENCE
that the strings were pulled arain
sonn afior the crime of Coccayan.
With the example of Trotsky's
murder vivid in my ima-zination,

IiT had no doubte ahout my own

danger. The neiwork was mak-
fng certain I was still salely on
Leash. '

The “contact™ was now a face-
less Jack. A< we walked in mid-
town Manhaltan. 1 reassured
him ahoaut my “lnvaliy.”

To make sure, e continued
fo sunumnn me at fairly fre
quent fnfervals untll early in
1943, thouegh somelines a sul>-
stitute, “John.” kept his ap-
po:atments, Jack, 1 believe, was
a Crechoslovek, aud John prob-
ab!y lizlian, Doth spoke with
divtinclive accents,

Soviei Russia had by them ba
come our aiv in the big war. ]
must suppose my “contacts™

were minor figuras to be assigned”™ -

{o hiolding a petty agent like Tom
Biacl: In liae, There were more
impiriant jobs — Soviet spies
were enjoying a field day under
cover of war tasks

Distiusionmen, {error of snd-
den desth, and his efforls to
et rfee of the gpy reiwvork are
described by Black in the sixth
and fiaul article of this series,
In Friday's MIRRONE—""""
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"“Ore day & mysterious ‘Dr. Schwark' came o my hospital room.
From the way he read the bed-chart and examined my burns, it was
cloo: that he was really o physician. .- yet, 1 knew ot once that he e
Soviet agent, to iook m e .
wu a Soviet agent, come fo ioo e over.
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Unized Btates Department cf Iustice
Fedrral Gurean of Investigativn

1836 Raymond-Camerco Building L mnae e
Kewark 2, Now Jorsey L

i, Thooas v.\_:-'*da.rdino ‘
Carey, Scher: amd Jardine N N
Raynond-Cu-xerce Building i ‘ : R
New-rk 2, ifev Jorsay ° : ’ '

—— e b -

Loaw Bir:
~ Tour letter of Juns 11, 1036, has been received.

Ple~se be adviced that Tncc-.g..QIack appenred at
our office on June 8, 1958, end Iurnished in~ detatl all
the informstion get forth 4a your lestter,

Ths proviiing of bodyguards or other protection o
for individuzls recelviape thrxeaty, such as in this eacHs, X A

- 18 & matter for locel polics putb~rities, vho should be

infnrmd c{ all details and any subsequent developmants, L

' "1 om pot 4n a position to pdvise as to vhat stens,
1f t..y, your cliont should take in connoction with 3r, Bleck's
exfoty, os this, too, 15 a patter for your client a.nd. loca‘.l.
police cz.tho-itian. 3

‘I’hs Fedornl Bureau of Invoatige.tiou has no-
Jurisdicticn in ccnnection with ike igsvanco ol gum pernits, - -
which 45 plso .within the province of local anuthcrities, - !/

Any informetion or advics you may desire froa the
Sonzte Intirnnl Security Bubcomzittes should be obtained by -
you. directly fran that Cormitteo.

2'..—'0)

@Q"q}y Very truly yo{.u‘-gylé 5‘5.9/ F/-_f,,/g.

s R YY) ni,
(RN 7 ':GS?RPCPQDED o :r’,'.'
‘ b ‘."'\ 2} 1996 . v\‘-"\).‘\‘
A > " ° . ~ e e n. Gc roﬂtar-‘ 't e - ;
e /_’—'7““‘““‘- ~._ - . Bpeclal Asﬂlﬂr.a&&- CE R ( |
. ecy l=Buresu (Ls-59131))(1uo) . P A ?;:‘3
' 2t e Jliin ~TJVU‘_-.~ \ (;‘5" ) N %]
NK 65-4074 . . ‘.‘u g "R
- PCZ:AM . | }1' '\ &
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7  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST]GATION

AORTING OFFICE l INVESTIGAT IVE PERIGD -

. N&TW YOOIL NLWTARR | 2/2/56 6/19,22/55
LE Of CASE . REPORY MADE 8Y TYPED BY
( : ‘
. PCBEET Vi, CCHCLAN mif
m o (17 2 R ) R
THOMAS L. BLAC.._, 1as | chARAGIER OF CASE

ESPIONAGE - R

Laerry
Grros~ope Co., advised tnere uelv twd projects
of a classificd nature at Sperry Gyrcscope
during the war, which involved tracing
aircraft. Description of both set forth.

- RUC -

. 19, 1956, .

— ;pe r*' Gyroscipe Company, e
UCLus3,

New Yorlk, advised SA LEO H. FRUTHIN ..
that there vc"e tuo projectc of 2 classified
naturc &t Sperry Gyroscope Company during the

DETAILS

var, which involved tra01nb airc‘aft onhe ATTo T s s ATYCIES

teing for the United States Navy the other -
for the 4Lir Force. He described each as -
follous:
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NY 65-153323

1. Navy Contract

Fark 14 gun sight

It wes mounted on a Navy vessel for anti-aircraft
work. Its mechanism was based on two gyros attached to
mirrors, whilch ennuled the gunner tc obtain the lead angle

" on eneny eircraft. This device was first placed on the
anti-aircraft gun itself, dbut the smoike from the gun 1nterfered
. With the tracing. Therefore, they took:the Mark 14 and
fitted it into the Mark 51 fire control system 2s a Co
component of it. This Mark 51 and Mark 14 was located about
" 30 feet from the gun cn board the ship.

Later the Fark 14 became known as the Mark 63.
Right up to the end of the war modifications of the Mark 14
were s8till being carried on. It is now declassified.

2. Air Force Contrect

K 14 Gun sight

This 1s a modification cf the British Mark 2. .
It operates on a single gyro mounted on an airplane. It  °
would pick up enemy alrcraft in a mirror and the sights
could be acjusted cccording to the kncwn wing span of the
enenyy plene. It was worked on to the end of the war, and
1s now declassified.

- RUC _ ST
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LEADS

PHILADZLPIITA

‘ Or2 ccpy of tais report is being furnished to

the Philladelphlaz Cffice inasmich as MORRIS FRIEDINAN, who

. formerly worked at Sperry Gyroscope and had discussed his
work there with ELACK, presentliy resides In the Philadelphla

Division.
REFSRENCE

Pulet to NY, 6/12/58.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

-3 -

Philadelriile letter %S Burezu, 5/31/56.
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LPORTING orrce OFFICR OF ORIGIN DATE H RWESTIGATIVE PERIOD

NTY YOQI NTHAR 1 7/2/5¢ 6/19,22/56

TLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY ]
RCEEST W. CCHCLAN m
THOMAS L. ELACH, was it

Tyreo BY

CHARACTER OF CASE
ESPIONAGE - R

TNQOFG LS :
:ucrr"
GUrross 2t LO., &wvaSid t;:;‘c Lele U0 p“o*ects
of a ciassifiad nature at Sperry C"“c.;cope
during tihe war, which involved tracing
. aircrzft. Description _of both set forth.

DLTAILS: rn Tz 19, 1650, —

_ serry CyroScopt Coapany, Lake
-8ucce3s, MNew Yori, advisead bn LrO K. FRUTKI
thzt there wvere tuwo projects of a classified
nature &t Sperry Grroscope Company during the
wor, vihicn involved tracing aircraft, one
beins for the Unitei States Navy; the other
for tTha A..r' Torce. He described each as
follows :

2

8?0

. a
h SPFECIAL AGENT
PPROVED 5 <2 W CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN BPACES BFELOW

'5’-Bur'e¢.u

OPISS MADE: _ i

sheres: (i) () l T4y

)
1-Pn 11ade..p.._ ( 2) S \)

05-433
Info. 5
2-New Yorz((ESOI% gb)) s ﬁ?’ll m—'—r’WDQ

.

PROPLRTY CF F81 —This reportis tsared to yoy by the FBI, and neither nt nor iix contents are to be distributed outside the agency to ubtch loancd.
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' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ..
PORTING OFFICE 'OFFI&OFORIGIN N D-ATE o T 'T';V_E—;Y—!-Gmﬁal_og °

PHILADELPHL: | NEWARK JUI & sece B/18,21;7/2/56
f—LE_C)_F_éASE REPORT MADE BY | rvreo Yy

. CEA RLES SILVERTHORN clp
THOM..S LESSING BLiCK, w&s. CHARACTER OF CASE - '
" | ESPIONAGE - R

rNOPSIS :
MOERIS FRIEDInK, Heading, Pz., volunteered information

on subject efter h¢ recently saw newspaper article indiceting -
subt ject testified before'longressionel Cormittee"regarding
espioncge activity on behalf of Russians. Knew subject as
fellow student &t fenn State College during period 1926 to 1930.
Towerd oend of World wWar II, FnIEDMAN was employed as Process
Engineer by Sperry Gyroscope Company, Lake Success, N.Y. :
FRIEDMAN eware that compeny wes coing classified work for Navy
involving aining dovics used in computing renge end speed of
plecnes although FRIEDILLY did not actuelily work on projoct.
While visiting subject in Newerk, subjoct uskca qusstions ebout
the eforementioned computing devicoe. FrILUiiall surprised subject
kriew atout projsct. Stotcd subject nevor Gttompled to recruit :
nim fcr espioncgs purposes.

- RUC - .

. TR )
:?f"cff_,rf;_;h_ AGEZCY
A S REQ. Rio'b P
Moh git o T REF'S FURVe . _ % .7
By e e e By_-
T T ————— .
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES RELLOW

VAN BPECIAL AGENT l
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3 - Newurk (€5-L074 ) (Rii) - IWREALLT=R4
2 -~ Now York (65-1£338) (RM) - .-
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PH 65-4332 2y

DZILILS: The "Philudclphia Evening Bullotin" dsted My 17, 1956,
p2go 2, column 4, carriovd an article datelined '

Washington, May 17, 1956, in which 1t wes stuted thut the

Senate Interncl Subcommittec hcard Chomist THOMaS”BLaCK of

Newerk, N.J., tcstify thet he pove industricl secrotsto Soviet

wgents frem 1933 to 1940,

at Reeding, P2, j ’ o

MCErIS FRIED#,.N, 18156 North 16th Street, RCuding,
Pz., on Mcy 16, 195¢, vu'untarily contncted S MthON J. PRICL
stcting thot hc wished to furnish informztion on the subject.,
FRIEDMAN mentionid he sew an &rticle in the locel press :
1ndicat1n§ that the subject had testified before some Congressionbl
Committee regirding nis espionubo uctivities on bchulf of the -
Russiens. !

FRIZDILWN stated he Tirst knew subject as a fullow o
student at Pennsylvanie State Collegec from approximutely 1926
to 1930. FRIZDM:N was grecduated in 1930 and subject was unzble
to graduatc bucauso of lack of moncy.

FRIEDILGN roculled thet sub jcct bad & roommate with

vhem he wes very closc. This roormmote woés named FERDIN.ND
\\\HELL“R. FRIEDMaN stetec that he lest saw HELLER cround 1931,

£t which timc BEELLLR residod ot 199 West Chew Strooet,: Philedeld-

phie, Pe. FRIEDL.N recalicd that subject woe called WTLSSO" ™ 7~

when they dttended ccocllege, but he had no idea where the - - ..

nicknzme originated. FkIzDMuN cannot recall that subject or ~*m——..

HELLER were interusted in Communism, but he did recall that they -

pnssed out trzcts put out by the .imerican associction for the

Advencement of /Atheolsm.

around 1930 or 1931, FKIEDMaN was expericncing
difficulty in obtrining employment cs a teacher. FrILDMaN want -
on & hitchhiking trip with KILLER to sce the former's uncle -
in Massachusotts. On the way, thcy stopped to seec subjeet, ﬂho
was living in Nowerk, N.J. Hec rceacllcd that thoe subject lived’
in an epartment house development, possibly owned by the | -;”‘Jm
Motropolitan Lifo Insurcnce Compunyes There wes o fourth :
individuel prcsont, but FAIZDM.N could not remembcr who ho was. .~
Stbjeet spent most of his timc with HoLIER und FRlEDilaN, but he
could not rcmembor cnything of significencc thut was discussed,

R
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Toward the cnd of World War II, FRIEDMaN was employed
2s & frocess Ingincer by the Sperry Gyroscope Compeny at R
Leke Sucecess, New York, He was working on the dovelopment
of the gyroscope which was classifisd work. FRIEDMaN wes also
awers that this firm was dolng some other citssified work
for the Navy, which was somc sort of aiming device to be used
by plunes. FRIZDiiaN knew thut thoe instrument involved the
usg of mirrors endé that it wos uscé in computing the range and
speec of = plunu. FiiIZDlall stcted thie was ©ll he knew about -
the project since he never actuully worked on the project
end he never had rcccss to the clussified informution reg“rcing
the projcct.

«wbout thls time, FRIEDMaN recualled visiting the
subjcet in Newerlkz, N.J., about thres or four timcs. On ono
ef the visites, subjoct asked him & goneral questiorn, such us
what he wes doing at the Sperry Gyroscope Company. FRIZDMaN
advised thuzt he never told the subjqct what typl of work he .
was colng because of its confidontial nature. In eddition
to the ebove general gquestion, subject also asked some gencral
questions about the computing dcvice previously described.
FRIEDM..N pointed thkls out to indicate that the subject was aware
of this project involving c¢lassificd work. FrIZDM.N cannot
recall exactly what the eubject's Quustions wers other than
the fzct that they were general in noture. FRIELGAN stated

he could not nave toliked ebout the projcet 4f he wented to | . -

becausc ne hed no spucific information othcer than that mentloned

cebove. FRIEDM.N acéviscd at this point thut subjeet ncver

ettemptod to recrult him feor esvionage purvoscs. FRIEDMAN stated

he was surprised that subject knew about the Nsvy project at Sperry.
FRIZDAN also advisod that subject huc invented some

type of mocical creum which could be used as a bese for

medicinc and which would not causc a scadb or wound to adhere

- to o bandugc. Subject sold his rights to this crean to some’

firm in Necw York City for 3,000, s
On Moy 21, 1956, FRILDM.N adviscd S. MuHLON J. PRIGE ..

that the firm in quostion was tho Fine Orgurilcs Company, 'm;*nx*"*-"

RV S SF I

211 East 19th Stroeet, Now York Clty.
FrIZDMAN concluded by stating that in thinking back -

over his contucts with the subjcct, ho rcecelled thet subject
was elunys &pprehencsive. When be would entcr subject!s :

-3 -
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apartmnent, subject always looked down the hall in back of him
as if he were looking to see if anyone else was theres.
FRIEDIAN also recalled that he and the subject very often talked
over old times cn a park bench and that when they returned to
subject's apertment, subject always inspocted every room

in en effort tc determine if &nyonc had bteen in the aspartment.,
The only remeark thet FRIEDMAN rocalled subjcet made about the
Russiens was when the subject asked FRIEIMAN what he planned

to do after the war. When FRIEDMAN replied that he did not
know, cubject told him thut he could get & good job in Russia.

FRIZDMAN 1s presently employed by the J.C. Ehrlich
Compary of Reidirz.

4 $t g a3

Subject was questioned during July 1959 by _
S4s ROBZET YW. ECIM:iS &nd WILLIAM E. WELIE, Jk., concerning - -
MOPRIS FRIEDAN. BLACI. related this individuel lived at 537
North 1llth Street, hesdirng, Pa., and was his rcommate at
Pennsylvania State College for two semesters. On one ozcasion,
efter BLACK sterting working for Berg Luboratories in Philadel-
phie, he saw FRIEDMAN socinlly in Philadelphis. BLACK did
not mentlon any other informi.tion concerning FRIEDMAN, -

- RUC -
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Administrativs Detells

Tho rurpose of this phasc of investig.tion is to
determine why BLACK wes &sking MCRRIS FRIEDMAN about confidentisl
Navy work &t Sperry Gyroscopo Company tcward the end of ~ .

VWiorld War Il. Since BLaCK has elweys maintained he eng2ged
only 4in industrizl cspion&ge, it is belioved that hc should be
asked wnhcther his intercest in the Sperry Cyroscops Coempany
was out of curicsity or was actuully for the b ncfit of tho

* Russiuns.

Leads
NEW YORK:

aT Lalls SUCCLSS, N.Y,

1. Will attenpt to identify the Novy clussified
proJect involving ths aiming device to be uscd by pleones in
computing rango and spoed as mentioned by FRIEDMAN,

It chould be noted that FRIEDWAN stutcs that work
wis belng done on this project at Sperry Gyroscopz Compsany,
Leke Success, toward the ¢nd of world Wer II.

2. If loentirieé, will forward detalled 1nformatioﬁ' _
concerning the Nevy projoct to Nework for usce in the reintorview
of BLACK. :

NEW:iRK:
VY e Fhe E, 2T
- Waon New York has obtainecd detuiled information
concerning tiie aforcmsntioned Navy clussificd project, will-.... .-~ -
reinterview ELaCK rigarding his ussociation with PRIEDMAN, ;¢
t should bo determined trom BLaCk how h¢ knew .?f'

nbout the confidentizl Kevy projoct at Sparry Gyroscope Compuny
end why nc wrns qucestioiing FRILD:UaN about the project.

ADSINISTRATIVE FAGT
L4 . - S -
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" Lzeds (continucg)
NEWAEK (ccntimod)
He should alsos be quostioncd s to whether his
intercst in thc Nuvy project ct Spurry Gyroscopo Company was
for tze bencrit 2f tho Kusslans.,
Keferencos
Philadeliphi: lotter to Burcau 5/31/56.
-—?‘ir
- -;;"J_',,,.‘

cona
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FEDERAL BUREAU @G~ INVESTIGATION

ol o
EPORTING OFFICE | OFRICE OF ORIGIN ! DATE T T iNVESTIGATIVE PERIOD - -
PEILADELPH L. KEWARK JuL 6 1956 k/l& 21;7/2/56 0T

TLE OF CASE : REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

, ChHARLES SILVERTHCRN }:lp ‘

THOMAS LESSING BL\CK, WS, CHARACTER OF CASE
ESPIONAGE - R

YNOPSIS:

MORRIS FRIEDiAN, Reeding, Pa., volunteeroed informition
on subgect after he recently saw newspaper article indiceting <
_subject testified beforo"Congressionsl Committee" regerding
-ecsploncge activity on bebalr of Russians. Knew subject as
fellow student ¢t Fonn Stete Collego during period 1926 to 1930.
Towerd end of Worid Wer II, FRIEDM~N was employed as Procesa -

enginecr by Sterr; CGyroscope Company, Lake Success, N.Y.

FRIEDMaN ewzre that company wes doing classified work for Nevy
irvolving aiming device used in computing range end speed of
plencs elthough FRIEDLLN did not actuully work on projoect.
While visiting subject in Neweark, subjoct wsked questions ebout
the cforemcntionsd computing devices. FEIEC!IAN -surprised subject
knew ebout project. S3iotcd subject nevor sttempted to recruit
him for espioncge purposes.

- RUC =

BrorASCTFIED BY UH\'&
c:'._j,}_jop_‘i_.ﬁ%l—%f)

PPROVED SPCCIAL AGENT

INCIHARGE OO NOT WRITE IN SPACES SE1L.OW

OPIES MADE: |

Burccu (65-59181) (°M) , - Y78 _
Newcrk (65-L07Y) (F:)

New York (65-15338) (RM) Aq
Fnilecdelpnic (£5-4332) o e

=~ NLw\n
t 1 v

»

ROPERTY OF F&I =This renart i 122404 14 vau by the FR! and aeisine o= "l 7 Sntents are o be distriton s T soloide dvn naeney o wr " 0 09
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
m;‘;alomcwnr:Ar NEVARK -“_-. R
.mln“wlh'f DATE WHEN ] PFERIOD FOR WHICN MADK REPORT MADL BY . .'

: NEWARK 7 T4 ‘56 7/11,18/56 FREDERICK C. ZINCK ~  mae
/[<m= THOMAS LESSING BLICK, was. ( | crumacron o case
’ CAGTIY 7l vlian K . | ESPIONAGE .= .R—p1rs
T v I AN B
RSPz .. 20 A2 00 e —
BY. -~“-' : - I.T" W_
stOPslsorFAlc;s DA". 2 !b’ K_ ____.7//,
THOMAS BLACK, uron interview, denles ever having any information /

it.
Gyroscope.

DETAILS:

tixe,

.‘'ocecasions

COPIES DESTROYID

abovi @ classilied pr:’a2ct at Sperry Gyrrscope Company during
Woild War 1I; stated that if ne acked MORRIS FRIEDMAN any .
questions regarding this project, PRIEDMAN must have mentioned
He advised he vas never asked by Soviet superiors to
obtain any information regarding such a project at 8peiry

‘l
) n

MORRIS-FRIEDMAN, 1818 North 16th Street, Reading,
Pa., on May 18, 1656, advised SA MAHLON J; PRICE that he had been
a fellow studen» of subjzct's at Pennsylvanla State College
fom 1926 to 1930 and had seen nim on occasion since that .
FRISDMAN advised that toward the end of ¥orld War II, -,
when he was exployed at Sparry Gyroscope, Lake Success, New
Yor), L2 visited eubject in Newari, N. J. on three or four
He recalled that subject had asked him about a WV
classif4eu Navy project at Sperry Gyroscope which involved |
some sort cof aiming or computing device for uee or. airplanes.
He zlso stated that he remembered that subject told him that
after the War he, FRIEDMAN, could get a good Job in Russla,
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‘u_ he had some contact with FRIEDMAN, Sometime in 1934 or 1945,
. .wher. FRIthA' wes working at Sperry Gyroscope, New York, -.“
"FRIEDAY visited ZIATY 2n Kewarl, ., J. on a few occasions, -

-Agent was-inferviewe? 6n July 11, 1956 concerning hig -

. visits,

‘2t thz: time (1044-1945) that he coculd get a good job in Russia

.f

TFOLAS L BLACK, admitted tormer Soviet Espionage %

assoclation with MORRIS FRIEDMAN of Reading, Pa. At that . - . s
time, BLACKE furnished the following 1nrormation- L _;,g;i'

He o"if 'pally knew FRIEDMAN xhile they were studentn
at Penneylvan;a Jollege in the late twenties after which- time .

BL! T cannov recall any of their conversations during these

BLACY definitely did not have knowledge concerniﬁg”'

. any classified work being conducted at the Sperry Gyroscope -

ccmpany. Work of the type that would be handled by that company
was foreign to BLACK &nd he would have had re interest therein,

BLACK ic ceriain that if any classified project, such &s a'~,--;17"

computing device, was discucssed by FRIELIAN and him, PRIEDMAN

must have mentioned it f'irst and t:.en possibly BLACK asked
‘a8 question or two concerning it. He cannot recall, however,

ever héving knowlzdge of any such project and 1t certain that
he did not ask about it unless it was first mentioned or

. discucsed by FRIEDMAN. He feels that FRIEDMAN must.be - confused
about this matter and is incorrect in his statements.; -

4.‘-

" BLACK is also certain that he did not tell FRIEDNAN

becausc he trnen felt so stirongly aguzinst the Russians he would

N

"not have told anyone that he could get a2 good Job in Russia

even in a Joking manner. He thirks, however, that he might
have made such a statement to FRIEDMAN in the early thirties ... ..

" "when he himself wac interested in going to Russia to work.

BLACK was never asked by his Soviet contacts to

-attempt to obtain any infcecrmation concerning any classified.

-project belir( conducted by any branch of the United States

"Government or Armcd Services, The Sperry Cyroscope Company, -
or any of its work was never menticned to RLACK by any of
*.his Soviet superiors. The only time he was ever &sked to do %,
. somathing which misht have resul“ed in other than industrial =
. ~espionage was when he was asked to get a job at the Kellex -
.. _.Corporation in New York, which company, acccrding to his .. ~:7 L
- Soviet ocontaczt, was working on vital material, HKe did not“"“

......

e
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get a job there but 1ater learned that Kellex COrporation had
been workir; orn some phase of the Manhuttan Project.

LACK, although he was 8till contacted by Soviet R ‘H
. Agents, was very much against the Russians during World wWar II .
N and never at.empted to get 1nformation of any kind for them S
- during 1S44 and 1945. . o - e
- ' ' BLACK cdvised that he could furnish no rurther s
info:maaticn concerning FRIEDMAN'B stateme:.ts regarding .
their conversatione in 1944 or 1945, . 7
& L Y
...... -C - - ...‘._; - .;,: —V,‘ -
"y e ":_‘\-“ 't—’f:"q.';
.-‘i.' < . “. ’ ‘. -%_.-‘?:t .
¥ ,:'_:...-"{;:* ARE A - = St e P 3 ‘
P b



T o RS 3 :o o v i N L -e . A
NS . e N R T I L B By PR P e Y 2. (s
[ o8 e SIS, el 4 AT R o r..-nsh ST S O by HRER et

R
2K E
i
'

VU NE 65-M07h S

Since all investigation in this case has been ;:‘
completed aré the return of ELACK's property to him has been"

taken care of, this cese 1s being closed . _ vt -,v;fFJ-* é
T . The Newark Office will remain in contact with® ~{ “ir. . |
o '_;BnACK ani will handle any request {rom other offices to - - o
~.", . ‘Anterview him o1 -exhibit photographs to Lim, - LT ’

IEAD: - : : | s 3:lt-;f??e'
- PHILADELPEIA (INTORIATION): S S P

: o A cupy. of this report is be-ng furnished to the 'fﬁ;3}f
e Philadelphia Office for 1nformation since MORRIS FRIEDMAh RPN
37" resides in that division. ) P Temoh

REFERCHCES | o :

" Report of SA CHARLdS SILVERTHORN, dated 7/6/56

at Philadelphic. .

Report of SA ROBERT W. COHOLAN, dated 7/2/56 R oEy e
"'at New York. ..“' L

 Bureau letter to New York, dated 6/12/56/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - -~

’ m;‘;;omcmm A‘T KEVERK - :_:;.’:_ d
REPORT MADE AY DATE WHEN PLRIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADK BY L. "
KEWARK 7-15%56 | 7/11, 18 /55 FREDERICK C, ZINCK  mae
rmx DHCMAS LESSING BLACH, Wu. . CHARACTER OF CASE

-

B
-~

ESPIOFAGE - R

SBYNOPSIS OF FACTC:

‘elassifiod Mavy project at Eperry Gyroscope ‘which involved

York, he vizivad gurfeszt 1in lewarl:, N, J. on three or four

TECM™E RIACH, uvron intervisy, denies ever havirg any dnfometion
ab.ut & cla‘rific_ groject at Sper:ry Gyroscope Compeany dusring
¥crld War Ii; etated that Af he asked POPRIS PRITDVAL an

Questicnau re~ard4r° this prejeci, FRIEDIIAK must have nentioncd
it. Ge advleed he wa2s never asked by Soviet superiors to

obtaln any informction regerding such a project nt Eperry
Gyroscces. .

- c -
m!IAILu: Sl

MORTIS FRLD*M. 1818 Nerth 1€th Street, FReading, :
Pa., on Kar i€, 16506, avvieed SA KALLON J, PRICZ that he had beer
8 fcllow st u*ﬂn~ of gubject's at Penncylvanie State COIIege SR
tro. 1225 to 1630 an< had szen him on oscasion Bince thsat
tine, FIILDIZX advieged thet toward th» end of world War II,
vhen he .58 erploycd at fperry Cyrcscope, Lake Suecess, New

occaeicrs. He reculled that cublect had ol a* hizm adsut &
scme gcrt of aiming or camputing device for use cn alrplenes,’

e algo stcted thet he remanbcred that subject tcld him that
afcer the var he, PRILDMAN, oould get a good Jcb in Russie,
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TO : . A, BrcniganéK"
‘FRO.V: H. A WALLACE Ve <

s T

THoras L. J3LACK

&%-R

Captioned case has been reviewed and careful
consicderation given to the acdvisability of
cny re-interviews, interviews -or other
action whichmay now aprecr warranted. JIn

- tre event such row appears desircble,
nec:cssary action is being initiated.

Bureau file: C..S‘-—\‘f-f/oﬂ/

65- SUT -~
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- Plrostsr, FEI 11/1/55
SAC, Philefelphla (100-3622%) oo
G20 G% AIBIRT SCYTEES, wes,
gt -5 D '
02 - ElluZ Aims B
De Filveuicee le“ter te Philedelphia 10/18/3€,
Lol osvicen WL subieeb Lz oudsr wromtation o
proceadivey by TN, Milweoabze, ¥is, In cunnection *7ith thie ' N
cage, 1 ocs:r 25 to know whether THOWMNS L, BPI&CK would be ~

ev..uu.- . to teetily at sush proccediniz, Informaticny fuw-
nizhca b; EL.CK is containcd irn Piniladelvhic fiie 65-4332-1B-17,

pRg 32,. xl.nac;l-sh 1¢ w38 reqreated to adviss 4 DIACK is N
evailzvle €T tentifly L

. .y
Do fol - awin~ 1o 8 dacimntetion of the tnformtion e
coneerning, subiesy 10 Piiitdelpnin ﬁ.le z~5~-'-6?32-1‘=-17. rage 3257 .
iceatity: Tu‘“f_ - . L,. E ACEL
1
Imve of Activity SCYTHEZS arsyve BIACK end :
or Leccorlopticn other SWP orecbers to 'rzcni.on ﬁnu
‘of Informitico: leonia, No Jo» 11/9/37¢
Recelwel: 6/22/50 )
L0000 Roceelbving ShL BOLIT W, ROLILS and
Inform:tion: WILLIAN B, WRITE, Jr.

!'"- thn information of NMilvaulee, B.AC" rresently
~sb.L.s. 2t L oyl, BoM 243, nncns‘:‘m\n, H, s in care of
QR P Cx...x

..

e

L opuoenuy 1 = 35=59121) (RTACEK) (Pe?‘ote"% 1il) )
= Yewari: (Co=t0TH) (Registercd "hil) ,I s,
= Hilweui.cd (10>-11‘133 (- f“uisxe"eci v=11) B
- K'n*L.wl'hm (1 - 3GL-3in2 .
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In2szoch 83 TIACK testified publicly before th.a
Senate Internnl Security Subotmmittes on 5/17/55, Rewark

ehole canraet BILACY. and deternine A he 18 evatlable to :

testify, in acccrdance with the req.aect of INS, Phuadelphia
phovié he fMasnizhed & copy Of Neuark's coammnunication for

fn‘ormiion.
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To  :  DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) DATE:  12/h/56
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03.:“” - £.C, FEITADELPEIA (555332) C )’-l

M,P,.--—- -- +n"1C1ES 27T l

SUBJECT: TEOMAS L. BIAC:( vas,
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PH 65-5332

R It is, therefore, suggested that Kewvark interview BIACK along
' "- the lines suggested above.Lu_)

1
.

Pu-cau authority 1s not necessary for this recontact since BIACK

has deen cooperat!jre in the past and since he has been utilized as & source

of information. (W

- PUREEN
oo
3L
o\ s o
ANz

) . -
- P G
COTe 2y
. PN :"“‘-jil.

L -

-

b ot b =



[ D SN U et e

LT ]
STaAnDARD "ORsl 0. 84 ‘

Oﬁice ]‘46/120%724%772 « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
CL«'NR HTIAL

TO : Director, FBI (65-59181) DATE: * 12/13/56 -;w."

- T
91?9 SAC, Newark (65-4074) . L

SUBJECT: THOMAS L. BLACK, was.

ESPIONAGE - R . : .

3-Bureau
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Oﬁice Memo;O zdzmz UMITED STAMS GOVERNMENT
DATE: 12_/27/56 '

TO s DIRECIOR, FBI (65-59181‘)
CCHE TIAL N R
rrod SAC, NEWARK (65-4074) S ¥
I . ,,A BN CEAN

A e LN

SUBJECT: THOM¥AS L. BLACK, was. N .
ESP = R _ , R

3

i
RePHlet to the Bureau, 12/4/55.(&.\)
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Oﬂice Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

0 VR, NICHOLS DATE: 2-4-57 - .7
I . Tolsos
s . ‘ -Ni f J—
FROM : L. E. SHORT : B;:Lmn__
. Belmont .
Mohs
Pasons e
SUBJECT: SUMIARIES OF SOVIET ACTIVITIES Rosen
IN THE UNITED STATES : fom=
Bufile 100-3456686 - Nease
. Tele. Rrom .
Ho;lomcn
Gandy

¥e have received 29 volumes (Part 1 through
Part 28 cnd clso Part 7-i) of hearings before a Subcommittee
of the 00rr2ttee on the Jud:czary of the Unitec States Senate
copiiencs Scope of Soviet Activity in the United States.” 2
These hecrings were held during 1956 end as they were held the i
Bureavu rece~ved stenographic transcripts and photostats of the
vericus hearings. As received these have been reviewed,
menorandc prepcred; and indering has been done,

In orde- %o file cll of these volumes cs well g8

SJuture volunes Ir this series that may be received, thie memo=-
rancum should be filed in the cbove ccptioned file. Separately, '
S0 copies of this memorandurm on plastiplate are being regutisi-
tioned in order thct our Claseifiers may plcce a copy in files 'o-
¢.” Tndividucie on whon the Bureau mainicins o6 sepcrate cese file.
This will minimize indering and make our subject matter files

mcre up to dats., #e do not propose to inder individusls in the

[ I

29 volumes whken we plcce @ copy of this memorandum In their ?
case file. :
Y

RECO)VERTATICH, .
l. That this be referrec to thc Espionage Section for '?

the sttention of Xr. Turner,
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O]ﬁce Mesnoranduns « UNITED STATES GOVERNME_NT

o 1 DIRECTCR, FBI (65-59181) pate:  2/13/57 .- .
y}'n%i : SAC, NMIWARX (65=4074)
e

SUBJECT: TiIOMAS L. BLACK, was.
ESPSITLGE - R
00: NIWLEK

Re Priladelphia letter to Newsrx dated 1/8/57.
Perur»des herzs . th to the Burs:. and the Philedelphie
(?fice is one rhciostet each of six articles written bty the D
subject and ETGENZLYONS, which eppeared in the "New York © X
¥irror" from 6/10/6 th“ou"n 6/15/56. (J\
Triese erticles are furnished to Philedelphia per C\
fts request end to the Bureamu to complete its file, f‘!f
. 1
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= Memorandum T
' ‘ — ’ © e
To :  Mr, ‘. A, Branigan' ¥ paTE:  5/3/62 © Tern
. ’ R v - ;::mhm_-_
) Holmes _
. X - wll . N Gandy -
FROM Mre WL A, A.-llb\ E_? P ‘QET _
® . A
SUBJECT: TROMAS LESSING BLACK ' ) ' REC?

ESPIONAGE - R

There is attached a letterhead recmorandum from the
Newarl: Office setting forth the results of an interview with
Thoras L, Dlzck on 4/5/¢2. Black has been the subjeci of a
previous irvestization by the Bureat in conncction with the
onerztions nf Haiiy Gold =2rnd others who were involved in Soviet
espiona2ze. lic has adwmitted his former espionmage activities and
has been interviewcd on several occasions in the past for the -
purpose of develoning fiyrther information rcgarding Soviet '
e5pionage_activities.!tfr :

ACTION:

4

. It is recomended that the attzched letterhead memorandum
be pluced in the main file of Thomas L, Dlack in order thet his - -
file will rcfiuat the results of the current interview with him.(uo
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Enclosure ,/}//' -
\}\\:\‘." .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BURFSAU OF INVESTIGATION C
Rewark, Rew Jersey S T

"April 1S, 1532 _ : g‘&?i

THOMAS L. BLACK
BSPIOSAGE -~ R

Thomas L. Elack wv-~ interviewed cr Anril 5. 1962
by speciar Agents D --: GRNINNN 57

At the outset oi the interview, Black stated he was
Btill living in Sparta, New Jersey and is presently employed
by the Ravex Corporation, 589 Ferry Street, Newark, N, J.,
as a chenmist,

Black was shown photographs of various individuals
who were involved in the Rosenberg case, including Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg, David and Ruth Greenglass, Joel Barr, Alfred
Sernnt, William Perl, VivianGiassial and Morton Sobell, He
sdviscd that be did not know anyone of these individuals and
the only information he could offer would be -what he read
in the newspapers at the time of the arrest and subsequent
trial of the Rosenbergs, He also advised he did not know Morris
or Lona Cohen, te

Concerning his own activities, Black stated from
approximately 1940 to May, 1945, his Soviet principal was
Joserh {atz, Duripng this period he also had other principals
for shcrt periods of time, but he felt that they were more or
less filling in for Katz, who was unavailable. He could not
recall the names of these principals, Black stated his recollec-
tion was somewhat hazy due to the lapse of time and the only
principals whom he recalls real well were Gaik Ovakimian, Paul
Peterson, Dr, Gregori Rabinovich, Xarl), John, Semenov and Joe
Katz,

In showing Black pictures of the Rosenberg group, a
photograph of Alexander Raev was placed among the pictures,. .
Raev was the only indivicual Elack stated he hac ever met, 7+~ -
Ee identified Raev's photozraph as being identical with an fr'ff
individual whom he met on two occasions sometime between 1939
and May, 1945, Black stated he believed he was introduced to~
Raev by Joe Katz, However, he is not certain of this and it

“Tlsee)
jﬁsﬂuoguu ; .
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THOMAS L, BLACK

could possibly have been someone else, He believed the first
meeting occurred in a restaurant in midtown Manhattan, While
dining, Raev set up a date for a future meeting.

According to Black, the next meeting occurred about
one month later and they met in front of the information booth
in Penn Station, New York City, This second meeting was
merely a get-acquainted meeting and Black does not recall
receiving anv assignments, Pe believed they had dinner together
at a restaurant near Penn Station and be did not see Raev any
more sfter This meeting.

Black recalled Raev as the type of person who always
seemed to wear a smile, Ee had a pleasant personality and he
impressed Black as being a novice in the "spy business". Black
explained this by stating that he felt Raev viclated a breach
of security by arranging for a mcet in front of the information
booth at Penn Station, Black felt that a core experienced agent
would pot sclect such a place for a meet, v

In response to an inquiry as to why he hedged on &
prior identification of Raev, Black stated that whatever he
sald at any previous time would have been true to the best o2
his recollection as of that time, He recalled being previously
questioned concerning Raev and recalled stating that he did .
not know whethe: or not he had ever met him, 1In an effort to

‘ ‘'determine when bhe met Raev, Black stated that it would heve
been sometine betveen 1€35 and iay, 1945, Vhen he was told -
that Raev did not enter the United States until February, 1944,
Black stated that in that case it would have beea between
February, 1944 and May, 1945,

Black also stated that from 1933 to May, 1945, he
lived in three different apartments on Oxford Street in Newark,
N. J. These apartments were owned by the Prudential Insurance
Company, Fe does not recall the addresses on Oxford Street where
he lived, but he said that he resided in two different apartments
in the same building, He further stated that the purpose of -
these moves wacs to break away from the Soviets, which he had ““:
been trying to do since 1936, Vhen he moved he would have his
"telephone number changed to an unlisted number, 1In addition, he
also had his telephone number changed on other occasions - -
without actually moving from an apartment on Oxford Street,

2
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THOMAS L, BLACK

However, Joseph Katz was always able to findé him and Katz
intimated to him that he had a source in the telephone com-
pany for finding unlisted numbers,

The last time he saw Joseph Xatz was sometime around
May, 1945, after Black moved from Newark, N, J. to Philacelphia,

npennsylvanla to work for 3erg Laboratories, He ¢id not know how

Katc was able to find out where he was working, but in any
event, while atsent from Berg labcratories one day, he received
a p-oce cali from a Miss VWatkins, Vhen this message was relayed
tc him, he recognized it as a prearranged signal and came to

New York to see Katz., Black stated that this was the last

time he saw Xatz cr any Sovict principal,

In connection with William Stapler, Black said he
first met hin about 1943 anc believed he was introduced to
Stapler by Katz., However, he is not certain ot this acd
it could have been someone else, Black beiieved this meeting
took place in New York City, but is not certain of same., After
this initial meeting, Black met Stapler on two other occasions,

-both at Penn Station, Newark, H, J. and bothk meetings took

place within a six-weel period, At the first meeting at
Penn Station, Newark, Black gave Stapler a sealed envelope
containing over $100, Stapler complcined to Black about
money and said the Hopewell reports werc worth more than he

" was receiving, The second meeting occurred about six weeks
dater acd nothing unusual transpired at this meeting. Blzack

describzd thkis meeting as merely a maintairing cortact meeting,
In tryinz to estimate the year when theze two meetings occurred,
Black recalls Stapler telling him that his son was then 21 years
of age and was in the U. 5. Army,

Black further stated that he lost his job at Nopco in
1944, after tcn years employrent there, He told Joseph Katz
he was jobless, whereas actually he was working a few days a week
for Fine Organics in Lodi, N, J. and later for Berg Laboratories
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Since Katz thought ke was out
of work, Black received {100 a month for at least six months,
Black was certain that he did not receive only $500 and he - .3
believes it is possible that he could have received $700._ .

. At the conclusion of the interview, Rlack stated A.:ﬁf'
that he was sorry that he could not be more specific on- dates,

3



THGMAS L. BLACK

that he finds it difficult to relate events that occurred almost
twenty years ago.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.-. It is the
property of the FBI and 16 loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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FREDLRIC: C. ZINCK, At thit tise wne fi1lm forwarded by New York by
Airtel 8/1 /58 was exhib:ted (. RLACK twice, He was also shown
the picture of the man b7 lieved L. = subject at an earlier age
forwarded with New Yors 2i1vie: §-13,5%, Also diszussed with

BLACK were the personai Jdiosyncras:es of subject and compared

to those of PAUL, bhig espionure principal, g BLACK {furnished the
following informatior: éd’ﬁﬁuﬁ C

NOT RFCORDED
S8urveillance Film

) BLACK is quite certain that the man d.ep-i.ctad—tn—thel 141lx
could not be identical with PAUL.. PAUL was heavy set and had a full
face, If he had lost that much weighkt in 25 years, his face would

TO :  DIRECTOR, PBI (105-64089)
\ &

FROM : SAC, NEWARK (L0H=544€) !

SUBJECT: JOSEPI! GKENBER® was. s SR
18§ - R : ’

i 00 - M

Re NY Airtel i1¢ Burea.., 7 21/58; Philadelphia Airtel

To Bureau, 7,/30/58; New York Aivie! tu Bureau, 8/13/58; and

New York Airtel to Bureau, 81454, : y

i

on 8/4"/52; THOMAS L.Jewait wub interviewed by A -/

174 SEF 4 1958 . e

have to show it in the form of wrinkles, etc. 7The mzn in ths tiln:{

does not sppear old enough as PAUL would be mearly sixty years of

a9 now, (PAUL was a young man during the Russian Revolntion,lo
must have been born around 1290,)

The nose of the man in the film is shaped differently
than PAUL's snd sppears largor., The man in the £ilm walkgs in
& manner timilar to the way PAUL walked, Unless PAUL has changed~”
eorpletely in hir habits, he never would have ramoved kis coszt on
thks strest o have gone without a tie as the man in the film did,
(PAUL was 2 fenatic on neat dress and at the time BLACK knev him
would not havs dressed without a tie even in the hottest wegth

2-Xew York (105-27207) ttxteXx (RY) )
‘1=-Pailedalphia (105-3441) (info) (RM) 2 A 3/1{;3 ;
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All things considered, BLACK is certain that the man
in the film is not PAUL.

Picture of man bolieved to be subject at au
©urlier ~ie ‘secured through cooperation of
o 1/8/5¢ _@7%

fLACK 1s certaic that this 3is not a picture of PAUL,
Resxenc2 anc Employment

‘ JiiACK knew ncothing of PAUL's residence or employmcni.
- Fron references mrde during conversations, he assumed that PAUL

hué some typs of cover emplovment, BLACK is certain PAUL could nct
‘have been emnloyed a3z a waiter, Such.a job would not suit PALL's
personality, He traveled qu. te a bit and appeared to be so

enzageud that he would never iiave to be at a job at any given time,
BLACK 1s ccrtain PAUL would not have taken a job where he would be
exposed s mant people arc a wvaliter would, PAUL was always very
careful) whcre they went and was conscious of anyocile recognizing '
him, One time when BLACK and PAUL wore in an Italian restaurant

and before they had ordered, PAUL saw a man whom he recognized

enter the rostaurant and therearter told BLACK that they should
leave 1mmediately.

Drinkin} Habits

PAUL drank occasionally, always in restaurants, not at
Jbara., He would ugunlly order a drink according to the occasion
‘and in keeping with the type of place whore they ware dining.
In an Italian restaurart he would probably order wine with his
moal, In Childs restezarant they usually bhad cocktatils, Om -
occasion they would heve hichballs. BLACK cennot rocall any brand

of liquor ordered by PAUL and does not asgociate Canadian Cludb
whigkey with hinm,

lating Habits

PAUL did not have any severe stcmach trouble buf occasionally

hed a “sour stomach™ and would enter a& drugstore to get a Bromo- .
seiteor, BLACK nover krecw PAUL to follov a diet (as 1nd1catod hw
HARRY GOLD), and he often ate rich foods, .

. ',,
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BLACK is certain that PAUL never used his knife and ruiu
fork in "European style."” P.U. was intent on appearing American
in every way and used to lec ure BLACK on nol appearing European,
He criticized BLACK for. orde: ‘ng Russian dressing on one occasion
because he said that they sl -i1ld never give any indication of
sympathy for Russis or anythiag Europea:u,

Reading Habits

BLACK knew nothim. of PAUL's read:ing hatiis, He felt
that PAUL wacs woll read, : :

8roking Habits

BLACK never knew P:UL t0o smuke. He uid aot eriticize
BLACK for smoking, but at on: time whe:rn he noted that BLACK had
switched frogx Camols tu Raleighs, he told him te change back to
Carecls since Raleigh cigaret:i:es displiayed a union label, and he
felt soneone might thipnk BLACK wis sympatheti. to urnions,

BLACK feels that GILD must nave PAUL counfused with one -
of his other contacts wher h2 says that PAUL wis a2 heavy smoker.
BLACK pointed out here that he knew PAUL better than GOLD, having
had contact with bim over a longer period of time.

Bontertainment Habits

. BLACK knew nothing of PAUL's entertainment habits, but
frox his per=onality mand manner of talking, he feels sure that -
he was not tha type to be interested in horse racing or other forms
o? wagoring. He was the type who would have gone to the theater

or attend functions of an intellectual nature,'

Lapguage Ability

PAUL spoke Engligh slowly with an accent which BLACK felt
vas a Baverian-typs Gsrzman accent, He spoke goftly at all timeg -
esven if he war excited and angry. He was never known to raiss his
voice, BLACK alvays felt that PAUL was rot Rusgian but may have

beon able to spyak Russisn, He never associated PAUL with Lithuania, -

RN
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Dress and Personal Nlteg

PAUL dressed well at ali times sad was very particular
about being neat,

PAUL walked slowly and iay bave leaned forward slightly,
PAUL did not walk with his toes p«inted out, BLACK is ce:itain of
this since he himseclf walked that wa: because of flat feet, which
bhe eventuzlly corrected by using :rxrcl supports. While ne walked

that way, he was very conscious oi tle mann2r in which other people -

walked. He agreed that the man in t!e film walked very much like
PAUL did. : :

PAUL did not wear glassecs when BLACK knew nin,

- PAUL had no mole on his 31.1:: as far as BLACK can recall.
He thinks he would.remember it and 1 .0 is certialn that PAUL would
have had it removed since he was so .. tent on nol having any
distinguisialing features, .

Conclusions ' ' _ '

BILACK advised that after viewing the several pictures
"displayed to him previously, the new >ne ghown to Lim, seeing the
£ilm and discussing subject's charac: :ristics and habits, be is
certain that subject is not identical with PAUL., He stated that
in the event GOLD does not eliminate s1ibject after seeing the filx,
.he would bo more ther willing to assisti turther in thig matter, '
He sugr>sted that if desirable, sometime when it wes deterrinsd
vherc gutject wes workirg and time would pormit, he could go there .

234 asTengs to be waited on by subject. He could then see htm % &'

fico~to-facs and could bear his voice. He feels sure he would keow
PAUL's voice should hs hear it aghin., He also suggested that if
degsired, they could be observed and he would greet subject as

PAUL and subject's reaction could be observed. He could then pass
it off as mistaken identity, -

It should be borne in mind, however, that anyone knowing
BLACKX would irmediatoly recognize hin in viev of his unusual .
appoarance, BLACK pointed out that by merely observirg subjpct on:
the strest at a distance would not be much differont than seeing
the film since the film is a good one and contains several clonr :
closs-up views of the subject.
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Jriorisy ot Methoc of Mailing s

BLACK advised thut he works more or less on hls own and

could make himself available most any.day i1f notified early in the

morning.

The above is pointed out to reflect BLACK's cooperativen--
and availability in the event other action may be necessary in the

future to definitely establisk that subject is noti identical with

PAUL.

Approved:

Sposted Azeat {n Chesga
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To: F. A, Branigaury«pﬁ:. Date/o/f‘ //J“f/

FROu: M. H WALLACE NI xgw

| .. ,4; |
THonat LESSING [FLAK 1525399

Lsir- R

Captloned cace has dbeen reviewed ard careful consideration
given to the advigadbility of any reinterviews, interviews

or other action which may now appear warranted. JIn the .
event such now appears desiradble, necessary action is being
initicted.
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. FBI .
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{Type in plaintext or code) | g .
AIRTEL t “ g !
ta : (I'civrity) § {\
e e o e e i o T e - = —————— - - - - s - —— - — ) SR -
________ i\
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (65-57913) _ 4 |
FROi1: SAC, NLWARKX (65-3923) (P) ) .- ,
: Ny
SUBJECT: J2SIPH KATZ, aka !
ESP-R \\
(0D :KZW YORK)
Re New York telectype, 10/15/74. C N\
New York airtel to Bureau, 10/31/74. (2N

123-

Ave., Deal, NJ, Apt. C-"7.

v :- r= NOT REC ORDED
| ﬁ“"lfﬁ KOV 201874
* «3 Bureau

- (1265-55181) (BLACK) ——
.3-liew York (65-14918) :
(1-55-15338) (BLACK)

Burcau letter to lewark and New York, 11/7/74. - '

On 11/11/74,

Borne Chemical Co., 832 >c. Front S5t., ZlazaZech Port, lid, 0 .
* . furnished the following inforration: 87 !

THOMAS L. C%L;,u,"DPOB 7/5/07, Bloom:burg, Pa., SSAN '
09-0ext, was last emnloyed by LEorne Chemicul Co., on 5/8/65.

<3
o
Residence at chat time was 1 Roseld (possxbly Roseland) §

ég‘-{,’?/f/’. vl

—

3=-Newar: ; CI‘AS?“-;:_ ““““ , .';....Z"'.’... "“‘T'O‘J
(1-65-4074) EXENDT “c R R ..
PHC/1:t 5;?5‘3‘1 : 3"’ B,
(9) "_...-_--.-_ cmeer s iuxo* . Indcfmztg ,,,,,,,
RS “
Lo
ENEE > .
Loss Grirt _,.q COPY
e -
. : Approved: 117/ i Sent RY| et

S L YN

vty ‘Sj'?’:iﬂ: £3ent an ChOYGC‘ L U. 5. 0ONYL ®o, RTPRINIIND U1+ T 1071 = <39=132



NK 65-3923

| BLACK formerly worked at Havex Corp., 589 Ferry St.,
Newark, NJ, as a chemist from 9/C1 to 4/62. This firm is
cur: ently out of business. '

On his employment apﬂ¢4catzon at Borne Chemical,
BLACK 1lstcd two 1nd1v1duals as currentlyv emnloved v Eorne

Subsequent to BLACK's departure from Borne Chemical,
he had teamed with RICHARD G. DEXHLIMER (characterized as an
"idea man") and this pair had rented space in a plant of the
Resin Corp. of fmerica, 1393 West Blancke St., Linden, NJ,
telephone 862-5155.

.dvised that subsequent to this erployment,
he believca tiiat BLACK may have entered the dismartling business
in Bayonne, NJ.

‘ zdvised that DEXHEIMER had resided at -
#3 Lady Bess vuoive, Decal, NJ, in 9/€4, however, ha4 had inquiries
frcm creditors of DEXHEIMER subscquent to his dcpartu“e from Borne -
- Chemical, which indicated this address was no longer current.

A review of Nauwark file 65-4074 reveals a telephone ».
listing for BLACK in Sparta, NJ, which is no longe= current. -

A check of telephone listing for Sparta and Deal was
conducted in an attempt to locate any current listing for BuACK
- with negative results.

- —_dvised that BLACK liste.d as the person to
be contactec in the event of an emergency E. SEGESSEMANN, of
#¥D #1, Franklin Lakes, NJ, telephone FE7-7266. This individual
is undoubtedly identical w‘th ERNEST G. SEGESSEMANN, DOB 3/28/01,
POB Thun, Switzerland, SSAN 136-07-9454.

- . - .o

3 - Ll

A review of BLACK's file additionally lists JACOB ISRAEL
FASS, aka Jack Fass, DPOB 9/1/18, Brooklyn, NY, as an associate of
BLACK. g

gk New York note that in referenced New York alrtei riié
Newark file number for the JOSLPH KATZ files was 1nadvertent1y
nistyped as 3933, .

e

. -_,mp




NK 65-3923

Newark is not in receipt of New Ybrk teletype 10718774, -

New York is requested to aosscce fo-

c

cihiriev of locating
BLACK's currcnt employment Newark not
being in possessicn of all recw... on in this case is
unable to pass judgement on the correctness of locating BLACK
through his former associates, who may be in a position to alert
BLACK to current Bureau intercest in him.

S v D ey e oe-
—abe a sl X

LEADS

NEW YOI.x

"AT NEW YORK, NIW YORK: Advise Newark of assessment. _
NEVWAR:

AT KZIWARX, NEW JERSEY: Will report results of :
catstanding DIV cliecks. - Vix]”




ransmit the following an
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Giot. 3eagcbdl .
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FBI

Date: 2/6/175

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRT=L
(Priority) -2
T0: DIRECTCR, FEI (£5-57313)
FRO!:: SAC, NZWARX (65-3923) (RuUC) e
1T =

/;/:

edvised that BIEZLAWSKI nac been ermployed bty Srooth-On, Inc.,

7

[ Vi

'-'-d---.— - e M e tub s U am @ - "

SUBJECT: JCSEEH KATZ, aka !

ESP-R %ﬂ
(00: NEW YCRK) . _1,5_7 ﬁgﬁ

Re: Atiznta airtel to Bureau, 1/28/75.

o
4

A review of DM/ recoris 2 N.J., on

¢t Trencon,
2/5/75, raflected tnat ALZX R. EIELAKSKI, oris L/15/33
payornne, ..., home zdcdress 127 YWest 1Sth St., ZBavenne, '
N.J., ezpliorment Smoot%~-Cn, Inz., 1300 Valliey Fozi, Gillette,
N.J., was icssued I.J. driver's licerse B54155-01979-045304,

which expired in 21971.

Or 2/6/175 Szooth-0rn, Inc.,
1000 Valley Road, GIl_e¢liz, ..., ve-ezhone 221-¢47-5800,

as 2 laborztory technician. ke bezan e::lc*ren. in 1965
when Snoo.ﬁ-Oﬁ, Inc., was locazted in Jersey City, N.J.

. /6'-— /7/-/ 0

- -
s e

L/

Original Filed In

3r3 reau &) o & =N PPYICATION
-65-521381) YBLACKS - (O20ER 11652
2¥Atlante (65-1407) X 3
3-New York (55-11"913) . Ol IhD"“I?:TE
(1-65-15336) (ELACK)
2-Newark -
(1-65-4074) vy vory nhmﬂﬁrn-
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NK 65-3923 T
L
and terrminated his employment in 1971, tased on the in- .%;"

creased commute to Smooth-Cn's new location in Gillette, e
N.J., &nd the refuszl on the part of his irmediate super-
visor to recormmend an increased in salary for him.

~tated that it was his understanéing
that BIELAWSHI resized with his father in Bzyonrne, H.J.,
and may have a private income. He stated that BIELEWSKI.
has a pnysical disatility in theat his right foot angles out
substantiaily.

. .aaracterized E&mocth-Cn, Inc., as a firm
dealing prinariiy in plastic and epoxy cements which manufactures
flexible molés and c*astic tocling eculpnment among other pro-
ducts which are derived from a base of po¢jsulfice or polyuratnane.

He 2dvised that BIELAVWSXI's perting with -mooth-On;
Inc., vas amlavle and he h;s received nc recuests fcr re-
ferences
Newark indices negative regarding BIELAVWSKEI. .
LEADS
ATLANT A

AT CLARY.STOI, GEORGIA: Continue investigation.

NEW YORX

AT NEW VORY, Nz? VYOR:: VWi1ll continue investigatlon.
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SAC, ATLANTA (65-1407) (RUC) A

‘ . h Y
JOSEPL KATZ, aka L
ES? - R R
00: NE? YCZK (5

Pe Newerk airtel, 2/6/75, and Atlanta aiff.el. & t

1/28/75. N ) "\’\‘! :

(n 4/23/75, a review of this case file revealed . b

no further investigetion by the ftlanta Division is re- SV

quired. This case will, therefore, be pleced in an RLC L \ :
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7/1C/75 S
' ——t "::.'? i
TOFr'““ -
AILTL
T0: DIKICTOR, F3I (65 =7,13) SN
” (Aq iy INTD) ' S
!
i
e FRC4: EAC, NuW YORK (Ff-lu,13) (F) . Ry
o' 2;!
Lo AINCY: GG Toyf XATZ W
L\l‘ - R . O_? l\\z
(00: iY) TS oce s -, 5 /&.L‘Ié \\t".
ReSunirtel, 6/27/75.[W) 8
The HYO hnc ccmpleted review of naleriel necossnry | -
for tnie intervies. However, New Yori not in posseesion of ‘=,
TACMAS LiACK's tepiimon: belore thie geanate Internal fub- Py

Coxattten on May 17, 1550,

lesC reci-Cud

Heway- ias re~uceted to ferwerd

intzrview of PLACY an Anyl) &,
is retalne? in Hew York file SE.3a043,

a ¢cory of tius subject's tc3~1

New Yerh ic in ycanceeion of the

Coamittze 4n 13y of 17€5,

ocner iaforsallon reloting to there n;pcv*arc.v.(ua

whic'.
fyrox
wee the 1-et {nterviaor of BLACK.[qq
- if gveilable,
Scaate Iﬂtcrna) Seourity
() - %frau (PM) 'ffff
. - OG5 Eogle - mshe
2 - Atienia 6=-14&7 (R1)
] ? - Newark ((G5=293023
© 1 - BE-LGTRY) F:ACK)
1 - fiew Yory (v5-315=30)
1 « . Ney Yoric

ﬁfF'ﬁAﬂ
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Atiante wili notify Lew York when Inticrview with

ELACKE ir fearsible.(;_q : ' -
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AT NLCARK, NEY JIRSFY, Kerardk recuested to S

foryaré to LW 10rk, CODy S5y O €he Senate Internal Seeurity
C:numittee anpearonce 5f BLACK in May of 195t for the
omale‘iﬁn of ell statements thal BLACK has madg, both -~
to vne rureeu and Government represciatatives. (U roaedisA

TRy Yynyh N ) _.;l -
r.~¢ S T '_). |K R ) . B . "'::’, . “.,“,‘. e

AT NIY YORK, N¥*W YORF, Will awalt not.ifi..atlcn

a8t to when BLACK cen be Intervicwed.
to interview LIACK whenever Atlantas deems this 1nterv1ew S
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Date: 7/16/75

Tronsmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code!

’.—J-..--_-——;-—..-—--
.
i

Via A]ERTLL
(Priority)
701 DIRZCTOR, FBI (65-57913) T N
(ATT: INTD) o 2.
N
FRCM: SiC, NTJARK (65-3923)(RUC) - -3 .
‘.-* - .-' \‘ N
- | ‘ i !
SUBJECT: JOSEPE KAT2 e 75 :
ESP-R e Cio |
y ' {00: N=W YORK) IR ..
RS ’ i
1, Re: New York airtel to Bureau dated 7/10/75 A \\\\
. Er.zlosed herewith for the NYO i3 one copy of the e v
testimeny <l THEOMAS L,-3LiCK, 7Cf ligh S, Newszl, NJ, on - .7,
Tanurseday, ,/u/"o, pefore tnhe United States Sernate Subcommittee i
to Investigate the Acdministretion of the Internsl Security :
Act and Other Internel Security Laws of the Ccrmittee on o
the Juciciary, wasnington, D.C. ‘ et
r For the information of the NYO, on 5/2/55, THOMAS . ,';
‘| LESSING BLACK sppeared at the Mewari Office and advised on the' " |3
night before a United States Marshal cums to his residence ) o
and seryed him with a subpoena which instructed him to report = - i
5.
X X
Class g ) - Yy
Exempt g Category Z & 3
Date ~tion indefirite
08 eau
&65-59181 ) BLACK
l1-Ztlenta \bS-lu,O?)(Info.)
3-New Yorkx (65-149:3)(Enc. 1) .
5 !(q1-65k15338)(BL CK) ,,
~tewar - ARG IO LY 'H"
(1-65-4C7L) DECLA
TE</rmr on &7
(9) ‘
Approved: : Seat M Pe:

. . ~ . .
-~ , it l ' 51' =i-i Agent an Clarge . 1Y U 6. COVLLNUINT PRINTING OF NCT: 1978 =413=132



NE 65-3923 )
to tte Sencte Cffice Building at 10:00 a.m. on 5/9/56, - -:
BLACK advised he was to sppear before the same Senate L
Committee thet had heard testimcny from DAVID GREENGLASS and
"HARRY CCLD, ©PLACX advised he was concerned about testifying 2
in any open session where reporters were present. He wanted -

- to cooperete and was willing to answer any questions concerning oo
his activities a3 he had done in regard to the FBI and the ° ’

Grand Jury, but he would not like to have certain of thre
irformaticn he mir»< fyrnizh eppear i . s

11 3LU1CALGU LLAU N6 WLE WOIRDifQ adoul nls rutire ‘?i '
af ieT &3 wWOrk was concerned, as well as the possibility the ~ -
Soviets might still try to get revenge. ) ‘

In regard to the above Grand Jury, this apparently o
refers to Grand Jury proceedings held in Philadelphia, Pa.u-iﬁ*ﬁw

On 5/1U/56, BLACK appeared at the Newark Office
"-and reletec he had gcne to Weshington, D.C., on 5/6/56, and -
-was interviewed by ROBEAT MORARIS of the Senate Intarnal .
Security Subcommnittee for a ccuple of hours, et which time, ° J‘1
BELACK gave MORRIS a ccmplete statemsnt of his past activitiea.\

BLACK advised that the next day he appeared befone*y'
-the Committee for about an hour. The Committee mambers .
had copies cf his statement and, although he had not read or =
signed it, he swore to it being the truth to the best of hia LT
- recollectioﬂ. » LT

BLACK said he was still worried for foar the = ., ™
Cormittee wculd want him to testif'y in open secssion or m;ght
‘make Lis testimeny of 5/6/56, public. BLACK did not know L
.. that the Corzmittee planned to give anything to the press. S
»--. . "Even though he was not identifisd, the "New York MNews", 1n“*‘?”'
) its article, namsd ELACK es the posszble unidentified - '
.industrisl chenist, who had testified on 5/9/56. BLACK said .
he was worried abcut losing his job, even though his emnloyer .
.. had kncwn of hia activities for 2 number of years. BLACK - 7'
<%~~~ sald the mewcpaper article indicated he had worked for the’ s
’ _Soviets until 1950, whereas he actually broke with the ~;;;:zx'.;
... Corrunists in 1936 and completely broke away fron radicalwdé,‘ﬂ_;
-activities in 1940. His tostimony shcwed only that he had I
.beon contacted by the Soviets as late as 1950. R E:J»wr_
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NK 65-3923

' LACY appeared st the Newark Office on 5/13/56. "
and erxhibited a letter he had received fron ROBERT MORRIS SECA
of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. ~ The letter, =~
dated 5/10/56, stated that the Committee menmbers had decided
BLACK should testify in public sessicn for his own good ’
to clear the record for the good or the country, and to - . .
establish BLACK's place in history". BLACK was concerned _ .~
that the Cormittee would not bring out the complete story
of his opzration in order to clarify hls roll as a Soviet
Agent

-
Lot

The above informgtion appears to be pertinent in
regard tc BLACK's apnearance before the Senate Internal
Security Subcommittee.

Inasrmuch &s all outstanding 1nvestigatioh has
‘been completed, this matter is considerecé RUC.

cedinmad oo, L
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