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RICHARD WRIGHT
Cy 89 lefferts Place, Apb. ‘C-23
: Brooklyn 16, N- !c o

S '”:» . ' Please refer to our.fiio,No. 1004z1624<,

CHEP ‘when forwarding to this office:

return éards )

'{7_:?' : tracings’ ' K
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P : Your cooperation in this mat.ber is preatly
appreciated ’ .

E. B, %noy ‘ //!ﬁoc

Special Agent in Charge
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. |Negro Author
Criticizes Reds|
As Intolerant
Wright, Discussing His Own

BreakWith Communists,:
3 | ‘SaysPartyFearsNewldeas

13

o
\\\ ! The Communist position on the
\,»‘ / American Negro has undergone &
i / “distinct and lamentable regres-

riy member, sald here yesterday

r

1

\ slon” in recent years, ard

i th:. Negro author an%ﬁ

i pa g

\ 7 in describing Communists as “nar-!

. ¥ row-minded, bigoted, intolerant
. d frightened of new ideas which

’ on't 1§ into their own.” .

Mr.  Wright's remarks wqre

-ompted by questlons growipg

t of an article which he
T written for “The Atlantic Mont}-

1y” for August under the title ®f
“T Tried to Be a Communist.” .
In this eiticle, the author of
“Native Son” and other books dis-
cusses his earliest experiences 8s
a Communist party member in
Chicago, touching on the prob-_
l lems he faced in trying to present
-y -\|his own {deas to the party.

The August “Atlantic Monthly”
describes-the article as the first of
two installments and Mr. Wright,
|sald. yesterday that he wowld not.
|discuss the specific detafls of his
Chicagq - break .with the Com-
|munists because these will be cov-
lered "in “the second magazine
|article. . K : g
1 Mr. Wright saié that his Com-
munist party membership covered
the period, roughly, from the latter
'part of 1932 or early 1933 to 1940.
His early association with the
‘Communists in Chicago, he. said,
‘was broken {n 1937, wiesrivo-83S

eseeReT={rom the varty. -

DATDQ{AA/E»’-- BY QR g

L 4

On thissits with the pmgl,mm‘
!about May until August, , Mr.,
Wright said ; that bhe was re-
instated {n New York in 1837 and
“meaintained & relationship” with’
the party until 1940 when, he said,
he left the party. .

Discussing what he described as
the “lamentable regression” in the
Communist party position on the
American Negro, Mr. Wright gald
that he does not know the reason
for this, : : . -

“Publicly,” he  said, “Commu-
nists will deny that there is any
substantial change In their mili-
tancy but privately they offer any
handy excuse. The militancy on
the Negro question has passed into:
the hands of right-wing Negroes.'
That was not true eight years ago..
Most of the battles then were led
by Communists.” o

In answer to the question as to
what caused the Chicago rift b~-
tween him and the Communists,
Mr. Wright said: .

‘It was an accumulation Yof
Imany things—not s0 much & leg/-
| 7 as an ejection over a diff§--
erjce’ of opinion. I had my wly
oft expressing my. conception sof
Negro ‘experience in my writing.
I thought it would be of value to
them. They had thelr ideas of
how I should react as &8 Commu-
nist. There was an irréeconcilable
gap between our attitudes.” :
| Mr.. Wright said that ‘I do not
lregard the Communists today as
'Ieﬂ‘ect.'lve instruments for soclal
ichange” and observed that “the)’
Communists have & terrible lot to| -
learn about people.” . -
“Communists,” he added, “pecul-
iarly are too much the victims of
the very soclety they are trylng
to change. This too often -finds
expression in intolerance and nag-
rowness. I mean, general intoler-
ance, in an imperious way of
working, ~ . .

“What it amounts to is' that
they are Harrow-minded, bigoted,
intolerant and frightened of new
Jdeas which ‘don’t fit into thelr
-OuDeixhather these ideas-ert-Tifht
or wrong." - . : ’
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Wright Quits "Eri| "

It took a Jong time for Richard RGNS 2 -
Yeright, ;;b RNegro writer, 15 ToR| = p— j TR Dowesen

--=-Mr. Wiand
Where, until recently, he was <. ey s N '
one of the high priests of the Com- / J o G/ S ---Mr- Cromt
g:;lﬁ Party staunchly defending| / T -==-3r. Doyle .
eology as the only possible M B
palitica philosophy for his race| e jooom e o,
e_was hurling epithets at — = . L) Mr. Chaterg
lh.s former Communlst comrades. : CeoE G g
{  “Blgoted! Intolerant! Nar- -/ T

row-minded!,” were a few of the |

cholcest ln.be!s .applied to all |
| Commanists by the author of
i “Native Son” and other books,

"W shrot svutsae | ALL INFORMATION CONTAI

th_lft'toth right d | Al 1 D
the et t the right was reveaeel - EQFIN S YHCLASSIFIE

Aughst “Atlantic Monthly” under DA‘[E !a_l;n / __&_ﬁ_ BYJ

the Yitle of “I Tried to Be a Com- “a
munfst.® - ' . ;‘/993 TN et oy

Eigborating on the artlcle
lwright discussed why- he “took
js walk” on the Communist Party
'back in 1940 after discovering that

ceain Girneite

prti R

R} SRS

\ED- D >

"“": 2 LS T L

[N o NN

SN

vPles v.v.u-

ean M Stepiny

'the Reds live a ll¢ to their ideals ot e
! At the same time Wright ad- Foeemrisonss con
«vised all members of his race to i i b oo f
‘take & walk with him. He de- sease GorcTHPITLE . L e
‘scribed the Communist Party posi- Cu umunlst called another white Y H
tion on the American Negro as & Communist to one said and dis- } I
“lamentable regression” and gde- cussed what should be done to -
‘clared that the “militancy onfthe|  get'mé, a black Chicago. Com- : o
Negro question has passed jmto munist, housed.” £
the hands’of right-wing Negres.” | ‘wofe otf thg whtite Cdomm ts
o y ¢ ent out and returned LoLermE
“HAVE LOT TO LEARN. ved and sweating” _to a.n!rlxoun R
* “I do not regard the Com- e had had no luck. 9« L
. munlsts today as effective in- “I'm golng t5 eall someon/e Y
struments for social change* know, he _sald, . desperately. ol
Wﬂ:ht said, “The Communisis "s‘y. how ‘bont a nleCl for thel R N f‘
have a terrible lot to learn about pbone?“ J ] _ ( :
people. ' Wright, dlsmst.ed resolved th]:
“Communlsis peoullarly are i Heep standing up-on the sldewsik|". £ 5
too much the victims of the very untll, ‘he said, & white .womanl| " %t
soclety they are trying to change, ¢ Communist took Pty on him and| " c e
This too often finds expression { took him to ther home where she ! S
in Intolerance and narrownest (i introduced him to her husband, ' i ,‘f't
And I mean general intolerance - e : ) ..

in an imperious way of working, e e e e e T
“What it amounts to is that -~
‘\they are narrow-minded, bigot. | . :

; D ncilabie aur atdtages were , CLIPFING FROM

me VOI\\ o
wmugtn ':ot 1dut of. what N. Y. JOU'»?_uLimﬁ'm;?r
equauty" in 1935 when he at- - Juk.22 194
s’ congress in e 7 T Y 3
Wight had come on from &hy T OR-ARDID 3Y W, Y., DIVISION
by hitchhiking with sev
mehbers of his race.
asked about housing ae- f
odations and all white
" members of the Communist-:
Party looked embarassed”, Ilc,
| BARET walled =hile ams'sars

intolerant and dfrk:lt:‘!:ﬂ’l :: . )
. new {deas which don" n if LDERAL BUq
- thelr own, whether these 1deas ° EAl OF INV
are right or wrong.” ! : u.s, DEPAQTN:N? o,_! Ezgg E gy Zt
“They tried to Lell me how X ° ! 313
, should react as a Communist,™ . AU G P 1944 . £

M
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/ - 1t took 'ichard Wright ot
“Native Son” fame,from 1933
~ $6:1944 to discover that Com-
munists are “parrow-minded,
. bigoted, intolerant and fright-
ened at new ideas which don't
fit -into their own.” He has
algo -discovered at this late
. ) date a “laméntable regres-
sion” in the Reds position on
the American Negro. The
story is told in the August
Atlantic Monthly, Their mg-
itancy on the Negro has vag-

fshed, be charges. "

: e " «ew

‘ALL THIS WAS obvious to hon-
est, alert ‘minds from the begin-
ning. As agents of a forelgn gov-
ernment, secretly commit to the
overthrow of American {institu-
tions, the Reds are onl loyal:to
Stalin -and his Aslatic {'nmmany.
They dumped the Scottsboro .rack-
et “when it was no longer profit-
able, abandoned the “Black and
\Vhite” flim to speed.U. S. recog-

nitfon and have now soft-pedaled
ngﬂgﬂon'for_ﬁual rights because
it might' interfere th - the  war
effort, - They have double-crossed

\_overybody. .
N T eee /
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L. By DANTON WALKER Q
, The Home Front ) . I .-
. General Douglas MacArthur is in line for a Cabinet
» | post (probably Secretary of War) if F. D. R. gets his g
3 | Fourth Term. . ., . Vice President Wallace, due to etart
€ | actively campaigning for Roosevelt next month, will be
€ | rewarded with the No. 1 food job of the world, as head
t | of a commission to create a permanent United Nations
2 relief setup. . . . Anna Roosevelt Boettiger may become
: . comvgure  official s e ere- 3 b
- . W tary for her?
y Lo . father; even
* ’ now, those who ‘I
a formerly ap-
n’ proached Harry
. Hopkins for
o Presidential fa-
q ' wors must now |
» see Mrs. Boet

tiger. ., . . James :
r Byrnes, the “As
P sistant Presi- B
it dent,” will quit
d his war mo-|
d bilization post
k after t};e elec- —_—
£ Jon tion and accept Anoa
B, a $100,000 job 3

- H‘: pwith “Ben Co- B”“’:" .
E en's law firm. , . . France will get an Ambassador from .
v | the U. S, some time next month, and Norman Armour {s % @- %M,
3 | highest on the list of candidates at present. . . . Diple- ‘
d | matic Rumor of the Week is that Hitler has been out of
n | Germany .since Aug. 1, and a double will soon oblige by J/ ‘{ 9 SZ%

being assassinated. . . . Lloyd's of London now offers 8 €o
a § that Getmany surrenders unconditionally before Oct. 31,

. * » »

t Donald Nelson’s wmission to China is to Iron eut
* | ‘differences between Allied chieftains in that sector. Upon .

his return, he will be groomed to replace a prominent
New Dealer, now out of favor. .. . Mme. Kung, wife of
the Minister of Finance, is now tke most influential lady

in China. ... Col. Carlos P. Romulo, Pulitzer Prize winner,

is due to succeed Joaquin Miguel Elizalde as Resident
Commissioner of the Philippines. . . . Judge Juvenal,
Marchisio, who has been loaned by .the local Domestie
Relations Court to American Relief for Italy, departs for
Rome shqrtly. . . . The present United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration is on the verge of liquida-
tion. . . . On the heels of the liberation of France, 8 new .
French Purchasing Commission will buy $200,000,000

1] worth of supplies in this country.. . Another by-product

=*] of France's release will be an outbreak of Broadwasy
musical comedies with a Paris background. . . . Washing-"
ton has proof of secret Nazi war prisoner camps where

: thousands are held, wil;hout‘possibllity of outside relief.
7 .y o N . . - - s
Sidney Hillman is due‘to be given the air by F. D. R, -] s

d “right” after the election,” according ‘to a promineat i z 00 ~ %2 ? - = !

Y | Chicago Democrat %enﬁu political future depends F- B I

£ | on a Fourth Term. . /. Richard Wright, author of “Native . .

‘® | Son,” has started an upro 12 two-part serial In the |

% Atlantic Monthly called “I Tried to Be a Communist.” ... ]

5L | Plan for a Federation of Catholic States of Ewrepey=with AUG 3 (1 1944
;e the okay of ‘Stalin and Churchill, has been submitted to '

" the Pope. . . . William Bullitt is said to be the unofficlal N Y 'S

' } liaison officer for communications between Vatican City - - -

€ L and Moscow. . . . Dr. Floyd Rlack, president of the Ameri- : - '

} can College of Istanbul, played an important role in nege- i/ -
r | tiations for Bulgaria’s withdrawal from the war. . .. Brig. oF

t § Cen. William O’Dwyer, now in Italy, notifiea New York

; § friends that he'll Yetire from politica when his termé as

; | Brooklyn District Attorney is over. . . . Licut..-Dave Hop- <

1 | Kins, son__of‘ anr.y, _io .buck.hen for a new uuig:.une-.t. -2\ Lq t/

b =T
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,!emnglo'ntlmewhenhe 3

-the hlgh cast of llvlng, Wright
fys: - .o
3 "Iwulntbe-ldslolwrmn(a

‘ of pori cheps was tabulated, long-
ing to

Wr!ght‘n shameful manner of
wrmng sbout Negroes s disgust-

Hentemtohisuuurewomn
in. :Chicago.. ' These -.ctoﬂ/mns

o':Nesromcnametomquce

| Wright, ‘expressing contempt. .
| these Negro' actars, hides .behind .:

sxnredact.g‘onsuunsthlm. 1;_‘
\.Qﬂ 3 e
T

CAmICAY »
£ Wright .. euhtnrs " Ne
Jheum- 1n the Communist move-

-Igex}tv_o:
i

outdde. as ,u t.heym

be &t lnme wit.h my wﬂt-"

ing and damaging to their dignity.
- ple. It showed ﬂ.ﬂure on his part

Ize;thettrecanngxegrom;

ing Jhow’ the" ‘dignity- of Negroes;
should ~be - .upheld,‘protested: ..
' one.play erght submlh -
ed. “Referring o' fhis' incident, .-

wn‘ht m-q .7 1\ sl‘ deldklﬁon 8108- ‘.t

called upon to secept an assigni’
‘mentt8 head a committee against -

.. ‘directly, that he- -did not want to ,

nlvel ‘and: he' (the - Communist) - -
’ ell!inglne from' “totlbnhte__'
s ‘of- greceriex. 3. Ui ,vY - !
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Federal Bureayw of Inuestigation

‘ Untited States Departnient of Justice
New York 7, New York

June 18, 1946

MEMO

RE: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT;
SECURITY MATTER - C

The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street,

Brooklyn, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the subject's address was
apartment 3F, 82 Washington Place, New York City.

In view of this fact it is sugeested that a Security Index
Card be appropriately changed and the Bureau advised.

ALL INFORMATIO: CONTAINED:
UEREIN 15 LHCLSSFED o )

1232
JTH: %TEML S>8SGLk> -~

109ﬂ41674
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Federal Burcan of Fnucstigation
1nited States Aepartment of Justice
New York 7, New York

=
September 23, 1947
MEMO

RE: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT
SECURITY M TTER - C

Attached hereto is a copy of the report of Confidential Informer D
dated July 2, 1947 concerning the above~captioned subject.

The report reflects that according tom the Chicago
Defender, the subject no longer is of a Marxdst frame of mind, having told g
stories concerning the Party that were shocldng- n X

4 i o

.
417

A. C. Burlinson

cc-=100=14581 _ -
ALL INFGRIATION CONTAINED
HEREIH IS UM ool ifinee P2
DATE o Ja>/E& Bl A~

ACB: MK

10041674
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New York, New You
November 3, 1950

MEMO:

RE: RICHARD NATEALIRL WRIGHT
SM -C

telephonically c acted
for

On 11/1/50 the write

the purpose of ascertaining WRIGHT!S whereabouts so that he could be

interviewed in the cese entitled Applicant - VOA (N.Y.
file advised that WRIGHT residss parmanently at 14 Rue

Monsieur Le Prlnce, Paris, France, and is not expected to return to the

U.S. in the near future.
e  —
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Pages contain information fumished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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u] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your

request is listed in the title only.

o Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.
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to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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EATINNAL COURCIL OV ANZHICAF SOVIR®
FRIRNDSHIP
INTERRAL FCURIIY & C

On December @, 1968 , pursusnt to 2 Depertwent reguest g forverded to the
NYO by Bulet deted, Decerber 3, 1953, an attempt was mede to contact LARGSTOER
BUGHES, Yogro poel, end inturview hix cenocarning his rmowviedgs of subjeot
organisation and bis willingnesa to testify hefore the SBACB in this matier now
pending before the Board uvnder the Internsl Sscority Act of 1860, The attempted
contact vis mede et hie home at 20 Emet 127tk £t,, NYO, bovever, the writer ead
ere advised Ty 2 person who tdentified himself es WILLIAK
KARPER tha vas not st home tut wes i{n downtown Bev York contacting hie
padlishera {n connection with one of his books, Mr, BARPYRE ststed that hs wvas
HUGRRS! unole and owned the house st 20 ¥, 127th and that HUGHRS resided there vith
hin, MEVENEEEE vas appratsed of the identity of the Agents and ves requested to
sdvise EUJHXS to contaos the wiiter at the FBI office at the errliest moment so
that the purpose of thetr vistt could be taken up with hin 4GSHARRIR Alsclosed
that the telephons aumber of the residence wvas listed in his name and that the
gunber vas A? (ATVWATER) 9-8585 end that ZUGHRS ocould de remched through that nusber,

On thh aama date ﬂf"
for RICHARD X, vRIGH?, the NWegro writer end suthor of * ¥Native Soa2%, var contacted

Yy the writer in an effert to ascertain if WVRION? had returned from France snd the
sddress vhare he resided, advined that VRIGHT wme still o 4 apé
was still residing in Psiis, ce and intended remaining there for an indefinite
period of ti-. Durs that he wag nat -

stated that YRIOH? would never be will ing {0 retura
this oountry aad ‘make himself the center of & patlic controversy as e vitness
mcomuc hie pest affilistions with the Commmist Party becanse of his ® extrems
shyness. ¥ end further VRIGHT's story hed been told fa the public press azd by

his own vritings ead ha oonsidered that as the end of the smtter, Ho said rurthu
that he doudted that VRIGHT would consider o dspoeitionm fs the matter snd in the
event such o thing wes oonuan& the question should be henfled throvgh him as

he vas ag close to WRIGH? as a ' white sun® could be and relied on hinm tn moh matter

oot mm (100-25778)

' N, MRIGE? (100-41674) -M;‘"L//é 7([_* SJ*
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Director, PBI (100-1L6964) 12/15/53
SAC, New York (1G0-7518)

NATIONAL (OUNCIL OF AM&EICAN-
SCVIET rRIGZNDSEIP, ING.
IS-C; ISA 1950

Rebulet to #sslistant Attorney General WARREN OLNEY III
dated 12/3/53, copies of which were furnished to the NY0O, request-
ing the interview of LANGSTON HUGHES and RICHARD WRIGHT.

Pursuant to Department requests and Bureau instructions
as set forth in rebulet, LARGSTON HUGHES e Negro wrlter sand
oet was interviewed by SA'S and
b on 12/10/53 at his home at 20 E. 127th St., NYC, in regard
to hie knowledge and availability to testify concerning the

National Counéll of American-Sovliet Friendship end its forerunner,
the Friends of the Sovlet Union. :

At the very outeet of the interview a copy of the amended
petition of the case of HERBERT BROWNELL, JR., Attorney General
of the US, Petitioner versus the National Council of American-~
Soviet Friendship, Inc., Respondent, was made available to Mr.
HUGHES for his perusal, and the ellegstions as set forth therein
were discussed with him,

After a review of the petition, Mr. HUGHES advised that
he was surprised that he was being spproached concerning this
orgenization, inaemuch a& he knew nothing ebout it and could offer
no information concerning it. He stated that he had bsen a "paper
member® of the NCASF until approxiwe tely one year ago, at which
time he was in receipt of a plece of correspondence from the NCASF
wbich Indiceted that he was coneidered by that organization as a
member. HBUGHES said that as soon as he became aware of that fact
he immediately wrote the NCASP and requested that they remove
his name from thelir rolls, which he stated they did.

L Mr, HUGHES was asked whether or not it was correct that

he at one time during the 1930!'s was & member of the National
Committee of the Friends of the Soviet Union, and algo & member

of the Editorial Council of the publication, "Soviet Russia Today",
which at thet time was the officlal publication of the Friends

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

- I IR (SR VG HEREN IS UG S
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Letter to Director
NY 100-7518

of the Soviet Union. HUGHEE acknowledged thet fact wes
probably true, but he had no present recoliection of the
organization today. He steted that he did recell having
contributed severel articles to the magazine, "Soviet Russia
Today". However, like many other organizations of the

"left wing category" of which he had been a member or spansor
in the past years, his relationshipewith those organizations
were merely paper relationships and he hed no knowledge of
their inner workings or any connection they might have had
with the CP. According to BUGHES, his articles which appesred
in "Soviet Russla Today" were written for that magazine at
the request of ite editor, JESLICA EMITH, whom he stated he
only knew in a very casual way.

HUGHES volunteered the informetion that during
the 1930's and up until approximately 1946 he had actively
participated primerily as & speaker and through offering the
use of his name with what he wouid describe as the left wing
groups. However, he stated that he knew nothing of the CP
connactions of these groups and could offer no informution
concerning thls aspect of these organizations at this time.

HUGHES, in response to a direct question concerning
whether or not he was a member of the CP, stated that he had
never been & member of the CP, elthough he would admit having
cooperated with the left wlng element in this country down
through the years. He stated that & fair statement concerning
his position as regards the CP and the so called Cormunist
Ifronts would b2 that be hed been used by the left wing groups
to promote the CP line on the Negro question. However, at
the same time he himself hed made use of the left wing element
to further his own position &8s & writer and poet. HUGHES
explained this by. stating that a man who writes poetry of any
kind hag & difficult time obtaining publication and as-a
sz a Negro poet this was even a more difficult job.

HUGHES stated that becsuse of this "Jim Crow situtation
he turned to .the left wing press and found it aympathetic
end & ready outlet for his writings. He advised thet because _
of this mmtual working agreement he had néver serlously attempted }

e T

to curb the use of his name among the left wing groups until
approxime tely 1947.  He stated that after World War II he
concluded that the Negro interests in this country could be
better served and sdvanced by adopting the program of WALTER
WHITE of the National Asacciation for the Advancement of
Colored People, and since that time he has attempted to have
his neme withdrawn from the left wing groups.

-2-
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Letter to Director
NY 10¢-7518

In conclusion regarding his activities in the
left wing groups, HUGHES volunteered the informntion that
throughout this entire perlod,which began approximately in
1932 or 1933 arfter his return from a trip to Russie, he had
only once been approached directly to become & member of
the CP. He sald that during his trip to Moscow, which was
made in connectlion with a proposed production of & Soviet ,)
motion picture which never came off, the i, %
wife of the haed asked him directly
to join the CP in this country. e stated that she could
not understand why any Americen Negro, due to the repression
practiced in the US, was not & member of the CP.

HUGHES stated that he did not follow her suggestions
and he felt thet a study of ell his writings as a collective
group would in most instances reflect that he wus & men
of ideaes and independent thought and as such could not submit
to the disciplined thought processes required of a Communist.
HUGHES admitted that during his esrly youth he had written
several poems that might indlcate othepwiss, particularly the
poens, "Good-by Ghrist" and "One More S in the USA Workers
Sona®™,. However, HUGHES stated that he was not proud of these
particular works of his and had left them out of an anthology
of his poems that he later published.

It should be noted that throughout the interview
HUGHES admitted knowing PAUL ROBESON, JAMES FORD, LOUISE
THOMPSON PATTERSON, WILLIAM A, PATTERSON, and FERDINAND SMITH.
However, he disclaimed any knowledge of their CP memberehip
other than indicating that it was public knowledge that they
were consldered to be members of the CP., However, he dis~
claimed to heve any personal knowledge of this, although
they were at one time or another associates of his.

It should be noted that during the course of the
interview the identity and names of officials of the Friends
yiet Union end the NCASF such as ch/
CORLISS LAMONT, THEODORE BA ICA
i R m ad others were specifically .
mentioned to and with the exception of CORLIES LAMONT.
and JESSICA SMITH, HUGHES steted that he 4id not know these
~ individuale end could furnish no information concerning them.

-3
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Letter to Director
NY 100-7518

In regard to JESSICA SMITH and CORLISL LAMONT,
HUGHES admtted knowing them and having on occasions been
in contect with them for the purpose of soclal occesions.
However, he claimed to lack any knowledge concerning these
individuals! CP effiliatione.

HUGHES also volunteered the information that during

1937 he had been employed as a correspondent for the "Afro-
Americen" newspaper, but denied knowing anything conceming
the CP's activities in Spain in conjunction with the Abrahem
Lincoln Brigade end its activities during the Civil War in
that country. He stated thet he had been sent there by the
"Afro-Americen™ to write about the Negroes who were then
fighting in Spein and that is what he did.

HUGHES during the interview denied thet he had
ever been suggested as a candidate on the CP ticket in 1936
or 1938 or that he had ever attended any CP meetings for any
purpose whatever and that if he had, he was uneware of the
fact that they were Party meetings.

HUGHES stated that he was ready to cooperate with

the US Government whemever 1t was felt his cooperation could

be of assistance. He stated that he had given proof of this
when he testified before Senator McCARTHY'S Cormittee 1in
Merch, 1953 concerning the books and writings of his which
were found to be on the shelves of the US State Department
Centers of Information abroad, '

At the termination of the interview Mr, HUGHES
thanked the sgents for what he termed the courteous manner
in which they had spoken to him and stated that they should

feel free to contact him in the future for sny further questions

they might have concerning his past activities,

It is to be noted thet rebulet also requested the
NYO to interview RICHARD WRIGHT, the Negro wrl ter, and asuthor
6f "Native Son", It should be noted that in fort
to locdm Mr, WRIGHT,
for Mr. WRIGHT waa contacted, and REYNOLDS
advised that RICHARD WRIGHT was still abroad and resides in
Paris, France, :

e
e



Letter to Director
NY 100-7518

* stated that WRICHT permanently resides
at 14 Rue Monsleur Le !rince, Paris, Frence and inte

riod of time.
L]

remeining there for an indefinite ge
v WRIC

He stated ths :
ever return to this country and nuke himself the center of
e public controversy by testifying concerning his past CP
affiliations,

tecording toJNNNPS WRIGET was extremely

shy and inesmuch as he had zlready told his story to public

preees and through his owp writings, he considered that es an
.end of the matter, #lso sald that he doubted

WRIGHT would consider s depos on in the matter, However,
in the event such a thing was considered by the Government,
the question should be hendled through him as WRIGHT relied
on him in such metters.

In view of WRIGHT!'S absence abroad, the question
as to whether or not he should be contected by the Bureau's
representative abroad in Parls, Frence 1s being left to the
Bureauts Geterminstion.

Attached hereto is a blind memo which sets forth

in summery the negsative contact of LANGLTON BUGBES concerning

the NCASF and the FSU, and whioh slso notes the fact that
RICHARD WRIGHT now resides abrosad.

-5~
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! OFFICE WEMORANDUM - - UNITED STATE /ovmmam :
T0 SAC, New York L’\t/ DB 6/1/51

FROM ¢ qsa (200-"." 3

SUBJECT: RICEARD WRIGHT
&p-C

n 2/4/5l the BSSI, NYCPD made avei lable reports of
conceal identity) who has advised that the
person whose name appears &bove was active in the CP or CP
Front Activities in NY in 1941. The original of this material
{s located in files of the BSSI, NYCPD and photostatic cories
of (MY rerorts are maintained in 100~117651~1A1 page= 33.

L0

Specific information furnished bySHNMMP concerning mv

the sbove named individual's sctivity is set out below,

‘ i Infér-mant adviced that the above listed name appeared

as a sponsor to the Citizens Committee to Free EARL BROWDER.
e e%“‘arters for this committee was located at 1133 Broadway,
NYC. . Loc
e . . |
- ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED
Pt . N AN Q y -
T HEREI S UNCUSSIFIEDAE7

X BYSUAGS

DATE/2/22

T/ e B
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Oﬂice Memoﬁ;zdum + UNITED STA’L.._?-S GOVERNMENT

TO : SAC, New York (100-41674) (7-6) DATE: 3/15/55

AN s (12-16) LV
SUBJECT:  RICHARD WRIGHT
L6 W

SM-C
Oon 2/4/55, who was contacted by SA
ade aveilable & copy of the July, 1953,
issue of “Ebony". l;\t/

It was noted that pages 32 through 45 contained an
article authored by WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH entitled "Black Boy
in France." .

FROM

in this article 18 a quote which identified WRIGHT
as the origin, "The break from US was more than a geographical
change,™ says WRIGHT. "It was a bresk with my former attitudes
8s & Negro and & Comuunist - an attempt to think over and
redefine my attitudes and my thinking. I . was trying to
grapple with the big problem - the problem and meaning of
western civilization as & whole, and the reletion of Negroes
sand other minority groups to it."

This article is being retqined as an exhibit end is
located as Seriszl -X of NY 100=-416T74.

If this information is used in & report, it should
be suitably parephrased in order to protect the idéntity of the

1 - G ric) (12-16) | o
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Oﬁice Me ﬂﬂdﬂm UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢ S Ye-
AC Ner York (100-4167%) (12-16) PATR: ¢ /1w /56

rroi < 5 S 12 b

SUBJBCT I‘ic}ﬁa’qf] ”I"U"ht

oo L
Durinz h~ envrse of +he investiz~tion N -
) K 2l
gl - - ?
“right, °5V¢S°d

tr-t "Iright enrre ‘
ntlv resi‘es at 3} ®
=nA 1s nn A at 1 Pue Monsiemr Ie Pr Pa .
nnt exect to retnrn %o the ‘mt 3 States ince, raris, Troncey |
’ b'\C

: Gt CONTAINED oW
ALL INFORMATIGH COF ~
: HEREN 13 UNJL:“wJ’“lED SLIEE E.
DATEJ;/EELL» ‘ |

Ao - il 57
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OFPICE MEWO...TDYM UNITED ST.TES GOVL. WAWET

TO s.c, 1®d vo.ur o DT 13/1/55
F*ati s .. A
synonor: <R - L’)O’

SH-C .

. on '//1l; Sty Taww JELE $.LLL.T testifzed, under
ocxth, bufore o »uvlic hraoring o tuz-US Scnute Subcommd vt
to Investigate the dninistration of thu Intcimal Jocuriiy
ot end other Intornol Jucurity Lows ol the Committcce of
the Judicicey.

* P e e e o Y g ey s

a copy of MG Wte bostlmony beiore this comiltioc
g furadscihod the ¥¥0 as on onclogurcer with o lottor fraa
tac Dircetor, ¥BI, dcted 9/1/),. Ttis roeord his boen Wde
o nurt of the 10 scection of subjeeibte Lilc,

This record reflcets, in part, the followin s

KBY T3 TIhS ~ Subject tustili-d that hic ats
Ouuu cilplojod cont¢ruous¢y for thnic iape
Fooraary, 19208, witic the cacception of two g s un
(BNt mllltuPV servicu,  Subjoet slso udaitted

s rciosership in the co-c2llad “Tiacsa Group” ot the Cp
froa carly 1938, to zouctiac in 1939, lor o

fem paruod. "ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
| HEREL (S GHOLASSIFIED
DATE. BiX
XFEE L

(20-9)

NY 100-11720
WY 100-9118

¥Y 100~-4727
NY 100-11352

1 1 1)

HY 100-4167Y
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RLUSP.TE. GUILD OF BY - Subject tostificd that ho
a8 boeun o memacr of' this group sincc its inccpovion
in 1933,

UILTON K.UMRL.H - Subjoct testificd that this pecrson
cnd nother porson, vnacmed and now fcesiscd, ro-
cruit:cd his wifc and himsclf into the CP aduring

the year 1938, dubjcct 2lso t.staficé thot nce
avtended o "Ymceting of Ccmmunle Porty members of
the ¥."jSP.LT.. GUILD ond so.w otner symoothizers,
follow travcelers, or trustod oerson, fricnds of

B e LA

S Forty memocrs who would be wnviteu to thc mecting

i) Subjeet testificd thot L. was, Mon the nlut

o foria, I Ddeclicve he was vwresiding.”  V@BHLS t:stifigd
K that this meo tJng wos held ot the ooscvelt liotod,

- NY, and that cbout £ purcons cttonded,

LELGUY O J ML ICLY HilWiu8 - Subjoct tostaficd

that he taught "Labor Jouwrnalism at a2 Myritoerst
School’, opurated by the L....W. for two torms of
aoout 10 wcecks cach in citner 1930 or 1939, Subjoct
testificd in answer to o cuestion if ho knew of any
"kinown Communist connccited with thoe courscs at tl

: : Writcrat! School?m, that "to the bdbest of my knowled; c
now, I 4id not know that cny tcecacr in the school
was o Communist, nor ¢id I carc, fronkly."

e s

DCSHIEL LEEET? - Subjeet tostaficd in relation to
this Derson soct e did not dnow "whcther he wos

; connceted with the School., Ho was connccted with
* the L,a.lle, surcly.! Subjcct testificd that he
did not know H.JL-B?T s & Communist.

-~

uICHaJD WIIGAT - Subjoct testificd in rolition to
this person that ho did not know his conncction
with tho Writurst! School, but thut WRIGHD was
connceted with Laslol, Subjoct testificd that he
did not know 'L(IGHT cs 2 Communist,

MY3.. PAGE - Subjcct tecstified in rclotion to this

- person thot she wos o toacher ot the Writors

234 School. Subjcect 2lso testifica tﬂut nc docs not
' rcmombor kmowing hcr.,

-2 -
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LDVIN SE.VI.. - Subjuct testiricd in rcluation to
thais nerson thot he did not romcomdor him g diing,
conncctea with the viriterst tSchool, YUt ILMCIPS
th..t nhz was coniceted with the L.oW¥W.e Subjecet cloo
testificd thaet he did not know thot SELVLL wise
Comuunist,

p—

W00 T V00D - Subjeet tor mu .G oin relition to tivio
person  thot, while he, MiLT -0, was teoching ot
Co;«momwltl Collu:c, 1-'1";»1';0., Skonscs, tae swaner of
1937, wWooD was ¢ puest lecturwer &% this school Jow

anout = wuck. Subjuct clso teetilicd tonat LOOD
- wae 2 Conmunicst orj,nnizer .n vhic Htate of Qklihoan,

. S VILLI CLLUE YILLILLIS - Subjeet bosbiricd in
relation to this porson tii b e, WILLI .S, waon
the Dircetor oif the Commonwcaltih Colle o, dono,
-rrinsas, during, the sumacr of 1937.

-"".'.f.’.‘IC" OPFEMITEIT i TeLdr =~ feuo;ja‘ct t
r.l tion to thisn pcrson thit she 1
that she Loectme o memaor ol ti. €D
b did, corly 19308,
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Office Men:
TO ' SAC, NEW YORK (100-41674) DATB: 2/20/58

o+ S5, 3 b

S g ~‘ : . p " RN 2
andum « UNiTED s‘xQEs GOVERNMENT

SUBJECT: gfiCiU}éD WRIGHT - b’]@
| | b1

i ecord theat
for subject, edvised SA
on 2/20/58 subject continues iﬁ reside at 1l Rue

Monsieur Le Prince, Paris, France. stated WRIGHT

gives no iIndication that he ever intends to return to the
United States., '

>
o —— . it e B 4§ B A S s N B

pLL INFORATION CONT WD
' Ultoino W hie .
HERER 13 UHCLASS! >

DATE -
- 8
' - EARCHED __, __INDEXED '
1 - NY 100-L41674) | | SERALZED wo_dZzet

£3.20 1958
FBI = NEW YORK

. w0
M %,
[P S AL URN ¢ CLOURN

BAH:b
-

PR =
NS \ PRI,
Rario-alaat oY A R s T A R RPR o o L~ e e il

e e e e e — v * — v e ot Y e n i s e € s 2



OPCA-20 (12-3-96) . .
XXXXXX

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements,
where indicated, explain this deletion,

O  Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.
Section 5§52 Section 552a
o G a @A) 0 (@)
0 ®X2) SOOI D ()
D ®)G) o ®XXO) o ®O)
o BNO) o &)
o BME) o ®E)
o eMNE D ®E)
D ®X9) o ®E) o ®E)
o ®) o ®X9) o ®E)
a O o kYD)

n] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

o Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
lo the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

8 Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of HQ 100-157464-39

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

®  The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
NY 100-41674-62

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X Delete Pages(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XxXxXxxx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XIOOKK : | FBUDO) ‘s

o p Bl 2o e e i me e - mme e e e -k




OPCA-20(12-3-96) .
. XXXXXX

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements,
where indicated, explain this deletion.

O  Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.
Section 552 Section 552a
a ®Mm o ®O(NA) g @)
a ®Q) Q. ®(N®B) S (le))
a ®O) o ®IC) o m
a ®X7)D) S M@
g ®MNE) o M)
o GNE) -0 ®E)
g (b)X4) a ®® o 06
8 ®06) a O D &)®
a ®© o O
o Informa'tion pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.
a Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency{jes)

for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information fumnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date,

1 Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of HQ 100-157464-40

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

®  The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
NY 100-41674-63

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

X Delete Pages(s) X

X No Duplication Fee X

. X  for this page X

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXX FBU/DOJ




Syreanbenios o

sac, mev vork NN et
o Py PP r"‘”'r. LRI AT Y
=, O (:7-3) [ ),/MAL

74

mz, who is in a pvn.'.i.ion te ;uz'ui"’z reliable
inforpatictt (conceal per request), made available 4o the

. ¢ch had been received and discar
b , 1o reslde at this address, (Q)

57, com

zi.. correspontience, postaaried

aof an aima.n letter directed to
York, USA" and bore the return address of

Tue cuclosed correspondcnice is set Jorth verbatlan,

an foll:m's

“Dca::”
“Yours wag tiie £irst letter w got fram our Iow York
comrades and I must say thal vwo showed ocur appreclation
by writing mlmost & mmth to ausuwer it, but then you know
how tm.ngu %m 'By tuun 13 Mtln&g,
upt can't sta.nd m’i i.\ﬁ. ¥ o e
r@ bom ot uB. ‘*ﬁ |‘}\\ $b| lﬁ%ﬁb
uER{;I‘\l 1S UidoLAsSiflED n&9&8EL
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‘We very Intdredted in the nowe about a march on Washington

" by the nepgroes and I hope you'll let us kmow Loy 14 is

progresaln; elnee we're idind of isolated frxm nous- of thet
sort fiere,

"It'o truc as s24d that there it no Mefarthylte at-
mogpiiere iere, butl since France is a capitalist couniry toc
there are other things te naicie v forit. For csample;

the police. You Just can't inasine vhat happoens here

vhen students or anyone elso holds a simple mocting or rally
here. Taey mobilize the entirce police forece, which is
divided éifferent types -the ordinary gendarmes (cops),
motorcycle cops with ne gunc; and a specinl Lype.

who cones equipped with machine gun and bayoncet. WQlve
wdinessed several minor deionstrations already, end at

each one they send out about ten truckloads of police
ammed wlth nmachine gune and bayonnets. And these are not
major striles but demonstrations for example by students
end teachers for a wage increasc and for acholarships.,
another thing is that the police have flles o cvery aingle
paerson a& every Frech citizen is required to carry an
identity card fpom™the police and is required to notify
then of overy change of addross, To register in & hotel
here, you nmust present thils identity card, o in our case
a pasgport. But there arce contradictions: two of the
french comrades we know arc school teachers, although they
are both well known leftisto and people are not alfraid to
read *Humanite' in public (one often pees well dressed
business men reading the ep paper),

“The reclel situation is even moxe interesting, The
Puerto Ricans and sd?wismmmﬁmmmo
live in aqualid s 40 11 the menial rty work,
and in gensal are considered outoasts, mﬁ not on reclal
mmmmmw@?:}obmftm Then th
[+ ) ! » an ere
are the Africans., There are thousands of Africans hare
studying et the Sorbonne. Sincc most of them come from
wealthy femilies in Africa and are sponsored by the Pranch
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poriud of revolt, the {rench .ccinsider thesc podple . .as
French an? on the wheld TGy ax treated vory well,
However, in tems of finding housing.we have had come very
unplcasant experiences with prejudlice here. e are glven
addreases by a certain cammitoe for foreign ctudents who

tries {0 find housing for you, The firgt perason we vigited

refuged to talk to us altogether, although we had all

the proper papers from the crra., The sccond g very nice
on the gurface, but didnt't give us a definite answer. e
later found out that she teld the comm, that he analyist
thougat it would be too upsetting to have a negyo in the
house. In discussing thia witih the head of the ccum.

he told us that this iz unfortunately very common and that
they £find 4¢ difficult to place African and Oriental
students, However, there is one diff. betwoen this and
Americx; and that is that if 2 negro has money there is no
restaurant or hotel that he will 110t be accepted in, The
cage of Richard Wright, whon we have seen personally, is
e good cxmrple., He has a fabulous apartment, 1is invited
in che best circles, ete.

“Enough for the philogophical part of the letter, and now
for a 1ittle news... :‘_25 ;

and I are both g t¢ school trying to learn French.
Begides that we spend most of ovwr time trying to find &
place to llve, ¢t now we are in one tiny little hotel
roaa with no heat or hot water. Every time we want to
wash we have to heat water on a little alcchol stove we
have and other inconverndent tw.nza 1ike that. But that is
not vmusugl here -« unlesg you have money or alot of children

&“ 34 progrgts) the ho:gugra.cilims am gnmgitive.
has "4n ones apartaant is

an A ¢ 1

*mx I ving av oty ct:meoz‘u.r
over hare t::nﬁymggt‘&t wgltot - reascna. ¢
Peopleaeen NMMWMW
geadgets and malking monbey, Thén
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reaaris, it 4s mueh casler here for an intervacial couple,
We know several others with children, and they are all
much happler over here thah in the states., Of courge there
is the beauty of the place - Paris is really scnething
special, and now that spring &g here, its Just a pleasure
to walk around the streeta, Ve haven't begun to see all
the nuscuss yet there are 5o many. There is a much freer
cultural cxchange between cagt and west here, and one has

the chance to see stulf from the whole goviet wordfl; including

4

Cchina (by stuff I mean plays and ballets, cte.).

“The {ronch comarades have really n nice tc us -~ they
are 5 our best friends here, has also got quite
a few friends that he imew in the states, Most of them
belonged to a certain organization and for same mysterious
reason have logt theilr passports. It is funny to Sunetion
among these pecple, They don't cven know who there own
‘enemy' 1n. They are all convinged we are members of their
org. and don't hesitiate to poy nasty things about cur
org, And this is after we have held discussions with them,
clearly giving our views, but wlthout the lable. However,
mpogt of thom of £ing people, and its good TC have them in
a forelpn country.

“One nore thing: 'Salt of the Earth' has started to play
here egain in 3 regular novie theg@tres, one of wilch played
it for a corimious run of 7 months last year, I finally
got to poe it saw it et least six times already) and
really loved it, 8 the Idnd of £ilm that gives you the
courage to really keep on fighting. I also gppreclated the
part on the ! y question' « a feriffic handling of a

l;roblm which 18 Yot too widely understood (what do you

?

"Pleaso send our regirds to éveryone you can think of -
we jJust canit write everyd ut X certainly don't mind
(in fact, I'd pre:é:ge 1)\ ir you show thie letter to

m mo‘ﬂ 1:%‘1‘3
"
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“Hells to those beautiful idds of yours. I hcoe Blvis is
comiiy; to Pards, I gueas you'!ll have to save up the noney
to pend them here tool Seriocunly though, is tier anything
that they night like to get {rca Paris - pictuk pust cards,
photos, or samething? Write and tell ue, OK.

“/s/ lots of Luove to you -

We really nigs youl

"I'Don't mind all the typing errors. "

L

The above corresgponéence ig dbeing place in the 1A
exntbit coction of ARNMENEEEY
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