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. REVEREND PETER McCORMACK
REVEREND ALVA TOMPKINS

% SOBELL CLERGY APPEA

The Green Room

oy Hotel Shoreh
Washington, D.

FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 P

Editors: Please check your state for local

¥ signers in enclosed listing.
1200 CLERGYMEN FROM THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY SEARCHED.umen INDEXED.....
SERIALIZEDmmunees FILED e

IN INDEPENDENT APPEAL FOR MORTON SOBELL'S FREEPOM i3y 9 2196y
N FBI—NEW YORK

WASHINGTON, D.C., Hov.2l--An appeal to President

Eisenhower to fres imprisoned sclentist Morton Sobell before

leaving office was announced today by spokesmen for 1200
clergymen of different faiths who have joined in the request.
The appeal to the President, signed by many of

America's most eminent ministers and rabbis, stated:
"Whenever human beings are involved in matters of
Judgment and justice, there does exist the possibility of

human error. Most particularly, when a trial reflects the

national tensions of the day, the verdict may suffer from

prejudice or unreason, too difficult to dismiss. Every

American who thinks about his own freedoms cannot help but

concern himself when the gquestion of this kind of an injustice

* is raised.

"It is impressive, therefore, that throughout his

imprisonment, Morton Scobell has proclaimed his innocence.
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" Moreover, thirty years is a 1ifetime sentence that the mother, wife,

and children of Morton Sobell sghare with him,
nIt is the quality of mercy that insists that we, who feel the
conscience of the United States as & particular responsibility,

address you, Mr. President, to ask that you use your great office

" to urge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or grant him clemency by

cymmutation of his sentence."

The appeal was made public by a delegation of representative

clergymen who had come to Washington to speak with government
officials about the request for action in Sobell's behalf, It had
been initiated on the West Coast by Reverend Peter McCormack of
San Francisco and other California clergymen.

Reverend McCormack; a Presbyterian minister for more than
So.years, was Protestant Chaplain at Alcatraz during Morton Sobell':
imprisonment there; and became convinced of his innocence. He has
since been seeking to arouse thie conscience of the country to
obtain Morton Sobell's release.

During the past weekend a National Appeal for Freedom was held
in Sobell's behalf in Washington. Tt featured an exhibit on the
Sobell case at the Hotel Shoreham, a banquet addressed by nationall:
known speakers, a prayer at the White House on Sunday, and a panel
discussion on facts and lssues concerning the much-discussed
imprisonment of Sobell.

_ The Washington weekend program was sponsored by such nationall
known individuals as Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Dr. John C. Bennett
of the Union Theoldgical Seminary in New York: Roger Baldwin;
Chairman of the International League for the Rights of Man; Norman

Thomas; and Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Last week another independent appeal--one by 600 educators,

lawyers, writers and other Americans--was made public. Asking the

President to free Sobell were such individuals as Clarence Pickett
- of the American Friends Service Committee; Harold Cranefield;

attorney and general counsel for the International Union;VUnited

o Workers:; author James T. Farrell; Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel

Plize scientist, and Alexander Meiklejohn, civil libertarian,
Morton Sobell is now at the Atlanta Federal prison endurlng
tha 1lth year of his 30-year sentence. Laat week David Greenglass,
who had pleaded guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit espionage,
was released from prison after serving 10 years. Many who have
studied the record have criticized the 30-year sentence imposged
against Sobell as being far out of proportion to sentences given
to such persons as Greenglass} Klaus Fuchs and Allan Nunn May in
England, and to Francis Powers in the recent U-2 episode.’

A special inquiry into the Sobell case was made by an
independent group that included Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, and Professor
Edmond Cahn of the New York University Law School. The group called
the case against Sobell "vague in content and slender in proof,"

and recommended & commutation of sentence.
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REVEREND PETER McCORMACK
. REVEREND ALVA TOMPKINS
. . % SOBELL CLERGY APPEAL
r - The Green Room
: . Hotel Shoreham -
>(£g Washington,D.C. !
- FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 P.M.MONDAY.NOV.21.1960 ‘

appeal by more than 1200

Thdl following is the text of the clergy
f those who have signed:

clgfgymen and a partial list by states ©

npregident Dwight De. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, D.C. -

uyhenever human beings are jnvolved in matters of judgment and
justice, there does exist the possibility of human error, Most

particularly, when a trial reflects the national tensions
unreason, too difficul’’

day, the verdict may suffer from prejudice or
to dismiss. Every American who thinks about his own freedoms cannot
help but concern himself when the guestion of this kind of an

injustice is raised.
nIt is impressive, therefore, that throughout his imprisonment,

Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence. Moreover, thirty years
ig a lifetime sentence that the mother, wife, and children of

Morton Sobell share with him.
"It is the quality of mercy that ingists that we, who feel the -
congcience of the United States as a particular regponsibility,

address you, Mr. President, to ask that you uss your great office
to urge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or grant him clemency by

commutation of his gsentence.
"Yery respectfully yours"

ARIZONMA

Reverend Eugene Ei Bell, Phoenix

Dr. Marcus Breger, Tucson

Reverend Nancy Galbreath, Phoenix
Reverend William A. Henderson, Gilbert
Reverend Edward K. James, Chandler

. Reverend David L. Jones, Phoenix
Reverend J. Joseph McIntyre, Tempe
Reverend’ Leonard L. Patterson, Phoenix
Reverend Wm, H. Stevens, Jr., Phoenix

L Reverend J. Washington, Tucson.
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Reverend Benjamin N, Adams, San Francisco
Reverend Gross W. Alexander, Lucerne Valley
Reverend Elmo Allison, Livermore

Reverend Samuel L. Banks, Marin City

'

Reverend L., Roy Bennett, San Francisco
Rabbi Ben Zion Bergman, Burbank
A Reverend John R. Bodo, San Anselmo

Reverend James M, Brown, Eureka

Reverend Richard E. Brown, Fresno

Reverend Bruce Buchanan, La Puente

Reverend C. Corwin Calavan, Qakland
verend Robert V, Chapman, Oakland
verend Don M. Chase, Sacramento
verend Dr. Haridas Chaudhuri, San Francisco

#®verend John Ruskin Clark, San Diego

Riverend Jesse W. Coleman, Pasadena

Reverend Abner H. Cook, Richmond

Reverend W, P. Cook, Sacramento o,

Reverend J. Raymond Cope, Berkeley

Reverend Charles F. Cordes, Sunnyvale

Reverend Alfred S. Dale, Jr., San Francisco

Reverend Phillip J. Daunton, Concord

Reverend Wilford K. Denton, Long Beach

Reverend William F. Dittler, Grover City

Reverend Abraham H, Dohi, San Mateo

Reverend C. LeRoy Doty, Jr., Long Beach

Reverend Ed. J. Dreis, Santa Cruz

Reverend Eldon Durham, Lomita

Reverend P. J. Ellis, Los Angeles

Reverend Thomas Davis Ewing, Santa Cruz

Reverend Herbert W. Ezell, Wilmington

Reverend Donald H. Fado, Fresno

Reverend Vard J. Fellows, Sunnyvale

Reverend Wilbur M. Franklin, Long Beach

Reverend Stephen H,. Fritchman, Glendale

Reverend Erwin A, Gaede, los Angeles

Rabbi Irving Ganz, San Diego

Reverend Richard H. Gatchel, Palo Alto

Reverend Harmon M. Gehr, Pasadena

Reverend John Goad, Mt. View

Rebbi Joseph N, Gumbiner, Berkeley

Reverend Phillip T. Hagberg, Sacramento

Reverend D. Murray Hammond, Mill Valley

Reverend Emerson G. Hangen, Long Beach

Profeser Georgia Harkness, Berkeley

Reverend Melvin H. Harter, San Diego

Dr. C. Douglas Hayward, Berkeley

Reverend Norman A. Head, Antioch

Reverend Ernest Heeren, San Francilsco

Dr. John Herring, Claremont

Reverend John L. Hoff, Sonoma

Reverend Lester W. Hoffman, San Pedro

Rabbi Morton Hoffman, San Rafael

Professor Harland E. Hogue, Berkeley

everend Mark Hogue, Los Angeles
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o CALIFORNIA cont'd

Reverend E. L. Holmes, Venice
Reverend Theodore C. Honold, Pasadena
Reverend Elmer J. Hostetler, Oakland
Reverend John W. Hunter, Sacramento
Rabbi Joseph M. Hurwitz, Palm Springs
Reverend J. Suart Innerst, Pasadena
Reverend Harold E. Johnson, Hawthorme
Reverend Bruce L. Jones, Concord
Reverend George H. Junne, S.J., Santa Clara
Rabbi Wolli Kaelter, Long Beach
Reverend Cyrus S. Keller, Sacramento
Reverend Ceorge Kendall, Palo Alto
Reverend M. Robert Kesler, Pasadena
Reverend Kelley Key, Los Angeles
Reverend John Howland Lathrop, D.D., Berkeley
Reverend T. Gordon Luke, Berkeley
Rabbi Herschel Lymon, Culver City .
Reverend Leon Martorano, San Francisco

Reverend Archie Matson, Montebello

Reverend John W. Mesger, Long Beach

Reverend Ralph L. Moellering; Berkeley

Reverend Chester W. McCaskey, Sacramento

Reverend Peter McCormack, Daly City

Reverend David J. McGown, San Diego

Reverend Robert T. McIlvenna, Hayward

Reverend Pyron McMillen, €armichael

Reverend John B, Midworth, San Francisco

Reverend Jesse H. Parker, San lLeandro

Reverend Peter H. Paulson, Los Angeles

Reverend John Pearson, Jr.;, Windsor

Reverend Elfred V. Perkins, Sacramento

Reverend Edward W. Perry, Point Reyes Station
Reverend Kenneth W. Peterson, Qakland

Reverend Dryden L. Phelps, Berkeley

Reverend Grandison M. Phelps, Jr., San Diego
Reverend Ernest Pipes, Jr., Santa Monica

Reverend Francis P. Randall, Alameda

Reverend Fred G. Ranlett, San Francisco

Reverend L. W. Reneau, Sacramento

Reverend J. Brian Reid, Los Angeles

Rabbi Michael A. Robinson, Pomona

Rabbi Sanford E. Rosen, San Mateo

Reverend Fred E. Rusk, Petaluma

Reverend Robert Bryce Sanford, Marysville

Reverend Paul W. Sawyer, Reseda

Reverend Harry B.-Scholefield, San Francisco

Rabbi M. Schimmel Studio- City

Reverend Randall B. scott, Altadena

Dr. “D. R. Sharpe, Pasadena

Reverend Dale E. Sherwood, Modesto

Reverend Albert M., Smith, San Diego

Reverend Philip A. Solbjor, San Francisco
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CALIFORNIA cont'd

Rabbi Charles W. Steckel, Ph.D.,

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Rabbi Herbert David Teitelbaum,

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverand
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Rabbi John J. Zucker,

Reverend

Pasadena
Edward V. Stein, Ph,D., Berkeley
Leland P. Stewart, Hollywood

Romain A. Swedenburg, Las Gatas
Redwood City
Ernest J. Troutner, Palo Alto ‘
W. M, Uphold, Jr., Fresno

James C. Upshaw, San Rafael

Harlan Waite, Los Angeles

Roger B. Wallace, Oakland

George H. Weber;, Los Altos

George M. Weber, Palo Alto

Guy A. White, Oakland

Lewis A. Whitehead, Sebastopol
Kenneth J. Widney, Santa Rosa

Hugh J. William, Pasadena

Gomikel Williams, Los Angeles
Woodrow J. Wilson, San Francisco
Samuel A. Wright, Jr., San Rafael
Sargent Wright, $an Jose ‘ :
San Leandro

San Mateo

S e

Zachary C. Xintaras,

CONNECTICUT

Reverend
Raverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Earl B. Abel, Noank

George A. Ackerly, West Haven
Varel S. Backlund, Naugatuck
Ernest W. Barnes, Torrington
Richard U. Bauer, Middlebury
John A. Baxter, Stamford

W. L. Baxter, Stamford

Samuel Reese Binch, Hamden
Charles G. Campbell, Waterbury
Edwin H. Carter, Cromwell
Loring D. Chase, New Canaan
Carl. L. Christensen, Ivoryton
Fred C. Clark, Monroe

David O, Cowles; Norwich
Guilford Dudley, Stamford

Rabbi Joseph H., Ehrenkranz,  Stamford

Rabbi Shalom Leyb Eisenbach

Storrs

Reverend Walter H. Euston, ﬁeep River
. Reverend Victor Ford, Newington
‘Reverend Robert Forsberg, New Haven
Reverend Jerry C. Freiert, Canton
Reverend R. Bricker Gibson, Cornwall Bridge
Rabbi Robert E. Goldburg, Hamden
Reverend David C. Hall, Oxford
Reverend Richard B. Hardy, West Hartford
Reverend Harold L, Harrison, Norwich
Reverend Justin J. Hartman, Norfolk
Reverend George G. Hill, Cheshire
Reverend Wade D. Hiltabidel, 0ld Mystic
' Reverend Daniel Hummel, New Hartford
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Reverend Evan R. Johnson, Thompsonville
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CONNECTICUT cont'd

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
"Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

FLORIDA

Robert G. Johnson, New London
Robert R. Johnson, East Hampton
John Kromer, Meriden

Charles W. Lanham, West Hartford
Theodore W. Loder, Yalesville
John B. Love, Pomfret

Ernest B, Lowrie, New Haven
Allan C. Lyman, Hampton

William J. MeCutcheon, Derby
Walter H. Millinger, East Haven
Charles H. Milton, Hartford
Robert C. Moffat, Meridan-

Allen Van-der Muelen, Jr., Waterbury

Rabbi Harry Nelson, Bridgeport

Elmer L. Patterson, Milford
Cuthbert B. Pauluhn, Groton

R. Russell Peery, Middletown
Philip E. Perkins, Trumbull
William Henry Perkins, Jr., Kensington
A. Karl Phillippi, East Haven
Richard N. Pierce, Yalesville
Edgar A. Reed, Moosup -

Robert M. Russell, Jr,, New Haven
Allen W, Scott, East Lynn

Peter Lee Scott, Hamden

Inez J. Shuff, Waterbury

Donald E. Smith, Hartford

Richard L. Snyder, Westport

John Edward Thomas, D.D., Hartford
Bichard R, Thomas, Jr., Bridgeport
W. F. Tyler, Canterbury

Graig G. Whitsitt, Hartford
Richard L. Wilson, Rocky Hill
Grover Wilson, Stamford

A, P. Winslow, Manchester

PR A

Rabbi Morris Feldman, Orlando

Rabbi Samuel S. Lerer, Hollywood

Rabbi Henry Leon Shwartz, Orlando

Rabbi David J. Susskind, St. Petersburg
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Reverend D. J. Witzl, Ft. Thomas
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ILLINOIS

LMY L

Charles R. Andrews, Chicago
william T. Baird, Chicago

M. Stanley Ballard, Manhattan
D. E. Bartlett, Lake Forest

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
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Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Rev erend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Heverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Rev zrend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Revarend
Reverend
Reverand
Revereand
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Revarend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Reverend

FEllery J. Beal, De Kalb

Ralph E, Beets, La Salle

Alfred E, Behrer, Taylor Ridge
Eugene D, Beye, Chicago

Edward A. Black, Homer

Ray V. Blanchard, Jr., Chicago
Donald S, Bourne, Sycamore
Thomas J. Buckton, Springfield
Edward F. Campbell, Jr,, Chicago
Fred Cappuccino, Chicago

C. Richard Carlscon, Wilmette
Donald M, Cobb, Erie

Ardel W, Christie, Chicago
Arthur W, Christofersen, Sandwich
J. Edwin Cumbie, Hebron

Ben F. Day, Rockford

Kenneth L. Dean, Albany

Alfred E, Drake, Waukegan
Philip M, Dripps, Chicago

Ralph A. Edie, Greenview
Herbert C. Eggleston, Wheaton
Maynard W, Elftmann, Metropolis
Darrell D, English, Elmhurst
Marshall Esty, Chicago

Ray W. Fidler, Chicago

H. Da Costa Finley, Monmouth
David K. Fison, €hicago

John A. Fletcher, Chicago

D. B, Flint, Divernon

D. James Fitghugh, Stockton
Dewey F. Fogerburg, Chicago
Porter French, Decatur

John A. Frieboes, Mounds
Richard Paul Grabel, Springfield
Roy H, Hamburger, Joliet

John Harper, Spring Valley
Richard Leal Harrison, Fairbury
R. A. Hartman, Warsaw

Edward A. Hawley, Chicage

Carl E, Hearn, Ottawa

Donald H. Feinrich, Wayne

R. Norman Herbert, Mt. Prospect
David A. Heyward, Chicago Heights
Morton Hickman, Chicago

John M, Hoffman, Streamwood
John C. Hollowell, Jr., Geneva
Albert V., Ihne, Hampshire

John C. Jackson, Jr., Chico
Donnell D. Jenkins, Rockford
Robert E. Jensen, Altona
Frederick E., Johnson, Wheaton
Harold Johnson, Bellwood
William G. Johnson, Lanark

E. Dale Keinschmidt, Joliet
William R. Kimbrough, Alton

C. Wayne King, Round Lake
Joseph P. King, Chicago
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JLLINOIS cont'd

Reverend William Kirkland, Chicago
Reverend Paul S. Krebs, Alton
Reverend Lorrin Kreider, Mount Zion
Rabbi Dr. Joseph Liberles, Chicage
Reverend Raymond W. lord, Grayslake
Reverend Reynold 0. Ludy, Oak Park
Revercnd Wilmer MacNair, Leaf River
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Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Neal McClanahan, Monmouth
George S. McClary, Peru

Ira H. McClymond, Good Hope
John 0. McIntyre, McHenry
Philip U. Martin, Chicago
Vartan D. Melconian, Chicago
Carl G. Mettling, Barrington
Ike Meyer, Danvers

lLouis L. Miller; Normal

Robert H. Moody, Chicago

F, Harris C. Mooney, Kewanee
Dr. Jules L, Moreau, Evanston
Clinton Morrison, Chicago

A. B. Morrow, Pontiac

Roy H. Murray, Cherry Village
William H. Nauman, Naperville
Donald L. Nead, Chicagoe
William Hicoll, Prophetstouwn
Victor Obenhaus, Chicago
Benjamin L. Owre, La Moille
David Ramage, Jr., Chicago
Herbert C. Rasey, Morton, Ill.
Douglas Wickell Reed, Palatine
Jesse H. Robertsg, Chicago:
Professor Paul A. Schilpp, Glenview
George W. Schriener, Leland

G. Kenneth Shafer, Jr., Danville

Rabbi Henry F. Skirball,-Chicago

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Rabbi Ja

INDIANA

Raeverend

Virgil H. Smith, Durand

William T. Starr; Evanston

Walter G. Storey, Peatone

James A. Stuckey, Chicago

Leonard G. Styche, Chicago

David Thomas, Chicago

George F. Tittmann, Lake Forest

B. O. Tolentino, Chicago - ‘
Father Thomas H. Whitcroft, Edwardsville
William D, White, De Kalb

Paul O, Whittle, Chicago

Robert 0. Williams, Monticello
Jerome L. Wilson, Evanston

cob J. Weinstein, Chicago

George 0. Mehaffey, Kendallville
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Reverend

MARYLAND

Reverend

® | ®

Allen R, Stowell, Peterson

Gerald R, Ackerman, Ashton

Rabbi Benjamin G. Adelman; Baltimore

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Benjamin F. Ball, St. Inigoes
Richard L. Ball, Baltimore

G, Sturges Ball, Baltimore
Wiley H, Barnes, Baltimore
Sustin R. Bennett, Baltimore
Eugene W. Beutel, Baltimore
Cecil Bishop, Rockville

Glenn Paul Blake, Baltimore
Stewart Brinsfield, Bgltimore
Estella Brooks, Baltimore

Rabbi Benjamin Dinowitz, Baltimore

ﬁeverend
Reverend
Reverend

Wm. Wesley Dodge, Baltimore
Robert M. Doss, Rockville
R, Willis Folson, Baltimore

Rabbi Edwin H. Friedman, Chevy Chase

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Dr. Louis A. Jefferson, C.l.

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

John P, Gates, Bethesda
Herbert Glenn,-Cabin John
Andrew L, Gunn, Indian Head
Baltimore
Maxwell Johnson, Baitimore

J. F. Kasten, Jr., Baltimore

o e

John W, Langford, Silver Spring
William Theodore Lyles, Baltimore

Joseph E. Marbury, Welcome
Ernest 0. Martin, Bethesda

E. Clyde Miller, Baltimore

We. P, Mitchell, Baltimore
John A., Mote, Baltimore

0lin P, Moyd, Baltimore
Philip E. Norris, Hyattsville
Hitton A. Parker, Baltimore
William W. Payne, Baltimore
Thornwell Peoples, Baltimore

F, Bredahl Petersen, Ph.D., D.D., Baltimore

Charles F. Phillips, Baltimore
James H. Pyke, Chevy Chase
Edward M. Revels, Baltimore

Pastor R, F, Rideaut,-Silver Spring, Md.

Reverend

Lewis Robson, Baltimore

Rabbi Michael S. Sanders, Baltimore

Reverend
Heverend
Raverend

4. R. Smith, Baltimore
Parics S. Thompson, Baltimore
Alfred C. Do Vaughn, Baltimore

Rabbi Aaron Walden, Baltimore

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Richard H. Wallace, Baltimore
Charles A. Ward, Baltimore
Edwin Leo Webster, Baltimore
Kenneth B, Wentzel, Rockville

Reverend Robert B, Wierer, Mitchellville

Reverand

Ward D, Yerby, Baltimore
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- Reverend
: Reverend
- Reverend
o Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Reverend

Reverend
Reverend

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
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Reverend
Reverend

> B Reverend

Reverend

Reverend

; Reverend

Reverend

Reverend
[
*
T

R R AR L

> ke B Ry T
WP RN TN IR
A RONEIE

TR

Reverend
Raverend

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

P )

L

Reverend
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Dr. Arthur Foote, St.

Charles W. Barnes, Boston
Everett K. Bray, Cambridge
Ben B. Conley, Bedford
Walter C, Davis, Boston
Herbert 0. Edwards, Cambridge
Emmet E, Eklund,- Arlington
Harry M. Gardner,  Dedham

John Wallace Laws, Boston
Donald G. Lothrop, Boston
George I' Mason, Cambridge
Allan R. McAllaster, Boston
Arthur A. Rouner, Jr., Newton

Rabbi Jordan H. Shepard, Medford

David M. Stowe, Newton Centre

MICHIGAN ]
Rabbi Morris Adler, Detroit

Hernry H. Crane, Detroit
Taylor G. ¥, Sheets, Lansing

MINNESOTA

George H, Ball, St. Paul
Kenneth Beck, St. Paul

O, W. Behrens, St. Paul

Gerard B. Blue, New Brighton
Gilbert W, Bowen, Blue Earth
Marion G, Casey, Belle Plain
Donn M, Coddington, Minneapolis
Thurman L. Coss, St. Paul

Alvin C. Currier, lMountain Lake
Oviatt Desmond, Minneapolils
Ernest R. Drews, St, Paul
lowell L. Erickson, Minneapolis
Albert Fenske, St. Paul Park
ﬁaul
Kenneth F., Fox, St. Paul
Harold C. Freeman, Jr., Baker

Dr. Bernard C. Graves, St. Paul
Rabbi Azriel Grishman, Duluth-

Joseph H. Grostephen, Minneapolis
Elton Hamilton, Minneapolis

David C. Hancock, Clogquet

Donald C. Hanson, Claremont

Paul L. Holland, Slayton

Edw. G. Janky, Vesta

George J. Jennings, Minneapolis

Dr., William G. Law, St. Paul
Reverend Frank C.

-ﬁartick, Mankato
Daniel T. Martin, Minneapolis

Reverend C. S. McKinney, Caledonia
Reverend John D, Meyer, Underwood
Reverend Harold Mordle, St. Paul
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MINNESOTA cont'd

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Reverend
d Marvin D. Potter, Westbrook

Reveran
Peverend
Reverend
R=zverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Russell E. Myers, St. Paul

A, W. Musall, St. Paul

Dennis Nyberg, Minneapolis

John B. Oman, D.D., Minneapolis
Edgar H. Perkins, Mankato

Irving E. Putnam, D.T., Minneapolis

David We. Preus, Minneapolls

Wiliiam A. Ratz, Minneapolis

Clarence Richardson, St. Paul

Edward S. Richards, St. Paul

Carroll 0. Satre, Minneapolis

Raloh Slotten, Ste. Paul

Percy L. Smith, Scuth St. Paul

Charles F. gtevens,  Virginia .
Larold N, Tollefson, Minneapolis {
Robert C. Volkert, St. Paul 1

Rector Russell wigfield, St. Paul
Reverend W. Harold VWiitz, Minneapolis

Reverend
Reverend

MISSOURI

Regverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

Don Woodward, Minneapolis .
L. William Youngdahl, Minneapolis

C. Eugene Conover, St, Charles
Donald A. Detott, Ste Louis

L. J. Fonken, Washington

Henry Warren Kunce, Ste Louis

Reverend Joseph J. Lemen, Monett
Reverend Paul R. Martin, St. Louis

NEVADA

Reverend Charles J. Dohn, Reno

NEW JERSTY

Rabbi Samuel A, Berman, New Jersey City
Rabbi Morrison D. Pial, Summit

Rabbi Morris Fishman, Margate City
Rabbi Lawrence Je. Gerstein, Rutherford
Rabbi Max Gruenewald, Millﬁurn

Reverend Henry J. Keating, Princeton
Rabbi Alan Mayor Sokobin, Bloomfield
Rabbi Stanley Yedwab, Lakewood

NEW_YORK

Reverand

Howar<t C, Ackerman, Syracuse

Reversnd 5. ads s, anderson, Staten Island
Reverend Holern s archibald, Breoklyn
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- NEW YORK cont'd

Rabbi Max Arzt, New York- City -

Reverend Gordon H. Bzker, D.D., Brooklyn
o Reverend Kenneth R. Baldwin, Flushing
s . Reverend Lee H, Ball, Ardsley

> Raverend Peginald H, Bass, Brooklyn

7T Reverend Lloyd A. Berg, New York City

o Ravbi Samuel Bernstein,' Bronx
- Rabbi Mordecai L. Brill, Dobbs Ferry
Sy Rabbi Herbert Bronstein, Rochester

) Reverend U, S, Brown, New York City

Rabbi Judah Cahn, New York City
_ Reverend John E. Christ, Jr., New York City
= Rabbi Jack J. Cohen, New York City
Rabbi Jacob Cohen, épring-Valley
Reverend David A. Coleman, New Rochelle
Reverend A. Nelson Doak, Jackson Heights
Reverend Clarence E, Duffy, Kew York City
Reverend Nelson C. Dukes, New York City
Reverend John Dykstra, Locust Valley
Rabbi Maurice . Eisendrath, New York City
Reverend William E. Fairfax, New York City
Reverend George L. Frear, Jr., Syracuse
Reverend G. Shubert Frya, Syracuse
Reverend Engels P, Fusillo, Brooklyn
Reverend Milton A. Galamison, Brooklyn
Rabbi Nathan Gaynor, Tonawanda
Reverend Richard G. Gay, Jr., Brooklyn
Rabbi Moshe V, Goldblum, Middietown
Rabbi Israel Goldstein, New York City
Rabbi Abram Vossen Goodman, Lawrence
Reverend Clement Gordon, MNew York City
Rabbi Simon Greenberg, New York City
Reverend Alfred W, Grevious, Bronx
Reverend Benjamin H, Griffin, Mt. Kisco
Reverend Donald R. Grindy, Syracuse
Reverend C, E. Grogan, New York City
Rabbi Louis D. Gross, Brooklyn
Rabbi Avery J. Grossfield, Wantagh
Reverend H. Paul Guhse,Litt.D., Wantagh
Reverend Douglas R. A. Hare, Brooklyn
Reverend Dr, Donald Harrington, New York City
Reverend Romes G, Harris, Queens
Reverend Carl V. Herron, Tuckahoe
Reverend Charles L. Hess, Syracuse
Reverend Henry H. Hobbs, Bronx
Reverend Chester B, Hodgson, Brooklyn

S

o i et

R0 Rabbi Isidor B. Hoffman, Mew York City
{;31 Rabbi Yitzchok Hoffman, Brooklyn '
= Reverend George C. Hoke, Bronx
;,;; . : Reverend John Haynes Holmes, New York City
2N Rgverend William F, Houston, D.D., Huntington Station
oo Réverend Henderson R, Hughes, New York City
R Reverend Theodors J, Jones, New York City
i: Reverend Dean M, Kelley, Bronx
R Rabbi Daniel E. Kerman, Buffalo
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NEW YORK cont'd

Rabbi Isaac Klein, Buffalo -

Reverend Thomas Kilgore, Jdr., New York City
Reverend Cedric D. Layman, Brooklyn
Reverend Merle W. Leak, Bellerose

Reverend Edward W. Levin, Freeport
Reverend John A, Lewis, Hollis

Reverend Tom Lieurance, Brooklyn-

Rabbi Ephraim F. Mandelcorn, New York City
Reverend Arthur E., Matott, New York City
Rabbi Morris Max, Forest Hills

Reverend O. C. Maxwell,.Jr., New York City

Reverend Frederick Mech, West Hempstead

Reverend William H. Melish, Brooklyn

Reverend Max B, Mobley, Oyster Bay 1
Reverend Richard S. Monkman, New York City - .
Reverend William C. Nichols, Jr., Brooklyn
Reverend Richard A. Newman, Syracuse

Rabbi Henrv Neumann, Brooklyn -

Reverend Dr. Frederick Neumann, Brooklyn .
Reverend Elbert M. Parkhurst, loodhaven

Reverend Raymond H, Peterson, Staten Island
Reverend J. A. Polite, Bronx

Reverend Stuar: E. Rapp;, Briarcliff Manor

Dr. G. Barrett Rich 3rd, New York City

Reverend Frederick Reustle, Richmond Hill

Rabbi Kenneth Rivkin, New York City

Reverend Lafayette W.-Rogers, New York City
Rabbi Moses Rosenthal, Suffern

Reverend Felix A. Scotland, New York City
Reverend William S. Shirley, Brooklyn

Reverend Alester J. Skinner, New York City

Rabbi Henry Sosland, New York City

Reverend Eimer A, Talcott, Jr., Brooklyn
Reverend Francis S. Tucker, Brooklyn

Reverend William T. Ward, Jr., Dekhi

Dr. Eric Werner, New York City

Reverend Luther L, White, Bronx

Reverend McKinley Wigegins, New York City
Reverend Lewis R. Sexton, Jr., New York City
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OBIO

Reverend Richard T, Andrews, Jr., Cleveland
Reverend Robert P, Beck, Cincinnati
Reverend Louis E. Bell, Cincinnatl
Reverend Victor C, Bendsen, Hartville
Reverend Don Benedict, Cleveland
Reverend Russell H. Bishop; Cleveland

* ' Reverend Benjamin J. Black, .Jr., Cleveland
Reverend Charles M. Bowman, Columbus
Reverend H. Richard Bucey, Cleveland
Reverend G, Lincoln Caddell, Akron
Reverend John Lynn Carr, Slaveland
Reverend Ralph H. Chapman, Nos Ridgeville
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- . Reverend Clarence A, Coldwell, Cleveland
3
. L
h o I
3. - -
e b - as ~—— = — .
[:' R | -
g -
nE

LR
SN A
i |
".‘; Do
: a' s
E, : -
s ~———

--'--”'v""-‘;-;f-—’.""ﬂ?f.'&':"" AT T T WL e S S TR i T ,
RN e g R A LR SR S T
S O R NN R R o S




l{')‘.

-=13--~

OHIO cont'd

L

Reverend
s . Reverend
S Reverend
. Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverznd
Reverend

x

Reverend
Reverend

Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
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Reverend
‘Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend
Reverend

-

’”

T yael s
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Jogseph C. Coles,
Edward L. Culver,
Oliver Davis,
Daniel C. DeArment, Chesterland
Jacob T. Dick,  Akron
George E. Drew, .
william Y. Dudley, Cuyhoga Falls
George Eberhard, Cleveland
Pastor Demi Edwards, ‘
%jverend John E, Evans,
everend Carl E., Finley,
‘Reverend Norman H,. Flickinger, Bedford
Reverend Donald R. Flory, Olmsted Falls
Rabbi Samuel Fox, Dayton -
Reverend Cariton K. Gamble,
TNeverend Richard Giesel,
Reverend R, Hanna, Branch Hill
Reverend Eustace S. :
Reverend Luther F.
Reverend Vernon Holloway,
Rabbi Philip Horowitz, Cleveland
Reverend Georgée W. Huttong
Reverend U, James Jeffery,

Rabbi Hugo H. Klein,
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, €leveland

Rabbi Stephen A.
Rabbi Maurice H.

- Jr., Cleveland
- Toledo
Jr., Mentor

Lakewood

Dayton
- Columbus
Columbus

Dayton 1
Cleveland - .

Heckert, Toledo
Hill, Cleveland
Brecksville

Canton

Toledo

A. Horatius Johnson, Cincinnati
Hannah Be Kirtz, Shaker Heights
Cleveland

Richard E. Maters, Berea
Villis Je. Merriman, Rocky River
Kenyon E. Meyer Akron
Roy D. Miller, ﬁayton .
Edward L. Mitchell, M.D.,
A. J. Moncol, Cleveland
Richard E. Moore, Cincinnati
L. Paul Mueller, North Canton
Henry L. Noffke, Westlake
Henry J. Payden, Cleveland
Timothy Pickering, Toledo
W. W. Ralph, Cleveland
David A. Redding, Glendale

A. L. Riter, Cleveland
Richard R. Rodes, Cleveland
Norman He. Rody, Cleveland
B. Walter Roshaven, Bedford

avid A. Ryan, Euclid

peter H. Samson, Cleveland

Schafer, Toledo
Schatz, Huntington
Schreckengost, Graensburg
Louis A. sehreiber, - Columbus
Norman L. Schreiber, Toledo
Paul E. Shanabrook, Cleveland
John D, Sharick, Cincinnati
Robert F. Sinks, Cincinnati

Cleveland

George E.
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OHIO cont'd

LI YR &

Reverend M. C. Southerland, Cleveland
Reverend Kenneth L. Stewart, Canton
Reverend Gilbert E. Swart, Dayton
Reverend Harry B. Taylor, Cleveland
. Reverend William E. Towner, East Cleveland
Reverend Judsen Tormley, Vhesterland
Reverend William T. Turnbull, Cleveland
Reverend Lloyd Be. Volkmar,  Willoughby
Rabbi Joseph A. Welsenbaum, Dayton
Reverend Lowell Wellman, €leveland
Reverend Joseph M. Wilcox, Parma
Reverend E. T. Wikle, Cleveland

s

A
Comegbeggy SN L

b

D A T

-~ Raverend Donald L. Wright, Chesterland .
Reverend C.-William Yehnert, Cleveland

v Reverend J. Robert Wills, Garfield Heights .
o Reverend Milton E. Wilson, Cleveland ﬂ
N Reverend Walter F. Wolf, Cincinnati :
i Reverend Ray M. Wolford, Cleveland 1
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OREGON

Reverend Mark A. Chamberlin, Gresham
Reverend Donald E. Colburh, Portland
Reverend Everett H. Gardner, Portland
Reverend Wilton E. Hartzler, Portland
Reverend Paul O. Jewell, Portland
Reverend Oscar V. Luchs, Portland
Reverend Vernon E. Ross, JT., Eagle Creek
Reverend Paul J. Schulze, Portland
Reverend Carl W, Shaw, Portland
Reverend Nevitt B. Smith, Aigord
Reverend Edward Terry, Portland
Reverend Alfred B. Vosper, Rainler
Reverend Eugene H. Walters, Portland
Reverend Paul S. Wright, Portland

PEANSYLVANTA

Rabbi Shlomo Balter, Philadelphia

Rabbi Elias Charry, Philadelphia
Reverend Donald L. Farrow, Philadelphla
Reverend Arthur Freeman, Yardley
Reverend Rey L. Harwick, Fairless 4ills
Rabbi Solomon Kshn Kaplan, Philadelphia
Rabbi Abraham Krantz, Greensburg
Reverend John F. McConaughy, Woodside
Reverend leRoy Patrick, Pittsburgh
Reverend Raimund L. Tumbelston, Philadelphia
Heverend Russell R. Morgan, Jr., Huron
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TENNESSEE
Rabbi Isadore Goodman, Memphis

UTAH
Reverend Harold Scott, Salt Lake City

VIRGINIA
Reverend William E. Basom, Alexandria
- Rabbi Emet A, Frank, Alexandria
Rabbi J. Milgrom, Richmond
Reverend Glen Weimer, Arlington 3

Reverend Richard H. Glessner, Wilmington .

WASHINGTON

Reverend Tom Baird, Bellingham-
Reverend Harold J. Bass, Ph.D., Tacoma
Reverend Gordon Carlson, Seattle
Reverend Alfred Carter, Ph.D., Ritzville
Reverend Lem R. Carter, Spokane
Leverend John W, Caughlan, Seattle
Reverend Kenneth D. Claypool, Seattle
Reverend Donald A. Clinton, RBellevue
Reverend 0lin G. Dasher, Seattle
Reverend Philip L. Eisenhower, Bellevue
Reverend Rudolph W. Gilbert, Spokane
Reverend James E. Gossett, Seattle
Reverend Vincent S. Harth, Brewster
Reverend John A, Huston, Seattle
Reverend Richard E, Ice, Seattle
Reverend Roger K. Johason, Chelan
Reverend Otto H. Keller, Kent
neverend Peter T. Koshi, Seattle
Reverend Allen C. Lambert, Tacoma
Reverend Donald S. Lamka, Seattle
Reverend John B, Magee, Tacoma
Reverend John A. McMees, Spokane
Reverend Donald S. Miller, Seattle
Reverend Herbert E. Miller, Prosser
Reverend L. Merlin Norris, Seattle
_ Reverend Paul G. Perkins, Snohomish
* Reverend A. R. Perrino, Spokane
. TReverend Clifford J. Pine, Spokane
Reverend George L. Poor, Chimacum
Reverend W. H. Ritchey, Lind
Reverend Ray C. Roberts, Seattle
Reverend Myron H, Sharrand, Snoqualmie
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WASHINGTON cont!d

LA

fad

Reverend Robert B. Shaw, Seattle
Reverend James E. Shepherd, Tacoma
Reverend Don Leland Smith, Seattle
Rabbi Wilfred Solomon, Spokane
Reverend Bernard L. Turner, Seattle
Reverend James N. Updike, Lynden
Reverend Gerald A. Van Doren, Lynnwood
Reverend Donald R. Yates, Davenport
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K Reverend Melvin J. Battle, Nilwaukee
g . Reverend dJohn W, Cyrus, Milwaukee ke
3; Reverend Raymond A, Ley, Milwaukee : 1
b Reverend Kenneth L, Smith, Milwaukee

_Rabbi Max D. Ticktin, Madison

WASHINGTOl, D.Ce

Reverend Theodore G. Bowen.
Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Rabbi Morris Gordon

Reverend Robert Pierre Johnson
Reverend lienry C. Koci
Reverend Clarence T. Nelson
Reverend Duane l. Hamsey
Reverend James J. Reeb
Reverend Perry A. Smith
Reverend James He. Somerville
Reveraend Wayne R. Woods

ADDITIONAL SIGHATURES AFTER AROVE WAS COMPLETED

Reverend Lloyd D. Auchard, erockett, Calif.
Reverend George E. Clemmons, Oakland, Calif.
Reverend W. E. Clawson, Jr., San Francisco, Calif.
Reverend Edith M. Crane, Seattle, Wash.

heverend flifford F. Custer, Tracy, Calif.
Reverend Wm, J. Hunt, Sacramento, Calif.

Reverend George B, Johnson, Oakland, Calif.
Reverend Marion M. Lemon, Berkeley, Calif.
Fevarsrd Cavid k. Macliurds, Saeracentc, Calif.,
Reverend R.A, Panzer, Sacramento, Calif.,

Reverend Edward L. Peet, Sacramento,  Calif.
Reverend Walter S. Press, Carmichael, Calif.
Reverend Fred A, Rinebart, Rio linda, Calif.
Reverend Galen Lee Rose, Sacramento, Calif.
Reverend F. I', Royster Dixon, Calif. :
Reverend Herbert D. Valentine, San Francisco, Calif.
Reverend Ernest R. Volkman, Oakland, Calif.
Reverend John A. Wilson, Newark, Calif,
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A CONVENING of AMERICANS
united in the request that

MORTON SOBELL |

. . o be granted a .. = t

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

during the traditional Christmasiamnesty period.
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Program for FREEDOM weckend

WASHINGTON, D, C,
November 19th, 20th and 2ist, 1960

Specialiy assemblea Natiounal Exhibition

"Americans Appeal for Morton Sobell”

The visual impact of democracy in action

Open tu public Friday, November 18, through Sunday,
November 20 1A M. to @ P M,

EXHIBIT:

Gather:ing of visitors and honored guests
The Hotel Shorcham, Dird Cage Walk
Saturday, November 19, 5:30 P, M.,

The Hotol Shorcham, West Ballroom

\" < R ™~ T - , = " .
R - i S T
BANQUET“ A TTENY [ EREYn . it e,

Palisaues Community Church, Washimgton, G
Honored Sprakers:
Burns Chalmers - of the American Friends Service
{ommittee, Washington, D, C,
Harold A, Crancficld - Attorney, Detroit, Mich,
Rew, John Paul Jones - Ashfield, Mass,

Nr-, Mo, R
Rare Tae ot Foo W Lostein - National Chacroes s of tee
Cove o ttee tor Labor Isracd, Chirea -0 D,

Chatring
Gurbadarg YVan Arkel - Alturney, Washmpton, 2. C.

"Facts and Issuces ain the Sobell Case”
Prof, Thomas Emerson, Yale Law School
“"Further Support for Morton Sobell's Release"
Group Ihscussion
The Hotel shorcham, West Ballroom
Sunday, ot eomber 206, 2 POM,

A suodowsn prayer for Morton sobell's frecdom :

Al the White House Sunday, November 20, 2 P, M. :

Led by Rewv, Alva Tompkins, ’
oot Proshyterian Charch, Chicapo, 111

A day of visitiny guverament representatives on behalf 1
of Mortua Sobell's rejcase Monday, Norecinber 21 '

Reservations for the banquet may be made at ten dollars per plate
There is no admission charge for other events

s ) Arrangements by
Mrs. Morton Sobell Mre. Rose Sobell
) Co-Chairmen
& Commntee to Secure Justice for Morton Sohell
940 Broadway, New York 10, N, Y. - ALgonquin 4-9983
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"Whenever human beings are involved in matters of judgment
and justice, there does exist the possibility of human error.

" Most particularly, when a trial reflects

the national tensions of

the day, the verdict may suffer from prejudice or unreason, too

difficult to dismiss.

Every American who thinks about his own

freedomis cannot help but concern himself when the question of

this kind of an injustice is raised.

"It is ampressive, therefore, that throughout his imprisonment,

Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence,

Moreover, 30 yvears

is a lifetigge sentence that the mother, wife and children of Morton

Sobellfshare with him,

we,

respalsibility, address you, Mr,
vour

It is the quality of mercy that insists that
10 feel the conscience of the United States as a particular

President,
cat office to urge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or grant

to ask that you use

nim clemegpecy by commutation of his sentence.

APl
BY 1,000 ¢

Aot upposed 1o te Conbn Len IR iaon -

ment o' Morton b e TN

th‘. LR DL § PERCE Tl " . - - ' . AR
offense, diclated by thee hiy < S
rounding spy chary -,

ROGER BALDWI,

International feaone tor the

Cleat i Vi
Hivhls wi Man

“The nore 1 siudied, the more convanoed
I bevame of the tan’s innwoence.,
o €ry has had such merit to 1t as the cry
for justice fur Morten Sobeli, ™
REVEREND PETER McCORMACK
Prutestant chaplain at Alcatraz while
Mortun Sobell was imprisoned there

To nse

CA number of cmeanent Amerioan jurists
and clergyren have rarsed gue~Lions as iu
whuether Morton Sobell was guilty of Lo
crimes tor whith he was cunviclod and as
to whether, if guilty, he has not alreiady
been suffiviently punished. The Central
Conference of American Rabbis, therefore,
respectfully urges the President of the
United States to review the case, to de-
termine whether there are sufficient
grounds either to recomniend a new trial
or to exercise executive clemency, '

RESOLUTION of the 1960 Convention

of the Central Conference of American
‘Rabbis, Detroit, Mich.

TO PRESIDLNT EISENHOWER
LERGYMEN OF DIFFERENT FAJTHS

“This case demonstrete o ¢ prouliarly

twisled wdea of justio apome N, Subell
woerre g dte o o hgrpee i ahat haa ol jus-

fooeoas b that paves i o vears sentence,
s.a yrars an Atcatrary, oo sl Tefuses to
cansider any kg ol o aotoon?Y

SORAMAN THOMAS

“Morton Sebell as serving s j0th vear in
prison. He has steadiastly prociaimed his
mnweence throughout his nnprisonment.,
Many eminent Ainericans and vther world
figures, including jurists, scientists,
clergymen have also ¢xpressed substantial
doubt as to his guilt. There does exisl the
pussibility of human error in matters of
judgment when that judgment has bevn sub-
Jected to the political tensions of the day,
The Cahiffornia Democratie Councii has
traditionally expressed rontern tar pos-
sible infrangeivents upon pistice and civil
sberty. The CDC calls upon the President
of the Umited States to review again the
facts 1 the Subell case and take
action to secure ultimate justice, "

RESOLUTION passed by Califorma

Democratic Council meeting aitenced

by 3,000 delepates

nt“ft’ﬁhi‘lry

"l am astounded at how iittle there was

about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell

what he is even supposged to have done. "
DR, HAROLDPD C, UREY -
Nobel Prize scientist
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- "We concur 1n the plea for Morton Sobell's freedom, and
S call upon our fellow citizens to help. It is urgent that the
vuice of the public be heard in Washington during the coming
months to encourage Sobell's release during the traditional

&
. " Christmas amnesty season, "
; f_- from an appeal by
‘ s REV, SAMUEIL H, CASSEL., (Cleveland
.‘; HAROLD CRANEFIELD, Detroit
-;!‘ PROF, THOMAS EMERSON, Yale Law School
3 CLARENCE PICKETT, Philadelphia
t PROF, MALCOLM SHARP, University of Chicago Law School
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| DR, HAROLD C., UREY, La Jolla, California
¢ DR. ALEXANDER MEIKLEJOHN, Berkeley, Camorma>

-
ined in the law but ! have at-
ady the background, This ef-
fort convindld me that Morton Sobell did
not received® fair and adequate trial. I
Waue » arreol,nded with the President and

"l am not t
termpted to

Hads e LT ReG L Weesunnent Leoa [
Althouph § have been unsuocessiu, 1 am
even moTte convinced that a new tralas
ewsrnlial to the maintenance ot American
standards of justice. 1 muke no reference
to .nnocence or gullt; 1 make no piran for

clemency or merey.  Inasking or arrsant-

“"We agree with the jury that Sobell -~
who protests his innccence -- was guilty
of espionage beyond a reasonable doubt.
But we think that ten years is ample sen-
tence for what Sobell actually dig ang that
P A o the Tarn U TREIPE 11 BTSN
reieadased,
atunnic espionage was chwin alleged against
hun, and that the sole wilness testified
merely to unsuccessiul attempts to procire
infermation, we thine that Sobell should

NOW_Re T aleddetatti; prisur.
N

o tew el i daet fhiasd

inp that ympartial Justioe e remdere e ’T‘TAT N GLAAR R SIDNEY HOOK
e A FeRargiess of condto s e VTN RRIG SO SMTACDONALYD
care ot e tart thal losnoar et i a qette- - v NN H .
e |
.
v boeeressiian AJLLAN Lo bR &
Lot B f e :
— T Tars i o b wrl i
Lo ue s @M s ence g1 Mertee it and o e B P :
Subeil, Ca LB risuneea for inore ihan Lo professors irom o Tt g el ; . _ “‘.' B

eipht vears and condemrned to a thirty yvar
gentvnar ¢ oon charges which o many legas
author.ies appear {lunsy, to say the least,
we the undersigned of independent pohita al
views and s the snterest of justice and
humanity valy, beg you 10 €xerdise your

ot Cliccago, New $oare 7ot st
pther 1ean.ng tnetifutl s at v asaen ol
Morton Sobe.its freca e, fhe Gentral
Lahor Union Launci! of Minneapolis. rep-
resenting G0, LU wrrreTs, catls tor a

new trial, .. The Brotherhoad of lPainters,

. -
T,ocai rv 7,

Presidential preragative of clenrency and Decorators, Paperhanpers,
return Morton Sobell to his famuly, ™ Cieveland, asks Presutert Fasenios<er "o
LORD BER I KAND RUSSELL. England laKe NECessary attion 1o secirs Sitarate ! P
DK, MARTIN BPUBER. lsrael Justice, " v

sl et
- NN

"Undoubtedly, the atmosphere {McCarthy sm) has cleared .
and one evidence (¢ @ re-examination of conscience. l.ast :
year the Portland f'ru&rr;iﬁn aigppeated inoan aditoreel g i
sume day the public consliens r might be suthcisutly atir-,
to determine whether Morton Subell, now serving a 30-vyear
sentence fur conspiracv, was convicted of a crime or wheth-
er he was a victim of the emotionalism surrounding the
Rosenberg case. With the clearing atmosphere, there is a
growing realization that freedom 1s not something we peri-

Ry odically pat curselves on the back about. It is a creative
2 &1 act to be constantly renewed.”
: }""- MARQUIS CHILIDS, in his nationally syndicated column J
-
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STATEMENT BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIANS AND LAW PROFESSORS e
. AFTER INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE | "

] THE UNDERSIGNED are Amecrican citizens who believe that the sentence of Morton
o Sobell should now be commuted. Sabell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans-
mit to the Soviet Unjon writings and information relating to the national defense of the
United States and was sentenced on April 5. 1951 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison.

Murton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion-
age 1n connection with the atonuc bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe- ’
cated. Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic
eepionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the

judge who sentenced Sobell.

"ib"f‘l"; ~\“ :~ .

rra

This statemnest is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction, The undersigned are
:ntly have been convinced ant:- Communists, None arve associlated with any
organizatilh, commiitee or group uf anv kind concerned either with the case af the
Rousenber M or that of Sobell, nor dare any of the undersigned connectea in any way with
Morton S-1l or any members of his family. After study of the « ase, we believe that
the followi; considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy seuteuce Sobell
is now SeTVINg .

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Rosenbergs wers
convicted, i

Z. The  harges apainst Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one man. Max
Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something
whit b lovked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. No specific item of information sup-
pused tu bave been secured b, homn or transmitted by him to anyone else 15 epecified in the
record. ilie tase againat himo, tnerefore, is vague ip content and slende, ... jrocf. The
possibility that a trip tv Mexicu which he and his famiiv took should be crnstried as fiight
cannot be ignored, though it is subject to varivus interpretations.

3. Whether or not the judpe and prosecution made sufficient effarts to provide a tar
trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenheres thiti
the fact that Subetl's case was tried with theirs made it dafficalt to Separate e To T
and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence intro-
duced to support themn respectively,

4. Sobell has already served, with pood conduct, nearly eight years in prison, =ix of
them in Alcatraz.

5. As Americans we are fuily aware of the threat of communism tu our ire o and
way of life, Anv attack on that {reedom from without or within must be resistepa. Never.
theless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capatily to prac-
tice a disciplined and humane adinimistration of justice precisely in those cases where
emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merils of a
specific case, We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would dernonstrate our
national faith 1n that freedom,
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REINHOLD WIEBUKE EDMOND CAHN
Vica-Prasident and Prafesror of Professar of Lew
Evhics and Thaology Maw Yotk University

Union Theological Seminary
MNaw York City

DANIEL DAY WILLIAMS
Profassar of Systematic Theslogy
Union Theolagical Seminary
JOHN C. BENNETT

Dean and Professor of Ethics PAUL RAMSEY

Profennor of Religion
Princeton University
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and Theolegy
Union Theological Saminary

S JEROME NATHANSON
SR GERMARD O. W. MUELLER Administrative Lesdar
;:‘ Assocista Professar of Law Naw York Seciety for
‘ } . New York Univensity _Erhical Culture
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L . REV. GROSS W, ALEXANDER, Lucerne Valley, Calif.
b ) ' DAVID ANDREWS, Boone, N, C.
f ROGEKR N. BALDWIN, New York City
: ’ " REV. WILLIAM FE. BASOM, Alexandria, Va.
. . RAHBBI JEROME 5. BASS, Natick, Mass.
Gl HELEN M. BEARDSLEY, La Jolla, Calif.
- DR. JOUN C. BENNETT, New York City
S LEO BERMAN, Chicago, 1l
e i KABB] BALYVOUR BRICKNER, Washington, D. C.
: DR, WILLIAM C. DAVLEDON, Chicago, Il
MRE& A POWELL DAVIES, Washington, D. C.
PROF. LLOYD H. DONNEBILI, Chesterton, Ind.
PROF. THOMAS 1. EMERSON, Yale Law School

REV. JOUN E. EVANS. Columbus, Ohio

PROF. ROUBERT FINN: Palo Alto. Calif.

HRABRBI MORRIS FISHMAN, Margate, N. J.

.
N
N -'.} N

b U7 7 X

} !.' WALDO FRANK, Truro, Mass.

A REV. G. SHUBERT FRYE, Syracuse, N. Y.

v E - REV. ERWIN A. GAEDE, Lus Angeles, Calif.
U 11 REV. RICHARD H. GATCHEL, Pale Ailto, Caiif.
;oo MAXWELL GEISMAR, Harrison, N. Y.

X
! {

RENJAMIN GINZBURG, Arlington, Va,
’ RAPK! PORFRT E GOLDHTU KRG, Hamden, Conn.
RABHBL Ao 0 ahssb kg, 00 0 A, Tean-
- REV, JOHNN HAYNES HOLMES, New York Gy
RESSELL JAHNSON, Petersham, Mass,
[y JOHN AU JONES, Ashfield, Mass.
PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN, New York City
HEV. MALRTIN LUTHER KING JE., Atlanta, (a.
REV, HEENRY 0 KOUCH, Wa-hingion, 1) €
DR FDWARD Db KORN.D I the.da, Md
! oo MAYER New Torn Uity
iy PETER MOUCORMACK, {aly iy, tahf
il Ak MUERPHY, Topoks, Kausa
DR BRI D NTERUGTE Now Yo Uty
RO VT oll PASCH RIS Now Yok ¢ty
LEN. DRYDEN 0 PHELPR, Berkeley, Calhif.
IRerk . DALY PONTIU S, Chicago. THL
PROF, ANATOL RAPATORT, Ann Arbor, Mich.
DAVIDY H SCULELE, Annandale, Va.
PROF. MALCGLM SHARD, Chicago, .
NOBMAN THOMAS, New York City
REV, FRANCIS K TUCKEHNR, Brooklyn, N. Y.
. HAROLD C. UREY, La Jolla, Calif.
GERHARD VAN ARKEIL, Washington, D, C.
KABBI JACOR J. WEINSTEIN, Chicago, 111
PROYF. FRANCIS D WORMUTH, Salt Lake City, Utah
REV. SAMUEL A. WRIGHT, San Rafael. Calif.

4 .

as sponsors
invite your participalion in
a

NATIONAL APPEAL for FREEDOM
Washington, D. C.

November 19th, 20th arc 2. 19606
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Suggested Editorial

L1

Dear Editor:

If you agree that the following is a fair recommendation in the
Morton Sobell case, will you publish this editorisl or s similar
one in your publication? ‘

Authorities cited in the editorial are quoted more fully in the .
brochure announcing the national appeal in Washington.

R e e e ——
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One of the qualities in which our democracy justifiably takes

~.

pride is our concern for the jndividuel. It is not surprising that
when a cry is raised of a possible injustice to a fellow American;
the national conscience is affected.

A number of diatinguiahed individuals and organigzations are
raising questions concerning the trial and 30-year sentence of Morton
Sobell on a charge of conspiracy to commit espionage. Sobeli; you will
recall, was in the ssme trial with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, althoug!
he was not accused of atomic espionage. He hag throughout his
imprisonment, ndw in his 1lth year, maintained hils 1nnocence; and the
lev. Petor McCormack, who was the Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz
while Sobell was held there, believes Sobell.

We are impressed by the fact that those appealing in Sobell's
behalf include individuals and groups who in no way could be labeled
Communist. For example, a study of the record was made by a group
4ncluding one of the most distinguished theoclogians 1in America; Dr.
Kzinhold Niebuhr, and leading law professor Edmund Cahn of New York
University. They found the evidence against Sobell "vague in content

andf slender in proof,"
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Roger Baldwin, who has guarded our civil liberties for meny
decades, calls the 30-year gentence far too severe. One thousand
ministers and rabbis have appealed to President Eiaenhower; and
the 196Q national convention of the Conference of American Rabbis
adojted a resolution acking a review of the facts. It is aigq}ficant
oo khat an educator with the meticulous standards of Profeas&l'
Sidney ook, who agsumes Sobell guilty of the charge, rocommends his
releagse and points out that the sole witness against Sobell merely
testified to unsuccessful attempts to procure information.

wWhatever thé differing points of view about various aspects
of this affair, there is a widespread unity of opinion that the
10 years Sobell has endured in prison, including nearly six in
Alcatraz, is more than enough pumnishment.

It ig difficult to see how Sobell's further prolonged

imprisonment at public expense can at this point serve the national

: 1n:i ;_._. . 

gecurity. On November 19,'20 and 21 a national appeal 1is taking
place in Washington, D.C., to urge & Presidential commutation of
gentence for Morton Sobell during the treditional Christmas amnesty

period. We belleve this request should be given the utmost

m?‘m"f“.'n&'ﬂﬂf

consideration.
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Committee To Sccure Justice For Morton Sobell

Mrs. Marton Saliell
Mnrs. Rose Sobell

Chairmen

-

HONOR A Y SIONSORS
(paruuf: ting}

Hev, oY Wevandog

David Anllie we

Rabhi J. 8% Bass _

Helen M. Boardelin

Len Rermin

Ral:bvi Samure] Bernetein

Harold A, Cranehield

Lioyd Donnell

Prof. Kermit Eby

Rev. lobn b. tvans

Rabli Maris Fisliman

Rev. Kenneth Ripley Farbes

Waldo Frank

Revw, G. Shubern [u

Rev, Erwin A Caele

Maxwell Ceiviunr

Rehbi Ruleert Bt Wb

Prof. Erwin 11 tendoimagh

[tabli Aven Uyrs-toelid

Judge Norval K. tlaine

Dr. A, Eustace Elasidoy

Rev. Clarence 1. Hoinen

Rusert]l Jobnson

Rev. John Paq) Jone-

Bev. Josesh ' ke o

Tedd TeBlerthen

D, Milion Ve <t

Dranie b o 81 b

b [ EETERY AT

Ml M

ot }. S0 ane

Rev, Peter Memma k

Dy, Gardner Murphs

Rev, Draden Diisies Phelps

P'rof, Dale Pontius

Howard B. R.odest

Prof. Anatol Rapapmat

Prof. Osoor k. Hicr

Lotd Rertrand Ruesell

Prof, Maleolm Shaigpe

Be. D, R. Sharpe

Sidney Sibverman, ML

Rev. Frencis 5. Tuckrr

Dr. Harold €, Urey

Mra. Clora M. Vincent

Rabbi Jacol J. Weinstein

Prof. Francis D. Wormuth

040 BROADWAY (Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

Algonquin 4-992]

SPECIAL T0 CHURCH PUBLICATION3
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CLERGYMEN AMONG NOTED AMERICANS SPONSORING

NATIONAL GATHERING IN WASHINGTON, D. C.

TO URGE FREEDOM FOR MORTON SOBELL A
EARE :

SPONSORS INCLUDE DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR,

DR. JOKN C. BENNETT, REV. PETER McCORMACK

REV. G. SHUBERT FRYE, ROGER BALDWIX,

NORMAN THOMAS, REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING

s Rk
Appeal by 1,000 Ministers and Rabbis to be Presented

o R 3

Clergymen from throughout the country are among
the noted Americans sponaoring_a national gathering
‘to be held in Washington; D.C., from Nov,19-21 to
climax widespread appeals for the President to free
Morton Sobell from prison.

Representative speakers from Washington and other
cities will address a banquet at tpe Hotel Shoreham
in Washington on Saturday, Nov. 19,_to urge &
commuiatioﬁ of sentence for Sobell, now in the 1lth
yesar of a 30-year sentence on the charge of "conapirac

to commit espionagea" Tried together with the Rogen~
bergs in 1951, Sobell has stoadfastly maintained

his innocence.
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Participants in the Washington events have expressed diverse
views on the case; but are united in agreement that the sentence was
far too severe and should now be reduced to the time served, They
are requesting a Presidential commutation during the traditional
Christmas amnosty season. An appeal to the President by more than
1;0 yebbis and ministers from throughout the United States 1is
sci{pduled to 5e présented. ﬁ

' Among those listed as sponsors with such eminent 1ndivid4ala
as Dr, Reinhold Niebuhr and Dr. John C., Bennett of the Union
Theological Seminary, Roger Baldwin, chairman of the International
League for the Rights of Man, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Norman Thomas, are the following:

Rev. Gross W. Alaxander; Lucerne -Velley, Califiy Rev. William E.
Basom, Alexandria, Va.; Rev, John E. Evans, Columhua; Ohio;

Rev. G. Shubert Frye, Syracuse, N.Y.; Rev. Erwin A, Gaede; los
Angeles, Calif.; Rev. Richard H. catchel; Palo Alto, Calif.;

Rev, John Haynes Holmes; New York City; Rev. John Paul Jonas;
Ashfield, Mass.; Rev. Henry C. Koch; Washington, D.C.; Rev. Peter
McCormack, Dal& City, Calif.; Rev. Dryden C. Phelps; Barkeley; Cglif.
Rev. Francis S, Tucker, Brooklyn,N.Y.: . Rev, Samuel A. Wright,

San Rafael, Calif.; Dr. Markus Barth of Chicago, and Rev. Dr. Howard
Schomer of Chicago.

| The Sobell freedom banquet at the Hotel Shoreham will be
addressed by Rev. John Paul Jones of Aahfield; Msss. and Rabbi
Jacob J, Weinatein of Chicago; with an invocation by Rev. Nelson
C. Plerce of the Palisades Community Church in Washington. Other
speakers will include attormeys Harold Cranafield of Dotroit,
eral Counsel of the International Union, United Auto Workers;

i
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and Gerhard Van Arkel of Waahington; Burns Chalmers of the American

Friends Jervice Committee, and Mrs., Morton Sobell. The speakers

will be appearing as individuals and not as representatives of the

g
o3 g‘ organizations with which they are affiliatved.
- The appeal in behalf of Morton Sobell will also feature a
5; n tional exhibit presenting the visual impact of appeals in his

half, & panel discussion on the facta and issues in the ¢ ?se led

Prof. Thomas I. Emerson of the Yale Law School, #nd & su.v%down

prafg} at the White House led by Rev. Alva Tompkins of the Olivet

Presbyterian Church in Chicago.

An independent inquiry 1nto the facts in the Soball case was

made by a group that included Dr. Niebuhr, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Daniel

Dr. Paul Ramsey

Day Williams of the Union Theological Seminary;

of Princeton University: Jerome Nathanson of the New York Ethical

ors Edmond Cahn and Gerhard

by

Culture Society, and law profess

0. W, Mueller of New York University. The statement based on their

findings held that the case against Sobell was nyasgue in content

and slender in proof.’ They pointed out that Sobell was not

accused of any connection with atomic espionage, end that his

-

conviction and sentence were undoubtedly affected by the emotions

surrounding the Rosenberg trial.
Morton Sobell is now in the Atlanta federal prison. He was

held in Alcatraz for nearly six years. During his Alcatras

chaplain at that time, became convinced of Sobell's innocence

- 87
"3’ ' incarceration, the Rev, Peter McCormack the Protestant prison
}

and has been fighting for his releass.
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- Commilttee 'ilo Secure Justice I’l Morton Sobel
©40 BROADWAY (Entrance on 22nd Street] NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
i Algonquin 4-9983
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i Mes. Mucton Sebel FOR RETLEASE FRIDAY. DECEMBER 16, 196
‘= i A rsb’iﬁ;’: Sobel
{" _ Special to Pennsylvania Editors
i
: HONORARY_SPONSORS
: (pdjrial listing) Pennsylvania Educators and Clergymen
- Rev. Mross W. Alexander : :
, D Andrews :
154 it . NP _ In Two Appeals for Morton Sobell i
3 @'! 1-1eH M. Beardstes 1
A z 1' Leo Bermaiie . - -
: -t} Labhi Samuel Berastein
¥ Harold A. Cranchield Public Meeting in Philadelphia
. XV L Lloyd Donnell
4 ., T3 Prof. Kermit Eby .
1H Rev. John E. Evans To Discuss Case on Sunday
A Rahbbi Marris Fishman
i Kev. Kenneth Ripley Forlies

Waldo Frank

Rev. G. Shubert Frye
ﬂiﬁgﬁ;ﬁﬁ?“ Editors: Note enclosed app=zals and lls+ingd
Ra ' of nanies of Fenncy.vania signers ‘

Rahbii Robert E. Goldburg
[rof. Erwin R. Geodenaugh
Kabhi Avery Grosstield

Dr. A. Fustace Haydon
Russell Johinson

Rev. Julin Poaul J .
1£:ﬁ£hﬁrx$f Mrs. Morton Sobell announced today that 79
Dr. Paul L. Lebhmann

At !Ill,-| e

D ettt

PR

Dr. Milton Lester Pennsylvanians including many educators had signe
Danicl G. Marshali
Dr. Leo Mayer an appeal to President Eisenhower in behalf of he

Milton Mayer
Louis ' McCabe

,
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Rev, Perer MeCarmark husband, and that 44 clergymen from Pennsgylvania
' D, Cardner Morphy :
: Rev. Ihvden Ly Phelpe were among the 1500 clergymen from throughout the
N . ; I'rof. Dale Pontivs
TN I H ! B. Rades .
: 1 e aral Ramapott United States asking for her husband's release.
- 'i i Prof. Oscar K. Rice ' . .
. Lord Bertrand Russcll Mrs. Sobell, who has been fighting to prove
4 r‘ ) Pruf. Maleolm Sharp
g D D e {nnocence of Morton Scbell on conspiracy to commi
Ev“-"'.. . s (-'\. s |."|1 A IS
. f} Rev. Francis 8 Turker . .
¥y Dr. Hareld C. Urey espionage charges and obtain his release, said sh
'3' ' Mrs, Clare AL Vineent
- . Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstuin would be in Philadelphia on Sunday to address 3
} ii" Prof. Francis . Wormuth
¢ ’ gathering of persons interested in legrning about
<A . .
e or helping with her husband's case.
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The meeting will take place at 2 P.M. on Sunday, Dec.lB; in t!
Christian Association auditorium at the University of Pennegylvania.
A featured event will be the showing of a national exhibision on th:
Sobell case which was presented at a three-day gatheriﬂg Elcently h-
:in Washington, D.C. under sponsorship of eminent Americans. Admissi':
is free.

Morton Sobell is in the 11lth year of a 30-year sentence impose

—

the Rosenberg trial. He is at the federal prison in Atl?nta, Ga

l o which he was transferrad after having spent more than fire years

in Xcatraz.

A study of his case by an independent group that included
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of the Union Theological Seminary in New York
Professor Edmund Cahn of the New York University Law School, has

called the case against Sobell "vague in content and slender in

proof," and recommended a commutation of sentence to time served.

Among the natlonally known individuals who have urged Morton

Sobellts release are Clarence Pickett of the American Frjiends

Service Committee; author James T. Fawre ; Roger Baldwin, chairmar

of the International League for the Rights of Man; Rev. Mariin Lutt

King, Jr.: Norman Thomas; Rev. Peter McCormack, protestant chaplain

-

at Alcatraz during Morton Sobell's imprisonment there; Rabbi Mauric

Lisendrath, and Rabbi Israel Goldstein.

)

Reasons advanced for action in Sobellts behalf include pleas

LT e

Nl ot
LY

. muf{-nnwﬂwé,mrnw

g the sentence was out of propertion to evidence presented at the tr.

Yoa

'L
: that the trial could not have been fair in the atmosphere that

wie oAy )

prevailed, that Sobell should have been tried separately from the

R
. A

Rosenbergs since he was not accused of any cennection with the ato:

. bomb project, or that he js in fact innocent as he has maintained

throughout his ordeal.
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FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1960

TEXT OF THE APPEAL FOR MORTOMN SOBELL SIGNED BY 1500 CLERGYMEN
AVD A LISTING CF THOSE FROM PEMNSYLVANIA WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED:

"President Dwight D. Eisenhower
The Wnite House

- Washington, D.C,

LA

hemever human beings are involved in matters of judgment and
stice, there does exist the possibility of human error. Most
rticularly, when a trial reflects the national tensions o
Re day, the verdict may suffer from prejudice or unreason,-{too
A fficult to dismiss. Every American who thinks gbout his dwn
freedoms cannot help but concern himself when the question of
this kind of an injustice is raised.

. 1
"It is impressive, therefore, that throughout his impriscnment,
Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence. Moreover, thirty
years ia a lifetime sentence that the mother, wife, and children
of Morton Sobell cghare with him.

"It is the quality of mercy that insists that we, who feel the-
conscience of the United States as a particular rezponsibility,
address you, Mr, President, to ask that you use your great office
to urge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or gisat him cleumency by
commmutation of his sentenczs.”

Reverend James T. Alves, West Chester

Rabbi Shlemo Balter, Philadelphia

Reverend Ruszell B, Barbour, Easton
Reverend Fred E, Blue, Wynnewood

Rabbi Elias Charry, Pnilzdelphia

Reverend E. Luther Cunningham, Fhiladelphia
Reverend Paul A. Corcoran, Glenolden
Reverend FEdword S. Davis, West Chester
Reverend Aller T, Dixon, Philadelphia
Reverend Donald L. Farrow, Philadelphia
Reverend Lawrence C. Foard, Jr., Pottstown
Reverend Arthur Frecman; Yardley

Reverend John L* Galloway, Vayne

Reverend Charlies A. Grale, Willow Grove
Ratbi lewis B. Grosaman, Philadelphia
Reverend Willian A, Guenther, Pottstown
Reverend P. L., Hailey, D.D., Pniladelphia
Reverend Ormend L. Hampton, Jr., Mt. Penn, Reading

"Reverend Jebn f, Mardwick, Langhorne
J

Reverend. Rav H. Hartman, Conshobocken
Rgverend Bay 7. Harwick, Fairless Hills
Reverenc fDavid G, High, Newton

Reverend Robert ilorton, Trevose

Rabbi Solomon Kahn Kaplan, Philadelphia
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Rebbi Abraham Krantz, Greensburg

Reverend
Reverond
Reverend
Reverand
Reverend
Revezrend
Reverend
Reverend
Revereona
Fevgrond
Revg@grond
Revirond
Rev@rend
Reverend
Reverend
Dr. Fred
Reverend
Roverand
Reverend

Charles H. Long, Glenside

C. Frederick Mathias, West Chester
John F. McConaugny, WCodside
Horman Melchert, Levter

WlUJian T, Moore, Jr., Philadelphia
Russell R, Morgan, Jr., Hureon
Raymond W. Nicholson, Philadelphia
LeRoy Patrick, Pittsburgh

Edwzrd O, Foole, Port Kennedy

Lo David Schiosger, West Chester
Donald F. Shaw, lLansdale

Warner Sizemore, Malvern

Charlea E. Strauser, Coatesville
James A, Teimblie, Southampton
Raimund L. Tumbeiston, Fhiladelphia
D. Wentrel, Wayne

Chester M, Wiiliams, Chester
Hadley B. Williams, Ardmore

Paul W, YoH, Spring City.
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- Committee To Secure Justice For Morton

e
2

obell

T
. { 940 BROADWAY [Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y. (O’TD
L o . Algonguin 4-9983
" December 15, 1960
W7 .
. Mrs. Martan Sabell
-~ .% Mrs, Rose Sobell )
- g Chaireaen Dear Fiiend:
T . We have an urgent need for furnds to carry on the
o — =fiort ich ve : 5 v o)
v HONOJARY SPONSORS ﬁg;ign?sw?ieédgg Prought us very close t .
[ =4 K . . !‘

-
.

Please send us your Holiday contribution of joney

at this time. Only yeur help can make it pogsible
for us to continue our fight for justice, and the

very life of a living humen being.

ileien M. Bassdsley

Leo Rerman

habbi Sanoel Bernstein
Harold A. Crancheld
Lleyd Donnell

Prof. Kermit Eby

Rev. John E, Evans

Rabbi Morris Fishman
Rev. Kenneth Ripley Forbes
Walde Frank

Kev. G. Shubert ¥rye

Hev. Frwin A, Gauede
Maxwell Geiminar

Rabbi Robert E. Goldlhurg
I'rof, Erwin R. Goadennueh
Rabhi Avery Grozsfield

Dr. A. Eustace Taydon
Russell Johuson

Rev. Jolin Paul Jones

ey, Joseph I’ King

»

Qur best wishes for a Happy luvliday and a fine
New Year.

- mﬂ‘*h-‘mv. P Ty o

b
%S IR
PSR R P

~

Faithfully yours,

o

[4

- 2 A
Fooe Solutt  #lin ity

Rose Sobell Mrs. Morton Sobell

P. S. Some confusion has arisen because of recent

oy

e

De, Poul L. [.ehmann

. Dr. Milion Lester

Daniet G. Marshall
Dr. Leo Mayer

stories about Dr. Robert Soblen and his
brother, Jack Soble. Morton is not related
to them or in any way connected with their

- Milion Mayer
Louis F, AMcCale

case.

s g TN T

M ; Rev. Peler McCormack
T4 Dr. Gardner Marphy
PRI Rev. Duyden Binsley Phedps
4 i . I'eof. Dale 'ontius
- Howvard B. Radlest
! oo Prol. Anate! Rapaport
‘ ' Prof. Osear K. Rice
A s Lord Bertrand Bazzell
D -Prof. Malouim Sharp
P | Dr. D. R, Sharpe
g f*:' i Sidney Silverman, AT
Y .}_ Rev, Framis 8. Tucker
SN Dr. Harold C. Urey
F‘ [N Mrs, Clura M. Yincent
!»-' ¥ '\"‘: . Tiabbi Jaecnbh J. Weinstein
:': : ‘ I'snf. Franeis 10, Wormuth
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3 Exhibition "Americans Appeal g
for Morton Sobell" -

i

v, . "t
1
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- from 2 prn i R . :
FREEDOM FOR MORTON SOBELL.
REPORT - MRS. HELEN SOBEL]L, . . -
- from 3 p.m. -
Auspices: Phila. Sobell Committee ' ' o 1
2708 W.Sterner St. - BA 9-2426 - : :

You are cordially invited to hear

MRS. HELEN SOBELL [-_

REPORT ON THE EVENTS REGARDING THE 4
NATIONAL APPEAL FOR FREEDOM FOR MORTON SOBELL

a special

thank vou

held recently in Washington, D.C. ’
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1960 . - @ '
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« .. one single livin

|

j
‘. ..The strange picture of Iw.mm"beings in the middle
of the 20th Century.. .willing ‘to devote time and
energy and effofé_ to consider the fate of one single
. living human being. If we” should ever lose this

ability to be concerned... th_én._‘wiﬁatevcr els_é we gain,

a v 2,7 { -~
e

. [y

ki s CENEVEN RO, At e
AW Y (e aT

g human being...”

. K

In mid- November, in Washington, D.C., .
from across this country, leaders in the fields
of religion, of science, of education, of law --
met to call for the immediate release of
Morton Sobell. B ) :
% This national assembly mirrored a decade
*" " of the most determined daily struggle of a e
- family for freedom. It presented a tremendous
‘tribute to truth, for the American people have
‘listened to the word "innocent' and do care
about guarding those precious principles that
make life most worth living. -~ o
I .

- B

ar

v

Today, no expression is more important
than yours in joining others throughout our ° '
nation to extend the effort put forth here. Thi
is the traditional Amnesty period -- it is yours.’
support that will bring to. Washington our vital

. demand for freedom for Morton Sobell. -

L “’ . . I k, "".\' TN ,-‘c?"w' RO [L LI X

o 1 e An innocent man can be any one single__,““ L
4+ living human being . His freedom belongs to -
- ‘ S N Tl e T S

. all of us.
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[ Americans Cather
' at White House To Pray

for Release of Morton Sobell

| Rev. Richard H. Gatchel of Palo Alto, Californ,
and Rev. G. Shubert Frye of Syracuse, New York, seen
leading the White House prayer with Mrs. Rose Sobell,

| mother of Morton Sobell, and Mrs. Helen Sobell, his

' wife, are two of the 1500 clergymen of different faiths

who have appealed to the President.

A three-day convening in Wa‘shington was sponsor-
ed by eminent Americans including Dr. Reinhold "
Niebuhr and Dr. John C. Bennett of the Union Theolog-
ical Seminazyi. Roger Baldwin, ' Chairman of the Inter-
national* League for the Rights of Man; Rabbi Maurice
t o visis to 18 Eisendrath; Rev. Martin Luthef King, Jr., and T

ret 0 ted | r nusbat®s gt the Norman Thomas. : : N
‘:enhe"g’ w“eme;sua"“ Mondsy. e ind ol

» ROVt 1OV, would. B8 2 Please read why Armericans are acting on this ur-
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Speaks for

MORTON
SOBELL

[ am astounded at how little there was
about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell
what he is even supposed to have done."
DR. HAROLD C, UREY
Nobel Prize scientist

"Morton Sobell is serving his 10th year in
prison. He has steadfastly proclaimed his
innocence throughout hie imprisonment.
Many eminent Americany and other world
figures, including jurists, scientists,
clergymen have also expressed substantial
doubt as to his guilt. There does exist the
possibility of human error in matters of
judgment when that judgment has been sub-
jected to the political tensions of the day,
The California Democratic Council has
traditionally expressed concern for pos-
sible infringements upon justice and civil
liberty. The CDC calis upon the President
of the United States to review again the
facts in the Sobell case and take necessary
action to secure ultimate justice.™

RESOLUTION passed by California

Democratic Council meeting attended

by 3, 000 delegates

"'Convinced of the innocence of Morton
Sobell, now imprisoned for more than
eight years and condemned to a thirty year
sentence on charges which to many legal
authorities appear flimay, to say the least,
we the undersigned of independent political

. views and in the interest of justice and

humanity only, beg you to exercise your

Presidential prerogative of clemency and

return Morton Sobell to his family. "
LORD BERTRAND RUSSELL, England
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"A number of eminent American jurists
and clergymen have faised questions as to
whether Morton Sobéll was guilty of the
crimes for which he 'was convicted and as
to whether, if guilty, he has not already
been sufficiently punished. The Central
GConference of American Rabbis, therefore,

"respectfully urges the President of the

United States to review the case, to de-

termine whether there are sufficient

grounds either to recommend a new trial

or to exercise executive clemency, "
RESOLUTION of the 1960 Convention
of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis, Detroit, Mich.

nwe agree with the jury that Sobell --

who protests his innpcence -- was guilty
of espionage beyond p reasonable doubt,
But we think that ten! yeats is ample sen-

- tence for what Sobell actually did and that,

. atomic espionage w

having served the tefm, he should now be
released... In viey of the fact that no

PP T t< -emny A

even alleged against .- o

*

" him, and that the sole witness testified — ="

LF

merely to unsuccessful attempts to procure
JAnformation, we think that Sobell shiuld .
now be released from prison, oo

NATHAN GLAZER| SIDNEY HOOK
IRVING KRISTOL, 'DWIGHT MACDONALD
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An Af)peal by

sbwse.  JAMES T. FARRELL

EMINENT AMERICAN AUTHOR

I have the great fear and the sick
feeling that an innocent man is in
prison, I have the conviction that the
release of Morton Sobell can only
do good, and not harm, Everythj
1 have so far learned about him
ports my conviction and I think it
seems to me but mere minimum
justice now, to restore him to life
and to the kind and decent family
which loves him.

In 1960, we must speak, and with
all urgency. We must cry out, we
must demand that no possible in-
stance of "man's inhumanity to man"
be tolerated. It is our duty and our
honor that we spare no effort for the
protection of the innocent, and that
in any case of injustice the quickest
possible attion be taken to rectify
this most terrible of evils, Unless
justice and compassion and Walt
Whitman's love be as normal as our
daily life we are sunken far below
all of the general principles whi
proclaim the freedom of man., '

It is for us to remember and to
preserve all of the noble work of
those who have gone, but who have
given of their brain, bone and mus-
cle, their blood, to the creation of
the dignity of man, It is for us to
defend and preserve and to extend
that dignity, and when we curselves
are anonymous dust, to leave our
mermory in future for those who will
redeern the injustices of the centuries

Let us now begin to say and to
make real with all our power that
justice is a new-born idea. I ask for
and [ clasp hands with you in calling
for the freedom of Morton Sobel,

t
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Dear Friend:

As Morton Sobell's mother and
wife, we ask with all our hearts that
you help us. {l

Qur family ordeal }Exas lasted more
than 10 years. Dut our hopes are
high because of the mounting appeals
by thousands upon thousands of
Americans. )

We have an unshakable faith that
if the public continues to speak out,
Morton's freedom will become a
reality, Your simple act of writing
a letter to our President will let him
know that the Americaln people want
to see Morton freed. '

Please write today to:
The President of
the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.

We thank you for acting in the cause
of justice and humanity,

Sincerely yours,

Pros F2L el

Mrs. Rose Sobell

Mrs, Mdrton Sobell

Co-Chairmen |
Commiittee to Secure Justice
tor Morton Sobell
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STATEMENT

BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIANS AND LAW PROFESSORS AFTER
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE

THE UNDERSIGNED are Ameridan citizens v’zho believe that the sentence of Morton
Sobell should now be commuted. Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans-
mit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the
United States and was sentenced on April 5, 1951 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison.

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Fthel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion-
age in connection with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe- )
cuted. Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic
espionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the .
judge who sentenced Sobell.

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The undersigned are

and consistently have been convinced anti-Communists, None are associated with any

" organization, committee or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the
Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with
Morton Sobell or any members of his family. After study of the case, we believe that
the following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell
is now serving.

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Rosenbergs were
convicted.

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one man, Max
Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something
which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. No specific item of information sup-
posed to have been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified in the
record. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof. The
poasibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should be construed as flight
cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations.

3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair
trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs 2nd
the fact that Sobell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two ¢ s
and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence intr.
duced to support them respectively.

4, Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison, six of
them in Alcatraz.

5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communisth to our freedomn and
way of life. Any attack on that freedom from without or within must be resisted, Never-
theless, one of the factors which malkes that freedom so precious is its capacity to prac-
tice a disciplined and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases where
etnotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits ofa
specific case, We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our
national faith in that freedom.

REINHOLD NIEBUNR EOMOND CANN JOHN C. SENNETT
Vice-President and Professor of Profassor of Law Desn and Professor of Ethic
Evhics and Theology N New York Univenity and Theclogy

Union Theclegical Seminary Union Theological Seminary

New York City DANIEL DAY WILLIAMS

-Professor of Systematic Theology

Union Theelogical Seminary JEROME NATHANSON
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Committee To Secure Justice For Morton Sobell

940 BROADWAY (Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y. bﬁp

Algonquin 4.9983

- December 29, 1960

Mrs. Midrton Sobell

g Dear Friend, . !
TR - i
_55 The next New York Committee meeting will be held on
o HONORARY SPONSORS - .
; ¥ {partial listing) EDNESDAY o JANUARY &, 1961
. "’* Rev. Gross W Alexander
. .'n_. David Andrews . o ) - _ _at 2 P '-,Mu, _ . e P
ga e Rahbs 1. S. Raes - ot e S e e I
4y lelen M. Deardeley COMMITTEE OFFICE, 940 BROADWAY
B' « Rabbi Sumuel Bernstein . ) :
Y Harold A. Cranefichl Our very good friends, Jennie and Ben Ratner,
i% Lioyd Donnell | whose devotion and most active participation in the
prof. Jne iy fight to free Morton are known to you, are leaving
E‘ liuh.b.i J.\]ill"l‘i‘:i i"i‘sh.m;m our City and this Will be the last meet’ing they Will
TE Lev, Kenneth Ripley Foibe- D@ attending in New York. Please join us on Wednesday
E, Waldo Fruuk to help plan and make arrangements for the Testimonial
- ;?“E-SWT?T1° we are giving to Jennie and Ben on January the 2ist.
k'. ev, Lrwiih AL Lracacr
3 Maxwell Geie . .
g Reby Robore o Goldbnarg We are sure you will want to be with us and we are

Prof. Enwin K. Gamlenough IOOking forward to Seeing you.
Rablyi Avery Gro-sheld

-‘ . Dr. A. Fustace Haydon Sinc erely,

Russell Jehason

t Paut lencs Oy g o /! P
tev. lohn Paul Jenes - CJ!':”:. -.---";,/:"'/,P?./ / ‘-(L,?"':'/;ﬁ

A ev, Joseph 1 King

I'rof. Maleolm Sharp |
e, D. K. Sharpe
Sidney Silverman, M1 )
Rev. Francis S, Tucker We wish you a happy New Year!
Dr. H1areld C. Urey

Mrs, Clara M. Vincent

Rabhbi Inceb J. Weinaein

De. Paut L. Lelunann EVElyn Harap #
: Dr. Milton Vester NEW YORK SOBEIIIJ COMMI TTEE
Danict G. Marshall
] D, beo Mayrer
. Milton Maver
. Lonis 1. McCabe - " - -
Y Rev. Peter McGormark We urgently need clothing, kitchen utensils, etc. in
' Dr. Garduer Murphy our THRIFT SHOP., Please look through your closets
] fs:w. “I"}'lfrv!i‘l.ll'}'-'ff:}- I“helps and kltChen cabinets and donate what ever You can
e prof. Daje ] gnine spare. If you cannot deliver youself, please call
R Howard B, Radest . ] .
e Prof. Anatel Rapapot AL 4-9983 and pick-ups will be made immediately.
. Prof. Osear K. Rice We also need volunteer help in the store. Please
" ‘g Al Lord Bertrawd Russell C all US.e
: it

Tog 2 \";._ e s

Prol. Fancis D, Wormuth i
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- Jennie and Ben Ratner
cS‘.ztuw’ay Eve., ganuaty 21s¢, 1061, 8:30 p. m.
at Estonian Hall, 2261 ,&xtngéon Hve.
Near 125t£ St., New ‘yot/;
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MRS. MORTON SOBELL 30 Charlton Street

January 6, 1961

Jear Atlanta Clergyman:

I hope you will read the enclosed information regarding the
case of my husband, Morton Sobell. As you will see by the -
statement rade by a group of theologians and lawyers, headed
by Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Law Professor Edmond Cahn, there
is great interest in securing a commutation of the 30-year
sentence of my husband.

sl ol

I hope you will want to join with the almost 2000 clergymen
who have asked for freedom or a new trial, In doing so, you
will be acting in the interest of justice, for my husband is
truly an innocent man who should never have been imprisoned.

L) Lty e Pran
FRRY ‘ -
St sk, Sdied

Our family waits for the day when we will be together after
these 10 long years of imprisonment for our beloved one.

Pleaze read and act as your conscience directs you to do.
1 hopefully await your positive reply. Please let me hear

from you.
Very sincerely yours,
gM
%/&”W' :;
(Mrs. Morton Sobell)
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VOICES OF CONCERN

In addition to articles and book reviews in various law journals
which noted study of the case of Morten Sobell, each indicating
that Sobell did not receive justice (to which Ferry S. Martin

refers in the article quoted below), clergymen and many religious

publications have expressed deep concern in articles and editorials
about the case of Morton Sobell. Such publications include
CHRISTIAN CENTURY, CHRISTIANITY AND CRISIS, CATHOLIC WORKER,
INTERCOLLEGIAN (National Student publication of YM-YWCA}, UNITARIAN
REGISTER, SOCTAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN (Methodist Federation for Social
Action), BULLETIN, DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS LIRBERTY (National  Counecil
ofiChurches), and LUTHERAN COMPANION. Here is an article which
appeared in the Christmas 1960 issue of NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER:

THE SOBELL CASE

A few days after David Greenglass was released from prison.
1500 ministers sent a petition to President Eisenhower asking
for the pardon or retrial of Morton Sobell. Greenglass, an ato:
spy by his own confession, had been in prison for 9% years.
Morton Sobell was sentenced to 30 years in prison, convicted by
the testimony of a single witness, a known periurer. Sobell
was not charged with having transmitted any specific informatior
to the Soviet Unilon, but his trial wag linked with that of the
Rosenbergs, in the atmosphere of hysterical panic that marked
the beginning of the McCarthy campaign against "unAmerican
activities",

It is not within our knowledge to say whether Sobell was
innocent or guilty. But when eminent lawyers, educators, and
theologians join in asserting that Morton Sobell did not
receive a fair trial, our social conscience bids us to speak
for the cause of justice. Prominent law journals such as the
Columbia Law Review, the Yale Law Journal, and the Univergity
of Chicago Law Review agree that Sobell did not receive due
process. Concurring in this opinion we find "The Christian
Century", Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, and Nobel Prize scientist
Dr. Harold Urey.

Throughout his imprisonment Sobell has steadfastly
proclaimed his inncocence, Thirty years is a lifetime sentence
that his family share with him, During this time his mother and
wife have worked unceasingly to obtain his freedom, '

.Why should we be concerned about the freedom of this one
man? When our country becomes indifferent to the freedom of
one individual, the freedom of all is jeopardized. Every person
is precious in the Lord's sight and we are doing his will when
we defend the freedom and seek justice for our brother man.,

/ "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
. brethren, ye have done it unto me," i
. -PERRY S, MARTIN

Secdlar publications have also concerned themselves. The NATTON, Nov.
12, 1960, carried an article by New York Law School Professor William
Kunstler, calling for freedom for Sobell, The NEW REPUBLIC urged the
President to grant freedom to Sobell in an editorial on Dec.5, 1960,
and this was followed by an editorial in THE PROGRESSIVE in the January
1961 issue, also urging freedom,

Sobell Committee
940 Broadway
New York City
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- Committee M@ Secure Jastice F@ Morton Sobéll

- 940 BROADWAY [Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

Algonquin 4-9983

Rev, Kenneth Ripley Forbes
Waldo Frank

)'.

'_;‘ Mrs. Morton Sobell

g Mrs. Rose Sobell

} . Chairmen

‘{’1

v December-15, 1960
[ HONORARY SPONSORS

A (partial listing) Dear Friend:

" Rev. Gposs W. Alexander

= David Bndrews B

_ Tl S, Bse We have an urgent need for funds to carry on'-the

b Helen 1. Beardsley efforts which have trought us verv close to

? : Leo Bgrman Horton's freedom. ‘
: v : Hahhi Samuel Bemstein
e Harold A. Cramefield . .
i Lﬂﬁlhmiffm Please send us your Holidsy contribution of money
T Prof. Ketmit Ebs at this time. Only yeur help can make it possible

N Rev. Joha E. Evans for us to continue cur fight for justice, and the
SRAY Rabbi Morris Fishinan very life of a 1i Vrlng human belng.
»

e

S Rev. G. Shubert Fryve Our best wishes for a Happy ]"ﬁliday and a fine
5 Rev. Erwin A, Gaede New Year.
’ !" ! Baxwell Geismar
A i ‘ fiabli Robert E. Goldlburg
: Prof. Erw.n R. Goodenonugh
‘ Labbi Avery Grossficld :
: ; £
%’\ | Dr. A. Enstare laydon Faithf ully yours,
el Russeil Johnson = —) /
o Rev. John Paul Jones e /-7 A /i
Tt e A . A
P Rev. Joseph P King Z i £ f‘t e _;-/éﬁ ;:‘“ ,{ﬁ“ b-’-"#"l}’f{///
fo Dr. Pant L. Lehmazn Kose Sobell Mrs. Morton Sobell
e Dr. Milion Lester
e Daniel G. Mars=hall
oo Dr. Leo Mayer
I ‘ Milton Mayer
x;; qufzmwmm . P. S. Some confusion has arisen because of recent
:yﬂiﬁlﬂﬁzﬁf‘ stories sbout Dr. Nobert Soblen and his
. g Yy = K 2] - - . 5 -
~ Rev. Drs Jen Vindley Phelps brother, Jack Soble, NMorton is not related
. Prof. Date Pantins to them or in any way cornected with theilr
o Howard I8 Radest case.
I'enb. Anatal Rapapen
- Praf. O:car K. Rice
. Lord Bertram] Rnssell
o I'rof. Maleolm Sharp
':l : Dr. 1. i, Sharpe
T Sidpey Filverman, M.
. Rev, Yraneis S, Tncher
v :': Dr. 1aveld € Urey
ot }_ . Mys. Clara M. Vinceot
S ' Ralshi Jarob J. Weinstein
R Prof, Francis . Wormuth
- t.,_" Al —
fb
X ‘ -
& P a9 —
1Y
l;’: . i -.-‘-:.y‘},— ——— '*-—,_r- e e . - — -
g - uly -n - ""n A N R R e e oA eyt M e
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A National Appeal For Freedom

7]

Americans Gather
at White House To Pray

for Release 'of Morton Sobell

Rev. Richard H. Gatchel of Palo Alto, California
and Rev, G. Shubert Frye of Syracuse,
leading the White House prayer with M
mother of Morton Sobell, ‘and Mrs. Helen Sobell, his
wife, are two of the 1500 clergymen o

who have appealed to the President,

A three-day convening in Washington was sponsor- -
ed by eminent Americans including Dr. '
Niebuhr and Dr. John C, Bennett of the Union
ical Seminary; Roger Baldwin, Chairrnan of the Inter-
national League for the R_igtts of Man; Rabbi Maurice @

ther King, Jr., and "

Eisendrath; Rev. Mart’_in"]_,

Norman Thomas. LY

Please read why Americans are acti
. 4.
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{ different faiths
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“ was &

him.

BILAND

That is about as pitter as
Mrs. Sobell ever B€ 5.

T
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Tonight
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"Undoubtedly, the atmosphere {McCarthyism) has cleared

and one evidence is a re-examination of conscience.
year the Portiand Oregonian suggested in an editorial that

Last

some day the public conscience might be sufficiently stirred
to determine whether Morton Sobell, now serving a 30-year
sentence for conspiracy, was convicted of a crime or wheth-
er he was a victim of the emotionalism surrounding the
Rosenberg case. With the clearing atmosphere, there isa
growing realization that freedom is not something we peri-

odically pat ourselves on the back about.
act to be constantly renewed. "

Itis a creative

MARQUIS CHILDS, in his nationally syndicated column

L

"] join in protesting the continued imprisonment of Morton
Sobell... I have become wholly convinced from a rather
intensive study of the matter that this is another of those

triat met here today to plan
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Washington, Nov. 18 (AP)—
| People who insist that Morton
d Sobell Is Innocent of the spy

charges on which he was con-
victed or that he had an unfair
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ment of Morton Sobell on the ground that
the sentence was far too excessive for the

offense, dictated by the hysteria then sur-
rounding spy charges,"
ROGER BALDWIN, Chairman

International League for the Rights of Man
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"The more I studied, the more convinced
I became of the man's innocence., To me

no cry has had such merit to it as the cry
for justice for Morton Sobell. "

REVEREND PETER McCORMACK
Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz while
Morton Sobell was imprisoned there
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"This case demonstrates a peculiarly .

twisted idea of justice. Suppose Mr, Sob:.el-l‘ '

were'guilty as charged. What kind of jus-

tice is it that gives him 30 years sentence,
six years in Alcatraz, and still refuses to
consgider any kind of reduction?"

Morrisn THOMAS
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v] am astounded at how little ti’xere was
about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell
what he is even supposed to have done,”
DR, HAROLD C. UREY '
Nobel Prize scientist

"Morton Sobell is serving his 10th year in
prison, He has steadfastly proclaimed his
innocence throughout his imprisonment,
Many eminent Americans and other world
figures, including jurists, scientists,
clergymen have also expressed substantial
doubt as to his guilt. There does exist the
possibility of human error in matters of
judgment when that judgment has been sub-
jected to the political tensions of the day.
The California Democratic Council has
traditionally expressed concern for pos-
sible infringements upon justice and civil
liberty., The CDC calls upon the President
of the United States to review again the
facts in the Sobell case and take necessary
aciion to secure ultimate justice. ™
RESOLUTION passed by California
Democratic Council meeting attended
by 3,000 delegates
]
1
i
nConvinced of the innocence of Morton
- Sobell, now imprisoned for mdre than
eight years and condemned to 4 thirty year
pentence on charges which to many legal
authorities appear flimsy, to say the least,

. we the undersigned of independent political
* - yiews and in the interest of justice and

"~ humanity only, beg you to exercise your
Presidential prerogative of clemency and
return Morton Sobell to his family."

e e ettt

- information, we th

"A number of eminent American jurists
and clergymen have raised questions as to
whether Morton Sobell was guilty of the
crimes for which he was convicted and as
to whether, if guilty, he has not already
been sufficiently punished., The Central
Conference of American Rabbis, therefore,
respectfully urges the President of the
United States to review the case, to de-
termine whether there are sufficient
grounds either to recommend a new trial
or to exercise executive clemency.”

RESQLUTION of the 1960 Convention

of the Central Conference of American

Rabbis, Detroit, ‘Mich.

.
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"We agree with thé jury that Sobell --

who protests his irnocence -- was guilty

of espionage beyond a reasonable doubt.

But we think that ten years is ample sen- : .
tence for what Sobell actually did and that, .- . &
having served the ferm, he should nowbe . .. ' .5
released.. . In view of the fact that no W "‘_E
atomic espionage was even alleged against - .

- him, and that the sole witness teatified - -'-y

.merely to tnsuicejsful attempts to procure + . ° .77

that Sobell should . . -

now be released frpm prison." ) R
NATHAN GLAZER, SIDNEY HOOK
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. An Appeal by

“JAMES T. FARRELL

EMINENT AMERICAN AUTHOR

]

eeling that an innocent man is in
prison. I have the conviction that the
gelease of Morton Sobell can only

lo good, and not harm. Everything
I have so far learned about him sup-
ports my conviction and I think it
seems to me but mere minimum
justice now, to restore him to life
and to the kind and decent family
which loves him.

i

! 1 have the great fear and the sick
£

]
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In 1960, we must speak, and with
all urgency. We must cry out, we
must demand that no possible in-
stance of "man's inhumanity to man"
be tolerated, It is our duty and our
honor that we spare no effort for the
protection of the innocent, and that
in any case of injustice the quickest
possible action be taken to rectify
this most terrible of evils, Unless
justice and compassion and Walt
Whitman's love be as normal as our
daily life we are sunken far below
all of the general principles which
proclaim the freedom of man...

.It is for us to remember and to
preserve all of the noble work of
those who have gone, but who have
given of their brain, bome and mus-
cle, their blood, to the creation of
the dignity of man. It is for us to
defend and preserve and to extend

- that dignity, and when we ourselves
".are anonymous dust, to leave our

memory in future for those who will

- redeem the injustices of the centuries.

fLet us now begin to say and to .

hke real with all our power that
justice is a new-born idea, I ask for
and I clasp hands with you in calling
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Dear Friend:

As Morton Sobell's mothex“' and
wife, we ask with all our hearts that
you help us, j

Our family ordeal has lasted more
than 10 years, But our hopes are
high because of the mounting appeals
by thousands upon thousands of
Americans,

We have an unshakable faith that
if the public continues to speak out,
Morton's freedom will become a
reality. Your simple act of writing
a letter to our President will let him
know that the American people want
to see Morton freed.

Please write today to;
The President of
the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C,

We thank you for acting in the cause
of justice and humanity,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Rose Sobell

Mrs. Morton Sobell

3

Co-Chairmen o
Committee to Secure Justice *

for Morton Sobell _—
940 Broadway, New York 10, N. Y.
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STATEMENT i

BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIANS AND LAW PROFESSORS AFTER
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE

THE UNDERSIGNED are American citizens who believe that the sentence of Morton
Sobell should now be commuted. Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans-
mit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the
United States and was sentenced on April 5, 195] to serve thirty years in Federal Prison,

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion-
age in connection with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe-
cuted. Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic
espionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the
judge who sentenced Sobell,

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The undersigned are

and consistently have been convinced anti- Communists, None are associated with any

organization, committee or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the
Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with
Morton Sobell or any members of his family. After study of the case, we believe that
the following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell
is now serving,

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Rosenbergs were
convicted.

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one man, Max
Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something
which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenbe rg. No specific item of information sup-
posed to have been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified in the
record. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof. The
possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should be construed an fight
cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations,

3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair
trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrcounding the trial of the Rosenbergs and
the fact that Sobell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two cases
and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence intro-
duced to support them respectively,

4. Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison, six of
them in Alcatraz.

5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communism to our freedom and
way of life. Any attack on that freedom from without or within must be resisted, Never-
theless, one of the factors which makes that freedom 80 precious is its capacity to prac-
tice a disciplined and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases where )
emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits of a
specific case, We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our
national faith in that freedom,

REINHOLD NIEBUKR

Vice-President and Professor of
Ethica and Theology

Union Theological Seminary

New York City

EDMOND CAMN
PFrofessor of Law
New York University

L
DANIEL DAY WILLIAMS

Professar of Systematic Theology
Union Theological Seminary

JOHN €. BENNETY

Dean and Professer of Ethica
and Theology

Union Theological Seminary

JEROME NATHANSON

GERMARD O. W. MUELLER FAUL RAMSEY
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