


O 0 o

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

STk Seattle, Washington
In Reply, ‘Il’lfase Refer to March 2, 1966
File No.

RE: RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY

By memorandum dated February 21, 1966, this
office furnished information concerning comedian DICK
GREGORY, who was arrested on two counts of illegal 'net
fishing on the Nisqually River, near Qlympia, Washington.

"The Seattle Daily Times", a newspaper published
in Seattle, Washington, on March 2, 1966, contained an
article entitled, "GREGORY RE-ARRESTED IN FISH PROTEST",
which states:

"DICK GREGORY, Negro comedian, was released from
the Thurston County jail this morning after posting $1,000
bail on a charge of illegal net fishing in the Nisqually
River.

"GREGORY took part in a’demonstration by Indians
against the state's fish-conservation regulations.

"At the time of his arrest, GREGORY was free on
$500 bond on an earlier fishing violation.

"The trial on both charges was set for May 23. :

"Warrants for two Indians who participated in
the same demonstration were issued yesterday, The Indians
are ALVIN BRIDGES and HERMAN JOHNS. Bench warrants also
were issued in Pierce County for BRIDGES and JOHNS and two
other Indians, LEWIS SQUALLY and LEONARD SQUALLY, brothers, w.
.charging them with failure to appear in court on charges
resulting from an earlier net-fishing incident.

- "GREGORY DID NOT resist arrest.. However, JANET ~
McCLOUD and her sister-in-law, EDITH McCLOUD, both Indians,
protested so violently they were arrested.
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"Mrs SGREGORY., who was arrested two weeks ago with
her husband and was released on $500, was present but did
not take pant in the demonstration.

"Four Muckleshoot Indians, SHERMAN DOMINICK, LARRY
MAURICE, and CECIL and ROBERT MOSES were to be cited in King
County Superior Court for violating an order barring Indians
from- fishing in the Green River off their reservation."

Various news media, subsequently on March 2, 1966,
carried news items indicating that DICK GREGORY had been
freed from the Thurston County Jail on $1,000.00 bond and had
returned to Chicago with his wife, LILLIAN.. They further
indicated that GREGORY had apparently caught a bad case of
the flu, was feeling "miserable" and said he wanted to see
his doctor at home (Chicago, Jllinois).
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Dick has the fools,

"uses them

o ne of the best acts to hit Van-.
Ocouver In years was (chk
Gr‘egor?bpéésibly the best stand~
up, comedian in the U,S,A, His

; audience at the Cavo-(where ho
appeared from January 19 to*29)
roared at this one: *I like the
way you treat your Negroes.in
Vancouver—all six of them,”

)

skilfully

one can say that.fame and wealth-
have corrupted this fine artist,
He has given:$2 million to the.
civil rights movement,

Referring’to his popular book.
called “Nigger,” he -brought the:
house down when -he said- “My
ambition is to put 7a nigger in

i every Amerlcan home.

It's a pity he didn’t appear at
the Queon Elzabeth Theatre in-
stead of a cabaret, because this

+ cat has a message for everybodyi~

: Gmgory is very active in the
Negro struggle for civil rights

¢« and has +been "jatled more than
1ifty times,. ) ;

* *As a Negro, he has known
poverty and discrimination,. He

" 18 an artigt with a-social mes-
sage.. Where other people make
speeches for civil rights and
peace, which 1s necessary, Greg-
oryuses the caustic wit, ridicule
and bitter-sweet irony of afirst-
rate comedian,

Gregory has been on civil rights -

picket lines in many U.S, cities
and suffered 'a gunshot wound in
the Los Angeles riots last year,
riots provoked by police violence
against Negroes,

He is currently considering
‘offering himself as a candidate
‘for the mayor’s oftice in Chicago,
{)n a civil rights platform, No

+

Like most good comediaiis, his *
dlalogue is topicatl, includingi
L:B.J/3 foreign policy (whlch he :
ridicules), thé Ecumenical Cown~ !
cil, the need to récognize Chlna,
Birmingham; birth control, space-

-exploration and local Issues,

Referring to the heavy snow
we had in Vancouver, he saidthat
friends had phoned his hotel to
apologize, *There'’s, no need to
apologize, Snow {s the only.white
thing I can walk over!”

There's a picture book on sale ¢
at the Co-op Bookstore, 341 West
Pender, Vancouver, called *Dick
Gregory; What’s Happening?”® It
contains acollection ofGregory’s
best jokes, illustrated by some
very amusing photographs,.

Gregory, himself, posed in
costume for most of the photos.:
It's well worth $2,35, For ex-"

ample: “Sheriff, why do you want -

to waste tear gas on us? We got
enough to cry about already!” ’
~Jack Philli}yf
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‘How do you tell’a group of people that'a guy burns' ‘a
draft card and in five days you're gonna have a “dandy
draft card burning, but you can lynch my grandma, and
the government can't get involved. I'm telling you - - you
think moxe of a plece of” cardboard than my gnndma.
and you're gonna be in trouble. A hundred years we" ve
been trying to gct an anti-Jynching deal, but wc can't,

Actually, what it amounts to is a bunch'of white col- .
lege kids having some fun. The best- thing for them to
do, would'be not to burn a lot of draft cards ‘cause they'd
get in a lot of trouble. They can bomb a Nezro church
and the government can't get involved.

BOTTOMORE: Yes, but do you think burning draft
cards is a good thing? .

GREGORY: Well, the fact is. it s a legitimate pro.
‘ test. All they are trying to say is, it's a new day now,
These kids have watched war, they're not hungry any

~more, The ones that make the best army are the
hungry ones, and Americans are not hungry.

BOTTOMORE: There are so many things happening
in the States now, the Negzro revolt, the students® act-

GREGORY: I would cefinitely say sa.

-BOTTOMORE: Sometimes people get” more honest

. When they are under pressure,

GREGORY: Well, like I say, it's hmded that way.

. It's just one lie after another. You take v'iiat happen-
ed in Panann. A Panamanian came out and tore up the
American flag, and they have yet to call him 2 hood-

. Jum. People do everylhing around the world in the namé

of freedom, 'and the black man do. the s'une thlng in-
America, and gct called 2’ hoodlum,

BOTTOMORE: Yes, but’if it did turn into something
- different, -would. it t2 more’ like socialism?".1° méan
for everybody, not jusl the Negro, - ~

got soldiers cnough for that.- Then you bun~ the mar.-
ines back from Viet Nam, which might not'be a bad idea,
BOTTO MORE: 1 think<that's true.‘when I was in (hi-

cago at the end of August.there was a domonstrahon
next door. *

GREGORY: We.all came out because you allwas there.

BOT‘I‘OMORE I was interviewed by the press, They
were’ frightened to death about the negro.problem and
they said condxiions w ere the.samie in Gucago as in Los
Angeles, -

GREGORY: Worse. JMuch more biitc( They' nght
harder in Chicago. Watts is justifxed by ‘the American
. Declaration of Independonce.” Watts is .1 good American

GREGORY: Nobody knows. If we can make the con- ‘tradition. but basically it is a _materialistic thm"

stitution work right. it will have worldwide.implica
tions. If we can't make ft work right there will be tre-
mendous  trouble. We're not trying to pass laws in
America to make. people like ecach other. We're just
trying to pass laws -to adjust social behaviour. This -
is all. You don't have to love me, We have to pass a

law, so that you. can't lynch me if vou don't like me, -J

You ask me what turn it's going to take, I'1l tel}
you, as I see it now, it's very bad,

BOTTOMORE: .Do you think the ideas of the rest of
the world have much influence. .

GREGORY; Yes. We didn't get Tivil rights logis-
‘ation out of the goodness of America's heart, but you
‘get out in the strect and disrupt the peace and the whole
world knows about it. - } .

The African countries had more than that. They made
a tremendous difference, It's something to have them
take $10.000,000 a day while you're lynching negroes in
Mississippi.

The guy who can't atford ten ioaves of bread.is a pat-
riot. He's got to be ‘cause he's got no money to hoard..
The white man relaxes because we'ré only ten per-
cent of the popuiation. and he can never realize ilnl ten’

percent can desiroy T socxeiy ) . -7
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ivities, Can these things change society make ft bet-. It's the same situation.in Canadq. All Canada would : 5:
ter altogether? have to do to become a world power is to straighten L i Ly B
GREGORY: Rome didn’t change, Rome fell, , up the Indian problem, the French problém and the Jew- m At “‘f“- W e« g
BOTTOMORE: Rome fell, but other countries didn't. - ish problem. D :,:/r:; ‘:’.‘;‘*: l” g R Yoy 8
There was the French revolution. Ghandi made India a world power by being anice } <HT & e g P, .
GREGORY:'When a country gels too strong for youto guy, In the case of Canada. being this close to Amer- F "s_' Yoy \)\ . {y“ . 3
~Iun your own government, you burn it -down, butin jea, if she could only solve her social problems, she® } /”». s ! : *
America you're not about to outdo the Army, the Navy, would set an example; 5 ~ // ‘1 . X T g ~
the Airforce, all the missiles, the State Police, the  Canada makes the same mistake with, her probloms ' :, N T Pl T
Local Police, the FBI, the CIA, as we've made in the Northern States. We keep dump- it e ‘ #
You sce, In America, if we could.have a revolution, ing it on Mississippi, And the same thing will happen | d ff":‘ g )
0 we'd ask the guy, and we'd say, look this is what we're in Canada as happened in the States. As the South i L J . 3 :
going to do. But we aren't about to go downtown and take starts cor recting her problem, what can the North put : R
anything away from that man, so you c1n't get Eroups the blame on? So everybody forgets about the problems - "\\’:2 A l " .
of people together, in the North, and they are far more frightening than in O r
When you have something spontancous, then il takes on. the South. . 22 AN iy et i
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In conjunctioq with a Student executive Council spon-
sored luncheon .and tour of the University. the "PEAK"

© arranged an finterview with Dick Gregory and Dr. _

Bottomore. >Dr.” Bottomore, head of the P.S.A. dept.,
who is just having a book on .classes published in the-’
States, had a pumber of pertinent questions to put to’
Gregory. . .
Gregory, oné of the most controversial comedians
. on the .\merican night club scene, has participated in
Loycotts, sit-ir’s. stall.ins, marches and Freedom Rides
- throughout the ‘United States. He is credited in *"Play-
* boy" as becoga ng the first negro comedian to break
into the big l
tertainer of T
even his physical well:being - to the cause of racial
cquality. i

ny color to commit his fame and fortune,«

Dr. Bottomdre. I'm” interested In Marxism and Class-
ism. I don't }.nov' the United States well, but the Negro
revolt seems‘to me to be one of the most hopeful things
happening fn America, What do you think’ wiil be the
outcome of it?

Gregory: Ij can't sSee anylhing but mass destruction,

Temonstratidhs wake up people, but they don't solve
the problem.]WVhat's happening inAmerica it seemsto me
iIs that we gjve an examination and find out that there's
*cancer, but the doctor keeps telling us it's a headache,
which is whit you want- to hear, but you are gonna die.
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the same pattern as tornadogs and efrthquakes. You The white man In the South Is-honest, but in the North H
never know liow much they're going to dpstroy. America je lies. In the Scuth the Nrgro has learned to live wilh, i g
would be better off with 20 people in 20 Wifferent cities. §t, The northern Negro Is bothered by the South, He A
Then they weuld have somebody to blame it on, sees-his southern brother standing there being lynched ’ N
Try to blame it on the communists |like Billy Gra-" and he learns to resent him too, . ¢ s ef
ham. There aren't enovgh commnunists in the world to- Al T can say about the North, if they don't make dras. AR .
stand on ever) corner in the Negro gh ctto 'm(l \nit for u(- 20w 3 ;
changes there'll be 20 Watts this summer. Watts : e
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TO: -  DIRECTOR, FBI . R |

FROM: ‘SAC, CHICAGO (1§%?347)

SUBJECT: RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY
RM

Enclosed for the Bureauw are eight copiés of a //l
letterhead nemorandum - relatlng to captioned individual.
‘Thesé enclosures are being furnished: to the Bureau for
:Lnformatlon purposes and are not belng d:Lssem:Lnated 1ocally
inasmuch as GREGORY's conviction has received cons:Lderable
attéention through the local news medla. Ea

The Chicago Division will follow GREGORY's
appeal and sentencing scheduled for 5/2/66 and pertinent
information relating to him will bé furnished to the
Bureau. - .
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UNITE@STATES DEPARTMENT OF J@TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer o Chicago, Illinois

File No.

HEREIN
DATE /

157-347 April 25, 1966

.-~ RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY
RACIAL MATTERS

- -~ o

Y The * Chlcago Tr1bune a Chicago daily newspaper,
for April 21, 1966, carried an article captioned "Gregory
Asks. To Be Trled In U.QS Court,!" .

) Thls article in summary states that Dick Gregory,
Comedian -and civil .rights agltator asserted that Negroes
are ‘being excluded.from the jury in his trial in- criminal
court and because .0of~this he could not get a fair trial.
These allegatlons ‘Were made in a petition filed with the
clerk of the Federal District Court asking the TFederal
‘court to take jurisdiction in this case. Gregory in this
petition assertedrecd ‘his constitutional and civil rights
were being denied him,

The article .in conclusion points out that Gregory
is scheduled to go on trial in Municipal Court on charges

of re51st1ng arrest and battery. These charges stem from
his arrest on. June- 11, 1965, while leading -2 demonstration .- . . -

in Chicago, Illinois. Gregory's petition for a change of
venue to the Federal Court was assigned. to Judge Bernard M. Decker
for a hearing.

“The Chlcago ‘Daily News; a Chicago daily
newspaper, “for April 23, 1966, conta;ned an artlcle captloned
"Gregory's Lawyer Plannlng Appeal "

This article in summary states that Mrs, Jean Williams,.
Lawyer. for Dick Gregory, was. preparing an appeal from his
conviction on charges of battery and res1sting arrest. The
article indicates that a jury in circuit court on April
22, 1966, found Gregory guilty of the charges stemming from
hlS arrest on June 11, 1965, during a march protesting the
admlnlstratlon of school superlntendent Benaamln C. Willis., =~

. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

S CLASSIFI
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RE: RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY

-

Atfofhey Williams declined to enlarge on her appeal
but indicated she was calling out of town experts on Jury
Selection and constitutional law to.aid her. She contended

that Gregory's trial in circuit court violated his civil
rights, ’

, 4 The article indicates that a%¥éGrégory's trial

policemen and other witnesses -testified Gregory kicked

police officers as they carried him into a squadrol,
Magistrate Maurice W. Lee, who presided at Gregory's

trial, set May 2 as the date for sentencing Gregory.

. This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of’ the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your' agency;
it and its contentS are not to be distributed. outside your
agency.. ‘ '
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FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (lgi-szy’?)

SUBJECT: RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY

RM )
Tex Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of an
II LHM relatlng to a speech given by GREGORY at Denison
University in Granville, Ohio on March 6, 1966.

This letterhead is belng fuirnishéd to the
Bureau for information purposes and is not being designated
locally in Chicago, Illinois.

%Q?’“ /00’

N 29.\966
- SURE |
(;g)— Bureau (Enc. S)JQEQQégéka* !
Chlcago '
fﬂ Vs Sl A /4 /

._,.. -

i ?i{g%}zzgji T;zz/,zzm/m}/f"‘é/
z/z/af/ -7

o~ o

Sent .M Per




¥

UNITE@STATES,, DEPARTMENT OF JQTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU .OF INVESTIGATION
Chicago, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. April 27, 1966

RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY
RACIAL MATTERS

"The Denisonian," the weekly publication of
Denison University, Granville, Ohio, for March 11, 1966,
carried an article entitled “Gregory: Vivid Image of Protest;"
This article, in sunimary, states that Negro comedlan, Dick
Gregory, spoke before a crowd of 1, 200 people in L1V1ngston
Gymnasium at Denison University on March 6, 1966, Gregoxy's
speech was sponsored by the Celebrlty Lecture Series.

“ -

- “Gregory, during his speech, stated that the *“'laws
. of nature!. dictated Negro uprisings and that “criminal conditions,
not criminal people® ¥ere responsible £or race organizations
rlotlng ‘and looting.in the Watt's section of Los Angelesq
Gradual educatidn, according to Gregory, is not the ahswer to
the present-racial crisesyd Gregory stated that man is born with
‘all the education he needs to realize he has the right to live

in dignity.
§\\ ’ Gregory in his Speech predicted a racial uprising
y,h,q in Chicago statlng "Chlcago s gonna bust this summer, When it
‘“¢§ does, it's gonna make Watts look like a picnic for the Pope,
Gregory implied that conditions in the Windy City were largely
due to inequities felt under the regime of present Mayor,
Richard J. Daley, whom Gregory will oppose on an independent

Py
g b\ ticket in the November elections.
~{ () -
<¢
ES#’ " Gregory in his speech dréw a parallel between the
SH 155 grip of the Ku Klux Klan in the South ahd the close association
2 of many noithern city political machines and underworld.
§ 3 syndicates.
O
=
gﬁb Gregory at the concluS1on of his speech outlined
gmw his campaign plans for the Chicago Mayoral racey He indicated
E_\, he expected to pool 90% of the Negro votes and 30% of the white
85 votes in Chicago, He indicated that by doing this he will be
ﬂﬁﬁé able to break-the Daley machine-in Chicago., - - —— - —- — ——
B <
=EA, This document contains neither recommendations noxr
1 It is the

coinclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed

outside your agency,
T s 0044133 G
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Transmit the following in

~ENG,
APPROPRIA = G
ATRTEL pyp AIELD O

Via : et
e e\ BY

Y OATE_—

e : DIRECTOR, FBI

»

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (157-NEW)

SUBJECT; ATHNAMED Gx%ozw /DED: BY \\
> sl / ~ VS Jip fot .
: ."" "RYCHARD CLAXTON GREGORY, " B”j’(‘g‘“‘“ S o : : -
SPONSORENG PEACE RALLIES, & N
CHYCAGO, ILLINOIS ,
RACYAL HATTER

157-831
157-675 Lcaxazzs-csmw-ha,)

157366 {YOEYE& GAI\!G“‘ ~ CHICAGO AREA)

SEC/can 5 / 0 V) ’U(\.H)\_Hﬁ, -

{18) - el
‘ v}‘ﬁ*‘“ 0% BECORDED

183 APR 18 1935
; W
54}\!’3 2198& / 2 (1

- [+ uula‘ '.un.v..‘ tam Ohamvcem

— &
Re Chicago teletype and a:.rtel with LEM, dated 4/1/66 f
2ll captzoned "“’@SSIBL“ RACIAL VIOLENCE HAJGR URBAN AR.‘AS" E ‘
& l‘ R ".)4
,,nclosed herewitb are oight copies of a. LHY pertaining =
to the above captioned peace rallies, * 1®
e " ‘ [
Thvs ‘inforuation 18 ‘being furnisheéd to the Bureau 1O -
for information purposes. .
. ‘ S5,
£D- Bureau (Enc. 3)Bﬁ@P;OSURB Bgency G2 ON; OSI, CRD
12 -~ ‘Chicago APR I 5 1955 -
1 - : : b7D
1 - 157-849 Date Foiy.:. ) . -
1 - 157-350 : f
1 - 157-413
K 1} - 337-347 (RICHARD Gmc-mv;
? 157-303 {ACT)
1 100-34347 )
1 100-42542
l
1
1

hl!ll':ll




CG 157~
Sources mnentioned in eaclosed LHU are:
1) °| | 3) .
" Liaison Scurce 1 _ | Inteliigence Uni
(First Source) Chicago Police Department,
K'im i to SA VINCENT L. INSERRA
2) | | .
CS - R -
(Second Source) R

Chicago Wlll follow and keep the Bureau advised.
Chicago:will also canvass criminal informants. re
association: between GREGORY andl |, ‘mentioned
in enclosed LHH.

Y

Copies of attached LHH are being furnished to the
office of the United States Attorney, U.S, Secret Service
and Region I, 113th INTC Group.

b6
. bicC
N

b6 .
b7cC




