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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST

- COPIES AVAILABLE.
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“ UNITED STATES GC- o “> B

Memomnaum

TO :¥. C. Sulliymn pate: 4/19/63

\9@ 1 - Belmont

FrRomM :¥, A, Br an l - Sullivan
/?} 1l = Braaigan
:,ﬂ/ <::> 1l - Lee

\

susject: MORTON SOBELL
ESPIONAGE - R

This is an informative memorandum,

Subject, along with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, was convicted
in 1951 for conspiracy to commit espionage. The Rosenbergs were executed
and Sobell was ssntenced to serve 30 years for his part in the espionage
conspiracy. This case has been the subject of much legal action and
Sobell recently made his sixth motion to set aside his comviction and
sentence, His motion was denied by the District Court, Sotithern Distict
of New York .and that denial was affirmed by the Circuit Court of Appeals.

Sobell has now filed a pdition with the Supreme Court for a
writ of certiorari, 8Sobell also filed a motion for permission to proceed
in forma pauperis. ,

The basis for the petition is an appeal from the denial of
the subject'’s motion to set aside his conviction and sentence. This
petition is based on two arguments, The first is that the trial judge
permitted and participated in improper cross-examination of co-defendant
ZEthel Rosenberg concerning her claim of privilege which she had exercised
at a Yederal Grand Jury before the trial., B8obell claims this created an
atmosphere which was so prejudicial that he was deprived of a fair triy
In connection with this argument, the District Court pointed out that
the point had been raised before and had been denied,

The second claim of error im the trial is that the trial judge
failed to instruct the jury concerning the "in time of war" élement of
the offense and thus Sobell's conviction should be vacated or in the
alternative his sentence should be reduced to the penalty given for
peace time espionage. The District Court described this claim as
"clesrly an afterthought” and pointed out that mo request had been made
by trial counsel for a different instruction Qﬂtﬁﬂf ;ugy$l ?his <claim
of error was also denied by the District Court

A review has been made of the petition taxﬂ;he writ filed~

i . B, d d t ¢ -
) n U 8 Bupme COurt and no mention is made of horm:eau / 5 07 0
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Memorandum for Mr, Sullivan
Re: MORTON SOBELL
101-2483

ACTION:
Por information.

The Washington Field Office is following this
case in the U, 8. Supreme Court and will advise of developments
as they occur.

V




. [ ]
- ~ — e ———— . . - ee .
[

orIway o MO, 19 /—) f) : -
g Tolson .
UNITED STATES GOVE ENT J Belaoot ——
Casper
Memorandum . o
go!.occh
TO : v. C. sunm DATE: 5/20/63 B
Sullivan
FROM W. A, Br l] = Sullivan ;;{;-.'.‘M——
1l - Branigan Gandy
0 - 1l - Lee
SUBJECT: MORTON SOBELL

ESPIONAGE - R '

This is an informative memorandum,

Subject was convicted along with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
in 1951 of conspiracy to commit espionage and was sentenced to 30 years.
This case has been the subject of much legal action and the subject
recently made a motion to set aside his conviction and sentence, This
motion was denied by the District Court, Southern District of New York,
which denial was affirmed by the Circuit Court of Appeals and Sobell
has now petitioned the United States Supreme Court for a writ of certi-
orari. He also moved for permission to proceed as a pauper,

Sobell's petition is based on two points: (1) The trial

Judge permitted and participated in improper cross-examination of Ethel
Rosenberg concerning her claim of privilege which she had exercised in
a Federal Grand Jury appearance prior to the trial, which action
prejudiced Sobell and (2) the trial judge failed to instruct the
concerning the "in :time of war" element of the offense and t Robell's
conviction should be vacated or his sentence reduced to the naximys
penalty for peace-time espionage.

The SSBABELLT briet in opposition, which is attached,
states that the defendant is not entitled to raise questions cono,i
alleged trial errors on evidentiary rulings by such a motion, 8
relies on the ruling in the case of Grunewald vs, United States, vhich
held that the trial court should have excluded cross-—examination con-
cerning the Fifth Amendment plea of the defendant before a grand jury.
The Government points out that that case dealt with a defendant and not
a codefendant and in addition was based on the supervisory jurisdiction
of the court over Federal criminal justice and "‘\Q?t based on a
Constitutional requirement, ’ '

¥ith regard to 80bell's second point, the Government points
out that the "in time Of’ war®” provision relates merely to the sentencing
and is not an element of itbe icrime, In addition, it is noted that all
parties to the trial implicitly agreed that the comspiracy arose in war

time since no questﬂﬂngyng,sg ed at the trial,
04 NAY étﬁ%‘}aﬂ tion 1is udeiz'r o — brieﬂ%f 3;'9 j/-{)/

101-2485" }@RMATION COVTAlNE
Enclosure ‘N IS f |. S‘HE.D”‘l
Lipa DATE




Memo W, A, Branigan to ¥, C, Sullivan
Re: MORTON BOBELL
101-2483

ACTION:

WFO is following the developments in this case and
will advise the Bureau promptly when a decision is reached,
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No. 1333 Misc.

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
OCTOEER TERM, 1962

MORTON SOEELL, PETITIONER
Ve

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ON MOTION FOR LEAVE 10 PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS

WRIT GF CERTIORARI

ARCHIBALD COX,
Solicitor General,

J. WALTER YRAGLEY, ’
Assistant Att. General,

KEVIR T. MARONEY,
LEE B. ARDERS(H,

Attorneys,

Department of Justice,
Vas! 25, .D. C.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS YNCLASSIFIED - -

. - -
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OCTOHER TERN, 1962

¥o. 1333 Misc.
MORTON SOEELL, PETTTIONER

\

OPINION BELOW

] D

The opinion of the district court is reported at 204 ¥. Supp. £25.
ﬁcopmmofmemusmumnmr.am.

JURTEDICTION

The Juigment of the comrt of sppeals was emtered oam February 6,
1963. On March b, 1963, Mr. Justice Earlan extended the time for f1ling
the petition for & writ of certiorari to and including April 6, 1963.
The petition was filed an April 5, 1963. The jJurisdiction of this Court
1s invoked under 28 U.8.C. 1254(1).

QUESTIONS P

1. Whetdher petitioner may collaterally attack under 28 U.8.C.
2055 his comviction for conspiracy to commit espicnage against the
United States in wartime on the ground that cme of petitioner's co-
defendants was cross-examined conceraing her claim of self-incrimina-
tion before the grand Jury.
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2. Whether petiticner is entitled to have his comviction set aside
under 28 U.8.C. 2255 or to be resentenced pursuant to Rule 35,FR. Crim. P.
because the trial Judge failed to instruct the jJury concerning the "in
time of wvar" element of the offense, no exception having beenm taken.

STATUTES INVOLVED

28 U.8.C. 2255, 50 U.8.C. (1946 ed.) 32 and 35, and Rules 30 and 35
of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure are set forth in the Appendix,
infre,

OTATEMENT .

On April 5, 1951, petiticner, together with Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg, wvas convicted in the United States District Court for the Southern
District of New York of conspiracy to commit esplomage in violation of
former 50 U.8.C. 32 and 3 (now 18 U.8.C. T94). Petitioner wvas sentenced
to thirty years' imprisomment (R. 30).. The judgment was affirmed by the
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and certiorari was denied by this
Gourt. United States v. Rosenberg, 195 F. 24 583, rehearing denied, 195
¥., 24 609, certiorari denied, 34k U.S, 838.

Subsequently, petitioner made a series of collateral attacks on his
comviction.  The present motion seaking to vacate sentence under 28
¥.8.C. 2255 or, altermatively, to correct semtence under Rule 35, T.R.
Crim. P., was filed on Jamary 3, 1962, over ten years after petitioner's
sextence wvas imposed. The motion attacked petitioner's conviction on-
the grownds that (1) the cross-exzmimation of Ethel Rosenberg improperly
mummn&tmtmmmmmmmmurmm
mndmnmmmtommofmmquruws_mam
‘ansvered at trial; and (2) the trial judge failed to charge the jJury that
they must find that petitioner joined the conspirecy "in time of war.”
The district court demied the motion and the court of sppeals affirmed in
a lengthy and exhaustive opinicm. '

1/ "R." refers to the record on the original appesal.

2/ United States v. Rosenberg, 108 F. Supp. T98 (8.D. N.Y.), affirmed,
200 ¥. 24 666 (C.A, 23,' certiorard denied, 345 U.8. 965; United States
v. Sobell, umreported in 8.D, N.Y. and C.A. 2, certiorari denied
U.8, 90%; United States v. Sobell, 142 ¥. Supp. 515 (8.D. K.Y,) (two
n'}taim), affirmed, 245 P. W(c.a. 2), certiorari denied, 355 U.8.
.ﬁ\ - 2 -

~ : —




ARGUMEFT

1. Mitiomcl&hsﬂnthilmvictionuhouldhomhdm@uﬁ
U.8.C. 2255 on the ground that the cross-examination of his co-defendant
Ethel Rosenberg with respect to her claim of Fifth Amendment privilege be-
fore the grand jury deprived him of a fair trial and &ne process of law.

Collateral relief is svailable only vhen the error is of such magen
tude as to result in "s complete miscarriage of Justice # # # /or/ an cmis-
sion inconsistent with the rudimentary demands of fair procedure.” Hill v.
United gtates, 368 U.8. h2h, 428; see mo_s_g;gv. large, 332 U.8. 1Th.
ummu;@:mmmmmsnu-v.m,255!.&13835
384 (C.A. 2):

A motion under 82255 cannot ordinarily de used in lieu of

an appeal to correct errors cammitted in the course of a trial

# % #, Tt will lie only if the trial court's error vas juris-

dictional or deprived the defendant of Constitutional rights under

"exceptional circumstances” which may jJustify a relaxation of the

general rule # ¥ #, Only where there has been & deprivation of

rights so fundamental as to amount to a denial of a fair trial can

the conviction and sentence be set aside under § 2255.
Accordingly, trial errors relating to evidentiary rulings cammot ordi-
pril;bexﬁudeoll&ter&ﬂ;,mifhndonamﬁtutiomlm
tion. o

Petitioner relies on Grunewvald v. United Btl‘h’l, 353 0.8..' 391, vhich
beld that the trial court should have excluded cross-examination corcerning
a defendant's Fifth Amendment plea befare the grand Jury "in the exsrcise
ofamﬂdi-éretion.' 353 U.8. at h21l. This holding vas expressly based,
maaeoiﬂiﬁtimlnqﬁhmﬁ,htwtbm';maym
over the adninistration of federal criminal justice. Id. at koh.

But, ‘even if the (Grunewald 4ecision had been based on the Constitution,
*.tl':u would not establish that petiticner's constitutional rights were violated.
In that case, it was the defendant Halperin who had appeared before the grand

Jury, and 1t was Halperin's comviction that was reversed because at the trial

he was questioned concerning his invocation of the Fifth Amendwment. BHere,
there was no questioning of petitioner concerning any. claim of privilege made

3/ The dissenting opinion in Grimewald likewise appears £o have & non-
constitutional basis. 353 U.8. at 425-426,

-3-
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by him. The privilege against self-incrimination "is that of the witness
himself, and not that of the party at trial."” mum::v.ﬂ, 201
U.8. 90, 91. As the court of appeals held (31k . 24 at 323), petiticner's
objection to the cross-exsmination of Mrs. Rosenberg could only have been
on the ground of irrelevancy. Bi?opeutiom'lmntmto:
clain of nom-comstitutional trial orro; involving the admission of evidence,
it is plainly not cognizable on collateral attack.

As we have seen, the Hill decision, as well as mmerous other cases,
make clear thit mot all constitutional arguments may be reised on tollateral
atiack--that the petiticmer must establish "s camplete miscarriage of justice.”
In this case, any error, even assuming that it was constitutional errcr,
m 412 not result in petitiorer's being denied a fair trial. Petitioner's
conviction rested on the testimony of Max Elitcher, vhom the trial judge charged
the Jury it must believe in order to comvict him (R. 1560). Elitcher's testi-
mony telated exclusively to the activities of Julius Rosenberg and petitioner,
an'd di;lnot even mention Mrs. Rosenberg. Mrs. Rosenbergdid not mention peti-
tioner ar Elitcher. Her testimony consisted largely of simple flat denials
that certain acts and conversations um%wmmm@eenslusy
the principel witnesses against the Rosenbergs, took place. Consequently,
the cross-examination of Mrs. Rosenberg, vhich petitioner claims was improper,
bad no direct comnection with his defense.

Petitioner suggests that he can raise this issue on collateral attack
because Grunevald was decided after his appeal was decided. Collmteral attack
does not, however, becoms available for the correction of alleged trial errors
merely because the contentions are based on subsequent judicial decisions.

- Sunal v. large, supra; Hill v. United States, supra; United States’v. Angelet,

supre; Mv. Hodges, 156 . Supp. 313 (D. D.C.), affirmed, 282 ¥.
24 858 (C.A. 'D.C;), certicrari dismissed as improvidemtly greited, 3B U.S.
139; Gaitan v. United States, 295 F. 24 277 (C.A. 10), certioreri denied, 369
v.s. 85T. .

2. Petitioner was convicted of conspiracy to violate 50 U.8.C, (1946
ed.) 32, mchrmmMatmu.mmMotum—»
tion relating to the naticnal dsfense. The statute fixed the maximm punish-
ment at twenty years, except that "whoever shall violate the provisions of this
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subsection in time of war shall be punished by dseth or by imprisomment for
not more than twenty yoars # # #." Petitiomer argues (Pet. Mi-49) that either
his conviction should be set aside under 28 U.8.C. 2255 or he should be re-
sentenced under Rule 35 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure because
the trial court failed to charge the Jury on the issus of "time of war’--
that is, the court 41d not dsfine "time of war” in legal terms nor ask the
Jury to determine vhether petitioner was part of the conspiracy "in time of
war.” Petitioner argues further that the failure went to the very Jurisdic-
tion of the court, depriving it orthem\tommiﬁom'toﬂn
mmmuwofmwmmm,mﬂmnmambfcm
ing by the Jwry on this issue, Mitim.mmlnﬂ.cwﬁgpdntmt
due process of lav. '

Mitmmmwmtﬁwmuﬁumpmqiutmm

. Juns 1944, well before actual hostilities in World War II ended, until 1950

(R. 6-7). At the trial, the dsfendants, including petitioner,™did not ais-
mM, uﬂnmumm'umm,mm’waeetu
mwwmuuwwm'lw,matbmﬁmh
Mm 32(a) made applicable to a violation "in time of war.” RElitcher's
hm,mamvmmummaw:&;mtn-@t'm
in arder to find petitioner guilty (R. 1560), was that petitioner vis part
of .the conspirecy in 1944 (R. 206, 233-237, 239, 1555). Petitioner's counsel
expbasized to the Jury that petitioner's life was at stake and that “"he can
get up to thirty years or dsath” (R. 1495). No request was made that the
Juige include in kis charge to the jury any reference to the teri "in time
of war" and the juige 414 mot &0 s0. And mo cbjection was made vhan he told
tho:uytbstﬁeuummhﬁichtbpmltulottﬁmm
spplicadble (R. 1495). m@mmwmmummum

: y Petitioner states (Pet. 48) ﬂntl'tb proper date for mﬁ.ng the emd

of statute's wartine application was September 2, 1945, the date of
Japan’s formal surrendsr. The court of appeals suggested (31h-F. 24 et
329, note 10), on the basis of & thorough analysis of the purpose of the
statute and various possible dates, Decamber 31, 1946, when the President
roclaimed the end of hostilities. 61 Stat. 1048. :

-5
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of the charge (R. 1%).mmmmmmum&u'@tyu
charged” (R. 2389).

We sulmit that the court's failure to charges the Jury with respect to
“time of wvar" was not error, let alons constitutional error, mm,
would not have warranted reversal of petitionsr’s comviction even on direct

sppeal. First, the "in time of var" clause is part of a Jroviso which relates
merely to semtencing, The stitute punishes a simgle offense, esplonage, but
ixposes different pundshments depending on the time the offense occurred. It
1s doubtful therefore that the question was ome for the Jury. |

Second, even if this wvas & Sy question, there wes no need to give in-
structions on this issue. All the parties implicitly agreed that the con-
spiracy, if there was & conspiracy at all, arcse in wartime. ~ °~

Third, even if we assume that the trial court should have charged the
mum,unmm&w-mmwmmm-
were cammitted "in time of war,” this claim is not cognizable under either
28 U.8.C. 2255 or Rule 35. '

s ‘& The well-settled principles governing collsteral attack which we
have discussed above, mc].u.aanmtintb circumstances of this case.
The error, if it is error &t all, plainly 4id not result in "a camplete
mmof:umeoct*_:‘f&]um-mummuumw-
m—;mummi’ Bill v. United States, gupre, 368 U.8,
at 428, ‘

The defendants implicitly admitted during the trial that, if they
were guilty of an offense under Section 32, it cccurred &uring time of war.
w,mmm'-mummmmmum

Moreover, even on direct appeal, an alleged error in the chargé to the
Jury will ot ordinarily be considered, vhere, as here; no request for in-
structions vas made, end no excepticn was taken to the charge at the time
when: 1t could have been corrected. Rule 30, F.R. Crim. P. mum
first time on collateral attack. seo,,_...,_n_n_m;v.gu_.y;ssr.anrrs
(caA. D.C2); Olson v. Dnited States, 234 ¥. 24 956 (C.A. ).

-6-
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Petitionsr suggests (Pet. 6, 47) that ke may ocllaterally attack the
Mwmmmm-muueummn;ov.m
3sau.a.zae,mmmmmnmmmamammcu-
pleted. Eowever, as we have expasized above, 1t is well established that
collateral attack cannot substitute for direct sppeal merely becsuse the law
has meanvhile changed in scme regard. Moreover, there is no merit to peti-
tioner's claim that before 1959§itmntﬂ.a that, "war” contimed for all
purposes umtil retification of the peace treaty er official action by the
m-mm»comu(mchuAnctoem-um:mz)mmtmv.gi_-
£20 drestically changed the lav. m-mmbmmleev.;}hd_i_ﬂ
that the term "in time of peacs” mtboeonshmdhthenmofthem-
cise facts of each case and the impact of the particular statute and that
June 10, 1949, was "in time of peace” and those words were used in Article
of War Bo. 92. Previously, in 1948, in Indecke v. Watkins, 335 U.8.; 160,
169, the Court had indicated that it might some day be required to determines
whether 1t could "find that & var though merely formally kept alive had in
fact ended.”

' Y. Petitioner's comtenmtion as to the trial court's instructions 1s
also not cognizable under Ruls 35, vhich provides for the correctiomn of an
"111egal sentence.” This Court expressly beld in Hill v. United States,
supra, 368 U.B. at 430, that "the narrow function of Rule 35 is to permit
mctionatmtimd'nuhg;lm,mton-emu’ems
occurring at the trial or other proceedings prior to the imposition of
sentence” (esphasis in ariginal). The Court therefore comcluded that the
fatlure of the trial court to inform the defendant of his right to speak
before sentemce, although it violated Rule 32, F.R; Crim. P., did nst make
the sentence illegal. It is even clearer thet petitiomer's comtention in
this case involves at most exrror in the conduct of the trial occurring long
before sentence, and vas not an error in the sentense itself. While petd-
tioner relies on Eeflin v. United States, 358 U.8. 415, and Prince v. United
States, 352 UZB. 322, both cases are LTApposite since they involved the
111agal imposition of consecutive semtences for the ssge conduct.

-7-
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i Yor the foregoing reasons, we respectfully submit that the petition
for & writ of certiorari should be denied.

R,

ARCHIBALD COX,
Solicitor General.

J. VAUTER YEAGIEY,

KEVIN T, MARONEY,

LZE B, ANIERSON,
Attorneys,

MAY 1963
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, BBCTION 2255 of TITLE 28 U.ZuC. provides:

§2255. Federal custody; remedies on motion attacking sentence.

A prisoner in custody under sentence of a court established by Act of
Congress claiming the right to be released upon the ground that the sentence
was imposed in violation of the Comstitution or laws of the United States,
or that the court was without jurisdiction to impose such sentence, or that
the sentence was in excess of the maximm authorized by law, or is other-
wise subject to collateral attack, may move the court which imposed the
sentence to vacate, set aside or correct the sentence.

A motion for such relief may be made at any time.

Unless the motion and the files and records of the case conclusively
show that the prisoner is entitled to no relief, the court shall cause
notice thereof to be served upon the United 8tates attormey, grant a
proxpt hearing thereon, determine the issues and make findings of fact
and conclusions of law with respect thereto. If the court finds that
the judgment was rendered without jurisdiction, or that the sentence
imposed was not authorized by law or otherwise open to collateral attack,
or that there has been such a denial or infringement of the comstitutional
rights of the prisoner as to render the judgment vulnerable to collateral
attack, the court shall vacate and set the judgment aside and shall dis-
charge the prisoner or resentence him or grant a new trial or correct
the sentence as may appear appropriate.

A court may entertain and determine such motion without requiring
the production of the prisoner at the hearing.

The sentencing court shall not be required to entertain a second
or succespgive motion for similar relief on behalf of the same prisoner.

An appeal may be taken to the court of appeals from the order
entered on the motion as from a final judgment on application for a
vrit of habeas corpus.

An application for a writ of habeas corpus in behalf of a prisoner
who is authorized to apply for relief by motion pursuant to this section,
shall not be -entertained if it appears that the applicant has failed to
apply for relief, by motion, to the court which sentenced him, or that
such court has denied him relief, unless it also appears that the remedy
by motion is inadequate or ineffective to test the legality of his deten-
tion. (June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 96T; May 24, 1949, ch. 139,
$114, 64 stat. 105).

SECTION 32 and 3% of TITLE 50 U.8.C. (1946 ed.) provide:

$82. Unlavfully disclosing information affecting mational defense.

Whoever with intent or reason to believe that it is to be used to -
the injury of the United States or to the advantage of a foreign natiom,
commmicates, delivers, or transmits, or attempts to, or aids or induces
another to, commmicate, deliver, or transmit, to any foreign government,
or to any faction or party or military or naval force within a foreign
country, whether recognized or unrecognized by the United States, or to
any representative, officer, agent, employee, subject, or citizen thereof,
either directly or indirectly, any document, writing, code book, signal
book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blue prifit, plan, map,
model, note, instrument, appliance, or information relating to the national
defense, shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than twenty years:

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED




Provided, mt‘omr shall violate the provi®ins of subsection (a) of
this section in time of war shall be punished by death or by imprisomment

for not more than thirty years; ..... (June 15, 1917, e. 30, Title I, §2,
40 sStat. 218). -

§3k. Conspiracy to violate preceding sections.

If twe eor more persons conspire te vielate the provisions of sections
32 or 33 of this title, and one or more of such persons does any act to
effect the objects of the ognspiracy, each of the parties to such con-
spiracy shall be punished as in said sections provided in the case eof the
doing ef the act the accamplisiment of which is the object of such con-
spiracy. Except as above provided conspirucies to camit effenses under
this chapter shall be punished as provided by section 88 ef Title 18.
(June 15, 1917, c. 30, Title I, §h, 40 Stat. 219.)

RULES 30 and 35 of the FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE provide:
Rule 30 )
INSTRUCTIONS

At the close ef the evidence or at such earlier time during the trial
as the court reasonmably directs, any party may file written requests that
the court instruct the jury on the law as set forth in the requests. At
the same time copies of such requests shall be furnished te adverse parties.
The court shall inferm counsel of its propesed action upom the requests
prior to their arguments to the jury, but the court shall instruct the’
Jury after the arguments are campleted. No party may assign as error any
portion of the charge or omission therefrom unless he objects thereto
before the jury retires to comsider its verdict, stating distinctly the
‘matter to which he objects and the grounds ef his objectien. Opportun-
ity slall be given to make the objection out of the hearing of the jury.

Rule. 35
CORRECTION OR REDUCTION OF SERTENCE

 The court may correct an illegal sentence at any time. The court
may reduce a sentence within 60 days after the sentence is imposed, or
within 60 days after receipt by the court of a mandate issued upon
affirmance of the Judgment or dismissal of the appeal, or within 60 days
after receipt of an exrder of the Supreme Court denying an application
for a writ ef certiorari. : " :
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. GSA GEN. REG. NO. 17 A
‘J UNITED STATES ~RNMENT ‘3

\ Memorandum
: , - (101-248 :
10 DIR#CToR FBI . (101-2483) PATE: MAY 20 5963
FROM :W\f, NZW YORK (100-37158) (P*)
SUBJECT: MORTON SOBELL
ESP=-R
(00: NY)

ReWFOairtel, 4/17/63, furnishing the Bureau and
the NYO coples of subject's petition for wiit of certiorari
filed in the US Supreme Court, 4/5/63, and advising that WFO

would follow this case ‘in the US Supreme Court and advise of
developments as they occur,

Since no further investigation, other than the
above, remains to be conducted in this case at the present
time, the NYO 1s placing this case in. a pending inactlve status
until the Supreme Court has made a determination in this matter.

v

@Bureau (101-2u483) (RM)
-Washington Fileld (101-2316) (RM) (Info)
1-New York (100-37158)

CWM:emc

R ANFORMATION CONTAINED

EIEFT?EIN lz UECLA%SIHF_D y | /i;/_-—ﬁ@ _15}1’

REC.1 8 MAY 22 1963
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G8A GIN. 200, MO. 37
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TO

5.

SUBJECT:

HEREIN IS UNCLAS
DATE

Memorandum

: DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483)

: SAC, WFO (101-2316) (P)

uonTONQBEu. , aka
ESPIONAGE-R
(00 :NY)

DATE: 5/27/63

ReWFOairtel 4/17/63.

Records of the

U:. S. Supreme Court, Washington, D. C.,

in Number 1333, Misc., MORTON SOBELL, Petitioner, v. USA,

periodically checked to
action in this case was
on 5/16/63.

WFO following
of additional action.

CEDBuxeau
2-New York (100-37158) (
1-WFO

,OMS:iﬁﬁ
(5)

Addendums

5/20/63, show that the only additional
the filing of the Government's brief

in the Supreme Court and will advise

RM)

Aks of 5/27/63, the Supreme Court docket in
this case shows that on 5/22/63 the petitioner's
reply brief was filed; on 5/23/63 this brief and
the petition for writ of certiorari was distribe
uted to the Justices of the Court, and is net

aveilable for

nOh ™

"
5 QJUNS 1963

BS!F!ED i /

XYy .
BEC. {0'4 ———— =

V116 !
k"fa vf,’%g,

review, WFO following,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED .
ALl | REC- 93 /&/«:’2; Zé—__—;)ﬁ-lj

12 MAY 28 1963
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[J  Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
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MAY 1992 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. D

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO ! 'nzﬁzcmn, FBI (101-2483) DATE: 6/14/63
./'FROM C, NEW YORK (100-37158) (P) |
SUBJECT: MORTONOSOBEIL

ESP-R
(00: NEW YORK)

Re New York airtel, 6/6/63, captioned " COMMITTEE
TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL; IS-C, ISA - 1950,"
(Bufile 100-387835)

gy
Re New York airtel advise”ﬁlmiahed 7%
information 6/5/63 reflecting subject transferred 5/29/63
from US Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, to Medical Cen ter
for Federal Prisfoners, Springfield, Missouri.

Kansas City 1is requested tb verify subject's transfer
, to the above institution and to review appropriate rem rds
S for curyrent information regarding subject's health.

W
/wﬁ mﬁé; = i
Wmm@%_‘

ALL INFOR{ A IO’\I CONTAINED
&'EREN IS UNCLASSIFIED

2 Y .prr
@ Bureau (101-21&8;% (RM)
Atlanta (Info RM)
2- Kansas City (RH) %’
1 -New York (100-3715%)

CWM:mr
(6)

51 JU

\
N191983 7




MBI v e

e S A Aae sy ~car u " _—
FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) . - . .

Trunsmlt the following ln

Mr. Mohr.
Mr. Casper

FBI

Date: 6/17/63 ::: kE;:l‘en‘

Mr. Bull
Mr. Tavel

| Mr. Trotter.

A Type iu plau text or codc)

R A it S e d e we R

WA e - -. B RN, ' o . Ay

'yROM:  SAC, WFO (101-2316) (nuc)

"(OOEY) -

1n No. 1333 Misc., SOBELL v, USA, 6/17/63, reflect that - . -

" ous: loh ’3‘.

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
: Mr. Rose
1
|
!
t

————-——-*———-————-—_-‘-

io‘“: nmxc'roa “¥BI (101-2483) AR R T
= AND SAC, NEW YORK (100-37158) ) '

IOBTOﬁCQOBBLL, aka
ESPIONAGE-B "

A \"..'A.,il‘ .

i BelFOairtel 4/17/63 and mom; 5/27/63.'

AR 1}

x 1

SOBBLL'B motion for leave to use the record in Nos. 111l and

112, October Term 1952 is granted; the petition for writ of
certiorari is denied. It is indicated further. that Mr, JUSTICE

 WHITE took no part in consideration of decision of this motion
and petition. . L N

- Bureau | - . .t
2 - Nevw York (nn) (_;ao—
1l = m . W rf

(6)

AIBTEL

Mr. Tolson
Mr. Belmont____

Mr. Callahan____
Mr. Conrad ____
Mr. DeLoach ...

Tele. Room
Miss Holmes_____

Orders of the U 8 Suprene COurt, Ihshington, D c.,;ﬁ_

-

Approved: Sent ' M Per

Special Agent in Ch

A . R . ™)
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OPMONAL FORM NO. 10 ( [ )
/ ’ Tolsca
UNITED STATES GOVER JENT ) Belmont
T s o) w S
_ emoranaum - Colldhan
:_ . goLoach
" T0  : ¥. C. Sullivafic{ DATE:  6/17/63 g
. 1 - Is_‘:.'i‘.I“
rotter
FROM ¥. A. Brani l - Sullivg;5 fele- Room ——
1 - Baumgardner Gendy
go 1 - Branigan .
SUBJECT: MORTON SOBELL 1 = Litrento

ESPIONAGE - R

Special Agent Robert Putnam of WFO telephonically advised
today that the United States Supreme Court denied Sobell's petition
for a writ of certiorari this date. Sobell is presently serving 30
years for his part in the Julius and Ethel Rosenberg espionage conspiracy.
ACTION:

) For your information.

oo 101-2483

- i?. " .0 /7

Lo APL:pa | 7 .
(6) .

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE BY.

11 JUN 19 1963
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[J Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

]

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. .

ﬁ Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to Zerﬁlsab'[ity of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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0 soBELL (III, 10)
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, Petition for writ of certiorari was filed April 5
\' 1963 and Government's brief im opposition was filed I
May 18, .19.6.""__,‘_ B ‘
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Memomna’um |

TO .1 DIRECTOR, FBI (101—2483) DATE: 7/26/63

&/ﬁw : . SAC, WFO (101-2316) (P)

SUBJECT: MORTON SOBELL, aka
ESP-R .
- (00:NY)

ReWFOairtel 6/17/63,

Records of the U,S, Supreme Court Washington,
D,C,, made available to SA RALPH C. VOGEL on 7/23/63, 1n
No. 1333, Miscellaneous, SOBELL v, USA, reflect that on
7/9/63, attorneys for SOBELL filed application for extension
of tine to file a petition for rehearing; court order by
Justice STEWART was issued granting such extension to 8/6/63,

WFO will follow in the Supreme Court and advise
of additional action in this case,

C?—.Bureau
New York (100—37158) (BM)
1 - ¥ro

. OMS:sch
(5)

--ALL lNFORMATIO“I CONTMNED

HEREIN 1S, UNCLASSIFIED
DATE__AAZ_(L_B{M)

«"\0%  REC- 44 /ﬁ/lgyp_g ﬂ'/j’?j
-\ ‘

2 JUL 26 1953
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1l « V., Leon BSmith

1 « lee
8AC, nuu City (65-1311) 8/3/63
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tc- -u-u -.uuu ooltut vl.th Nelvia u-e-,
mutm te Vardea, Nedical Center for Federal Prisoners,
ringfield, w ia exder te determine the results 0! B
medical exaninations curreatly beiag oonducted ea Nertem s
informatioa Sobell's wife and other T
tnunc beea using his illness ia their attempts
. to gain Mis release from prisea and have made statements SoEL T
Aw‘.c:&uthtmnlmtm’ﬂmha-tmdlm
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The above contact should be made discreetly.
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| Sebell is cumtly -muc 30 yoars for mspinq o
to commit espionage. lo was mvictod o.l.n; uth Juiu and
Ethel Rosenberg. . i

ALL INFOQMATION CONTAINED

LT HERER S UHOLASSIFED
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UNITED STATES GO) _RNMENT Fo)
| Memorandum
fo DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) pate:  1-23-63

\
rRoM : [~ BAC, KANSAS CITY (65-1311) - RUC -

SUBJECT: sorTON SOBELL ‘ ‘/) -

ESP-R

00: New York NS AN
, P

Re New York to Bureau, June 14, 1963, ~

On July 8, 1963, MELVIN LEMMON, Secretary to
Warden, Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, .
Missolri, made available subject's record which reflected “f:
that subject was transferred to the Medical Center for
Federal Prisoners and that he arrived on May 30, 1963,
and is assigned prisoner Number 14535-H.

Subject's diagnosis is as follows: Psychophysiologic
gastrointestinal reaction; treatment recommended: G, I, series

work-up, { :
11y

" ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED
DATE i

2 - New York (100-37158) (RM)

1l - Kansas City (65-1311) .

. ETW:3jb - ‘ g JUL g5 1963
: (6)
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PR GSA OIN. R20. NO. 37 ‘ Tolson
UNITED STAT LQJOVERN MENT Belmont é

- Mohr

R Casper
al n

7 Memorandum !
ach

TO - . W. C, sulzzfig:_ paTE: July 26, 1963 Ry lomr
’sl'avel

: . 1 - Belmont T

FROM : ¥W. A, Branig 1 - DeLoach "“S:
1 - Sullivan Gand

O 1-V. L, Snith -
SUBJECT: MORTON SOBELL 1 - Branigan ﬁ;dkjﬁ&%ﬁ%

ESPIONAGE - R 1 - Lee

This ig an informative memoranhum.

The Washington News Service carried an article dated
July 25, 1963, with a London dateline quoting Mrs. Morton Sobell that
her husband's release from prison is now a matter of life or death.
The article stated that the Federal Prison Parole Board is to review
Sobell's case on Saturday, presumably July 27, 1963.

The Federal Prison Parole Board was telephonically
contacted and it was determined there are no hearings scheduled for
Morton Sobell for July 27, 1963. In addition, no hearing is scheduled
until the annual review, which will occur in October, 1963,

Sobell was convicted along with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg

2 in 1951 of conspiracy to commit espionage and was sentenced to 30 years.
DF His request for parole was turned down in October, 1962, At the time

o of his sentencing in April, 19351, Judge Irving Kaufman stated that he (E
wvanted to recommend to the Parole Board for whatever it was worth that
Sobell never be granted parole.

K4

Sobell is suffering from stomach trouble and in uai, 1963,
was transferred to the Federal Prison Medical Center at Springfield,
Missouri, for treatment., This is themlasis for the remark by Mrs. Sobell

that her hugsband's release was a -attefg life or death,
M B35 kEc 131 /QL-;% '?3 ~1539

@
S’ For information purposes,
&Y

JPﬁcpaepJ '\eEL

(7)
% 0L INFORMA CONTAlNED
HEREIN IS UNC SSIFIE

DAT

%953/ 5 ‘ é’%/
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UPI-26 -
—LONDON--PHE WIFE OF CONVICTED SOVIET SPY MORTON SOBELL SAID IN
M—INTERVIEW PUBLISHED BY THE COMMUNIST DAILY WORKER TODAY THE
3§E§§ﬁ¥§ SCIENTIST'S RELEASE FROM PRISON NOW WAS A MATTER OF “LIFE
MRS, NELEN SOBELL, VHO THE WORKER SAID WAS MAKING A TOUR OF EUROPE
TO CAMPAIGN FOR HER NUSBAND'S RELEASE, SAID HE WAS SERIOUSLY ILL
WITH STOMACH TROUBLE AT TME PRISON IN’ SPRINGFIELD, MO,
THE FEDERAL PRISON PAROLE BOARD IS TO REVIEW SDOBELL®S CASE
sArggggv.ct¥%e;knsanv HAS SERVED 13 YEARS OF A 30-YEAR SENTENCE.
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UNITED STATES G }ERNMENT

Memorandum

TO . Director, FBI (Bufile101-2483 )

3010~100

FROM ac, NEW YORK(100-37158)

W\/ MORTON gBELL aka

susjacf:
' ESP - R .
(00: NEW YORK)
[t is recommended that a Security

Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual.

"UNAVAILABLE SECTION" Gt

7/30/63

Rasib.

DATE:

N

s UTD.
a.rdS Sent 00

7/‘3

&] The Security Index Card on the
captioned individual should be
changed as follows ( specify
change only) :

Name
7
Zj’ Aliases
] ‘4'.
] Native Born [C] Naturalized [] Alien
] Communist [] Socialist Workers Party [[] Independent Socialist League
R ,
[ Miscellaneous (specify) IMPRISONED
Race Sex .
[] Teb for Detcom [] Male [] Female
Date of Birth Place of Birth
Business Address (show name of employing concern and address)
Key Facility Data
Geographical Reference Number Responsibility
Interested Agencies // 4/’

Residence Address

Springfield, Missour

©: s @oz(&?}ogug;lﬂ) HERE'N

IS 'P‘“LASSIFIED
(%M@em@»& 1963%7 D_ATLM_B "

Medical be‘nter "PoP: Ee@eral Prisoners

NOT RECORDED
12 \AUG 1 1963
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i
Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) _ DATE: 8/9/63
FROME?Y”@&C, WFO (101-2316) (P)

SUBJECT: MOBTONQOBELL, aka
ESPIONAGE - R
00: NY

/ ReWFOlet 7/26/63.

Checks made with Mr. EDWARD SCHADE, U. S. Supreme
Court, WDC, on 8/6 and 8/7/63 in No. 1333, Misc., SOBELL Vv
USA, falled to reflect that attormeys for SOBELL filed a

petition for rehearing within the extension of time to 8/6/63
granted to petitioner. ’

WFO will maintein contact with the Supreme Court -
to determine if any additional motions may be filed by SOBELL.
Mr. BCHADE stated that filing of a petition for rehearing
would now be untimely, but that it is possible for the peti-

tioner to file a motion for leave to file future applications
‘or motions.

(g)Bureau

‘2 New York (100-37158) (RM)
1 WFO

OMS/ jgm
(5)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS, UNCLA
DAT gg SSIFIED

& w2z )53

M1 AUG 12 1863
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"1 on June 17, 1968, the Supreme Court denied petitio
;or writ of certiorari

---_ -——

Statns Report as of

Information ‘included in Internal Secnrit
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TO - DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) DATE: 8/23/63

gsac KANSAS CITYv465-1311) =P

e e
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s MORTON. soem.
iy o gsp_’, . l % :

1

:oo wa YORK

5 On 8/14/63 MELVIN LEMMON Secretary to !arden, SR
ledical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Mo.,: -ade* Cel
‘available subject's record which reflected that there has
~ been no recent medical report on_him. _There is 8 letter in
31 " the file addressed to Dr. W, E, HERMAKCE from Dr. HILOFSKY, A
.. Psychiatry, dated 6/26/63. -Dr, MILOFSKY advised in the’ : S

7 letter that the. "G I co-plaint may well derive from some -sz-»
; emotional conflict and with negative medical workup he would™
reco-nend Psychotherapy. He advised that he would recommend

is psychologically healthy enough not to require them now. . ,

* _she letter contained the following statement by Dr. MILOFSKY:
<:w., _.."At present I think that his symptomatology still leads him /
;;{57~'5 to a misguided pseudo-experimental approach to his gastrointestua
i-"=s ~ problem So that his wishes to play at being a patient seem . .. ..
- to have the upper lnnd'
: ';'-i- o po
- .t,The subject'
nay ‘be of interest.

or rather he plays at being doctor.f¢€
' \\O e
record/esgz;ins another letter that
A etter .stated that on 8/4/63, a woman
fan by the name of A AYEVSKI attempted to visit' SOBELL ‘She :was’
37 " not on the visitin ist and was not pernitted to visit him.
R . On denial of visiting privileges she became quite demanding and
';A\ made some attempts to pass through the inner door when it was
o opened for other ‘visitors._. SOBELL'sS mother who visited the same
" 1" day stated she did not knov the woman nor did SOBELL. Miss -
-r-_:g‘, BAYEVSKI left at-2:10 PM after being verbally abusive to a Lt,
e . MILLER who wasm duty and her final words were you will hear
T ,%-about this from Washington®. the only address she gave was 901
_Waskington Ave: 11tio:§ giving ‘a’’'city, Mr.. LEMMON advised they
“have. received”a lette angnt from SOBELL'B mothdr “through
2 her attorney advising thagty gl Ban was not a relative and 8h
- '2e1t that this woman kad a nental proble-. <

<. < »m‘a o AL P J
eau (RM) | Sd
%: York (100-37158) (RM) b 383 Rfc'“
2-Kansas City

JED:nks L INFORLIATION CONTAINED
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FORM DS. 10

4.1.88 _______, DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REFERENCE SLIP

DATE
[ ?{z—é 3

T0: onaaN, 4 wiTias | oate
sYu@soL a00M NO, noe,
.4

A7

Al

—_ -

U/
« Morii ) SeBEL

f f/‘;ff \ W,’W
Pl

7¢ﬂ

APPROVAL NOTE AND FORWARD

AS REQUESTED NOTE AND RETURN

COMMENT PER _CONVERSAT1ON

FOR YOUR INFORMATION PREPARE REPLY

INITIAL FOR CLEARANCE SEE ME

NECESSARY ACTION } S IGNATURE ] »
REMARKS OR ADDITIONAL ROUTING

7% 2 Z«r{{uo
| g A ’iZ—aff:t__

1Y
P—

%/:SJ%/AW
o>\ .

6PO 530117

Z

4 5

FROM (waME AND ORGANIZATION)

ROOM NO. AND BLDG. . 3

SIGNATURE 7 )
—’/4/

PHONE NO.

)"9 I&'LAEZf/léZéz"
y NuT RECORDED
102 sep 23 1963
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" by those still insisting it was espionage. Headlines in July, 1950,

"Historians now call it the era of McCarthyism. It was a time of I

fear and suspicion.
Our nation had been assured the atomic bomb would remaln an
American monopoly for years to come. When Russia unexpectedly

exploded a bomb in 1949, “they stole it from us” was the panicky .

national response and a search for spies was on.
‘But Time Magazine commented on Jan. 2, 1950: :
“For the last decade, there has been no ‘atom-bombd secret’
tohich Russian spies needed to steal. This fact has been asserted
again and again by the Atomic Energy Commission . . . Last
week the A.E.C’s files yielded documentary proof: Russian
scientific papers on the project, published in 1940, before the
U.S. started its atom bomb project ... The basic 'secrets’ were
already in their files. Until this week the Ruaszan papers have
been known to-few. If the facts they contain had been properly
pubdlicized, a lot of spy chasmg and pomtless orating might have
been avoided.”

.

AL TARNH AR HAT) NN 4
Suddenly the cause of Russia’s A-bomb was said to be discovered

blared the arrest of Julius Rosenberg as the “atom spy”™ who was
responsible for Russia having the bomb. His wife v.; arrested a
short while later. In August, Morton Sobell was added as another
“atom spy” even though the trial judge was later to say that Sobell

" was not connected with the atomic project. The Rosenbergs and

Sobell swore their innocence. Sobell was pressured to become an
accusing witness while the question of a trial for him was delayed.
It was only when he still insisted on his innocence that his name
was listed as a defendant. The only “overt acts” charged were five
conversations which he allegedly had with Julius Rosenberg. These
conversations were not to be mentioned at the trial. In the headlines
the accused were guilty even before the trial, which took place

durlng the time of the Korean ﬂzhtinz. ina New York conrtroom. A

-
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The Rosenbergs were a New York-born couple, Julius Rosenberg
had been an epgineer and at the time of his arrest had his own
machine shop. The couple had two sons.

o Morton Sobell,* who grew up in the Bronx, was a radar specialist
Lo and an evening instructor at Brooklyn Polytechnical Institute. He
i . was employed at the Reeves Instrument Company at the time of his
¢ arrest. He and his wife, Helen, have a son, Mark, now 14, and by
Mrs, Sobell's previous marriage, a daughter, Sydney.

Morton Sobell and Julius Rosenberg had known each other at the
City College of New York. - .

A key prosecutor, along with Irving Saypol and Myles Lane, was

. Roy Cohn, later to become Senator McCarthy's chief assistant. Cohn

- . was discredited in the Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954 when it
. was proven that he doctored .a photograph presented in evidence.

i 18 lQ‘L\_.. c:m.m-o
MM .

The gap between the headlines and the facts was wide. Neither
the Rosenbergs nor Sobell were charged with espionage or treason.
The charge was “conspiracy to commit” espionage, The difference:
under the loose conspiracy charge, no proof of any actual acts of
espionage is needed. The conspiracy charge is traditionally resorted
to when proof of actual acts is lacking.

THE DOCWIMENTNRY FIDENGE .

R e I P .

In opposition to the defendants’ plea of innocence, no documentary
evidence was presented in the trial. The case rested on the testimony
of government witnesses who stood to gain personally by their accu-
sations. The trial was colored by prosecution claims, also without
documentation, that the defendant.s were members of the Com-
munist Party.

The chief witness against the Rosenbergs was David Greenglass,
brother of Ethel Rosenberg. Greenglass, a mechanic at Los Alamos,

. did not claim to have stolen any documents or photographed any
" papers. He told a tale of having eavesdropped on scientists and from

i *Morton Sobell s not related to the drothers, Dr Robert Soblen and Jack Gobb. 'M
wuh the pubuemln an ntln!y different case. . - T ]
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‘their conversation drawing dingrams giving atomic secrets. On cross-
examination he admitted having failed his science courses at Brook- -
lyn Polytech. Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel prize atomic scientist who

‘ * studied the record subsequently and found “patently perjured” pro-
h secution testimony, asserted: “Though the information supposed - f . <
: ©  to have been transmitted could have been important, a man of Green- - S . -
il - glass’s capacity is wholly incapable of transmitting the physics, - = } - oL
{ chemistry and mathematics of the atomic bomb to anyone.” Green-, L s N ’ Ce
glass was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment but is now free after - - - . .
having been released at the end of 1960. B S N

Of Greenglass's testimony, the U. S. Court of Appeals said: AT
“Doubtle:s. if that testunony were disregarded, the conviction could R ) i .
not stand.” S [

v f. TAS MEMIVST SDDELL [ I

Only one wntness, Max Ehtcher, accused Sobell of any involvement.
Elitcher, admitting previous perjury, testified that he was “scared . .
 to death.” The judge told the jury: “If you do not believe the testi-
. mony of Max Elitcher as it pertains to Sobell, then you must acquit -
. the defendant Sobell.” e
.. Elitcher did not claim Sobell ever passed or received any secret -
. material. He told the jury that Sobell, although he supposedly ..
thought the FBI was following him, took a 35mm film can (contents . -
never speciﬁed) to Julius Rosenberg. Elitcher did not claim he saw - ;
 Sobell give anything to Rosenberg Elitcher has never been prose- =-.
. cuted for his confessed perjury, but has been helped to find employ- ;-
.. ment, as a reward for his testimony. . I
Sobell's lawyers advised him that the case was so flimsy his most . *
effective defense -would be to rest on his plea of innocence, without -
even taking the witness stand. Sobell, wanting to take the stand, re-
luctantly bowed to their legal opinion.

o
] o

o -

i
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Harry Gold never ckumed to bave known the Rosenbergs and
Sobell. But Gold, already under a 30 years sentence, described him-
©  self as the man to whom Greenglass gave the atomic data he said
‘- he obtained by eavesdropping on scientists, In a later trial, a man
.. whom Gold accused went free after the court heard Gold’s admis-
. sion of having lived such a life of lies “it is a wonder that steam
didn't come out of my ears.” Gold is still in prison.
_ Elizabeth Bentley, who had become a frequent witness at the trials
. and Congressional hearings of the day, didn't claim to know the
. . Rosenbergs or Sobell but added color with testimony on espionage
* " methods. She was subsequently discredited in other proceedings. For
. example, she once accused a man of having supplied the Russians
with advance information about Doolittle’s raid on Tokyo which

-
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wads gleaned while the accused was in the Air Corps. But it was*
proven that the man wasn't in the Air Corps until months after
the raid. Former U.S. Congressman Byron Scott of California
charged before a Congressional committee that 37 discrepancies had .
been found in Elizabeth Bentley's testimony in that case. - - .

Ethel Rosenberg , Julius Rosenberg . .

, —_— 2 — A Py . . ,;:; .. . . . f .
. UN“ FDENTRD § .? ;Wdﬁa ' ' O
The \erdnct was “guilty.” Dr. Harold C, Urey has said: - I e T ,
“This jury was hearing this trial in the midst of the McCarthy S VO
hysteria during the Korcan War when people were very much s e T T e
upset about these thmga and it would seem to me very difficult e
for any member of this jury to have gone home after voting for R
acquittal and retained his job or his position in his community.,” - L LLE
Judge Irving Kaufman, expressing the hysteria of the time, in- oo T
tonéd against the Rosenbergs: . . . I believe your conduct in put- o
- ting into the hands of the Russians the A-bomb years before our best B A T AR N
scientists predicted Russia would perfect the bomb has already . bl e ’
caused, in my opinion, the Communist aggression in Korea, with the ' e
resultant casualties exceeding 50,000 and who knows but that mil-
lions more of innocent people may pay the price of your treason. . L

"Indeed, by your betrayal you undoubtedly have altered the course of o S
history to the disadvantage of our country.” : o »
He condemned them to death. Nobody had ever been executed for e B
espionage in the United States during peacetime. No woman had A TR L
been executed by the federal government since 1865. ) I SR, v
_. To Morton Sobell the judge said: ‘ ¥
“The evidence in the case did not point to any actunty on . R
your part tn connection with the atomic bombd project.” - R N “
~ He condemned Sobell to 30 years, and recommended against ST -
__‘parole, T _ S . el L
‘ PN N M .“ o e T
P 3 b ’ < o ‘
Ca? » ! . ' s
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* * Since the trial the following new evidence has been presented in i
o court: e
¢ Memoranda ol David Greenglass's lawyers reveahng that Green- .
. glass, according to documents in his own handwriting, told con- -
flicting stories; that Greenglass’s wife confided that her husband
was an habitual liar who had fits of hysteria and ran nude through 1.,
hallways shouting incoherencies; and memoranda indicating that a
deal was made with the prosecution to lighten Greenglass’s punish- ;
ment in exchange for his testimony. i
¢ Proof that a console table the Rosenbergs owned was an ordinary, -
inexpensive table bought in Macy's as they had testified. The prose- -- i
cution had claimed the table, not produced in court, was an expensive Rt S
gift from the Russians hollowed out for secret microfilm work. S ., ,
* Proof that the prosecution brought a passport photographer to .- -~ -~ .~ . .. 1

claimed he was identifyi mg them upon seeing them for the first time . R
in court. I I S T
* Proof that Morton Sobell was kidnapped from Mexico at the =~ & .. oot T
instigation of the prosecution, and that at the trial the prosecution AR o
claimed fraudulently that the Mexican government had deported =~ | ... (" .. |
Sobell, thus giving the court the impression that Sobell was a fugi- A
tive. The new evidence showed that the Mexican government notonly - - :~.. "~ .
did not deport Sobell, but took action to see that its laws were not .. "
violated by an international kidnapping. A e T
* Proof that Sobell and his family went to Mexico in a normal . - - .'¢ 7. o o0 0,
manner with proper tourist cards and air-tickets, and in their own = = | . .. a0 0t e,
name. Sobell, as a scientist and teacher with left-wing views, has - LA RS
admitted that hysteria in the United States frightenéd him, and P e
while in Mexico on vacation he thought of living abroad. He made daw e T n
inquiries undg¢r other names for passage to France and Israel. But =y o e -
he lived opeitly in Mexico City under his own name where he could =
be reached readily, and not as a fugitive, oo
NONE OF THIS EVIDENCE HAS EVER BEEN GIVEN A R
HEARING IN COURT. Each time, the prosecution has managed to - T} .. -
avoid a hearing on the ments. B R T A

COURT NEMES SEwEWED GINE S R

Ty N A S ™ T
Defenders of the Rosenberg-Sobell verdict often claim that the =~ |
Supreme Court has reviewed the case many times and found e
nothing wrong. The fact is, as Justice Black has stated, “This Court S A U
has never reviewed this record and has never affirmed the fajrness L LT A
of the trial below.” The Supreme Court has emphasized that refusal o T LT
to review a case in no way judges its merits. Further, appeals are :

witness was telling the truth.
One judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals the late Jerome Frank,

court secretly to observe the Rosenbergs Later, on the stand, he e Sl Sy SR

limited to Jegal points, not the question of innocence or guilt or which L Y R, R
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voted for a new Sobell trial in a dissenting opinion holding that *
Sobell’s case should have been considered separately from that of the
Rosenbergs, -

!. B CUFON TACTICH ‘ .

. 8

“Wholly reprehensible” was_the expression the U.S. Court of
Appeals used in one decision describing prosecution tactics in getting
publicity prejudicial to the defense during the trial. The court said
that if the defense had raised the question sooner, a mistrial should
have been declared.

Recent court decisions have emphasized other prosecution unfair-
ness. The prosecution repeatedly implied to the jury that Ethel
Rosenberg’'s answers at the trial could not be believed because she
had pleaded the 5th Amepdment to the same questions previously
before a Grand Jury. Supreme Court rulings in other cases since the
execution have branded such tactics as unfair and illegal.

« On Feb, 6, 1963, the U.8. Court of Appeals acknowledged that
" under today’s interpretation of the law the trial of Ethel and Julius
Rosenberg and Morton Sobell would have been considered unfair. But

" the court said it is too late for Sobell to raise the point. Legally -
speaking, the Appeals Court said, it would not be too late for Ethel
Rosenberg, if she were alive, to raise the point. )

. s S .

ADALS 2 ON -CLLUIENOY

The furor that the Rosenberg-Sobell trial unleashed has been
paralleled only by such cases as the Mooney-Billings and Sacco-
Vanzetti cases jn the United States and the Dreyfus case abroad.
There were public meetings and demonstrations, debates in the press,
thousands marching before the White House, and pleas pouring in
from throughout the world. Pope Pius XII, the President of France,
and Albert Einstein were among those who intervened for clemency.

A legal battle raged until the last moment. Justice Douglas granted
a stay of execution, braving later moves for his impeachment, The
Supreme Court had adjourned for the summer, but it was called
back into unprecedented session to overrule Justice Douglas 6-3

" while the executioner stood by in Sing Sing prison. A few hours
later, on June 19, 1953, with the execution moved ahead until just
before sundown to avoid having it occur on the Jewish Sabbath,
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were electrocuted. They swore their .
innocence in final statements. A telephone was kept open to the death

- chamber with the offer to spare them if they would admit guilt.

Morton Sobell received the news in Alcatraz, a prison supposedly
for hardened criminals. He had been sent there on Thanksgiving Day,
1952, after he refused to admit guilt and accuse the Rosenbergs.

- After the death of the Rosenbergs he was approached again to

~_change his testimony. Sobell spent five and a half years in Alcatras,
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" where his wife could only see him through a pane of glass and talk

through a telephone when she visted him. Widespread public pro-
tests against this treatment as being vindictive resulted in his
tnnsfer to Atlanta Federal Penitentiary, where he is now held.

Py

The list of those urging Sobell’s release has grown each year. It .
" includes eminent persons of many viewpoints the world over (see - :

P R e

partial listing on page 10.) There are appeals by those who question - ;" | e

the fairness of the trial, by those who believe the Rosenbergs and . -
-1+ Sobell innocent, by those who say the Rosenbergs were guilty but |- -
.. " Sobell is innocent, and even by those who accept Sobell’s guilt but - | .
regard the 30-year sentence as excessive and believe he should now.. .| .°
" be released. S
A special independent study was made by a noted group includmg- R E
Edmond Cahn, professor of law at New York University, and Dr.. |
Reinhold. Niebuhr of the Union Theological Seminary. The panel- .

of inquiry called the case against Sobell “vague in content and

' slender in proof” and recommended a commutation of sentence. -

e o

HOPEE W WS WYETON DAS ,ﬂ

Before hj$ election as President, then Senator John F. Kennedy
had his aides meet with persons appealing for Sobell and gave every
impression of planning action in his behalf. After the election,
Presidential spokesmen in the White House were still opt:mxstnc
about favorable action. A “new” study was said to be underway in
the Justice Department. But it turned out that those assigned to
the study were the same holdovers in.the department who previously
had the responsibility of defending the verdict and the execution
of the Rosenbergs. _

Presidential clemency was denied. The official position was that
it would be up to the parole board

] » Morton Sobell is officially eligible for parole. He has a job waiting
for him, Rabbi Balfour Brickner, director of the Joint Commission
on Interfaith Activities of the Union of American Hebrew Congre- )
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gations and the Central Conference of American; Rabbis, has agreed
to serve as his p-nole advisor. Sobell's wife, his mother and his
children have stoc.. by him, working for his freedom, and the family 3
has maintained as close a relation as possible through prison visits -
. and correspondence.

§ Donal E. J. MacNamara, Dean of the New York Institute of Crim- . !
' inology, describes Sobell as the ideal candidate for parole under . R
every accepted criterion. Notables from throughout the country tes- , : o
tified in Washington in behalf of Sobell at a parole hearing and .- -
recommended that he be allowed to return to society and make his .
contributions as a scientist. .

Parole has been deaied No reasons have been clted
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The Rosenberg-Sobell ease runs through the fabric of the last - R T
decade. There have been countless statements by authorities that S R T
Russian scientific capacities were woefully underestimated and Soviet S )
development did not come from espionage. Yet two persons are P
buried in a grave on Long Island on the accusation that they gave S T
Russia the atomic bomb. SR TR AL

Newspaper columnist Jack Scott has commented in the Vancouver - Loeral T s
Sun: “Sobell, himself, has continued to protest his innocence, e, L L
althouxh a confess:on, whether true or false, would lighten his stag- L T O,

gering sentence . . . I happened to be reading a booklet on the P N A PR
witchcraft trials in Salem, Mass., when I came across the Sobell file. - B T N
One paragraph tells of 13 women and six men hanged as witches e
and concludes, ‘Fifty persons confessed and were freed.’ The com- Com T
parison with the Rosenberg-Sobell case is unavoidable.” . B I T O

o, PN, P,
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. Professor Francis D. Wormuth of the ¥/hiversity ofUtah, author- I PR S
ity on Constitutional law, calls Sobell “the man in the iron mask of B
American jurisprudence” because of fear in Washington of opening - o :
. the Pandora's box of the Rosenberg-Sobell case. Lo o
A committee of eminent Americans is seeking to form an inde- S
pendent Commission of Inquiry that would mvestlgate the entire R
" case from top to bottom and render a verdict in the light of present ' - | NN
perspective, ’
Meanwhile, there is a continuing urgent effort to free Morton
Sobell through renewed appeals in the courts, to the parole board, ' BRI AR
to Prcsxdent Kennedy ior execuhve aetlon and to the public T S A
conselence. : . T ‘ o i e o
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1. Write to President Kennedy urging that he free . A - L
Sobell and name an independent inquiry ecom.- . | . 7 7 o oo Ty
mission into the Rosenberg-Sobell case. - R I
2. Show to your organization or home gathering the - g ; o R : :
new 16mm sound film “Morton Sobell—A Plea - ST
for Justice” (30 minutes). o e
8. Send a contribution to the Sobell Committee at : -
the address below to help carry on its work.
4. Circulate this booklet and other available mate- : RS
rial for more intensive study. The full trial rec- L
ord can be bought for $6 per set of 8 volumes, or

, 1t cgm be borrowed. . L
'SOBELL COMMITTEE .
940 Bmadway, NCW York 10, N. Yo .. : ‘.

: AL4-9983 L
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*ov. Gross V/. Alexander
C:vid Andrews

> zzer Baldwin

£-bbl J. S. Bass

tifleton Beals

:len M. Beardsley

tr. John C. Bennett
. .13 Berman

" -%b] Samucl U -.stein

-hert Bolt

£, 3b1 Balfour Brickner

ir, Martin Buber

£r. Edmond Cahn

Padlo Casals

Lsrd Chorley

Bzrold A. Cranefield

Lioyd Donnell

Rabbl Maurice B. Eisendrath .
Elizabeth, Queen Mother of Belgium
Or. Thomas |. Emerson
Rav. John E. Evans

times T. Farrell

= 3bi Morris Fishman

Sev. Kenneth Ripley Forbes
Vajdo Frank

Rev. 6. Shubert Frye

Rev. Erwin A. Gaede
Maxwell Geismar

Rabbl Robert E. Goldburg
F:4bi Israel Goldstein
Frof. Erwin R. Goodenough
Frv. Donald Harrington

Gr. A. Eustace Haydon

Hat Henloff

Rzv. John Haynes Holmes
2:bbi Philip Horowidt
t20 Hurwitz ’
*2v. John Paul Jones

¥2v. Joseph P. King -
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
William Kunstler -
Yorrls Laub

Dr. Paul L. Lehmann

Rabdl Arthur ). Lelyveld
Doris Lessing

Sonal . J. MacNamara
Qaniel 6. Marshall

Or. Leo Mayer

Milton Mayer

Leuls F. McCabe

b

.
~— s -l :
.

Rcv. Peter McCormack
Sen. Lee Metcalf

Dr. Uri Miller

Gerhard 0. W. Mueller
Lewis Mumford

Dr. Gardner Murphy
Jerome Nathanson

Or. Reinhold Niebuhr
Lord Boyd Orr

Prof. Victor Paschkis

Or. Linus Pauling

Dr. Dryden Linsley Phelps
Clarence E. Pickett :
Prof. Dale Pontius

Dr. Luis Sanchez Ponton

- Rabbi Emanuel Rackman

Howard B. Radest
Paul Ramsey
Prof. Anatol Rapaport -

_ Prof. Oscar K. Rice

Prof. Fred Rodell

Lord Bertrand Russell

Jean-Paul Sartre

Prof. Malcolm Sharp

Or. D. R. Sharpe

Alan Sillitoe

Sydney Silverman, M.P.

Harvey Swados

Norman Thomas

Rev. Francis S. Tucker

Kenneth Tynan

Dr. Harold C. Urey

Mrs. Clara M. Vincent

Rowland Watts

Rabbi Jacob ). Weinsteln

Arnold Wesker

Dr. Daniel Day Williams

Prof. Francis D. Wormuth

Belgian League for Rights for Man

Christian Century

The Nation Magazine

The New Republic

The New York Post

The Progressive

Social Action Commission of the
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations

Thirty Members of Parliament, Britaln

Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom )

1500 American Clergymen

For further information write:

" SOBELL COMMITTEE, 940 Broadway, New York 10, N.Y.

.

++..7 those who have urged Sobell's release on many grounds are:
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Lo famille Sodell(de gauche & droite) sa

* o
L

13

£i1lo Sidney, la mére de Sobell, agde co TSI AN, -
67 ens, son f£1lp Mark, igé de 13 ans et RTINS Y VN
son épouse Holen, feront appel aux Nations S A\
*Unies au oours d'une manifestation pudligue [ e ’ )
% ‘ant le quartier général de 1'UN & New York. = N N T/ P . j
B ZANCURE B A
- R e, A ~ - L)
_,%37% nan ,(YxovY 1°2%2) Y3310 nnows r - \-" ) &.".' P .-//
913 13 P ua,ﬁz R 1Y Yav0 Yw o ’j J';:A;'%fgkolmg' ™~ . MA L
DIDIRA TIIWD Y30V RNIVaDD ,1%3 RwRY ) . R Y S &
e P 3033 mimman ::a : ,'{0,?/0//503ﬂl R S VA i
N ;‘,.' wA;ﬁlf@(fQ//[e ) W' ”A’-ﬂ?[go[. '
La familia de los Sobell {(de izquierda a de- & llkf-’k&(llof'm R.ﬂ{’ff/pf-" Ay 11e " o ﬁl // .
recha), la hija Sidney, la madre de Sobell, o Ny WL )0'./ . op A T Onty e I{///I/el
Rosa, 67, el hijo Marco, 13, y esposa, ;’ 2 9 F—,gr,'/,':’;}‘-r . CI,'E 'X‘!'* ”,,54”,';"-" ;(//"_
Holena, apelan ante las Naciones Unidas en 4 £ 3 y LORT v 2 ~*
demostracién publica a las puertas de la AR A T 70 //[AR ON A‘ 05,0"2('/
oficina central de las NU en Nuev&( York. n ) ’ 1ONTUSH SQBE[‘ B

Frmiljen Sobell (fr.v.t.h.), dottern
Sidney, Sobells mor Rose, ¢7 8r,
sonen Mark, 13 8r, och hustrun lieien
.vadjar till Forenta Nationerna i en
demonstration utanfér FNs hdgkvarter
.4 New York. . .

La femiglia Sobell (ds sinistrs & destrs), la
Tfiglis Sidney, ls madre Rose, d1 67 ennl, 11
figlio Mark, .41 13 anni, e la moglie Elens, fa
sppello alle Nazionli Unite in pubblics pro-
tests davanti 8ll'ONU a New .York.

NOT CROS!

DEPT.

" Ay

J—t

The Sobell family (left to right), daughter Sidney,
Sobell's mother Rose, 67, son Mark, 13, and

wife Helen, appeal to the United Nations in public
demonstration outside UN headquarters in New Yor.

The following are among the internationally known
who have appealed for Morton Sobell's release on
many grounds: .

QY*DIRYIYI 123 YPSK '3 030 JVD 0'DIWID
$0Y3 0'2yED %310 Yw V1INW A% yyanw

Los siguientes se cuentan entre las figuras

. internacionales de renombre, que han apelado
aduciendo multitud de razones, para que se le
ponga en libertad: ] :

“Supmas

Belgian League for the Rights of Man

Bishop of Birmingham, England

Robert Bolt, playwright, England

Dr. Martin Buber, Israel

Dr. Edmond Cahn, New York University
Law School

Bertdil Carlman, Sweden

Pablo Casals, Puerto Rico

Lord Chorley, England

Canon Collins, England

Fru Ester Dahl, Sweden

Elizabeth, Queen Mother of Belgium

Dr. Thomas I, Emerson, Yale Law School, U.S. A,

Michael Foot, Sydney Silverman, Stephen
Swingler, and twenty-seven other British
Members of Parliament, England '

Gerald Gardiner, Q.C., former Chairman of
the General Council of the Bar of England

Canon Bryan Green, England :

Dr. E. J. Jarus, chairman of the Israeli
League for the Rights of Man, and twenty=
four other eminent Israelis

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., U,.S.A,

Mor?io La\:b. irector of the Joint Commis-

AAAAAA -

e e e R SRS T T

Elenchismo, trs le personalita' internazionsli
che per ragioni varie hanno fatto appello per
ls liberszione di Sobell:

Bland de internationellt kianda personlig-

heter, som av mlnga anledningar ‘har vadjust
for Sobells bufrielse aro foljande: i

les noms suivants sont parmi ceux de renommée
internationale qui pour des raisons majeures
réclament la mise en liberté de Bobdell.

Doris Lessing, author, England
- Rev. Peter McCormack, former Protestant

chaplain at Alcatraz, U,S.A. .

U.S. Senator Lee Metcalf, U.S.A,

Cesare Merzagora, President of Italian
Senate, Italy . :

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, theologian, and
fifteen hundred American Clergymen, U.S.A.

Lord Boyd Orr, England -

Dr. Linus Pauling, scientist, U.S.A.

Clarence E. Pickett, U.S.A.

Dr. Luis Sanchez Ponton, Senior Professor ¢f
Law, University of Mexico

Lord Bertrand Russell, England

Jean-Paul Sartre, France

Alan Sillitoe, author, England

Donald Soper, England ;

Bishop of Southwark, England

Mervyn Stockwood, England

Norman Thomas, civil libertarian, U.S.A.

Kenneth Tynan, critic, England .

Dr. Harold C, Urey, scientist, U.S.A.

Arnold Wesker, playwright, England

Women's International League for Peace

1T © A
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¥or 12 years ticse words from the
.ips of £merican scientist Morton Sobell

¢ nave Yoo iheard around the world,

For il years, ever since hc and his

! wil: and children were kidnipy.: . from

i their vacation in Mcxico by the FBI, More
toa Sobcll has waged within prison walls = '

. ! a heroic battle against McCarthyism.

In 1950 he was thrown into the infa-
mous trial of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
on a charge of conspiracy to commit es- -~
pionage. The judge condemned the Rosene
berg couple to death on the myth that they
gave Russia the '"'secret’ of the atomic
bomb. The same judge decreed 30 years
for Morton Sobell, His accuser was a
single witness who admitted perjury. °

Sobell was offered one way out: make
a confession and accuse the Rosenbergs, -
"I am innocent, ' Sobell repeated. He would
~not buy his freedom by falsely accusing
the Rosenbergs. He was put in Alcatras,
America's Devil's Island. Five years
there could not break him, Public pro-
tests from throughout the world brought
his transfer to a less severe prison,

His son, a baby when Sobell wan ar-
rested, is now 13 years oid., Sobcll's wife
has fought heroically in both Amecrica and
Europc to gain support. Sobcll's mother,
67, works day night to see her son
free. Committces have becen formed across
America and in many other nations, -

Notables like Bertrand Russell of
England and Martin Buber of Isracl believe
Sobell innocent. In the United States Reine
hold Niebuhr, Dr. Harold C, Urey, Rabbi
Maurice Eisendrath and Norman Thomas
lead thousands of clergy, scientists, lawe

- yers and civil libertarians in appeals for

his freedom. Many denounce his trial as
unfair, a symbol of an era of hysteria in
America, Others say the sentence is
outrageous,

The world will not forget the Rosen-
berg execution. The world fights for free-
dom for Morton Sobell, who suffers behind
bars in Atlanta Federal Penitentiary.
World protest can free him. Write
to: . ’
President John F. Kennedy
The White House
Washington, D. C,

U. S. A,

[ i
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Durante 12 afios, estas palabras
del sabio amériocano Morton Sobell han
rooonado en todo el mundo,

' Duronte 12 afios, desde cl dfa on
que 61, su mujer y sus nifiog fucran
raptados on Mojico por la FBI, Morton
Sobell ha soatenido, deade dontro de
los muros de su {risidn, una batalla
heroioca ocontra ol Hacartiomo,

© En 1950 so vio arrastrado dentro
'| 40l infamo Juicio de Julio y Ethel

_Rosenberg, acusado de haber conspirado
para comeier un acto de espionaje. El
juez condendé a muerte al matrimonio de
los Rosenberg, basando su fallo en el
mito de que éstos, habfan dado el "se=
creto” de la bomba atémica a Rusia.

‘Este mismo juez condena a Morton Sobell -
a 30 afios de prisién. Su acusador y so=-

lo testigo, admite haber sido perjuro.

A Sobell se le ofrecif una salida sgi

confesaba, y acusaba a los Rosenderge.
% Soy inocente ®, repitié Sobell. Fo

gec avino a comprar su libertad acusando

falsamente a los Rozenberg. Fue intexrw
nado en Alcatraz, la Isla del Diablo
emericana. Cinco afios ah{ no pudieron
i@ crmaatey au espflerdtn, Protestas @e
Lo sthes A0t undiy dpdaudespon 8
v et T et e wdd el I

e

heroicamente, tanto en América

como en Europa, para ganar apoyo.

La madre de Sobell, 67, trabaja sin
descango para poder llegar a ver un
dfa, a su hijo li¢bre, Comités hen

' 81do organizados a travée de Américs
¥ en muchos otros paisosg.

Hombres notablcs como Bortrand
Rugsell de Inglaterra y Martin Buber
de Iagrael, creen en la inocencia de
8oboll, En los Estados Unidos, Roine
hold Niebuhr, Dr. Harold O, Urey,
Rab{ Maurice Eisendrath y Norman
Thomas han dirigido movimientos &
la cabeza de miles de miembros del
clero, hombres de ciencia, abogados
y civico libertarios, con el fin de
pedir que se le ponga en libertad,
Muchos son los que han denunciado
al juicio calificandolo de injusto,
sfmbolo de una era de histerismo en
America, Otros manifestan que ls
sentencia constituye un wltraje.

El mundo no ha de olvider jamaa
la ejecucién de los Rosenberg. El °
mundo lucha por obtener la libertad
de Morton Sobell, quien sufre de-
tras de los muros de la Prisién Fe-
deral de Atlanta,

Una protesta mundial puede li-
borarle. Escriba ot o e mt

G i
L . e

————
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1 12 &r bor dessa ord frdn
den amecrikanske vetenskapsmanunen

| ! :,'_;xc.
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_ Morton Sovell laudit runt hela

varlden.

I 12 &r, anda sedan han och
hans fru och barn bleveo kidnaprade
av FBI fran deras somesterstal
Mgxico, har Mortoa Sobell frén sin
fungelsecell utkampat sin heroiska
kamp mot McCarthyism.

1950 blev han inblandad i den
Okdnda rdattcglngen mot Julius och
Ethel Kosenberg och blev dd anklagad
for forberedelse .till spionage. Paret

Rosenberg blev domda till doden baserat

pd myten att de hade givit Ryssland
"hemligheten® till atombomben. Samma
domare_gav Morton Sobell 30 &r. Han
blev domd p& ett enda'vittnesmll
som ocksd erkinde att:- ‘han givit falsk
vittnesed,

Sobell blev erbjuden en vag ut:

- erkdnn och anklaga paret Rosenberg.

*Jag ar oskyldig,® upprepade Sobell.
Han vagrade att kopa- éjn fridom med
falska anklagelser ge¢ntemot Rosenberg.
Han bley sand till JAlcatraz, Amerikas
Djavulso. Fem &r dér kunde inte bryta
ner honom. Efter protester fris hela

vidrlden blev han slutligen forflyttad

tikl ott mindre h&rt fangelse.

- e ——

Hans son som var cn baby
nar Sobell blev arresterad, &ar
nu 13 &r. Sobells fru har str&-
vat heroiskt i blde Amcrika_ och
Europa for att vinna stod for
sin makos kezp. Sobells mor,
som ar 67 &r, arbetar bide dag
och natt for att kunna se sin
son fri igen. Kommittéer har
bildats i Amerike och m8nga and~
ra lander. -

Sadana valkanda man som
Bertrand Russell i England och
kartin Buber i Israel tror p8
Sobells oskuld. Med Reinhold
Niebuhr, Dr. Harold C. Urey,
Rabbin Maurice Cisendrath och
Norman Thomas i spetsen har tu-
sentals praster vetenskapsmnn.
advokater och uﬂnge andra vadaat
for hans fridom. M8nga fordomer
ratteglogen sdsom orattvis och
som en symbol for en epok av
bysteri i Awerika. Andra sliger
att domen var rent overvild. Co

Virlden: kan inte glomna ;
paret Rosenhergs avrattn1ng. -
Varlden kampar for frihet for
Morton Sobell, som lider bakom
galler 1 Atlanta Federal
Penetentiary.

En virldeomspdnnande pro=
test kan befria honom. Skriv
tills

President John F. Kennedy -

The White House

Washington, D. C.

U.8.A.
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nf*aio 12 anes c¢oo mota prononces par
lc ezvant Azdricain Morton Sobell ont été
roepetes dans lo monde entier,

Dopuia 12 ano, du Jour ou il a été
czlavd avoo sa fcrmme et ses enfanto par
le F3I, alors qu'il pacsait ses vacances
au Yexique, Morton Sobell ¢» sa prison a
engngo uno lutte herofque contre le loCarth-
iemn,

En 195 41 fut aocusé dans le proces
infamant de Julius et de Ethel Rosenbderg

- de conspiration en cas d'espionnage. Le
Juge condamna & mort le couple ROQonberg
d'aprés le mythe qu'ils avalent livré

. "le secret® de la bombe atomique & la

. Russie. Le méme juge condamna Morton soboll
a 30 ans de prison. Son accusateur etait
seulement un témoin qui confessa avoir
fait un faux serment.

On offrit & Sobell une chances c'est
4 dire faire une confession et accuser

les Rosenbergs. "Je suis innocent® repétdt o

Sobell, Il refusa d'acheter sa liberté e
accusant fauuemont los Rosendbergs. 1l fut
emprisonné & Alcatraz,1'Ile du Diable
d'Anérique. Cing longues années ne pouvaient
briser sa resistance. Une protestation
publique venue du monde entier provoqua

son tranefert dans une prison moins sévére.

Bon file, qui a'dtait qu'un bébde
lorgque Sobell fut arrdté, a naintee
nant 13 ann, La femic cde Sobell g
lutté herofquement & la foiu en Amn-
riquo et en Europo pour ob:onir de
1'aide. La mére de Sobell agde de 67
ans travnillo Jour et nuit pour lu
libvération de son fils, Des comitds
ont 8té formes dans toute 1'Amarique - ..
et dane beaucoup d'autres nations,

Dep éminentes personnalitée
comme Bertrand Russell d'Angleterrse
ot Martin Buber d'lIsrael croient dans
1'innocence de Sabell. Aux Ftats Unis
Reinhold Niebubr, le docteur Harold N
C. Urey, le Rabbin laurice Eiaendrath
et Norman Thomas sont & la téte de
milliers de libertaires, membres du

olorgé, savants, avocats et civils .
qui réclament sa mise en liberte. '
Beaucoup critiquent violemment son =

proces le trouvant injuste, aymboli.-
sant une dre d'hysterie en Amérique,
D'autres déclarent que la sentence
est outrageuse,
Le monde entier n'oubliera pas .
1texdocution des Rosenbergs. Il lutte
- .pour obtenir la liberte de Morton - _
Sobell, qui souffre dans sa cellule
& 1'Atlanta Federal Penitentiary.
Une protestation universelle pout
le liberor. Ecrives aus
Président John P. Kennedy
The White House .
Washington, D. C.
U.8.A,

A

S MNAD, LM B NI

Son 12 anni che queste parole profferite
dallo scienziato americano Morton Sobell
echoggiano pel mondo intero,

Son 12 anni che Morton Sobell - sin dal
giorno che fu rapito assieme alla moglie
ed § bambini durante un soggiorno nel
Messico - combatte entro le mura della
prigione una battaglia eroica contro i1
McCarthesimo.

Nel 1950 veniva coinvolto nello infame
processo di Julius e Ethel Rosenberg, accusato
di complotto al fine di spionaggio. 1l giudice
condannava a morte la coppia Rosenberg in
virtu' della leggenda che essi avevano con-
segnato alla Russia il “'segreto” della bomba
atomica. Il medesimo giudice decretava 30
anni di prigione per Morton Sobell. 11 suo
accusatore fu un unico testimone il quale poi
si dichiaravs spergiuro.

A Sobell veniva offerta una sola via di
salvezza: rendere una confessione ed accusare
i Roscnberg. "Sono innocente,' protestava
Sobell. Egli non volle comprare la propria
liberia' accusando falsamente i Rosenberg.

V. .ica fnviato ad Alcatraz, 1'lsola del
' e T Cinque anni di pri -

vt tentta Vot

corniN
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A nazioni,

bt ooy annihodbe

" 11 figlio di Sobell, un bambino al tempo
dell'arresto, e' ora tredicenne, La moglie di
Sobell ha lottato eroicamente in America ed
in Europa al fine di ottenere l'appoggio del
pubblico. La madre di Sobell, di 67 anni, si -
prodiga giorno e notte al fine di ridare la :
liberta' a suo figlio, Vari comitati si sono
organizzati in America ed in molte altre

Persone insigni come Bertrand Russell
d'Inghilterra e Martin Buber d'Israele credono
nell'innocenza di Sobell. Negli Stati Uniti,
Reinhold Niebuhr, il Dott. Harold C. Urey,

il Rabbino Maurice Eisendrath ¢ Norman
Thomas marciano alla testa di migliaia di

. religiosi, scienziati, uomini di legge e difen-

sori delle liberta' civili nel fare appelli per
la sua liberazione. Molti denunciano 1l'ingius-
tizia del suo processo, simbolo di un'era
isterica in America. - Altri detestano l'inumana
condanna,

Il mondo non dimentica la morte dei
Rosenberg. 1l mondo vuole la liberaxione di

.Morton Sobell, il quale langue dietro le sbarre

del Penitensiario Federale di Atlanta,
La protesta del mondo puo' liberarlo,
Scrivete a:
1ot s itienanty Jobiy B

Kennedy
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% - " . o 12 agosto 1963

Cara Eccellenza,

J Le sard molto grato se vorrd inoltrare al
-7 Presidente Kennedy l'unita lettera con la quale la
- Signora Helen Sobell, nello spirito di pace e di amo
" - . re che ha improntato il pontificato di Giovanni XXIII
d'immortale memoria, implora la liberazione del marito
Morton Sobell, che sta scontando una dura condanna.

, ‘Da parte mia ritengo che un provvedimento di
- clemenza, dato anche lo stato di salute del prigionig
ro, sarebdbbe favorevolmente accolto dall'opinione pud

blica mondiale.

g Mi creda, Eccellenza con riapettosa e viva ,
oordialith, SR . _

o | o . -£§>) éﬁ,ﬁ/\. . .
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i[“fﬁf a_ Sua Bccellehéa G. Frederick Reinhardt -
A Ambasciatore degli Stati Uniti al America
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15RS. AORTON SOBELL ‘. ' " 30 Charlton Street
New Yorh 14, N. V.
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Cocpy and translation from tho Hebrew
of the nota of tha Cajaf Faudi.

| Jorusalem, June 12, 1953
 The Prcoident of _tho United Statcs, :
. . Tao Vhito Houge '
‘-""\ pad; UO“ DRCQ

7 Dear Mrs President. -

R Wb, the undersigned Israeli citizens, address zou once again,
... Mre President, on behalf of Morton Sobell, who has been in prison
. and separated from his family for 13 years. Five of these years werse
i spent at Alcatraz. We understand he is now eligible for parole.

S We further understand that a recent decision by a Federal court
in New York infers that present American law would give Ethel Rosen=~
berg a new trial if she were alive to-day. Morton Sobell too would °
have been entitled to a new trial at an earlier time, the court says,
but now it is too late for him, . !

. We of course can not-enter into the legalities of the justice
" involved. We are certain, however, that you will agree with us that
_humaneness -should guide Justice in .areas not reached by legalitiese

%' 4" It 48 not too lste, Mr. President, for this man to rejoin his
.. broken family and make a worthwmile contribution to society. Suroly
he has suffered enoughe = -

An act of clemency on your part would gladden the hsarts of " f
America's friends the world over, e

e Mgrtin Buber . : : ?*"Yitsih k Isaac issi

ief Ra arael *

. Samuel Hugo Bergman C S S IO ..“;pfg

- . Professor Emeritus of Philosophy R . ,';A;; -H3A~f.;#i
Hebrew Universzty, Jerusalem, . :'ﬂ,. - SRR PR

Ephraim E. Urbach
Profesgor of Talmudic Literature
Hebrew University, Jerusalem,

Ernst Simon
' ) essor of Education

'_ [ Lol N < .
‘Hg.' .

27 % Note of the Chief .Rabbi:
- . ‘Without encroaching on the constitutional

3y . ~
“r .- B
SRR A

- S 't responsibilties of the U.S. Authorities and
- R : "- .. .without interfering with the internal affairs
_ - . of your country, I am taking the liberty of
.adding my voice to the request to turn your mind
to the scale of merit when you consider the
petition to ghow clemency to Morton Sobell in. prison.

..____,,mhn_aaaoaiacinnxoz_tha_siznora_nro_liatpd_ns _means of _ identification
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UNITED STATES G\kiRNMEN I j

: ’ Memorandum

: 7’ '

- To' : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) ‘“’;f;:_} DATE:  9/27/63
FR SAC, WFO (101-2316) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MORTON SOBELL, aka
: ESPIONAGE - R
j (00:NY)
/

ReWFOlets 8/9/63 and 7/26/63.

Records of the U. S. Supreme Court, WDC, in
No. 1333 Misc., SOBELL v USA, periodically checked to
9/27/63, show no additional action in this case since
the Court extended the time within which a petition for
rehearing could be filed to 8/6/63.

. Since such petition was not filed within the
time allotted, and no further action is indicated in the
docket? this matter is herewith RUC.

(@ - Bureau

2 - New York (100-37158) (RM)
1l - WFO

OMS: jir

(%)

”ALEtkwﬂurqgwou ‘c%?gbﬁmtg;s /- 24)
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edministration for three mcaths, Nrs. Sobell m:lcatod m
e m:d aot reveal the identities of the pecple involved other
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" The ,ﬁwo tn!orntton was obtained tre-
na Turnished to the Bureau by airtel 10/3/63.
‘cation is classified "Confidential™ as it emanates from a A
‘source, the unauthorised disclosure of which could be prcju-‘
dicial to tho dotom 1ntornt. ot tho mtod Bt-ttu

-t L -...f)_f.__ -y AL - )
AT !- mv!.ou. mrupondonco ® ik

Attmq ‘General have been furnished’ information cmming thd 4

Committee to Secure Justice for Norton Sobell,: This : uronntua ‘

- e e B e . o e e, WAlen
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and :muna to the Bureau by airtel xo/a/a. '
*. cation is elassified "Confidential™ as it emanates from 3

- source, the unautharized disclosure of which could be pyre -
aeux to tlo dctuu utunt- d‘tho mm lt

Attmcy Goural have beea furnished iaformatioa mcu'uu' the
ec-uttu %o Becure Justice for Norton Sodell, -

This m“'natton
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OPTIOMAL PORM NO. 10

UN?ITED STATES :RNMENT ‘ ’
Memordndum
To : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) | PATE: 10/7/63

FROM 'Wsac, KANSAS CITY (65-1311) - P - | W
SUBJECT: mn‘ropsosm.x. : )
ESP - R | QU{J

00: KEW YORK .
. Re Bureau letter to Kansas City, 8/2/63, and Kansas
City letter to Bureau, 8/23/63.

. On 9/24/63, MELVIN LEMONS, Secretary to Warden,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri,
made available subject's record which reflected that a Specia
Progress Report was made on 8/19/63.. This report stated
that the Medical Center Staff was unable to identify any
organic disease process.

The £ also contained a letter addressed to
ELEANOR JACKS IEL, Attorney, Donner and Piel, Attorneys
at Law, 36 West 47th Street, New York 36, New York, The
letter was signed by JAMES V., BENNETT, Director. In this
letter, Mr. BENNETT advised, "that the complete examinations
which were made at the Medical Center have not revealed any
significant organic basis for Mr. SOBELL's complaint. The
staff at the Medical Center has attempted to interpret
their findings to Mr. SOBELL and they have recommended that
he continue to receive such symptomatic treatment, including
dietary measures as may be indicated.*" - :

- Bureau (RM)
2 - New York (100-37158) (RM)
2 - Kansas City -
JED: rd

(B'ALL' INFORMATION CONTAINED gmb

HEREIN 1S, UN CLAS$lfiED
N Wt Blastsewr

& 9 0CT 161363

4. « .
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DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) paTe: 11/27/63

g%auc, EANSAS CITY (65-1311) - P-

v

SUBJECT: UORTON SOBELL .
' ESP - R

00: New York

,/$>
Re Kansas City Letter to Bureau, dated October 7,

A1963 Los Angeles Teletype to Kansas City, dated November 18
1963.

For information of the Bureau, Los Angeles Division
by Teletype dated November 18, 1963, captioned "COMMITTEE TO
SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL, IS-C," conformed that
information had been received on November 18, 1963, that
HELEN SOBELL leaves Los Angeles Tuesday, November 19, 1963,
to tly to Springfield, Missouri to visit MORTON SOBELL..

She plans to go to Chicago after visit, but no date was
mentioned. HELEN SOBELL had previously indicated she planned
.to go to Minneapolis, but no further mention of these plans
were made.

PY S YR

On November 4, 1963, HELEN L, SOBELL wrote a
letter to the Medical Center informing them that she planned
to visit her husband on November 20, 1963, She will also .-
be here on November 23, and also requests visiting time on
November 21, 1963 and November 22, 1963. On November 8, 1963,
Medical Center acknowledged her letter, and informed her that
she would be permitted to visit her husband for one hour on
November 21, and November 22, and that she will be permitted
to visit with him full time on November 20 and 23, 1963.

This letter was sent to her at her home address, shown as
Apartment 5-B, 30 Charlton Street, New York 14, New York.

@ Chicag (%11%0-2%‘3({)'){17::1 -‘)(nu) }’5 5
- cago ()
Los :rgxgeles (100-41648) (Info) (RM) pRrC. 53 /0 /- A ‘{33 - 3

: i - linneapol1;08}g312294%51n10)(Rl)
! %A:M Kansas City Y- s DEC 2 19683
| @ f WINFORI\WT}% CONTATNED —
s ’ "7 F#R(I"' L, ':ut.:‘».'.. Vel H R me‘S '
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KC 65-1311

A review of SOBELL's file reflects that om October 10,
1 1963 Mrs, ELEANOR JACKSON PIEL, DONNER and PIEL, Attorneys-
3 at-Lav, 36 West 44th Street, New York 36, New York, sent a
S letter to JAMES V., BENNEIT, Director, Burean of Prisons,
Washington, D, C, This letter in part states as follows:

"It was her understanding that when the medical tests
were finished, the results would be made available for
Dr. Sidney Greenberg to review. I wander whether it
would be possible to have a meeting between Greenberg
and a doctor from the Bureau, so as to assess his
present condition, He has informed me he is much
improved; however, he is still on sedation, and
suffers acute discomfort if he varies in any way
from a most strict diet which he now follows.
Do your findings indicate that there is no organic
condition which requires him to have sedation, or
follow a diet, There is still a question in
Dr. Greenberg's mind, with regard to the possi-
bility of gall stones in the common bile duct which
may not have been removed in the gall bladder surgery
- he had in the fall of 1961.

"Another problem is whether or not he will stay in
.Springfield, or go to Lewisburg or elsewhere. If

- "he is transferred, we would like to have him sent
to Lewisburg, rather than Atlanta.”

This letter was referred to Dr.HARRIS, Warden,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, by CHARLES E, SMITH, MD,
Medical Director for the Bureau of Prisons for HARRIS' comments.

Warden JESSE HARRIS, Medical Center for Federal
Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, wrote the following letter
to Dr. SMITH at the Bureau of Prisons, Washington, D, C.,
which in part reads as follows:

"SOBELL was received here on May 30, 1963, moved from
the Quarantine Area to the Acute Medical Ward for
evaluation on June 3, 1963. He was placed initially
on a high protein, high coloric diet, which has
continued to the present. He was also placed on
*Eli2ir Phenobarital, 10cc Q.I.D.,'and this continued
the end of June., Probanthine, 15 mgs Q.I.D. started
June 3, and is the only medication he continues to -
be on currently, He did receive for about two weeks
- Acidulin which is a hydradhoric acid preparation, which
was suggested on a trial basis by our Consultant in
internal medicine., However, there was no change in

-2-




KC 65-1311

symptomatology on this and it was discontinued. The
only other treatment has been prescribing hot soaks
and bacitracin ointment to a lesion on his right
hand for one week in July. He was transferred to
the chronic medical ward Jumne 27, 1963.

"The two staff physicians, Dr. Dunaway, and

Dr. Hermance, of opinion that although did not believe
any organic illness, his psychiatric type of manage- v
ment would, for time being, best be handled by giving
him some leeway In selection of food items. On

October 27, 1963, a correctional officer reported

that Sobell was trying to eat off the regular cart
saying nothing to eat that he cares for on the diet
cart. He compalins about food most of the time.

"He has gained 11 1lbs. since his admission to the
Medical Center, and on October 6, 1963 he weighed
139 1bs.

" "80 far as possibility of gall stones remaining
in the common bile duct, did not explore this since
_.subject had had back in January 1963, an intravenous
“cholangiogram which was perfectly normal. This
of course outlines the remnants of the bile duct
and ruled out any obstructive phenomena, and there
wvas no evidence of any stones.

"He now works in X-Ray and has been fairly content.
Consideration can be given to transfer in about
June or July of 1964, which will have given the
Institution approximately one year to observe his
progress."

For information of all offices HELEN SOBELL visited
her husband, November 20, 1963, at the prison,

The Bureau is requested to advise as to whether
or not they still would like the file at the Medical
Center reviewed periodically regarding SOBELL's physical
condition.
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;rnto information ooscerning Sobdbell's physical coaditiea
informatioa purposes. You should recheck this file each

90 days to deternins the status of lohuh treatmeat. . -

lobon m mvict“
Rosenberg of coanspiracy to co-t
serviag a sentence ef 30 years.
vith procommuaist grewps m his 'ub u a m. e T
the co-utoo te Secure Justice fer Ko 11. L legal} -
attenpts te obtaia a yeversal of his oen cttuhnbon-h
with negative results. Ia anm attempt teo te sympathy feor .
Tola hin NMrs, lobouolu-thtbounryu and keoeping him ia
Belmont soa might cause his death, BSobdell presently at the
o ——Hedical Center for eral Prisoaers, Bpriangtield, NMissouri
Callahan - where e is undergo treatmeat. ¥Frog an examimatioan of liu
' DeLoccs —_W0dical report it weuld appear that he did have gallstones;

s g e L

ba: —  however, that situation red by an operatioa and he is
: Rosen - 3 or July, 1964,
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JX 11, the Supreme Court granted petition i

: orts gﬁc'{::’ror’m extension of time to file petitionm,
" for rehearing to August 6. : : /
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ALL INFORMATION. CONFAINED
KRl 5 UGS

Blesrmr/f — J61-298 3

NOT RECORIED
211 OCT 18 1963

Information included in Internal Security Division Bi-Monthly
Status Report / , 1963,

53 0CT 211963
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3010-104~02

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum 1

TO ‘ DIRECTOR, FBI (101-2483) DATE: 1/7/64

FROM 'QSAC;' KANSAS CITY (65-1311) -P*-

Wy \ o)
susjecT: MORTON SOBELL
ESPIONAGE - R
'

é’ Re Bulet to Kansas City dated 12/9/63.

The following investigation was conducted by SA
JAMES A, MITCHELL:

AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI SN

On 12/20/63, HEL LEMONS, Secretary to the Warden,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, made available their
file # 14535-H pertaining to SOBELL. This file contains a
copy of a letter written by the Byreau of Prisons, Washington,
D. C., to Mrs. ELEANOR Im,,-kﬁ:mer & Piel, Attorneys at
Law, .36 West 44th Street’ New Yor New York, under daté
m ——The-ietter-informs-SOBELL*S-progress entirely
satisfactory and, in part, adds there is no organic basis for
complaints about his gastrointestinal tract, but he has been
put on a diet. A mild sedative has been prescribed for the
symptomatic relief of temnsion. Under this regime, he has
gained 11 pounds since admittance here. It is noted that Dr.
GREENBERG has been concerned about the possibility of a resi-
dual gallstone in the common bile duct. An intravenous
cholangiogram performed in January, 1963 was perfectly normal
no evidence of any stones or any other obstructive phenomena
in the remnants of the bile duct. There are no plans to trans
fer him, and it is best for him to stay here for continued ob-
servation and treatment which have proven to be so beneficial
thus far. He has been assigned to the X-Ray Department since
7/22/63.

Case being placed in a P* status for 90 days, at which
time the Medical Center records will again be reviewed.

PO Js‘sﬁ
ALL mrtﬁwngc CONTAIN""

(ngureau(Ru)
2-Kansas City
JAM: 1w
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The above information was set forth in the
,Administrative section of this report rather than the /
Detalls, bec ature of the 1nformation tends




FD-305 (Rev, 1-25-60)

s . .-
A & o3
NY 100-37158
1.T Subject's name 1s included in the Security Index.

2. The data appearing on the Security Index card are

~ecurrent.
Changes on the Security Index card are neces&lQ}QFl NLine
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, .
1 A sultable photograph [X] is [_] is not avallable,
Careful consideration has been given to each source y
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those ™
‘ ‘Instances where the identities of the]pources must
e M be concealed. . - e

- 6, [::]Subject is employed in a key facility ‘and

AR is charged with security responsibility. Tnterested
e -agencles are

["_X] This report 18 classified MIAL___ because o
7. _{state reason)’ éi’

el it contains information furnished bm a con- L?O '
»> - .- fidential informant of continuing value, sclosure
.o of which would tend to disclosed the informant's identity -

- and, thereby, adversely affect thexationsl interests or
. this country. S Ll LT

8.] Subject previously 1nterviewed (dates) - L L
I SubJect was not reinterviewed because (state reason)

Coa

9 [::]This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria .
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau- -recom-
; mending cancellation of the Securilty Index card.
'10.[][]This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
Security Index criteria and 1t continues to fall
within such criteria because (state reason)
subject 18 incarcerated at the Medical Center
for Pederal prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, followlng
his conviction on 3/29/51, in the USDC, SDNY, NYC,
for Conspiring to Commit Espionage on behalf of the
Ll . Soviet Union. The Committee to Secure Justice for
P T ‘Morton Sobell is sctively engaged 1n efforts to have him

W e . released ,; . ] R P s

“'.\ e ’ ‘- . 'v : ,;; K SR . ‘; ; v.:,'.“:._ -n' ) s ,;!:;’.__ '?Tﬂj-“ ‘ _: ". - !.'i ':-
" 11.[X] Subject's SI card [ is 18 not tabbed Detcom.

_Lgﬁ;” L Subject's activities [::]do do not warrant Detcom
o tabbing. '
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UN(TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JJUSTICE
: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

S wmx V. wouER s ':_,-;:f;ff"bffiéﬂev':éi?k?fr!e- York .. .
: 3 ﬂ.u orre. File No.: 100-37158 - *o_ L BueauFileNos 101-2483

e nom'ou somLL ..k<~-

" Synopsim - - On 5/30/63, subJect was transferred to the e

Hedical Center for Federal Primners, Springfield, Missouri

, Direcr JAMES ¥. EENNETT, Bureau of Prisons, subsequently
advised EIEANOR JACKSON PIEL, subject's attorney, by
letter that complete emminations made at the Medical

Center had not revealed any significant organic basis

. .for MORTON SOEBELL's complaint. On 2/6/63, the US Court

" of Appeals, Second Circuit, denied aubJect'sappeal to have . -

3 his conviction and sentence vacated. ~SOBELL petitioned

-2 . the US Supreme Court to issue a writ of eertiorari to =
‘review this decision ‘snd on 6/17/63, it was ascertained that .

‘his petition tor certiorari had been denied. On farious
dates during 1963, it was reported that subject's wife, ) '
HEERN SOBELL conthhued to participate in activities of the ~..j=z¢b's
Committee to Seure Justice for Mofton Sobell, and that - '
.ahe was 8 National staff nenber of that organization.

\A[[ INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED '
DATMJ? wsncchl”

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
ts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.




: i!ORTON SOBELL's flle contained a letter dated June .

FBAAT il el gt Septenber “Ph; -41963, e LEMMON made 1521

. AT '
3 Place or Incarceration

AT e July '8, 1963'}.nr "MBLVIN nnmon, Becretary g
- to ‘the Warden,;.nedical Center for Federal Prisoners, .. - - f__:_‘

‘ l~3.'@8pringfie1d, ‘Mjssouri, made availble the record mich

. 'reflected that SOBELL was transferred to that:
-~ "4nstitution from the United States Penitentiary
.- Atlanta, Georgia, .on May 30, 1963, and uas assigned
tae prisoner nunber 145335-!! el s

.,_,,

:,_‘«Status of Health . Q;t-:

SRR " Mr. IBHHON advised on July 8, 1963, “that when 3
:adnitted to the Medical Center. for Pederal ‘Prisoners,. &< il L
MORTON SOBELL's diagnosis was as follows:

I "psychophysiologic gastro intestinal reaction;
i treatment recomended G. I.Aseries work-up. v s

LIS on August 13 1963, Hr. mmoﬂ a.dVised that

D e, A A e s

%26, 1963, written by Dr. MILOFSKY Phychiatry. Dr. nn.orm
& ',‘?stated in this letter that the "G, I." ‘complaint may .. 0
- %" "yell derive from some emotional conflict and with negative
- medical work-up he would recommend psychotherapy. . S
" He advised that he would recommend no tranquilizing medication

oz npor any sedative since SOBELL was psychologically healthy enoush

not to require them. In addition, the letter contained N
the follouing statement by Dr !IDOFSKY- .

"“‘f"" ! present I think that th synptomatology ey
mnt lehds hin to @ misgulded ‘pseudoexperimental approaoh 2 R

to Hs gastro: /4ntestinal problem so that his Mishes to: '

matlheing a. pstient seem to have t'he upper hund ;

- or rather b6 plays, at being doctor. ey

available MORTON SOBELL's record, which reflected
that a speclal progress report was made on August
19, 1963, which stated that the pedical <enter staff
was unable to identify any organic ditxbzben process.
The file also contained a letter addressed to

ELEANOR JACKSO the subject's att ey, 36 West
47th Street, e\} p c 36, New_ York, was %EHET?

JAMES Y. BENNETT, Director, Bureau of Prisons. In this
jetter Mr. BEENNETT advised:

- g - .




- ;j'that thc camplete examinations -hich were “i e e
'’:made at the Medical Center. have not revealed - BTN
- any significant organic basis for Mr. SOBELL's -

" complaint. The staff at the Medical Center
v ‘s attempted to interpret: shex'findings -
- to Mr. SOBELL and they have recommended that he
==, continue to receive such symtomatic treatment -
. Ai‘including dratory measures ns nay be indicated n o

SR Pollowing SOEBELL's transfer to the ledieal
cenger ror Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, L
L. i- Warden JESSE HARRIS of that institution wrote a letter to -
.-~ Pr. CHARIES E. SMITH, Medécal Director for the Bureau -
- ~of Prisons, Uashington, D. c., uhich reads in part ifﬂ‘
<, .. as fcllows.',fii - e SR

T =N ,..a.* u - ,,q‘ —_«p;.‘;n-...a, = n‘...l.. ,.,"»-h' - "v‘.u: BT LA : &‘ T
"SOBELL was received here on May 30, 1963, moved
P LR from the Quarantine Area to the Acute Medical

. Ward for evaluation on June 3, 1963. He was
Coew plesed ZnZpladed initlally on & high protein, high .+
BT et -caloric dlet, which has continued to the B
. present. He was also placed on ‘Elizir Phenobarital,
"A0ec Q.I.D.,' and this continued the end of June.' -~ -
Probanthine, 15 mgs Q.I.D. started :June 3, and ~ - . vz
-»:>"48 the only medication he continues to be on currently.
} L L f]He didreceive for about two weeks Acidulin which
w7l 0 48 a hydrachAoric acid preparation, which was
D suggested on a trial basis by our Consultant
-7 .7 _in internal medicine. However, there was no
SR v L change in symptomatology on this and it was
- ... . -discontinued. The only other treatment has been I
. . prescrbing hot soaks and bacitracin ointment o
‘.;t0 8 lesion on his right hand for one week in = = '«
July. ¥e was transtgrred ;o the chronic nedical L
ward June 27, 1963, ¢ g e gl s

e f"”rhe tuc staff yhyaicians, Pr. DUN!HAY, hnd SRR
ik .. Dr.. HERMANCE, of opinion that although did not .-~ .
believe any organic illness, his psychiatric type

of management would, for time being , best be

‘hadled by giving him some leeway in selection

of food items. On October 27, 1963, a correctional
officer reported that SOBELL was trying to eat off

the regular cart saying nothing to eat that he cares
for on the diet cart. He complains about food

most of the time.

-3- .
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: 'He has gained 11 lbs. lince his ndnission e
. __ %o the Medical Center, and on OCtober 6 1963, S
,~ he d.ghed 139 1bs. -'J ‘? . i ._,.__{ B “" Tt v~~“

S

"So far as possilﬂity of gall stones remaixhg R
~ i .- 4n the common bile duct, did not explore this a
~ since subject had had back 4in January 1963, an . .
-+ intmwenous cholangiqram which was perfectly normal.
. Phis of course outlines the remnants of the . -
;... bile 4duct and ruled out any obstructive phenonena, .
’:aijand there was no evidence of .any stones.iﬁ; s ;’

PRURLY

;_"He nev uorks in x-nay ‘and. has been fairly content .

" consideration can be given to transfer in about -
June or July of 1964, which will have given the .

“‘Institution approxinately one year to observe his-: -

progess."
Legai Proceeding_ '

At ied E - s BT

' - Assistnt United States Attorney ROBERT GENIBSSB, ‘
Bouthern District of New York, New York City, advised ~. T
‘SA EDWARD F, MC CARTHY on February 7, 1963, that the United - .-
7 States Court of Appeals, 2nd Circuit, had on the previous - !
y-w,‘ - day denled aubJect's appeal to have his conviction and RS O
R sentence vacated. § “h‘. R T _ ,4”"15_ T

Records of the United States Supreme COurt washington,
" D. c., reviewed by SA RALPH C. VOGEL on April 17, 1963, under
- number 133MISC, revealed that on April 5, 1963, MORTON
SOBELL petitioned that a weitr: of certiorari be issued to ..
L review the decision of the United States Court of Appeals R
/for the 2nd Circuit affirming an order.of the District ;;‘; A
i Court for the Southern Pistrict of New York denying - T e T
iy - BOBELL'S fotion to vacate his conviction and aentence,‘v, o
; _pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 2255 . ¢ "'~
ot 'nnd, in the: nlternative to reduce his sentace pursuant .
“ to Rule .35 @f the Pederal Rules of Criminal Procedure. : ..

- on June 17, 1963, it was ascertained at the Office
of the United States Supreme Court that MORTON SOBELL's petition
for certiorari had been deniled.

Mr. EDWARD SCHAIE, United States Supreme Court,
ton, D. C., advised on July 23, 1963, that on July 9, 1963,
ﬂQ@ %ﬁfor MORTON SOBELL filed application for extension of
time to file a petition for rehearing. A court order by
Justice STEHABT was issued granting such extension of time

to August , 1963. 4




: IR Periodic eontact withxnr. Sbl-mmlas*naintained
“and ©6n September 27, 1963, he advised that no suchpetition <.
- had been filed _on behalf of HORTON SOELI. uithin the S 4

!'he cs.ms ie characterized in the
_»wendix eection of this report.

: l! p-1 advised on va.rious datea du;ring 1963,
thet ‘the sub.}ect's Wife, HEIEN SOEELL, continued to . .
participate in the activities of the CSJMS and that - v a
: che was & national staff nember of that orga.nization. = 0
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1. APPENDIX

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE
FOR MORTON SOBELL

v

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL
and JULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1653, the 'Communist
campaign assumed a different emphasis. .Its major effort
centered upon MORTON SOBELL, 'the ROSENBERGS! cocefencant.
The National Committee to Secure Justice 1n the Rosenber;
Case - a Communist front which had been conducting the
campalgn in the United States - was reconstituted as the
National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in
Chicago in October, 1953, and 'then as the National
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the
Rosenberg Case!, . . ."

: ("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications"
dated December 1, 1961, issued by the House Committee on Un-
_ American Activities, page 116.)

In September, 1954, the name "National Committze to
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature
issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, the current na.ie,
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first
appeared on literature issued by the Committee.

The Address Telephone Directory for the Bcrou~n:
of Manhattan, New York City, as published by the New Y....
Telephone Company, on April 16, 1963, lists the "Committee
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" (CSJMS) as being
located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York.

-6%-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, New York

.. | In Reply, Plaase Refer 9 JAN 15 196+
S PlaNe i .

Title Morton Sobell

. ' . “ Cbaracter Espionage-R

Reference is made to the report
of Special Agent Carlyle ¥W. Miller, dated and captioned
as above at New York.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
« 6o#¢ concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
‘information in the past.

"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS YNCLASSIFIED
DAT

PR .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI,

It is the Pmpel’,
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be ide
b 4 b distributed ocuts
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' %j : Date:  §-4-64 |
! . I
it the following in i |

/ T“msm © foTlowing (Type in plain text or code) ' ﬁ'
5 AIRMAIL [

N et . (Pn'on'_ty or ycMad 9[ Mailing) | |

: - a : ‘, A‘ : p ) aﬂ‘@'
| :_uc, 55“ cmz (85-1311) oo o)
te .~: \ :— ‘. ESPIOIAGB - R N :4:;. ' ‘._:.'-" g _ k— '2 ‘ .

E 2. 00 “Fow !ork T wRA T

‘ Re 0-1 torn tron the Buroan datod 4-27—64 rogard:lng
presont status of this CABOG < . T

' ‘ On 5-1-64 MELVIN LIIORS, Becrotary to tho Iardon,

, ledical Center for ?odorul Prisoners, Springfield, Mo,,
~advised SA JAMES A MITCHELL that subject remains confined
at the hospital and there has been no change in bhis condition

"and no plans to transfer him to another institution,

' e His file reflects that on 2-18-64 he requested to
Bsee’ the doctor about dietary problems, Dr, P, J, CICCONE noted
on the reguest that he talked to SOBELL and he made various

. complaints about his diet and thiswms being d:l.scussod with
Ir. MIOII, li'ood Adninistrator. L g

B B(BELL ha.s been vorking as an x-ray tochn:l.c:l
s:lnce 7-22-63 nnd has boon roco:l.vinc abovo AVerage wor
Teportsy . . ar o 8 -
: ‘ The, ﬁ.lp gloos not conta:ln any furthor letters since
last checked' ‘his attorney or his wife roquosting any
special tro;tnént or :tavors tor 8(BELL. VO -

| /8-/Buroan (n)

..1 © 2 = Los Angeles (65-5082) (n)
7] v 2 = New York (100-37158) (ll)
7l .. 3 - Kansas cj.ty y -
e T JAM: boz ’ 4
Y R (9) :

‘-' :1" E _’“"

- st

n
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2 ,

d:

6 4 r] ro?el Z wf}#c‘“‘ Aqent in Charqe
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will advise 1%
2 plans

i

continued in a pending inactive
tts

The Medical Center

abjec

UAC.
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This case will be

til 8-
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UNI'."“) STATES DEPARTMENT OF J lI‘ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. New York, New York

. In Reply, Please Refer to F)

: Fils No. May 5, 1964

. -Bureau 101-2483 _
“New. Ybrk 100-31158=

" &m’mu mmp Ve
-  #-DFILLD O 1cE§ A

‘._:};;'::D gy AN ,': e
b ﬁ%ff &

o x - 7i o Morton Sobell was born-on April 11, 1917, 1n New York -
" :c:lty. He received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering Degree
= from the .City College of New York in 1938, and a Master
A ... of Electrical Engineering Degree from. the University of -
.Michigan in 1941 -He married Helen Levitov _QGurewitz on- . ..
, March 10, 1945, His last place of employmerit was the Reeves _ -
,,,;_ ) Instrument Company, New York City, . where he was employed as
= an Electrical Engineer,’ Morton Sobell-is currently .. .
-7 zdncarcerated at the Medical Center for_lederal Prisoners, .
L JESIRE '.-,._ar_’- Springfield, Missouri;, T oy ’ :

c-*‘.}\-(n‘

S
o

'ﬁ B R P A ,:v.;., Ly

v MAle s e G SFETEAT e
2 - Five feet eight 1nches I
", 140-145 pounds ~€1;5r BDAESEEE
-} Brown - ®’o T ¢
_"Bazel-wears thick lens glasses ’
" ‘Dark . R, . RO
- , N a;Medium ' £ 5 : :
: On June 22, 1950, nbrton Sobell, along with his wife,
son and stepdaughter, -departed for Mexico City. " On August 17,
- 1950, he was deported by Mexican authorities to .the United
- States border at Laredo, Texas. He was arrested on August 18,
-71950," for v;olation of -the Espionage-Conspiracy Statute, the 3&-
 arprest Peing dbased on- a’complaint d- warrant filed in the R
‘United States District gourtffor the:Southern :District of New
'ﬁ!ork, New York 2 ¥, on Augult- 3,: 1950 - -On January 31, 1951

NOT RECQRDED
6 MAY 8 1054

mcommendnh 0
of the FBI.




