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entitled "A Trap For Intellectuals" which concerned itself

with MeCarthyism,

An article concerning the United Mine Workers
in West Virginia by JOSEPH NORTH was captioned "King Bradley

&nd the Sons of Daniel Boone,"

Three poems in megory of
the ROSENBERGS were written by MARTHA MILLET, JZKBRANDRETH,

and A. Bn MGIL.

. N
An article by PHILIP EVERGOOD concerned the

drawings of CHARLES WHITE, and a poem "In Proise of H

was written by CH
Lorca," by GEQORGEA
killed in Spain in 19364 :; .

ES HUMBOLDT,

istory"

An article, "The Living
ESON concerned an individual who was

A book review by DOXEY 4, WILKERSON concerned
"Letters to Americans: 1848-1895" by KARL MARX and FREDERICK

ENGELS, Other book revieows were by SHIRLEY GRAHAM

ELIZABETH LAWSON

Advertisements for "
"Jewish Life" an

bublicationsg of New Ce

and
Scilence ang Society",

ntury appear in this

The September, 1953 issue contained en erticle by

LOUIS ARAGON, datelined in Peris, and conce

of' the ROSENBERGS.

rmed the eXecution

&4 story by RUTH STEINBERG wos entitled

"One Enchented Evening.," A, B, MLGIL's erticle, "Culture
and Colonialism" concérned British"Imperialism."

A new feature wasg introduced
entitled "American Document" which would
aspects of our heritage and 1llumingtin
The first feature wag taken from a nove
cntitled "The Indestructible" by GEORGE

!!s

4

« 10 -

A Peep. &t ?olynesian ifel
- originally bublished in kngland in 1846

and his Union" wag discussed by JUSEPH :
\HITCHCOCK concerned
nds, - -

cience; Art, and Superstructu;e" was written
by EMILE BURNS and book roviews moms by IRAMWAL

in this issue

recall negleeted :
vitel problgms today,n
by HERMANKGELVILLE
» Whith was il
"The Sovict Writer— ]
K and a poem
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Coleman testified before the McCarthy Committes on December 8 and 9,
1953 A review of the attached Photostat of the transcript of the hearings

~reflects Coleman denied ever having been a member of the Young Commmist Isague

(ICL) and that he saw Julius Rosenberg at Fort Monmouth after their greduation I

from College of the City of New York (CCNY). He admitted attending one YCL

meoting at CCNY with Julius Rosenberg. He admitted removing documents from

<=\ Prans Signal Laboratory in 1946, some of which were classified, but he demied

! AN spdonage and said documents were removed for further study at home. Coleman

iy . admitted kmowing Morton Sobell, convicted espionage agent, as a classmate at -

V4 . "CONY and admitted £i1ling out an Arny Security Questionnaire for Sobell when
(9 - Sobell ‘'was employed at Reeves Instrument Company in 1947, Sussman testified-

SINOPSIS:

on December 8, 1953, that Colemen was a member of the YCL at CCNY, and he bad .
furnished this information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation prior to \\ _
sman, 3
!

the Rosenberg trial. Bureau files fail to reflect this information and Sus

when reinterviewed on 12/15/53 and 1/4/54, stated this was his opinion only and

could offer no basis for his opinion, Fred J. Kitty, presently under indictment |

. for Fraud Against the Govermment in denying YCL membership in a Personnel Security 0o

Questionnaire, testified on December 9, 1953, that Coleman had requested classifie ~

information from him while Coleman was in the Unmited States Marine Corps from '

1944 to 1946, & he furnished same. letters.from Kitty to Coleman were found - fv)

by Counter Intelligence Corps, United States Army, in permissive search of ()]

. Coleman's apartmeut in 1946, although Sepator McCarthy stated these lstters had =
WW}' Cohn, Chief Counsel, McCarthy Comnittee, sald - § ¥ ¢l

tes 6f Sussman and Coleman would be furnished to the Department of Justice < Pag

for Grand Jury Actione Department advised by Bulet dated December 22, 1953, -

Above testimony naﬁﬁgdshed in public hearings. . % a }

, : : : - e

. ) B4

It is recommended that Mr. Nichols contact Roy Cohn and arrangs to have 3

record corrected (vol. 145, page 14705) where Semator McCarthy made the statement,

to Fred Kitty that the FBI showed him letters they had intercepted, These letters i
were cbiained by Counter Intelligence Corps agents during permissive segrch 7 5

Colemant's apartment in 1946, S R L - - j-‘
ORAnTS Aper .  SBECORDED-ug /97 ~3 "2 =/
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Additional investigation is being conducted by . field to resolve the
question of Coleman's membership in Young Communist League and the Department is
being currently advised, '

DETATLS: : . ,

On December 8, 1953, Aaron Hyman Colemsn testified before the NcCarthy

Committee that he held the position of Chief of Systems Section, Evans
til January, 1952, at which time he was assigned to the Signal

School, Fort Mommouih,. Coleman stated that in his -previous testimony before
the Committee, and in his interviews with the FBI, he had endeavored to tell
the truth and again denied he had ever belonged to the Young Communist League
(ICL). He also reaffirmed previous testimony that he had not seen Julius Rosenber
since they both graduated from College of the City of New York (CCNY).

Coleman's testimony was interrupted to take testimony from Nathan
Sussman, who testified he was a member of the YCL from 1935 to 1938 at CCNY.
Sussman identified Julius Rosenberg, Morton Scbell, Joel Barr and Aaron
Coleman as fellow members of the YCL at CCNY. He also stated Morris:
Savitsky and Nathan Shoiket were members of the YClL.. Sussman further
stated he had furnished this information concerning the above members of
' the YCL to the FBI prior to the trial of Julius Rosenberge

‘ ' A review of Bureau files and New York office files fails to reflsct
that Sussman advised the FBI that Coleman was a YCL mémber. You will recall
that Sussman cooperated in all interviews conducted in January and March of
1951 and identified Julius Rosenberg as a member of the Commmmist Party and

volunteered to appear as a witness at the Rosenberg trial, Sussman was
reinterviewed by Bureau agents on December 15, 1953, and January 4y 1954, and
advised that it was his opinion Coleman probably was a YCL msmber although he

could not elaborate on this point and could not offer any basis for this opinion.

. Roy Cohn, Chief Counsel, McCarthy Cammittes, read from the trial

record of the Rosenberg trial when Rosenberg, on re-direct examinstion

stated he met Aaron Coleman subsequent to graduation at CCNY at Fort Monmouth,

Senator McCarthy stated that testimony would be forwarded to the Department of
stice with the recommendation that it be sent to a Federal Grand Jurye

MeCarthy stated that he wanted to make it clear that the FBI "had dome a

.thorough job of investigating and has reported fully to the military forceses."

Cohn stated he assumed the information about Coleman's YCIL nmembership was

furnished by the Bureau to the Army, and it was important to determine who

in the Army received this information and why nothing had been done,

he Evans Signal Iaboratory from 1942 to 1945. He admitted membership in
the YCL &t Cooper Union between 1938 and 1941. Kitty testified he worked under

0 é Z Fred Joseph Kitty testified on December 9, 1953, that he worked for

| | /00 -35550 /8L
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Coleman from 1942 to 1944 at which time Coleman entered the United States
Marine Corps. Kitty testified Coleman requested from him radar and

classified material fram Evans Laboratory while Coleman was in the Marine

Corps and that he, Kitty, sent such material to him through the mails., Kitty
Lalso testified he was aware the FBI was in.possession of some of the letters he
sent to Coleman, Senator McCarthy asked Kitty if at the time the FBI questioned
him did the FBI show him letters they intercepted and Kitty answered in the
affirmative, It is noted that this mail was not intercepted but was obtained
by CIC agents during a permissive search of the Coleman apartment in 1946

and made available to the Bureau by CICe Kitty also testified he had no
information as to the disposition made by Coleman of the information he
furnished him, Kitty is presently under indictment for Fraud Against the

j Govermment for denying !cg membership on & Personnel Security Questiomaire

f:}led with the Bendix Aviation Corporation.

\ On December 9, 1953, Coleman was again questioned concerning the

documents found in his home by CIC agents during a permissive search in .

\\ 1946, As you are sware Coleman was given a ten day suspension by the Signal
Corps in 1946 for unautherized removal of classified documents from the
Evans Signal Laboratory. At the time of this search letters from Fred Kitty
were found in Coleman's apartment indicating Kitty sent information to
Coleman while Coleman was in the Marines, Coleman described the material
found in his spartment as being composed of documents he removed from the
Iaboratory, some documents he obtained in the Marine Corps and some personal
notes he had made, Coleman admitted he may have violated Army regutltions for
safeguarding military information but demied he violated the Espionage Act.
He claimed he removed the documents to work on a project to which he was
assigned. Coleman admitted knowing Morton Sobell at CCNY. You will recall
Sobell was tried as a co-conspirator with the Roserbergs and sentenced to
thirty yearss Coleman said he met Sobell at General Ek ctric, Reeves
Instrument Company and Evans Signel laboratory on chance meetings. Coleman
denied knowing Sobell furnished his name as a reference when applying for a job
at Reeves until recently. Hs admitted he received a security questionnaire from
the 1st Army about Scbell and replied he had known Sobell for ten years and

') knew no derogatory information about him, Coleman denied ever seeing Julius
,.Rosonberg at Fort Mommouth and stated that he was in Panama from July to late

r———

November or December, 1940, which included the period Julius Rosenberg was at
Fort Mommouth at training school,

Coleman specifically denied msmﬁ's testimony that he was a member
0 s of the YCL. - |

Coleman admitted he did not tell the FBI on the first interview that °
he knew Rosenberg was a Commmist and had solieited him to join the Commnist
Party. He said he did not state this until specifically asked. o

Y
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Cohn stated the testimony would be referred to the Justice Department
on three points.

le False statements to the FBI.
2, Ths Sussman testimony.
3. The testimony of Julius Rosenberg at his trial. .

: Cohn stated he would leave open question of statements Coleman made
.in his recommendations for Sobell, Cohn sald he assumed the Department would
taks this record as a start and with the aid of FBI investigation determine
the tme facts. -
[ The facte concerning the discrepancy between the testimonmy of Coleman
and Sussman and Cohn's statement he would refer this matter to the Department
of Justice weres furnished to Aseistant Attorney Gemeral (Olney by letter of
December 22, 195B.

Additional instructions have been furnished to the fisld to interview
other former YCL members in an effort to resolve this question of Coleman's
J membership, . . . ‘ .
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- will tell you, Mr. Green; Mr. Coleman can step aside now,; and
-as 1 explained to you, we wanted to get this background in,
.and we are going to hear some other witnesses. We would like

"= *Mr. Coleman to stay 1in the room and hear them, too, and tlen

~when they are through we will recall Mr. Coleman, and you,
-~ and if there is any statement that Mpr . . Coleman wants to make,
-we want to remind you of the committee rulé that that should
be submitted to the Chair, I think the rule is 24 hours in
~advance of the giving of that statement. I do not know whether

Q . &14680
‘I do not have to hold Mr. Coleman on for this, but I
a
%
Q
3
5
!

“you anticipate one or not.
MR. GREEN: Quite obviQusiy that is impossible, beceuse
“we came down here withoﬂt’é secretarial staff.
MR. COHN: You talk to me after the hearing, Mr. Green,
.and 1f there is difficulty on that, tell me about it, and I

-will take it up with the Chair and see if we can get that

e _.a‘.._... iy

“rule wailved and any other accommodations we can give you along

those lines we will be glad to do that.

A,MR JGREEN: That will be fine.

MR. COHN: Mr. Chairman, before the next witness is

called, in view of Mr. Coleman's reaffirmation of his testi-

mony 1n executive session, the following testimony becomes

extremely important, and I would like to read 1t into the

record at this point. The 1ssue here is whether or not

Mr. Coleman bad continued his association with Julius Roscnberg,

Y,
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who was conbicted and executed for conspiracy'to‘commit esplo-
nage in the Southern District of New York, following their

~days at City College. vTo that effect, Mr. Coleman testified

as follows; I read from page 637:

"Let me ask you this, Mr. Coleman. Did you see

Julius Rosenberg at all after you left college?

“"Mr. Coleman: ;Nd, sir, I have never seen him or
heard from him or corresponded with him.
‘Question: "Did you see him after you attended
- the Young Communist League meeting with him?"
. Answer: ™I believe I did in my class."

" Question: "Did you see him thereafter?"

. . o IR IR R ALY
BEVE L L BT RPN SR ¥ YT R0V PR P ‘

Answer: "Never."

I am reading from page 639:

" "The Chéirman: ¥hen did you say you first went to

the Signal Corps?
-~ "Mr. Coleman: In March of 1939,
_."The Chairman: March of 19397

"Mr, Coleman: Yes, sir.

"The Chairman: You knew Rosenberg was vorking there
in the early 1940's, did you?

"Mr. Coleman: I did not, no, sir.

"The Chairman: Did you ever learn Rosenberg was

working for the Signal Corps?

3 .14 u

wma e~ Colenan: - Ney-giry I did not."




@ .3 14,682

N

- THE CHAIRhan May I suggest, Mr. Cohn, at this point;
that we ask the‘witness whether 6r not he questions the fact

"that these questions were asked and the answers made as read

by counsel?

e ek sk sk .

MR. COLEMAN: I am sorry, I did not hear thati

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If, as this testimony is read, Mr. Coleman
and Mr. Green, 1f you take issue with .the correctness of the - i

~transcript, you will promptly notify counsel. Otherwise, we

-will assume that this is as you remember the testimony also.

o i a6 SO I e s A e DA S B L S NI

~ MR. COLEMAN: On the last point, I believe the first time

that I learned --

.. THE CHAIRMAN: I am not asking you the questions now.

ABR A
s i G e A e

""MR, COLEMAN: I think on the last question, I am not
sure.
i < ~ MR. COHN: I will read lf again.
~THE CHAIRMAN: All we want to know is if there is any-
~thing wrong in the stenographic minutes here.

~COHN: (Reading)

~4'The Chairman: When did you say you first went to

Signal Corps?

e ~ "Mr. Coleman: In March of 1939.
"The Chairman: March of 1939?
"Mr, Coleman: Yes, sir.

"The Chairman: You knew Rosenberg was working there

in the early 1940's, did you?

AR e o NN ML W LT TR L = whs Y L b e S me e 76wt




14,683
"Mr. Coleman: I did not, no, sir.

"The Chairman: Did you ever learn Rosenberg was

working for the Signal Corps?

"Mr, Coleman: No, sir, I did not."

|
- um

Now, let me read the next one to you, and maybe that will

| 6 é l
|

:clarify something,'énd then you can comment on the whole thing.

‘THE CHAIRMAN: While you are looking for that, may I

i ¢y AL NI -

say, Mr. Green, that we have completely reliable reporters,

and they use the utmost caution, and there is no question in

the mind of the Chair that this is an exact transcript. How-
~ever, I think in fairness to the witness, he should be entitled

.~to comment if he thinks at any place the stenographic reporter

‘misquoted him,

DAL 4. s e . L L

MR. COHN: Reading from page 684:

"The Chairman: When did you last see sr. Roscnberg?
"Mir. Coleman: 1In this class, in my senior year, I
last saw Mr. Rosenberg.
"The Chairman: You never saw him after that?
; —’.1;._ m:’* '..:2-:";.'—' Soem oo : e : C
“Mr. Coleman: No, sir, I did not.

"The Chairman: You did not know that he worked at

_.f the Signal Corps?
"Mr. Coleman: No, sir, I did not.

"The Chairman: When did you first lcarn that he

worked at the Signal Corps?

"Mr. Coleman:

G L N3 S e & v i e e e

Whepn I rcecad about his arrest ip ~he
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newspapers."
Is there anything in here which You say was an inaccurate
taking down in the notes, of what you said?
MR . COLEMAN: No, sir. That is all you wanted to know?
- THE CHAIRMAN: That is all. You will be called back,
A s0 do not leave the room.
MR. COLEMAN: (npe point --
THE CHAIRMAN: I do not want any spcech from you. I

merely called you back here to give you a chance to tel. -

7 5% 1f you were inaccurately quoted by the stenographic reporter;
| % and if you were, tell us, and if not, I will hear from you
! later,
ﬂ 1 think for the record at this time we should make
‘;i it clear that we have been getting what I consider govod coop-

eration from the Army, and all of the individuals who will be
' questioned here as to their alleged communist activities !'.. ¢
been individuals who have been in the Signal Corps for a
number of years; and the Army has indicated that they are just
. as anxious to get to the bottom of this as we are. Is not
that correct, Mr. Cohn?

MR. COHN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, absolutcly.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thatis the present adainisiration of the

Army .
MR. COHN: That is correct.

Now, Mr. Chairman, thc¢ next witness is Nathan Susgman.




MR. CORN: {n New Yor. and when was .at?

MR. SUSSMAM: In Octoober of 1940, to April of 13942,

MR. COHEN: That is your only Governament employment?

MR. SUSSMAN: VYes, sir, Federal Governneat.

MR. COHN: Now, Mr. Sussman, have you ever bheen a com-
munist?

MR. SUSSMAN: Yes, sir, I have,

MR. COHN: And during what years were you ¢ communist,
covering all pbases of your communist activity?

MR . SUSSMAN: Well, betveen 1235 and 1940, amd in 1944
to February of 1945.

MR. COHN: VNow, taking the period froml3j5 to 1940. when
you were a comnmunist, did you beclong to any comuunist organi-
zations?

MR . SUSSMAN: Yes. sir, the Young Communisi Leasue.

MR. COHN: And where did you belong to the Young Com-
munist League?

MR. SUSSMAN: From 1935 to 1938 at City College.

MR. COHN: From 1935 to 1938 at City Collcwre?

MR . SUSSMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. COHN: You were a student at City College at that
tine?

MR . SUSSMANWN: That is correct.

MR. COHN: Did you know a man named Julius foscnberg?

MR . SUSSMAW:. Ves, sir, I did.
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« MR, COEAN: Thatis tﬁe convicted atom spy?
MR. SUSSMAN: Yes. |
MR. COHN: W¥as Julius Rosenberg a communist?

- MR, SUSSMAN: He was a member of the Young Communist

MR. COBN: He was a member of the Young Coﬁmunist'League?
MR, SUSSMAN: Yes;.sir.

MR. COHN: Did you know gpfton Sobell at City College?

MR

. SUSSMAN: Yes, sir, 1 did.

MR. COHN: 1I refer to Morton Sobeil, convicted with

!‘*”R;§ehbé£§, of conépiraéy‘fo bommit éspiohage and sentenced to
b‘h._xs30.years;f§!as Horton:Sobell a member of the Young Communist
- League? | ) . | -

MR. SUSSMAN: He was.

MR, COHN. Did you know Joel Barr?

MR, SUSSMAN: Yes, I did.

.:;ﬁ§%§¥R?TCOHN;TﬁAud_Joel Barr, was he at City College?

. MR, SUSSHAN: Yes.

.~ ROE DOARTRNARN TS A ba

MR, CéHN; W;é hc a;;émsér.of thé §6Q;é:Commuhist.League?
MR. SUSSMAN: He was.

MR. COHN: Did you know Aaron Coleman?

MR. SUSSMAN: Yes, sir, I did.

MR, COHN: Was he a student at City College?

MR. SUSSMAN:  Yes, sir, he was.

& MR, COHN: Was he a member o£ the Yquwg Communist Leaguc?

e
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HR. COHN' Was he likewise in the Young Communist League?
MR. SUSSMAN: Yes; . -
MR. COBN: ¥r. Savitsky,and Mr. Shoiket have been»subpoe-
""" 'naed and we have asked that they appeer-before the commitice
* tomorrow or Thursday, as 800D as we can hear them
Now Mr, Sussman; 1s‘ltMa\faet that some two or three'
years ago, ‘prior to the Rosenberg trial,-you furnished the
tuFBI with information concerning your Cemmunist activities
. -and toldrthe FBI aboﬁt the fact that Rosenberg, Sobell, Cole-
man, ‘and the others you have mentioned were in the Young
-Communist League? ‘ 4
ljﬂé. SUéSMAN:‘ffee} si;.i :
MR, CQHN: You gave them that information at that time?
MR. SUSSMAN: Yes, sir.
'THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sussman, we will want to call you

back at some future time, and we appreciate your making ar-

rangements to be here We know you have ofheéreegégemeﬂﬁeifor

mxf?EHei“ i’d;ﬁ wtll wanf'toicali‘fee'eack at eome future time.
Counsel will be 1n‘toech with.you.

MR. COHN: Thank you very much.

MR. GREEN: I am aware that it is pot in accordance with
the customary practice, but may I ask the witness a couple of
questions?

THE CHAIRMAN: You can submit them in writing to the

R
.2 T R AL T SO BT st 30 e o e s
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Chair. The rules of the commltuee; auup»c, enaninsus; i1y, are
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~ -'that cognsél will not be entitled to cross exami;e any
- wltness, and he may, however,-submit questions to the Cbai?,
ﬁnd we will ask them of the witness.

MR, COHN: We will be glad to do that, Mr. Green. We

will put that on the agenda and anything along those linos
-you yant. |

" MR. GREEN: Then may I have not;cedbflthe following
-appearance of the witness, so that I may present such quos-~

-~tions?

* ) . R -+ 45 . o
2 + * - P N .
RO , L
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MR. COHN: You certainly may.

"
2 THE CHAIRMAN: How much time would you want, 48 hours?
MR, GREEN: I should think so. ,_.' | ’

- MR . COHN:» ﬂe~;111 b;t that on the agenda of things we
z ‘have to taik'about,“and we will make arrangements for ques-

-tions to be submitted.
-Now, Mr. Chairman, at this time in view of Mr. Coleman's
w....... Bworn testimony that he was never a member of the Young _

3 ... .-~ Communist League, and now in view of the testimony of Mr. q-
- R S S e N ' R A . N

i; “zji;sﬁssman that Mr.iCoiéﬁAn‘;;s.intfaéi amm;hbef‘Oflfhc féﬁgg:i 

) ﬁj% . Communist League, with Mr. Sussman, with Julius Rosenberg,
o
and Sobgll, and Barr, and the others nentionéd, Savitsky and
Sholket -- and Rosenberg has been excuted; and Barr, the record
will note, according to the best information we have been able

to obtain, has been named in public testimeny as a meumber of

el L PR T IO U

the Rosenberg ring and named in testimony before this committec

v ordliionas > SRRERINtRded
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~and other places; and Barr has left this country, and accord-

- 14,692

ing to our best information is behind the iron curtain at
.this time and, of coufsa, unavailable to the committee.
Sobell, of course, is serving a 30-year term for ébn— i

- spiracy to commit espionagé,,ln‘Alcatraz. Shoiket and Savitsky 1

-have been subpoenaed and will appear before the committee;
.and as far as Mr. ‘-Surrene 1is concerned, the best information
- "“"he committee has is that Surrene, as you know, Mr. Chairman,

-0f course worked down at Fért Monmouth, as did Joel Barr;

RPN TENTARATRIT S e PR S L

3and Surrene,according to our best information, has likewise

*~§11ed this country and s behind the iron curtain in the Soviet

_zUnion at this time. Mrs, Surrene is in this céuntry, and we
.“shaie subpoenaed her to appear before the committee.
'~ Now, Mr. Chairman, in view of the direct conflict in
~testimony, and in view of Sussman's sworn testimony that

-Mr. Coleman was a member ofbthe'?oung Communist League, I

PR A i\grthu.uwa}ﬂtl‘ é&ﬂﬁv‘p b

-want to go to another point that we think is of the utmost

“+Timportance. ", That 18, of course, Mr. Coleman's connection

I read to the Chair before Mr, Coleman's sworn testimony;
and I would like to read that briefly again, if I might. The

.committee was inquiring, you might recall, to ascertain the

extent of Coleman's connection with Rosenberg, and particularly
*- .. -whether or not they knew each other while they we;e both with

the Signal Corps. The question was, page 637:

S - - <
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‘YLet me ask you this: Did you see Julius Rosenberg

at all after you left college?

~~"Mp, Coleman: No, sir. I have never seen him or

hegrd from him orucor:esponded withlhim."
Page 639:
 he Cbairman? ‘Wgeh d1d you sa} you first went to
.the Signal Corpsé .
"Mr, Coleman: In Harcﬁ of 1939.
- "The Chairmaﬁ} March of 19397
A "Mr. Coleman: Yes, sir.

" The Chairman: ° You knew Rosenberg was working

g o MR Sy 5 R AT i

" -there in the early 1940's,-did you?

-y i

" "Mr, Coleman: . I did not, no, sir.

“"The Chairmané_sDid you ever learn Rosenberg was
working for the Signal Corps?
"Mr, Coleman: ANo, sir, I did not."

»?ﬁﬁf¢;=jsvaow,:I might state that this position of Mr. Coleman's,

- -

Z.o+pamely, that any connection or contact with Rosenberg ended
‘m R e T AT . el - - c . - . . P . - X
';;!i % ..1in City College, that he never met him down at Fort Monmouth,
o ‘was 80 strongly emphasized by Mr. Coleman that when some of
the New York newspapers contained statements that Coleman
had in fact seen Rosenberg at Monmouth and was in fact a
- -friend of Rosenberg's after college days and knew him and
had seen him after college days, Mr. Coleman through his

L i

ssrbgijigel.,. Mr.. Green,.sent_letters to the newspapers demanding. . _
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1 have specifically in my hand a letter from Mr. Green

of October 31, 1953, to Norma Abrams of the New York Daily

News, in which with reference to a statement 1n the Daily

‘;“Kews that Mr. Coleman was an admitted close triend of executed
‘atom 8py Julius Rosenberg, Mr. Green stntes ‘to the Daily
News, on authorization of his client: "\ |

"Mr., Coleman was never at any time : close friend
.0of Rosenberg, and has never admitted tbaﬁ he was. Rosen-
berg was a classmate of Mr. Coleman in City College in
New York and they never saw or communicated with each
wother in any manner after Mr. Coleman's graduation in
1938." i | | ‘ :
'JTHE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Cohn, do you bave a witness to dis-

- pute those facts? . .

MR. COHN: Yes. We do not have a live witness, but we
~have the testimony of Julius Rosenberg himself,; which was
given at his trial in New York when he was on trial for con~j'

“*75§1racy to commit espionage, for which crime he was convicted

and executed.

THE CHAIRMAN: I may say that the testimony from the

R b o s 1% A SRS Aade .  Eit b diienmanan o QMIRENY ovasaass. o QEMAINNSRANEEED Lndies ot atiRRMMAN MenS Snvota L e At SEaS Nuuliaid et s AN AL

grave would not be admissible in a criminal action against
Mr. Coleman for perjury. In a committee, however, whcre
we are sceking the facts and not prosecuting crimipally that

evidence, of course, is admissible. It will be received.

- A AT i BaRe 1 wwAar s e s e me eas o e v e - B T B S T R T
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MR, COHN: Mr. Chairman, the subject matter of the in-

quiry to Rosenberg on cross examination was concerning people
‘1like Barr and how long his association with them continued
after they were classmates at Ctty College Beartng in mind

'that Rosenberg and Sobell were in the same class, as were

‘l“Barr, Coleman, and otbers, Rosenberg under crossfexamination
- ~was asked a question as to which people who were his college
.friends he continued a relationship with after he left college.

~~He named Joel Barr, I recall, and one or two others,

zexamination and I am reading from page 1284, this 1s at

the Vary beginning of his redirect examination, he was ques-—

tioned as follows by his counsel, Mr. E. H Block:

)

&

2

-3

P,

5

2 . ,

,§, ~=8nd that was all he could recall. GSubsequently, on redirect
%

=

%

Aty

3

7 ~Question: " "“Now, between the time that Mr., Sapol
E .cross examined you the other day and today, did you

classmates you had at City College Vew YorL and whom

‘you saw subsequent to your graduation frumthat 1nstitution?“

. ,—*..—-“'—....-. ~:...3 o R . e - . . _..,,4 o

Rosenberg “I did, sir.

T Qaestion: YAnd can you'give us now the names of

some other clasmmates of yours with whom you bhad either

social or business relations after your graduation?"
Answer : "Well, there were people who were in my

squad in the electrical engineering courses. Mr., Aaron

w.zaColeman who subsequent to graduation I met at Fort = .

>-have an opportunity to think more closely about the J
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.~ Monmouth whenvi‘vas assigned there."
Of course, that is a direct and flat contfadiction by
. Rosenberg of’Coiemanﬁs ;estimony on the very 1mporfant point
of hisg association with Julius Rosenberg, and when it started
~.~and when it stopped, and I hope this can be incorporated in
=tﬁe record; and I recommend it be eent‘to the Department of
Justice. _ :e..(
__THE CHAIRMAN: 'The testimony will be sent to the Depart-
ment of Justice with the recommendation that it be sent to
the Grand Jury, not only this but all of the testimony of
.ﬂ},,q4ur; Coleman and those who appeared in executive session. .
B Mr. Cohn, 1 think for the record at this time, as this
iestimony unfolds, many people will wonder 1 know, why l
" these 1ndividuals were kept on so long, some of them right
=down fo tbe date we commenced these hearings, and I think
we should make 1t very clear that the FBI in all of the
- cases insofar as we can determine had done a thorough job

b e o

o of 1nvest1gating and had reported fully to the military forces

e o

=iv?§%xn&%hamnatura of - the evidence agalnst these Various 1nd1v1duals
= handling secret work.

Is that substantially correct, Mr. Cohn?

MR. COHN: Thatis definitely correct, and Mr. Sussman's
testimony here is that he furnished this information to the

_FBI and to the Department of Justice prior to tho Rosenberg

trial, and which was over two years ago. Undoubtedly, he

e SRR F T e =T R ;
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did that according to routine and invariable procedure, _.ad
bat information was placed by the F3I in reports which would
have been sent to the agency in which Mr. Coleman was working,
and we know that no action whatsoever was taken against
Mr. Coleman until a month before this investigation began,
and he continued to work at Monmouth. And I think it is
very safe to assumec that according to recgular FBI routine
the FBI had furnished the Department of the Army with this
information and Colenman's conpection with the Young Communist
League at a period at least over two vyears ago.

We know from one Witness he gave that to the FBI over

two years 8go and close to three years ago.

was taken on the basis of it, and why nct even a hearing

was held and no question raised about it, and whether or R

THE CHAIRMAN: That is a very good idea .

Mr. Coleman, we are going to put several other witnesses
on, and I am sure you will wvant to hear them before you
testify, so that you will know what their testinmony is.

Mr. Cohn, I think we should have a resumc in the record
of the secret and other classificd decuments that Mr. Colcman

removed from the Signal Corps laboratory. Hag that been
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.information cannét be forthcoming. I am not asking you to
_supply 1t:this morning, and I think under the old Truman
order of 1948 that you could not supply it. In ofher words,
I think that your legal advice 15 correct under the orders
4vthat exist.

MR. COHN: Mr. Reid, is it a fact that following a

3 ‘number of reports from the FBI conéerning communist connec-

.tions of Coleman and concerning participation in Young Com-
- munist League activities by Coleman, and his association
with Jﬁlius Rosenberg, including Julius Rosenberg's trial

%tebtimony, is it a fact that following those events, Coleman

e

“was not once, but continuously, promoted?

"o UGMR,:REID: I cannot answer that, sir.
" v.MR.3COﬂN: ‘Do you feel that would come ﬁithin the di-

i
.
i
_srective? T N _ '

-~ MR REID: Mot only that; I would not know the informea-

tion,

. ’pﬁﬁﬁgla. COHN: VWQuld you give us that information, having :

.- =checked your records on that? "Is that within the directive?

.MR. ADAMS: .He would not know.

MR, COHN: He would know, because you could check the

: dates when FBI reports came up containing the information,

-and then you can check the dates of promotions.

-MR. REID: 4de are not authorized to give that informa-

R L - L S SUR PSR
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IB COHN ; Tbere was no adnisslon of guilt 1np11c1t

- 1in his resignation?

MR. COLEMAN: Yes.
5

- MR, COHN Now, lr Colennn, we have talked about Mr,
e Okun nnd I vould like to ask you thia . Did you know Morton

;”Sobell the convicted utom spy? . X believe his involvnent

;x; »15'; was not vith atomic energy but it was vith radar
‘ IR COLEHAN I was a classmate, and then I also had
chance meetings vith'htn at three places,'General Electric

‘ECompany,‘RGGVes Instrument Company and also at Evans Signal

+Laboratory.

MR, COHN: 1Is that the extent of your association with

e

Swim? L

-MR. COLEMAN: Yes, sir,

-~ MR, COHN: 1Is it not a fact Mr. Sobell was a good friend

= of yours?

- MR, COLEHAN No, Bir, he was not.

srrun COHN: 'Well, 1s it not a fact that. as late as the B |

5L4}gar 1947, Hr Sobell gave you as one of his ‘three personal

references for employment on classified government work?
MR, COLEMAN: I only learned that fact when 1t was
reportdd in my charges., If you will permit me, I would like
to explain it. Will you permit me?
"MR, COHN: As far as I am concerned, you can subnit

any explanation you care to make?

v . - . ’ Lok - ., -
. [ .
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ﬂ MR, COLEMAN: 4111 you permit me to make a conpiete

-3 explanation?

VI mot Morton Sobell for the Iirst time after Collaze,

.at General Electrlc Conpany in late 1946 or early 1847, and

;4;

1t was a chance neeting which occurred vhen l vent vith

-

some other 1nd1vidual from 14.1:} Slgnal Corps to General Elec-

¥,

%

3

trtc Conpany, and we net him there. 'The next 1 heard about

f}grhin was 1 was told by a member of the Reeves Instrument Corpo—
]

E

‘ration tbat he had bean htred to work there. ‘I think I met

’3’
g ~him at Reeves about the same time. I believe he may have

-used my name as a reference because he knew that I was

the Government project engineer on an important project of

'ftha~contractor,"nameiy,uﬁeeves Instrument Corporation.

-1 also know that sometime around that time, First Army

-gent me a security queétionnaire.

MR. COHN: . Jndeed tﬁei did, and you sent word back that

ybu thought he was a good loyal American.

MR, COLEMAN: 1 answered it to the best of my ability

At that time I had no derogatory informatlon on h1m and I

- el RS RN o B

dtd not know he vas a communist or --

MR, COHN: Mr, Coleman, ydu were one of the three
people who were personal reference for Mr. Morton Sobell in
obtaining a position with Reeves. On the face of the applica-
tion there is a statement that he will have access to classi-

fied material, and he did have access, as you know, thereafter,

b g J%mﬂﬂaﬁﬁﬁ##dmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬂwu& Rl ko DA i s
B Sl ol . .

e

)
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-and this is 1647, well after the war, to a considerable amount

& of classified -Ater131 on 8ignal Corps work. "You were one
4 of his three references on that.

And, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that there be received in

 -.g~evidence a photostatic copy of Sobell's application for
‘Fﬁyonplofment with Reeves, and showing Mr. Coleman's name as !

-one of the three references.

»

“THE CHAIRMAN: It will be received.

~ (The document referred to was

marked Coleman Exhibit No. 1 of
- December 9, 1953, and was filed
---with the committeel)

%
2 . ’ .
1% .. "ETHE CHAIRHAN:.;I<do not understand the witnecs's testi-

.a&nony *He said he did not learn he had been used as a ref- .

4k-erence until letters of charges were filed on him. He tells

k; us now that he wrote & letter of recommendation. -dould you
;gwcare to reconcile those statements?
.- MR, COLEMAN: .I did not state 1 wrote a letter of recom-

£
i |
%ir endation - I was sent-a security questionnaire by First

Shadadatias e aenmeste 4 cestienn ettt ot o SAARSENESRIMESREEES . oo emtes e, (WARSRRENDY

3§?Agd~_*yggch asked me to furnish whatever information I had

%» about him. I felt 1t~Was mny duty to furnlsh whatever I knew. I

MR. COHN: The reason it was sent to you,-what is the

-reason they sent you th&t questionnaire, and why were you

% asked about Sobell? Do you think they just picked your

@»mme out of a hat?

- MR. COLEMAN: 'Apparently because he listed my name.
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MR. COHN: He listed yowr name as a reference?

MR. COLEMAN: Yes, sir.

Coceb L {:Ai!’%ﬁw ’ 4*’\“

MR. COEN: And they made inquiries to find out what you

knew about him?

MR. COLEMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. COHN: And whether or not he was a good security

risk and whether or not they ought to hire him?

MR. COLEMAN: Yes, sir,

MR. COHN: Because the application states on its face

he would have access to classified material, and the inquiry

came not from the private Company with which he wasg seeking

employment, but from the Army, is that right?

MR. COLEMAN: That is right.

MR. COHN: And did you not reply then that you had known

Mr, Sobell for a period of 12 years and that you knew him

to be a good loyal American?

MR, COLE!AN: I do not recall what I replied about the

12-year period. I knew I bhad known him in college, which 1

started in 1936 or 1937, but I did not see him after college
until this chance meeting at General Electric Company in

1947.

As far as the question about his loyalty, since I did

not have any unfavorable information,

any intimation, or

anything that might make me suspicious, I answered what was

natural, and I had no doubts at that time about his loyalty.




‘ | | | tu ,758

MR, COHN: Did you ever attend any mestings of the

-. Young Comnunist League with Sobell?
" MR. COLEHAN:V No,>s1r.

MR. COHN: Did yoo:ever attend aoy meetings of the
~Young Communist League with Julius Rosenberg?

MR. COLEKAN: Yes, sir.
‘. MR.COHN: When? ' |

MR. COLEMAN: Cne meeting 1n 1.937, about 1937.

-MR. COHN: Who took you to that meeting of the Young
'Communtsf League?
~/HR.'COLEMAN: Rosenberg
7HR "COHN: How well did you know Rosenberg?

HR COLEMAN He was 8 classmate of mine, and ¢ noverv
saw him at his home Aand henever visited my hone, and I did

AN

-~not see him after the graduation, and I did not correspond vito
.ﬁhim‘sfter gradoation. “

MRT}bOHN: ¥Would you care to comment -- you say you did
not see him after graduatton - and would you care to comment

~on Mr, Rosenberg 5 testimony at his own trxal tha you were

SRR S T

??ﬁ‘e oi his acquaintances down at Fort Monmouth when you Were

there and when he was there?

MR. COLEHAN: Yes, I would.

MR.COHN: I would be very happy to have you commant.

B SRR AN "kvw W

MR. COLEMAN: 4#ould you permit me to make a complete

statement?

SRR L e e e o SESRMEM N | auae daia o IS
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MR, COHN: ¥hy, of course, anything you want to say,

MR. COLEMAN: As far as I know, Rosenberg never worlcd

‘at Fort Monmouth. I believe he was an inspector and that

-inspectors were assigned temporarily to Fort Monmouth in
“-the fall or in thes latter half of'1940, for orientation

~courses, and then they were sent out on their inspection

-

'»;duties;;

<This 18 to the best of’my knowledge from what I have

-been able to learn from others.

MR. COHN: I don't know if you got the question The

- =question is whether or not Rosenberg was telling the truth
sor whether you are telling the truth. Did you see him at

Fo?t Honmoutb? B .
| .MR. éOLEMAkQ No, sln, I did not 8ee him al ferf‘Monmouth.
MR. COHN: He was down at Fort Monmouth on a number of

occasions, wag he not, when he was .o dnspector for the

- 8ignal Corps inspection agency?

-MR. COLEMAN: I only have been told that he might hove

been down there 1n the latter half of 1940 for an extended

Zperiod, *nnd I don't knOw of any other occasions

MR. COHN: Were you telling the truth or was Rosenberg?

MR, COLEMAN: I am telling the truth.

MR,COHN: And you say that what Rosenberg said when he

wvas on the stand is untrue, is that right?

MR. COLEMAN: 1 am trying to €xplain it, if you will let
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MR, COHN: I am sorry.

MR. COLEMAN: If you will let ae finish, I am trying
to explain {t.

MR. COEN: I wish you would adiress yourself to that
point.

MR. COLEMAN: I am tryirg to do it. I want to get all
of the facts on the record.

MR. COEN: So do we. And now let us get that point now
of Rosenberg's testimony.

MR. COLEMAN: That is what I anm tryipg to do, <since
that was news to me when I heard 1t{ yestercday. He probab’,
was at Monmouth, aad I have been led to belicve, for ceveral
weeks on orientation, and he was being given orientation as
an ingpector, as many others, hundreds,I think, were, in
the latter half of 1540.

I had been living in Lorg Branch with four other people
for quite some tim=, since 1939, and I had been reasonablf
well kncwn to thesz people and others. He nay have come
into the area and he may have learnad that I was thevre, but
I did not see him. Now, if ke camc, and if he was there
for orientation in the latter half of 1940, I could not
have seen him because I was in Panama frcm July of 1940 to
late November.

MR. COHN: Were you in l'anama in December c¢i 19407

MR. COLEMAN: I returncu in the late 1¢40, and 1 was on
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the 'ly back and I don't know exactly the date I 1anded

a

N

& - might have better 1nfornatlon.

whother it was December or. November 29, or what it was.; You

VIR. COHN: lere you in Panama trou 1940 to 1945 at

-various tines when Rosenberg 8 duties as

a Slgnal Corps in-
spector brought hin to Fort Honmouth? e

Wi

MR. COLEMAN: No, sir.

+~MR. COHN: You were at Fort Monmouth, were you not?

" MR, COLEMAN: I was in Panama from July to late Novem-

“ber 1940,

LY

MR. COHN: Now, your explanation then 18 what Mr. Rosen-

-~ Rosenberg as a person worthy of credibility; I am citing

kim as a person who here had no motive whatsoever to mis-

represent on something that at that time vas at best purely

-~incidental to the issue at hand -- now, your explanation is

'wwell he must have been talking about the fact ‘that he had -

Theard you were down there ~That was not the testimony. The .

" > LR S,
RIS e D R T e N N

ftestlmony was

"Can you give us the names of classmates or yours

i
' j§berg must have said was that he y-iand 1 am,hof oiting Mr. l
g

with whom you had social or business relations after

TR

your graduation?"

e

The first name on the 1igt is Mr. Aaron Coleman,

x

"who,

+

sSubsequent to graduation, I met at Fort Monmouth when I was

wassigned there."
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MR .COLEKAN: I deny tha:. He did not meet me at Fort
Monmoutk.

MR. COHN: Do you deny Lr. Sussman's testirony you we:e
a member of the Young Communist League?

MR. COLERAN: I do.

MR. COHN: ind you say, however, that Mr. Rosenberg
whom you hardly knew asked you to go to a meeting of the
Young Communist Leaguc, and you went to the mceting of the
Young Communist League?

MR. COLEMAN: He was a classmate of mine, and he was
in the same class, mechanical engincering class, and be
worked on me for a number of occasions to try to get me to
go to this meeting.

MR. COHN: How many people were there in that class,
roughly?

MR. COLEMAN: Twenty or thirty.

MR. COHN: How many other people in that class took
you to meetings of that kind?

MR. COLEMAN: None.

MR. COBN: Pardon me.

MR .COLEMAN: None.

MR. COHN: He was the only one?

MR. COLEMAN: Would you permit me to moke an explanation?

MR. COHN: Surely, go ahead.

MR. COLEMAN: It was a rachanical engineering class,
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..and tharefore there probably vere students tron civil engi-~

14 ,763

neering and chenical engineerlng, but he wns an electrical

- -englneering student, and I had kdown hln from a previous class.

.‘ ‘THE CHAIRMAN: lho else ‘was at that Young Communist

? N R
B g ~. neeting? , _f' e |
e éeé? .‘ IR COLEHAN Tbere were 10 or 15 otber people,vhon 1
~ jé? \:eo noi recollect or remember |
:é;i' ,MR.3COHN:. Do you remember lr.}Sussmae?
aF

%

ikt g b R s 5

MR. COLEMAN: I do not remember Mr. Sussman.

.‘.,HR COHN Did you know Rr Sussman was a communist?

Yes..sir° Rosenberg told me

3

IR COLEHAN

‘~Vi’ln COHN He told you Sussman was g communist? R

HR COLEMAN ; Yes, sir.
MR. COHN: Who else did Rosenberg tell you were com-

,”nunlsts?

+~ MR, COLEMAN:

He didn't,tell me of anybody else.

MR, COHN -You were a casual acquaintance of Rosenberg

‘rand you didn

PR
1 't know bim socially and he wa’s lytng when he -7
said be knew you down at Fort Monmouth; but nevertheless ;

he took you to a meeting of the Young Communist League, of

activities that hag they become known he would have been

‘exposed much earlier than he was

» and he trusted you enough

. to take you to a meeting of

the Young Communist League, and

he confided in you as to the name of at least one othor

-POXSQR. Who. WAS.4.-Communist with him; 1s that right? ™
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‘I8 that the fact?

«IR.”COLE!AN: ¥ell, you made about three or four state-

ments.
MR, COHN: .1 would ilke t; know which of those state-

‘ nents ) § have made is 1naccurate and {f any 19. I would 1like

it to be corrected here and now.

.

,i-IR.QCOLEMAN: " ¢ can't'follow you as fasf as you go.
MR. COHN: Let me go very slowly, Youlsay that you

hardly knew MNr. Rosenberg, and you didn't know him socially,

. - and you never had known him socially at all, and he was merely

one of a .number of your classmates. _Is there anything wrong

with that statement?

vﬁflR. COLEHAN:A I knew him at Cit} College, as a classmate.

“ MR. COHN: Justjas k'classmate, & guy who walked in the

¥ .elass andVSaf down?

~MR. COLEMAN: - Well, I knew him in the laboratory class,

and we worked on laboratory equipment together.

- s MR -*COHN: -Don’'t be modest.. Tell us the full extent .
*-ot your association and how

,un. COLEMAN: Well, I would say that I only knew him

.at the College with the exception of this meeting;

% he was a

l% classmate, and I have already defined this fact; and I didn't
é visit his home and he didn't visit mine.

g'_ MR. COHN: Were you a member of his clique at college?

4And would you stay around with him? And would you have

R

:

B fell did you know Rogéhberg? SR L
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lunch with ﬁin? ¥as he your pal at college? |
- MR. COLEMAN: At tho time we were in the laboratory
class, which was eeveral years previoué, I may have had lunch
“wwith him because we were 'in the same squad.
- MR, COHN: I didn't hear the last part.
'MR,-COLEMAN: -We were in the same squad.
MR. COHN: ' How well did you know hiﬁ when you’were in
. that squad?

+

ER. COLEMAN: Well, I don't know what you rean about

“‘how well.

" MR.°COHN: VWere you a close friend of his and did you

~spend your time with him?

- MR, COLEHAN: - At the laborator;, you mean? Because we
wrked together, .1 was withbhiﬁ QQG’I was not a close friend
of his; |

"MR. COHN: Can you explain then, how, if you were not-a

ﬁclose friend of his ’and your acquaintance was as casual as

Hgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁggkggxhgggﬁmﬁm%¢@”¢$§ﬁaﬁﬁ&5 il lﬂfﬁﬂi;ﬁfﬁfﬂf’iffﬁi7ﬁ5”)?§f?i?fifﬁfrﬁ'

f,ynn .seek to make tt here “how 1t was that Rosenberg not only

Lg’ 4 %  took you to a secret meeting of the Young Communist League,

'
-<}g£:g§ -<but confided in you as to the name of at least one other
ﬁ - person who was a communist?

(Witness conferred with his counsel)

MR. COLEMAN: As far as I know, it was not a secret

meeting.

&

: C R il e
P § .

MR, COHN: Was it an ¢ open meeting? Was 1t advertised?
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MR. COLEMAN: It was not advertised.
MR. COEN: dere you introduced to the ptber people at
- the meeting? .

MR, COLEMAN: No, sir.

" MR, COHN:‘ Were pames given?

.IB COLEMAN: No.

MR, COEHN: Would you call it an open meeting?

" MR, COLEMAN: I walked into the meeting while it was
in progress, as far as 1 iemember, and I walked out wkile
it was still 1in progress.

_MR. COHN: Was Rosenberg at the meeting?
- MR, COLEMAN Yes, sir.
MR . COHN:' And he had asked you to come?
-~ MR . COLEMAN: Yes, sir, he had tried to get me to
come, and I finally agreéd.‘
ﬁR. COHN: He had tried to get you to come? On how
many occasions did he try to get you to come?
| 5HR. COLEMAN: I don t remember . . '._ | . :
£ MR ZCOHN § %Give ﬁs ﬁn ﬁppio#imatioﬂ. B
MR, COLEMAN: Several. ¥That is the best I can remember
today.
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr., Coleman, at the time of the Rosenberg\
" trial there was raised a question whether or not Rosenberg
was a communist, and I assume you read in the paper about
that trial. And did you ever inform the Justice Department

NS IPI S E TS R R

jor the FBI that you - Rosenberg had been a communist
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and he had been soliciting you to join the party?

MR. COLEMAN: Voluntarily, mo, sir, I did not. I in-
formed them when they asked me.

THE CHAIRKAN: In other words, when they were investigat-
ing you, then you told thenm?

MR. COLEMAN: I don't know whether they were investigat-
ing me or anyone else. They asked me to sign a statement

about Rosenberg.

MR. COHN: On what interview by the FBI was that? You
were interviewed thkree times, weren't you?
MR. COLEMAN: I don't remember how many times.
MR. COHN: It was more than once? |
<
MR. COLEMAN: Yes.
MR. COHN: Did you 11 the FBI the full story the first
time?
MR, COLEMAN: I don't think I did.
MR. COHN: No, you didn't. You don't seem to have told
anybody the full story the first occasion. Why didn't you
tell the FBI the full story at the first occasion?
MR. COLEMAN: I don't remember why I didn't tell them,
but I did tell --
MR. COHN: Didn't you think it was a pretty important
issue? This is a man who was arrested for conspiracy to
steal atom secrets and commit espionage against this country,

;

and the FBI was interviewing people who might be in a position
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to give 1t information which the govermment could use at

¢

the trial to Support the indictment of the grand Jury. Don‘'t
You think it wag 3 pretty important thicg for you to give
full information as to that at that time?

(Witneas conferred with his counsel)

MR. COLEMAN: They asked me primarily whether or not
he was a communist, gnd they asked me how I knew, and I
told the£ he had told Be, and I signed a statement for then.

MR. COHN: Did you tell them that he had taken you to
& meeting of the Young Communist League?

MR. COLEMAN : No, I did not on that occasion. ] told
gien on the second occasion.

MR. COHN: Mr. Coleman, you Were a high official then
of t%g Evans Signal Laboratory, a man in an extremely sensi-
étvé position, and You were being questioned about another
man who had worked for the Signal Corps, a man who then was
up on the most serious charges 1in the history of the countri.
And don't you think you owed an obligation to the FBI to dis-
close to them that this man had taken you, solicited you
to become a communist, and had actually taken you to this
meeting of the Young Communist League?

MR. COLEMAN: [ told them whatever information 19:1:}
asked me about,

MR. COIIN: And nothing more, ig that right?

MR. COLEMAN: | gathered they were pPrimarily interested




‘MR, COBN: 1g that down at Monmouth?

MR. COLRMAN: Yes, etr.
IR. COHN : Ie he e-ployed there now?
) ): 9 COLBIAN" Yes.
"~ MR, COHN:; It he nade reporte ooncerning aosenberg being
R conmunist prior to the tine Rosenberg was retalned for § |
;years by the Signal Corpe 1 think we ought to know the name
of the person to whom he made that report
~ . MR, COLEIAN: I an aorry, you mislnterpreted me. I
‘{;} daid not say he reported tbat Rosenbere vas a conmunist .This
‘fk;nan vas not a classmate of mine. Whether I nenttoned Rosen-
ﬁ‘berg'n name or mot I don 't recollect and 1f I.did, I don't
know if it would mean anything to the fellow, 1 did say I
;t-had gone to one meeting and this was 1n 1939 or early 1940,
. THE CHAIRMAN You say Tepper reported that to G-27?
" MR, COLEMAN: . Yes, sir,.
..'ms CHAIRMAN: Did he tell you he reported it to G-2? ,
IR COLEMAN No he did not, not until recently
TBEACHAIRMAN You didn't know he reported that until
§ recently? |
MR. COLEMAN: I didn't know that he had reported it.
THE CHAIRMAN: How did you learn that he had reported
that?

(Witness conforred with his counsel)

P

MR. COLEMAN: How did I learn that he had reported 1t? -

b o cih e e
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" THE CHAIRMAN: Yes.

MR. COLEMAN: Be told me.

- THE CHAIRMAN: .-When did he tell you?
MR, COLEIAN:Y Several veeks ago.

\_'THE;CBAIRHAN:; Thnt is the first tine you knew about it?

It is the tirst time I knew that he bad

told them and I knev.thnt either Naval Intelligence or the
.FBI knew tht I had

attended a meeting of the Young Communist

League, and they knew that in 1943, at the tine I was apply-

i

s
fﬁ
%% ng for my Iarine Corps Commission
; -

urnz CHAIRMAN : mGetting back to the FBI report, they in-

terviewed you durins the prosecution of Rosenberx. that 13,

" MR, COLEMAN You nean vhen the trial wag actually on?

Before the trial, 1 believe

:I
E
. &
&

é  THE CHAIRMAN:
4
-%

o‘

After his arrest and indictment?

IR.WCOLEHAN: -After his arrest, that ig the best I can

place it

~‘$- THE CHAIRHAN‘ ﬁngﬁghey_came/fe nee‘yonrthree times?

HR COLEMAN :

‘I don't remember how many times they

came to see me; 1t was more thap once.

THE CHAIRMAN:

wﬁﬁﬂwwﬁwglbéwﬁwgmq%

- Do you recall that the first time they

n *r’ﬁu!

came they asked you whether you belonged to the Young Com-

3. wmunist League or whether You had ever attended any meetings

and that you sald, "no," you had not?

. . - -n
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MR. COLEMAN: I have no recollection of such questions.

MR. COHN: Mr. Coleman, the fect is when the FBI went to

you the first time, you did not tell them that you had at-

tended this meeting of the Young Communist League with
Rosenberg?

MR. COLEMAN: That is right.

MR. COBN: And the fact is that at the time you did not
tell them that, you knew it in your own mind?

MR. COLEMAN: And I also knew that they knew it, too.

MR. COHN: ’lhy didn't you tell them?

MR. COLEMAN: They didn't ask me, and I didn't know
whether it was important or not. But I knew that theyknew
I had attended the meeting.

MR. COHN: How did you know?

MR. COLEMAN: Because I had been told that the Naval
Intelligence people when investigating me for a commission
asked whether or not I had attended a meeting.

MR. COHN: By whom had you been told that?

MR. COLEMAN: I was told that by Mr. Okun.

MR. COHN: When did he tell you that?

MR. COLEMAN: I believe he told it to me in 1943 or
thereabouts. Now I knew that they knew I had attended a
meeting.

MR. COHN: But you felt the thing should just not be

wmentioned out there?
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MR. COLEMAN: I didn't know whether it was important
or not, and I didn't volunteer the information;when they
asked me further, I told them the details.
MR. COHN: The whole purpose of them going to you was

concerning getting information concerning Rosenberg's com-

munist activities, and you say you didn't tell them that

¥ S

Rosenberg had taken you to this meeting of the Young Com-
munits League?
MR. COLEMAN: Or the Yirst occasion, no; I told them

be was a communist and I signed a statement to that effect.

ok Yol | 4 yﬁﬂ.ﬂ‘@,w

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to get back, Mr. Coleman,
to this question of how you removed the secret and other
classified material from the laboratories. It was your

testimony this morning that on some occasions you did not

‘
w
4

sign out for the material, is that right? f

MR. COLEMAN: To the best of my recollection, I may

have used this pass without signing a "whiz" pass.

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to read to you from your testimony

taken in executive session on October 22. First let me ask
you this question: You say that on each occasion you showed
the classified material to the guard?

MR. COLEMAN: I don't know whether the guard examined te
material every time; sometimes they were not interested in

examining the material, and they only wanted to see the pass.

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you ever carry it under your coat?
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You are trying.t; Pin me down, and my memory isn't that good.
‘] think 4f I did tell,jou how many occasions, you would

bave good reason to suspect my veracity, and I don't remember
how many occasions. I tﬁtnk there were 8 few, and perhaps
many. o , -

 PTHB CBAIRIAN' " You think there were a few, and maybe

" ..'MR. COLEMAN: :I don®t know how many.

"<MR. COHN: Ir.ECOIeman, I have one or two questions,

Can you give us any idea as to what you had in .the nature

3 %;ot classified docuuents in your apartment when Mr. Harry

S8achs, whom you thought to be a COmmunist, was living with you?

um.«-p-h A -
i

““MR. COLEMAN: I do not remember and I don"t know 1f I

.o

had any documents at that time. - I saig before, I had sus-

picions of his opinions just before I went into the Marine

Corps.

MR. COHN: Was Mr. Sachs living with you at that time?

- v=MR. COLEMAN: “At the exact date I went to the Marine = |

.*Corps? e

; S s S IR
P S Sdetand N . - . -

MR, -CGHN: At the point when you had suspicions,

“MR. ‘COLEMAN: Yes, sir,

-MR. COHN:

Let me ask you this: Did Sobell know

Rosenberg at City College?

MR. COLEMAN: I believe he did.

MR, COHN: Did he know him well?

B S T o AP P e S T )
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MR. COLEMAK: -I don't know. 1 don't think 8o, in so

- far ae i‘knev-”

MR, COHN: Did you ever see then together?
4 )

1 COLEIAN And I have evidence to 1nd1cate why I , j

thought eo..

e aaad a wan

.;nn. COﬂﬁ.e Did you ever see them togetber?

~ MR. COLEﬁAN I may have, and I don't remember.
'le. COHN : 'You have no recollection of ever having
:, gseen them together? ’W A

: “¥MR. coLEHAN: I don't Bay that. ) don’tiremember, and I {
:jidon't recall them as being particularly close friends. |

wemz coHN “.Would you say that you recall Sobell as

3B veing as friendly with Rosenberg as you were with Rosenberg?

What 1s your recollection on that?

"+ MR. COLEMAN: My recollection of him is that he wasn’t
'V'parficularly friendly with Rosenberg, and 1 have no other

2 vidence to the" contrary, ‘and I never associated his name

3
Cm e - e

**"ﬁ7¥32‘ﬁ!1th Rosenborg particularly, o

HR COHN --How about Sussman, did he know Sobell?

MR. COLEMAN: I didn't associate Sussman with Sobell,

. and I associated him with Rosenberg.

MR. COHN: You didn°’t know whether Sussman knew Sobell?

1;‘ ua . COLEMAN : NO L)

MR, COHN: I want to ask you thie question here -- by

vny7“fs*there“inything else you £2id or this recommendation-

v — ~— Werep—
] i
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you gave to Nr. Bobell? And when was that, by the way? When

did you give lr._Bobell this recommendation to the First

Army?
.,,?'R' COLElax: I didynot give Mr. Sobell a recommendation.
MR. COHN: - D1d you tell them that thoy shouldn't employ
him; that he was an nsspc;nte of Julius Rosenbefgé
““MR. COLEMAN: I didn't know that, anabl d1dn't say

Q;'~f»3”r “that. -I said only what I knew at the time, and I don‘t ‘

-'5 *i. . remember what I said, but it was not unfavorable, since 1
. --had no unfavorable or derogatory information against him.
’Be}'as working on élasslfied work and he had been, and I
xgééﬁmed he was 311 r1ght. and»; knéw nothing éise about him.

= MR, COHN: You gave him a favorable reference, did you

not?
'HR._COLEEAN:.‘I éon't‘remember what it was, but it was

- not derogatory. |
égw};; T MR, COHN: It was not derogatory?

~ ‘MR, COLEMAN: No, sir.

% MR, COHN: When was that? . ° - 77 0 o

COLEMAN: It was 1946 or 1947.

MR. COHN: He applied for the job ir 1947 and gave your

Soiimanncral - ARG € iadlnsuht Siaadi dorte dustensEn i s st et L coukaesn . ARRANRERGRANEMEIEREY o0 a0 og MO

MR. COLEMAN: Then it was in 1947.

Sometime in 1947. I assume it was sometime

M., COHN:

-thereafter,

- s ) a— P o Canw DAy R L L T R AP LE SNeON “ P ST RN
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'«;«;xll au I remember about the 4dncident. At the -onent I told
*&hm I ‘had documenta in w home, ‘bang, dovnstairs I went for
‘ *4unth18 vaiver.‘aThis is . the only recollection I have of it.
~ tslf you vaut to get sone nore out of,it, you can't get

?fait*ihile I am conscious.

. ,yln aco -F«what is that? ~!7£

mth COLEHAN ~WYou'w111 have to*do aomething more. .This

'zfais all -l remember.
R HB ’COHN *Can you give us any more of your recol-
*1ection of your -association with Rosenberg, which was close
‘ «&hanough s0 that he not.only took you ‘to this meeting of
4sthe Young Communist League, but was confiding 1n you the

ﬂeadentity of at least one other person who was a member of the

4?@i¢ommunist movement?

»%§IR.~COLEMAN:_eAt'that time, :that wasn't considefed very
: ;Quuuch'of apuonfidence.*%ihey were very open about it, and
+=z4hey called themselves the Young Communist League and they
;77esdidn't Bide. |
:ﬁ%km" ‘flR COHN ﬁmhenugive us the names'of some ‘other people"
| EQbesides Rosenberg, who is dead, and Sussman, who hae come
=rforward and admitted the charge and named themselves.
MR, COLEMAN: -This is the only two people I knew at
athat time, and I explained to you the circumstances why it

+»WAS8 only those two people. Senator ucCarthy questioned it

ﬁdn executive aession, and I tried to give him an explanation

FSUNUBSINGE OO VR 0 S S
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. wn ‘=00LEIIAN. L’l‘he iirat time I knew was when you peoele

",.f.-f. m&told me at executive eeeeton that he was cooperating with

“ m.::you, and Iﬂ.old you then tbat I was testifying under oath,
uiiund X was lell aware of 1t, nnd I aaid that the ﬂret time I

~m‘!‘kne\v that 8ussman vas cooperating with the Government was .

‘ :aeaélt that time.

~ : W

ullR.‘:COHN -»D1d you tell the PBI about 8usaman at the

~ nmﬁrst 1nterview? N T

-"&IR OOLEMAN J don't remember when ) { told them.

R ﬁ;’“IR COHN mYou kno' you didn't tell them at the f:lret
r‘«,“1'.’$l:lut;erv1ev:? : . | |

WR COLEHAN S | don't remember

”:.‘}IR “COHN : ‘Did the FBI mention Sussman to you at the

c-98irst interview?

y-r;f*.»lR ‘COLEMAN'- X don°t recall. X know I told them, ‘and
wthey asked me at some time, 'in one of those 1nterv1ews, who
H_;g“rw-*?i thought ‘were Communists 1n the C1ty College class, and b ¢
‘jfmtold Ahem au 1 knew. - - Lo p

q»lR OOHN Namely, Roeenberg and Sussman?

- "MR, “COLEMAN: That is right.

-~ MR, COBN: :Is that right?

“:MR. COLEMAN: That is right.

~~2MR, COHN: --And that was not -- or you can’t tell us

~whether or not that was at the first interview?

<ol - COLEMAN : ~That-1is right .-




~.;p.lR COHN' But you are suro nt the tlrat lntervle' you
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*skdld not tell then that nosonberg had tnken you to a neeting
-mot the Young Comnun:lat I.engue? )

. MR, OOLEHAN *That 19 right

SN

s MR, COEN° Yon are nure of that?

LA - E

A MR, COLEIAN That 1s rlght

RN L YVL -

’fﬁgnn.rCOHN .I have nothing further

‘?THE CHAIRMAN ~Let me see if I have this correctly 1n

fwmind lr.«Coleman,ﬂyou were handling Secret material at
aﬂrort lonmouth ano iou knew that Rosenberg was a Communiat
éF nnasnd Sussman was a Communist..wbid it ever occur to you
k.Jw;gthat you perhaps should ‘on your own, drop : note to the
QEFBI or ca11 them up and tell them that you knew both of thoael
© . =kmen Were Communists? 1 -an curious to know why ‘you waited
.-muuntll along in 1950 ror whenever 1t was that Rosenberg was up
ewﬂ&or trial when they came to you and questioned you, ‘and they
%%had to come back three times to get the complete story - wby

xmggou waited until that time syou Y man who was handling

‘N*hxa¢§§§Secret and Top Secret mntexial.’ .o

HR ‘COLEMAN 1 did not know Rosenberg was'iorking for

~:the Government, and I didn’t know anything about Sussman

:»Oor Rosenberg, where they were or what they were doing.

~-THE CHAIRMAN: VWhen he was arrested, why did you not

w=contact the FBI and say, "I can give you some information

~-~on this man"?

. .
o s AP
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@ir.ecreen, and you night want to hear that betore you nake
a.& ..?;V\‘_,.%_: - ﬁ, -~ - .’ Lo 7,"";; ER TR oo _- .ﬁ-';(—' L -

] g,a conent ,
‘! t::.slr. Chairmanpas 1 understnnd .tron 'hat you said yester-

¢ -

vzizday,-vhat ve are reterring to the Depa!‘tﬂent Of Justice --

eﬁiirst of all on the matter of the ialse statement nade to ST

e .v‘f' ‘\'7' -

. . “‘%Ir meid in 1946 *‘that is f»the sxienial of possession of these B

§

evh'doounents in his home, awhich gturned out to .be nn untruthiul S

A .

a@denial *according to llr. Reid's testimony, ~that vxould be

ﬁ‘ﬁbarred by the statute of limitations and xheretore we were

“fa;unot going to refer that weven though ii not .barred it would '

" -

a’z‘nbe a :talse statement 4n .a matter pending before a Government

oo S s MR Tgew s S i

aeaeagency . S e

LNt M AR T - ~_;' - o '»’ | . :

:mﬂowever ’ .ve were going to refer zaccording to what you
maid No 1 a:the question of inlse statements made to the
v—&?ederal .Bureau of Investigation in the :tirst interview.

* -v, amnd -tailure to disclose ﬂn response to questions, ciniornation

et Rt

’ mOncerning the Young Communiet League activities of Rosenberg

T

'xgsnd of himself 7 , C T e

MO. 2 the direct contradiction in testimony concerning ' {

menbership by Mr. .Coleman in the YCL, in view of the sworn

-qeBtatement of Mr. Sussman yesterday.

~And, No. 3, the direct contradictions in testimony

~-sconcerning the extent of the association between Mr. Coleman

w#and Julius Rosenberg.

. @hat still leaves open the question of the Sobell matter



o -

1n the recomnendatlons given by

;vmnnd the statenents nade

ﬂr.wSobell and ve have not seen an original

“*Ir Coleman for
m:ecopy of sut yet. Gy
“Cohn dunleee you have

*the record at thia time would

W caAmm siwr a 1iving witness

4&on the aosenberg associntion
rove any point?

nt of Justice 18

amxnotabe such that«you.could )

ﬁv‘;ln. ~COHN. .n;l :nss\me that ¢the Departme

vwénot going to determine that merely on the record we send them.

4ﬂﬁmhey are going toatake that a8 & gtart -and, +with the aid ot

gation spuild from there
e. completed a full inveetigation '

and determine'vhat

: m&hu ¥BI d.nvesti

) fﬁﬁgthe tacts are iﬁlhen1they ‘hav

i skand talked to a11 of:the people,-tbey vtll present the untter

. afato the grand Jury !or a!determination.

Aﬁ!o answer yourusmat queetion Mr. Chairman, ‘we do have

'ESIr.iBhoiket and Mr. ’Sevitsky, 1ho are also named a8 members

. .#%of the Young Communlst veague -by Mr. zBussman yesterday
15 bere,ebut I,assume we . can't reach bim

N ~w§q-¢h1nk ‘Mr. ﬁShoiket

PR *and 1 kno‘ there 1e some more

”5”%g£1b18“orn1ng material we want

ixh

Ato go over with him in executive gession. ¥May he appear in

- executive seseion 4n Room 357 at 8:00 o'clook this afternoon,

r.*Sevitsky be heard in open sesslon

.- and may Mr.:Bhoiket and M

.~ tOmOrr oW morning?

wseTHE CHAIRMAN: :And, Mr. Green, 1 assume that your client

~will want to be here to hear all of the testimony concerning

he is not being ordered

s e .
2 - AL LT TR e

?~h1m. e does uot have to be here and
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