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rest.ricted or clauiﬁed and 1: distributed on a nat.:.onduide basis 'via

' : "‘, A photograph of tha subﬁect was dispiayed to t:onﬁdential"' BT

Ini'ormant T-1," of known reliability, on. Septeniber 275 1950, at which time *
“ije stated-thet the subject was mot dmown to him.: He further.stated that™:.

. he has never heard any reference ma.de t.o the subject, nor has he ever aeen
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~%6 NYC 5 FROM LOS ANGELES 5 5%-18 PM
DIRECTOR, SAC URGENT | o

oscar JomNaco, wAs., EsP. R. JULESKORCHIEN ADNITTED
"ACQUAINTANCESHIP VITH VAGO SINCE LATE NINETEEN THIRTIES. DENIED
ANY KNOVLEDGE OF VAGOS PARTICIPATION IN ESP, COMMUNIST éARW
ACTIVITY OR MEMBERSHIP. DENIED KNOVLEDGE OF BUBJECTS ILLEGAL
_ RESIDENCE IN U.S. REPORT FOLLOWS.
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VASH 12 NYC 3 FROM LOS ANGELES 5 12-27 PM . Nocss
IRECTOR AND SAC DEFERRED - [

0SCAR JOHNEVAGO, WAS., ESPIONAGE DASH R. PAUL CROUCH OF MIAMI, 31.&,\. '
INTERVIEWED IN LA OCT THREE, FIFTY. PHOTO OF SUBJECT VAS EXHIBITED
CROUCK WHO ADVISED HE DID NOT KNOW SUBJECT-S NAME BUT FEELS THAT NE

IS QUITE SURE THAT HE HAD SEEN RIM IN THE COMPANY OF Lours{G1BARTI

AND JAceaX'ows IN NYC BETWEEN NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR AND THIRTYSIX ON
SEVERAL OCCASIONS. CROUCH DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER SUBJECT WAS A MEMBER

OF THE CP OR WHETHER THE OCCASIONS HE NAD SEEN HIM WITH GIBARTI AND
GOLOS WERE IN ANY WAY CONNECTED VWITH THE AFFAIRS OF THE CP. CROUCH
FURTHER DID NOT RECALL THE PARTICULAR DATES, TIMES, OR PLACES WHEN HE
HAD SEEN THE SUBJECT IN KY. CROUCH STATED THAT ALTHOUGH SUBJECT-S
APPEARANCE WAS FAMILIAR TO HIM FROM PHOTO, THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE

TO MAKE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF SUBJECT. CROUCH IDENTIFIED GBLOS

AS A MEMBER OF THE com'ROL COMMISSION, CP usa, AND A MEMBER OF THE
HUNGARIAN BUREAU, CP USAe HE WAS ATTACHED TO THE STAFF OF u.rm.onz/'fy

A HUNGARIAN NEVSPAPER, WEbir s T ars i) NOT AVAILABLE élg”’
INTERVIEW UNTIL MONDAY NEXgETs=Tew Fr-eeem—mp=t3l) NOT ABAILABLE
CONTACT UNTIL APpnoxxmrn? ocT rwmnrrxvs. HONIG TO BE CONTACTED

IMMEDIATELY. MIAMI ADVISED BY “AﬁEcORDED 5 L /40/ 57 - 70
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IRECTOR AND SAC URGENT

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA, ESP - R.

CARD OF PA
EIGHT FI ST STREET, N. W. WASHINGTO
Y

ON RI@QS\ NATIONAL BANK, WASHINGTON.
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* U, 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

" COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

1Y SHINGTON AND WASHINGTON FLD 34 FROM NEW YORK

,wd_WIFE OF SUBJ, PAYEE OF Two"}f%z

60CT 261950 o o

oy, Tole - o
Mz Lad?

Mr, Clor 7 oo

1 R
Mr, B'~ia o
My, KicholS am—maeme=
My, T05eN e memeet—s
™.
}r. R

bo LAl .
Kr. &l?n

TIOCY e

.

S 1017E P% !

AT TIME OF ARREST, VAGO CARRIED BUSINESS
IDLINGER, GENERAL ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, ONE NINE TWO/:«}k

C. - INI-"I‘_ADVISED MRS, CLAIRE

o
"DOLLAR CHECK DRAWN BY WEIDLINGER

WFO REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY WEIDLINGER
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WASHINGTON @7 AND NEW YORK § FROM BOSTON 5 - 3-35 P
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DIRECTOR A§8>5Ac URGENT DAT2 BY

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, W.AS., ESPIONAGE -R-. RENYTEL FOURTH INSTANT.

PHILIF\LEVINE INTERVIEWED BOSTON DIVISION OFFICES THIS DATE BY SAS
'KEENAN AND BRENTON S. GORDON. 'LEVINE ASSERTED THAT HE, AT NO TIME,
KNEW OR SUSPECTED VAGO OF CP AFFILIATIONS AND HAD NEVER SEEN VAGO IN
POSSESSION OF DAILY WORKER OR MAKE REFERENCE_TO-LATTER PAPER. LEVINE
STATED IN THE SPRING OE/NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT, MONTH OR EXACT DATE

BRI Y R NV

NOT REMEMBERED, HARR ED AND LEVINE WENT TO VAGO-S APARTMENT IN
EVENING, THE MEETING FOLLOWED LEVINE-S UNAUTHORIZED REVIEW OF BROTH°

MAN-S FILES AND DEFINITEL?bCCURED DURING THAT TIME WHEN BROTHMAN

- —

WAS IN SWITZERLAND. ONLY ONE CTHER PERSON WAS PRESENT IN ADDITION

TO THREE NAMED AND SHE WAS MRS. OSCAEXERGO. LEVINE CANNOT RECALL
EXACTLY WHAT PART MRS. PLAYED IN CONVERSATIONS. VAGO-S5 APARTMENT

AT THAT TIME WAS LOCATED IN FOREST HILLS SECTION, ON A STREET OFF /Za’
. QUEENS BLVD AND IN A BUILDING KNOWN 'AS QUOTE THORNEYCROFT APARTMENT \\

yMﬂSOSQ4(>k#A{%&o

UNQUOTE., LEVINE STATED HE HAS ABSOLUTELY NO RECOLLECTION OF

—m—— R

'VAGO -S HAVING MADE ANY STATEMENTS WITH REFERENCE TO ILLEGAL ENTRY

INTO U. S., ESPIONAGE OR ANY Q‘_I‘HER vxouinow 'OF LAw._ E{l w_ﬁgﬁ‘ 73
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VAS CONFRONTED WITH KNOWN FACTS AS_ DIRECTED IN REFTEL AND DID NOT
ALTER ABOVE STORY IN ANY MANNER. LEVINE CAN RECALL NO OTHER MEETINGS
OF THE THREE BUT DOES REMEMBER ON THE EVENING DESCRIBED ABOVE HE,
'LEVINE, CONVINCED GOLD AND VAGO THAT BROTHMAN WAS DEFRAUDING THE THREE
OF THEM BY MAKING PROMISES WHICH HECOULD NOT FULFIL CONCERNING FUTURE
BUSINESS SUCCESS. LEVINE IS WILLING TO TESTIFY THAT HARRY GOLD-S
REPUTATION FOR TRUTH AND VERACITY BASED ON THE PERIOD OF LEVINE-S
ASSOCIATION WITH GOLD, WAS GOOD. HE STILL BELIEVES THAT GOLD-S REPU-
TATION IN SUCH REGARD IS GOOD. LEVINE IS PREPARED TO TESTIFY, IF
NtcEssARY, THAT VHILE OSCAR VAGO-S REPUTATION FOR TRUTH AND VERACITY
BASED UPON ASSOCIATION IN BROTHMAN COMPANY, WAS GOOD IT WAS NOT AS
GOOD AS GOLD-S. VAGO OCCUPIES A LOWER POSITION IN LEVINEfS ESTIMATION
BECAUSE VAGO PREVAILED UPON LEVINE TO ACCEPT EARLIER PROMISES FROM
BROTHMAN AND LEVINE SUSPECTS THAT VAGO TFEN KNEW, OR HAD REASON TO
BELIEVE, THAT BROTHMAN WAS A FRAUD. LEVINE WAS MORE COOPERATIVE ON
THE OCCASION OF THIS INTERVIEW THAN PREVIOUSLY BUT HE WAS STILL A .
CAUTIOUS, SLOW AND SUSPECTING INTERVIEWEE. ON THIS DATE LEVINE SPECI-
FICALLY DENIED THAT HE HAD EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF THE CP, USA, OR ANY
OF ITS PREDECESSOR OR AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS. REPORT BEING DICTATED
THIS DATE. SHOULD REACH BUREAU AND NEW YORK BYOCTOBER SEVENTH NEXT.
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CIATES FROM NINETEEN FORTYFOUR TO FORTY EIGHT. ON SEPT.

LAST, VAGO TESTIFIED BEFORE GRAND JURY AT NY THAT HE WAS IN HUNGARY
TWENTYSEVENTH

TWENTHIETH

FROM NINETEEN TWENTYNINE TO THIRTYTHREE.
LAST, HE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS ACTUALLY IN US ILLEGALLY UNTIL DEC.

ON SEPT.

TO THE US ON JAN. TWELFTH, THIRTYTHREE. INDICTED FOR PERJURY AND

 PRESENTLY INCARCERATED AWAITING PROSECUTION.

TO INTERVIEW GERHARD VOLLAN, NORTH GEORGIA CLUB, DAHLONEGA, GEORGA

AND LOS ANGELES TO INTERVIEW KULES KORCHIEN, ONE SIX FIVE SIX 2ZERO

IN ABA. BOTH PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH BULET

' MAY FIRST, FIFTY, ENTITLED, ABRAHAM BROTHMAN, VA, ESP éé%y} BOSTON
. REQUESTED TO INTERVIEVW PHILLIP LEVINE, SIXTY SEVEN PERRY AVE.,

.BROOKLINE, MASS. AND EMPLOYEE OF ABA FROM SEPT NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN

: '\MTO JUNE FORTWEPO T A BREZN}OYN S.7¢DON, JUNE FIFTEEN:

65‘8)0” PAGE ONE NDBED 5! ch ¢ 1950 W

NINETEEN THIRTYTWO WHEN HE WENT TO HUNGARY FOR A BRIEF VISIT RETURNING

ATLANTA OFFICE REQUESTED

CHATTANOOGA PLACE, PACIFIC PALASADES, CALIFORNIA, BOTH FORMER PARTNERST)
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NINETEEN FIFTY AT BOSTON ENTITLED, HARRY GOLD, WAS, ESP - R FOR
PREVIOUS INTERVIEW WITH LEVINE. IN SIGNED STATEMENT DATED OCT.
SECOND LAST, GOLD TESTIFIED THAT HE AND LEVINE MET AT VAGO-S HOME TO
DISCUSS VAYS OF PROTECTING THEIR INTEREST IN ABA AND THAT VAGO
TOLD .THEM AT THAT TIME OF HAVING BEEN IN THE US ILLEGALLY. = GOLD

" ALSO TOLD OF VAGO-S ACTIVITIES IN HIS CP CLUB AND OF HIS HAVING
DISTRIBUTED THE DAILY WORKER WHILE ASSOCIATED WITH ABA. INTERVIEW
AND EMPHASIZE CP OR ESPIONAGCE ACTIVITIES OF VAGO IN ADMISSION MADE
BY HIM OF ILLEGAL RESIDENCE IN US. SUTEL AND SUREF IMMEDIATELY.
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Director,FBI DATB: October 13, 1950
- Attn: Indentification Division
SAC, New York

OSCAR JOHN
EDPIO‘IAG_- -

I (Buflie 101—1933)
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is noted thét the ‘aurname of t.he subject is carried 1ncorrect1y
rather than VAGO. Referenced - 1atter has” {been corrected in the "
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Il A L hY
Py "‘qahﬂdf _ : Qs\‘
ibsch‘]@ﬁﬁ VAGO, WAS., ESP - R. INS FILES, NY, REFLECT CLAIBE*%ICO
RECEIVED US PASSPORT FIVE SIX FIVE SEVEN FIVE TWO DATED NOV. ELEVENTH,
NINETEEN THIRTYTWO FOR TRIP TO HUNGARY IN LATE NINETEEN THIRTYTWO.

VFO REQUESTED TO CHECK FILES PASSPORT DIVISION RE CLAIRE VAGO. INVES-

R
] .
L ANER A o

TIGATIVE REPORT DICTATED THIS DATE AT NY. WILL BE SUBMITTED WHEN TRANS-

. CRIBED. PHILADELPHIA REQUESTED TO EXPEDITE REPORT COVERING GOLD , J
!  INTERVIEW. | | Rfﬂaﬁ S
'SCHEIDT S i?;. w«z
Ssocibume | e (LA
OCT 50 > TSy 13 1050
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

QE ,t_cmo,mmls - 10/1.1/50 9/22425, 10/9150

N
Irtlrmxo. 1 .
IS CASE ORIGINATED AT L
NEW YORK N 65-3474 j
WEFORT MADK AT ‘DATE wHEN PERIOD FOR WHIGH MADE REPORT MADE BY

RICHARD A. WRIGHT

RAW/gls

} 7200 sdiai | reportedly written by the subject to the U.S. Gypsam .

Letters rr.ttten by subject to u.s. ’Gypsun Ccmpany, 30_0r
- West ‘Adams Street, Chicago, and Ceco Steel Company, . -
#5701 West 26th Street, Cicero, Illinois, request .
T catalogues fram instant companies. Material requested
"~ .. by subject not ¢lassified. ¥o indieation in letf.ers s
that cubject loaving United Stu.ten. e '

._r . e S a ; “! 5 2
e L ,,;,-;i' el _- EUC - o e ST re T
EPAILS: - .. . | - AT GHICAGO, TILINOIS .  i-. | :1 <
ol - . B _________]___,______ e RN
T T"“ - "United States msum Canp_;u_az \
Mr. A. W. IRWIN, secretary, Unit.ed Statea Gypsmn Canpany,
e 300 West Adams Street, caused a search to be conducted

- throughout the offices of the U,S. Gypsum Campany on
September 22, 1950 in an attempt te locate the letter

s L0 & 777 Company on September 19, 1950. On September 25, 1950 . .
Fo- o &0 A -7 Mp, THAIN wdvised through his secretary, Miss THOMAS, .
R e "-.that the letter in question had been located and that

1 7 7" 70" - hewould turn over to the Buresu the original letter

together with a duplicate set of the material sent to -
the subject by the U.S. Gypsum Company as requested in
his letter. IRWIN stated that this material was not
restricted in nature and was open to the general public -

2 .- upon their request. t:. TWPORMATION CONTATNED
Frn i g, BEREIN 18 UNGLASSIFIED
p‘f:.:;.'. = P 1;.:‘ ;_:ﬁ AT

: ,mermm ':- o - e
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PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS COMFIDENTIAL REPORT AND [TS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO/ YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DlSTBIBUTEDOU
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the Crane Company._on :1950 ptembe zs, 1950 !!r. _
and Mr, SIMMONS were again cpntached t.p.d ‘both advised they had “exhsustéd ~ “=,
411 possibilities at the crane Gunpanrin their lea.rch,lor the letter and

been mblo to locato E & B¢, o

Ono let.t.er \rrit.ten by OSCAB. Je VLGO to the u. 8 Gypsum Cmpany, o -'-‘
» 300 Nest., Adans 8t.reot. ds,ted Septnber 18, 1953& T S i 4
- n! o RN ,r__v ‘

§.- ~One 108—pge directory of building -terials pnblished by the
: ‘!.Si‘mm Compény <. PR SO

“One letter written by oscm 3. VAGO to the Gaco Stesl Company, - :
5701 fest "26th Street "Cicero, dated September-18; "195&‘“-4*—“—'

;

! One copy each or the following catalogues:
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e The ‘photograph 6 VAGO was diuplnyed 46 confidential $nformant
on 9/28/50, who was unable to make an identification., It is o}
requested that the Se.n Frangisco &t.a’q

n'bion.
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1" FEDERAL BUREAY.QF INVES rGATION /1
: mla";‘fmcmm AT i 13 ) 2y ) 1 2L2 ' ,
N REPORT MADE AT o REPORT MADE 8Y . ;
NEW YORK i ROBERT M. KANE ;
T CHANGED: (1) CHARAGTER OF CASK
OSCAR ,LJOHN-VAGO, ¥, PERJURY !
Oszk ago, John~Murr ' ESPIONAGE - R [
] SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
A
. Indictment returned by Federal Grand Jury, SDNY on
. 9/28/50, charging VAGO with perjury before the Crand
N o Jury on 9/20/50., VAGO arrested 9/28/50 and held on
. $50,000 bail. At hearing on 10/10/50, bail reduced to .
./ $L0,000, VAGO still in custody. Hearing to plead to b '
- ‘ \’* jndictment set for 10/23/50, Perjury based on testimony i
) \ V. of VAGO that he was absent from U.S. 1929 to 1933, although
‘ A ‘@\ he was actually sbsent only from 12/3/32 to 1/12/33, Also |
Voo X \\ testified wife CLAIRE VAGO left behind on trip although she | "
T / 6\ actually accompanied hime VAGO born 2/27/98, Budapest, ‘!‘ -
' Hungary. Entered U. S, 1/12/25 as student, and remained ~_ ¥ -
IPCHE & i1legally until 12/3/32. Re-entered U.S. 1/12/33. Naturalized -
Q;‘,' SN \77 9/29/38, Structural engineer by profession, Employed in N
VY d\“‘- New York and Washington, P, €. since 1925, Partner in A, i .
36 J ,»’_‘ . BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES from August, 194k to June, 1948, and -
A \ friend of BARRY GGLD. Informants advise VAGO has been
A \ . active in Communist Party for many yearss Employed at time
L lx'hl\, ‘. . of arrest by JACOB S. ARONGW, 12 East L6th Street, New York. |,
N4 )f 0wy - VAGO resides 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, Long Island, i
¥ . " New Yorke » I 3'3
y) \r \ . . Sl
/AN l,'“i . oo @lascitled by ‘
. . - =P - Bie\wlhl |
o~ (e Twre " ! '
, S wmATI )M'/ti",mnssiﬁeﬂ by '55" y - ﬂ( |
x 3 - r Exempt from G atcgory £, !
=z APPROVED AN PR ~ iDeclassif 2 Inie_fln_lL._l
o FORWARDED: CHARGE ENCLOSUBE nor write 1N Tiizsz pmm
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DETAILS:
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The title of this case is being changed in order to reflsct
the additional aliases of JOHN MURRAY and JOHN MURAY for subject, OSCAR
JOHN VAGO, which names were used by VAGO while employed by the WHITE
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, New York, from April 26, 1926 to February 11,
1928 It is noted that the records of the company reflect the name
as JOHN MURRAY while VAGO himself advised that he used the name JOHR
VIR 2
FREDICATION

On September 20, 1950 and on. September 27, 1950, OSCAR JOHN

VAGO appeared beforegf the Federal Grand Jury, for the Southern District

of New York, for stioning concerning his relationship with ABRAHAM
QTHMAN. and OLD. It is noted that VAGO was a partner in A,

OTHMAN 4SSOCIATES from August, 194k to June, 1948, during a part of
“which Time GULD was an employee of the %. It is also noted that

ABRAHAM BROTHMAN and his partner, MIRI SKOWITZ, have been indicted
on the charge of Obstruction of Justice,’ wnd are presentlyawaiting
trial., HARRY GOLD has entered a plea of guilty to a charge of espionage,
and is presentlyawaiting santence, «,u)

As will be set out later, VAGO is also reported to be
active in affairs of the Communist Party. EA,]

INDICTMENT

On September 28, 1950, the Federal Grand Jury. for the
Southern District of New York, returned the following indictment-
against VAGO, charging that he committed perjury on September 20,
1950, in violation of Title 18, Section 1621, United S*tates Code:

"IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT & NEW YORK

- e G > ov e e e e w W e @ W m ww - - - ap e = ww ap -

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ]
OSCAR JOHN VAGO ]
uThe Grand Jury charges: » CC(_,!
—_ ’ 0w ouon N
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"), On or about Sept, 20, 1950, at the Southéern District of
New York and within the jurisdiction.of this Court, OSCAR JOHN VAGO,

. the defendant herein, having duly taken an oath before & campetent:

tribunal, to wit, the Grand Jurors of the United States of America,
duly impaneled and sworn in the United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York, and inquiring for that District, in a
case then and there pending before said Grand Jurors in which a law
of the United states authorizes an oath to be administered, that he
would testify truly, did unlawfully, knowingly, and wilfully, and
contrary to said oath, state material matter which he did not be-
lieve to be true, that is to say:

n2e That, at the time and place a.fonesaid, the said Grand
Jurors, inquiring as. aforesaid, were conducting an investigation en-
titled United States v, John Doe, pertaining to possible violation of
espionage laws of the United States and any other Federal eriminal
statutes, and it was material to said inquiry to ascertain the periocd
of time the defendant had been in the United States, and the identity
of all persons who accompanied him when he departed from, or arrived
in the United States, and the identity of all persons with whom he
associated while in the United States or elsewhere. ]

"3, That, at the time and place aforesaid defendant,
OSCAR JOHN VAGO, duly appearing as a witness before the said Grand
Jurors, and then and there being under oath as aforesaid, testified

falsely before said Grand Jurors with respect to the aforesajd material
matter as followss

"tQe Have you made any trips outside of the United States
. 8ince you arrived here? A. Yese I made one trip to
visit my family,
Q In H\mgary? A. Yese

Qs What date? A. I returned to this country in January,

1933.
!

Qe And you returned in '337? A. Yes.
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-ntQ, You were away approximately four years? A, Something
< like thate " - .- )

Qe Digd your wife go with you? As No, she came later,

Qe When you went back to Hungary your wife did not
accompany you, is that right? A. No, she did not,

- Qe So that you are in Hungary from !29 to 132 alone, is
< that right? A. Yess

Qs - When you went to Hungary —- and I think you said it
was 129 — 4. Yes, 129t . ka'
"That the aforesaid testimony of the defendant, as he then
and there well knew and believed, was untrue in that the defendant

" was in the United States during the period of time from 1925 until

on or about December 1, 1932, and his wife accompanied him when he

‘went to Hungary in 1932, (Title 18, Scction 1621, United States

Code, )" )8

" ARREST PROSECUTTON

A bench warrant signed by United States District Judge
JOHN C. KNOX was issued on September 28, 1950, and VAGO was arrested
on that date by Special Agent THQMAS H, ZCELLER and the reporting

agenty in the vicinity of 18 East L{th Street, and brought immediately
to the New York Office of the FBI.

A search of VAGO!S person at the time of arrest disclosed
only the usualyersonal effectss VAGO refused to execute a waiver
of search for his home, and also declined to answer any questions
pertaining to his activitiess At his request, he was permitted to
contaoct his attorney, ARTHUR W. BAILY. U

! On the same date he was arraigned before United States
Commissioner EDWARD McDONALD, for the Southern District of New York,
for the purpose of setting bail, which was fixed at $50,000.00. A

. hearing to plead to the indictment was set for October 2, 1950, and

on that date postponed to October 3, 1950. On the latter date,

VAGO appeared before Federal Judge WILLIAM BONDY, and requested

- L -
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~ a postponement to October 10, 1950, in order to enable him to secure
the servic f an attorney. On October 10, 1950, VAGO was represented
by MOSES IMAN, who requésted, and was granted, a postponement of
the plead to the indictment to October 23, 1950 Judge BONDY ordered

¥488'8, bedl 19 “gsgg%eiaaintﬁgutsﬁeg@w%ﬂs of October 13, 1950,
) PERSQNAL HISTORY - X \\ A

The following background information concerning VAGO and his -
family was taken from personal interview, empleyment and school records,
Immigration and Naturalization Service and Selective Service records,”
and from the sources notedi

"He was born on Febrpary 27, 1898 at Budapest, Hungary, to
MORRIS and MATH I;DSTE%AGO. VAGO attended the Hessiche
Technische Hochschule, at D tadt, Germany, from September, 1920
to May, 1921, and was gradusted from the Royal Hungarian Technical
Institute, at Budapest as a civil engineer, in 1922 After working
in Hungary for varjous engineering firms, he entered the United
States at New York, on January 12, 1925, on the "SS MONGOLIA", °
destined to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, as a
student. However, he actually attended Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, -

from January, 1925 to_March, 1925, and began work as an engineer in
New Yorke 'On March 31, 1928 he was married to at

Long Island City, New York, according to the records’of the De

nt

of Health, New Yorke W

A% _
o 71
Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service re=~ /
flect that she was born on Januery 31, 1907 at Budapest, Hungary,

and entereg the United States as CLARA ISZMAN, at_New York,
on March 26, 1926, She was naturalized on/November 19, 1931, in

the Supreme Court at Jamaica, Long Islande Two children have been
born to the couple, JOHN and SUSAN, now aged 12 and L respectivelye \R}

VACO left the United States for Hungary with his wife
on December 3, 1932, and returned on Januery 12, 1933 |'U |

Tt is noted that in his Selective Service questionnaire,
)fZAGO

listed five brothers, RORERT, ERNEST, STEPHEN é_R?HUR and
TEERTHOID, 211 of Whom rosids In Tunghrys Q&) ’ |
: o

-5
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According to VAGO'S own statement, he has not returned to
Hungary since that time.-@]

On May 31, 1938, VAGO filed petition for naturalization,
#310521, in the United States Distriot Court, for.the Southern Distriet
of New York, and was admitted to citizenship in the same court on

September 29, 1938, Oertificate of Naturalizetion #4320335 was issued
to him, \ui

Selective Service records reflect that VAGO did not enter
into military service because of overages :

The following are the employments listed by VAGO since his
arrival in the United Statest :

Je M§Felson, architect: March 16, 1925 to April 10,
1926 :

New York Central 4pril 15, 1926 to April 20,
1926

White Construction Company April 26, 1926 to February 11,
1928

Je M Felson . February 13, 1928 to October 27,
1928 ’

White Construction Company October 29, 1928 to February 1,
1933

CeWeds -~ WPA January 29, 1934 to Ociober 28,

. 1936

Austin Company . October 28, 1936 to December 10,

19 Rector Street 1937

Procurement « F,W.A. July 25, 1938 to December 1,
1939 .

War Department . Deﬁlember 16, 1939 to June 26,

' 19 '
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White Construction Company June 13, 1941 to July 18, 1941

Fellheimer & Wagner July 21, 1541 to April 17, 1943
Joh%reenewalt ~© April 19, 1943 to October 31,
943
Angel%onti NoKﬁmber 15, 1943 to February 29,
A \ 1l

Regal Chemical Company
A. Brothman Associates

Seve‘ruc_l-Elstadr Krueger

March 1, 194k to August 12, 19LL
Auvgust .15, 19Lk to May 31, 1948
June 7, 1948 to July 30, 1949

Jacob SXAronﬁv} October L4, 1949 to November 11,

1949 : . (Zt /

It is noted ‘that in correspondence with the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, and also in employment applications, VAGO has
advised that he has been unhemployed for considerable periods of time. J

At the present time VAGO resides in Apartment 1B, at 66~07
99th Street, Rego Park, Long Island, New York: (pl,,

EVIDENCE OF PERJURY

White Cohstmction Company

On September 20, 1950, as set out in the indictment, VAGO
testified that he had left the United States in 1929 and had reside
in Hungary continuously until his retwrn to New York early in 1933,° ‘

On September 26, 1950, the information set out below from
SCHAEFER was obtained and furnished to Special Assistant to the
Attofrey General THOMAS J; DONEGAN, for use in questioning VAGO before
the Gr Jury on September 27, 1950, r’]

-7~
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It is noted that the employment records of the WHITE ,
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 95 Madison Zvenue, New York, zre maintained by
SCHAEFER, to whom a subpoena should be directed in the event that
proof of VAGO!'S employment is desired, 7

The following signed statements were obtained by Special
Agent THOMAS H. ZOELLER:

"New York City
October 5, 1950 %L] '

"I, HENRY SCHAEFER, make the following voluntary state-
ment to THOMAS H. ZCELIER, who has identified himself tome as a
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation. I mske this state-
ment of my own free will and no threats or promises have been made
to mes I understand this statement may bte used in a court of lawe eftj

) "I am employed as chief accountant and assistant secretary
of the White Construction Co., 95 Madison /Aves, NeY.Cy & have been

employed by this Company since July 7, 192L. I reside at 12 McKinley

man I first knew as J. MURRAY, Records of
the company of w charge indicate VAGO was employed by
the company as J m 4/26/26 to 2/11/284 He was also em—
ployed as OSCAR J{N4GO from 10/29/28 to 12/3/32 and from 6413/41
to 7/18/41. During the time VAGO was employed both as MURRAY e.nc\

as V4GO, I personally handed him his salary check each weeks GC

"I have read the above statements consisting of one page

. and three additional lines, and are true to the best of my knowledge

and beligf.

/s/ nm pkscmm 1o/5/§o %t\

NG

MWitnessed:

/s/ "THOMAS He ZOELLER, Special Agent, FBI, NYC"

-B-



Y o)

NY 100-55242

[ R IPRNORWPPIL UL T T [} B S

"New York City
October 5, 1950 ﬂ')

"I, RUS NTINE, make the following voluntary state=-
ment to THOM'S H. ZORIELER, who has identified himself to me as a Special
Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation, I make this statement of my om
free will and no threats or promises have been made to me, I understand
this statement may be"used in a court of law, :

'\’

"] am employed as an estimator by the White Construction
co. , Ince 95 Madison Ave., N,Y¥.C, I have been employed by this
company since Feb. 1925, I reside at 265 Prospect St., Westfield, N.Js M )

"I have 1ldentified a picture of OSCAR JOHN VAGO shown to
me by Agent ZOELLER as a man I first knew as JOHN MURRAY, VAGO,
using the name MURRAY came to the company about 1926 and I worked
in the same room with hims VAGO, still using the name MURRAY left
the Company after a year or so. When he returned sometime before

) 1929 he was known as 0SCAR J« VAGO, I do not know why he uysed the
name MURRAY, as he never gave any explanation for ite He left the
Company after three or four years, returning again for a short
period of time in 19L1. @Lr

"I have read the foregoing statement and it is tryue to
the best of my Imowledge and beliefs

// "RUSSELL BALLENTM\M )

"Witnessed: - . -
/s/ ®THOMAS H. ZOELLER, Special Agent, FBI, NYC" \ul

f"New York City

October 5, 1950\&44

"I, IRMAN, make the following voluntary astatement to

THMAS H, Z o who has identified himself to me as a Speglal
Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigations I make this statement of

my own free will and no threets or promises have been made to me.
I understand this statement may be used in a court of law, @A

; -9-
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LB, .

0y am employed as Vice-President of the White Construction
Cos, Inc., 95 Madison Ave., N.Y.C. I have been employed ‘at this
company since 1919, I reside at 7551 - 196th Ste, Flushing, L.I, \ul

—

"T have identified a picture ‘of OSCAR JOHN VAGO shown to ™~
me by Agent ZOELLER as s man I first knew as JOHN MURRAY. VAGO, using
the name MURRAY came to the company in 1926 and was hired as a drafts—
man and designer by me, : I did not know him previously. VAGO left t
the company in the early part of 1928 and returned in October, 1928, '
When he returned he told me his right name is OSCAR J. VAGO. I asked !
him why he used the name and he said he had had a bet with some-
ore and had won the bete WA\ - —

"VAGO remained with the Company until the end of 1932 when
he leftes He returned agein for a short period of time in 1941, tu\

‘4T have read the foregoing statement and it is true to the
best of my knowledge and belief,

| /s/ "MAX BIRMAN (‘u/
"Witnessed: - _ A
/s/ "THOMAS E, ZOELLER, Special Agent, FBI, NYC" [U«\

On September 26, 1950, RENE L YBERTIN, L290 Hampton Street,
Elmhurst, Long Island, an official of WHITE CONSTRUCTION CQMPANY
during the period of VAGO'S employment, was interviewed by Special
Agent JOHN M. COLLINS and reporting agent, (v.)

' BERTIN advised that VAGO had been employed as a structural
designer and described him as well grounded in engineering, but erratic
in his work, He explained that he considered VAGO as requiring very
close supervision because of his absent-mindedness which often resulted
in "ridiculous” mistakese He was unable to fix specifically the periais
in which VAGO was employed by the company. He stated that he had the
impregsion that VAGO was on the "Red side", but not extremely zealous
in his beliefss He stated that VAGO made no attempt to impose his
views on the other employees, and was unable to recall specifically
why he regarded VAGO as having been a Communist sympathizer. b),,

-1p - -
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Irmmigration and Naturalization Sérv:;ce Records

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent
VICTOR TURYN:

NICHOLAS OLDI, Inspector, Immigration and Naturaljization
Service, 70 Columbus Avenue, advised that the records maintained by
the Immigration and Naturalization Service were the only records
necessary to verify the arrival and departure of individuals to and
from the United States, He stated that the records reflecting the
above, are maintained at his address and that books containing the
original manifest of passengers departing from the country are kept
at Ellis Island under control of the Immigration and Naturali2ation
Service, He advised that a subpoena to produce these records should
be directed to Mr. EDWARD J, SHAUGHNESSY, District Director of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, at 70 Columbus Avenue, KZ{I

Films of the original manifest reflecting VAGO!S arrival
in the United States on the two occasions set out belcm contain the
following information:

MAME OF SHIP - .., 1SS MONGOLIA"

STEAMSiIP LINE ' AMERICAN

DATE €F ARRIVAL January 12, 1925

NAME OF PASSENGER osc.movmo

AGE 26

QCCUPATTION Civil Engineer Student
MOTHER WITTIDNTAGO

ADDRESS Rottenls u 292, Budapest VII
PASSACE PATD BY Self

AMOUNT OF CURRENCY BROUGHT IN $100400 (‘41

- S Py ety - 4 e = PRV
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DESTINATION ¢/o University of Michigan, Ann irbor,
, Graduate School.

1IN U.S. BEFORE No .

PERICD TO BE IN U.S. " Two years

NON-QUOTA VISA NO. 365

The following certification appears in connection with the
above! . .

. n3S MONGOLIA of the American Line was in from Hamburg on
January 12, 1925%, . '

(Signed) "JOHN P, DIXON

“Chief Officer K%/

"Sworn to before

THQMAS Re KING

Immigration Officer, ]
at New York, New YorkM \W

NAME OF SHIP "SS CONTE DI SAVOIA!

STEAMSHIP LINE ITALIAN

DATE OF ARRIVAL - January 12, 1933
NAME OF PASSENGER OSCAR VAGO

AGE . | 3

OCCUPATION Laborer
NATIONALITY Hungary

RACE Hebrew

WUl
e N
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PLACE OF BIRTH ' Budapest, Hungary

NON-QUOTA VISA NO. 88NQIV, issued at Budapest, -

- December 27, 1932

MOTHER ATIIDE VAGQ, Budapest, Hungary

FINAL DESTINATION Lgng Island, New York

PASSAGE PAID BY | self

BROUGHT IN $L.0.00

IN U.S. BEFORE |

NEW YORK RESIDENCE Lihl Lhth Street, Long Island
City, New York

LENGTH OF TIME 70 BE IN UsS.  Indefinite

INTEND TO BEGQME CITIZEN Yes

MASTER Captain ANTONIO LENA,
- "SS CONTE DI SAVOIA", from

Geneva - ( Z(.)

Sworn to before

Je¢ Ry MONTGOMERY
Immigration Officer,

Janu&ry 12, 1933’ '

at New York, New York - W/\

The manifest also reflected the name of CLAIRE VAGO directly
under the name of OSCAR VAGO, and described her as a United States
citizen, age 25, travelling on passport 565752, issued at Washingtonm,
D. Cy on November 11, 1932, \‘M_\

The Immigration and Naturalization Service records contain
the following information concerning the departurs of OSCAR and CLAIRE
VAGO from New York on December 3, 1932. \U-]

-13 =
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NAME CF SHIP ' "SS REX" from New York to oenoa,
‘ -December 3,. 1932

NAME OF PASSENGER OSCAR VAGO

AGE 3l

CITIZEN OF " Hungary

FUTURE FERMANENT RESIDENCE UsA

FLACE OF BIRTH Hungary

PLACE OF RESIDENCE BEFQRE U.S. Hungary

LAST ARRIVAL IN U.Se 192L, at New York

LAST PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN U,8. New York, New York

RACE Hungarian

OCCUPATION ‘ Laborer N

The name of CLATRE VAGO also appears on the list of
passengers.&u\ .

De E. BRUNI, Italian Line, 2Ly state Street, New Iork, New
York, advised that the steamships "SS REX" and *3SS CONTE DI SAVOQIA®™
were formerly operated by the Italia Line, but that both ships had
been sunk during the ware He stated also that the records of the
Ttalian Line had been impounded during the war by the Office of
Alien Propertye \\a.\

HERBERT FINE, Office of Alien Property Warehouse, E]lia
Island, made available *al1 records pertaining to the Italian Line,
including the passenger list for the "SS5S REX", dated December 3,
1932, outgoing from New York to Genose This 1ist reflscted that
OSCAR VAGO and wife were the holders of round=-trip tickets, third
¢lagsse FINE was unable to locate the incoming passenger list for
the "SS5 CONTE DI SAVOIA", and stated that it was likely that the

-1 -
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records had been lost or misplaced at the time of the transfer to
Ellis Islands FINE stated that in the event that the passenger list
of the "SS REX", dated December 3, 1932, should be desired for court
proceedings, a subpoena should be directed to Mr. C. GORDON LAMUDE,
Manager, New York Office of Alien ty, United States Department
of Justice, 120 Broadway, New York. @j

CHARIES E, BERONIO, Landing Agent, United States Lines,
1 Broadway, New York, discovered in his records a passenger list for
the 7SS MONGOLIA", which errived in New York on January 12, 1925,
The 1list reflected that the ship carried both third class and cabin
class passengers, and BERONJO was able to locate only the former list
which did not contain the name of VAGO or his wifes Efferts by
BERONIO to locate the 1list of cabin class passengers were unsuccessfule (u,l

Residence of Vago, 1931-1932

ANNA KRANKER of Pine Place, Greenlawn, Long Island, furnished
the following signed statement to Special Agent JOHN H. WAGNER, and ad-
vised that records reflecting the above residence of VAGO are kept in
her possession at her own address.(ﬂ\ ,

"october 11, 1950

Pine Place,
Greenlawn, Long Isla.nd,
New York cu )

", m%mmn make the following statement to JOHN H.
WAGNER who has iddnyified himself to me as being a special agent
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.(u.

"I am Secretary of the Kranker Building Corporation which
corporation 18 the omner of the spartment house located at 22-81
37 8treet, Astoria, Long Island, New York and which has been
owner of this apartment house since it was built in 1931, (ﬂ T

"I have checked my rental records and from these it is
reflected that OSCAR VAGO was a tenant in the apartment house located
at 22-81 37 Street, Astoria, Long Island, New York having occupied
apartment D1 from January 15, 1931 to May 1, 1935 at which time he

- 15 -




[P TV, L ol TR R

'3 T 6D

NY 100-55242

"moved from this address, His wife lived with him during this entire
periods I identified the photograph of OSCAR VAGO which was shown to
me by Special Agen JC{HN He WAGNER as being the same OSCAR VAGO who was
my former tenants ( : , ' ) :

"I recall that sometime during 1934 VAGO and his wife took a
trip to Europe for about three or four monthse Upon their return to the
United States either VAGO or his wife told me that they had visited
Hungarys To the best of my imowledge this was the only time that VAGO
or his wife left the United States while they resided at the above
addresss QA\

¥ have read the foregoing statement and it is correct to

the best of my knowledges @)
/s/ UANNA KRANKER f)

"Witness:

/s/ ™JOIN H, WAGNER, Special Agent, Federal Bureay of Investigation" tu')

ASSOCIATION WITH A. BROI‘I-MAN ASSOCTATES ~

As set out above, VAGO was a partner in A, BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES
from August, 19LL to June, 1948, \ ?

Oon May 15, 1950, in connection with the investigation result-
ing in the arrest of ABRAHAM BROTHMAN and HARRY GOLD, VAGO was interviewed
by Special Agent LEQ H. FRUTKIN and reporbing agente At that time, in

‘addition to the background information previously set out, VAGO stated

that upon coming to New York in 1925, he had taken up residence with an
uncle in Brooklyn, New York, WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, now deceased,  He stated
that he had returned to Hungary in 1928, and that he and his wife had
returned to New York in 1933e He stated that he had not left the United
States since that time. U

In connection with his relationship with BROTHMAN, VAGO ad-
vised that he had received a telephone call from BROTHMAN in the

summer of 1941, at which time BROTHMAN informed him that a mutual
friend, whose name VAGO could not recall, had suggested that VAGO

-16- .
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might be interested in doing some part-~time worke VAGO recalled

that BROTHMAN was at that time designing a chemical plant for the
RUFERT COMPANY at Seymour, Connecticut, and that he had paid VAGO
$25.,00 for some structural engineering work which VAGOhad done in

his spare time, He stated that he had given his work to BROTHMAN

and that he did not again see or her from BROTHMAN until early 191:%
At that time, according to VAGO, BROTHMAN informed him that he was '
hiring men for the REGAL CHEMICAL COMPANY, and asked VAGO to accept

a position as a structural engineer, VAGO accepted the Jaob, and re-
called that BROTHMAN had him doing odds and ends of enginsering work
in setting up a plant for the purpose of manufacturing DDTe BROTHMAN
had been given the job of designing the plant, and VAGO was instructed
to set up an office at 55 West L2nd Street, to handle work at the planta
However, the project lasted only some three weeks, at which time "
BROTHMAN and all of the men whom he had hired were discharged,s VAGO
rec¢alled that BROTHMAN had guarreled with the president of the comp
over financial questions, but was unable to supply any detailse

Since BROTHMAN and VAGO were unemployed, they looked for
new openings until BROTHMAN conceived the idea of setting up a firm
of engineerss BROTHMAN promised that through his connections he
would be able to obtain some large engineering jobs and painted
such a rosy picture of the situation that he was able to induce
VAGO to acce partnership in the firm which became A, BROTHMAN

m

VAGO stated that. the firm was in desperate straits
financially during almost the entire period of its existence, and
that he himself had gone in debt $2500,00 for personal living expenses,
although he had incurred no debts for the firme. He stated that BROTHMAN
repeatedly borrowed money to meet current expenses of the firm and
informed the partners that he was borrowing on his own credit from
personal friends, VAGO was unbble to supply the names of the lenders,
and was also‘+ unable to supply the names of friends of BROTHMANs He

sta that as a res of the financ ifficulties of the firm, -
ORCHIEN, all partners in the

ﬁrm, gradually droppe out §0 th 946 only BROTHMAN, MIRIAM _
OWIT7_and VAGO remaineds VAGO stated that he himself had :

ﬁ.nally left the firm as a result of a violent argument with BROTHMAN,

and that he had not ‘seen or contacted BROTHMAN since that time, which®
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was in-June of 1948, with the exception of one meeting at the office
of an attorney in connection with the dissolution of the firm, -(u

In connection with % he advised that he had met '
GOLD at the time when the latter red in 1947, and that he had .
known him quite well during the remaining period that VAGO was with .
the firm, He was unable t¢ supply any information concerning GOLD

other than that he appeared to be quite friendly with BROTHMAN, tbq

Subsequent to this interview, HARRY GOLD confessed his
participation in Soviet espionage and also furnished information
indicating that he had been induced by ABRAHAM BROTHMAN to commit
perjury before the Grand J which had questioned BROTHMAN concern-
ing his relations with JAC QLOS, a known Soviet agent.

According to GOLD, a great deal of the conversation con-
cerning BROTHMAN'S attempts to instruct GOLD as to the testimony
which he was to give before the Grand Jury took place in the presence
of VAGOs However, on re-interview by Special Agents JOHN M. COLLINS
and THOMAS H, ZQELLER, VAGO denied that such a conversation took
place in his presence conéerning the above testimony before the Grand
Jury in’ 1914?.L_ 3 .

: VAGO sald, however, that looking back on his association
with GOLD and BROTHMAN, he has a hazy recollection that something was
happening in 1947 that he should have known about, but didn'ts VAGO
stated that he was unable to be more specific about this. In retrospect; .
VAGO now believes that "this something"™ was congerned with GOLD and
BROTHMAN'S testimony before the Grand Jury.

VAGO also advised that he had never heard of GOLD having re~
ceived an award from the Soviets for his work, nor had he ever been
‘told by BROTHMAN that the latter had received an award from the Soviet
Union for work done by hims VAGQ stated that he last saw GOLD about
- Christmas, 1949, at which time GOLD paid him a visit at his home, and
their mutual associations with BROTHMAN were discussed, VAGO denied
that he had asked GOLD at this time whether BROTHMAN had ever actually
received an award from the Soviet Union, and also that BROTHMAN had
once told him that his, BROTHMAN 'S work for the Russians, was worth
one or two brigades of mens It is .noted that GOLD advised that VAGO
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had made such statements to him, GOID. Ku"

Tt is noted that in an earlier re-interview with VAGO,
subsequent to the arrest of GOLD, he had advised that GOLD had
visited him at his home in late December of 1949, but denied that he
had any knowledge of GOLD!S espionage activities,

WILLIAM ROHALL, 2523 Aqueduct Avenue, Bronx, New York, ad-
vised Special Agent JOHN M, COLLINS on September 25, 1950 that he had
worked for A..BROTHMAN ASSQCTATES for about four years, ending in the
summer of 1949, and that he had known OSCAR VAGO fairly welle ROHAIL
stated that he did not know whether VAGD was an actual member of the
Commuynist Party, but advised that he lmew that VAGO attended meetings
which he believed were attended also by Communists, He recalled that
on several occasions he had heard VAGO express the opinion that "things'
were better in Hungary tha in the United States, but was unable to re-
call to what VAGO was referringe He related also that shortly before
VAGO left the firm, he expressed a desire to return to Hungary.
was unable to furnish any additional information concerning this, %—Li

i Oon October 10, 1550, BERNARD PIDTO, 783 Troy Lvenue, Brooklyn,
} a financial backer of the firm of A. BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES, was inter-
viewed by Special Agents JOHN M. COLLINS and THOMAS H. ZCELIER. He
stated that he first met VAGO in 1945 when the latter was a partner
in the firm of A, BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES, then located at 114 East 32nd
Streets He stated that VAGO was nominally the head of the firm

since he signed all checks issued by the firme According to PIDTO,
VAGO was principally a structural engineer, but since the firm had
very little structural work, VAGO drew blueprints from BROTHMAN'S
free-hand . drawings of wvarious pieces of chemical equipmentes PIDTO
described VAGO as selfish, uncommunicative, and very independent,

and stated that he was quite active in the fmerican Labor Party.

He stated that he did not know the degree of activity on the part

of VAGO in the ALP, but did know that VAGO attended meetings of the
organization. He stated that he had no information concerning VAGO!'S
membership in the Communist Partye PIDTO related that in the spring
of 1948, BROTHMAN and MIRIAM MOSKOWITZ went to Switzerland on a
business trip, and that the firm advanced a considerable sum of money
to them for travelling expenses, and also for the current expenses
of the firm during BROTHMAN'S absencee However, BROTHMAN took all

Al
i
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the money with him, and later, according to PIDTO, VAGO telephoned
him and asked him to come to the office for a meetinge The meeting
was called by employees of the firm who resented the fact that
BROTHMAN had taken with him the money which had been. intended for
the current expenses of the firms PIDTO stated that the purpose
of the meeting was to decide what action should be taken and that -

. no significant decisions were madees PIDTO stated that he had later

talked to VAGO, and that the latter had informed him that there had
been a ®"terrifioc blow-up" when BROTHMAN and MOSKOWITZ ret d from
Europee On the following day, according to VAGO, he, PHIL VINE,
and HARRY GOID were discharged by BROTHMAN, VAGO informed PIDTO
that when he returned to the office for some papers belonging to him,
MIRIAM MOSKOWITZ met him in the hall outside the office and accused
him of stealing the papers, at which time a fight ensued and the
police were calledes PIDTO advised that he did not see VAGO after
June, 1948 and also that he had no info atﬁjon concerning VAGO!S
illegal residsnce in the United State_s.r%l, L

>
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EMPLOYMENTS

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN M.

COLLINS: , o : :
EIVIND G. ELSTAD of Severud-Elstnad-Kruerer. Consulting
Engineers, 1415 Lexington Avermue, advised that VAGO nad been employed
by the firm from June 7, 1948, to August 1,.19L9: ELSTAD advised
VAGO had been hired at $130 per week to do design and calculation
work. He stated that VAGO was good in general detail but possessed
poor judgment so that supervision of his work was necessary. 4s a
result of this, he said, VAGO was discharged. EA

J N
A ELSTAD also related that while VAGO was still employed
by the firm, a contract had been received to do work for the Atomic
Energy Comnission and VAGO had requested not to be assigned to this
job since he did not believe in the development of atomic energy.
ELSTAD also. advised % VAGO had once stated that he did not believe
in the atomic bomb.\ ﬁ

Information concerning VAGO!'S association with the firm
of A, Brothman Associates has been set out previously.

THEODORE HEILIG, President, Regal Chemical Company,
115 Dobbin Street, Brooklyn, New York, produced records which re-
flected VAGO had been employed by the Tedlee Chemical Corporation
for two weeks ending on March 11, 19LL, and by the Regal Chemical
Company from March 18, 1944 to November 27, 194LI It is noted that
the two companies are associated. T

. HEILIG stated that VAGO had been brought into the firm
by ABRAHAM BROTHMMAN who was then an emplayee but could furnish no
additional Intormation concerning him. F}

ANGTIO CONTI, 11 Broadway, advised that VAGC had
worked for his firm from about November, 1943, to February, 19LlL.
He had no records to substantiate this but advised that VAGO had
been hired to do a job on & new type of cargo gear for ships and
that the job had taken place during that period: Q@)
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CONTI ‘recalled VAGO only vaguely and was unable to fur-
nish any additional in.formatlon.\ )

Mrs. RENEE KOENIGSREUTHER, Office Manager for John E.
%é‘ﬂﬁﬂah-, 135 East L2 Street, advised that VAGO was employed Dy the

firm as a design engineer from July 2, 1943 to October 29, 1943 She
also produced a letter dated September 29, 194k, in which VAGO advised -
that he was self-employed as a professional engineer at 65-07 99'Street,

Forest Hills, which is his residence. }ﬁ ras unable to furnish any
additional information concerning VAGO '

ALFRED FELIHEIMER, a partner in the engineering firm
of Fellhe:uner—Wagner s 115 East L2 Street, advised that VAGO had been
employed as an engineer from July 21, 1941 to April 17, 19Lh3. He
advised that VAGO had been brought to the firm by CALEB HORNBOSTEL,
who was then an employee of the firm. FELIHEIMER recalled that VAGO
was a poor engineer and that the firm had spent seyeral thousand
dollars correcting mistakes which he had made, \‘u‘j

PATRICK PATERNO, ARTHUR REILLY and CARL A, VOLLMER,
all employees of the firm, advised they had known VAGO during QL
ployment there but could furnish no pertinent information. ( S

CALEB HORNBOSTEL, 80 West LO Street, architect, advised
SA JOHN M. COLLINS and the reporting agent that he had been a Jjunior
partner in the firm of Fellheimer and Wagner and that he hadbeen in
charge of a project on which VAGO had been employed. He denied that
he had brought VAGO into the campany as stated by FELIHEIMER and
advised that VAGO was slow.and somewhat :anompetmt and that he had
been fired as a result. L 3

- He described VAGO as being "on the pinkish side" and
stated that he was almost sure that VAGO was a member of the Communist
Party. He advised he based this opinion on numerous conversations he

. had with VAGO and stated that he could recall no specific camments

made by VAGO bubt thers was no doubt. in his mind as to VAGO!'S pro-Russian
sympathles.q%

It 1s noted that information concerning VAGO'S various
employments with the White Construction Company have previously been

" set oufc.(bl.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
VARRO L. RITTER: .

-KAY BIELMAN, Personnel Department, Austin Company,
19 Rector Strecet, advised that the records of the firm failed to
- reflect that VAGO had ever been employed there. She stated, how-
ever, that quite frequently the firm hires subcontractors who
handle projects for them and that the employecs of the subcontractors
often erly believe themselves to be employees of the Austin
Compan;r-t:‘irﬂJ o

JACOB M. FELSON, President, J[EL Felson, Architects,
250 West 57 Street, New York City, advised that in about 1930, the
firm went out of business for a few years and at that time all of
the records were disposed of. It is noted that VAGO has represented
that he was employed by FELSON inthe period from 1925 to 1928.
FELSON advised that he did not recall VAGO personally. (u}

JAMES BENNIE, Clerk, Personnel Department, New York
Central, Room 419, L66 Lexington Avenue, New York City, advised
that personnel records for the year 1926 have been destroyeds He
stated there is no record of VAGO!S employment on the available
personnel rccords or on the list of employees on pensiocne

It is noted that some of those interviewed in ection
with VAGO'S employments advised that hc had a friend, JACK R¢ViIILLER, .
with wham he appeared to be quite friendly. JACK R. MILLER, I25 East
St. Marks Place, Valley Stream, Long Island, Vice-President of the
firm of Ramsecyer and Miller, Inc., Consulting Engineers, at 11 West
L2 Street, advised that he had knom VAGO since about 1940 and that
he had been associated with him quite closely as a fellow employee
and as a friend through 1945. He stated that he and VAGO had worked
together for M_GREEMT‘fa‘nd that at the conclusion of that employ-
ment, they had declded to form a partnership to do engincering work
-which had lasted for only about three months. He stated that the fimm
had received no business of any kind and that as & consequence, it
had been found necessary to obtain employment to meet their living
expensesy He stated that he had visited ViGQ on a number of occasions
at the office of_A. Brothman Assogiates and that he had met ABRAHAM

BROTHMAN through VAGD, He stated he had also had lunch with BROTHMAN
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and had visited in BROTHMAN'S home at Peekskill and on Long Island
with VAGO. He stated that he had never known positively that VAGO
was a member of the Cammunist Party, although he had believed it to
be doubtless true, since VAGO appeared to follow the Party line at
all times. He recalled particularly that VAGO had strongly defended
the Hitler-Stalin Pact at times when MILLER had criticized it.

UTLIER stated VAGO had never tried to induce him to
Join the Party or attend meetingss. He also advised that he believed
VAGO and BROTHMAN to have been of about the same political complex~
ion since they appeared to agree on most matters which were discussed.

The interview with LER was conducted by SA JOHN M.
COLLINS and the reporting agent.

COMMUNIST PARTY AND RELATED CONNECTIONS

Confidential Informant T-1, of known reliability, advise
that VAGO was a member of the Communist Party on October 28, 19h3¢vt“

Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, ad-
vised that on March 29, 194k, VAGO was listed by the Communist Party
as a functionary.

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, ad-
vised that on May 10, 19LL, OSCAR VAGO was a member of the R,go Park
Club of the Communist Party.

Confidential Informant T-li, of known reliability, advised
that at a County Conference of the Communist Partyae d on December 18,
194, VAGO delivered a report on club conditionse L

The s ame informant advised on January 1, 1945, that
VAGO was listed as a Commnist Party mcmber vwho had obtained five
or more subscriptions to the "Daily Worker!" and was invited as a
consequernce, to attend a dinmner for E&R%ROI‘IDER on December 27,
wm&#‘

Confidential Informant T-5, of known reliability,
S e -
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advised that in January, 1945, VAGO was elected County Council
Delegate from the Rego Park Club of the Communist Party{ My

On March 3, 1945, Confidential Informant T-6, of known
reliability, advised that VAGO had submitted a report of approxi-
mately two and one-fourth typewritten pages entitled, "Remarks on
the Work of the Cormmnist Political Association! dealing with sug-
gestions for improving such phases of Cammnist Party dctivities
as discussions at meetings, education, "Daily Worker" circulation
and literature Sales", k I’ .

on April 23, 19L5, Confidential Informant T-L, ad-
vised that VAGO was one of thc delegates from the Rego Park Club
of the Communist Political Association to the County Council.w )

The same informant advised on October L, 1946, that
VAGO was still carricd as a member of the Rego Park Section of the
Communist Party.(b\\

This informant advised on January 20, 1947, that VAGO
was listed as the purchaser of a bond in the amount of $50 issued by
the Queens County Branch of the Communist Party to facilitate the
purchase of a building for Jamaica Commi.mist Party Headquarters at
107-0L New York Boulevard, Jamaica.\av

The follqwing signed statement was obtained by SA VICTOR
TURYN from Mrs. BERNIC VERIA, 11 West 11l Street, New York City:

1607 U. Se Court House
Foley Square

New York, N. Y.
October 9, 1950 VA"

"I, Mrs. Bernice Riveria, makc this statement volun-
tarily of my own free will to Viector Turyn, who identified himsclf
and is known to me as a Special lLgent of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. No threats, force, or duress were used against mec and
no rewards, or pramises werc made to me to give this statement. This
statement concerns kmowledge about one Oscar Vago, for whom I
worked in 19148.%{5'
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"I am twenty-six years old and reside at 11h West
11Lth Street, N. Y., N. Y. I completed the tenth grade of school
and can read and m‘rbe.(u\ '

"I first met Mr. and lirs. Oscaffago through
Mrse. Marilyn Bailey, for whom I was doing hou$edmork at the time.
I worked for Mrs. Bailey for a period of approximately two and
one-half years. JAfter I met Mrsqs Vago I was then engaged by her
to do houseclecaning Whlch I did for her for a period of approxi-
mately two months. \‘?C

"During my brief period of employment for Mrs. Vago,
she attempted to get me to join the Communist Party on several

occasionse She t0ld me 'bhat she and Mr. Vago were both members of
the Communist Partys L“U,

"T know that ¥r. and Mrs. Vago were members of the
Comrmmnist Party because I saw both their names in a loose leaf
note book kept by Mrs. Bailey. Mrs: Bailey was Sccretary or
Treasurer of the Communist Party in Queens and she kept names
of members in this note book in alphabetical order. -Mrs: Balley
told mc hersclf that this note book contained the names of Com-
munist Party members in Queens. I saw this book many times and
loocked up names in the book at the request of Mrs, Bailey. After
I startec working for brs. Vago, itwas then that I looked in the
book and found the name of Oscar Vago and the name of Mrs: Oscar
Vago. \a,

"The Oscar Vagos had numerous bits of literature in
their apartment about the Cammunist Partys Oscar Vago also re- .
ceived the 'Daily Worker! which I observed in the apartment: Mrs/Vago
- would also play record entitled 'The Red Army Song' to which the
children would marbh.\u

*The note book I referred to earlier which was kept
by Mrs. Bailey and contained names of members of the Cammunist
Party in Queecns is described as follows: Large loose leaf binder,
light blue cover which cover ‘zppeared to have been a canvas of
same sorts
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'#I have read the above statement consisting of three -
pages and every word is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. E")

(signed) ®Bernice Riveria _ %LJ

17itnessed:

"Victor Turyn, Special Agent, F. Be Ie" (U/)

It is noted that JACK R. MILLER, the interview with
vhan is set out above, adviscd that VAGO was a member of the Inter-
national Worker's Order. j . A

Confidential Informant T-7, of known reliability, has

vised that on August 21, 1950, a check made payable to DOROTHY _
TH and signed by VAGO in tHe t of $6.51 was endorsed by
DOROTHY SMITH to.the account !bhe Internatlonal Worker's Order,
Lodge 818. It is noted that the IWO appears on the list of organi~
zations prepared by the Attorney General under Executive Order 9835. @_ )

Other information pertaining to VAGO'S Communist con-
nections and sympathies have been set forth elsewhere in this report.k )

CLATRE VAGO

Confldential Informant T-8, of known reliabilitv, ad-
vised that on May 23,19LL, CLAIRE VAGQ,66-07 99 Street,Queens, New York,
was listed as a2 Rego Park Communist Club Ass:.stanh\ r

Confidential Informant T-9, of known reliability,

advised that CLAIREVAGO had signed a "Daily Worker" Victory Brlgade
Pledge card in l9hh. t&(_

Coni‘ldentlal Informant T~} advised that CLAIRE V %{ 8
a member of the Queens County Communist Party on May 20, 1949. T

Cenfidential Informant T-10, of known reliability,
advised that Mrs. CLAIRE VAG®,66=-07 99 Street, Rego Park, had sent
a communication to Judge HAR%LD . MEDINA protesting the trial of

the Communist Party leaders.
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It is noted that in the signed statement set out above
from Mrs. RIVERIA, considerable information is contained concerning
Mrs. VAGO'S Communist Party connections.K i -

The records of the Board of Elections, Queens County,
reflect that OSCAR and CLAIREVAGO registered as members of
American Labor Party from 1941 through 1949, inclusives

INS INVESTIGATION OF VAGO

The records of the DImmigration and Naturalization
Service reflect that on Jamuary 12, 1925, VAGO was admitted at
New York as an immigrant student destined to the University of
Michigane. It was ascertained that VAGO did not register at that
institution and an investigation was instituted by INS as a result.(u‘

In a report dated June 29, 1925, it is noted that VAGO
vas interviewed by an ingpector of INS. He was at that time residing
with his uncle, WILL STEIN at 59 Bay“32 Street, Brooklyn, and
advised that he had betdme ill upon his arrival and as a consequence,
did not depart for the University of Michigan as intended. Instead,
he stated he enrolled as a student at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn in
February, 1925 and campleted the term in March, 1925. He stated he
had been living with his uncle, WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, since his arrival
in the United States and that he had not been employed at any outside
work and that he had means of his own to support himself. He stated
he intended to enter the University of, Michigan in the fall of 1925
and to remaig in the United States for two more years to complete his
studies.\u- :

' In a report dated September 25, 1925, the inspector ad-
vised that he had again attempted to locate VAGO at 59 Bay 32 Street
and was informed by Mrs. GOLDSTEIN that VAGO hdd remained in Brookl
during the absence of Mra. and lirs, GOLDSTEIN in the summer of 1925 and
that upon their return thcy found him gone and had received no word

as to his whereabouts or intentions. ©She advised that VAGO had re-~
ceived a favorable reply to his applicatjon for admicsion to the
University of Michigan, but that she did not know whcther he had gone

therc.‘ku
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In a report dat.ed January 16, 1929, an inspector oi‘
INS advised that he had located WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, VAGO'S uncley”
at 2027 85 Street, Brooklyn, and tha STEIN had advised him
that VAGO had graduated from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and had
returned to his home in Budapests He promised to mail to INS the

letter l\e had received from his nephew in October, 1928, which he
aide (U

A letter to GOLDSTEIN dated January 25, 1929, reflects

that the cammunication from his nephew, VAGO, which he had forwarded
to INS was being returned to him.e-%(

The records of Pratt Institute, 255 Ryerson Street,
Brooklyn, were checked by SA RATMOND A. MULLINS and reflected that
VAGO attended one course in structural designing at the Evening
School of Science and Technology January 22, 1925 to March 19, 1925.
No additional information was availabled vj-

The following investigation was conducted by SA VICTOR
TURYN in an attempt to locate WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN:

It is noted that in the first interview with VAGO in:
comection with the investigation of BROTHMAN and GOLD, he was
questioned concerning his background, preliminary to the interview,
and stated at that time that his uncle, WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, was now
deceased, u]

Mrs. JACK POLLER, 1916 85 Streect, Brooklyn, advised that
she knew WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN during his residence there since he was a
tenant of her mother. She stated that she remembered GOLDSTEIN as an
elderly man at the time and that she believed he had since died. L&{)

Mrss JOSEPH WEISS, 1916 85 Street, Brooklyn, was unable
to furnish any information concerning GOLDSTEIN. \M)

FRANCIS LAWRENCE, LEONARD PLASTRIK, HERBERT FREISTMAN

" and JOEL WISHMICK, all of 2027 85 Street, Brooklyn, advised that they

had no recollection of a WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN at that address. v,(\
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o . SAMUEL HOROWITZ, 2027 85 Street, Brooklyn, advised that
"¥r, and ws.ﬂlr%,mwm.had been tenants in that building from
about 1927 to 1929, at which time they moved vo 84 Street in Brooklyn.
He stated that he had heard that both Mr. and Mrs. GOLDSTEIN had died
same six or seven years after living at this address.tgt}\

-Mrse RUTH GINSBURG, 2212 8l Street, Brooklyn, advised
that Mr. and Mrse WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN had resided there from about 1930
to 1938. She recalled that Mrg.GOLDSTEIN had died in a hospital in
about 1938 and that WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN had died shortly thereaftere (u)

MISCELLANEOUS

Confidential Infarmant T-7 advised that OSCAR VAGO
maintained 8 -8pecial checking account at the Sterling National Bank
and Trust Company of New York, 38 Quecns Boulevard, Rego Park,
in thc name of OSCAR J. or CIA%§AQQ, The account was opened in
September, 19LLi, and the balanck\as of October 9, 1950, was 5977.12.
This includes a $390 cash deposit on October 9, 1950. (ZL

The following investigation was canducted by SA THOMAS He
ZOELLER: : :

FRANK BETZ, building superintendent, 66-07 99 Street,
Forest Hills, advised VAGO had resided at that address in Apartment
1-B since 19]11. BETZ stated that he himself is not well acquainted
with VAGO and could furnish no information cancerning him, cta,)

HERBERT V. NUSSEY, Principal, P. S, 157, Rego Park,
advised that JOHN VAGO, age twelve, son of OSCAR VAGO, a ttends that
school. He stated that he was not acquainted with OSCAR VAGO but
that CLAIR VAGO is very active in the Parents-Teachers Association
and in his opinion is fpro-Red". He could furnish no specific reason

for this comm Tb s but stated that she seemed to him to have such in-
clinations.vj‘ '

All signed statements set out above are being retained in
the New York Ofi‘ice.?u\ '
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The following descript:"n.on of VAGO was obtained from

personal observation and interrogation:

Name:
Date of Birth:

Height:
Weight:
Eyes:

Hair:
Complexion:
Build:
Occupation:
Employed:

Social Security
Number:
Citizenship:

Wife:
Children:

Residence:

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, wasg: .
Oszkar Vago, John lurray, John Huray
February 27, 1898,
Budapest, Hungary

51 6
150 leO .
Browmn

Brown, gray:.ng and thlnm.ng

Rudady
Stocky
Engineer .

JACOB ARONGW *
12 East L48 Street °

New York City
090-05-9115

Nt

b

U. Ss naturalized
September 29, 1936.

CLAIR VA

R

)

JOHN VAGO, age twelve
SUSAN VAGO, age four

66~07 99 Street
Rego Park
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In connection with the Federation of Architects, Engineers,
Chemists and Technicians, the report of the Joint Fact Finding Committ-

ee to the 1948 Regular California Legislature makes the following L
comments: |

Al
o«

WPynical of Communist front organizations in the scicnee
and professional classification are Federation of Architects, Engineers,
Chemists and Technicians,(now the United Office and Profess:.onal

Workers, CIO)....." ‘ o \3&«)

ARREST SEARCH

[

At the time of his arrest on September 28, 1950, V.GO
carried on his person the following:

ce8l receipt to Arlington, Vermont

arber-Colman Company, Rockford, Illinois
Profesg£ibnal Engineers Card #14539, New York State

Card of Policy Holder, Hartford Aceident and Indemity Co, ’

BA 1623
Card of MILTO CKR, Grand Central Radio Inc.,

124 Lhth Street

Card of PAU;!@IDLINGFR, General Engineering Associates,
1928 st Street, N.W., Washington, -
D.C. 7

Card bearing notation Policy No. 275251, Manhattan Life
Insurance' Company, 120 West 57th Street

Card of hssociated Hospital Service, No. 5279981 W

Selective Service Card dated April 2, 1943, Order :
Number 11148, LB 251, Queens, 9501 63rd Avenue,
Elmhurst

Card showing membership in' American Concrete Institute

valid to Jamuary 1, 1951 @L)

I

.;: . - h6 -
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It is noted that JACK R. MILLER, an interview with whom has
been set out previously in this reporty resides at 125 East St. Marks
Place, Valley Stream, and formerly resided at 3L6L Knox Place, Bronx,

" New York. He was born on August 7, 1910 at Chicago, Illinois and
was Chief of the Engineer Unit at H.A. Brassert and Company,
60 East L2nd Street, New York City, from February 23, 19LlL to
February 28, 1950. (Z{, )

It is noted that HARRY GOLD has advised that MILLER was
formerly a Communist or Communist sympathizer but that he has since
become anti-Communist. MILLER stated that he had been at one time
somewhat sympathetic to the Communist Party but that since 1939 and
the Hitler--Stalin Pact, he had lost his sympathy for the organization.
He advised that in 1937 he had been employed with the Technical Aid
Society for Spanish Democracy, which later became the Veterans 0f The
Abraham Lincoln Brigades He stated that he knew that the organization
was run by Communists but that he had continued to work there since
he sympathized with the aims of the Party in Spain. He advised also
that he is a member of the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of the IWO
and advised that although he regards this organization as Communist
dictated, he has retained his membership because of insurance benefitse
He stated that as of the present time, he is defmitcly anti~Communist
and opposed to Soviet Russia.| W)

The files of the New York Officc contained no information
identifiable with MILTON HECIKER and the ashington Field Office has
been requested to Tdm’mmmmm.@:\

Tt is noted that Confidential Informant T-7- advised a check
in the amount of $200,00, payable tc Mrs. CL,IREZ VAGQ, was issued by

PAUL WEIDLINGER on the Riggs National Bank, Washington, D.C. in
September, 1950.@_,3 _
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REQUESTS FOR ENGINEERING TEXTS BY VAGO

On September 19, 1950, according to Confidential Informant
T-l2 of known reliability, V.AGO addressed letters to the following:

1, Flexicore Co., Ince
Dayton, 1, Ohio

2. United States Gypsum Co.
300 West Amsterdam Street,
Chicago, 6, Ill. '

3e Detroit Steel Products Co,
2250 East Grand Boulevard
Detroit 11, Mich.

L. Cemenstone Corp.
Neville Island -
Pittsburgh 25, Pea.

Ry

5. Phillip Carey Mfg Co.
Lockland Cincinnati 15, Ohio

6. Great Lakes Steel Corp
Stran-steel Division, Penobskot Building
Detroit 26, Mich, :

7. Porete Mfg. Co.
North Arlington, N.J.

8, Crane Co,
836 So. Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, .

9¢ Trucon Laboratories
Cement Tile Division

Detroit 11, Mich,
’ " \(fA.)

A
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10y American Institute of Steel Construction,
101 Park Avenue

New York 17, New York

11, Ceco Steel Products Corporation
5701 West 26th Streect
Chicago 50, Ill.

12. Air Reduction Company
60 East L2nd Street
New York, 17, New York

13. Flochart Foundry Company
9L Polk Street
Newark 1, New Jersey

1. Brickcrete Association
L6569 So. Division Avenue
Grand Rapids 8, Mich.

15. Davidson Brick Company
L701 Floral Drive

Los Angeles 22, Cal. ‘tl ]

Interested offices were requested teletype to ascertain
the nature of the correspondence, QA)

Mr, W. GUNTHER, Vice President of the Air Reduction Company,
60 East L2nd Street, New York City, furnished the following letter
sent to the firm by VAGO and advised that it was a technical work
which contains no classified or scerct information: @’)

.

-
¥

~ L9 -
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"Oscar J. Vago, P.E.
6607 Ninety-Ninthk Street
Rego Park, L.I., N.Y.

ngeptember 18, 1950

"Air Reduction Co,
60 East l42nd Strect
New York, 17, N.Y.

®Gentlemen:

"T would greatly appreciate your sending me a copy of your
publication entitled:

tManual of Design for Arc Welded Steel Structurest,

"Thank you.
w/s/ Oscar J. Vago

24

THO!MAS H. HENDRICKS, American Institute of Steel Construction,
101 Park Avenmue, New York City, advised that V.GO had requested from
the firm texts entitled "Simple Span Rigid Frames in Steel" -and h
"esign of Rigid Frame ¥nees". He stated that these wore basic books
dealing with structural steel and not of a classified nature.

no JV/mg"

In a letter dated September 25, 1950, the Los Angeles Office
advised that Mr. S.COGGEN, General Manager, Davidson Brick Company,
L701 Floral Drive, Los Angeles, California, had received a request
from VAGO for a publication dealing with structural quality of
brick and brick engineering. He advised that the book contained no
restricted - literature and is available to anyone requesting it. WJ
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In a letter dated September 27, 1950, the Newark Office advised
that the request made by V.GO to the Flochart Foundry and the Porete
Manufacturing Company were for literature similar to that set out above, tbl.]

FILE CHECKS

The following names, which have appeared in the investigation
for the reasons noted, have been checked in the files of the New York -
Office:

EDMIFNWNKLE’{, 28l 50th Street, Woodside, L.I.,N.Y.
, brother-in-law of VAGO
JACOB S. ARONOW, 12 East LB8th Street, New York City,
employer of VAGO
ANGELO CONTI, 25 Broadway, New York City, former employer
of VAGO
J.M, FELSON, 250 West 57th Streect, New York City, former

employer of VAGO

LUC% HDNERLIK, 2257 37th Street, Long Island City,
reference

mcm.n%rwmm, LL95 Hontgonery Avenue, Bromx, New York, ~

) reference

— I.ESLI%’-,&NN o%".R N, L16 Fort Washmgton Avenue s New York -
City, reference ’

JOSEPII NKLrR, 28LL 50th Street, oodside, L. I.,N.Y.,

naturalization witness

CILRLESR/CIRMAN, 28Lli S0th Street, Woodside, L.I,N.Y,,

' who Teceived 2 check dated:9/L/50 in the ZL]
amount of ,360.00 from VAGO, according to
Confidential Informant T-7.

No information pertaining to this mvestlgation has been found

identifiable with any of the above. ({/{')
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ART ILY, 6608 102nd Street, Forest Hills, Long Island,
New York, the a¥tbrney who was called by VAGO at the time of his
arrest, is the husband of MARILYN BAILY, whom Mrs. -RIVERIA has
described as prominent in the aiffairs ol the Communist Party. She has
also advised that BATLY is 2 member of the Communist Party. Q&)

According to Confidential Informant T-7, VAGO wrote a
check in the amount of $600,00 to IRTHUR BATLY on September 27, 1950. (&)

MOSES C. WEIMAN, attorney who is representing VAGO in
connection with his prosccution for perjury, is mentioned in the
"Daily Worker" of October 21, 1941 as having jointly represented one
HERBERTARATTON, Vice President of the 7TPA Teacherst Union in a case
invol charges of police brutality.\%()

In the "Daily Worker" of August 3, 1950, WEDMAN is described
as the attorney who represented in Magistrates Court on a disorderly
conduct charge, the seaman who was arrested by the Police for
climbing a lamp post in Union Square in connection with the
nPeace Demonstration” in August of 1950. \ZL)

The "Daily Worker", of Aiugust ki, 1950, describes JETMAN
as one of the Civil Rights Congress Attorneye retained for the
arrested p’eace demonstrators in connection with the above=mentioned

demonstration. G{_}

VAGO WILHELM

On October 2, 1950, Mrs. JAMES CAMPBELL LENIS, 22 East 73rd
Street, New York City, advised that she had seen a newspaper picture
of VAGO and believed that she recognized him as 2 Commissar in the
Communist Government of Wela Kun in Huncary in 1919. She stated that
the latter individual was in his late 201s at that time and that although

she had never s him, the newspaper picture of V. resembled newspaper
pictures of VAG%IIHEM{. She suggested that OSC! ASZI, former

- 52«
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_

Minister of the Interior in the Government preceding the Kun Regime
and now a Professor at Oberlin College, Oberlin, QOhio, should be
contacte_d concerning the likeness. ("b(j

The Cleveland Office was rcquested to interview JASZI and
in a teletype dated October 5, 1950, it was stated that JASZI was not
acquainted with Y.GO WIIHELY but that Confidential Informant T-13,
of known reliability, should be contacted. ( w

CONT.'CTS VIT!H INFORMAINTS

Confidential Informants T-1ll: and T-15, of known reliability,
advised that they have no information concerning V,';GO.Q/L

Confidential Informant T-16, of known reliability, who is
familiar with Hungarian Communist affairs, also advised that he was
unacquainted with Vi60. (TA)

The following informants were also contacted and were unzble
to furnish any information concerning VAGO:

’NTLEY, contacted by SA THOMAS J. SPENCER

G, contacted by SA JOEN P. DALEY

ER, contacted by S4 EDJIN R. TULLY

ontacted by SA WILLIAM J. MC CARTHY

WASSING, contacted by SA WILLLAM J. MC CARTHY QA,J

October 5, 1950, the results of an interview with PAIRACROUCH are

set out. CROUCH advised that he was quite sure that he had seen VAGO

in the company of LOUIS GIB/RTI and JACQR GOIOS in New York City between
193l and 1936 on several occasions. He was uneble to supply more
specific information concerning dates, times and places and stated that
he did not know the connection between ViGO and GIRBARTI and GCLOS. @)

It is noted that in Tos Angeles teletype tgﬁw York dated

, AL . - Sk~

- PO Y R~ W mivm e = b —— i - - =



RMK ¢RAS

- 22 e
QO )
NY 100-552L,2 ‘ -

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont!d) . L—] 0

Arrangements have been made for an :Lnterview of
in Paris in the near future. @)

In a letter dated October 3, 1950, the Seattle Office advised
that Confidential Informant T-17, of known reliability, was unable
to identify a photograph of VAGO. Cz(,)

In a letter dated October 6, 1950, the Denver Office advised
that MORRIS IDUI%PPLEMAN was unable to identify a photograph of
VAGO . @L :

MISCELLANEOUS

A surveillance of VAGO from September 12 to the time of
his arrest failed to disclose any pertinent contacts. k&,)

In a report from the Identification Division of the FBI,
dated October 5, 1950, it was advised that there was noé previous
criminal record for OSC R JOHN VAGO, FBI #5197146,1.\ )

The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York and
the New York City Police Department failed to reflect any information
concerning V.GO. tu)

. D

stops were p aced at Nevr York 1ty wlth overseas alrlines, ]

ajor stecamship companies, the Alien Tax Division of the Bureau of
Internal Revenue, the Border Patrol of Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Confidential Informant T-7, HERBERBGWSSEY, PS 157 Rego
Park, and Confidential Informant T-18, of reliability. These
stops have not been removed since it is not yet known whether VAGO
intends to be released on bail, (y\}

: Z4
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The following records were checked as noted:

Department of Health; SE GERARD M. LENAHAN
Selective Service: SA FRANCIS A. COGSWELL, JR.
Immigration and Naturalization
Service: "SE RALPH G. MURDY
Board of Elections: SE WILLL.M R, SWEENEY
Credit Bureau of Greater
New York: SE RALPH G. MURDY
New York City Police :
Department: SA AUGUST J. MICEK Q/"]
{
\
i
[}
i L
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LEADS
NEW YORK

At New York, New iork

Will report the resuvlts of a mail cover on the subject's
residence at 66~07 99th Street, Rego Parke v&]

Will report the results of a check of toll calls made from
the subject!s home telephone. G,(_,)

Will continue to monitor the bank account of the subject
at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company branch at 95-38 Queens
Boulevard, Rego Park, QL{)

Will onduct investigation at 397 Third Avenue, Astoria,
long Island; 340 Ditmars Boulevard f Astoria, long Island and 25

Sickles Street, former residence of the subject, w L_L L.) 7
Will interview Confidential Informant for information
concerning VAGO WILHELM, ' Q&(« )

Will interview the following informants concerning VAGO:

. _J&E)
-

Will interview the followlng employees, partners and
contacts of A, BROTHMAN Associates: ‘

v 56 - %
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LEADS (cont'd)

SOL FANSHEL
ROBERT GERSON

HERSH RABINOVITCH
SHOLEM SILBERSTEIN

EMTL BARISH
ARTHUR WEBER QU*J

Will follow and report prosecutive action, i&(/)

N < k
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B CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

The Confidential Ihforﬁanta mentioned 1n.the feport of ','
SA ROBERT M KANE dated Octoberl6 , 1950 at New York, New York,

are a5 follows:

-1
T-2

T-3
T=4
T-5

™~

T-8

-9

7-10

¥

Anonymous é){

Ahonymous

Anonymous

YD)
erling National
Bank an ust Company, 95-38
Queens Boulevard, Rego Park.

Anonymous | L[

Miss GORMAN, Secretary to the . =

United States Distriet Judge,
HAROLD R. MEDINA,
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS (cont'd)

b\

(O
as §
eld letter of Septembsr 20, '

1950,

T-12 IRVING MEYER, Superintendent,
Grand Central Post Office

_St,_aﬁivon contacted by SA HAROLD g

. T
L)

T-14 ‘on’cacted by SA—

T-15

T-16 - contacted by SA -

719 Seattle 1nformant!as set
© out In Seattle lettér dated
October 3, 1950,

T7-18 . THOMAS KILDAY, mail carrier
at VAGO!'S residence, 66~07-
99th Btreet, Rego Park, New
Yorko'

REFERENCE: Washington Field teletype, 9/8/50
Bureau teletype, 9/11/50
-59 -
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ;‘;’r;(b’ oF i” W . ’ / [ /C)/~/

/ CFRHARD NORVAL WOLIAN was interviewed at the University of
Y Georgia, Athens, Geargia. He denied knowledge of subject
/X @\ in the United States illegally. He stated that
VAGO, while employed at A, BROTHMAN & ASSOCIATES read
the Daily Worker but WOLLAN had no knowledge of VAGO
6\/ distributing the Daily Worker. WOLLAN admitted arguing
ﬂ} with VAGO concerning the ouster of EARL BROWDER from the
9!‘\ / ©  Communist Party. WOLLAN favored BROWDER and VAGO favored
X O(J y the expulsion of BROWDER and the election of WILLIAM 2,
) /‘ FOSTER, WOLIAN denjed any knowledge of espinnage activities
of VAGO,

\ » W&

DETAILIS: This is a Joint report of SA IESTER G. %&VIS and the
writer.

AT ATHENS, GEORGIA:

GERHARD NORVAL was interviewed at the University of
Georgia where he §s empl rt time ms a mathematiocs professor and is
also working on bds Ph. D. Degree in mathematics,

Y

N(ﬁ.IAN stated he first met subject in 154} when he went {
to work for the Regal Chemical Campany, This was two or three weeks after
WOLLAN met BROTHMAN and he believed VAQO was introduced to him by BROTHMAN,

ALL INFOWATIn\r A
HERETH o 2w ot oD

/]ﬂ " DAT:L =y
- NOT WRITE IN THESR SPACES
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WOLIAN related that subject was a construction
engineer by profession and had been esducated abroad, the
exact place of which he ‘did not know but believed it to
be in Germany. He stated that subject was a specialist,
at the time he first knmew him, in re-enforced concrete
construction, WOLLAN was of the opinion that subject and
BROTHMAN were old friends,

WOLLAN stated that he had no knowledge of subject
" ever having been in the United States illegally, stating

that he was of the opinion that subject came to the United
States as a young man from Hungary and remained here.
Subject was married and had one child who was approximately
eight years 0ld in 1945 and another child who was born
about 1945, The subject!s wife and his oldest child spoke
with a decided accent,

When A, BROTHMAN & ASSOCIATES was first organized,

- according to WOLLAN, subject was one of the original partners

and had charge of keeping the records. VAGO was also an ex-

cellent draftsman and supervised the draft work performed

by A, BROTHMAN & ASSOCIATES, Subject was still employed as

a partmer by A, BROTHMAN & ASSOCIATES when WOLIAN left this

concern, WOLLAN stated he has not been in contact with VAGO

since he left A, BROTHMAN & ASSOCIATES other than receiving

Christmas greeting cards. He stated however that he had

same social contact with VAGO while associated with A, BROTHMAN &

ASSOCIATES.

WOLLAN stated that he was acquainted with subject's
" wife, CLAIR, and recalled that subject told him that during
the early Nineteen Thirties, he, subject, "had it kind of
tough?, Subject was unemployed at that time and his wife
worked necessitating subject's staying at home to take care
of the oldest child who was very small then., WOLLAN stated
he believed VAGO's wife was employed by the WPA Artist Project
in New York 01tyo' :
- CL2IK

S 08Cav Y h W /oq0
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WOLLAN stated that he could not positively
state whether VAGO was a member of the Communist Party
inasmuch as he was not associated with VAGO Mon that level®,
He stated however that VAGO, from his conversaticns, adhered
to the communist line and read Communist Party literature,
He stated that VAGO consistently read the Daily Worker
while employed by A, BROTHMAN & ASSOCIATES but he had never
known VAGO to engage in the distribution of the Daily Worker
or solicit subscriptions,

WOLLAN further stated that he had an argument
‘with VAGO regarding the ouster of EARL BROWDER from the
Communist Party, WOLLAN related that VAGO favored the
ouster of EARL BROWDER and the election of WILLIAM Z, FOSTER
to head the Cammunist Party and the changing of the Communist
Party name from "The Communist Political Association” back to
"The Communist Party®, WOLLAN favored BROWDER and was
opposed to replacing BROWDER with WILLIAM Z. FOSTER.

WOLLAN stated he assumed VAGO was a naturalized
citizen of the United States but did not recall how he gained
this impression. He said that subject had never, at any time,
admitted that he, subject, had been in the United States
megal]yc :

7PorAPPIATE AGENCTEY
T ITTTDOTTICES: 7
J7UTIIBLYRIUZING
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AT 65-1362

THE ATLANTA DIVISION

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA will exhibit the photograph
of subject to ALFRED DEAN SIACK at the United States
Penitentiary in accordance with Knoxville letter dated
OCtOber h, 1950.

REFERENCE : New York teletype to Atlanta dated 10/L/50,
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J. DAVID IHITI‘AKER CHAMBERS, Iutninster, larylmd, self-confcssed former

Soviet espionage courier, was 1nt.erv1md by 8A FRANK G. JOHNSI‘OHE ani tho
writer on October 9, 1950. )

»

A photograph of VAGO was diepla.yed o MR. CEAHBERS a.nd ‘he was unable to 1dontify

the subject. He stated that VAGO is not inown to him and he can furnish no
infomtion regarding the aubjoot. A
" ~REFERRED UPON COMPLETION T0 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- TRt o
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HARRY GOLD, self-admitted Soviet Espionage
Agent, on 9/14/50, stated that OSCAR JOHN
VAGO told him he was a Communist Party member

. and attended meetings in Forest Hills,

New York City. GOLD, in a signed statement .
given on October 2, 1950, advised he first
met VAGO in 1943. VAGO was described &s a

" Communist to GOLD, at this time. The first

personal contact, between VAGO and GOLD
occurred in May 1946, et GOLD!'s place of . .
employment, 4. BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES. VAGO

" was the Chief Engineer and Draftsman there. R
VAGO discussed Communist Party matters on ¢ \?

many occasions, aecording to GOLD. He also
8old a special editian of the DAILY WORKER.
In May of 1948, VAGO told GOLD there was an
irregularity in his leaving the United States
after his first stay in america, This matter
of an irregularity coneerning VaGO's entry
into the United States was mentfoned by VAGO

again in December of 1949. THOMAS L. BLACK, ﬂ'f]

a self-admitted Soviet Espionage agent of

the 1930!s,.states he believed the photograph
of VAGO to bz that of "GSC:/R.® ELACK states
he saw VAGC on only two occasions., He also

beyond that which he learned from HARRY GOLD.
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DETATLS: At Philadelphia, Pa.

HARR%D, a self-confes e _fAgent, advised on May 22,

1950, that in 5, he received A4-Bomb information from EMIL JULIUS _
XLAUGS FUCES for transmission to the Soviet Union. GOLD is currently
in Federal custody at the Holmesburg County Prison, Philadelphia, await-
ing sentence. GOLD has entered a plea of guilty to having violated

< " Section 32, Sub Section 4, Title 50, United States Code (&A.)

In an interview conducted by the writer on September 14, 1950, GOLD
advised that OSCLR JOHN VAGO was a Communist Party member. This was
based on the fact that ViGO told GOLD during their acquaintance that
he was a Communist Party member, and had attended meetings in the
Forest Hills Section of New York City \

According to GOLD, VAGO first came to the United 3States in either 1923
or 1926. VAGO returned to Hungary, and then came back in 1928 or 1929.
There are some irregularities connected with VAGO's exit and re-entry
into the United States. However, QLD said that he did not know the
details concerning this Q)"\

GOLD advised that he never discussed his espionage activities with

VAQO, and he di1d not believe that VAGO was involved in any espionage

activity. His reason for this belief, he said, was the fact that VAGO
" 1s extremely talkative and not able to keep things to himself. }

On October 2, 1950, GOLD furnished the following signed statement
voluntarily:

"October 2, 1950
Philadelphia, Penna. @ /

. "I, HARRY GOLD, make the following voluntary statement
to ROEERT G. JENSEN and RALPH J. T. CARTER,~JR., who have identified
themselves to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
No threats or promises have besn made to me and I know that any state-
ment I make can be used against me in a Court of Law. I have been ad-
vised of my right of counsel and I know that I do not have to make any
statement at all. (ZAL\ -
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