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RICHARD WRIGHT
Cy 89 lefferts Place, Apb. ‘C-23
: Brooklyn 16, N- !c o

S '”:» . ' Please refer to our.fiio,No. 1004z1624<,

CHEP ‘when forwarding to this office:

return éards )
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P : Your cooperation in this mat.ber is preatly
appreciated ’ .

E. B, %noy ‘ //!ﬁoc

Special Agent in Charge
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. |Negro Author
Criticizes Reds|
As Intolerant
Wright, Discussing His Own

BreakWith Communists,:
3 | ‘SaysPartyFearsNewldeas

13

o
\\\ ! The Communist position on the
\,»‘ / American Negro has undergone &
i / “distinct and lamentable regres-

riy member, sald here yesterday

r

1

\ slon” in recent years, ard

i th:. Negro author an%ﬁ

i pa g

\ 7 in describing Communists as “nar-!

. ¥ row-minded, bigoted, intolerant
. d frightened of new ideas which

’ on't 1§ into their own.” .

Mr.  Wright's remarks wqre

-ompted by questlons growipg

t of an article which he
T written for “The Atlantic Mont}-

1y” for August under the title ®f
“T Tried to Be a Communist.” .
In this eiticle, the author of
“Native Son” and other books dis-
cusses his earliest experiences 8s
a Communist party member in
Chicago, touching on the prob-_
l lems he faced in trying to present
-y -\|his own {deas to the party.

The August “Atlantic Monthly”
describes-the article as the first of
two installments and Mr. Wright,
|sald. yesterday that he wowld not.
|discuss the specific detafls of his
Chicagq - break .with the Com-
|munists because these will be cov-
lered "in “the second magazine
|article. . K : g
1 Mr. Wright saié that his Com-
munist party membership covered
the period, roughly, from the latter
'part of 1932 or early 1933 to 1940.
His early association with the
‘Communists in Chicago, he. said,
‘was broken {n 1937, wiesrivo-83S

eseeReT={rom the varty. -

DATDQ{AA/E»’-- BY QR g

L 4

On thissits with the pmgl,mm‘
!about May until August, , Mr.,
Wright said ; that bhe was re-
instated {n New York in 1837 and
“meaintained & relationship” with’
the party until 1940 when, he said,
he left the party. .

Discussing what he described as
the “lamentable regression” in the
Communist party position on the
American Negro, Mr. Wright gald
that he does not know the reason
for this, : : . -

“Publicly,” he  said, “Commu-
nists will deny that there is any
substantial change In their mili-
tancy but privately they offer any
handy excuse. The militancy on
the Negro question has passed into:
the hands of right-wing Negroes.'
That was not true eight years ago..
Most of the battles then were led
by Communists.” o

In answer to the question as to
what caused the Chicago rift b~-
tween him and the Communists,
Mr. Wright said: .

‘It was an accumulation Yof
Imany things—not s0 much & leg/-
| 7 as an ejection over a diff§--
erjce’ of opinion. I had my wly
oft expressing my. conception sof
Negro ‘experience in my writing.
I thought it would be of value to
them. They had thelr ideas of
how I should react as &8 Commu-
nist. There was an irréeconcilable
gap between our attitudes.” :
| Mr.. Wright said that ‘I do not
lregard the Communists today as
'Ieﬂ‘ect.'lve instruments for soclal
ichange” and observed that “the)’
Communists have & terrible lot to| -
learn about people.” . -
“Communists,” he added, “pecul-
iarly are too much the victims of
the very soclety they are trylng
to change. This too often -finds
expression in intolerance and nag-
rowness. I mean, general intoler-
ance, in an imperious way of
working, ~ . .

“What it amounts to is' that
they are Harrow-minded, bigoted,
intolerant and frightened of new
Jdeas which ‘don’t fit into thelr
-OuDeixhather these ideas-ert-Tifht
or wrong." - . : ’
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Wright Quits "Eri| "

It took a Jong time for Richard RGNS 2 -
Yeright, ;;b RNegro writer, 15 ToR| = p— j TR Dowesen

--=-Mr. Wiand
Where, until recently, he was <. ey s N '
one of the high priests of the Com- / J o G/ S ---Mr- Cromt
g:;lﬁ Party staunchly defending| / T -==-3r. Doyle .
eology as the only possible M B
palitica philosophy for his race| e jooom e o,
e_was hurling epithets at — = . L) Mr. Chaterg
lh.s former Communlst comrades. : CeoE G g
{  “Blgoted! Intolerant! Nar- -/ T

row-minded!,” were a few of the |

cholcest ln.be!s .applied to all |
| Commanists by the author of
i “Native Son” and other books,

"W shrot svutsae | ALL INFORMATION CONTAI

th_lft'toth right d | Al 1 D
the et t the right was reveaeel - EQFIN S YHCLASSIFIE

Aughst “Atlantic Monthly” under DA‘[E !a_l;n / __&_ﬁ_ BYJ

the Yitle of “I Tried to Be a Com- “a
munfst.® - ' . ;‘/993 TN et oy

Eigborating on the artlcle
lwright discussed why- he “took
js walk” on the Communist Party
'back in 1940 after discovering that

ceain Girneite

prti R

R} SRS

\ED- D >

"“": 2 LS T L

[N o NN

SN

vPles v.v.u-

ean M Stepiny

'the Reds live a ll¢ to their ideals ot e
! At the same time Wright ad- Foeemrisonss con
«vised all members of his race to i i b oo f
‘take & walk with him. He de- sease GorcTHPITLE . L e
‘scribed the Communist Party posi- Cu umunlst called another white Y H
tion on the American Negro as & Communist to one said and dis- } I
“lamentable regression” and gde- cussed what should be done to -
‘clared that the “militancy onfthe|  get'mé, a black Chicago. Com- : o
Negro question has passed jmto munist, housed.” £
the hands’of right-wing Negres.” | ‘wofe otf thg whtite Cdomm ts
o y ¢ ent out and returned LoLermE
“HAVE LOT TO LEARN. ved and sweating” _to a.n!rlxoun R
* “I do not regard the Com- e had had no luck. 9« L
. munlsts today as effective in- “I'm golng t5 eall someon/e Y
struments for social change* know, he _sald, . desperately. ol
Wﬂ:ht said, “The Communisis "s‘y. how ‘bont a nleCl for thel R N f‘
have a terrible lot to learn about pbone?“ J ] _ ( :
people. ' Wright, dlsmst.ed resolved th]:
“Communlsis peoullarly are i Heep standing up-on the sldewsik|". £ 5
too much the victims of the very untll, ‘he said, & white .womanl| " %t
soclety they are trying to change, ¢ Communist took Pty on him and| " c e
This too often finds expression { took him to ther home where she ! S
in Intolerance and narrownest (i introduced him to her husband, ' i ,‘f't
And I mean general intolerance - e : ) ..

in an imperious way of working, e e e e e T
“What it amounts to is that -~
‘\they are narrow-minded, bigot. | . :

; D ncilabie aur atdtages were , CLIPFING FROM

me VOI\\ o
wmugtn ':ot 1dut of. what N. Y. JOU'»?_uLimﬁ'm;?r
equauty" in 1935 when he at- - Juk.22 194
s’ congress in e 7 T Y 3
Wight had come on from &hy T OR-ARDID 3Y W, Y., DIVISION
by hitchhiking with sev
mehbers of his race.
asked about housing ae- f
odations and all white
" members of the Communist-:
Party looked embarassed”, Ilc,
| BARET walled =hile ams'sars

intolerant and dfrk:lt:‘!:ﬂ’l :: . )
. new {deas which don" n if LDERAL BUq
- thelr own, whether these 1deas ° EAl OF INV
are right or wrong.” ! : u.s, DEPAQTN:N? o,_! Ezgg E gy Zt
“They tried to Lell me how X ° ! 313
, should react as a Communist,™ . AU G P 1944 . £

M




PITTSBURGH COURIIR

AUGUST 5, 1944 EDITIO

/ - 1t took 'ichard Wright ot
“Native Son” fame,from 1933
~ $6:1944 to discover that Com-
munists are “parrow-minded,
. bigoted, intolerant and fright-
ened at new ideas which don't
fit -into their own.” He has
algo -discovered at this late
. ) date a “laméntable regres-
sion” in the Reds position on
the American Negro. The
story is told in the August
Atlantic Monthly, Their mg-
itancy on the Negro has vag-

fshed, be charges. "

: e " «ew

‘ALL THIS WAS obvious to hon-
est, alert ‘minds from the begin-
ning. As agents of a forelgn gov-
ernment, secretly commit to the
overthrow of American {institu-
tions, the Reds are onl loyal:to
Stalin -and his Aslatic {'nmmany.
They dumped the Scottsboro .rack-
et “when it was no longer profit-
able, abandoned the “Black and
\Vhite” flim to speed.U. S. recog-

nitfon and have now soft-pedaled
ngﬂgﬂon'for_ﬁual rights because
it might' interfere th - the  war
effort, - They have double-crossed

\_overybody. .
N T eee /
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L. By DANTON WALKER Q
, The Home Front ) . I .-
. General Douglas MacArthur is in line for a Cabinet
» | post (probably Secretary of War) if F. D. R. gets his g
3 | Fourth Term. . ., . Vice President Wallace, due to etart
€ | actively campaigning for Roosevelt next month, will be
€ | rewarded with the No. 1 food job of the world, as head
t | of a commission to create a permanent United Nations
2 relief setup. . . . Anna Roosevelt Boettiger may become
: . comvgure  official s e ere- 3 b
- . W tary for her?
y Lo . father; even
* ’ now, those who ‘I
a formerly ap-
n’ proached Harry
. Hopkins for
o Presidential fa-
q ' wors must now |
» see Mrs. Boet

tiger. ., . . James :
r Byrnes, the “As
P sistant Presi- B
it dent,” will quit
d his war mo-|
d bilization post
k after t};e elec- —_—
£ Jon tion and accept Anoa
B, a $100,000 job 3

- H‘: pwith “Ben Co- B”“’:" .
E en's law firm. , . . France will get an Ambassador from .
v | the U. S, some time next month, and Norman Armour {s % @- %M,
3 | highest on the list of candidates at present. . . . Diple- ‘
d | matic Rumor of the Week is that Hitler has been out of
n | Germany .since Aug. 1, and a double will soon oblige by J/ ‘{ 9 SZ%

being assassinated. . . . Lloyd's of London now offers 8 €o
a § that Getmany surrenders unconditionally before Oct. 31,

. * » »

t Donald Nelson’s wmission to China is to Iron eut
* | ‘differences between Allied chieftains in that sector. Upon .

his return, he will be groomed to replace a prominent
New Dealer, now out of favor. .. . Mme. Kung, wife of
the Minister of Finance, is now tke most influential lady

in China. ... Col. Carlos P. Romulo, Pulitzer Prize winner,

is due to succeed Joaquin Miguel Elizalde as Resident
Commissioner of the Philippines. . . . Judge Juvenal,
Marchisio, who has been loaned by .the local Domestie
Relations Court to American Relief for Italy, departs for
Rome shqrtly. . . . The present United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration is on the verge of liquida-
tion. . . . On the heels of the liberation of France, 8 new .
French Purchasing Commission will buy $200,000,000

1] worth of supplies in this country.. . Another by-product

=*] of France's release will be an outbreak of Broadwasy
musical comedies with a Paris background. . . . Washing-"
ton has proof of secret Nazi war prisoner camps where

: thousands are held, wil;hout‘possibllity of outside relief.
7 .y o N . . - - s
Sidney Hillman is due‘to be given the air by F. D. R, -] s

d “right” after the election,” according ‘to a promineat i z 00 ~ %2 ? - = !

Y | Chicago Democrat %enﬁu political future depends F- B I

£ | on a Fourth Term. . /. Richard Wright, author of “Native . .

‘® | Son,” has started an upro 12 two-part serial In the |

% Atlantic Monthly called “I Tried to Be a Communist.” ... ]

5L | Plan for a Federation of Catholic States of Ewrepey=with AUG 3 (1 1944
;e the okay of ‘Stalin and Churchill, has been submitted to '

" the Pope. . . . William Bullitt is said to be the unofficlal N Y 'S

' } liaison officer for communications between Vatican City - - -

€ L and Moscow. . . . Dr. Floyd Rlack, president of the Ameri- : - '

} can College of Istanbul, played an important role in nege- i/ -
r | tiations for Bulgaria’s withdrawal from the war. . .. Brig. oF

t § Cen. William O’Dwyer, now in Italy, notifiea New York

; § friends that he'll Yetire from politica when his termé as

; | Brooklyn District Attorney is over. . . . Licut..-Dave Hop- <

1 | Kins, son__of‘ anr.y, _io .buck.hen for a new uuig:.une-.t. -2\ Lq t/

b =T
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,!emnglo'ntlmewhenhe 3

-the hlgh cast of llvlng, Wright
fys: - .o
3 "Iwulntbe-ldslolwrmn(a

‘ of pori cheps was tabulated, long-
ing to

Wr!ght‘n shameful manner of
wrmng sbout Negroes s disgust-

Hentemtohisuuurewomn
in. :Chicago.. ' These -.ctoﬂ/mns

o':Nesromcnametomquce

| Wright, ‘expressing contempt. .
| these Negro' actars, hides .behind .:

sxnredact.g‘onsuunsthlm. 1;_‘
\.Qﬂ 3 e
T

CAmICAY »
£ Wright .. euhtnrs " Ne
Jheum- 1n the Communist move-

-Igex}tv_o:
i

outdde. as ,u t.heym

be &t lnme wit.h my wﬂt-"

ing and damaging to their dignity.
- ple. It showed ﬂ.ﬂure on his part

Ize;thettrecanngxegrom;

ing Jhow’ the" ‘dignity- of Negroes;
should ~be - .upheld,‘protested: ..
' one.play erght submlh -
ed. “Referring o' fhis' incident, .-

wn‘ht m-q .7 1\ sl‘ deldklﬁon 8108- ‘.t

called upon to secept an assigni’
‘mentt8 head a committee against -

.. ‘directly, that he- -did not want to ,

nlvel ‘and: he' (the - Communist) - -
’ ell!inglne from' “totlbnhte__'
s ‘of- greceriex. 3. Ui ,vY - !
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Federal Bureayw of Inuestigation

‘ Untited States Departnient of Justice
New York 7, New York

June 18, 1946

MEMO

RE: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT;
SECURITY MATTER - C

The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street,

Brooklyn, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the subject's address was
apartment 3F, 82 Washington Place, New York City.

In view of this fact it is sugeested that a Security Index
Card be appropriately changed and the Bureau advised.

ALL INFORMATIO: CONTAINED:
UEREIN 15 LHCLSSFED o )

1232
JTH: %TEML S>8SGLk> -~

109ﬂ41674
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Federal Burcan of Fnucstigation
1nited States Aepartment of Justice
New York 7, New York

=
September 23, 1947
MEMO

RE: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT
SECURITY M TTER - C

Attached hereto is a copy of the report of Confidential Informer D
dated July 2, 1947 concerning the above~captioned subject.

The report reflects that according tom the Chicago
Defender, the subject no longer is of a Marxdst frame of mind, having told g
stories concerning the Party that were shocldng- n X

4 i o

.
417

A. C. Burlinson

cc-=100=14581 _ -
ALL INFGRIATION CONTAINED
HEREIH IS UM ool ifinee P2
DATE o Ja>/E& Bl A~

ACB: MK

10041674
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New York, New You
November 3, 1950

MEMO:

RE: RICHARD NATEALIRL WRIGHT
SM -C

telephonically c acted
for

On 11/1/50 the write

the purpose of ascertaining WRIGHT!S whereabouts so that he could be

interviewed in the cese entitled Applicant - VOA (N.Y.
file advised that WRIGHT residss parmanently at 14 Rue

Monsieur Le Prlnce, Paris, France, and is not expected to return to the

U.S. in the near future.
e  —
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a Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
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Pages contain information fumished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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u] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your

request is listed in the title only.

o Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.
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to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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EATINNAL COURCIL OV ANZHICAF SOVIR®
FRIRNDSHIP
INTERRAL FCURIIY & C

On December @, 1968 , pursusnt to 2 Depertwent reguest g forverded to the
NYO by Bulet deted, Decerber 3, 1953, an attempt was mede to contact LARGSTOER
BUGHES, Yogro poel, end inturview hix cenocarning his rmowviedgs of subjeot
organisation and bis willingnesa to testify hefore the SBACB in this matier now
pending before the Board uvnder the Internsl Sscority Act of 1860, The attempted
contact vis mede et hie home at 20 Emet 127tk £t,, NYO, bovever, the writer ead
ere advised Ty 2 person who tdentified himself es WILLIAK
KARPER tha vas not st home tut wes i{n downtown Bev York contacting hie
padlishera {n connection with one of his books, Mr, BARPYRE ststed that hs wvas
HUGRRS! unole and owned the house st 20 ¥, 127th and that HUGHRS resided there vith
hin, MEVENEEEE vas appratsed of the identity of the Agents and ves requested to
sdvise EUJHXS to contaos the wiiter at the FBI office at the errliest moment so
that the purpose of thetr vistt could be taken up with hin 4GSHARRIR Alsclosed
that the telephons aumber of the residence wvas listed in his name and that the
gunber vas A? (ATVWATER) 9-8585 end that ZUGHRS ocould de remched through that nusber,

On thh aama date ﬂf"
for RICHARD X, vRIGH?, the NWegro writer end suthor of * ¥Native Soa2%, var contacted

Yy the writer in an effert to ascertain if WVRION? had returned from France snd the
sddress vhare he resided, advined that VRIGHT wme still o 4 apé
was still residing in Psiis, ce and intended remaining there for an indefinite
period of ti-. Durs that he wag nat -

stated that YRIOH? would never be will ing {0 retura
this oountry aad ‘make himself the center of & patlic controversy as e vitness
mcomuc hie pest affilistions with the Commmist Party becanse of his ® extrems
shyness. ¥ end further VRIGHT's story hed been told fa the public press azd by

his own vritings ead ha oonsidered that as the end of the smtter, Ho said rurthu
that he doudted that VRIGHT would consider o dspoeitionm fs the matter snd in the
event such o thing wes oonuan& the question should be henfled throvgh him as

he vas ag close to WRIGH? as a ' white sun® could be and relied on hinm tn moh matter

oot mm (100-25778)

' N, MRIGE? (100-41674) -M;‘"L//é 7([_* SJ*
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Director, PBI (100-1L6964) 12/15/53
SAC, New York (1G0-7518)

NATIONAL (OUNCIL OF AM&EICAN-
SCVIET rRIGZNDSEIP, ING.
IS-C; ISA 1950

Rebulet to #sslistant Attorney General WARREN OLNEY III
dated 12/3/53, copies of which were furnished to the NY0O, request-
ing the interview of LANGSTON HUGHES and RICHARD WRIGHT.

Pursuant to Department requests and Bureau instructions
as set forth in rebulet, LARGSTON HUGHES e Negro wrlter sand
oet was interviewed by SA'S and
b on 12/10/53 at his home at 20 E. 127th St., NYC, in regard
to hie knowledge and availability to testify concerning the

National Counéll of American-Sovliet Friendship end its forerunner,
the Friends of the Sovlet Union. :

At the very outeet of the interview a copy of the amended
petition of the case of HERBERT BROWNELL, JR., Attorney General
of the US, Petitioner versus the National Council of American-~
Soviet Friendship, Inc., Respondent, was made available to Mr.
HUGHES for his perusal, and the ellegstions as set forth therein
were discussed with him,

After a review of the petition, Mr. HUGHES advised that
he was surprised that he was being spproached concerning this
orgenization, inaemuch a& he knew nothing ebout it and could offer
no information concerning it. He stated that he had bsen a "paper
member® of the NCASF until approxiwe tely one year ago, at which
time he was in receipt of a plece of correspondence from the NCASF
wbich Indiceted that he was coneidered by that organization as a
member. HBUGHES said that as soon as he became aware of that fact
he immediately wrote the NCASP and requested that they remove
his name from thelir rolls, which he stated they did.

L Mr, HUGHES was asked whether or not it was correct that

he at one time during the 1930!'s was & member of the National
Committee of the Friends of the Soviet Union, and algo & member

of the Editorial Council of the publication, "Soviet Russia Today",
which at thet time was the officlal publication of the Friends

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

- I IR (SR VG HEREN IS UG S
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Letter to Director
NY 100-7518

of the Soviet Union. HUGHEE acknowledged thet fact wes
probably true, but he had no present recoliection of the
organization today. He steted that he did recell having
contributed severel articles to the magazine, "Soviet Russia
Today". However, like many other organizations of the

"left wing category" of which he had been a member or spansor
in the past years, his relationshipewith those organizations
were merely paper relationships and he hed no knowledge of
their inner workings or any connection they might have had
with the CP. According to BUGHES, his articles which appesred
in "Soviet Russla Today" were written for that magazine at
the request of ite editor, JESLICA EMITH, whom he stated he
only knew in a very casual way.

HUGHES volunteered the informetion that during
the 1930's and up until approximately 1946 he had actively
participated primerily as & speaker and through offering the
use of his name with what he wouid describe as the left wing
groups. However, he stated that he knew nothing of the CP
connactions of these groups and could offer no informution
concerning thls aspect of these organizations at this time.

HUGHES, in response to a direct question concerning
whether or not he was a member of the CP, stated that he had
never been & member of the CP, elthough he would admit having
cooperated with the left wlng element in this country down
through the years. He stated that & fair statement concerning
his position as regards the CP and the so called Cormunist
Ifronts would b2 that be hed been used by the left wing groups
to promote the CP line on the Negro question. However, at
the same time he himself hed made use of the left wing element
to further his own position &8s & writer and poet. HUGHES
explained this by. stating that a man who writes poetry of any
kind hag & difficult time obtaining publication and as-a
sz a Negro poet this was even a more difficult job.

HUGHES stated that becsuse of this "Jim Crow situtation
he turned to .the left wing press and found it aympathetic
end & ready outlet for his writings. He advised thet because _
of this mmtual working agreement he had néver serlously attempted }

e T

to curb the use of his name among the left wing groups until
approxime tely 1947.  He stated that after World War II he
concluded that the Negro interests in this country could be
better served and sdvanced by adopting the program of WALTER
WHITE of the National Asacciation for the Advancement of
Colored People, and since that time he has attempted to have
his neme withdrawn from the left wing groups.

-2-
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Letter to Director
NY 10¢-7518

In conclusion regarding his activities in the
left wing groups, HUGHES volunteered the informntion that
throughout this entire perlod,which began approximately in
1932 or 1933 arfter his return from a trip to Russie, he had
only once been approached directly to become & member of
the CP. He sald that during his trip to Moscow, which was
made in connectlion with a proposed production of & Soviet ,)
motion picture which never came off, the i, %
wife of the haed asked him directly
to join the CP in this country. e stated that she could
not understand why any Americen Negro, due to the repression
practiced in the US, was not & member of the CP.

HUGHES stated that he did not follow her suggestions
and he felt thet a study of ell his writings as a collective
group would in most instances reflect that he wus & men
of ideaes and independent thought and as such could not submit
to the disciplined thought processes required of a Communist.
HUGHES admitted that during his esrly youth he had written
several poems that might indlcate othepwiss, particularly the
poens, "Good-by Ghrist" and "One More S in the USA Workers
Sona®™,. However, HUGHES stated that he was not proud of these
particular works of his and had left them out of an anthology
of his poems that he later published.

It should be noted that throughout the interview
HUGHES admitted knowing PAUL ROBESON, JAMES FORD, LOUISE
THOMPSON PATTERSON, WILLIAM A, PATTERSON, and FERDINAND SMITH.
However, he disclaimed any knowledge of their CP memberehip
other than indicating that it was public knowledge that they
were consldered to be members of the CP., However, he dis~
claimed to heve any personal knowledge of this, although
they were at one time or another associates of his.

It should be noted that during the course of the
interview the identity and names of officials of the Friends
yiet Union end the NCASF such as ch/
CORLISS LAMONT, THEODORE BA ICA
i R m ad others were specifically .
mentioned to and with the exception of CORLIES LAMONT.
and JESSICA SMITH, HUGHES steted that he 4id not know these
~ individuale end could furnish no information concerning them.

-3
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Letter to Director
NY 100-7518

In regard to JESSICA SMITH and CORLISL LAMONT,
HUGHES admtted knowing them and having on occasions been
in contect with them for the purpose of soclal occesions.
However, he claimed to lack any knowledge concerning these
individuals! CP effiliatione.

HUGHES also volunteered the information that during

1937 he had been employed as a correspondent for the "Afro-
Americen" newspaper, but denied knowing anything conceming
the CP's activities in Spain in conjunction with the Abrahem
Lincoln Brigade end its activities during the Civil War in
that country. He stated thet he had been sent there by the
"Afro-Americen™ to write about the Negroes who were then
fighting in Spein and that is what he did.

HUGHES during the interview denied thet he had
ever been suggested as a candidate on the CP ticket in 1936
or 1938 or that he had ever attended any CP meetings for any
purpose whatever and that if he had, he was uneware of the
fact that they were Party meetings.

HUGHES stated that he was ready to cooperate with

the US Government whemever 1t was felt his cooperation could

be of assistance. He stated that he had given proof of this
when he testified before Senator McCARTHY'S Cormittee 1in
Merch, 1953 concerning the books and writings of his which
were found to be on the shelves of the US State Department
Centers of Information abroad, '

At the termination of the interview Mr, HUGHES
thanked the sgents for what he termed the courteous manner
in which they had spoken to him and stated that they should

feel free to contact him in the future for sny further questions

they might have concerning his past activities,

It is to be noted thet rebulet also requested the
NYO to interview RICHARD WRIGHT, the Negro wrl ter, and asuthor
6f "Native Son", It should be noted that in fort
to locdm Mr, WRIGHT,
for Mr. WRIGHT waa contacted, and REYNOLDS
advised that RICHARD WRIGHT was still abroad and resides in
Paris, France, :

e
e



Letter to Director
NY 100-7518

* stated that WRICHT permanently resides
at 14 Rue Monsleur Le !rince, Paris, Frence and inte

riod of time.
L]

remeining there for an indefinite ge
v WRIC

He stated ths :
ever return to this country and nuke himself the center of
e public controversy by testifying concerning his past CP
affiliations,

tecording toJNNNPS WRIGET was extremely

shy and inesmuch as he had zlready told his story to public

preees and through his owp writings, he considered that es an
.end of the matter, #lso sald that he doubted

WRIGHT would consider s depos on in the matter, However,
in the event such a thing was considered by the Government,
the question should be hendled through him as WRIGHT relied
on him in such metters.

In view of WRIGHT!'S absence abroad, the question
as to whether or not he should be contected by the Bureau's
representative abroad in Parls, Frence 1s being left to the
Bureauts Geterminstion.

Attached hereto is a blind memo which sets forth

in summery the negsative contact of LANGLTON BUGBES concerning

the NCASF and the FSU, and whioh slso notes the fact that
RICHARD WRIGHT now resides abrosad.

-5~
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! OFFICE WEMORANDUM - - UNITED STATE /ovmmam :
T0 SAC, New York L’\t/ DB 6/1/51

FROM ¢ qsa (200-"." 3

SUBJECT: RICEARD WRIGHT
&p-C

n 2/4/5l the BSSI, NYCPD made avei lable reports of
conceal identity) who has advised that the
person whose name appears &bove was active in the CP or CP
Front Activities in NY in 1941. The original of this material
{s located in files of the BSSI, NYCPD and photostatic cories
of (MY rerorts are maintained in 100~117651~1A1 page= 33.

L0

Specific information furnished bySHNMMP concerning mv

the sbove named individual's sctivity is set out below,

‘ i Infér-mant adviced that the above listed name appeared

as a sponsor to the Citizens Committee to Free EARL BROWDER.
e e%“‘arters for this committee was located at 1133 Broadway,
NYC. . Loc
e . . |
- ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED
Pt . N AN Q y -
T HEREI S UNCUSSIFIEDAE7

X BYSUAGS

DATE/2/22

T/ e B
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Oﬂice Memoﬁ;zdum + UNITED STA’L.._?-S GOVERNMENT

TO : SAC, New York (100-41674) (7-6) DATE: 3/15/55

AN s (12-16) LV
SUBJECT:  RICHARD WRIGHT
L6 W

SM-C
Oon 2/4/55, who was contacted by SA
ade aveilable & copy of the July, 1953,
issue of “Ebony". l;\t/

It was noted that pages 32 through 45 contained an
article authored by WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH entitled "Black Boy
in France." .

FROM

in this article 18 a quote which identified WRIGHT
as the origin, "The break from US was more than a geographical
change,™ says WRIGHT. "It was a bresk with my former attitudes
8s & Negro and & Comuunist - an attempt to think over and
redefine my attitudes and my thinking. I . was trying to
grapple with the big problem - the problem and meaning of
western civilization as & whole, and the reletion of Negroes
sand other minority groups to it."

This article is being retqined as an exhibit end is
located as Seriszl -X of NY 100=-416T74.

If this information is used in & report, it should
be suitably parephrased in order to protect the idéntity of the

1 - G ric) (12-16) | o
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Oﬁice Me ﬂﬂdﬂm UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢ S Ye-
AC Ner York (100-4167%) (12-16) PATR: ¢ /1w /56

rroi < 5 S 12 b

SUBJBCT I‘ic}ﬁa’qf] ”I"U"ht

oo L
Durinz h~ envrse of +he investiz~tion N -
) K 2l
gl - - ?
“right, °5V¢S°d

tr-t "Iright enrre ‘
ntlv resi‘es at 3} ®
=nA 1s nn A at 1 Pue Monsiemr Ie Pr Pa .
nnt exect to retnrn %o the ‘mt 3 States ince, raris, Troncey |
’ b'\C

: Gt CONTAINED oW
ALL INFORMATIGH COF ~
: HEREN 13 UNJL:“wJ’“lED SLIEE E.
DATEJ;/EELL» ‘ |

Ao - il 57
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OFPICE MEWO...TDYM UNITED ST.TES GOVL. WAWET

TO s.c, 1®d vo.ur o DT 13/1/55
F*ati s .. A
synonor: <R - L’)O’

SH-C .

. on '//1l; Sty Taww JELE $.LLL.T testifzed, under
ocxth, bufore o »uvlic hraoring o tuz-US Scnute Subcommd vt
to Investigate the dninistration of thu Intcimal Jocuriiy
ot end other Intornol Jucurity Lows ol the Committcce of
the Judicicey.

* P e e e o Y g ey s

a copy of MG Wte bostlmony beiore this comiltioc
g furadscihod the ¥¥0 as on onclogurcer with o lottor fraa
tac Dircetor, ¥BI, dcted 9/1/),. Ttis roeord his boen Wde
o nurt of the 10 scection of subjeeibte Lilc,

This record reflcets, in part, the followin s

KBY T3 TIhS ~ Subject tustili-d that hic ats
Ouuu cilplojod cont¢ruous¢y for thnic iape
Fooraary, 19208, witic the cacception of two g s un
(BNt mllltuPV servicu,  Subjoet slso udaitted

s rciosership in the co-c2llad “Tiacsa Group” ot the Cp
froa carly 1938, to zouctiac in 1939, lor o

fem paruod. "ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
| HEREL (S GHOLASSIFIED
DATE. BiX
XFEE L

(20-9)

NY 100-11720
WY 100-9118

¥Y 100~-4727
NY 100-11352

1 1 1)

HY 100-4167Y
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RLUSP.TE. GUILD OF BY - Subject tostificd that ho
a8 boeun o memacr of' this group sincc its inccpovion
in 1933,

UILTON K.UMRL.H - Subjoct testificd that this pecrson
cnd nother porson, vnacmed and now fcesiscd, ro-
cruit:cd his wifc and himsclf into the CP aduring

the year 1938, dubjcct 2lso t.staficé thot nce
avtended o "Ymceting of Ccmmunle Porty members of
the ¥."jSP.LT.. GUILD ond so.w otner symoothizers,
follow travcelers, or trustod oerson, fricnds of

B e LA

S Forty memocrs who would be wnviteu to thc mecting

i) Subjeet testificd thot L. was, Mon the nlut

o foria, I Ddeclicve he was vwresiding.”  V@BHLS t:stifigd
K that this meo tJng wos held ot the ooscvelt liotod,

- NY, and that cbout £ purcons cttonded,

LELGUY O J ML ICLY HilWiu8 - Subjoct tostaficd

that he taught "Labor Jouwrnalism at a2 Myritoerst
School’, opurated by the L....W. for two torms of
aoout 10 wcecks cach in citner 1930 or 1939, Subjoct
testificd in answer to o cuestion if ho knew of any
"kinown Communist connccited with thoe courscs at tl

: : Writcrat! School?m, that "to the bdbest of my knowled; c
now, I 4id not know that cny tcecacr in the school
was o Communist, nor ¢id I carc, fronkly."

e s

DCSHIEL LEEET? - Subjeet tostaficd in relation to
this Derson soct e did not dnow "whcther he wos

; connceted with the School., Ho was connccted with
* the L,a.lle, surcly.! Subjcct testificd that he
did not know H.JL-B?T s & Communist.

-~

uICHaJD WIIGAT - Subjoct testificd in rolition to
this person that ho did not know his conncction
with tho Writurst! School, but thut WRIGHD was
connceted with Laslol, Subjoct testificd that he
did not know 'L(IGHT cs 2 Communist,

MY3.. PAGE - Subjcct tecstified in rclotion to this

- person thot she wos o toacher ot the Writors

234 School. Subjcect 2lso testifica tﬂut nc docs not
' rcmombor kmowing hcr.,

-2 -
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LDVIN SE.VI.. - Subjuct testiricd in rcluation to
thais nerson thot he did not romcomdor him g diing,
conncctea with the viriterst tSchool, YUt ILMCIPS
th..t nhz was coniceted with the L.oW¥W.e Subjecet cloo
testificd thaet he did not know thot SELVLL wise
Comuunist,

p—

W00 T V00D - Subjeet tor mu .G oin relition to tivio
person  thot, while he, MiLT -0, was teoching ot
Co;«momwltl Collu:c, 1-'1";»1';0., Skonscs, tae swaner of
1937, wWooD was ¢ puest lecturwer &% this school Jow

anout = wuck. Subjuct clso teetilicd tonat LOOD
- wae 2 Conmunicst orj,nnizer .n vhic Htate of Qklihoan,

. S VILLI CLLUE YILLILLIS - Subjeet bosbiricd in
relation to this porson tii b e, WILLI .S, waon
the Dircetor oif the Commonwcaltih Colle o, dono,
-rrinsas, during, the sumacr of 1937.

-"".'.f.’.‘IC" OPFEMITEIT i TeLdr =~ feuo;ja‘ct t
r.l tion to thisn pcrson thit she 1
that she Loectme o memaor ol ti. €D
b did, corly 19308,
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Office Men:
TO ' SAC, NEW YORK (100-41674) DATB: 2/20/58

o+ S5, 3 b

S g ~‘ : . p " RN 2
andum « UNiTED s‘xQEs GOVERNMENT

SUBJECT: gfiCiU}éD WRIGHT - b’]@
| | b1

i ecord theat
for subject, edvised SA
on 2/20/58 subject continues iﬁ reside at 1l Rue

Monsieur Le Prince, Paris, France. stated WRIGHT

gives no iIndication that he ever intends to return to the
United States., '
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mz, who is in a pvn.'.i.ion te ;uz'ui"’z reliable
inforpatictt (conceal per request), made available 4o the

. ¢ch had been received and discar
b , 1o reslde at this address, (Q)

57, com

zi.. correspontience, postaaried

aof an aima.n letter directed to
York, USA" and bore the return address of

Tue cuclosed correspondcnice is set Jorth verbatlan,

an foll:m's

“Dca::”
“Yours wag tiie £irst letter w got fram our Iow York
comrades and I must say thal vwo showed ocur appreclation
by writing mlmost & mmth to ausuwer it, but then you know
how tm.ngu %m 'By tuun 13 Mtln&g,
upt can't sta.nd m’i i.\ﬁ. ¥ o e
r@ bom ot uB. ‘*ﬁ |‘}\\ $b| lﬁ%ﬁb
uER{;I‘\l 1S UidoLAsSiflED n&9&8EL
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‘We very Intdredted in the nowe about a march on Washington

" by the nepgroes and I hope you'll let us kmow Loy 14 is

progresaln; elnee we're idind of isolated frxm nous- of thet
sort fiere,

"It'o truc as s24d that there it no Mefarthylte at-
mogpiiere iere, butl since France is a capitalist couniry toc
there are other things te naicie v forit. For csample;

the police. You Just can't inasine vhat happoens here

vhen students or anyone elso holds a simple mocting or rally
here. Taey mobilize the entirce police forece, which is
divided éifferent types -the ordinary gendarmes (cops),
motorcycle cops with ne gunc; and a specinl Lype.

who cones equipped with machine gun and bayoncet. WQlve
wdinessed several minor deionstrations already, end at

each one they send out about ten truckloads of police
ammed wlth nmachine gune and bayonnets. And these are not
major striles but demonstrations for example by students
end teachers for a wage increasc and for acholarships.,
another thing is that the police have flles o cvery aingle
paerson a& every Frech citizen is required to carry an
identity card fpom™the police and is required to notify
then of overy change of addross, To register in & hotel
here, you nmust present thils identity card, o in our case
a pasgport. But there arce contradictions: two of the
french comrades we know arc school teachers, although they
are both well known leftisto and people are not alfraid to
read *Humanite' in public (one often pees well dressed
business men reading the ep paper),

“The reclel situation is even moxe interesting, The
Puerto Ricans and sd?wismmmﬁmmmo
live in aqualid s 40 11 the menial rty work,
and in gensal are considered outoasts, mﬁ not on reclal
mmmmmw@?:}obmftm Then th
[+ ) ! » an ere
are the Africans., There are thousands of Africans hare
studying et the Sorbonne. Sincc most of them come from
wealthy femilies in Africa and are sponsored by the Pranch
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poriud of revolt, the {rench .ccinsider thesc podple . .as
French an? on the wheld TGy ax treated vory well,
However, in tems of finding housing.we have had come very
unplcasant experiences with prejudlice here. e are glven
addreases by a certain cammitoe for foreign ctudents who

tries {0 find housing for you, The firgt perason we vigited

refuged to talk to us altogether, although we had all

the proper papers from the crra., The sccond g very nice
on the gurface, but didnt't give us a definite answer. e
later found out that she teld the comm, that he analyist
thougat it would be too upsetting to have a negyo in the
house. In discussing thia witih the head of the ccum.

he told us that this iz unfortunately very common and that
they £find 4¢ difficult to place African and Oriental
students, However, there is one diff. betwoen this and
Americx; and that is that if 2 negro has money there is no
restaurant or hotel that he will 110t be accepted in, The
cage of Richard Wright, whon we have seen personally, is
e good cxmrple., He has a fabulous apartment, 1is invited
in che best circles, ete.

“Enough for the philogophical part of the letter, and now
for a 1ittle news... :‘_25 ;

and I are both g t¢ school trying to learn French.
Begides that we spend most of ovwr time trying to find &
place to llve, ¢t now we are in one tiny little hotel
roaa with no heat or hot water. Every time we want to
wash we have to heat water on a little alcchol stove we
have and other inconverndent tw.nza 1ike that. But that is
not vmusugl here -« unlesg you have money or alot of children

&“ 34 progrgts) the ho:gugra.cilims am gnmgitive.
has "4n ones apartaant is

an A ¢ 1

*mx I ving av oty ct:meoz‘u.r
over hare t::nﬁymggt‘&t wgltot - reascna. ¢
Peopleaeen NMMWMW
geadgets and malking monbey, Thén
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reaaris, it 4s mueh casler here for an intervacial couple,
We know several others with children, and they are all
much happler over here thah in the states., Of courge there
is the beauty of the place - Paris is really scnething
special, and now that spring &g here, its Just a pleasure
to walk around the streeta, Ve haven't begun to see all
the nuscuss yet there are 5o many. There is a much freer
cultural cxchange between cagt and west here, and one has

the chance to see stulf from the whole goviet wordfl; including

4

Cchina (by stuff I mean plays and ballets, cte.).

“The {ronch comarades have really n nice tc us -~ they
are 5 our best friends here, has also got quite
a few friends that he imew in the states, Most of them
belonged to a certain organization and for same mysterious
reason have logt theilr passports. It is funny to Sunetion
among these pecple, They don't cven know who there own
‘enemy' 1n. They are all convinged we are members of their
org. and don't hesitiate to poy nasty things about cur
org, And this is after we have held discussions with them,
clearly giving our views, but wlthout the lable. However,
mpogt of thom of £ing people, and its good TC have them in
a forelpn country.

“One nore thing: 'Salt of the Earth' has started to play
here egain in 3 regular novie theg@tres, one of wilch played
it for a corimious run of 7 months last year, I finally
got to poe it saw it et least six times already) and
really loved it, 8 the Idnd of £ilm that gives you the
courage to really keep on fighting. I also gppreclated the
part on the ! y question' « a feriffic handling of a

l;roblm which 18 Yot too widely understood (what do you

?

"Pleaso send our regirds to éveryone you can think of -
we jJust canit write everyd ut X certainly don't mind
(in fact, I'd pre:é:ge 1)\ ir you show thie letter to

m mo‘ﬂ 1:%‘1‘3
"

-l -
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“Hells to those beautiful idds of yours. I hcoe Blvis is
comiiy; to Pards, I gueas you'!ll have to save up the noney
to pend them here tool Seriocunly though, is tier anything
that they night like to get {rca Paris - pictuk pust cards,
photos, or samething? Write and tell ue, OK.

“/s/ lots of Luove to you -

We really nigs youl

"I'Don't mind all the typing errors. "

L

The above corresgponéence ig dbeing place in the 1A
exntbit coction of ARNMENEEEY
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1. Two pyotos of RICHARD WRTGHT with neg. Indexedgmj. Sub'm. by SA- Obt'd. from
D¥.

2. An article from the Atlantic Monthly dtd. Aug. 194l entitled "L trieR to be a Comnunist".
See Ser. 29. i

. An article from the Atlantic monthly dtd. Sept. 19LL entitled I Tried to be a Communist.® r\
See Ser. 29.

3
)
\
;5,,, Zight prints and ome neg. of subj. Richard Wright. Indexed. :
v On/;6%:§to of Richard Wright, 1941. Obt'd. from unknown source. Sub'm. by SA GNP '\L
oot he. L

. \

Indexed. )

S ecimeps of handwriting o.‘."subj. Richard N. Wright., Obt'd. frcm conf. source, by SA
! &3/15/&5. Sub'm. by SNENEEP L/16/L5. Not-to be returned (photographic copy)

:7. SI card of subj. See Ser. hli.

ABOEE FUTYPED FROM ENVELOPE BLCCKSTAMPED OCT. 2, 19k6.
S. ®Black Boy" in France® Ebony July 1953.
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IMAGINE YOUR GRANDMOTHER /.

IN A POWER-DIVE ! 7y

Au. RIGHT. Maybe you can’t get HER to
set her foot inside of any high-speed con-
traption. And maybe you woulda’t want
your car to do EVERYTHING a combat
airplane does, BUT..,

If 20d when the motor-makers design
post-war cars that give aircraft perform-
ance, T'exaco’s post-war gasolines will be
more than ready to match the new motors.

In developing these new gasolines,
Texaco’s Research scientists have attained
new highs in octane ratings. Super-fuel
concentrates more than fourtimesaspower-
feelaspresent-day 100 octane gasolinehave

been produced in Texaco laboratories.

These concentrates are too powerful to
be used efficiently alone in any existing
motor. But from their development and
from other research comes Texaco's *kuow
how’ to make a more powerful gasoline for
your post-war car.

You can look forward to a gasoline
sireamlined and enriched with new-world
power and smoothness.. . a fuel that will
be more than a match for even the fine
motors to come. A better Sky Chief.
Coming—at Texaco Dealers!

THE TEXAS COMPANY




I TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST

by RICHARD WRIGHT

from a group of white boys I had known when

I was working in the post office to meet in one
of Chicago’s South Side hotels and argue the state
of the world. About ten of us gathered, and ate
salami sandwiches, drank beer, and talked. I wasg
amazed to discover that many of them had joined
the Communist Party. I challenged them by recit-
ing the antics of the Negro Communists I had seen
in the parks, and I was told that those antics were
“tactics” and were all right. I was dubious.

Then one Thursday night Sol, a Jewish chap,
startled us by announcing that he had had a short
story accepted by a little magazine called the Anwil,
edited by Jack Conroy, and that he had joined a
revolutionary artist organization, the John Reed
Club. Sol repeatedly begged me to attend the meet-
ings of the club.

“You'd like them,” Sol said.

“I don't want to be organized,” I said.

“They can help you to write,” he said.

“Nobody can tell me how or what to write,” I
said.

“Come and see,” he urged. “What have you to
lose?”

I felt that Communists could not possibly have
a sincere interest in Negroes. I was cynical and I
would rather have heard a white man say that he
hated Negroes, which I could have readily believed,
than to have heard him say that he respected Ne-
groes, which would have made me doubt him.

One Saturday night, bored with reading, I de-
cided to appear at the John Reed Club in the capac-
ity of an amused spectator. Irodeto the Loop and
found the number. A dark stairway led upwards; it

ONE Thursday night I received an invitation

- Ricuarp WEIGHT is an American Negro whose schoaling carried
him theough the grammar grade and who has been educating
himse)f ever since. His novel, Natise Son, which was widely dis-
cussed in the year of its publication (1640), and his forthcoming
auvtobiograpby, which will eppear later this year, proclaim
him as one of the most forthright and eloquent authors of his
race. This is the first of two instaliments.

~
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did not look welecoming. What on earth of impor-
tance could happen in so dingy a place? Through
the windows above me I saw vague murals along the
walls. T mounted the stairs to a door that was lct-
tered: TrE CHicaco Joux Reep CLus.

1 opened it and stepped into the strangest room 1
had ever seen. Paper and cigarette butts lay on the
floor. A few benches ran along the walls, above
which were vivid colors depicting colossal figures of
workers carrying streaming banners. The mouths
of the workers gaped in wild cries; their legs were
sprawled over cities.

“Hello.”

T turned and saw a white man smiling at me.

“A friend of mine, who's a member of this club,
asked me to visit here. His name is Sol —,” 1
told him.

“You're welcome here,” the white man said.
“We're not having an affair tonight. We're hold-
ing an editorial meeting. Do you paint?” He was
slightly gray and he had a mustache.

*“No,” I said. “I try to write.” ‘

“Then sit in on the editorial meeting of our maga-
zine, Left Front,” he suggested.

“I know nothing of editing,” I said.

“You can learn,” he said.

I stared at him, doubting.

“I don’t want to be in the way here,” I said.

“My name’s Grimm,” he said.

I told him my name and we shook hands. He
went to a closet and returned with an armfu! of
magazines.

““Here are some back issues of the Masses,” he
said. “Have you ever read it?""

"“No,” I said. )

“Some of the best writers in America publish in
it,” he explained. He also gave me copics of o
magazine called Infernational Literature. *There’s
stuff here from Gide, Gorky —”

1 assured him that I would read them. He took
me to an office and introduced me to a Jewish boy
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who was to become one of the nation’s leading paint-
crs, to a2 chap who was to become one of the emi-
nent composers of his day, to a writer who was to
crcate some of the best novels of his generation, to a
young Jewish boy who was destined to film the Nazi
occupation of Czechoslovakia. I was mecting men
and women whom I should know for decades to
come, who were to form the first sustained relation-
ships in my life.

I'sat in a corner and listencd while they discussed
their magazine, Left Front. Were they treating me
courteously because I was a Negro? I must let cold
reason guide me with these people, I told mysclf.
I was asked to contribute something to the maga-
zine, and I said vaguely that I would consider it.
After the meeting I met an Irish girl who worked for
an advertising agency, a girl who did social work, a
schoolteacher, and the wife of a prominent univer-
sity professor. I had once worked as a servant for
people like these and 1 was skeptical. T tried to
fathom their motives, but I could detect no con-
descension in them,

2

I WENT home full of reflection, probing the sincerity
of the strange white people I had met, wondering
how they really regarded Negroes. I lay on my bed
and read the magazines and was amazed to find
that there did exist in this world an organized search
for the truth of the lives of the oppressed and the
isolated. When I had begged bread from the offi-
cials, I had wondered dimly if the outcasts could
become united in action, thought, and {ecling. Now
I knew. It was being done in one sixth of the earth
already.” The revolutionary words leaped from the
printed page and struck me with tremendous force.

It was not the economics of Communism, nor the
great power of trade unions, nor the excitement of
underground politics that claimed me; my attention
was caught by the similarity of the experiences of
workers in other lands, by the possibility of uniting
scattered but kindred peoples into a whole. It
seemed to me that here at last, in the realm of revo-
lutionary expression, Negro experience could find a
home, a functioning value and role. Out of the
magazines I read came a passionate call for the
experiences of the disinherited, and there were none
of the lame lispings of the missionary in it. It did
not say: “Be like us and we will like you, maybe.”
It said: “If you possess enough courage to speak out
what you are, you will find that you are not alone.”
It urged life to believe in Jife.

I read on into the night; then, toward dawn, 1
swung from bed and inserted paper into the type-

THE ATLANTIC MON’LY

writer. Fecling for the first time that I could speak
10 listening cars, I wrote a wild, crude poem in free
verse, coining images of black hands playing, work-
ing, holding bayonets, stilfening finally in death.
I felt that in a clumsy way it linked white life with
black, merged two streams of common experience.

I heard someone poking about the kitchen.

“Richard, are you ill?” my mother called.

“No. I'm reading.”

My mother opencd the door and stared curiously
at the pile of magazines that Jay upon my pillow.

*“You're not throwing away moncy buying thosé
magazines, are you?’’ she asked.

“No. They were given ta me.”

She hobbled to the bed on her erippled legs and
picked up a copy of the Zfasses that carried a lurid
May Day cartoon. She adjusted her glasses and
peered at it for a long time.

“My God in heaven,” she breathed in horror.

“IWhat’s the matter, Mama?”

“What is this?” she asked, extending the maga-

zine 10 me, pointing to the cover, “What’s wrong .

with that man?”

With my mother standing at my side, lending me
her eyes, I stared at a cartoon drawn by a Com-
munist artist; it was the figure of a worker clad in
ragged overalls and holding aloft a red banner, The
man's eyes bulged; his mouth gaped as wide as his
face; his teeth showed; the muscles of his neck were
like ropes. Following the man was a horde of non-
descript men, women, snd children, waving clubs,
stones, and pitchforks.

“What are those people going to do?" my mother
asked.

“Y don't know,” I hedged.

“Are these Communist magazines?”

.‘YeS.” .

“And do they want people to act like this?”

“Well —** Y hesitated.

My mother’s face showed disgust and moral
loathing. She was a gentle woman. Her ideal was
Christ upon the cross. How could I tell her that the
Communist Party wanted her to march in the
streets, chanting, singing?

“What do Communists think people are?” she
asked.

“They don’t quite mean what you see there,” I
said, fambling with my words.

“Then what do they mean?”

“This is symbolic,” I said.

“Then why don’t they epeak out what they
mean?” .

“Maybe they don’t know how.”

“Then why do they print this stuff?2”
“They don't quite know how to appeal to people

- —~@
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.I TRIED TO BE A COM'NIST

yet,” I admitted, wondering whom I could convince
of this if I could not convince my mother.

“That picture’s enough to drive a body crazy,”
she said, dropping the magazine, turning to leave,
then pausing at the door. “You're not getting mixed
up with those people?” .

“I’'m just reading, Mama,” X dodged.

My mother left and 1 brooded upon the fact that I
had not been able to meet her simple challenge. I
Jooked again at the cover of the Masses and T knew
that the wild cartoon did not reflect the passions
of the common people. I reread the magazine and
was convineed that much of the expression embod-
ied what the artists thought would appeal to others,
what they thought would gain recruits. They had a
program, an ideal, but they had not yet found a
language.

Here, then, was something that I could do, reveal,
say. The Communists, I felt, had oversimplified the
experience of those whom they sought to lead. In
their efforts to recruit masses, they had missed the
meaning of the lives of the masses, had conceived of
people in too abstract a manner, I would try to put
some of that meaning back. 1 would tell Com-
munists how common people felt, and I would tell
common people of the seli-sacrifice of Communists
who strove for unity among them,

The editor of Left Front accepted two of my crude
poems for publication, sent two of them to Jack
Conroy’s Anvil, and sent another to the New Masses, '
the successor of the Masses. Doubts still lingered in
my mind.

“Don’t send them if you think they aren’t good
enough,” T said to him.

“They’re good enough,” he said.

“Are you doing this to get me to join up?” I
asked.

*“No,” he said. “Your poems are crude, but good
for us. You see, we're all new in this. We write
articles about Negrocs, but we never see any Ne-
groes. We need your stuff.”

I sat through several meetings of the club and
was impressed by the scope and seriousness of its
activities. The club was demanding that the gov-
ernment create jobs for unemployed artists; it
planned and organized art exhibits; it raised funds
for the publication of Left Front; and it sent scores
of speakers to trade-union meetings. The members
were fervent, democratic, restless, eager, self-gacri-
ficing. I was convinced, and my response was to
set myself the task of making Negroes know what
Communists were. I got the notion of writing a
series of biographical sketches of Negro Commu-
nigts. I told no one of my intentions, and I did not
know how fantastically nafve my ambition was..
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I nap attended but 2 few meetings before I realized
that a bitter factional fight was in progress between
two groups of members of the club. Sharp argu-
ments rose at every meeting. I noticed that a smalt
group of painters actually led the club and domi-
nated its policies. The group of writers that centered
in Left Front resented the leadership of the painters.
Being primarily interested in Zeft Front, 1 sided in
simple loyalty with the writers,

Then came a strange development. The Left
Front group declared that the incumbent leadership
did not reflect the wishes of the club. A special
mecting was called and a motion was made to re-
clect an executive sccretary. When nominations
were made for the office, my name was included. I
declined the nomination, telling the members that I
was too ignorant of their aims to be seriously con-
sidered. The debate lasted all night. A vote was
taken in the early hours of morning by a show of
hands, and I was elected.

Later T learned what had happened: the writers
of the club had decided to use me to oust the paint-
ers, who were party members, from the leadership
of the club. Without my knowledge and consent,
they confronted the members of the party with a
Negro, knowing that it would be difficult for Com-
munists to refuse to vote for a man representing the
largest single racial minority in the nation, inasmuch
as Negro equality was one of the main tenets of
Communism.

{  As the club’s leader, ¥ soon learned the nature of

f the fight. The Communists had secretly organized

a “fraction” in the club; that is, a small portion of
the club’s members were secret members of the
Communist Party. They would meet outside of the
club and decide what policies the club should follow;
in club meetings the sheer strength of their argu-
ments usually persuaded non-party members to vote
with them. The crux of the fight was that the non-
party members resented the excessive demands
made upon the club by the local party authorities

through the fraction.

The demands of the local party authorities for
money, speakers, and poster painters were so great
that the publieation of Left Front was in danger.
Many young writers had joined the club because of
their hope of publishing in Left Front, and when the
Communist Party sent word through the fraction
that the magazine should be dissolved, the writers
rejected the decision, an act which was interpreted

hostility toward party authority.

I pleaded with the party members for a more lib-
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eral program for the club. Feelings waxed violent
and bitter. Then the showdown came. I was in-
formed that if I wanted to continue as secrctary of
the club I should have to join the Communist Party.
I stated that I favored a policy that allowed for the
development of writers and artists. My policy was
accepted. I signed the membership card.

One night a Jewish chap appeared at one of our
meetings and introduced himselfl as Comrade Young
of Detroit. He told us that he was a member of the
Communist Party, a member of the Detroit John
Reed Club, that he planned to make his home in
Chicago. He was a short, friendly, black-haired,
well-read fellow with hanging lips and bulging eyes.
Shy of forces to execute the demands of the Com-
munist Party, we welcomed him. But I could not
make out Young’s personality; whenever I asked
him a simple question, he looked off and stammered
a confused answer. I decided to send his references
to the Communist Party for checking and forthwith
named him for membership in the club. He's
0.X,, T thought. Just a queer artist.

After the meeting Comrade Young confronted me
with = problem. He had no money, he said, and
asked if he could sleep temporarily on the club’s
premises. Believing him loyal, I gave him permis-
sion. Straightway Young became one of the most
ardent members of our organization, admired by all.
His paintings — which I did not understand — im-
pressed our best artists. No report about Young
had come from the Communist Party, but since
Young seemed a conscientious worker, I did not
think the omission serious in any case.

At a meeting one night Young asked that his
name be placed upon the agenda; when his time
came to speak, he rose and launched into one of the :
most violent and bitter political attacks in the club’s .
history upon Swann, one of our best young artists. '
We were aghast. Young accused Swann of being a ¢
traitor to the workers, an opportunist, a collaborator ! f
with the police, and an adherent of Trotsky. Nat-
urally most of the club’s members assumed that

Young, & member of the party, was voicing the ideas *

of the party. Surprised and baffled, I moved that
Young’s statement be referred to the executive com-y
mittee for decision. Swann rightfully protested; he
declared that he had been attacked in public and
would answer in public.

It was voted that Swann should have the floor.
He refuted Young’s wild charges, but the majority
of the club’s members were bewildered, did not know
whether to believe him or not. We all liked Swann,
did not believe him guilty of any misconduct; but
we did not want to offend the party: A verbal battle
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ensued. Finally the members who had been silent
in deference to the party rose and demanded of me
that the foolish charges against Swann be with-
drawn. Again I moved that the matter be referred
to the executive committee, and again my proposal
was voted down. The membership had now begun
to distrust the party’s motives. They were afraid
to let an exccutive committee, the majority of
whom were party members, pass upon the charges
made by party member Young.

A delegation of members asked me later if T had
anything to do with Young's charges. I was so hurt
and humiliated that I disavowed =all relations with
Young. Determined to end the farce, I cornered
Young and demanded to know who had given him
onhority to castigate Swann.

“I've been asked to rid the club of traitors.”

“But Swann isn't a traitor,” I said.

“We must have a purge,” he said, his eyes bulg-
ing, his face quivering with passion.

I admitted his great revolutionary fervor, but [

felt that his zeal was a trifle excessive. The situation
Lecame worse. A delegation of members informed
me that if the charges against Swann were not
withdrawn, they would resign in a body. 1was fran-
tic. I wrote to the Communist Party to ask why
orders had been issued to punish Swann, and a reply
came back that no such orders had been issued.
Then what was Young up to? YWho was prompting
him? I finally begged the club to let me place the
matter before the leaders of the Communist Party.
After a violent debate, my proposal was accepted.
. One night ten of us met in an office of a leader
of the party to hear Young restate his charges
against Swann. The party leader, aloof and amused,
gave Young the signal to begin. Young unrolled a
sheaf of papers and declaimed a list of political
charges that excelled in viciousness his previous
charges Istared at Young, feeling that he was mak-
ing a dreadful mistake, but fearing him because he
had, by his own account, the sanction of high po-
litical authority.

When Young finished, the party leader asked,
“Will you allow me to read these charges?”

“Of course,” said Young, surrendering a copy of
his indictment. “You may keep that copy. I have *
ten carbons.” j

“Why did you make so many carbons?” the ‘
leader asked. H

“Ididn’t want anyone to steal them,” Young said. !

“If this man’s charges against me are taken seri- ¢
ously,” Swann said, “I'll resign and publicly de-
nounce the club.”

“You see!” Young yelled. “He’s thh the po-

. licet”
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I was sick. The meeting ended with 2 promise
from the party leader to read the charges carcfully
and render a verdict as to whether Swann should
be placed on trial or not. I was convinced that some-,
thing was wrong, but T could not figure it out. Ong
afternoon I went to the club to have a long talk
with Young; but when I arrived, he was not therc,'
Nor was he there the next day. For a week I sought
Young in vain. Meanwhile the club’s members
asked his whercabouts and they would not believe
me when I 10ld them that I did not know. Was he
ill? Had he been picked up by the police?

One afternoon Comrade Grimm and I sneaked
into the club’s headquarters and opened Young’s
luggage. What we saw amazed and puzzled us.
First of all, there was a seroll of paper twenty yards
long — one page pasted to another — which had
drawings depicting the history of the human race
from a Marxist point of view. The first page read:
A Pictorial Record of Man’s Economic Progress.

“This is terribly ambitious,” I said.

“He’s very studious,” Grimm said.

There were long dissertations written in long-
hand; some were political and others dealt with the
history of art.. Finally we found a letter with a
Detroit return address and I promptly wrote asking
news of our esteemed member, A few days later a
letter came which said in part: —

DEear Smr:

In reply to your letter, we beg to inform you
that Mr. Young, who was a patient in our insti-
tution and who escaped from our custody a few
months ago, has been apprehended and returned to
this institution for mental treatment.

" T was thunderstruck. Was this true? Undoubt-
edly it was. Then what kind of club did we run that
a lunatic could step into it and help run it? Were
we all so mad that we could not detect a madman
when we saw one?

Imade a motion that all charges against Swann be
dropped, which was done. I offered Swann an apol-

ogy, but as the leader of the Chicago John Reed :

Club I was a sobered and chastened Communist.

4
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Tie Communist Party fraction in the John Reed
Club instructed me to ask my party cell —or
“unit,” as it was called — to assign me to full duty
in the work of the club. T was instructed to give
my unit a report of my activities, writing, organiz-
ing, speaking. I agreed and wrote the report.

A unit, membership in which is obligatory for all
Communists, is the party’s basic form of organiza-

tion. Unit meetings are held on certain nights which
are kept sccret for fear of police raids. Nothing
treasonable oceurs at these nieetings; but once one
is a Communist, one does not have to be guilty of
wrongdoing to attract the attention of the police.

I went to my first unit meeting — which was held
in the Black Belt of the South Side — and intro-
duced myself to the Negro organizer.

“Welcome, comrade,” he said, grinning. “We're
glad to have a writer with us.”

“I'm not much of a writer,”” I said.

The meeting started. About twenty Negroes were
gathered. The time came for me 10 make my report
and I took out my notes and told them how T had
come to join the party, what few stray items I had
published, what my duties were in the John Reed
Club. I finished and waited for comment. There
was silence. I looked about. Most of the comrades
sat with bowed heads. Then I was surprised to caich
a twitching smile on the lips of a Negro woman.
Minutes passed. The Negro woman lifted her head
and looked at the organizer. The organizer smoth-
ered a smile. Then the woman broke into unre-
strained laughter, bending forward and burying her
face in her hands. Istared. Had I said something
funny?

“What’s the matter?” I asked.

The giggling became general. The unit organizer,
who had been dallying with his pencil, looked up.

“It’s all right, comrade,” he said. “We're glad
to have a writer in the party.”

There was more smothered laughter. What kind
of people were these? I had made a scrious report
and now I heard giggles.

“I did the best I could,” I said uncasily. “I
realize that writing is not basic or important. But,
given time, I think I can make & contribution.”

“We know you can, comrade,” the black organ-
izer said.

His tone was more patronizing than that of a
Southern white man. I grew angry. 1 thought I
knew these people, but evidently I did not. I wanted
to take issue with their attitude, but caution urged
me to talk it over with others first.

During the following days I learned through dis-
creet questioning that I had seemed a fantastic
element to the black Communists. I was shocked to
hear that I, who had been only to grammar school,
had been classified as an tngellectual. YWhat was an
intellectual? I had never heard the word used in
the sense in which it was applied .to me. I had
thought that they might refuse me on the ground
that I was not politically advanced; I had thought
they might say I would have to be investizated.
But they had simply laughed.
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I lcarned, to my dismay, that the black Com-
munists in my unit had commented upon my shined
shoes, my clean shirt, and the tie I had worn.
Above all, my manner of speech had scemed an alien
thing to them.

“He talks like a book,” one of the Negro com-
rades had said. And that was e¢nough to condemn
me forever as bourgeois.

S

Ib-‘ my party work I met a Negro Communist, Ross,
who was under indictment for “inciting to riot.”
Ross typified the effcetive street agitator. South-
crn-born, he had migrated north and his life re~
flected the crude hopes and frustrations of the
peasant in the city. Distrust{ul but aggressive, he
was a bundle of the weaknesses and virtues of a
man struggling blindly between two societies, of a
man living on the margin of a culture. I felt that
if I could get his story I could make known some of
the difficultics inherent in the adjustment of a folk
people to an urban environment; I should make his
life more intelligible to others than it was to himself.

T approached Ross and explained my plan. He
was agreeable. He invited me to his home, intro-
duced me to his Jewish wife, his young son, his
friends. I talked to Ross for hours, explaining what
I was about, cautioning him not to relate anything
that he did not want to divulge,

“I'm after the thirgs that made you a Com-
munist,” I said.

Word spread in the Communist Party that I was
taking notes on the life of Ross, and strange things
began to heppen. A quiet black Communist came
to my home one night and called me out to the street
to speak to me in private. He made a prediction
about my future that frightened me.

“Intellectuals don't fit well into the party,
Wright,” he said solemnly.

“Lut I’'m not an intellectual,” I protested. I
sweep the strects for a living.” I had just been as-
signed by the relief system to sweep the streets for
thirtcen dollars a week.

“That doesn’t make any difference,” he said.
“We've kept records of the trouble we've had with
intellectuals in the past. It's estimated that only
18 per cent of them remain in the party.”

“Why do they leave, since you insist upon calling
me an intellectual?”’ I asked.

“Most of them drop out of their own accord.”

*“Well, I’'m not dropping out,” I said.

“Some are expelled,” he hinted gravely.

“For what?*”
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“General opposition to the party's policics,” he
said. )

“But I'm not opposing anything in the party.”

“You'll have to prove your revolutionary loy-
alty.”

“How?”

“The party has a way of testing people.”

“Well, talk. What is this?”

“How do you rcact to police?”

“Y don't react to them,” I said. “I’ve never
been bothered by them.”

“Do you know Evans?™ he asked, referring 10 a
local militant Negro Communist.

“Yes. I've scen him; Pve met him.”

“Did you notice that he was injured?”

“Yes. His head was bandaged.”

“He got that wound from the police in a deson-
stration,” he explained. “That’s proof of revolu-
tipnary loyalty.”

“Dao you mean that I must get whacked over the
head by cops to prove that I'm sincere?” I asked.

“Y’'m not suggoesting anything,” he said. “I'm
cxplaining.”

“Look. Suppose a cop whacks me over the head
and I suffer a brain concussion. Suppose I'm nuts
after that., Can I write then? What shall I have
proved}”

He shook his head. “The Soviet Union has had
to shoot a lot of intellectuals,” he said,

“Good God!” I exclaimed. “Do you know
what you're saying? You’re not in Russia. You're
standing on a sidewalk in Chicago. You talk like
a man lost in a fantasy.”

“You've heard of Trotsky, haven't you?” he
asked. ‘

« Yes")

“Do you know what happened to him?” v

“He was banished from the Soviet Union,” I
said.

“Do you know why?”

“Well,” 1 stammered, trying not to reveal my
ignorance of politics, for I had not followed the de-
tails of Trotsky’s fight against the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, ‘“it secms that after a
decision had been made, he broke that decision by
organizing against the party.”

“It was for counter-revolutionary activity,” he
snapped impatiently: I learried afterwards that my
answer had not been satisfactory, had not been
couched in the acceptable phrases of bitter, anti-
Trotsky denunciation. ‘

“I understand,” I said. “But I've never read
Trotsky. What'’s his stand on minoritics?”

“Why ask me?” he asked. “I don’t read
Trotsky.”
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“Look,” I said. “If you found me reading Trot-
sky, what would that mean to you?”

“Comrade, you don’t understand,” he said in an
annoyed tone.

That ended the conversation. But that was not
the last time I was to hear the phrase: “Comrade,
you don’t understand.” T had not been aware of
holding wrong ideas. 1 had not read any of Trotsky's
works; indced, the very opposite had been true.
1t had been Stalin’s National and Colonial Question
that had captured my interest.

Of all the developrients in the Soviet Union, the
way scores of backward peoples had been led to
unity on a national scale was what had enthralled
me. I had read with awe how the Communists had
sent phonetic experts into the vast regions of Russia
to listen to the stammering dialects of peoples op-
pressed for centurics by the tsars. I had made the
first total emotional commitment of my life when
I rcad how the phonetic experts had given these
tongueless people a language, newspapers, institu-
tions. I had read how these forgotten folk had been
encouraged to keep their old cultures, to see in their
ancient customs meanings and satisfactions as deep
as those contained in supposedly superior ways of
living. And I had exclaimed to myself how different
this was from the way in which Negroes were sneered
at in America. .

Then what was the meaning of the warning T had
received from the black Communist? Why was I a
suspected man because I wanted to reveal the vast
physical and spiritual ravages of Negro life, the
profundity latent in these rejected pcople, the
dramas as old as man and the sun and the moun-

Negro and the sufferings of other people?

6

I SAT one morning in Ross’s home with his wife and
child. I was scribbling furiously upon my yellow
sheets of paper. The doorbell rang and Ross’s wife
admitted a black Communist, one Ed Green. He
was tall, tacitum, soldierly, square-shouldered. I
was introduced to him and he nodded stiffly.

“What's happening here?” he asked bluntly.

Ross explained my project to him, and as Ross
talked I could see Ed Green’s face darken.” He had
not sat down and when Ross’s wife offered him a
chair he did not hear her,

“What’re you going to do with thwe notee?” he
asked me. :

“I hope 1o weave them into stories,” T sajd.

“What're you asking the party members?”

“About their lives in general.”

“Who suggested this to you?" he asked.

“Nobody. I thought of it myself.”

“Were you ever a member of any other political
group?”’

“Y worked with the Republicans once,” 1 said.

“I mean, revolutionary organizations?’’ he ascked.

“No. Why do you ask?”

“What kind of work do you do?”

“I sweep.the streets for a fiving.”

“How far did you go in school?”’

“Through the grammar grades.”

“You talk like a2 man who went further than
that,” he said.

“I've read books. I taught myself.”

“I don’t know,” he said, looking off.

“YWhatdoyoumean?”Tasked. *“What’swrong?”

“To whom have you shown this material?”

“Y’ve shown it to no one yet.”

What was the meaning of his questions? Naively
I thought that he himself would make a good model
for a biographical sketch.

“I’d like to interview you next,” 1 said.

“I’'m not interested,” he snapped.

His manner was so rough that I did not urge
him. He called Ross into a rear room. I sat feeling
that I was guilty of something. In a few minutes

Ed Green returned, stared at me wordlessly, then
marched out.

“Who does he think he is?" T asked Ross.
“He’s a member of the Central Committee,”

i Ross said.
tains and the scas that were taking place in the |
poverty of black Americat What was the dangerin -
strowing the kinship between the sufferings of the -

“But why does he act like that?”

“Oh, he’s always like that,” Ross said uneasily.

There was a long silence.

“He’s wondering what you’re doing with this
material,” Ross said finally.

I looked at him. He, too, had heen captured by
suspicion. He was trying to hide the fear in his face.

“You don’t have to tell me anything you don’t
want to,” T said.

That seemed to soothe him for a moment. But
the seed of doubt had already been planted. I felt
dizzy. Was I mad? Or were these people mad?

“You see, Dick,” Ross’s wife said, “Ross is under
an indictment. Ed Green is the representative of the
International Labor, Defense for the South Side.
It’s his duty to keep track of the people he's trying
to defend. He wanted to know if Ross has given
you anythmg that could be used _ggainst him in
court.” -

Y was speechless.

*“What does he think I am?" I demanded.
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There was no answer.

“You lost people!” I cried, and banged my fist
on the table.

Ross was shaken and ashamed. “Aw, Ed Green's
Just supercautious,” he mumbled.

“Ross,” 1 asked, “do you trust me?”

“Oh, yes,” he said uncasily.

YWe two black men sat in the same room looking
at each other in fear. Both of us were hungry. Both
of us depended upon public charity to cat and for a
place to sleep. Yet we had more douljt in our hearts
of each other than of the men who had cast the mold
of our lives,

I continued to take notes on Ross's life, but each
successive morning found him more reticent. 1
pitied him and did not argue with him, for I knew
that persuasion would not nullify his fears. Instead
I sat and listened to him and his friends tell tales of
Southern Negro experience, noting them down in
my mind, not daring to ask questions for fear they
would become alarmed.

In spite of their fears, I became drenched in the
details of their lives. I gave up the idea of the bio-
graphical sketches and settled finally upon writing
a series of short stories, using the material I had got
from Ross and his friends, building upon it, invent-
ing. I wove a tale of a group of black boys trespass-
mg upon the property of a white man and thel ynch—
ing that followed. The story was published in an
anthology under the title of “Big Boy Leaves
Home,” but its appearance came too late to influ-
ence the Communists who were questioning the use
to which I was putting their lives.

My fitful work assignments from the relief officials
ceased and I looked for work that did not exist. I
borrowed money to ride to and fro on the club’s
business. I found a cramped attic for my mother
and aunt and brother behind some railroad tracks.
At last the relie{ authorities placed me in the South
Side Boys' Club and my wages were just enough
to provide a bare living for my family.

Then political problems rose to plague me. Ross,
whose life I had tried to write, was charged by the
Communist Party with “anti-leadership tenden-
cies,” “class collaborationist attitudes,” and ‘“ideo-
logical factionalism® -— phrases so fanciful that I
gaped when T heard them. And it was rumored that
I, too, would face similar charges. It was believed
that I had been politically influenced by him.

One night a group of black comrades came to my
house and ordered me to stay away from Ross.

“But why?” I demanded.

“He's an unhealthy element,” they said. “Ca.n t
you aceept a decision?”

“Is this a decision of the Communist Party "

“Yes,” they said.

“If I were guilty of something, 1°d feel bound to
keep your decision,” I said. “But I've done noth-
ing.”

“Comrade, you don’t understand,” they said.
“Members of the party do not violate the party’s
decisions.”

“But your decision does not apply to me,” I said.
“I’ll be damned if I'll act as if it does.”

“Your attitude does not merit our trust,” they
said.

I was angry.

“Look,” I exploded, rising and sweeping my arms
at the bleak attic in which Y lived. “What is it
here that frightens you? You know where I work.
You know what I earn. You know my friends.
Now, what in God’s name is wrong?”

They left with mirthless smiles whick implied that
I would soon know what was wrong.

But there was relief from these shadowy political
bouts. I found my work in the South Side Boys’
Club deeply engrossing. Each day black boys be-
tween the ages of eight and twenty-five came to
swim, draw, and read. They were a wild and home-
less lot, culturally lost, spiritually disinherited,
candidates for the clinics, morgues, prisons, re-
formatories, and the electric chair of the state's
death house. For hours I listened to their talk of
planes, women, guns, politics, and crime. Their fig-
ures of speech were as forceful and colorful as any
ever used by English-speaking people. I kept pencil
and paper in my pocket to jot down their word-
rhythms and reactions. These boys did not fear
people to the extent that every man looked like 2
spy. The Communists who doubted my motives
did not know these boys, their twisted dreams, thair
all too clear destinies; and I doubted if I should
ever be able to convey to them the tragedy I saw
here.

7

PAR‘I‘Y duties broke into my eflorts at expression.
The club decided upon a conference of all the Joft-
wing writers in the Middle West. I supported the
idea and argued that the conference should deal
with craft problems. My arguments were rejected.
The conference, the club decided, would deal with
political questions. I asked for a definition of what
was expected from the writers — books or political
activity. Both, was the snswer. Write a few hours

. a day and march on the picket line the other hours.

‘The conference convened with a leading Cornmu-
nist attending as adviser. The question debated

.
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was: What does the Communist Party expeet from
the club? The answer of the Communist leader ran
from organizing to writing novels. I argued that
cither a man organized or he wrote novels. The
party leader said that both must be done. The atti-
tude of the party leader prevailed and Left Front,
for which I had worked so long, was voted out of
existence.

1 knew now that the club was nearing its end, and
I rose and stated my gloomy conclusions, recom-
mending that the club dissolve. My “defeatism,"
as it was called, brought upon my head the sharpest
disapproval of the party leader. The conference
ended with the passing of a multitude of resolutions
dealing with China, India, Germany, Japan, and
conditions afflicting various parts of the earth. Dut
not one idea regarding writing had emerged.

The ideas I had expounded at the conference were
linked with the suspicions I had roused among the
‘Negro Communists on the South Side, and the
Communist Party was now certein that it had a
dangerous enemy in its midst. It was whispered
that I was trying to lead a secret group in opposition
to the party! I had learned that denial of accusa-
tions was useless. It was now painful to meet a
Communist, for I did not know what his attitude
would be.

Following the conference, & national John Reed
Club congress was called. It convened in the sum-
mer of 1934 with left-wing writers attending from
all states. But as the sessions got under way there
was a sense of looseness, bewilderment, and djssatis-
faction among the writers, most of whom were
young, eager, and on the verge of doing their best
work. No one knew what was expected of him, and
out of the congress came no unifying idea.

As the congress drew to & close, I attended a
caucus to plan the future of the clubs. Ten of us
met in & Loop hotel room, and to my amazement
the leaders of the clubs’ national board confirmed
my criticisms of the manner in which the clubs had
been conducted. I was excited. Now, I thought,
the clubs will be given a new lease on life.

Then I was stunned when I heard a nationally
known Communist announce a decision to dissolve
the clubs, Why? I asked. Because the clubs do not
serve the new People's Front policy, I was told.

i
1
'
i

That can be remedied; the clubs can be made !

healthy and broad, I said. No; a bigger and better
organization must be launched, one in which the
leading writers of the nation could be included, they
said. I was informed that the People’s Front policy
was now the correct vision of life and that the clubs
could no longer exist, I asked what was to become
of the young writers whom the Communist Party

had implored to join the clubs and who were ineligi-
ble for the new group, and there was no answer.
“This thing is cold!” 1 exclaimed to myself. To ef-
fect a swift change in policy, the Communist Party
was dumping one organization, then organizing a
new scheme with entirely new people! |

I found myself arguing alone against the majority
opinion and then I made still another amazing dis-
covery. I saw that even those who agreed with me
would not support me. At that meeting ¥ learnced
that when a2 man was informed of the wish of the
party he submitted, even though he knew with all
the strength of his brain that the wish was not a wise
one, was one that would vitimately harm the party’s
interests.

It was not courage that made me oppose the
party. I simply did not know any better. It was
inconceivable to me, though bred in the lap of
Southern hate, that 2 man could not have his sav.
I had spent a third of my life traveling {rom the
place of my birth to the North just to talk freely,
to escape the pressure of fear. And now I was {acing
fear again.

Before the congress adjourned, it was decided that
another congress of American writers would becalled
in New York the following summer, 1935. I was
lukewarm to the proposal and tried to make up my
mind to stand alone, write alone. I was already
afraid that the stories I had written would not fit
into the new, official mood. Must I discard my plot-
ideas and seek new ones? No. I could not. My
writing was my way of seeing, my way of living, my

way of fecling; and who could change his sight, his _

sense of direction, his senses?

8

THE spring of 1935 came and the plans for the
writers’ congress went on apace. For some obscure
reason — 1t might have been to “save” me — I was
urged by the local Communists to attend and I was
named as a delegate. I got time off from my job
at the South Side Boys® Club and, along with sev-
eral other delegates, hitchhiked to New York.

We arrived in the early evening and registered
for the congress sessions. The opening mass meeting
was being held at Carnegic Hall. I asked about
housing accommodations, and the New York John
Reed Club members, all white members of the
Communist Party, looked embarrassed. I waited
while one white Communist called another white
Communist to one side and discussed what could
be done to get me, a black Chicago Communist,

housed. During the trip I had not thought of my-
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sclf as a Negro; I had been mulling over the prob-
lems of the young left-wing writers 1 knew. Now,
as I stood watching one white comrade talk franti-
cally to another about the color of my skin, I felt
disgusted. The white comrade returned.

“Just a moment, comrade,” he said to me. “I’ll
get a place for you.”

“But haven't you places alrecady?” I asked.
““Matters of this sort are ironed out in advance.”

“Yes,” he admitted tn an intimate tone. “We
have some addresses here, but we don’t know the
people. You understand?”

“Yes, I understand,” I said, gritting my tecth.

“But just wait a second,” he said, touching my
arm to reassure me. “I'll find something.”

“Listen, don’t bother,” I said, trying to keep
anger out of my voice.

*“Oh, no,” he said, shaking bis head determinedly.
“This is a problem and I'll solve it.”

“It oughtn’t to be a problem,” I could not help
saying.

“QOh, I didn’t mean that,” he caught himgelf.

Y cursed under my breath. Several people stand-
ing near-by observed the white Communist trying
to find & black Communist a place to sleep. Iburned
with shame. A few minutes later the white Com.
munist returned, frantic-eyed, sweating.

“Did you find anything?*’ T asked.

“No, not yet,” he said, panting. “Just a mo-

ment. I'm going to call somebody I know. Say,
give me a nickel for the phone.”

“Forget it,” I said. My legs felt like water. “I’lf
find a place. Rut I'd like to pet my suitcase scine-
where until after the meeting tonight.”

“Do you really think you can find a place?” he A

asked, trying to keep a note of despcrate hope out
of his voice.

“Of course I can,” I said.

He wasstill uncertain, He wanted to help me, but
he did not know how. He locked my bag in a closet
and I stepped to the sidewalk wondering where
I would sleep that night. "I stood on the sidewalks
of New York with a black skin and practically no
money, absorbed, not with the burning questions
of the left-wing literary movement in the United
States, but with the problem-of how to get a bath.
Y presented my credentials at Carnegie Hall.” The
building was jammed with people. As I listened to
the militant speeches, I found myself wondering
why in hell I had come.

I went to the sidewalk and stood studying the
faces of the people, I met a Chicago club member.

“Didn’t you find a place yet?” he asked.

“No,"” I said. “I'd like to try one of the hotels,
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but, God, I’m in no mood to argue with a hotel
clerk about my color.”

“QOh, hell, wait a minute,” he said.

He scooted off. He returned in a few moments
with a big, heavy white woman. He introduced us.
“You can sleep in my place tonight,” she said.

T walked with her to her apartment and she intro-
duced me to her husband. I thanked them for their
hospitality and went to sleep on a cot in the kitchen.
I got up at six, dressed, tapped on their door, und
bade them good-bye. I went to the sidewalk, sat on
a bench, took out pencil and paper, and tricd to jot
down notes for the argument I wanted to make in
defense of the John Reed Clubs. But the problen of
the clubs did not seem important, What did scem
important was: Could a Negro ever Jive halfway like
a human being in this goddamn country?

That day I sat through the congress sessions, but
what I heard did not touch me. That night I found
my way to Harlem and walked pavements filled withr
black life. I was amazed, when I asked passers-by,
to learn that there were practically no hotels for
Negroes in Harlem. I kept walking. Finally I saw
a tall, clean hotel; black people wer¢ passing the
doors and no white people were in sight. Confi-
dently I entered and was surprised to sce a white
clerk behind the desk. T hesitated.

“I'd like a room,” I said.

“Not here,” he said.

“But isn’t this Harlem?” I asked.

“Yes, but this hotel is for white only,” he said.

“YWhere is a hotel for colored?”

“Y.ou might try vha 1, he saia.

Half an hour later I found the Negre Young
Men's Christian Association, that bulwark of Jim
Crowism fér young black men, got a room, took a
bath, and slept for twelve hours. When I awakened,
I did not want to go to the congress. I lay in bed
thinking, “I've got to go it alone . . . I've got to
learn how again . , .”

I dressed and attended the meeting that was to
make the final decision to, dissolve the clubs. It
started briskly. A New York Communist writer
summed up the history of the clubs and made a mo-
tion for their dissolution. Debate started and I rose
and explained what the clubs had meant to young
writers and begged for their continuance. T sat
down amid silence. Debate was closed. The vote
was called. The room filled-with uplified hands to
dissolve. Then came a call for those who disagreed
and my hand went up alone. I knew that my stand
would be interpreted as one of opposition to the
Communist Party, but I thought: “The hell with
it.” '

(To be continued) ,
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FCRARD WRIGHT SEP13 ‘5“3‘. IE

27 Lo dve . oo SO
Soptanber 10, Mdiis Nepyex s 7|
- . T e et Ty

-

" Local Board lo. 178 . .
+ 327 Lafayette Avenue : NP _
Broaklyn, New York . : e

OGent . ement
Drafs . 2026

Pleass rnote velow soms now figures on my incoms dating
Irom August, 1942 to August, 1943. In the laat sworn statement o
1 sent you, therv waa an inaccuracy in the amount of income far * ° b
that period. Insutead of the $6,000, reported, I had an income
or §1,907,12, The firat figure wad sent you because [ did not
huve the necessary datih at my disposal at the time and my agsnt
wi® on his vacatlon.

1f you cars to, you may check the g
above com

Very truly youra

. W
B9 Lefrerts Place . K /£
Brouklyn, Now York
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WRIGHT, RICHARD HATB’ANIEL‘ NATIVE BORN COMMUNIST 100-41874

Apartment 3JF Race negro
82 Washington Place Date of Birth 9/4/08
New York, New York <(Res.) Place of Birth Natchez, Miss,

free-lance writer
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Here’s to 109 Years!

Here's 10 the years of pleasure that Pubst Blue Ribbon has
gnen tie world ... since our “little brewery on the hifl”
was Jounded in 1844 Here's to the milkions of friends who
have uwde swmoather-tasting Pabst Blue Ribbon a popalar
leadey. Ty it today! See what you've heen wmissing!

PRINK PADBST BLUE RIBRBON ... taste that smoother, smoother flavor!

261 Bluw Ebbon, What'll You Huve, and the representation of o Xibbon ars rugisterad trademorks of Pabu Brawing Compony. Copyright 1933, Pabut Brewing Company, Milwavkey, Wisconsin,

Blue RibboJ
D AN -

Try this. .. For just 7 days...make
smoother-1asting Pabst Blee Ribbon your beer.
Then you'll understand why more people today
are enjoying Pahst Blue Ribbon than ever
before in Pabst’s 109 year history!
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BOY

America’s most famous Negro author finds frreedom, relaxation

living in voluntary exile in Paris with wife and two children

BY WILLIAM GARDNER SMERREN 1S UNCLASSIFED
DATE2/22/&

around three o'clack, a slightly-

bent brown man walks cheerily
along the Rue Monsieus le Prince in Paris,
on his way ta the Monaco or Procope cafes.
Camera-carrying tourlsts, passing by, pause
and audge cach other. “Lookl There goes
Richard Wright!”

The warld-famacs autlor of Native Son,
Black Boy, and mast recently, The Cut-
shder, is ot a partieularly tall man—he’s
abaut five feet, eight inches in height—but
hie's the biggest Ameriean living in Franes
today in a non-official capacity. To the
French, he is one of the foremast lving
American writers. To the tourists, he is a
famous personality, the man who shocked
a generation with his naked, bitter outcry
against a rucial condition.  Privately, and
amang bis circle of friends, Richard Wright
s 2 man whose entire sou} is wrestling
every woment with camplicated problems
~those of race, of society, and of his own
voluptary exile.

Several years ago, the French press was
filled with a story which was later reprinted
around the warld, Weight was allegedly
dining with Mys Eleanor Roosevelt ot the
UNESCO restaurant in Paris. Mrs, Raase-
velt turned to bim and asked: “Dick, why
are you living over here in Paris like this?”

“So that,” Wright was s3id to have re-

liedd, "1 can have himeh with you like this,
fes. Roosevelr”

Wright says that the story is not true.
However, there can be ao doubt that Ricli-
ard \Wright is a fugitive fram America’s
race |woblem. For the past seven years, his
refuge has heen his seven-room apartment
on the Left Bank. If he con swing it, he
plans ta renin there for the rest of his life.

Richard Wright admits he is an exile. He
wants never again to be twned away trom
a restaurant, never again to ride a Jim
Crow tram. There are many such toduy in
Paris—artists, entertainers, stedents, ex-Gls.
Sume fovd themselves by wever adsitting,
even ta themaelves, that they have mach:
their finad choiee; some find relief from
gutlt e comtantly tadling The Problem”
in the comfort of sidewalk cafes, Al want
to live their lives aut bere.

There is a price one must pay for exile,
1t is by wail, from now on, that Richard

NEARLY EVERY AFTERNOON
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Wright must communicate with his aging
mother in Mississippi, by mail that he must
talk to his brother,jn C{Iicagu and his un-
cles und sunts in California and Ohio. Exile
is not sa much the loss of one’s country as
the loss of the friends of one’s youth, the
abandonment forever of places which ring
bells of memory. ftis o wmatter of stasting
life a)l over again, without umbilical corct
without roots,

Qnly thraugh whit hie reads, and what
he hears from visiters, and from the puinful
memaries inside himself, will Wright be in
touch with America’s raee problem. And
yet, he will contituee ta write about Ameri-

u Ms stedy, Tuchard Wright stands beforn hiz huge
collection of booky which he brought with him From
Auerics when e went 0 Pruwe to slay [0 1847,

NFORMATION CONTAINED

B
7
ca’s Negroes for years to come.

“People think,” he says, “that because

1 here, i out of touch with the States,
1 find that the reverse is true; I see the
States in better perspective from a distance.
The outlines of the Negro struggle, and
the shape of the whole soclety, become
ware sharply defined.”

He feels no guilt about leaving the States
for good. “Every Negro in Amerlea curries
ull through his life the burden of race con-
sciousness Jike o corpso on his back. 1 shed
thut corpse when'l stepped off the truin in
Puris. Ifalf o lifetimo is long onough to
carry it. I don't intend to pick it up again,”™

People write him: “When are you vom-
ing back to the StatesP You're needed here
in the fight.” : e s

“What fight?” Wright replies. “I fight
with wards, They know no national
boundaries.”

He has no Intention of shedding his
American citizenship, “But [ am like many
writers before e and during my time, who
have felt freer to deal with the subjects
they were born with while in exile.”

Richard Wright Jooks conservative, He
dresses quietly~"in my international ward-
robe: the tie from Rome, socks from Eng-
land, suit from France, nylon shivt m‘.\ge
in the United States ond bought in Ger-
many.” He has a broad sense of hwnor and
luughs raucausly, saft brown eyes twiuldin§
behind rimless ghasses.  His face is full an
his neek is shart, so that his head seems, at
times, to be sitting on his shoulders. A Jover
of argument, un endless talker {vaice still
rich with the Southem uccent bred in his
youth), he scems jolly and easy-going, net
at ll like w wan capuable of having written
Black Boy or Native Son,

When be first came ta France, the peo-
ple of his neighborhood used to stop \:im
occasionally on the street, “You're Richard -
Wright, aren’t you?" They had seen his

ictores in the newspapers; some had vead
Eis books. They watched him closely; in
those days, there were not too many Ameri-
cans living in the city, and the people were
corious,

There were things the French liked and
things they did not like. Wright was a
rown man, first of all, which was a paint
in his Fuvor; and he was a writer which was,
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Welght fapdly biss shaser in their home & typical Freach styte with one of their two maids xwving‘iml. Evep Wridhts twa dasgluers, Wacked sud Julis, vot siv oomrses~
soup, hon d'eevvres, wiain dish, salad, cheese, dessert, followed by coffee and digestif. Wine overffows on tabde athough Wrghts st ndulge In U, 8. habit of deinking watee.

of course, good. The butcher and grocer
watched what food he bought, ta sce if he
was civilized enough to eat properly (in
France, one is not civilized if one does not
have g good palate): the wine mevehant
saw what wines Wright took, and com-
ared notes with the other storckeepers. So
ar 5o good.

But Wright bonght a big Oldsmobile,
and the French began to frown; he was
“showing off " his “Anerican wealth” as the
French saw it. And many s werning,
Wright would come downstairs to fud that
people had spit—and worse—on the shiny

car. Finally, Wright touk the car ta a shap
and traded it in for a Citrden, ¢ FrencL
car.  (“The Olds burned up too much gas
anyway: besides, it was top big for these
tiny streets.”)  The neighbors smiled and
nodded with approval. “Now youare truly
French!™ his buteher told him.

Truly French he is. He has leamned to
“slow down" the pace of his life, no longer
finds it difficult to sit for hours, simply chat-
ting or thinking, at the sidewalk cafes.

Days, he likes to wander through his
beantiful adopted city, choosing the nar-
row, quaint streets, or the broad, fashion-

able, busthing bovlevards, aceording to his
mood. Sometimes he wanders along the
Scine, stn}xping at the bookstalls, looking
for “Ands”  (Recently, he picked wup frst
editions of James Weldan Johnson's God'’s
Tromhones and Claude McKay's Banjo.)
Sometimes he goes to the Left Bank Book-
store, across ?mm Notre Dame, where
Ceorge, the bearded, bohemian young
American proprietor, imvites him to come in
hack for a eup of coffee or tea.

There are cafes and cafes, to suit all
moods. When he has finished 2 book, and
the weather is fine. Wrirht likec bn Avaa o
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Yoying with his tape recorder, Wright cnjays time away Fram his typewriter, Re-
corder is biy favarits habby, He hus a Jurge collection of old farz and bives numbers
which he plays on recorder For entertunment of funuly und {riends.

BILACK BOY IN FRANCE couined

friend to the stald Denx Magnts, at St. Germain-des-Pres, where
lie tulks a mile & minute showt wyiting, writers and the shapefy
“people” passing by, At the waciens Procope, which looks wore
like a living room than a cafe, he chats with French authors hke
Jean Paul-Surtre. At the Monuco, he heeomes invalved in beated
ar?uments. mostly aboot world problems, with Americans, Ing-
fish and Canadians tiving in Paris.

There he teases Americans who are frightened by the revolu
| tiapary storms brewing all .over the world. “Don’t worry zhow,
a thing. When the Africans and Chinese have conyuvered th
world and are going around persecating all you white people
you just come to me and I'll tell them yau're friends of mine anu
you'll be all right.  Don’t worry about a thing. 'l lak out for
you” The Americans smile~ruther sickly smiles . . .

Sundays, frequently he and his white wife, Ellen, go for walks
with theiy two children {both girls) in the Laxembourg Gar-
dens, around the comer from wﬁere they live. Wright has fun
with his youagest daughter, Rachel, who, bom in France, speaks
only French, knaws hardly any English. Rachel, age fous, is a
French citizen, and will be able to chaose between French and

A sMawnik eaty, Wripht talks about world afluirs with Hends Mercer Gook, Ir.,
(left), son of Hlowsrd University Fromch profussos, smd Offie Harringlon, fity-

burgh Courier cartoonist.  Girl in center is Canadiun und ather girl French.




4
' in purtnership with the wife of u French deputy, sells nanuseripts in Enge
 France cad Aswrica~many of them translitions from French,

American nationality when she reaches the age of 21, Julia, 11,
speaks both French und English perfectly,  Sometimes she gets
In arguments with other bi-Bngual ehildren, and jumps back and
forth between English and French with perfect ease.  She was
born in America, but her only memory of the States is as one
long avenue of drug stores. Wright und Ellen both speak French,
though with accents.

Gertrude Stein Invited Him To Paris

favorable review of a book by Certrude Stein, the famious
American expatriate living in Paris, who befriended and
aided such famous artists as Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitz-
erald and Pablo Picassa. Every other reviewer had said that Miss
glein's book sas “unintelligible.” Wright wrate that he had read
it to a group of Negro wur’i"ers. and that they had “understood it
perfectly.”
From Misy Stein came a letter: “Dear Richard, it is obvious
that you and 1 are the only two gentuses alive in this era”
Out of that letter grew up a 5iendship between Wright and

IT WAS BACK in 1945 that Richard Wright wrote a ve

Stein which led finallv to an invitation, in the name of some |

In Woekshop backroom, Wright wiks sbout litcrature with Ameriean praprictor
named George. Parisian writers {requently mewt these in afternoon far tea and
chat gbout latest literary mavementz. Wright is lonized by group.

‘
dosk, Wright's wile, Ellen, warks an her own business as o tersry agent,
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BLACK BOY IN FRANCE i

French writers, to Weight to come to Paris for an extended visit,

“I'd alwavs wanted to visit France, [ wanted to move for a
while into a non-racist atmasphere.”  Ilis desive to depart had
been intensified a couple of wonths previous to i wvitation,
when an owner refased to sell him 2 house in Vermout beeause

he way 2 Negro.

In May, 1946, Wright Jeft his apartment at §2 Washington
Place in Greenwich Village, andd, with his wife and ¢hild, sct sail,
When they wvived i Paris, they were met by Gertrude Stein,
some Frencly wyiters, two limomines and a battery of French
reporters, '

“I could tell o difference immediately between Franee and
Anerica. T coulid feel the difference in the airt”

They stiuved at a hotel, where Miss Steip bad booked a mon.
But they were guing 0 “stay u while,” and wanted an apavtnent,
Wright wandered into u candy stove. The proprietor Jooked at
him, “Didn't I see your picture in the newspapess?”

“Yes.” Wright asked about an apartment.

The proprictor winked. “Far you, [ knaw of an apartment!”

Ir was on the Boulevard St. Michel, in the heart of the student
quarter, and the Wrights moved in. The hustle and bastle of the
street enchanted them, They lived the lives of celebrities: a
seception was given in their honer, they were invited everywhere,
Wright made speeches, was given the key to the city.

Six months passed—the length of time the Wrights had decided
to stay. They did not dread the return to the States; time and
distance had dufled painful memories, and a certain nostalyia
had set in. Tearful goodbyes, a three-week look at London—then
the return, aboard the Queen Elizabeth. There, before them,
was the New Youk City skyline. Home. A good, warm feeling,

i |in the pit of the stomach, alter all,

Before leaving the States, Wright had purchased 3 new house
on Charles Street in the Village; inta this the family moved. They

B| contacted friends. Wright began to play with ideas for o new
7pook. The vld and comfortable routine again.

But something was wrong, something made Wright wiepsy. Hi
conld not decide, at first, just what it was; then he put his finge
on jt~"the coldness of the people.” Why did they not smile i
the stores, in the vestanrants? Why were they rushing so, always
chasing money so? Why didn’t they retax and take 2 drink?

Seated before his typewriter, supposedly workmg, Wright
wounld find hinwelf staring out of the window over the rooltops—
and seeing i his mind’s eye the hacnting, picturesque grey roof.
tops of the Paris he had left. Walking through Central Park in
Spring, his thoughts would wander 1o the fantastic formal beauty
a} the Luxembourg Gardens. New York’s avenves made him
think of Pavis’ tree-lined houlevards. He would, of a restless sum-
wer afternoon, walk into a soda fountain for a Coke, and some-
thing inside would cry for the slow-notion peace of & Parls cafe,
where a man could sit for hiours aver an aperitif,

Wright said to Ellen, “Let’s go back to Paris.”

She vodded. Yu July, 1947, they sailed again.

Settle In Sirange New World
HEY SAILED into a stormy sea of French pelitical agita-
I tion—the peviod af the great General Strikes. Workers and
the special palice patralled the streets, scowling at each
other. Frequently, there were eruptions. No subways raw; indus-
tries were closed, gas and water were periodically cut off; garbage
stood uneobiected in the streets and wats feasted alter mudwight,

Into this electric atmosphere came the Wrights, detesmined to
cut a clearing in the strange new world and settle down to a new
life.

They were staying with French fnends. First item on the
agenda was to fiud an apartment. They managed to get one on
the autskirts of the city. Then, tvough amazing luck, they foimd
the one in which they now live, Excited by the newness of
evervthing around them, they wandered through second-hand

shops and bargain centers, cbllecting aviginal furniture for the



g slong dock slalls on left hank of Seine, \Vright 8nds frec atosphere lie
lops 1o browse and pich up octasional rare ks, 1o has completed new
vel tu {ellow pubileation of bis sewe book, The Onisider,

BLACK BOY IN FIRANCE coines

new home, Americans, they were not used to the low tempera- |
tures at which the French keep their buildings; they called in
workmen and iad a central heating system imstadled. When they
were fairly well settled, they transferred julia, then five, to a
French private school, one of the best in the country. ‘
They explored. Elfen had had a little French iv sehool, Richard
none, but they made themselves understood through a combina-
tion of sign language and pidjin English. They fonnd enchanting, -
but baffing, the maze of murrow, winding streets of the Latin
Quarter. Wright, on his way to the grocer, wonld have to stopa
policeman to ask divections; on the way back, he'd ask the same |
policeman how to get home. A walk around the comer was |
enough to get one Jost. i
Getting frony one end of the town to the other way 2 problem, %
for taxis weve searce, doe to the gay and metal shortage which '
followed the war. Whenever a taxi appeared, five or six people |
would sprint toward it Frequemtly the Wrghts humped heads |
over the back seuts with people who were vshing o enter the |
i

other side. ]
jally, Richard Wright assoctated with some of the foremost
ctuady andd artists of Frimee. Hiy associates inchided Andre
Castonr Mpsnerville, Atbert: Camwos, Jean Pand-Sartre
Claude Bowdet and Leopole Sengor. “The Iatim Culture Asso-.
ciation invited lim to Tady, where he gave a series of teetores on |
Negyo literative w the United States. ™1 gut invitations to Tectire |
in Poland i Cuechosfovakin. bt 1 didn't go.” He hetped taunch !
the famous magazine, Presence Africain, and heeame the patron |
of some of the fittle magazines like New Story, {

When Raehel was b, a French eitizen (hecanse she was
hom on French sml), Wright heeame o “privileged resident,” as
the French calt it. It is the next thing to being a Freneh citizen.

fle way now a fixture in Paris. Americans, particularly Negro
Americans, Iookett him up when i the city, and his guest ist
mctuded Julian Black, Elner Carter, Charles S. Johnson, Dovothy
Maynor and E. Franklin Frazier.

When his car came, Wright set out, with some trepidation, Lo
wmaster the difficult art of driving o Varis—a city where there is
no speed liwit and few alfic Nights, where no driver oheys any
rules and whete driving is more 2 proof of courage than anvthing
else. Motorists at intersections dash at each othec like pilots in
the dagfights of Warld War 1, seeing which one will “give way”
Rrst. “You drive in Paris at vour own risk,” says Wright. But he
has learned how to fight for every inch of space like everybody

clse.
Young unpublished writess, many of them talented, deluged ,
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BLACK BOY IN FRANCE cwens

Wright with manuseripts, secking sdvice and criticism. When he
was flooded, Wright used to hand some of the manuscripts to his
wife. “See what you think of this.” Eventually, Ellen got the idea
of becoming an agent for writers whose work she liked. With
Helen Bokanevsky, co-translator of Netive Son into French and
wife of a French deputy, she went into the business, which is now
thriving. She sells novels, stories and articles in England, America
and France.

Summers, the Wrights pack their bags and climb into their car
and motor through the little villages of France, stopping when-
ever it takes their fancy, They have alse visited England, Italy
and Switzerland. Only once did Wright revisit America: as a
stop over on his way from Argentina, where be had played the
hero role in the film version of his own novel, Notive Son~“that
was the directar’s idea; a bad idea.” For the vest, he has remained
on the Continent, and mostly in France.

Paris Move Was Potitical Change, Too

E WRIGHTS breakfast in bed. Richard works comfortably
in his long, narrow den, lined with books, and containing a
cot on which he may lie down, when he §s tired, and relax by
listening to musie {good jazz and some classics) on his tape re-
corder. Their lease on their apartment is for life and it is 2
fantastic bargain: they need pay only $180 per year!
Their children do well in their vigorous French, Latin, science,
music and mathematics courses,

Wright's former books continue to sell in nearly every country
in the warld {in Amersica alone, Native Son sold r total of 553,220
copies, Black Boy 878,313, and The Outsider is going strong).
There seems no reason why, barring war or a natural catastmpﬁe,
the Wrights should not continue to live a pleasant life in Paris~
“a city T'could die in!” as Wright says.

“The break from the United States was more than a geagraphical
change,” says Wright. “It was 2 biéakWwith my former attitude$ as’
a Negro and a Communist~an attempt to think aver and re-define
my attitudes and my thinking. I was trying to grapple with the
big problem—~the problem and meaning of Western civilization as
& whole, and the relation of Negroes and other minority groups
toit.”

Out of this thinkin%wand self-scarching grew the idea for
Wright's latest navel, The Quésider. “It’s the way novels are born
for me. It can't be said that I write books; books happen with me.
1 become deeply mvalved with cestain problems. The way I attack
them, and think them throngh, is by writing books.”

When he begins to write a book, the first thing Wright daes is
ask himself: “What is the total impression I want to make on the
reader?” This “total impression” becomes the whele paiut of the

narr | book—every chapter, every episode must contribute to this total

ooai wr- | €ffect. His is the intense schoo! of Dostoievsky and Kalks, rather
on. | than the more diffused school of Tolstoy, Dickens or Ierman
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Melville,

He thinks of a story which will get over the desired total impres-
sion, and in which he can utilize all of the traditional devices of
the story-teller—suspense, surprise, movement and characteriza-
tion.

The next step is to sit down in front of the all-mighty typewriter
and wiite as rapidly as possible a first draft of the novel in jts
absolute essentials.

now, there on papes, and he is free of that dread tervor of all
writers—that the iden, the story, will sornehow escape the mind
before it can be committed to paper. When he is calmt again, and
cakl, Wright does a second J’mft. weaving in atmospliere and
backgrownd, amplifying the characters, untif he feels tiat “overy-
thing is in.”

“Usually, there's too much in” So he does a third dwlt, to
“squiceze out the water.” A fourth draft follows, lor “palishing.”

“A book for me is finished,” Wright says, “wleu 1 can vead it
ovey and feel that there’s nothing more 1 can do to it.,” Sometimes

He hreathes then, for a2 while. The book in its main lines is safe | |
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made with Keneucky Tavern poiats up

thar welcome pause ac the end of a day.

Those who nake good taste 1 way of tite

Hasdlag for schosl, danghters Julta and Rachet are scen off by their parents. They
ccompanied by French maid, nitend one of the bsest private schools in France -

¢ il thuir fossons in French, Wright dedicated his book, Black Boy, 1o

have honored Kenrueky Tavern for gener-

utions as the whiskey with a vigor alf its
own ~truly “The Arisiocrat of Bonds.”

Glenmore Distiticries Company
Louisville, Kenrucky

Sewlag lessons are given two Wreight gitle hy seamstress who comes to house ance -
2 week to mend clothes and nwke dresses, draperies and ather odds and ends.
gus musician Saint-Sacns once lived In apurtment now occupied by Wrights,
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BLACK BOY IN FRANCE cwivw

his baoks never veach the fourth draft; be abandons them some-
wheve along the ine. In his apartment is a stock of wneompleted
manuseripts five feet high,

He iy against the book-a-year philosophy. “Each writer has only
a few baoks in bim. 1le shonld save his encrgy for them.”

e has now completed 2 new, short navel. This one—"Tke all

o

i my future hooks, 1 think"~will tike np aspects of the prablems

broacked in The Outsider.

In ceveral yews of exile, Weight has come to some new con-
clusions whout the world in which we live. Ope of the most im-
postant s this: “The Industrial Revolution, and the dislocations
caused by it, arc the chief causes of our present woes.”

He thinks that “Communism, Fascism and Naziism are only
experimental attempts of modem man to find a new systera of
organization for modern industrial life. The first item an the
agenda af madern nua is the organization of modern life. Societies
must guavantee to men that man van vesain hwman, despite the
factory system,”

“Ameriea,” he adds with a siile, “ean start by goarantecing
some Inananity to its own Negroes.”

He likes the feeling of racial solidarity he finds among colored
peoples in Europe, thinks that “the pasitiou of Anerican Negroes,
as the most advanced af minarities, i§ being challenged by other
peoples; | think the Alvicans, forexanple, wre forging nhewd.”

He wishes fur some kind of inter-communication amonyg Negro
writers, thinks that the State Department is "silly”™ to send its Edith
Sampsons abroad, to talk to Europeans, because “the Evropeans
langl) at what she says.”

On the Negro problem in general, he says, “¥ definitely do not
share the wi(%‘cspreml, facile optimism voiced by so many Negro
leaders. The prablem of the Negro is a complicated ane, reaching
into ecanamics, socialogy, psyclwlogy. It will not be salved until
ather, gencval problems are solved also.”

What he calls the "growing alliance” between white leadeys and

I Negro leaders disturdis ban, V-t Lestowed opon 3 “few?

Negro feaders are, he feels, “a wayof obscuring the basiz problem,
rather than attempting to solve it fundamentally. The mass of
Negroes are not helped by the appointments of a few Negroes to
good pasts. This trickery iy ﬁ{()ing Lo lead ta some unpleasant sur-
prises when the Negra youth and underprivileged workers begin
to ke themselves and their needs felt.”

As for himself, Wright will emain i exile, “hringing wp my

children to feel free and dignified,” writing of the Negro and of 1%

man in the modem age. His witing will continve to be a thinking

slowd aver issues, “posing the problems and the questions ag ta |

their solutions—posing them onlv, not answering them.”

Walking through Pasls streelt, Wright pauws an o beidge hack of Notre Dyme. e

does nat helieve tn writing books tou clien, ducries the book-a-yeur philasaphy,
“Each writer bar only 3 few bocks in Jum. He should suve his energy for them.™
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