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Bulky Exhibit - Inventary of Property Acquired os Evidence -
Eo.i52 (Hew, |2-5.58) Da: 9/1) /509
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OO Check, when submitting semiannual inventory, if no previous correspondence with Bweau,
Bullle Field Division
100~387835 NEW YORK

Titie ond Character of Caae

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE
JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG CASE

IS - C

Dats Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired

SEE BELOW SEE INDIVIDUAL 1B'S

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit fimason for Retention of Properly and Elforte Made to Dispose of Sgme
VAULT EVIDENCE & INFORMATICGN « RETAIN

Description of Propert x=h —_— -, .
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[ Check, when aubmitting semiannual inventory, if no previous correspondence with [weau.
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NATIONAL COMMITIEE TO SECURE
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Source From Which Property Acquired

Date Property Acqulired
SEE BELOW SEE INDIVIDUAL 1B'S
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Bulky Exhibit « Inventory of Proper: ((.;il"d os Evidence N )
: Date __\ 1;/‘-‘:460

I'D-192 (Rev. 12.5-58)
<

1 . . . . ;
) Cheek, when submitting semiannual inventory, if no previous correspondencs it Bweau.

Teatiin Field Division New York

100-387835

% 1ie ond Charoctet of Case
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T JUSTICE IN HE ROSENEERG CASE
L 1S-C
i
b Date Property Acquired Source From Which Proparty Acquired
: Sees Below See Individual 1PE's
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FD-192 (Hev. 12-5-58)

1 ) Check, when submitting semiannual inventory, if no previous correspondence with Bureow.
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JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG CASE

Buiile
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SER BELOW . SFE INDIVIDUAL 1B'S
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VAULT EVIDENCE & INFORMATION-RETAIN

Description of Property or Exhibil and Ildentity of Agent Submilling Same
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" 1,6t - Inventory of Proper “Suired os Evidence .
:ﬁ- h..r. .—h.' ; -l_-.:‘.‘l ree (S" ’ " Date -z {51/6/60 .
~

;3 Chech, uhen submitting scmiannual inventory, if no previous cotrespondence with Bureau.
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Scurce From Which Property Acquired

31X BELOW SEE INDIVIDUAL 1B!'S
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if no previous correspondence with Bureon.

Tultle

100-387835

Field Division

NEW YORK

Title and Characier of Case
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N KATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE
E JUSTICE IN THE ROSENEERG CASE

IS - C

Date Proparty Acquired

See below

Source From Which Property Acquired

See individual 1B's

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibiy
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Regson for Retention of Property
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and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same

Evidence & information - Retain
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- See below
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Bulky Exhibit - Invantary of Prope%qulnd aos Evidence F\ 10/6/60 - T
FD-192 (Rev. 13-5-58) Date -

T3 CAeck, whea submitting semiannual inventory, if no prev.ious correspondence with Bureau, ’ -
Bulile Field Diviaion 7 '
100-387835 NEX YORK C: .
Titie oand Character of Caae ‘ L ..
NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG CASE - ' R
IS-C .
Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired = ‘
SEE BELOW+ SEE INDIVIDUAL 1B'S : -
Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Rttul?llon of Property and Efforis Made to Diapose of Same
VAULT EVIDENCE & INFORMATION~RETAIN
Description of Proparly or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Sarrg BELOW ) ‘
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Title and Chu.mcmr ol Caze B o R -_
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Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acguired
SEE BELOW SEE INDIVIDUAL 1B!S '
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[ Check, when submitting semiannnal inventory, if no previous correspondence with Bureas.
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the sixth Assembly of

- Jabeisk

\ .

the Student YMCA-YWCA

jddue o} f/z.e 'monf/z

. . z
second report issue

Thie case of [Morfon Sobell

At the Assembly, both Dr. Paul Lebmann and Dr. Gardner Murphy catied sttention te the Monon Sebell trial and
sentence. Student Christian Associstions ghould study the record of this case. Wherever 5 possible sarious mal
famrance of justice in any sodisty sxisty, that socisty cannot go long without examing ity behavior and paacrica,

The following statemant has besn made by » grovp of distinguished titizens. We commend it to the stiention

of wvery Chrittian Assotistion,

THE UNDERSIGNED are American citizens who believe
that the sentence of Morton Sobell should now be com-
muted. Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to
transmit to the Soviet Union wrilings and information re-
lating 1o the national defense of the United States and
was sentenced on April 1, 1951 1o serve thirty years in
Federal Prison.

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethe! Rosen-
berg. who were convicied of espionage in connection with
the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and
later executed. Sobell, however, was never implicated in
any way with involvement in the atomic espionage for
which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was con-
firmed by the judge who sentenced Sobell.

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg
conviction. The undersigned are and consistently have
been convinced anti-Communists. None are associated
with any organization, commitiee or group of any kind

the very difierent character of the two charges and the
evidence introduced to support them respectively.

4. Sobell has already served. with good conduct,
nearly eight years in prison, six of them in Alcatraz.

5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of
communism 10 our freedom and way of life. Any attack
on that freedom from without or within must be resisted.
Nevertheless, one of the factors which makes that free-
dom so precious is its capacity to practice a disciplined
and humane administration of justice precisely in those
cases where emotions are aroused which make it difficult
to remain objective about the merits of a specific case. We
believe 8 commutation of the Sobell sentence would dem-
onstrate our national {aith in that freedom.

REINHOLD NIEEUHR

Vice-Prasident and Professor of
Ethics and Theology

Union Theslogical Seminary

EDMOND CAHN
Profersor of Law
New York University

concerned either with the case of the Rosenbergs or that  wew Yerk city DANIEL DAY WILLIAMS
of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any ;"j’""" of Systematic Theology
- . . nion Theological Seaminary
way with Morton Sobell or any members of his family.  JOHN C. BENNETY pAUL by
After study of the case, we believe that the foliowing con- Dann and Professor of Ethic RAMS o
- and Thaslogy Professor of Religion

siderations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sen-
tence Sobell is now serving.

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage
for which the Rosenbergs were convicted.

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by
the testimony of one man, Max Elitcher, were that he had
solicited information, and had on one occasion taken
someihing which looked like a can of film 10 Julius
Rosenberg. No specific item of information supposed 1o
have been secured by bim or transmitied by him to any-
one else is specified in the record. The case against him,
therefore, is vague in contenl and slender in proof. The
possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family
took should be construed as fiight cannot be ignored,
though it is subject to various interpretations.

3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made
sufficient eflorts to provide a fair trial, we ought to recog-
nize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosen-
bergs and the fact that Sobell’s case was tried with theirs
made it difficult to separate the two cases and 1o recognize

Union Theological Seminary Princeton Universy

JEROME NATHANSON
GERHARD O. W, MUELLER Administrative Leader
Associate Professor of Law New York Society for
New York University Erhica! Cubture

(Titles are for identification only)

WHAT YOU CAN DO . ..

1. Malcolm T. Sharp’s book Was Justice Done? {The Monthly
Review Press, $3.50) is a very good point of departure. He is a
law professor at the University of Chicage. The foreword is by
Dr. Harold Urey.

2. A threec page statement by Dr. Paul Lehmann is available
upon request. This is an enlargement of the remarks he made at
the Assembly on the Sobell case.

3. Other sources: Oliver Pilat, Arom Spies; John Wexley,
tudgement of Julius and Ethel Rasenberg; William Reuben The
Atom Spy Hoax. Also refer 10 U. of Chicago Law Review, Spring
1957, Vol. 24, No. 3, p. 588; Yale Law Journal, Jan. 1958, Vol.
67, No. 3, p. 528, Wayne Law Review, Winler 1956, Vol. 3, No.
1, p. BS.

E. Fortn a group of faculty and studems 1o talk this through,
seeking to bring the intelligence, information and convictions of
the group to bear on this concrete issue of justice.

reprinted as a public service by

The Commuttee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeli -
Q32 Broadwav, N. Y. C.
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NOTE: The foliowing tommente on the Moriorn Sobell case by Dr. Paul Lehmann of the Harvard Divinty
School are being sent by the Intercollerian, student YMCA-YWCA publication, in response to reqguesis

ior more informeation about! the trial and imprisonment of Mr,

MORTON SOEELL:

Sobell.

SYMEBEOL OF TEE

CBRISTjAN'S CONCEPRN FOR JUESTICE

The Christian's conctern for justice is a
bagic response to what the God revealed to us in
Jesus Christ and described in the Bible ie doing
in the world. Images get to the beart of the mat-
ter more quickly thar do concepts, and & careful
reading of the Bible will disclose thai the charac-
teristic images ir. terms of which the Bible de-
ecribes what God is doing in the world are politi-
cal images. They are political images in the
fundamenta) sense of the word "political"; for

politics hes to de with what it takes 1o make and

to keep humarn life buman. The God of the Bible
is thus at work in the world "to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant” (Jeremiah
1:10); "he has gathered the proud in the imagina-
tion of their hearts, he has putl dowsn the mighty
from their thrones, and exalted those of low de-
gree’ {Luke 1:5]1-52); he chooses **what is low
and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing thingr that are, so that
no buman being might boast in the presence of
God" {1 Corinthians 1:26-29). In this context,
Justice is the setting right of what is pot right in
the world, the breaking down of every barrier to
the fulfiliment of buman wholeness and the mak-
ing room for what is genuinely human in the re-
lations of men in their dealings with themselves
and with one another.

Morton Sobell was convicted and sentenced
to prison in the wake of the trial, convictions
and sentencing of Julius and Ethe] Rosenberg
{1951-53). His case has been called "the out-
standing example of the serious lasting effects of
the spy scare". The precepts and processes of
justice are the right and proper inetruments
through which human societies order the common
life, and endeavor both to protect and to further
man's humanity as against his inhumanity to man.
But in the actual exercise of justice, human
societies not infrequently subordinate the claime
of justice to the interests of power, and from
time to time in the course of human affairs the
desiructive impulses and capacities of men, their
hatreds and their fears, become compounded with

_irrational, deep and widespread insecurity, so

thar the very procedures and structures of jus-
tice become the instruments of the miscarriage
of justice. I say "‘miscarrizge" not because al}
legal processes have not been duly exercised
and the judgment of wise and learned jurists
asked. But a "miscarriage of justice” arises
because the rules of legal evidence and the more
delicate, difficult and fundamental hurnan evi-
dence are at variance, if not in conflict, the cne
with the other. The maxim "beyond reasonable
doubdt', designed to keep a healthy tension be-
tween the legal and the hurnan evidence when the
question of justice or injustice is up, proves
under conditions of public bysteria to be a slen-
der rced upon which a society can rest its con-
science and its peace. N

All this ynay be granted by non-Christians
ae well as by Christians. Indeed, non-Chris-
tians have often been more sensitive to the
cleavage between legal and buman evidence in
matters of justice than Christians have been.
Nevertheless, the authentic response of Chris-
tian faith to what God is doing in the world is
nowhere more evident than in the persistent and
restless sensitivity to miscarriages of justice
which cannot come to peace with itself until law
has once again been restored to its authentic
function as an instrument for the bumanization
of man in his relatedness to man.

Morton Sobell was sentenced to prison for
a thirty-year term in 195}, First in Leaven-
worth and then in Alcatraz, syrnbole of Ameri-
can punitive power at its wors!, Sobell has been
serving his sentence amidst rising doubts in the
body poliitic of the United States about the evi-
dence upon which he was actually convicied and
remanded to prison. It is these rising doubts

-

which lif: the Sobell case Bbove the level of the
processcs whereby injustice can be legally re-
dressed, and transfer it 1o & level of eymbolic
significance of the sanity, stability and integrity
of the cormnmorn life in the United States. It is

thie symbolic significance whick sharply juxta-
poses the power of the state ané the hurnan sig-
nificance of an individual citizen. It is thue sym-
bolic significance which sharply poses the cues-
ticn whether any society can safely allow a serioue

malieasance of justice 1o continue without redress. ”

It is this symbolic significence which sLarply
poses the question whether Morion Sobell has not
in the last anzlysis been caught up by forces which
are so vastly more powerful and ominous than he
or his deeds or misdeeds could possibly be, so
that the humanistic foundations of justice in a
society which hae imprisoned him are at stake.

In a time of conformity, when non-conform-
ity is a risk, students and their campuses do not
need - above all things - the antidote of causes.
What they need above all things is to remember
that hurnan creativity hae always been high wher
men kave kept sensitive to what was immediately
around them and out of jeint. Whether one come
to the conclusion that the Sobell case should be
reviewed or not, that Morton Sobell should be
pardoned by executive clemency or not, a serious
study and discussion of the issues and the gigni-
ficance of Morton Sobell's ordeal may well serve
45 an unforpettable undergraduate experience in
what it takes to be and to stay a human being in
this kind of world.

Whether or not Sobell is a Christian, 1do
oot know, It does not matter, Christ died - not
for Christians only = but for the unpodly, that is,
for all men, Christians included. As God in
Christ makes no conditions for forgiving men
their sins and including them in fellowship with
Him, so Christians make no conditions for their
obedient concern for all sorts and conditions of
men. The Christian doctrines of the Incarnation
and Atonement mean nothing 80 much as that God
who is revealed in Christ is active and at work
on the frontiers of man's humanity to man.
Student YM and YWCA's have lost their real ex-
cuge for being unless they are steadily responsive
to what God is doing on that frontier. Thus it
comes about that Morton Sobell is the nexi-door
neighbor of every campus YM and YWCA, who
confronts themn out of a great esilence with the
question of the integrity of their obedience to
what God is doing in the world.

The basic factual materials for a discussion
of the issues and significance of the Sobell case
are of course the trial record itself, This can
be obtained from the Committee to Secure Jus-
tice for Morton Sobell at 940 Broadway, New
York 10, New York. But this record is long and
tedious and perhaps not the most rewarding way
to begin to understand the case. For this purpose
the book by Professor Malcolm T. Sharp, of the
Faculty of Law at the University of Chicagoe, en-
titled Was Justice Done?, New York, 1956, The
Moninly Review Press, i6 the best point of de-
parture. ] could imagine groups of faculty and
students under the Jeadership of the campus YM
and YWCA spending a series of evenings in fruit-
ful discussion of Prolessor Sharp's book, and
going on {rom there as the discussion pointed the
way. In some such way as this, intelligence, in-
formation, and conviction could be brought to
bear upon one concrete issue of justice in our
Present society, and sorne glimpse be gained of
what it means to live pot in conformity, but in the
ireedom of a transforming faith.

Paul Lehmann
Harvard Divinity Schoo}
Marech, 1959
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There is a Third Side .
to the

Rosenberg-Sobell Case {

IRWIN EDELMAN
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“I enjoyed :far more than these words will conrey the manuseript. . , , ) -
You have done & fremendous service to the i '
cause of human justice in preparing this malerial. iv .
¥ I am oppalied t:l the implications. .. * i

Stephen HaFritchman, Minister of the First Cnitarian Chureh
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Tha following tetter sppeared in the current (June)

Ldgene of Lisksaion;

Jung, the manth of the exceution of Julivs awd EKthel
Hoaunbery, suotug o we g purticuludly suitully vecusion fos
worqueat bor belp i au efore that baug bad oy concentrated
attention for eluse tu eix yeurs.

b need avevctarial wad aditoriul assiatunes fur putting into
shiupe & bouk-leugth munuseript it gives extremely -
portaut, nevee disclosd fucta ubout the Roscubwerg-Subell
vuac—fucta that con eip thist “closed” cuso widy opon, My
Bonalinte necd 13 for o typist 1o 1ype up revised copics of
the lanuscript sud ab editor o give it u eritical book, the
work o be paid for whien the book ia published oe oyelice if
I can minuugo de—thiat g, if 1 con gou tho funuls,

The wabuaceipt s weutatively tithd Phe Suppressed Pucty
(i the Boscnbery Case wud Bt conters on the defensu-spousared
aculing of u copy ol u beeret thatl yecording o scicatista i
tover aadsted wnd accoeding 1o the prosceution had long
becu given uway to the Nussions. Tho giat of what the fucts
cunvuy ds thut the wvenwad foes of the Roscuborgs wers eu-
gagad inow horriblo wiscarviuge of Justice whils theie avowad
Freicnds wepe enguged o the concenbinens of inforative that
eoild husve changed ths climute of opinion o the cusmi—and
still can.

How du T come by such fuctsd

L wiu vne of 1he “intenders und interlopers”—the guats ia
Judgo Kavfian's—why, uver the pesistunce of “the Bosen-
berg defunse attorney wud defense comittee, forced their
way into the viss with wetion that came within o loirs
Lrcudih of snatehivg tho Hosenlergs from death. My intrue
sl began o Novendber 10538 when | publishal o putaphilet
eriticizing the conduct of the defeuse, aud it climaxel ui
the 1Tth of June W03, wivn a petition in iy wige s “nest
friveal of tha Hoscubergs ubtaitn] from Suprens Conrt
Justico Duoglug that worbd-aticeing lust-minuts gty of the
exocution,

Theoe wurll colebritica~—Albert Binstein, Lion Feuchi-
witut wid Lowls Mumford—hisd voeud varly deafio of the
satweript aond gave i bigh praiae in their fetters of come
want, Eumtein theught it Yexeellent” und suid that it had
vancitieed bine that “from s viewpoint of rastoring sutiily
toour politival chiuie, o st Bot let this cusg rost.”

Not least wmeny the inglicutivns is the fute of the ce-
defendunt in the Hosenberg teial=—Alorton Bobull, the young

@ o e e———

suicntist who is serving & 80-your senteuce ou the Hinsiot
ovidence sud the westhinony of i self-confessed pecjurer who
bhud vy uxu to grind. My nunuseript deals with the Sobell
ciae uud s higlnly critical of the eiforts of the Sobull defuense
conuittee—iuuny if ot st of whose leaders were leading
in the Rusenberg “defense  The defunse efforts nunle wn
Subells belwlf in the pust five years have ccuterad on u
legulis that left the public us cold s the courts-—the jasie
of whether the Uoveruient used proper ur iumproper wvahg
fur effecting his arrost. Since Sobell wan trivd jointly widl
tho Husenbergs fur oue und the suuw conspiracy, an ¢Veciive
wituck upon the foundation of the cusv sgoinst the Resey-
berga is bound to anderwine the case aguinst Subell,

The Sohbell Defense

My criticul view of the Sebell committee’s eflurte is
shared by a competent lawyer—Fyke Furner, the Nasli-
villo attorncy who almest saved the Roscabergs,

Mr, Farnter's iuterest in the cuso was arvused hy wy
pamplilet criticizing Emsnuel H, Bloch’s condust of
the Ruscnberg defeuse. Uiy examination of the recornd
discloeed bmportant ervors 1 had had no canception of,
errors which it required u legally 1ruined mind o per-
ceive. In February 1953, he submitted his lindings 10
Blocly und 1o the committee heads, und in the months
which fullowed he mude every reusonable effurt to got
them o bring the ervors 1o the stention of the courts.
Five duys before the schieduled exceution, all such of.
forte having failed, he filed the petition in my nuine «s
*next friend” of the Rusenberys,

It wus wix months before the Rosenberg execution
that My, Furmer had sent e from New York u keenly
ohizervant and prophetic leiter whose contents I mude
public in Febicaary 1953 but which merits quoting sgain
fur the siguificance it still has;

<o o A funny thing, suid Mr. Farmer, gbout all these
people thut huve buen conuseted with the cuse is 1lat
they soent not to want wny vubide conunent or help.

1 wont tu the offive of the l{uwuberg comanittes when [
firel cawe horo, AMra, [Helea] Sobull met me—guve e
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litciaturg wnd bl s o copy of the record. Lt
whiie b legan to wabo suggestivus in the form of queas
ton -, | ssuncd thiut she wus not interosted,

Bloch secenved o wheu b was busy pvpuring for
o Learing on his motion for habeus corpus. Hut, [ wuy
vidor thy dinprcosion thag be felt thut by Kuew uli vhout
tha cust und that wulaly clas could tumaility kuuw uny-
thing.

Lam convineed thet a terribile tuiustive hus been dong
the Ruecubergs, . . 1 win atil) thivking ubout whyt cuy
b doue, bF unything ia pussible, it wili buve 1w tw duing
vulaide of und independent of 1he Husenbery Culinitteg,
Hlwel gied v Nationul Guurdian,

After the excewtion, the news of M. Furwee's aluwost
sucecoafuld elluris secing to huve reached Morton Sobel]
awd prupted hin to prees for Mr. Furmer's eniry into
tho case wn his bebalf. Under date of April 6, 1951,
Me. Farier reccived an wvitulion;

<o D want 16 ansure you, elen Soball wrote b, 1
huve the highest sespect for 1he vreative msuner jn which
You approached the cuae aund | unly hops thut you will
give us thy beuctiv of your thinking uguin. 1 uesire you
Wo will bo wwory recoptive tan we Lavy been in thy puat.
Thio Lrutal fuct eeunins thag wy husband is sl jn
Aloatiug, still sentonead tr 40 years in prison, wind |

sl lind sume way 1o bring hive home ugaing 1wl
your Lelp.

Two wontha luter, Dayid Alman, the nativaal exee.
wtive ecorctary of the coniltee, came 1o Nushville to
discuss 1his cuse with Mr, Furmer. He left with the
understunding that Farier would give it thought wl
Jet i hagw, :

c Contidentially o you, avimer weote 1o me, |
ath Cotaidering gotting iy the e, Flers will hiyve i
b autio comditiong, ane being thot T und not 1he Cow-
mittes would control the litigativa, T wonkd buve 1o huve
suthorication from Solell biself, 1 think [ would
Bt o talking widl Sudwel, wlihough Ahnan told e
withy 1y wils was Beritted 1o sce hine. He syid Sobwe])
Was u bit dissatislied with his bresent wttorney, {1 wag
Wy wderstanding that Sobll wutlled e o ropresent
hien, T dipine thiv vanw through hiy wifu,

-

« + + Binca Sobell duoen't have & scutonce of death
o bunging over him, I would litigats in the usual way nll
the guestiony ruised in thy potition [ fild ia your ca-
pucity us intervenoy, This meuns thut Bluel’y orror in
seuling the vabibity und Ureenglosy’ testimoeny will Lo
¢ ol of the pints. | ,

i I will bo glud w Joary, what you think of the matter,

My prompt reply was that “1 cyn sco nothing wronyg
with the idea of your entcring the case alony the ling
you vutlined. To the extent thut it hus pussibilities of
liberwting Sobell und vindicating the Roscabergs it
surely has my blessings,” By nuthing came of it. The
nightmare theught must have occurred 1o those in
chargo thut if Sobell got hi Sfreedom in the manner jn.
dicated, it would show that the Rosenbergs could have
boen suved in the sume way. A letter from Aliuan the
fullowing weck informed Mr. Farmer that “we ure une
certain of what efficicucy court setions may huve at
this time,” and that “in view of your reservations, we
hesitute to uok You to give your encrgics now towards
the cuntinuance of Yegal woves of such Uucertain
nuture,”

I3

In the five yeurs gone by since, the Sobell commitice
has done precious livde 1o bring the essential facts of
the Rosenberg-Sobell ease before the courts and the
people. In the legal sphicre, as nuted in the LiueraTioNn
letter, is uctivitics bave centered on g tepid side-issue of
whethicr Sobell's arrest wus or wus not anade acoording
to Moyle; while in the sphiere of public relutions i
activitics have been of a kind tha brought it into con.
tact with a mininsum of people and a maximum of cash,
the devices miust used being wmall howse partics and
exclusive dinncra-in-lisnor, There wus 4 dinner in honoy
of Professor Malcolu Sharp at $100 4 plate, ouo in
honor of Senator Willinus Lunger ae §log o plate, oue

in honor of atteraey Dun Marshall u $30 u plae, and

others of the hind, Each of the divners must have heen
followed by stinwlating ufter-dinner rpecches that .
nificently stimulated the digestion of the reasts wnd
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pastry conswned by the weulthy contibutors. Aud guch
of thie sprevlies must bove etivdutcd sweetly nuelaus
cholic sighe fur the prisoncr in Alcatrue.

Such was the §-yeue etrugslo the conunitice wubul
fur the liberation of Moton Subell.

Why the “Clesed” Cise i3 Not Closed

With theic graves unmarked, their childeen living
under an wsesied vatie wud the public cunscience un-
teuched, the cuse of the Koscubergs would seem to e
hopelessly closcd and best lurgotten. But there is vae
goud reason why it miust be vpened and oue sure way
in which it can be vpoued,

The cuse must bo opencd becuuse in the way it is
cluscd it de reopotmible for dangerows confusion in mik
Livns of wiuds, poisonous conlusion of the hind ghat
could erupt with voleanic force in 4 time of sucial
tasoiun, The case can b opencd—quickly  wnd el
fectively—hy Lifving 1he lid un the oxtcewnely important
fucto thal have beea suppicssed by the avowed foes of
the Hoecubergs and their ooteasible friemds.

The word estenaible is lere uscd very deliberutely,
It delines o key {eature of the cose that sharply dif.
frrcutiates it from wwst otlicr mdscarrisges of justice,
a [eature thot eaxplaive whet many have found hard to
wadcratand—why it b that the case has rewmained
cluacd for six lung yoars notwithatunding the fuct that
it ia i of the worst-cdosod cases in bidstury, “Fhe oy
W the puzze Jics in the vuprety Gact thut du ull vhia
time the “friewds” and the (ues Lave boen shadasws
boxing in a way which concealud the most coscutiol side
ol the case Trom view.

Tha dssuen in 4 contested cave cun gonerully be de.
cided h)‘ " lu:ul'iug of two sides. Hub the "uuuhcq{-
Sebeld vase baa o thicd side that is indispensuble fur an
underetanding of what happened and why—the side of
intrudurs whe, with no ressurces othice thau truth end
justive on thair side, fought and aluivst won « twe-frout
war agaitat the Goyerament and the “lricods."
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There is cleurly niore to this case than has been in.
dicuted by the B-yeur-Jong diulogue botween thie*Tricads™
sud the foes. Within ihe confines of 1his brochuce it
is impuoesible even to ligt the vital fucts suppressed;
impussible to do wore than mention that Bloeh’s man.
ner of entry inte theé Rosenberg case hos aspects that
are us questionable as his conduet of the case; mpoe-
sible to do more than point 10 the long, total silencs
of the uulmqut.ully moat vocal defendery, to tho ins
eredible fuct that the Daily Worker, the Jewish Morning
Freiheit, the west coael People's World, the weekly
Nutional Guardien, and o number of other likcanind.ol
publicutions never repurtad the arrest of the Rasenberyes
il Subell, never suentioned the pre-irial developments,
and did not publish a single word about the cuse
ducing the cutire 23-day period that the trial lasted,

The third side of the Rosenberg-Sobell euse urgently
needs telling, It has been and is my intention to do so.
But to do it effectively and 1o do it in time, I necd sic.
returial, editorial, finuncial and moral assistunce. Tha
Job I ans trying to do should be everybody's business,

Thase in uny way.uble ta help, please write 103

' IRWIN EDELMAN .
G, ¥ O, Box 463 New York 3, N. Y,
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Excorpts from RULIS of the ULNITED ETATES
BOARD of PARCLE » affective Jarn, I, 1818,

GEORSE J, REED, Cwajauan

REEE S T e D T ——

e Y W . - e R e
I ey e e

| ‘ |

Eva BOWRING
Iy [, MEwEY
BILLtA F, HOW_AND, JN. JAMES €. NEAG.ES, Srarr Dirrevon

EOWARD g, DONDYAR !

UNITED BTATES BLPARTREXT OF JLETICE
WilLtaw P, BROCERE, ATTeomty GExtual

UNITED ESATCE BLARD OF PAROLE
Orricee: HOLC Bubs, FIRPY anp frs, W¥
Sasniwsron 28, B.C.

LEWIE g, SROUT, Cusatnuan, Youtn Conatttion Division
GIRALL E, MURZH

wILLIAW K, MoDERMETY, Panort Lxecurive
- CLAUDE 6. mOCK, Je., YouTm Divisien Extevrivg

Pesdsovairsan

PRISONERS ELIGIDLE FOR PAROLE -

“A FUORNAL oRISCNIN, €T1uER Y¥wah & JUYENILE DLLIMGUENT OB & COMMNITTLD YOUTN OFFERDER, WNEAIVER
CONPINEE AND SEOYINE & SLEIMITL TEAM OF TIEkms @F CVER Okl MUNBRED AxE S 1ANYY PAYS, WWOSE BRECCRD
SmoUS THIT KWE WAl CHBERYIL ThE RULED @F THE FNSTITUTION IR BrjCH K 15 CONPImLE, Miy BL BELEABES
@R PAROLL ATTER SLRv nd DRE-THMIRD OF SyUCW TLRM OR 7!!8. SN AFYLA BIZVING FIFTELR YEAT) oF & L\PR

BEnYLRCE ©R
L A,

JULY BV,

CF A BENTENCE oF @VIR rourv.p:vl YLANS. (18 U.5.Codt 4151 as aminpeo av Puniic Law

"" ' L LN ] - l"a[ .l

AUTHOR 1YY OF THE BOARD

Tel URITED STYAYES Boale oF PAROLE WA FIVE WAJOR PORCRE &8 OLPingd oV SVatyte. Teist adf tat
AUTHORITY TO1

AT INSTITUTIONS:

MOV AR MIARINES BY A MEMBPER ©F ¥NE DOARD OR OV AN EX4SINEN PESISRATID 8Y Twi BoaRp wiLy o8
SCHEDVLED POR Calh FELOERAL INSTITUTION. oee (PAGE 7)

1} GNANT PARDLE AT 173 DISCRETION,

2] PAISCRIBE TEAMS AND COWDITIONS TO GOVERN THE
PAISONER WHILE ON PARDLE OR WMANDATORY RELEASE,

8} ISSUE WARRANTS FOR YHI RETAKING OF PANDLE AND
MANCATORY RELEASE VIOLATOAS,

4) REVOE PARSLE DR MANDATORY RELEASE AND TO
MODIFY TME CONDITIONE OF SUPERYIBION,

B) REPARDLE AND YO RE.RELEASE ON MAXDATORY
RELEASE, : .

HEARINGS

)

OTHER INTERESTED PERSONY,

ATTONNEYS, ATLATIVES AND OTWER IRYCARCOTES PERSONT DLSIRINS YO TUANIY WEMORARDA 6N LETTINS
ERTINERY YO ANY CASE SHOVLE FORUARD THIM Yo Thi BOARD'S MWLADGUARTCAR, IF SvCk PERIONE DISIRS
I PEREQN FOR LWTERYILS WiTH A MIWILR ©F YNL BCARD, THEY MAY BC 80 AY WiacQuaARTIAS
SY ACRLISING A AEGUEST Fok APPOINTHENY TO THl PamRpLl l:lcytlvt. UnivLe STATES Boanp oF PARBLE,
Warw weton, £.C, oes (PAGE »)

o A*PLAR

s -

GENERAL POLICY FOLLOWED IN GRANTING PARDLE

THt KRANT OF SARBLE RCOTS IN TAL SIPCRCTION BF Tuf UNITLS STaTis Boame oF PanoLE. in SCWEEEL

IT 18 eranvlLD,

WHEN, M THE JUODGWMENT oF THE BoARD, & SRIE0RER OTWERWISL €y 1818, WiLL A¥DLP FUR.

YRER WIOLATION OF LAF ANC WwrIN Tl FACTORE WNiCW WILL APFECY mIM AwD NI PUPENEINTE LPCN RELUASE,
ASPURE ADTQUATE PUSLIC FICURITY, THESE FACTORS VARY I €vERY CASE, TNL Boamg CvaLuaves facm Call
C- TN MERIYD AND ACTE A% 178 JUDSHMENT (RMDICATES T0 CRAKY OR TO OftxY RELEASTS on PAROLE. ThE

80 or wWELCCWES
4 T PETIRMINATION,

(NFORuATION OF A WATERIAL CHARACYEIN PRMICx MAY BL OF ABTISTANCE K ARRIVING AT &

ALL MATTEND PENTAINING To ANY APPLICATION OR APPLICAKT BrOULE BE SUBMITTED N

o EIN END FILED WITH, OR MASLED TG, THE UmiTEE States Boanp or Pamoct, ¥asninston, D, c.... (PAGE 10)

.

X XA T XN R EEY]

CONFIDENTIALITY OF PAROLE RECORDS

To THL EnD THAT TwE CBJECTI(VED AND PROCEDUNES oFf PRO7FEISICNALITED S ARGLE wav st APYARCED AND,
UOREL SFECLFICALLY, SO THAT THE CWAMNELS OF (NFORMATION WITAL YO PCUNY PAROLE ACYIGNS MAY B KCPTY
CPEN AND TRAY CPPENCERY RELLASED ON PAROLE MAY BT #POTLCYID ASAINST PUBLICITY BELEYERIOUS TO TuCIR

ADJUETHIRY,

8y THE Boand:

+

TRE BoARD wiLL BIT EW EANMC TN GCNTRAL SESSION ONCE CACH OUARTER AT Tl CALL oF Twl Cuailkwin To
CISCUSY ARD BETYLE GUNLRAL QUESTICNS ©F POLICY, PACCLOU®E, LEGAL MATTERS, AND YO ARZANGE A BCHIE-
IRITITUTIORAL HEARIWES, oo RIGULANLY SCRIOQ ED BUARTERLY VILTIAGY Swall SE NMELD PN TWE
FOyuRTh WELORLAGAY ©F Foamukay, MAY, AcudT, awd Movixdit AY 10:00 a.M. <o+ (PAGE 22)

PuLC oF

1

1)

N

THL FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES RELAT NG TO THI COMFIDONTIALITY OF PAMGQLE RECCALE ARE FOLLO®LD

THE DATES ©F SENTEWCE AWD Comu!THENRT, PAROLE CLISIDILITYY DATE, wmaANDATORY RE.
LEASE BATE, ON YCRWIMATION OF SUMTERCE wigl O NEVEALED [k IADIVIDUAL CATLS
YRDLE PR R i AQUIRY BY ANY PARTY I[N INTLREDTY,

WuETHZR AN THNATE 08 BETNS CONSIDIRED FOR PAROLE, MAS BLEN GRARTID R BENIEL PARSLE,
AuD, IF GPANTED PARDLE, TR EFPECTIVE SAYL SEY oY NI PAAOLE BCARD MAY BT RIvEMLED
BY TN BUARD AT T8 PIVCRETIER WHERE PUBLIC 'NTENEST 1% ODLEMED T¢ AEQUINE 1T,

Wu@, 1P ANYORE, MAF SuUPPORTED AR APPLICATION FOR PANDLE wAY SL RUYLALED AT TNE
ECarD’'s CISCRITION ONLY (M ThE wCHT €XCEPYIONAL CURIUMITANGL, ®iTH THE CXPTLDD
APPAOYAL OF SUCK PENSCN{E), ANE APYER 4 DECIBICN VO GRARY pARpLE wAN BEEK CunZibnED,
CTrER MATTERS CENTAIRED I PARSLE RECCADS WLBT BE NELD ENTIREILY COAFPIPENTI/Lsee
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A Wrong to be Righted?

“Whenever the public participates sctively in righting a wrong it strengthens the eourts and
all our instifutions. 1 believe that this happening in the Sobell case loday."—John F. Finerty,
attorney and counsel in the Sacco-Vanzeiti and Mooney-Billings eases,

Auvgust 16 is a bitter annjer-
€ary for Mrs. Helen Sobell, who
is now on & speaking tour of
California. It marks the begin-
ning of the tenth year of her
busband’s imprisonment for a
erime she says he could not pos-
_gibly have committed.

She is a gentle little woman,
sof{-spoken, persistent and to-
12lly dedicated to securing the
+velease of Morton Sobell who
was sentenced to 30 years in
prison on the charge of conspir-
aty 1o commit espionage.

“The only reason our family
has been able to survive for
these nine long vears is because

-0f Morion’s innocence and our
.belief that he will be freed and
“windicated when the facts be-
come known,"” she said, herdark
brown eves glowing with a faith
ghared by her two children.

Her 10-vear-old son, Marco
barely knows his father except
through prison visits. Her 19-
wear-gld daughter, S:dney, who
is completing & course in social

gc. worked as & wailress this
summer.

Their spirits have been bouy-
ed up by the fact that in recent
vears thousends of people——
many of them notable ministers,
1av.w'ers and scientxsts———hawe
pudlicly expressed their belief
tlat the Sobell conviction was

MRS. HELEN SOBELL @gisplaved clippings questiening the
Justice of her husband's eonviction.

{ 8 miscarriage of justice.

work at the University of Chica- >~Quotations from comments by

these people come readily to
Mrs. Sobell’'s tongue. She flips
through a sheafl of elippings to
document them.

For example: 2 group of the-
ologizns and lzwyers, incloding
such men as Dr. Reinhold Nei
buhr, vice president and profes-
sor of Ethics and Theology at

Union Theological Seminary,
and Edmond Cahn, professor of
Law at New York University,
made an independent investiga-
tion. They characlerized evi-
dence a2gainst Sobell zs “vague
in character and slender in
prool”

The “Portland Oregonian” a
Republican dzily newspaper, ed-
itorialized “many fair minded

{over)
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A Wrong to be nght@d? (CON TI'NUED}

rsons have searched the tran.
ript of the trial in vain 1o finé
st wha! defendent Scbell wa
cused of doing, and what the
rv found him guilty of. Some
v the American public con
ience may be sulficienly
icked in this instance {oo, fzf
wzs in the Sacco-Vanzett)
¢¢) to bring a public inguir
ai may answer the gueslion of
hether anti-Communist hvste-
5 in 1951, when thi< nation was
war with Korea. may not have
en the real question for this
mviction.™
The former Protesiant chap-
‘n of Alcatraz, Rev. Peter Me-
~~mack, declared after coming
know Sobell on “the rock.”
z1 Sabell was “utterly incapa-
e 6i aoing the thing of which
» is charged . . . Falsely ac
sed, cruelly treated. sentenced
i the testimony of a selicon
ssed perjurer, this man of fine
zracter and brillian{ man still
f{ers within prison walis . . ."”

When Sobell was in Alcatraz
s wiie “travelled around the
prid"——or the equivalent 25,

000 miles—to wisit with him
through thick glass and over a
fejephone svstem 13 4 hours a
dayv. She has never missed & per-
mitted visit and he has never
missed writing the allolled two
or threc lelters & week. Now in
Atlanta he worke in the prison
textile mill for 29 cents ap hour.
In his spare time he is studving
the eirculatory system in hopes
of inventing a mechanical de-
vice to help persons afflicted
with hardening of the arteries.

“He is 8 creative man—he is
trving 1o make the best of the
situation—bul it is so hard to
get the simplest reference mate
rizls to him." his wife, hersel
a former pysicist, said sadly.
“Onlv when 1 sal next to hum at
Atlanta could T realize the awful
physicz! and menial efiect Alca-
trzz had had on him. Imprison.
meni {or anyone is horrible, and
for Morten it is completely
wrong, but Alcatraz is not a
place for any human being at
an.”

If it is g0 “wrong” for-Sobell
to be in prison, how did he get

)

there® “Mvy husband was never
implicated in any way with the
atomic espitonzpc for which the
Fosenbergs were convicted”
Mrs. Sobell declared. “The in-
dictment had already been
drawn up egamnst lhe Kosen-
berps when the presecution
tried to gel Morion Lo be a wit-
ness, to sev the Rosenbergs
were guilty, When he refused
the prosecution jus! added his
neme 16 the indictment.

“There wzs anlv ane wilness
e: far a5 Morion wes concerned
on the conzpirzey to commil es-
picnage. He was May Ebicher
zné he admitied he was "scered
to dGeath' because he had per-
jured mmeel! and he hoped for
the best because of his test-
mony. He was never proseculed
for perjury.”

“The trial could oaly have
tzken place m the time of the
Korean War when there was
such tension and fear.,” Mrs. So
bell thinks. “And then there was
the faci that the prosecution ir
thiv cate included Roy Cohn,

sho became known as the late

AT W e A A

i i -

Senatpr McCarthy's ehiel assist-
25t. Manv people feel Cohn's
parucipation  was 1G
guzrantee that a feir triz! could
nol be held”™

Times have indeed chonred
Ten vears afo people believed
that the Russizns were snentile
czllv ilbterate. Now William
Randolph Hezrst asks “if the
Russians have been slealing our
secrete. where are our carbon
copies?™ N is the change in the
{imes, the bad repute of MeCar-
thvistn. the growing concern for
the defense of American rights,
which feeds Mrs Scbell's hope
that President Eisenhower can
goon ‘be persuaded Lo commute
bher busband’s sentence, anag
that, at the szme time. a new
irial mzy be held to vindicate
Morton Sobeli's pame,

“J tzlked 1o Congressmen in
Washinglon, and many were
sympathelic, but they said they
were most concerned about their
constituents. Now.” said Mrs. So-
bell, 1 am going to the consti-
tuents asking them fo please
write their Senalors and Cob-
gressmen for a2 review of the
case.”

erpuch

REPRINTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY

The Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell
940 Broadway, New York City

AL 4-9983

“"We Tirn to You

Dear Frieads:

and a wife

for Kelp NOW!™

During these last nine years we have vold tens of thousands of peo-
ple, in hundreds of cities, of Morton's innocence. Now many voices

condzmn the 4133l and the sentence,

but for us there ir enly one dream,

as yet untotiilied. We want Morton heme, in freedom and in honer.

Our strength, and Morton's, has b

een sorely tested. We turn te you

for help. Will yeu please help now?

» g . -

-~ described in the article
reprinted ahove

—rmrmse e e Fill Out and Mail Today = — o m—m-

Commitiee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell

Room D, 940 Broadway, New York 10, N. Y.

Please send me more information.

I am writing a letter to President Eisenhower, asking him
to commute Mortorn Sobell’s sentence. and to my Senstors
and Congreseman scking them to recommend such a com-

|8}
a

mutation to the President.

I am entlosing my contribution of §..........

peals in behalf of Morton Sobell

Name co.vvvoancroanscnasas wens
Address ..... raiesesasnna
City and State . ...us.uens e
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Thr Alethedur Fedecarior fer Secuel Actior gr ower N’ peemienrk's ‘
erpaninasion, fesmded in 1907, serk: ao deeper unipen fa: Charesn, ;
the semir o) gorial eblopenen end eppeetumiy 8 oudy, Jrom she
Carzitew vern! ¢! viens, seme) prelleme and thers selusien: ond gz por- f
meze sezis! actior e the apior of Jeswi. Thr Fedevahion sizensi foc the
complers abolision wf war. The Federsion refects the merhed ef far i
sreppie for profic mi the aconrmur bare [oe seriely ond eck: b veg.ace }
U oA pecigieccomemic plemming fr Arveled a4 aencny Wuses glan e i
i

prevy & crmminasicn: er. gpeoleprs Qe ogerkivy piee g e py
Fedorgtion dae; wmol comonis &5 enembers Is awy Ipasific prepras., s
reriotn: an dncpieaiione] and educaiioene’ egpensy, greresny 122G hanges
by dewocealic desisier:, mo! 1 wviviemce,
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‘Christmastide in Amenics is traditionallv a time when Amer-

cans whe prize individau! liberty a- & kew possession, speal out
in conscience on behall of prisoners or merey or both. It iv &
‘tim= when, in the past. Presidents imbued or in love with our

v ey

- - precios  wvlaian hedwsse, have conpnuted sucl sentences
mercifally,
- L - o . - ']
o AN of this is appropriate. For Christmas is not reallv about
eommercialh exploited tinsel and Santa Clavs. 1t i- about justice
' und merce and love. It is most of all about Jesus, in whom those

qualities of the eterna} God canie 1o earth in the fullness of time,
anc dwell amang us incarnate and humanized.

We know nothing of Christmas wlo ignose Jesus, and the

i justice and mercy end Jove, he demanded for every man. Jesus
. taught that the life of one person is more precious and of greater
: consequence than all the material possessions of en entire world.
1 The God Jesus Jnew and proclaimed as Father was one whose
e will was that not one of the least of his children, the persons of

-arth. should perish.

We should, Jesus beld, visit the sick and imprisoned in their
affliction. Bv whether or how we do so. Jesus taught, our lives
{and those of the nations) would be judged. To visit or speak for
prisoners is to visit or speak for him: “As you did it to one of the
jeast of these my brethren, vou did it to me.” As this Bulletin’s
front page masthead shows, MFSA fosters “social ection in the
spirit of Jesus,” who demznds love, or justice and mercy, for
every irdividual end for every prisoner.

This brings us to the case of Morton Sobell in the Atlanta
s feders] penitentiary, of whom his wife writes: “Morton went
: fnto prison when he was 83 vears old. Today he is 427 He is
N serving a thirty vear prison sentence. Was the trial fair? Was
G _the sentence just, merciful, Joving?

i Seme statements by carefu] students of the case, give us
? pause. One comes from the Nobel prize stomic scientist, Harold

. G Urey: Lt

- T T On reading through the record of the trial apein 1 am sstounded
t; .. mt bow iittle there was sbout Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell what
- he i even suppowd to Have done. There is Do goestion but that Morton
Sobell shounld have a new erial,

& -~ 7 =~4%rjer Benjamin Ginzburg, Former Research Director for the

.

N

-

1 ;7 U. 8 Senate Subcommittee of Constitutional Rights:

L At the Rosenberp-Sobell trial the ideplogicsl passions were even

i Lo wreater than those which prevailed st the Hiss trial. I by nothing else,

{i this i clrarly demonctrated by the conduct of the trial judge in meting

f-: - ot Seath semiencrt in time ©f peatr o the fwo principals convicted

é. . =+ «of espionage, Julls and Ethel Roseoberg, and by the conduct of the

H * . Sghsr oourts jo dechining to review the evidenoe or mitigate the

eI ences, .

+ “‘-'".lu. - T . N

£~ 27 Rupreme Court Justice Hugo Black confirmed the Ginzburg

i - staismeny, as spplied fo our highest court, by stating:

! .. Ties court has never reviewed this record and bas never affirmed the
. foircess of fhe trinl.

: .

The tial judge himself, on sentencing Sobell, stated:

The evidence in the case cdid noi point to apy aclvity on your parn

in connection with the atomicr bemb projecs,

Socbell himself has steadily affirmed his innocence, though
admissions of guilt sometimes are advantageous. On this point,

PR RN R
-~ x g T L - .
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Chiristmas and the Case of Riorfon Schell

the Vancouver Sun columnist, Jack Scott, writes:

Sohell hzs eontipusd to protest he ionncence  althoueh  confession,
whether true or false. would hghtsn his stagpering sentener, . - § bhap
pened to be reading 8 bookiet on the witcheruft trnal so Sadem, Massa-
chusetts, in the summer and fall of 1692, whrr 1 camr acrou the Sobel]
file . Um- parsprant telly o 13 women and s men hanged. & wnches
and conciudrs. ‘Fiity penont conirssed and were freed” The compar-
won with the Rosenberg-Sobell casc is wnavpidable.

Sob:ll’s oun statement bears Seott out: .

We'll go back o cournt agan to prove my innocence . . . 1 will mot
give up hope of retuming to v familh and working once mgein & &
scientist,. My dreem & to put my sciestific knowledge to use in the
medica) feld to aid the blind, the crippied and the deaf.

But since kvowing another’s motive is difficult and some reader
might think the real motive would be to help the Russians, we
simply ask: Is there any one still left among us who reglly thinks
U. S. nationa! security is endangered by secrets an American
can give the Russizns who heve been sending a photo-teking
satellite around the moon? - S .

Was the pre-trial arrest and treatment of Morton Sobell in

keeping with cherished traditional American due process? Con-
sider thit statement from Carleton Beals. historian and former
consultant to the U1, §. povernment on Mexican affairs:

NMortom Sobell was kidnapped with the connivance of U. §. Federl
agents, was brutslly besten until uncopscious, teken to the barder in
violatipn of Mexican gnd U. §. Jews and treaties. He was spirited sctosg
the border in the dead of night, his abductars being joined by pre-
arrangement by a Federal manhs!l. His entire family was similardy
Yidnapped . . . No oml, matetial or even remotely circumstsntisl evi-
dence was ever presented in court to warrant bis conviction.

A group of religious and law professors, seli-styled “convinced

anti-communists” and led by Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theolog-
ical Seminary Viee-President and Professor of Ethics and Theo-
logv, recently asked President Eisenhower for “commutation of
the very heavy sentence Sobell is now serving.” for these rrasons:

The group concluded that attack on America’s

(1) Sobell was pever implicated with stomic espionagr for which the
FRosenbetgs were convicted. {2} The charges apainst Sobell, sopportsd
mainly by the testimony of one man, Max Ehtcher, were that be had
solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something which
Yooked like a tan of film to Julins Rosenberg. No specific Hem of
information supposed to have been transmitted by him to anv one else
is specified in the record. The case apainst him, therefore, is vagoe
ip content and slender in proof, (3} Whether or pot the judge and pros-
ecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair trial, we ough! w
recoguize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs
and the fact that Sobell’s case war tried with theirs made it difficalt wo
separate the two cases and to recogmuze the very different charscter
of the twp charges and the evidence introdnced to suppart them res-
pectively.  (4) Sobell has already served, with good copduct, pearly
eight years in prison. . . .

Freedom withoul or within must be resisted. Nevertheless, one of the
{actors which makes that freedom so preciow i fts capacity to prathioe
s disciplne #nd bumane sdmimstration of justior Ppreciseiy in those
cases where emotions are sroused which make it difficult to remain
objective about the merits of a specific ease. 'We believe 3 commutation
of the Sobell sentence would demoastrate our bational frith in thet
freedom.

The Christian Century, impressed and comvinced by the above

statement, expressed frself editorially:

We agree and add our volce to their petidon for justice with mercy.
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whire help i e strun i {07 prace. UWe prand,” seil the coto-
mission members, “Foar o disarmament procram becinning now,
and oblamug complete duarmament by 1965, Feave &lone can
drmg the full benelis of the world’s Isber and naturs] resourees
to all people Ther 3w on reason to fear the transibion to & prace
economy. The swme soeterial: that prointe the production of
bombe and bavonrt: ar ballistic madles ean o into buildangs,
food and cinthinf medical can. paper ané typewriters—the many
things that muda lifc better for evervone”

“lad of conmunmizauon berween peopics of the world,” the

Y commission member said Tbrinec dictruet, and ic 3 majer cause
of war' Thev thervion advenced an eschanges of labor delega-
tinns with ether Jands, adoption v uniont of pottive action
epailst racis! disennunation, ranl and file participation in form-
inp labor policies. “removal of our many militane bases from the
doorsteps of Socialistic enentries, endoriement by lahor of pol-
iveal cundidates who have demememated concern in ending these
tension: ™

Thr lLabor Commission report ooncluded that *Labor can
-belp promote world peace by demanding our vouth be gusran-
tert & first rate education, adeguate vocstional tramning and
counseling. aud & government propram of eamp facilities for
bovs and pids. We must also see that upon completion of his

1 eduzation vout's shall have tin opportunin to entefe in useful
and remunerative work.”

L The moon Juncheon on Sunday was addressed bv Dr. Holland
Rrherts, California educactar, founder and director of the Cali-
fomu Lsbor School an the subject, “Brotherhood in Rumania”.
Dz, Rober told of preat progress made in el fields affecting

TP T e e Tl I TPt S e

] humar weliare 2 the people worked cooperatively together to

- meet elemental human peeds of food, housing and health. He

b spoke particularly of the amazing progress made in the field of
perfiatrics with the use of prociin to improve health and length

! -of life. - .

|~ . INTRODUCTION TO PEACE WORKSHOP

- LABOR COMMISSION REPORT
H Labor's interest in Pcace is equally as great as that of any

4 other group in the UL 8. The advice often given 1o labor unions
} . . 4o deave politics to the politicians and world affzirs to the heads

of governments, s falwe adrvice. Today the dangervus arms race
| - . {the third within fifry vears) is taking 3 temendous toll in labor.

t 35 the most colossal economic waste in the historv of mankind,
- * Tday the inability to secure peace costs the American people,
i" " and -rimarily worlers, elose to sixty billion dollars 2 vear, This

suppx te epproximalel three million military  personmel, 150
,. - .bililon doliars value in property and covers over 27 million acres

men and 850 Amencan military bases scattered in 73 countries
-drreeghout the wordd., - .

.. . Io the words of President Eisenhower—-“Every gun that i
# +1made, even: warship launched, every yocket fired, signifies—in
1 nal analvsis—a theft from those who hunger and are not
¥~ ttose who are cold and not clothed.” :

~
e ot

" OREGON MFSA HOLDS ANNUAL.MEETiNG

Members af the Oregon Chapter of the Mecthodist Federation
for Rocial Action mesting ip annua) session at the home of Rev-
erend Mark and Dr. Corinne Chamberlin, Gresham, Oregon
called far The Methodist Church to abolish the Central Jurisdie-

. for an end to the present preparations for nuclear, bivlogical,
.+ ~and chenaical warfare on the part of al) nations, and if other
aatit s refuse 1o “cooperate”, thev called upon the povernment
piiaing with immediate cessasion of the bomb testing™. Thev
= =trd Sov further implementation of a creative program for gen-
mime warld peace and ealled for “Immediate recognition of the
~  FPeople’s Republic of China as the real government of this great
people’. Theyv ached for the withdrawal of all United States
troops from foreien soil, and for a united Germany demilitarized
rud denuclsanzed, They pointed out in their resolusion that,
“irust, rather thep {fear is essential in relationships between

- ] - [
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of land in continental U. S. There are upproximately one million’

etz agm @ the United States “To take unilatera) action to this end, be- .

an

tebiont ar briween indnadueh™. Tuey sl further ther the
present “Militane methode selvine g1 they &0 o0t plemeo
berror of the H bomb are self-nullifving throwre fex: and su-
picion aud tend s samulate other natwns o smilar prlicars and
methads”. Thev semt fmanaz! support 10 Wilhard Upleas e
fellow MPs4 prember, and adopred a resolution supporta; Loa
{see October Bulletin). R

Or wetion i the race relations field, members of a0 annudd
mretine authonzed & nicht Jetter to Lerov Gollyr Gene—e of
Fiondi, requesung, the commutation of tie senlence @ « Negro
vouth who would be exrcuted on the charpe of razv tr wizoenar
sentence was meted out to te four white vouths copvicred of
rape in the same state.

Night letters were sent to the Congressional delegabion from
Orepon, Benators Wavne Morse, Richard Neuberper. und Comn-
gresswomnan Edid: Green protesting the agreemen! wiazh, Presic
dent Essenbower submitted to Congress wnder whizh the Vest
Gemaan povernment will receive from we Ritheorto resTucted o
formstion a: t operstional use and maintenance of nuclear
weapons svstems, debvery evstems and defense plans as well as
not-puckear parts of nudear weapons svstems, The resoletion of
the Anpusl meeting pointed out that in their opinior such anp
agreement with: West Germany would imperi) all Berlis sertie
mtuts and pive Chancellor Konrad Adenauer power 0 obiimudt
sgreements banning nuclear tests. This telegram protesting this
agreement with West Germany was sent &lso to Fresiden! Eisen-

T,

LATEST ON WILLARD UPHAUS—
SOPER TO ADDRESS MFSA MEETINGS—
“STRUGGLE FOR PROFIT” AND TV FRAUD

Mr. Warren Carberp, Editor of Zion's Herald, and of the
Boston Area supplement of Together has done 8 wonderful job
for religious liberty with his report on the Willard Uphaur cace
in recent jssues. This publicity has more than atoned for the
omission of & “Letter to the Editor,” to which I made reference
in the October issue of Social Questions Bullein, Zion’s Herald
has shown itself to be in step with its great Ybera! traditon. =~ °

The current situation on the Willard Uphaus case is that
he may be summoned to Concord, New Hampshire, with the
origina} demand to reveal confidential lists of guests at “World
Feliowship.” Those who know him: do not believe he will recant
but will acoeii 8 jail sentence in an heroic Christian spirit. Many
of us to make & personal sppeal for clemency to the author-
ities of New Hampshire. Friends who mav wish to be informed
of the best way to make their influence felt mav write me and

I will apprise them of time and place and persons as the situation .

develops. Those within a day's drive of Concord, New Hampshire
may wish to join the “Caravan for Clemency for 2 Conscientious
Objector to being an Informer.”

An informal meeting of interested Federationists was held in
New York recentlv and plans were made for a number of meet-
ings at which the schedaled speaker would be Dr. Dornald O.
Soper of London, recent President of English Methodism. This

will include an address at the 53rd Annual Meeting of the Fed-

eration in Denver, Colorado, on April 25, 1960. Dr. Soper is
scheduled to give the Lwvman Beecher Lectures at Yale the
week preceding. Dr. Soper is the famous West End Methodist
preacher who carries the whole gospel, including the Social
Gospel to Hvde Park, among other places. He shares the Federa-
tion objectives for = Christian Social Order. ]

Everv so often, speaking of objectives, someone suggests a
change in the MFSA statemen! concerning the “strugole for
profit” Of course, 2 better statemnent might be made. but any
failure to challenge the economic base of our society would be
a strious concession 1o the status que and the selish interesis
which profit by it. In this connection 2 recent column by Walter
Lippman on the Television Quiz cheating ic revealing. Lippman
savs, “The size of the fraud i a bitter reflectior on the moral
condition of our society. The principle of that policy is that for
all practical purposes television shall be operated wholly for
private profit. The alternative, which it practiced in owe formo or
another in almos! every other civilized country. is not for private
profiz but for public service.”~LOVD F. WUKLEY, 573 Farn-
ington Avewve, Hartford 5, Comn.- | . .
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l " " #ino which “Maintains segregation in the Church™. They called
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES
- The third part of thr threefold challeng: from the Saviet

povernment and prople tiet Premion Khroshohes left watl e
b to join in mutually bewchicnl competivan o shov whose wav
of Tir can conmibui ron te mwectnn the “ueteriad and spiriual
weefd” of manimd and 1c e develnpment of all the Capacitiys
of all the humar. facx. Thi part of the challenge did not pet ac
iy headlies wh L olutd two,
" "The purpose ¢f thi- nroposs? & ta pat concrets conten’ irt-
. the temn pesceful coexutence. Withou! tlse it becomes just
another pious phrase. Fremier Khrushehe recomnized thic danser
. i bic srticle on prateful wesistence in Foreign Affeirs. :
- This proposal for friendls competition has its beckrround in
Alie industria} developmen: of the Sovier Union. A guidine slopar,
for finlahing the first Five Year Plan on time wac “To overiake
and surpass the leadniz industrial nations particulasky the Unied
States.” To produce excellence end speed in production. friendhv
competitive contests were carritd on between plants, departments,
shope and workers. They stll are. This procedure s peueradh
called “socialist competition”. It is & combination of competition
and coopetation because methods are shared and results mre
pooled, to the benefit of el concerned.
The proposed international competifon would be mutualiv
beneficial to both sides. It would increase the trade that would

b - help each side develop more economic strength a< mutual econ-
, omic Telations did in the early thirties. In this process the ten-
| slons sunviving from the cold war would be Jessened according
/ €0 the principle that mutuallv beneficial trade increases aunder-

- sanding end goodwill. Premier Khrushchev mentioned this o
‘ -presenting his proposal to the U. N. To sueceed in its purpose
' of showing the full strength of each svstem to the world this
s mutually beoeficial competition has to become cooperative. This
f #1 would do as Premier Khrushehev pointed out, by removing
f intemational restrictions on trade and cultural exchange, and re-
: - fraining from conducting the ideological discussion in the cold

war manner of name celling and accusations. This tive
» competition is what friendship between the United States and

the Soviet Union means today. -

r
i 3
} The larger and longer significance of this challenge to com-
| petitive, mutually beneficial coexistence i that it offers the enlv
| may to change the social order without the armed conflict which
‘ today means nuclesr war. The long and widely accepted belief
: that this cannot be done has now to yield to the categorical im-
i . peretive that it has to be done because, a5 both sides admit,
: welther can win a nuclear war,
| The firet respanse to this part of the Soviet challenge, accord-
; dng to Reston of the N. ¥. Times, came before Premier Khrush-
| chev arrived. It was formed to hic expected proffer.
“He will undoubtedly be told the! he can have all the peaceful
competition he want provided it b really pescefu] and Dot interrupted
by Commiunist military pressure as in the present situation io Laos . . .,
withont the eliminstion of pressure po emount of tali sbout peaceful
competition is likelv to lessen the friction between the two worlds.”™
< In implving Soviet responsibility the State Department ad-
mitted it had no evidence and none has been found since. Also
! - the Soviet Government had just proposed an international com-
; misaon to settle the lmos dispute. Total disarmament would
: automatically end the question of military pressure, just as it
would end the rearmament of Germany and change the Soviet
attitude toward ending the erisis in Western Europe.

After Premier Khrushchev arrived, Vice-President Nixon is

. sreported on October 7, in Washington to have challenged the -

Soviet Union to renounce subversion as well as open agaression
o0 that “peaceful competition cap remain peaceful” He said
no word about our renouncing subversion.
“If competition between hations & to remain peaceful there must
be rules of the game to whick we all subscribe™ :
. ‘The Soviet Union would naturally reply that these rules should
" 7 be drafted by the intematonal orgauization composed of &l
nalons it proposed should be set up to establish and regulate
the control and inspection required for total disarmament, The
Vice-President pext suggested: :
“that we brosden the oompetition to include the hicher cultural and

gpiritual values that characienize the trus forwurd marck of cur civi-
-~ fzation™ - ' .

Could it be that the Vice-President has never read Premier

-
ot e

Ehrushehes s repeated insisteyse or eompetition B meetine the
“materw] and sparual weed” of meniangd-

On Nov. 4 i, Lo Anccles. the Viee-Fresident enlarzed hi-
distorpons of Prenner Kroalichess ehalionas
e e - the Btestrst siolebs g o goesd e lmmiubnade et Mo Ten

ground o &thenl  maieraing,  Man beeds o lufie patpes o b

that the satulactunn of b matens’ peeds ™ .
He added that we should welcoms Premier Khmrdesmds ohad.
fenpe to preceiul comipetiuon and dectares Tlin Lanaw pae
and our penple will never stand for being second heat ™

This puts the issue of the technival and moral streugth of our
conomit aud sowal order on the level of the ¢l Jrusder o
cullege {ootball game. .

Or almos: the same bvel zecardine to the XY Tims o
U. N. Delegation  leader Lodge accepled the Sovier ciuhenge
to peaceful competntion it main helds bat wld the Amenan
people they must wors hard 1o Diake their OWnL s)siclu sivoced.

Briefing the National Association of Brosdcasters on our
foreicn policv. en October 16 Assistant Secretan of State for
Public Affairs Andrew H. Berding. who shapes 8li the Depari-
ment's Fublic Relations declared that:

“Peaceful Cornrstenes i w Sovier davies to star out of war or to

pastpons confbcl. whiie the intemationad Cupuanublet  masctrent  $ou-

tnues i manifest and mapifold eftors o bring abwout the world-wide

trivopl, of communem over capiulym.”™
Does this mean thal 2 majority in the St2ie Department would
rather have nuclear war than peaceful competitive coexistence?

Berding went on to describe this Jund of coeristence as boths
“a prolonged armistice” and a “truce”, This nonsense comes from
the error of separating one part of the Sovie! proposa! from the
other two. How can total disarmament be either a2 truce or &
prolonged armistice? :

The deepest significance of the Soviet challenge to friendly
competition io meeting the material and spirinval needs of man-
kind is that it would balt the present trend toward the destuction
of civilizaion and the return to barbarism. Omne of the waming

.

signs of our times is how far the erosion of civilization has gone -

in our minds end spirits bv apathy to the consequences of the use
of more and more deadly weapons afainst pou-combatants.

In Korea we bummed to death with jellied gasoline innocent
men, peasants with their wives and children, their live stock
and crops, and their homes. In Hiroshima and Nagasali we
blasted with atomic fire thousands of men, women and children
who had never jifted a hand against ws, didfigured thousands
more, and poisoned the blood stream and genetic cupacites of
other thousands. The fazt that we tolerate preparations to do
this on & hundred times larger scale means that the spirit of bar-
barism 4s still within us. The beginning of the bumane spirit
which it the moral dvnamic of civilization in the relations be-
tween socta] groups was when warring tribes discovered that wams
of extermination were too costlv in the loss of needed Lives. Do
we have to wait for more and greater Hirochimas to prove that

fact o ws? .

1t is pot barbariap hordes from without that we have to fear,
but the spirit of barbarism concealed beneath the indifference to
the meaning of our stockpile of B bombs and rocket missiles.
This situation calls upon each of us to examine his own conscience
and conduct, and upon all religious leaders to ask themselves
whether their religion is using its full strength to halt the retum
to barbarism.—H.F.W.

- - - .

Dear Dr. Worlev:

I have several times fafled vou badly enough that it would

seem vou ought to have given me up, but if vou haven't vet

reached that point, ] am willing ¢o go on and try to do the best

I can. Time and mgain I have been disappointed in my ability

to carmv out woyv plans es 1 had boped. It may be that I may ..

be able to get to Denver for the meeting there. I have some
very good {riends there that 1 am very anxious to see about
that time.

Enclosed find check for the Federation;

Witl gratitude to you for the kind of leadership yvou have
been providing the Federation, and to your associates e well.
IRWIN R. BEILER, Meadville, Pa.
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December, 195

Dear Friend:

1l am mailing my letter to Precsident Eiseenhower asking hirmn to please
grant freedom to my son, Morton Sobell, during this holiday sezson.

Tkis is Morton's 10th year of prison, Won't you act now to make it the
last? Please add your letter to mine, and belp us to reach more people by
sending us a contribution. .

All over the country Americans are asking the President to commute
Morton'e sentence. Because there is such strong support, we believe the
time has come when the President will listen,

Enclosed is a letter for you to send, Add your signature and your
address to it. Then address the envelope to Pres, Dwight D. Eisenhower,
The White House, Washington, D. C. .

When you have mailed your letter, think of your friends and neighbors
who should be helping too, and order more letters from us,

We are waiting for your order, and for your dollars. Send them in
the enclosed Sobell Committee return envelope. Each contribution of $15
that you make pays for one thousand letters, Please pay for as many as
you can, please use as many as you can.

I thank you with 211 my heart, for Morton, his wife Helen, the children,
our Committee, and myself.

With deepest appreciation,

! 7
o et
Rose Sobell
P.5. We know that there have already been replies to these letters. Please

let us know the response to yours,

Mrs, Rose Sobell
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell
940 Broadway, New York 10, N, Y,
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Chrisimos and the Cese of Rlerfon

Christmastide in America is waditonally 2 time vwhen Amer-
cans who prize individual liberty a: a kev possession, spral ou!
in consciente on behall of prisoners or mercy or both, 1t is &
time when, in the past, Presidents imbued or in love with our
pricious  libertarian beritage, have commuted such sentences
gaereiully,

All of this is appropriate. For Christmas is not really aboat
coinmercially exploited tinse} #nd Santa Claus. Tt & about justice
and mercy and love. It is most of all about Jesus, in whom those
quilities of the eternal God came to earth in the fullness of time,
and dwelt among us incarnate and humanized.

+ We know nothing of Christmac who ignore Jesus, and the
justice aud mercy and love, he demanded for every man. Jesu:
taught that the life of one person is more precious and of greater
consequence than all the materia) possessions of an entire world.
The God Jesus knew and proclaimed as Father was one whose
will was that not one of thr least of his children, the persons of
earth, shonld perish.

We slwould, Jesus held, visit the sick and imprisoned in their
affliction. By whether or how we do so, Jesus taught, our lives
{and those of the nations) would be judged. To visit or speak for
prisonen is to visit or speak for him: “As you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, vou did it to me.” As this Bulletin’s
front page mastbead shows, MFSA fosters “social ection in the
spirit of Jesus,” who demands love, or justice and mercy, for
every individual and for every prisoner. i

This brings us to the case of Morton So'be!l in the Atlanta
federal penitentary, of whom his wife writes: “Morton went
ipto prison when he was 83 years old. ‘Today he is 42" He is
semving a thirty year prison sentence. Was the trial fair®> Was
the sentence ;ust_ merciful, loving? - -

Some statements by careful students of the case, give us
pause -One comes from the Nobel prize atomic scientist, Harold

C. Urey:

- - Om reading through the record of the tris] again 1 am astoopded

at how little there was about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell what
he 5 even supposed to have done, There is no question but that Morton
Enbell should have a nsw trial.

Writes Benjamin Ginzburg, Former Research Director for the
U 5. Senate Subcommitiee of Constiturtional Rights:

At the Rosenberg-Scbell trial the ideological passions were even
gFreater than those which prevailed at the Hiss trial. I by pothing else,
this is clearly demonstrated by the conduct of the trial judge in meting
out death sentenees in time of peace to the two principals convicted
of espioneage, Julius and Ethe! Rosenberg, and by the condoct of the
bigher courts fp declining to teview the evidenoe or mitigate the
sentences.

Supreme Cou.rt Justice Hugo Black confinned the Ginzburg
statement, as applied to our highest court, by stating:

Thic conrt has never reviewsd this recurd and has pever si{imed the

faimess of the trial.
The trial judge himself, on sentencing Sobell, stated:

The evidence in the case did po! poin! to apy activity Gb your part

it connection with the atomic bomb project.

Sobell himself has steadil affirmed his imocence, though
admlsswns af g'ulll sometimes are advaniageous. On this pom!,

. - . .k

Sehell

the Vancouver Sun columnist, Jack Scott, writes:

Sobell has comtioued to protest hi inocecency  although  confession,
whether tru- or false, would Lighten hi staprenng sepience. . . 1 haf-
prord 1o be reading ¢ bookliet on the witchoraft trubh m Salem. Mens-
chusetls. I the summer and fall of 168D, when 1 came atross the Bobell
file. On- paragespdh tell of 15 wamern and sis mer hanted ac wiches
and eonciudes, Fin person conirstd and were freed T Thr coopmr-
isom with the Romenberg-S5obell easc is unavoidsble.

Sobell's oun statement bears Scot out:

We'll g0 hack to count agun to prove oy aonocency . - . § will nen
give up hap of Feturnme to my familv and warking onor again a1 a
stientinl. My dream s to put o soientific mowiedge o use o the
meducal field 10 aid the blnd, the orippicd apd the dend.

But since knowing another’s motive it difficul: end some reader
might think the real motive would be to help the Russians, we
simplv esk: Is there anv one still left among us whe reallv thinks
U. S. nstional security is endangered by secret. an American
can give the Russians who have been sending a photo-taking
satellite around the moon?

Was the pre-trial arrest and treaiment of Morton Sobell in
keeping with cherished traditional American due procvess? Con-
sider this statement from Carleton Beals, historian and former
consultant to the U, S. government on Mexican affairs:

Morto Sobel! was.kidoapped with the coonivance of U. 5. Federad
agents, was brutally beaten until wpconscious, taker to thr border i
violation of Mexican and 1. §. laws and Greaties. He was spirited acrots
the border in the dead of might, his abductors beinp joined by pre-
arrangement by s Federal manhal, Hu entire family was pimilardy
kidnapped . . . No oral, material of even remotely cirrumstentin) evi-
dence was ever presented in court to warrant hic conviction

A group of religious and law professors, self-stvled “convinced
" anticommunists” and led by Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theslog-
jcal Seminary Vice-President and Professor of Ethics and Theo-
Jogv, recently esked President Eisenhower for “commutation of
the very heavy sentence Sobell is now serving.” for these reasons:
71} Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the
Rosenbergs were onvicted. (2) The charges against Sobell, suppored
mainly by the testimony of one man, Max Eltcher, were that be had

solicited informstion, and had on ont occasion lsken something which .

looked like a can of film to Julini Fosenberg. No specific tem of
information supposed to hpve been transmitted by him to any one olse
i specified I the record. The case aganst him, therefore, iy vague
in copten! and glender in proof. (3) Whether or not the judge and pros-
ecution tade sufficient effort to provide o fair trinl. we ought to
recoguize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Royenbergx
and the fact that Sobell’s case was tried with thein made it difficult to
separate the two cased and to recognize the veny difjevent chatacter
eof the two charges snd the evidenor introduced to suppont them Fes-
pectively. (4) Sobell has already served, with good condus, nearly
eight yean io prison.

The group concluded that sttack on Amenm 5

Froedom without @r withip must be resisied. Nevertheless, one of the
facton which makes that freedom 0 precious i ib capacity to practice
a discipline and burmene admmistration. of fustice precisely in those
cases where emotions are aroused whick make o difficull to remain
objective shout the mernits af a specific case. We believe » commutation
of the Schell sevtence would demonstrate owr national faith in that
Ereedom.

The Christian Century, impressed and mm'mccd b‘ the above
ttatement, expressed 1tself editorially:

-

We agree and add ‘our voice to their petition for justice with mercy. ’
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No! surptising 1 the eduorial ples of the Cathole Worler
jozr = champion af Bbert:

Cathiclics arr obliged to regatd Momor Sotell 1 briowmng 1o the soul

af the Cruonht slibours et o mendes b the body The telon be ow

our brothe:, and we can Bo mor  exclude lim brom our Jow than

Chnst doe from Hu  And whe hae hiprened 1t him car bappen to

anv of ui, depending o which way the winds of the oest nations)

buitene biow,
,:'

Morton SotxU'w Alcetrar prisor cheplain, Rev, Peter Me-
Cormatk, Preshnvteriat, bevame convineed of Sobells innucenct,
and jmned the ficht for hu freedom:

Mant & LiMe x DAL I eot, & we sy, ‘oul of chatatier’—but to know

Morton, you cganes cherer  him with the:  Faisweh accused. crurlly

wraied, sentener© on the esumony of g selistonfesed perurer, this man

of fine character and briliant mingd st sufien withos pron welli . . .

1 6 aatictind i1 M ovn mand that Monon 1 aauocent. & Vicum of

perinny pobitics and prejudict. S0 there i 8 wrnic of urgroe im-

pellng me to ‘speal whar 1 do kuow and testily of the things I have

seer.

Our fnend. Dr. Faul Lehmans of the Hanard Divinity Schiool
discribes the impreonsd Morton Sobel as o “Svmbol of the
Christiar's Concern for Justice,” and writes:

1o the sctual exercne of justee. bumah societies Dot infrequently sub-

ordmate the clums of jumce tn the apteredts of power, and from time

te nme . . . te destructive  impalaees and capaciies of men. their
batred: mnd their fear. berome compounded with irmational. deep and
widespread imecurin, se thnt the ven procedure and srructures of
justict become the instruments of the mcurriag: of juttiee . . . Maonom

Sobell was sentenced to prien for a 30-vear term in 18931 Fint in

Alentraz. and then in Atlants. mmboli of Americkn punitive power at

in worst. Sobell hay been serving bhis sentence amide nung douht D

the body polix of the Usited States about the evidence upon whuch

he was actuallsy convicied . . . Thesr doubts Yift the case above the Jevel
wheieby mnjustice can be legall redressed and trundder it to & level of
svisbolie gignibcabor ©f the sanity, stabilin and integnn of the common

\ife ip the United States,

Dr. Lehmann proceeds to apply the doctrine of Incamation,

central in the Christmas story: -
Whrether Sobell 3¢ a Christian 1 do not know, 11 does oot matter. Christ
died pot for Christians oply=but for the ungodly, that is, for all men.
As God in Chnst makes no conditions for torgiving men their sins and
including them in fcllowship with Him, so Christians make no oondityms
for their obedicnt concern for all sorts end copditiom of men. The
Christian doctrines of the Jncarnation and Atonemen! mean pothiog 80
mucth as that God s revealed in Christ is active and at work on the
froptiers of wan’s bumanity to man . . . Morton Sobwll is the orx-
door prighbor who confronts {us as Christians) out of & greal silence
with the gquestion of integrity and of {our) obedicnce to what God s
Goinp m the worid =] can imegine groups spending & series of even-
inps in fruitful discussion of Professor Sharp’s book (Law Protessor Mai-
ecolm Sharps Was Justice Done? with mtroduction by D;, Harold C.
Ures, anslysis of the Rosenberp-Sobell tria! and cese) and going oo from
there as the duscussion pointed the way. In some such way as this, @n-
seliigence. information. and conviction could be brought 1o besr upon
one toncrele wsus of justice dn gur present society. and some ghmpe
be guned of what it meany to live not in conformity, but in the {reedom
of a transforming fafth, -

We agree with the appeal of clerpymen, including 8 number
of MFSAen, directed to the President, and asking him, in the
name of mercy, to use his “great office to urge a new trial for
Morion Sobell, or grant him cdemency by commutation of his
sentence.” We are not experts on the case of Morton Sobell.
But we believe our nation, and fts libertarian reputation, can
onlv gain if the President either commutes Morton Sobell's Jong
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a1l hard sentence. OF Crante Lim the prodiers of @ onew
todey’t more gispassionste atmosphere. 1t would be a1 appro-
priate Christmas act of justice, meroy. and dove. We jum m
prping that conrs on President Esenhiower and sugoert the!
vou, bv letter, do the same.—J.R.ML

OREGON MFSA HOLDS SUCCESSFUL
ANNUAL PEACE WORKSHOP ;’

The thard annuxl Feace Workshop of the Oregar Conjues
of the Methodic Federation for Social Action closed 8 sucerssul
two dav conference at the Washineton Hotel w dowaasws, ¥
land Sunday afternoon, October 23th with reports from the five
commissions being presented for adoption.

The commission on civil liberties, Mr. John Caurhlan. Seattle
atemey, Chairman. declared in part: “The urgeno o tie proi-
ler of peare i an age when Man ha wrhieved the master of
sweapons o annihilation requires & new d-dication to thr bz
principles of civil liberties . . . only & full, free and pubin die-
cussion and appraisal of the questions fucing the nation and the
warld can insure peace and human sundival” The conierence
adopted the commission’s recommendation caling for the repeal
of the Griffith-Landrum “anti-labor™ bill which they said:
“Mukes second class citizens out of union members by depving
them constitutional rights guaranteed to all the naton”  lm-
mediate abolition of the House Un-American Activities Commit-
tec. wbrogation of the Atiorner-General's list of “subversive”
organizations, a five vear statute of limitations for all foreizn
born indicted under the McCarran Act were sho approved by
the conference.

The commission on cultural relations with Mr. Howard Glazer,
Portland architect, Chairman, recommended the establishment
of & permanent committee with Mrs. "Edna Smith, Chaiman,
to form a represvntative group of cizen: to encourege and assist
exchange of cultural groups with other mations.

The committee was authorized to contact the United States
State Department to determine the possibility of Portland’s being
included in any West Coast itinerary of artisty from othes lands.
invitation to trade and professional groups ip various countries
to visit Portland was urged as well as efforts to secure cultural
exhibits exchapge. Unanimous epproval was expreswed for pre-
sentation of such programs as the Moisever Dancers on the Ed
Sullivan TV program. A request to KHTV, channel 27 of Port-
land was authorized, msking them to investipate the possibility
of arranging for an exchange of TV artists and films from otirer
nations. .

The commission on the United Nations and international law
with Mr. Me! London, Portland trade union member, Chairman,
called for the recognition of the Peoples’ Republic of China with
all trade and travel barriers elimineted, and admission into the
United Nations.

The commission on the economics of peace making with
Mrs. Margaret Jean Schuddakepf, Tacoma, Washington educator,
Cheirman, pledged support to those Tepresentatives of the people
who would vote, “To discontinue production of war materials and
end U. S. overseas military bases and all foreign military aid.”
Transition from a war economy 1o 2 peace time economy should
include, the commission pointed out,’ aid to education, slum
clearance and urban yenewal with a vast program of public
works development and extension of hvdroelectric power pro-
jects. Subsidies should be granted for cultural programs of a
varied nature. Social security and unemployment systems should
be changed, they said, to make pavmenis commensurate with
human need. Thev calied for shortening of the work week, and
8 guaranteed anmual wage for all workers.

The commission on labor with Mr. James Fantz, Fortiand,

international representative of the Lonoshoremen and Warehouse
Workers' Unjon, Chairman, considered that the “Pressure on
labor in @ war economy is the bagis for restrictive labor Jegilation,
and loss of fundamental rights tc educate, organize and raise
standards of living for millions of workers.”

Thev therefore recommended strongly that workers every-
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where Lelp in the strugelt for prace. “We stand.” sad the com-
mission members. “For & i ment procesn beginmm now,
and obtaininy completr disarmament by 1665, Peace alone can
Bbrng the Jull benetun of the world s libo: and naturad resourees
1t sl people. There i no reason to fear the fransition to & peace
economy, The tame materiale that go inte the producton of
bomts ard bavoney o ballistic msiler can po inte buiidings,
food and clothing nw<lcal care, puper and tvpewriters—the many
thinge that mals 1é: hener for evenvone” ’

“Lack. of communication berwmen peoples of the world,™ the
commission merdwr pad, “brings distrust, wnd i & nuwsjor cause
of war.,” Thev therefore advanced an exchange of labor delega-
tons with other latdy, adoption by unions of positne action
azainst recial discrimination, rank and {ile participation in form-
ing labor policies, "removal of our many militany baves from the
dootsteps of Socislistic countries. endorsement by lsbor of pol-
itical candidates who have demonstrated concest in ending these
tensions.”

The Labor Commisinn report concluded that “labor oen
belp promote world peace by demanding our youth be guaran-
teed a first rate (ducation, adequate vocational training and

. wounseling. and w govemment program of camp facilities far

boevs and il Wr must also see that uporn completion of his

- educatipn vouth slhiall have the opportunin to engage in usefnl

and remunerstive work.”
The noon Juncheon on Sunday was addressed by Dr. Holland
FRoberts, Califomia educactor, founder and director of the Cali-

fornis Labor Schoo! on the subject, “Brotherhood in Rumania™ .

Dr. Roberts told of great progress made in all fields afiecting

human welare ac the people worked cooperatively tegether to

meet elemental human needs of food, housing and health. He

spoke particularly of the amazing progress made in the field of

:,;;‘riah-ic-s with the use of procain to improve bealth end length
life.

INTRODUCTION TO PEACE WORKSHOP
LAEOR COMMISSION REPORT .

Labor’s interest in Peare is aqually af great as that of eny
ather group in the U, S. The advice often given to labor unians
t leave politics to the politicians and world affairs ¢o the heads
of povernments, is false advice. Today the dangerous arms race
tthe third within fifty vears} is taking a tremendous toll in Jabor.
It is the most colossal econamic waste in the history of mankind,

Today the inability to secure peace cosis the American people,
and primarilv workers, close to sixhv billion dollars & year. This
supparts approximately three million military  personnel, 150
bithion dollars value in propertr and covers over 27 million ecves
of Jand ip continental U. §. Thers are spproximately one million
men and B30 American military bases scattered in T3 countries
throughout the world,

. 1o the words of President Eisenhower—"Every gun that is
made, everns wanhip launched, every rocket fired, signifies—in
the final analysiv—a theft from those who hunger and are not

fed, those who are cold and not clothed.™

OREGON MFSA HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING

Members of the Oregon Chapter of the Methodist Federation
{or Social Action meeting in anoual session at the home of Rev-
ercnd Mark and Dr. Corinne Chamberlin, Gresham, Oregon
called for The Methodist Church to abolish the Central Jurisdie-
tion which “Mazintains segregation in the Cburch”. They calied
for an end to the present preparstions for nuclear, biological,
and chemical wadfare on the part of all nations, and if other
natinns refuse to “cooperate”, they called wpon the government

“ of the United Stités “To take unilateral action to this end, be-

_ people”.
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ginning with immediate cessasion of the bomb testing”. They
asked for further implementation of & ecreative program for gen-
wine worid peace and called for “Immediate yecognition of the
People’s Republic of China as the real government of this great
Ther zsked for the withdrawal of all United States
tronps from foreige soil, and for 2 uwnited Germany demilitarized
and de-nuclearized. They pointed out in their resolution that,
“Trust, rather fhen fear is essential in relationships between
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nagous &t berween indnaduali”. Thev soid furtner tnar the
present “Milnam mehods rehdng one then doon e o e
by of the H bomb are seli-nulifving throuei, fear and sus-
pieion and tend o sumulate other setons W spta prloe. kg
methods™. They sent funancia! support to Wikard Uphauvs, @
fellow MFS4 member, and adopted ¢ resslution. seproruss ham
{see October Bulietin). .

On wetion in the race relabons field member of the exmual
meeting authonzed & night Jetter to Leroy Collis, Gonvernar o
Florida, reguesting the commutation of the semence 8 2 Nerro
voutl: who would be executed on the charge of reps b v
sentence was meted out to the four white vouths comacted of
xape o the same state.

Night letters were sent to the Congressional deiepation: from
Osegon, Senatorr Wayvne Mone, Richerd Neuberpor, znd Con-
presswoman Edith Green protesting the agreemen: which Presi-
dent Eisenhower submined to Congress under which the West
German government will receive from us hitherto remmcted in-
formation: a- to operstioss! use and maintennnce of nuclear
weapons svstems, delivens susiems and delense plans o well as
non-nuclear parts of puclear weapons svstems. The resolution -of
the Annual meetne pointed out that in their opinion. such &n
agreement with West Germapy would imperil alt Berln settie
menty and give Cliencellor Ronrad Adenauer power 1o olstruet
agrecments batuing puclear tests. This telegram protesiing tis
agreement with West Germany was sent alst 10 Fresident Elsen-
bower,

LATEST ON WILLARD UPKAUS— -
SOPER 10 ADDRESS MFSA MEETINGS—
“STRUGGLE FOR PROFIT* AND TV FRAUD

Mr. Warren Carbery, Editor of Zion's Herald, and of the
Boston Area supplement of Togetber has done o wonderdul job
for relicious libertv with his report on the Willard Uphaus case
in recept issues, This publicin: has more than atoned for the
omission of a “Letter to the Editor,” to which I made relerence
in the October issue of Socisl Questions Bulletin, Zion's Herald
has shown itself to be in step with its great libera! tradition.

The current situation on the Willard Upheus case is that
he mav be summoned to Concord, New Hampshire, with the
original demand lo revezl confidential lists of guests at “World
Fellowship.” Those who know him do not believe be will recant
but will aecei{ s jail sentence in mn beroic Christian spirit. Many
of us to @ personal appeal for clemency to the autbor-
ities of New Hampshire. Friends who mav wish to be informed
of the best wav to make their influence felt may write me and
3 will apprise them of time and place and persons as the sitation
develops. Those within ¢ dav’s drive of Copeord, New Hampshire
mayv wish to join the “Caravan for Clemency for a Conscientious
Objector to being an Informer.”

An informal meeting of interested Federationists was held in
“New York recently und plans were made for & pumber of meet-
ings et which the schegtﬂed speaker would be Dr, Donald O.
Soper of Londan, recent President of Englich Methodism. This
will include an address at the 53rd Avnual Meeting of the Fed-
eration in Denver, Colorado, op April 25, 1980, Dr. Soper is
scheduled to give the Lyman Beecher Lectures 2t Yale the
week preceding, Dr. Soper is the famous West End Methodist
preacher who camries the whole gospel, induding the Social
Gospe) to Hvde Park, among other places. He shares the Federa-
tion objertives for a Christian Social Order.

Everv so often, speaking of objectives, someone suggests &
change in the MFSA statement concerning the “struzgie for
profit™ Of course, a better statement might be made, but anv
failure to challenge the economic base of our societt would be
a serious concession to the status quo and the selfish inleresis
which profit bv #. In ¥his connection a yecent column by Walter
Lippman op the Television Quiz cheating is revealing. Lippman
savs, “The size of the fraud is & bitter reflection on the moral
condition of our society, The principle of that policy is that for
all practical purposes television shall be operared whollr for
private profit. The alternative, which is practiced in one form or
another in almast every other civilized country, is ot for private
profit but {or public service.”-1OYD F. WORLEY, 5375 Farm-
ington: Avepue, Hartford 5, Conn.
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EHIND THE HEADLINES

The teird pzr of e threefold clallenge fram the Soviet
governmen: and Pl tha! Fremaer Khroshobey deft witdh us
Bt jor i marll benell L cnpenoo to show wliose wan
ef Lt car cowni ©b mwenng Uw Tmatena) aud spimtaad
veed T e masde s G Qe develanment of all the capasiie
of gl the hona: £+ Toe par of the challenge did not get e
netn beadizie s the other rwo. ) )

Tue purpos: @ tlas proposal i+ to put concrete content into
the e poaeeli? eestons . Withen thic it becomes just
anotiier pious phrase. Premier Khrashichey recomnized this ganoer
it e aradl- o peaceful eoexistence in Foreign Affairs. ;

Tl proposal for friendh competition has its backeround in
the indusiniai development of the Soviet Union, A guidme sloren
for fuuishinz e fimet Froe Year Plan on time was “To overiabhe
and surpas fh eudmg indusoid nations, particularlc the United
Siates” Tr produse excellence and speed it produstion, friendly
eompetitive cont=t were carned on between plants, departments.
Sl gnd worken. Thev stll are. Thic procedure is generallv
calied “sovialiss competiton”. It is a combination of competition
and cooperatier. beoause methods are shared end results are
pooded, ta the benefit of all concemed.

Ti: propo-od Internationsz] competition would be mutually
heneficial to both sides. 3t would increase the trade that would
help each side develop more economic strength 25 mutual ecou-
omic relations did in the early thirties, In this process the ten-
£ioms guniving from the cold war would be lessened according
te e privciple that mutually beneficial trade inereases under-
standing and goodwill. Premier Khrushchev mentionsed this in
preseniing his proposal to the U. N. To succeed ip it purpose
o showing the full strength ‘of each eystem to the world this
mutually beneficial competition has to become cooperative. This
t would do as Premier Khrushchev pointed out, by removing
International restrictions on trade and cultural eachange, and re-
fraining fram conducting the ideolopical discussion in the cold
vwar manner of name calling and accusstions. This rative
competition is what friendship between the United States and
the Soviet Union means today,

The larper end longer sipnificence of this challenge to com-
petidve, mutually beneficial coexistenpe is that it offers the only
w2y to change the social order withourt the armed conflict which
today means puclear war. The long and widehy accepted belief
that this cannot be done has now to yield to the eategorical im-
perative that it has to be done because, as both sides admit,
zpeither can win & puclear war,

The first response to this part of the Soviet challenge, accord-
ir.g to Reston of the N. Y. Times, came before Premier Khrush-
chev srrived. It was formed to his expected proffer. -

*He wil undpubtedly be told that he can have all the pescaful
compe ftion he wants provided &t is really peaceful snd mo! interrupted
by Commumist military pressure a3 in the present situation in Laos - . -
wittuni! the elmination of pretsure no amount of €]k sbout peaceful
competition is likeh to lessen the fhction between the two worlds™

- Io implving Sovie! responsibility the State Dega.r:ment ad-
mittad it had no evidence end none has been found since. Also
the Soviet Government had just proposed an international .com-
mission to settle the laos dispute. Total disarmament would
automatically end the question of military pressure, just as it
weuid end the rearmament of Germany and change the Soviet
attitude toward ending the erisis in Western Europe. .
After Premier Khrushrhev arrived, Vice-President Nixon
reported on October 7, in Washington te bave challenged the
Suviet Union to renounce subversion as well ac open aggression
5o that “peaceful competiion can remsin peageful” He said
ne word sbout our renouncing subversion. o

*If competition between mations is to remain peaceful there woust

e yules of th- game to whick we all subscribe,”

The Soviet Union would naturally reply that these rules should
b drafted by the international organization composed of all
naticus it proposed should be set up to establich and regulate
the contro] and inspecHon required for total disarmament. The
Vice-President next suggested:

"inat Wt broaden the competition to include the higber cultura! and

spiritual values tha! characterize the trus forward manh of our civik

iration.”

Could it be that the Vice-President has never read Premier
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Khrushobe s repeated ingistenve or compention i teeling Lo
“ragterts' wnd spentus! peed” of manbid-
On Non. 4 it Los Angeles, the Viee-President eularged his
distorvons of Fremier hrustiche s chalienoe.
L L L tUe grewe mstade o o et tie Lommrminas
ground @ athessts  maieriainn Mag fieeds [Nt T I
thas the suintacton of by omoateral needs

on the wow:
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He added that we should weleone Fremisr Khrushobet s ol
ienge to praceic' compranor and declared “Tie | opiret Stase
and our prople will prver stand Jor bemg second best.”

This pute the jssue 0f the tecluizal aud moral seer ot of o
economic and social order on the level of the cheer leader a1 2
collegr fumtball pame.

On simos! the same bevel, aeconding to the N Y. Tumes. our
U. N. Delegation leader Lodoe accepted the Soviel chwllengs
to pesceful competiton in many fiweids bul wid the Awmericen
prople they must work hard to make thetr own svstem: sucteed.

Briehing the Nationa] Assucialion of brosdoasers on ouwr
foreire policy, or October 16, Assictant Secretan of Site for
Fublic Affairs Andrew H. Berding. wiw shapet oli the Depart-
ment’s Public Relations declared that:

“Feaceful Cowxistence B & Soviel deviee to stay out of wnr, @ @

poripone  conflict, while the mternational Commums! movem=nt oon-

tinye: i1> manitest and mwanidold eforms to brnug st the worid-wade
tnumph of communistn over cupitslm.”™
Does thi: mean that 2 majoritv in the State Deprrtment would
rather have nuclear war than peaceful competittve coexistence®

Berding wen: on to describe this kind of coexistence as both
“a prolonged armistice” and & “truee™. This nonsense comes from
the error of ieparating one part of the Soviet proposal from the
other two. How can tota) disarmament be either » truce or &
prolonged armistice®

The deepest significance of the Soviet challenge to friendiv
competition i Toreting the material and spiritual needs of man-
kind is that it would halt the presemt trend toward the destruction
of civilization and the return to barbarism. One of the waming
signs of our times i how far the erosion of chvilization has gone
in our minds and spirits by apathy to the consequences of the use
of more gnd more deadlv weapons egainst non-combatants.

In Korea we bumned to death with jellied gasoline innocent
men, peasants with their wives and children, their live stock
and crops. and their homes. In Hiroshima and Nagasaki we
blasted with atomic fire thousands of men, women and children
who had pever lifted a hand against us, disfigured thousands
more, and poisoned the blood stream and genetic capacities of
other thousands, The fact that we tolerats preparations to do
this on & hundred times larger scale means that the spirit of bar-
barism is still within us. The beginning of the bumane spirit
which is the moral dymamic of civilization in the relations be-
tween social groups was when warring tribes discovered that wan
of extermination were top costlv in the loss of needed lives. Do
we have to wait for more and greater Hiroshimas to prove that
fact to us?

It is no? barbarian hordes from without that we have to fear,
but the spirit of barbarism concealed beneath the indifference to
the toeaning of our stockpile of H bombs and rocket missiles.
This situation calls upon each of us to examine his owD conscience
and conduct, and upon all religious leaders to ask themselves
whether their religion is using its full strength to halt the return
to barbarism.~H.F.W.

Dear Dz, Worley:

1 bave several times failed you badlv enough that it would
seem vou ought to huve given me up, but if vou havent vet
reached that point, I am willing to go on and try to do the best
1 can. Time and again I have been disappointed in my ability
to carry out @y plans as § had hoped. It may be that 1 mey
be able to get to Denver far the meeting there. T have some
very good friends there that I am very anxious to see nbout
that time.

Enclosed find check for the Fedemtion. -
With pratitude to vou for the kind of leadenship vou have
beeu providing the Federation, and to your associates as well

— . . - . . -~

IRWIN R. BEILER, Meadyille, Pa.
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"'" Fresident Dwight D. Eisenhower
- The White House
:;;‘ . ) Washington, D. C.
. Dear Mr, President:
« :-t: Many of our most eminent citizens

. and publications believe the trial of Morton
2 Sobell to have been unfair, or the 30-year

_ sentence excessive., In view of this
B R significant concern, it is disturbing that
e———— ) no action has yet been taken in his behalf.
. BT T
. 1 wish to add my voice to those re-

questing you to commute his sentence to
the time served. Even the possibility that
an innocent man may be imprisoned is a
terrible thing. Each added day of prison
T that Morton Sobell is made to endure --
and he is already in his 10th year -- com-
pounds this tragic situation for the Sobell
family and for our country.

Very sincerely yours,
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Commitiee

Mr.. Morion Sobell

Mri. Rose Sobell
Charmen

HONORARY SPONSORS
(parua! Lsting)
Rev, Groas W. Alesander

" Darid Andrews

Rabbi J. S Bass

Helen M. Beardaley

Leo Berman

Rabbi Samut! Bernsiein
Harold A, Cranefield
Llovd Donnell

Prof. Kermit Eby

Rev, John £ Evans

Rabti Morris Fishman
Rer. Kenneth Ripley Forbes
Waldo Frank

Rev. G. Shubent Frye
Rev. Erwin A, Garde
Marwell Geismar .
Rabbi Robert E. Goldburg
Prof. Erwin R. Geodenough
Rabbi Avery Grossheld
Judge Noreal K, Harmis
Dr. A. Eustace Havdon
Rev. Clarence D, Herriott
Russell Johnson

Res. John Paul Jones
Rev, Jomeph P. King

Ted LeBerthon

D:. Milon Lester

Danie! G. Marshall

Dr, Leo AMayer

Milion Mayer

Louis F. McCabe

Rev. Peter McCormack
Dr. Gardoer Murphy
Rev. Dryden Linsley Phelpe
Prof. Dale Pontics
Howard B. Radest

Prof, Anaio! Rapapornt
Prof. Oscar K. Rice

Lord Bertrand Russell
1'ref. Mzalcolm Sharp

Dr. D. R. Sharpe

Sidney Silverman, M.P.
Rev. Francis & Tocker
D:. Harold © Urey

Mre Clara M. Vincent
Rablbd Jacodb J. Weinxein
Prol. Francis D. Wormuth

To Secure Justice For Morion Sobell

©40 BROADWAY [Entronce on 22nd Street] NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

Algonguin 4598)

February, 1960

1
Dear Friend: ) S 1

Frequently a current heppening makes a very deep end
lasting bridge between personal and national experi-
ences. The events of the last few weeksg involving
the outbreaks of swastika paintings have made 1t clegr
once more to me, in & corpletely different situetion
unrelated to our case, that the immoralities end ocut-
rages of history to not permit themselves to be for-
gotten., These recent outbreaks have shown that vwhen
injuastices are glossed over they result in welignant
and explogive growths, Although my husband, Morton
Sobell, is but one individual, &nd our family & small
one, atill the principle remains true, By defending
the rights of &n innocent human being, our country's
traditions are being upheld.

Enclosed ie a report to the Preaident which, together
with a statement from an eminent group of Israelis
which came too late to be included, is s most en-
couraging summary of the great concern surrounding
the injustice done in the case of my husband.

Since it 48 of primary importance to enlist additional
help from the great newspapers in our country, we
should like to ask that you write to the editor of
the New York TIMES or the New York HERALD TRIBUNE.
Such a letter, not necessarlly for puciication, would
inform the editor of your concern regarding our case
and would lead to further explorstion and editoriale
recommending a commutation of sentence. For your
convenience we have listed the editors and their
addresses below. Your recomrendation to these
representative newspapers will be.of great importance,
and we hope you will feel that it is an appropriste
and worthwhile action to take,

1 also urge with 211 my heart that you continue to do
whatever you can to help so that this may be the year
%n whécg Mortont's ten long years of imprisonment will

e ended. ’

Very sincerely yours,

{Mrs. Morton Scbell)

Addresses: Mr. Charles Mergz, Editor, The New York Tmes,
229 W. 43rd Street, New York City

¥r. Rovert M. White II, Editor, The New
York Kerald Tribune, 230 W, 41st Street,
New York City.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUBSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1960

Letters to The Times

To Free Gold and Sobell

Clemency Believed in Order in View
-~g¢f Tern Years' Imprisonment

ToTH: Eorrok or THE NEw YoRK TIMEE:
We should like, wilh your per.
mission, to direct public stiention
to the cases of two men now serv-
Ing sentences of thirly vears' fim-
prisonmernt for espionage. We fee!
that In bolh cases the sentences
were excesslve and that—a full
decade bhaving passed—an ast of
ciemency is how in order.

The first case is that of Harry
Gold, who cooperated futly with the
aulhorities in exposing Boviet es-
pionage activities in this counlry,
but who nevertheless (for reasans
beyond our comprehension)  re-
ceived this extreme sentence. He
now languishes in jail. While both
Allen Nunn Mav and Klaus Fuchs
were far more important and gin-
Ister figures than Gold, neither evi-
Genced any Dpoticeable change of
heart; neither rendered any assist-
ance to hls GCovernment; and yet
they are now pet free, while Gold
rermainy in prison. We submit that
this is an absurd injustice which
cught to be remedied.

The second case iz that of Morton
Bobell. We agree with the jury that
SBobell-—who protests his innocence
—Wwas guilty of espionage beyond a
reasonabie doubt. But we think
that ten years is an ample sentence
for what BSobell actually did and
that, having served the term, he

shou!d now be released.

Lack ¢f Evidencs

Sobell was tried together with
Julius snd Eihe! Rosenberg, who
were convicted of supplying atomic
data to Soviet apeniy and were later
executed. The only witness against
him, Mzax Elitcher, stated merely
that Sobell had tried, without suc-
cess, to pge! military information
from him for the benefit of the Bo-
vie: Union. Elitcher said nothing
about stomic espionage, as Judge
Kaufman sdmitted in sentencing
Bobell: “The evidence in the case
did not point to any activity on
your part in connection with the
atom bornb project.”
This & why the Iate Judge Jerome
Frank of the United States Court of
Appesals for the Becond Circuit dis-
sented from the opinion of his two
colleagues in upholding the verdict
on Sobell
In view of the fact that ho atomic
espionage was even alieged against
ki, and that the sole witness testi-
ried merely to unsuccessful attempts
to procure information, we think
that Sobel] should now be relessed
from priscn,
{We do not mention David Green-
glass, another principal involved in
this ease, whose teslimony as a €o-
operative witness played a key Tole,
becaust he was sentenced io filteen
vears and has been eligible for pa-
role for some time. His applications
for parole have been uncharitably
denied seven times. What we have
said above applied a fortiori to bim.)
NATHAN GLAYEE, GIONEY HooK,
IsviNG KrigToL, DWIGHET MAC-
DONALD,
New York, Feb. §, 1960.

reprinted as a public service by

The Commitree to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell
940 Brosdway, N. Y. C.

AL 4-9983
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December, 1959 \Df}o

Dezr Friend:

1l am mailing my letter to President Eisenhower asking him to please
grant freedom to my son, Morton-Sobell, during thie holiday sezson.

Thig is Morton's J0th year of prison, Won't you act now to make it the
last? Please add vour letter to mine, and belp us tc reach more people by
sending us 2 contribution,

Adl over the couniry Americans are asking the President to commute
Morton's sentence, Because there is such etrong suppori, we believe the

tirmme has come when the President will listen.

Enclosed is a letter for you to send. Add your signature and your
address to it. Then address the envelope to Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower,

The White House, Washington, D, C.
When you have mailed your letter, think of your friends and neighbors
who should be helping too, and order more letters from us, §
We are waiting for your order, and for your dollars. Send them in

n!

.3
vy W

x. the enclosed Sobell Committee returrn envelope. Each contribution of §15
Tore that you make pays for one thousand letters, Please pay for as many &6
-3 you can, please use as many as you can, o]
S S I thank you with all my heart, for Morton, his wife Helen, the children, '
3 our Committee, and myself, i
i - With deepest appreciation, '
.'l - 1
- - i
- A4 L
| Loae ried) |
T : Rose Scbell
.. P.S5. We know that there have already been replies to these letters, Please ;
_ let us know the response to yours. i
' - :
N Mrs. Rose Sobell : 2 B
- . Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell '
- . 940 Broadway, New York 10, N, Y, . . }
= '1.- 1 I
T - ‘ - - % Ii
DU S - ; i}
> ) - - ) o T il
- Y CRT RS GrpRe S.Y - }..-mm* agad e i .- i - — ;
/ ﬁ

President Dwight D, Eisenhower

e The White House
.} ‘ﬁl,] Washington, D, C,
- _OJ,_, Dear Mr. President!:
Wz
~ I wish to add my voice to those of
Z5 the many clergymen and other eminent
Ll » Americans recommending a commutation
- ) Sz 3 o Z of sentence for Morton Sobell, who is en-
- i E & o during his 10th year of imprisonment.
D_a E ; [ = . S
Y Q w
— E:‘E U :é ’c:; I hope that you will grant freedom
. o t 3’ E o > this holi_day season 10 Mr. Sobell -- many
d S Sz 3 - of our distinguished citizens believe he
) 83: ] was convicted on flimsy testimony and
7= ] given an unduly harsh sentence.
- g F{  Season's greetings and best wishes
o of good health for you and your family.,
Sincerely yours,

2N
MY I
k:'u:r"'s;f
(3 52§ 1
eE 2 '
2 X g
- £
¥
F
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Yeu are cordially invited

1

i

.

v

!

BT et ey e .

M T ¥ W s -

k)

Reverend }oh:FHE vnes Holmes
rofessor Vit Faschkis
Reverend A4 ] Moste
‘Rabki Herr Halpemn

Jerome Nathanson
Maywell Geismar
Murrar Kempton
D:. Leo Mayer
Max Easrman
Conrad Lynn
Howard Radest
John F. Finerty
Norman Thomas
i Dwight Macdonald
D:. Horace Kallen
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr
Keverend Thomas Kilgore

Reverend Donald Harringron
i
F

to attend a public discussion of a very urgent issue

THE CASE OF
MORTON SOBELL

Tuesday <~ May 24th, 1960 o 8:15 P.M.

The Community Church

40 East 35th Street «~ New York

There will be no admission charge

Panel of Speakers

U.S. Congressmm
Randall S. Harmon
10th District, Indiana

Norman Thomas

Chairman

William Kunstler

Professor of law, New York Law School
Author of radio program “Justice”, and
Moderator of “Pro & Con,” wuca Radio

Reverend Thomas Kilgore

Dwight Macdonald
Conrad Lynn
Mrs. Morton Sobell

the Sobell case made by an erninent
group of theologians and law professors
based on their independent study.

See reverse side for a statement on D




I —— e Ea— = — = - — e— < - - L

The following statermnent on the Morton Sobell case was
made by the undersigned after their independent study:

STATEMENT
! ON THE CASE OF
" MORTON SOBELL

L [ A PP R

Ry

The undersigned are American citizens who believe that the sentence of
Morton Sobell should now be commuted, Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to
transmit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the
Urnited States and was sentenced on April 1, 1851 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison.

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who were convicted
of espionage in connection with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later
execuled. Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic
espionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted, This fact was confirmed by the judge
who sentenced Sobell,

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The under-
signed are and consistently have been convinced anti-Communists, None is associated with
any organization, committee, or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the
Rosenbergs cor that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with
Morton Sobell or any members of his family, After study of the case, we believe that the
following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell is now
serving.

- - . 1) Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the T
Fosenbergs were convicted.

LI

2) ‘The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one
man, Max Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken
something which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. No specific item of informa-

. tion supposed to have been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified

4 in the record. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof.
che possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should be construed as
'ight cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations.

v 3) Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide
—-= @& fair trial, we ought to recegnize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs
and the fact that Sobell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two cases
and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence introduced
- ~10 support them respectively,

4} * Sobell has already served, with good conduct, npearly eight years in prison,
. six of them in Alcatraz.

5) As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communism to our free-
dom and way of life. Any attack on that freedom from without or within must be resisted.
Nevertheless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to
practice a discipline and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases where |
emotions are arcused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits of a specific
case. We believe a commutation of the Sobell Sentence would demonstrate ocur national faith in

= that freedom,

-

JOHN C. BENNETT, Dean and Professor of Ethics and Theology, Union Theological Semmary
PAUL RAMSEY, Professor of Religion, Princeton University

EDMOND CAHN, Professor of Law, New York Univergity

DANIEL DAY WILLIAMS, Professor of Systemstic Theology, Union Theological Seminary
.EROME NATHANSON, Administrative Leader, New York Society for Ethica! Culture _
GLRYARD 0. W. MUELLER, Associate Professor of Law, New York University

oe-

{titles are for identification only)

T '--M-!rr

REINHOLD "\'IEBL"HR Vice-President and Professor of Fthics and Theology, Union Theclogical Seminary, New York City
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Reverend JohrFisnes Holmes
Professor Vicior Paschkis
Reverend A ]. Muste
Rabb: Harry Halpern
Jerome Nathanson -
Maxwell Geismar
Murray Kempron
D: Leo Marver
May Eastman
Conrad Lynn
Howard Radest
John F. Finerty
Norman Thomas
Dwight Macdonald
D+. Horace Kallen
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr
Reverend Thomas Kilgore

Reverend Donald Harrington -

< § SRS o S, LS S

1o attend a public discussion of a very urgent issue

THE CASE OF
MORTON SOBELL

Tuesday o May 24th, 1960 m 8:15 P.M.

‘The Community Church
40 East 35th Street .~ New York

There will be no admission charge

Panel of Speakers Chairman

U. S. Congressman William Kunstler

Randall S. Harmon
10th District, Indiana

Nom Thomas
Reverend Thomas Kilgore
Dwight Macdonaid
Conrad Lynn

Mrs, Morton Sobell

See reverse side for a statement on

the Sobell case made by an eminent
group of theologians and law professors
based on their independent study,

Professor of law, New York Law School
Author of radio program “Justice”, and
Moderator of “Pro & Con,” wuca Radio
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The {cllowing statement on the Morton Sobell case was

made by the undersigned after their independent study:

L]

ol

- —rry——

" A STATEMENT
'ON THE CASE OF
'MORTON SOBELL

i e 4 e

The undersigned are American citizens who believe that the sentence of
Morton Sobell should now be commuted, Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to
iransmit to the Soviet Union writings and’information relating 1o the national defense of the
United States and was sentenced on April 1, 1851 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison.

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who were convicted
of espionage in connection with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later
executed, Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic
espionape for which the Rosenbergs were convicted, This fact was confirmed by the judge

who sentenced Sobell,

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The under-
signed are and consistently have been convinced anti-Communists. None is associated with
any organization, commitiee, or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the
Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with
Morton Sobell or any members of his family. After study of the case, we believe that the
following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell is now

BETVING.

S 1) / Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the
Rosenbergs were convicted.

2) The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one
man, Max Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken
something which looked like a can of {ilmn to Julius Rosenberg, No specific item of informa-
tinn supposed to have been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified
i the record. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof.

7 .e possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should be construed as
flight cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations.

-

3) Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide
a fair trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs
and the fact that Sobell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two cases
and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence introduced

4 support them respectively. A

oo 4) " Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison,

&ix of them in Alcatraz,

5) As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communism to our free-
dom and way of life. Any attack on that freedom from without or within must be resisted.
Nevertheless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to
practice a discipline and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases where
emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits of a specific
ease. We believe a commutation of the Sobell Sentence would demonstrate our national faith in

1hat freedom.

L - - . - - - - et . L.

REI“HOLD NIEBUHR, Vice-President and Professor of Ethics and Theology, Union Theological Seminary, New York City
JOHN C. BENNETT, Dean and Professor of Ethics and Theology, Union Theological Seminary
PAUL RAMSEY, Professor of Religion, Princeton Urziversity ['

TLMOND CAHN, Professor of Law, New York University .
L ANIEL DAY WILLTAMS, Profeczor of Srstematic Theology, Union Theological Seminary

JEXOME NATHANSON, Administrative Lesder, New York Society for Ethieal Culture
GERHARD 0. W. MUELLER, Associate Professor of Law, New York University

<

(titles are for identification only)
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Many of our most eminent citizens
and publications believe the trial of Morton
Sobell to have been unfair, or the 30-year
sentence-excessive, In view of this
significant concern, it is disturbing that

no action has yet been taken in his behalf,

1 wish to add my voice to those re-
guesting you to commute his sentence to
the timme served. Even the possibility that
an innocent ynan may be imprisoned is .a
terrible thing. Each added day of prison
that Morton Sobell is made to endure =~
and he is already in his 10th year -- com-
pounds this tragic situation for the Sobell
family and for our country,

- - Very sincerely yours,

I
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: Letters to the Editor

Mhen Sociery Kills

ode

R AT T R

Kevorkian’s report st the
AAAS meeting the undeserved

('p’._

: In your edition of Dee¢. 28,

¥ou reported on Dr, Kevor-
ian’s proposal for “judicial
euthanasia ” It i the funds.
menial immorality of capitgl
punishment itself which en.
ables such Plans o be dis.
cussed, just as it was the
policy of e€xiermination dj.
recied against the Jews which
made i1 possible for the Nazj
doctors 1o perform their ex.
Periments,

Among mice the abnormal
Young are eaten by the par-
enis. Is sociely then not only
to eat its “abnormal™ offspring,
but to seek 1o profit by such
Ineans? Can we no!, with all
the millions of dollars being
spent for instruments of de.
struction find a betler way to
advance medical science?

Obviously in times of great
lension such as the period of
the Salem witcherafy trials,
the Sacco-Vanzetij trial, and
the Korean wer with the Ro-
senberg Sobell trial, this pro-
Posal can serve as a horribie
weapon in the hands of un-
scrupulous men, Certainly in

Punishment inflicted on friends
and relatives of execuled per-
sons. But the more iroportant
point which I made was with
respect to my husband, Morton
Sobell, who was tried with
Ethel and Juliug Rosenberg,
and who, with them maintained
his innocence. My husband was
prejudiced, as js every code-
fendan! in 2 case where death
is decreed. in the sentence im-
posed on him, and in the eon-
tinuing difficully of obtaining
a new trial which would raise
a gquestion colicerning two
people who are already dead.

If out of the suffering of
nine years imprisonment of
my husband, and from the
Questionings and doubts on his
behalf and onp behalf of the
Rosenbergs eould come g fe-
examination of the use of cap
ftal punishment, some good
wouid have been derived. Cez-
tainly history wij] pProve their
innocence. What then?

MRS. MORTON SOBELL.

New York.

2 -7-:-—. g g T

i

-y

e e
. .

- ; ' such circumstanqes the theory
- of voluntary choice eguld be
e - come an empty ritusl too

I : easily evaded to serve sz a 3
L a0 guarantee io any individual
S . " who had already been rejected
’ . by society..
= ' T It is true that I have & par-

ticular sensitivity to this prob-
b Y . . - lem and did mention in the
o discussion period following Dr.

teprinted &s & public service by

The Committee 1o Secure Justice for Morzon Sobell
940 Broadway, N. Y. C. AL 4.9983
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Here are Lut a few examples o ; .
of what America’s conscience says about the Sobe" case

PRS- e i - s b — S S PRSI T T PR R o . '

NARAE
. I'he Central Labar Union Council of Min-
. neapolis, representing 100, 000 workers,
' calls fur @ new teial, ., The Brotherhivod of Painters,
{ Pecorators, Paperhangers, Lucal 867, Cleveland, asky
i Presideut Eiscohower "to tahe nocessary action to sucure

f’!‘-‘f"f‘?‘ﬂ"‘i‘—‘flﬁ

Sl et

Gicad

L““ The California Demo-
cratic Council, in asking

a review by the President: "There does exist the possi-

bility of human error in matters of judgruent whun that

judgment has been subjected to the political tensivns of

the day," .., U. §, Congressman Randall S, Harmon,
Indiana: "The possibility that an innocent man is im-
prisoned calls for careful study and pasitive action, "

ultimate justice.", .. Labor attorneys Haruld Crancfield
of Detruit aud Gerhard Van Arhel of Washingtou have b
ashed Subuell's release,

SIS T e TR ey T

bl e it il dpmts i FRN

Norman Thomas: "Suppose . o Lo , ' .
Mr, Sobell were guilty as oo R L R .
: charged. What kind of justice is it that gives him 30 3 . L , v )
5 years senlence, 8ix years in Alcatraz, and still refuses , A ' e . ‘
to consider any kind of reduction?'... Roger Baldwin, A o - o . !
Chairman, latcrsativnal League for the Rights of Man: ! o f ' ——
"{ i opposcd to the coutinued imprisonment of Morton o f‘ : '
Sobell on the ground that the sentence was far too exces- w0 ' to ] I‘
‘ sive fur the offense, dictated by the hysteria then sur- i R . ' .- '
rounding spy charges, ! : .o o | '
B BpPY (3 .
P b Coen =
- - i - ; : bt e st | 1
t } ] y
1000 clergymen of different faiths have l g k Nobel Prize scientigt | .
appealed for Morton Sobell's freedom, Dr, Harold C, Urey: ;‘ . bt
t The Central Counference of American Rabhis has usked . Yl am astounded at how little there was about Sobell in the i .
i Fresident Eiscnhower to review the case., ., Reverend ; \ trial., You caunot tell what he is even suppused to have i . o
4 Poter MeCormack, Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz ' 4 done,".,,Historian Carleton Beals calls Sobell's convie~ | RS ’
. while Mortos Sobell was unprisoaed there, says: "The !. " tion a "brazen denial of elementary rights" and "so absurd| ' i
fopnoere §oaputied, the mnute convineed I became of the 1 9 it is incredible, ", .. Law professors frum Yale, the Uni- } ' L
T than's Lfeosence, Tome uo cry has had such merif to versity of Chicago, New York University and other leadiag | by
J It as thcory tor justice fur Muarten Sobell, ' iustitutions have asked for Morton Sobell's freedom, - : 4
. ) ) R 1 - ~ . i
' : l " U R . Lot ' Sy . : . '
. Wt L. CeT ’ . l‘ vl
. For more information or to ;ien.d 8 fmancml contnbutwn L A L e
: 1o hela Morton gobell's appeal;“ : ] TR, .
. ;1 )
: Y ¢ Please s yetact f 1 o
r R B The Caminittee §2 becur‘?j tice fol“‘ulﬂl'hw‘@bpl,\ .
'- S foe, 930 Brosdway, New B ;;h 10, Ne o Yeura ok 4
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. Lm Urcent public Essucs

f£ ° FREEDOM
N FOR

¢ 1 KORTON
e SOBELL

o Reverend John Haynes Holmes ¢
- _ ) Professor Victor Paschkis Morahn Sobell has been in prison tor ? _
= : o Reverend A. J. Muste neariy fen yeors. The charge: con- |
; ’ : : ! spirocy 10 commit espionage. The (3
R::x::r?"l:?a:gs;n sentence: 30 yeors. Mme, Sobell hos L
Maxw u:; 2 from the beginning maintained his i
BXWEL 2 eismar innocence. Mony who hove studied
- - z Murray kemplon the triol record of his case ore on- 28
= [;; Leé’ Mayer vinced ©f @ miscardioge of pustice. : § .
_ * ax Eastman !
: iy Conrad Lynn i~
- Lo Howard Radesl
- » o John F. Finerty _ :
e \ Norman Thomas : :
T i Dr. Horace Kallen e
- : Dwight Macdonald
e . Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr
) 35 .- - Reverend Thomas Kilgore '
- . Reverend Donald Harrington
1 Invite you to o t
RN .
. ? )
A read this summary of a meeting, attended by 600 persons, whzgh we, o :
- = the above, sponsored 10 discuss an urgent public 1ssue. T (_ZAbE OF - i
MORTON SOBELL. The meeting was held at the Community Church’ oy
, - . of New } ork on May 24th. .-
. ' H %
) ) ; $
: ._ ' ;
- ) .‘ Wﬂ_—-:a——---r—- "; g
T
. ¥
!
H



Chairman: WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER, stiorney, associate professor st
Naw York Law Schoul, author of radio program *‘Justice’ and moducsator
ol “*Pro snd Con'’ prugram, WMCA radio;

Beture giving you ¢ e background on the Sobell case, 1 want to
wake it quite clear thut 1 am speaking for myself and not for any of the
institutions with which 1 am associated, The Rosenberg and Sobell
Citaes were, unfortunately, intertwined. When the joint case went to the
three-judge Court ol Appeals for the Scecond Cireuit, Judge derome
Frank dissented. He voted to give Subell a new trial on the ground that
Hon. frving §8. Kaulman, the trial judge, had permitted the case to go
ta the jury with only one conspirucy pointed out when in reality there
might be twu conspiracies, the one in which Sobell might have heen
ivolved hoving, as Judge Koutman himself admitted, no *“connection
with the atim bunb project.”

While 1 believe the Husenbergs were guilty, it is questionable whether
there was sullicient evidence against Sobell to have gone to the jury. My
study of the case indicates the possibility that he may be innocent, but
in any event, | feel thut his sentence was unjustifiably severe and that
the ten years he has spent in Alcatraz and Atlanta are ample punishment,

The chiel witness upainst Sobell was a former friend named Max
Elitcher. In his testimony, which was wotally uncorroborated, he said
that Sobell had inducted him into the Communist Party. Elitcher men-
tivned o number of conversations in which he said Sobell had usked him
10 {1} obtain espionage recruits, (2) obtain classified infurmation about
fire control systems, and (3) remain with ihe Navy Department. He also
stated that Julius Rusenbierg had mentioned Sobell at one time as being
part of au espionage group, )

There was one other portion of Elitcher's testimony that suggested
that Sobell was involved in some sort of ncbulous contact with some
very uhspecitic espionage. Elitcher said that he drove to New York from
Washington in the sumier of 1948 and when he arrived at Sobell’s home
in Flushing, informed him that he thought he had been fullowed by
several cars on the trip north. He testitied that Sobell became very
sgituted and asked him to drive with him in his car to the neighborhood
in Muanhattan where Julius Rosenberg lived. While Elitcher remained
sitting in the car, Sobell disappeared for half an hour with what Elitcher
thought looked like a canof 35 mm filn,

On cross-examination, Elitcher admitted he was extremely frightened
by the tact that e had licd under oath on an application for government
cipoynient and that he was worried aboul a perjury prosecution, But
he admitted thig he had hopes “that the best will happen to me."”

The only othér evidence against Sobell consisted of proof that he left
for Mexico in June of 1950 before the arrest of Julius Rosenbery. He
intormed Williain Danziger, a former City College classmate, that he
was taking a vacation with his family. While in Mexico, he used various
aliases and made trips to the Mexican seaports of Vera Cruz and Tampico.

-

} .

What may have hurt Sobell the most so far a3 the jury was concer‘ncd.
was his failure to testify at the trial. This was, of course, a decision
made by his attorneys. 1f 1 had been conducting his defense 1 don't
know what I would have done on this score. But in the light of hindsight,
I think this worked against him, particularly as it lett unanswered
Elitcher's accusations, the reasons for the Mexican trip and the use of
aliases. It was a calculated risk at best, the more so when one recalls
that the North Korean aggression, which started in Junc of 1950, had
put some heat into the cold war. In the light of this country’s under-
standable reaction, Mortap Sobell’s silence was a grave mistake and
undoubtedly contributed to his conviction.

DWIGHT MACDONALD, suthor, ctitic, writer for the NEW YORKER
and ESQUIRE magazines:

I'm here because 1 believe Mortan Sobell has been unjustly treated.
The nine years he has served are more than enough punishiment fur the
crime of which he was convicted. I've read the entire court record of the
Rosenberg-Sobell case and 1 must say I think they received a fair trial.
I'm also sorry to say that | think Sobell was guilty beyond reasonable
doubt.

Nevertheless, it was never clear why in the world Sobell should have
been tried along with the Rosenbergs. When he sentenced Sobell, Judge
Kaufman said; **The evidence in the case did not point to any activity on
your part in connection with the atomic bomh pruject,” which is quite
explicit. And then he went on to sentence him 1o 30 years,

Now this is a fantastic sentence, even if you think as I do that Sobell
was guilty. (1 may be wrong, I hope Lam wrong.} But anyway, the only
thing he was shown to have done was extremely vague and nebulous. |
don't remember a single piece of concrete data which Elitcher was able
to bring up that was actually passed on.

[ don't understand why the Supreme Court, which in general has been
quite good in the last ten years, didn’t do something about this whole
case. | opposed the death sentence against the Rosenbergs on moral
grounds, and on the practical ground that Judge Kautman and the
people who allowed the thing to go through dealt a very great blow to
the United States throughout the world. This country appears especially
bad when you think of the sentences that England imposed on Alan
Nunn May, and especially Klaus Fuchs, May got 10 years. Fuchs gt
14 and was released a year or so ago alter serving nine years.

The Rosenberys are dead. We can't do anything shout this miscarriage
of justice. But justice can still be done to Morton Sohell, and also to
Harry Guold, who unlike Sobell, cooperated fully with the American
authorities and yet was given J0 years.
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NORMAN THOMAS:

My own position on the Sobell case is admirably summarized in this
virry suceinet statement which has been widely given out (study by
group ol theologians and law prolessors including Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr,
and Professor Edmiond Cahn of the New York University law school,
calling the case against Sobell *'vague in content and slender in proof”
and asking commutation of sentence). [ am quite convinced that Mr,
Sobell should have had anether trial, in view of the facts ciled heve and
alsa in view of the dubious administration of due process in the manner in
which he was hauled out of Mexico. 1 was disappointed that the Supreme
Court did not grant that trinl. Of myself, I am not convinced by what |
have read, either of his complete innocence or of his guilt.

‘Thig case demonstrates a peculiarly twisted idea of justice. Suppose
Mr. Sobell were guilty as charged. What kind of justice is it that pives
him 30 years sentence, six years in Alcatraz, and still refuses to consider
any kind of reduction? Men have committed horrible crimes of which
there has not been the slightest doubt and got the sentence of 10 years,
15 vears, and have been admitted to parole. But not Sobell,

Uinder our law we have denied the existence of a special category of
political prisoners. They're all criminals — the gangster, the murderer,
the rapist — and so is the Communist and we treat them all alike. But
we dan't. The embezzler, yes the murderer, has a better chance of getting
parole under ¢ertain circumstances,

This is a shame to the country. It's a weakness that we, 8o strong —
that we who dare to say we lead the free world, that somehow, some-
where inside us there is such a spirit of fear, of dread, of hate, or venge-
ance that we mete out 30 years to Sobell for what he did, without mercy.
And God knows we mete out perhaps death to Henry Winston, a Smith
Act prisener whose sight is almost gone through a brain tumor. But the
sentence still stands, no mercy, no parole. .

Men who are too sophisticated to say it, men who perhaps won't admit
it 1o themselves, those men carry on their misconceptions of justice and
mercy hecause they think you and I like it. :

REVEREND PETER McCORMACK of Son Francisco, former Protestont
chaplain at Algotraz while Morton Sobell was imprisoned there:

“Best wishes fira, successful meettng. Truth and justice will prevail.
Morton Sobell will be vrindicated. Hundreds of clergy who signed the clergy
appeal stand fast in their belief that Sobell is innocent. We join vou in
urging his release.”’

- ———
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‘MRS. MORTON SOBELL:

If those who believe that Morton is guilty are willing to stand up here
on this platform tonight and ask for his release, how much more is it my
responsibility, who know his innocence to ask that you be concerned with
this case! . .

We are going back into the courts 10 ask for a new trial, which would
surely vindicate my hushand. During the last year we have seen many
requests for a commutation and for a new trial of Morton’s case, inchud-
ing appeals by professors of law at New Y ork, Chicago, Yale, Cornell and
Northwestern Universities. Almost one thousand clergymen have asked
for Morton's freedom. The Women's International Lengue for Peace and
Freedom has asked for o re-examination of this case, as has the California
Democratic Council in a meeting of 3,000 delepates. There have heen,

among others, editorials in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY, the PORT-

LAND OREGONIAN, the MILWAUKEE JOURNAL. On the world
scene, Lord Bertrand Russell, Martin Buber, a group of 15 prominent
Israelis, Pablo Casals, Jean-Paul Sartre, and many others have asked
for Morton's freedom.

This decade has not been lacking in sorrow and suffering for us as a
family. We wanted, Morton and I, to have more children together. We
wanted to live normal lives. Despite prison, we have tried to do this in
every way we could. We love each other dearly. For the sake of children,
and because Morton is a fine person and a competent scientist, we need
him at home. Please help.

ROGER BALDWIN, Chairman, internotional Lengue for the Rights
of Man:

I am opposed to the continued imprisonment of Morton Sobell on the
ground that the sentence was far (oo excessive for the offense, dictated by the
hvsteria then surrounding spv charges. The injustice done under the pres-
sures of the time should be righted, so far as that is possible, by a speedy
commutation to the time served, already too long.”

CAREY McWILLIAMS, editor of the Nation magazine:

“I have always thought that Sobell was improperly convicted and that the
evidence against him was wholly insufficient, This is no recent conerction.
I have thought this wav for a long time, and had occaston to say so al a
Sobell dinner meeting in Chicago quite some years ago.”
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CONRAD LYNN, attorney speciabzing in the civil libartios figid:

1 can't clatns to come here tonight with a dispassionate view of the
evidunee sgainst Sybell. By nature, | am a partisan. 1 want to congratu-
fute not only the speskers, but this sudience. [t's a sign that the
McCarthy perviod is coming to an end,

We once again sce stirring the spirit that animated the rebel, Patrick
Henry, to say, “Give me liberty or give me death.” We're getting more
of that spirit from those Southern Negro students. There is an upsurge,
not just uf Negroes. Because their conditiony are the most severe, it ig
only natural that they should muke the first break. This resurgence ia
the guarantee we have that political prisoners such as Morton Sobell
will be free.

At the time that Morton Sobell was convicted, we had a classic instance
of the pressure and influence of the mob spict, and | say mob spirit because
any inass pressure for conviction, regardless of evidence, 1s a moly spirit.

Regardless of the minutiae of evidence and regardless of the debates
over whether this bit should have turned the scales or that bit, when we
kpow that this savage sentence was meted out in the atmosphere of the
Lime in which it was rendered, then we have an obligation at another
peviod such as this 1o demand a review.

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM MEYER, Democrat, Yermont:

“ 1 am nolt rained in the law but | have attem pted 1o study the background.
This effort convinced me that Morton Sobell did not receive @ fair and
udequate trial. 1 hate corresponded with the President and have urged him
o vansend o g new trial. Although, | huve been unsuccessful, 1 am even more
cantinced thgt o new triad 1s essential to the muintenance of American
standurds of Jusieg. I make no reference to innocence or guilt; 1 make no
pleas for clemency or mercy. Lo askung or demanding that impartial justice
be rendered to one man regardless of conditions, | am aware of the fact that
1 speak out for the future of all men."”'

s ——

UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN RANDALL §. HARMON, Democrat,
10th District, Indiana;

I consider it my duty to participate in this meeting because wherever
there are questions of justice involved, every American should examine
the facts. It is good that men of conscience and integrity who are highly
respected throughout the country are uniting to sponsor this public
discussion in the case of Morton Sobell. 1 have looked into Sobell’s case
and | am convinced that the 30-yeur sentence is completely out of line.

Mr. Sebell, now in his 10th year of prison, has always maintained his
innocence. The possibility that an innocent man is imprisoned calls for
careful study and positive action, It would, 1 believe, be in the public
interest that Sobell be freed, and I intend to do everything in my power
to see that this be done as quickly as possible.

I don't know anything about the other people that were involved in
this same case. 1've never thought that capital punishment was the

- answer. Perhaps one reason why Morton Sobell has been imprisoned this

long and why they won’t give him another day in court is because it
might be discovered that these other people were also innucent.

HOWARD RADEST, minister and leader of the Bergen, Now Jersey,
Ethical Society:

I think the innocence or guilt of a human being is not to be bandied
in words before a large audience. What 1 am coneerned about is the
strange picture of human beings in the middle of the 20th century, with
so many big things going on, who are willing to devote time and energy
and effort to consider the fate of one single living human being. If we
ghould ever lose this ability to be concerned about one, then whatever else
we gain, we bave indeed lost. The important thing that you can do as you
go home is to let others know about the case and about what is being

done. This would be just as important as those who can give money.
Do both. .
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This brochure it reprinted a3 ©
pubhc service from the od which
appeored in the New Yori
Temves of June 20, 1960 .

If you agree with the speakers that Morion Sobell should be released,”

please write directly to The President of the United States, The White
House, Washington, D.C., and fill out the following form and mail it today.

—_——— e . e —— e v . e e — —

Sponsors of the Sobell Discussion Meeting

P.D.Box No, 343, Madison Square Station, New York 10, N.Y.

I would like to be included emong those supporting the plea to the
President for commuting the 30 year sentence for Morton Sobell to the

time already served, almost 10 years.

Noms
Address
City ond Stote -
O My signature may be mede pub- 0O 1 request that my sighature
lic alonp with other signers of be made public.
this eppeal.
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A statement by lmcin Edelman, the “intruder” who €n 1958 faced
the resistance and sabotage of the Rosenberg defense eommittee ¢n his
elmost successful effort to save Julius & Ethel Rosenberg from death.

1 SUBMIT s meat serious charge ageainst the
leaders of the Sobe}l defense, committee. 1 accuse them
of deliberately holdEng back from the courts of law and
the court of public opinion certain vital facte which
seven vears a8go could heve saved the Rosenbergs and
today can force the liberation of Morton Sobell. 1 am
well aware that this charge will shock some good
people but it is high time that good people are shocked.

In November 1952 I published a pamphlet in
which 1 displaved what—at best—was & shocking
blunder committed in the Rosenberg-Sobell trial by
the Rosenberg defense attorney, Emenuel H. Bloch.
The pamphlei attracted the attention of a Nashville
attornev, Fyke Farmer, who went in for research and
uncovered additional important defense errors of which
I as & layman had no conception. When he brought
them to the attention of Bloch and the Committee
headg, they displayed mnot the elightest inclination to
make use of them.

The upshot was that, after making every reason-
able effort to get Bloch and/or the Committee to act,
Mr. Farmer, & few davs before the scheduled execu-
tion, filed an appeal in my name as “next friend” of
the Rosenbergs. Trial Judge Kaufman angrily denied
it, calling us “intruders and interlopers.” But Supreme
Court Justice Douglas looked into it and ordered that
world-stirring stay which almost saved their lives. The
-ostensible friends of the Rosenbergs and the Govern-
ment were at the time extricated from a most serious
predicament by the Attorney General's unprecedented
call for a specinl session of the full Supreme Court.
The Court immediately rushed back from its vacation,
its majority cancelled the Douglas order, and the Ro-
senbergs were quickly killed.

in the opinion of Mr. Farmer (and other com-
petent attorneys 1 have spoken to) the discovered
errors should long have been included in the appeals
to free Sobell. My efforts in 1954 to interest Helen So-
bell in this, and in 1956-57 to interest the Committee
and its lawyers, were fruitless. The inescapable con-
clusion 1 have been led to is that those in charge of
the Committee are content with the house parties, the
$50 and $100 a plate Dinners, and other of their fund-
raising activities, and that they would be very unhappy
to have Morton Sobell freed, particularly on the kind
of legal grounds that would expose how the Rosen-
bergs could have been saved. '

The trial and execution of the Rosenbergs has
implanted dangerous anti-Semitic and other confusion
in tens of millions of minds, confusion that could erupt
with volcanic fury if & demagogue decided to play on
it in a time of national or social tension. It is primarily
for the purpose of clearing the confusion that I have
been working for close to seven years now on a book-
Jength report of The Suppressed Facts in the Rosen-
berg-Sobell.Case-——that is its tentative title. The shock-
ing facts I present there constitute an indictment of
both the avowed friends and the avowed foes of the
Rosenbergs. In the real crime against the murdered,
there is & complex of motivations, all of them sordid
and ugly. :

The overal! conclusion from the facte is that the
Roszenberge were caught as in & vise between rot on
the Right and rot on the Left, and crushed. ‘{ithin
the limits of this brochure I can in this connectict only
point to a highly supgestive fact--the long silence of
the subsequently most vocal defenders—the incredible
fact that the Daily Worker, the Jewish Morning Frei-
heit, the west coast People's World, the weekly Na-
tiona) Guardian, and other reputedly crusading left-
wing publications, never reported the arrest of the
Rosenbergs and Sobell, never mentioned the pre-trisl
developments, and published not a word about the ease
during the entire 23-day period that the trial lasted.

Suggestive also in this connection is that the Na-
tional Guardijan refused a paid ad for the pamphlet in
which I exposed the mismanagement of the defense
and to this day has maintained & tight silence on the
issues raised, :

Seven years is a Jong time. Why iz my report not
published?

The answer, I am sorry to say, is that I am any-
thing but a success in the matter of rounding up the
help 1 need for the effective and speedy completion of
the project. 1 have been and am working with the
flimsiest resources, with no typing or other secretarial
or editorial assistance whatsoever. That is why the
pace of my progress has been painfully slow. What in
all this time has kept me going, what stopped me from
tesring up the manuscript in disgust was the fact that
men of acknowledged competence and integrity, men
like Lewis Mumford and the late Lion Feuchtwanger
and Albert Einstein had taken the trouble to read what
I had written and to tell me that they were much
impressed. .

In the summer of 1954 Albert Einstein, after
reading an early draft, said in his letter of comment
that he saw eye-to-eve with me on “the lamentable
role the legal defense has played, a behavior bordering
on treachery.” His letter of comment on & later draft
opened with:

" *] have read carefully everything you have sent
me. Your account of the proceedings in the Rosenberg

case I find excellent, also your analysis of the political *

background. I believe there are few people who could
fail to learn something essential. You have convinced
me that—from the viewpoint of restoring sanity to
our political climate—one must not let this case rest.”

More recently, in March 1958, the Minister of the
First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles, Mr. Stephen
H. Fritchman, in his letter of comment wrote, *] en-
joved far more than these words will eonvey the [read-
ing of the] manuseript. . . . You have done & tremen-
dous eervice to the cause of human justice in preparing
this material. I am appalled at the implications. . . ."

The 9-vear dizlogue between the Rosenberg-Sobell
“friends” and their foes has produced hardly a ripple
in the climate of opinion on the case. There is a third
side to {he Rosenberg-Sobell case which urgently needs
telling. It has been and is my firm intention to do so.
But to do it, effectively and to do it in time, I need
help—finaneial, secretarial, ‘editorial. The job I am
trying to do should be everybody's business.

IRWIN EDELMAN T -

. G.P.O. Box 463

New York 1, N. Y.
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE
JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG CASE
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Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired - I

See below See individual 1B's

Location of Property oF Bulky Exhiblt

Vault Evidence & information - Retain

Reoson for Retention ol Property and Elfarts Made to Dispose of Same

Description of Propetty of Exhibit and Identity of Agenl Submlitting Same . i - -
- See below

1135. Mimeo. press release Ire Pennsylvania educators &
.Clergymgn in appeals for MORTON SQEBELL.

1136. Mimec. Text of the Appeal for MORTON SORELL" signed
by 1500 Clergymen and a listing of those from Pennsyl-
vania who have participated”.
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NATIOMAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE
JUSTIZE IN THE ROSENEERG CASE

18S-C
Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired
See below See individuasl 1B's
Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Eilforts Made to Dispose of Same
Vault Evidence & information - Retain

Description ol Property or Exhibit and [deatily of Agent Submitting Same

- See below
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Commiitlee To Secure Justice For Morton Sobc!

Mrs. Morton Soll
Mrs. Ro-r Sohell

Charrmen

HOREINARY SPONSORS

(p#riial listing)
Rev. Grow W, Alexander
David Andrews
Rabbi J. & Bas<
Helen M. Beardsley
Len Berman
Rabhi Samuel Bernstein
Harol) A. Cranefiehl
Lloyd Dannell
'eed. Kerniit Ehy
Rev. Tohn L. Evans
Ralibi Marris Fizbhman
Rev, Kennth Ripley rorlies
Waldo ['iank
Rev. €, Shodwat Frye
Rev, Eiwvin A, Gaede
Maxwell Geisinar
Rabibi I Lert B Ge g
I'eof. e -
Rabbi Avery iose o
Dro AL Lictare Haydon
Russell Joosnsm
liev, Jobinr Fanl Jonoa
Rew, Joseah 4% King
Dr. Pau! L, Lebmann
Dr. Mitton Lester
Daniel <. Marshall
Pir, Leo Maver
Milton Maver
Lonis F. M«Cahe
Rev, Peter MeCorack
Dr. Gardner Murply
Bev, Diyden Linsiey Phclps
Peof, Dats Tantis
Jloward =% 1oodeey
Peofl Ao Pavagon
Prol. U< ar K. Lice
VLord Bertrand Russell
Prod. Maleolns Shaeys
“I‘. i) I "'I.'lll..

Shlnev =00 vman, Mg

N Gos bl

Bev, Franeis 5 Taueke
D Marol? €, Yy
Mrs Clara M, Voneem
Rabid Jacoh J. Weintei
Prof. Frarcn B Woriaen

940 BROADWAY [Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
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Algonquin 4.9983

SPECTAL TO ANGLO-JEWISH PRESS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

y
RABBIS AMONG NOTED AMERICAIN'S SPONSORING =~
NATIONAL GATHERING IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

T0 URGE FREEDOM FCR MORTON SOBELL

sesksiesk
Rabbi Jacob J, Weinstein of Chicago to address bang:
Sponsors include Dr, Reinhold Hiebuhr; Roger Baldwi:
Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Rev.,Martin Luther King; Jr.
Norman Thomas and Rev. Peter McCormack

Aok

Appeal by One Thousand Rabbis and Ministers
to be Presented to White House

sedfedle

Rabbis from throughout the country are among th
noted Americans sponsoring a national gathering to t
held in Washington, D.C.; from Nov.19-21 to climax
widespread appeals for the President to free
Morton Sobell from prison.

Representative speakers from Washington and
other cities will address a banquet at the Hotel
Shoreham in Washington on Saturday; Nov. 19; to
urge a commutation of sentence for Sobell; now in
the Jlth year of a 30-year sentence on theféharge of

"conspiracy to commit espionage.” Tried toéether
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with the Rosenbergs in 1951, Sobell has ateadfastly maintained

his innocence.
Participants in the Washington events have expressed diverée
——— S : _
views on the case, but are united in agreement that the sentence was
far too severe and should now be reduced to time served. They are
requesting a Presidential commutation this year. An appeal to the
sident by more than 1;000 rabbis and ministers from throughout
*t} United States is scheduled to be presented. 1
' The Sobell Freedom Banquet will be addressed by Rabbi Jécob
J. Weinstein of the KAM Temple in Chicago; who is national chairman
of the Committee for Labor Israel; the Rev, John Paul Jonas of
Ashfield; Mass.; noted Detroit attorney Harold Cranefield; General
S Counsel to the International_Union;mUnited_Automwprkers;.ggg,BurﬁB”
Chalmers of the American Friends Service Committee. DMrs. Morton
Sobell will also speak. The banguet will be chaired by attorney
Gerhard Van Arkel of Washington; D.C. The speakers will be appearing
as individuals and not as representatives of the organizations with
which they are affiliated.
Among the rabbis listed as sponsors; togethgr with such em;nent
Americans as Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr; Roger Baldwin, Norman Thomas,

and Rev,., Mertin Luther King, are the following:

%hhi_mwmaf_@ﬂ- tzRabbiJorome 8.ybass »z“a A2 ‘* iaMas
Habbi alfour BRrickner, Washington, D. C., Rabbi Morris Fishman,

Margnte, Ned.; Robbi Robert E. Goldburg, Hamden, Conn,s and Rabbi

Avery J, Grossfield, Port Arthur, Texas. Many more rabbis from
. throughout the country are included among the signers of the appeal
for Sobell's release which will be presented to President Eigenhower,
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= Suggested Editorial

' -
Dear Editor: ' L;1t>

If you agree that the following is a fair recommendation in the

Morton Sobell case, will you publish this editorial or a gimila
ene in your publication°

Authorities cited in the editorial are quoted more fully in the
brochure announcing the national appeal in Washington. .

e e desk et e i

One of the qualities in which our democracy justifiably takes
pride is our concern for the individual. It is not. surprising that
when a cry is raised of a possible injustice to a fellow AMGPICFH,
the national conscience is affected.

A number of distinguished individuals and organizations are
raising questions _concerning the trial and 30-year sentence of Morton
Sobell on a charge of conspiracy to commit espionage. Sobell, you wil
recall, was in the same trisl with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, althour
he was not accused of atomic espionage. He hasg throughout his
imprisonment, now in his 11lth year, maintained his innocence, and the
lev. Peter McCormack, who was the Protestant chaplain at Alcatrag
while Sobell was held there, believes Sobell,

We are impressed by the fact that thoss appealing in Sobell's
behalf include individuals and groups who in no way could be labeled

Comnunist. For example, a study of the record was made by a group

2": including one of the most distinguished theologians in America, Dr.

LR A Sl A Tl e wal s e o
' .

S Hei‘hold Niebuhr, and leading law professor Edmund Cahn of Na& York
§m¢ Uni‘ersxty. They found the evidence against Sobell "vague injcontent

and slender in proof,."
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Roger Baldwin, who has guarded our civil liberties for many
decades, calls the 30-year sentence far too severe. One thousand

1sters and rabbis have appealed to President Eisenhower, q?d
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fh 1960 national conventibn of the Conference of American Rabvis
I+ 4¢ sipghificant

adopted a resolutlon asking a review of the facts.

too that an educator with the meticulous standards of Professor’

Sidney Hook, who assumes Sobell guilty of the charge, recommends his

release and points out that the sole witness against Sobell merely
testified to unsuccessful attempts to procure information.

Whatever the differing points of view about various aspects
of this affair, there is a widespread unity of opinion that the
10 years Sobell has endured in prison, including nearly six in

Alcatraz, is more than enough punishment.
It is difficult to see how Sobell's further prolonged

imprisonment at public expense can at this point serve the national

security. On November 19, 20 and 21 a national appeal is taking

place in Washington, D.C., to urge a Presidential ccmmutation of

sentence for Morton Sobell during the traditional Christmas amnesty

period. We believe this request should be given the utmost

consideration.
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Committee

Mrs. Morton Sobell
Mrs. Rgse Sobell

CMg men

i

HONORARY SIPONSORS
(partial lisiing)
Rev. Gross W. Alexander
David Andrews
Rabbi J. 5. Base
Helen M. Beardsley
Leo Berman
Rabbi Samucl Bernstein
Harold A. Cranefiell
Llovd Donnell
Prol. Kermit bby
Rev. John k. Evans
Rabbi Muocriz Fizhman
Rev. Kenacth Ripley Forlies
Waldo Frank
Rev. G. Shubert Frye
Rev. Erwin A. Gacde
Maxwell Geismar
Taldi Kobzrr Ko Galdbure
Prof. Frwin L. Goodenongh
Rabbi Avery Gro=shehl
Dr. A. Eustace Haydon
Russell Johnson
Rev, John Poul Jones
Rev. Joseph P Kinp
Dr. Pau} L. Lelimann
Dr. Milton Lester
Danicl G. Marshall
Dr. Leo Mayet
Milton Mayer
Lows 1. McCabe
tev. Peter MeConmack
Dr. Ganduer Marphy
ey, Donden BElndloy Piielps
Prol. Dale Thntia:
Huowarsd B Rade
Prol. Apare] Rapajuns
Prof. Qscar K. Rive
Lord Nertrand Rusacll
Prof. Malcolm Sharp
Pr. B R, Sharpe
Sildney Silverman, 3P,
Rev. Francie S, Tucher
Dr. Harald C. Urcy
Mrs. Clara M. Yipeent
Rabhi Jacol J. Weinctein
Prof. Francis ). Woermuth

To Secure Justice For Morton Sobell

940 BROADWAY (Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

Algonquin 4-9982

SPECIAL TO CHURCH PUBLICATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
R e skt
CLERGYMEN AMONG NOTED AMERICANS SPONSORING i
NATIONAL GATHERING IN WASHINGTOW, D. C. '
TO URGE FREEDOM FOR MORTON SOBELL -

-

eslerle
SPONSORS INCLUDE DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR,
DR. JOHN C. BENWETT, REV. PETER McCORMACK
REV., G. SHUBERT FRYE, ROGER BALDWIN,
NORMAN THOMAS, REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING
e
pppeal by 1,000 Ministers and Rabbis to be Presented

HeNezede

Clergymen from throughout the country are among

the noted Americans sponsoring a national gathering

to be held in Washington, D.C., from Nov.19-21 to

climax widespread appeals for the President to free

Morton Sobell from prison.

Representative speakers from Washington and oth
cities will address a banquet at the Hotel Shoreham
in Washington on Saturday, Nov. 19, to urge a
commutation of sentence for Sobell, now in the 1lth
r of a 30-year sentence on the charge of eonspir

st Tried together with dhe Rosen-

yea
to commit esplonage.
_ bergs in 1951, Sobell has steadfastly main#ained

his innocence.
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Participants in the Washington events have expressed diverse
but are united in agreement that the sentence was .

views on the case,
They

fapl too severe and should now be reduced to the time served.

gr requesting a Presidentia

An appea

1 commutation during the traditiogal

Ch igtmas amncsty seasoil. 1 to the President by more | than
i

1,000 rabbis and ministers from throughout the United States 18

gcheduled to be presented.

S Sponsors with such eminent individuals

Among those listed a
John C. Bennett of the Union

as Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Dr.
chairman of the internation: -

Roger Baldwin,

Theological Seminary,
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and

League for the Rights of Man,

Normen Thomas, are the following

Lucerne Vrlley, Caliﬂ, Rev. William E.

Rev. Gross W. Alexander,

Basom, Alexandria, Va.: Rev. John E. Evans, Columbus, Ohio?

Rev. G. Shubert Frye, Syracuse, NeYes Rev. Erwin A. Gaede, los

ard H. Gotchel, Palo Alto, Calif.,

v e

Angeles, Calif.; Rev. Rlch
New York Clty, Reve. John Paul Jones,

hadl

Rev, John Haynes Holmes,

Aaatanls ek

Ashfield, Mass.; Rev. Henry ¢C. Koch, Washington, D. C., Rev. Peter

Dryden C. Phelps, Berkeley, Callfl

McCormack, Daly City, Calif.; Rev.
Rev. Samuel A. Wright,

Ne¥a3

A g e TS
Foa oy

Rev. Fran01s 3. Tucker, Brooklyn,!

_ San Rafael, Cnlif.; Dr. Markus Barth of Chicago, and Rev.

Dr. Howar:

P

Schomer of Chicago.

The Sobell freedom banquet at the Hotel Shoreham will be

addressed by Rev. John Paul Jones of Ashfield, Mass. and Rabbi

tacob J. Weinstein of Chicago, with an invocation by Rev.
Pierce of the Palisades Community Church in Washington.g Other

Nelson

t
rold Cranefield of Detroht,

speakers will include attorneys Ha
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T Loy T W SR T T TR T AT

United‘Auto Workers;

A

L General Counsel of the International Union,
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and GCerhard Van Arkel of

Friends Service Committee,

S p

mmmgm Mms%ﬁmmofWQMwnm

and Mrs. Morton Sobell. The speakers

1 be appearing as jndividuals and not as representatives of the

ganizations with which they are affiliated. . -fqﬁmpxkfrfyv
_The appeal in behalf of Morton Sobell will also featur% a
s in 'his

national exhibit presenting the visual impact of appeal

behalf, a panel discussion on the facts and issues in the case led

Emerson of the Yale 12w School, #nd & sundown

by Prof. Thomas I.

e White House led by Rev. Alva Tompkins of the Olivet

prayer av th
n Chicagoe.

Presgbyterian Church 1
into the facts in the Sobell ca

ge was

An independent inquiry
iebuhr, Dr. Bennettl, Dr. Daniel

made by a group that inciuded Dr. N
ms of the Union Meological Seminarys; Dr. Paul Ramsey
e New York Ethical

Day Willia

of Princeton Universitj; Jerome Nathanson of th

professors Edmond Cahn and Gerhard

Culture Society, and law
Mueller of New York University.

The statement based on their

0. W.

findings held that the case€ 11 wag "vague in content

against Sobe

and slender in proof.* They pointed out that Sobell was not
and that his

accused of any connection with atomic espionagse,
e undoubtedly affected by the emotions

conviction and sentence wer

surrounding the Rosenberg trial.

Morton Sobell is now in the Atlanta federal prison. He was

held in Alcatraz for nearly six yearse. During his Alcatraz

Peter McCormack the Protestant prison

jncarceration, the Rev.
onvinced of Sobellts innocence

‘ chaplain at that time, became C

and has been fighting for his release. E
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i NATIONAL APPEAL for FREEDOM
' Washington, D. C.
November 19th. 20th and 2Ist 1960

ROCM D
940 BROADWAY
WEW YORK 10, N. Y,
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A CONYENING of AMERICANS
united in the reguest that
MORTON SOBELL
be granted
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

durm«r the traditional Christmas amnesty pvrmd
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Rescrvations for the banquet may be made at ten dollars per plate

Program for FREED @M Weekend
WASHINGTON, D, C,
November 19th, 20th and 21st, 1960

Specially assembled National Exhibition

"Americans Appeal for Morton Sobell"

The visual impact of democracy in action

Open to public Friday, November 18, through Sunday,

November 20 11 ALM. te 9 P. M.

: »
Gathering of visitors and honored guests i
The Hotel Shoreham, Bird Cage Walk i

Saturday, November 19, 5:30 P. M,

The Hotel Shoreham, West Ballroom
Saturday, November 19, 7 P. M.
Invocation by Rev, Nelson C, Pierce,
Palisades Gommunity Church, Washington, D. C.
Honored Speakers:
Burns Chalmers - of the American Friends Service
Committee, Washington, D.C,
Harold A. Cranecfield - Attorney, Detroit, Mich.
Rev, John Paul Jones - Ashfield, Mass.
Mrs, Morton Sobell
Rabbi Jacob J, Weinstein - National Chairman-of-the——
Committee for Labor Israel, Chicago, Iil.
Chairman:
Gerhard Van Arkel - Attorney, Washington, D.C.

"Facis and Issues in the Sobeli Case"
Prof. Thomas Emerson, Yale Law School
“Further Support for Morton Sobell's Release”
Group Discussion
The Fotel Shoreham, West Ballroom
Sunday, November 20, 2 P, M,

A sundown prayer for Morton Sobell's freedom
At the White House Sunday, November 20, ¢ P. M.
Led by Rev, Alva Tompkins,

Olivet Presbyterian Church., Chicago, Nl

T

A day of visiting govermment representatives on behalf
of Morton Sobell's release Monday, November 2l

There is no admission charge for other events

Arrangements by
Mrs. Morton Sobell Mrs, Rose Sobell
Co-Chairmen

*]’?.;'1 A | -

“: - Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell ]
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difficult to dismiss.

Sobell share with him.

responsibility, address you,

"] am opposcd to the continued imprison-
ment of Morton Sobeli on the pround that
the scntence was far teo vatessive for the
offense, dictated by thu hysteria then sur-
rounding spy s RETROS. "

ROGER BALDWIN, Chairman
International League for the Riphts of Man

WThe more | studied, the more convinced
1 becamu uwi the iman's wmnocgnce. 1o me
nu cry has had such murit tu it as the cTy
for justico [ur Morton Sobelll ™
REVEREMND PETER M CORMACK
Protestant <hapla at Alcatraz while
Morton Sabell was i:*nprisom-d there

A number of comnent American Jurists
and ¢lerpymen have ruised questions @5 10
whether Morton Sobell was guilty of the
crimes for which he was convicled and as
lo whether, i guity, he has not already
been sufficiently punished, The Central
Counicrence of American Rabbis, therefore,
resprcifully wrpes the President of the
United States to review the casc, to de-
{erinine whether there are suificient
grounds cither 1o recommoend a now trial
or lu eXervisy cweeutive clemency.”
RESOLUTION of the 190 Convention

of the Central Conference of American
Rahbis, Detroit, Mich,

and justice, there does exist t

"{ is impressive, therefore,
Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence.
is a lifetirme sentence that the mother, wife and children of Morton
It is the quality of mercy that insists that
we, who fecl the conscience of the United States as a particular
Mr. President, to ask that you use
your great office tourge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or grant
him clemency by cormmutation of his sentence. "

UWhenever human beings are involved in matters of judgment
he possibility of human €rror.
Most particularly, when a trial reflects the national tensions of
the day, the verdict may suffer {rom prejudice or unreason, too
Every American who thinks about his own
freedoms cannot help but concern hims elf when the question of
this kind of an injustice is raised.

that throughout his imprisonment,

Moreover, 30 year s}

APPEAL TO PRESIDENT EISENHOWER
BY 1,000 CLERGYMEN OF DIFFERENT FAITHS

“"This ciasc demonstrates 2 peculiarly
twisted idea of justice, Suppose Mr. Sobell
were guilty as charged. What kind of jus-
Lice is it that gives him 30 years sentence,
gix years in Alcatraz, and still refuses to
consider any kind of reduction?”

NORMAN THOMAS

nNorton Sobell is serving his 10th year in
prison. He has steadfastly preclaimed his
innocence throughout his imprisonment.
Many cminent Americans and other world
figures, including jurists, scientists,
clerpymen have also expressed substantial
doubt as to his puilt, There does exist the
pussibility of human error in matters of
judgment when that judgment has been sub-
jected to the political tensions of the day.
The Cauliforma Democratic Council has
traditionally expressed concern for pos-
sible infringements upon justice and civil
The GUC calls upon the President
of the Uaited States 10 TEVIEW apain the
facts :n the Sobell case and take necessary
aciion 1o secure ultimate justice. "

RESOLUTION passed by California

Democratic Council meeting attended

by 3. 000 delegates

P

Vibuerty.

»] am astounded at how little there was
about Sobell in the trial, You cannct tell
what he is even supposed to have done."
DR, HAROLD C. UREY
Nobel Prize scientist
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"We concur in the plea for Morton Sobell's freedom, and
call upon our fellow citizens to help, It is urgent that the
voice of the public be heard in Washington during the coming
months to encourage Sobell's release during the traditional
Christmas amnesty season, '

from an appeal by
REV, SAMUEL H, CASS5EL, Cleveland
HAROLD CRANEFIELD, Detroit
PROF, THOMAS EMERSON, Yale Law School
CLLARENCE PICKETT, Philadeiphia

PROF. MALCOLM SHARP, University of Chicago Law School .
DR, HAROLD C, UREY, La Jolla, California {
DR. ALEXANDER MEIKLEJOHN, Berkeley, California

"I am not trained in the law but I have at-
tempted to study the backpround. This ef-
fort convinced me that Morton Sobell did
not receive a fair and adequate trial. 1
have corresponded with the President and
have urged him to consent to a new trial,
Although I have been unsuccessful, I am
even more convinced that a new trial is
essential to the maintenance of American
standards of justice, 1 make no reference
to innocence or guilt; ] make no pleas for
clemency or mercy. In asking or demand-
ing that impartial justice be rendered to
one man regardless of conditions, 1 am
aware of the fact that 1 speak out for the
future of all men."

U.S. Congressman WILLIAM MEYER,
Vermont

"Convinced of the innocence of Marton
Sobell, now imprisoned for more than
eight years and condemned te a thirty year
sentence on charges which to many legal
authorities appear flimsy, to say the least,
we the undersigned of indcpendent political
views and in the interest of justice and
humanity only, beg you to exercise your
Presidential prerogative of clemency and
return Morton Sobell to his family., "

L.ORD BERTRAND RUSSELL, England
DR, MARTIN BUEBER, Israel

!

1
""We agree with the jury that Sobell --
who protests his innocence -- was guilty,
of espionage beyond a reasonable doubt,
But we think that ten years is ample sen-
tence for what Sobell actually did and that,
having served the term, he should now be
released.., In view of the fact that no
atomic espionage was even alleged against
him, and that the sole witness testified
merely to unsuccess{ul attempts to procure
information, we think that Sobell should
now be releascd from prison."

NATHAN GLAZER, SIDNEY HOOK
IRVING KRISTOL, DWIGHT MACDONALD
in a letter to the New York Times

Historian Carleton Beals calls Sobell's
conviction a "brazen uenial of elementary
rights" and "so absurd it is incredible. ., ,
Law professors from Yale, the University
of Chicago, New York University and
other leading institutions have asked for
Morton Sobell's freedom... The Central
Labor Union Council of Minneapolis, rep-
resenting 100, 000 workers, calls for a
new triai, ., The Brotherhood of Painters,
Decorators, Paperhangers, Local 867,
Cleveland, asks President Eisenhower ''to
take necessary action to secure ultimate
justice, "

Rosenberg case.

"Undoubtedly, the atmosphere {McCarthyism) has cleared
and onec evidence is a re-examination of conscience. Last
year the Portland Oregonian suggested in an editerial that
sume day the public conscience mighl be sufficiently stirred
to determine whether Morton Sobell, now serving a 30-year
sentence for conspiracy, was convicted of a crime or wheth-
er he was a victimn of the emotionalism surrounding the
With the clearing atmosphere, there is a
growing realization that freedom is not something we peri-
odically pat ourselves on the back about.
. act to be constantly renewed, "

MARQUIS CHILDS, in his nationally syndicated column

It is a creative
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STATEMENT BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIANS AND LAW PROFESSORS

AFTER INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE

THE UNDERSIGNED are American citizens who believe that the sentence of Morton
Sobell should now be commuted, Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans-
mit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the
United States and was sentenced on April 5, 1951 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison,

‘ forton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion-
§ in connection with the atoemic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe-:

ed. Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic

edpionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the El

judge who sentenced Sobell.

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The undersigned are
and consistently have been convinced anti- Comrmunists. None are associated with any
organjzation, comrmitiee or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the
Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with
Morton Sobell or any members of his family. After study of the case, we believe that
the following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell
is now serving,

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Rosenbergs were
convicted.

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one man, Max
Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something
which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg, No specific item of information sup-
" posed to have been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified in the
e rccord. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof, The

possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family tock should be construed as ﬂlght
ey cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations.
3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair
! trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs and
the fact that Sobell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two cases
and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence intro-
duced to support them respectively.

4. Scbell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison, six of
them in Alcatraz.

5., As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communism to our freedom and
way of life., Any attack on that freedom {from without or within must be resisted. Never-
theless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to prac-
tice a disciplined and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases where
emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits of a
specific case. We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our
national faith in that {reedom,

'
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REINHOLD NIEBUHR EDMOND CAHN
Vice-President and Professor of Professor of Law
Ethics and Theology New York University

Union Theological Seminary

Wittla
New York City DANIEL DAY LLIAMS

Professer of Systematic Theology
Urnion Theological Seminary
JOHN C. BENNETT

‘e Dasn and Professar of Ethics PAUL RAMSEY .

Protessar of Religion
snd Theology ‘ . o
Unign Theological Seminary Princaten University

JEROME NATHANSON

GERMARD ©. W. MUELLER Administrative Leader
Asrociate Professor of Law New York Society for
) New York University Ethical Culture
al ﬁ‘ {Titles are for identification only.) !
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REV. GROSS W. ALEXANDER, Lucerne Valley, Calif.
DAVID ANDREWS, Boone, N. C.
ROGER N. BALDWIN, New York City
REV. WILLIAM E. BASOM, Alexandria, Va.
RABBI JEROME S. BASS, Natick, Mass.
HELEN M. BEARDSLEY, La Jolia, Calif.
DR. JOHN C. BENNETT, New York City
LEO BERMAN, Chicago, Il
RABBI BALFOUR BRICKNER, Washington, D. C.
DR. WILLIAM C. DAVIDON, Chicago, 111,
MRS. A. POWELL DAVIES, Washington, D. €.
FROF. LLOYD H. DONNELL, Chesterton, Ind.
PROF. THOMAS 1. EMERSON, Yale Law School
REV. JOHN E. EVANS, Columbus, Ohio
PROF. RORERT FINN, Palo Alto, Calif.
RABBI MORRIS FISHMAN, Margate, N. J.
WALDO FRANK, Truro, Mass. '
REV. G. SHUBERT FRYE, Syracuse, N. Y.
REV. ERWIN A. GAEDE, Los Angeles, Calif.
REV. RICHARD H. GATCHEL, Pals Alto, Calif,
MAXWELL GEISMAR, Harrison, N. Y.
BENJAMIN GINZBURG, Arlington, Va.
RABBI ROBERT E. GOLDBURG, Hamden, Conn.
RABBI AVERY J. GROSSFIELD, Port Arthur, Texas
REVY. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES, New York City
RUSSELL JOHNSON, Petersham, Mass.
REV. JOHN PAUL JONES, Ashfield, Mass.
PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN, New York City
REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., Atlanta, Ga.
REV., HENRY C. KOCH, Washinpton, D, C.
DR. EDWARD D. KORN, Bethesda, Md.
DR, LEO MAYER, New York City
- REV, PETER-McCORMACK, Daly City, Calif, e
- DR GARDNER MURPHY, Topeka, Kansas
DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR, New York City
PROF. VICTOR PASCHKIS, New York City
REV. DRYDEN L. PHELPS, Berkeley, Calif.
PROF. DALE PONTIUS, Chicago, 11
PROF. ANATOL RAPAPORT, Ann Arbor, Mich.
DAVID H. SCULL, Annandale, Va.
/ PROF. MALCOLM SHARD, Chicaga, 111,
NOURMAN THOMAS, New York City
REV. FRANCIS S. TUCKER, Brooklyn. K. Y.
DR. HAROLD C. UREY, La Jolla, Calif.
GERHARD VAN ARKEL, Washington, D. C.
RABBI JACOB J. WEINSTEIN, Chicaga, 1L
I'ROF. FRANCIS D, WORMUTH, Salt Lake City, Utah
REV. SAMUEL A. WRIGHT, San Rafael, Calif.

as sponsors
invite your participation in
a
NATIONAL APPEAL for FREEDOM
Washington, D. C. h
! November 19th, 20th and 21st 1960
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MRS5S, MORTON SOBELL

vy40 BROADWAY

NEW YORK 10, N, Y.

First Class Permit
Number 9552
New York, N.Y.
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I am coming., Count on me!

Please reserve places at $10 per plate at the Sobell Freedom Banguet,
Hotel Shoreham, Washington, D.C., Saturday, November 19th, for which I
enclose $

00 ok oo K o o oK ok o o e o o o o o ok o o o o o o
ABSENTEE PARTICIPATION

Although I cannot attend in person, I wish to be registered %
and counted among the Americana throughout the country participa- i
ting in the banquet and other week-end events. Enclosed is a con-

tribution of § toward expenses for the Washington gathering. i

P o o ok oKk ok o o oo oo o o o o o o o o oo o ok o oo o o ok o

\

-

Name

Address

~

City Zone State

D Please send me information on transpor-
tation, housing and special arrangements,

Total Enclosure §
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Commillee To Secure Justice For Morton Sobell

940 BROADWAY {Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

Mrs. Morton Solell
Mrs. Rose Sobell

Chairmen

;) RARY SPONSORS

(piinf listing)
Rev, (hoss W. Alexander

Bavid Ansdrews

Itebhi L. & Bass

Helen M. Beard<ley
Leo Berman

Rabli Samugl Bernstein
Harold A. Cranefield
Lioyd Donnell

Prof. Kermit Eby

Rev. Johi E. Fyans
Rabli Moaris Fishman

Rev, Kenneth Ripley Vetlies

Watdo Frank

Rev. G Shubiert Frye
Rew, Frwin A Cacde
Maxwell Geismar

Rahbi Rohert E. Goldlbnrge
Prof. Envin 1. Goodennueh
Iabhi Avery Grazafied]
Judge Norval Ko Llarris
Dr. A. Enstare Haydon
Rev, Clarenee Do Eorriont
Russcll Jolinzan

Rev, Jobn Paul Janes
Rev, Josepl P King

Ted Lelerthon

es Mithon Laster

Danivd G, Alar<hal}

Do Lea Maver

Miltom Mueoer

Louis . MeCabe

Bev, Deter Mefnrmack
. Gardner Murphy
Rev. Deviden Linsley PPy
I’ref. Ditler Mantins
Howard B. Relest

Praf. Anatl Rapapot
Pral, Owear K. Diee

Lard Bertram] Rissell
Prof. Maleaim Sharp

Pr. DL R Sharpe

Sidney Silverman, AL
Rev. Franeis & Tneler
Dy, Hatold €. Urey

Mo, Clasa M Vipeemt
Rabhi Jonab J. Wein-iein
Prof, Francis 1), Wormulh

ekt U

Algonquin 4-9983

October 20, 1960

Dear Sponsor,

We are sorry not to have received your
signature in time to add your name to this
ijnitial mailing. However, succeeding materials
and press releases will be made more imPressive
by the inclusion of all of those participating

ns SpPONsors. .

The enclosed invitation gives the detalls
of the meetings for the National Appeal and .
I hope you will be able to attend in person as We.
as lending your name., If you could be present
were it not for financial considerations, please
advise me, and we may be able to resolve that
problem. There are a large number of people who
are helping in many di fferent ways to make our
gathering a success. Working together we pope
to have such an impressive event that we will
reach our goal.

Thank you for your help.

Most appreciatively yours,

(1irs. Morton Sobell)
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' YOR RELEASE THURSDAY &M, Nov.17,196C

NOTARLES FROM BAY AREA
IN NEW NATIONAL APPEAL
FOR MORTON SOBELL'S FREEDOM

_ (name) ’

j JU——

sident

ameng 600 Americans in Independent Plea to Pre

Mrs. Morton Sobell announced today that some 600 Americanc

educators, writers, and

have signed an independent
sking him to

jncluding many eminent clergymen,

persons active in public affairs,
be submitted to President Eisenhower a
The appeal, which states,

appeal to

release her husbend from prisons

#T would like to be jncluded among those asking the President

of the United States to commute the 30-year gentence of Morton

Sobell to time served, now 10 years,” includes the following

from the Bay Area:

pb of most important names

(Give paragra
rom your area

b

3

b



S b vl

,.
(BT
N

N = S ) = .

P

B Lt o ol G - i
— P + - .

o Ko

“';i !

I P

"t

3

S

Mr. Sobell, who has maintained his innocence of the congpiracy
to commit espionage charge an which he was convicted in the Rosen-
berg trial, is now in the 1lth year of imprisonment. His sentence
was 30 years., He is now at the Atlanta federal prisoﬁ}

This weekend in Washington (Nov.19-21) Americans from through-

out the country will gather in his behalf, united in the agreement

i : '
Fhat the sentence was far too severe and that it should be d%mmutad

o time served so that Sobell can be released dﬁring the tfﬁditiona"

Miri stmas amnesty. period. .

Among the individuals from across the natlon who have siéned
the independent appeal are (Affiliations for identification purpose
only; since sighers acted as individyals):

Clarence Pickett of the Americai Friends Service Committee:
Harold Cranefield, attorney and genelal counsel for the Inter-
national Unjion, United Auto Workers; Dr. Harold C. Urey; Nobel Pri:
scientist; Professor Thomas Emerson, Yzale Law School; James T.Farr:
author: Harvey Swados, author; Alexander Meiklejohn, civil
libertarian: Professor Malcolm Sharp; University of Chicago Law
School® Mildred Scott Olmsted of the Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom; Nat Hentoff,jcritic and author; Carl Dreher
of the Nation magazine; Professor Héward N. Porter and Professor
Victor Paschkis of Columbia Universjty: Rabbi Harry Halpern of New
York City: Re&erend Samuel H. Cassel of Cleveland, Ohio; Dr. Gardn
Murphy of the Menninger Foundation! ' Leo Hurwitz, film producer;
John F, Finerty, attorney in the Sacco-Vanzetti and Mooney-Billing

cases? Maxwell Geismer, literary critics Dr. Betnard D, Davis of
Harvard Medical School, and Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl of Winston-

Salem," N-Co |

Some 1200 clergymen have also appealed to President Eisenhowc
in Morton Sobell's behalf. An independent inquiry made by a groul

" that included eminent theologian Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Profess«

Edmond Cahn of the New York University Law School, concluded that
the case against Sobell was "vague in content and slendgr in proo!
and recommended commutation of sentence. f

i :
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NATIONAL APPEAL FOR FREEDOM i
FOR MORTON SOBELL

r request a room ha
~in Washington

)

Dear %
pccording to you s been reserved for you %
3
§
*

at the Hotel

at ajprice of & per ni

Su%n Y Nov.2le

ght for Friday, Nov.18, Sat.,Novelds -

ome of

in Washington for

ed for you in the h

Private housing has been provid

ove2l B

.19, Sunday night,N
the Sobell Commitite J-

—

Friday night, Nov.18,
checking in, pleas

gaturday night, Nov

e stop by °oT call

pefore
at our yashington headguarters in the Shoreham Hotel, connecticub
Avenue at Calvert in Washington, D.C. for directions and weekend

gchedules.

Thank YOUe.

at the white House is

time for the Prayer Meeting
4 on the prograle

P, 5. Note the
20, not as liste

6pmuon8mdﬂ,th

e e T
: 5




. ,_,,- w:‘

Program for' R EDOM “cokvnd

WASHINGTON,. gl N .

cans, ApPeaLfor‘tMBrtor*Sobell“a-@ff:?;" ; ‘
ual impact Tof; dem cracy“x action -

SOBELL
FREEDOM
BANQUET

Group Dlscussmn TLoTR: M
:'I‘he Hotel’ Shoreham. ,West Ballroom By
Sunday,.,November 20; 2 P M"‘ L

. .-b?y,_~.".'_ .
'.H‘ R Phe ot

- o A sux{down prayer for Morton Sobellfs freedom A
WHITE HOUSE “.At'the"White House. - .* Sunday, - November 20, € P.

PRAYER "Led by. Rev. Alva Tompkms, -
Olwet Presbyteman Church Chlcago. Ill
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orton,aoben'e freedom. and, e - g
¥ ta helps, <It‘4s urgent'that the - - n = “2
 voice:of the-public be hieard in aahIngton during the coming A : il Whenever human bemgs are lnvolved.xn matters of Judgment
Sabell the gadmomk D S T B ; and Jusnce, ‘there doe’s exist:the possibility of-human error.

Pt -

‘ e at . k R T, . - ost parncularly‘ ‘when a_trial reflects-the national tensions af=4

S T w e fronvant ppeat byted ‘ el K e i th‘e"_day, the verdi trma i) ifrom pre_]udxcegon;unreason, :
E‘Ln«msss‘t:*—cim % ' i

HAR.OLD” CRANEFIELD,: Dqtroit;eg-

PROF,~-THOMAS _EMERSON. Y. "

"CLARENCE-PICKETT;’ phnadelpma e

PROF;*MALCOLM SHARP,; Unxvu-ﬁ;

DR HAROLD C. »unm-.:x.arfou. ~Califo

DR, ALE:(ANDWOW Berkeleyp cantdm

CBiice. 30y
T wife a.nd cl:u]_._dretrof Mort

}Cmphd.t let;dy the back .ro“ng;?rltidi vho; protes s noc Tce.‘:‘-a;véu:gu;]\:y ;
ort convinced me:that Mortbn Sobe 4+ of espionage,beyon as eidoubt.: : . K e i g
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A PRAYER FOR FREEDOM

at the Vhite House, Nov. 20, 1960

-

of Psalm 103 i

Prayer: . .

O rLord our God, who art merciful and gracious,
glow to anger, and plentious in mercy, look with favor, we
pray thee, on those assembled here in the cauce of freedom.
Inzpire their hearts and enlighten their minds that they may
bear faithful witness to their brotherly concern for
Morton Sobell.

Ty mercy, O Lord, is from everlasting to everlasting
upon them that love thee. May our President be endued with a
sense of thy mercy, that he may be moved to grant our plea
for clemency.

May we 1ift up our hearts te Goed in silent prayer
asking that Hic spirit of mercy and love find reception
in the heart of our “resident, that he may have compasgeion
upon our brother and regtore him to his family and freedom
Eo'that justice may be done.

To Thee, O God, be all honor, praise, glory and

thanksgiving, now and forever more. Amen.
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ATIONAL APPEAL FOR FREEDOM
OF MORTON SOBELL
% Hotel Shoreham
Washington, D.C,

RN HTRRTEY o

FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, NOV, 18, 1960

.

E{ ;;! For further information,

A B4 call Ted Jacobs at the Shoreham,
V(—i&. k;1§:>

JAMES T. FARRELL, NOTED AMERICAN WRITER AND AUTHOR OF THE "STUDS
LONIGAN" BOOKS, HAS GIVEN MRS, MORTON SOBELL THE FOLLGWING
STATEMENT ON HER HUSBAND'S CASE FOR USE IN HIS APPEAL FOR FREEDCM,

1
{

»

1 have begun to read about the case of Morton Sobell, and I wish to say that I
fully support the petition for a pardon, or a release from the Federal prison
where he is incarcerated, There is clearly a reasonable doubt as to the alleg-
ations of guilt against Morton Sobell, This is more than sufficient, 1 believe,
for granting a rehearing of his case, '

I have the great fear and the sick feeling that an innocent man 1is in prison, I
have the conviction that the release of Morten Sobell can only do good, and not
harm, Everything I have so far learned about him supports my conviction end 1
think it seems to me but mere minimum justice now, to restore him to life and to
the kind and decent family which loves him,

In 1960, we must speak, and with all urgency. We must cry out, we must demand
that no possible instance of "man's inhumanity to man' be tolerated, It is our
duty and our honor that we spare no effort for the protection of the innocent,
and that in any case of injustice the quickest possible action be taken to rectif
this most terrible of evils, Unless justice and compassion and Walt Whitman's
love be as normal as our daily life we are sunken far below all of the general
principles which proclaim the freedom of man,

Every human being, “every single solitary soul”™, is entitled to his and her
personal dignity, I hold that an indignity to another is an indignity to me; an
indignity to anycne is an indignity to all,

It is for us to remember and to preserve all of the noble work of those who have
gone, but who have given of their brain, bone and muscle, their bleod, to the
creation of the dignity of man. It is for us to defend and preserve and to exter
that dignity, and when we ourselves are anonymous dust, to leave our memory in
future for those who will redeem the injustices of the centuries.

Let us now begin to say and to meke real with all our power that justice is a
new-born idea., 1 ask for and I c¢lasp hands with you in calling for the freedom
of Morton Sobell.
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NATION&L APPEATL FOR FREELOM
OF MORTOCN SOBELL
7 Hotel Shoreham
Washington, D.C,

FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, Nov, 18, 1960

For further information call Ted Jacobé at thefShoreham

RARBI JACOB J. WEINSTEIN, RABBLI AT THE KAM TEMPLE 1IN CHICAGO AND .
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL, HAS WIRED

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON THE SOBELL CASE TO THE APPEAL FOR
SOBELL'S FREEDOM TAKING PLACE IN WASHINGTON:

Dear Friends of justice. 1 regret sincerely that a most urgenﬁ"congregational

erisis prevents my leaving Chicago. 1 remain steadfast in my conviction that

Morton Sobell is innocent of the crimes charged against him, that refusal to free

him will be an ugly stain on American justice and further proof that justice and

compassion are lacking among those who hold his freedom in the keeping of their

hands. As 1 pray for continued faith and courage for his mother, his wife, and

his loyal and devoted friends, 1 pray also that our country may prove mature enough

to accept differenﬁes of political opinion, even radical difference from majority

views, as a healthy safeguard of the democratic process and that we may speedily

free ourselves from the evil influence of those who believe that an objectionabie

idea can be answered by imprisoning its advocate.

1 trust that the wmandate of November 8th, the spirit of this Thanksgiving

season which recalls the fortitude of those who founded this lLand of the brave

and the free, the noble persistance of the g?er—grgying company of friends for

justice for Morton Sobell will bring a blessed reléase and restoration for one too

long intimate with grief and acquainted with sorrow, May we all soon meet again

toicelebrate the triumphs of our cause.
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: ..'i'“ ) . AT T T T Reverend John Haynes Holmes
iy o Professor Yictor Paschhis Maston Sobell has been in prison for
f ‘:", Reverend A, J. Muste nef)rfy ten years. The Ehmge: con-
oA Rabbi Harry Halpern ‘p"l"c” '°30‘°m"’" ::p'o;"ze'" r‘e
“ ’.,.] Jerome Nathanson senlence: years. Me. obe as
L Py well Geisra from the beginning maintained his
4 . g Maxwe _:t‘lbn ar mnocence. Many who have studied
. !f{ Murray kempton the tnol record of his case are con-
by Dr. Leo .\Ia_wr vinced of a muscarrioge of justice.
Mayx Eastman
Conrad Lynn
) If you agree with the speakers that Morton Sobell should be released, llou‘a{d l‘{_“d“'
please write directly to The President of the United States, The White J_uhn F. !r'}:w"-"'-
House, Washington, ).C., and fill out tie following form and mail it today. l‘;rozrlllf:gte I‘\';':ilfn
—_—_———— e ——— = e — — — Dwight Macdonald
Sponsors of the Sobell Discussion Meeting Dr. Reinhold Niehuhr
P.O. Box No. 343, Madison Square Station, New York 10, N.Y. Reverend Thomas Kilgore
I would like to be included among those supporting the plea to the Reverend Donald Harrington
Presidentfgasumpmuting the 30 year sentence for Morton Sobell to the ; ,
i time already served, almost 14 years. Invite you to i
. Ry
i Name . v
| i " read this summary of a meeting, attended by 600 persons, which we,
5 ress l the above, sponsored to discuss an urgent public issue: The CASE OF
City and State M(\)RTON ISOB‘E'LL.‘ T{Ie meeting was held at the Community Church
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Chairman: WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER, attorney, associate professor at

New York Law School, author of radio program ‘‘Justice” and moderator’

of "'Pro and Con’’ program, WMCA radio : :

Before giving you a little background on the Sobell case, 1 want to
make it quite clear that I am speaking for myself and not for any of the
institutions with which I am associated. The Rosenberg and Sobell
cases were, unfortunately, intertwined. When the joint case went to the
three-judge Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, Judge Jerome
Frank dissented. He voted to give Sobell a new trial on the ground that
Hon. Irving R. Kaufman, the tria! judge, had permitted the case to go
to the jury with only one conspiracyv pointed out when in reality there
might be two conspiracies, the one in which Sobeil might have been
involved having, as Judge Kaufman himself admitied, no “cennection
with the atom bhomb project.”’

While [ helieve the Rosenbergs were guilty, it is questionable whether
there was suificient evidence against Sohell to have gone to the jury. My
study of the case indicates the possibility that he may be innocent, but
in any event, | feel that his sentence was unjustifiably severe and that
the ten years he has spent in Alcatraz and Atlanta are ample punishment.

The chief witness against Sobell was a former friend named Max
Elitcher. In his testimony, which was totally uncorroborated, he said
that Sobell had inducted him into the Communist Party. Elitcher men-
tioned a number of conversations in which he said Sobell had asked him
to (1) obtain espionage recruits, (2° obtain classified information about
fire control systems, and (3) remain with the Navy Department. He also
stated that Julius Rosenberg had mentioned Sobell at one time as being
part of an espivnage group.

There was one ather portion ot Flitcher's testimony that suggested
that Sobell was involved in some sort of nebulous contact with some
very unspecific espionage. Elitcher said that he drove to New York from
Washington in the summer of 1948 and when he arrived at Sobell's home
in Flushing, informed hinn that he thought he had been followed by
several cars on the trip north. He testified that Sobell became very
agitated and asked him to drive with him in his car to the neighborhood
in Manhattan where Julius Rosenberg lived. While Elitcher remained
sitting in the car, Sobell disappeaved tor half an hour with what Elitcher
thousht looked like a can of 35 mm film.

On cross-examination, Elitcher admitted he was extremely trightened
by the fact that he had lied under oaih on an application for government
emp'iggﬁs!q and that he was worried about a perjury prosecution. But
he at ed that he had hopes “that the best will happen to me.”

The enly other evidence against Sobell consisted of proof that he left
for Mexico in June of 1950 before the arrest of Julius Rosenberg. He
informed William Danziger, a former City College classmate, that he
was taking a vacation with his family. While in Mexico, he used various
aliases and made trips to the Mexican seaports of Vera Cruz and Tampico.

What may have burt Sobell the most so far as the jury was concerned,
was his failure to testify at the trial. This was, of course, a decision
made by his attorneys. If I had been conducting his defense I don’t
know what I would have done on this score. But in the light of hindsight.
I think this worked against him, particularly as it left unansweved
Elitcher’s accusations, the ieasons for the Mexican trip and the use of
aliases. It was a calculated riskt at best, the more so when one recalls
that the North Korean aggression, which started in June of 1950, had
put some heat into the cold war. In the light of this country’s under-
standable reaction, Morton Sobell's silence was a grave mistake and
undoubtedly contributed to his conviction.

DWIGHT MACDONALD, author, critic, writer for the NEW YORKER
and ESQUIRE magazines:

I'm here because I believe Maorton Sobell has been unjustly treated.
The nine years he has served are more than enough punishment for the
crime of which he was convicted. I've read the entire court record of the
Rosenberg-Sobell case and I must say 1 think they received a fair trial.
I'm also sorry to say that [ think Sobell was guilty beyond reasonable
doubt.

Nevertheless, it was never clear why in the world Sohell should have
been tried along with the Rosenbergs. When he sentenced Sohell, Judge
Kaufman said: *The evidence in the case did not point to any activity on
your part in connection with the atomic homb project,” which is -quite
explicit, And then he went on to sentence him to 30 years.

Now this is a fantastic sentence. even if vou think as I do that Sobhell
was guilty. (I mayv be wrong, I hope T am wrong.; But anyway. the only
thing he was shown to have done was extremely vague and nebulous. [
don't remember a singie piece of concrete data which Elitcher was ahle
to bring up that was actually passed un.,

1don’t understand why the Supreme Court. which in general has been
guite good in the last ten vears, didn’t do something about this whole
case. I opposed the death sentence against the Rosenhergs on moral
grounds, and on the practical ground that Judge Kaufman and the
people who allowed the thing to go through'dealt a very great blow to
the United States throughout the world. This country appears especially
bad when you think of the sentences that England imposed on Alan
Nunn May, and especially Klaus Fuchs. May got 10 years. Fuchs got
14 and was released a-yoasedrse apo after serving nine years,

The Rosenbergs are dead. We can't do anything about this miscarriage
of justice. But justice can still be done to Morton Sobell, and also to
Harry Gold, who unlike Sobell, cooperated fully with the American
authorities and yet was given 30 years.
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NORMAN THOMAS:

My own position on the Sobell case is admirably summarized in this
very succinct statement which has been widely given ovut (study by
group of theologians and law professors including Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr,
and Professor Edmond Cahn of the New York University law school,
calling the case against Sobell “vague in content and slender in proof”
and asking commutation of sentencel. | am guite convinced that Mr.
Sohell should have had another trial, in view of the facts cited here and
also in view of the dubious administration of due process in the manner in
which he was hauled out of Mexico, I was disappointed that the Supreme
Court did not grant that trial. Of myself, 1 am not convinced by what |
have read, either of his complete innocence or of his guilt. '

This case demonstrates a peculiarly twisted idea of justive. Buppose
Mr. Sobell were guilty as charged. What kind ol justice is it that gives
him 30 vears sentence. six vears in Alcatraz, and still refuses to consider
any kind of reduction? Men have committed horrible crimes of which
there has not been the slightest doubt and got the sentence of 10 vears,
15 vears, and have been admitted to parole. But not Sobell.

Under our law we have denied the existence of a special category of
political prisoners. They're all criminals — the gangster, the murderer,
the rapist — and so is the Communist and we treat them all alike. But
we don't. The embezzler. ves the murderer, has a hetter chance of getting
parole under certain circumstances.

This is a shame to the country. IUs a weakness that we, so strong -
that we who dare to sav we lead the free world. that somehow, some-
where inside us there is such a spirit of fear, ol dread. of hate, or venge-
ance that we mete but 30 vears to Subell for what he did. without mercy.
And God knows we mete out perhaps death to Henry Winston, a Smith
Act prisoner whose sight 1s abmost gone through a bran tumor. But the
sentence still stands, no mercy, no parole.

Men wha are tus sophisticated to say it, men who perhaps won't admit
it to themselves, those men carry on their misconceptions of justice and
mercy because they think you and T like 1t

REVEREND%M‘CORMACK of San Francisco, former Protestont
chaplain at ¥eatraz while Morton Sobell wos imprisoned there:
“Best wishem-for a successful meeting. Truth and justice will precail.
Morton Sobell will be vindicated. Hundreds of clergy who signed the dergy
oppeal stand fost tn thetr belief that Sobell is innwent. We join vou in
urging his release.”

MRS. MORTON SOBELL:

1f those who believe that Morton is guilty are willing to stand up here
on this platform tonight and ask for his release, how much more is it my
responsibility, who know his innocence to ask that you be concerned with

_ this case!

We are geing back into the courls to ask for a new trial, which would
surely vindicate my husband. During the last year we have seen many
requests for a commutation and for a new trial of Morton's case, includ-
ing appeals by professors of law at New York, Chicago. Yale, Cornell and
Northwestern Universities. Almost one thousand clergymen have asked
for Morton's freedom. The Wormen's International League for Peace and
Freedom has asked for a re-examination of this case, as has the California
Democratic Council in a meeting of 3,000 delegates. There have been,
among others, editorials in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY, the PORT-
LAND OREGONIAN, the MILWAUKEE JOURNAL. On the world
scene, Lord Bertrand Russell, Martin Buber, a group of 15 prominent
Israelis, Pablo Casals, Jean-Paul Sartre, and many others have asked
for Morton’s freedom.

This decade has not been lacking in sorrow and suffering for us as a
familv. We wanted. Morton and I, to have more children together. We
wanted to live normal lives. Despite prison, we have tried to do this in
every way we could. We love each other dearly. For the sake of children,
and hecause Morton is a fine person and a competent scientist, we need
him at home. Please help.

ROGER BALDWIN, Chairman, Internationol League for the Rights
of Man: .

“[ am opposed to the continued imprisonment of Morton Sobell on the
sround that the sentence was far too excessive for the offense, dictated by the
hvsteria then surrounding spy charges, The injustice done under the pres-
sures of the time should be righted, so far as that is possible, by a speedy
commutation to the time served, already too long.”

CAREY McWILLIAMS, editor ofshadigiion magazine:

I have alwavs thought that Sobell was improperly concicted and that the
evidence against him was wholly insufftcient. This {s no recent conviction.
[ have thought this way for a long time. and had occasion to say so al a
Sobell dinner meeting in Chicago quite some years ago.”’
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CONRAD LYNN, attorney specializing in the civil liberties field:

I can’t claim to come here tonight with a dispassionate view of the
evidence against Sobell. By nature, | am a partisan. I want to congratu-
late not only the speakers, but this audience. It's a sign that the
McCarthy period is coming to an end.

We once again see stirring the spirit that animated the rebel, Patrick
Henry, to say, “Give me liberty or give me death.” We're getting more
of that spirit from those Southern Negro students. There is an upsurge,
not just of Negroes. Because their conditions are the most severe, it is
only natural that they should make the first break. This resurgence is
the guarantee we have that political prisoners such as Morton Sobell
will be free. ’

At the time that Morton Sobell was convicted, we had a classic instance
of the pressure and influence of the mob spirit, and [ say mob spint because
any mass pressure for conviction. regardless of evidence, is a mob spirit.

Regardless of the minutiae of evidence and regardless of the debates
over whether this bit should have turned the scales or that bit, when we
know that this savage sentence was meted out in the atmosphere of the
time in which it was rendered, then we have an obligation at another
period such as this to demand a review,

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM MEYER, Democrat, Vermont:

" am not trained in the law but 1 have attempted to study the background.
This effort convinced me that Morton Sobell did not receive a fair and
adequate trial. 1 have corresponded with the President and have urged him
to consent to a new trial. Although, [ have been unsuccessful, I am even more

eom-gg#l—a new trial Is essential to the maintenance of American
standards of justice. | make no reference to innocence or guilt: I make no
pleas for clemency or mercy. In asking or demanding that impartial justice

be rendered tu one man regardless of conditions, I am aware of the fact that
[ speak out for the future of all men.”

UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN RANDALL S. HARMON, Democrat,
10th District, Indiana: -

I consider it my duty to participate in this meeting because wherever
there are questions of justice involved, every American should examine
the facts. It is good that men of conscience and integrity who are highly
respected throughout the country are uniting to sponsor this public
discussion in the case of Morton Sobell. T have looked into Sobell’s case
and I am convinced that the 30-year sentence is completely out of line.

Mr. Sobell, now in his 10th year of prison, has always maintained his
innocence. The possibility that an innocent man is imprisoned calls for
careful study and positive action. It would, I believe, be in the public
interest that Sobell be freed, and I intend to do everything in my power
to see that this be done as quickly as possible.

1 don’t know anything about the other people that were involved in
this same case. I've never thought that capital punishment was the
answer. Perhaps one reason why Morton Sobell has been imprisoned this
long and why they won't give him another day in court is because it
might be discovered that these other people were also innocent.

HOWARD RADEST, minister and leader of the Bergen, Now Jersey,
Ethical Society:

I think the innocence or guilt of a human being is not to be bandied
in words before a large audience. What 1 am concerned about is the
strange picture of human beings in the middle of the 20th century, with
so many big things going on, who are willing to devote time and energy
and effort to consider the fate of one single living human being. If we
should ever lose this ability to be concerned about one, then whatever else
we gain, we have indced lost. The important thing that you can do as you
go home is to let others know about the case and about what is being
done. This would be just as important as those who can give money.
Do both.,
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THIRTY YEARS
A Ballod for Morton Sobel)

words and music
byEdith Segal
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THIRTY YEARS

Thirty years, a time for living,

Thirty years, a time to die,

Thirty years, the judge pronounced it,
Innocent, | swear, am [

Thirty years, my life, my manhood,
Seized, uprooted, cast away

By the mighty robed in falsehood,
By the bigots of the day.

Listen all who walk in freedom,
Listen all who treasure time,

Listen all who've tasted terror,
What is justice, what is crime?

Shall | languish here forgotten
On the perjured word of one
Or will valiant men and women
Cry for justice to be done?

Ten gone years lie cold and foliow,
Twenty more? It cannot bel

Voices rise and high walls crumble,
Days of home again | see!

['ll return to you dear chiidren,
Brave, sweet mother, sterling wife,
We will welcome Spring together,
We'll retrieve our stolen life.

Oh to walk emong the people,
Clasp their hands, their faces see
In the sunlight, working, singing,
Soon, oh socon | must be freel

Oh to walk among the people,
Clasp their honds, their faces see,
Voices rise and high walls crumble,
Days of home again | see,

Soon, oh soon | must be freel

< .,_';
i

¢ r . L
- w L
-7 N~ .-"“’5" P

B R SR LD - e “-..,..,. L., -';:’.’-l‘.
N R b S e W T g ST
e T e Wl dn e T e, T
"“("“N\H' e T e e o

. - "y = - .t .
- "'_7’\':"_";""-".-;;_&,_'.’_.&-.."-"}____f'-'--—-‘- R R I L ey N

Ve e -

~ . A~ B oo

oy — r—yry— -y

e

*

e
2y . ot o e T
T e i T N T Rl



WASHINGTON, p,c.
Novembep 19-21, 1560

S Adler, Detroit, Michigan ‘
everend Gp lexander, Lucerne Valley,
avid Andrews, Boone, North Caroling
Revereng William T, Baird, Chicago, Illinoig
Roger Baldwin, Nem York, New York -

everend Frederie E. Ball, Chicago, Illinois
Reverengd William g, Basom, Alexandria, Virginia
Rabbi Jerome S. Bags i

k, Massachusetts
. Beardsley,-La Jolla,-Califbrnia

C. Bennett, New York, New York

Chicago, Illinois :

Chicago, Illineig
Profegsor and Mrs. Pgtep M. au, Chicago, Illinoig
i our‘Brickneri Washington, D.c,

s Chieago, Illinois
Hnnetka, Illinoig

« Conaie, Evanston, Illinoig
Cranefield, Ann Arbor, Michigan

» Chicago, Illinoig
8. A, Powell Davies, washington, D.C.
+ Donnell, Chesterton, Indiang
everend Eugene Durham, Palmyra, New York
~~Professop Thomas 1, Emerson,” Yale Law School
everend Darrei] D. glish, Elmhurst, Illinois
Reverend Jonp E, Evang, Columbug, Ohic
Professor Robert Finn, Pale Alto, California
Rabbi Morrig Fishman, Mérgate, New Jersey
Waldo Frank, uro, Massachusetts
Maurice Friedlander, Chicago, I1linois
Reverend g, s

hubert Frye, Syracuse, New York
Reverend Richarg ¥y,

» © Alto, Californig
Maxwell Geismar, Harrison, New York
Ceorge Miles Gibson,

Chicago, Illinois
an jamin Ginzburg, Ar ’ i

California

s _Connectient
Gregg, Chicago, Illinoisg

?

, cago, Illinoig

Robert J, Havighurst, Chicago Illinois
Professgor A+ Eugstace Haydon, 5hicago, Illinoig
Reverend John Haynes Holmes, Ney Tork, New York
Rugs¢il Johnson, " p » Massachusettg
évexend John Paul g

ones, Ashfield, Magsachusettg
Revexend Robert p, Johnson, Waahington, b.c,
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Dr. Horace M. Kallen, New York, New York -
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., Atlanta, Georgila
Reverend Henry C. Koch, Washington, D.C,
Dr. Edward D. Korn, Bethesda, Maryland
Louis N, Kurs, Chicago, Illinois
Charles H, Lyttle, Chicago, Illinois
Marcia J. Lyttle, Chicago, Illinois
Lafayette Marsh, La Grange, Illinois
Dr. Leo Mayer, New York, New York -
Reverend Peter McCormack, Daly City, California
Dr. Gardner Murphy, Topeka, Kansas ’
Dr, Reinhold Niebuhr, New York, New York
Reverend James Neuman, Chicago, Illinois
Victor Obenhaus, Chicago, Illinois -
Professor Victor Paschkis, New York, New York
louis I. Perlman, Chicago, Illinois
Reverend Dryden L. Phelps, Berkeley, California
Professor Dale Pontius, Chicago, Illinois
Professor Anatol Rapaport, Ann Arbor, Michigan
Professor Paul A. Schilpp, Glenview, Illinois
Reverend Dr., Howard Schomer, Chicago, Illinois
David H, Scull, Annandsle, Virginia
Professor Maleolm Sharp, Chicago, Illinois
Reverend Don Snider, Dixon, Illinois
Reverend William T, Starr, Evanston, Illinois
Norman Thomas, New York, New York
. Reverend Francis S. Tucker, Brooklyn, New York
“Dr. Harold C. Urey, La Jolla, California
Gerhard Van Arkel, Washington, D.C.
Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein, Chicago, Illinois -
Professor Francig D. Wormuth, Salt Lake City, Utah
Reverend Samuel A. Wright, San Rafael, California
Rabbi S. Burr Yampol, Chicago, Illinois.
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(_TH!5 SIDZ OF CARD 1S FOR ADDRESS }

Hen. John P, Kennedy

Hyannis Port, Mass,
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AT NOW TO FREE
TAURTON SOBELL FROM PRISON

For 10 years Morton Sobell,
an American scieatist, has
been in prison. Public opin-
ion urgently demands his
release. Experts question
whether he had a fair trial.
Thousands believe him inno-
cent of the '"conspiracy to )
commit espionage'' charge on
which he was condemned to
30 years, Others say the 30-
year sentence is outrageous.

See insidé for

more information }

Help right this wrong by signing the appeal below to Presi-
dent Eisenhower. By folding this page, it conveniently be-
comes ready for stamping and mailing to Washington.

- em o  dm o — e =

Dear Mr. President:

On November 19th, 20th and 21st there will be a
convening in Washington of Americans representing
the thousands who are asking freedom for Morton
Sobell during the traditional amnesty period at Christ-
mas. Decause sO many eminent individuals and or-
ganizations have raised questions about his continued
imprisonment, I would like to join in asking a com=
mutation of his sentence.

Mr. Sobell has steadfastlb maintained he is com-
pletely innocent, Hi . sentence contrasts sharp-
ly with lesser sentences given in espionage cases even
to persons who pleaded guilty, such as Klaus Fuchs,
Alan Nunn May and Francis Powers. Mr. Sobell has
already served 10 years. Certainly he and his family
have suffcred enough, and itis time to be merciful
and erant him relaren, -

T ot o Fld r

l.
|
i
l
l




i
'

e o v 3 e A ek M L e 7 i ke
f

PR
Lo . a2 4
. - N

s v
gl

u
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¥, ' ” f'iJ‘-' 4 The Central Labor Union Council of Min- - - : The California Demo-
e T A_;. ;" 3. neapolis, representing 100, 000 workers, o cratic Council, in asking
b 3 ‘:»F’;.'; calls for a new trial... The Brotherhood of Painters, a review by the President; “"There does exist the possi-
i -,::.14, Decorators, Paperhangers, Local 867, Cleveland, asks bility of human error in matters of judgment when that
. ‘ \;.‘-,-5:;‘.1, President Eisenhower ''to take necessary action to secure judgiment has been subjected to the political tensions of .
gl N W ultimate justice.'...Labor attorneys Harold Cranefield the day.*...U. S§. Congressman Randall S. Harmon, ¢
y : R B of Detroit and Gerhard Van Arkel of Washington have Indiana: "The possibility that an innocent man is im-
9 I N | asked Sobell's release. prisoned calls for careful study and positive action.”

P e

Norman Thomas: "Suppose
Mr. Sohell were guilty as . 8 o
. charged. What kind of justice is it that gives him 30 o
' years sentence, six years in Alcatraz, and still refuses i o e -
to consider any kind of reduction?'...Roger Baldwin, e ’ : -
Chairman, International League for the Rights of Man:
"I am opposed to the continued imprisonment of Morton
Sobell on the ground that the sentence was far too exces-
sive for the offense, dictated by the hysteria then sur-
' rounding spy charges."
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Nobel Prize scientist
Dr, Harold C. Urey:

1000 clergymen of different faiths have

) appealed for Murton Sobell's freedom. ..
' The Central Conference of American Rabbis has asked ] am astounded at how little there was about Sobell in the . l
President Eisenhower to review the case... Reverend trial. You cannot tell what he is even supposed to have L
Peter McCormack, Proiestant chaplain at Alcatraz done. . . . Historian Carleton Beals calls Sobell's convic- ' 1
while Morton Sobell was imprisoned there, says: “The ¢ tion a "'brazen denial of elementary rights" and 'so absurd
more I studied, the more convinced I became of the ' it is incrediblz.'. .. Law professors from Yale, the Uni-
man's innocence. To me no cry has had such merit to i versity of Chicago, New York U}iversity and other leading -
it as the cry for justice for Morton Sobell, " institutions have asked for Mortpn Sobell's freedom. i
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Mr. Morton Sobel
P.M.B. 71342

Atlanta 15, Georgia

President Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House

Washington, D. C.
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e i President Dwight D. Eisenhower ‘
The White House

Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr. President:

Because, like thousands of Americans, I believe that Morton Sobell
did not have a fair trial and consider his 30-year sentence cruel and
inhuman punishment;

Because Morton Sobell has steadfastly maintained his innocence
throughout his imprisonment; and

Because the holiday season is a time to renounce vengeance and to
actively scek justice and good will toward all men; therefore
1 urge you to grant clemency to Morton Sobell at this time.
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if a person's religion is a way e, a religious
liberal in one area presupposes a al position in
the others. The alternative is schizophrenia.
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When conscience speaks, religious liberals often
tend to become frustrated., The lack of an orientation,
a yardstick, hametrings action, Feeling strongly, yet
prevented from expressing their feelings through ac-
tion, many of us have become maladjusted. 'Thus /‘D
conscience does make cowards of us all; and thus the b
hative hue of resolution is sicklied o'er with the pale
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cast of thought, and enterprises of great pith and &"
morment with this regard their currents turn awry, . -
and lose the name of action.' i
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A Sermon Delivered on April 12, 1959
by
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WHEN CDNSCIENCE.SPEAKS

NPhe execution took place on August 23, 1927.....
The troops were called out to protect the prison and
the home of Judge Thayer, who never needed much of
a guard because, for the {few unhappy years he lived,
he was a serviceable red tag for the ‘reds.' Who
judged Dreyfus? Who judged Mooney? A dead judge
ign't of any use to the oppesition...... . Vanzetti
gaid: 'l want ta thank you for atl you have dome for
me, warden. 1 want to tell you that 1 armn innocent
and that I have never committed any crime but some-
times some sin. I thank you for everything you have
done for me. I am innocent of all crime, not only
this, but all, ] am an innocent man. I wish to forgive
some people for what they are now doing to me.' The
warden, who was in no way responsible, was hardly
able to make the prescribed announcement after the
execution, J*

the report of Phil Stong, at that time

er for the North American Newspaper Al-
as 8 years old in 1927, but I do recall the
injustice being raised at the dinner table,
attached téthe names Sacco and Vanzettl. 1 remem-
ber my father saying, "They must be guilty or they
would not be executed.* Sacco and Vanzetti were
arrested during the great red hunt of 1920, a shoe
workman and a pushcart fish peddler, As Phil Stong
reported at the time of the trial, "There had been so
wuch newspaper agitation against the murderous
ipeds' that the chauvinistic iouts on the jury would
have convicted Bart Vanzetti of riding a broomstick
if he had had a splinter in his finger, Being a wan-
dering {ish peddler, his alibi was worthless ., #

I was just learning to walk when Sacco and Van-
z&tti were arrested, and 1 musy admit that until a
few weeks ago, these names were to me only some
kind of a war-cry, like "Remember the Atamo, '
whenever someone felt there was an unjust accusa-
tion of a crime. As I yead the reports of the case, 1
ran across this statement by a conservative editor of
the Boston Transcript. '"No, of course they weren’t
guilty, When you are familiar with the transcript,
which you can't be through the newspaper reporting
of the trial, you'll see that it's more or less insult-
ing to anyone's intelligence to ask that question.....
if they'd been railroaded intelligently it would have
gaved all this,'' *

* ok % % K

1 have recently finished reading the one thousand
seven hundred and fifteen pages of transcript of the
Rosenberg-Sabell "conspiracy® trial which resulted
in the electrocution of Ethel and Julius Resenberg,
June 19, 1953, and the sentencing of Morton Sobell
to thirty years in prison, It was because 50 much
reference was made to Sacco and Vanzetti in relation

*'The Last Days of Sacco and Vanzetti” -- The Aspirin

Age, 1sabel Leighton, Simeon & Schuster, 1943,

to this trial, d. informed myeelf on that case also.

I must confess that I had not explored this matter
before because 1 have great faith in our courts, and
1 know there are spies and it is the court's job to
look after the matter, so why bother. I must also
admit that 1 have felt for a long time that this
Rosenberg-Sobell affair was a blurred picture, and
wag on my conscience, but when conscience speaks,
it does make cowards of us all; and if I did not lock
too deeply I might not need become concerned. Be-
sides, I have much else that conceras me and the
days are short.

However, on February ¢nd, a Presbyterian cler-
gyman who was just completing a lifetime in the
ministry called on me at the church office. He in-
troduced himself as the Reverend Peter Mc Cormack,
Minister of Visitation of Saint John's Presbyterian
Church ir San Francisco and former protestant chap-
fain at Alcatraz. He said that he wae there on behalf
of Morton Sobell. [ then recalled that it was Rever-
end Mc Cormack who after five years as chaplain at
Alcatraz had signed a petition asking for-a new trial
for Morton Sobell {who was then in Alcatnaz) and he
was relieved of his job for being too zealéus for the
welfare of the prisoners, :

I am afraid I gave this elderly Scoteh minister a
rough time, for it is written in the Panchatantra of
around 300 B.C,, "Guilty consciences alwa¥s make
people cowards," and Shakespeare picked up the re-
frain in Hamlet, "Thus conscience does make cow-
ards of us all; and thus the native hue of resolution
is micklied o'er with the past cast of thought, and en-
terprises of great pith and moment with this regard
their currents turn awry, and lose the name of ac-
tion." 1asked the Reverend Mc Cormack why 1
should be more concerned about Sobell than any of
the other persons on whose behalf 1 might act or had
acted. Hadn't the ¢case been before the Supreme
Court of the United States? 1 asked him why he was
so concerned about one man over and above many
others. 1even asked him what rale the Communist
Party members had in this case--and how did he
know that he wag not being used by forces that were
not at all interested in justice? ‘

Very simply, he told me that as Chaplain at Al-
catraz, he became perscnally closely acquainted with
Morton Sobell, that from his more than 30 years in
the parish ministry, he felt he knew Sobell well
enough to say that he believed he was utterly in-
capable of what he was charged; that Morton Sobell
was a man of professed convictions in the best
things of our tradition. He said that out of his in-
terest in the man, he acquired a copy of the trial
transcript, and upon reading it became convinced of
Sobell's innocence.

What Reverend Mc Cormack wanted from me was
to join in a commission of inquiry that would meet
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the requirements for the kind of Bglarly. independ-
ent and objective investigation necessary to raise the
need for a reappraisal of the case, to the end that
enough public cpinion might be brought to bear so
that new evidence and obvious perjury would open the
matter for a new look, with the reflection that comes
from the passage of titne, and a freedom from fears
and paseions of a few years ago. Moreover, he
pointed out, Morton Sobell, maintaining his imnno-

.cence, remains imprisoned under a thirty year sen-

tence, thus giving an urgency in human terms as well
as in historical necessity.

1 told the Reverend Peter Mc Cormack that if he
would send me a copy of the trial transcript, I would
carefully read it and give him my answer after I had,
in effect, done the independent investigation neces-
sary for me to express an opinion. He sent me the 8
booklets of the transcript which I still bave to return.
After reading the transcript carefully I have come to
the same conclusion as Dr. Harold C, Urey, the
world rengfvned atomic scientist of the University of
Chicago, jat "the proof of the guilt of Morton Sobell

is far fr satisfactory to me,' and that "additional
¢vidence @ bstantiating my suspicions has convinced
me that ti iury's verdict of guilty was incorrect and

Msenbergs were not ‘guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt, ' *

Well, what can be accomplished by bringing up
these matters after the Rosenbergs have heen ex-
ecuted? As Dr. Urey said, ""This case is of inter-
est to all who work on secret military matters, for
guch people are less secure than they were previous-
ly. This practice of giving immunity te criminals
(as in this case} in payment for testimony is particu-
larly pernicious. One criminal accuses another who
again accuses another until perhaps an innocent per-
son is accused and the chain is broken and we give
the maximum punishment to the innocent person.The
gystem encourages criminals. If you wish to com-
it a crime, pick out one of yeur ‘friends' or a re-
lative whom you do not like, compromise him in
various ways (namely ask him to ask his physician
about neceseary innoculations for a trip to Mexico),
then commit the crime and if caught give evidence
against your 'accomplice' and go free! Or, per-
haps someone else is doing this and you are the
taccomplice' without knowing it at ali’_.—'rhe prac-
tice sets the stage for framing innocent people, and
people who carry military secrets in their minds
are particularly threatened. Moreover, commun-
ism and espionage are not fought by executing inno-
cent people." *

Sobell and his family went to Mexico. The prose-
cution insisted that he went there to flee the country,
and a card with the words ""Deported from Mexico"
stamped on it was presented in court as evidence of
flight. Today there are official documents from the
Mexican government stating that their government
had nothing to do with the kidnapping of Morton

% Was Justice Done? Malcolm P. Sharp (Introduc-
tion by Harold C. Urey) Monthly Review Press, 1956

Sobell. # He.s taken from his family in Mexico
City by men claitning to be Mexican secret police
and charged with being a Johnny Jones who robbed

a bank in Acapulco of $15,000. He was refused a re-
quest to contact the American embassy, was beaten
wnconscious, driven to lLaredo, Texas, and deliv-
ered to a waitir , party of FBf agents. He had tour-
ist cards in his own name; he declared his camera in
Dallas, Texas, in his own name in order to avoid
tariff on his return home. Sobell's airline tickets,
visa, and camera declaration were in the FBI's
pessession until 1954, (three years after the trial)
when they were then released to Sobell's attorneys
who have incoporated them in the petitions which
were recently before the courts. Another incredible
thing in relationship to Sobell's trial is that only one
witness testified that Sobell had been involved in a
conspiracy. This witness, Max Elitcher, a boy-
hood frieng and forrner classmate, and a confessed
perjurer and inveterate liar, had the powerful mo-
tive of escaping a prison sentence when he acted as
a witness for the prosecution. Judge Kaufman him-
self said when he instructed the jury, "If you dé not
believe the testimony of Max Elitcher a8t pertains
to Morton Sobell, then you must acquit l% defendant
Sobell.' That jury in 1951 chose to belidqve Max
Elitcher, and Judge Kaufman sentenced Morton
Sobell to thirty years.

There are many aspects of this case into which 1
might go if I had the time this morning, 8o you
might undeTstand why 1 believe it is most important
that this whole matter be reopened -- if for no other
reason than our children's sake, because of the
kind of climate which we bequeath the next genera-
tion! When conscience speaks, it does make cow-
ards of us all, but some of us have been forced into
the open in the cause of justice. I feel as Lord
Bertrand Russell did when he wrote: "l am ashamed
to say that at the time of the Rosenberg-Sobell trial
I did not look into the evidence, I have now done so.
I am almost certain that the Rosenbergs were inno-
cent,....But the Rosenbergs are dead and pothing
can be done for them. Sobell, however, is alive
and it is not too late for the U. S, Goverament to
make some reparation to him."

To those of you who have never guestioned the
guilt of those convicted in the Rosenberg-Sobell case,
thie sermen no doubt comes as something of a shock.
It comes a5 a shock to anyone who implicitly trusts
the justice of American legal procedure. In speaking
of the Rosenbergs, Dr. Harold Urey said, '"People
ask why the prosecuting attorney and the FBI and the
judge should wish to see two insignificant people put
to death unjustly. After considerable conversations
with lawyers on this subject, including one who worke:
on the povernment side of this case, 1 concluded that
lawyers are more interested in whether all the legal
machinery functions according to all the rules, and
are not in the least interested in the arguments which
are important to me. There are exceptions, of cours:

* The Rev. Irwin Gaede, Unitarian Church of
_Westwood, California
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Personally, I do not know w.cr the Rosenbergs,
or Morton Sobell are guilty or innocent, Butlam
convinced in my own mind that much more should be
heard in a case where lies and counter lies are ob-
viously in evidence. If we believe in the striving for
justice and moral integrity in our country, this is a
matter which concerns each of ug. My conscience
will not let this matter lie,

Do you recall a senate investigating committee

" wondering how it could be possible that the Russians

could have sent two sputniks into cuter space while
we had sent none and deciding to inguire of David
Greenglags in Lewisburg penitentiary -- the same
David Greenglass whose testimony sent his sister
and brother-in-law {the Rosenbergs]} to the electric
chair? The committee came forth with the state-
ment that the Rosenbergs had given space travel in-
formation to the Russians more than teén years ago --
the inference apparently being that we knew how to
launch a successful satellite over a decade ago, but
that by spealing our "secrets’' the Russians beat us
into outg¥ space! Would any reputable scientist con-
firm sufl} a story? Yet this statement was tade by
the sa man who was the chiefl witness in the
Rosenb@g- Sobell trial,

The eyfus affair in France, the Sacco-Vanzetti
cage in our country, the political climate of the ear-
ly 1950's, with the loose nature of conspiracy charges
where little was needed to convict, the plausibility of
evidence by perjurers and self-confessed spies, all
this weighs upon my conscience. The climate in
which the Rosenberg-Sobell case was heard bordered
on the hysterical, It was a fearful time to speak out,
1 signed a petition {a citizen's constitutional method
of expression) and made the front page of the Boston
Traveler, with all the inference that 1 was part ol a
FIot 10 overthrow the United States Government and
turn it over to the Soviet Union! There was very lit-
tle sanity about, and it seemed as if the world had
gone a little mad.

I must confess that 1, too, wasg a little mad. 1
could have done much more than I did. The mark of
madness is disorientation, and I think even today the
religious liberal has badly lost his sense of direction.
We are confused, bewildered, and thwarted, In thesge
turbulent and challenging times, emotions well up to
seck expression; but the liberal cannot merely emote,
he tnust reason his reaction and under stand in order
to believe. He must believe in order to act, even as
he must act to affirm his belief. He is suspicious of
authority, allergic to propaganda, yet he must have
information in order to undersiand. Being over-
whelmed by competing, often conflicting propagandas,
he is confused, thwarted, maladjusted.

Someone coined the phrase, '"We suffer the pa-
ralysis of analysis." True as this is it does not
describe what seems to be the basic malady. The
basic malady, it sBeems to me, is our loss of faith

in moral Ju The detachment of moral law from
superstitioud' sanctions has reduced its impressive-
ness. With no Hell and no wrath of God to punish the
wrong doer, evil has become less frightening, and s«
with other dogmas of religion. What we often fail to
see iz that dogmae come and go but the values and
the sense of enduring purposes which these things sy:
bolized are the foundation of civilization., And when
they have gone, so has each civilization in history,

Since the end of the second world war we have
talked about the desperateness of our situation and
have acted as though it were not desperate at all.
We are schizoid -~ a nation with a split personality.
And it is high time we became cured of it. This is
not just a matter of government. I happen to know
among many business concerns it is a common prac-
tice to employ specialists in the avoidance of taxes.
A battle of wits goes on between those who draft tax
bills and those who search for loopholes in the legis-
lation. This is not illegal; but then neither is it il-
legal for a collector of taxes to buy an automobile at
a friendly price. It is a matter not of legality but of
morality. The next step, of course, gomes when
the collector is expected to favor the Antomobile
dealer when he finds himself in tax ditﬁculties. Of
course you can say why be fussy? Why not get wise
and do what everybody elee does? Lobbyists for big
concerns succeed in influencing legislation. The
newspapers are not honest. They seldom print what
might reduce their advertising. Even the ghurches
are not honest. How often de they preach the truth
to the big contributors? This disease is internation-
al in scope -- attacking nations, groups, and indi-
viduals. It is a philosophy of reaction which in the
eayly 1950's, in fear of real or imagined threats to
the status quo, took refuge in name-calling, suppres.
give activities, the illusion of infallibility, and the
refusal to tolerate disagreement however sincere, It
is the philosophy of the pseudo-radical, the militant
revolutioni st who would overthrow by violence one
form of tyranny only to put in its place a more sweej
ing, more dictatorial tyranny of another sort. It is
not new. It is as old as history. It conducts inguisi-
tions. It shies at shadows and finds bogey-men
{whether called fascists or communists) lurking a-
sround every corner of social change, hiding under
the beds of respectable ¢itizens, or threatening the
masses. My point is that liberals if religion have a!
lowed themselves to be taunted by those who personi-
fy the exact opposite. Citizens who pride themaselve:
upon democracy in religious matters often prove in-
tolerant -- even aggressively authoritarian -- in
politics or industrial relations, I heard them try to
outlaw the same party and for the same reasaons of
hysteria that led us to bill Hitler after World War [
"35 a bulwark against communism,' We too easily
forget that this means our political party may be out-
lawed tornorrow by majority rule, Preachers of the
open mind in theological matters often become vehe-
ment with those who hold opposing views in other
areas.
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Excerpts from a Talk by Profeszor 'Thomas I., Emerson
of the Yale Law School scheduled for Delivery at a
Panel Discussion on the Morton Sobell Case at the
Hotel Shoreham, Sunday, Nov. 20, 1960.
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The reason for our meeting is, of course, the growing convi
that injustice has been done ir the trial, conviction and the co
3! tinuing imprisonment of Morton Sobell, I share that conviction,
. 4 I want, at the outset, to give my reasons to you.

b

First, a few words as to the facts and the background of th
case. The bare facts are, I am sure, known to all of uss Horto:
Sobell was indicted in October, 1950, along with the Rosj:bergs :

L3
L
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two other conspirators for comnitting espionage. It was charged
they had transmitted information esyential to the securi I the
United States to a foreign power, namelv the Soviet Union.

The trial of the three defendants (two were not inc¢luded  in
trial), the Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell, took place in March, 1€
They were, as vou know, convicted, The Rosenbergs were sentencec
death and Norton Sobell was sentenced to 30 years in prison. He
served the beginning of that time, and until 1958 in Alcatraz. 1
1958 he was transferred to Atlanta.

P e R
‘s
€2

Py way of further vackground, I think it is impertant to
remember the tense and hysterical atmcsphere at the time of the t
and the subsequent appeals. It wae February 9, 1950, that Senatc
FieCarthy made his first speech at Wheeling in which he held in hi
hand a list of 205 members of the Communist Party in the federal
government. It was the beginning of ths McCarthy campzaign.

Y

The trial began on March 6, 1951. On March 8, 1951, the
Committee on Unamerican Activities opened its famous hearing on
hollywood, the motion picture industry. And so it went on during
that period. It was hardly a period for calm consideration or
reflective judgment. It wag, rather, a period of fear-ridden- pani
and intemperate action. We are gererally, gradually, I think,
beconming ashamed of many of the things we did during that time, or
allowed others to do.

Now I want to state briefly the reasons why I feel that the
continued imprisconment of Morton Sobell infringed upon his rights
upon our feelings of justice. First of all, is the matter of the
abduction from lexico. In June of 195C, Horton Sobell went to Mex
with his family, lived in an apartment there under his own name.
Eight o'clock cne evening, Mexican Secret Service Police in plain

beat him into uncongciousness., He was put into a car and driven t«

the United States who were ready and waiting for him.,
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) Clearly, the abduction was instigated and arranged by the ¥siy
indeed, slthougdthey have had an cpportun to deny that, they ha
not done so. e action was illegal and oltrageous. It was an act
of a police state, unworthy of the governrment of the United States.
For various legal reasons, it has not constituted a defense in the
case, But the fact is that Morton Sobell, by this action, was
deprived of the rights as a citizen of a civilized country. It was
also prejudicial to his trial, because it precluded the possibility
of Sobell returning voluntarily. It was put up to the jury as
dramatic indication that Morton Sobell had a gufilty conecience- and
was attempting to flee. For this reason alone, it geems to me, the
conviction of Morton Sobell is a tainted one, and the result should
not be allowed to stand.
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Secondly, there is considerable doubt concerning the evidence
in this case. This is a matter on which there are, of course,
differences of opinion. But I think this much is certainly a minim-

at can be said, and should be said. The entire case against Mortc
obell rested in the end upen the testimony of a single witness, Ma:
litcher, Elitcher, who had been a classmate of Sobell, teptified
bout two things: he testified that Sobell had asked him to[supply

formation for transmission to a foreign country and to get others
to do so also. And he testified that Sobell had taken to Julius
Rosenberg a can of microfilm containing important information, What
the information was, was never disclesed,

This is the only direct testimony that linked Sobell with
espionage or with the rest of the alleged conspiracy. Unless this
testimony is believed, there is no case, and the courts have made tl
guite clear. I thirk a careful reading of the evidence gives one a
impression of very doubtful credibility. 1In the first place, Elitcl
was not a reliable or unprejudiced witness, He, and it was known t
the government, had committed perjury in signing a government
application, and he was subject to prosecution. He was therefore
hardly in an independent or secure position so far as his relations
with the prosecution were concerned.

There was no testimony that Elitcher gave information to
Sobell, or Sobell to Elitcher. And there was no tegtimony as_to whe
was in the film that was supposed to have been transmitted. Furthe:
more, the whole story of the film is a highly implaucible one. The
story was, as given by Elitcher, that he once had gone to see- Morto
Sobell, had told him that he was being followed by FBI agents, and
that thereupon Sobell had taken the can of film and, along with
Elitcher, had gone, and while Elitcher wited in the car, delivered
it to Julius Rosenberz. It is utterly fantastic to suppose that
upon being notified that Elitcher was being followed by the FBI,
Sobell would have seized that particular occasion upon which to
deliver the film to Rosenberg.

That is the testimony. It is, I submit, rather difficult to
believe. There was also other testimony with regard to trips made
by Sobell frem México City to other cities in Mexico in which he ma
inquiries about a trip to other countries, This was nov explained,
armi Morton Sobell did not take the stand. It is evidence, perhaps, ©f

> " hisz intention to leave the United States, but it is, of course,
entirely collateral and circumstantial, and without Elitcher's
testimony, it comes to nothing in itself.
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~ One cannot, therefore, escape the feeling that the jury's
decision reflected the hysteria and pressures of the time more than
a rational weighinrg of the evidence before ite.

My third reason is the fact that Sobellts case was lumped with
the atomic conspiracy involving the Rosenbergs. The main case of th
government was against the Rogsenbergs, and the main part of that cas
involved the allegations of transmitting jnformation with respect
to nuclear weapons to the Soviet Union. There is not a shred of
ovidence that Sobell was engaged in any conspiracy with respect to
atomic weapons of this sort, even if Elitcher is believed. And
dragging Sobell into a trial involving the highly-charged and comple
roblems with respect to the allegations against the Rosenbergs was
alculated and did, 1 think, result only in confusing and inflaming

he jury.

, A separate and Eational consideration of Sobell's cas became
1most impossible. t was on this ground that Judge Jeromg Frank,
in the Court of Appeals, dissented from the majority opinion. He I
that because the Sobell case had been combined with the atomic
conspiracy case, Sobell had been given an unfair trial, and that th’
case, as to him, should have been reversed. With this I agree.

o

The fourth issue I want to raise is the question of the severi
of the sentence. On the facts proved, and assuming they were true,
a sentence of 30 years Sseems a1l out of proportion to the .gravity ¢
the offense. 1t will be remembered that Dr. Klaus Fuchs pleaded
guilty to major atomic espionage and was given 14 years sentente,
and is about to be released from jail. This, of course, Was in
England. Allan Nunn May, also in England, was given 2 sentence of
10 years, of which he served 6 years and g months. David Greengla-
who was obviously much further involved on his ownD and the govern-
ment's testimony, was given 15 years. Mrs. Greenglass was not
indicted at all. 1t seems to me that the harshness of the sentenc
which I believe to be also a product of the tensions of the period
should now be rectified.

H W
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Finally, there is the matter of the confinement O Alcatraz.

Until 1958, aome 5% years, Sobell was jmprisoned 4in Alcatraz.
Tis action, it seems to me, was clearly vindictive and vicious.
Alcatraz is a prison for so-called incorrigibles. It is a grim anc
jnnuman place. There is probably no justification for Alcatraz it:
but there is certainly no justification for sending Morton Sobell

there. Five and a half years in Alcatraz 18 enough penalty for ar
man, in my judgment, regardless of his crime. Instead of sending

to Atlanta, Sobell should have been released.

These, then, are my reasons for feeling that injustice has b
‘done to Morton Sobell: the apduction from Mexico, the flimsy natu
of the evidence against him, the mingling of his casé with the at
: ' conspiracy, the severity of the sentence, the cruelty of Alcatraz

%s I said at the beginning, 2 growing number of people have
reached the same conclusion that 1 have put fo;ward-to you NowWe.
commencing with Dre Harold Urey, Yobel Prize winner, and Professc
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Malcolm Sharp of Chicago, these people include such well-known
Americans as the late Seaator Langer, Reinhold Niebuhr,

Waldo Frank, Carlton Beals, Roland Bainton. They include such
distinguished Europeans as Jean Paul Sartre and lord Russell.
They include the sponsors of the Sobell Committee, and thousanc
of others. Living and glorying in the democratic tradition,

we cannot remain gilent.
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