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1 THE FOREIGN SERVICE

’ |

. I.merican' Enbasay
2 NB«B France oo oo

It is noted 't.hat the foregoing may have some¢ connecli
. the invitation reported to have been extended to_J n Switzer—
e.t .

S

”_g.nd,, as set forth in paragraph 2, page 2, of reB 1 .
it

: . The Bureau will also note that instant attachment confima .
‘elong general lines information set forth in reBulet to the effect-a -
that the Prench Comwniat Party is planning to use the Rosenberg Case *
as a focel point in its ca.mpaign to divide t.he U s. from its Buropean -
allies, " ) o “r
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~~FEDERAL ‘_B)UREAU OF INVESTIGATION

RRFORT MADE AT ' DATE WHEN | PERIOD FOR WHIGH MADE REPORT MADE BY N

- 7 WMADE S _ . ;
| _wAsHINGTON, D.7C. !!I! 24 1953| 6/8-25/53 | HOWARD FLETCHER, JR. ‘jas"
TITLK ) . . CHARACTER OF CASK e .

JULIUS ROSENBERG, et al ESPIONAGE - R

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Records of US Supreme Court » Washington, D.C., Vi

- - reflect petition for writ of certioreri filed on 3{‘_?10/53/', : ”’j"“'

in behalf of subjects based on talleged perur:< test ony, ./

L VILLIAM PERL's indictment, trial and pre-trial publicity, .
) _ end atomlc bomb !secret” classifigation. Motion to flle >

LY amicus curise brief filed by National Lewyers Guild on L 10/53

A and by JOSEPE BRAININ, et al, wn 4/17/53.  All of these actions

7l denied by court on 5/25/53, Applicstion for stay of execution °

ﬂ filed 6&2/53. Re-hearing petition end stay both denied 6/15/53,

Motlon to flle original writ of habeas corpus filed snd denied. .

6/15/53, Two epplications for stay of execution, one by the

ROSENBERG's 'attorneys, the other by FYKE FARMER, made to . - *

Justice DOUGLAS on 6/16/53. Application for stay filed by v

FARMER granted by Justice Douglas on 6/17/53, Application °

to convene court and special term filed by Justice lepartment

on 6/17/53, and court met in special term 6/18/53. Order of

L Justice DOUGLAS granting stay of execution vacated-on 6/19/53,

re: £ .

v

M s - U - 1 THRORMATION CONTATNED

o R o 24 AT E Yl
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. DATE

The records of the U.S. Supreme Court, Washington,
R#C., were examined and reflected that on March 30, 1953, a

petition for a writ of certiorari-was filed with this court °
by EMA CH and JOHN FeFINERTY as counsel for JULIUS
end ETHEL (#OSENBZRG. This petition wes based on the following:

PPRCIAL AGENT . ¢
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. - 1, Perjure& tespl ony
. el .

;- e sketch prepared by DAVID .
REENGLASS: and his explanation of the same witt his eacrip-
- [»)

component elements, their actions, and inner
actlons were fslse,

b, BEN SCHNEIDER, a photographer, when he testified
on March 27, 1951, said that he had made & positive identifica-
tion of the passport photographs of JULIUS and ETHEI ROSENBERG
when he was firat shown these photographs on the morning of
Mazégcgé, lzg%r He alac testified that the last time he had
seén |JULIUS WOSENBERG was when he delivered the pletures to
them, however, the records show that SCHNEIDER hsd visited
the courtroom with FBI agents on the preceding day, March 26,
1953, to secure his uncertain ldentification of the ROSENBERGS
made earller that morning., ,

¢. DAVID GREENGLASS's confession that he 4id not con-
sciously withhold any fects from FBI agents on the night of
his apprehension, June 15, 1950, and that he had not told his
attorney, O. JOEN ROGZE, to fight the case,

2. The history of the WILLIAM PERL indictment record,
a scandalous defilement of the administrstion of Justice by
officlals entrusted with the grave responsibility of prosecu-~
tion. o

3. The unprecedented volume of pre-triasl snd trial
publicity of the newspaper caused and stimnlated by the
prosecutive officials made it impossible to select jurors
who had escaped the hostile influence by the press. This
inform=tion furnished to the press: 1) affimm the guilt of
the ROSENBERGS; 2)disclose evidence which they intended to use
at the trial, ss well as alleged evidence never produced at
the trial; 3)asserted that they were Communists snd that the
1deologlical tie was the motivation for their crime; 4) con-
nected them with FUCHS and other confessed spies and acknow-
ledged Communists, whom, it wss seid, with them were solely
responsible for the Soviet's development of the atom bomb,

L. The atom bomb "secret" was, in fact, not a
secret but wldely known and pudblished throughout the world.

on April 10, 1953, the Natlonal Lawyers Guild filed
a motion for leave to file a brief as amicus curiame at the
Supreme Court in behalf of JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG.
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The purpose in filing the brief was:; "the question may be stated
as follows: Is a new rule of law required to satisfy the Sixth
Amendment requirement of due processes in the light of the.
development and impact of the means of mass communication,  the
press, the radio and television upon legal proceedings.,"

This motion was submitted by EARL B. DICKZRSON, 3501 South
Parkway, Chicego, I1llinols, end OSMOND K. FRAENKEL, 120

Broadway, New York, New York, as counsel.

| . possh 2L,
On April 17, 1953,‘£9§§E§£§gglﬂlﬂland others filed .
On May 25,

a motion for leave %o flle a brief’as amicus curiae.
.1953, the motion of the National Lawyers Guild and JOSEPH
BRAININ, et al, to flle a brief as amicus curiase was denied
. by the U.3. Supreme Court, The Court also vecated the U.S.
Court of Appeals stay of execution which had been granted
by that court on February 17, 1953. On this same day, May
25, 1953, the Court alsc denied the petition for writ of
cartiorar]l which had been filed by the attorneys for the
ROSENBERGS on March 30, 1953.

On May 26, 1953, EMANUEL H. BLOCH in behalf of JULIUS
and ETHEL ROSENBERG filed an application for an order: (1)
staying the issuance of the order of the Supreme Court, dated
May 25, 1953, denying the petition for a writ of certiorari;
(2) and staying the order.of the Supreme Court vacating the
atay of executlon of the ROSENBERGS granted by the Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Second Circult until, and including,
the ninth day of June, 1953, the time limited for the filing -
of a petition for re-hearing of the order of the Court of
May 25, 1953, and,upon the filing of such petition, until
this new petition is acted upon by the' Supreme Court. The
application for this stay reflected thet the grounds for the
re-hesring of the writ of certlorari, just acted upon by
the Supreme Court would be based on the i1cirowing grounds:
1) a sericus question effecting the falr administration of
Federal Justlice has come to light by reasson of circumstances
occurring since the filing of the petition for writ of certiorari.
The interviewing circumstance was revealed by the teatimony
elicited in the trial of the United States versus PERL, U.S.
District Court, Southern District of New York, May 18-22, 1953;
2) the courts below misconceived and misconstrued the facts
{and their importance) alleged by the getitioners in paragraph
21 and 22 of theilr application under 28 USC 82255, As a con-
sequence the declsion of the lower courts are, in effect, the
interpretation of rule 52 of the Rules of Federal Criminal
- Prodecure which are probably in confiict with the decisions
of the Supreme Court, At least one of the judges of the Supreme

-3 -
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Cqurt in relterating the expression of his opinion on the.
petition for writ of certiorarl seemingly relied on the fact
that the Court of Appeals expressly stated that it had
scrutinized the record with extreme cave, This assumption
falled to take cognizance of the fact that one of the princlpsal
points of the petition just denled is thet thke court below
neither acknowledged, recognized, nor treated with the petl-
tioners major allegation of perjurd by DAVID GREENGLASS with
respect to hls incapability to have produced in 1945 or re-
produced in 1951 cross sectlons of the Nagasaki atom bomb -

snd 8 twelve-page explanation. (lj) The sentence) of death
imposed on JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENRERG are illegal for the
reason thet the sentences were in sxcess of the maximum allowed
by law which provided a maximum imprisonment of 20 years for
the offense of which the ROSENRERGS were convicted.

This application for & stay was denled on this same .
day. At the time of deny this order which was done by A
Chief Justice FRED M, VIN , he pointed out that the period
allowed to file a petition for re-hearing would explre befors -
the time of the execution of the ROSEN3ERGS, On June 9,
1953, EMANUEL H. BLOCH end JOHN F. FINERTY filed a petition -
for re~hearing in behalf of JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG. The
petitiormers clalmed thet data developed on triesl of one WILLIAM
PERL, District Court, Southern District of New York, which
occurred after the f£iling of their petition of writ of certiorari
showing that the officials of the United States purged themselves.
The second point made by -the petitloners was that DAVID GREENGLASS's
testimony concerning the lens molds and-the Nagasaskl atcm bombd
was purgerous and that the Government knew 1% to be so.

On June 12, 1953, ROBERT L. STERN, Acting Solicltor
General of the Department of Justice, filed a memorandum in
opposition to Petition for Re-hearing:’ On this same day.
attorneys BLOCH and FINERTY filed an application of stay of
execution for the ROSENBERGS based on their applicatlon for
petition for re-hearing, which had been filed on Jure 9. This
application for stay was flled and referred to the Cburt as a
whole by Justice JACKSON, On June 15, 1953, the petvition for
' pe-hearing and the application for stay filed June 12, 1953, were
denied by the Court, '

After the application for s stay of execution and
petition for re-hearing were denied by the Court, a motion
for leave to file a petition for orig.usl writ of habeas
corpus on behalf of JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG was filed.with
the Supreme Court by their counsel, This original writ of
habeas corpus aslleged thrt conviction and sentence of desth
were without due processes of law and violaticon of the Fifth

S
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Amendment. The petition reasoned that the conviction was
cbtelned by presentation of perjured testimony that must have
been and was known to the prosecuting attorney to be perjured
at the time 1t was offered. The petltion was particulsrly
dlrected at the perjured testimony of DAVID GRZENGLASS and
especlally to his testimony in connection with impounded Govern-
ment exhibit #8 (cross section of the Kagasakl atom bomb) and
his untranscribed testimony relating thereto, It was assumed
that 1f his testimony in connection witn this exhibit was

per jured, thrt his entire testimony would be impeached. The
petition reflected that the only evidence that the ROSENSERGS
transmitted the secret of the atomic bomb'was the perjured
testimony of GRAENILASS. The pebitlion slso reflected that .
even 1f such testimény were true, there was nc evidence that
the ROSEN3ERGS ever transmitted 1t to the Soviets or any
Sovlet agent. The counsel for the defense claimed thsi the
Government introduced GREENGLASS's testimony as to exhibit

#8, 1% knew such testimony was untrue and suspected it was
perjured, )

The Supreme Court took the petitlion for writ of
habeas corpus under consideratlon. '

The Court met in special term at 3:15 F.M,, June
15, 1953, pursuant to a call by the Chief Justice having the
approval of all the justices, sll of the nine justices being
present, The court at this time ruled thast the motion for
leave to flle petition for sn original writ of habeas corpus
was denied, Justice JACKSON disaented. Justice FRANKFURTER .
advised "the disposition of an spplication to this court for
g writ of habeas corpus is soc rarely.to be made by this court
directly that Congress has given the court asutherity to trans-
fer such an application %o an eppropriate District court, I
do not favor such a disposition of this applicetion because the
substance of the allegations now made has slready been con-
sidered by the District Court, Southern District of New York,
and, on review by the Court of Appeals for the Second Circult,
Neither can I Jjoin the court in denylng this application with-
out more, I would set the applicatlon down for hearing before
the full court tomorrow forenoon., Oral arguments frequently
has a force beyond what the written word conveys,"”

» Agter the court adjourned on the afterncon ofi .
June 15, 1953, the defense couns was ;grant a conference
s ’ pfﬂ" Ei %C“E

. Jwith Justice DOUGLAS. Mr, FYKS*FARMER & DANIEL C..
. N ARSHALL, attorneys for ons~EDELMAN, who d's&yibed himself
- LF?E:’ as "next friend” of the ROIENBERGS WJZﬁiélgbnin the conference,
(& They conferred with Justice DOUGLAS from 5:15 to 6:30 P.M.

when it was adjourned until 10 A.M. the next day., Justice
DOUGLAS on June 17 denied the spplication for a stay of execu-
tilon filed by the ROSENBERG's attorney but grsnted an application
'0f stay flled by FYKE FARMER.

e e e o — -
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: Actlng Sollcitor General ROBERT L. STERN, on June
17, 1953, requested that the Chief Justice re-convene the
UJS. Supreme Court in Specisl Term to consider the applicetion
of the Attorney General to (1) review the stay of executlion
of JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG granted by Justices DOUGLAS on
June 17, 1953, or (2) for reconsideration and reaffirmance
of the Court's order of Jume 15, 1953, which denied the stay
of execution of the ROSENBERGS. '

Rl

=
o
-

On June 18, 1953, the Court re-convened in special
term with the approval of all associate Justices with the
exception of Justice BLACK. On this day arguments on the
metion of the Attorney General was commenced by Acting
Scllcitor General STERN in support of his motion: continued
by DANIEL C. MARSHALL, pro hac vice, by special leave of the
Court on motion of EMANUEL H. BLOCH in that behelf; by Mr,
EMANUEL H. BLOCH; by JOHN F. FINERTY; by FYKE PARMER, in
opposition thereto; and was concluded by Acting Solicitor
General STERN. '

On June 19, 19%3, the Court ruled that the motion

of the petitioners for a further stay of execution ig denied.
/Ruling on the motion for stay pointed out that the 8

stated was that the sentence may be governed by the Atomic -
Energy Act of August 1, 1946, instead of the earlier Es icnage
Act. The crime here involved was commenced June 6, l9hﬁ.
This was more than two years before the Atomic Energy Act was
passed. All overt acts relating to atomlc energy on which
the Government relied took place as early as January, 1945,
The Constitution prohibits the passing of any ex post fsacto
sct. If Congress had tried in 1S4t to make transactions
of 194}, and 1945 offenses, we would have besn obliged to
set such an ect aside, The last psrsgreph of the opinion
which was written by Justice JACKSCN read as follows:

Vacating this stay is not to be construed as
indorsing the wisdom or the appropriateness to this case of
the death sentence, That sentence, however, is permitted
by law and, &8 was previously pointed out, is therefore
not withln thls Court's power to revision.

In the presence of the writer, EMANUEL BLOCH requested
the Solicitor Genersl later thst day on June 16, 1952, to
request an appointment for him to see the Attorney Genéral
and requested that the Attorney General intercede in hia
behalf of the clemency for the ROSENBERGS. He based his
reason for making such a request on the last paragraph.
of the opinion of the Court. The Attorney Genersl denied

-b -
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the request of Mr. BLOCH.

At 2:25 P.M, on June 19, a copy of the order of .
the Court vacating the stay of execution granted by Justice
. DOUGLAS was dellvered to Special Agents WILLIAM E, DALY
and WILLIAM W. DUKES for transmittel to Sing Sing Prison.
Coples of this order were delivered to SA RICHARD MiNﬂHAN
at Ossining, New York, at 4:08 P.M., June 19, 1953.

L.

After Mr. BLOCH was refused an asudience with the
Attorney General, he proceeded to the White House and
endeavored to persornally see the President, According to
Mr. E. E., ELLIS, U.S. Secret Service, White House, Mr,
SLCCH was advised by the guard on duty at the west gate
of the White House that he could not see the President
unless he had an appointment, Mr. BLOCE stated that he
did not have an appointment although he had requested one.

The guard did not admit Mr, BLOCH to the executive offices
of the President,
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IF WE DIE

4y ETHEL ROSENBERG

-

You shall know, my sons, shall know
why we leave the song unsung,

the book unread, the work undone
Lo rest beneath the sod.

e

i o .
. 3

Motrn no more, my s0ns, 10 more
why the lies and smears were framed,
the tears we shed, the hurt we bore
to all shall be proclaimed.

Earth shall smile, my sons, shall smile
and green above our resting place,
the killing end, the world rejoice

in brotherhood and peace.

Work and busld, my sons, and build
& monument to love and joy,

to human worth, to faith we kept
for you, my sons, for you.
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THE ROSENBERGS

In the Death House

“I am sealed in the grey walls of this prison as if in a tomb,
I am alone in an entire building except for the matron who
guards me. | see no other human being from morning to night
and from night to morning. I have no occupation other than
to sit immured in the aching soundlessness of my narrow cell.
I have no recreation other than to walk on a bare patch of
ground surrounded by walls so high that my only view is a
patch of sky. Sometimes I can see an airplane passing by;
sometimes a few birds; sometimes I hear the noisc of a train
in the distance. Otherwise, there is always a deadly silence.”

This is how Ethel Rosenberg described her life at Sing
Sing in a petition for removal from the Death House pending
an appeal. Julius Rosenberg is in the men's cell block which
has a separate courtyard for the fifteen-minute exercise periods
permitted each prisonet twice a day. Prison dress is the usual
drab, formless garment, made without belts, buckles or laces.
Even this was denied Ethel at first, since there were no women'’s
clothes readily available in the Death House, and she despised
the housecoat and slippers she had to wear all day.

A matron or a guard is in attendance 24 hours a day to
hear every word spoken and every move made. Under no cir-
cumstances may prisoners touch each other or their visitors.
When Julius sees Ethel, a fine mesh screen is wheeled in front
of the bars of her cell and Julius sits on the other side of it.
They are permitted to see their attorney and the children in the
counsel room, where they sit at opposite ends of the rable, ac-
tended by a matron and guard. Other visitors are seen in the

7
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8 DEATH HoOUSE LETTRES
Visitors' room, where they sit in small cubicles opposite indi-
vidual locked prisoners’ cages.

There are no recreational facilities in the Death House except
for a centrally-controlled radio loudspeaker. At religious ser-
vices, Bthel sits apart from the male prisoners behind a heavy
screen.

On the whole, the Rosenbergs are treated as humanely as the
inhuman Death House regulations permit. The enforced soli-
tude which is, at the same time, devoid of any privacy, is
mandatory.

The Rosenbergs’ ceils are actually only 30 feet apart as a
crow mighe fly if the iton bars, the concrete walls and the steel
doors disappeared. For two years they have lived under the
same ghastly roof, sustaining each other with love, courage and
the firm conviction that they cannot lose the fight to prove their
innocence. Written under conditions that appall even the least
sensitive, the letters which follow faithfully mirror the agonies,
the problems, the hearcaches and the invincible strength of
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg.

|
|

THE ROSENBERGS

A History of the Case

Millions of words, tons of newsprint, uncounted hours of
radio and television time have been devoted to the case of Ethel
and Julius Rosenberg. In every language, in every country,
the ordinary citizen and the prominent one have privately and
publicly debated the merits of the trial, the conviction, the
death sentence.

It is the most widely-known case of our times, telescoping
all the tensions of the day. While some believe the Rosen-
bergs guilty, as charged, many more are troubled by aspects of
the trial which violate American standards of justice and
jurisprudence. Many others believe the entire case is a frame-
up of two innocent persons.

The Rosenbergs were normally destined to live and love
and die within the small compass of family and friends in New
York’s lower East Side. They were an average couple grap-
pling with the ordinary problems of a livelihood for them-
selves and their two children, distinguished only by their con-
cern for others engaged in the battle to make ends meet. It is
doubtful that the Rosenberg case would have been a case at all
nine years ago. Dorothy Thompson has stated that: “The
death sentence . . . depressed me . . . in 1944 we were not at
war with the Soviet Union. . . . Indeed, it is unlikely that had
they (the Rosenbergs) been tried in 1944 they would have
received any such sentence.”

But the Rosenbergs were tried and sentenced at & time when
the cold war atmosphere had permeated every home and domi-
nated every headline. The death sentence, pronounced in 1951

9
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) ' i laming the
ing R Kaufman, with a statement b
%%gskfvofs the war in Korea, made them the symbol of the
le overnight. ) .
mlgo:m:oz;u ghsmsh treatment of the Ris:r;bergs gst a:;ees;eu?ntﬁ
in d and peither acts o
weapon in the cold war, he facts 008 e the
i stake are important; for some, the hum :
?:; aotntweigh any p;Jssibl:‘: cold war advantage; t:ir l:;mcf;m a.
i in the cold war strategy is comm:
1n:v.nmmndw}l' emAr:;rican justice and compassion; for some, tl:;
Eold wargi.s destroying civil liberties at h::::d fofr th; ::;awthe
urpose of guaranteeing civil liberties a ; for ) .
gold war itself is a menace tol the peaie o?lgll se;gg r::)ii) mankine
most, the death penalty is ow y: .
in l:l‘::hmory' of the United States has any citizen bee‘n exdec:vt:i
on the charge of “conspiracy to cammit espionage, ;:d even
captured spies of enemy nations in wartime have ‘
tences commuted. It is a fact that of the two major goI;:n'lci
:telnt witnesses against the Rosenbergs, Ethel(:l btotlhset, v;n
and his wife, David was sentenced to 1) years
G:ir:;ggl;?:’h release possible in the next few yeafs, tmdf I;::ll:
. neither atreseed nor tried despite her admission o
w"thc witness stand and in sworn statements. David ?v;sm not
et cenced until after the Rosenberg trial, his exact _pung; ent
st.znus waiting upon his trial testimony and that of his wi %c ;
As this book goes to press, the Supreme Courtf l;zjwol;
i al for a new trial based on allegations o -
:'1:'1:.:u gzsepfﬁment’s major witnesses, committed with thethkm::t
edge of the government prosecution, and of fraud on the pa
fse:osemdng officials for the purpose of procuring 4 convxc:
oo, The White House continues to receive pleas for a re(_:Oﬁ
) ‘uign.m_ of the executive clemency denied by President Dmfh t
1 eEiaenhowel: in February. It was not known, even to the
| %’hite "House, that Pope Pius XII had intervened for clemency

i til after
in @ to the US. Department of Justice, un er |
E:Pﬁ:ﬁ:gcﬁ denial was made public. More tha:; half a l;::lc
lion Americans have signed clemency petitions and many
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expressed doubts of the Rosenbergs' guilt and the fairness of
the trial itself in their pleas. Europeans have been equally con-
cerned about the case and a daily flood of petitions, pleas from
individuals and organizations, continues to reach the United
States. A few of the many statements made about the Rosenberg
case are printed in the Appendix.

Whatever the outcome of the appeals before the Court and
the President of the United States, Michael Rosenberg, 10 years
old, and Robert Rosenberg, 6 years old, have suffered grievously
since the violent separation from their parents three years
ago. Difficule times are still ahead for them and they must,

at the least, be sheltered from physical want. The Rosenbergs’

only assets today are their letters, whose editing, publication

and sale they are permitting solely for the benefit of their
children. All profits from sales of Death House Letters will go
into a fund for the future care of Michae! and Robert Rosenberg.

Julius Rosenberg’s family has been tireless in behalf of
defense and clemency appeals and has maintained a warm
relationship with the children.

Ethel Rosenberg's family has not only failed to support her,
but has actually been hostile in many instances, Her mother has
visited her only a few times in the Death House. One of these
rare visits, made just prior to President Eisenhower’s denial of
executive clemency, is described in a letter from Ethel to
Emanuel H. Bloch on page 127.

As background for the Rosenberg letters, some of the in-
disputable facts of the case follow in chronological order. The
complete text of the trial record and the Rosenbergs’ clemency
petition have been published and can be purchased from the
National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case,
1050 Sixth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y.

Ethel Rosenberg was 34 years old and Julius Rosenberg
was 32 at the time of their arrest. Both were raised on New
York's lower East Side, the children of Jewish immigrants,

and they met for the first time at & party about three years before
they were married.
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the City of
__Tulius was graduated from the College of
Nc? i’%rk.luk:ong h%::fassm&es were Max Elirchet, a govern-
ment witness against him later, and Morton Sobe}l, a co-
defendant in the trial, who was scntence:.itl tojo y;grsg;xzfur;sg:n
Eehel and Julius were married shortly after his
1::31 tlnlrled brieﬂyJin Washington, g C.,lel;rejfltih;l (;:):;icnc;id a:
a clerk-typist in a government OCE. s O
job i York with the US. Signal Cm.ps, g2
i:)et: 1ilc:l:q;"“o,t a while, they lived wit:ld Ethel's mother in New
then in a series of furnished rooms.
Yo?;:i?nibavid Greenglass, six years younger than Et:ii’dwﬁ
unsble to obtain training as an engineet when he f !
eight of the courses he had undertaken lsla.t Brooklyn Polytechnt
i ithin six months of enroiling.
mlIIﬁgt:-t';lzl Rosenbergs moved into their first real home, 8
three-room apartment in the Knickerbocker Village low~1_ncom;
housing project. They were stifl living thete at the time O

the;r9zrf—s%avid Greenglass, recently martied, was inducted in-
© ‘ih9c4gffaius Rosenberg lost hjshiSi[g,ngl (c';'orlzzdio;(emog:aairng;
mmunist Party affiliation, which he ceniec. btai
:foﬁ:owith another engineeting .com.parg.s [Xalz;cl];::gs d:ssot.ng::;
i ic project in
mzn}?i::viﬁf It?t?: fngxte:l him there for several months,
having paid him 8 similac visit the year before when he was
i the West Coast.
m?gfciffunus and Ethel's brother, Bgmard, set up 4 s;nt;ll
business dealing in surplus machines available as a result of the

12

. war's end. David wes taken into the business following his |

194?5'-5%? firm was’;eotganned as the Pitt Mmbl e I;:;fc
ucts Co., Inc., to include a new partaer who was able to

investment in the business. ) _
: s11954';'.-(2-‘3Bl::smeﬁs"I:vt\a"as poor and both David and Bernie left

i ake a go of it
ulivs thought the company could m
ﬁflr;‘dejd to take over the firm’s responsibilities alone.

A History of the Ca‘u 5

January, 1950—]Julius and David began negotiating about
the purchase of David’s stock in the firm. These negotiations
continued up until May and a price of $1000 was agreed upon
although Julius was not able at the time to pay the sum. Intense
antagonism berween the familics developed over these negotia-
tions and, at one time, the Greenglasses instructed a lawyer to
start a suit against Julius.

February, 1950—David Greenglass was visited by an FBI
agent who queried him about persons he might have known
while stationed at Los Alamos and about some uranium missing
from the project. The Rosenbergs were not mentioned during
this talk.

June 15, 1950—David was arrested at his home by four
FBI agents who remained for about five hours, during which
they thoroughly searched the apartment. A paper containing
mathematical problems was found in a box of old papers and
was identified as a college paper of Julius’, thus bringing his
name into the story for the first time. David was then taken
to FBI headquarters in New York City for further questioning,
By 2:00 am., he had given a stacement declating himself
guilty of espionage.

June 16, 1950—FBI agents asked Julins Rosenberg to ac-
company them to headquarters to talk about David who, they
said, had confessed to stealing atomic secrets for the Soviet
Union and claimed Julius had told him to do it. Julius was
not detained by the FBI. An attorney, O. John Rogge, was
obtained to represent the Greenglasses.

Early July, 1950—David Greenglass was indicted in New
Mexico on a four-count espionage charge, but his removal for
trial was repeatedly postponed by agreement between his attor-
ney and the U.S. Attorney, Irving Saypol.

Ruth Greenglass was in consultation for three days at FBI
Headquarters with FBI agents, David Greenglass, Rogge and
Saypol all in attendance. Thesc conferences ended with a signed
gtcment admitting her owp. guilt and implicating the Rosen-

Tgs

]uiy 17, 1950—Julius Rosenberg was arrested on the charge
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14 DraTH HOUSE LETTERS
of having recruited David Greenglass into & Russian spy-ring
in late 1944. . - s
Max Elitcher, Julius fogmeg: classmate, v
i ﬂ;&;gﬁoﬁl agents. Bliccher at thls time was su(‘t;})ect
‘:) rosecution on & perjury charge for having concealed mt
e t Party membership in an application for a gover_nmeg
1'ml;mshich he obtained. Within 12 hours gf interrogation, he
5 ,evc; a statement asserting that on twO visits to his home 1n
s‘ég:.sth D. C., Julius had asked him to spy f%; t:; Soviet
i +urv charges against Elitcher have never _:essed.
Um::. Pit}ultyl 9505-esEthcl Rosenberg was arrested leaving the
grmdg"“ury t:x:m where she had twice been called to testify.
Followling her arrest, Michael and Robert, then 7 and 3 yeass

by ke into Morton Sobell’s
¢ 16, 1950—Ten men bro e inta
o s Moty O s i ]
i ross the US. border ' ;
i‘:b:ddrh?: :;m thaeccharge of "Having had convetsations vauttl;1
Julius Rosenberg over & rwo-and-a-half year period at six-mon

mt:lr::l:u 17, 1950—Finst it}dict:nent was handed dov;:naatg;u;
ing the Rosenbergs of having con:f.plred to mﬁ oo
secrets to the Soviet Union and paming also Anato A A
departed Soviet consular oﬁcinl,Das iilwplzn;{ lc:tfh Ge:eemnglns;
co-conspirators were David an Gre
fndmi?arg Gold, s;;:r:viously arrested in Philadelphia lmﬁMay,
1950. Bail for the Rosenbergs was set at the unattainable figures

,000 and $50,000. ' ‘
o :Jﬁtﬁaor 10, 1950—Second indictment was returned, adding

i thers.
; Sobell as defendant along with the o .
Moott;gber 19, 1950—David Greenglass pleaded guilty to the

e v .
Nm;cg% 951—Third indictment was returned, extend

ing the conspiracy charge

back to June 6, 1944, and for the }
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first time indicating incriminating allegations against Julius
Rosenberg by Max Elitcher. B

March 6, 1951—Trial of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg and
Morton Sobell began before Judge Irving R. Kaufman, and &
jury. Irving Saypol, US. Attorney, and Myles J. Lane, Chief
Assistant U. S. Artorney, were in charge of the prosecution.
Defense lawyers for the Rosenbergs were Emanuel H. Bloch
and his father, Alexander Bloch. The case of David Greenglass
was severed since he had already pleaded guilty in October. He
had not yet been sentenced, however, nor had his wife, Ruth,
been indicted or arrested, despite having been named as a co-
conspirator in the ficst indictment and having declared herself
guilty of the charge.

March 6-March 29, 1951—The trial lasted about three
weeks, during which time both of the Greenglasses and both
of the Rosenbergs took the witness stand. ‘The prosecu-
tion, which had named 112 witnesses to be called, includ-
ing such atomic experts as General Leslie Groves and Dr.
Harold C. Urey,* actually put on the stand only 23 witnesses,
not including any of the foremost atomic experts named.

The Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell pleaded “not guilty” to
the charge and have continued steadfastly to maintain their
innocence.

No documents linking the Rosenbergs with espionage were
produced, despite a thorough search of their home by FBI
agents, who placed in evidence only a collection can for the
Spanish Refugee Appeal, licensed by the City of New York,
found in their home, Other documents introduced in evidence
by the government included a nominating petition for former
New York City Councilman Peter V. Cacchione, a Communist,
signed by Ethel Rosenberg along with 50,000 other New
Yorkers; sketches drawn for trial purposes by David Greenglass
which he stated were “replicas” of a lens mold and a sketch
of the atom bomb which he bad turned over to Julius Rosen-
berg with 12 pages of explanatory notes based on information
pieced together from overheard conversation at Los Alamos;
the torn side of a new Jello box, which Greenglass stated was

® See appendix for Dr. Urey's clemency plea on behalf of the Rosenbergs.
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imilar to the-piece of a Jello box which his wife, Ruth, told
him Julius had given her, and a matching torn side which
Greenglass claimed was produced by Harry Gold to show that
“Julius had sent him"; an advertisement by R. H. Macy of
tables “something like” a table the Rosenbergs testified they
bad bought at Macy’s for $21, while Ruth Greenglass testified
Ethel had told her the table was a present; a torn brown paper
bag identified by David Greenglass as the bag in which he
said $4,000 in bills were wrapped and handed to him by Julius
Rosenberg as a gift “from the Russians” to enable him to escape
o Mexico. The actual $4,000, it later developed, had been
turned over to David's attorney as his fee for representing him.

The Rosenbergs were intetrogated at length about their politi-
cal beliefs and activities and were directly referred to as “com-
munists” by the presiding Judge Kaufman, although no evi-
dence was introduced to prove the chatge. In his charge to the
jury, Judge Kaufman stated “The two versions (of the wit-
nesses) are not reconcilable. You ‘must determine which you
will believe.”

March 29, 1951—After eight hours of deliberation, the Jury
found the Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell guilty, as charged,
of a conspiracy to commit espionage.

April 5, 1951—The Rosenbergs were sentenced by Judge
Irving Kaufman to die; Morton Sobell was sentenced to 30
years in jail. Next day David Greenglass was sentenced to 15
years in jail, with the possibility of parole within a few years.
Various defense motions for a new trial were denied.

April 17, 1951—Ethel Rosenberg was taken to the Sing
Sing Death House, while Julius remained in a New York

. prison.
' May 15, 19531-=Julius was also transferred to Sing Sing,
August, 1951-—The Rosenbergs prepared for the first visit
‘with their children in a year and planned also to have the
children removed from the Shelter and placed in custody of
Julius’ mother, Mrs. Sophie Rosenberg. The National Guardian,
a weekly publication, began a series of articles on the case
by William A. Reuben.
November, 1951—A national Committee to Secure Justice

A History of sbe Case 17

in the Rosenberg Case had been organized siid focal committees
were springing up in many communities, Julius Rosenberg’s
family was increasingly active in their behalf.

Winter, 1952—As activities in behalf of a new trial for the
Rosenbergs increased in the United States, the case began to
be widely discussed overseas. At the same time, the Committee
was violently attacked. Despite difficulties in renting meeting
halls, overflow meetings in Chicago, New York and on the
West Coast were held. Nearly 40 committees were functioning
in the larger cities, with 30 active groups in smaller communi-
ties.

The children, during this period, were growing increasingly
disturbed. Their grandmother, Mrs. Sophie Rosenberg, was
actually too ill to cope with two growing boys. Plans were ini-
tiated to relieve her of this burden and to place the children in a
friendly home outside the city where they would have more
play space and the special attention they so desperately needed.

Spring, 1952—Appeals to the Circuit Court of Appeals hav-
ing been denied, an appeal to the Supreme Court was stared.
An Amicus Curie petition for individual signarures was
Jaunched by the Committee to Secure Justice and more than
50,000 signatures were obtained in the United States, some
prominent, and many just ordinary citizens who believed 2n
injustice had been done. Meetings were held to discuss the case
in this country and in Burope, where Rosenberg commituees
were being formed in many countries.

June 15, 1952-—An edition of the entire official trial record
published by the Committee at $10 each, was quickly sold
out and widely circulated abroad. Many of the professional
leaders and organizations throughout the world asking for
clemency were prompted to express their doubts about the
trial and sentence by a reading of this full record.

October 13, 1952—The Supreme Court of the United States
refused to review the Rosenberg case, without commenting
on any aspect of the trial or sentence.

November - December, 1952—An appeal for executive
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clemency was sent to the White House, supported by many pro-
minent Americans, including scientist Albert Einstein, Dr.
Harold C. Utey and more than 3,000 clergymen of 26 denomi-
nations, The Rosenbergs’ own petition was translated into many
languages and published in Europe. A vigil line of persons from
ali sections of the United States marched day and night in
front of the White House to urge clemency. Newspapet editori-
als supporting executive clemency appeared in many daily papers
and in the specialized press, including Jewish, Negto, labor and
nationality. Leading newspapers OVErseas supported the appeal.

Pebruary 11, 1953—President Dwight D. Eisenhower denied
clemency to the Rosenbergs and a new execution date was set.
An international sensation was created by the news, two days
later, that a message from Pope Pius XiI had been delivered to
the Department of Justice which did not transmit it to the then-
President Harry S. Truman, or to President Eisenhower.

March, 1953—Execution was stayed, pending a new appeal
to the Supreme Court, filed on March 30 by attorney Emanuel
H. Bloch and John H. Finerty, former attorney for Tom
Mooney and in the Sacco-Vanzetti case, who associated himself
with Mr. Bloch in the appeal. Many meetings and huge rallies
were held in major American cities and throughout the world
to protest the Presidential denial of clemency.

May 25, 1953—The Supreme Court again refused o re-
qiew the Rosenberg case, with Justices Black and Douglas dis-
senting, As this book went to press, Chief Justice Vinson had
just refused a stay of execution.

In their last letters, as in their first, Ethel and Julius Rosen-
berg have continued t0 maintain their innocence and assert
their determination to refuse any compromise, even at the cost
of their lives. Bewildered and frightened at first, lonely and
tormented by their sepatation from each other and their two
. gmall children, they never lost heact or courage. The love and
anderstanding for all mankind expressed in these lecters is the
* real heart of their strength.

ARREST
AND
TRIAL
Chapter I
DEAREST JULIE, July 25, 1950

This will have to be brief as it is now close to 1:00 a.m. and
my eyes ache for lack of sleep.

Just got through hanging the clothes as Mike didn’t get to
sleep until 11:30. Have an awful lot scheduled before I sec
you again. The accountant is coming in Thursday. Received
a number of bills, two of which are telephone bills. How long
can I wait to pay bills?

' Love you darhpg, miss you and can’t wait until Sunday, when
T'll be able to visit you—in prison. I can't believe it yet.

Best from your two boys, who never stop asking for you. It's

all so strange without you, my dear one. Goodnight,

Esbel

Dm-mns-r JuLig, July 29, 1950
Finally got your letter this morning. First to take up the
practical matters. Dun and Bradsirees came in. Letters already
have been sent out to their subscribers cutting you off from any
more credit. The accountant will be in next week. I'll be in the
shop tomorrow early and will make calls to various accouncs
and try to get them to pay up.

19
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I assured Chaslie tHat if and when we decided to close the
shop doors he'd receive encugh notice not to be left jobless
suddenly.

Gladdy (her brother, Bernie's, wife—ed.) has responded well
to the new treatment. Oh, how wonderful it would be if a real
cure could be effected. So far she hasn’t found out about you,
which is all to the good

Poor Mike, he simply can’t see why he shouldn’t be per-
micted to see you or at least talk to you by phone. And he keeps
repeating that I shouldn’t neglect to tell you how much he misses
you and loves you. Robby, too, asks for you constantly and I
have all I can do not to break down continuously.

Please, darling, do take care of yourself and be assured of

how much I am trying to justify your faith in me. I miss you

terribly, though. How much I Jove you. See you Sunday,
Eshel

My DEAREST JULIE, Angust 12, 1950

By now you must know what has happened to me and why
1 am writing from the Women's Prison. Darling, I wish I could
say that I am cool, calm and collected, but the fact is that—
although, contrary to newspaper reports, I have not been hys-
terical gt any time—I have shed many anxious tears. I won't
be seeing you on Sunday. My heart cries aloud for you and for
the children.

I never got around to discussing arrangements for them. I
had been planning to this week, so that the kids should be sub-
jected to as little strain as possible in the event I was detained.

_'I must confess my mind does leap ahead to frightening possibili-
" des for them. I guess I will feel lots better after I sce Mr. Bloch
" (Emanuel H. Bloch, attorney retained by Ethel to defend Julius
- —ed.): By all means, sweetheart, if you have any ideas, please

communicate with our lawyer and write me.

Oh, my dear husband, how precious were those last few hours
I was permitted to spend with you.

It's now 8:00 p.m. and we are locked in for the night. The
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window faces out on Greenwich Ave., I believe, and I can sce
the windows of a large apartment house across thg street.

It seems that I'm only permitted to write you once a month,
but today I spoke with Capt. Hubbard, who said she would con-
sider my request for more frequent correspondence.

- Sweetheart, I talk with you every night before I fall asleep
and cry because you can’t hear me. And then I tell myself that
you too must be choking with the same frustration. Darling,
we mustn't lose each other ot the children; mustn’t lose our iden-
tities.

Ittytothinkofthegoodﬁnelifewe‘veledalltheseyeam,
and I am agonized with my longing to go on leading it.

All my fove and my most devoted thoughts to you, my dear-
est loved one. Please write me as soon as you Can.

Esbel

DEAREST SWEETHEART, August 20, 1950

Ir's 7:15 and I'm in the recreation room. I've showered and
washed my things and bung them to dry. At 7:30 I'll be head-
ing for my “house” (that’s what the girls call theit cells) and
at 8:00 they'll lock us in for the night. Lights out by 9:00 acd
up the next morning at 6:30. .

I received two letters from you. You must write telling me
whether or not you received mine. Then I'll know the kind
I wrote is acceptable. Although Capt. Hubbard has granted
me permission to write you once 2 week, this is no guarantee
that the letters will be allowed through.

Your second letter came when I was in the sorest need of it.
In the main I would say that I'm taking the situation fairly well,
but there are times when I'm terribly blue and depressed. Satur-
day was just such an unhappy day. Sunday was a little better
because a great part of the morning we spent at Protestant and
Christian Science services, and 1 had the opportunity to sing.
Incidentally, it took them just a few days to realize I could sing.
so almost every night now I receive various requests. One
morning at breakfast I was surprised to hear a number of girls
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in corridors other than my own, away across the hall, express
their appreciation.

Last Friday I attended the Jewish services, which were all too
short. The Rabbi intoned the prayers beautifully.

During the week there is more to take up one’s time. There’s
visiting, commissary, an hour on the roof in the afternoon, and
yesterday as I came down I was told w0 go to social service, and
there Mrs. P. sat, bless her. (Mrs. P. was a social service worket
from the Jewish Board of Guardians—ed.}. She told me that a
very good homemaker is now helping my mother and that
Michzel has been coming to see her—Mrs, P—very willingly.
Last week ghe took him home in a cab after getting him a sand-
wich.

Hope I get to ik to you in court today, darling. Love you,

Ezhel

My DARLING JULIE, August 29, 1950
Even though we were able to spend some time together the
day we went to court, it seemed to me later that there were so
maqy other things I might have said. So let me say them now.
Yet, I couldn’t ever say enough—what pride and love and deep
regard for you I feel. There comes to me such an abiding sense
of faith and joy, such a sure knowledge of the rich meaning our
lives hold, that I am suddenly seized with an overwhelming de-
site to see you and say it to you and kiss you with all my heact.
Sweetheart, we must go on pouring out all that we feel to-
wards each other in our letters. How frustrating it is, though,
to have only this means of communication. Last Wednesday
already seems long ago and I can’t wait for our next meeting,
I saw Mr. Bloch on Monday. On Tuesday, your sister Lena
and your mother came to see me, Only Lena was petmitted to
visit me, but I waved to them both through a window while
I was waiting for the elevator, and I know it reassured your
mother 0 see that I looked my own healthy, cheerful self, In
the main, darling, I am healthy and cheerful, so please try not
to worry about me. Incidentally, the clinic doctor examined my
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back last week and sent a report to the head doctér. It shouldn’t
take too much longer before I get to see het. (Ethel suffers from
a spine curvature—ed. ). :

Let me congratulate you properly, my “lord and master,” on
your prowess as a chess player. But your wife is no slouch,
either. Don't dare tell her, but I am knitting a lovely green
sweater for Mrs. P, Now, how's that! Love you, sweetheart,

Eshal

DEARBST JULIE, Seprember 9, 1950
I have been informed that they are not holding up the mail

on this end. If I were you I would check there; I don't see why

thete should be all this delay for one measly letter per week.

Did Mr. Bloch mention my suggestion concerning Michael's
education? In a way it's a little too early to mention it. After all,
we don’t know where the children will be placed, and there
might not be the kind of school we wish for Mike available.

Of course, I understand about foster-shelter and am in com-
plete agreement with you. I, too, have been distressed—in-
censed—over the pressure the children are being subjected to,
and can't wait for the situation to change. I have been making
notes concerning the various needs of both children and the kind
of handling they have been used to. I find it a very satisfying
way to spend my time. Some of the desperate need to be with
them and care for them is relieved as I write, and knowing
our wishes are sought after is heartening.

Would that the visit with the children you speak of so easily
could be as easily accomplished, Of course, do all that is in
your power to make any arrangement possible.

Dearest, they'll be putting the lights out soon and then I'll
be alone with you. So I pretend, anyway. Oh, how I miss you
and long to be in your arms where I belong. Goodnight, dar-

Ethel
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My DEBAREST JULIB, . September 12, 1950

I've received two more letters from you, Oh, sweetheort,
to think our sweet, lovely Gladdy is gone! Even though I'd been
expecting it, 1 was shocked when the lawyer told me. I don’t
think I even really believe it yet; it just hasn't quite registered,
even though my eyes ache with weeping.

Thank you, dearest, for your beautiful words. Love you,

Esha)

My DBAR SWEETHEART, Seprember 29, 1950

From the above date you will note that my birthday has come
and gone. With all that you have to plague your mind and
spirit, you still managed the card and telegram. I am rich in
your steadfast, unfailing love. It helps me endure the heart-
break of our separation and that of the children.

Each morning before rising I fight down a sense of despera-
tion, an ineffably bitter longing to see them, an insane impulse
to shriek aloud for them and for you. And then I remem-
ber, for instance, how you looked, how you sounded in court
last Monday, and am conscious of a deep humility which serves
not to lessen my pride in my own self but rather to feed and
strengthen it.

Got a letter from the children yesterday and a card sent in
their names by my dear Bernie. It was wonderful to see Mi-
chael’s pame in his own writing. But it hurt to know that my
dear Gladdy would send no birthday greetings again. Lovingly,

Eshel

JuLie DARLING, October 5, 1950

.Since we saw each other yesterday, I've been walking around
in a fog. It was difficult, even when I was back in my cell for
the count and had changed into my usual duds, to realize that
I was no longer with you. The all-too-short periods we occa-
sionelly spend together only sharpen my hunger for you. Do
you know how very dear you are to me, sweetheart?
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Miss B. (a social worker—ed.) visited me on Thursday.
From al! she said about the shelter, I feel encouraged about the
children’s future situation, She is seeing them today and will
try to see you Monday.

Life takes on new hope, new meaning every time I see you.
Painful as each goodbye is, there is for me a sense of taking
hold, of coming to grips with hard citcumstance, which stimu-
lates and nourishes me. Your loving wife,

Eshel

My DEAREST, October 28, 1950

I feel so remiss over my emotional behavior today; please fot-
give me. This situation is playing havoc with me where the
children are concerned. Think of it, it will be eleven weeks
this Friday that I last saw our children. Unbelievable, unthink-
able, heart-stopping. What have we done to deserve such un-
happiness? All our years we lived decent, constructive lives.
1 awoke at 4:30 am. to hear a mouse squeaking almost in
my ear, it was 50 close. A few hard bangs on the spring and he
scampered out into the cotridor, where he proceeded to protest
loudly, but to no avail. No one else seemed anxious to invite
him in. ‘The damage was already done, however, because try as
I would I could not get back to sleep.

Usually I am able to prevent thoughts of the children and
our shattered home from taking full possession of me, but today
1 fought a losing battle. After lunch I buried myself in my
newspaper while 2 drumming headache began to annoy me. On
the roof I played one of my rare games of catch with a couple
of gisls in a desperate attempt to shake it. All in vain. For scv-
eral hours I was on an uncontrollable crying jag, and my head
felt as though it might burst. My best friend, for whom I had
done the very same this morning, ministered to me with cold
comptesses and stern admonitions to stop crying—thus causing
it to get worse instead of better. As you can see, it was just one
of those delightful days in jail!

My buddy just finished giving me & shampoo and my scalp
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is tingling. Altogethes I feel a good deal refreshed and ready to
dig in for some solid writing.
Do you know how dear you are to me? Oh, please, honey, be
strong for me—1I need you so to be strong for me. Lovingly,
Ethel

DEAREST, November 14, 1950

I am way behind with my letter to you this week. Somehow,
when our Priday visit is over and done with, the walls really take
over, and I feel like the weekend has swallowed me,

Today I wishfully got dressed as for court and sat myself
down to await word from the marshal, At 10:30 a.m. I was in-
formed I wasn't due to go after all. So, off went the clothes
back onto the hangers, down went the sheets on the bed, and off
went your disgruntled wife across the corridor to another cell
in & huff, feeling like an awful dope! After griping and chew-
ing the fat a while, I decided to “enjoy” the rest of the day.

After lunch, the up and coming athletic star of this jail went
up on the roof and hit three home runs. It is wonderful to
punch a ball and run and enjoy wind and sun. I look at the
animated faces and know a keen delight, and a sharp pang.
How good, how sweet, the warm feeling of simple pleasures
shared. How strange to share them in this building of walls
and bars.

The one saving grace of this place, I must say over and over
again, is the face that there are such genuinely nice folks in
here.

Honey, let’s go home. I miss you and the kids so dread-
fully-~What shall I do? Hold me close to you tonight, I'm so
lonely. Many, many kisses,

- _ Eihel

Emnf., My DARLING, April 10, 1951
You are truly a great, dignified and sweet woman. Tears fill
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my eyes as I try to put my sentiments on paper. I can only say
that life has been worthwhile because you have been beside me.
I firmly believe that we are better people because we stood up
with courage through a very grueling trial and a most brutal
sentence, all because we are innocent. ’

It’s very difficult for people who are uninformed, or else have
no feelings, to undetstand our stamina. Our upbringing, the full
meaning of our lives, based on a true amalgamation of our
American and Jewish hetitage, which to us means freedom, cul-
ture and human decency, has made us the people we are. All
the filth, lies and slanders of this grotesque frame-up will not
in any way deter us, but rather spur us on until we are com-
pletely vindicated.

We didn’t ask for this; we only wanted to be left alone, but
framed we were—and with every ounce of life in our bodies
we will fight uatil we are free.

I think of you constantly, I hunger for you, I want to be with
you. It is so painful, such a great hurt, that it can only mean
that I love you with every fibre of my being. I can only repeat
over and over again that the thought of you, all the happiness
you brought me as a wife, more than compensates for this pain.
Sweetheart, I can’t let go of you; you are so dear to me. If you
are able to take from me just part of the sustenance you en-
gender in me, I am sure you will have the strength to withstand
the hardships that face us.

I'had a wonderful letter from Michael and it moved me very
deeply. I promptly wrote, reassuring him of our love and an-
swering his questions on a level he could comprehend. I told
him we were found guilty and explained about the appeal to the
higher courts and let him know everything will come out all
right finally. I told him how very much we want to see him
and how we are making every effort to get permission from the
court to have a visit with them. On the whole I think Michael
will be able to understand.

I did not tell him of our sentence. I said we will tell him all
about our case when we see him, It all seems so unreal—to be
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from our children—but the steel bats are very real.
I eat, sleep, read and walk four paces back and forth in my
cell. Ido a lot of thinking about you and the children.
My family is 100 per cent behind us and it encourages me.
I know as time goes on more and more people will come to
our defense and help set us free from this nightmare. I caress
you tenderly and send all my love. Your own,

Julie

DEATH
HOUSE
Chapter 2
My VERY OWN DEBAREST HUSBAND, April 17, 1951

I don’t know when I've had such a time bringing myself to
write you. My brain scems to have slowed to all but a complete
hale under the weight of the myriad impressions that have been
stamping themselves upon it minute upon minute, hour upon
hour, since my removal to the Death House hete. I feel a sharp
need to share all that burdens my mind and heart and so bring
to naught, make invalid the bitter physical reality of our separa-
tion.

As you see, sweetheart, I have already embarked on the pext
lap of our history-making journey. Already there appear signs
of my growing maturity. The bars of my large cell hold several
books, the lovely, colorful cards (including your exquisite birth-
day greeting to me) that I accumulated at the House of Deten-
tion line the top ledge of my wiiting table to please the eye
and brighten the spiric. The children’s snapshots are taped onto
a “picrure frame” made of cardboatd, and they smile sweetly
upon me whenever I so desire. Within me somewhere, I shall
find that “courage, confidence and perspective” I shall need to.
see me through the days and nights of bottomless horrot, of
cortured screams 1 may not utter, of frenzied longing I must
deny! Julie, dearest, how I wait upon the journey’s end and
our triumphant return to our precious life! Darling, I love you

Bihel
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DEAREST BTHEL, April 18, 1951

I received your wonderful letter this afternoon from Ossining.
Frankly, I've been impatiently awaiting news from you. When-
ever Manny (attorney E. H. Bloch—ed.) comes he tells me all
he knows, describing how you live, and how Sing Sing affects
one as sensitive as you.

Darling, your removal to Sing Sing is a cruel and vindictive
action. But we agree that the Justice Department will not suc-
ceed in i3 campaign to pressure us physically and emotionally
into letting ourselves be used as pawns for political purposes.

Your letter showed, despite emotional shock and your first
sense of being almost overwhelmed by those surroundings, a
marked clarity and steadfastness. It is certainly remarkable that
at this early date you have begun to organize yourself. Your
perfectionist passion for detail will stand you in good stead!

Now that you have made yourself as physically comfortable
as possible, I suggest a very strict schedule of reading and writ-
ing, and a course of self-study, music, or otherwise. This is the
only way to overcome these hardships and at the same time
maintain one’s own equilibrium.

If our lawyers do not succeed in bringing you back to the
Women's Detention House at 10th St., I will move heaven and
earth to be sent to Sing Sing to be nearer to you. I beg you not to
try to sway me from this decision as this is what I must do.

This single letter of yours is indelible proof that you are a
tremendous person and have the courage and perspective to
come through this hell with fying colors. My wife, I stand
humble beside you, proud and inspired.

It is impossible to keep the truth and facts of our case
hidden from the public. Sooner or later the crue picture will be-
come known, Many people already have expressed to our law-
yers and my family their desire to help us, Take heart and know
we are not alone,

The monstrous sentence passed upon us, which at first stunned
people, will result as time goes on in an avalanche of protest,
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and this, coupled with our legal fight, will set us free.

Sweetheart, I am not trying to minimize all ‘the difficulties
you face—believe me; I am fully aware of the nightmares, the
pain and the hurt you feel. I want to shield and protect you,
to be with you and hold you in my arms. Yet I feel sure of you,
and that sureness is the assurance that we will some day return
to our precious life and wonderful family.

- In a couple of days the Passover celebration of our people’s
search for freedom will be here. This cultural heritage has
added meaning for us, who are imprisoned away from each other
and our children by the modern Pharaohs.

Try not to worry too much about our sons; everything pos-
sible is being done for their welfare.
Ethel, you are just my girl, and nothing on earth can change
that. Always your very own,
Julie

DEAREST ETHEL, April 19, 1951

Good morning! It's 8:15 a.m. Priday, almost two hours past
the deafening bugle taps roared over the loud speaker system.
Shall I describe my prison cell?

It is three paces wide, four paces long, and seven feet high.
A fine wire mesh forms the ceiling. An electric bulb struggles
in vain to send its puny light through the accumulated dust that
has settled on the thick pane that covers the mesh. The net
result is a chill, dreary atmosphere. My eyes are incapable of
more than one hour of steady reading.

Two sides are solid steel plates. The back has more wire
mesh covering steel bars, and the front, steel bars four inches
apart, intersecting at 10-inch intervals flac steel reinforcing bars.
What do you know! I can put my hands through, clear past
my elbows; I can also take in all that transpires in the receiv-
ing room. There are two beds, hanging from the right
wall, one above the other. On the top one I keep my books,
commissary and personal belongings. On the bottom one are
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blankets, mattress, pillow and bed linens—my hard, uncom-
fortable bed. I somehow manage to get my share of sleeping,
but not for long continuous stretches.

Directly in front of my cell is a clearing 30 feet long by 20
feet wide and in front of that passes the main traffic lane of the
institution. I¢’s the busiest spot in the place. So, you see, I am
.cons.tantly under surveillance and caged in full view of all pass-
ing inmates.

Bven though they are not permitted to come over to me, each
and every inmate almost to a man, waves, shouts a gteeting and
smiles warmly as he passes the receiving room. Their support
and encouragement is further revealed in their faces, and this
gives me no end of satisfaction. In many ways, both open and
surreptitious, their true feelings are made known to me. They
respect us for the people we are, admire our courage and wish
us luck. '

I am sure you had similar experiences with the women in-
mates at 10th St. in New York City—and mind you, this is
without their being aware of the facts in our case. How much
more support will we get then, when the true facts of our com-
plete innocence become evident and the nakedness of this po-
litical frame-up is revealed. When the public becomes con-
vinced and transmits their feelings into concrete action, then,
my dear, our ultimate victory is assured.

They have imprisoned us, but our hearts and minds can
never, except in death, be shackled. We will continue to struggle
here, as we have in the past, for peace, freedom and true justice.

To continue my day (like Eleanor Roosevelt’s, only slightly
different): at 7:45 a.m. an ambulatory food cart delivers my
breakfasc. At 10:00 am., New York Times. At 11:00 a.m,

_lunch. I est sparingly, but enough to keep body and soul to-

gether. Incidentally, your husband has taken to cigarettes with
o vengeance, Imagine, more than a pack a day. 1 have developed
an uncanny knack for accurately flipping the finished butts into
the toilet bowl. After lunch, a couple of houts are spent nap-
ping, an hour reading; then, more walking. It looks as if I'm
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practicing for picketing. At 4:00 p.m. I bave supper. Another
hour of reading. ' . '

The warden has given a trusty, due to go home soon, pet-
mission to enter my cell, talk to me and play cards and chess
with me. This recreation period is from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.
For about an hour beginning at about 9:00 p.m. I walk and sing
songs, mostly folk music, workers' songs, people’s songs, popu-
lar tunes and excerpts from operas and symphonies. I sing
Peat Bog Soldiers, Kevin Barry, United Nations, Tennessee
Waltz, Irene, Down in the Valley, Beethoven's Ninth Choral
Symphony, and as many of the children’s recotds as I can re-
member. In all frankness, I feel good and strong while I sing.

The balance of the evening I read until I get sleepy. I'm read-
ing Nathan Ausubel’s “A Treasury of Jewish Folklore.” Ok,
I must not omit my nightly diversion, game hunting. That’s the
time 1 massacre cockroaches.

Yesterday afternoon Manny read me the letter you sent
him, as you instructed him to do. Darling, you're a wonderful
girl and I love you. I too am concerned about the children and
cheir visit, but I am sute that when it does occur we will each
of us be able to handle the situation without any emotional
harm to them.

Ethel, there's something that ties me very closely to Manny.
He is teuly a prince of a fellow, unassuming, intelligent, a deep
thinker; our fellow Jewish expression summarizes my feel-
ings for him. Ich shep nachass wnd guell fun ibm. (Literally,
“he gives me pleasure and pride.’—ed.) As for Alexander
Bloch, 1 have adopted him as my father. (Alexander Bloch,
Emanuel Bloch’s father, was co-counsel during the trial—ed.)

Tonight, during the Passover Seder when I sing the tradi-
tional songs of celebration of freedom from bondage of out
people, I will chink of you, my love, and of cur own redemption
from death and imprisonment to a beteer life.

Be what you are, for I love you that way.

Julie
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Hnu.q, HoneY, Aprid 24, 1951

Tonight Bob Hope is on the loud speaker system and it’s hard
f9r me to concentrate, but Fm a persistent fellow, so here goes.
I've been hearing glowing reports about you. I read the two
letters you sent Lena (Julius' sister—ed.), and Manny related
allthedem{sofhis lase visit. I¢ all adds up to this: you are your
old self‘agau}, full of spirit, spunk and in the groove.

Darling, I'm a little jealous. Everybody is being buoyed up
b'y you. You're a fountain of encouragement to my family.
Id like to be able to lean on your shoulders and get a little spe-
cml.cox.nfort from you, too. Just a little warmth and love. How
I ngss it. wgh

ut eno of that. As jailbirds, cur lot is to be thorou,
mechanical, devoid of physiological needs. Present day peno%:lg]yr
is said to be rehabilitative and constructive. Sufficient for me
to say I could write a book on its evils and another on recom-
mendations.

Julie

DBAREST ETHEL, ‘ April 25, 1951
As the pogular prison expression for adjustment goes, “You've
got it made.” I shared your letter with my chess opponent. He
remarked, "A terrific letrer. She's in better shape than you.”
Last Monday they finally let me have a half-hour of fresh
ge.ryﬁm tﬂl:ou?h I ;vas alone, except for a guard, I enjoyed
ute of it. I am tryin, i i

s o trying to have this established as a
Iamteadm,g Science and Politics in the Anciens World, by
Benjamin lfam_ngton. He gives documentary proof that the
enemy of scientific growth was superstition imposed on the peo-
ple by the nobles of the state and heads of the church for the
purpose of maintaining the status quo and their preferred class
position. Dissemination of scientific knowledge to the mass of
the peopl? was set up as the greatest crime, heresy. This is true
today, as in our own case, when the government is trying to sell
the people on the myth of atomic secrecy and prevent dissemi-
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nation of scientific advances to the people.®

There is no substitute for our beiag together. The grue-
some reality is that our case is being used as & camouflage to
paralyze outspoken progressives and stifle criticism of the drive
t0 atomic war. Our personal fight is linked to this general move-
ment for peace. We see it, and somewhere, somehow, everyon¢
must be made aware of it.

Michael scribbled a couple of words in a letter Ethel (Julius’
sister—ed.) sent me. Heisa peach. The kids are doing fine
so don’t be too concerned. How 1 long for our boys. It is hard
to leave this, but 1 must go to bed now. Gosh, how sad without
you. All my love,

Julie

DEAREST ETHEL, May 2, 1951

There are three mainsprings of my life at West St—your
letters, first and foremost; consultations with Manny, and visits
from my family. Your letters have become part of my being.

My family is impatiently awaiting the approval of the authori-
ties for permission to see you. Again we have to fight in order
to effectuate such a simple, decent and humane right. All my
love, your own,

Julis

ETHEL, May 9, 1951

[ was terribly shocked to read that Willie McGee®*® was exe-
cuted. My heart is sad, my eyes are filled with tears. It seems to
me that the federal cousts have adopted the medieval practice
of the Southern Bourbons, legal lynching of Negroes, and are
now attempting, as in our case, 0 apply this to political prison-
ers. They must be answered with reason and fact.

* Benjamin Farrington was one of the many thousands who later appealed to
the President for clemency for the Rosenbergs, He wrote from his home in
Swansea, England, that the desth sentence sety A0 “undesirable precedent” and
“lowers our conception of American justice.”

» o Willie McGee, Negro victim of a Mississippi rape charge, was executed o0
Muy 8, 1951 in spite of world-wide protest,
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I am positive growing numbers of people will come to undet-
sundqu:ﬁghtmdioinwithmmwinsojustacause. *
I miss you, Ethel, I love you.

My OwN DEAR SWEETHEART, May 19, 1951

How sad I was to leave you, and how reluctant m
I approached my cell. It was there waiting for me, s,irl:::pi:s-
exorable, disdainful, seemingly unaware of its occupant's' de-
. but smug in the knowledge of her eventual retuen.
It's only three days by the calendar since I saw the long-
loyed, oddly familiar, oddly strange being by whose side I had
lain through how many nights—yet I am certain that eons have
elapsed and that I dreamed our meeting, in any case. I see your
l;'g drawn face, your pleading eyes, your slender, boyish
y and your evident suffering. My dearest husband, what
l:;l&v?n and what pell.w welcome you to monotonou,s days
nii:ﬂm nights in Sing Sing—to endless desire and endless
de And yet here, held fast by brick and concrete and
steel, shall our love put forth gripping root and tender blos-
so%;fhcrc shall we mladrn defiance, too, and give battle. .,
course, you couldn’t give free tongue to all the c owdi
thoughts and feelings, nor could I. Did you expect thatc;t wg:.ﬁcgl
be easy to open our hearts to each other under these circum-
stances? Yet I confess I had looked forward to some tremen-
dous release. And when it wasn't forthcoming there remained
av.nguescnscoflossandanti-climax, so that I was, like you
quite overwhelmed with frustration. Undil your letter arrived,
I couldn’t even begin to express it on paper. Your lonely

wnfe,»_ .
: " Eehel

DEAREST JULIB, May
20, 1951
There has been a fine intermittent rain all afternoon and
ihl;aze sat in my chair at the entrance of the yard, drinking in
ragrance of flowers growing somewhere out of my sight,

!
!
!
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at the bread I scactered for them. Every so often
up and then I stalk disconsolately about inspecting the few
green things pushing their way up through the concrete.

Growing between brick wall and stone walk are sprigs of
crisply curling bright green parsley. Along another wall the
Jeaves of a wild violet plant unfold, almost hiding two buds.
the concrete, filled with
earth painstakingly accumulated from the underpart of moss,
small, velvety clumps of which cling to the damp, cool parts
of the yard where the sun’s rays rarely penetrate. In this
crevice an apple seed which I planted, and have wateted pa-
tiently, is sprouting bravely. All myblove, darling. Your own,

Eihel

DARLING ETHEL,
What you wrote eloquently expressed our profound frustra-

tions, as well as our anderstanding and deep love for each
other. ‘The oppressive solitude that surrounds us must 0Ot
succeed in removing our Strong ties to the pulsating outside
world. Caged here, we c2 only protest our innocence and
stand up firmly. It is the job of the American people to stay
the executioner’s hand. The hatdest thing for me to take is
that you, my heatt, are also in this Gebenna. Only your splen-
did steadfastness has made it possible for me to stand up.
Do not be concerned about my looks as I feel healthy and
can take care of myself. Sunday afternoon 1 heard you telling
the guard that you wanted to have some of your commissary
cream cheese with your Suppet. I was thrilled to hear yout
voice. 1 was resting on the yard steps and I believe the door
to your corridor was slightly ajar.
Honey, we have 2 license. We should be allowed to set
up housekeeping here. In all carnestoess, only our complete
freedom will satisfy me. Until we meet, 1 send my kisses.

Your own,
Julie
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MY DEARBST SWBETHEART, May 24, 1951

I'm slowly relaxing into a humdrum routine that's setting
the pattern of my life here. I've been reviewing past events
in our lives, Not that I want to live in the past, but I want to
draw additional strength to sustain me through this zombie
existence,

Born of orthodox parents and taised in the slum tenements
of the lower East Side, my childhood memories are full of the
struggles of my parents to feed and clothe five children. I
remember when my father, a garment worker, was in a long
strike against sweatshop conditions. Because he was a shop
chairman and an active unionist, my father was blacklisted and
had quite a pull to make ends meet.

The' constant battle against rats and vermin still is vivid in
my mind, At Hebrew school I made the class valedictory
speech. I was a good student, but more, I absotbed quite na-
turally the culture of my people, their struggle for freedom
from ‘slavery in Egypt. I found the same great traditions in
{&meucan history. As an American Jew with this background,
it was natural that I should follow in the footsteps laid down
by my heritage and seek to better the lot of the common
man.

I found in you a profound understanding and a sweet per-

son. You were for me, Together our perspective was cl
and life was fuller. pepbect e

Until tomorrow I send you my love and heart.
Julie

My PrECIOUs ETHEL, _ May 25, 1951

It was oh, so good to sec you this afternoon. Honey, I sat
so feserved, looking at you through the screen, and all the
time I wanted to take you in my arms, smother you with kisses
and tell you in more than words of my consuming love for
you. Darlidg, I hope we are allowed to visit on & regular
basis. Bven with the limitations, it lifted me out of the gloom,

el -y mar D

et i
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How I want to tell you that this period shall. pass quickly
and we can once more take up our joyous happy ‘family life.
Let us continue to live up to our motto, “courage, confidence,
and perspective—" o

Yesterday my package of letters and pictures finally arrived
from West St. I checked them through, reminisced a bit, and
promptly obtained a piece of cardboard and mounted the six
pictures of the children. One of the guards cut diagonal slots
in each of the corners of a pencilled layout and by inserting
the pictures they were neatly set up. Now their faces smile out
at me over the books and toiler things on my table. Theirs
is such & hard lot, bewildered as they are by events; no par-
ents near to love and help guide them. We must be strong,
darling, to take over once more our rightful place as mother
and father.

Through the 100 feet of matter and space which separate
us I send my all. Love from your very own,

Julie

DEAREST JULIE, May 27, 1951

I loved your letter. Can we ever forget the turbulence and
struggle, the joy and beauty of the early years of our relation-
ship when you courted me. Together we hunted down the
answers to all the seemingly insoluble riddles which a complex
and callous society presented. Those answers have withstood
the test of time and change, and stll stand for all those who
ate not afraid to look and see and examine as we did in that
far away time, It is because we didn't hesitate to blazon forth
those answers that we sit within the walls of Sing Sing.

And yet for the sake of these answers, for the sake of Ameri-
can democracy, justice and brotherhood, for the sake of peace
and bread and roses, and children’s laughter, we shall continue
to sit here in dignity and in pride—in the deep abiding know-
ledge of our innocence before God and man, until the truth
becomes a clarion call to all decent humanity.

There was once a wise man, whose name I forget, who
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marvelled at the “indestructibility of human character.” Be-
loved, we shall prove him right; perhaps then other human
beings will believe in their indestructibility too, and rally to
our defense and their own. Your own,

Eshel

May 29, 1951
: When you write next, darling, will you remember to send

‘. me the lines of the verse that Michael composed for your birth-
o, b day? I don’t know when I have been so thrilled by anychmg
|

My DEAREST,

What solace co hear your voice during the Jewish services.
And your contribution to the general discussion after the ser-
mon was certainly 4 propos. Did you agree with my comments,
incidentally? I think the Rabbi a fine, intelligent, sincere young
man. What was the reaction among the other men? I sensed
a warmth and spirit of good will toward him, and toward
me, for that matter. Today I felt this friendliness reaching out
v to you, t00; I have an idea, my one and only, that you very

e e e e m

B definitely have arrived and are now a veritable pillar of “CC”
o (condemned cells—ed.) society.
' I can’t help but think of those newspaper articles and their

insinyations that we don't want our folks to visit us and are
not interested in requesting visits for ourselves. I have nothing
but contempt for this kind of thing—
Dear one, it is torture without you! All my love,
Bthel

My DEBAREST WIFE, May 31, 1951
; . Michael's birthday card to me showed a picture of a sailboat
. onahke,andundertheprmtcdverscheaddedmhmownhand
R “The Merry Wind is blowing

iR ' My lovely words are flowing—Michael.”

o This, my dearest, is our eight-year-old.
3 I The books sent to me while I was at the Federal Detention
House were denied me, but I've received, I believe from Manny,
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The Rise of American Civilization, by Chatles and Mary Beard.
Between that and Thomas Wolfe's Yosx Cow’s Go Home Again,
I have enough reading material for the prenent.

The Jewish services were impressive. Naturally, light of my
life, your contribution hit home. The men here have deep
respect for you and hold you in high regard. You impress them
as one who knows how to handle herself. This is not me speak-
ing; I am just reporting.

Lena sent me a letter and told me how they repaired your
old ironing board, washed my shires and socks and put all our
clothes in order. You see, they are all prepared for our eventual
homecoming.

Shut away from the world, reading lies about ourselves in
the papers, and finding myself and my wife condemned to an
early doom, it takes every ounce of my strength and all my
understanding to stand up. However, seeing you, hearing your
voice and receiving such letters makes it seem easy to take
all this in stride.

We are not afraid, as right is on our side, All the ingredients
of victory are present in spite of a long and tedious road. I
send all my love, Your own,

Julie

SWEETHEART, June 6, 1951

I can’t wait to see you Friday, for more than the usual rea-
sons. You see, today I received two wonderful snapshots of
the children in a letter from my brother Bernie that I want
very badly to share with you. The sight of their amazingly
mature features will hurt, though I realize that their growth
is taking place without us— And the horrible idea, of which
I am never completely rid, that we may never be with them
again drives relentlessly through me. It is blood-chilling.

I'm afraid I'm not being exactly cheerful. If only there are
no hitches in our plans for the children, perhaps I'll be able
to develop a little peace of mind. Always loving you,

Bibe}

LoapR e -
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Heard your sweet voice and intelligent offering at services
today and received a lovely message from you, We're all-right
people, who practice what we believe, and that is, as the Rabbi
puc it, “Do unto others as you want them to do unto yow.”
Many people can have different interpretations. To me, it is
not a thearetical thing, but a living, practical philosophy which
when put into effect signifies the real brotherhood of man.

It is amazing how intellectually stimulating Jewish services
can be and how worthwhile, especially to us 50 incarcerated.
Discussion acd advocacy of ideas is the mainstay of Ametican
life and of modern democratic principles. This religious service
set me thinking about the recent Supreme Court decisions
(upholding the Smith Act—ed.). What a blow to constitu-
tional, political and, yes, religious freedom this is.

The pictures of our two sons keep flashing through my
mind. Denial of family and freedom is tantamount to a living
death. To maintain our equilibrium in face of all this emotional
pressure is our job right now.

Without a doubt, my sweet, whea I go to bed you're in my
arms and we lock out the bars and the nightmares. But the
morning rays of suashine rudely aweken me and announce my
forced separation from the love of my life.

Take heart, the future will be wondetful. Love,

Julis

My Precious ETHEL, June 13, 1951

At tmes I feel like singing, doing something creative, as
a warm glow overcomes mc, enumerating your virtues. The
harder the frustration and pain, the more glorious the final

reunion.
_Already a brief outline of our Circuit Court appeal gives
me new courage— If one is able to withstand this terrible ordeal
~ and on top of it use time constructively here, then that person
has accomplished the maximum under the cizcumstances. When
I look at our children's pictures I tell them that when they
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anderstand they will be proud of their parents, that they'll
hold their heads high. =
Our spirit is good and our hopes for a successful appeal are
based on solid ground. Given an even chance under the law,
we must win. Adorable wife, we're pulling hard, but the re-
ward is great. Keep it up— Your own,
‘ Julie

DEARBST GIRL, June 17, 1951

Friday! It was glorious. Secing you and hearing you, your
words of wisdom, and watching your eyes, enjoying your agile
mind, always probing, deep in thought, precise in analysis and
exacting in detail and never a hasty decision. Is it possible
chat all ¢his can hide endless pain and torture?

How I hoped to be with you the moment my sister told
you the gplendid news about the children. I heard your joyful
shout and it was music to my ears. We have passed another
milestone, and I'm positive this will ease that ache in your
heart. Over and over again my Mama wanted to see you and
tell you all she will do to give our children all the love, com-
fort and understanding they need, and she is constantly hoping
and praying for us to come home soon. She sends you a warm
embrace.

Today is Father’s Day. I'll bring along the cards I received
to show you on Wednesday. And our 12th wedding anniver-
sary! How vividly I remember that lovely Sunday in June,
Even with this outrageous imprisonment and sentence, we can
say that our life has been fruitful.

You, my dear, have held the key to our growth and advance-
ment and continue to be our bulwark. To you, my wife, friend
and fellow victim, on this day of ours I send my total love.

Julie

MY VERY DEAREST, June 18, 1951
I sit here feeling like a perfect hog for wallowing in tears
of self-pity instead of writing you this weekend; reading your
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words and knowing there ace none from me to make up for our
separation this 12th anniversary of our marriage. Yet I never
was so much in love with you as I am today—

It is incredible that after 12 years of the kind of ptincipled,
constructive, wholesome living together that we did, that I
should sit in a cell in Sing Sing awaiting my own legal murder,

ing you in this anguish on what would have been a joyous
celebration of two memorable days, Incredible, too, that you
should receive felicitations as husband and father in another
cell, in which you sit in anticipation of a similar doom!

I love you with all my being and want desperately to be
worthy of you. Always and forever,

BEshel

DARLING ETHEL, June 20, 1951

By the time you receive this, spring will be officially over.
Not only a young man’s fancy turns to love, with spring. So
far as this old married man is concerned it served to add fuel
o damned-up passion. How many wonderful summers we
speat together. Spring Glen, 1939. Remember the photos from
our honeymoon? In many ways you are prettier and lovelier
now even than then. In spite of your temporary burial in this
tomb it is impossible to hide your sparkle. Datling, since I saw
you this morning I am inspired—How much you have given
me, what understanding you have given in guiding our sons.

At times I feel power enough to blow the mask of this horror
awsy from our lives. But I'm not under any illusions. I know
we have to be strong as iron to withstand an existence empty
of ull the beauties and freedom of civilized living. Tilt wind-
miills, shout in the wind—we don’t have to do any of these
things. Truth and justice are as powerful as nature’s bolt of
lightning. Sooner or later the truth has to be known, that we
are torally innocent in this ghastly political frame-up. All my
love, -

Julie
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IDEAREST, -« June 22, 1951

Good morning. It was sweet to sec you Wednesday—Only
it's miserable to sit there cozily talking and yet not to touch
your hand or your face.

You will be overjoyed to hear, as I was, that your mother
is moving ahead with dispatch and, at this very writing, al-
ready may be settled in the new apartment. The beds were
expected yesterday and they are packing feverishly. I am
beside myself—

I'm afraid your bulwark, as you so fondly call me, is leaning
t00 heavily on you these days. Never mind, we will win through
yet;autaskiswﬁndthemcng:hwendureuntiltheday
when we can return to each other and our children. Your lov-
ing wife,

Eshel

SWEETHEART, June 24, 1951

Somehow I get the feeling that all will work out well with
my mother. I can’t wait t hear how the kids have begun to
take their own home. This will give us the opportunity to have
a hand in their upbringing. I hope I'll be able to establish a
running corcespondence with Michael so that we'll be able,
even though in a remote way, to live through some of their
joys.
Just keep telling me with your pencil, with your eyes, your
smile and your will, what you have told me in the past, and
our team must win, Of course, I'm head over heels in love
with you, but for the time being I can only convey my heart
to you in this manner.

Julie

DEAREST LOVE OF MINB, Jume 30, 1931

The intolerable loneliness of this place seems to have entered
into my very bones today. The gloom and rain have contrived
to drag out the already interminable hours— And yet, lest I
appear discouraged, and my confidence shaking, let those who
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would destroy me and mine know that I shall endure, head
held high and spirit unimpaired.

There, now 1 feel better! No Pasaran/*

Your son Michael sent me a precious letter, informing me
that both he and Robby are expected to attend day camp be-
ginning tomorrow, and describing a visit to the apartment by
Ethel, and two friends. I am so thrilled by the apparent pro-
gress that is being made I could weep with thanksgiving. At
the same time, I 5o long to see them I could scream-— Love yonu,
my very dearest. Ever yours,

Ethel

My DBAREST ETHEL, July 4, 1951

Fortified by Ossining Manor’s delicious ice cream on this
Independence Day, I'm making a celebration of this holiday
for freedom. I clipped out a copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence from the New York Times. It is interesting to read
these words concerning free speech, freedom of the press and
of religion in this setting. These rights our country's patriots
died for can’t be taken from the people even by Congress or
the courts.

Certain politicians would use our case to frighten liberal and
progtessive people, but we are exposing this frame-up and
we are not alone. It is a fight for our very lives, bur also part
of a fight for justice and free thought.

Darling, the children are terribly disturbed. They have been
brutally shocked and wronged and need us. But in a little time
the loving care of my mother and the warm attention of our
family and friends will go a long way to lessen their tensions.
We've got to have the strength to do our best, more for their
sake than our own. How [ miss them and [ove them.

The news of the possibilities of peace is of tremendous im-

* “They will not pass!”—The watrchword of Madrid citizens defending
the city aguingt Franco's troope during the Spenish Civil War.
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port. (Peace talks hed been initiated in Korea—ed.) We,
together with the world's millions, have a great stake in the
outcome. Ah, my darling, we must continue to strive, hope
and fight for what is ours. Love,

Julis
My SWEET JULIE, July 5, 1951

I am greatly heartened by your letter on the children. It
was the picture that Lena painted of them that so distressed
and alarmed me— Oh, sweetheart, after our visit yesterday I
lay on my bed weeping bittetly for them and filled with anger
at those who would rob them of their childhood—

6:30 am., July 6— Good morning! Am up early so that
I can get off this scribble to you. To go on with my July 4
celebration~—the arrival of the state’s ice cream jarred me
loose a little from my sorrows. But I choked up occasionally,
thinking of the ice cream orgies we used to enjoy with the
kids. I recalled “Cherry-Oonilla,” incidentally, when I wrote
Robby. After a while, some of the pain gripping me eased. It
needed only a radio program, and “Ballad for Americans,” for
the finishing touch. With Frank Sinatra’s recording of “House
I Live In,” I had a tremendous upsurge of “courage, confidence
and perspective!”

Julie dear, I have such utter respect and re for ;
how well you know the score, and what a gﬁ myt;tlxe
you set me! Hold me close and impare to me some of your
noble spirit! Always lovingly,

Eshel

SwegeT ETHEL, July 12, 1951

You recall I wrote the warden about the news itemn in Walter
Winchell’s column.* He replied that "I wish to advise that this
office did not, nor to my knowledge have any guards, given this

® Walter Winchell's column in the N. Y, Duily Miror carried the following
ivem on July 4, 1951: “Julivs Rosenbers, the atomic spy cow in the desth
house, told guards: “If I could last 2 or 3 years, I'd be by Sovier airmen.’ "




48 DBATH Hoﬁsn LETTERS

information to any newspapermen and I cannot find where
you made any such statement.”

Of course, this is all he could do within the limits of the
institution’s regulations,

My sister Ethel writes that she was over to see Mama on
Tuesday. Robby's fine and Michael likes the day camp very
much. Mama's window is overlooking the river and also che
railroad track. It is a beautiful sight and naturally the view
is just the right thing for Robby. He is constantly watching
the boats and trains passing by.

I finished Birth of Israel by Dop Grandos, lent me by the
Rabbi, and recommend it highly.

We must continue to find strength in the kind of people
we are and in our love for each other. Be with me always,
courageous wornan. Always yours,

Jslie

My DARLING, July 15, 1951

Here it is Sunday evening, and cabaret night starts in the
CLC’s. We have the radio on, ['ve read the comics and news-
papers, played ball and taken my daily shower and am writing
to my wife and children,

I've been reading Ullman's The White Tower, and at pres-
ent I'm reading Gene Fowler's Good Night, Swest Prince,
a biography of John Barrymore, and I'm positive you'll like this
one. I'm really struggling to fill the endless hours, This week
I managed a couple of chess games.

., Somehow it seems long ago that I saw you and everything
- is strange and distant. An empty feeling grips me. By the time
you read this letter it will be one year that I have to all intents
and purposes stopped living—

" Let me assure you that when I'm with you, when I read
your letters and when I'm busy reading I am completely re-
moved from this emotional barrenness—I believe I'm courting
you all over again. It's exciting and fascinating, more so be-
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it is mine!
Ethel, my wife, there mustbemcndwthismiseryofoun
and we must be vindicated—With all my heart, your own,
Julia

DEAREST, July 19, 1951

It's 8:30 p.m. Spent the day reading Wolfe's Look Home-
ward, Angel. Beautiful prose. I played a game of handball
before the deluge drenched the court. Did you ever
notice the comfortable feeling one gets reading and listen-
ing to rain? I chought, what a wonderful world we live in,
:gi how much man could do with full utilization of his creative

ty.

I was shocked to read in the day's newspapers that our
government was moving to make a deal with Spain. Pascise
Franco is going to help defend “democracy”— It must be
strange to many that all the time it seems necessary to ally
ourselves with the most reactionary, feudal and fascistic ele-
mcng to defend democracy. Something is very roteen in Den-
mark!

I sit here looking at the smiling faces of our two sons. This
unearthly madness and brutality has no right to hit at defense.
lq&kids.Wcmustnotletthismakeapermanentmaxkonour

More than a year we've been apart. Because ours is an all-
encompassing relationship I've been able to stand this separa-
tion and even the possibility of death, Yes, faces, truth and
right are on our side and we must triumph in this appeal.
I'm sure our lawyer will do all possible to prevent another
political verdict and obtain one based on judicial merits. You
remain my hope— Always proudly your husband,

Julis
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DEAREST, ' July 19, 1951

Yesterday there arrived another letter from our big son

" in which he proudly informs me he is a “B” swimmer and there-

fore a “high” swimmer! Obviously he is making progress.
More about the emotional problems of the children— Ethel
tld me that even with the woman's expressed willingness to
sty with Robby at the day camp all day, the child turned
the idea down with flat finality and even bitterness,
I waat you, sweetheart! Many kisses, my love,
Ethel

My DARLING JULIE, July 25, 1951

This morning I was far 00 agitated to touch on some of
the questions with which we may have to cope during the
children’s visit next week.

The most important thing is to take the attitude that we
won't be able to answer every question with all-inclusive
finality, and that this visit is simply the opening gun in a
campaign that will have to continue. If we can manage to give
them the impression that we are not unduly upset, we will
be setting the stage for the proper reaction.

Here is what I have been dreaming up as a sample of the
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conversation that may take place. I'm putting it in the form
of a monologue: o

“Of course, it's not easy to know about the death penalty
and not worry about it sometimes, but let’s look at ic this
way. We know that a car could strike us and kill us, but that
doesn’t mean we spend every minute being fearful about cars.

“You see, we are the very same people we ever were, except
that our physical selves are housed under a different roof from
yours. We feel bad that we are separated from you, but we also
know that we are not guilty and that an injustice has been done
to us by people—people who solved their own problems by
lying about us. It’s all right to feel any way you like about
those people, so long as your feelings don't give you pain
and make you unhappy—"

Naturally the words are probably not quite what I shall
use in speaking with them, But I just had to share my thoughts
with you, even if imperfectly. Love you—

Ethel

My DEAREST WIFE, July 29, 1951

What you say and the words you use in expressing it are so
excellent that I can say it best in the famous Jewish saying,
"From your mouth to God's ear.” Your suggestions on the
meeting with the children are good.

Wednesday will be the fifth anniversary of my PFather’s
death. The passing of this fine, intelligent, sensitive, loving
father was a great loss to us, Ethel. I'll ask the Rabbi to burn
a candle in his memory and T'll say Kaddish (A prayer for
the dead—ed.) at Jewish services.

We've got to go over all the details about the school, social
life and emotional needs of our boys. Many things have to be
set in motion before their summer vacation is over,

The devotion and loyalty of my family continues to be
comforting— They are behind us 100 per cent.

Keep your beautiful face glowing. Love,

Juiie
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HrerLrLo MY PRETTY, July 25, 1951

Finished winning my chess at 9:15 p.m. and it was 2 long
battle right down to the finish, and I have to hustle to get this
note off to you -

Time doesn’t stand still. Right now I'm looking forward
to seeing my own sons after more than a year. Even though it’s
an entire week off, the tension is mounting and I'm going
to have to exercise a maximum of control to keep my anxicty

Iamglndyoumgoingmbrcnk:heicewiththekidsbe-
cause I am certain you will come through beautifully and set
the stage for my visit. You know, I just had a wonderful idea.
The children will get a kick out of it. I'll make pages of pictures
oftrains,boqtsandbusesand['mpositivel\ﬁchael,mdupeci-
ally Robby, will like them. What do you say?

Honey, a man is asking for the pencil. Tonight, my love,
you can sleep peacefully, as progress is being made. We are
confident of a glotious future together with our children, All
my heart to you,

Inlie

HBLLO DARLING, July 29, 1951

I shall do all that is within my power to set the children
at ease and prepare them foryourcoming.]?otrytolayaside
some of the anxiety meanwhile. Believe me, 1 am trying to
convince myself, at the same timel

You can’t make me jealous with your boats and trains;
I have an envelope full of rare specimens collected with pains-
wking care by that intrepid hunter of wild insects, your wife!

Yours will be just the thing, though, particularly for Robby,

who may be a little shy and strange with us.
. Oh, yes, if Michael neglects to question me s to the form
of the death penalty, this job will fall to you. In which case,
answer briefly that it is painless electrocution, which we believe
will never come to pass, of course.

Childrew's Voices »

Believe me, children are what their parents truly expect
them to be.

If we can face the thought of our intended execution without
rerror, so then will they. Certainly, neither of us will seek to
dwell on these matters. But let's not be afraid, and they won't
be either. All my love, darling,

Bsbel

DEAREST, August 1, 1951

Just a brief resumé of today’s occurrences. This morning
found me restless, tense and very anxious. When the sound of
your voices drifted down to the cell block my tension begaa to
vanish. Robert’s shrieking was music to my ears.

After lunch I went into the counsel room and the kids were
hiding behind the door. When 1 hugged them they scemed
small and far away. I was a bit dazed. I choked up and my
eyes teared and Michael kept repeating, “Daddy, your voice
has changed.”

After a couple of minutes I was back on an even keel. A
round of kissing and hugging and then Robby sat on my lap.
His peaked thin face and big eyes looked up at me and he
said, “Daddy, why you no come home?” 1 carefully explained.
“Why did you not visit us Sundays at the Shelter?” Again 1
explained. Naturally the baby couldn't understand. He dashed
around the room and played with the chairs.

I gave the boys a bag of hard candies and showed them the
drawings of trains, buses and cars. Michael spent most of his
time drawing trucks with a pencil— The big fellow was re-
served and shy. He hardly looked at me. Using your suggestions
I asked what you had discussed. He finally said a few things
about Dave, your mother and Ruth.

The only time we really got warm was after explanations
about your family. Then he popped out, “Was there an amicus
curiae in your trial?” and “Who besides Mr. Bloch was a wit-
ness for you?” The fact is both children are disturbed.

One thing Michae! said stands out, and that is that it would
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be better if he himself were here and not I. Of cousse, I could
not develop very many things in this first visit. Some songs
and s talk on the playschool loosened the kids up.

You set & good tone for the visit and it went off better
than I had expected. Do you know that your boys insisted
that the guards frisk them? The children said that you look
smaller. I pointed out to them that I am sens mustache and the
little ope asked, “Where did it go?”

It was evident to me from what they said thae they don’t
play with their blocks, tracks, clay, etector set and other
materials. It may be that the thmgs are lost or just not available
for their use.

We'll have to go into this in detail. Darling, the children
need us and I hope it will not be much longer, our separation
from them. Michael told me about our toom being ready and
about Grandma shifting to the living room, showing that he
is all set. After I left them I felt I tore out a piece of heart. Love,

- Julie

MY DEBAREST LOVE, Asguss 1, 1951
My heart is leaden within me. I'm afraid I was anything but
calm although Manny probably indicated to you that I was
woanderful. And to judge by outward appearances, I guess that
I was, But as I smiled and kissed the children, I was experienc-
ing such a bewildering assortment of emotions that I don't
think I was enough in control of myself to have accomplished
anything very far-reaching. Actuzlly, I doubt anyone else
could have either; after all, a first visit after a year's sepam:ion
~can hardly be expected to do much more than break the ice.
" Nevertheless, I am unable to set aside my sense of let-
* down and frustration; nor can I, needless to say, escape the
. verrible ache and longing that telentlessly pursues me now
that I can no longer hear the sweet sound of them.
- And yet I am also full of pride and joy. See you Friday—
Love,
Ethel

e — e ——— L
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My OwN DEAREST, August 2, 1951

Your very vivid description of tbe children’s visit moved
me deeply—I love them so much, how shall I ever go on
enduring without them?

The picture of my bewildered, sad-faced baby with the
haunted eyes and serious mien is a sight I cannot put out of
my mind. And Michael, with his deceptively cheerful demeanor
and flippant chatter, doesn’t exactly allay my anxiety, either.
They need help urgently, make no mistake about it; and there
are a number of suggestions I am impatiently waiting to share
with you. I have jotted down some and will add things right
up to your scheduled arrival in No Man's Land!

I think I had better go to sleep. The tears have begun again.
Darling, I need you, love you—oh, my God, where is there
an end to this wretched, horrible torment! Goodnight, Julie
dear,

Ethel

My DEAREST, August 3, 1951

Misery and grief we have in plenty, and I fully understand
and share your anguish, but we are very well qualified to
organize the proper program of rehabilitation for our children.

The visit with them showed me the cold reality of our
situation. I suggest you make an outline step-by-ssep, and we
will talk with Manny and membhers of my family and give
them our recommendations in writing. The entire home, play
and materials situation neceds a radical

I think every effort should be made to get Mike into anothet

" school and to try to get the baby w attend nursery school.

Mind you, I'm not alarmed, as I feel the necessary conditions
exist to do a good job. In all future plans for the children
I'm counting on your analytical mind and sense of demil to
help carry the ball for us. Always your own,

Julie
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DEAREST SWEBTHHART, Asngust 7, 1951

I awoke Saturdsy with a dull throbbing head and sick
feeling in the stomach, the understandable aftermath of a
week of emotional stress and storm. I'm fit as a fiddle once
more, however, so don’t be unduly concerned—

I love you for your tenderness and devotion and courage.
It hures © know how you suffer for your wife and children.
It's your continued appreciation of my problems and belief
in my ability to solve them that sees me through each bitoer
day. Your always loving, .

Eshel

My OwN DARLING JULIE, August 9, 1951

Did ever a woman have a husband such as you? No, no
woman ever did! And what has brought on this affectionate
outburst, do you think? Well, while rummaging around “among
my souvenirs” today, I found your Mother's Day card with its
touching tribute, and recalled how simply floored I was to
receive it. I recall how Manny glowed to see my response when
he delivered it, and his prideful flourish as he produced the
pitce de résistance, Michael's class picture. How merry and
bright his eyes are—and he is standing in the back row with
such an air of belonging and mature cheerfulness that I am
positively thrilled. I also experience such a stab of longing
for my boy that I could how! like a she-animal who has had
its young forcibly torn from her! How dared they, how dared
they, the low, vile creatures, Iay unclean hands upon our sacred
family? And cell me, oh, my sister Americans, how long shall
any of your own busbands end children be safe if by your

you permit this deed ‘10 go unchallenged!

Mylastvnith:hyouseemsdnmanddlsmnt. Bat [ see you,
nose pressed determinedly against that outrageous, yet ludi-
crous, wired barrier that separates us, eyes brimming over
with mischievous dcvdmem—l kiss you good night, with all
my heart,

Bthel
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My DEAREST JULIE, o August 13, 1951

Already my mind is leaping shead to Wednesday morning.
It is when you cross the distance that separates us and call
out your cheery greeting that I come alive once more and
koow that I am still my own self and not some faneastic being
from another realm. Still, I think I have progressed to & point
where I am more capable of accepting the prospect of many
more dreary months here without undue agitation. I am kind
of beginning to dig in and want desperacely for this philo-
sophical mood to remain with me!

Actually I have begun to feel I am merely waiting out the
time before I am sent home to you and our boys; in all decency,
in all justice, there can be no other end to this horror. So, say
1, let's be gay about it; at least, I needs must draw such a
conclusion, else why have I been singing these last two days?

The children's visit, I believe, is at the bottom of my rising
optimism and they are indeed cause for singing in anybody's
book. Manny’s last visit, too, was most encouraging. Certainly,
it grows clearer that a reversal is in proper legal order. I love
you, darling—Ever, your,

Eshel

My MosT Precious ETHBL, Ausguss 16, 1951

How the pattern keeps unfolding. More political arrests,
disregard for the rights of people and for the Constitution,
and a greater hysteria through the country. Now is the time
for the people to stand up and defend their rights.

Lena sent me a letter and among other news told me
of Michael's sleeping problem, that he wants to sleep with
Mama. She said she’ll discuss this with us when ghe sees us
Saturday. Just like his mother and father, he thinks all the
time and finds it difficult to fall asleep. He wants us, his parents,
to kiss him goodnight and put him to sleep. This kind of stuff
tears my heart out.

So much strength is needed. Only our complete freedom
and an early reunion with our family can serve to heal the
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harmdonemul.Nomm:what,l'lloontinuemﬁghtfo:
vindication. All my love, s

My VERY DEAREST, August 16, 1951
I have the curious feeling of living ina ?.'orld bey?nd :vhose
walls no other world exists; in jail terminology, I've made
it” I've “arrived,” because the “street” 0o ‘l;;alge';h forms ﬁ:h;
the painfully plaguing goal, it once did. Lhe ca‘e
mmcmarmpm;ﬁ:ls of the area in which tiam permitted have
issolved, because thete is no lopger any otmet ared.
dms’l?hisseemsmbethefmmeofmindtowa{dwmchltepd.
Iamoonsciowofaneedoorcmainimmetsedn.nmyownbang
that amounts to an resistance to showing my thoughts
and feelings. Oh, I make plans about t.he children, and you,
but—it's s though I don’t really believe these events will
transpire; they are dreams I have yet to dream, I withdraw into
myself and & lethargy and lassitade envelop me. Yet this
cuide world which I apparently have repounced is mofe
sharply with me than ever, by dint of the fact that the situation
hereholdssomuchlessmangenessandwmrformethann

know it's all paradoxical and maybe my brain is 50
wolrn with p;hngv:gd pulling that ic can’t function—TI love

you Eshel

Asgust 23, 1951
‘ . - h - ay.
: i8 & sweet serenity about this blue and golden ¢
I'c'llr.ih:fin the bright sun and air and know myself intoxicat-
ingly alive and strong! .
mggaw,m the point: darling, your mother's life and st:enﬁth
are being sapped so appallingly that I am peansxck“:!:icn:
appearance, I wrote Manny urgently requesting an ucic
with him early next week to work out a proper s.oluud‘:;:.t
Meanwhile, I went into some detail concerning materials

;
his N

e
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need to be made available for the children’s unsipervised use

. in the early morning before the adults are ready to get up.

In this way their noisy romping could be avoided or at least

mitigated. I suggested that he notify Lena to purchase plasticene

and cooky cutters and magic slates and rubber cars. Love,
Ethel

My DEAREST WIFE, Asgust 23, 1951

I was terribly shocked to see my mother's sickly appearance.
I sent Manny a letrer asking him to get my mother under »
doctor’s care at once, and also asking him to clear up the
situation at home.

I hope you read the Circuit Court reversal® of the Reming-
ton conviction as it was a noteworthy one. I call your arcention
to the court'’s admonishment of Saypol (U.S. prosecuting sat-
torney in the Rosenberg trial——ed.) for his practices, and it
pointing out of the errors of the judge. If the court gives our
case a fair review I feel confident it will reverse the conviction.

I got me a small brown butterfly and a nice white moth
which I pressed between the pages of a book. Of course, I'm
following your lead and am already looking forward to the
next time the children come to visit us,

I look forward only to our triumphant return to our home.
I imagine all the details of greeting the children and my
mother and then being together with you. It cannot be other-
wise, Always, your,

Julis

* Judge Swan stated in this opinion: "We wish . . . to sdmonish counsel
for the prosecution that in case of a rewial there should be no repetidon
of the crossexamination attack upon defense witness Redmont’s change of
oame, Redmont testified that he had changed his name for professional
tessony and that he had done so pursusnt to court order. On crogs-examine-
tiog the prosecutor continued his inquiry of this matter long after it became
dear that the change of name had no relevancy to any imue ac the trial,
gndfm!dcnlymemumnepomblendﬂpmiudkeonthcpmofthe

jury.
United States v. Remington 191 P 2d 246,252
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DEBAREST ETHHL, August 26, 1951

My chess games have stopped because the fellows I play
with have received copies of the printed record of their cases
and are busy at work. As Jong as I'm able to keep occupied I
manage. To my collection of insects I've added a locust and a
dragonfly.

Lena sent me a letter saying thac Michael had made friends
with one of the boys at the day camp who lives in the neigh-
borhood. He already has been at the boy’s home, eaten there
and they've arranged to exchange visits at each other's homes.
If we can get a trained person to supervise our boys I'm certain
their tensions will be cased. I am most concerned about my
mother’s health and the situation at home—

As I sit smoking I think of the evenings we spent at home
listening to records, the boys sleeping peacefully in their own
room. All the little things we did take on new meaning and
tell me I didn't know how lucky I was to have you and the
children.

I have learned the true worth of all this and am a happier
man for it. We didn’t lose.faith and now our position is going
to be clarified and shown to greater and greater numbers of
people and I am confident that this, with our expert legal
defense, will free us and prove our innocence. I'll make up to
you and the boys for this lost time and all the horrible torrure
—I love you, my wife.

Julie

SWEET VIBELLA,* - Asgust 30, 1951

I can report that since seeing you and Manny I'm in very
good spirits. It was a great satisfaction to learn many people,
including strangers, are taking a personal interest in our case.
Most importdnt to us is that the facts in the erial record be
made public to prove our complete innocence.

* A Jewhh expremion meaning “little wife.,”
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I wrote Michael yesterday and dectibed my insect collection,
to which I added four more specimens today.

It makes me happy to know that Michael and Robert are
goin% to go on outings and have a lot of fun with warmhearted
people.

I have to give you full credit for trying to help others when
you yourself are in such difficult circumstances. I know what
a magnificent person you are and I can appreciate it, but it
hurts to see how even at this time your family still tries to get
at you. How cruel this is, and how good for you that you
saw through it and didn’t let it faze you.

Ethel, I miss you very much but it will hold, as I'm certain
we will beat this frame-up and make up for all this lost time.
So long for now.

Julie

My DEBAREST, Seprember 9, 1951

The children’s visit was just perfect. They were in excellent
spirits from the time I entered the room, and enjoyed it so
much they were disappointed when it was over, Michael said
he wants more. Because of the good effect you had on them
the atmosphere was like a2 warm family get-together.

The boys were hiding under the desk and Robby's childlike
giggles gave them away. They rushed to me and we em-
braced. “Oh, goody!" said Michael, as I gave him a pencil
and pad, and he began to draw. I showed them my collection
of insects and put a couple of bananas and two Hershey bars
on the table. The big fellow said, “"Daddy, please don’t stuff
us.” Robby, however, proceeded to down both Hershey and
a banana and romped around screeching and acting mischie-
vous. I held him close, kissed and carried him around so I could
talk to Michael.

Most of the hour was spent in discussion. It started with
the death sentence, which Michael said he had read about. I
told him we were not concerned about that; we were innocent,
we had many avenues of appeal, and that it was not his job
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to be concerned about it, but to grow up and be well.

He asked me how you died and I told him. He asked if there
is an electric chair here and I said, “Yes.” He kept on asking
about the appeals, and what if finally we might lose, and death
faced us? I kept on reassuring him but I could see he was
terribly upset over it

He asked many questions on what he had read about
the action of the FBI and the jury. I explained as well as I
could, and Manny helped, and told him on the ride back home
.:e'd go into more detail,

The boy said, “Daddy, maybe I'll study to be a lawyer and
help you in your case,” and I said, “We won't wait that long as
we want to be with you while you're growing up.” He wants
80 to help us, to do something, and to be assured that all will
be well with us.

Oh, datling, he is burdened with all these grown-up problems
and he feels them deeply. I asked him how his Grandma
Sophie was and he said not so good, because he gives her trouble.
You understand, he makes noise and the neighbors complain
and he has guilt feelings.

A little incident took place that revealed something of
Robby’s problem. In his exuberance he spun a tray with glasses
and one of the glasses fell off and broke. Immediately he
scooted around Manny to hide, and Mike said, “Look what

done.” But I pooh-poohed it and reassured him,

The baby and Michael are both frightened and oaly our
early return to them will heal all the harm done. When I see
you I'll have lots more to tell you. I miss you terribly. All
my love; -

P . Julie
My DeaArgsT QONB, Seprember 9, 1951

This afternoon I basked in the sun—mind and body blessedly
at rest, face uplifred to its pleasant warmth. I closed my eyes
and floated in happy forgetfulness. It was a forgetfulness I
sought desperately, to escape my tormentingly vivid recollec-
tions of the children's visit on Friday.
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At first, remembering each moment of it brought only de-
light. But last night Michael's mischievously smiling face be-
came twisted with grief in my mind’s eye and Robby's sweetly
appealing little face grew sad and bewildered.

Make no mistake about it: this mother's heart is being
methodically and mercilessly broken and the pain is simply
not to be imagined. All my heart,b

Ethel

My DEAR SWEETHEART, September 16, 1951

One incident of the children’s last visit here I forgot to re-
late to you. While we were discussing the article in the Guard-
san, Mike suddenly looked at me in a quizzical way and said,
a little wistfully, “Daddy, I never saw you and Mommy kiss.”
I guess he saw a newspaper picture of us kissing in the van.

The way he said it, the hunger I saw in his eyes, made him
seem to be crying out, "I need my mother and father., Their
love, security and comfort have been taken away from me.”

Probably because he misses it so keenly now, especially the
last year, he has forgotten how openly affectionate we've al-
ways been to each other. The great hurt to our children is the
thing that plagues me mose—

About three months ago one of the fellows here planted
an orange pit in the dirt in a crack in the concrete. As all of
us are interested in living things in this bleak place, we wat-
ered it, nursed it along and it took firm root in the soil and be-
gan to flourish. By now it has grown to eight inches, bloomed,
flowered, and has small oranges on the branches. Can you
imagine the contrast? Bars, concrete, walls—and an orange tree
growing in a crack. Thriving freshness, beauty and life—in
this tomb.

We, too, will continue to grow in this negative atmosphere,
I think of the time when we'll enjoy our home again and our
children’s sweetness.

All my heart I send you,

Julie
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My DARLING JULIR, September 24, 1951

There is no question about it, we have a legal expert to be
reckoned with; what's just as important is that we have a friend
in whom we may place complete confidence. It is when I
watch him handling the children that my love for him grows
even more boundless.

The children haunt me day and night. Quite frankly, I'm
- getting fed to the teeth with people who pride themselves
on being regular “child psychologists.” No kidding! Oh, and
dieticians, too, let'’s not forger them!

Seeing the children has opened wide a floodgate; I am one
vast vessel of pain. It feels as though every last inch of me
besats with hurt. Always your own,

Eehel

DARLING, September 26, 1951

More than a decade ago, at Christmas time, 1936, | met
& young lady, fair, sweet, unassuming. This is the Ethel I
married and it's the besc thing that ever happened to me.

Twelve glorious years we've spent together. Always shar-
ing, seeking together life's joy, and as honest citizens taking part
in mapkind’s progressive efforts, As man and wife we cours-
geously assaulted life’s hurdies. We have lived, been happy,
learned and continued to grow—

To me it's remarkable that we have stood up so well against
physical discomfort, mental agony, emotional stress and com-
plete isolation—and always in the shadow of death. In spite
of this gloom and occasional despair we are holding our heads
high snd are completely confident of our final victory and its
-fruits—going home to our children. All that is happening

"we see clearly, snd we will never bend a knee to this tyranny.
My love, I have tried to show you how complete you have
made roy life. 1 hope on this birthday of yours you can get
some sustenance from my mind and heart set forth on paper.
Always edoring you,

Julie
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My DEAREST HUSBAND, Sepromber 26, 1951

Is it in your heart to forgive me for having been so foolishly
unhappy this morning? Please write me a letter at once, assur-
ing me you bear with me in my struggle to attain marurity;
plascer it with declarations of love and don’t spare the extrava-
gant language. Myself, I love you so deeply I am bereft of
words. I can only sit here and weep bitterly for you and the
children and our devastated lives.

My dear, have faith in me; your faith alone builds my confi-
dence, restores me to my rightful place in my own eyes and de-
fends me against the cold barren emptiness of existence here.

I'd appreciate it if you would give the question of the Jew-
ish holidays and their special significance for us, as part of a
prison congregation, your serious consideration between now
and our next talk.

And now, dearest, goodnight. Whatever tomorrow may
bring, I lay aside the burdens of the day with the clear con-
science that is given only to the pure in heart. I hold your
dear face between my hands as I used to do so long ago and
kiss you with all my beart. Lovingly,

Ethel

HeLLO, My GIRL, Sepeember 27, 1951

I have been giving deep thought to our last Wednesday visit.
After 1 thought it through I felt that I should have sided with
you, because you are completely hemmed in, at the mercy of
these outrageous emotional barbs, and under terrific mental
tension. Becruse, t00, your outburst, even though softly said and
politely stated, is the result of many just grievances.

Darling, I'm glad you stood up and sounded off. But please
don't spoil the good points by tearing yourself down and be-
littling. The only important thing is that you don't let this
sffect you so.

You are growing even now and rest assured I'm in your
corner 100 per cent of the time. You are & good and really
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lfro'.-at person, with compasion and warmth, but too soft-

I hope we may be able to spend my birthday and our anni-
versary together in our home. Pethaps I'm a bit optimistic, but
our kind of people always are. Happy birthday, dearest.

Julie

M!; DEARBST ETHEL, September 30, 1951
'm sitting at my desk looking at your sweet face which j
.Hasted on the wall beside the children’s pictures. On the occ:
sion of the Jewish New Year I want to wish you a happier
life, and that you continue being the person you are,

Lena’s visit was a good one. She asked me to tel] you that

Marpy's wife sent Mike two cowboy guns and a holster, and
Robby, a ferris wheel that goes around and rings a bell,
. Ever since I received the Guardion articles, I've been read-
ing and re-reading them. The truth is being made known
ﬁpal!y and good, decent people are beginning to come to our
aid in increasing nnmbers. The letters to the editor are so
heart-warming,

I spent most of the afternoon with my ear glued to the radio
tensely lxst?m'ng to a splendid game which the Dodgers finally
won. Jackie Robinson gave it a thrilling finish with a home
ran.

. Oh, my darling, how beautiful you look.
Julie

My DA;;.ING. - September 30, 1951

So now I am thirty-six years old. My second birthday behind
bars was marked by a variety of lovely cards, sent by my dear
busband's family, his sons and his wonderful self,

I am thinking now of the darkened streets of the Jower
East Side; edrly morning throngs of people will be hurrying
to the synagogues to pray. I earnestly hope their prayers are
answered, yet life has taught me that theory without practice
can be & pretty empty, meaningless gesture. Lip-service simply
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does not bring about the peace and good-will and security all
decent humanity so bitterly craves, We must not use prayer to
an Omnipotent Being as a pretext for evading our responsibility
to our fellow-beings in the daily struggle for the establishment
of social justice. Jew and Gentile, black and white, all must
stand together in their might!

Winter seems to have descended upon us without prelimi-
nary. Today's lowering sky was much more typical of Janu-
ary, and it ain't fair. Grimly I paced the concrete, lost in
thought and scorning the wind’s sharp sting. The Dod-
gers' victory over the Phillies, however, speedily restored me
to my usual cheerfulness. And so the day chat is always the
dullest for me to muddle through is drawing to a close. I greet
Monday with renewed vigor and determination; after all, if
Monday comes, can Wednesday be far behind? How wonderful
to have a week chock full of Wednesdays!

How wisely you counseled me last week; your rebel had
subsided considerably but begs to inform you that the lesson
had a telling effect! I love you, darling. Your old lady,

Ethel

MY DEAREST, October 1, 1951

The weekend came and went with nary a word from you;
of course, I consoled myself with your beautiful card; when lo
and behold, this afternoon brought a regular windfall of greet-
ings. I arise each morning with the thought of you warm and
unspeakably sweet within me and each night give myself into
your keeping once more; and all day my heare sings its re-
frain, "I am loved, I am loved!”

Honey, the Narional Guardian articles are excellene. I don't
know when I've felt so confident of cur eventual release.

As for the Dodgers, they've made me bite off every last con-
founded nail; 10-0, what a trouncing! It's that indomitable
spirit that has endeared them to so many. But it is chiefly in
their outstanding contribution to the eradication of racial preju-
dice that they have covered themselves with glory.
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72 DrATH HOU.SB LETTERS

occutred to me we might ask the warden if you and I could see
them together. o '

After the visit we'll be able to look forward to the next issue
of the Guardian—and I hope more letters from readers.

What we both said before our trial, during it and after it, is
coming to pass. It cannot be otherwise. After all, the real, final
court and judge is the American people. They are the guardians
of our rights, liberty, and yes, cur lives.

If it's possible, I'm happy even now—we have not faltered,
but have measured up to our own expectations. My love, we're

made of solid stuff. Your own, T

HELLO DEAREST, October 18, 1951

Just two days ago I looked out through the bars and fed
my eyes upon the sight of you. I felt such a stab of tenderness,
And in recollection I caressed that memorable evening when
the jusy deliberated our fate and we refused to give up hope!
What a long, tortuous toad we have taken since then. Yer,
somchow, for all the pain and torment, nothing shakes my
conviction that only the proud and the noble are to be found
in this particular thorny trail!

I have received no word from bome as to whether the chil-
dren are coming on Monday. I'm not as tense in anticipation
as I used to be. It is as though there are periods of dull suspen-
sion smack between hilarity and depression. Actually it is a kind
of resigned, weary despair that settles on me. Soon I head fora
sharper, more anguished despondency when I ask for breath
and struggle for equilibrium. Finally, I “make” it, and once
more head for batle!

Darling, I have been re-reading the Guardian articles. I get
so hopeful. I also get scared, and yet I just can’t bring myself
to think in terms other than victory and our eventual release.
Love you,

: Ethel

Children's Voices 73
My WONDERFUL WOMAN, Ocsober 21, 1951

Thank goodness, we'll be seeing the children tomorrow. 1
suppose Lena filled you in on the messy details with the incident
with Mike, which was even worse than I had feared. I hope to
be able to speak to Manny about the situation with Mike and
the social worker.

Did my sister tell you about how Robby enumerated all the
people he loves and left us out? When he was asked about
Mommy and Daddy, he replied, “But why don't they come
home?” He asked Lena to bring us home with her. She said
he was very happy when he was told he was to visit us. Apart
from my own ache over what our boys suffer, I go through all
kinds of hell thinking of how you're suffering.

Please, good people, do right by yourselves and us, and
make an end to this brutal frame-up. I'm confident and know
we'll be set free, but for the sake of the kids I hope it's fast.
Your own lover,

Jnlie

MY DEAREST, October 22, 1951

I have done all the crying tonight, I hope, that I am going
to do. My end of the visit with the children was a complete
fiasco! And I am in the most wretched unhappy state I have
experienced yet.

I awaited the children’s arrival in a kind of resigned stupor,
and now, no matter how sensibly I try to reason with myself
that Robby’s truculence and Michael’s anxiety were the neces-
sarily logical outcome of a set of circumstances over which

* I bad no control, I am rife with a sense of personal failure.

Datling, I shall have no peace until I have poured out my
anguish and chagrin to you on Wednesday. Sweetheart, I love
you! Your miserable wretch of a wife,

EBtbhel
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DEARBST JULIB, October 22, 1951

The more 1 think about it, the mote I am incensed ovet
the gross stupidity that has been displayed in the handling
of the children. Oh, sweetheart, it's about time we made our
feelings unmistakably plain. It's no use. I am so choked up with
all that I know and they don't know that will have to be re-
vealed to them if we want those boys of ours to grow strong
and healthy in mind and spirit, that I simply can’t tear it out
of me and get it down in words. In the meantime, honey, bear
with me; I miss you and need you so desperately. Oh, my God,
I'm so unhappy. Love, re

E

My DeARBST WIFE, October 25, 1951

I'm on pins and needles untl I hear from you. I know you
are shinking of nothing but the crue! hardships and emotional
bures the kids are experiencing. The joiat plans we've agreed
wpon must be put in execution at once. They must have the
beip of a professionally-trained social worker.

Peshaps by the time you get this letter we already will bave
received the legal brief from the Circuit Court of Appeals. I
suggest you read it and prepare notes—we might come up with
some suggestions that could be used in our oral argument ot in
the rebuttal brief.

Of course, it isn’t easy for innocent people to sit in the shadow
of death and not go to pieces, but sweetheart, we are here be-
cause we wouldn't knuckle under. We will continue to stand
our ground with all progressives for decency, freedom, peace
and real justice.

Remember our motto, my loved one~—"Courage, confidence
and perspective.” Your loving husband,

' Julie

HELLO, DARLING, October 25, 1951

My sweet, I'm so sotry I was impatient during our last meet-
ing, but I was fresh from several days of horrible mental anguish

o
4
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and my brains felt like s0 many scrambled egga: I'm afraid
you must be getting rather fed up with all the moaning I am
doing ¢4 the mail of lace. Dearest, I entreat you to show me
forbearance. I am half out of mind with anxiety, and with
the determination to obtain for the children their day in court.
(I shall end up as an advocate yet; this legal stuff is getting
into my very bones!) All my love,
Ethel

HEBLLO, JULIE DBAREST, November 1, 1951
Since Wednesday and all the , sweet words that pass
between us, I have been walking %zodair. My dear one, rmf east;d
I am ever-fortified in your love. ’

I am hoping to compose myself enough this weekend to
drop a few lines to Michael and Robby. As for the many offers
of assistance the Guardian has received from readers with re-
gard to the children, I feel the closest bond with these
“strangers.” I am speechless with admiration for my new-found
brothers and sisters! I love you,

Ethel

My DARLING, November 1, 1951

It was a pleasure to see you in such good spirits. When I
see you I feel strong and elated and am able to plow through
another week until our hour.

. An eternity of time is crawling along and it seems we're
in a bottomless pit with no connection to reality. Only contact
with you, Ma;my and the children dtags me back to life.

we can hear concrete results on plans for helpi

I'll be more than pleased. Then, toof)if we can ggtmsgo:ouf::g
news from the committee we'll feel a whole lot better. It is
important that we become pare of a living thing that is present-
ing the true facts about our case.

Another day, week, month—soon, soon—this can’t g0 on
forever. I have no doubt, regardless of how long it will take,

i
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that we will be completely vindicated. I think of, I dream of,
yes, I can clearly see myself taking you home and possessing you
completely, There it is, honey, good, wholesome life. We'll see
the day. All my love,

! Julie

' My DEAREST BTHEL, November 11, 1951

As I read this week's Guardian, the letters to the editor,
the superlatives used made me feel humble. I think the thing
that stands out js that we are just ordinary people similar in
many ways to the writers of the letters, and other thousands of
our fellow-citizens, and in our case they see part of themselves,
and the thoughe strikes them that they, too, ate threatened
with similar catastrophe. o

The 16-page pamphiet is the firse real beginning; we can
expect & mounting tide of support. It increases my determination
to come through all this mess victorious. _

Today is Armistice Day, when each human being should
analyze the significance of the war dead, the bettet to learn the
need of world peace. We two form a little diversion in the
martial game of world chess. '

By now it is Monday night—one day closer to seeing you.
Adoring you more and more~—some day we'll get married, yes!
Your own, Jube

GOOD MORNING SWEETHEART, November 13, 1951

I just had a pleasant breakfast. It is only 7:30 a.m. but al-
ready our laughter is resounding through the women's wing.
It is' so wonderful to wake up and find a sweet little lady on
hand (one of the prison matrons—ed.) with whom one is able
t0 be entirely relaxed and natural and enjoy a humorous ex-
change. Thére is only one other such gal here and I am truly
graeeful for them both.

Thoroughly relished every word of your last letter. Love you,

Bibal

Children's V oices SR ta

MY DgAREsT LOVE, November 15, 1951

After you waved goodbye at the door, I collapsed and cried,
and spent an afternoon and evening alternating tense apprehen.
sion with a determination to stand my ground emotionally, My
head ached and my stomach knorted, but I “made it” I awoke
elated to think that again by sheer will and intelligence I had
turned the tables. Now I'm as comfortable and relaxed as a
student in good standing at the College of Civics (CC's w
you) possibly can be. Love,

Ethel

My DARLING JULIE, November 18, 1951

A wintry sky and sharp wind sent me stamping briskly about
the yard, as though by so doing I might stamp out the rising
panic, the threatened assaule upon my decent human courage.
The unyielding loneliness which engages me in a grim and
continuous battle took possession unopposed today; it sank its
fangs so deep I wept helplessly. Oh, when shall I know again
the sweetness of sharing the happiness that is within the grasp
of 2 man and a woman!

I have been reading again Gentlemen's Agreement, and it
made me realize how starved I was for intellectual exchange, for
warm bond with other human beings.

It is Monday morning, and the tedium of Sunday is lifted.
I am in a constant fever to be ever-hastening elsewhere—all of
the tremendous distance that lies between one day and the
next! Please, sweetheart, where's that magic formula that will
insure our own happy ending?

Love you and kiss you with all my soul!

Ethel
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. MY SWEET, November 22, 1951

What do you think, now that the consultation with Manny
is over? There is nothing else we could ask for, short of going
home. Added to the encouraging activity on our behalf is the
news that things are under control at home. Looking at you,
I was sure you felt as I, completely removed from these sut-
roundings and once again part of worthwhile living. And
aside from the fact that we are innocent, an impartial reading
of the brief can give no answer but complete vindication for us.

A chicken dinner reminds me that it is Thanksgiving. We
can be thankful that we still are able to participate in fighting
for justice, peace and a better life for all.

Ethel dearest, we need strength to continue to withstand alt
this heavy pressure. Precious woman, my will and love for you
are stronger than these bars. You're always mine and only death
cad .change that. Your own,

: . Julis

My DEAREST ETHEL, November 29, 1951
The latest book, Cheaper by the Dozen, helps the time pass,
but the most refreshing pastime is a good session of chess. I

78
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believe that even though it might be construed s escapise—
my chess—that anything which makes it easier for us is very
important.

Yesterday Cal played me to a three-hour draw. It was a
fascinating game right down to the last move. Somehow to-
night I managed to beat him two quick ones. On the whole,
we're evenly matched and I enjoy playing him very much, but
soon he'll be getting more legal papers and I'll lose a partner.

I hope we'll soon be seeing the booklet printed on our case.
So much is at stake for us and for all justice in our land, and
tremendous effort is needed to carry the message to the people.

Are you aware that many times during the day I sit at my
table and look at your picture on the wall and talk to you?
Yes, my dear, I worry, too, and do have some doubts, but only
for moments, because it cannot be otherwise than that we shall
have a, victorious homecoming. Our innocence is our strongest
weapon. With all my being I love you.

Julie

My VERY OwWN DEAR LOVE, November 29, 1951

After you were gone the loneliness closed around me. The
question beat dully within me: how much could the human
heart endure without bursting, how much cruel blocking could
the natural instincts stand without release, and where was the
release to be obtained? Thought of you and the children was
a live tortare. But tonight the storm is spent and I am at peace—

Dear, | want to reassure you that all is well with me physi-
cally. Armed with “snuggies,” wool socks and rubbers, I am
2l set to withstand the rigots of the Ossining winter. The
longer I remain here the mote firmly I am convinced that not
only does it require a difficult course of study to become 2
successful inmate, but it demands a hefty purse. As for “keeping
up with the Jones's,” one can't avoid this noble concept even
in the Sing Sing death house!

How happy I am when I talk with you, only why do I need
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this miserable pcna.l and paper when you're just across the hall!
Love you dearly, Hbel

My DBAREST, December 2, 1951

‘m enthusiastic over idea of rings for the boys' presents,
Yolun;:ﬁ present them, ?a::lrl'll see them wearing out tokens of
Jove. How thoughtful you are for our boys, my mother, hoothe:
people—T'll save up my gift t you until the day we goAl me
together and we can live again. I am very opumistic. AWays
you OF Inlis

My DARLING December 9, 1951

bers of my family praise us for our steadfast
ca:r';}g‘:nl t?:n?::lp feeling yshy and at the same time humble,
believe me, I'm proud of us. ‘
bmixnn s:id that neighborhood people have begua to shms their
friendship and my mother begins to feel the support of decent
le. Many plans already have been made for a nice holiday
?oe:)%u; boys. New people have come forward and are taking
the kids to their bomes and on OuungS..:Mlcl.)acl has begun
w take his piano lessons again and this will give him 1
chance to make new friends among kids his own age. "
The piéce de résisiance is the splendid news of the Commi

's progress. .
m';‘opthg approaching promising day! Your own,
' . Julie
i mvm December 13, 1951

‘we' ots to share at our big hour Friday. If it should
nu‘f :nﬂ: 1:ha:te liobby demands most of the attention, give uiz
him, as he no doubt needs it, and I'll make up for it w ®
Mike. I'll be able to get the gist of the picruse from Mannmd oy
the outset. Remember, Ethel, it is a very short ume,
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set your sights too high. What I'm trying to say is, don’t allow
yourself to be set up for a great disappointment.

We must stress that this terrible situation is only temporary
and we will be coming home when this is over. Can you sug-
gest to Mike the idea of making pictures, drawings, and crayon
sketches at home and sending us some of his accomplishments?
See if you can get him to write us as he did in the past. I love

you,
Julie

SWEETHEART, December 14, 1951

This will have to be a rather perfunctory few lines but I want
you to know what I've accomplished since our talk. I sent
Manny a letter reminding him we expected him to bring the
kids the 19th, and suggesting how to minimize wear and tear
in making early train connections. He's to go to the house in
a cab, which is to take everybody to the train, and he's to give
the kids bread and butter and fruit en route rather than rushing
them through a full breakfast at home. I reminded him to buy
their milk in Ossining before arriving here.

I mentioned the liquidation of the shop and asked that
some of the toy money go toward such materials—records,
books, and so on—as will dramatize Chanukah for the children.
Love,

Ethel

My Love, December 16, 1951

During the week it seemed my feelings had congealed like
the ice out in the yard; your warmly-expressed thoughts had
2 thawing effect. I now realize what a hard crust had formed
across my heart,

It was fortunate this lonely, visitless weekend was bright
with sun after the snowstorm. All togged out in my “CC”
finery, and looking like a small roly-poly cop in my visor hat
and military coat, I trudged determinedly through the snow.
By now there's very little left that doesn’t bear my footprints.
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1 am so delighted when your thoughts coincide with mine. -

How did you know I had been planning to let Robby more
or less set the pace and give him as much attention as he needs,
and as I possibly can, without depriving Michael altogether,
and that in the event Robby demanded a lot, you could make
it up to Michael?

You are absolucely right; if I could learn to set less store
by what does ot does not get accomplished in the short time
given us, I should gain tremendously, and certainly the children
wouldn't suffer any more because of it. It is easier said than done,
however, and tension is bound to build up in me until I actually
lay eyes on them. Love you, - Bebel

¢

Most PRECIOUS ETHEL, December 20, 1951

The Chaoukah services last Tuesday brought back memo-
ries. Just two years ago we celebrated the Festival of Lights
in our own home with our boys, playing the same records.
I remember your careful selection of toys and gifes, and your
many preparations. This holiday, signifying the victory of our
forefathers in a struggle for freedom from oppression and
tyranny, is @ firm part of our heritage and buttresses our will
to win our own freedom, _ )

I am optimistic as to 1952—, Love of my life, this has to
end sometime. Hurry, hurry, let it happen soon. Your own,

Julie

My DRAREST ONE, December 27, 1951

I know how our thoughts hurled across the space that sepa-
rated us a3 the Chanukah candles burned and the music played!
The dramatic intensity and beauty of the songs, so expressive (_)f
the tremendous creative powers of the people of Israel and theit
capacity to struggle for their freedom, filled me with pride and

ladness.

& And although the tears spilled over, once I was back in my
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cell and saw the greeting cards from Lena, Bchel and their re-
spective families, I fele myself inspired beyond measure. Yours
always,

Brbel

My ADORABLE WIFE, December 30, 1951

By the time you get this a very dark year for us will have
become history. Progress has been made in organizing a cam-
paign to obtain justice for us, but it still is oo little and too
slow. Being a realist, I am fully aware of the great effort that
is needed to overcome the paralyzing inertia that the Justice
Dept. has instilled in the American people. With courage, added
confidence and perspective, a happy New Year to you, my love.

It was heart-warming to hear from my sister how com-
pletely the boys’ holiday has been filled with interesting visits,
the company of warm people, thoughtful gifts and love. Many
friends are coming forward and volunteering aid.

Sweetheart, we'll make up to our boys for all they've been
denied. I repeat again that I look to you in the coming yeat
to be my rock, my inspiration and all that is beautiful in life
to me, All my heart,
1952 — BEST WISHES — LOVE — HAPPINESS —

FREEDOM — PEACE!
Julie

My DARLING ETHEL, January 6, 1952

How happy I am to have two such wonderful sisters, com-
pletely devoted to us and constantly working in our behaif.
Lena was brimming over with news: that you are fine and
feeling good, and that the Commictee has accentuated its work,
and that the office is 2 beehive of activity in our behalf.

Support is pouring in from all over the world. And in the
newspaper advertisement we can see the results of the campaign
to win public opinion to the truth, The Sunday Dasly News
said the D, A. filed his 82-page brief in court. My guess is that
oral argument will take place within two weeks. As far as
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this particular court is concerned, this is it. Because we have
many telling points and sound legal reasoning in our brief,
I am optimistic, but anything is possible because of the nature
of our case.

Lena gave me a good account of Michael and Robby. There
is noticeable improvement in their emotional security during
the last month. Love you as always,

Julie

My LoveLYy ETHEL, January 10, 1952

An item from Thursday's Law Jowrnal indicates our case will
be the third one to be heard by the Circuit Court of Appeals.
Probably by next week the rebuttal brief will be submiteed, and
this will be the end of the first round. Dearest, we've got
grit our teeth and bear up under the new strains while the
three judges deliberate on the appeal. All we need now is a
fair shake. '

Above all, we must be prepared for a negative decision, be-
cause there is no guarantee in a case like ours that law, facts,
and fair play will be the deciding factors. In spite of this,
I am confident we will get a reversal.

There is a pleasant aroma in my cell and it is due to four
Jewish salamis hanging from the juncture of my fly-leaf table.
A one-inch remnant of the first proud delicacy that I devoured
is beckoning me to complete my glutconous feasting. I must
confess I've put aside my diet. But I assure you I eat no more
than half of one a day. Sey, wouldn’t it be swell if we could
get, some i? Better still, I'd like to eat at Katz's—one
day I'll mke you there. All my love,

E : Julis

My SWEETEST WIFE, January 17, 1952

I feel quite distutbed because we didn't have enough time
at our legal consultation and I believe I left you with a wrong
impression of my brusque conduct. I was terribly keyed-up
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until our counselor arrived, and then was o set on hearing all
about the legal argument and briefs that I was a bit hasty and
impatient. Please, sweetheart, understand me; I know you must
feel that I didn't give you enough consideration and to an
extent you are right. Drop me a note and tell me all is for-
given. I love you very much and I don’t want to infringe on
your rights, or cause you any unnecessary pain.

I am elated at the news that many people are flocking to our
support. All who read the pamphlet immediately see the na-
ture of our case and want to do something about it. This is the
real guarantce that we are not alone and that our chances of
obtaining justice are much better.

On the whole I feel in high spirits. I love you with all
my heart,

Julis

My SWEETEST, January 18, 1952

I have been in an emotional dither since Manny left, espe-
cially since there were many things my heart longed to say to
you, darling, as we parted. Julie dearest, of course I'm not
angry! Yes, I am, at that; I'm angry to & point of boiling
fury at our helplessness in the face of our enforced separa-
tion. The injustice of our having to endure all this fills me
with righteous indignation.

Sweetheatrt, expect me to pull a couple of boners now and
then. Not that your temporarily sharp reaction exactly cramped
my style outwardly, or even caused me to lose any sleep; still,
it does make me feel I haven’t your genuine acceptance of my
right to make, yes, an ass of myself, if you will.

Whatever might be involved, I love you, dear one, as I love
my very own life. All my love, your

Ethel

My DEAREST, January 27, 1952
I had a most gratifying visit with my sister. Isn’t it remark-
able how people can grow and rise to the occasion? I am sure
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my sisters amaze eves themselves by the effectiveness of their
activities. The reason is obvious; they are good, decent women,
and our cause is just and is tied to home by flesh and blood.
Yes, my dearest, the action of these two more than compen-
sates for the shameful behavior of your own family. My sisters
are certainly better people for their participation in the cam-
paign, in spite of the emotional pain they are suffering.

Darling Ethel, I am so terribly lonely— When? How
soon? How much more can body and mind take? The only
consolation is that we are coming closer to our final homecom-
ing. 1 need your strength, my womaa,

Love you more than life itself,

Julie

My DEAREST WIFE, February 10, 1952

I just came in from my afternoon yard period. The air
has a crisp freshness to it—salty, with a fishy odor of the
open sea, that gives one a glotious feeling of the vigor,
magnitude and ever-moving strength of the river.

It brings with it a certainty of life and a promise of new
snd greater things. The warming rays of sunshine tell me that
spring is close and there is an expectancy in the air, and for
us, the dawn of a new day approaching,

As 1 walk briskly around the yard, eyes focused on the
droning airplane in the distance, gliding seagulls and gyrat-
ing sparrows, my mind outlines a picture of you walking with
me anm-ip-arm. Now I am filled with exuleant happiness be-
cause I have you. Sweetheart, you are mine, Always your,

Julie

My WONDERFUL DARLING, February 14, 1952

This day and every day you are always my sweet valentine.
Your strength sustains me. Good news from home and the
Commirttee encourages me. It also helps when I mark off the
days on the calendar and know that we are coming closer to
the time when we will obtain justice under the law.
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Sweetheart, your poetry had the desired effect, and it is our
suggestion that you devote more of your léisure time to amus-
ing us with your satirical lyrics. You have captured the crux
of the “CC" atmosphere, and as a reward, you have become
the poet laureare of “Sing Sing Manor.”

Even though I'm going throagh the Lamont book (T'be In-
dependent Mind, by Corliss Lamont—ed.) at a vety slow pace,
1 am enjoying every page of it and find it a very stimulating,
thought-provoking work. You, too, will find this book worth-
while reading.

There is a big backlog of books on my list but it takes quite
a bit of doing to overcome my mental inettia and drive away
my worries enough to apply myself. I kiss you tenderly,

Julie

SWEETHEART, 7:30 a.m., February 26, 1952

My dear one, last night at 10 o'clock I heard the shocking
news. (The US. Circuit Court of Appeals had tejected their
appeal—ed.)

At the present moment, with little or no detail to go by,
ic is difficult to make any comment, beyond an expression of
horror at the haste with which the government appears to be
pressing for our death. Certainly it proves that all our analy-
ses regarding the political nature of our case have been amaz-
ingly cotrect.

My heart aches for the children; unfortunately they are old
enough to have heard for themselves, and no marter what
amount of control I am able to exercise, my brain reels, pic-
turing their terror. It is for them I am most concerned and it is
of their reaction ] am anxiously awaiting some word.

Sweetheart, if only I could truly comfort you. I love you
so very dearly.

Mail call—courage, darling, there’s much to be done. Your
devoted wife,

Erhel
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February 28, 1952

I'm still terribly shocked by the horrible affirmation of our
conviction in such apparent haste. hope the cleck of the court
sends me a copy of Judge Frank's opinion.

I caa’t help but see the deceit and sophistry used by a so-
called “liberal” and honorable man to continue this political
frame-up. He brings into play all sorts of rhetoric to camou-
flage the fact that our lives are being sacrificed in the interest
of keeping non-conformists in line,

Now more than ever it is necessary for us to exert all our ef-
forts in the only manner we have lefe 1o us——to expose this star-
chamber proceeding.

Because we are coming close to our final decision and at
dxeprcsentmmwearealsodosctocu:death,lscemore
clearly than ever that you mean more to me than anything else
in life, including my own flesh and blood. Ethel, because of
you I've lived a full life and nothing can destroy it Always

yours,
Jubis

DARLING, February 29, 1952
Although I don't imagine anyone will feel exacely in the

mood for a birthday celebration, it is important that the chil-

dren’s lives be as little affected by the decision as possible.

Certainly I myself should not desire 2 large gathering where
everyone straing for a gaiety thae is non-existent, but Mike
should have the happy privilege of inviting a couple of kids in

share a birthday cake and some fun, and he and Robby
.:l(:ould be taken out for a special treac. I plan to talk to Lena
on this, stressing the need to maintain a genuine cheerfulness
about the house, as nothing is so destructive to & child as an at.
mosphere of continual despair,

I am lashed by the most tremendous kind of longing, deat-
est, if we could-only be together. I love you so much. Your
devored,

Brbel

APPEALS—..
THE
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DEAREST WIFE, March 2, 1952

Yes, any illusions we may have had that judges of the higher
courts are above hysteriz and politics are completely destroyed.

We must soberly realize that our only hope rests with pec-
ple. The statk terror of the impending death sentence does
not change that. Only they can stop this legal lynching.

Since the interpretation of the law as set forth by Judge
Frank puts in grave danger all progressives and non-conform-
ists—and others as well—I am positive that our fellow-citizens
will rally to nullify this action.

I expect that ac this late hour the campaign to bring our
case before the public will gather momentum and after the
meeting* we'll begin to make headway.,

I am sure we'll do our part and that is why I'm looking
forward to getting a copy of the opinion and 8oing to work on
it. I'm going to suggest to Manny, too, that when the records
are printed for certiorari each of us gets a copy.

* Pirst large public meeting held on March 12, 1952 g Pythian Temple,

in New Yotk City, by the Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case.
89
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Your plans for combining the children's visit with a cop-
sultation l;J:e excellent; it will depend on our counselor’s ability
to spare us the time now when so much legal work must be
done. Until Wednesday—love,

Julie .

PS.—Keep singing and punching, my wonderful “gul; the
furare holds many good possibilities. You know-~“courage,
confidence and perspective.”

My SWEBTEST WIFE, March 6, 1952

Wednesday aftercoon I Michael's picture. Darling, it's
beautiful, jus{ like our boygg'there is something about this pic-
ture with its slight smile that reminds me of you. Onth'c
birthday card I am sending out tonight I wrote how happy it
makes me to have this gife of his. The letter to Robby also
wentoutand!ammethekidswill'getakickogtofmy ef-
forts. Do you think, Mommy, your boy is getting to look
handsome? Like his father!!

Ethel, last Wednesday's visit was a pretty good one and I
believe we will be able to continue work on the important mat-
ters. Believe me, it is only in this sense that I am interested
in having the Appeals Court decision and the trial record. We
may be able to help our lawyer in pointing out the discrepancies
in the testimony of those witnesses who helped fra:pe us. And
it is important to our morale to participate actively in this fight
for our lives that at the same time has such significance for the

ican le.
Amvgfte nefee:’ I:Ivem wallflowers and we intend fto make lc:ou:
wel tfeltlbopeyoncnngetasmuchstrengtp rom my love
for-gyh;)u as your love has given me. Keep urying, sweetheart,
Your devoted,
. Julie

My WONDERFUL WOMAN, March 16, 1952
The splendid news my sisters brought of the Pythian Temple
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meeting and other activities surpassed my estimate of the fight-
back to date. Let us hope that non-partisan liberal and conserva.
tive elements will take a part in the case, At stake here are the
rights, security and very lives of all brave people of all shades
of opinions.

No small factor is the need to combat anti-Semitism that sus.
rounds the case. I have reference to the fact that since we are
inpocent they seize on the conviction, although it is illegal, and
say, “Look, it is the Jews who are responsible.” I am stil) very
confident, but without any illusions as to the difficultics we face,
Qur family, incidentally, is right on the ball.

Ethel, we've just begun to fight, Keep your sights on the fu-
ture. Always your devoced,
Julis

MY SWEETHEART, March 31, 1952

I wonder if you know how extraordinarily precious you are?
It’s an altogether astonishing idea to me that seeing you and
hearing you for such an insignificant length of time should do
me so much good!

Into the bargain, Wednesday afternoon brought me a letter
from your sister Ethel, with & few lines from Michael, to wit:
“Dear Mommy, I had a birthday party on March 9,1952. I had
a wonderful time, Aunt Ethel and her family, Aunt Lena and
her family and A came. Ethel brought the birthday cake
and candy—we played musical chairs, and I played the piano.
Thanks for the cards. Love from Michael and Roberr” Of
course, you will have to wait until next week to see the kid’s
beautiful handwriting and precicus mis-spelling,

Ethel wrote chiefly of the party; she and Lena went to town
with cake, candy, candles, napkins, chocolates, party hats and
ite cream! They bought him long-sleeved undershirts, sport
shirts and slacks. Mike's friend gave him some kind of stencil
and lacquer ser and Robby 2 weaving set, which he enjoyed with
the help of the boy's mother.
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Darling, just go on loving me; I need your support and ap-
proval so badly. The loneliness is ghastly. All my love,
Esbel

My DEAR ONBE, April 2, 1952

How happy I am when I am with you; the very air changes
and the heaviness lifts, and the will to live and work and fight is
mine again!

Darling, this morning a letter is going out to the children ex-
plaining the delay in the visit and reassuring them of our love.
I received a lovely Easter card from them.

"There was also a letter from Ethel. One thing she wrote was:
“Thank goodness, the children are fine now, but whenever
Michael goes to the toilet at night he arouses Mama to tell her.
A small light is on in the foyer berween the bedroom and the
bathroom, and it burns all night. Perhaps you can tell Michael
that once he arouses Grandma, it is hard for her to fall asleep

agin.

Please, dearest, be as calm and as clear and as firm as you
know how to be when you see Ethel or Davy this weekend. I
am at my wit’s end as t0 how to place the most effective em-
phasis on that! Love, ”

Btbe

My WONDERFUL ETHEL, April 10, 1952

It seems to me that in the latest opinion handed down by
the Circuit Court of Appeals® there are grounds for believing
we positively will get certiorari. Besides Judge Frank’s conces-
gion that there are debatable points of law involved, there is
his answer op our two points. Insread of destroying them it
actually makes them stronger. This looks to me like our first
break in the courts.

* Concetning the contention that the death sentence constituted “cruel and
unususl punishment,”Judge Frank seferred 1o the Quirin case where this was st
issue, and swmted: “As, however, the Sapreme Court did not specifically dis-
cass it, that Court may well thiok it desimble % review that mspect of our
decision in this case,”
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Our lawyer will be in court Monday on delaying the court’s
mandate until the Supreme Court gets our case. I gather he
will have to file his brief for certioreri within 30 days. Manny
has a great deal of work cut out for him but I hope we don't
have to wait too long to see him.

At times I just feel sick to the stomach with all this barren,
senseless and cruel terror of waiting for execution,

It is good to know that even without the facts having been
publicized to any extent, the entire Jewish press was aghast at
the brutal sentence.

Now that the facts are being spread, ever wider groups of
people will come to our support. It's tough, hard, and oh, so
long—but it’s the only road to complete vindication, and
nothing less will do. Always devoted, your,

Jwlie

DARLING WOMAN, April 13, 1952

You know, it's wonderful to see you feeling good. I watched
your face as you were busy sopping up all the good news Manny
was telling us, and it was beautiful. I, too, scared to new heights
ac the splendid work being done by our lawyer, the Committee
and the many decent human beings supporting our fight for
justice.

Keep your chin up, Ethel. If we must suffer through this
pightmare, then the very manner in which we conduct ous-
selves will conttibute to the general welfare of the people,
For we are serving notice that we don’t scare easy. The work-
ing men and women in our country don't either, when they
know the facts,

We've left a big chunk of suffering behind us these last two
years and we are coming closer to our emancipation. All my
heart I send you—

Julie
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MY SWEBTHERART, April 17, 19532

It is now 6:30 p.m. and dusk is settling rapidly into night,
end & couple of late birds, chirping sparrows, are still flitting
noisily back and forth in front of the window facing my cell.
Yes, my love, summer is on its way, and the half hour of sun-
shine I had today gave me new desire to be free.

A tremendous amount of work is necessaty to offset opposi-
tion from the leaders of the so-called “liberal” organizations.
Even on the question of peace many of these “leaders” have
refused to speak up. Many others doubtless would speak up
:i?)x. our behalf but are frightened of being labeled “unortho-

I do hope the children will come this Sunday. Now take it
easy and don’t worry. Your devoted husband,

Julie

My SWEET, April 19, 1952

From the newspapers and from all that my dear sister Lena
told me it is evident that responses are pouring in to the Com-
mittee. The public is beginning to discuss the issues in our
case. The attendance at rallies, the contributions and the pet-
tions coming into the Committee office are bearing out our
faith in the American people.

Because of these results, the professional propagandists of
hate are howling “red” to frighten these decent people. I ex-
pect to see their campaign of vilification grow in volume. All
my love, your own,

3 . Julie

My VERY DBAREST JULIE, May 6, 1952
Yesterday 1 looked at my photo of Mike with his hair falling
down over his forehead and his de awry, and thought I should
busst with longing. How I should love to have a similar photo
of my Robby instead of merely a snap. I must remind Ethel
of my request for same,
On May 14, my sweet, as the State of Israel celebrates its
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fourth birthday, our Robby will be celebrating his fifth. More
power to both!

Lover, goodbye for now; many kisses until I'm looking
across at you from out of my cage again! Love you ever so
much.

Eshel

SWEETHRART, May 29, 1952

The hopes of mankind this Memorial Day will be for peace
in the world. Daily I scan the newspapers for signs that peace
is nearer and I feel sure most people are doing exactly this.

Qur own stamina is possible not only because of our inno-
cence, but our understanding of the issues at stake. We have been
clear, forthright and outspoken as always, because we have
nothing to hide. It is our accusers and prosecutots who are in
mortal fear of the truth. ‘This can be the only explanation for
the lies and smears they have had printed against us—an
organized campaign to discredit us and prevent people from
examining the facts in the case, for they know they presented
no evidence.

Remember, my wife, I love you.

Julie

My ADORABLE ETHEL, June 2, 1952

Keep your hat on, my sweet, in ten days our counselor will
be here with the petition and brief to the Supreme Court. We've
got a long stretch ahead of us, my love, so renew your lease
and plan for a couple of seasons of Ossining housekeeping. I'm
looking forward to a pleasant summer replete with good news
on our behalf.

I just looked up at the picture of our little Robby standing
in front of his Grandma. Ethel, what I saw moved me so.
There was my beloved mother, full of compassion, aged with
experience, pain and hardship, and yet 2 symbol of courage
and strength. It is so important to our loved ones and all
Americans that we win a decisive victory. It is gratifying to see
how enthusiastic my brother and sisters become as they rzalize

m
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the great extent of help the public is giving us. We must take
nel:v courage from our new-found friends, They are making

the issues clear, All my love, YW'] e

My DEBAREST JULIR, June 16, 1952
All day I have been hankering to talk to you! Try o con-
vince this silly heart, just wy, that conversation with you takes
place on Wednesdays only. It pays me exactly.no attention and
goes oa longing for you. I am fully and painfully aware, of
course, that your own heart is every bit a8 captious as mine.
Darling, your birthday came and went with nary a hss from
your wife or hug from your children. It came and it went
much the same as every day comes and goes in here. .
Love you so very dearly, and miss you more all the time.
Kiss me goodnight, the way you used to, my dear husband.
Your wife and children adore their wonderful Daddy. Your

loving, Eshel

My DEAREST HUSBAND, June 18, 1952

How could I forget our biggest day? Ashamed as I am to
admit it, I must owa up to chis reprehensible omission. I have
only this to say on my behalf: I live with such a nagging,
blinding misery, that I grow dully indifferent to the passage of
time, even t0 missing up on a date with as much significance
as June 18! .

What caa I do, your wife is & worty wart! She is, however,
trying desperately to become 2 fairly presentable woman; to
date, unfortunately, all my efforts have availed me nothing
but three shapeless, formless garments.

ul-lave you It,;::en kissing me goodnight of late? Because I
never fail to kiss you! Ob, darling, what a ghastly farce we ate
compelled to endure! So impossiblg lloncly—

- Esthe,
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My LOVELY ETHEL, June 19, 1952

Ever since reading about the events leading up to the cap.
cellation of the meeting (scheduled for Brooklyn Academy
of Music, June 18—ed.) I've been searching in vain through
all newspapers and nacy an inkling of what happened, Of
course no one but the Compass protested this undemocratic act,
but how come they didn’t follow it up and report on the meet-
ing?

Honey, I'm sorry I monopolized so much of our short visit.
Rest assured that next time I'll make up to you. I recall how
wonderful it used to be at home, each of us working and sharing
our work, problems, fun and love.

Ethel, you must understand it is not easy for me to put things
in writing. I would prefer to teli you directly. Always de-

voted,
Tulie

HELLO SWEETHEART, June 26, 1952

Today was moving day again for five of us and now I'm
closer t0 you, residing in Cell No. 1 in the west wing. I spent
8 couple of hours washing bars, sink, bow] and floor. I was
bathed in sweat but feel pretty good now as the cell is very
clean and was recently painted. Also there s g new mattress,
I'll miss the pleasant company of men I've lived with for more
than a year, however,

I can tell by the loud braying Howard Rushmore is doing
in the Journal-American, trying his darnedest to prevent public
rallies on our case, that the Committee is having a great dea]
of effect.

I am beginning to get a little anxious over the coming visit
of the boys, but each visit with them js better than the lase.
I hope they'll be leaving for the country soon, for this weather
is oppressive, and I'm sure they'll thrive with good company,
good play, and good fun. I must talk to my family about my
mother's visit. I'm wortied about her traveling alone,

Tty to keep cool and collected, my love. I'm stll carrying

o
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the torch for you, remember, in spite of the heat wave. Always

love,
Julie

HgrLro, DARLING, June 29, 1952

I am 30 completely enamored of our petition that I haye
high hopes we will be granted certiorari, if it gets the atten-
tion it should receive. It is a stupendous legal‘ document, dis-

visiting another prisoner was to give her a ride into the city.
I was elated over the news she brought of the rallies, and I
was pleased to hear that Howard Rushmore lied when he re-
~pocted that Rabbi Sharff (Rabbj Meyer Sharff of Brooklyn
—ed.) would not appear any more at our railies because it was
charged that they were “communist-controlled.”

Say, darling, 'm only 30 feet from you! But the steel doors
afe equivalent to endless distance. We are getting closer to our

decision and I'm optimistic we'll win our freedom,
Love you with all my heart.
Iulie

My SWEET ViBBLLA, July 2, 1952

Taking up most of the wall above my desk is a full page of
last year’s July 4 issue of the Neow York Times reprinting the
Declaration of Independence. By now, it's turning yellow with
age and in one corner, alongside the other signature, appears
my name. Since I take second place to no other American in
my loyalty to my country, | am going to let it remain here fit.
tingly decorating my cei. By our conduct in this case, when
our lives are at stake, we ase illustrating -the fundamental
tenets of our democracy. No amount of distortion and deliber-
&te rewriting of American history can hide its progressive drive,

T ———

Appeals—The Public - %

1 prepare for July 4 by reading the Beards’ History of America
and studying the meaning of what is happening today. The
new tyrants are emasculating our constitutional safeguards and
threatening the people’s liberties end lives, We're right and we
must win. Your devoted hushand,

Julie

My Preclous ETHEL,

specialist for my mother before her eyes get any worse; [ was
tetribly upset to hear about her continued trouble with them,

being organized all over the countty,

This makes it two years that we have been torn from each
other’s arms and away from the warmth of our love. Bue all
we have suffered has not changed us nor our relationship, The
beautiful part of it is that we will win in mote ways than
one, and I am talking about ourselves as human beings.

Peace has a most important effect on our situation. For if
cold-waz-palitics-as-usual dominates the highest court we'll not
get a reversal.

Accept all the love of my heart. Your devoted,
Julie

DEAREsT, July 17, 1952

You looked so beautiful in your new dress, and the clarity
of your understanding, particularly of our case, gave me a
secure feeling—that we're in the groove.

This summer will be a fruitfy) one for the boys. Our stubborn.
efforts to see that they were placed in a new environment where
they can make new friends seem to have brought success,

I'm greatly relieved over reports of my mother’s eyes, byr
T'll continue on the alert to see that her health is not neglected.

I've been day-dreaming, darling, imagining myself with yow
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mdtheboysonnvlcation,anditmreisuwonderfulfeeﬁng
t0 be with one’s family sgain. All my love,

Julie
My SWEEBTEST JULIS, July 22, 1952

I simply must take dime out from my reading to share with
you @4 most wonderful piece of news. Along with your letter
this afternoon came one from the children, evidently in answer
¢ one you sent them lase week. Of course I shall read it to you
Wednesday, but I couldn’t contain myself until then.

You can’t possibly know how eagerly I look forward to
seeing you each Wednesday; your tender words so faithfully
communicated week in, week out, do comfort me,

This horrible heat has dampened my ardor for handball,
writing letvers or anything even remotely connected with efforr.

Love, I grow impatient; I want you so desperately, and all
I may do is improvise with a confounded pencil on a con-
founded piece of paper! How much dearer to me you are than
you have ever been! Your lonely one,

Eshel

My MosT CHARMING WIFE, July 24, 1952

Would you believe that I've been walking on a cloud since
our last visit? You look lovely in your new clothes. They lend
an gir of freshness and a promise of happier surroundings for
you, my dearest.

Our boys are enjoying every minute of the day camp and
their stay with their new friends. They are to call my mother
cvery.weekandmemd:cchnrgessoshewillhavethepl'eas}ue
of talking to them. Mike’s letver was splendid, and by all indica-
tions many of the questions about our case which perplexed
him will receive adequate answers from warm and friendly
people there. o

Oh, honey, the days are long and time just crawls, and all
this time I should be near you. However, in spite of it all,
we know the score. All my heart';ﬂl;:e.

o S —
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DARLING, Angust 3, 1952

T'm simply carried away, enthralled, enraprured! You can't
guess. Well, I've been listening to "Old Man Tosc” conducting
the NBC summer symphony. What a magnificence of sound
that guy an cll forth; it's positively incredible. All righe,
sweetheare, I'll cut it out and Py some actention to my own guy.
I want to state here and now (details on Wednesday) thae
I had such a pleasant visit with my brother Bernie that it served
to counteract some of the desolate feeling that usually sets in
over weekends.

Julie dear, another of your earncst epistles just made jts
appearance, You're so serious-minded, so sincere, I could eat
you in sheer extremity of feeling! Love you, sweetest,

Eihel

SWEETHEART, Asugust 3, 1952

Another day, another week and still another month. Time
marches on—without us—and we are lefc to suffer through
Monotonous, eadless loneliness, stripped of all we bold dear
but our self-respect. How else could one maintain his strength
but to reassert the cardinal principles of his life and call on

all his past experience to give him the necessary incentive to

Constantly striving to overcome time by reading, writing
and blotting out any thoughts of difficultes, But always cogni-
zant of the realities of the situation—

That's us, dear. Perhaps because we have so much to live for
and we so love life, we find our separation this hard, Yet the
contradiction is that we are able to mainain our stamina pre-
cisely because we know all this. ‘

Do you recall our summer vacations with the boys? Can

- you picture all of us togecher in the country or at the beach?

The fact that people are filling in for us and doing everything
for our boys eases the terrible hurt and anxiety, But I feel
cheated. Two years, years especially important for our kids,
were taken away from us. My only hope is that it will not cake
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too much more time for us to be with our children again.
Enough'’s enough. Oh, tyrants, you've got more than your pound
of flesh and blood from two innocent people and their innocent
family.

But we hope by exposing this frame-up to be compensated
for our own heartaches. At least, other innocent people will
not be 50 easily hurt as we have been. All my love,

Julie

My DBAR ONE, August 7, 1952
I'am 30 utterly alone today I must speak to you. Yesterday
I was quite aware of myself as the dispenser of glad tidings,
and played the role for all it was worth. Unfortunately, no
amount of joy expetienced at our meetings compensates for the
endless hours of our seperation.
Ethel
DARLING, August 11, 1952
Finally this morning I scribbled off a fairly decent letter to
the children. Yes, dear, I put in your request for carbon copies,
and urged them also to send snapshos. Will give you the
details on “"Wondrous Wednesday.” Ah, me, it is still only
"Miserable Monday” (just 2 slight edge over “Sorrowful Sun-
day”) and “Tantalizing Tuesday” is not yet in sight!
Gee whiz, I want you. All my Jove,
Eshel

P. 5. My sweet, you sing my praise so extravagantly; of
course, I don’t like it—not much I don't!

Hongy, Asuguss 14, 1952

No matter how many times I re-read a letter of yours it
always: exudes freshness— The very nature of our case and
the type of incarceration here, with the ever-present threat
of death staring us in the face, gives rise to violent and extreme
emotional  feelings, plaguing us with innumerable frustrations,
but as we have experienced, always causing us to fight back
to a stable foundation.

We can be thankful that we have attained the level of un-
derstanding to ascertain truthfully our position and keep a

il
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cofrect perspective—our campaign for completé vindication.

Yes, to us, my wife, our lives and freedom are most im-
portant, but our case goes w the heart of the political issues
that are confronting the country. Take heact, my love, we are
not alone, but part of an ever-increasing army for justice and
peace. Your fellow,

Julie
HELLO DARLING, August 17, 1952

Within a few weeks some of our friends will be back from
vacation and rekindle our waning spirits. I enjoyed my sister’s
visit very much because of the report she gave me concerning
the Chicago conference® and what she told me of the Com.
mittee’s office.

Evety visit from members of my family is more and more
fruitful, and I'm sure I do not exaggerate when I say that each
visit does the visitor even more good. Members of my family
always say that whenever they leave us their morale is way up,
and they are able to transmit this good feeling to all the persons
with whom they discuss our case.

By the way, the PX. (principal keeper—ed.) happened by
and we had a nice talk. He really is a peach of a person.

In her letter, Ethel said B—— called her in New York last
week and said the children are very happy and he loves them
dearly. Robby does not hide in corners, the shyness has left
him, and Michael has put on weight,

Dearest, let’s take firm hold of ourselves and be ready to
meet the terrible storm that's brewing. We should resolve to
keep our feet firmly planted in reality and not let ourselves
be cartied away with excraneous matters and hysterical scares.
I'm confident we'll do O.K. bue let’s be prepared anyway. This
time I'll save all the song that’s in my heart until Wednesday-—
I'm sute it will have more meaning to your ears than the words
I put on paper with such difficulty. All my love. Your,

Julie

Chjkosenbezg commiteee delegates from many pars of the country met in
1CRg0.
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JULIE DARLING, Angust 19, 1952

The concerned tears rose at once as I read your letter. I know
your pain, for it is mine. I am constantly tossed upon a sea of
righteous wrath for all the pettiness and indignity that hems
us in. Sweetheart, [ draw you close into loving arms and warm
you with my warmth. I feel so inadequate in the sight of your
need, yet I long to believe I have had some small something
to do with the extraordinary stability you have been exhibiting.
Bver your wife,

Eihel

HELLO, SWEETHEART, Awugust 24, 1952

I miss you very much and feel lonely. Our lot is bad enough
and when there ere added unnecessary aggravations it makes
one sick. But we must examipe each incident in relation to our
catire situation.

You can understand that I'm actually writing for my own
benefit. Sort of speaking to myself. When I see you I'll tell
you of a disagreeable experience.

Michael appears to squint badly in the last set of photos.
Since you already made a note of an audiometer test for
Robby, add one that Mike should have his eyes examined.

I explained in detail our plans for the children to my sister.
We had a good visit and 1 did my share to cheer her up. Yes,
my wife, we, because of our understanding, bave to give comfort
0 our loved ones and friends, and in so doing take just satisfac-
tion, All my heart is for you, my love—

Julis

My ADORABLE WOMAN, September 1, 1952

The fitst words out of my mother's mouth were, “Your Ethel
looks so pretty and sends you her love,” We had a most excel-
lent visit. Her seeing the children and knowing they are in
competent hands has reassured her. The next persoral hurdle
is how the boys take to the school and we'll know about it at
their next visit.
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Well, datling the summer is over and it's been a good one,
and now the time for decision is upon us. From here on in,
the crucial period of our case is at hand.

Oh, happy day, Wednesday’s almost here. All my love,

Julie

ETHEL, My SUNSHINE, Seprember 7, 1952

Now that I've begun this Jetter I feel much better but I must
say it has been one of those blue days worrying about the
children, missing you, and with this hayfever knocking the
stuff out of me. Well, enough of despair—Wednesday is almost
here,

It looks as if many people see the political nature of our
case, understand its deeper implications and are working to
secure justice for us as an important step in defending civil
liberties and fighting for peace.

It's a tough fight, but we're up to it, and the needs of the
hour and justice of our cause impel us to fight for complete
victory.

Slowly but surely we are coming to the date of our next
major hurdle, the writ of certiorari. I'm optimistic, but no
one can predict the idiosyncrasies of the courts,

I need you more than anything else. Your devoted husband

Julie

My SwEET ETHEL, September 11, 1952

Just after we got through talking about how we hadn't
received any news direct from our boys in a while, a swell
newsy letter is delivered to us. Of course, you can be sure that
I'm itching to see those photos. I promptly sent an answering
letter to them and suggest you do the same. Pethaps we should
ask them if there is a day camp; maybe it would be betrer for
Robby to be there. The tone of their letter indicates they are
getting the kind of security, care and love that will help them
to withstand the torments brought about by our case.

I plan to send out the New Year's cards this weekend. Every
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time & Jewish holiday comes around my mind flashes back to
my family and all that it signifies to them. This holiday will
take a lot out of them. Especially is this true of my mother.
Soon all of us will be tensely awaiting the Supreme Court
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decision. All my love,
Julie

SWEETEST JULIE, September 15, 1952

More and more I tend to withdraw into myself, emerging
fully only when you are with me. Day by day our separation
grows more intolerable; day by day the assault upon mind
and spirit grows the more viciously insistent.

That no degree of pressure ever will cause us to repudiate
our principles does not in any way lessen the heartbreak we
suffer.

Sweetheart, I love you with a strength that defies my pain.
Still, hold me close, my heart is so heavy with wanting you—
Always your own wife,

Ethel

APPEALS—
HIGHEST
COURT

Chapter 6

HEeLro, HONEY, Seprember 23, 1952

It is certainly a tedious job going through the small print
of the record. My suggestion to you is to concentrate on Dave’s
and Ruth’s testimony. This is the important part.

I received New Year's cards from a number of unknown
friends. It really is good w0 be remembered by these strangers
when we're locked away.

No matter how foul the deeds of those who are trying
legally to murder us, you will tise above all this, because you
are made of pure goodness. May this New Year see us back
in our home with our boys. Yours always,

Julis

DEAREST ETHEL, September 23, 1952

How much happiness you can get on this third birthday of
yours spent imprisoned contrary to all that is right and decent,
I don’t really know.

Nevertheless we will do honor to this special day of yours
by rededicating ourselves to fight with all our strength for
what is best for our children and family—and all families.

Happy birthday, my sweet wife, and I have high hopes of
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Many more returns of the day in happier sucroundings, A]}
my heart,
: Jnlia
Swamunr, Seprember 29, 1952

porary ature, and I bound back with renewed strength and
determination, Especially when there is a dear hushand o
send me such moving birthday greetings!
y darling, how truly I love you. And how much
1 long to possess the remarkable qualities you attribute to
me, md to be worthy of all thae you are yourself! '
dearest, aj] my thaaks for your beautiful card, Ang
all my heart oo you-—Your loving wife,

Bithel
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into hopelessness. We've put up an excellent fight and we're not
quitters,

. As for myself, I'm on schedule with the trial record, mak-

8 copious notes of detajls we should talk over with our
counselor, at the rate of one book g day. I managed to get
into the sixth book before [ wag sidetracked by the world
sefies game. This promises to be a very interesting contest,
I'm sure we're both rooting for the Dodgers,

Naturally I had hoped to begin to hear of some favorable

for any eventualities,
At the moment I'm very lonely and I miss you very much.
Oh, if I could only hold you in my arms! All my devotion,
Julie

My DARLING Hussanp, October 3, 1952
I have been getting a great deal of satisfaction from writing
a letter to the children in hogos of my own birthday, What's
more, I have a pleasant surprise for you—a new dress, which
gave my morale an unexpected boost. I shall tear myself apart
until you have the chance to see it, of that you may be sure,
for it really looks lovely on me!
" Anod last but not least, our visie, though incomplete as
usual, was of such a quality as to repew my spitits remarkably,
My sweet, you are so capable and so hard-working and so sweet,
I simply adore you! Again, my deepest love and thanks-—Yours
I?

ever,
Erbhal

HELLO DEAR, October 5, 1952

Thanks for the lovely letter., Certainly, I will be anxiously
awaiting our get-together.
I gather from the newspapers thar Oct. 13 will be the eacliese
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date that the Supreme Court could decide our pecicion | ;
petition. I intend
to condense the ‘more-than-26 pages of notes I made on the

record, to pinpoint certain items for discussion with you on

B8 complete and I need at least six-hour conference with
You and Manny to deal with all these points,

Since I last saw you I've missed you dreadfully and I need
your comforting words, the depth of your wisdom and warmth
of your love. I feel such a great hunger, but in my mind and
1n my heart I know we will be one again. Devotedly,

Julie

suggesting piano lessons for Michael,

I intend to wait until after the decision on the writ of
;J;mor:hn, otlt:gs cg::;:g Mc?:;y, befote I answer their letter,

, on the other , you that i
do S o Oehe yo you can write them, please
:  Pethaps I will see you before next Monday. If not, this

letter will have to do. Station WEAS, at 12:45yp.m. Mo,nday

carries the news which will probably have the Supreme Court
decisions.

Remember, honey, no marter what che decision, it does not
change our innocence nor our determination to fight with all
gm vigor in the same principled manner for complete vindica-

on. .

One thing is cereain, the political climate in this country i
one of fear, with a rising hysteria against all those who ggnl:
conform. Gounterl?alancad agzinst this are the increasing activi-
ties of the Com:mtt.ee. Because of the way we have conducted
ourselves, our conscience is clear and our self-respect preserved.
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Darling, we can justly be proud of ourselves. _

I am sure the future will justify our faith in our country's
democratic principles and its wonderful decent people. I wish
I were able to surround you with my love in this period, but
know that you are uppermost in my heart and mind. Devotedly,

Julie

SWEET VIBELLA,

You were the belle of our consultation and it was a good
omen to see you in a new and very becoming dress. Your spirits
seemed to be in tune with your appearance, and I am elated over
the splendid confab and most gratified with the results of the
Committee to date,

Since we know exactly all the alternative legal steps that
are open to us, we can make our plans accordingly. Our own
participation in the consultation was very productive. As for
you, I adore you and love you with all my being. Because of
you and the visit I'm in excellent shape, and await with re-
newed confidence the Supreme Court ruling,

I spent most of yesterday making a resume of my notes on
the trial record. Darling, I believe we are entering a new
lap in our fight, and no matter what the difficulties, we are
coming closer to our final victory. All my love,

Julie

HELLO SWEETHEART, October 13, 1952

Just a word of encouragement until I see you again. As for
me, nothing is changed. My courage, demeanor and understand-
ing is the same; but it seems t me that the Supreme Court
has shown callous disregard for justice in our case.

Although I knew from hearing the news on the 12:45
radio broadcast, I didn’t let on to Mama because I wanted her
to be home and have people near her when she hears the bad
tidings. We will have to spare her as much suffering as possible
because she is all emotions and completely heartbroken. I tried
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as much as possible o ease her feelings, but it was too difficult
a task for the kind of visit we have.

The action of the court in our case speaks more eloquently
of the true nature of our government than all the propaganda
that emanates from Washington. They are teying to make
haste in putting us to death before the court of public opinion
gives its answer, protesting this political frame-up. I belisve
this latest action by the highest court in our land will galvanize
many people into positive action on our behalf. The fight is
not over, because the people still have to be heard from.

Of course, I realize our path becomes more difficult where
each succeeding aveaue of legal action is denied us, but we
are realists and we know other factors play a most important
part in political cases such as ours

I realize I should write our children a letter but somehow at
this moment [ can’t take myself to this usually pleasant task.
Perhaps after I speak to you I'll be able to write them.

Honey, we'll have to pack a great deal into our visits from
now on because things are going to be popping fast and furious.
It would be a good idea if we reviewed our personal plans
at our next get-together ar our favorite screen,

I want o repeat © you again, my sweet, wonderful wife,
that I face the furure with “courage, confidence and perspective”
because of what you and the children mean to me. It is our faith
in the principles of democracy and the dignity of the human
being that convinces me that we will succeed in the end, De-
voredly,

Julis

DeAR MANNY, October 18, 1952

Fortunately you had prepared us so well at our last consulea-
tion that we took this latest hammer-blow with admirable
dignity and self-control. I think we have every right so to
characterize our behavior, for while it is no easy matter to
contemplate one’s own imminent death, it is far more horrify-
ing to watch the cauldron boiling and the plot thickening right
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out in broad daylight, while the people flee’ headlong down
the path to their own destruction, and the liberals flounder

~ about pathetically atop their synthetic fences!

On Monday, Oct. 13, the Supreme Court, with the praise-
worthy exception of Justice Black, used its proud office to
write “justice” off the statute books. By its refusal to review
2 case that involves two decent young parents and questions
of law vital to the democratic well-being of the entire citizenry,
they clearly sanctionedhthc scrﬁ?ping of due process and the
incidental scrapping of human life,

They also dlzlx)nogstratcd all too effectively a creaking make-
shift of a case and a hollow mockery of a trial, thereby revealing
a lack of thac independence of thought and action we had
come to associate with such a venerable body as the United
Scates Supreme Court! Hohel

the
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DEAR MANNY, . November 28, 1952

R sec by the papers that the holiday is in full swing, and
Since “justice” enjoins me from doing my “shopping early,”
late, or otherwise, it will have to be undertaken for me. ’I
have fan:}y pounced upon each Guardian, in the bope of finding
some guide to the perplexing problem of choosing books for
the children. Of course, I wane them to have Be My Friend
Tony and she Wonderful Door, snd The Races of Mambind
among others, but these are but o small fraction of the titles
hs_ted elscwh.ere and I don't want anything overlooked that
might conceivably further their all-round development, The
un‘}e holds tﬁe of phonagraph records, s

X 01 may be wondering why I have as yet made no i
of toys, nor of clothes for that matter; lejtre:ne assure ;c::ntt:lh(::
I have been positively wallowing in advertisements of late
penciling here, clipping there, now accepting, now rejectingl'
tho}:;E ;:;;h:m de_:;mined t go on living and planning as

3 awai ¢ i ’
ot agh me save a husband’s fond kiss, a son's
Erbel
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Waiting e 115
DEAR MANNY, December 22, 1952

Today my mind went back to 1933, when we lived in the
midst of the great depression. I was a senior at Seward Park
High School. The family was in a tough financial spot and
although only fifteen years old I was fully aware of conditions

“around me— To earn a little money I used to peddle penny

candy on Sundays. The profit went from a low of 40 up to 80
cents for a good day.

One day I stopped to listen to a speaker at a street corner
meeting on Delancey St. in the lower East Side, His topic
was the campaign to win freedom for Tom Mooney, labor
leader who was imprisoned on a frame-up. That night I was
reading a pamphlet I bought from the speaker giving the facts
of the case and the next day I went and contributed S0 cents.
Then I began to distribute the pamphlets and collect signatures
on a Mooney petition from school friends and neighbors.

There is another incident still fresh in my mind. It hap-
pened during my first year ar City College in 1934. The
Student Council was responsible for programs during fresh-
man chapel, and it was compulsory for all freshmen to attend.

The president of the college, Frederick Robinson, took over
the responsibility for the program on one occasion, and invited
a delegation of foreign students from fascist Italy to be guests
and help make good will for that regime among us students.

When the prexy got up to speak he was greeted by a chorus
of boos. He was forced to sit down without being able to speak,
though he managed to state that our “conduct was befitting
guttersnipes.” To re-establish otder they allowed Eddie Alexan-
der, president of the council, to take the rosttum. The hall was
perfectly quiet when he began: "I was given permission to
speak if I don't say anything derogatory against fascism, but
I want to convey a message to our enslaved and tricked brothers
under Italian fascism.”

The truth cut too deep and the fascisti students dragged him
away from the microphone and a free-for-all began. Three
thousands voices thundered in the Great Hall: “Abbasso il

——— .
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faszmdi ("Down with fascism”—ed.)
t point the prexy called in New Y: ity
and the goﬂege_stgdcnt body was treated to aol:l;socnlt'ym' x;aﬁ;;:t
stick avics. Within a week almost the entire student bod
;vas_ wearing buttons that read: “I am @ guttersnipe. I hatz
asciam. Supseguer_xt events such as Il Duce's bringing “civiliza-
ton” to Ethiopia ¢is bombs, flames and death, proved we
oorzect. l?ol::l ?1 m;ost;denm were expelled. v
t sC & very active part in the campai
the Scottsboro boys. My extracurricular time was di.;out:d&:
mﬂm work for these good causes, Together with thousands of
; mgrmg people I studied, read, participated and learned
A & part-time job as a clerk in a drug store on Lenox
ve, near 125¢h Se, in order to make ends meet. Daily [
walked through t'he.Ne-gro neighborhood from school to woy:k.

Deatt House Lerress

hoodsforthesameiﬁems,andhighcrrm
' _ ts. The Oyees
in the neighbothood were all white. There wetexzar:;?;aﬂdcnm
whg: the ;l;ohoe h:lverle charged with brutality.

~ne night while I was working in the store the
mdelt:rt on Lenox Ave. A speeding bus ran over ?;ﬁdla:
aged Iesro_manm:dl:ewasbmughtintothestore bleeding
profusely. His leg was almost completely severed, It took the
_ of an hour to answ
cheapcrgen'cyqanwhdethemnnbledmdeam.lh:;mmer
upttgummsh{ebloodandl’uneverforgetthiscrimethﬁ
permxw;tn}chathm'_guohnppenwahumm being.

, m getting at in reciting some of m iences i
that there are ¢hi don’ x from reading,
MT%?: things you ontleamatschoolorfmmresdmg,
_ "ilputofmybackgmx.ndmd

goes to make

person thae I really am—a progressive individual, Is tll:f; i:
zmc.hcyhavegxymusonlythmmmweekswﬁve?
ﬂmemmanydevmways,youunsaveymuwifeandyom—

» Make a deal. Do what the Government waags,
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Can 1 now deny all these truths I know? Can I deny the
principles that are so much part of me? This I can never do.
1 cannot live a lie nor can I be like the Greenglasses and the
Bentleys, My eatire life and philosophy negates this and it is
obvious that I could never commit the crime I stand convicted
of. The plain fact is that we are completely innocent.

It is Christmas Eve now, and 16 years ago this week the
most important thing in my life happened to me. I met my
wife. You know my Ethel. I cannot sing her praises too highly.
We can be so happy together. We want to be reunited with each
other and our two sons, Our will to live is strong and that is
the reason we fight so hard.

We have faith that the people will see to it that this will
not be our last Christmas Eve. As ever,

Julie

DEAR MANNY, December 25, 1952

It is Christmas Day in the death house. As usual, I had a
cup of coffec for breakfast. Then I stood in the center of my
cubicle of concrete and within arm’s length to the left, to the
right, behind me, under my feet and over my head, were the
solid walls of concrete—except for the heavy steel that barred
the entrance. Nature's air and light entered through the spaces
between the bars.

I stood a moment longer and reflected. It is solidly buile,
efficient, but very cold. The only brightness is on the left
wall on which pictures of Ethel and the boys are held up by
strips of adhesive tape. A pile of Christmas cards on my desk
give additional colot. Even the July 4th, 1951 page of the
New York Times catrying a copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which I taped up, was brown with age and seemed

to be molded into the wall, a weathered piece of paper. Yet
in this tomb there was warmth; it was inside of me.

I thought of other Christmas days and immediately my

mind focused on my adotable wife and precious children, How
were they spending the time? What were they doing? And
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Liegtahn;t? g:sn:kbeof my fellowmen and of the world. It is
frue that [ mss A ing w:th.r.hem, but on the whole I doa't
feel 80 3 use I see in the confidence they honor us
t what we believe to be right and good, is reall
tha;‘ we have always lived truth. 7o and
.memgettingshortbutlamstillo imisti i
ptimistic tha
Em our freedom. A lot can be done and must be do:lr fn‘:lil
ree weeks we have left w live. As ever,

Julie

. P.S. 'I.'heal:&liday cards and messages of good cheer continue
s!mﬁ(l)u:: in I believe the authorities are allowing only a
portion of those sent to reach us. These expressions of

support do us a great deal of
e out weH-wishers.g()-Od and we extend our warmest

My S
WEETHEART, Decernber 26, 1932

Light of my life, rose of m
X y heart, you my beloved bei
::5: E:rt uffr‘c:lm me, are the thing I hold most dyear thenb;g
uthe expressive face I know we are as one. I for one
marvel. at the growth of our relationship here in these surround-

mI oaut:n g):;vinc;d that mere physical separation shall not deny
e n:;a.t ﬁ:r compl_ete qnion-——though we'll have to

i Lot » oL 8 le:::l:l Eie lhm own little horror chamber.
Your n Ln%’ ¥y . I want you the way you are.

Julie

- DBAR MANNY
gl Y, e . . December 27, 1952
i s fl_n 'yatd this morning. Winter was asserting it-
nnd-cu inO t(;cy wind blew across the yard, stinging my ears
and & Ry sgat inmy nose the pungent, fishy odor of the Hudson
lifted.bythestrog seagull was sailing upward in wide circles
ng wind and gracefully, without effort, covered
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the expanse of the wide open sky that my €yes could see. Sud-
denly, with a roar, man’s invention, the jet plane, intruded,
but the white puffs, bunched like an endless chain into clouds,
hid it from my sight.

Then as 1 took another turn around the yard my eyes glanced
at the white streaks of calcium that seemed to make odd shapes
as they ran in broken lines from brick to brick along the wall
of the death house. 1 began © chink of the chemistry of the
building materials. Through my mind flashed a picture of
and iron ore dug from the bowels of the earth, trucks bringing
it into the mills, iron and steel pouring from the furnaces,
fabricated parts making their way to Sing Sing, skilled me-
chanics using all the science of modern industry to make a stroDg
structure known as a death house. Just then, the exercise guard
reminded me my fifteen-minute yard period was finished. 1
breathed once more deeply of the fresh, free ait and then I
went to my cell. .

Day and night, paciog back end forth, lying on my bed
and endless thoughts crowding through oy mind—So little
time left. So much to say and live in a couple of weeks, What
should be put down firse? To whom? How?

Please. Listen, look, see, hear, feel. Learn the truth and get
at the facts. Each for his own Jefense must defend right and life.

Over and over again I begen 0 wtite to my sons. I wrote a
few lines and tore up the paper. Then I put it off again and
sent Ethel a letter and again 1 couldn’t make it. It is futile ®@
tell a mother not to grieve for her children.

We, their parents, sec the terrible hurt visited on our boys
and know the matk that has been made on their lives. And
when 1 ook through the screen at my wife in her cell and
see the tears streaming down het face and her body straining
with all its might te contain the sobs of pain, I try to duiet
her, while inside of me I'm crying all over. It's the damnable
injustice and horrot of it all. We must do right by ous children

and for others like them. As ever,
Julie
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DARLING WIFB, December 28, 1952

I've been thinking my dearest, how terribly inadequate I
feel because I can't give you much comfort in this time of our
great agony. It is futile to tell a mother not to grieve for her
children. Well do we realize the terror and emotional hard-
ships our two boys are going through. All the reason and the
right in the world cannot change that. But yet you and I must
together steel ourselves, although our hearts are breaking and
our tortured minds cry out for relief. We must do what's right
for them, and for other children like them,

I know how you feel, dearest. I miss you terribly. It is just
impossible to conceive that this grotesque web of hotror has
been spun around us, Ethel, my love for you is so overwhelming
that it gives me great strength to withstand the mounting pres-
sure. One thing I am sure of—that your devotion to truth and
right will conquer the terror being visited on us.

Let me send you all my love and everything I cherish and
bold fine and dear. You have shown me how wonderful it is
to be a really good human being. e

Juli

DEAR MANNY, December 28, 1952
In everything I've written and all that I've said I try t
explain to my sons the meaning of our situation. One thing
1 feel sute of-—that when they are older, they will know that
all the way through, we, their parents, were right, and they
will be proud.
We are still optimistic, but we are alarmed that the madmen

* in their haste to conceal this rotten frame-up will snuff out our

Lives,

I just happened ¢o think: no matter what the outcome of
this ‘case is, will Judge Kaufman ever be able to explain his
action to his own children, who someday will read the facts???
" ‘The type of evidence used to convict us, if considered dispas-
sionately, would not be sufficient to convict a pickpocket.
Legally, judicially, morally and in simple truth we are com.
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pletely innocent. If I only had the méans to talk to every man
and woman personally 1 am sure | could alert them to the
danger and prove our contentions. There must be no let-up
in activity. Justice demands that we live to have our day in
court to win complete vindication. The human conscience
and our national honor demand this.

My deepest affection and love to all our friends and sup-
porters. As ever,

Julie

HELLO DEAREST, January 1, 1953

Happy New Year to you, Ethel darling. May this year see
events take place that are more to our benefit than what hap-
pened in the old year. The Circuit Court of Appeals ushered
out the year with another piece of hair-splitting. However,
from the fragments of the opinion which I read in the news-
papers, they do recognize the prejudice caused to us by the
publicity, as handled.

Both courts are of the opinion that despite the prejudicial
atmosphere, the defendants’ “faiture” to take timely procedural
steps now forecloses the courts from giving us relief, as prayed
for. To all this I say, bunk/

I believe that true justice is concerned with substance, not
forms or modes of procedure. If, to begin with, it was an unfair
situation, how could it later become “cured” by the passage of
time?

I am more determined than ever to fight with my last breath
to expose this terrible miscarriage of justice. I am confident
and hopeful that our lives will be saved.

Honey, 1 missed you terribly New Year's Eve, and all day
today. My beloved, I send you my heart and my very soul.
Always your own,

Julie

DreAR MANNY, January 3, 1953

Today our precious boys came and our own family lived once
again for two hours. I could see the trust in little Robbie's eves,

b
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and the warm and tender feelings of love that passed between
us in all that he said and in our play together. We looked
through the barred window at the seagulls and the tugboat
pulling a swing of barges on the Hudson. The pictures he
drew and the drawings I made for him were interrupted while
he kissed my cheeks and circled my neck with his little arms.
My son was happy with his daddy. Our baby got our true feel-
ings.

Michael was troubled and distucbed and the burdens on him
were obvious to us, his parents, My wife did so well by him. She
explained patiently, carefully, firmly, but all the tme with
a complete acceprance of him and showed such wonderful
understanding. I promised to play Michael chess. I hope to
someday.

Then they had w0 go and as I helped Michael with his coat
he suddenly clutched me with his hands and stammered as
he iowered his head, “You must come home, Every day there is
8 Jump in my stomach, even when I go to bed.” I kissed him
in a burry for I wes unable to say anything but “everything
will be ail right.”

When I was in the solitude of my cell once more and the
door clanged shut behind me, I broke down and cried ke
2 baby because of the children’s deep hurt. With my back to
the bars, I stood facing the concrete walls that boxed me in on
ausides,mdlletthepainsthatmreatmyinsidesﬂoodom

in tears,

Julis
DrAR MANNY, Jansary 3, 1953
. . Before God and man I must blazon forth these truths:
© 1. We are completely innocent. Nothing can change this,
- 2. A monstrous frame-up for political purposes has taken
_place in the Rosenberg case.

The judge and the district attorney from the very beginning
injectéd the false issue of communism and political beliefs to
obsgu:etheissueandinﬂamethepassiomofthejury
against us,

W asting 123

The judge strained every effort to bead the jury to a verdict
of guilty with his constant interjections against our interests
at every stage that was to our advantage. He allowed our rights
to be violated and prevented our lawyer from adequately de-
fending us and did not allow the jury to judge the crime, as
charged in the indictment, on a fair and impartial basis.

As for us, we are confident of the righteousness of our cause
and we will not allow ourselves to be used as tools against the
fight for peace, freedom and decency.

Don’t be too hasty, gentlemen, in pulling the switch. Re
member, it is a two-way affair. The world is watching our
government’s action in this case and the conscience of men
of goodwill is outraged by the brutal sentence and the miscar-
tiage of justice in the Rosenberg case,

Time is short. There are but ten more days left to live. I
will do my best to crowd in as much work as possible. As ever,

Julie

DeArR MANNY, January 9, 1953

It strikes me that Judge Irving R. Kaufman's immorrality
is at last assured; future generations will cite his decision denying
us clemency as the epitome of artful double-talk and intellectual
dishonesty.

Full of the most extraordinary inaccuracies and omissions
and the kind of specious reasoning that lends credibility to dis-
toction, it strains so hard to be profound—and fails to be any-
thing but puerile,

Enamored of quotations as the good judge seems, however,
1 would hazatd the guess that a study of the following excerpts
from Shaw's Saint Joan would not have inclined him to use
them against the Rosenbergs! As you will recall, John de Sto-
gumber, the English chaplain, who had been one of the most
blood-thirsty advocates of Joan's proposed burning, comes rush-
ing in from this spectacle, overcome with remorse and sobbing
like one demented:

"You don’t know; you haven't seen; it is 50 easy to talk wheo
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. , : you
yourself becsuse it feels grand to throw oil on the flaming hell
of your own temper. But when it is brougl:.ut, home to you;
when you see the thing you have done; when it's blinding yous
eyes, stifling your nostrils, tearing your heart, tl.xen——d_wn.
Oh, God, take away this sight from mel Oh, ghtmt! dehv_er
me from this fire that is consuming me—She cried to Thee in
the midst of it: Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! She is in Thy bosom and
I am in hel! for evermore!” o

And there shall you be, Judge Kaufman, for a crime ~wofse

than murder!”
Ethel

DEAR MANNY, 4 January 12, 1953

The stupendous propaganda campaign 8gainst us is reaching
unptecedented heights. Why, the sheer wexght_of newsprint
staggers the imagination, but it sets one thinking. They are
doing a selling job. The authorities are adamant on going
through with this madness—of is it because they are having

a difficult time convincing the public?

Obviously, the situation is fraught with grave danger. Not
only are our two lives in jeopardy, but the safety _and security
of our fellow countrymen is endangered. If there is no reason
or sanity left in Washingron then in desperation they may allow
the executioner to pull the switch and murder us.

I'll bave to stop now. They ase collecting my pen for :hc
night. Tell all our friends to keep up the good work. They're
. doing fine. We can win this fight. As ever,

, Juie

DEAR MANNY, Janwary 16, 1953
" Je is now obvious that Kaufman’s opinion, which could be
entitled “Alleged Communists or pro-Communists Are Better
Off Dead” was deliberately conceived for use as a text for
political propaganda: 1) by the State Dept. in an attempt
to offset mounting foreign indignation against this monstrous
frame-up and brutal sentence that shocks the conscience of
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mankind; 2) at the instigation of the Justice Dept. at home,
for a high pressure press and radio campaign to oppose and
stop the growing protest movement, and above 8!l to prevent
the entire people from catching on to the fact that there is
a gross miscarriage of justice in the Rosenberg case. :

How terribly afraid of the truth they are! We two lietle
people, even when facing death, are strong in our innocence
and confident of the justness of our cause. Even eloquent
syllogisms, beautifully pyramided, when based on the big lie are
completely demolished by right and facts,

We have faith that the people will not let American justice
be indelibly stained with the blood of the Rosenbergs. As evet,

Julis

DEAR MANNY, January 19, 1953

Much water has flowed under the bridge since I last wrote.
The Rosenbergs’ calm prediction that the people would refuse
t acquiesce in legal murder has been borne out a thousand
times over.

Here and there a date stands out. My personal calendar
records that on Wednesday, Dec. 17, 1952, certain duly
accredited gentlemen, escorted by the Warden, paid me a visit
in order to inquire concerning my health and to determine
what my needs might be, short of staying the hand of the execu-
tioner (sic!) posed to pull the switch during the week of Jan.
12. And on Sunday, Dec. 21, 1952, I sat quietly in my cell,
“listening” to the songs that close to 1,000 people were singing
in a heavy rain at Ossining Station® (although I couldn’t actu-
ally hear them) and feeling a calm and & safety and a spiritual
bond that no deprivation, no loneliness, no danger, could
shatter!

* The neasly lOOOpeoplcwlmventtnOnlnins.N.Y.,wthin;Sin;

i i s ings to the Roseobergs from

wanted 10 sce them live, The police did noe

sllow the delegation to approach the prison walls, Instead, they remained near

b:h;:dhodmdmwbue:hqunsminsmgofwﬁduiqwim:hem
B8
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January 14 came and went, as did those hectic days just
ptior to it when officials of one kind or another were giving us
the familiar run-around and the scribes were mobly essisting
with a campaign of slander.

There afe, however, memories not listed in any calendar,
memoties of emotions that flashed by meteotlike, in bewilder-
ing succession, and that now in retrospect are so many burned-
out stars, identically pale and colorless and forgotten. Again,
casting a glance backward over the shoulder of the swiftly-
speeding present, | remember vividly that each day then seemed
w me to be stretching out fong and endless and golden with
promise. 1 wrote my husband, “The battle rages, but I am
serene.” And to my children I sent @ charming light-hearred
little poem clipped from the Sunday Témes by way of 2 Chanu-
kah Greeting. -

AlL gll past, and decision close at hand; for us, sitting here
and fighting for breath in an ever-narrowing circle of tightening
time, it looms large and unknown, color-blurred and shapeless
upon the gigantic canvas of a furious age. And yes, essentially,
it is a simple decision, predicated upon 2 few simple proposi-
tions.

First, whatever the merits of the case, millions of people
throughout the wotld today, numbering among them some of
the most outstanding figures of our times, view the refusal of
the courts to grant the Rosenbergs relief as an affirmation of our
insistence after nearly two, years in the death house—that we
are political victims of the cold wat, Accordingly, these millions
have registered the most vigorous kind of opposition to the
execution of the sentence.

Second, the enormity of this protest—indeed, its very exis-
. pence—so0 clearly expresses the political nature of the case, that
it has forced a desperate attempt in certain quarters either to
- miinimize it by exaggerating the importance of our detractors,
o to write the whole thing off as a “Communist plot!”

Third, while the entite world storms, thunders, exhorts and
pleads, we are witnessing the astounding spectacle of the most
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pation on earth, bound helpless, powetless to reverse
ieself because it is always 5o much easief to commit new errors
than to right old ones! -

Fourth, boiling this down to simpler—even ludicrous—terms
I ask in all seriouspess: “Is it worth forfeiting two warm,
young lives, about whose guilt the world says there is reasonable
doubt, to save the face of the United States?”

Tt is 8 simple decision. For to "lose face™ by granting clem-
ency t the Rosenbergs is 0 demonstrate in the most palpable
manner possible that Justice is something mote than @ ruthless
treadmill, which once set upon a certain course must, like
some horrible Brankenstein monster, grow scronger thap the
controlling hand upon its throttle and run blindly amuck!

We wait in the dimness of gathering doom. We wait and we

hope and we do not lose faith that the sun still shines in this
land of our birth~—this “sweet land of Liberty”’—this America!

Esbel

DEAR MANNY, January 21, 1953

This is to let you know that my mother was here on Monday.
The following transpired, which will interest you. I am still
in @ state of smpefaction over its bold-faced immorality.

I pointed out to her that whatever unfounded fear of reprisal
Davy might be harboring, it was my life that was in peril, not
M furthee, if I, while awaiting electrocution was aot
afraid to continue to assere my innocence and give the lie to his
story, why couldn’t he, in a fac more advantageous position, be
man encugh to own up at long last to this lie and belp to save
my life, instead of letting it be forfeited t save his face!

Ous conversation follows, and I quote almost verbatim:

Said she: “So what would have been so terrible if you had
backed up his story?” I guess my mouth kind of fell open.
«xWhat,” 1 replied, “and take the blame for a crime I never
committed, and allow my name, and my busband’s, and chil-
dren's to be slandered to protect him? What, and go along
with a story that I kaew to be uatrue, where it involved my

,____\_.____—-“
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husband and me? Wait a ng;uue, magbe I'm not getting you
straight. Just what are you driving ac?” .

BelievgitOr noz,sheanswemd,"Yes,yougegngestmght;
I mean even if it was a lie, you should have said it was true
anyway! You think that way you would have been sent here?
No, if you had agreed that what Davy seid was so, even if it
wasn't, you wounldn't have got this!”

I protested, shocked as I could be, “But, Ma, would you have
had me willingly commit perjury?” o

She shrugged her shoulders indifferently and maintained
doggedly, “You woulda't be here!” _

Is it possible for you to make arrangements to bring the
children up here Saturday morning, the 31st? Julie and 1 are
both agreed we must see them, even if clemency is defuod us,
so bend every effort you can. Only don't tell them until a day
ot 80 in advance—Mike will get all tensed up otherwise. Love,

Ethel

DEBAR MANNY, January 30, 1953
This very morning I saw Julie; just as I figured he'd rather
you amee?s soonn::spomible and make more definite plans for
the kids when you acrive. Tuesday is particularly good, since
1 see Julie until 10:00 am. and am already dressed and ready
for another visit (even if I don't know in advance that you're
due), but Wednesday or Priday will do es well, if it must.
Your letter came just in time to pick me up out of the dismal
dreariness that is en inescapable by-product of solitary confine-
meat. Not that you are mistaken sbout my good spirits; it so
happenuhatlacmallyammainminingnfa.iﬂyoonsmentdegree
of confidence and strength. That, however, preseats no serious
obstacle co the poor, foolish palpitant heart that will not listen
to reason and that hungers and thirsts for the crue gratification
of creative human exchange; nor does it alter the grim fact of an
endless gray monotony of existence. '
May 1 thank you for all the affection and understanding
and generosity. It tonched-me down deep inside and brought
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the tears in a spontaneous rush of sheer, sweet happiness. After
@ childhood of warping bitter cold, you see, such warm praise
causes a rather intense emotiona! reaction and moves me to
the most profound feelings of humility and gratitude.

I am the more exercised, therefore, about attacks upon your
integrity and good faith—until we see you and can properly
discuss this matter, suffice it to say that my husband and [ shall
die innocent before we lower ourselves to live guilty! And
nobody, not even you, whom we continue to love as our own
true brother, can dictate terms to the Rosenbergs, who follow
oaly the dictates of heart and soul, truth and conscience, and
the God-blessed love we bear our fellows!

Eshel

My LoVELY NIGHTINGALE, February 1, 1953

Ob, joy of joy! I caught a couple of bars of your rendition
of Gounod's Ave Maria and the Allelusiah. Imagine, if only your
door were open, what a lovely concert we would have. I remin-
isced a bit of the many rimes you would sing my favorice arias
and folk tunes—

My sister stayed on until 3:30 p.m. because she was given
a lift ©o New York by another visitor and we had a very fruitful
visit. I'Hl fill in some of the news items she didn’t have time
to tell you about at our next get-together. I'm very much re-
lieved that Lens is coming along nicely.

Believe me, sweetheart, I have to fight not to think about our
precious children too often, for the longing breaks me up and
hurts so badly. Oh, darling, how wonderfu} it would be to be
together once again with our family, I just thought about
the good times we used to have. You carrying Robby on your
back and Michael on my back, and the big race was on. Do
you remember the procession when it came time for the little
one to be put to bed? You jed the way holding his feet, I held
his shoulders and Michael marched in the middle with his
brother’s back resting on his head. It wes loads of fun—Such

2 Ly e e T e
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poor ionocent babes suffering cruelly without any cause. This,
none of us will ever forget. Let us keep hoping we will some-
day win this case and help restore the boys’ happiness.

I've got a secret to tell you, my wife, that I'm very deeply
in love with you. Your devoted,

Julse

DARLING ETHEL, Pebruary 8, 1953

The weekend seemed very long, since we didn't receive the
usual family visit. From the time I left your presence this
last Friday, I've been thinking about you.

I understand the deep hurt you suffer, especially the terrible
frustrations magnified manifold because we sit awaiting owr
doom. If the flowing tears and irrepressible sobs you uttered
because you could not contain yourself any more represent the
surface expression of your pain, then know that the reason
for my speechlessness at that time was due to my agony reflect-
ing your own. It is impossible to soothe you or protect you from
the torture that is ever-present here, but we've been able to
stay strong in spite of it, and our unity has been made un-
breakable because of it.

The greatest writers of all times have dectibed love and
explained the beauty and virtue of the complete acceptance of
each other by husband and wife, but none of it can come near
the painful and extteme satisfaction of what our relationship
holds, even on the very threshold of death.

I believe that because we have turned the great personal
force of our love into working for the best interests of our
children and humanity, we have given expression to the greatest
single aspiration of mankind, All my heart is for you, dearest.
Your devoted husbhand,

Julie

DErAR MANNY, February 9, 1953

In recent weeks an ugly development has been gaining
ground. It is being casually bruited sbout that I am to be
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spared by commutation of the death sentence out of a humani-
mrian consideration for me as woman and mother, while my
husband is to be electrocuted. Futher, it is hopefully confided,
in such an event my “spy secrets” would not die with me, and
the possibility would still exist for my eventual recantation.
Lastly, the responsibility for the decision concerning my hus-
band’s life would be shifted squarely onto my shoulders and his
blood would be on my hands if I willfully refused to make
him “come across!” .

So now my life is to be bargained off against my husband's!
I need only grasp the line chivalrously held out to me angl leave
him to drown without a backward glance! How diabolical! A
cold fury possesses me and I could rewch with horror and
revulsion, for these saviours are actually proposing to_erect
a sepulchre in which I shall live without living, and die wlfhout
dying. By day thete will be no hope, and by night, there will be
no peace. Over and over again I shall see the beloved face and
fancy 1 hear the beloved voice. Over and over again, I shall
sob out the last heart broken, wracking goodbyes and reel
under the impact of irrevocable murder! o

And what of our children? What manner of mercy is it
that would slay their adored father and deliver up their de-
voted mother to everlasting emptiness? I should far rather
embrace my husband in death than live on ingloriously upon
such bounty.

I shall tt{ot dishonor my marital vows and the felicity and
integrity of the relationship we shared to play the role of harlot
to political procuters. My husband is innocent, as I am myself,
and no power on earth shall divide us in life or in death.

Ethel
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CLEMENCY
DENIED
Chapter 8
DEAR MANNY, February 11, 1953, 6:00 p.m.

President Eisenhower reveals some more of his great “cru-
sade” and reminds me of the famous Biblical story—only there
is a significane shift in the roles. “The voice is the voice of
Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” What . mockeq;
benevolent words hypocritically cloaking a barbaric act. This
harsh and cruel decision was sired in madness.

By his action today, the executive arm of our government
has become a party to murder, For the whole truth is that we
are innocent.

It is imperative that the true facts be known to all. Sadly, the
informntionintheprmmdothctmassmediaisnmmeuuth,
but instead is a distorted, truncated, myopic aberration of our
case. Only the complete transcript of the trial record and the
<court proceedings on our motion for a new trial, on the grounds

-thitourconvicdonwasillcgnllypmcur_ed,canserveasthc
- basis for a fair and impartial determination of the truth and
" justice in this case.

Itisclmthattheprimaryusebeingmadeofou;caseis
®@ coerce political dissidents, and to secure conformity. Such
& situation will only lead to @ police state at home and war
abroad.

132

L., ———— e .- g

R R g o

- R a
P T
gl
! L]

Clemency Dewied . 133

We hope that our adherence to principle will at least help
insure that many others after us are not visited with the kind
of terror we've been facing,

We ask only the continuance of the struggle for justice,
Learn the facts and defend the truth.

We continue to fight with courage and confidence for life
and love, As ever,
Julie

IS FLI AT AP e

DEAR MANNY, February 12, 1953

We had been correctly, I am sure, informed that sometime
by the end of this week, Mr. Lyons, the Pardon Attorney,
would send the only complete records of the case to the At
torney General. The newspapers all reported that ar 4:30 pm.,
“Mr. Herbert Brownell, Jr. brought the records of the case
to the White House.” Ar 5:07 p.n. a prepared statement js
given out, This proves to the world that President Eisenhower
never read the record nor did he see our clemency petitfon,
However, the solicitous press hastens to add that he had beep
considering independently and “had reasoned that the crime
was enormous with frightful implications in the atomic age
and had concluded that he could not justifiably set aside the
verdict,”

No need for any pretense—the farce is exposed. Again jt
completely bears out our contention that the decision is based
on a cne-sided prejudicial evaluation obviously obtained from
asourceodletthanthereoordGndisnotfumdedonthefacts
in the case nor on its merits, o

Aside from the time-worn Platitudes, a reading of the rext
of the President's statement will show it contains serious in-
accuracies;

1. The President could not have given “earnest considera-
tion to the records in the case” for the Attorney General broughr.
him the records at 4:30 p.m. and one-half hour later a prepared
statement was issued.

2. The courts did not provide every opportunity for the
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submission of evidence. On our motion for a hearing to present
evidence thac our conviction was illegal, Judge Ryan denied
us the opporcunity © subpoena documents and witnesses in
order to submit proof of cur contention,

3. The jury was inflamed and prejudiced by a hostile atmos-
phere in the press, by the reprehensible conduct of the prosecu-
tion and by the passion-rousing, extraneous issue of alleged
communism,

4, The Supreme Court did not uphold the conviction nor did
it judicially review the case. It was so stated in Associate
Justice Frankfurter’s opinion.

Millions throughout the world, including scientists, promi-
nent lawyers, distinguished representatives of the clergy, men of
letters and arts, honored leaders of all shades of political
opinion, who are best qualified to judge the issues, have ex-
pressed grave suspicions that in fact the verdict is corrupt.

The love we bear our two sons and each other demands
that we hold fast to these truths, even to the death which may
destroy our little family,

We are not the first vicrims of tyranny. Six million of our
co-religionists and millions of other innocent victims of fascism
went to the death chambers. The war criminals who had a part
in committing these crimes are daily being freed by representa.
dves of our government, Here, now, on behalf of the sovereign
people of the United States, the Administration wants to stain
the good name of our country with the blood of the Rosenbergy.
We are confident that the people will raise a mighty cry againse
this new great danger which threatens © engulf millions by
dooming two innocent Americans first.

Now it's exposed for all to see. The Justice Department
withheld the Pope’s appeal for clemency from the President
and the public. It has withheld the true facts in the record and
the real sentiments of millions of people from the President

* and the public. From its very inceptien this pattern has been
followed by the Justice Department in its plot against us.
They butriedly got the President to sign a statement to white-
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wash completely this monstrous miscartiage ; of justice against
two innocent Americans, As ever, e

Julie

My DARLING, February 12, 1953

Of course, _Eise;‘hower could thr:sm have read the record or
seen our petition. To cover up this apparent discr ;
say that on his own he’s been brushin% up on theepca;? Sthuccl{
hypocrisy! He doesn’t even make sure that he's accurate in his
haste to use shop-worn platitudes—even stating the obvious
fallacy that the Supreme Court reviewed our case. He may be
successful in that we will be pue to death, but he has shocked
the consl::]nce of the world.

I wotked today, Ethel, but not for any length of time. It i
hard to find the proper formulation to e):rprssgththe way I feelf
You can be certain that all my thoughts are of you. I never
dreamed I could love anyone as much as I do you.

Like you, my beloved, I find it most difficult to think about
what this new development will do to our precious sons.
The heartache is just o much, for it is impossible to do any-
thing to shield them from the hotrible consequences of our exe-
cution nor can we assuage the deep hurt that they will have t
bear. 1 will have to find the strength to suffer through the
torment and begin to write them a long letter. This we must
do, and we'll talk about whether it would be best o send it to
Manny to hold until such time as he feels it is appropriate to
read to our children. At this time we'll have @ make serious
preparations so that everything necessary is done and is not
left to the very last minute. I think we'll have to take this
up with our lawyer at our next consuleation,

Know', my darling, I am happy that you have made my life
s0 meaningful. Always devoted to you, your,

Juiie

DEAR MANNY, February 15, 1953
Just a few thoughts on what I can gather from the pewspaper
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and radio reports of the rapid developments in our case. For
only & short moment the shock let the truth through w the
public. Then quickly the lie curtain dropped again.

This Sunday’s Témes is the best example. You will note that
in the use of a deceptive caption they have tried to nullify in
the minds of readers the “true meaning of the Pope’s message.”
With a journalistic juggling of news items; a deceptive head-
line; a “story” by McGranery, and a back-slanted quote from
Hagerty (James Hagerty, President Eisenhower's press secre-
;cry—ed-), they have attempted to mislead the mind through

eye

Most readers are not “analysts,” and the eye controls their
minds, as the “shell game” proves—now you see it, now you
doa’t. They say that a message from the Pope does not represent
his sentiments. What deliberate distortion!

It seems to me that this incident strikes at the heart of civili-
zation, for it destroys truth. Yet since truth is a matter of time,
they are desperate to bury us quickly before the entire lid is
blown off this stinking plos. Let them panic in fright;, we
mu:;. be firm and resolute in our determination to expose the
tru

Goﬁoit,belovedfriend,everyﬁbreofourbeingisbehind
you. As ever,

Islie

DEAREST ETHEL, February 15, 1953

With the turmoil and excitement of the children's visit and
the tushing developments in our case, I didn't have time to te]l
you thatyou looked lovely and that I love you very much.
Considering the circumstances, we managed beautifully and

. accomplished a great deal.

. It was wonderful, despite the anxious atmosphere, to be

.-toge:he:agam”onchappyfa.milynndtlﬁsisworthany

sacrifice. The boys are making progress. Michael is doing much
better, but I am convinced our little baby needs a great deal of
help. Also they are both physically run-down, and I get the
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feeling there is too much of a burden on their minds. Can
people really understand that our whole hearts go into what
we are saying and doing?— To those who see the truth, it is
good and right; to those who hate the truth, it is “defiant and
arrogant,”

It's a very rough fight, but I still feel confident. I'll juse
never give up to lies and indecency. As long as we do the
right thing by our childten and the good people of the world,
nothing else matters. We will have to call on the great strength
of the solid union of our hearts and souls to find the stamina
to face what is in store for us.

My love for you is undying. The mete thought of you is
solace for my aching heart. Your,

Julie

HELLO SWEETHEART, February 19, 1953

Kind of miss you. Since we've got a little more time I think
now we should go ahead with your plans for the children, but
at once. You understand the decision was expected momen-
tarily and everyone was concentrating on the most pressing
immediate objective, the question of life or death, But as you

, say, we must go on planning, and living and I'll help you in

urging that this matter be given prompt and setious attention.

The problem of the children and their future must receive
closer scrutiny and result in concrete plans concerning health,
schooling, environment, etc. I am sure if we have some posi-
tive plans in motion, we'll feel a lot more secure and relieved
of a great amount of anxiety. Especially when decision time
comes around. ,

The problem of our visits takes on a great deal of impor-
tance from now on. We realize that in the immediate future
a normal life for our children will continue to be a problem
and also we are beset with the big question of our legal
fight and our personal needs.

Since other co-defeadants are always next to each other and
can discuss their cases regularly, they can help themselves.
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I was glad to read this Sunday’s Times and find that the
news of how the people of Europe feel about our case s begin-
ning to get through to the public. Please have your secretary
send us printed material that che Committee publishes.

We're counting
a job we'll be

you are my wife and a w
hours per week, E
ar visits & week from 10-
rsmndthetechnicaldiﬂiuﬂ

t, in all seriousn,

the need is 50 gres
women’s wing
You know, hon,
me after gll

, the fact we are

P.S.—Walter Winche]l continued in the same slanderous
vein as Lyons. The N. Y. Board of Rabbis may well want 1o

comment on this case. ThcreisnOtonciomoftruthtoany
of these remarks,

At first I thoughr the Lyouns item was an isolated case. Now
msuretha:itisthelatesttwistinthccampaignagaimtus.
it still retains the singular feature of fraud thae has
characterized the entire legal and public case against us,
then Winchell in his Sunday night broadcase
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We are husting them, Manny, that is the reason for these
insae acts, It is a product of mental anguish, I await news
of positive accomplishments,

We got & very lovely letter from our children and [ was
especially moved to learn tha: ope town in Italy with almoge
total unemployment sent the boys a package of delicacies and a
little music box. The thought behind this gife shows you the
roel heart of mankind, and the many encouraging letters apd
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most proud of. As ever,
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February 23, 1953
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heart-warming statements from all over the world exemplify
the true brotherhood of man. We have what it takes to win
this fight. The final answer is always with the people. As

ever,
Julie

anm ‘MANNY, February 24, 1953
I'd like Robby carefully looked over with a view to a possible
nonsxllegtomy in the near future. Personally, I'd like to avoid
what might be a punishing expetience, in view of all the pun-
ishment that has already been merted out, but when a report
catd‘qotes so many days out from kindergarten, his physical
condition has to be more carefully investigated. If he is strong
enough emotionally to undergo such medical treatment as
might be required, and should the family there agree it is in
order (only where both factors are present, you understand,
will we give our consent), necessary arrangements should then
be ‘made. We were distressed to note the difficulty under
which the child labors when he attempts to say more than a few
words at a time, and while I have no doubt he is inarticulate
for other reasons, certainly a horribly stuffed-up nose and
throat don’t exactly help marcers. Nevertheless, we want to
be very sure thac the cure is in order before we say okay.
. Miss everyone I love dreadfully. The loneliness is impossible.
s Erhel

DBA_R MANNY, February 25, 1953

A cardinal principle in our philosophy of life is the firm be-
lief in equality and in freedom of religion. That is why we've
been so terribly incensed over the monstrous lies that Lyons and
Winchell have circulated.

At Sing Sing, Ethel and I have attended all services con-
ducted by the Jewish Chaplain and I've had talks with the Rabb;
every time he comes to the condemned cell block. We dis-
cussed this matter. He, too, is horrified by the viciousness of
such itresponsible newspapermen. In the time I've been hete
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the Rev. Thomas J. Donovan, the Catholic Chaplain, has come
to know me well and be has been shocked by these news re-
ports and told me that never was there any indication of such
an attitude on my part. Both of these religious leaders and the
authorities here will be able to attest to the fact that my rela-
tions with all men here have been honorable, and particularly
that I demonstrated in what I said and did that I am not ana-
religious or bigoted in any way against anyone for their race,
color, or creed,

Dear friend, because I stand condemned to death although
I am innocent, I am being crucified this way.

In a February 25th article in the New York Times, it was

reported that Mr. Lane (Myles ]J. Lane, Asst. U.S. prosecuting
attorney in the wial—ed.) spoke at a luncheon of the Lions
Club of New York at the Belmont Plaza Hotel and devoted
most of his talk to the prosecution of the Rosenberg “spy”
case.
The final sentence of his speech is revealing: “If the Reds are
out to get our lives, let’s get theirs first.” And also he said
that he hoped Americans would not become complacent about
the threat of Communist infileration and that this case would
prevent it. So that is the reason he helped frame two innocent
people—to use the case as a political weapon against dissent-
ers, who are alleged by his ilk to be Communists!

By the way, I just put in a three-months subscription for the
Times.

I hope you take good care of yourself. I sincerely believe
that the best thing that has happened to us since this case is
that we met you and became fast friends. As ever,

Julie




Chapter 9

" DeAREST ETHEL, . February 26, 1953
'I'hefe are times when I'm going great guns, working hard,
enthusiastic that we're fighting against tyranny and feeling
good. A visit with you, Manny, the kids or the family or a letter
0c some good news primes my spitit and keeps my morale
~high. However, it is not enough, because I can't 80 home to you
and the children, Then, there is emptiness, heartaches and great
suffering, :
Books are wonderful things. I get so completely absorbed in
them. They take me out of this place and al;e veiy gratifying,
emouona’l!y uplifting, and are good food for the intellect, At

[ contrast of the rapid advances tech-
nically bue still there is an archaic, barbaric, spiritual and moral
content of life all around us, He who cannot see, feel or undet-
stand the meaning behind words, forms and society cannot
begin to get anything out of life, for the rea] beauty of the
8oad life is partici pating in the forward movement of humenity.

The heritage of our Hebrew culture has served our people
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throughout the ages and we have learned its lessons well, It is
part of us, in our blood, and we strive for a free, richer and
better life. What we are, and all that we have, no one can take
away from us even though they keep us apart and threaten us
with death. It seems to me that perhaps it would be easier on
us if we did not feel so deeply and were not so well aware
of our case and its implications. Nevertheless, I am positive
we would not want it any other way. We have in the past, and
we will in the future, continue to contribute to progress in spite
of the difficulties we face. That is the reason our enemies use
the lowest type of tactics against us—because they can’t beat
us down. All the love of my heart—your devoted husband,

Julie

DEAR MANNY, March 5, 1953

March 10¢h is Michael’s birthday. He'll be ten years old and
i’s always been our practice to celebrate these occasions with
gifts for both boys and all that goes with making this a happy
day for them. Particularly at this time we feel a specia) effort
should be made to reassure our children with love, undet-
standing and new bope for their welfare and future, Remind
my family, in case they've forgotten, about the nature of this
day, for I know they'll want to do something for Mike and
Robby. If it is possible, give them something extra on our be-
half. Ethel suggests an enlarged photo of us might be a suitable
present.

I want to express my appreciation for the moving fraternal
message from Paul Villard, a true son of the liberty-loving
French people. It is a source of inspiration and courage to re-
ceive the comradeship and heartfele feelings of millions of peo-
ple of France. As long as the conscience of the world js reflected
by sincerity and brotherhood in this way, then peace and free-
dom on earth are assured and the Rosenbergs will be saved!

The world is on the threshold of many important decisions
and incidentally, two insignificant lives are linked up with these
great events. The important thing is that we fight on the side
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of the people, for the little and big things that make for a better,
fuller, peaceful life. As ever,

Julie

March 8, 1953
HAPPY BIRTHDAY MOTHER, MY ADORABLE ETHEL,

March 10th will be ten years that you gave birth to our firse-
born. I am proud of our family, Ethel dear, and in spice of all
difficulties our children are growing up properly. Again, my
datling, I want you to know that I love you with every fibre
of my being. I am not happy about our dire predicament but
Fam pleased with the principled way we have conducted our-
selves and with che steadfast fight we've waged to prove our
innocence. My feeling for you is profound and overwhelming
and our separation is my sacrifice. I'll just think about our re-
lationship, our love, our life together and our single heartedness
of purpose, the great promise of the fucure, and I can remain
strong and confident.

On this occasion it's good to note that our boys are pro-
gressing nicely and that our friends are doing all they can o
help them develop normally. Also that the people who we
believe in are supporting us and ate even taking us into their
hearts. This signifies the efficacy of our principles and proves
the real meaning of brotherhood among men, Life practiced
in this manner is really worthwhile. After all, what is important
is that we continue to strive for decency, for human dignity,

- for understanding, for democracy and peace. Even in this

hortible place we can contribute our share for progress. Regard-
less of the difficulties and the situation, truth and morality will
be effective in helping us and will work for the common good.

The critical times we're in require that we maintain our faith
in outselves and the people and think clearly about che whole
picture and then we will see our way clearly. You will note
how the enemy is linking our case with every major political
problem he faces and we must expose this to public attention.
IE were to try to keep up with every new twist in the campaign
against us I'd have to write ccams of letters daily. I have dis-
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i don’t
each of the developments with you and whenever I
::s:)l write Manny, I make notes fot our next mmm .

I sent our children a birthday letter and I hope they 1ti
It is hard to write them since I feel so strongly. However,
swopped a few moments to think about us in our own home.
The kids are on the floor playing with theit toys a:_:d vge;c
sitting on the couch enjoying the warmth of our family circle
and snatching a couple of kisses every now and then, Honey,
we'll make it. Right is on our side and our will is very stmﬂcgl
and besides this is the only course that will bring justice an

iness.
hng})ou know, my wife, I'm j;st m; ):;1'1 e:?(:is t(t::cu b;{:i
't wait to see you again, Every w ;
il?ﬂ? thoughts ofy;ou and the children. Good night, sweet
woman—As ever always devoted to z:u,
Juli

DEAREST ETHEL, March 12,1953

rom both Michael’s and my sister’s letters I hear a note
of I;re:ato:r confidence and it is indeed remarkable bow Pcpple
working for a good cause, which is based on their convnlcuo;s;
can be fired with spirit, enthusiasm and courage. Actual {2} b
most fruitful results are obtained from actions mouv;d o%
a thorough understanding of the situation and a know . gt:m,‘t
the purpose of what ope wishes to accomplish. First, mnd
say we are honored by the solicitude shown our children a !
my family by the good people the world over. Most xmp;rfu:el;
is that great numbers of people are aware that peaoe an e
dom are the primaty goals and they are alert to all issues, ;Il
as our case, that are an integral part of the major problem
facing the world. We cannot ask any more than that we lt:on-
tinue to work for this just cause as we fight to save ourse ‘.rel:s

Although I've refrained from writing much these last wee
while I've been digesting all I read, I can't helP buF comment
on what I believe to be a developing dangerous situation. Practl-
cally the entire press has embarked on a jingoistc campaigi.
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Open bellicose statements, editorial i i
a welter of.utterly confusing ancls’ci:::ftrt1I;git;cs:t:::;renr:f:ui::,Td :n 0:3
must be havm_g a deleterious effect on the public. For it muis? be
e:fcceedmgly_ difficule for the people to obtain any fair degree
o fa.cts which ate essential for them to know in order to get
any idea of what is taking place and what they are facing. It
T::;ns to me that the task facing the outspoken progressives,
i ers and honest men and women is not oniy more difficul ,
oo "
J4, darling, 1 teel so frustrated. I would I
ordinary man on the street and talk to h1mc,l fl;lr‘el ?eeit‘:grethi:
would be easy for both of us t0 agree on our joint interest.
One r.hmg Is certain, I've been reading and listening to so
ina.ny beapuful words and lovely high sounding principles in
f:?segthy dissertations. All empty words, for they are bred on
& premises and are leading to reaction, decay and war—
ways in the 8uise of peace and the “free” world. It is only
necessaty to kgep! in mind the individual actions and the a
parent”contradicnons to see the true face of the “prophets gf
doom.” I am very confident that people will succeed in defend-
Ing peace and I sincerely believe they will belp save us.
_Of course, you know I miss you very much and I love you
with all my heart. Always devoted to you—Your husband ’
Julie '

M

;’EJA;E 1?xi,agiuc how anxious I hil - o

was w.

the ordeal (A vi.sit from her mother—ed, )e g?zltl ;:gg; ﬁorhgal:
I gathered you dld very well. It is we who have a conscience
and decent feelings that are forced o suffer the tortures of
the da:qned, in order to uphold our principles. At the moment
Wwe are in the forefront of a very important struggle and [ feel

- confident we will continue to find the courage to stand firm

in spite of the cerrific personal pressures assailing us. It i
D . It is hard
for good people to believe that barbaric mentalgand emotional
Et::"::d!:' beu.:g used against us. The civilized mind is revolted
y tactics. The political lesson must be clear to all who
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are not blind that only organized opposition to the hate-
mongers can save the peace and freedom.

Oh Honey, I love you very much and I want so to be with
you. Can you imagine they didn’t have the nerve to face me!
Your family didn't even make an attempt to see me. They are
probably waiting for further instructions from the P.B.L or
district attorney before they venture o offer me their rotten
deals. Although I don't know the details I still want to pat
you on the back for the way you conducted yourself.

You know, sweetheart, with all the increasing tension and
the confusing world situation I stili feel calm because [ am
secure in the knowledge we are right and we are doing our part
in this fight. What is really difficult for me is the constant con-
cern over you and the children and I guess that is only natural.
We didn’t make any plans for another visit with our boys but
1 think we ought to have them up here after Manny puts in our
petition. Think about it and make some arrangements so that
we'll get in another visit, before we hear from the Supreme
Court. I adore you Ethel, my precious wife. I hold you always

close to my heart—As ever devoted to you,
Julie

SWEETHEART DARLING, March 19, 1953

Here it is still two more days before a young man’s fancy
turns to love. Everything seems to be in time, The season of the
years is approaching with the bright sunny days that quicken the
pulse, freshen the spirit and a glorious feeling of youthfulness
encourages newer accomplishments, For in essence, advance-
ment always displays the vigor of youth. The world has come
to recognize the true nature of our case and the people, the
most effective force on eacth, are behind us and are demonstrat-
ing a thorough awareness that they know how ro fight for
peace and freedom. Not only has this miscarriage of justice
inspired, but it has exposed our Government by the barcaric
sentence of death 2gainst two innocent people for their pro-
gressive views. The public is beginning to understand the full
meaning off our case. Therefore, my morale is at 2 very high
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point and my profound love is in harmony with it, but cries out
for proper expression. There is no doubt that we've received
great satisfaction from our firm maintenance of high moral
and ethical standards and from working for & good cause but
still the flesh and blood will not be assuaged until we are to-
geil:ncr z]l)g;in m children at home,
ve been ",darlin.itisalmosttbree i

we've lived with our child:en.sl-low we treasuted eveﬁa;:so;meﬁ:
with them and how wonderful it was to share each and every
accomplishment of theirs. A new painting, a nice block build-
ing, a particularly meaningful action of our boys, signs of
gro;th, mdfac_atzons of abilities for music, art and the general
probems of joy, worry and pain that go with the
family life. And so Robbie wiﬁ be six an%i Mike is tenb::gt{hg
apd. we have been denied our birthrights. If we write with con-
viction and are strong it's because the truth is indelibly made
part of us by the deep marks of pain. When I see the spatk
of .undemtand.ing in Michael's deep blue eyes and the warm
smile of feehng in Robbie’s face, then I know the reason
we can stand this great suffering, Inside of me I guess I'm a
sofqe, for when I think of our sons and you I get such tender
feelings and, although I don't show it, my heart is crying.

You know I've been reading a great deal lately, books on
natuce, the physical laws, economic problems, political and
scientific works, and becanse I know man can work with nature

. and better the world I realize how important it is to work to

make this a reality. This is the only way to truly love my chil-
dren Dearest, when I sit across from you separated by the
power of tyranny, my eyes, my voice and my demeanor convey
0 you my wholehearted devotion and admiration for you and
assure you that I will forever be true. So for the coming day,
a breath of spring, the perspective that will make all year
tfxe seasons of youth for the full bloom of life, I love you and
I'm confident. Your young man,
Julis

APPENDIX

Excerpts from the Rosenbergs' own petition for Executive
Clemency to the White House and from a few of the state-
ments made in their behalf by outstanding individuals and

organizations in all parts of the world,

PeTITION of Ethel Rosenberg for Executive Clemency to the
President of the United States (identical petition filed by

Julius Rosenberg). Excerpis:

Petitioner respectfully prays that she be granted a pardon or
commutation of sentence for the following reasons: .

FIRST: The primary reason I assert, and my husband with
me, is that we are innocent.

We stand convicted of the conspiracy with which we were
charged. We are conscious that were we to accept this verdict,
express guilt, penitence and remorse, we might mote readily ob-
tain & mitigation of our sentences.

But this course is not open to us. o
We are innocent, as we have proclaimed and maintained

from the time of our arrest. This is the whole truth. To forsake
this truth is to pay too high a price even for the priceless gift
of life—for life thus purchased we could not live out in dignity
and self-respect. )
It should not be difficult for Americans to understand this
simple concept to be the force that gives us strength—even in
the face of imminent death, knowing well that the abandon-
ment of principle might, alone, save our lives—to adhere to the
continued assertion and profession of our innocence. Out citi-
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zenary has a fine heritage of the right of the individual to
_ ro-
wt.:l l}m good name. Our country has a proud history of sttuggle
to defend right and justice, Many of its finest sons, throughout
the years, have defended this birthright with their lives and been
lfonored for 'thelt courage. It is difficult, rather, to cc;me to be-
lieve that this country would shed this cherished tradition, and
accept the word of those who betray themselves to curry ff;voa.
Yet, we have been told again and again, until we have be-
come sick at heart, that our proud defense of our innocence is
;:mﬁ:;r"lm lgroud, T:g motivated not by a desire to maintain
ity, but to achi questio; * "
bl tfnarty rdom."m the nable “glory” of some
%is is not so,

¢ are not martyrs or heroes, nor do we wish to be, W

iioo Dot want to die. We are young, too young, for death, W:
Ng to sec our two young sons, Michael and Robert, grown
to full manhood. We desite with every fibre to be restored some-
tume 1o our children and to resume the harmonious family life
we enjoyed before the nightmare of our arress and convictions.

Yes, we wish to live, bu in the sim igni
2 ple di that cloth
only those who have been honest with thexgtsucges a;d the':

. fellow men. Therefore, in honesty, we can only say that we are

im;ocent of this crime,
BECOND: We understand, however, that the i i

. : y President, like
the courts, considers If bound by the verdict :f t;;uilt.

althoglgch, on the evidence, 2 contrary conclusion may be ad-

You may even harbor a personal conviction of our culpa-

- bility. But many times before there has been too unhesicating

reliance on the verdict of the moment and r
egret for the death
rtih:::. dpsed the door to remedy when the truth, as it will, has

We say to you, Mr. President, that the character of evidence

. m—————
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' onwhichwewereconvicted,mdthefoitéoftheimpactofoer-

tain citcumstances in our case upon the mind of the jury, can-
not assure the reasonable mind that this verdict was not cor-
When we were atrested as spies for the Soviet Union, labeled
as "Communists,” charged, in the main, with theft of atomic
bomb information ftom the Los Alamos Project, the mere ac-
cusation was enough to arouse deep passions, violent antipathies,
and fears, as profound as the instinct of self-preservation. Qur
“guilt” of the accusation, and our alleged association as confed-
erates, once removed, of Fuchs, was broadcast and confirmed to
the public—before trial and out of coure—by the F.B.l. and
prosecuting officers of the Government, burtressed by the weight
of the tremendous prestige which they publicly enjoy. . ..

From this community, the jurors who tried us were chosén. ...

THIRD: The Government's case against us stands or falls
on the testimony of David Greenglass and Ruth, his wife, and
even the Court of Appeals, in affirming this judgment, has ex-
plicitly so declared. How firm is a verdict predicated upon the
testimony of “accomplices”? Even the rigorous canons of the
law recognize that the overriding motive for falsehood requires
that the accusations of a trapped criminal, testifying to mitigate
or avoid his own punishment, be taken with care and caution,
and brand a prosecution founded on such evidence as “weak”
and suspect. . ..

We have always said that David, our brother, knowing well
the consequences of his acts, bargained our lives away for his
life and his wife's. Ruth goes free, as all the world now knows;
David's freedom, too, is not so far off that he will not have many
years to live a life—if we should die—that, perhaps, only a
David Greenglass could suffer to live. . . .

When David in his trial testimony sponsored sketches of
mechanisms—including the cross-section of an atom bomb—
drawn as accurate replicas, from the memory without outside
aid, of those he asser:s were transmitted to us and others, fve
years before, this was to us a mark of the fabricated nature of
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his tale. We knew David to be, even as & simple machinist, ap
incompetent, and otherwise, a scientific illicerate. Now we are
buttressed by the arrestation of a disinterested scientist of note,

who, understanding the nature of David's capacity, indicates
that David's word that he made the replicas introduced at the
trial, from memory, unaided, could be no closer to the truth
than if he had testified thae he, as a mortal, was able to and did,
fun at supersonic speed. . , .

Yet, in one instance, where the possibility existed for fyif
independent proof of the perjury, the Government was cop.
strained to concede it. Ben Schneider, & photographer, the Gov.
ernment's “"surprise” witness on the sensitive question of flight,
was permitted to testify alsely that he had not seen us, from
the time he said he took Passport photos of us, until the moment
be took the stand to testify. The. Government admitted, afer
we had brought this to light, that the day prior to his testimony
an F.B.I. agent, at the direction of Prosecuting Attorney Saypol
and in violation of the order of the tria] court excluding all wit-
nesses, brought Schneider into the courtroom, behind the rail,
to identify us privately. . . .

The Government, ll-becoming jts responsibility in the face
of death, cavalierly dismissed jrs conduct and the Schaeider per-
jury as a “quibble.” The Court of Appeals refused us relief on
the legal ground that it believed that Schoeider had not meane
to lie, and that, as o Greenglass, we have not, as yet, produced
enough evidence to naif his fies,

serted the correctness of our Sentence to death, and only one
court has affirmed it: the sentencing court. ., . .

The maximum penalty was imposed in the belief that our
ctime was of “the highest degree.” The opinion had no basis

" RN ¥, A——— e e

the atom-bomb materi

the instant conspiracy, was of any substantial value to the Sovieg
Union.
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in fact and is premised on unfounded assumptions, . , ,

Within a week after the imposition of the death sentence

upon us, the Senate-House Joint Committee on Atomic Energy

available to it, including the testimony given at our trial. Re-
port on Soviet Atomic Espionags, Joint Committee on Atomic
Espionage, 82 Cong., 1st Sess. (US. Gov'e. Printing Office,
April, 1951). This Committee rated Puchs, May and Green-
glass (along with the British Bruno Pontecorvo) as the only

important atomic espionage agents, and subordinated us o g
minor place. . . .

years, Harry Gold, 30 years. Ruth Greenglass, David's wife, a
co-conspirator, though not a defendant, was never indicted for
her crime and is presently a free wamag,

The sentencing judge refused to consider these lesser sen-

tences as bearing on a proper exercise of his discretion hete, . . .

No one, other than the tria) judge, has even pretended that
allegedly transmitted in the course of

As a general proposition, Dr. Harold C. Urtey, one of the di-

rectors of the atomic bomb project, has affirmed chat:

“Any spies capable of picking up this information will
get information more rapidly by staying at home and
working in their own laboratories.” (N. Y. Times, March
3, 1946, p. 12.)

Specifically in relation to this case, the Government itself,
after the trial, conceded that: “Greenglass'’ diagrams have g
theatrical quality,” and because he Was 0ot a scientist, “muse
have counted for lirele.” Report on Soviet Atomic Espionage,
Joint Committee on Atomic Espionage, 82nd Con., 1st Sess. . . .
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It is petfectly cleat that such valneless information could have
had little effectiveness “in putting into the hands of the Rys.
sians the A-bomb,” even had they not possessed the "secret.” cee

The United States Actomic Energy Commission itself hag sup-
ported this view, as quoted in an International News Service re-
lease dacelined Washington, D. C,, December, 1949;

“The Atomic Epergy ission Ptiday bared secree
entary proof that Russia has known the scientific
secrets of atom-bomb menufacture since 1940, the year
the United Scates began attempes 1o develop the missile,”

, freedom, while we are being delivered to death, . ..
.+ . e have never known the ease of tiches or even comfort, At
. times we have felt the pangs of want. We come from a humble

for those few whose lives crossed ours,
We seck relief from sentences that would produce the ua-
utterable tragedy of the destruction of our small family and
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set a precedent for the abandonmeqt, America, of the civilized

appreciation of the worth of human
We appeal to your mind and conscience, Mr, President, to take
counsel with the reasons of others and with the deepest humag

claim, we shall have the Opportunity to vindicate ourselves, If
we have erred, as others say, then it is in the interest of the
United States not to depart from ity heritage of open-heartedness
and its ideals of equality before the lagy by stooping tw a venge-
ful and savage deed, . . .

Dz Harorp C. UREY, nuclear scientist, Nobel Prize winper, in
a letter to the New York Times:

“After teading the testimony of the Rosenberg case I find
that I cannot put to rest my doubts about the verdict and wish
to cite the following points:

“{1) Max Elitcher's testimony is of doubtful value. He says
that he and Julius talked aboue espionage but never transferred
any information for some five years. This doesn’t seem probable
to me.

"(2) No certain conspiracy between Sobell and Rosenberg is
established,

“(3} The connections to athers than Ruth and David Green-
glass are oot established. Migs Bentley was unable to identify

would be used in such identification phrases,

“(4) No contact between the Rosenbergs and Anatol A.
Yakovlev is established,
© "(5) The Government's case rests on the testimony of Ruth
and David Greenglass. He had pleaded guilty, but had not been
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fladly contradicted that of the Greenglasses,

“I found the Rosenbergs’ testimony more believable thag that
of the Greenglasses, altht_mgh I realize that I have not had the

f0 me a very doubtful one, Had he done this, he would have
obviously and unaccountably rich to all his associates,
"However, even if the verdice is correct, I am amazed at the
unequal punishment for the same crime, For the very same
conspiracy Ruth Greenglass was aever brought to trial, though
she admitted her guilt on the witness stand; David Greenglass
8ot fifteen years; Morton Sobel] and Harry Gold got thirty

"We are engaged in a cold war with the tyrannical Govern-
ment of the USSR, We wish to win the approval and loyalty

© of the good people of the world. Would it not be embatrassing
'+ if, after the execution of the Rosenbergs, it could be shown that
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you is prompted by the same reasons which were set forth s
convincingly by my distinguished colleague, Harold C. Urey,
in his letter of January 5, 1953, to the New York Times.”

THB ASSOCIATION DES RaBBINS FRANcCAIS, Paris:

“The Rabbinate of France, profoundly moved by the death
sentence pronounced on Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, but wish-
ing to avoid any exploitation of this plea for political purposes,
respectfully appeals directly to you to implore you t use your
prerogative of clemency in their behalf.

“Troubled in conscience by certzin indications, and convinced

together with an importapt section of public opinion, of the ex-

Kaufman, the French Rabbinate adds its voice to all those others
in Europe—sincere friends of American democracy—in asking
this measure of clemency in the very name of our common ideal]
of justice and generosity which we derive from the Bible,

"With confidence in the spirit of equity and humanity to
which your whole life bears testimony, the French Rabbinate
hopes, Mt. President, that you will not allow this sentence with.
out precedent in the West, to be carried out, which, in addition
to the persons of the Rosenberg couple, will affect two young

ildren.”

VINCENZINA VANZETTI, sister of Bartolomeo Vanzerts, Italy:

“From what I have read and heard about the Rosenberg case,
I have been able to draw many analogies with the Sacco-Van-
zetti case, which so moved world public opinion at the time of
the trial and of the execution of my brother, Bartolomeo Van-
zeeti, and his comrade, Nicola Sacco,

“Convinced of the innocence of my brother and his comrade,
and of the injustice of which they were victims, moved by the
similar movement which is springing up throughout the world
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' duty, as a precious symbol of this everlasting brotherhood in i

© prevent & family from being destroyed by a similar judicial arms. It is in this spici i
! - ' ¢ 9 pirit that I pray the Lord and hope the cruel
crrof, 1 associate myself with this movement in the hope that sentence passed upon the Rosenbergs will not be executed and i

the Rosenbergs be granted a stay of execution, the reapening z that finally their innocence will be recognized.”

"I hope thus to honor and render justice to the memory of 1D LVERMAN, M s mons, Lon-
my brother, Bartolon.leg Vanzetti, who, before dying, said: '[ l 30::“ SiLve » Member of tbe House of Com Lo
h°€§{§° pe the last victim of such a great injustice. f " - 1 have no hesitation at all in saying that I contemplace
Vel mclld;:; if the fact of being the sister of Bartolomeo | with hotror the possibility that the death seatence would really
; anzetti, an use of that having suffered the anguish of a { be carried out in such a case by any civilized country: least of

amily struck by the pain of seeing a loved one the victim of all by the United States of America, upon whom history has
a8 judicial ecror, gives wetgrht to my plea, I- tmplore you tw use f placed in our time so heavy a responsibility for the wise lead-
the power which t?]e Constitution of the United States Bives you i ership of so many nations in the onward march of civilization.
t0 stop the execution of the Rosenbergs, to whom two children } . - - To exact the supreme penalty from these two unfortunates

I
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look for guidance and sustenance in life." in these circumstances is to make the Rosenbergs personally
responsible for all the errors of all the statesmen of the world
which, since the end of the war, have so tragically lost the
peace for which we all hoped. . . .”

PAUL VILLARD, aitorney, Paris:

" . . I have read the complete transcript of recotd of the
Rosenberg case, which was lent to me for two days; all I knew
about the case before was the news published in my daily news-

o~ BNTRAL COMMITTEE OF mia LEAGUB OF THE RiGHTS OF
paper, the Buropean Edition of the New Yord Herald Tribune. ' ' ¥

MAN, Dr. Sicard de Plauzoles, President (similar pleas have

++ - As a general rule, I do not like the idea to make a personal | b li iag 1 i}

i.n_trrferenca with the justice of another country, especially a mmr?ﬂz sf}ut:ae ;gieraig:hagues of countries in Burope, :gli.
f“"‘l. dly countty as the United States of America. Buc after = “The Central Committee of the League of the Rights of |
8 the official repore of the case, I could not refuse to give | Man, in whose name 1 send you this appeal, is unanimoys in ﬂ
my name and my help to the Comité Frangais pour la Défense ‘ asking of you clemency for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, !
des ngnberg. In our country, according to a well-established ! “We ask you not to see in this request an indiscreet inter- ¥

Jusisp run iﬁce of our Supfreme C‘fm“' 4 convicuon cannot be : ference with the administration of American affairs, or a polit- .
oterd ccusations of a codefendant .. .t is in the interest ; cal move, but an expression of humane sentiment, in conformity I
of a defendant to do his best to shift all or part of his own re- with the traditions of our League. .
Pt oy #0d guilt on the shoulders of che oher defeadants | “The League of the Rights of Man was founded in 1898 in |'

- Eﬂhea;sumony of Da‘"dl Greenglass appears to me a very : the course of the Dreyfus case, at the darkest hour of thar case, .an
o puile 1 matic example of this transfer of responsibilit ' just after Zola's trial, and following Zol's example, to defend 1
LI and guilt.. I have been several times to the United States and 1 th and justi !
& love 6nd admire this great nation. . . , I had the h fight ’ o Josace. - ; : '
i with the American Atfny and Ikeep tha Bmlenzeo gg:?&edihl, : 1t was bom out of the great principles of libert, T nming ?
| 1 . e ! : ions. F :
E with Oak Leaf Cluster, which was awarded to me for combat from both the American and French Revolutions. For more !
i !

i
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than fifry years, it has never stopped affirming these principl
andnskingdntthcyshmﬂdbeappliedtoallmen.p P

“From the very first, it pledged to defend all victims of
injustice, without regard to origin, sex, religion, or beliefs, and,
for fifty years it has kept its promise. It has given its assistance
to tens of thousands who have been improperly sentenced and
it has had the good fortune to save many thousands.

“From the very first, it has pledged to remain independent.
It has never sought or accepted the patronage of any trade union
group, political party or government. This absolute indepen-
dence, scrupulously observed, has brought w it general re-
spect. . . .

“Its commitee is today comprised of men whom you know,
Mr. President, to be of the highest character: we may cite,
President Paul-Boncour, former head of the French Govern-
ment for many years, the outstanding French representative
-in the League of Nations and one of the founders of the
United Narions; President René Cassin, vice-president of the
highest French administrative jurisdiction, and with Mrs. Roose-
velt, one of the most eminent members of the UN. Commis-
sion on Human Rights; M. Georges Boris, state counselor, and
permanent delegate from France to the Social and Economic
Council of the UN.; M. André Boissarie, former Attorney Gen-
eral of France; M. Prancis Perrin, professor at the College of
France and director of French atomic research. These names
alone are a guarantee of the high purpose, the generosity of
heart and scruples of conscience which motivate the action of
the League.

. "...The League does not know whether or not the Rosen-
- berg couple hold the opinions attributed to them. But, what-
. ever those opinions, the League, faithful to the American and
~ French declarations on the Rights of Man and to the Universal
Declaration proclaimed in 1948 by the U.N.O.,, does not believe
in indictment for beliefs. At the same session at which the
Central Committee authorized me to ask for clemency for the
Rosenberg couple, it voioed a protest against the Prague trials
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which had a profound effect upon Europe.'. . .

“All human judgment, even the most scrupulous, is suscep-
tible to error. What the League knows of the Rosenbergs’
trial, leaves it doubtful as to the validity of the charge.

“I¢ seems unbelievable to the League thac a petty, ignorant
employee like Greenglass, whose testimony was considered
decisive, could have secured the secret of the atomic weapon
despite strict security regulations and utmost secrecy between
departments. It cannot understand that this Greenglass, who,
from his own confession was the one who stole the secret, was
given only a few years in prison, while the Rosenbergs have
been condemned to death for obtaining the secret from him.
Finally, it considers, that there is no proof of the transmission
of the secret to a foreign power, other than the suspicious
and sole testimony of the Greenglass couple. The League does
not say positively that an error was committed—it says only,
as it believes, as many Europeans bound to the United Seates
by long friendship, that an error could have been made, and
that the execution of the condemned would make it ir-

teparable. . . "

James H. WOLFE, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of the State
of Utah:

*. . . From the standpoint of justice, I think the conviction
rests on too shaky a foundation. No need for me to detail
the risk of accepting in a conspiracy chaege evidence of con-
fessed conspirators who stand to profit from turning State’s
evidence. This conviction was obtained during 2 period of mount-
ing hysteria by evidence of witnesses whom the law considers
unreliable because of the very hope of reward ot mitigation. .. .
I think the likelihood that the sketches made by Greenglass
(who had no more than a high school education, which in-
cluded no course in physics) said by him to have illustrated
matetial picked up from overheard conversations at Los Alamos
while he worked as a mechanic could hardly have done the
great damage feared by Judge Kaufman. Atomic scientists tell
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us that it would take pages of fine print material and accurate
g;lifmﬁon to intelligently expound the structure of the atomic
"On the side of mercy, never before has the death sentence
been imposed on those guilty of espionage in times of peace,
especially where it seems probable that, in spite of Judge Kauf-
man's expressed concern at the effect of the information sup-
posed to have been passed on, it did not do the slightest good
for the USS.R. Of course, if the Rosenbergs were guilty,
that would be legally irrelevant, but it certainly would not be
milevant in the matter of fixing the penalty of death. . . .
-+ - It seems utterly disproportionate to the offense for this
couple with two young children to be put to death. There seems
® be doubt as to their guilt. In view of that doubt, there
should not be carried out a sentence which will work an ir-

retrievable result if future developments show the pair were
innocent, . . .”

RA:BBI MgeyYER C. SHARFF, New York:

. ‘I, an Orthodox Rabbi, am firmly convinced that Ethel
and Julius Rosenberg and Morton Sobell, charged with espion-
age, are entitled to a hearing in the Supreme Court of the
United States,

“As a devout Jew, I revere our country’s laws, which carry
out .the humane principles enunciated in the Torah, and I am
reminded that the Declaration of Independence is of one piece
with our leader Moses' exhortation: 'Proclaim freedom through-
out the lan:ii.' l:g'hcrf:fore, it is inconceivable to me that in our
country a death sentence should be so lightly given,
the case in the Rosenberg Trial. BT BVED, 8 s

"I have- studied and pondered long over the facts in the
Rosenberg Case, which concern not only one human being, but
four living souls, = father, a mother, and two small sons. The
saving of one soul, as the saying goes, is the saving of the souls
of future generations. . . .

“I consider it my profound duty to address myself to friends
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and foes, to all, be they Jews or non-Jews, irtespective of in-
stitutional affiliation, or political persuasion, to participate in
the work of securing justice for the Rosenbergs and Sobell.”

W. C. HugesTON, Grand Secretary, Improved Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks of the World, Washington, D. C.:

"I am not going into the guilt ot innocence of Ethel and
Julius Rosenberg, but I am joining in with the petition to
commute this sentence to life in prison or a lesser term. It
seems to me that the United States of America could lessen the
harshness of their sentence in keeping with the punishment
dealt out by other countries for similar crimes.”

DR. BERNARD M. LOOMER, Dean of the University of Chicago
Divinity School, presenting a petition for clemency to the
White House signed by 2,300 Protestant clergymen of 26 de-
nominations:

"I urge you to reconsider your refusal to commute the death
sentence of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. Together with nearly
2300 other clergymen, I signed a letter asking for executive
clemency. . . . Our unaffiliated group represents an important
segment of the Christian clergy of this country. . . . All of
us, as pastors, are in intimate touch with our people; it is
fair to conclude that our opposition to the death sentence is
shared by a much larger number of conservative and thought-
ful citizens.”

Louis ARAGON, autt.or, poet, Paris:

“Will you . .. exptess in my name the deep revulsion which
I feel at this miscarriage of justice, the tragic comedy of this
empty trial, which casts two innocents into the electric chair,
two whose only crime, pure and simple, is their opinions, 2
crime which I, like they, have committed; and the last thought
of my dear, and our great Paul Eluard (late French poet—ed.),
turned toward the Rosenbergs, shows us our duty, and should
clarify those who may still doubt what ‘justice’ is in unhappy
America. ...
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"When death menaces a man and wife, who deny the cri
of which they are accused, and which all the evidenZe doecsr ﬁ
show thcy du:l,_ when this pure couple face the fate that was
McGee's, ia spite of the voices raised in the world, it is neces-
sary that French protest . . . make itself louder, more urgent,
more indignant than ever, because it speaks, not only to this
President . . . but to Lincoln's people, who if they let flow this
innocent blood, will have stained their starred flag with a stain
that they will, one day, have to wash out with their sweat and

tears, like the German le the crematori i i
soary i peop toria of their vanquished

THE VERY REV. C. W. CHANDLER, De¢, , il-
o Nt B, G R, Dean of Waikato, Hamil

“ . . I am of the opinion that the evidence upon which these
two persons were condemned is of a very slender character.
- - I cannot believe that in this instance the President of your
Republic will allow this sentence to stand. It would be cruel,
inhuman and barbaric in the extreme and would raise a storm

of protest throughout the world. . . .”

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACB AND FrE
DOM, Washington, D. C.: "

“A great many communications have come to the Poli
Committee frozp branches, individual members, friends ancg
from other sections, asking "What is the WILPF going to do
about the Rosenberg case?’ Even slight teading of the for-

,¢ign press indicau;s how much interest this case has aroused
. -and we must admir, how much propaganda value it has. . , .

“The case is 50 well known that there is little need to outline

it for our members here, Briefly, Julivs and Ethel Rosenberg are
" v * - . - ’ - g
now being held in Sing Sing Prison awaiting execution. They

were tried and found guilty of violating the Espionage Act by
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supplying secret information to Russia. Our purpose in this
statement is not to try to outline the case now to establish the
extent of innocence or guile. It is not, however, to be construed
that this is to minimize the serious nature of this case and the
real challenge it presents to us.

“There appears to be substantial evidence of guilt. At the
same time, able lawyers have pointed out that the trial was un-
fair and that there were certain improprieties in the pro-
ceedings. We cannot absolve ourselves of responsibility simply
by saying we have no way of knowing to what degree the
Rosenbergs are guilty. . . .

“A great deal has been made of the fact that the Rosenbergs
are Jews. Unfortunately, there is just enough bigotry, prejudice,
and discrimination practiced to give credence to this charge.
This is to our shame, But we believe that those who wish
to create dissension and suspicion have taken advantage of our
weakness and our prejudice and exploited this aspect of the
case,
“It is very important that our influence should not be lost or
ground out between the two millstones of unconcern or evasion
of the issue on the one hand, or of exploitation on the other
hand so often made today of people’s sincere longing for real
freedom and fair play.

“This tria! of the Rosenbetgs indicates how difficult justice gnd
a fair trial become when conducted in a climate of fear and
suspicion which breeds reckless and irresponsible action. This
climate affects both courts (including prosecutors, juries and
even judges) and public opinion alike. . . .

“We can reaffirm that we are unalterably and irrevocably
opposed to capital punishment, no matter what the crime or
degree of guile, :

"We can point out that we believe this sentence, unprece-
dented in our history, is excessive and should be commuted and
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reconsidered, (Kisus Puchs was given 14 years; the sentences
in the Canadien spy trials were relatively light; Ruth Green-
glass, named co-conspirator, was not even indicted and David
Greenglass was given a light sentence.)

“We must work to create a climate of opinion free of fear
in which we insist on equal justice under the law and protest
aguinst the kind of prejudicial treatment which gives the death
sentence to some and a lighter sentence to those who, though
indicted as co-conspirators, cutned informers for the State.

“Urge President Truman to grant clemency to the Rosen-
bergs. This is the least we can do. This much we must do.

“And above all, let us not be paralyzed by the fear that onr
mtentions will be misunderstood. Isn't it a sad commentary
thac the communications from groups whose motives we have
sometimes had cause to question have offered a guarantee that
such a plea for clemency will be held in strictest confidence.

“"May the day never come when the WILPF refuses or fails
to state openly, and for all to hear, its fundamental support
of freedom and civil libertics.”

TWENTY RABBIS OF THB STATB OF JSRABL:
"We the undersigned Rabbis and religious leaders of the

Holy Land take the liberty of addressing your excellency,

pleading with you to exert the power of clemency given you
in the tragic case of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. ...

“We know of no precedent in which any person was con-
demned to death in @8 democratic country on a similar accusa-
tion in peacetime. Whatever the particulars, we appeal to you,
Mr. President, io the name of God and the qualitgye‘ﬂf m)t::cy
t save the lives of the couple who are parents of two lintle

children.

“Bven if we assume that they had sinned against the laws
of the United States, they shall no longer be able to do so if

* kept under surveillance; but some day they would be able to

prove their innocence. In such case, your conscience and the
conscience of the United States would be clean,
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“Let your excellency call to mind the millions of guiltless
Jews who lost their lives at the hands of the Nazis during
the Second World War and the clemency that was extended
to the perpetrators of those murderous and cruel acts of mon-
strosity. We honestly believe that an act of clemency in this
case is exceedingly vital and your name as Chief Executive
of an honorable portion of mankind, your deep religious feel-
ing and your awareness of the spirit of good within you leads
us to lay before you this, our humble petition, in full hope
that you will grant it.”

(Signed) Gershon Lapidoth; Ruben Mengis;
Elija Mordecai; Walkovsky Jacob; Klimas
Isser; Zalman Melzer; Zalman Sorotzkin;
Yehiel Shlager; Ephraim Blum; Israel Walz;
Shlomo Zalman Zevin; David Sparber; Jo-
seph Adler; Akiba Sopfer; Rabbi Weidenfeld;
Abraham Karelitz; Jehoshua Weinrech; Israel
Welz; Haim Joel Duh; Jacob Tavitzky; Mi-
chael Tikutzinsky.

JBAN-PAUL SARTRE, author, playwrighs, Patis:

“It is necessary to save the Rosenbergs because they have
never stopped protesting their innocence and because the judges
who condemed them have never proved chat they were guilty.

“I¢ is necessary to have them for themselves and for our-
selves: in defending them we are defending ourselves against
the witch hunts; if we don't show that we are resolute in our
struggle for democratic liberties, the government of M. Pinay
oc its successors will find among us Rosenbergs by the dozens.

*_ .. In protesting this unique sentence it is for American
democracy that we are fighting, as well as for French democ-
racy. It is also for peace: they want to make the Rosenbergs
the first deaths of a war that they are preparing; snd we, we




CHARLES E. R.AVEN, Professor Emeritus, ridge Universiq,
Eagland Chaplain w0 Her Majesty:, the Quec :

“’I]:esentenoeofdeath,wbateverdacmeritsofd:emse,iu
tragic event for all lovers of the Republic.”




S RIOR L

Ca

" ROBERT AND MICHAEL ROSENBERG .




g i3 TN

OVERNMENT

A T

-

AL g%ﬁ%;;1 re is at \ _ 6 Court De

#pion June _3§ec1&1 ™, 1953, entitled Juliws—Rosenberg and’

U Rosenberg, ¥. United States of lmeriea;flﬁ_ on to acate a Sta
e el v 3 oy x

=
s

ehT

Fend

i
e

e ST | e SRR RIS 1 i, M Y g

Tiita 8 isr, Chief Justice ¥inson Selivered .

: 5 _,; ,?ﬂ%&-aﬁ = %‘ai“ﬁ"%?‘&%ﬁ:a‘?*wr A i AR = L~
raass-7 5 Special Yerm ‘of Court convened upon Attorney Generalts ap-
“-.plieation to review stiy of execution in case, issued by Mr, Justic

.- -Douglas. Court's actiq should be considered in context of full histo
"% of proceedings which marked case. August 18, 1950 defendants indicted
... for conspiring to commit espionage in wartime, violation of Esgionage
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journed. Executive clemency denied. Sentence of death carried out.
Jr, Justice Donflaa had power to issue stay, exerclise of that power vital
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Reference is made to your stdached memorondum doted
July #9, 1853, ngmattng taforastton relative to Rosenberg's
Raving compromfsed the U.S. FT fuses,

A review of our files reflecta fnforaation furnished
by David Oreenglass thcti Julius Kesenbery told Aim thet while
A¢ was working for the Emerason Rodio ond Phonogroph Corpora-
tton, New York City, Ae removed o prozimttiy fuse (UsS. 7T
Juss) fron the plant dad turned $t over io Ais Ruastan superior.

‘Rossnbderg was a Restdent Inspector, Signal Cerpa, United Stotes ‘

Arny, stctioned ot the Emarson Radio and Phonograph Corperation
from Jonuary, 1943, uniil Warch 26, 1945, On the latter date
he was dianlssed from the Signal Corps because Bhere wos an
After Ats dis-
mnissal, he was Adred by the Fmerson Audio and Phonograph

Corporation and worked there Remmb"%’i“;°87_3@ #2\035

Investigation reflected dhai écn wes engaged in
nok tng these fuses during tAis perfod, However, due to the
lock of evoilable records, $t Aas Deen tnno_l_gﬁgic_,to vert/y
w OQMI t”ﬁ. . A-.:{; 12 ?Se-

v PRI ] ?
Yy !

JPL:b1b K
NOTE :

' ; | Paav) o _ :
- URLTY JHIFO ; .
~ ONI requester vi ai cFeck info in our files re theft of he

U.8. ¥ fuse by Rosenberg. Info furnished ONI via liaison. 4

Gﬁiﬁwr\ 9 copy of Novy nemorandum is attached for our files,
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/,7’/: 7 AC A A YA \ j

- .
LR

\ Wk

o

4 e e e T AT S e v -



. . - .
* ‘ - 4
- L]

Y, { :

i

S DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF TEE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
JASHINGTON 85, DeCs 8
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Subjt U8, TT Tuxe informatien; comp
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. 1, 4 vscent msuvspeper Gecount sf Jultus and Ethel Rosenderg's

. activities indtcates that they tronentited information concerning

"~ Ue8s ¥T funes so $he USSE in addition o stonic energy dstg.

2. It i requested that a1l detatls svatleble comcerning comprom
be sbtained from the Pederal Bureau of Investig

| of U.8. VT fumes _
tion and forwarded to this offtoe (0p=-382F8)e .
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BTANDARD FORM NO. B3

Oﬁice M@I : ’dum e UNITE GOVERNMENT
7o+  Direstor, FBI (65-58236) DaTE: 8/13/53

M 3 sﬁ:, Few York (65-15348)

SUBECT: JULIUS ROSEMBERG; ET AL
. ESPIONAGE - R
Pf : Re report of SA JOSHUA D. ENSOR, 1/8/53, ¥X.

-

Enclosed for the information of the Philadelphia Office is one copy
of referenced report and a photograph of BANRY pm.-i@mm taken im 194k,
which was obtained from the US Coasi Guard, J Ta. .

@ Y 204 The Philadelphia 0ffice is requested to exhibit this photograph to
BARRY 0OLD and DAVID GREENGLASS %o determine if they knew GOLDEERG o be a
ssuper of the ROSENBERG esplonage ring.

- .

2 - Philadelphia (Eac. 2)

JDE:INP
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FEDRRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOR r

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A Ay : ! . e

NEW YO 8/30753 T
Transslt the following Teletype hessage to: L3} bW e

mxuscgosmsnm, ET AL, ESPIONAGE - R. REBULET TO NY, 7/ 2?/,?3‘
eMISS BELEN CAVAAUGE, SECRETARY T0 JOSEPH CURRAN, ADVISED ctmm (-
RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL, 8/3/53, BUT HAS SERIOUS HEART CONDITION
¢ AND UNDER DOGPORS “ORDERS NOT TO RETURN T0 BUSINESS. OR RECEIVE
_VISITORS IN_THAT CONNEGTION FOR AT LEAST ONE MONTH.  EFFORTS

BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW R¥CHARD M. PACK, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS.

BOARDMAN e

& - Bureau (65-58236) (REGULAR)

T Tug vy
h%z?ﬁ o
DATE-
b5—5 2037

JIP:GMW (#6)

65~15348 ﬂf\ P

Approved: Sent___________M Per
3 5]

€ AUG 24 TR G
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Tt - , M. Ladt 7]
o R BECERAL BORLAC OF INVESTIG™ & © -} Mr Nichot .
- 0. S. DEPARTMENT OF JusTIC: : Mr, Beimo A
SOMNUNICATIONS SECTIC i Clege 0

Mr. Glavin :

Mr. Hatbo. i

AUG 1 2 : 1€53 Mr. Rosrn_______ !

i\ M, Travy ‘
HP Gear " e

TELETYPE * il
) ' My, Wirerrowd |

Tde- _B(-i.’ﬂ___._
Mr. Boman
Mz, Sivve .

“Miss Garndy. E
f#”““"f“—'
FBI, MIAMI ~-12-53 8-49 PM

1 L. B - 4#“'«-1-\.
SAC NEW YORK AND PTRECTOR, FBI URGENT ﬁh“"&%ﬁ

JULIUSCROSENBERG, ESP R, RE NY TELETYPE FEBRUARY TWENTY, FIFTY ONE,
STATING NATIONWIDE STOPS HAD BEEN PLACED AGAINST CERTAIN PERSONS, IN-

CLUDING RAYMOND ANTHONY LOPEZ, INS, MIAMI, ADVISED LOPEZ ARRIVED MIAMI
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SIX FIFTY PM THIS EVENING, FROM VENEZUELA, VIA -
LEBCA CHARTER FLIGHT. WILL BE AT FIVE FIVE SEVEN ZERO SW FOURTH éTHEET;
MIAMI FOR NEXT TWO DAYS. WILL THEN PROCEED TAMPA WHERE WILL RESIDE AT
ONE FIVE ZERO SIX FIFTEENTH AVENUE UNTIL AUGUST SIXTEENTH. WILL THEN ¢
RETURN MIAMI AND DEPART IMMEDIATELY FOR CARACAS, SUTEL ANY INSTRUCTIONS.

PONERS e 165’—;582% A03g-

END AND ACK IN ORDER P z G 171983

WE 9~52 PM OK FBI WA MLT
T

NY OK FBI NYC T 50mwc 31y yHRORMATION CONTATMED

gy ox LT 03T L LY &mﬁwﬁﬂvw o~
RPRL it 9//3/55 ~ .




= o o
' URG AT

T dugust 13, 1958

'? o REE@DEP{'} / ARG ¥R ToRE ( BY MAIL)

o )nﬁsgmj,é;@ﬁsoxz% ' Br HIM TEL JUGUSI!’IEL e
A f";f%ump ARTHONY LOPSS ‘IH‘I';R YIE D NE¥ YORK CITY BY -

iR

-
g e L
Rl TPy

- BUSA0 4cENTS JULY TYENTT-SEVES, NINETEER FIFTT-ORS. NATION .
'WIDE STOPS PLAGED AGAINST LGPz CENTRAL OFFICE, INS,
CANCELLED BY WFOLET AUGUST EIGHT, NINETEEN FIFTY-OS3.
¥O FUBTHER ACTION NECESSARY.
~ HOOTER
. €c = 2 « FNew York (65-15548) (JI'HZI;)

6558236
AfL:mjh‘

NOTE: Rosenberg investigation reflected Lopez in cantact
with Rosenberg in 1948 re bPogsidility of acting as “
South American erpsrt representative for Rosenberg's =
company which did not materialize, Lopez went to R
South America in 1947, In July, 1951, Lopez returned £g
United States and interviewed, Nothing pertinent to i
Rosenberg case developed. Thereafter, Lopez returnedk¥m?’
South America. No further action necessary, : -

'
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July 31, 1953

(. R - . . B ' N ) b *
a3 BT . < RN . "
Bt . ; . - P . LA H

- T - . . . ., .. . e . n
R T P . L. . . B , - R L .

Mz Fronk rﬂgﬂotdﬂp. S Tedlt: T
Comnitter on Grievonags . . - AL IRRORIAL Iw
vfhe_Association of the Bar .. * EREIN BX : '
" - of the City of FNew York . IR ' - ,

U3 Weat L3rd Street
#sw York 36, ew York

Dear r. Oordon:: - (‘i,\'&‘x /

Your letter dated July 27, 1953, Rae been received
and I fully apprecicte the interest which prompted your
communication and your courtesy tm calling this matter to
=y attention, : _ .

Under the terms stated tn your communiootion regarding
ths secret nature of procesdings of the Grievance Committee, I
trust the following inforaation will be of asgistance to you.

I hauve not personally observed any newspoper article
reporting o posaible "bet' between YWar Attorney Genercl and
Ryself concerning the outcome of the Rossnberg case nor have I
been informed of the existence of sutch an artiole,

: J'.a;é’_ s/

The allegation #hat I wos a party to a wager with the
dttorney General or any other individual tn connection with this
matter to utierly prepoaterous and constitutes a malicious and B
viofoua folasehood. I must protest vigorously the inpltcation -
that I would engage in conduct which would be considered repres -
hensidble by any decent Ameriean.. o LG

If I oan be of ﬂrthcr service {n this maotter, plecse
do not hesitate to aontact me or, 1f more convenient, the Special
dgent in Chorge of our ew York Office. ’ '

. £5- 58236 -AD
N - Yith best uuhu.. 4”%%%80% 5"‘5‘{' 3 ] ’a:w

Nighols

S ﬁfﬂw o so MB.T5]

Harba , - Cf . MABdnoetely yours, .. [ @

Roses LI AR

o AG 1 K83 rpiax Booyes \ .?ﬁ S

Mohe o ’ \ R

P WD A1 WY VY g

boes— 2 cCk  New Yok (With copies of incoming) L A ou

Miss Gandy r . ; ; ;-l_i_:',: f-? 3 + ;\: :! W_ {li ® s ‘;l.‘.
F¥X:mac ' [ b




_FEDERA, BURTAL OF INVESTIG T
Y. . DEPAKIMENS uf JIEIENY
L DOMMBRICATIONS SEC mp; )
\J ' AUG 13 1953
\ TELETYPE
VASH 16 FROM NEW YORK 13
BIRECTCR URGENT

v

JULIUS ROSENBERG, ESP « R, RE MIAMI TEL AUG, EIGHT LAST INDICATING

ARRIVAL OF RAYMOND ANTHONY LOPEZ AT MIAMI, LOPEZ WAS INTERVIEWED BY
NY AGENTS JULY TWENTYSEVEN FIFTYONE AND NO PERTINENT INFO DEVELOPED,
STOP AGAINST NAME OF LOPEZ CANCELLED BY LETTER DATED AUG. ONE
FIFTYONE IN CASE QUOTE a,yssii.t ALTON MC NUTT, ESP = Rj UNQUOTE, TO
WFO AND BORDER OFFICES, INCLUDING MIAMI, NO ACTION NECESSARY,

BOARDMP

MIAMI ADVISED Y \.R-‘1 >< N

END 210R cmmm

NY R §6 WA JG mm Iaﬁﬂﬁ,ﬁs 3
DISC 9,3/
RECORDED | 'L_-:_f' g’ 3 é-—* o

llElSﬂb.

| e
62 AUG25 1953 - EX-104 S/W,

COPIES DESTROYELr 1~ 1q
486 NOV 15 1540 ®/
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. RITY INFORMATION - ro:-&h T

gzpleined fo Buth the physicel setup at Les Alamos for ..

. drensnittal te Bosenderg. T
' “In January, 1945, David arrived tn New York City

. om Purlesgh. Julius Rosenderg then cone to kid spsrinent
and requested Dovid to write up in detail 611 exrperimenta
aad work known o David ot Loe Alamos om the cotom Doabd

and requested sketches of tie lans molds. Rosendery
descrided to David the Niroahima gtom bomb. Rossnberg
satid Ae would be bdack the follewing morning to pick up tke
material mhich he did. Ruth Greengless commented to
Rosenberg en David's poor Randeriting and Rosenberg
answered that his wife, Fthel, would type wp the report,

A day or two loter the OGreenglasees ®ent tec the Rosendery
spertment for dinner, Presest in the gperineat was

Anne Sidorevich. After Anne left the spariment, Julius -
aenttoned thot Anne or someone else would c¢ome out te see
the Oreenglaases in eiiher Albuquerque or Denver to recetuve
the informeifon from them, Julins then cut out the aide
of & fello boxr and cut 1t in two parts. He handed one
part to Ruth Greenglese end said that the other part

would be given ta the other person bho would contact the
Greenglasses. Duriag the eveaing Butih Oreenglass meniloned
o EBthel thot Ethel looked tired, end Ethel replied that
between typing up moierial Jalius received “ta this work,”
and the care of her child, she did get tired,

‘ 4 few niphts later Jultue Rosenbery erranged
Jor Pavid Greenglass to meet an umnidentified Russian In @
ear in mtdtown Few York, The Rus3sian gquestioned Greenglass
sdeut & Aigh explosive lens which wos being ezperimented
mpon &t Los Alamos. '

In June, 1945, Harry Geld asde contact with ithe
Oreenglasses $n Alduguergue, New Nexfco, send used the side
of 8 jells bdox sa s recognition signal, David &reemglass
geve Gold verieus sketches and descriptive asterial eon~
cerning experimentation going on &t Los Alencs on the lens
mold. Ne slaso geve Gold a list of mames of individuals
employed st Los Alanos whon Ae Delieved were geod recruiils
Jor esptonage. Celd gave @reenglase §500 for the tafor-
mation.
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: In Septender, 1945, Pavid Oreenglass reiurned
to New York City es furlouzh. Julius Rosenberg came to

. Bia house for tnformstion, and Dovid informed Aim Ae Rad
> .a_pretty good deacription of ibe siom domd. At Julims' -
request, Pavid prepored moterisl, imcluding stetiches of

tAe cton Bdond eonsisting ef epproximately twelve pages. ' .
ssd took $t 48 the Rosenderg epartment. . Julius gove the
material to his wife, Rthel, who prepared the repert in
the presence ef the EBreenglasses and Julivs. While Kihel
sas typing the repori, ins nenitioned to David that

Ae (Julius) Aad stolen & prozimity fuse while working at
the Imerson RBadio Corporation and turned tt over te tle
Russiens. After tke repori was typed, the handerittea
netes, exclusive af the sketches, were then destroyed.
Juliss gave David $200.

After Weorld war II wos ended, Julins reguested
Papid to try te continue Ats employment at Los Alamos
in 8 etivilian capacity. David declined. Julius also
attenpted to persusde David to decome o student in
muclear physice at the Massachuaetis Imstitute of
Technology or the Iniversity of Chicago 4t Ruszian eIpense
in order to nake contacts in this field and odtain infor-
mation for the Russians.

rroz ]948 to 1949, David was associated with
Julius $n business. During this peried Julius told Daovid
Ae Mad people going o school; thot Ae Aod people in
upstate New York, saad in Ohic giving Aim inforaation for
the RBussians; and mentioned Ae Rad another contact at
Penersl Flectric in Schenectady, ¥ew Yerk,

Late ia 1947, Julius told Duvid adout & by
platform project and Julius said he had received this
taformation from “one of the boys." Julius alsc said RAe
had a way of communiccting with the Russians by putiiag
agterial oa messages in the glcove of a theater. Julius
had alsc mentioned Xe¢ kad received from ome of Ris contacts
the mathenatics eoncerned with atonic eaergy for sirplanes.

-3 -
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~ In gedruary, 1950, when Ilaus Pucks was s
arrasted in EIngland, Julius told David shot povid would |
Asve to leave the country because Fuchs' errest wonld
Jead to the errest of Fuchs ' coatact. ¥hen Harry Gold
wses srrested in WU, 1950, Julixs gove pavid $1,000 snd
s fexm daya loter &R additionsl $4,000 pith $nstruction?
oa how pavid ahould trovel to Mezice end from there %0
czechoslovakia, Julius stated that pavid would have to

+ a tourist card to go to Nexico. Juliua also mentioned
that he went to ser ¢ dector ®mho $01d him that a doctor's .
letter stating he was tnoculated for seallpoz would also
be needed. Julius slso stoted that he hod to leave the
country himaelf decause he waz & Jriend of Jacob Golos,
and that prodably Bentley knew kim.

recPIOKY _OF RQQE_GREEHQLASB

Ruth Greenglass, wife of Pavid Greenglass, alsc
testifiad ot the trial, and, In gddition to corroborating
the tesitizony of her hrusband, stated that prior to her
depariure for Nev yerice in Novemder, 1944, she had o
conversstien with Julius and Ethel Rosenberyg at the
Rosenberg apartaent ia Few York City. Jul tus informed
Aer that after two geora ke rad succeseded i3 recching the
Bussigne and mas AOW doing the work ke wanted to do. He

aad requeated her $0 enlist Dovid's Relp tn fursishing
informaiion 0 him for the Russian?d about Los Alamos.
puth declined st first but wa3 wrged by Ethel te approach
pavid., Julius then gave her instructions Jfor David 83 to
tae perticslar type of inforngtion he wonted. Juliua, @
Jew days later, gave her J150 to defray the sxpenses of
her trip ts FNev Nezico. .

On her return to New York ian December of 1544,
sfter viaiting pavid, she was pisited ot her spartsent bY
Julius, ot which time she informed him of David's deotaion
$+0 cooperote and surnish to Julius the information given
to her by Dovid. She furnished this inforagtion orally
and glso wrote it down for Julius. She informed hinm of
pevic’s impencing furloughs Prior to her departure foT

-d -
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Albuquergue $an February of 1845, Julius wisited Aer at

Mer spartment where sbe wae living with her sister,
Deretay Priats, Julius reguested Dorethy Printr %0
leave the room and after she did so, he furafaled Ruth
instructions sonceraing o meeting with an espfonage eontact
ta A1duquergse. ‘ - ' \ L

' Phe balance of Rer testimony subatantiaslly
eerredorated the testimony of David set forth edove.

' ED AT THE TRIAL CORROBIRATING
ONY rrp

Narra @eld

48 noted hereiabefere, Pavid and Rutk Oreenglass
testiried that Resenderg, im January, 1945, cut @ stde of
¢ Jelle box imto twe rts. Ne handed oae part to Rutx .
end safd the person who contacted the Greenglasaes tn
Albuguerque mould Raue Bke other part. Harry Gold testi-
Sted $hat in Nay, 1945, ke recetved from Anatolt rakoulevw,
Ails esplonage superior, a part of a jello box side and was
{astrueted $o oontact David Greenglass and kie wife in
Albuquergue, New Nerico. &ald was to xae the”;ello box
side as @& means of tdeatificotion and to say "I eome from
Julius.” @old testified he follewed these instruciions
and coatacted the Oreenglasses at miich time Rhe odiained
sone $nformatios relating to the stomic energy research
being done at Los Alamos. :

Eufdence of Bogenbergs' planm for Flight

As bas been set forth Kéreindefore, David
Gresnglass testified s to the iatention of Julius Rosenberg
to flee from the United States iIn the Spriag of 1950+ He
slso testified comcerning the iaatructions from Resenberg
Jor the flight of Mimaels snd his fomily.

Dr. Georgs Deralerdt testifled thai ke was the
physician who Rad treated the Rosenberg family, including
Julius. BNe said in Nay, 1950, he had a telsphome coRversa-~
tion with Julius Rosenberg, ot shich time Julius asked mhat
tajections were needed to ge to Neztco. Dr. Berakardt told
Aim that Ae mould need Injections for typhoid and smallpoz,

- S =
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Resenderg clatned he was making the Ixgiiry for e -
Priead, The doctor ssked Mim for safficient zotice 90 .
that he could get the serum &nd Juliss said he mould ’
metify the doctor 1) the shols were ascessary. '

Ben Schaetder, & photegrapher, 99 Park Rov,
New York City, teatified thet on & Baturday in Way or June,
1950, he wor visited by the Roseadergs end shefr two
children. Ne took photogrepks ef the sniire Jomnily which
Jultus ssid he wanted of posspori atze, Julius Rosendery
$e1d kim he sad his femily tntended to go to Framce. .

‘Futdence Congeraing Console Table

Pavid Oreenglasa testified thot Julius Rosenbeig'
had @ console table which Aad been given him by the Busstans
and which ®as uaed By Aim fer Rhis photography work.

Fvelyn Coz, & Negro maid who worked part time
Jor the Bosendbergs, testified to secing 6 new todle in
the liviag room in the Rosenberg aparitment sone time in
1945, She described this tabdle as g solid mahogony console
table and os the most decutiful piece of furniture in the
Bosenberg apertnent. Jhe ssked Ethel Bosenberg where ahe
Aad secnred this table snd Bthel replted that {t had been
gtven to her husbond by @ friend as & gift. 4 akort time
after rirat sceing this tedle, ¥rs., Cox recalled she next
ebserved it in @ closet ta the Rosenbery spartment, She
asked Ethel why the table was {3 the cleset end IS she
shonld place it dack $n the living room. Ethel told her to
leave the table in the closet since it was too large for
the lfviag reon.

Persthy Prints

Fith reapsct to the testizony of Buth Gresngloss
that prior to Aer geing to Albduquerque §a February of 1545,
she mos eontacted by Julius Reseaberg ot Aer speriment snd
Berothy Prints, her sister, mas requeaied to leave the reox,
- $his testimony was eorrsborated by Dereiky Printe. .
Darothy Printz (Abel) teatified that early in 1945 ahe
resided with Ruth Greenglass ian an speriment at 266 Stanton

Y, 2
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" Btreet, New York City. 8he stated that abe rccsl!f&wa;f

® .
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ta Jenuory or FPebruary of 1945, Jultus Roseadery cené
toe $he mpariment end asked her te toke a book and leove
the roox. Rosenbery stated ke wished to apsai te :
Buth Freenglese privately. - : :

DERCE [XDXPEXD OF TESTIND 7 GRESFGLASS

fax Flitcher J

Naz Elticher, @ clesssmate of Julius Roaenberg

at the College of the Ciiy of New York, who wos later s

enpleyed a2 o8 ¢leciricel emgineer, Burecu of Ordnance,
Peparimnent of the Nevy, Waskiagton, P, C., frem 1935 to
1968, testified that Julius Rosesderg visited him ot
Fashington, D. C., trn the Summer of 5944 and reguested
Bin to sbtafn reporta end bdlueprints concerning Ais work
at the Bureas of Ordnance &nd give them to Rosenderg for
transnitial to Russie, Flitcher stated that Rosenberg
contacted him at least nine times during the following
tAree pears in an etiempt to persuade Elitcher to obtain
information for Ain. In 1945, Elftcher told Boseamberg
ke definitely mosld mot ceopercte with Aia. FKlitcher
aleec atated that Roseaderg told bim Norten Sobell waa
working mith Rim er wes "in thie with me." ZXlitcher also
stated that tn July, 1946, wkile visiiting af the Aome of
Sobell in Flushing, New York, Sobell told him tAst Ae had
sone “geod meterial” fer Roseaderg. ZEKlitcher gbserved
Sobell put & 35 millineter film can in Bia coal pocket,
They dreve to the lower east side and Sobell left the
ear for sbont 15 minxtes. When he returaed he said he
Acd seen Rosenderg, &Sebell sleo scid that Rosenberg hed
Just told kim he once spoke with Klisadeih Beatley on the
Selephone, dut that she did mot ¥mow mAo Ae wos sad,
therefoere, thers was anething ts worry sdout,

Elizabeth Bentley

Fliscbeth Bentley testified that during Rer
ss9ociotfon with Jacod Gelos, ker former esplonage superior,
she bdecame avare of the faet that Golos knew an engineer

neved "Jultus” and that ke obtained fmformation from "Julius,”

- P -
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;n $i¢ Pull or in Becember of 1942, sn tadividucl nowed .
 Wrx3ius” mho waz the lecder of & comnunist cell of engineers’
mas turned over to Jucodb Golos to be developed in Soviet ...
saptonage. "Julius™ woa $o De tAe contact between Golos
and the group. Bentley dalieved this cell of eagineers wa?
eapable of development. Phe first two meectings thot Golos
had with *Juliss™ were held is $Ae sarly eveniag on

the lower ecst stde of New York City. Bentley accomponied
Golos to ths scens Of the meetings but remncined in kis
sutonobile., &She vaw Solos conferring with "Julios® on the
street dut &t some distance. Golss told Bentley that
®ruliss”® lived in Imickerbocker Fillage ia New York City.
Bentley described "Jul ize™ &8s Being about five feel,

ten or eleven iaches in height, slim ond wearing glasses.
Investigation diaclosed thot from 1942 en, Jultus Bosendery
resided at 10 Noaroe Street, in what 13 known a3 '
Enickerbocker Yillage. Julins Roseaberg is five feet ten
fnches tall, slim and wecrs glasses. Beriley was usaable

$o make a positive identification of *Julius.”

OTHER INFO RUATIVON AND EVIDENCE NOT
UTILIZED AT THE TRIAL
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Jerone Eugene Tartakow, confidential tnfornant
shose tdentity Mas mot been disclosed, was @ fellow tnmate
s Julius Bosenbery at the Federal House of Detention,

1{ Few York City, during the time Bosenbery was &n tnmate there,
Toertakew voluntarily Surnished tnformation conceratng con~
persctions ke hod with Rosenberg during thie pertod. The
fnfornation furnished by vertakovr which relates to oiher
persons {nvolved with Julius RBosenberg is set out under
thetr indfvidual captionrs. Certain of the information
furnished by Toriakow has been corroberated dut the grest
dalk of Mis tnformation cannot be corroboreted due to the
lack of cooperation on the part of the Rosenbergs.

: Resenberg stoted that hée Red pleaty of money but
only Ae or hi2 wife haod cceess to {t. Rosenberg aaid he
K 214 mot flee the Bagted States a3 xe Aad to "take care of”"
some friends bdut tf xe hod kad enother week Ae could have
escaped, In speaking of the deoth penclty, Bosenberg stated
"he had pleyed the gems and lost and would have ta toke

the results. m

e e -

Resenberg stoted that there were two units eperating
{a the New York srec ead that ke hed zecded one mnit and two
aes headed the ether mnit, Ne ssid one was §n Buroepe et the
time of hix Resenderg's arrest, end the sther fled ene
peek after ‘is srrest. _ - .

Rosenberg atotéd he had no direct connection with
the American Communist Pariy but thot he did "ertra-legol
work.” Rosenberg indicated 1% nod taken a long time $o get
into urderground gsctivities and thet the breaking wp-of the

- 10 =
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Canadian spy ring hed ccused Bim o lose contact for
sinost two years, Rosenderg, ss on tllusiration of the

“1% tine meeded to build an organizoition, $old of 8 poung
couple in a mid-Feet city io whom he gave money to operaie
& business o2 8 front and #cid during Aie recent operations
this man operated 8 @ go-between for the tronsmiseion of
microfilm to Rosenberg for furither transmizeion.

with his Russtion contacte and the prearranged signale such

ez marks on store wiadows, standing irn front of theaters,
stuffing tobacco Im kie pipe end hovw ke hsd discovered a
Role §n the floor of @ theater which was thereafter used by
Rim a3 a deposttory for the transaitiing of information,
Rosenberg named his Russian contacts as Alez, Nenry and
Pennts but did not further identify these pers:ns. Rocenberg
alao related how he hed coniacted @ Ruscslan guperior in a
railroad gtation in an unnered city arnd had pessed information
to Mim by switching brief cases, He also described g meeting
with @ auperior while &riving in a car with Horton Sobell

en Long Ieland, Rozenberg said he kad had contoct with @
Russiaon several times ¢ month,

Rosenberg ;Eéfza~¥{a$‘iy Ris wife, Ethel, were

released she could make contacts as “she is a very capabdle
person, ene thoroughly checked dy.my friends, as all tkre
wives of sgents ore and one who Ras gesisztied me on many of
my projects.” Rosenderg tadicated he kad §7,000 in cash
ond 8 Lefco camera in his apartment ai the time he Bas first

ueztfoned by Yederal Bureaas of Invesiigation Agents

June 16, 1950) but he refused to consent to @ Sesrch., fFhe
Jellowing morning EFikel removed tAe money and the cemers in
a skapping bag end took £t to the aporiment of s Comaunist
Party meaber tn Knfckerdocker Village, -

- Rozenberg s IRy the week end of July 4,
1949, ke kad spest 17 hezrs fr company with Vi{llian Perl ond
two other mer photographing material in the Rozenberg epari-
ent which meterial had baen taken from Columbia Unidersizy
by ¥illicm Perl, who ®will be referred to Aereinofier.
L Ty
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ggerggeﬁt gt 65 Norton Street, New York City .

. Pavid Greenglase hes atated he learned from
BRosenberyg that Bosenderg had twp spartments mhich wers
ssed for photographing material gtves to Soviet Intelligence.
Greenglass elap learned from Rosenderg that Jecl Barr worked
with Rosenberg tn Sovtet espionage activities, d4n aparé-
ment gt 85 Norton Street, Few York City, wos located which
Med deen rented by Alfred Sarant and in which Serant,
Joel Barr, and Williow Perl &1l lived ot various times.,
Pr¢ superintendent of thie epartnent Xouse ebserved photo-
grephkic-type equipment {n this aparixent, Perl Bas eduitted
residing tn this apariment tRrough arrengeaents mede by
Min ®ith Barr and Sgrant, WNaxr Elitcher stoted he atiended
social gatheringe et this apartement, ctieaded by Roseabery,
Barr, Perl, Sarant, and Morion Sobell.

Fillian Perl 7

Eg haos been set forih here
aas reported by the iafornan .

Da gla
Blius Rozenberg told Air in Sepiembder or October, 19438,
that Ae had received from "eme of the doys™ the mathematics
YLL.tavolved in the conetrucifon of sn sionic energy eirplane
motor, Jerowe Tariakow states Rosenderg told kim Perl gave
kin the plans on "ayclear fissfon to propel strplanes,”
$Bhat Perl woe g drilliant man in the ficld of aerodymanics,
and that some of the material furnished to Rosenberg by
Perl was "terrific. . v\

Per2, en July 27, 1950, adviged that on July 23,
1950, Vivtan Fleasman, whom ke bod kaown o2 the girl friend
s/ Joel Barr, contacted Aim 6t Ris apartmeat {a Cleveland.
She wrote hiz & note $n which she 8cid she Rod deen fastructed
by & stronger $o speak to &n seronauticel eagincer (a
Cleveland gnd to give Rim money end tnstructions on hovw to
leave the country for Nertco. 8he wrote that shxe kad money
Jor Aim, Perl claims following her depariure he flushed
the note down the lavatery bewl.

- 12 -
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: . ¥$vian 8lessman confirmed the dote relative
te her vieit to Perl oa July 23, 1950, ond claired she
d1d 8o at the regucat of & nan who mas unlnown to her dut
whe came te her home omn July 21, 1950, ZTiis asn iniro-
duced himself as on acquaintance of Joel Barr, Aer former
Jiance, Thie man osked her 2o go to Cleveland to visit
ker friend, an seroncutical engiaeer who wos inierested
tn her sister, 8he mundersiood he wea referring to
¥illioam Perl, o friend of her stster's end the only
serongutical engineer she inew §in Cleveland, KHe asked ker
to tell Perl to go to WNexico 6nd gaove her a roll of money
whick he said emounted to $2,000. B8he returned to Nex York
City after contacting Perl snd retotned ithe money until
the evenirng of July 27, 1950, when she sisted the unidenti-
Jied man sgain visited Ler apartment end she returned the
money to the atranger ard he deported,

Yivioan Clcssman adnitied thal eke was very
friendly with Julius Rosenberg ond his wife, met tlen in
1945, end frequently wisiied the RBosenbergs eociclly
thereafter. She sleo adnitted thot she had been acquainted
with Alfred Sarant aand had sent money to Ainm in pament for
rent on the apartment et 65 ¥orion Street, ¥ew York City.

Joel Barr _ ‘ ;
Bavid Greenglass stated that while Rosenderg was

atterpting to persuade Greenglass to lesve the couniry ond '

go to Mexrico, Rosenderg told him that more important persons

than Greenglass had already left ithe couniry. HNe soid

Joel Barr hod lert the United States before Fuchs was

arrested and was now working for tAe Busaians in Euwrope. It

wae deternined that Jeel Barr lefi the United States on

Jao uary 21, 1945, fer Perie, France., e disappeared from his

residence §n Paris, en June 16, 1950, end kis present

location {& not known,

-13-
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' ‘;t?cg Bqrant

. A1fred Barant, meattoned pereindbefore, aduftied
nenberskip in the Comnuniet Party 4B 1943-1944 I8 Feuw York
city, adnitted deing an gscquafntance of Villiea Perl, snd
ednitted close assoctation pith Joel Barr since 1941, He
satd he probadly met Rosenbery ¢hrough Barr. He soid he
et with deth Besenberg ond BarT st his spariment st

65 Norion Street, New York City, end scid thot Bart kad o
pey te thiz apertment. Sarant 8180 odrnitted thot e himzelf
had consideradble gaterest and proficiency in photography
and edniited hoving filn-developuent equiprent and flood-
lexps tn the Norton 8treet aparinent. s oleo sstd that
Joel Barr Bed & Leice comers whed parr was residing with

Min in the apsrizent.

PR .

Bsront adnitted thot o8 one occogion Julins
Rosenberyg lad-propositioned hie but Sarant stoted he .
®gedn't dite. Serant then refused to furnish any further
detatla concerning this 'ﬁropostt{an’ ond denjed partici-
pating tn avy eapfonage activities with BosenbeTy. Sarant
Pled from the United Stotes ¢n August, 1950, He wes lasi
¥nown to have been tn Kezxico OR August 13, 1950, end RiS
present Jocation 13 snknown.

!gchoc; snd Aane Sgégroujcb

' Nichael ond inne Stderovich prescntly reside in
Cleveland, Obio. pavid snd Ruth Greenglass jdentified Anne
Stdoronici es having been in the Rosenberg apartment 1 4.1
Few York €1ty tn JenusTy, 1945, mhere ¢the OGreenglasses were
gatroduced %o Rer, Subseguent o aer deporture frok the opari-
nent BosenbeTg to1d the greenglasses thot Anne Stdorovich oT
gomnsone 813¢ mould have the aotching plece ol the jello boZ
side which wal 0 be used 82 8 means of jdentification. hctuelll

Albuguerqueé. Richael giderovich has gdnitted thot heé knew
Jultns and Fthel Bosenbery tan Young Consunist Leogue
activities tn Nev York City prieT to 31937, st which #ins
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‘Bidorovich went to Spain o fight for the Loyclists
ationed hereindefore said

Jerone Tartakow,ne

Bosenberg told bin he advenced moaey to & young couple

to open & business in the Weat, Rpsendberg #G1d the man

bad pone to school with kiz and had been in the Abrahan
Accerding to Rosenderg this man had

Xincoln Brigade.
between® and rod been nsed to send micro-

scted a8 .a “gor
_film from ethers to the Bosenbergs,
e R TRy o
‘Phe dbot 8PS "é"-'"“a'. raished to pou 8o thail
yon may Rave & eoncise summary of the evidence adduced
et the tricl in this case, &5 well os ether evidence in
sur files concerning the espionage activittes of the

Bosendergs,
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IN THE SUPTRIE COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

:J/ .~!r 4 )
o 4 2t s
JYLTUS FOSENBERG AYD ETHEL RSEUBERG et ’{-* )
——
Ve
UNITED STATES QF AMERICA
APPLICATION TO CONVENT COURT Ii¥ SPECIAL TERM AVD
TQ REVIEW STAY OF EXECUTION GRANWTED BY MR.
JUSTICE [OUGL.S OR TO RFCOIBIDER AVD REATFIRM
. THIS COURT 'S OTDER OF JUNE 15, DENYING A STAY.
R
'l.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

JULIUS ROSENBERG AND ETHEL ROSENEBERG
v.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AFPLICATION TO CONVENE COURT IN SPECIAL TERM AND TO
REVIEW STAY OF EXECUTION GRANTED EY MR. JUSTICE
DOUGLAS OR TO RECONSIDER AND REAFFIRM TEIS
COURT'S ORPER OF JUNE 15, DENYING A STAY.

The Attornsy Generel and the Acting Solicitor General, om

behalfl of the United States, respectfully petition the Chief Justice

and the Assoclate Justices of this Court to convene a speclel tam

to reviev an order entered by Mr. Justice Douglas on June 17, 1953,

staying executlon of the sentences of death imposed upcn the de-

fendants, or to reconsider and reaffirm this Court's order of June 15,

denying a stay.

The indictment ageipst the defendentp and others was re-

turned on January 31, 1951. The defendants vere sentenced on April
5, 1951. The convictions were alfirmed, and s petition for rehearing

vas denied by the Court of Appeals. 195 P. 24 583 {C.A. 2). &

petition for certlorari was denied by this Court om October 13, 1953,

344 U.8. 838, and & petition for rehearing was denied om November 17,

1952, 344 U.S. 889, Fos. 111-112, O. T., 1952.
After the exhaustion of these direct review proceedings,
the defendonts instituted five further proceedings challenging thelr

convictions and the septences impoged upon them. -

-
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The first of these proceedings, vhich was instituted inm the
District Court on November 2L, 1952, a. fev days after the denlal
of rehearing in Fos. 111 and 112, supra, was terminated with the
denial of certiorari in No. 687, 0.T., 1952, on May 25, 1953, end

the denial of rehearing on Jume 15, 1953. On January 2, 1953, the

District Court denied the defendents' motion for & reduction of their sen- .

tence. 109 F. Supp. 108. On May 26, 1953, the defendants filed in

the Court of Apprals a motion for leave to file & petition for a writ

of mandamus to the District Court. This proceeding attacked the
District Court's refusal to reduce the sentences. The Court of Appesls
denied the motiom without opinion on Jume 2, 1953. On May 27, 1953,
tvo days after this Court denied certiorari in No. 687, supra, the
defendants filed e second motion under 28 U.5.C. 2255 in the District
Court. That motion was denled on June 1 and the order of denial was
affirmed by the Court of Appeals on June 5. Om June 6, the defendants
filed their third motiom in the District Cc;urt based upon Section 2255
and Rule 33 of the Rules of Criminal Procedure. That motion was heard
and denied on June 8, an appeal was taken on June 9, and the Court of
Appesls sffirmed on Jurne 11, 1953.

On Jupe 15, 1953 tiis Court denied an application for a stay
of execution pending the determination of the petitiom for reheering
in No. €87 apd the filing and determinstion of petitions for certiorari
to review the Court of Appeels' judgments in the second end third
proceedings mentiomed above to set aside their convictions and in
the mandamus proceeding.

On the same day, June 15, this Court denied the defemla;:ts'
motion for leave to file a petition for an original writ of hsbeas

corpus. No. 1 Misc., June 1953 Special Term.
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Although the defendents ralsed numerous contentions in
these proceedings, they bave pever raised the point vhicp was the
dasis of Mr. Justice Douglas' stey order. Ino fact, they do not
seen yet to have made it. The contentlon was first made in an
application for & writ of habeas corpus by ¢oe Irwin Edelman,
purportedly on the behelf of the defendanta, in the District Court
on June 13, 1953. The defendants' counsel specificelly declined
to consent to the £iling of that petition. The petition was denied
by the District Court on June 15, 1953, on the ground taat Edelman
had no standing fo institute such & proceeding. An identicesal
application, coupled with a prayer for a stey, was msde to Mr.
Justice Douglas op June 16 by counsel for Edelman, and, &8 we
understand Mr. Justice Douglas' opinion ard order of June 17,

the atay of executlon was based upon that application.
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THE COURT HAS POWER TO, AND SHOULD, REVIEY AND
‘ VACATE THE STAY GRANTED BY MR. JUSTICE DOUGLAS

i ‘ The full Court, @s the highest Judiciael tribucal in the
Nation, has pover to vacate the stay granted by Mr. Justice ;
Douglas Since the only Justification for a stay order by a
#ingle justice, under 28 U.S.C. 2101, ie to preserve the ap-
pellate Juriasdiction of the Court, the full Court can review

the grounds of the stay and determine for itself thet there

18 no such peed té maintain the status guo. For it is the
Court, and not its irndividusl memdbers, which is vested with
appellate Jjurisdictlon over proceedings in the lower courts.

And it 1s therefore the Court which has the ultimate respon-
sibility for overseeing the actions, by lower courte or judges
or by a single Justice, taken in tie belief that this Court's

Jjurisdiction needs protection. To hold tkat such interim

actions of lowver courts and judges, or of a single Justice, are

unrevievable 1s to overlook the essential basis for such stay

orders as auxillary to the effective functloning of the full
Coust.

The framevork of the Constitution and the statutes make
it clear that the Court has, and must ha.';re, this power of re-
view Article III endows the Court, and not the individuel
members, with judicisl pover in federal cases. The Judicisl
Code (28 U.8.C. 1254) gives the Court ultimate sppellate juris-
diction over federsl criminmsl convictions. Carrying out the
conception that it is the Court es a whole vhich 1e the appel-

late tribunal, Section 2106 of Title 28 vests the Court with

full suthority to affirm, modify, vacate, set aside or reverse
any Judgment, decree, or order of a court lawfully brought be-

fore it for review--including, of course, the order &f the

)
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District Court or of the Court of Appeals which would be
entered in the proceedings contemplated by Mr, Justice
Dougles' order, The All-¥rits Statute (28 U,S.C. 1651) gives
the Court plenary p&rer to 1ssue all writs necessary or ap- '
propriate in aid of iis jurisdiction, And it s plain from
the terms of 28 U,5.C, 2101(e), under which a single justice
can grant & siay, that thia power Is given sclely to protect,
In 80 far as necessary, the Court's appellate jurisdicticm,

In view of this dependent relatiomship between the stay
powers of a single justice and the horisdiction of the Court,
we suggest that the Court's power to review and revise tl;e
atay crder ptems directly from its position as the highest
appellate tribunel in the federal system and need not rest
cn a specific statutory provieian. But, in any case, Congrese
hes expressly given the Court the broadest of meens, in 28
U,5.C. 2106 end 28 U,S.C. 1651 (the All-"rits Statute), by which
to take the necessary action, Under the latter provision, there
is cpen to the Court a simple order vacating the stay, or, if
deemed appropriste, the commcm-lav writ of certiorari to re-
view Mr. Justice Dougles' order, or, pbsaibly, a writ of pro-
hibition or mandamus, These and comparable common-law reme-
dies are regularly used In cases, lii:e this cne, of great
public importance vhere the ordinary processes of sppeal ere
Inadequate and where the circumetances imperatively demand
immediate interposition by this Court. In re Chetwood, 165
U.S., 443, 462; Bx parte United States, 287 U,S. 241, 248-9;

Ex parte Peru, 318 U.S, 578; 1LS, Alkali Assn. v, United States,
325 U,S. 196, 201-4.
We know of no case in which tlds Court, or a court of ap-

e a———

ﬁea]s, has refused to entertain an applicetion to review fmd

f e e e e mmeot e - v mE TR s weer s



- - -

——

vacete a stay granted by a single justice or judge. In this Court, there
are at least three recent instances in which such applications hava been
made and apparently considered on their merits by the full Court. In
Pahey v, Mallonee, 0. T. 15h6, No. 687, Hre Justice Rutledge grant.éd 2

stay; a motion to vacate the stay was then presented to him, referred by
him to the Court, and denied by the Court. Sup. Ct. Journal, 0.T. 19L6,
Ps 96 (Dec. 9, 15L6)s In Johnson v. Stevenson, 335 U.S. 801, and land ve

Dollar, 341 U.S. 737, 738, motions te vacate steys grantcd ty single
justices were aleo denied. In Alexander v. United States, 173 F, 2d 865
{C.A. 9), the Winth Circuit, sitting en banc, vacated a stay granted by a
single judge (on the ground that he had no power to make such an order),

IN THE ALTERTATIVE, THE COURT SHOULD RECONSIDER ITS
ORDER OF JUNE 15 DEMYING A STAY IN THE LIGHT OF THE
NEW GROUND ON WHICH MR, JUSTICE DOUGIAS ACTED
On Juns 15, the full Court considered and denied the Rosenbergs?

epplication for a stay of execution, If the ground wpon which Mr. Justice

Douglas granted the stay in his order of this date had been dbefore the full

Court when it acted, he would have considered himself bound by that action
and would have denied the stays It was only because the contention as to
the applicability of the Atomic Energy Act had not been presented to the
full Court that Mr, Justice Douglas, as he stated, felt fres to consider
it, In order, therefore, that the full Court mey now have an opportunity
%o consider and pass upon the merits of the new ground upon which

Mr. Justice Douglast order was based, the Government respectfully requests
the Court to vacate its order of June 15, for the purpose of considering
whether the contention as %o the applicabllity of the Atamic Energy Act
affords sufficient basis for the granting of a stay; and if the full Court

= should conclude that it does not, it should thereupon enter an order

: derying a stay. In view of the express tems of Mr, Justice Dougles!
opinion accompanying his order, it is clear that such action by the Court
would remove the basis upon which he acted, namely, that the ground
presented had not therstofore been considered and decided by the full

' Courta
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THE AT(MIC TNERGY ACT CASTS ﬁO SUBSTANTIAL DOUBT
. OGN THE VALIDITY OF THE DEATH SENTENCE INM
THIS CASE
The opinion of Mr. Justice Douglac rests on the substantielity
of the ergument that the death senience cannot be imposed upon the
Rosenbergs without compliance with Section 10(b)(2) of the Atomio
Energy Act of August 1, 1946 (42 U.S.C, B1810 (b)(2)). This could
be true only if the Atomic Energy Act provision repealed pro tanto
the provisien of the Esplcnage Act involved here, Ve shall show that
the Atomic Energy Act was not intended to embody any such repeal,
that the statutory provisions sre not inconsistent, and that, in any

event, the Atomic Energy 4ct would be insppliceble to this case se

that even ecceptance of the prineiple of repeal prg tanto would not

be decisive,

That the Atomic Epergy Act was not intended to repeal other

pPertinent stetutory provisions is eset forth pleinly in the last

sentence of Section 10(b), the very subsection of the statute in-

volved here, Section 10(b){6) provides:
Thig section shall not exclude the applicable

provisions of any other lawe, except that mo Govern-

ment agency shall take any action umder such other

laws inconsistent with the provisions of this section. ¥
The former counsel for the Senate Speclal Committee om Atomic Energy
hag stated that the phrase "fapplicable provisions of eny other lawe ',
vhile general, must be read as polnting particularly to the Espionage
Act,™ Newmsn, Coptyol of Information Relatipe to ttomic Epersv, 56
Yale L. J. 769, 790. The history of the ststute fully supports this

view,

5. 1717 a3 originally introduced by Ssnator McMshon in the 79th
Cengress had a section entitled "Digseminatiom of Informetiem®, which
contemplated that "basie scientific Information® end "related ‘echnicsl

%/ The second ¢lause of Sectiom 10(b){6), providing that "no Government
Bzanav chall talka amr potdom wndeow suelat?axr le-z Ins T2 @ (b 4%, We
provisions of this section", does not preclude prosecution under the
Espionage Act in the case of atomic esplonage. As the report of the
Special Committee on Atomie Fngrgy, S. Rep. 1211, 79th Cong., 24 Bess.,
points cut, the function of this clause is to prchibit eny other agency
"from placing Information in e restricted calegory under the authoriiy of
this or any other law once such informaticn has been released from ihe
category by official action of the Atomic Energy Commission.”

'
'
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information"” would not be "within the meaning of the Espionage Act"

and weuld circulate freely., Presumably otner atemic energy inferma-
tion Would fall within the coverage of the Espionage Act. The Atemic
Energy Commission weuld, under this version, "adept by regulation
administrative interpretations of the Esplonage Act™ with the express
approval of the President. S. 1717 was initially introduced on
December 20, 19:5, Four successive Committee Prints of this bill
prepared by the Senate Special Committee on Atemic Energy reflecting
amendments under ccnsideration maintained this scheme of control

of atomic energy information within the framework of the LEspicnage

Act, Committee Print Ne. 5, dated April 11, 1946, included as Section
10, information contrel previsions substantially 3identical in this
respect to Section 10 of the Atecmic Energy Act as ultimately enacted,
i.e., deleted reference to the Espirnage Act as protecting atemic energy
information and contained fer the first time a concept of restricted
data and special espionage previsicns for the protecticn of restricted
data, Section 10(a)(5) of this Committee Print contained the wholly
new provigicn presently incorpcrated as Sectinn 10(b)(6) set forth
above, The fact that this new provision appeared in the bill simul-
taneously with the deletion of the referenbe to protection of atomic
energy secrets under the Espirnage Act and the creation nf new espicnage
provisions applicable to restricted data must be interpeted as
indicating Congressional intent that the Espicnage Act remain applicable
to atomic energy information., Senate Report Ne. 1211, 79th Congress,

on S, 1717, discussing Section 10 of the Ate~mic Energzy Act, indicates -
that this prevision was drafted in an effert te reconcile the requirement
for security ceatrel of infermation with the necessity for "sufficient
freedem of interchange between scientists to assure the Nation of
continued scientific pregress." This statement in the Committee

Reprrt on which Justice Deuglas bases his cenclusion that cne of the
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purposes of the Atomlc Energy Act wos to ameliorate the pemclties
imposedlfor dleclosing atomic secrets ie somewhat clarified by
Senstor McMahon's statements during Senste debate on this bill,

On page 6082 of the Congressional Record of Jume 1, 1646, Semator
McMshon referred to the security restraints written into Section 10
of 8, 1717 and stated:

This was one of the most difficult subjects
with which we had to deal, because we realized
thav If we were to progress, as we must progress
in this science, the maximum amourt of freedom
had to »e allowzd sclentisis, At the same time,
1% was aporeclated that during the pending state
of the worid's affairs it wes absolutely necessary
that we imvose some restrictive clavses, We
discovered that the Esplousges Act as 1t was
wrliiea would not do, so S, 1717 was written so
as to strengthen the provisions of the Espionage
Act and thus cover the subject. (Italics supplied)

It 1s apparent from this that 5, 1717 was intended to strengthen

the Esplonage Act provisions -- €.8.y by imposing the death penalty
in peace time -~ and not to repeal them. It 1s also apparent the
Senate Committee was concerned not with the prdblem, as Mr, Justice
Douglas suggests, of amelioreting the penalties for atomic espionage,
but rather with providing scientists with "the meximum amount of

freedom, "
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Senater MeMahen insertéd in the record of the Senate debate on
S. 11y & prepared statement summarizing the mejor pmvisinfxs of the
Iit_cﬁic Energy Act., In speaking of the infermation contrel previsions,
this steteﬁlent indicated that the problem of providing for "freedom
necessary for scientific research and development” was not a problem
of degree of penalty, but rather was & problem of precisely what {ypes.
of infermation should be protected at all for pensl proviainﬁs. See
92 Cong. Rec, 6096,. This view is also supperted indirectly by the
published Hearings on the atomic energy ‘bill. No question was raised
by any of the acient.ist;a as to the degree of penalty which was appro-
priate for atomic espicnage. The scientists did, however, object to T
"penalties which can be applied in arbitrary and unusuval ways." See
testimony of Dr. Harold Urey before Special Senate Committee on November
29, 1945, p. 103.

It 18 also apperent that one of the provisions of the new penal
provisions of the Atomic Energy Act was to increase the penaliies
applicable to espionage relatiﬁg to restricted data rather than to
ameliorate the penalties applicable te restricted data, ‘since the
penalties for viclatien of the Atemic Energy Act provisions were
generally considerably more severe than the penalties which weuld apply

te the same acts if prosecution were under the Espionage Act.
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Orhia conclusion from the legiglativLQist.ory that there was no
intent to repeal the Lspicnage Act i3 buttressed by the well-established
pﬁnciple that repeals- by impiicaticn are not favored and thai “ahen
there are two acts upen the same subject, the rule is to glve effect

to both if prssible.® United States v. Borden Co., 308 U.S. 188, 189;

' United States v. Gilliland, 312 U. S. 86, 95-96.

Plainly there is no inconslstency, even pro tante, between the
‘two statutes as here applied,

Under the Atomic Energy Act the death sentence may be impesed
upoh & recomuendation of the jury if there is a finding of intent to
injure the United States, This avplies in peace as well as in var.
Under the Espicnage act the death penaliy may be impesed for espicnage
only in time of war, Thus an t:i‘i'ense under the Lspionage hct in time .
of war, irrespective of whether it refers tc atomle energy or not, 1is
punishatle by death, Certainly it is entirely consistent to inpos;.
the death penalty (1) for atemic esticnage at ary time if ene set of
conditions is fulfilled énd (2) for a censpiracy with respect to a
combinaticn of atomic and other espionage in sartirme without fulfilling
such conditiens, .

In this case there has been & specific holding by the Ceurt of
Appeals that the censpiracy charged and preved was breader than onme
merely to cozmit atomic espionage. as the Court of Appeals said in
its original opinion in this case, 195 7, 2d 583, 601:

"% ¥ # here tnere ras 2 single unified purpese:

the 'common end'! consisted of the transmissien to

the Seviet Unicn of any and all infercation re-

lating tc tie patirpa) defenss; # & & 0
'l;hat heldinz was one of the rmajor issces raised in the petiticn fer
ce‘rt.iorari on direct review in this case, Since, t.herei‘cre, it ia
clear that a consnmiracy during Tartice to cemmit espimage as to matters
other than atemic energy cruld be governed enly by the Lspion;ié;a Act, ard
since 1t is also clear that this crnspiracy did in fact cover mattars other
taan atemic energy, presecution and penalty under the terma of the Espioaagé

Act were clearly Justified,
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.. S . In eny event, none of the sots alieged and proved in this case
would have violated the Atomic Eneryy Act sinte the transactions relating
to stomic energy occurred before the passage of that Act in 1946 and the
subsequent events did not relate to atomie energy. Thus, it is clear .
that under the facts of this case the indictment could be maintained _

G ccly under the espionage statute. As poted in the opinian of Kr. Justice
= _ - Dougles, the conspirecy cormenced on or about June 6, 1944 - more than
) ‘-;; v . . ’ two years pri'or.to the effective date of the Atomic Energy Act. All of
| | the overt acts alleged in the indictment, anc on the basis of which the
Jury returned its verdict, occurred between June 1944 and Jamary 19!.5.

The trial testimony concerni.ng atomic energy information which was

transmitted to the Soviet Union pursua:n‘c. to the conspiracy was given by

: ' David Greenglass R Ruth Greenglaas and Harry Gold. 411 such information

was furnished to the acnspirators by David Greenglass. hecording to the

testimony, the last information relating to atomle energy which Greenglass

‘ fufnished to the Rosenbergs was given in Septeiber 1945 == still almost 2
“ o - . . year prior to the effective date of the Atcmic Energy Act. It is to be
noted that ‘Greenglass severed his cornection with the Los Alanos Atemic -

Baxb Project in February 1946, when he was discharged from the Army.

Thus the trial record contains no evidence of atemie energy informstion
ﬁmished to the conspiretors subsequert to the effective date of the

Atomie BEnergy Act. .-

"; . : The evidence summarized in footnote 3, page 7 of the opinion of Ir.

Justice Douglas as to acts occurring after 1946 relates solely to non=-
stamic energy subjects. Indeed one of Sobellts main arsuments in his
- _ ~ petition for certiorari was that he was not cornected with the atomic

energy phasa of the conspiracy.

Under these circumstances, it 'seems clear that the proviéions of the
- Atomic Energy Act would not be appliceble to the facts of this case. iot
enly was the conspiracy a general onc dealing in any and all information
relating to the national defense — and not reétricted to ctonic enerpy
information = but also the acts of transmis.jsion c;t atauic energy informa-

tien occurred prior to the passage of the itomic Energy Act.




CONCLUSION

It is important in the Interests of the mdministration
of criminal justice and in the natiomal interests that this case
be brought to a finml determination as expeditiousiy as possible.
"Determination of guilt or imnocence as a result of a fair trisl, and
yrompt enforcemert of sentences in the court of comviction, are

objectives of criminal law.” United States v. Johnson, 327 U. S. 106,

112. It has been more than two years since the date of defendants’
convictions and sentencing. As pointed out above, their comvictions
were carelully reviewed and affirmed by the Court of Appeals and
this Court declined to review its Judgment. Mganwhile, the
defendants heve exhausted the privileges the law allows for re-
exanination of the wvalidity of their convictions. Having invoked
those privileges and their own cleims having been found to be without
merit, we urge that 1t would not'be in the interests of orderly
processes of justice that the point of law upon which Mr. Justice
Douglas based his stay order wend its way tﬁrough the District Court
and then to the Court of Appeals and this Court before this case can
be brought to a finsl conclusion. We believe that the paramount
public interest im the prompt and effective administration of criminal
Justice requifes that this Court hesr and determiné the matter as
expeditiously as possible. -

In requesting the Court to take this action, the Govermment
is fully mindful that human lives are at stake, and that in no
circumstances should the extreme pensliy of the law be exacted
until the fullest measure of justice and due process of law has
been afforded. The Govermment is mot asking thet the Court act

with unseemly haste to avoid postponement of a scheduled executiom.



On the coutrary, we are convinced that the only conclueion which
fair-minded persons could draw from the history of this case is
‘that, after a fair trial im vhich guilt was clearly egtsblished,

and after successive appeals to this Court and the Court of Appeals--
in vhich they had ever& opportunity to present every contention of
law and fact to support thelr position--proved without evail,

the defendants have mow received the fullest measure of Justice

and due progess of law, Furthér postponement would mot servé

the Interests of justice. Respect for the orderly processes of

law cannot help but be impaired by & parade of repeated unmeritorious
appeals, each uwew one presenting only an 1nsubstantial'variation from

$ts predecessors.

HERBERT BROWNELL, JR,
Attorney General

ROBERT L. STERN,
Acting Sollcitor General

JURE 1953.
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. M. Tolwon . ’ June 11, 1953
L. B. Mchols
+ IvLkivy
o | A% 11:10 A.M. this moraing, Congressman Byrd of West ¥irginie

Roberh H. 841k, an sttorney froa New York and iichigan, hed Just besn in
his office and had been attempting to pressure Byrd into taking sors action
in order to sscure frudau; for ths Rosenbergs.

Byrd statod that he picked up the pictures of his two daughters
which he keeps on his desk and sasked Silk if he thought the Rosenbergs
“ad arny thought for theso two young 1adics st the time they engaged in the
tivities for which they were coavicted and that, %o his aind, it was
ulting to his to have Silk plead for the Eosenbergs' children whan
parents themselves had no regard for thsir own children or the children
anyone in the United States during the time they were spying agelost
wur govermment. Ryrd stated he teld Silk that his mind wes made up and
that any such trash as Silk was trying to leave with him, which Byrd said
was propaganda materisl to secure justice for the Rosenbergs, was prospily
going in his waste baszket. .

Congressman Byrd thought we would like to have Silk's name for
vhatever purposes it way serve the FBI. Yhe Congressman said he felt
sttespts to influence mesbers of Oongress was part of a mester schems of
the Communist Party and, while he did not know or had no resson to believe
that Silk was himself & Comrunist, it could well be that he is part of the
entire operation and not just an fanocent dupe.

I[.klophonicany advized Nr. NeOuire that a pesrson idemtifying himself as

q—

I

The Congresszan was thanked for furnishing this information. /‘f’ ;,
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¥r. Nichols June 15, 1953

N, l. Jmu_a'

e .

[~
MALCOLH PITVAN BFABP
SYYOPSIS: |

Per your $notructions, ottached memorandum driefly
sumacrizes pertinent uafavoradble information concerning Sharp, law
Professor, Univergjty of Chicago who reporiedly appeared #n court
with the aitorn osenbergs on June 8, 1953. Sharp bora 1887
in Madison, Fisconsin; holds degrees Jron Amherst College, Univer-
sit: of Nizconsin and Haorvard Unicersity. Onm Joculty of Unifversity |
of Chicago since 1937 with ezception of 1942-44. Shorp ta Security
Inder subject of Chicago O/fice, tabbed for "Detcon®™ and "Comsab.”
Identified by Louis Budenz @8 per8or whon he had Aeard referred to
repeatedly in Chicago a2z o Comaunist. Sharp has be.n affiliated
with the followiny Communist-inspired, $afluenced, or infilirated
erganizations: “Communiet Clud of the Univerait: of Chicago”;
"american Youtk for Democrac '"; "Labor TYouth League'; "National Com-
mittee to Desect Mundt Bill";'"Iaternationacl Labor Defense'; "Connittee
to Defeat Bro-le: £ills"; "Nationcl Lowers Guild"; "Commitree to free
Earl Browuder™; "dotional Council o) Aunerican-ooviet FPriendship"y
"chicago Civel Libarties Comaittee™; "Mid-Fest Comrnittee Sor Prolec-
tton of Foreign Bora™; "american League Agcinst ¥er and Fceetsa”;
wgorth American Committee $o Aid Spanish Democracy'; '"Nutcher Civil
Rights Conjress”; “darzist Club end Marrist Forua®™; "Coordinatinyg
Comuittee to Lift the Smbargo”; "Law'ers Comnittce on American
Gelations with Spain®; "did-Centur; Conference for Peace®; "Comaftiee
Jor Peacesul Alternatives”™ and "Iateraationcl Juridical Association.”
Sharp testifted defore Subversive Actiuvities Comatssion of Illinois

Moy 19, 1949, -
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED &/

ﬁﬁ"’””"”‘ Lot HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED .
Fone., For tu,fornatton. DA 1 ) ﬁ(,

lopo- 3802 !-— ||
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Memorandun to ir. Fiohola . . .. - . -oJpie 15, 1959
Re: JMolcolm Pitman Sharp BRI . |
- ¥ Mw_ i el e

IV VRIS

Oonnt tiee for K
i, (100-36421-T)

:-’: j.r.‘?.f Nk

ORI PR o0 A e BRI Ay i T B e R
SR NIRRT p gonnectfon with the adove, 1% should be noted alsc
..o .. #hat the "Datly Worker® of Maroh S0, 194Z, (page 4] contains the

FTETCT pellowing statement by Sharp 8 connectfos with the Earl Browder
g".'!. ...u_%:‘-um." LT - . *’-\. B R R ¥ aeat i SN L" -
‘ Ay " %7 am glad to record agafa my dptnton adout the Farl . =

RS ppopder case, TAe severity of his sentence seens explicable
~" 2. enly @8 punfshment for an unpopular political opinton.’ The

&7 portion of the seatence already served is more than adequate

: @8 @ penalty for Aia violation of psssport laws, I hope - &

.. Shat President Rooseveld will pardon him, a® @& matier of ' 3
3 "~ justfce and atatesmanship.® (It should B4 noted that a 7

- Aiewis gommittes, named *Cidfzens® Coamittee to Free Farl Brouder” ..

" Rae Deen cited by the Attorney dengral)(40-8798-4) . .

.« 2he Nurecu's Sécurity Watier - C investigation of Sharp
wae opened in June, 1051, fellowing receips of information concern-
iag Sharp froz Loute F. Budenx. Budens atated that Ae kad hesard
.- Skarp referred to repeadedly in Chicago ae a Comnunist. Budensy . .
& peportedly safd thqt the references werq made in the State Bureas -
"“meetings whioh he atdended frequently ob thée headqugriers of the -~
wezc, 3o Communted Party $a downtown Chicagd. The referenced cassé ¢ tefly = .
' from Merris Childs and Jack Martin vhe were officfala of the Com- -
muaisd Porty ta Illtnots and had t¢ do with Dr. Sharp's cooperation
"™ 7 with the Paridp if.various front activities and in Chicage political
¢ affairs, Budenz purther stated that he had heard "infrequently of
%  pe, Jharp o8 coopercting with the Communtsd caouse, motadly from = ..
Tack Staohel in ¢/ficial reports to me at the 'mily Yorker' gnd from
errfs Childe,® . He cenoluded, "Sharp haa deen active $a several :
Communist Fronts.” (100-380481-1) — T .Ut e
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Nemorandum to Mr. Nichols June 15, 1853
RE: 'Malcolm Pitman Sharp B -
. ‘ ”
oA T Etui] Bzghtg ggngresg .

Sharp, in his appearance beforse the Seditious Activities
Investigation Commission of Illinois on May 19, 1949, wes ques-
tioned concernin% en article in the "Datly Worker”™ of April 16,

1946, ceptioned "Notables Defend Communist” which article wecs
released by the Civil Rights Congress. The text of the article
®cs "The Comaunist Party is a legal, American political party.
Fe aec¢ nothing in its program, record or sctivities, either in
war or pecce, %o justify the enaciment of the repressive legi-
slation now bdeing urged by the Coagress in on atmosphere of
organfzed hysteria.” Shorp was csked ‘whether he was one of the
signers of this orticle. Under cath, Ae replied, "I think it
is very likely I signed the document.” (100-380521-6) (Civil
RBights Congress cited by Attorney General)

Jobor Youth league




Hemoiuﬁdﬁw to ¥r. Nichols June 15, 1853
RBe: -Malcolm Pitman Sharp -

or Touth League et ted by Titora

National Lawyers guild

On April 1, 1940, Sharp furzished o signed statement
to Adgente of the Chicago Office, which contained a statement
to the effect that Ae had dbeen an active memder and [firs

el the Chicago Lo

b7¢  bLb7D

- o LR i s ‘ ) The “Chicago - P
/ntuersity o hicago campus publication, of Decenber 1, 1950,
contains an erticle showing that Sharp was sponsor eof the
Notional Lowyers Guild Chapter on the ‘Campus. (100-380421-6)
(National Lowyers Guild cited by Coagreasional Committee on
Un-American Adctivities.) bl D

Jotional Committee to Defeat_ the Mundi Bill

B = -5 Fctionael Committee
ihe Nundt Bill cited by Congressional Commitiee on Un-American
Activities.) \o‘)p -




Memorgrdunr to Nr. Nichols . June 15, 1953
Be: WNalcolm Pitman Sharp :

| e ?fzoo-

e y Attornef General.)
. b’zp ! -
omnitiee 1 eat the Broyles la

RBeportedly, Sharp spoke ot o meeting sponsored by the
Comnittee to Defeat the Broyles Bille at s Untversity of Chicago
campus rally on March 4, 1949, The Broyles Bills of the Illinois
State Legislature were designed to curtail the ectivities of the
Comnunist Party in Illinois. At the rally, Sharp cllegedly
declared that the Broyles Bills were uaconstitutional. 4de i3
) quoted as 8saying, "The Bills are aimed at outlowing the Communisi
gt Party...(They) suppreas our freedom to think as embodied in the
' Jirst and second articles of the Coastitution...J would welcome
@ Broyles investigating ocornittee at the Untversity of Chicago."”
(100-350421-6) :

Citizens Commitice to JFree Farl Browder

Sharp's mome was carried in the "Daily Worker"
February 17, 1942, a3 an endorser of the Free Browder Caapaign
in the Hyde Purk section of Chicago. Jt has previcusly been
noted that Sharp was quoted ¥n the "Datly Forker™ of March 30,
1942, cs expressing hope that President Roosevelt would pardon
Brooder. UIn Aprtl, 1942, it was reported that Sharp had appeared
88 ¢ guest speaker at 6 Free Browder Raolly held in Chicago on
4pril 17, 1942, 4 pomphlet pudblished by the Citizens Committee
to Free Earl Browder, ta Kew York City, whick was circulated in -
April, 1942, showed Sharp's ncme a8 one of "1,500 proainent
Americans” mho sppealed to President Roosevelt on behalf of
Browder.

In his testimony before the Seditious Activities
Investigation Commission of Illinois on May 19, 1949, Sharp
stated, "I signed @ petition urging that Earl Browder be freecd.”
(100-350421-6) (Citizens Committee to Free Earl Browder cited
by Attorney Genercl.)

T a2 P PP



Hbmqrand&ﬁ to Mr. Nichols ‘ June 15, 1553
Re; Malcolnm Pitman Sharp {

lgtiongl Council of émergcan-§ovier Frdendship

: =
. (100- uncil of American~
Soviet Friendship cited by Atiorney General,) )

. ‘,,‘._-’i'--;c.; e M.Lm s
_ 13y,
The Yidwcst Co mittee fo¥ Protection of Foreign Born

The "Daily Worker"” of April 9, 1550, listec Shero's
nane cs sponeor of @ t¢estimonicl cinner which wce under tie
spongorship of the Midweat Committee for Protection of Foreign
Born, (100-880421-6) (Midwest Comnittee for Protection of
Foreign Born is Midvesi organization of American Commitiee for
Protecfipu of Yoreign Born, which hos been ctted by Atioraey
General. '

Amertican League Agatnct Far and Fgscism

In testimony before the Seditious Activities Investiga-
¢ion Conmission of Illinois on Koy 19, 1945, Sharp was gquestioned
concerning hie typed signoture which appecred at the bottom of ¢
Jetter tssued by the American League Ageinst ¥ar and Faaciam in
1887, which letier tssued a coll for a Pesple®s Congress Jor
Democracy ond Pecce in Pitteburgh, Pennsyluvania, on November 26
and 7 19373 Fhile under ooth, Sharp sestified that it was
pery Yikely¥ that he signec #his letter. He said that his
signature on the letter vaa not ¢ solfcttation of support for

e the American League Agatnst War and Foscism, but o solictitation
rnen - - of the People's Canzress. (100-280421-6) (American League
T Against War aad Fasciam cited by Attorney General.) | ]
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Memorandum to ¥r. Nichols June 15, 1953
Re: MNolcolm Pitman Sharp
SRR U
Morth Ascrjcan Commtftes to Afd Spenish JDemocracy

v

It was confidentially reported during the latter pari
of 1941, that Molcolm P. Sharp, 8328 South Greenwood, was one
of the Chicago sponsors of the Lowyers Comrftiee of the Spanieh
4d1d Committee. Reportedly, the Spanish Aild Comniitee was a
coxmittee within the North American Committee to Ald Spanielh
Democracy. (North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy
cited by Attoraey Senercl.) (100-380421~6)

Kutcker Civil Rights Committece

i w

It should be moted ithat the Chicago Chapier of the
Civil Rights Coamittee reportedly was orgonized by the Scciglist
Forkers Forty ia Chicago to cssist James Xutcher, a Socialist
Yorkers Fority memnber from New Jersey who was [fighting to regain
hAis position with the Veterans Admintdiration iIn New Jersey
after having been Tfired” fron his position because of his
memdership tn the Socialisi Forkers Fariy. (Socialtat Forkers
Poriy cited by Attorney Genercl.) (100-330421-6)

R AT A A i e i T ST T Y
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" Memorandum to Mr. Nichole 'June 15, 1953
Re; Nolcolm Pitman Sharp _
}

-

"Q.“ﬁ;vlbr:tttﬁglub ond Marzist JForum

BN
it

' Egprdtaattngrgo;;t

. A%
o nisr

ttee_to L1ft the Fmborgo 51D

In testinony before the "Seditfous Activities Investi-
gosimy Comatssion of Illincts,”™ one Howard Rushmore testified
$hct Shorp's name wos listed on on offtctal booklet of the .
wpoordinating Comnfttee to LISt the Embdargo™ @s ¢ representative’
tastvidual of that srganisction. JIn response $o this allegation,
8harp filed an afftdoutt dated April 25, 1949, with the Illinofes.
Comrission, etating shat she "Coordinating Commitiee $o Lift the
Imbargo, along with the "Loeyers Comnmitice on Amerioan Relationes
with Spoin” vere organjzations asking the Jovernment ¢o 1ift the
embargo on the shipment of arms to the Loydlisis in Spain fighting
againat the force: of Hitler ond UHussoclinte Sharp said that
these two committees became inactive prior to ¥orld #ar II gnd
$he position token by the comunittees was the one which subsequently
was token by the U.S. Gouvernment. Sharp said thot Ae did not
question the accurocy of the teetimony of Mr. Rushmore. (Loerdinatir
Committee to Lift the Imbargo” oited by Spectal Committes on
fa-American dctivittes) (100-380421-6)

Jowyers Committee on American Relctions Fith Spain

Rovard Rushmore, fn Ats sestimony before the "seditious
Aosivities Investigating Commission ¢f Illinots™ further stated
that Sharp's name was conteined in o letier dated Nay 5, 1936,
tssued by the "Lowyers Commities on Americon Relations with Spain”
es Honorary Chairmen of that Coumittes. IR response to this
allegatton, Sharp filed an affidavit with the Illtnots Commiesion
dated April £8, 1949, stating shat he £1d not question the accuracy
of Nr. Bushmore's testimony. (TAe provisions of $his affidavit are
set osut in the immsdiately preceding section of this mamorandum.)

yers Commniittes on Americcn Relo tions with Spain® cfted DYy
Specinl Commftées on Dn-Amerfcan Activitics)(100-860421-6)

Mid~Century Conference [for Pecce




Vemorandum to Mr. Nichols o June 15, 1953
Rey Malcolm Pitman Sharp .

Mid-Century Conference for Peace 8 been cited by the House
. Committes on Un=imerfoan sctivities.) _(100-380421-@) lﬁﬁ) .

: lhttonal-COthttco;zgr gcaoqful dlternatives

' - In Ootober, 1950, the Chicage Q/ftee wcs furatshed g
pomphlet entitled, ¥Report of she Hominating Committee for the
Illineis Commtties for Pecceful Adlternstives,” fTAts pamphlet
disted Sharp cs a sponsor of thed Cemmitiee. In addition, o
Press release, tssued by she *Illtno!o Counmities for Peacefil
41ternatives” advertised a Ygorkashop for Peace Rally,” to be
Beld trn Chicago en way 30, 1951, listed Professor Mcolcolm p. '
8hary as o sponasor of the Rally. ("r1linois Commitice for Peaceful
Alternatives™ {a an o/filote of the "Notional Committee for
Pecceful Alternatives.” Mlomafttee Sor Peaceful Alternctives

30 the 4tlontic Pact,™ poseidly tdentfecl with the previous=
mentioned organisction, Acs Deen cited by the House Committee on
Un-imerican dctivities.) (100-380421-6)

Miscellaneous

The “Daily ¥orker"™ of March S, 18941, carried cn article
eaptioned, "Liast o/ Signers of Statement Defending the Communiat
Pariy.” fhis article contains a list of ®450 prominent smericans”
who cllegedly signed o statement that the President and Congress
8hould defend the rights of she Communist Porty. Sherp's nane
®oa included omong these signers. (100-8389421-86)

ea éhoctottoﬁnéifedGSJ'éyeaf&‘”é;nmittec on
Un=Anertcan Aotivities and the House Comzittes on OR=dmerican
Aotivittea.) (100-380421-?)

100-380421-6
RECOWVENDATION:

None. Jor information.

- 10~
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MR, NIGIOLS June 19, 1953
W, G. EAMES

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE
" JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBURG CASE

. o _
INTERNAL SECURITY - € gj,_,a_; /))a.re O]

%he Dirsctor has inquired as to why an air-tel from wPO
which was directed to the Bureau and to the New York Division took
from 11 a.,m. to 3156 p.m. toO reach the Commnications Sectlon
today. I telephonlocally contacted SAC Hood who advised that the
air-tel had been returned for correction and had received final
approval by 12:30 pew. today. After final goproval the mall is
taken on a WFO messenger run to a point where 1t 1s picked up by the
Bureau Courier Service and delivered to the Bureau. Mr. Hood was
unable to say which run might have picked up this particular plece *
. of sorrespondence but felt that it should have been delivered in
time to be placed on either the one o'clock or two ofclock runs to .
the Bureau. .

A check with the employees asaigned to the Courier Service
reflects that this run was taken each hour during the entire day.

A review of the Messenger Unit's log {ndicates that from 1:40 v.m.

on messengers plcked up mail in room 1¢cll, where maill is recelved
from “FO and delivered to the Communications Section each half hour.
The log also reflects that messengers took mail from the Communication
Section to the Director’s of fice sach ten minutes durlng the pertinent
period. On the basis of these schedulss, mall from «FO should never
take more than a maximum of an hour and a half to reach the Bureau
Communications Section. There is no indication that this air-tel /
could have been delayed 1in the Records Section since the runs were
handled on schedule and it was not necessary for it to go through any
asaorting process. ‘<

#OE:dph

cwi 11O o -
11' 1}.1 7‘3'{: vy 1 é:*jfzgéo /
‘ﬁ% ' ® NOT RECORPED
138! JUL QW95
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Oﬁicg Memamndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Tnlson"

TO t  ¥r. Tolson DATE: June 16, 1951%

Cleag - W
Llamin _ ..

. Harbo

From L. A, Nichols :unn
Ta

i (;‘-nv

$UBJBCT : NATICNAL COMTTTIZ TO SECURE - oo
TUSTICE IN THF ROSENVBERG CASE Vo Yolleess
INTERRAL SZCIRITY = € wieecons (1)
Jutive Rosensen ¢ b
‘ith reference tc the explanatlion reguested regarding the '
deley in hendling cirtel daylet frem the #ashington Field Office in L
the Resernbery; Case which was dated June 19, 1853, 11:G0 a,m,, stamred o)

irto the Commuriceticns Secticn ot 3:58 agnc stanpes inte the Director'sqg,

G fice at 4:53 p,m., Tune 19, the Jollowing is submitted;

IELAY TN ARRTVAL I3 T¥ COMYUNICATIONS SECTICXN

Fre gtrrel, dated l11:5 a,m,, June 18, 1552, I8 stanmpes
intc the Com:unica*ians Section at 2:56, inguiry was made 2f Mr,
Focd and he Stsizd thot Re had some reccllection that that particular
airtel ha: gone ‘ack for correcticn and he thoLght he recallec that
1t probably rent out from the Field Q@ffice at gbout 12:3¢ Defae There
rere no ynusual jacidents 1a the mesgen,er run between the Tield
SSire and the Courig@r Room which reéczires mail i the Jeaucuarters
Srem the Field Of¢ice. This mail is picied up by the Yesscryer Unit
every half heure It (3 pieked uo In the Fiel: " ftce and brought
¢ the Courier Rooxm on the hour, On the as3wmption that the u:rtel
e/t the Tielv Offlee on the 21:00 o'clock run (which actiually left
the Fiell Office at 1:1¢ pem,), it would have beer received in the
vourier seom ot approrimezely 1:30, picked us pYrbably on the 1:30
rur anu cejiverecs ta Lhe Teletupe Room much ' pricr to 2:00 pem,

en the T:Il o.m. run bf1es

in en e’fort to establisk the course o mcil from the
Field JSfice to tac Bureawu on the megular courier ren, the follcring
68 olserucd ih mail picked up Jr 7 the messenger run between the
Fielc Of7ice and the courier reemy Among *eletyres and girtels
selectei at random, one airtel datel 8;00 PeTe, June 18, sewm¥Dy ors
Iirield wiin ihe time 1:30 pem., June 19, 1553 [deferrec clcgsifi-
caticn, one mith the time S5:00 p.m., Gnother with the *ime 4:30 p.m.,
arnctier with ths tine 4:00 nem,, all with the classification "deferred"
were observed. Jt woule thus appecr that there is no rigid observance
in tuie Tlela Office o dispatching meil with preciae rejerence to the
Lime ohief apreare aen. the teletype. This condition has been brought
tc ¥r. Hool's stéemtior, He is making an imnediate ang thorcugh
injuiry inte it ana will submit an appropriate erplanation,

o wWre, Lollomen A;ﬂsp:

viliarm ‘1$!$§u3ics Slf ‘ b ‘ ) . !
11»1“ 1}1 1 I* o, '
oy A f}
ol) R r)i . 2 J ‘

o
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Memoranaum to Mr. Tolson from L, B, Nichols

Several messengers who might have handled themil frow
the Field Office to the Courier Room were contacted and none of
them had any recollection of having handled any specific piece of
mail. In this connection, messengers, of course, do not read mail
and have Svecific instructions that they should not,

THE DELAY FROM 3:;56 T0-4:53 In THE TIME STAMPS BITHELN COMMUNICATIONS
SLCTION AND Thi DIRSCTOR'S OFFICE

Miss Charlotte Walker advised that she recalls specifically.
seeing instant wire, She returned from her rest period ai 4:00 p.m.
She believes she saw thc wire at that time, She stated that she was
handling the routing ana the news ticker which was very heavy at that
perticular time in the af*ernoon, but she feels quite sure that she
did nct delay placing the original of instant airtel in the cutgoing

bor to the Director's ffice more than twenty minutes, She feels
quite sure that the moil was thrcwn into the outgoing box by 4:;20 p.nm.

The messengers on the Lirector's run betweer 3:50 end 4:5¢
pem. were Sylvia Snith, Me~ilyn Grahanm and Jfargaret Collins, These
three employees alternated the run hetween 3:50 ana 4:50 p.m», The
starting and terminating t.~es of these runs are a8 follows:

Begin : Yesasenger . Termination Time
3:60 Sylvia Smith 4:06

4:00 Marilyn Graham - 415

4:1¢C Mar;aret Collins , 4:30 T

4:20 Sylvia Smith 4:30

4:30 kar:lyn Grahanm 4:45

4:40 Xarjaret Collins S:00

4:50 Syluvia Smith S5:07

All of these empioyees had departed for the day at the
time of this inguiry and have not been asked if they have any recol-
lection of the particular piece of moil. The regular routine of the
run calls for the departure of a messenger from the Messenger Room,
7728, at the 8cheduled time (in this instance 3:50). The regular
stops are made and the norrmal tiae, according to messengers consulted,
between the teletyse room and the Director's Office 13 about "two to
three minutes. - v

On the assu.mptiorn that the msil was stamped in the Director's
Office immediately upon receipt, it most probably was picked up on the

-2 - <



Yemorandum to Mr, Tolson from L. B. Nichols

4:40 run made by Margaret Collins. There i8 an unerplained delay
of twenty minutes on this assumption,

It is possible that in view of the very heavy volume of
news tickers and the matl at this period in the afternoon that the
employee who was handling the routing and the news ticker at the
same time does not recall exactly the time at which she placed the
insgtant airtel in the outgoing boxr., The delay of one or two minutes
in the tine of putting the mail in the outgoing box could account
for as much as _ten minutes difference in arrivgl in the Director's

0ffice,. v Zo Th /o .pimede cnlowwt mm% RO,

4

This delay is 8incerely regretted and will not recur,

The ezplaration for the difference between the time typed
en an airtel and the time that mail i3 stamped into the Communications
Section 18 being submitted by SAC Hood in the Field 0ffice.

-—




True COQIX .

305:-Clemants Ave,
Somerset Ky -
Jume - 19 - 1953.

Hon, J. Edgar Hoover.
Chief, F.B.1

Washington D, C.

Dear Sir.

'Please fipd enclosed & News paper Clipping reguarding Julius _
and Ethel Rosenberg, I believe from this News Paper report

that the Lwo Lawyer Fyke Farmer and Daniel Marshall are
Communist or employed by the Commnunist to aid them, these

two Lawyers Should be investigated by the F.B,I and I think
they the two Lawyers Should be tried in a Federal Court for

treason.

If we get destroyed with & Bombs by Russia then
the Rosenberg!s and Such People as these two lawyers will

be responsable for it.

Yours truly.
/s/ W. H, Van Hook.

) : .
‘ 5-54236-V
,\f’ ' D e é‘r"‘ :.t:conrro

f . 44 JyL 101953

TRITI/LS ON GRIOINAL

——“-—-——-—ﬁ
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sty i - ‘tegal point was raised
L B&iﬁg ,,Key POint by%m]:;;im ?:rl!?o “were not

~ On Rosenbergs

&vén retained by the Rosenbergs

~and who were called “intruders

o tge Stonels,t - o -4l fnberlopers™ by Judge Kauf.
S ¢ o entinied tfom Fliw Page | jman. B D Firmer X
F o [ SO Sl e -, 2 oIS o e e - - _w,.m’- ke - : )
5"“ the hn::r w“::‘ti:“‘:., ,v b y’__Nuhvﬂle:h and Daniel G. Mar-

_ Bhould th: ‘eotirt . gverrule
.. Douglas before the hour set for
the Rosenbergs' execution, a
. ises whether the exe-

that

reasonin g:was"'ﬂlat-‘ifh
is vacated by the
would be as ff no
been issued. Even

deadline, these authorities

e couple could be

t‘ 14} any time up to mid-
2Y. -

[his is because United States
District Judge Irving R. Kaufman
New York set the executions
“for the week of June 15,” leav-
ing the exact time to Sing Sing's

g’

o8

came after the exe- -

shall, Los Angeles; spent nearly
an bour arguing

- Douglas’® ruling said: .
_ “Coriously, this point cof
whether the espionage “or the
Atomic Energy Act applies) has
peter been raised or presented
to this court In any of the ear-
Ler petitions or applications,

*The first reaction is ‘that if it
was ot raised previously, it
must. have po substance to it
But on reflection 1 think it pre-
seris-u conglderable question.

Provision To Aid Scientists

“Oue purpose of the Atomic
Fpergy Act was to ameliorate
the penalties imposed for dis-

before Douglas

of 2 atomie sevrets, As S. Re
osing rets. A8 S.ep.

wodan. P. 23, siated, fhe problem i
: . ly obhlem
__llr!unNewmnegv_ers drafting See., 10 w“prh protect
But if the Rosenbergs were still the ‘common defense and ge-

alive at midnight Sa eurity’ and yet assure *sufficient

, then
was considered Wh:dge
an would have to- resen-
teBCC'ﬂIem. . < -‘_-,": L. P
"# Douglas should be sustained
the court, the

"

Brownell asked that the court
be recalled fo review *
order or to reconsider and re-
affirm its 5-t04 vote of Monday.
Vinson agreed to follow this pro-
cedure, giving attorneys for hoth
gides an opportunity {o argue in
open court, ¢ i B

H_embers'_oi ﬂl\edHBuse cheered

las to
rmine whether impeachment

i were warranted,
Promises Quick Action

freedom of interchange between
scientists to assure the nation of
confinued scientific progress.”

“the Rosenbergs vhviously
were not engaged in an exchange
of scientific information In the

" imterests of science. But Con.

gress lowered the level of penal
ties _to protect all those who
might be charged with the un-
lawfu! disclosure of atomic data,

All Entitled To Protection -

“And H the Rosenbergs are
the beneficiaries, it is merely
the result of the application of
the new law with an even hand.

tlﬂ.m event, Congress provided

Precise eonditions under

which the death penslty could be

Iriposed. And all violators—Com-
munists as _well as non-Commuy.
e_ntitledtto_ that pro-

e ,

Sing. at Ossunug. NY,
Rosenbergs heard the first

o |
In Si
l:hesm‘

news of their reprieve over the
L A - o -

R P R

Anuelnf Press l;l;"vhm
CE W. 0. DOUGLAS
Grants stay of execation
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. offleial eondoet™ of
determine

- Douglas’ stay will remain

cessed untll QOclober, Ny

‘ the
R _-ﬁnn fmpeachment Puq_,___ﬁ which the death penalty could be

- Browpell asked that the ‘court
be recalled to review Douglas
order or to recomsider and re-
a;tﬂtm its 5-to-4 vote of Monday.
- Vinson agreed to follow this pro-
eadure. giving attorneys for both
gideg an oppo:tunity to lrgue in

"_.opencourt.

Members of the House cheered
and applauded when Representa-
tive Wheeler, a Georgia farmer
and former schoolteacher, an-
nounced he was bringing hn-
peachment proceedings.

In addition to his impeachment
resolution, Wheeler introduced a
second resolution that would
authorize the House Judiciary
Committee to investigate’ "tht:
a8

‘whefher impeachment
“proceedings wére wa.rranted.

m&nh:kAeﬁon

Wheeler said the second meas-
ure would give the high judge
“his day in court if he wants it

The chairman of the Judiclary
Committee, Representative Reed
(R., @lL.), promised speedy actxon
on both resolutions.

Representative Hillings (R..
Cal.) suggested in the House that
the Rosenbergs be subpoenaed
before an appropriate House
committee and compelled to tell
what they know aBout “Soviet
espionage in the United States.”

If they testified, Hillings sald,
the information would be of great
value to the nation. If they re-
fused by pleading possible self-
incrimination, he added, “They
will convict themselves in the
court of public opinion.”

Doesnt Want Unseemly Haste

In ity latest petition the Justice
Department asked for actlon “as

,';" ‘r"-f

"’_expedlﬁously as possible™ but

was not requesting the
caurt to act “with unseemly
haste to avoid postpenement of
the scheduled execution.™
The petition, signed by
Brownell and acting Sclicitor
General Robert Stern, alse said
Mr. and Mrs. Rosenberg had al-
ready received “the fullest meas-
ure of Jusﬁce and that it would
not b¢ in t‘l:te .lnterest.s ot orderhr

iy Tl - . =,
of the justices present tomo

in_ i
a di

fect unti! lower courts hav
cided whether ﬂctmn 10

-

. A WA TV WALy el g W T TR e

eclse mazfﬁom under

A A

fmposed. all violators-Com.
munists non-Commu-
nists—are & titledd!rto that 91‘0-
n, i .
In Sinx Smg at Osa’ning, N. Y
the Rosenbergs heard the first
newy of tpelr reprieve ovex' the

!ﬁ.'.:l
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Prass wt;uhdo o
FYEE FARMER =
Pludl for Rmnbﬂgs

prison rndio whi!c they were
saying their “last good-bys” to &
relatives. It was the fourth time
since their conviction I 1951 7% &
tbat the couple escaped 3 date
with death. - N R

Prison officials reported that ;
Rosenberg, a 3%-yearold engi-
neer, took a deep breath and ’
seemed to relax. His 37-yearold 3
wifd closed lier eyes and smiled

*They seemed very happy,
Warden Wﬂtred L. Deono s‘;l:d.

The Rosenbergs have never,

ceased to claim their innocence]
and so far have turned dowm
unofficial promises that thelr
death sentences might be com-
muted if they told everything
they know abhout Red spying fn
the United Sutes.
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{ the power to ‘act Independent-
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£ “1 th Atoml'u ¢ Energy Act of
1948 is spplicable to the prose-
ion of fhe Rosenbergs, the Dis-
tict Court unlawiully imposed
“{he death sentence,” he said. i
* %1t is important that the coun-
%ry be protected against the ne-
 garions plans of spies who would |
TAestroy us,” he went on. -
¥+ eyt ig also important that be-
Jore we allow human lives to be
‘gmffed out we be Mqt
" phatically sure—that we act with-
“in the law.” . Ny

Leeves Washington ~

Immediately after bis declsion,
left Washington, pre-
sumably for Ovegon, Where he
{ usually gpends some fum-,.
e, W e

1. x e - .
. Bat iz Justides copstRyte a
qgﬁﬂm a session of the Su-
preme Court, and -Chiet Justice
i Vinson and Justices. Jackson,
& Clark, Burton, Black, and Reed
were available. .
x Justices Douglas; Black, Frank-
E: furter, and Jackson were 1n the
¥ minority when the court refused,
5 to 4, Monday to refuse 2 stay
of etecuticn or to review the |
1951 trial. N
In proposing the impeachment
Douglas, Representative
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of
. Wheeler told the House be saw
: po point in providing funds to
develop atomic energy “and then
I: have one justice of the Supreme

. Court take upon himself the au-
E thority to grant amnesty to two
proven spies who have been con-
R xwicted of having stolen the se-
Fcrets about which we are mow
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ns ' of Section 10
p ic Energy Act were satls
'd.” he wrote. “T merely decide

{ % the question is a substantial
s which should be decided after

on the Rogenbergs only it the
vislo

The Justice ent con-
ﬁs that the Esplonage Act of
, under which the couple was

tried and convicted, is applieable
‘o imtictrrent i

acty were committed in 1944 and.
1945, when the United States was
gtili at war, Douglas ruled ihat
the Government’s case “showed
acts of the Rosenbergs in plrsu-

to transmit

 heard, I can understand where | = .
R in s emergency ome Justice|S.
§#§ could grant amnesty in good con-{ ™
» Wheeler said. But, be "=
d added, when the case has been} 3
3 heard two or three times by the | >
## full court, and then one justice |-
W appédrs to be “yielding to the
‘3l vociferous minority pressure

it groupa
B in this

¥ Committee. He urged a swift

N view of the order by the full
8 comrt D Rmo el t
Callg ¥t A Mistake ' ;

4 crused of malfeasance in office in
1805, but was acquitted. -

olf ’&?’: death sentences.

tull argument and deliberation.” man,

“Douglas emphasized” that Dgoywithe

' )

... F cannot sit idly by

to do some " about
v e R
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Other legislators jbx'pressea
surprise or disappointment at the
Douglas order, Among them was
Chairman Velde (R, TiL) of the
Houss. Un-Americin Activities
Té-

Douglas, 54, i a former chal™
man_of the. Securities and Ex-
change Commission who was ap-
pointed to the Supreme Court by

President Roosevelt in 1939. He |~
received considerable support as |
a possible Democratie presiden- |

tial mominee in 1948 and got
some backing in 1952,

3 Only once In American history |
H has a Supreme Court justice beem |

tried on impeachment charges.
Justice Samuel Chase was ac

In New York, Judge Xaufman
had no comment on Douglas’ ae-

tion, It was recalled that when |

Eaufmean passed sentence he re-
marked, “It ix time for Congress
to reexamine the penal provi
gsions of the espionage statutes™

Gives ‘Inlerlopers’ Credit ‘

Emanuel H. Bloch, chiel coun-
sel for the Rosenbergs, met re-
porters here and gave full 4
to the “interloper” lawyers,
Farmer and Marshall, for raisiog
the points that resuited m the

stay.
“Farmer won it,” Marshall said.
He added that Farmer, who has
been in active law practice

! T think it was a mistake,” Rep- I =
tézentative” Hillings (R, % '
commented.”

some years, persisted in rais-

ot
A mmmmwt the point that Judge Kauf-}ET
B\ penalty could bave beep € min lacked suthority to impose -

legislativa body without } -2



