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YMrs. SOBELL SPEAKS ~ceccae-

"Mrs. Helen Sobell will be in Phoenix this
week. She has been on a speaking tour of
West coast cities, eeeking help 1n securing
the release or a new tirial for her husband,
Morton Sobell. She satd her husband was a
victim of 'national hysteria' which pre-
vailed in this country during the Korean
War.

"In recent years and particularly this year,
many prominent theologians, scholars, lawyers,
and judges have reviewed the traiscript of his
trial and have concluded that Sobell was un-~
Justly accused.

"Author Carliton Beals says,
tSobell conviction 1s so absurd
1% is incredible.’

v

"Philosopher Bertrand Russell remarked,
'Comparison of the witcheraft
trials in Salem, Mass. with the
Sobell case 1s unavoidable.!

"Atomic Scientiat Dr. Harold C. Urey
read transcript and said,
© 'You cannot tell what Morton
Sobell is even supposed to have
done. ! -

"Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, together with
six other eminent theologians stated
flatly,
'Sobell was never implicated with
Atomlic esplonage.'!

"Professor of Philosophy Dr. Horace M.

Mallen, speaking before a rally attended

by over 1,000 people, sald, recently,
'This kind of Jjustice 18 a betrayal
of our country to the world.!

T
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"Helen Sobell will speak at a meeting to
be held at North Mountain Park in area #i on
Friday, Sept. 18th at 8 pm.

"You and your friends are cordially invited
to attend.

"Refreshments will be served."

"Auspices: Freedom for Sobell Committee
of Phoenix." :

b?0

s

on a lot of promlnent peop
Phoenlix and the receptlion was good in most cases. He

sald most of the people did not know anything about the
"facts" of the case.

420
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Onmmuaed
that the Sobel ommittee in oenix 18 no olng much,

but surely could use some money.

V¥4
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MINNIE PAPPAS

MINNIE PAPPAS was a CP member In Phoenix,
Arizona, in 1949.

b20
SARA SWING

SARA and GAYLORD SWING were members of the
Communiat Party in Phoenix, Arizona, in 1955,

592
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Arizona,

b?2

GUS PAPPAS bac

Between 1954 and 1958, GUS PAPPAS with his wife
MINNIE PAPPAS contributed to the "Daily People's World,"

$?2
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The International Workers Order has been
designated by the Attorney General of the United States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

The "Daily People's World", now known as the
"People's World", became a weekly publication in February,
1957, and is a west coast Communist newspaper.

The September 19, 1959, issue of the "Arizona
Republic", a morning newspaper of general circulation in
Phoenix, Arizona, contained the followlng article con-
cerning Mrs. MORTON SOBELL:

“The wife of Morton Sobell, convicted Soviet
s8py, is in Phoenix to organize a committee to
work for the release of her husband from a 30-year
term in federal prison.

"Sobell, an associate of Julius Rosenberg,
executed atomic spy, was found guilty by a jury
of violating the espionage act and sentenced to
a2 maximum prison term in 1951.

"Mrs. Sobell, who lives in New York. where
her husband was a college classmate of Rosenberg
at City College, has had some initial success
her, she said.

"Accompanied yesterday by a photographer,
David Eisenstein, 111 Hatcher Rd., she visited
persons active in public life to secure aid
for her bhusband.

"She sald Eisenstein was chairman of the
Phoenix committee and ldentified a Mrs. Florence S.
Stamler, of Scottsdale, as cochalirman.

"Phe executive committee of the Phoenix
Council of Churches was among the groups con-
tacted by Mrs. Sobell.

"The committee said it would pass the
matter on - to its members for their study. It

-8 -



PX 100-4333

"favored retrial, however, only if the courts
found the facts warranted such action.

"Mrs. Sobell i1s touring the country seeking
to set up community councils to act as a part
of a National Committee to Secure Justice for
Morton Sobell. She would not identify her
sources of income. ‘
"Mrs. Sobell, who is staying with Dr. Nora
Ryan, chlld psychologist for the Phoenix school
system, at 1002 E. Culver, claims her husband is
innocent. She says the 'hysteria generated by
Senator McCarthy' and the 'brutality' of the
FBI were primarily responsible for the accusation
and imprisonment of her husband.

"Mra. Sobell said she will meet with private
groups in Phoenix during her stay here. A
meeting was held in Dr. Ryan's home Thursday
night.

"Mrs. Ryan said, 'A Quaker friend of mine
called to ask if I had a spare room for Mrs,
Sobell, I've also let her use my telephone.”

The September 19, 1959, issue of the "Phoenix
Gazette", an evening newspaper of general circulation in
Phoenix, Arizona, contained the following article con-
cerning the vislt of Mrs. MORTON SOBELL:

"Mrs. Morton Sobell, wife of the electronic
engineer convicted of stealing atomic secrets
with the executed Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, is
seeking support in Phoenix for her appeal for
his release from prison and a new ¢trial.

"She told her story to the executive committee

of the P,oenix Council of Churches and will remain
here unt?l tomorrow talking to private gatherings.

-9 -
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"Sobell 1s serving his 10th year of a
30-year sentence in a federal prnitentiary at
Atlanta, Ga.

"1Ye want not only his freedom but his
innocence established as well, with & new
trial,' she said.

"Mra. Sobell claims her husband's only
connection with Rosenberg was that they attended
college together and maintained an acquaintance
through tre years. (The Rosenbergs were executed
for supplying atomic informatlon to a spy ring
working for Russia.)

"She further contends her husband, who
was tried at the same time, was the vietim of
a 'mational hysteria' which prevailed during the
Korean War.
I
"1Neither of us has ever belonged to the
Communist Party,' she sald.

"During the trial his attorneys, she said,
convinced there was no case against her husband,
thought 1t better not to have him testify when
it could be brought out that he had dad connections
with left-wing discussion groups in college.

"Several Phoenix ministers, along with clergy
of all dominations through the country, are
signing petitions for his release, she paid.

“"As for Premier Nikita Khrushchev's visit,
her thoughts are 'I think that if his visit
can make for peace it will be a good thing.'

"She not only believes in her husband's

inmocence, but also believes in the Rosenbergs!
innocence.

- 10 =
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"!T can't know abvout them as I ¥mow adbout
Morton, but from what I saw and heard during
the trial I believe they were innocent,! Mrs,
Sobell said,"

The following editorial gppeared 4in the
September 22, 1959, issue of the "A™iszona Repuvliey, a
newapaper of general ociroculation in Phoenix, Arizonas

"HE'S NO DREYFUS

"An attractive, soft-spoken intelligent
brunette named Helen Sobell came to Phoenix last
week to sell a bill of goods « and she found an
amazing number of takers., She is the wife of
Morton Sobell, who was convicted along with the
Julius Rosenbergs of conspiraecy to cormit espione

~age, The Rosenbergs have been executed, and
Sobell has served some 10 years of a 0-yoear
federal prison sentence,

“Mrs. Sobell claims her husband was & viotim
of 'the hysteria of the McCarthy era.,' S8he seeks
tJjustice' for him, but spurns parole, and wants
either a new trial or a presidential pardon that
would remove the spy stigma from her husdband's
record. While in Phoenix she raised funds to
oontinue her campaign, which Jjudging from her
printed literature is already well financed.

She persuaded the executive committees of the
Phoenix Council of Ministers to pass a resolution
in her behalf, although committes members admitted
their knowledge of the Sobell case was largely
limited to her presentation. She also organiged
& Phoenix Committees for Justice for Morton

Sobvell, which has promised to ocontinue work to
clear her husband's name, PFrom Helen Sobell's
standpoint, it was a produotive visit,

"But what of the local residents who decided
to carry & torch for a man convicted by a J of

his peers, whose lawyers oarried his appeal all the

-]l -
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"way to the U. S. Supreme Court and used all

of the many legal recourses that American
Jurisprudence affords? Are these Phoenix citizens
wllling, without personal study and high convic-
tions of his innocence, to support a man who has
had unstinted Communist help, who had gone to
Mexico on the eve of his arrest, and who never
would have stood trial if he hadn't been returned
to this country? Do they honestly belleve he

was a victim of so-~called McCarthylism, that there
was no such thing as Soviet espionage, that the
Rosenbergs and Hiss in this country, Klaus Fuchs
in Britain, and Alan Nunn May in Canada were not
all actively stealing secrets for the Soviet
Union?

"If local supporters of Morton Sobell
honestly believe he 1is innocent, they should work
for his release from prison. But if they simply
took the word of his wife -~ who 1s very loyal and
very convincing - they should drop the case like
a hot potato.

. "Sobell 18 no Dreyfus. He is not an

Innocent victim of hysteria. Comparisons of him

to Sacco and Venzetti are absurd. He had a fair

trial, and he has consistently refused to give

the authorities any 1nformation regarding the

Cormunist apparatus, of which he has extensive

nowledge. He deserves the punishment of any

person who betrays his country."

‘On Friday evening September 18, 1959, =a

meeting of the Phoenix Freedom for Sobell Committee
was held at the North Mountain Park, Area No. 4, Phoenix,
Arizona. Approximately 26 persons attended. DAVE EISEN-
STEIN, Chairman of the Sobell Committee, reviewed Mrs,
HELEN SOBELL'Ss activities since her arrival in Phoenix,
He mentioned that they had seen WILLIAM P, MAHONEY, former
Maricopa County District Attorney, and had asked him to
write a recommendation to the Parole Board for a parole
for Mrs. SOBELL!'s husband, MORTON SOBELL. EISENSTEIN also
mentioned that they had gone to mee a professor and faculty

- 12 -
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head of the student publications at Arizona State University,
Tempe, Arizora. From there they went to see the Phoenix
Councii of Churches asking for their ald, the editor for

the "A"izona Republic" and aleo representatives of the
Anerican Federation of Labor - CIO to get the support of

the labor newspaper.

Mrs. HELEN SOBELL, the main sBpeaker, talked about
her husband's trial and criticized his being ¢tried as a
co~conspirator. She claimed that the United States
Government ¢riglnally wanited MCRTGN SOBELL as a witness,

but he refused as he wanted to tell the "truth". Her

talk generally covered the items mentioned in the pam-
phlet "Today 8 Verdict" which she asked eye

annouhcé- $3 was co e meetins.
He also announced that $60.00 had been contributed at a
gathering the night before.
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urged all persons present to write letters to |
the United States Parole Board and,1f possible, to get
lawyer friends to do likewlse on behalf of = MORTON SOBELL,

IS -4

aponsor the appearance of ANNETTE TETA RUBINSTEIN, a
former New York University professor who was to be in
Phoenix the second and third of February, 1960. The
date and publicity for her appearance in Phoenix was . b70

- 14 -
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PP
to cummute the sentence of MORTON SOBELL which should be
sigred by that person or passed out totheir friends.

bd
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A meeting was held at 2334 East Devonshire
Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona, on February 2, 1960. The guest
speaker was ANNETTE T. RUBINSTEIN, a Shakespearean authority,
who chose as her subject "Shakespeare and Sputnik versus
Original Sin."

her knowledge

3 through the split
in religion and a change in man's status due to mercartilism
and the French Revolution. 8She stressed the idea of

man's replacing his dependence on God with faith in mant's
ability. Mrs. RUBINSTEIN further stated that SOBELL is

a political prisoner and that he has been offered his
freedom if he were willing to lie and say that he 1s guilty.
Letter kits containing five identical unsigned letters

‘directed to the President of the United States calling

for a commutation of SOBELL's sentence were distributed. -
DAVE EISENSTEIN announced that $15.25 was collected,

4?70

MAX- MANDEL

The March 19, 1950, issue of the"Pittsburgh
Sun Telegraph) a daily newspaper of general circularization
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, reported that MAX MANDEL, a

- 16 -
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violinist for the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, was
fired from his gosition when he was expelled from the
American Federation of Musicilans, Local 60, AFL, after

MATT CVETIC testified before the House Committee on

Un-American Activities that MAX MANDEL was a Communist
Party member.

420

- 17 -



il

PX 100-4333




PX 100-4333

IRMA (WIDGE) NEWMAN was a member of the American
Youth for Democracy from June, 1943, to 1945, while attend-
ing New York University, New York, New York 40

The American Youth for Democracy has been
designated by the Attorney General of the United States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

1. Four page mimeographed pamphlet captioned:
"TOWARD FREEDOM FOR MORTON SOBELL. NEXT
STEPS IN OUR PROGRAM, Octobe 1 ", on

the let ad of

2. Two page mimeographed leaflet dated
November 10, 1959, captioned "IMPORTANT
TELEVISION BREAKTHROUGH" and indicated
as "MEMO #53" on letterhead of CSJMS,

Printed leaflet entitled: "When Conscience
Speaks" which is a sermon delivered on
April 12, 1959, by SAMUEL A. WRIGHT, Jr.,

- 19 - .
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Minister, The Unitarian Church of Marin, at !
a meeting in the Tamalpais Centre Women's ’
Club, Kentfield, California.

yl4

3, One page mimeographed leaflet dated December 18,
1959, and captioned " NEW APPEAL TO PRESIDENT BY PHILOSO-
. 'PHERS BERTRAND RUSSELL AND MARTIN BUBER" and

indicated to be "MEMO #55", on letterhead of
CSJMS.

Two page mimeographed leaflet containing the
"Text of an Editorial from the St. Petersburg,
Florida, ‘Times', November 14, 1959", entitled:
“WHO'S GIVING AWAY SECRETS NOW?"

EEE- 420

4., Three page mimeographed leaflet dated January 15,
1960, indicated to be "MEMO #56" on letterhead
of CSJMS. Enclosed was a printed uns=igned
letter addressed to President DWIGHT D. EISEN-
HOWER, The White House, Washington, D. C. ask-
ing that the sentence of MORTON SOBELL be
commuted to the time served.

5. A one page mimeographed letter dated January 5,
. 1960, on the letterhead of the CSJMS, addressed

- 20 -



il -

L

PX 100-4333

to President Dwight D. Eisenhower from Mrs.
MORTON (HELEN) SOBELL and Mrs. ROSE SOBELL,
Co~Charimen, which enclosed a sixteen page
mimeographed "Report to Dwight D. Eisenhower,
President of the United States, submitted by
“ the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton
Sobell for thg pe
) 0.'

8

6. Two page mimeographed leaflet dated January 29,
1960, and indicated as "MEMO #57" on the
letterhead of the CSJMS, New York. Also
a release of the CSJMS, 940 Broadway, New
York 10, New York, csptioned: "NOTABLES FROM
ISRAEL APPEAL TO EISENHOWER TO RELEASE MORTON
SOBELL FROM PRISON."

- 2] -
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APPENDIX

“National Guardian"
Weekly Guardian Asmoclates, Inc.

The 1949 report of the California Committee on
Un-American Activities cited the "National Guardian" as a
publication launched in New York in 1948 aiming at nationel
circulation, wkich they found to be from its inception,
notoriously Stalinist in i1tas staff, writers, management and
content. (1949 Repcrt of the California Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-Amerlcan Activities, Page 394.)

The masthead of the "National Guardian" issue of
May 9, 1955, reflects that it 1s published weekly by Weekly

Guardian Associates, Incorporated, 17 Murray Street, New York 7,
New York.

CON AL
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UNIDED JTATES DEPARTMENT OF JOSTICE
'  FEDERAL BUREAU OF DIVESTIGATION
March 17,
In Reply, Pleare Refer to
File No. 100-4333

Re: THE COMMITTEE TO SECURE
JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL
IS - C

Reference is made t5 the report of SA— b%C
-dated 3/17/60 at Phoenix, Arizona.
Confidential inform “ bR
mentioned in the refere:sced repat*c, have furnlshe
reliable information in the past.

Propexty cf the Fil - This report 1s loaned to
you by the Federal Rureau c¢f Investigation, and neither 1t

nor ites contents are to be distxiouted outside the agency
to which loaned.

)
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Freedom for Marton Sobell was urged by 15 prominent Israclis
in a letler (o Eisenhower by De FoJo Lane, head of the Tsraeli Leaguoe
for the Rizhis of Man.  Not committing themsehes on the issue of
innocenee, the 150 of diffeient political views. urge clemeney. Thev are
Dr. Lidwig Bachr, Vrof, Samuel Hago Bergman, Hehrew Ul Nathan
Bistritzky. snthor. Nathan Hal<hi. head, Tsrael Branch. War Resisters”
International. D Swiuel Fisenstadt. Jacady Gruenbaum. former Min.
ister of Interior. Deo Martin Hieshfeld, Weizmann Institute, Mes.
Margot Klausner. De. Mt Nathan, Peof. AL Reiner and Dr. Nal.
tali Sehiwid of Vechnion, Poll Ernst Simon, Hebrew Ul Prof. NoH,
Tar-Sinai, head of the Acadeny of the Hebrew Language. Prof. Anna
Weizmann, Weimnann Tostitute,
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'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE oy OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE

ALBANY NEW_YORK 3/18/60 |

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

INVEST IGATIVE PERIOD

3/4 -~ 14/60

CHARAC b

INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE
FOR MORTON SOBELL

SYNOPSIS:
REFERENCES
Report of SA 9/18/59, at Albany.
Report of SA dated 1/28/60 at New York. 4,.
-pP¥ -
INFORMANTS
Jdentlty of Source File where Located
- U ‘70 100-13260
100-13260
s
G T L N ST T

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

IN CHAR GE

cories uaze: -6 -Bureau (106 3878?5)(}@4) I B

et

— -._‘__'.—*_~

,+ “—1-G-2 New York
b .~ 1=-ONI, New York(RM
1-0SI, Rome, New York(RM)
P’ /3-New York (100- 107111 ) (M)
~2-Albany (100-13260)

_[OO0- O -3PS3 -
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PROPERTY OF FLI —This rep oxt is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contants are to be distributed outside the agency to which loane |
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Identity of Source File where Located

-3 1 U ¢ 100-13260-@f)

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA bd

Careful consideration has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utllized in the report only in those
instances where the identities of the sources must be concealed.

T rt is classified Congtdential because the data
reported bymcould reasonably resdlt in the identification
of a Confidentila nformant of continuing value and compromise his
future effectiveness, 420

LEAD
ALBANY OFFICE

AT SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

Will follow and report activities of captioned organization
and of the Syracuse Sobell Committee,

B*

COVER PAGE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

[

Copy to:

1-G-2, New York; 1-0SI, Rome, New York
1-0ONI, New York

Report of: Office:
) SA 2¢ fee:  ALBANY
Dafe. B/F '

Field Office File #: v 1 30 13060 Bureau File 1: 100-387835
Tl COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE
FOR MORTON SOBELL

Choracter:  TNPERNAL SECURITY - C

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950
Sysomii:  guracuse Sobell Committee identified as affiliate of Committee
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, 940 Broadway, New ¥York
City, New York. LILLIAN REINER, according to informant, was
listed as Chairman of Syracuse Sobell Committee and this same
informant furnished informatiosn reflectinrs JANE ANDERSON as
Secretary-Treasurer,

-P¥a

Thie dacument contuinz nefther recommendations nor conclusions of the FHL. It {5 thr property of the I'BJ ond (s loaned 1o
your ayency; I and Ils cantents are not ta be distributed outstde your anency.
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DETAILS:
PREFACE

On March 14, 1960, Confidential :cnformant!aavised
that the Syracuse Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell was

an affiliate of the National Committee to Secure Justice for Morton $70
Sobell.

Committee to Secure Justice for
Morton Sobell

"Following the execution of atomic spies Ethel and Julius
Rosenberg in June, 1953, the Communist campaign assumed a different
emphasis, Its major effort centered upon Morton Sobell!, the
Rosenbergs éodefendant, The National Committee to Secure Justice
in the Rosenberg case-~a Communist front which had been conducting
the campaign in the United States--was reconstituted as the National
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in Chlcags in October
1953 and tthen as the National Committee to Secure Justice for
Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg case,! (The 'Guide to Subversive
Organizations and Publications' dated January 2, 1957, issued by
the House Committee on Un-American Activities, page 60)."

In September, 1954, the name National Committee to Secure
Justice for Morton Sobell appeared on literature issued by the
Committee, In March, 1955, the new name "Committee to Secure
Justice for Morton Sobell" first appeared on literature issued
by the Committee.

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory
11ists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as being
located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York,

SYRACUSE SOBELL COMMITTEE

# !Iurn!s!ed in!‘ormation that showed !!at
he oyracuse Sobell Committee was afflliated with the Committee to

Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, 940 Broadway, New York 10, New ¥York,
and that the Syracuse Sobell Committee, 1009 Cumberland Avenue,
Syracuse, New York, had been formed for five years, Y Y24
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Confidential Informant dvised on Yy,
- that the Syracuse Sobell Committee is stlll in existence,
On furnished
information showing that LILLIAN REINER (Mrs. HOWARD REINER),
1009 Cumberland Avenue, Syracuse, New ¥York, was Chairman of the

Syracuse Sobell Committee as of February, 1959. b"d
F furnished information on |G
F which showed that JANE ANDERSON was Secretary-Treasurer of
e Syracuse Sobell Committee, b"d

Confidential Informanmdvised that

LILLIAN REINER, &s of lMarc , 1951, was

not known as a member of the Communist

Party at that time, but as Chairman of the 420

American Labor Party, was closely assoclated
with Communist Party members,

See appendix for characterization of the American Labor

advised on [ NN
that JANE ANDERSON was a long time

member of the Communist Party at Syracusg,
New York, ) b?

Party.

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450,
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4720

information: -

q
.
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2, A leaflet entitled "When Conscience Speaks" which
is stated to be a sermon delivered by Rev, Samuel
A, Wright, Jdr,, Minlster, Unitarian Church of Marin,
Meeting in the Tamalpais Centre Women'!s Club,
Kentfield, California, delivered on April 12, 1959,

"3, A printed letter, undated, which is quoted as
follows:
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"President Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, D,.C.

"Dear Mr. President:

"I wish t2 add my voice to those of the many clergymen and
other eminent Americans recommending a commutation of sentence for
Morton Sobell, who 1s enduring his 10th year of imprisonment.

"I hope that you will grant freedom this holiday season
to Mr, Sobell ~- many of our distinguished citlzens believe he
was convicted on flimsy testlimony and given an unduly harsh sentence,

"Season's greetings and best wishes of good health for
you and your family. .

"Sincerely yours,"



APPENDIX

AMERICAN LABOR PARTY

"For years, the Communists have put forth the
greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party
throughout New York State. They succeeded in capturing the
Manhattan and Brooklyn Szctions of the Americarn Labor Party,
but outside of New York City they have been unable to win
control." (Special Committee on Un-Ameriran Activities,
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee,
March 29, 1944, p. 78.)

"Communist dissimulation extends into the field
of political parties forming political front orgenizations
such as the *%** American Labor Party. The Communis ts are
thus enabled to present their candidctes for elective office
under other than a straiglit Communisi label.'" (Internal
Security Subcommittec of the Senate Judicicry Committee,
Handbook for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p. 91.)

On October 7, 1956, PETER HAWLEY, New York
State Chairman, American Labor Party, publicly announced the
American Labor Party state committee unanimously approved a
resolution dissolving the organization and ordering the liqui-
dation of its assets.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BURLEAU OF INVESTIGATION
In Reply, Ploase R:jc:r to
File No. . Albany, New York

March 18, 1960

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE
FOR MORTON SOBELLL

INTERNAL SECURITY =~ C
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950

T CTaroYl) s made ts the report of Special Agent boc
dated and captioned as ove, and ¢o
oniidcntial Iniormants mentioned therein, #72

All of these Informants have furnished rellable
information in the past.

This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither

it nor its contents are to be distributed sutside the agency to
which loaned,
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SUBJECT ROSENBERG/SOBELL COMMITTEE

‘SERIAL 395 4 mﬁ: 2-22-£0

CONSISTING OF R PAGES

is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety,
under (b)(l) as it has been classified pursuant
to Executive Order 11652 as it conteins
information vhich would disclose an intelligence
source. This serial bears the Classification
Officers number SR
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 FEDERAL. BUREAU
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REFERENCE

B 1/28/60, at New York.
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Sobell Cormittee m°et1ng 1d

and
observe ind1

Special Agents g:rtic ipatin

in the fisur.of the ~
ashington Fellowship

at the

- .3

1N attendance & ing
as reported in the details of this report.
observed the following individuals in attendance:

GUREWITZ, BILL JOHNSON, ABE EOTELCHUCK, JULIA KOTELCHUCE, 5 -

MEYER ERAUS, DAVID B. ﬁcuu. GERHARD VAN ARKEL, and Dr

RAYMOND WILSON,

—
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The following sources were used to characterize the &
organizations included in tbe appendix:

| Qrganization _ Sources -
R Cormittee to Secure Justice None - .. . .
‘ For borton Sobell ‘ L

Emma Lazarus Club of
Washington, D.C.

Emma Lazarus Federation of None
Jewish !_?omen's Cludb o
"Morning Freiheit® None

This report has been classified "confidential® because
. data furnished by the following informants could reasonably . -~
I result in identification of confidential in{ormants of continuing -
V — v n 5 . . . - . o L3 s ne e ‘_ s P » .. 1

- _WF T4 .
. CHE 1119-8% ~B-
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Careful consideration has been given to each source
concealed and T syubols were utilized onlg in thos_instances
where the identities of the sources must be concealed.
i oA ’
7Y CLTTN J oy 4 =
- o TTAY, - 5
__Mill continue to follow_the activities of the
Washington Sobell Cormittee. -
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file Nemben  Washington Field 100-25474 Bureau 100-387835

. COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE '

FOR HORTON SOBELL

Guoow  INTERNAL SECURITY - c-mumx. e
_— SECURITY .ACT .OF 1950 | e e e

- APPROFRIATE AGENCIES
Al RJ!'IO ONTAIRED -

- o ' T OUTI xrm
B 17, SLIP M :-:xcm
. m_mmﬁm._n.n. DATE
T “L et 2/ p P/, s
The ‘Communist Party (CP) &n éomumst Political
= Associatxon (CPA) have been desi ated by the Attomez General
"~ of the Un1ted States pursuant to Execntive Order 1045 .

o ":"-‘“‘”“'" - - Names of individuals designated by an aswrisk (‘)
throughout this report will be identified ln  special section
-- at the end of this port.

<xeopt £rom GOS, Cetegor
ate of Decla n Indefinite

Mdmnwmmwwmdmwmdﬂmdm&d 8 ks the property of the oad k b-n egency,
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mpoma that the - -
Washington Sobell Conmittee (WSC) iIs the current affiliate of .
the Conmittee to Secure Justice For Morton Sobell (CSJMS)
located in New York City. Informant reported that WSC is the
successor group to the Washington Committee to Secure Justice br0
in the Rosenberg Case, which was formed in Washington, D.C., -

in 1952, .

" Informant reported onm that the WSC
remains in existence in Washington, D.(., but that this L
organization has been rather inactive recently. Informant ...
., &dded that the main objectives of the WSC are to obtain the - .
- release of JHORTON SOBZLL, who is a prisoner in the Federal
: Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia, and to embarrass the United
States Government where possible. Informant advised that the

WSC currently follows the CP line regarding Sobell Case.

b2
A description of CSIMS is included in the appendix .
©f this report. o .
) o

- .- | ‘- ?:' : ~ a . . . . . . .
o N ;- tha: the ¥sC
had no permanent headquarters in ashington, D.C., area, 470
__

TS mreported that ETHEL WEICHBROD® -
“ 77 °  and SYLVIA BEDNSTZIN® have been leaders of the WSC in the past.

Informant said that SARAH HAMMOND* has also taken an active y ¥/
- role in the WSC in the past, SN




—— —in Washington, D.C., on December 15, 1

WFO 100-25474 | e

b

It is to be noted that WF T-4, in December, 1958, .. ..
reported that SARAH HANMOND* of 8802 Glennville Road, Silver, K

Spring, Maryland, in December, 1958, received correspondence
from the CSJ.S B:adquarters, 540 Broadway, New York City,

glucl} was.addressed as follows: "SARAH HAMMOND, Washington )
ommittee", - ] T

IV. FUNDS

| WF T-5, in December, 1959, reported that a meeting -
of the Enma Lazarus Club of Washi 'ton§519).(ii (ELCWH), was held

individuals in attendance at this meeting voted to give ROSE .
SOBELL, currently visiting in Washington, D.C., $25.00 in .

nformant_said that

connection with work bei 2 done to gain freedom for her son, ‘i .-

Informant said that ELIZABETH GOLDMAN®*, who was in attendance - - *

at this meeting, said she would give additional $25.00 to ROSE
SOBZLL in honor of being President of the ELCW. = . :

: A description of the ELCH is contained in the appendix
to this report, S e
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reported .;thai a-
omnittee meetin

' 1t was announced a 15 meeting
en received.frem this collection. ... . ... .. .. __.
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Itisnotedtha

o # reported
AA’{ON KATZ* is an East Coast organizer of CSJNS, National b2

Headquarters, Room D, 940 Broadway, New York City.

?m Pebruary,—l%o “regorted ~that AARCN-EATZ®* ——
arrived 1a liashington, D.C., on Sunday, February 21, 1960, and :
would rewain in Washington; the entire week. Informant said

w - that KATZ® was at that time staying at the Mommouth Hotel, 1825 ‘2
S " @ Street, N.NW.

oth reported
at ROSE BELL mother of M » was currently
visiting }‘lashmgton, D .C., for the purpose of contacting

important people in order to obtain her son's release from -- 20
prxson. _

-~

-

" -5
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e A ...... N,
that ROSE 1S attempting to see President ut &2¢

" to date she has been_ unsuccessiul.

) In December, 1959, W T-5 reported that a meeting in
behalf of the ®Morning Fre iheit* was held in Washington, on .
December 6, 1959, and that the chairman of this meeting intro-
duced Mrs, ROSZ SOBELL to thos in attendance. Informant -
reported SOBZLL said she expected to be in Washington until .
Christmas and that she had cose to Washington, to plead on
behalf of her son and in this esnnection has been trying to
see some high officials in the govermment, Informant said .
SOBELL appecaled to-persons in sttendance at this meeting to "~ -
write personal letters to President EISENHOWER asking for her .
son's release, Informant said SOBELL mentioned that every o
letter counts and that every Jetter is read and that she thanked = -
the people for their past supprt., Informant said SOBELL was

wamly received at this meeting. . )

-.. The “"Morning Freiheit'f is described in the appendix-. .




held in Washington, D.C.s

-

. . "You are cordially invited to Iﬁgrticipau in a
discussion.of An Urgent Public Issue - ‘Case_of MORTON
SOBELL, Frxdag, Feb. 26, 8:15 P.M., Washington Fellowshi -
House, 945 L Street, N ff. (corner iO.th). o admission charge.
Speakers: Mr. GERHARD VAN ARKEL, Mrs. MORTON SOBELL. Question
: and Discussion Period. Chairman: DAVID H. SCULL, Chairman,
e Social Order Committee, Baltimore Yearly Mieeting of Friends.* - -

advisedF that on that . . b2 -
date from 8:00 p.m, to 10: m,, & meetlnﬁ was held at the .
et, :

Washington Fellowship House, 847 L stre .¥., concerning
the Morton Sobell Case, which was attended by approximately
65 people. GIRHARD VAN ARKEL, local attorney, was introduced .
as the first speaker by DAVID H., SCULL, Chairman, identified
+ *ron the program as Social Order Coumittee Chairman, Baltimore
Yearly heeting of Friends. VAN ARKEL stated that his opinion -
concerning this case was his own and that he knew the audience
—  was.-not-interested in it, but that he wanted to present certain
. facts concerning this matter that casts doubts upon MORTON
- SOBZLL*'s guilt. He stated that the trial, itself, was held . .
—..- &t the time of the Korean War in an aimosphere of hysteria . "~ .
T created by former Senator JCSZPh McCAPTHY, and in a time = "~=-=.. 2
: when all felt that the Russians were not cagable of producing
an atomic bomb, He continued that SOBELL should have been
tried separately and not linked to the ROSZNBZRGs. e stated = -
that the trial itself lasted fourteen days and was tried by _ ... ..
honest jurors, and was later reviewed by eminent jurors of ~
. . the Second Court of Appeals. He stated that Justice FRANK -
R alone dissented, and this itself shows that a doubt can be - - -
cast on SOBELL's guilt. However, he pointed out that the o
= threat of the atomic bomb and the guilt of the ROSENBERGS --< ...
; must certainly have swayed the jurors because of the atmos¥here
of the times and its resultant hysteria., He stated that i ‘
SOBELL were to be tried todai. away from this area of hysteria,
- and, solely on the facts of his own complicitﬁ, he would
RIN certainly acquitted. He stated that the charge that SOBELL
was using various aliases while in Mexico certainly did not
deter the Mexican authorities, in obvious cooperation with the
FBI from forcibly abducting him and holding him without

- R _7__ |
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indictment. He stated that amsther fact that casts great -
doubt is whether SOBZLL, having been informed by MAX ELITCHER,
a self-confessed perjurer, that ELITCHER was being followed .
by the FBI, would, in ELITCHZR's presence, leave the car in
which he was ridin§ with ELITCHER, and which car was being "
followed bx the FBI, and go alee¢ to ROSENBZRG's room and give
ROSZNBERG “what appeared to ELIUHMER to be a microfilm

- contained documents®. VAN ARKEL continued that the sentence
of 30 years meted out to SOBELL was quite apparently not
commensurate with his guilt in this matter, and the deliberate
sentencing of him to Alcatraz, where only hardened felons were
incarcerated, was certainly a vindictiveness on the part of the
government. L

' Hollwi VAN ARKEL's speech, -
SCULLé noted above, announce t be had received a telegram
from Congressman RANDALL S, HARMON of the Tenth District of
Indiana, stating that he was im sympathy with their cause -
and was preparing a bill to imtreduce into Congress requesting
the release of SOBELL. He stated that he also had a letter
from Congressman WILLIAM MEYER of Vermont, advising of his -
own sympathy with their cause. SCULL then introduced the = .y
Erinmpal speaker of the evening, HELEN SOBELI*, the wife of
ORTON' SOBGLL. ! ,

' m SOBEIL® stated that she
spoke, not as_VAN , or anyepe else, but as the wife of

a man who was not guilty, who had served ten years ‘*m“'ja“ﬂ—é_w‘
fron his thirty-third to his forty-fourth year, She stated :
that her husband was ®"brutally abducted and brutally beaten,® - - - -
and held without indictment for a ﬁriod of 40 days in . =0T
kidnapped confinement while ROY COHN, later to be the leader )

of Senator JOE McCARTHY staff, attempted to get him to confess

to & guilt that was not his, er to manufacture testimony of - -
lies against the ROSENBERGs. She continued that it was only -
after this period of 40 days when it was obvious to COHN,

~ <that ber husband would not giwe false testimony against the ..

ROSENBZRGs, tizt his name was actually added to list of
co-conspirators. She urged those present to form a :local —-
conmittee in the nation's capital to bhelp in this fight for

her husband's release. -She stated that it was very important
to have a committee in the nation's capital, and because ..
local newspapers are prominent and could assist in giving -.-. -
her husband his release. She said that while no organization™ -
of such a cormittee would take place at this particular
meeting, those interested in sach a committee should leave
their names and addresses, and they would be contacted in
the pear future, Mirs. SOBELL stated there are three avenues

of action in connection with ker husband's release, as follows:
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" 1. Through the courts. . A S

."2. Through parole, ' - e T
3. Through executive clemency.

She urged all in attendance to write personal letters to
President EISENHOWER requesting the release of her husband.
Mrs. SOBELL made an appeal for funds needed to operate the
organization. A collection was held and it vas announced
that $183 had been received.

S - -2
a meeting which was on rebruary 26, 1960, at 8:15 p.m.

at the Washington Fellowship House, 945 L Street, N.W., - jo2
Washington, D.C., concerning the Morton Sobell Case. 2T

Informant said the chairman of the meeting was DAVID H, - -

= SCULL., Speakers at this meeting were GERHARD VAN , MNrs,

HSL2N SOBELL*, wife of MORTON SOBELL, and Dr. WILSON, identified
as the National Legislative CHairman of the Friends. Informant
said there between 40-50 people were in atendance at this function,
6-8 of whom were Negroes. Informant reported a collection was
taken up from this group and it announced that $180.00 was
realized from this collection, . -

Informant said that a Mr. EATZ*¢ and=a$ir. HAMMOND,
who is a professor at Howard University, Washington, D.C.,
appeared to be in-charge of arranging “the meeting place.
Informant said that later during the meeting Mr, KATZ* and -
bir., HAMMOND passed baskets for contributions. ... .. - ... ...0:-

Informant said that VAN ARREL, in his talk, stated ™
he did not want to give his own opinion of the -Sobeli Case, but
would goint out certain facts that cast doubts upon BORTON =~ ..
SOBELL's guilt., He said the trial was beld during the Korean . - -
conflict, in an atmosphere of hysteria caused by the late ----- )
Senator JOSEPH McCARTHY. He said in reading the transcript =~ -
one is amazed at the small number of times that SOBELL's name
is mentioned. He said that one witness in this case was the
basis for the conviction. He stated if the SCSZl). trial were-
held today, he, VAN ARKEL, is convinced he would be allowed to
g . free. - U
.. t - -

e Informant said that birs. HELEN SOBELL®*, in her talk, — -
gave a history of the case from the viewpoint of being the - .
wife of MORTON SOBZLL and who knows he is innocent of the crime
charged. Jirs. SCBELL®* carried the case from the time they .
were picked up by the Mexican Police to the present time, She
urged those in attendance to give funds for the cause of MORTON
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SOBELL and to write to President msmnom asking for execntive
clemency for SOBELL. She also asked rsons present con-
sider forming a committee to assist SO in Washington, D.C.,

and asked that those interested leave their names and addresses,
She also requested that persons present write to local papers
asking for SOBELL's release.

Informant saic¢ that Dr. WILSON in his talk, agrecd
with both previous speakers concerning the Sobell Case in that
he felt that there were glaring deviations from constitutional
rights in that one witness was the basis for total evidence.
He said the case shows there is wery definitely a basis for

reconsideration.

5720

Informant said it was announced at this meeting that
several letters had been received from persons associated with
Congress who regre(t~dthey could not attend this meeting and
who felt sympathy for MORTON SOBELL., .

»od

*The Washington Post and Times Herald® daily news;:aper- )
ubhshed in Washington, D.C,, in its edition of Saturday, . .- PR
ebruary 27, 1960, page A-9, colmns 2-3 containsthe fol owmg o

article concerning captmned meeting: _

ce

sentenced to 30 years in Federal prison for espiona e as
an accomghce of convicted atom Spies JULIUS and
ROSENBERG, was arged here last mght.

S —v

- ®About 70 persons, meeting at the Washmeton
Fellowship House, 945 L St. NW., heard GZRHARD P
Washington attorney, describe 56 ELL's trial as fair, bnt
taking no stand on his guilt or 1nnocence, though he - .
branded his sentence as ‘'grossly unjpst,® . »~-£»—, A -

®HSLEN SOBELI® the prisoner's wife, proclaimed
his innocence and declared she would press for lus :

-10 -
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vmdxcatlon even if he were freed at once by clemency o
.- _..  -or parole. R E

'RAYMOND WILSON, execntive secretary of the S
Friends Committee on National legislation, announced - .
that 'whether innocent or guilty, MORTON $0BELL has -
become & symbol of whether a socxety will exact the last
pound of flesh.®

*DAVID SCULL, Annandale printer, praised’ ‘a

. of support for SOBELL from Reps. RANDALL S. HARMON (D-
e WILLIAM H. MEYER (D-Vt.) and JOHN A. BLATNIE (D-diimn.). _
B S ® tihat hgggened to us could have happened to - -
SO anyone,* said kirs, charging that Mexican police -

seized her husband on Aug. 16, 95 as 'JOHNNY JOHNSON,?!-
wanted for an Acapulco bank robbery, and beat him brntaily
while taking the BELLs to FBI custoday in Laredo, Tex.

refused to become a witness against t
nane was added to the indictment against them.

®SOBELL's trial VAN ARKEL], said, was conscientions
but preoccupied with the ROSENBERGs and DAVID GREENGLASS,
The only witness to link SOBELL with the ROSENBERGs, he -

disinterested concern for pure justice' and read messafend y,
edp

""Forty days later. she charged, when SOBELL -~ = .- ~
&osmes, his

L& e

said, was MAX ELJTSCHSR, who, hewerred, gave no evmence I

T that  SOBELL passed atomic secrets.® "

s ®The Washington Daily News" daily newspaper published -.é

T in Washington, D.C., in its edition of Saturday, February 27, :
1960, on page 12, contained the followmg article concerning

- .. . the above meetmg. N . : . G e meeem .

T T ~SUBELL, CONVICTION SDERATARES™S. =~ i

®GERHARD VAN ARKEL, srominent Washi ;;en -a-t.tor;e-y

T last night said that NORTON SOBELL - sentenced in 1951 for
i e L tg;rmg to comnit espionage - was convicted as a 'tail _
LTI L kite of the Resenberg case.' Ciansl T
T T e ST ®lr, VAN AREEL said that he thinks 1t robable

- that if SOBZLL were tried today, without the RO Gs kR
i el oo 8BS co-defendants, bhe would be acquitted. .- .. . ‘-
EEUTC L Lm-
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e T . meetm,g called at the Washington Fellows EEL
T o Honse last night heard Mr. VAN ARKEL, Mrs. MORTON SOB
; and Dr. RAYMOND WILSON, execwtive secretary of the Friends-
o Committee, speak on behalf of Kr. SOBELL who is in Atlanta,
: - serving a 30-year sentence,

’ : "ir, VAN ARKEL said that it is 'wrong to think
AR of the Sobell case as a brealdown of justice' and that

s there was no conspicuous mishmdling of the prosecnt:on
LR as the historical Dreyfus case. . . »

‘®But he 'said he does believe theAconvictioxf-*-g;j'.‘f"w' E

e on the evidence of gnefmﬁn :h had earlier admitteg -

PR cormitting perjury alsely signing a non-communist.

SR affidavit -p\evas debai'able the 30—year sentence L
grossly unjust.* el

-~ ' ®He pointed out thnt cthers, here and in England
- ‘ who were unquestionably gu1lq of esplonage have recezved
L much lighter sentences. ] -

*Mrs. SOBELL reviewed the circumstances of‘he;' |
husband‘s-arrest and trial =ad said he was totally innocent.

SN " "The audience contributed 3180 tovard efforts ‘=<z =
SEELRT e 1o have SOBELL -released,®  ~-ww-wvsmmssss o ae i s iddif el

] - SAs of the FBI on Fnday evening, Februar 26, 1960

... - at about 8:40 p.m. observed the fallowing individuals in“‘h .
e attendance at a meeting being held en the second floor au:htorim
T of the liashington Fellowship Houss, 945 L Street, N.W. Mrs. -
e HELE!\ SOBELL was addressmg the group at this timed - = S

e S SRS,
g --—a‘—-*ltbhw »-....A-'v\_ -
. ~ "~ S e -

S AL BERNSTEIN®* -~ . DAVE REIN® -
st e SYLVIA BERNSTEIN® - GERHARD VAN AREEL _ ... -
e ABZ BLOOM* ETHEL WEICHBROD* : e

AT . CASEY GUREWITZS DAVID H. SCULL PR
SARAH HAMIOND®* ... - Dr. RAYhOND wn.son o
DAVE HANMOND® S
e AR BTLL JOHNSON® /- .~ =% T - o g
T AARON KATZ® T T et e e
el e AbE KOTELCHUCK® e S
JULIA KOTELCHUCK® e e
Ll - MEYER KRAUS* .. e el e sl L L




-reportedmthatthe
followmglllterature was made avalla to all present at™ ,

;““i‘ IR

the Sobell Committee meeting held at the Washington Fellow- ‘70
ship House, 945 L Street, N.W., on February 26, 1960: .

1. A fourteen ag SEtzfm hlet entitled *COMMITTEE
TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MOR BELL, " 940 Broadway
(Entrance on 22nd Street) New York 10, New York, listing
forty-three sponsors of this comnittee, which contained an
appeal to the President of the United $tates, submitted

by this committee for the period January 1, f959, 2o

January 1, 1960. S _
2. A one age agpeal to President EISE’\'H - i;_ -z

also containing the list of above sponsors, on behalf oi’ S

SOBELL to be signed individually an malled to the White Bonse.

3. A reprint from the r11. 1959, "Intercollegian,
the Sixth Assembly of the Student den's Christian R
Association - Young Women's Chr1st1an sociation, concemmg
the case of MORTON SOBELL. This reprint handled as ublic -
service by the Committee to Secure Justice for )iorton bell.

' 4. A cogy of a_letter printed in the *New York
Times"-issue -of -February 16,-1960,-signed by NATHAN

GLAZER, SIDNEY HOOK, IR ING KRISI‘OL., and DWIGHT MiacDONALD,
.dated February 9, 1560. Also reprmted by the above .. - - -
comittee. e F e sy ..-‘.'7 1 U Py RN u%,‘,,__"—,. QS Y-y ':Ltzi?‘:;:gi-g-t;‘ﬁ: ;;“- ':«-'."\'J;

5. A reprint from "The Washington Post,* dated . = _
February 12, 1%60, ca txoned ®ERA OF M XTHY STILL HAUNTS .

‘ HILL" by MA.RQUIS CHI Also reprmted by this Committee. .- .. .

—_—— e TR

6. A copy of the péYe "Today s Verdict" dated
July, 1959, with banner. ic.Opinion Uniting in Urgent
Appeal for Morton Sobell's Freedon or NewTrial; Noted T

T~ .

- Amencans Urge Commutation after Independent Study of Trial'

e
b .o

=

.

7. ®The Catholic Worker® issue of April-May, ol _.__‘.

1959 with art1c1e entitled "Time,- Consc1ence. and the IR )
beil Case® on page two. - - - .. . e f.- Zo- :

o 8. A pamphlet entitled 'Hhen Conscience S ak.s N.' eN
bexg a copy of "A Sermon delivered by Reverend SAM A, - -
JR.," Minister of the Unitarian Church of Marimn,
meetmg in the Tamalpais Centre Women's Club Kentfleld,
California, L 13 L ..



1s material was ep o ' :
Presment of the United States, Salwitted by the Committee
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell for the Period of
January 1, 1959, to January 1, 1968". The front cover of - _p27
this report, yprepared in bookiet fem, contains a copy of '
& letter, as tollows: . »

e . o ] .Janual.y 5’ 1960 ‘ L N
a,:"'..- . - .MI'S. ’iORTON MBm' . L . L ST T

'I-lrs. ROSE SOBELL - SR '
e ®*Chairmen - . e, s e

Lo | éPresident DWIGHT D, EISSEONER L
- ®*The White House .. S
e ®"Washington, D.C.

R "Dear President EISENHOER:

*It is with a great sense of urgency that,
on behalf of our committee, Wwe transmit to you
this report which has bees prepared for your -
gg§sona -study-concerning _J:ase_anio

FEE IS e ®As JORTON's wife md mother, we hope and v
T pra{ that you will read this report of the -~ - ""’f‘_“”‘ - -
oo ' public concern about his case during 1959, - "~ v -

e e D ®*Despite all of the suffering our family 5 - .
P IUC RPN N hes endured, our faith tat you will grant ... .- - .
eme e - MORTON SOBEfL a comnutation of sentence ives 77 1
LT us the courage to continme working to undo & —— ==--

oL terrible wrong. : L Lol T
R e *It is our sincere wish that you might »;_._'-‘;m,:.-

PO grant us an appointment ® discuss this N
e personally with you, . o

e
- - - - P PR PO A ~

T e TS NmEE ST L — J UL N g mtt;’:.‘

o AR . 'Very trnly yourS.

LT

,"_ .... 1’~-1%<@#~.'»» - '/s/ SO : ROSE SOBE[L —J,‘:L: - |
- - 'Mrs. MORTON SOBAIL® krs. ROSE SOBEIL :
R - Co-Chaimen

,_,.._...._-:_v.—'_. T ,..“ ) e - - 14 - . i e e ‘_ “;‘—A‘:“»'.M;;-HA.' LT - .

— - - - - . - -
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- - ®The Nashington Post and Times Herald® daily news= . -
gaper published in Washington, D.C., in its editionof _ .. -. - .

anuary 22, 1960, on page A-14 contained the following =~ - :
article in the colunn letters to the editor: -

e L mmmm& S -
e "As the mother of MORTON SOBELL, certain not
T only of my son's goodness but of his absoiute innocence
.. .72~ - .of any crime, I wish to thank the more than 700 cle :
AT S men of all faiths who have signed the a¥peal to Pres dent
A EISENHOW=R, calling for a new trial or freedom for my son, ° .-
e e e ®The appeal was initiated by Rev. PETER McCORMACK
L former Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz, who became convinced
AR of my son's innocence during the years he came to know ny g
RN son very intimately, at Alcatraz. ST
TS o ®*It is unthinkable that in our democratic America .
T a man could be in his tenth year in prison on the vagne .
and uncorroborated word of only one witness,
YA meen ®And aren't ord1nar¥ doubts componnded when te
- ace midst Korean wartime .

realize that the trial took ¥
ltxz:tena. which was a time of great tensions, and that

testimony of this sole witness was never revzewed ty
any court in the land

'.1.._.*;«.,__-.\ -

N hogeful that our Pre51dent, motivated by: : 4,;: o
- the same high ideals of justice and himanity which 1nsp1red

these wonderful clergywmen, will listen to their appeal and
free nmy son, for those people who look into this case can't
~ g but feel the grave injustice done to my son. If the: -
: ic would only study the case and make its views known = -
» to the President, I am sure I'd see my son home again soon,
lx;estored §o his family where he belongs. ROS.. SOﬁE.LL
ronx, N.Y. : -

’L,’r_:.' ':Lf.‘-’an—s..*‘- aaind —n

i "~ ®The Hashmgton Post and Times Herald' in its edition”-

o of I-‘ebrnary 24, 1960, page A-12, column S, contained the following _
._.f article in the colummn under letters to the editors . | - - e i,
o ﬂw,il: : ®The news of a reprieve for CARYL CHESQLAN and -

. " the State Department®s concern about foreign reactions =~

e - recalls when some years ago another execntlon was imminent.
TToELET T L L a1 e T '."?.‘_"Tf"f_f:'":.‘:.T;fs:ﬁ I



’ wmawo-zs‘m . 'i"»" | ‘ﬁ'-' - “"’f

T, e - -.f ~<LacC
T~ ".._’,'.f' < :.«#v P IV ‘o * » ‘. ‘?a .
o f - - ‘A man and his vife (the ROSE\'BERGQ were ut :
ce e e~ o - to death in spite of protests, prayers and appeals .
ST Pt ___(_all over the world. UL

T TR AR *One victim of that perlod of hysteria is still

L= in our prisons, MORTON SOBELL. Appeals for his release
have come from such outstanding world figures as BERTRAND
RUSSELL and ALBERT SCHWIITZER. _

R - ®Have we overcome lcharthy1sm suff1cient1§

P rown up enough to admt our mistake and release SO
° T 0 H¢ Rockville.* _

S . :
= . T el . - ST em . L e .
. - - - I - . . B “

:"-l—;"f.’f':‘-“ RN _ identified AL BERNSTEIN 40

-~ as a current CI member.
T SYLVIA BEBNSTEIN - - - cweee oo oo

» I identified SYLVIA . 4o

BERNSTZIN as CP member.

—-- . .- =~

- * —astated e -had no———
s - - knowledge of membership on the part of ABE BLOOM but 50

that BLOGM is an individual who supports CP pohcies. ,.“"6 7

»e . = et aa L. - - X B -
L . ~-,1.-___,-, . Lo R AR s '.._ .

T I C CASTY GIREWITZ . . . - TR AESRE . uw
% 3 ; [ ,___ o e A<l f e Wiemmg e el s g —emeds .S K

:_}__:; - mmenuﬁed CASEY - 570
RN GUPE}TITZ as a member as of October 6, 1958. o '

—t ~

M e e s - -
oA T e e - . R e e eae o e ———
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' WF T-17 on June 13 56 pronded infomation L
which showed that JENNIE m%ar. Longfellow Street, .
Washington, D.C., was transferred from Florida CP to . o
the CP District which includes biaryland-District of Columbia, -
Informant said he did not know the date of transfer but noted
that dues were paid through July, 1955.

qonamuary 18,1960, _identified BILL JOE'NSON 5,9
as the Chairuan or the CP in Washmgton, n.c. :

Ca wmas

- - Tae e - -, [ )
o~ et s e = m .- .. . - - - -
o CON AR T e L sl R L eme e St femeete Seflem TS em e

- . 4 ._4—,‘.“ T R T ,' . D ;"‘._‘_ i
-‘w‘"é'-ﬂ(nﬁ.‘“f*' = - - SAERY " ‘:'»- - "‘—-‘“'4'1'.._' 5
E S D ey T e . .- - -~ e H S acS TR A s
BB oy Pl - . xe @I AP LT e e—-lS RS PN n,ﬁg’*p‘ ‘_- IE. -

T ’ WF T-18, on A¥ril 27, 1944, reported that AARON KATZ -
was a member of tfxe CP for six years and had been transferred -
into the waterfront section of the CP on December 23, 1943. .- - . -
- Accordmﬁ to informant, KATZ, 1n 1944. held cp nemberslup en ,_‘-;_‘,_; :
book pumber 31250. -

——-— -

c A s S e 4 e < . - - - . . e -
- : ABEMAM LTI T EmE e

2 i~ o= e ported on March 27, 1958, that ABE and - -
O . JULIA EOTZLCHUCK were current members of the northwest sectionlw
oo e Of the CP, Baltimore, Maryland e el
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advised !at during this period ORBACH was open!y critical ‘
8fithe United States and at the same time praised Soviet 2
nion.

- - - R b= o e !
1EQ ORBACH . S A s N

-
identified CIRETITL
BELL, dirs, MCRION SOBZLL) as a member of the Education and 3”
Literature Committee of the CP in Washmgton, D. C.. as o .
- Febrnary 1, 1944. , R S
ruary 23, 1955, advised that B
CP member stated that JOSZPH an ‘ 20 T
P ed to him that they were current - b
CP members; ) . ) —
Y11, APPCNDIX - ,w";j - :—;"-'7'--4 S s e et SR
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f!domﬂm TO SEGURE JUSTIGE FOR MORTO!I BOBEI.L N ywé-;?
—'g N - - S e T T e e e s e L ’;5:,3:&‘:

*Following the oxecution of atomic spies Ethel and !

Julius Rosenberg in June 1953, the YCommunist campaign nuumod ,‘,;',

- 8 different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon Mortom =%~
Sobell,t the Rosenbergs'! codefendent. The National Committee “f‘
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case - a commmnist front - -
which had been conducting the campaign in the United States - -
was reconstituted as the National Rosenberg-Sobell comittoo
at a confersnce in Chicago in October 19553 and !then as the/
National Conmittee €0 Seocure Juatioe for Morton Bobell in the
Rosenberg case! ...."

(®Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications®”
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the House COmmittoe on Un- o
American Activities, page 60.) _ L R

‘In September, 195, tho name ®National comittoe to

SBecure Justice for Morton Sobsll" sppeared on litoraturo issued - - ----
by the Committee. In March, 1955, the current name, "Committee -
to 8ecure Justice for Morton Sobell. tiut appoarod on 11tarltnrc
issued by the Committes. _ ) ~
.- The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone dirootory

1ists the "Committee to Secure Justioce for Morton Sobell® -

being located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York. o

— . - . - - . R - .- e =t . —

- D =T > et ..‘"‘—“‘,.ﬂ—ﬁs'"‘.‘ [T .
- A=~ - - ertor . . - e -

T 4 b o~ < X

: .

= e
F k\’!—;“-ﬁs.v«ﬂ"..ﬁ °~"

i — - = - - ~
e e i Tt L T i L T a3 PRV PSRy SV
B T T s e R e A e I S L U YT 7 VNPUr apur eper DSVt e RN S
-~ —— - . - . = e maee -

~- - - - -
- e S AT e e o s e
- - - -

- =~ - - — R - - - o w o

- . - - . » -
e - . - T e e - et - — ——r
- - - V— PO - o e ——— . R

- PO - l 9 - - -



Pl e Sncaith, e e -
o . 3 . -‘
~ _ . . ‘, -
- . . - - - -« L~ '.- -
T _',,‘,,w e T . ) ) " Sy e
s e . g e .
- _:\f r':\ S L . e el o, A Sl ey L ii{f‘ 2y z
~ § R : TR el
Lo EMMA LAZARUS CLUB OF WASHINGTON, D. €. (ELCW) - SRS <
TR 2 P - 3‘5"‘;’%*“ w.
RPN /4t ' L R
| LT .:', -“%’.‘Ql“? = " '
D P ) '

A source on 6/16/51, fumished {nformation reﬂocting
" that there was in existence in Washington, D. C., an organi-
gation of the Emma Lazarus Woment!s Division, Jewish People's
Fraternal Order (JPFO), of the Internatioml Workers Order (IWO).

PP : er cond source advised that .-

T it was stated thet the - -
I 8 a part o e was the Club'!s responsi- .. -
.- bility to carry out the directives of the Federation, whose . . .

-

national offices are located in KNew York City. b‘lJ -

- This second source &lso advised thatm
' it was stasted by an office e L
a ub pa cipates in all local activity which 48 -~ . g
_ probresaive in natare.” b‘IJ . )

2 On January 19, 1960, a third source steted that the
ELCW was in existence and holding meetings as of that date.

‘The JPFO and the IWO have been designated by the i~ o _
. Attorney General -of the United States pursua.nt to Executive -7-:-- s
;-'?&3 Order lOlj.50. S E TN RY AT TR L e e - T AL L Le sl e L &L_:;ﬁ—# el Sy 1

The ELF is charactarized aeparately in the appendlx |
e . - 20 ) -
T y 7 T _ — - - £
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"The Jewish Fratemaliat" iatod Oetober, 1911.7. *se'lf &;s-"
1dent1fied as the official publicatim of the Jewish i’eople'.%’of-
Praternal Order (JPFO) of the Internmational Workers Order {IW0),~:
on page 6, contained an article which reflected that the Emna = .',_-_-
Lazarus Division (ELD) of the JFPO waz to hold its first national -
convention in New York City on November 15 and 16, 1547, after. ,,,;’:f
having been first established at a National Uoman'n conferanoo Tt
called three years previously by the JI’PO. S AT LreRE L a*’”n” N

o - "’\ 3
R S SN ..,,,_t ,_..,u.r:« R R

R i o

The “Morning Freiheit" on Jmuary 25,1951, ‘sontained “””‘" -

& report on the National Convention of the ELD of ‘the JPFO which’ P
took place in New York City on January 20.and 21, 1951. At this
convention it was noted the ELD changed its name to Ema ‘Lazaru.s TE R
Federation of Jewish Women's Clubs (EIF) and adoptod - new
constitution. :

‘ T‘: Y
:‘il.tﬁ

"r
Vet el

"t

The address of the national otfioe of the ELF 18 160 ’,“
Fifth Avenue, Room 911, New York City. e e e ‘

B ,nto‘-

Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Exocntiv
Order 10450. ) e

.u
\

The "Morning Freiheit" 13 eharacterized aeparately-
the appendix. ca -
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P e e —— .‘,g,.,.!i ~ol .
L "MORNING PRETEEIT" =% ; ,4_1 o
T The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and pubneauona,'

TR revised and published as of January 2, 1957, to supersede .
" . -=- Quide published on May 1ll, 1951, prepared and released by the
r- i~ Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House of
="~ Representatives, Washington, D. C., contains the following

--. .= . oconcerning the Guornlng Freiheit":

ce-ro 0T W™y A YCommunist !iddiah daily.?
: B T (Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE, ) o
s w7 . . Congressional Record, Septﬁmb°r Zu, ' o
FaTarmEs S TN 19&2. p.7686. : L

m2, 'Tho ?roiheit has been one of tho rankest
organs_of Communist_ propaganda in_ this

e ; country for almost a quarter of a century.!
e e T (Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
S House Report 1311 on the CIO Political

- . Aotion Cormittee, March 29, 194}, p. 75.)"
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- Ugh:n STATES DEPARTMENT orcksncﬁ T
) . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION IR
a%‘m}.. L ’ - Washington 25, D.C. ™
. mt 100-25474 - L oA
- 23160 T
¢ il Tl nERnoL .
-~ - COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE -~ - == = =vifr—ir=

ST T T FOR MORTON SOBELL . = e =oo
foi ki i im0 ... INTERNAL SECURITY - C T eEEL L T
Pl DT T INTERNAL SECURITY ACF - L LT

PR - —ma I Wi mees
".1 - “’;.‘.“" i ) - Te et
ORI Ped - S en s TaTR
LY »

tilized in the report of Special Agent- eve
dated and captioned as above at lashington, ‘w
~3.L., was 1n a position to furn sh reliable information. Loy
" SRS A1) of the other confidential informants used in this

- ~_report have furnished reliable information in the past.

' This memorandum contains neither recommendations mor
. - conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation., It is the

- property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned
© -~ to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distribnud
. outside your agency. . . e
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