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Memorandum

SAC, LOS ANGELES (44A-LA-119954) " Date

To 3/26/91

From : SA

b6

b7cC
Subject:

LAURENCE M. POWELL,'ET AL, OFFICERS, LOS ANGELES,

CALIFORNIA POLICE DEPARTMENT; RODNEY GLENN KING,
AKA-VICTIM;?

CIVIL RIGHTS T

Due to the volume of paper being processed in this
following sub files should be opened.

302’s - A

Investigation by outside agencies - B
Medical records = C

News clippings - D

Public correspondence - E

TED J. BRISENO =~ Fl

STACEY C., KOON =~ F2

LAURENCE M. POWELL -~ F3

TIMOTHY EDWARD WIND -~ F4

Police interviews FD-302’s - G

case, the

This memo is to remain attached to the top file cover
in each respective file.

44A-LA-119954

sup A — FD302'S

. oS
B - Tnvestigation by outside .Agencl

. b6
- c - Medical Recoxrds
(2)

b7cC
- News Clipplngs
% - Public Correspondence
F1- Ted J. Briseno
n
F2- Stacey c. Koo
F3- Laurence M.dPowell
- Timothy Win ‘ '
24— Police Intervelws FD302's
H - Financial Matters
- Subpoenas -
g Gragd Jury Transcripts
X Garrity FD302fs
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Memorandum
To SAC, Los Angeles (44A-LA-119954) Date  3/20/91

b6
From SA b7C
Subject :  LAURENCE M. POWELL, ET AL, OFFICERS, LOS ANGELES,

case, the

2

CALIFORNIA POLICE DEPARTMENT; RODNEY GLENN KING,
AKA - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

Due to:.the volume of papet being processed in this
following sub files should be opened.

302's ¥

Investigation by outside agenciesgb
Medical recordsC

News clippingsﬁ@

Public concerns\
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b6
PO Box b7cC

Marina del Rey, CA 90295

Mr. Tom Bradley
Mayor of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Dear Mr. Bradley:

I am writing to express my horror, disgust, and overwhelming feeling of
dread in regard-to the incident I watched on the news involving the

Los Angeles Police Department and Rodney King. At best, the police
officers behavior resembles Ku Klux Klan activity. With so many gang
problems in Los Angeles, we cannot, should not and will not accept similar
gang—-like behavior from the police department. I am sickened by this
appauling behavior and sadened that the public now has to wonder if THEY
are safe from the police.

I would like to see all officers involved permanently lose their jobs
and SERVE JAIL TIME. They clearly broke ‘the law. If a civilian beat
an'officer that brutally, the civilian would most certainly be in jail.

THE PUBLIC WILL NOT AND CAN NOT TOLERATE AND BE SUBJECT TO POLICE GANG-LIKE

bé

Sincerel b7C

WHO WILL CLEAN UP THE RANKS OF THE DEPARTMENT.

XC: FBI . .
Governor Pete Wilson
President George Bush

District Attorney's Office -zbs,@%?gkﬂi
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7 March 1991 b6

Los Angeles, California 90016 b7C

Federal Bureau of Investigations
11000 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, California 90024

City Hall ( Tom Bradiey, Mayor )
200 N. Spring St.
lLLos Angeles, California 90012

Los Angeles Police Department ( Community Relations Dept.)
150 N. Los Angeles St.
Los Angeles, California 90012

Commission on Civil Rights
3660 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, California 90012

American Civil Liberties Union
633 Shatto P1.
Los Angeles, California 90005

The Brotherhood Crusade
200 E. Slauson Ave.
Los Angeles, California 90011

California Highway Patrol ( Southern Division )
411 N. Central Ave. Suite # 410
Glendale, California 91203

Los Angeles County Sheriff Department (Community Relations)
111 N. Hill
Los Angeles, California 90012
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I am writing this letter to express my outrage
regarding the 3 March 1991 beating of Rodney Glen King at

the hands of Los Angeles Police Department Officers and

other Civil Servant "bystanders.’

It is my understanding that the role of the Los Angeles

Police Department is to Protect and Serve the community.
This Teads me to five basic questions:

1. Who was the LAPD protecting and serving ?

2. What was the LAPD protecting and serving ?

3. When was the LAPD protecting and serving ?

4. Where were they protecting and serving ?

5. Why were they protecting and serving ?

If any of these five guestions results in a justifiable
and valid answer (keeping in mind the brutilization of a
human being) by the LAPD, please let the world know. I have
come to the realization that we (people) are violent by
nature; not because of the injustices bestowed upon us by
others. Nevertheless, I call for the immediate resignation
of Police Chief, Daryl Gates, and pray that we (people) set

the scales of justice in its’ proper place.

"If God be for us, who can be against us ?" ROMANS:8

I stand in respect for Rodney Glen King and Family.

b6
b7cC
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March 6, 1991

Agent in charge Lawrence Lawler
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
11000 Wilshire Blvd - suite 1700
Los Angeles, California - 90024

Dear Mr. Lawler:

As a man who did not become an agent due to
the lack of a Law degree or CPA degree after
the War, and regret it to this day; I am
writing to you with the sincere hope your
office will investigate and prosecute the

dispicable and cowardly police officers who

beat the black young man a few days ago.

As a veteran of the Air Forces I am appalled
at the inhuman treatment given a citizen of
these United States.

I am a whilée man...an older white man at that,
and yet I want to strip away the years and take
on the HYENA'S that beat a man while he was down
with night sticks and kicked him in the head.

What brave men these are. What sub humans are

they is a better term. el '44/'//’76777/F;-%

It is the duty of our Federal Government [¥8“Flirm—
anyone..regardless of there station in ler.;gﬁ& 19

for what they did.
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SHAME SHAME SHAME

é{TﬂE SOLDIERS OF IRAQ GET BETTER TREATMENT THAN
OUR OWN CITIZENS.

THE RAGE WITHIN ME AT THIS "INHUMAN SPECTACLE

IS SINCERE AS IT MUST BE FOR A MILLION OTHER

PEOPLE LIVING IN THE BLESSED CALIFORNIA.....
NOT MISSISSIPPI

Please do what you can as I know in my heart
you will.

Spncerelv

bé
[ ] b7C

Sherman Oaks, California - 91423
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March 11, 1991

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Dept. of Justice
11000 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90024

THE RODNEY KING INCIDENT
Dear Sir or Madame:

The King Incident is deplorable. The scene bespeaks
South Africa now, Mississippi and a Klu Klux Klan rally before
the lynching. First you beat ’‘em then you hang ‘um.

That young man could have been one of the 30% of the
African-American fighting force in the Gulf War. He could have
been my son.

There is something seriously wrong with the Los Angeles
Police Department and some changes need to be made. Gates and
his gang of hoodlums have got to go. It’s time for a new order,
a new day. "T0 PROTECT AND SERVE" is a joke. There is no
respect for the citizens and visa versa.

Too many times in the recent past have these so-called
waberrations" occurred. This vigilante/racist mentality has got
to go. The policy starts at the top and its pervasive. The
prosecution of the 3 "officers" who were doing the actual beating
is not enough. The policy is obviously condoned from the
hierarchy, it’s happened too many times. GATES MUST GO!

I’'m sure this letter will not be seen or read by the

person to whom its addressed but as a concerned citizen I must

speak my mind on this issue. sl -t A - 19T S b6
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THIS LETTER 18 IN REGARD TO THE CIVILAN VIDEQ TAPING OF THE FOLICE
BRUTHLITY AGAINST MR. RODNEY KING ON SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1991 AT 12:93 AM
IN LAKEVIEW TERRACE. I BELIEVE THAT THOSE HORRIEBLE POLTCEMEN (WHO SHOULD
NOT EVEN BE CALLED FOLICEMEN) SHOULD BE CASTRATED. JUST FIRING THEM
(WITHOUT FPENSIONY TIE TOO GOOD FOR THEM FOR THE UNTHINKABLE BEATINGS THEY
GAYE TO MR. KING. THEY TREATED HIM AS THOUGH HE WAS AN ANIMAL. WE DON'T
EVEN KICK OUR MAD DOGE IN THE STREETS! THIS MAN I8 A HUMAN EBEING AND WAS
BEATEN RBEYOND aANY REASONING. HE WAS NOT OQFFERING ANY RESISTANCE. THERE I8
NOT A THING IN THIE WORLD HE COULD HAVE DONE S0 BAD AS TO HWARRANT THIS
KIMD OF FOLICE BRUTALITY. THIS HAS MADE ME AND aALL MY FAMILY SICK TO OUR
STOMACHS . OUR BROTHER I8 A POLICEMAN AND WE ARE CLOSER TO Lal ENFORCEMENT
THAN HOST FEOFLE, AND HAVE MORE RESFECT FOR THE LAW THAN MOST, BUT THIS
I8 DIERUSTING!

FROM AlL EVIDENCE OF OUR FRISONERS RETURNING FROM WaR IN IRAGR, NOME
OF THEM SUFFERED ANYTHING SUCH A3 RODNEY KING SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF
THESE S0-CALLED COFS!! THIS SHOWED NO REGARD FOR THIS HUMAN LIFE. I
WONDER WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPFENED HAD MR. KING DIED. YOU'D BETTER THANK
GOD THAT HE DIDN'T. WE, THE WHOLE NATION, ARE ENRAGED RY THIS ATROCITY!
THESE MEN SHOULD BE SUSPENDED FROM WORK-NOT PUT IN DESK JORS. THEY SHOULD
BE CHARGED FOR ASSAULT WITH DEADLY WEAFONS AND FUT IN Jall..

WE ARE SENDING COFIES OF THIS LETTER TO CHIEF DARYL GATES,
COMMISTONER MELANIE LOMAY, MAYOR TOM BRADLEY, SENATOR JOHN SEYMORE,
CONGRESESMAN CHRISTOFHER COX, CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR FETE WILSON, ATTORNEY
BOR REMZER, THE FRY, LA COUNTY SHERIFF FOR LAKEVIEW TERRACE, AND
FRESIDENT RUSH.

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, GA 92708
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March 8, 1991

Los Angeles Police Department

150 North Los Angeles Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

RE: Rodney King: Victim of L.A. Police brutality

Sir:

My name is and I live in Ventura County. I am white
caucasian.

As long as I am alive and a citizen of America I will protest any un-

fair treatment (that I am aware of) being targeted at another human
being. ]

The video on Sunday evening showing six officers armed with guns,
sticks, and a stun gun beating an unarmed man who, had obviously
already submitted to arrest has enraged me. The man who was lying
prostrate on the ground,except for a few times when he attempted to
raise himself to his knees, had already lost his right to defend him-
self. The moment those officers pointed six guns at this man they
had all the control they needed. :

To my utter astonishment I saw at least 10-11 other officers watch-
ing this scene at close range. They did not lift a voice or raise

a hand in protest of this treatment. It was as if they were used to
this sort of thing. How else would you interpret such nonchalznce?
Those officers who were onlookers are just as guilty as if they had
done it themselves. Their indifference suggests to me that their
leader, Daryl Gates has condoned this practice in the past. They
seemed to know that they could get away with it - except for the
video. Thank God for that young man's courage to submit it.

Those officers by directing their blows to the sensitive areas e.g.
the ankle bones, shins, ribs, and face leads me to believe that their
intent was to hurt this man and to make him suffer.

This man certainly has been made to suffer both emotional and physical

damage. However, in the midst of this violent episode there is some-

thing positive. First, the very fact that over 80,000 people from all
over the country have lifted their voices in protest and more are com-

ing in. America you still have a conscious. We do care about others.
We are not densensitized to violence. We are not submitting to fear.
We are not shirking our responsibility. Second, we are going to find
out the strength or weakness of our justice system. We areé going to
find out if justice really is for all or not.

espectfuliv

Thousand Oaks °~

b6
b7C
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cc: vFBI
ACLU e
Mayor Tom Bradley - ]
L.A. Times
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Los Angeles, CA 90018
March 11, 1991

Federal Bureau of Investigation
1100 Wilshire Blvad
Westwood, CA 90024

March 11, 1991

To the Rodney King Investigation Director

I am

a student at Susan Miller Dorsey High School.

-

I am writing because I am very concerned about the Rodney
King incident which occureéd on March 3. I think »brutally
beating Roéney King wis unnessary. Even if Rodney was resisting
arrest.The police officers had no buisness beating him up

lik¥e they.did.
£ the crime.
up. rolice

aching such
1

‘“here were 11l police officers on the zeen
SOﬂ@boéy could of been genevrous and broke
officers a2lso say that he wes going 115mph

+
n a 3 vear o0lé Hyudai Excel which is not capable of

speeds. There has been other cases of

ice brutality.I would like to know have' those cases
police brut:lity been investigated?

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Pleasge respond.

Sincerly

bé
b7C
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

11000 Wilshire Boulevard #1700

In Reply, Please Refer to Los Angeles, CA 90024
File No. March 18, 1991
Mr.| | bé

| | b7C
Los Angeles, California 90018

Dear Mr. | |

This letter is in response to your letter, dated March
11, 1991, in which you express your views on the Rodney King
incident, and also ask wheéther or not we have investigated other
cases of police brutality. The answers you are requesting is,
yes. Title 18, Section 242 of the United States Code provides
that whoever, under collar of any law, willfully subjects any
inhabitant of any state to the deprivation of any rights,
privileges, or immunity secured or protected by the constitution
or laws of the United States, or to different punishments, pains
or penaltles, on account of such inhabitant being an alien, or by
reason of his color, or race, shall be fined not more than
$1,000, or - imprisoned not more than one year, or both; and 1f
death results shall be subject to imprisonment for any term of
years or for life. Therefore, any time an individual believes
that a law enforcement officer, who is an individual who is
acting under the "collar of law", has subjected him, or her, to
different "punlshments, or palns" on account of his or her race,
then that person is free to file a civil rights complaint with
the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon. This office has conducted
many civil rights investigations in the past, although very few
have received the notoriety of the Rodney King incident.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.
Sincerely,
LAWRENCE G. LAWLER

e b6
b7¢C
|

Supervisdry Special Agent
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> ' ‘ M ¢ 15,1991 b6

b7C

dynland, CA 91lOLO

VepR  [F6en/T,

“Je are outraged! The BRUTAL beating of ™r. Xins by the LAPD
is another assault on the sensibilities of the citizens of our city
which must finally be addressed by us. We must act to stem the
escalating violence amonest those entrusted —ith the protection of
us against us.

Chief fates asserts that this is an isnleted case. fne need
onlvy to visit the L.A. Countv Jail and note the number of brutalizsd
inmates. So many that a svecial housing module exists for those with
crutches or casts. Not all are the victims of ™olice Brutality
ho:;ever the numbers have increased which are. My personal experiences
with LAPD Nfficers have vercevtively deteriorated from cordial yet
professional to outright abusive and I attribute that demeanor to
the Chief and his obvious disdain for 'Civilians',

Chief Gates NMUST BE RETTRED otherwise this behavior will be
validated once again. He has routinely civen tacit annroval to this
extreme behavior by his men (and they are MIS men), thorefore his mere
presence represents further confirmation that this violence by the
TATN is accevntable,

Finally, it is frishtening to think th't only four of nossibly
twenty-one officers are being criminally oresecuted. “here is the
accountability for the other officers? TDoes this mean that help from
an nfficer is arhitrarily aveilable? Certainly race is a determination.

I'm white and still scared of those I pay taxes to urotect and Serve

-t o,
- e

me end my family. I can not imaeine the fear of ajiminority. family.-!
’ i
Please investicate Chief "a~es and bhis abuser of o fice. We wint him%

and the officers (ALL of them) ousted as they 2re hkdiseasg“festeriné

e

in a once proud volice denartment. Zfzﬁﬁ%é’ ST
i\
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Dear Sir,

In reference to the brutality inflicted upon Mr, Rodney King, it became an emotional
trauma watching the incident. The spectacle of police officers beating a helpless
individual was more than I could stand, and is evidence of the inhuman treatment that
police officers have been inflicting on African Americans for too long!

Without this direct appalling evidence, I doubt if Mr. King's wounds and condition
would have been enough to cause a stir in the community. Mr. King would have been
arrested for resisting arrest and assaulting police officers. And, it would have been
deemed ‘justifiable force. The officers would have even received accomodations for
putting another criminal out of circulation.

However, the brutal attack, police officers beating a human being without mercy or-
regard to consequences, was witnessed and made a record of for all the world to behold.
It is my firm belief that if this brutal beating had not been recorded, there would

have been insufficient evidence to charge the police officers. I believe that this
"establishment would have white washed" this incident if the video had not been taken.

I also believe that If Mr. Rodney King had resisted arrest, he would have been shot dead!

I know that if this "establishment" does not properly prosecute and punish the officers
involved in this brutal beating, that a message will have ben sent that African Americans
must be responsible for our own safety and justice. If this is the case, then we should
convert our tax dollars to means of self protection.

We are at the crossroads of determining the respon51b111ty of police protection and
accountablility, The African American male is already an endangered species and will no

longer tolerate the kind of brutality inflicted upon Mr. King.

Must the African American fight a "hot" war in these United States to secure the freedom
that we have just helped win for nations in the Gulf? Must we take matters into our own
hands? Are African Americans to be a part of this nation of United States? Or, must we
rechannel our resources and energies into forming our own states within these states?

In conclusion, sir, if I or any member of my family were brutalized as was Mr. Rodney
King, I would have to be very satisfied that they were properly prosecuted and punished.
Mr. King is a Brother... whatis fo be dane gbout the brutality inflicted upon him by 4

police officers?

I demand a satisfactory and equitable answer from the "establishment"! I demand justice
for Mr. Rodney King from the "establishment'! We are at a crossroads! What message is
the "establishment" going to give to me... to the nation... to the world??

' Sincerely,
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March 20, 1991

Mayor Tom Bradley
City Hall

200 N. Spring St.

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Honorable Mayor Bradley:

Although I live in Ontario, I work in the downtown area. I would
like to express my utter disgust with the way the few officers of
the Los Angeles Police Department acted in the arrest of Mr. Rodney
King. All decent human beings are nauseated by this abuse of
police authority. I could go on with a long harangue about how
revolting this type of activity is and that under no circumstances
should this be condoned, covered-up, or go unpunished. Instead
I'll quote my 4-year old daughter's observation of the incident:
"They are hitting him when he is si¢k. That's not fair!?!v,

All officers involved in this ugly incident should be severely
dealt with and the Los Angeles Police Department should be purged
of this disease - starting from the top!

Sincerelv,

c.c. L.A. Police Commission, Attn.: Ms
L.A. County Board of Supervisors
L.A. City Council, Attn.: Ms. | |
[Federal Bureau Of Investigation - L.A. Office
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@ 3/25/91
Dear sir:

I read in the L. A. Times that you told Chief Daryl Gates that you would
investigate and question the Foothill officers in "a very sensitive way."

Are you goling to a tea party or are you investigating police brutality?
You should not PAY ANY ATTENTION E%eChbﬁf except perhaps investigate him
too. I am inclosing a copy of all the remarks that this guy has made through-
out the lagt I3 years and now is mew saying that he opposses "some bureaucrat
who made that deelsion." This last remark should also go into the recori
along with all of his other quotes.

Just do your Job and forget about Gates. There is much police brutadityy
in Los Angeles, you will find out. You can bet on that, The Foothill Divi-
gion 1s the worst but they all do it. I do hope you will also investigate

the brutal arrest and treatment (who are now sulng) in Pacific Palgsades
ago

‘'some months where I% or 20 black ani Hispanics were butalized bypolice for

no reason at all except they were playing in a prelominantly white area .
NONE @F THE KIDS WERE GANG MEMBERS. They were beaten up and toli racial
glurg. PLEASE INVESTIGAZE THIS VICIOUS BRUTALITY 2ASE! Thank you.

I@ HISPANIC CITIZENS

-LA-1ATH-E-|7
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. QUOTES.FROM CHIEF GATES.

Since he became Los Angeles’ 49th police chief in 1978, Duryl F.
Gates has made a number of controversial statements that have
offended, in varying degrees, blacks, Jews, Latinos, women, casual
drug users and even the State Department.

= 1978: He had been in office barely one month when he remarked
to a Latino audience that some Latino officers were not promoted
within the LAPD because they were “lazy.” Gates said that he was
only trying to encourage Latino officers to work harder and attain
leadership positions.

= 1979: Gates casually commented at a news conference in England

_that if President Jimmy Carter could not rescue the 52 American
captives in Iran, Gates could by sending in his SWAT squad. A short
time later, “the State Department called and said, ‘Chief, we’'d
appreciate it if you'd mind your own business,’ ” according to Gates.
The chief said he was only trying to be witty.

m 1980: At a closed dinner meeting of deputy district attorneys,
Gates called KABC-TV anchorwoman Christine Lund “an Aryan
broad.” Gates later apologized, saying the comment was meant “in
jest” and was “in the spirit of a raucous evening.”

@ 1982: Gates angered many Jews by releasing an in-house report
that suggested that the Soviet Union was sending criminals
disguised as Jewish immigrants to Los Angeles to disrupt the 1984
Olympics. Gates went out of his way to make peace with Jewish
leaders, saying that the report was purely speculative and thathe
had never expected the media to publicize it.

In an interview, Gates said he had instructed his staff to
investigate “a hunch” he had about why so many blacks die from
police use of the carotid chokehold, which cuts off the blood supply
to the brain. *“We may be finding that in some blacks when it [the
carotid chokehold] is applied, the veins or arteries do not open up as
fast as they do on normal people.” The remark, Gates said, was no
more than a careless choice of words. ;

m 1984: The City Council approved a ballot measure that would
increase the city’s power to discipline and fire department heads,
such as Gates. Then the chief alleged that this would permit undue
political influence by council members on the police and the rest of
the city departments. Then in a statement that angered some council
members, Gates said he was going to “rummage around in my mind”
to cite examples of how council members ask the police to do “all
kinds of things that are inappropriate.”

m 1988: In an interview, Gates conceded that he is more “patient
and sensitive” in his dealings with people. But, he added, “I can still
be an arrogant bastard. I've grown harder and softer.”

m 1989: In a videotaped message to LAPD officers, Gates used the
term “pantywaists” to describe officers who opposed his Halloween
deployment plan that was intended to prevent a recurrence of the
near-riot that occurred in Hollywood the previous year.

m 1990: At a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on the first
anniversary of the Bush Administration’s war on drugs, Gates said
“casual drug users ought to be taken out and shot.” His statement
was aimed at those “who blast some pot on a casual basis and the
damned hypocrites who go out and party on the weekends and snort
cocaine.”

Cates said Mayor Tom Bradley had written a “dumb letter” calling
for an investigation of possible police improprieties in the defense of
four officers charged with vandalism during a drug raid two years
ago near 39th Street and Dalton Ave.

m 1991: In an angry statement after the shooting of rookic
policewoman Tina Kerbrat, Gates referred to Kerbrat's killer as “an
El Salvadoran drunk—a drunk who doesn’t belong here.”

In response to an outpouring of anger from Los Angeles residents
over the videotape that captures LAPD officers repeatedly striking
defenseless Rodney G. King, Gates offered an apology to King, but
further enraged people when he added that he wwould apologize “in
spite of the fact that [King's] on parole and a cenvicted robber.”

Compiied by Times editonal cesearcher Cectia Ragmussen.

PP e

O L P e Tt

——rs = En e e e

A3 e ST e e







U. s. DepﬁKKQf Justice :

ITON0 Wilshl Blvd,
los Angsles, Cy. 90024

¥
s

//

gii‘;i IS 1 R H




‘ l
i
"

ASS¢SSH T OF PRESEMT STATE OF POLICE~CO!

t
2
H
’
'

YHITY RELATIONS

During the month of September, Community Relations Sectidn membars

continued to research and gather information on the current at

of

This part of
asked about their views and apnvreciat

previous interviews in the Black

the minority community toward this Depariment,

the interviews concerned sworn personnel,

problems concern police attitude and behavior

'residents as insensitive,

causing.

b
ttitudss
They were
jon of the prob]eﬁs vthich
com%unity had established. Thzse

described by community

degrading, antagonistic, and tension-

In most instances, officers interviewasd unenimously agreed that

nroblex
use of tactics.

the extent of the problem or whether it exis

he ot

mor¥e predominant in minority communities.

Yaried opinions were offered regarding the

One opinion cited the inability of certain officers

understand their job functions; i.e., being able to

the

considering alternatives available.

ts City-wide or is

“good" guys from the "bad" guys'br criminals as opposed to

1t was felt that more

Their responses were not so unan1nous regarGInc

distinguish

a

does exist in the nature of peclice discourtesy and improper

to thoroughly

-
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flexibility is .nceded in approaching and handling certain

potentially volatile situations. In situaztions of this nature,

"there is often a lack of understanding of what the Departmant

means by "good, aggressive po}ice;work. This approach miéht

be illustrated by the officer who believes that being aggressive
means writing field interviews on 15-20 persons pear night without
any rationally foundéd probable caus2 in the hope of coming up

with "something” that will lead.to &n arrest.

-

Another possible source of the “probliem” was a reluctance on the

part of supervisors and administrators at 211 levels to confront

officers on the issue of courtesy. Elso nentioned was a rcluctance
by some sergeants, lieutenants, and in certain cases captains to
"grab the bull by the horns” in those incidentis in which poor

judgment or improper tactics by officers are suspected for fear

of "lowering morale® or lessening thz supervisors’ popularity,.

especially when those incidents iqyo]ve an qfficer with the
reputation of being an "aggressive, hard-charging officer.”
Supervisors.fear they may dampen the officer's enthusiasm or

reduce his effectiveness. In a feii cases, there are those

officers who feel discourtesy is synonomous with_aggrassiveness.
They've been told by some of their peers, "don't take any chances,-

keep the upper hand, and don't give anybody a break.”

Another aspect of the problem involves officers vwho are actdal]y

convinced that théy‘re doing an outstanding .job in spite of a
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.contiﬁhous pattern of improper conduct, tactics, etc. Exanple:

an officer makes what he feels.is a “good" grresf and is encouragez
by his pcers and hi§ sergeant who tells him that it was gooi,
aggressive po]icenwo?k. Later, h&%ever, when his tactics zre
reviewed by his team leader or captain, he is told he was wrong.

At this point he is understandably confused and possibly a 1little
suspicious that the Captéin is not being totaiﬁy cbjective with

him.

One Captain opined that certain officers have a basic lack of
self-confidence, both physically and mentally, in their ability
to handle potentially explosive situ?tions. Tﬂis possibly
contributes to the premature u§e of force without considering '
other alternatives. Also there.exists in some situaﬁigns the

feeling that to back down would be a reflection on their manhood

or. would threaten their authority.

Lengthy Assignments in Same Area: "It was pointed out that lengthy
I d .

assignments in areas considered "war zones" (greater ratio of

assaults); i.e., 77th, Southﬁest, Southeast, sometimes contribute_
to the gradual deve]oﬁment of a frustrated, cynical approach

that tends to lessen officer's efficiency. More frequent
administrative reviews of packages of officers assigned to these
areas for many years, who willingly travel 50-60 miles to WOrK

the a.m. watch and who accumulate numerous not-sustained cbmplaints
involving the use of forée or resu}ting in an altercation. Hoﬁeyer,

2 long-term assignment tc these types of areas is not necessarily

T
V)
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a conérjbuting factor to the problem. Hany oificers have worked
these areas fovr extended periods and have 2 record;freg of
complaints and have -consistently baeé rated as outétanding
officers. Other officers have been_told that you're not doing
.

good, aogressive police work until you accumulate several “beefs”

in your package.

In certain areas reéent changes hava been made -by areﬁ adﬁinistrator§

- dasigned to insure a greater adherence by officers to rules govern-~
ing their conduct in these areas. Everyona that was interviewed
agreed that the need for stronger supervision at the sergeant

level is one of the major areas of concern.

The following solutions were included among those suggested and/or

approved by the persons that were interviewed:
1. Stronger supervision at the sergeant level.

2. Greater control at the watch conmander level {return to

4" Lieutenant as the watch conmander) to be able to better

monitor the activities of field officers.

-

3. Strong commitment at all Department levels for proper treat-
ment of public beginning with Chief. This.area must be
viewed as being just as important as; i.e., rise in cfime,

influx of illegal aliens, etc.

. - rate . = o A—— s ¢ . -
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4. Monitoring of officers with large numbers of not-sustained
- !
"~ complaints, especially those with lengthy assignmeats in

certain areas and to use administrativg_transfers as solutien

-~
L 3

to probilem.

5. The use of improper taétics, altercaticns, discourtesy, ctc.,
type incidents (sustairiad) as training aids in rolli-call
training (to include penalties) as well as ; review of bad
or out of policy shootings. .(Pefhapé rap sheet should include -
more details - yet remain anonymous to facilitate better |

.training.)

In some areas, the current policy dictates that vhen a shooting
occurs, it is reviewed by an Area Commander with the concerned .
officer(s) before the Shooting Board‘réviews it, after the $hoot4
ing Board has reviewed it, Auring the officerﬁs) susnension (if.
one has been'adjudicated), 2 weeks after the suspension ends

wigh a follow-up check at the next'rating period. 1t was
suggested that a‘similar approach should be taken toward dis-

courtesy complaints.
Other suggestions included:

1. Greater scrutiny of crime and arrest reports involving

altercations (probably at team lavel).

One source felt that even though the probiem of discourtesy or
treatment of the public is highlighted and emphasized at Bureau-
level meetingé, there is a tendency for the céptgins to return

to their Areas and re-concern themselves only with prob]éms; i.e.,

~
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reducifig crime rather than Chief Gates' administrative

felonies.

i

2. A greater emphasis should be placcd om-sensitivity

L 4
training at the recruit phase as weli as in-service

'tra1n1n§ at the Acadeny.
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think a person tends to rem(‘r the isolated happening that
might be something that was inadequate and unpleasant or
verged on the improper. . .”

Routine destruction of evidence by the LAPD can oceur be-
fore the trial, making cases harder to prove even if the ulti-
mate verdict is not changed.

“I had a murder case where before the trial the investigat-
ing officer ordered the destruction of the gun—the murder
weapon,” recalled Judge M. Ross Bigelow. “He said he
guessed he made a mistake.”

“The man was found guilty without it,” Bigelow added.
“Luckily ballistics were not of vital significance.”

Superior Judge Thomas T. Johnson recalled another mur-
der case in which the bullet which killed the victim was de-
stroyed before trial.

“Most of it (destroyed evidence) is clothing, pieces of pa-
per, mundane things,” Johnson said. “It is pretty hard to un-
derstand why somebody would destroy a bullet. They (each
side) can read into it what might not be there.”

Johnson said that was not his only case in which the LAPD
had destroyed evidence.

“I don’t think in any of those cases there was any malice,”
he said. “It was really a function of carelessness or possibly of
too much volume of work. I don’t remember anything like
that happening with the sheriff's department.”

Judge Caldecott painfully recalled a case in which a murder
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Times photo by Bruce Cox

County sheriff's deputies question motorists in Altadena in'
search for clues to slaying of housewife.

occurred across the street from a party attended by about 40
people.

“The police produced only two witnesses, and they had not
seen the murder,” Caldecott said. “I feel confident some one
of the 40 people at that party could have identified the defen-
dants had they been asked.

“I acquitted because I didn’t feel I could convict on the tes-
timony of someone who did not see the murder,” Caldecott.
said. “The quality of the investigation was so poor that four
murderers walked free.”

THE PARADOX OF POLICEMEN
POLICING POLICEMEN

Embarrassing the Department Could Well Cost an Officer His Job,
While a Firearms Infraction Might Bring Only a Slap on the Wrist

BY DALE FETHERLING and MICHAEL A. LEVETT

Tim;as Staff Writers

It was a quiet Sunday morning in south Los Angeles, the
kind when time can drag for a policeman on patrol.

So, heeding his partner’s order, the rookie plucked a copy of
The Times from a lawn. The pair then drove off to read the
sports pages, unaware that a citizen had seen the theft.

But justice was swift and sure.

The two were brought before a police Board of Rights—
akin to a court-martial—and were found guilty. The rookie,
who had spent a spotless 10 months in the Los Angeles Police
Department, was ordered fired; his partner was suspended for
44 working days.

Chief Edward M. Davis later reduced the rookie’s penalty to
a 33-day suspension, equal to a pay loss of $2,277 for taking a
50-cent paper.

Had the rookie been a civilian, this case of very petty theft
never would have gone to court.

But as an officer, he committed the kind of sin that the po-
lice disciplinary system treats most harshly: acts reflecting ill
on LAPD or on an officer’s credibility.

A single drag on a marijuana cigarette, for example, usually
costs a policeman his job; a civilian would pay no more than a
$100 fine.

On the other hand, most violations of LAPD’s shooting poli-
¢y in the last two years have been punished by no more than
a 10-day suspension; striking a handcuffed’ suspeet " often
brings only a few days off, and, unlike a civilian, -a policeman
is almost never criminally prosecuted for such violent of-
fenses. { .

Such are the paradoxes inherent in the system of police po-
licing police, .

Affronts to image often are dealt with more severely than
harm or potential harm to persons. And punishments meéted




put are gommonly at odds with what the coyrts might pre-
scribe.

This disciplinary system may be the main reason Los An-
geles has perhaps the most corruption-free police department
of any large city.

But, isolated from civilian control or even scrutiny, the pro-
cess is a mix of administrative machinery and personal atti-
tudes that has brought it many critics among the public and
the police.

“Policemen think we're too tough,” Comdr. Thomas Mec-
Tighe, head of LAPD’s Internal Affairs Division, said, “and
people on the outside think we're too easy. So we're in the
middle, and I guess that’s commendable.”

Commendable perhaps, but not always satisfactory.

Some city councilmen are calling for change, and the civili-
an Police Commission, which sets LAPD policy, is in the midst
of a.major inquiry into how the disciplinary system works.

Many persons, especially among minority groups, believe
the system works poorly. They complain they are abused by
policemen and then their complaints are given lip service.

“I don’t think there’s a whole lot of faith in the system,”
said Bobby Black, senior attorney for the Greater Watts Jus-
tice Center, and others echoed the thought.

DISPOSITIONS OF COMPLAINTS
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Marie Funk, who heads the American Civil Liberties
Union’s Police Practices Complaint Center in Venice, esti-
mates that, judging by calls of inquiry, fewer than one in 10
complaints is actually filed with the police.

But there’s no doubt that LAPD puts major effort into its
complaint process.

Last year the department received 1,444 complaints (five
fewer than in 1975) and estimates it spent more than 60,000
man-hours investigating them.

About 35% of the allegations—generally the more serious
or “notorious” ones—were investigated by the 80-member
Internal Affairs Division. The rest were investigated by the

23

divisions to which the accuseggfficers were assigned.

That in itself is a matter o le controversy.

Lawyers for legal services groups in Watts and East Los
Angeles, for example, urge citizens to file any complaints at
LAPD’s Parker Center headquarters, not at station houses.

Albert de Blanc Jr., a former LAPD sergeant and now a
public defender, agrees that sergeants at any of the 17 police
divisions can by their manner of questioning discourage, dis-
qualify or downgrade complaints.

“You have the question of integrity at the divisional level:
whether the sergeant is willing to take the complaint against
someone who may be a friend of his.

“This is a real problem,/not a theoretical one,” De Blanc
said.

Once a complaint is filed by whichever route (and com-
plaints can also be filed with the mayor, council members or
the Police Commission), the Internal Affairs Division reviews
it and assigns it to the accused’s division or to the Internal Af-
fairs Division for investigation. (Inquiries into police shoot-
ings, however, are handled under a different LAPD proce-
dure.)

About 40% of the complaints are filed by members of
LAPD, largely for such offenses as failure to complete re-
quired forms, insubordination and the like.

In the subsequent inquiry, investigators engage in what
McTighe calls “a search for the truth. We don’t care where
the chips fall.”

Indeed, many informed persons credit the Internal Affairs
Division with doing quality investigations.

But some critics point out as well that the city has a finan-
cial stake in protecting policemen because it can be held re-
sponsible for their on-duty acts. Internal Affairs Division re-
ports, thus, can play a part in civil suits against the city.

“I don’t see how you can be totally objective when in fact
one of your functions is to obtain the best evidence you can
for the city,” said Tom A. Stanley, a lawyer with the Los An-
geles Center for Law and Justice, an East Los Angeles group.

The two functions “conflict dramatically,” lawyer Black of
the Greater Watts Justice Center added. “When the Internal
Affairs Division interviews someone, they're constantly look-
ing for evidence to justify the officer’s conduct.”

It is a charge the division denies. “Our primary purpose is
the disciplinary process and that’s what we're interested in,”
Capt. John Cleghorn, the division’s chief investigator, said.

After the investigation—which may involve methods such
as surveillance or lie-detector tests—the complaint is classi-
fied as “sustained,” “not sustained,” “unfounded” or “exoner-
ated.”

“Sustained” means the alleged act did occur and was mis-
conduct. “Exonerated” means the act occurred but was justi-
fied and proper. Complaints are classified as “unfounded”
when investigation discloses that the act complained of did
not take place. And “not sustained” is the label used when the
evidence is inconclusive.

Overall, 44% of the adjudicated complaints were sustained
in 1976.

More than 87% of those complaints originating within
LAPD were sustained; for citizen complaints, however, the
rate was 17.1%.

“The differences in sustainment ratios for various offenses




are striking,” Dr. Linda Wallen of the USC School of Public
Administration wrote after research into 20 years of the In-
ternal Affairs Division’s performance.

Intoxication and insubordination, for example, were among
those charges most likely to be sustained because conclusive
evidence is rather easily had. Other complaints of the type
usually filed by LAPD members, such as neglect of duty, also
are commonly sustained because they are subject to proof or
disproof.

“The picture is very different,” Dr. Wallen continued, “for
excessive force,” a complaint almost always lodged by a citi-
zen.

The average sustainment rate over the 20-year period was
6.3% on excessive-force complaints, she found.

Last year, Internal Affairs Division figures show, 8 of 67 ex-
cessive-force complaints, or 11.9%, were sustained. Seven of
those eight officers found guilty received suspensions of few-
er than 22 days; the other one was fired.

Some reasons for the relatively low sustainment rate on

such complaints are obvious. Often there are no witnesses to -

the alleged offense, complainants aren’t familiar with the law
or with LAPD procedures, and what is “excessive” is, of
course, a value judgment.

But there may be other factors as well.

Some outside observers say the testimony of civilian wit-
nesses is discounted and that it is hard, if not impossible, to
sustain an excessive-force complaint unless one officer testi-
fies against another.

LAPD officials say that is not true, but they admit officers
stick together.

“I think there is a reluctance on the part of one officer to
testify against another where there is question of the degree
of force,” Comdr. McTighe said. This, he added, is because
street-wise policemen have a different perspective from that
of citizens at large on how much force is needed and when,

Although “acquiescing,” or not reporting a fellow officer’s
infraction, is itself an offense, the compulsion not to point a
finger at a partner can be strong.

In one case, for example, a police helicopter was flying over
a predominantly black high school when the students alle-
gedly made obscene gestures.

One of the crew members responded with an obscene racial
slur over the helicopter’s loudspeaker. The school principal as
well as most everyone in the vicinity heard the epithet.

Despite the abundant witnesses, the partner did not report
his comrade’s conduct. As a result, when others did complain,
both officers were punished with 10-day suspensions as well
as loss of flight status and the hefty salary bonus it carries.

Besides the comradeship that can impede investigation of a
citizen complaint, there may also be a tendency to give a fel-
low officer an edge.

“Probably, the department is as good as it is because of the
desire to be a model of rectitude,” one high official close to the
LAPD said. “There’s also a tremendous emphasis on honesty
—anyone suspected of taking one dime or associating with a
Mafia type is severely punished.

“I don’t think they feel quite the same way about pulling
out a weapon and frightening somebody or grabbing some-
body.”

“I think dishonesty is dealt with very harshly and it should

be,” Police Commission Vice President Stephen Reinhardt
said.

But he added, “An area to be considered is whether gener-
ally the types of penalties fit the offenses and whether of-
fenses related to personal conduct are treated disproportion-
ately compared to, for instance, excessive force.”

One way in which the officer can be given the edge is in
defining the complaint,

The difference, for example, between “improper tactics”
and “excessive force” is a subjective one. But improper tactics
is a less serious complaint and, if sustained, brings lighter
penalties. Concern for morale, some believe, often dictates re-
latively light punishment in so-called brutality cases.

Protecting your own is part of the credo of professionalism,
USC’s Dr. Wallen explains. She compares policemen to sur-
geons who see themselves as taking risks in the operating
room for the public good.

Like them, policemen usually punish severely only gross
malpractice; much on-the-job conduct is treated with some
leniency because of the risks and dangers involved.

“Frequently in excessive-force cases, the punishment isn’t
heavy,” De Blanc, the former LAPD sergeant, said, “because.
the morale of the department is at stake.” If officers were se-
riously restricted in use of force, some would feel inhibited in
carrying out their jobs, he said.

“This sort of thing,” Dr. Wallen said in an interview, “does-
n’t need to be told by the chief. It's part of the (police) heri-
tage.”

A study of two years of LAPD discipline shows something
of how “image” offenses are dealt with compared to more vi-
olent misconduct.

Although the explanation of offenses released by the Inter-
nal Affairs Division is very brief, it appears that improper tac-
tics in controlling an arrestee—kicking or choking him, for
instance—often is punished by a suspension of two to five
days.

An off-duty officer who solicits a prostitute, though, is fired.

An officer who when off-duty used his position to gain en-
try to a television show got the same punishment (loss of four
regular days off) as an off-duty officer who “unnecessarily
pointed gun at and kicked citizen.”

An officer who improperly discharged his shotgun at a ve-
hicle received a 10-day suspension, the same as another man
whose argument with his estranged wife brought policemen
running and who lied about the dispute to his supervisor.

A five-day suspension was given to a married policeman
who “cohabited” with another woman, but an off-duty officer
who “unnecessarily displayed” his gun and accidentally fired
it got the same punishment.

If the risks and stresses of the job tend to unite policemen
and color their discipline, it is true also that another common
bond can be dislike and distrust of the Internal Affairs Divi-
sion.

In fact, an officer’s feelings toward that division have been
compared to what some citizens feel about LAPD: antagonism
and an expectation of unfair treatment.

Internal Affairs Division investigators are referred to as
“headhunters,” and although it is denied by the leadership,
there is a common belief that the division’s staff members win
promotions by the number of fellow officers they “get.” There




,is also a,feeling that a policeman’s reputation within the de-
partment will affect what, if any, punishmenQeceives.

In addition, an officer may feel he is in doubi€ jeopardy—Ii-
able criminally as well as to the Internal Affairs Division.

In fact, the Police Protective League, the policeman’s
union, has—much as the ACLU might do for criminal suspects
—pushed successfully for a “Policeman’s Bill of Rights.” That
state law, enacted last year, limits the use of lie detectors and
locker searches in internal discipline and allows the officer a
representative of his choice during questioning.

Particularly upsetting to the league are the Internal Affairs
Division’s efforts to regulate officers’ off-duty activity. These
complaints, often grouped under the general heading of “con-
duct unbecoming an officer,” numbered 312 last year, second
only to “improper tactics” (460).

However, about 51% of the complaints of conduct unbe-
coming an officer were sustained, compared to 20% of the im-
proper tactics charges.

“Let’s give the guilty bastard his trial and then hang him”
is too often the attitude of the Internal Affairs Division, said
Jerry Trent, an LAPD lieutenant who is also chairman of the
protective league’s legal committee.

“The department,” he added, “is very protective of its
image and if it has to sink an officer to protect its image, it
will.”

Trent, who once served the usual two-year stint as an In-
ternal Affairs Division investigator, was particularly critical
of charges brought against officers for converting an on-duty
contact to an off-duty relationship, such as an officer who
dates a woman he met on the job. He cited also cases in which
the Internal Affairs Division had staked out the apartment of
an officer’s girlfiend to see if he stayed the night.

“The crux of the situation,” Trent said, “is that if the de-
partment is in some way embarrassed, then disciplinary ac-
tion will follow. It’s left to their (Internal Affairs Division’s)
interpretation of what embarrasses the department.

“If some old lady or religious person makes a complaint, the
department theoretically could be embarrassed.”

Some members of the Police Commission also feel the divi-
sion gives too much emphasis to officers’ off-duty lives, partic-
ularly their sex lives.

“If it concerns an individual’s private love life and he (the
officer) has a girlfriend, whether he’s married or not, it
shouldn't really be a subject of concern except to those per-
sons involved,” Commissioner Reinhardt said.

The fear, or at least healthy respect, that LAPD officers
have for the Internal Affairs Division is a source of pride as
well as apprehension.

“We have a code of conduct that is second to none,” one
captain, not a member of the division, said with pride. “One
manipulated (traffic) ticket can cost you your job. That's how
stringent we are.”

One ranking official said: “If you steal a paper clip in this
department, they’ll have your head.”

A rank-and-file officer gave an illustration. Once he was
passing through an intersection in his squad car when he
spied a wallet in the street.

He stopped, got out and found more than $100 in it. He
looked at the money longingly. But then he paused, suspect-
ing an Internal Affairs “plant.”
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“I looked around to see if Internal Affairs Division had a
camera on me,” he recalle he later turned the money in.

“I guess,” he says, now in recognition of Internal Affairs’
omnipresence, “that it does hang over my head.”

After receiving the results of an investigation, the accused’s
commanding officer recommends to Internal Affairs whether
the complaint should be sustained. Internal Affairs is the final
arbiter of that.

The police ‘don’t like to be interfered with
by o bunch of people who have never been
on the streefs . ../

But the accused’s commanding officer suggests a punish-
ment in sustained cases, and that recommendation goes up the
chain of command until, in many cases, it reaches the chief.

(In serious cases, or when the accused demands it, a Board
of Rights will be convened to hear the case and recommend a
penalty.)

Internal Affairs officials stress that each case is considered
on its own merits and in view “of the totality of circum-
stances.”

But another important ingredient in penalty-setting is
what's called “anticipated reaction”—anticipating how the
next echelon will regard the prescribed punishment.

Close observers say this means Chief Davis’ imprint is
clearly on the LAPD disciplinary system. (He can revise any
penalty except in Board of Rights cases, where he can only
lessen, not increase, punishments.)

Marijuana use, for example, is dealt with severely. The
protective league’s Trent said he could recall only one case in
which an officer found guilty was not fired—and he was sus-
pended for six months.

By contrast, others point out, drunk driving when off duty
usually brings a 10-day suspension.

The chief, one intimate said, “has very, very strong feelings
about pot or any other form of narcotic.” That fact helps ex-
plain why marijuana use is punished so heavily but abuse of
alcohol is not, he said.

Davis is known as a hard-liner on sex-related complaints,
too. “They are dealt with severely,” conceded Capt. Cleghorn
of Internal Affairs.

The department’s stance on cohabitation reportedly has
mellowed in recent years.

But Internal Affairs still investigates cases in which the illi-
cit relation becomes publicly known and involves some un-
toward behavior, such as the presence of juveniles or an un-
ruly argument to which policemen are called.

The key, Internal Affairs officials say, is whether the de-
partment or the officer is put in a bad light by the tryst.

Presently, the police disciplinary process operates largely
unto itself.

The police, one official close to the department said, “don’t
like to be interfered with by a bunch of people who have




never been out in the street or gone down dark alleys.”

Board of Rights hearings, although often open to the public,
are not announced in advance. A monthly “rap sheet” pub-
lished by Internal Affairs gives officers’ ranks but not their
names and its description of the offenses is so terse as to be
misleading.

Investigative reports are confidential and Internal Affairs
refuses to make public the names of officers against whom
multiple complaints have been sustained.

“It's an age-old police problem: peer association to the ex-
clusion of the community,” said one lawyer, questioning
whether the police should be essentially the sole arbiters of
their own conduct.

“Each branch of the municipal government—executive,
legislature, and judiciary—has potential ability to hold police
accountable for disciplinary actions and policy,” wrote Dr.
Wallen in her study of LAPD, “but none of them effectively
do so.”

In the courts, for example, officers are rarely prosecuted for
on-duty offenses, and civil suits, though increasing, are still
long, costly and rarely affect the officer directly.

However, there are efforts toward greater accountability.

The Police Commission, which is trying to reassert its au-
thority on a number of fronts, is studying the discipline pro-
cess. Some commissioners are known to be open to the idea
that serious complaints against policemen be investigated by
the District Attorney.

City Councilman David Cunningham, agreeing with that
idea, suggests that the commission could set up an appeals
board, such as exists for zoning cases, to hear appeals from
Internal Affairs rulings.

Other groups, such as the Coalition Against Police Abuse
and the ACLU’s Police Practices Complaint Center, prefer
that a civilian review board hear and decide complaints.

While such proposals are debated, the Police Commission
expects to put its mark on the disciplinary system in another
way as well.

Chief Davis is to retire in January. The commission, which
will pick his successor, intends that the new chief be particu-
larly progressive on matters of discipline and shootings.

As for the case of the stolen newspaper, the stiff 33-day
suspension handed the rookie was considered harsh by fellow
officers in LAPD’s Southwest Division.

But the young officer “was naturally elated” that he wasn’t
being fired, an LAPD memo said later, and at roll call he
volunteered a testimonial to the police disciplinary process.

High-ranking officers appeared at roll call to explain how
the system worked and to answer questions.

“The overall effect,” the memo added, “has been outstand-
ing. The disciplined officer gave assurances that he will never
be the subject of discipline again. His commanding officer
feels that this is a firm commitment, that the officer will ren-
der commendatory service . . . and that the department’s dis-
ciplinary system is most judicious.”

LORE AND LEGEND OF ED DAVIS

LAPD's ‘Vince Lombardi’ Is a Product
of a Special Time and Mood in History

BY JERRY COHEN

Times Staff Writer

Los Angeles County Sheriff Peter John Pitchess sat in his
handsome pecan-paneled office, reflecting on his friend and
fellow raconteur, Los Angeles Police Chief Edward Michael
Davis:

“Ed kids me. He introduces me as his ‘godfather.’ He says
everything he’s learned, he learned from me. I'm responsible
for everything he does right. Or everything he does wrong.”

Then the sheriff chuckled heartily, remembering an eve-
ning about a year-and-a-half ago in Washington, where he
and the chief were attending a conference.

As they were socializing with “other law enforcement peo-
ple,” said the sheriff, the chief turned to him and asked:

“Godfather, tell me this; What do you think I should run
for?”

The following dialogue, according to the sheriff, ensued:

Pitchess—What do you mean, what should you run for?

Davis—Should I run for mayor, or should I run for gover-
nor, or should I run for senator?

Pitchess—If you're serious, I think you ought to run for God.

Davis—Well, I've thought of that.

“Ed has an ego, doesn’t he?” Pitchess asked roguishly.

When Pitchess’ tale was relayed to him, Davis laughed. But
he shook his head, drew deeply on his pipe and took good-hu-
mored exception:

“Oh, thats one of Pete’s little fabrications. He’s in the other
camp, you know. Younger’s.” .
Atty. Gen. Evelle J. Younger is seeking the same Republi-
can gubernatorial nomination to which the chief aspires.
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March 28, 1991

bé
b7C

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110

Dear b

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI 1nvestlgat10n of the Los Angeles
Police Department incident is underway, and we are working
closely with the Department of Justice toward a timely
resolution.

| The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is
firmly committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of
Federal civil rights laws. In addition to investigating
allegations when they come to our attention, the FBI also
provides civil rights and stress management training to law
enforcement officers as part of our national police training
program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
‘ personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
| understands the unique role of the FBI in ensurlng that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment
of criminal offenders.

Sincerel ours
bé

b7C

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

@— Los Angeles (44A-LA-119954) - Enclosure
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Bainbridge Island, Wa. 98110
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| | b7¢

Cleveland, Ohio 44120

06-Mar-1991 VWed 09:05

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Los Angeles, California

Your spokesman, Jim Neilson said that the bureau had decided to
investigate the incident as a possible civil rights violation may have
occurred in the beastial beating of a Black man (ex-convict Rodney Glenn
King) at the hands of a score of white police early Sunday morning.
There’s no doubt about it. It IS a Civil Rights violation and a crime
against humanity! I am absolutely horrified!

This is any human’s WORST nightmare and what Black people in this-
country have lived through for 400+ years. You know it! I am the
mother of three sons and we are Black. To think that any of my sons
could be subject to this treatment anywhere in the world is unspeakable.

This is .the same behavior practiced by gangs and each and every one of
the men that participated in this inhumane assault should be
imprisoned... as well as those that watched and did nothing.

Tracking the perpetrators is easy. They called in on their radios to

say they were responding, the initiators and the "assistance" givers.

Deal with them! and deal with them to the fullest extent of the law.

The names of some of the witnesses | | and ) are b6
already known. I hope nothing happens to them. . b7cC

ke

BLOOD is on the hands of every man involved in this matter! Too bad ye N
are not in an country where justice could be swvift and appropriate. ’
Other reports coming from Los Angeles ‘about similar incidents now
suddenly seem valid now that it’s gone national and has been documented.
Please don’t stop until all of these people are truly punished so that
other "law enforcement" people everywhere will know that this cannot and
will not be condoned.

Watching the paper for what happens, I remain
. bé

Yours truly, _ b7c
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b6
b7C

Los Angeles, Ca. 90016
March 11,1991

Federal Bureau of Investigation -
Federal Building

11000 Wilshire Bivd.

Westwood,Ca. 90024

Dear F.B.I.:

I am writing this letter concerning the incident about Mr. Rodney
King. When I learned of this I was outraged. How could anyone sane
continue to beat a person that can't defend himself. First,he was
tied up and second he didn't do anything serious enough to be asked
to get out of the car. If he was only speeding all they had to do
was give him a ticket and be on their way. Everyone was so wrapped
up in that war no one was paying attention to what was going on in
our country. I never really liked the L.A. police anyway because
they pull people(blacks)over for no apparent reason. But I gave
them respect. Now,I have no respect for them. Not all are bad but
most are. Yes,I am black and a junior in high school who is
concerned about the safety and well being of people especially
minorities. And I pray that Rodney King and those police officers
get what they deserve.

Also about Darryl Gates,I agree he should step down. I've heard
that he is prejudiced. I also agree with what my teacher said,"He
must not be concerned because he put those police officers behind
the desk". 1If I were him I would have put them on suspension.

One last thing.the police logo"to protect and serve"most don't

deserve to have it on their cars.
- S

Sincerely,

bé
b7C
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March 19, 1991

RE: Statement made by Daryl Gates on Channel 7 News at 6:00 A.M.
this morning.

Gates remarked: "Perhaps this (referring to the beating of Rodney
King) will be a vehicle that will get him going down a better road."
1 am aghast at this statement. Is Gates suggesting that the beating
which his officers inflicted on Rodney King on Sunday 03—02j9l ought
to teach him a lesson? 1Is Daryl Gates proposing brutality as.a..
principle for "straightening" out a perpetrator of crime? Would
Gates recommend this method for correcting his officer's behavior?
God forbid if I had had my own skull fractured in as many places to
teach me a lesson in behavior! Many of us including Daryl Gates
would not have any brains left.

So far every statement made by Gates regarding this episode has im-
plicated him further.

Resnectfinlilss

b6

b7C

Thousand Oaks /f/CA

Copies: L.A. Times
Mayor Tom Bradley
ACLU
FBI p—
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Date: 28 March 1991

To: FBI
11000 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1700
Los Angeles, Ca. 90024
Special Attn: Civil Rights Matters

From:
i ights, Ca. 91745
_Haclenda_ﬂelT(home)
559] e
Dear sir:

I am writing this letter to expose the racism and brutality

b6
b7C

bé

I have witnessed while I was a police off.gsx_ln_ihﬁ_LQT Angeles
Police Depar&ment. I joined the LAPD in and was

rass;ﬁned to
after 1 e olice Academy.
1 | uring

that time.
RACISM IN THE LAPD

Racism is rampant in the LAPD, especially in the San Fernan-
do Valley Divisions. Many officers wish to work with white
" police officers in the "white populated" divisions, such as in
the Valley divisions. Most white officers also prefer to work
away from heavy minority areas and prefer to work in heavy Cauca-
sian populated areas such as West Valley Division, North Holly-

wood, Va uys Division, Foothill Division, and Devonshire Divi-
sion. one black police officer and

b7C

bé

about two or three Hispanic police officerg

| b7C

In the Police Academy, we were all taught the proper use of
force. However the class on race relations was a total failure.
Nothing was learned from the black captain who taught the class
for two days. No meaningfull communication occurred between the

black captain and all police recruits in the class. When the
black officer asked who in the class knew racial innuendoes and
stereotypes, several recruits overwhelmed him by mentioning

several stereotypes about blacks and the class laughed at all of
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One of |told me when he
worked in Central Division, he concluded blacks were stupid and
blacks did not deserve his services or protection as a police
officer. He preferred to work in white or Hispanic areas only.
He also looked down on officers working in black areas (such as
Southwest Division or 77th Division) as less intelligent.

b6
Another of] | ®7c
| Jused to be a nice area until +the 1llegal
aliens came and fucked it up".

Another I
| |said to me, "You don’t find very many niggers
in North Hollywood, mostly whites and Hispanics. So if you see a
nigger in a white area, you’ve got probable cause to stop him."

One of |at the time) 1loved to
imitate blacks in a degrading and disrespectful manner in front
of other white police officers. He would move his body 1like a
black person and try to talk like a black person. No blacks were
around when he did this. bé
b7C

Another one ofl
years veteran on the LAPD at that time) told me, "the best way To
get along with a nigger is to jive ’em, just jive '’ "

em.

Another one of | _ | indicated
to me there are "blacks" whom he respected, and there are 'nig-
gers", who were lazy_and whom he disliked. He indicated some
"nigger" attempted to r_ one time. He also indicated
that illegal aliens (Hispanics) get up very early in the morning
hurrying in the streets to go to work. But niggers are lazy and b6
you never see them up early in the morning hurrying for work. b7cC

I heard one of the watch commanders use the
word nigger when referring to a black suspect in a conversation
with other white officers.

Racial Jjokes are a favorite past-time with LAPD officers.
There are more racist jokes in the LAPD than in any other non-law
enforcement profession and most jokes are about blacks.

One officer]| |( name unknown) in a[:;::]
| suspension for

|in a black family home
in front of other officers and the black family. Also the same be
officer| | o7c
[ingside the home in front of other
officers. He | |
[for using the word "migger” on
The police radio. | |
| |[He told us racist jokes for 3 long hours.




The most bigoted police officers work in Foothill, Devon-
shire, West Valley, North Hollywood and Van Nuys Divisions. Most
officers have +to work in assigned areas while on probation.
After probation they can request to work in almost any division.
As stated earlier, most prefer not to work in heavy minority
areas.

| Not everyone was a

racist. | | and several b6
| but the rest b7cC
were. | |
b6
b7C
b6
b7C




I need not mention the recently expressed outrage by Hispan-
ic and black officers on the LAPD’s lack of promotion for Hispan-
ics and blacks. Promotions for blacks and Hispanics are still
stymied by white officers who sit as gods on promotion boards.
D. Gates and his white ruling top brass cronies always have and
always will deny racism is the reason for not promoting minori-
ties.

The main justification used by Gates and his crony top brass
is that hiring should be based on competence rather than race.
However true and just that sounds, this is the main excuse wused
for denying promotions to minorities and hiring minorities.

As a reminder, the LAPD was forced by the Federal Government
in a law suit in 1980 or 1981 to hire certain percentages of
Hispanics, blacks and women. I do not know the contents of the
law suit, but it certainly was justified. I heard D. Gates on TV
was severely opposed to the idea but reluctantly had to accept
it.

BRUTALITY IN THE LAPD

I witnessed a few incidents of brutality from

1 | and some other unknown officer, perpetrated the
excessive use of force in two separate cases.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C




There is an untold philosophy which fellow officers’ behav-
ior follow in brutality incidents. I witnessed that most police
officers often tolerate their partner’s brutal beating of a
suspect because:

a. They are friends or have good working relationships and they
do not want to change it over the roughing up of a worthless
criminal.

b, No one believes the suspect or even witnesses over the
officers in brutality cases unless it’s on a movie camera.

c. If you rat on your buddy for using excessive force, you may
lose one or more of the friends you work with or you may become
an outcast (thrown out of the brotherhood or click).

d. You also may not get backup on an urgent radio call that you
may seriously need from the officer(s) you ratted on.

e. If a supervisor is at the scene and if the supervisor allows
brutality to occur and does nothing, most officers will also do
nothing to prevent the brutality or stop it from continuing
because they feel it is the supervising sergeant’s job at the
scene to do it. By stopping a brutal incident, a police officer
may get in trouble with the supervisor and transgressing his
authority.

SUMMARY

If the minority quotas forced on the LAPD by a Federal law
suit around 1980 or 1981 had not taken place, I am positive there
would be more and worst cases of police brutality by white offi-
cers on minorities, more civil rights violations of minorities
and race riots and public outrage directed against the LAPD.
This would be especially true in the San Fernando Valley Divi-
sions.,

Firing Daryl Gates will not solve the racism/brutality
problem either. Gates will simply be replaced by some deputy
chief who thinks just like Gates unless the candidate truly will
not tolerate racism and brutality. Chief Gates and his cronies
have never and will never admit there is widespread racism in the
LAPD, especially in the San Fernando Valley Divisions. If he
did, it would reflect failure on Daryl Gates® part for the last
13 years. The LAPD top brass has a cowboy mentality which looks
the other way when police officers use excessive force and vio-
late the civil rights of minorities. They often get away with it
due to lack of witnesses and the automatic credibility bestowed
on police officers by the courts. This cowboy mentality and
racism is an LAPD tradition and is pervasive throughout the LAPD,
especially in the San Fernando Valley Divisions. LAPD officers

b6
b7C




who become involved in police brutality always file false police
reports on the incident and/or justify whatever force they used,
no matter how excessive, on their reports.

A recruit can be taught all the proper and complete proce-
dures on the use of force, but you can’t change the heart and
racist nature of a bigot at the Police Academy. A bigot officer
chooses NOT +to follow proper procedures in the wuse of force.
This is why Daryl Gates’ intent to take police training and
procedures brick by brick to reevaluate them is a waste of time.
A bigot officer will do whatever he wants inspite of proper rules
taught at the Police Academy. Therefore Gates offers no real
solution to the traditional problem of racism and police brutali-
ty.

Ways to prove police brutality should be improved. One
would practically have to carry a camera at all times to prove
brutality. In most cases, only the officer is believed, not the
victim of the brutality. Not even witnesses are believed in most
cases over the police officer(s).

Former Police Chief Ed Davis, surprisingly, gave one good
solution to the problem: Pass a law that which would make it a
felony for any fellow police officer to stand idly by and watch
while some other police officer brutally beat a suspect unneces-
sarily. Make it an LAPD directive to take disciplinary action
against police officers who use racial slurs at minorities at any
time on the job. This may provide a system of checks and bal-
ances which may solve the racist and brutality problen. The
bottom line is: Since we live in a democracy, it’s OK if a
police officer wants to be a racist, but the officer should not
be allowed to violate the civil rights of anyone as a result of
his racism. People who think they will wipe out racism inside an
individual are sadly mistaken and will always live in a fairy
tale world. The solution is for LAPD management to make sure no
results of a person’s racist nature comes out on the job, such as
violence and yelling racial slurs at suspects. Gates and his
cronies have never provided any directives to accomplish this and
have always looked the other way. K

The LAPD may be one of the best police departments in the world,
but racism and brutality go along with that image. I do not want
to contribute any taxpayer money for racist and brutality law-
suits brought on by racist and brutal police officers (Rodney
King’s $80 million + lawsuit for example) How many more of these
lawsuits can Los Angeles afford before it goes broke?

Yours truly,

bé
b7cC




-3 MAR
/39\

. b6
b7C

FBl )
Hooo Wilghire &lvd  Suvte 1700

Los Awieieg[ Ca. o024

%()ec'\o.\ M'\'v» " VQ ’ \ N

Cavi | Q\Swrs Ma‘\*evs




m&eaj ;an_ .o(ccsLy_..wfcnoQ /ﬂoa;Lca;voCs
b all lhosee Near st fLoms. repocted

. BS b&: brutal, YAV Arat
- bt buufrqll\/.lta,{m -q, J _gefne

e —}zglmymc % §/wn_,5h agh. (Ao ,Ooﬁfca aj

R I

e EmL

7, [ish. . (Mo e Y. cavldd. f?@'}’ ﬁ\g“ S

" G Aenonde Lalley bt ot

_auld fJQl(e . o»-qé,‘_y@a/sﬂ.ﬂ ﬂ./kq,y&.n\o% e

o (ol Just deve b awa-mazlca

SR a,dl réss O S‘#f«,

ot et 0

aeo Ny thnt {—a mai ], -‘-‘ﬂqm--,c/:zw{ﬁ

e e pud ot Pk oy ep >

ol (T awean ek b frecadkoe

S (P VO NIV AVRIPS P S maif) RS

{000 = 20000~ Aun bave .

b6
b7C

Postcsde —pronked ot do

- L(P-OOO e o e -

| (lovo 4]

e R o o entbe - arta \/WAW .
L¥e X Lot -

'\’&;I‘MAGY\»)(

r_ Gedvess. . G

@A Ui n

' ;.35'

b7C

- -Jé(AtL~cJ~eo - ‘pu# Ao
‘ phoce  Dumbes—ga— Y ,ﬂdﬁ*camtsw e S
S e IW%_-__;. - .

i
L’\ \ -' .







AvLiclee o Lbs/?nax/« fves ook possbly Sex Decly News.
feel fee b pkﬁ’ow)ﬂy ok pass ot




l[0do Wi [shive
Los Av%eles, (A Vo224




‘ ’ v 7 - ‘ ?Sc
S LO@ %&@L\Q‘b Q@MDB\@»
&\QM\ @gmm o
&E\QQ\@ \( _ -
D e \&m\ % e
ab\gboom@omgf T
o “\D&x@&\ o Rﬂ@ddc\m o
Asho\ Dx Q&, _______ QR0 Yoe
Q\C@\(\&L %\(\ L\C @q__ s U:S—r%c_w@
o0y @ O WO\ GOk

Q AN L)D(Y\Cic mm’ ‘T(\x\o%%\c_@m
i Q\(p%m@@‘o\g @%?@L%RQ\Q@ Q0 el
Ab 0 O dredady @m\&
S @Uﬁx %\(x&\ Ji=R Q00 A0 VOTCA
@% AOOAQN 3 Wy (\m L 2308 NOT
M\ A 2300008 u& CIEHD \(_\L&e@\ DD\\CA Ohotal \U\tq
1wl QoL @ SN A SO Qé(\c\ Ymsu:\xd
O aa W\\()\x \5 e QA ‘N\Q\O\\C@L A0
_AQQC Cey i Se_ 00 2040 \noona D%m__
A 0Re0 G o pe s et i LS
o \%%ﬁ\&i\\%@\& \G:QCL(E\D ‘L\c\om AN (L o% A
) (L

Mf.fi\&\&&%\q.,“ o l/"//?fs"/-é' o
- ol —

@ - — e --@~—APR —g198t—F|

T T T T T EBi— LOS ANGELES 4




April 3, 1991

bé
b7C

Kirkland, Washington 98033

Dear| |

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training programn.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

[« X XV Az sreaasaccy anft=m
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Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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April 3, 1991

IM:s_.J

Pekin, Illinois 61554

Dear Mrs.[  |:

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over
issues that have been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
comnitted to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

If you have information about a specific incident
involving a possible violation of Federal law within our
investigative jurisdiction, you should contact the FBI office
nearest you, the telephone number of which appears on the
inside cover of most local directories.

_ Sincerelyv venys,

| |
Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

——
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April 3, 1991

Mr. | |_I

Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina 28480

Dear Mr, 3

Your recent communication to the Director of the FBI
has been referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern
over an issue that has been of great interest to the American
public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. 1In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Sincerely yours,
]

Inspector inACharge
Office of Public Affairs

- Charlotte - Enclosure
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April 3, 1991

bé

M. | I e

|
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902

Dear Ms. 3

Your recent correspondence to the Director of the FBI
has been referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern
over an issue that has been of great interest to the American
public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of

criminal offenders.

Inspector in %Ealrge b6
Office of Public Affairs b7C
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March 11,.1991

Chief

Federal Bureau of
Investigation

Washirigton, D. C.

Dear Sir:

b7C

Silver Sp., Md. 20902

Being an agency that is resnonclbl\, for seeing tndt just:Lce prevails
throughout the country, I am referring this case to your office.

: I o hope you will look into the situation and, . if appropriate, have

the Chief of Police and all of the policemen who participated in the brutal
‘attack on “r. King fired and ja_llea for the crime they have cormitted.

Los Angeles, California, is known for police brutalltv They have disgraced °

o .thJ.s country.

Attention is invited to the inclosures and I'm sure you vill acjuiesce.

Incls.

Sincarely.

b6
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While Sacretary James Baker is in the Middle East txying to negotiate peace
taxms betwean the Palestinanians and Pxmdies —your police officers are ereating . -
unrest, chaos, pandemnium and dzplorable acts of violence here in the United States,
You and your police officers have disgraced this MNation in the éyes of the world.

, ;g_amalawabidingcitimandxhavemmhtnymgonstoa!way’scbay,;‘,_h
the law, ikmlpmsmmyoum&erﬂtandthezemm'm&yymmaﬁultsoﬁlﬂm‘
police officers, who are supposed to protect citizens "PIGS" for their action on

March 3 proved precisely what they axa.

. ALl medical expenses should be paid by the city of ios Angeles and ¥r. King
should be tonpensated for the undeserving, unwarrented, and uncalled for suffering
he is enduring and will for a considerable length of time. In fact, be will never be
the sawe, I might add, that every station on TV that gives the newa, told this
despicable story regarding this poor, defensaless man who becaiw a vietim of
105 ANGELES, CA, POLICE ESUTALITY. ’

. ) P
The gentleman who took the pictureg with the vidso should be applauded.
He did a magnificent job and I know you and your officers reygret it.

Sincerely,

b6
b7C

CC: Honorable Thomas Bradley - layor .
tionorable Pete Wilson ~ Covernor E
Chief ~ Pederal Bureau of Inwestigation,.— ,
. Honorable CGeorge Bush, President & Commander in Chief
NAACP ‘ .
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L.A. Cops

In the most poignant moment of his  is the responsibility of the chief. The
recent address to Congress on the war  41-year veteran was around, but not
in the Gulf, President Bush described chief of police, when police brutishness_.
the scene we had seen on television:  triggered the 1965 riot that made Watts ™
four Iraqi soldiers emerging from their  a household word. But he was chief when
bunker, “broken, tears streaming from  he authorized the use of the choke hold,
their eyes, fearing the worst.” which led to the deaths of 15 detainees, a

And “then there was this American  dozen of them black. It was during his
soldier. Remember what he said? He  watch that complaints of police overreac-
said: ‘It's okay. You're all right now. tion (ranging from beating to racial slurs._

You're all right now.” ” g to baseless arrests) reached the stagger-
That scene, said the triumphant pres- @ ing total of some 350 a week. The city is
ident, says a lot about America. g paying out some $3.5 million to $5

It does indeed. But so does another‘ milion a year in police-abuse settle-..”
tableau we saw on our TV screens last  ments, according to a spokesman for the:. °
week: a handcuffed black man being  Southern California ACLU. “
beaten senseless by a gang of white Indeed, it is dikely thet official toler-
nolice officers. The contrast between  ation of these outrages—both by Gates: .
those two scenes—one on a battlefield, and by Mayor Tom Brudiey, himself an
the other in Los Angeles—is a useful  ex-policeman—is the main reason it con-. "
description of the gap between the tinues. Any number of bad police depart-"
American ideal and the American reality.  ments (including the Prince George's™ * -

I had hoped that Daryl F. Gates, Los  County force) have cleaned up their acts " }
Angeles’ chief of police, Mt have been  after the appointment of chiefs who made' ., A
moved by the president’s remarks to try  clear that they would not tolerate police, - !
to rid his city of the police brutality, , brutality. .

-which is its continuing disgrace, Instead To listen to some residents of Los’
- his resort was to PR games. Angeles, the major difference between

Listen to him. The assauit (wdeotape& the recent beating and scores—perhaps:
by an alert citizen) was an aberration, he § hundreds—of others is that this one was "
‘says. Race wasn't a factor; it just hap- f videotaped and, therefore, undeniable.
pened that Rodney King was black and } Even so, it took from Sunday to Thurs- -
that the 15 cops involved were white. = day for the chief to announce that all 15
The three officers photographed clubbing , of the officers would be investigated by
and kicking their victim (while a dozen ﬁledepartmentandtoaskthatcmnmal
more, including a supervising sergeant, [¥‘charges be filéd against the three who
stood watching) may have been guilty of g% took turns clubbing and kicking the hand-
“excessive force,” but the 25-year-old 17 cuffed man.

King “created” the incident. . All these things ought to be done, ot"

Of course he did. By doing 115 mphin & course. But doing them grudgingly, un-

a Hyundai its manufacturer says never g der duress, as Gates is doing, serves only
reached 100 in company tests, by re515t~ *to minimize their effect. The impression
ing arrest while face down on the pave- )2‘ is that Gates cares less about the brutali -
ment with his hands cuffed behind him % ty that persists in his department than
and—who knows>—perhaps by being ™ about the damage to his public relations, - - :
provocatively black. But what happened in Los Angeles .

The chief finds the whole affair unfor- * goes beyond PR, even beyond the crimi-"
tunate but principally, it seems, because  nal conduct of a handfui of police officers
of danger that his entire 8,300-member - sworn to uphold the law. It goes to the *
force might be “tarred” by the brutality .fundamental question of what America i 1$
of a few club-happy cops. Neither his , and aspires to be. .
words nor his actions suggest outrage Neither the poignancy of the Gulf-
that the things black people have been gfscene described by the president, nor the' -~
saying about L.A. cops have turned out §shame of the scene recorded by Holliv..
to be graphically, documentably true. day’s camera, had anything to do with .

That's the thing that provokes anger ¥. the qualities of the two terrified men at-
not just in Los Angeles but across the the center of the TV screen: one an.
land. The savagery recorded by Holli- enemy soldier, the other a suspected
day’s new video camera would have been  speeder and convicted robber. What
enough to cause heads to roll even if the  moved us was the behavior of those who *
L.A. police department had, to that point,  acted on our behalf. In one case, they -
been a model of decorum. Given the long  made us proud to be Americans; in the
history of racial allegations against mem-  other, they called into question our fun- -
bers of the department, and the chief's = damental humanity.
apparent inability to curb his men, the Wouldn't it be wonderful if our elatxon
head that should roll now sits squarely on  over what happened in the Gulf could be ;
the stiff neck of Chief Gates, matched by our outrage over what con- _

That's not to say that all the brutality  tinues to happen here at home?

R I R~
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April 3, 1991

bé
Mr.l | b7¢C
HEESEEST‘CoIoraao 81003

Dear Mr. ]

Your recent letter to the FBI has been referred to me
for reply. We appreciate your concern over an issue that has
been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the ILos Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Si

b6
b7C

Tnspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

1l - Denver - Enclosure
1) - Los Angeles (44A-1A-119954) - Enclosure
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Pueblo, CO 81003

Very Singerely ' 7 - _ . '...“: ' " be

March 7, 1991

FBI
Washington, DC 20535

LA's Proud Police Force
Dear FBI: '

We have seen repeatedly the video of the most recent beating by your .
LA police force. Words cannot describe the feelings of America about
this. You no doubt are getting the message loud and clear from
everywhere, as you rightly should.

If you don't fqrce the chief to resign, and charge every cop at the
scene with a serious charge, even you should be removed from office.
This is the worst brutallty I have ever seen.

Those wielding the clubs and kicking the man should be sentenced to
many years in prison. Those cops who stood by and watched & did
nothing to stop it should be charged as accomplices. As this has
happened a number of times in. the recent past. This chief is
obviously condoning such action and should be removed from office
without delay. The whole bunch are a total disgrace to humanlty, let
alone to their uniforms. This is precisely the reasons the public
feels the way they do about cops.

" Laying on the ground avoidihg any contact with the cops are full proof

the’man was resisting arrest! The bastards -should be damned glad I
wasn't armed and a witness to their actions. You may be assured many

"of them would be dead at the scene.

b7C

‘Mayor Bradley

Cal Gov. :
Dept of Justlce/c1v11 rights
FBI/DC "

‘White house




April 3, 1991

Mr. | I ’ b6

| b7C

East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816

Dear Mr.[  }

Your recent letter to the FBI and others has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

b7cC

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

- Newark = Enclosure
l 5 Los Angeles (44A-LA-119954) - Enclosure
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- | | EAST BRUNSWICK, NJ 08816
‘ | | FAX
9 Mar 91

American Civil Liberties Union

Amnesty International: . :

Ms. Elizabeth Dole, Int’1 Red Cross
United Nations Human Rights Commission
Federal Bureau Of Investigation

re: Government violations of Human Rights in LA, Irag, & NJ
Dear Protectors of Human Rights:

"We the people, - in order to form a more perfect union”™ with
many honorable friends and family on Police Forces and in Armed
Forces and 1in order to restore universal respect for human
rights, 1law ‘and order do hereby petition the government to

redress of 3 recent greviances,-name1y:
1) inhuman beatings & excessive force by LAPD
2) abridged freedom of press & erroneous force in Iraq
3) abridged freedom of speech in East Brunswick, NJ.

1) We petition +immediate dismissal of all Los Angeles Police

Department (LAPD) members present at the brutal beating of Mr.

R. G. King and petition the FBI to expedite swift justice.

Policemen watching/approving the criminal assault and
obviously Tcruel and unusual punishment” (regardless of
unproven allegations) by at least 3 of fellow LAPD

represents a scandalous neglect of duty, law, order and-

Constitutional right of due process.

People sworn to duty to upho1d human rights, such as

PoTice Forces and Armed Forces derive their authority, .

power and Tforce ‘from right, not might, i.e. from the
. informed consent of the governed who demand justice.
Clearly we the people consent to Peace thru Justice
i.e. thee & me 1in equality and equatl protection of Mr.
R. G. King, as innocent until proven guilty beyond
reasonable .doubt. We the ' people must doubt that
justice can be served by these .15-20 LAPD who put
. themselves above the law, refused to enforce it and are
incapable- of proving their innocense or future trust.

We also petition due honor and praise and thénké for Mr. Géorge
-Holliday. There can be no holiday from justice especially when
_citizens have founded fears so as not to get jnvolved or to

Jjust say "let George do it."God bless/spread George Holliday’s

courage, information displayed and trust in fair & free press. .

2) We the people petition restoration of freedom of the press
abridged during. the recent war alleged to restore freedom in
Mideast.. We petition 1immediate access for .the.press, Amnesty
International,. 'and ' International Red Cross to obtain a quick

. and * accurate “"body count" because = each body counts, whether

friend or foe. Large discrepancies of numbers need correction.

bé
b7C
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% We the people r.eject the US Army Commander’s claim "we’re not

o in the” body count business” and assert carpet bombing of
Persian rugs, women and children that killed ‘over 7,000
civilians violates the certain, self- evident truth that the
Gift of Life is inalienable.

Using "smart bombs"” and dumb "Intelligence"” that turned
hundreds of women and children (alleged to be 1in
“command and control”) 1into ashes on Ash Wednesday is
neither a Jjust war or holy war to Americans or to
Arabs. We petition an account of DoD deficiencies and
errors so as to be corrected rather than repeated.

We the people admire the President’s use of the earlier reports
by Amnhesty International of human rights violations by Iraq and
petition the US government via Amnesty International to secure
comparable respect and attention to saving human 1ife and human
rights in this country also, and to assist the Red Cross in
Iraq to be sure every wounded body is healed and to re-affirm
that every body counts because of the certain, self-evident
truth that each Gift of Life from the Creator is inalienable,
i.e. nontransferrable.

“Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have
resulted 1in barbarous acts which have outraged the
conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in
which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and
belief and freedom from fear and want has been
proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common
people,” (UN Declaration of Human Rights)’ '

We the people also “petition redress from the United Nations,
| under Article 8 of UN Declaration of Human Rights so that

"any man ‘(woman & child) and any nation that seeks
peace-—and "hates war-—and is willing to f1ght “the good
f1ght against’ hunger, and disease, and ignorarice and
misery will find the United States of America by their
side,. willing to walk with them——wa?k with them every
step of the way.” (President L.B. Johnson 17Se063)

3) We 'the people pet1t1on to restore fairness and freedom of
‘speecn .in _the East Brunswick Township Council during. the
assigned public portion. We petition that when .and. if a
| reasonable time Timit must be imposed, that it be fa1r1y and
- uniformly 1imposed on each and every speaker, who may otherwise )
be 'granted additional _t1mes on later agenda in the nonpublic - . .
portion of the Council meetings. . S ‘ :

| . We - seek . to redress the arb1tary and capricious

. " allowance - of over 15 minutes for one government worker

e to speak * for herself and her job and the unprecedented

abridegement .of free speech of a taxpayer speak1ng

against erroneous ./ excessive force in Irag and

inadequate force in US against Japan’s convicted

. dumping of ‘info displays. Freedom -of .speech evidently

.was .abridged by the Councii’s partisan GOP politics
-because longer, prior speeches by the- - same speaker ]
cr1t1ca1 of the .other party were unabr1dged & pra1sed be

. . ; : o b7C
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April 3, 1991

| b6
Mr. b7¢C

Los Angeles, California 90032

Dear Mr. :

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investiéation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Qinmarealsr srmiizecs

b6
b7C

Inspector 1n Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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April 3, 1991

Mr. | | b6

b7C
|
LPhlladelphla, Pennsylvania 19150

Dear Mr.[ ____ }

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Sincerely yours,

bé
b7C

Inspector 4n Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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April 3, 1991

Mrl b6

b7C

MiIlI Valley, California 94941

Dear Mr. H

Your recent letter to the FBI has been referred to me
for reply. We appreciate your concern over an issue that has
been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Qi sy srasyses

b6
b7C

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

1l - San Francisco - Enclosure
1l )= Los Angeles (44A-IA-119954) =~ Enclosure
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March 15, 1991

N FoBoIo . .
Washington, D.C.. ;

I am writing about the recent news that the
F.B.I..is doing an in-depth investigation into police
brutality as a result of the savage and long beating
on the unarmed and unresisting man in L.A. I understand
that the three officers doing the beating are being
charged for it. I strongly believe that gal]l the officers
witnessing this crime and not taking action to stop it
were also guilty and are also criminals and need to be

charged.

In addition, I am looking forward to your
in-depth investigation in that many police brutality
cases involving -injuries suffered by unarmed and unresisting
Christians who were brutally attached with tbrture and
restraining devices meant for animals, when their civil
rights were denied them and they were arrested in connection
with Operation Rescue. Hundreds, maybe thousands of o
these cases have been shelved by the justice dept. of our
| “free'" land. These crimes were also video taped, filmed °
| S and televised. You should have little trouble in your

‘ investigation finding all the evidence you need including
pictures of the offending officers.

I look forward to seeing action taken in all these
police brutality cases and will follow this matter closely.

‘Thank you.

Lmtrvx[[n— —CA 94941

A response is requested from you to my letter.

b6
b7C




April 3, 1991

Mz, | ‘ b6

b7C

(;?- Los Angeles (44A-IA-119954) - Enclosure

Huntington Beach, California 92648

Dear Mr.[ |

Your recent letter to the Director of the FBI has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders. :

Sincerely vyours,

b6
b7C

Inspector 1n Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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Huntington Beach CA 92648

Mr. William Webster March 13, 1991
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

10th & Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Webster;

am writing to urge a thorough investigation of a Los Angeles
ity police force. The well publicized beating of a motorist by
embers of the force appears to confirm a pattern of abuse of
uman rights that has been apparant under the leadership of
herrif Bradley Gates.

Sinddrelx

. CC Hon Tom Bradley

Sherrif Brad Gates

. e S w—]
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April 3, 1991

Mr. |

Greenport, New York 11944

Dear Mr. :

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

If | who you mentioned, wishes to lodge a
complaint invoIving a Federal violation within the FBI's
investigative jurisdiction, he can contact the FBI office nearest
him, the telephone number of which appears on the inside cover of
most local directories.

SArmeoarelsr srayaasc

Inspector in Charge

Office of E?alicﬁfairj 3 gz:
- New York - Enclosure téw/;}[” --»-:“ -LQ‘ g.“57
@3- Los Angeles (44A-I1A-119954) - Enclosure gﬁﬁ&;—~——'

APR 111991

K( - \ | il — LCS ANGELES

bé
b7C

bé
b7C

bé
b7C

bé
b7C










April 3, 1991

Mr. | |

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80933

Dear Mr.[:::::]:

The copy of your letter to Mayor Tom Bradley, which you
sent to Director Sessions, has been referred to me for reply. We
appreciate your concern over an issue that has been of great
interest to the American public, and I want to thank you for also
sharing with us your personal experience with the law in 1972.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Sincerely yours,

Inspector iy’ Charge
Office of Public Affairs

1 - Denver - Enclosure .
(:9- Los Angeles (44A-ILA-119954) - Enclosure L#!A“ { ﬁ"”%$’€éw E,.ﬁ
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| Mayor Tom Bradlecgs s Mar 91
z Los Angeles, Cai. .
Mayor Bradley,

I am typing this letter to you because of the recent video~-taping
and exposure of your police beating a motorist, a Mr. Rodney
King.

I had a somewhat similar experience, but I was spared the 'beating
frenzy' that befell Mr. King.

In 1972, I was employed and based My employment was

I cannot recall the exact date,

I believe I was about the firstl |a taxi,

the only reason that I didn't get the full 'L.A. frenzy welcome'.
| ]
noticed a police cruiser was exactly
| | I also noticed that

both officers were looking at me and were laughing. I told the

| fvas illuminated with
red lights. I did notice that the cruiser had fallen back, but
I did not notice the cruiser had pulled immediately behind us.

After what seemed like hours, I heard shouting from the back of
the | I could not discern the words, but figured the
| |chewed out royally. Little did I know that

T was the center of attention. What was being shouted was,"Get
out of the car, Mex! Get out with your goddamned hands up!"

I | was jerked
out o by an officer who had grabbed my hair. I was
forced to a building wall next to

All during this time I was being called "Spik, Mex, and Greaseball”.
I demanded an explanation for this and was open-hand cuffed
across my face. I could not believe this was happening to me.

b6
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PAGE 2 of cont'd
Mayor Bradley

I shouted a demand to know what was happening to me and by whose
authorlty. .

At this point, I was told that
| | I was further slapped across my face and
kicked on my leg. I always thought my leg was kicked in a mis-
placed kick to my groin, but now I believe the officer must have
hit me with his club.

A crowd started to gather to watch, I advised the 'crazy' that

The
‘crazy' pushed my face into the building and kicked my legs to
increase the spread-eagle stance I was put into. I could barely
breathe, and could taste the blood from my split lips; my leg

was killing me.

All the time this was happening, |

The other officer was crouched behind the cruiser door with a
pistol pointed at me. That officer never said a word.

The 'crazy' would not let me get my wallet from my suit jacket,

so he removed my wallet himself. In doing so, he als i
part of mv snit dacketr nacket Hr then looked at thei |

At this p01nt the ‘crazv' told me he had another call and that I
was damned lucky the wasn't pressing for my arrest.

After thls the two offlcers just got 1nto thelr car as if nothlng

' had happened. I'm runnlng around like a rat trying to collect

all my. papers that the 'crazy' had thrown on the sidewalk and
were being blown away by a prevailing wind. I did not collect
all my papers, but ran in front of .the cruiser to stop it to get
the identification of it so I could take some type of legal
‘action fro this ‘ungodly police behav1or.

' ThlS was a mlstake ‘as the 'crazy' who was not dr1v1ng, got out

.0of the car and slapped the hell out of me again. He then tells
me that if I do not get my "greaseball ass out of there NOW,™ he
was going to arrest me for assaultlng a police offlcer and attem-
pting ) .

At this point thel |came to my side and walked me.back
to the cab. Mayor Bradley, 1've got to tell you that the crap
that is now-in the newspaper has been g01ng on for guite a while.

When we arrlved at the ! Ilaskﬁd_in_bT taken to a -
motel we had -just passed. I asked the what the hell
"he had told: the cops such that they beat my butt like they-did?
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" PAGE 3 of - cont'd

- Mayor Bradley

He told me the cops told him that[ | He said

he told the cops | The crazy cop than
told the

7§Tve_ﬁ§_3ﬁy iInformation and salid he had to support his family and
was not going to get involved with any crazy cops. He asked a very
good questlon of me. Who is going to help him when the cops stop
him and he is by himself?

This really floored me, al | afraid to help me because
he feared the cops involved would come back and get him.

I called a police station immediately upon getting to work the
next morning. I was told to drive to the closest police station
and f£ill out a report. I refused to do this and demanded to be
able to speak to the CHIEF OF POLICE to report this beating. I
was told I could not do this but under the circumstances, an
officer would be dlspatched to to obtain the
report. .

Sometime about noon two officers arrived to interview me. They
listened to my complete story and then asked for identification
of the officers and taxi driver. This sounded like an echo as I
had just told them I did not get this information as my evenlng
had been pretty hectlc.

The detectives remarked I did not have any meaningful complaint

as I could not produce any witnesses nor could I document any -

of my allegations. The split lips and torn suit pocket meant noth—
ing as they could have been self 1nduced.

I advised the detectlves I would take a polygraph I asked them to
help me by using all of thelr resources to locate these ‘crazies'.

I was told the police dept was to busy to get involved in a
'witch hunt,' particularly since I could not document a 51ng1e
aspect of niy story. . ‘

‘I honest to God thought these detectlves would want ‘to help flnd
these ‘'sickies', but when I expressed my view that the LAPD had
two 'sickies' on the beat, the two detectives turned on me. The
1mmed1ate retort was what was my medical background to support my
unsubstantiated observation. Who in the hell did I think I was
to render opinions,.éespecially since I had shown I did not have

a grasp on any of the events I .was complalnlng about.

This was' the end of the interview as the two detectives ‘excused
themselves. .
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Mayor Bradley

I sulked, I licked my lips, I called lawyers, and I called news-
papers to help investigate these two 'barbarlans' on the police
force. Nothin absolutely nothing cam S. In a heart-
beat my Never to
return to your city of the 'CITY OF ANGELES',which is exactly
what I saw, with the help of the 'FISTS IN BLUE'.

b6
b7C

I know this letter cannot help anyone now, but Sir, I want you
to know some members of the LAPD have been exercising their
'RIGHTS" and lefts for quite a while.

I think your llttle dept. CALTGULA"S obtain their exercise this
way. .

In fact, everytime I read about a serial killer in California, I
am prepared to bet the LAPD showpiece CALIGULA just overexercisd
his 'RIGHTS'.

I saw on local T.V. reports that indictments will be pressed on
the 3 CALIGULA'S, but what about the other 25 cops who are stand-
ing around selling ringside tickets.

Today they watch, tomorrow they go practice, after all NIGGERS
and MEXICANS are like fish in a pond. Who in the hell ‘listens to
them, espec1ally if 25 ticket selling spectator cops swear the
sucker in the hospital pulled an AK-47 on them and it was only
self defense. I am sure all your fine MEN IN BLUE have an extra
un-registered hand gun in the trunk of their cru1ser, just in
case the sucker mlght represent trouble. :

Rodney King is lucky some busy body with nothing- else to do took
his picture while he was doing the IDI AMIN shuffle. I had no
pictures taken and was left sw1ng1ng in the wind. - -

SIR, I BEG OF YOU, IN BEHALF 'OF ALL OF US EXERCISE MATS THAT
- YOU FIND THESE SICK CREEPS IN BLUE AND METE. OUT THE FULLEST .
- PENALTIES OF THE LAW, AND THIS IS TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE "BLUE"
'STUDENT SPECTATORS LEARNING THE FINE ART OF TORTURE." ’

" How many do you want to protect?

b7cC
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Mr. Sessions

DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

J. EDGAR HOOVER BLDG. . . )
WASHINGTON, .D.C.: - o o
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April 3, 1991

b6
Ms.

Ic/o | bTC
San Mateo, California 94403

Dear Ms. 3

The copies of the letter and signed petition you sent
to Director Sessions have been referred to me for réeply. We
appreciate the concern expressed by you and others in the San
Francisco and San Mateo areas over an issue that has been of
great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and .
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.
b6

Sincerelys vnonrs b7C

|
Inspector In Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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March 11, 1991

Dear DB‘W ,deurqu |

The Rodney King incident has prompted members of the San
Francisco and San Mateo, CA communities to sign a petition to be
sent to the Mayor of Los Angeles,the Chief of Police,CIA,FBI, State
Highway Patrol,Justice Dept.,and various other governmental '
officials expressing our disdain at the brutal beating and inhumane

treatment of African Americans at the hands of criminals operating
under th.e guise of “law enforcers™.

We are interested in knowing what action ybu are taking concerning
this ‘matter. Someone will be in touch with your office, soon, to
receive your feedback. =~

" Thank you.’

Concerned Ci’gizehs
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TO: | N Date

RODNEYKING - PETITION

We, the public, have proof of your brutality that you could neither
destroy nor deny! The savage beating and treatment of Rodney King,

by the Los Angeles police and Highway Patrol, on March 3, 1991, was
absolutely despicable. We know that this brutality was not an

. isolated incidence of racial violence, because we constantly hear the
cries of those, in our community, who suffer at the hands of

criminals under the guise of "law enforcers". - ‘

We demand the immediate and permanent dismissal of all officers
involved and the dismantling of institutional racism in the law
enforcement agencies in this state and this nation, NOW!
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April 3, 1991

Mr.| _J :gc

|'?hiladelphia, Pennsylvania 19129

Dear Mr.

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
comnitted to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when
they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights
and stress management training to law enforcement officers as
part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains
personally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in énsuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

[« X R dxr srenaaac
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April 8, 1991

Mr. | | , b6

LEr | b7C
nglewood, New Jersey 07631

Dear Mr.

Your March 30th correspondence to Director Sessions has
been referred to me for reply.

We appreciate your concern and want to assure you that
the FBI is conducting a thorough investigation of the incident
which occurred in Los Angeles, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution. The FBI
condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly committed to the

vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal civil rights laws.

Your question concerning the removal of the Chief of
Police in Los Angeles is one which would more appropriately be
addressed by the Mayor or Police Commissioner of that city.

Sincaralsr szevire

b6
b7cC

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

@-— Los Angeles (44A-IA-119954) - Enclosures (3)
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Pattern of violence in L. A.

Even if it were an isolated incident, the

. savage beating of a black man by the Los Ange-

‘les police is enough to make you sick. After all,
this is not some fascist police state where the
‘cops can routinely be expected to rough up citi-
-zens and employ Gestapo tactics. This is Amer-
‘ica, and we presume the police will act with
fairness and justice.

: More and more evidence is emerging, how-
ever, that clearly indicates the March 3 beating

" of Rodney King was not isolated or even very

unusual. Instead, the beating seems to'have
been part of a pattern of anti-minority violence
and bias that has been taking place in the Los
Angeles Police Department for years.

Ag Los Angeles Mayor T'om Bradley, a for-
mer top officer in the department, describes the

- situation: “It is no longer possible for any ob-

jective person to regard the King beating as an
aberration. We must face the fact that there
appears to be a dangerous trend of racially mo-
tivated incidents running through at least some
segments of our police department.”

The details of Mr. King’s beating are now
common knowledge. We've seen it virtually ev-
ery evening on the television news: police offi-
cers kicking and striking Mr. King with their

-nightsticks as he lay helpless on the ground.
What’s just now becoming apparent is that the
_police made no effort to cover up the mayhem.
The policemen inflicted the beating in full view
of a crowd of onlookers and other police officers
as the headlights from police squad cars illumi-
nated the scene. One ranking officer stood by
and made no effort to stop the violence. None
of the police officers was moved by pleas from
the crowd to end the beating.

Is this indicative of a police force where
violence is an aberration? Certainly not. Like-
wise, it’s not indicative of a police force where
brutality is frowned upon. If Police Chief Daryl

lence, it’s a certain bet the officers would have
made sure nobody saw them beating Mr. King.
Like other people, police don’t invite disciplin-
ary action from their superiors.

Begides beating Mr. King in full view of
the public, the Los Angeles police officers went
on to comment blithely about it over the police
communications system. “I haven’t beaten
anyone this bad in a long time,” one of the
officers remarked, according to a computerized
transcript. If Chief Gates had put out the word
that violence was unacceptable, these officers
would have had the good sense to keep quiet.

There is other evidence of brutality by Los
Angeles police officers. Verdicts and settle-
ments against the department in 1972 amount-
ed to $553,000. Last year, they amounted to $8
million. One of the officers charged in Mr.
King’s beating was suspended for 66 days in
1987 for beating a man who was handcuffed. In
1988, following a telephoned threat to a police
station, 77 officers charged on the homes of two
black families, ripped out sinks and toilets, and
smashed windows and. televisions. Officers
scrawled “LAPD Rules” on a wall outside the
building and beat residents as they arrested

them. Last year, the city settled lawsuits by the

residents for $3 million.

One other episode reflects the attitu.dg of
Chief Gates’ department, and this invalwa Ag,.
Gates himself. Following the March §,incident,
Mr. Gates stressed that the beating was an
aberration that in no way reflected adversely on
other members of his force. But he has ex-
pressed little shock, condemnation, or revul-
sion over the savage beating of a civilian by his
officers. - .

Is this the reaction of a chief who truly

Gates and his subordinates had frowned on vio- —detests the use of violence by his police force?

>,




L.A. police panel

Los Angeles Times News Service

LOS ANGELES — Ag embat-
tled Police Chief Daryl F. Gates
defended himself at a raucous City
Council meeting Wednesday, the
Police Commission received a
briefing from the City Attorney’s
Office on the precise steps neces-
sary to remove Gates from the of-
fice he has held for 13 years,

Although it is not clear that the
commission intends to fire Gates,
the 45-minute briefing could be a
first step toward ousting or disci-
plining the chief in the wake of the
videotaped March 3 beating of
motorist Rodney G. King.

The commission, a civilian pan-
el that oversees the Police Depart-
ment, heard testimony from As-
sistant City Attorneys Frederick

A-12 THE RECORD %

N. Merkin and Leslie E. Brown,
who explained which City Charter
provisions could be used to fire
Gates.

Commission Vice President Me-
lanie Lomax confirmed Wednes-
day that she and the other panel
members had asked the City At-
torney’s Office to tell them how
they could censure or discipline
Gates or remove him from office.
But Lomax would not elaborate on
what was said at the briefing, cit-
ing attorney-client privilege.

Lomax would not comment on
what steps the commission would
take next.

For 2, weeks, Gates has been
under pressure from politicians
and community leaders to resign
or retire because of the King beat-

looks at ways to oust chief

ing. The incident, captured on a
home video camera and televised
across the country, has generated
a national debate on police brutal-
ity.

A Los Angeles County grand
jury last week indicted four Los
Angeles police officers for partici-
pating in the beating. The grand
Jury's investigation is continuing,
as is a Department of Justice
probe into allegations of brutality
by Los Angeles police officers.

Gates appeared surprised to
hear that the commissioners could
be plotting his downfall.

After the closed briefing, the
commission held its second public
hearing on police department pro-
cedures and allegations of wide-

spread brutality by officers against
minorities.

Earlier, during an often-heated
public hearing at City Hall, Gates
addressed the City Council for the
first time on the King beating, en-
during the now-familiar calls from
speakers for his resignation and
engaging in a tense exchange with
one councilman.

The chief ostensibly was sum-
moned to the council to explain
why the city paid $625,000 to set-
tle a police brutality lawsuit. Al-
most immediately, however, dis-
cussion of the videotaped beating
overshadowed the agenda item be-
fore the council.

Also Wednesday, members of a
U.S. House judiciary subcommit-
tee held a hearing on police brutal-

LI o

ity around the nation. The federal
government gets thousands of po-
lice brutality complaints each year
but prosecuted only 46 in 1990,
the panel was told.

Justice Department and FBI of-
ficials testified that they intervene
as a last resort in local police mjs
conduct cases. But House m
bers — outraged at the videota
beating of King — argued for more
effort by the Bush administration
to police the police.

“Seeing that man being beaten
was offensive to all Americans,
particularly to the tens of thou-
sands of law enforcement officers
who would not engage in such con-
duct,” said U.S. Rep. Don Ed-
wards, D-Calif., chairman of the
subcommittee.

FBI vows
to target

bias crime
Trying to gauge
size of problem

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — FBI Direc-
tor William S. Sessions said Mon-
day the bureau will vigorously pur-
sue cases of hate crimes and
expects new reporting statistics to
provide information on the extent
of such violence.

Sessions, speaking to a leader-
ship conference of the Anti-Defa-
mation League of B'naj Brith,
said the FBI~tmgbéen collecting
information this year on acts of
violence in which the motivation
was the victim’s race, religion, sex-
ual orientation, or ethnic origin.

The statistics are required un-
der a hate-crimes law passed last
year by Congress. Sessions said
the FBI has begun training state
and local law enforcement agen-
cies to recognize and report hate
crimes,

“Unless the crimes are accurate-
ly reported, we may never know
the full extent of the problem, and
therefore of course we can never
hope to eliminate it,” Segsions
said. “The FBI will continue to vi-
gorously investigate acts of hate
violence when they occur and, if
possible, to prevent them from oc-
curring.” ——

Sessions declined to comment
on the FBI’s investigation into the
videotaped beating of Rodney
King by Los Angeles police offi-
cers. —

He defended the FBI’s contro-
versial questioning of Arab-
American leaders shortly before
the Persian Gulf war, when critics
said the bureau was unfairly sin-
gling out that group. Sessions said
117 voluntary interviews were con-
ducted, with the purpose of gain-
ing information about potential
criminal acts against Arab-Ameri-
cans, and to open lines of commu-
nication.

He said the public reacted “in g
more or less cynical way.” But, he
said, Arab-American reaction
“was by and large very strong and
very good and very cooperative.”

The Anti-Defamation League
monitors instances of hate-in-
spired violence. I
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v April 9, 1991

b6

Mrs. | |
b7C

LBafon Rouge, Loulsiana 70809

Dear Mrs[ |

Your recent letter to Attorney General Thornburgh was
referred to the FBI for reply.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with the
Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal civil
rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations when they
come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil rights and stress
management training to law enforcement officers as part of our
national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains personally
committed to civil rights for all Americans and understands the
unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law enforcement is credible,
evenhanded and fair in its treatment of criminal offenders.

If you have information about a specific incident involving
a possible violation of Federal law within our investigative
jurisdiction, you should contact the FBI office nearest you, the
telephone number of which appears on the inside cover of most local
directories.

Ol mciaana sz srensnac

b6
b7C

Inspector 1n Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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April 12, 1991

Mr. | | b6

I b7C

Los Angeles, California 90004

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your March 26th
correspondence commending the FBI on its investigation of the
Rodney King matter.

The concern which prompted you to write is certainly
understandable. I thank you for making this information and your
views available to me.

Sincerely yours,

William M. Baker
Assistant Director
Criminal Investigative Division

C;}— SAC, Los Angeles (For Information Only) - Enclosures (2)
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communication.
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QUOTES.FROM CHIEF GATES

Since he became Los Angeles’ 49th police chief in 1978, Duryl F.
Gates has made a number of controversial statements that have
offended, in varying degrees, blacks, Jews, Latinos, women, casual
drug users and even the State Department.

= 1978: He had been in office barely one month when he remarked
to a Latino audience that some Latino officers were not promoted
within the LAPD because they were “lazy.” Gates said that he was
only trying to encourage Latino officers to work harder and attain
leadership positions.

u 1979: Gates casually commented at a news conference in England
that if President Jimmy Carter could not rescue the 52 American
captives in Iran, Gates could by sending in his SWAT squad. A short
time later, “the State Department called and said, ‘Chief, we'd
appreciate it if you'd mind your own business,’ ”” according to Gates.
The chief said he was only trying to be witty. .

m 1980: At a closed dinner meeting of deputy district attorneys,
Gates called KABC-TV anchorwoman Christine Lund “an Aryan
broad.” Gates later apologized, saying the comment was meant “in
jest” and was “in the spirit of a raucous evening.”

m 1982; Gates angered many Jews by releasing an in-house report
that suggested that the Soviet Union was sending criminals
disguised as Jewish immigrants to Los Angeles to disrupt the 1984
Olympics. Gates went out of his way to make peace with Jewish
leaders, saying that the report was purely speculative and that he
had never expected the media to publicize it.

In an interview, Gates said he had instructed his staff to
investigate “a hunch” he had about why so many blacks die from
police use of the carotid chokehold, which cuts off the blood supply
to the brain. “We may be finding that in some blacks when it {the
carotid chokehold] is applied, the veins or arteries do not open up as
fast as they do on normal people.” The remark, Gates said, was no
more than a careless choice of words. ’

‘m 13884: The City Council approved a ballot measure that would
increase the city’s power to discipline and fire department heads,
such as Gates. Then the chief alleged that this would permit undue
political influence by council members on the police and the rest of
the city departments. Then in a statement that angered some council
members, Gates said he was going to “rummage around in my mind”
to cite examnles of how council members ask the police to do “all
kinds of things that are inappropriate.”

m 1988: In an interview, Gates conceded that he is more “patient
and sensitive” in his dealings with people. But, he added, “1 can still
be an arrogant bastard. I've grown harder and softer.”

m 1989: In a videotaped message to LAPD officers, Gates used the

* term “pantywaists” to describe officers who opposed his Halloween
deployment plan that was intended to prevent a recurrence of the
near-riot that occurred in Hollywood the previous year.

m 1990: At a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on the first
anniversary of the Bush Administration’s war on drugs, Gates said
“casual drug users ought to be taken out and shot.” His statement
was aimed at those "“who blast some pot on a casual basis and the
damned hypocrites who go out and party on the weekends and snort
cocaine.”

Gates said Mayor Tom Bradley had written a “dumb letter” calling
for an investigation of possible police improprieties in the defense of
four officers charged with vandalism during a drug raid two years
ago near 39th Street and Dalton Ave.

= 1991:In an angry statement after the shooting of rookic
policewoman Tina Kerbrat, Gates referred to Kerbrat's killer as “an
Bl Salvadoran drunk—a drunk who doesn’t belong here.”

In response to an outpouring of anger from Los Angeles residents
over the videotape that captures LAPD officers repeatedly striking

st defenseless Rodney G. King, Gates offered an apology to King, but
10 further enraged people when he added that he would apologize “in
> spite of the fact that [King's| on parole and a ccnvicted robber.”
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April 16, 1991

b6
Mr. b7C

Jackson, Mississippl 39284-0865

Dear Mr.

Your March 6th letter to Director Sessions has been
received, and he asked me to thank you for writing.

We deeply appreciate your support regarding the FBI’s
investigation of the incident you mentioned. Allegations of
civil rights violations are promptly, thoroughly, and objectively
investigated by the FBI, and we hope to have this matter resolved
as quickly as possible.

Sincerelvy vours,

b6
b7C

Inspector 1n Charge
Office of Public Affairs

(j}— Los Angeles - Enclosure
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Jackson, MS 39284 I

March 6, 1991

Mr. William Session, Director
10th Pennsylvania Ave., Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Session

I was shocked by a CNN news report showing a video taken by ani
amateur cameraman of the brutal beating of a California }
motorist, Rodney Glenn King, 25, of suburban Altadena,§
California, by a group of Los Angeles Policemen. 5

MS) VIDEO OF BEATING OPENS FBI PROBE'OF L.A. POLICE OFFICERS.

Because of the swift response of your agency to what appears to,
lbe, police brutality under the cover of law, you and your -
ldepartment are to be commended as patrons of a sacred american *

principle (due process). It is always good to know that the
icitizenry of this country; be they black or white, rich or
oor, can 1look to the FBI as the custodian of our

Fonstitutional right to justice. God bless you.

Yours truly,

This morning I read an article in the, Clarion-Ledger(Jackson, ks

b6
b7C
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11000 Wilshire Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90024 April 17, 1991

Dear Mny

This morning I watched a news report on '"Good Morning America' that
indicated that the FBI was working to clarify the audio tracks on the
video tapes of the Rodney King/LAPD incident.

| has been in business for over 25 years and our prime

emphasis has been with the music industry. I have included a couple of
industry magazine articles that outline the process we use. Basically, -
we use 180 computers that sample each sound (note of music, sound effect,
voice, ect.) at a rate of 648,000 times per second and then isolate and
clarify that sound so that it can be heard.

While our prime business relates to music, we have done special jobs
such as the flight recorder tapes in the Cerritos air crash, and work
for the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department, DEA and Beverly Hills
Police Department.

If you would like to evaluate our process and visit our studios, please
call me and we will get together.

Sincerelvw

bé
b7C

bé
b7C
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Post production and sound restoration for the motion picture, television and record industries.
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

11000 Wilshire Boulevard #1700
In Reply, Please Refer to Los Angeles, CA 90024
FileNo. 4 4A-T.A~119954 April 20, 1991

Mr. | | b6
| | b7C

Los Angeles, CA 90008

Dear %é% .

This letter is to acknowledge your letter to this
office, which concerned the actions of the Los Angeles Police
Department in the Rodney King incident. The purpose of this
letter is to inform you that this office is in the process of
investigating the King incident, under the mandates set out by
the Congress of the United States for the investigation of the
alleged violation of an individual’s civil rights. The
particular statues which would apply to this, and most other
civil rights investigations collected by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation are Sections 241 and 242 of Title 18 of the United
States Code. I want to assure you that this office will conduct
a thorough and professional investigation any time there are
allegations made which provide a sufficient basis to bring the
actions of the police officer under the provisions of the two
above mentioned United States Code Sections.

Thank you very much for your letter and concern.
Sincerely,

LAWRENCE G. LAWLER

Spec Agent in Charge
b6

b7C

Supervisory special Agent
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

11000 Wilshire Boulevard #1700
In Reply, Please Refer to “ Los Angeles, CA 90024
FileNo. 4 4A-1A-119954 April 20, 1991

Ms. | | b6
b7C

Los Angeles, CA 90008

Dear Ms.

This letter is to acknowledge your letter to this
office, which concerned the actions of the Los Angeles Police
Department in the Rodney King incident. The purpose of this
letter is to inform you that this office is in the process of
investigating the King incident, under the mandates set out by
the Congress of the United States for the investigation of the
alleged violation of an individual’s civil rights. The
particular statues which would apply to this, and most other
civil rights investigations collected by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation are Sections 241 and 242 of Title 18 of the United
States Code. I want to assure you that this office will conduct
a thorough and professional investigation any time there are
allegations made which provide a sufficient basis to bring the
actions of the police officer under the provisions of the two
above mentioned United States Code Sections.

Thank you very much for your letter and concern.
Sincerely,

LAWRENCE G. LAWLER

Spe—u'_;a Accant in OCharoee

bé
b7C

Supervisory Special Agent
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April 24, 1991

Mr. |

Honolulu, Hawaili 96805

Dear Mr.[ |

Your recent letter to Director Sessions has been
referred to me for reply. We appreciate your concern over an
issue that has been of great interest to the American public.

A thorough FBI investigation of the Los Angeles Police
Department incident is underway, and we are working closely with
the Department of Justice toward a timely resolution.

The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and is firmly
committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of Federal
civil rights laws. In addition to investigating allegations
when they come to our attention, the FBI also provides civil
rights and stress management training to law enforcement officers
as part of our national police training program.

I can assure you that Director Sessions remains per-
sonally committed to civil rights for all Americans and
understands the unique role of the FBI in ensuring that law
enforcement is credible, evenhanded and fair in its treatment of
criminal offenders.

Sincoralyr vvnnre .

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

CD- Los Angeles (44A-1LA-119954) - Enclosures (2)
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March 27, 1991

Dear Mr. Sessions:

It has all the appearance of ‘a whitewash, a coverup and I think
you should step in and direct that the uniformed criminals of
L.A. (or anywhere) be treated just like those who do- not wear
uniforms.

The now infamous L.A. action by LAPD was a gang related crime.
The were an organized gang, wearing items that identify them

as members of a gang, and had supervision, communications and
everything the other gangs have. The only difference between
} this gang and the others is that this gang is being paid by the
| ‘ victim and the public.

To learn that the members of this gang are not cooperating
with the FBI is sad. To learn that the FBI is insisting on
only voluntary interviews is sadder still. Is that how it
would handled if it had been a rival gang attacking a member
of the LAPD uniformed gang? I think not.

It is ludicrous that the officers have entered pleas of guilty,

but that looks to the public like part of the plan. They plead not
guilty; fellow officers refuse to be questioned; the FBI closes

its investigation; Bates stays on; the department continues to

go about its businesses as it sees fit. The public suffers.

I think you should take a personal role in this one; set the

LAPD criminals up as-an example; try them and if they are found

‘ guilty, punish them. It could be a deterent to many police
officers everywhere (including the FBI) who are often overzealous
and who get carried away with their authority--at the expense of
the public.

and you might take one step further, in the name of justice and
law enforcement, by honoring the brave amateur photographer who
caught these criminals in action. He is now being threatened,

apparently by LAPD criminals. What is happening to our country?

He is a real American hero. 2And if others dared to do the same,
we could reduce considerably all crime in our cities--not just by
police, but by other criminals as well. If you could get the
President to honor Mr. Holliday as a national hero, the LAPD would
be reluctant to do him harm or continue to threaten him. And
maybe Mr. King would even give Mr. Holliday a sizeable reward from
the millions he will win in his suit against the criminals.

You could be the catalyst. Go for it.

2loha no.

b6
b7C

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96805 USA
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"fo_lcers not cooperating in FBi probe .
& T0S" ANGELES — Ttie FBI Was uriableé to qués- -
Hon' ‘at -least.. 25 “colleagues’.of four policemer . .
‘gharged- in ‘avideotaped beating because theoffi- :
gers would not voluntarily cooperate, a union "
Jawyersaid:,” *L Lo G0 a0 e LD
{"x A Los Angeles County grand jury has reconvened o
to-hear evidence ahout officers who stood. by -and .
vatched the March 3 attack.on a black motorist that °
tirred national outrage*after it was captured o
Yideotape by an‘onlooker .and played.on télevision. -,
¢ The defendants, Sgt..Stacey Koon,-40, and- offi- -
.gers Laurence Powell, 28, Timothy Wind, 30; and .
Theodore 'Briseno, 38, were, scheduled to “enter;:
.pleas today to assault and brutality. . . ;% 3
i~If ‘convicted, they could get up to 4 years:to 73]
earsmpnson s Sk . “ EETIRNR |
1 ‘Cecil Mart;an attorney for the Los-Angeles Police
.Protective League which represents the 8,300-mem-"
ber:iforce, said,. “The;. FBI is insisting. on. only _
yoliintary ; interviews. Uhnless the policé: officer:.
zgv&s up his rights, thé FBI.is not interested in -
Aalking to him.” . ... 7.0 ey, -
} . FBLagents.called -off interviews with 20 other .

officers, Marr'said. U . s
S . * From staff and wire reports




May 10, 1991

Mr. | | b6
| b7C

Van Nuys, California 91401

Dear Mr.

Your April 4th letter to Director Sessions concerning a
radio report that indicated he had classified the beating of
Rodney King of Los Angeles as a "hate crime" has been referred to
me for reply.

At a press conference held on April 4th, Director
Sessions was reluctant to comment on the King case in view of
its pending status. When pressed for an answer to the issue of
whether this case can be considered a "hate crime," he indicated
that by the appearance of it and the fact that persons have been
indicted by a grand jury for the County of Los Angeles, he
presumed that it would be listed that way.

The FBI is authorized to investigate a hate crime which
constitutes a violation of one of the civil rights statutes. 1In
order to prove that hate violence has occurred, the crime must
meet specific criteria. General requirements include willful
conduct; use or threat of force; actual or attempted injury of,
intimidation of or interfering with, the victim; and acting
because of such factors as the victim's race, color, religion, or
national origin.

I hope this information will clarify this matter for
you.

Sincerelv vours,

b6
b7C

Inspector in Charge

1 Office of Public Affairs
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VAN NUYS CA. 91401

April 4, 1991

William Sessions

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Director Séssions:

I'm writing because"I just heard a radio report to
the effect that you are now classifying the Rodney
King beating as a hate crime.

I think that unless you know a great deal which is
unknown to the press and the public, that you are making
an appalling snap judgment and one which will make
everything a lot worse,

The evidence of the police tapes cannot be construed

as racist wnless the language of bigotry and race hatred
has become as delicate and allusive as poetry. "Gorillas
in the mist?" "Lizards?"--any kin on any street corner

can tell you what racial epithets are--and these were

not. They were the familiar gallows humor of cops--in

this case wnpardonably jocular about an example of hideous
brutality. But racist? No way.

Why you would choose to arm the Al Sharptons and our
own Ramona Ripston is beyond me. I protest that statement!

Sincerely

b6
b7C
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September 13, 1991

bé
b7C

(Eg'- Los Angeles (44A-LA-119954) - Enclosure

Inglewood, California 90043

Dear

Your August 2nd correspondence to Director Sessions
was referred to me and your interest in writing is appreciated.

We appreciate your concern regarding the Rodney King
case and want to assure you that the FBI is conducting a thorough
investigation of the incident which occurred in Los Angeles. We
are working closely with the Department of Justice toward a
timely resolution. The FBI condemns acts of police brutality and
is firmly committed to the vigorous and aggressive enforcement of
Federal civil rights laws.

Your comment concerning the removal and replacement
of the Chief of Police in Los Angeles is one which would more
appropriately be addressed by officials of that city.

Your enclosed newspaper clippings are being returned
to you.

Sincerely vours,

b6
b7C

Inspector 1in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

Enclosures (4)
4 newspaper clippings
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May 14, 1992

bé
b7C

(i:} Los Angeles - Enclosure

Cincinnati, Ohio 45209

Dear Mr|

I am writing in response to your April 30th communi-
cation requesting a Civil Rights investigation into the incident
involving Rodney King and officers of the Los Angeles Police
Department.

Shortly after this incident, the FBI initiated a
preliminary Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed
in a pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial.
Following the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation
was initiated and is currently ongoing. The results will be
provided to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
which has the final authority regarding Federal prosecutive
action in civil rights matters.

We appreciate your interest in writing.

Sincerely yours,

bé
b7C

Inspector 1n charge
Office of Public Affairs

LT

. -
ARV U

»&’ fhed

FBI — LOS ANGELES
!




. | o
QQM ﬂ/[ﬁd}%/ fj.{_{/l’{j W; ff |

‘f /p e //”f Cpm///‘ Jov dve 7

/}@/f 2/ Z/#%% o) Coo il

(Dﬁf& j//?/«ﬂ/f//

b6

:f////% . Z// oo 7

b7C |




e

May 18, 1992

Mr-l bé

b7C

Riverdale, New YOrk 0463

Dear Mr.

I am writing in response to your May lst letter con-
cerning the FBI's Civil Rights investigation into the incident
involving Rodney King and officers of the Los Angeles Police
Department.

Shortly after this incident, the FBI initiated a
preliminary Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed
in a pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial.
Following the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation
was initiated and is currently ongoing. The results will be
provided to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
which has the final authority regarding Federal prosecutive
action in civil rights matters.

We appreciate your interest in writing.

Sincerely yours,

bé
b7C

Inspector 1n ‘Charge
Office of Public Affairs

lj- Los Angeles - Enclosure
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Riverdale, N.Y. 10463

—
May 1, 1992
William Sessions, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Sessions:

This letter is written to express my grave concern over ix
the aquittal of the four Los Angeles police officers who beat
Rodney G. King. '

In my opinion it seems appropriate for your bureau to
continue and complete your investigation and to ensure that
the laws and justice are upheld in this case. :

1

Sincerely,




May 19, 1992

| b6

-

San Antonio, Texas 78211-

Dear Mr.[ |

I am writing in response to your May 3rd correspond-
ence about the incident involving Rodney King and officers of the
Los Angeles Police Department and the rioting that took place
following the trial of the officers.

Shortly after this incident, the FBI initiated a pre-
liminary Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed in
a pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial.
Following the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation
was initiated and is currently ongoing. The results will be
provided to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
which has the final authority regarding Federal prosecutive
action in civil rights matters.

In addition, a joint Federal/State Task Force has been
formed to investigate and prosecute those involved in the riot-
related criminal activity in the Los Angeles area. Federal,
state, and local authorities will work together diligently and
expeditiously to identify and bring to justice those criminals
who terrorized communities throughout the area by acts of
violence and wanton destruction.

We appreciate your interest in writing, and we thank
you for sharing your thoughts with us.

Sincerely yours,

bé
b7C

Tnspector 1n Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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May 22, 1992

Mr. | b6
| b7c

Chico, California 95926

I am writing in response to your May lst letter
concerning the incident involving Rodney King and officers of
the Los Angeles Police Department.

Following this incident, the FBI initiated a pre-
liminary Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed in
a pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial.
After the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation
was initiated and is currently ongoing. The results will be
provided to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
which has the final authority regarding Federal prosecutive
action in civil rights matters.

We appreciate your interest in writing, and you may
be assured a thorough investigation is being conducted in this
matter.

bé
b7C

Inspector 1n Charge
Office of Public Affairs

(i:L Los Angeles - Enclosure
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May 22,1992

| b6

Ms. |
b7C

Springfield, Virginia 22152

Dear Ms.

I am writing in response to your May lst letter
concerning the incident involving Rodney King and officers of
the Los Angeles Police Department.

Following this incident, the FBI initiated a pre-
liminary Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed
in a pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial.
Following the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation
was initiated and is currently ongoing. The results will be
provided to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
which has the final authority regarding Federal prosecutive
action in civil rights matters.

We appreciate your interest in writing.

Sincerelv vours.

bé
b7C

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs
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Springfield, Virginia 22152 \/
May 1, 1992

William Sessions
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Mr. Sessions: .

The not guilty verdict rendered for the poiice officers in the Rodney
King case is a real travesty of justice. I have waiched television
coverage and read newspaper reports on the reasoning behind the verdict
and 1 still cannot comprehend how these officers can be found not guilty.

Those Jjurors who have spoken with the meaia say that there was other
evidence besides the viceo tape that thev had to consider in their
decision. However, these Jjurors have not discussed any concrete evidence
1o vindicate the officers of their harsh and crueil peating of Roaney
King.

Please explore and pursue an investigation of this case ana the vioiation
of Rocdney ¥Xing’s civii rights.

Sincerely,

bé
b7C

b6
b7C




May 22, 1992

Mr. | | b6
b7C

Chicago, Illinols 60626

Dear Mr.

I am writing in response to your April 30th letter
expressing your approval of the Civil Rights investigation
into the incident involving Rodney King and officers of the
Los Angeles Police Department.

Shortly after this incident, the FBI initiated a
prellmlnary Civil Rights 1nvest1gatlon. The case was placed
in a pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial.
Following the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation
was initiated and is currently ong01ng. The results will be
provided to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
which has the final authority regardlng Federal prosecutive
action in civil rights matters.

We appreciate your interest in writing, and we are
also glad that Inspector could assist you in b6
connection with your research inquiries. bic

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

@-— Los Angeles - Enclosure QL/A LA ll@@;@% Ea‘%
| sé;%uiﬁz&?o qu
| gi/ SR SR

FBi— 108 ANGk Lt !

b6
b7C




bé

(F07 O b7C

pai? 2 |

I I ., TO RN 7
é/;f/z%xmﬁ PPN

bé
b7C

7 Wiarr 6%~

%, ) 39 MK
s b
f%’ff 75»7////%

7 % %W/ %/% ey
. (7///;5/%///%/ ,/;///WM Lt

/ /%M /iy/f//’“/ﬂ/l 4 ” /{iz’////{% Y
//ﬂ/ / ////J/ Vg Y J7

Opts, === om, L/ // 5
%//M %/ M //W/% ////J///a/ / 74
e/ / 4 > J/
247 4 o oo /// 24
7 /.4//; 4% s /”’”’5 7 et
1 _;:'J A7 ﬂé’/ e
Bk 2 // e

/W///’/&/ = /»/7%///




May 26, 1992

IMs.| | Esc

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Dear Ms.

I am writing in response to your May lst letter con-
cerning the incident involving Rodney King and officers of the
Los Angeles Police Department.

Following this incident, the FBI initiated a prelim-
inary Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed in a
pending status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial. Upon
the conclusion of the trial, additional investigation was
initiated and is currently ongoing. The results will be provided
to the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice, which has
the final authority regarding Federal prosec¢utive action in civil
rights matters.

We appreciate your interest in writing.

_Sincexelv vours, -

b6
b7C

Inspector in Charge
Office of Public Affairs

(j)- Los Angeles - Enclosure

u#,f -LA- 1998 -E- 5]

L LT b
i Mot h

—~ms‘ b7C




B

@ @
May 1, 1992

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, DC

Re: Justice for all
Dear Sir:
I am appalled by the acquittal of the police officers who

brutally kicked, shocked with a stun gun, and clubbed Rodney
King in the course of arresting him. .

I am a white, 4l-year-old| | with two .
daughters, ages 7 and 10. When those police officers
brutalized King, they brutalized me, and they brutalized my
daughters. If there is no justice for King, then there is no
justice for me or for my daughters.

Please help heal this country’s wounds by defending justice
for all of our citizens.

Sincerely yours,

Cambridge, MA 02138 -

F——

bé
b7cC




May 29, 1992

Ms.| bé
| b7c

Kirkland, Washington 980331

Dear Ms.

I am writing in response to your May 1lth letter con-
cerning the incident involving Rodney Xing and officers of the
Los Angeles Police Department and the subsequent riots after the
trial of the police officers.

Following this incident, the FBI initiated a preliminary
Civil Rights investigation. The case was placed in a pending
status, awaiting the outcome of the local trial. Upon the
conclusion of the trial, additional investigation was initiated
and is currently ongoing. The results will be provided to the
Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice, which has the final
authority regarding Federal prosecutive action in civil rights
matters.

In addition, a joint Federal/State Task Force has
been formed to investigate and prosecute those involved in the
riot-related criminal activity in the Los Angeles area. Fed-
eral, state, and local authorities will work diligently and
expeditiously together to identify and bring to justice those
criminals who terrorized communities throughout the area by acts
of violence and wanton destruction.

With regard to your request for help in obtaining a
copy of the instructions given to the jury in the trial of the
four police officers, you may wish to write to the Simi Valley
Courthouse, 3200 Cochran Street, Simi Valley, California 93065,
for possible assistance.

We appreciate your interest in writing.

Py e |

bé
b7C

Inspector in Chargebfk/ﬁ (A- \\QQS%«
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Investigations

Director
Pennsylvania
20535

Federal Bureau of
William Sessions,
Tenth Street and

Washington, pC

Dear Mr. Sessions:

I am appalled by th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>