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Oﬁice Memwor ndum - UNITED STA™ES GOVERNMENT

TO . DIRECT(R, FBI (65-58236) parg; 10/1/53
waé;c, ALBUQUERQUE (65-145)'

SUBJBC'I': JULTUS WOSENBERG = SRR PR s
o ESPIMGB R - - T'U: GNTRAL RESEARCH nm :
pa/ T nile Eontai:t;ing ¥rs. L. JAKA 1807 Cagua Drive lﬁ, B

‘ in connection with another matter, FETER J. Nmo was advisod of <

the following by Mrs. KAISERMAN on 10/2/53z y

Fo 10/2/53 Mra, KAISERNAY received in the mail a journal
entitled er Losing Faith for JULIUS and BTHEL ROSENBERG" from
the Rat 1 Committee to Secure Justice in the ROSENBERG Case,

The "journal® was eddressed to L. J. EAISERMAN, 1807 N, Cagua Drive,
Albuquerque, Mew Mexico, and bore a return addrnsa Box #2, 1050 6th
Avenue, New York 18 Yow York. el

Ilrs. KAISEBMAN wag verj mcensed because she had receliod ,
the propoganda inasmuch as she has two sons in the Amed Forces. 7y
She does not know how she got on a mailing list. - - T

Enclosed herewith is the Jouwrnal for whatever use the '
Burean may have for it.
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE
IN THE ROSENBERG G
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Dear Friend:

060 S8ixth Avenue

ew York 18, N.Y
Justice.

Not even death can still the truth or hush the cry for

We are taking thils opportunity to inform you about
another book we belleve you will want to keep in your col.
lection.
tion Book.

3

It 1s "Never Losing Falth®,

the Rosenberg Dedica-

PRANY

In the psages of "Never Losing Faith" you will rezd a
"The Last Mile®

brilliant and passlonate essay by John Wexley, whose play
of Amerlcen drama.

ig teught in meny of our schoole as a model
On other pages Jacz Richards, pen-name of
B a well known correspondent for many commercial newspapers, takes
Eﬂﬁ) you through the last hours of the Rosenberg's lives, as lived
P ) through on June 19 by ten thousand men and women near New York's
O famed Union Square.
c’\\g‘
RN And you will find, too, the words of some of the eminent
b ) great of the world, who pleaded for the lives of the Rosenbergs.
' .‘--- k! . .
%;§>3 And finally, you will £ind hitherto unpublished letter
& 5;% by Ethel and Julius Rozenberg themselves.
i
We published this jJournal, not simply to memorisalize
those who died, but %o continue to make the truth known and
to work for justice for llorton Sobell
Thls Journal, therefore, 1s one more step in the many
we are taking in the interests of trutn and Justice. New evi-
dence in the Sobell case is now in our hands. New literature
1s belng readled. New legal steps are about to be taken. A
national conference, which already has the support of many of
the most prominent figures ln the clemency campalgn, will take
place in Chicago on Qctober 10.11,
_ The wheels of Jjustice willl be made to turn!
We ask you to send a contribution for the journsl -- as
much ag you can afford -- 8o that all the next steps can be
taken. You may want to give coples of this Journsl to friends
and assoclates. We will make &as many avallable to you as you
wish,
Bincerely i
\ M..‘-LL%
q%sgph Bre qin Chalrman
Enclosed please find 3
and am ordering .

contribution.
.. Journals at #1.00 each.

I will keep this journal
Name (please PRINT)

Address
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The “Rosenberg People”

OU may remember that when the world-wide Rosenberg-Sobell movement began in the Fall of
1951, its only assets consisted of good intentions. Its leadership was improvised, its friends few,
its problems incredibly numerous.

Many changes took place between that beginning and the execution of the Rosenbergs in the face
of the world-wide pleas for clemency. Behind these changes stood what we have come to call the
“Rosenberg people.” To us, the emergence of the “Rosenberg people” is one of the most significant
and hopeful developments in present day American history. o~

It is very hard for us to define a “Rosenberg person,” and yet we know one when we see one.
Frankly, we think such persons are the hope of humanity, and you raust believe us when we say that
we feel this very deeply and earnestly.

There is a whole category of “Rosenberg persons” that displays as its chief attribute a quiet, con-
stant kind of heroism. Among them you will find obscure journalists, scientific workers, prominent
lawyers, and others, who, when no one else would “go out on a limb,” very simply placed their
careers in jeopardy by coming forth publicly as organizers and speakers. It is important to know
that many such people would not do this for any other cause; indeed, for many of these people it
was their first venture into public life in their communities.

A very large number of "Rosenberg persons” were housewives and working women to whom the
Case became part of their every day lives. They would no more omit a daily visit t0 a clergyman or
some other work on the Case than they would omit feeding their children or punching a time-clock.

These "Rosenberg persons” grew in number and stature every day. They led the Afty major-city
committees around the country and they inspired the hundreds of community commitcees throughout
the land.

They differed in many ways, but they had this in common: they were utcerly dedicated and devoted,
they rose to the most trying occasions with a breathtaking determination and effectiveness, and they
had the capacity to submerge and overcome the faults and frailities with which they came into the
case. Every one of them emerged a new person, changed in a thousand indescribable ways. Al} of
them became extremely conscious of their obligations as patriots, through all of them flowed a new
awareness of their responsibility as citizens and human beings.

At first we met one here or there, and then we began meeting them by the scores, later by the
bundreds, and finally we came to recognize thousands of them.

With the “Rosenbetg people,” our country came to life. The voice of the people was read and
heard on the sceeets. The face of the people was seen at the White House.

Sing Sing's death house, which was meant, perhaps, to become the tomb of the American spirit,
became instead a point of inspiracion.

‘Therein lies the story of the Rosenberg campaign. The dignity and courage of Ethel and Julius
Rosenberg created the “Rosenberg people,” and inspired a new understanding of the meaning of pa-
triotism. The “Rosenberg people,” in turn, moved literally millions of Americans to act on behalf of
justice,

Nothing is so important for the future of our country as that these millions shall continue to be
moved. The Rosenberg-Sobell Case is not closed. Justice will be won for Morton Sobell.

The “Rosenberg people” in their quier, determined way will see to that.

Published &y JOSEPH BRAININ
National Commitiee 1o Secuve Justice EMILY ALMAN
In the Rosenberg Case ! DAVID ALMAN

F0s56 Sixth Avenwe,
New York 18 N. Y.
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Honeymoon: Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in the country .
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High School Graduation
Day: She was Ethel
Greenglass then. '

On this page are enluige-
ments of snapshots of Et el
and [ulius Rosenber§ from
an album graciously lent by
Mrs. Sophie Rosenberg,
mother o f Juldius. Imperfec-
tions are due to cracks in

.llus Rsenber ﬂanked%yosisfers | . the original photographs.




The New Jersey Clemency Committee

Dr. Bernard M, Loomer

“President Eisenhower's experience has been lavgely military. Consequently, be

war concerned with the deterrent effect of the policy of execution. In my own

mind, be was not really informed of the legal aspects of the case, and he was not

fully aware that the Supreme Court bad never looked at the recosd of this case
to test the weight and validity of the evidence and the fairness of the irial.”’

—From a message by Dr. Loomer, Dean of the Divinity

School of the University of Chicago, to the San

Francisco Rosenberg Conference.

In gratitude to Dr. Loomer for his untiring efforts on behalf of clemency for
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, we dedicate this page to the Rosenbergs. In Dr.
Loomer is emboedied the true spirit of Christian mercy and justice. His last-minute
efforts to save the Rosenbergs, when he called on President Eisenhower as a
representative of 2,300 Protestant ministers, were in the true tradition and ethic
of his calling. The rallies at which he spoke gained inspiration from his high
ideals, and gave courage to others in the clergy to undertake the fight for clem-
ency as a divine and patriotic task. His modesty, selflessness and true dedication,
his sincerity and eloquence were a high mark in the campaign and a challenge
to us to continue our work unabated until the task we have set before us has been

done,




Rabbi Cronbach, Robby and Michael Rosenberg and
Mrs. Sophie Rosenberg in front of White House

In appreciation to Rabbi Abraham Cronbach, professor
emeritus of Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati,
whose deep religious convictions of mercy and charity
fo] him wholcheartedly into the fight for Ethel and
Julius Rosenberg. A rock of strength to Mrs. Sophie
Roscaberg, mother of Julius, in her trying hours, a com-
fort to the Rosenbergs’ children, Rabbi Cronbach spent

long hours on the White House Vigil and was among

the three cleigymen to see President Eisenhower in a
fast-minute plea for clemency. His moving eulogy at
the Rosenbergs’ funeral rites was-a statement of faith
and hope and a prayer for the future of our country
he has served so long and wcll.-lt is in this spirit that
we humbly thank him and dedicate this page in his
name to the continuing fight for truth and justiE;: in

the Rosenberg and Sobell case.

East Meadow & Westbury Rosenberg Committee
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"Human Digni’ry is Not fo®Sale”

“Yesterday, we were offered a deal by the Attorney bear false witness and to yield up to tyranny our

General of the United States. We were told that if rights as free Americans.

we cooperated with the government, our Yives would . . L.

be spared. . Our respect for truth, conscience and human dignity
is not for sale. Justice is not some bauble to be sald

“By asking us to repudiate the truth of our inno- to the hn%hgst bidder. Iflwc ::!rehexccuted, u rll)lel be

cence, the government admits its own doubts con- murder’ o mnoce?thpeo < a(‘]"s the shame will be on

cerning our guilt. We will not help purify the foul the government of the United States.

record of a fraudulent conviction and a barbaric sen-

“History will record, whether we live o not, that we
were the victims of the most monstrous frame-up in
the history of our country.”

tence.

“We solemnly declare, now and forevermote, that
we will not be coerced, even under pain of death, to —Jalins and Ethel Rosenberg, [ane 3, 1933

West Coast Rosenberg Committees

Los Angeles San Francisco Seattle

The fight to save the Rosenbergs knew no borders.

We in Canada were proud to join in the campaign to save their lives. The all night vigils we held and

the visits to the American Embassy with appeals for clcme’n'cy represented the wishes of all justice-loving
Canadians.

‘The people of Canada have a tradition of friendship with the people of the United States. It was in the

interest of this friendship—as well as in the intesest of justice and humanity—that we fought against the
inhumane execution.

<+

 Rosenberg Committee of Canada
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“The case against th®Rosenbergs outrages logic and justice. It nds on the
testimony of Greenglass and his wife . . . Greenglass is supposed to have revealed
to the Russians the ‘secret’ of the atomic bomb, Though the information supposed
to have been transmitted could have been important, a man of Greenglass’ capacity
is wholly incapable of transmitting the physics, chemistry and mathematics of the
atomic bomb to anyone. He and his wife were the only ones who pretended to
connect the Rosenbergs with atomic espionage. New evidence makes even more
plain what was plain enough before, that the prosecution’s case has no logic in it,
and that it depends upon the blowing up of patently perjured testimony . . .”

—Dr. Harold C. Urey, June 12, 1933, in a telegram 1o
President Eisenbower asking for an interview on the
Rosenberg Case, which was ignored by the W hite Honse.

Dr. Urey, Nobel Prize winner, physical chemist and oné of the top atomic scien-
tists in the United States, played an active role in the efforts to obtain clemency
for the Rosenbergs. Puncturing myth after myth surrounding the “secret” of the
atomic bomb, he did not hesitate to call America’s attention to doubts surrounding
Greenglass ability to steal or pass on the “secret.” His now-famous letter to the
Editor of the New Yoré Times did much to rally the world to fight for clemency,
and his activities continued to the last moment as he tried in vain to see Attorney
General Brownell and President Eisenhower, His courage was an inspiration, his
tenacity a challenge and his real patriotism an example to all who played their part
in the cause of justice and mercy. It is in this spirit that we dedicate this page to
catrying on the fight for truth in the Rosenberg and Sobell cases.

North Westchester Rosenberg Committee
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The Rosenbergs
Ethel and Michael, Robert and Julius

By W. E. B. DuBois

It was the end of « long, dark day;

4 day of sorrowing and suffering. 1

was very, very weary. As the night fell and the silence of death rose about
me, I sat down and lay my face in my bands and closed my eyes. [ beard

my own voice speaking:

Crucify us, Vengeance of God

As we crucify two more Jews,

Hammer home the nails,

Thick through our skulls,

Crush down the thorns,

. Rain red the bloody sweat

* Thick and heavy, warm and wet.

We are the murderers hurling mud

We the witchhunters, drinking blood

"To us shriek five thousand blacks

Lynched without trial

And hundred thousands mobbed

The millions dead in useless war. But
this, this awful deed we do today

This senseless, blasphemy of birth

Fills full the cup!

Hail Hell and glory to Damnation!

O blood-stained nation,

Stretch forth your hand! Grasp it,
Judge

Wiap it in your blood-red gown;

And Lawyer in your sheet of shame;

Proud pardoners of petty thieves

Cautious rabbis of just Jehovah,

And silent priests of the piteous
Christ;

Craw}, wedded liars, hide from sight,

In the dirt of al) the night,

And hold high vigil at the dawn!

For yonder, two pale and tight-lipped
children

Stagger across the world, bearing their
dead.

There lifts a light upon the Sea

With grim color, crooked form and
broken lines; .

\With thunderous throb and roll of
drums

Alleluia, Amen!

Now out beyond the plain

Streams the thick sunshine, sheet on

sheet

Of billowing light!

Above the world loom vast sombre
hills

Limned in lurid lightings;

While from beneath the hideous sick-

ened earth,

The sea rains up flood on flood

To cleanse the heavens.

Twixt Sun and Sea,

Rises the Great Black Throne.

Sternly the pale children march on

Bearing high on their hands

Father and Mother.

The drums rolf until the Land quivers
with pain

And slowly yawns:

‘The childen prone bow down

They bow and knee! and lie;

They lay within the earth’s deep breast

The beautiful young mother and her
mate.

Straight up from endless depths

Rise then the Bearers of the Pall

Sacco and Vanzetti, oid John Brown

And Willie McGee. '

They raise the crucified aloft.

The purple curtains of Death unwind.

Hell howls, Earth screams

And Heaven weeps.

High from above its tears

Drops down a staircase from the Sun

Around it with upstretched hands,

Surge of triumph and dirge of shame,

Gather the mighty Dead:

Buddha, Mahmoud and Isaiah

Jesus, Lincoln and Toussaint

In the name of Dr. DuBois, world renowned Negro scholar, historian,
Liberia, we dedicate ourselves to fight for justice in the Rosenberg-Sobell case.

The Queens Rosenberg Committee

Savonarola and Joan of Arc;
And all the other millions,

In throng on throng unending,
Weeping, Singing,

With music rising heaven-high,

And bugtes crying to the sky

With trampets, harps and dulcimers;

With inward upward swelt of utter
song.

Then through their ranks,

Resplendent robes of silken velvet,

Broidered with flame, float down;

About the curling gown

Drop great purple clouds, busgeon and
enthrall,

Swirl out and grandly close, until
“alone,

Twa golden feet appear,

As of a king descending to his throne.

In the great silence and embracing
gloom,

We the murderers

Groan and moan:

“"Hope of the Helpless

Hear us pray!

America the Beautiful,

This day! This day!

Who was enthroned in sunlit air?

Who has been crowred on yonder
stair?

Red Resurrection,

Or Black Despair?”

educator and former Minister to

. -..,‘,.‘_‘:.:;._:—;.\ﬂﬁﬁpnwgw.-n N e s o e _y;;mm



Mary
Church

Terrell

" .. As one who bas lived richly in America, who loves America and-
respects America, I plead with you, Mr. President, to stay the executioner
and let the Rosenbergs live.” :

—From a letter to the White House
by Mirs, Terrell.

Mrs. Mary Church Terrell, outstanding Negro educator and leader, allowed
neither her age nor the difficulties of the task to stay her from her duty to the
America she has served so long and so well. Her appearances at meetings, her mes-
sages to officials in behalf of the Rosenbergs were inspirations to all. Her dedica-
tion in justice is our challenge, and we accept it—to carry on the fight in the

Rosenberg-Sobell Case. .

The Hempstead Rosenberg Committee



We, of the Five Towns and Far Rockaway, have fought a long, hard fight for Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg and Morton Sobell. Though saddened by the tragedy of the night of June 19th and
heartsick at the thought of the prisoner in Alcatraz, we feel that the fight has been a good one
—¥yes, even a successful one, for we have helped to turn light on the facts, which might have re-
mained in bitter darkness had not plain people like us enlisted in the struggle for justice.

We pledge ourselves to keep up the battle to clear the names of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and
to open the prison doors that hold Morton Sobell. Humbly we salute the courage of all three. May
the memory of the two, who are gone, inspire generations to come. May the fortitude of him, who

remains, be rewarded with his freedom and vindication.

To the Rosenberg children and to the Sobell family, we make one promise. We will not forget.

Five Towns—Far Rockaway Committee




"To Walk

Free from
Hysteria..."

We pledge a continuing fight to vin-
dicate Ethel and Julius Rosenberg
and free Morton Sobell by making
known the facts surrounding their
trial—so that the Rosenberg children
and all other Americans can walk
free from the danger of conviction

by hysteria and perjuzry.

Rosenberg-Sobell Committee
Of Washington, D. C.

"There can be
No Letdown
Now..."

15,000 Americans at the White House Vigil
. .. Train after train of people going to Wash-
ington to protest—to demand clemency . . . Vol-
unteers blanketing the nation, coast to coast,
with leaflets . . . Thousands gathering at Ossin-
ing at the gates of Sing Sing . . . People in
action! . . . People on the march! . ..

That was the campaign to seek mercy for the
Rosenbergs. There can be no letdown now!
It's back on the job . . . More leaflets . . . Mose
rallies . . . More—and more—and more! To
clear the Rosenbergs and a new trial for Mor-
ton Sobell.

Rosenberg Committee

Of Philadelphia
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It started the night after Christmas. At first there were only a few on line.
Throughout the bitter cold they walked, holding aloft their “clemency signs.”
The press throughout the world reported: 24-HOUR ROSENBERG VIGIL
HELD AT WHITE HOUSE. The eyes of America and the world suddenly
focused on this small but determined group of men and women walking with
dignity before the White House to give their message to the President,
Soon the line began to swell. From California a mother of two children trav-
eled to Washington to take her place on the line. "I have never left my
children before,” she said, “but I believe I will be a better mother because
of this.”

From Michigan. Wisconsin. Chicago. Boston. From cities throughout the
United States. Two women came from the Committee of Canadian Mothers.
Some came intending to stay only a few days. They remained a week. The
people were supposed to walk in two-hour shifts. Many walked for six and
eight hours at a time. '

It rained. Umbrellas were opened. But the umbrellas were not used to keep
the people dry. They were held over the clemency signs so that not a single
letter of the message of justice and mercy should be blurred.

For 22 days and nights the vigil continued. On January 5 the line swelled to
3,000 persons—imen, women, and children determined to be heard. Later, in
those crucial days of that final week in June, the line that had started with
a few became 15,000. As a police department ofhicial said, "There has never

been anything like this in Washington before.” .
A

Merrick & Valley Stream Rosenberg Committees




"We will Cogtinue to Spealy Up
For the Truth. .for Humanity..

“There is grave and well-founded doubt as to
their (the Rosenbergs’) guilt. I want you to
carry that conviction to your fellow men; I
want you to talk about it; 1 want you to join
us in stirring up as many of our fellow Amer-
icans @s you can to an understanding of the
facts and of the record. . .. We are in the midst
of the greatest witch hunt of all time. . .. Our
enemies, both internal and external, have given
us some legitimate causes for fear. . . . But we
will not be intimidated by public clamor. We
will continue to speak up for the truth. . . .

We shall spread the gospel truth about the
Rosenberg case. . . . Our hearts and minds can-
not tolerate injustice. . . . We have to continue
to speak out for justice even after the formalities
of the law have been observed. . . ."

—Stephen Love, professor of law and former
chairman of the lllinois Bar Assocation’s
Commtittee on Character and Fitness, tm an
addsess at Randall's Island, April 26, 1953.

Professor Love, who found “more than one hundred” instances of “judicial
error” in the Rosenberg Case, shed needed light on the taw and courts for all
who would listen and set an example for lawyers to follow. For the deep
understanding he gave us of the case, and for thousands and thousands of
persons he moved to activity for the Rosenbergs we dedicate this page in his
name to continue the fight for justice “even after the formalities of the law
have been observed.”

-

The Roslyn & Great Neck Rosenberg Committees



Beloved figure of Jewish Orthodoxy, Rabbi Meyer Sharff of Brookiyn extended

his congregation from the narrow confines of his borough to all of America
in behalf of the Rosenbergs. At a time of life when most persons contemplate
ease in retierment, Rabbi Sharff took planes, trains, buses to speak tirelessly of
justice and clemency in cities, towns and hamlets across America, in latge halls
and small, at open air rallies, in homes, at disiners. Each time, on his return
from an exhausting task for the young couple whom he had taken to his
heart, he asked: “Do you have anything more for me to do?” Finding inspira-
tion for his deeds in the laws and lore of his ancient people, he performed
his duty as be saw it, confident that it was acceptable in the eyes of the Lord
whom he blessed for giving him the strength to carry on. And thus, thankful
for the man who stood and worked with us, we pledge to continue the fight
for the Rusenbergs and Morton Sobell,

Manhattan Clemency Committee




The Depth &f Their Falth.
The Power of Truth...

By John Wexley 3%

increasing steadily until that hour of execution,
when it reached its peak. Perhaps it was that so
many new precedents had been established by this
world-shaking case. Not the least of these was the "un-
seemly haste”” of the Supreme Court in vacating the stay
granted only two days before by Mr. Justice Douglas.

Indeed, the rush in official circles to execute the con-
demned couple was of such magnitude that it swept up
even the President, for his denial of clemency came less
than thirty minutes after the Court’s fateful announce-
ment,.

So excessive was the haste that the electrocution was
moved up from the traditional hour of eleven at night
to just before sundown. Reportedly done to avoid dese-
cration of the Jewish Sabbath commencing that Friday
aight, the change was all the more shocking to most
religious people, both Jew aad Christian. For it had
been expected that the execution would be delayed until
after the Sabbath rather than it be inaugurated with the
shedding of human blood. Many were reminded of the
High Priest Caiaphus and his frantic haste with the

THERE was mounting tension all that day. It kept

The complete Prologue from John Wexley's

forthcoming *'The Rosenberg Case” is repro-
duced on this and following poges with the per-
mission of the author and the publisher of his
book, Cameron and Kahn. Mr. Wexley, the noted
playwright, is the author of “'The Last Mile' and
“They Shall Not Die,”" plays which set milestones
in the theater. Advance orders are being faken for

“The Rosenberg Case."’ See coupon elsewhere in
this boak.

“Stoic and tight-lipped to the end, [ulins and Ethel
Rosenberg . . . went t0 their deaths with a composure
that astonished the witnesses.”

.. New York Times, June 20, 1953

Roman soldiery to end the last agonies of the crucified
before sunset in order to preserve the sanctity of that
other Sabbath night.

Throughout the day, commentators interrupted
broadcasts to report on the hour-by-hour bulletins from
the death house. The constantly repeated question was
whether or not the condemned would finally confess to
their activities as A-spies and thereby save their lives,
or would they go to their deaths with sealed lips, still
insisting on their innocence, It was exceedingly strange
that none ever considered the possibility that if the
couple were indeed innocent, they could scarcely be
informed about the secrets of an espionage ring.

There was considerable tension in official quarters
that day. In Washington, the Attorney General re-
mained in his office until the very end, for he had
arranged an open telephone line direct to Sing Sing in
the event of a last-minute confession. Tn New York, in
his chambers, the Judge who imposed the death sen-
tences originally waited for word of final submission..
More than once since the trial two years ago, he had
indicated his certainty that only the Damoclean threat
of the electric chair would force the convicted pair to
recant and name their co-conspirators. How many exe-
cution dates he had set for them and how many times
last-minute reprieves had almost cheated him. This time,
however, ane of them must break—if aot the man, then
the woman. She could easily pass the blame to hér exe-
cuted husband—as easily as her brother had passed it
to them.

Two long years he had waited for this final proof
that he had been right all along—that they had their
full day in court, had a fair tnal, received a just sen-
tence, Yet their endurance had been the greatest pos-



t“}f not the man...

sible strain on him. It had been a terrible war of netves
but he had held firm despite all the unfair villification,
despite ail the appeals from the dupes and the do-
gooders. Now the world would see—it was only a ques-
tion of the breaking-point—it could be any minute now.
There was very great tension throughout the world
that day, but for other reasons than those of the com-
mentators. Catholics from many countries had implored
the Pope to intervene and he had tried three times to
no avail. They could not comprehend how a civilized
nation, professing belief in Christian ideals, could pet-
_mit such torture and felt with His Holiness that to do
this to a young mother of two small children was noth-
ing less than abhorrent. From London, Paris, Rome,
Vienna, Dublin and Melbourne came reports of mount-
ing anger, shock and dismay expressed by millions of
all religions, all political shades of opinion.
1n the Place de la Concorde, tens of thousands gath-
cred at midnight, but the nearby U. S. Embassy had
guarded itself with a cordon of steel-helmeted potlus
armeed with machine guns and tear gas to keep the cries
of protest at a safe distance. ln London, as the minute
hand of Big Ben neared the hour of one o'clock in the
morning, and the great crowd of people wha could not
sleep that night grew silent before the entrance to
Downing Street—suddenly s man sang out alone in the
stillness the refrain from Joe Hill-—"1 never died, said
he.. .” _
ft was an unique thing—that no two childten in the
entice world had become so famous, so pitied as the
littke Rosenberg boys. In Chicago, Los Angeles, San
Francisco—in Milan, Buenos Aires and even in places
as far off as New Zealand and Iceland, thousands gath-
ered in prayer vigils to pray for them that night and

g

for the lives of their father and mother. In the United
States, millions had written hopefully to the President
for mercy, for clemency, and now that it had been re-
fused, were numbed with the shock of disillusionment.

It had been the first time in many years that the
conscience of America had been awakened. For the
Rosenbergs had become a symbol; the sparing of their
lives had come to express long-stilled hopes and yearn-
ings for moderation, for a lessening of world tension,
rather than a continuation of the suicidal arms race, for
civilized negotiation of differences rather than atomic
diplomacy, for peace rather than war, and now the
death-knell was tolling not only for the Rosenbergs, but
for the symbol they had come to represent.

Within Sing Sing Ptison itself there was also tension.
Outside its walls, barricading atl approaches, was a veri-
table army of State troopers, Ossining police and a large
contingent of prison guards as well as unknown num-
bers of Federal undercover men. They were under stern
command to prevent any public demonstration such as
had taken place twenty-six years before in Boston, the
night Sacco and Venzetti had been executed. .

Inside their cell blocks were the thousands of convicts
waiting for the "grapevine” reports, ail of them acutely
aware of the “dance party” to take place shortly—the
first daylight execution in the history of the prison. For
more than two years they had been conscious of the two
C. C.'s—Condemned Convicts 110,510 and 110,649—
sweating it out in the death-row across the yard. Many
felt a strong sympathy for them-—not merely as fellow-
inmates,. but as victims of stool-pigeon evidence. Few
concerned themselves with the legal question of guilt
or innocence. Most were troubled rather by the moral
question: how could a society eulogize an informer as a
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“It was an uni.e thing—that no two child. in the
entire world had become so famous, so pitied as the -
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Pope Pius XH

Dr. Albert Einstein

patriot? How could such testimony be trusted at all?
Most revolting, how could a brother send his own and
only sister to the hot-seat to burn, while he got off with
a five-year rap after parole?

Maay had followed the case over the prison radio.
They had heard of the Vatican's appeal for clemency
and from others such as Dr. Albert Einstein, and yester-
day they had heard about the appeal from the President
of France. They had never known of such international
great interveaing in hehalf of an American prisoner.
Under such extraordinary circumstances, they felt cer-
tain a reprieve must come—had to come. Their tension
was simply the waitiag for it.

In the visitors” room were packed thirty-eight report-
ers. Three others, representing the major wire-services,
had been selected to witness the executions and then
brief the rest on the macabre details. Thus, for these
thirty-cight, there was an additional stress of waiting
to report somcthing second-hand. They had little to do
but chaiter speculatively about which one of the pair
might weaken first. Almost all fell into writing cliches
about the inexorable sun setting over the Hudson and

President Vincent Avriol

the ominous prison 