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To: Minneapolis From: Minneapolis
Re: 194A-MP-NEW, 05/02/2012
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From all of the aforementioned information contained in
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To: Minneapolis From: Minneapolis
Re: 194A-MP-NEW, 05/02/2012.

| this matter

is considered a Sensitive Investigative Matter (SIM).
Minneapolis Division CDC| | has reviewed this information
and concurs with it's opening.
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Re: 194A-MP-NEW, 05/02/2012
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Date of transcription 04 /26/2012

| | white male, te of birth (DOB g
[Socizal Securitv Number (SSN) | |

| telephone number | [ b6
| was interviewed at his residence. Also participating in p7C
the interview was b7D
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nature of the interview,| |voluntarily provided the
following information:
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File # 194A-MP-74612 — Date dictated 04/26/2012 b6

b)&jﬁ 117tam01. 302 b7

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:| | Action Date: 07/25/2013 bé
b7C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
4 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:l | Action Date: 07/25/2013 zg
C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
5 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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) UNCLASSIFIED R S

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) Request to travel to Indianapolis Date: 09/06/2012
Division.

To: INDIANAPOLIS (SAC)

From: MINNEAPOLIS
Contact: | b6
b7C

Approved By: | |

Drafted By: | |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
Synopsis: (U) Request to travel to Indianapolis Division.
b7E
Details:
bé
b7C
b7E
SA| |of the Bloomington RA has assisted writer in :SC
determining that| [1isted bTE
above.
b7E

UNCLASSIFIED &/{,{d 0




UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) Request to travel to Indianapolis Division.
Re: 194A-MP-74612, 09/06/2012

| |are not easily communicated in a lead,

writer plans to travel to the Indianapolis Division during the week of

bé
| to attempt to locate and interview b7¢
Therefore, Minneapolis Division requests concurrence of SAC b7E

Indianapolis with travel of SA[::::::]to Indianapolis.

LA 4

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form Type: OTHER

Import Form

Date: 01/11/2013

b7D

Title:(U)l | b7E

Approved By: SSRAl | -
b6
b7C

Drafted By: I I

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Synopsis: (U) | b7D

| b7E

L X 4
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

Form Type: OTHER Date: 01/11/2013
Title: (U) | | b7D
b7E
Approved By: SSRAI |
b6
Drafted By: b7C
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
Synopsis: (U) b7D
b7E
*
UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial NMoved to Another Case

Action Performed By:| | Action Date: 07/25/2013

Original Form Type: FD-302

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
9 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:l | Action Date: 07/25/2013 b6

b7C

Original Form Type: FD-302

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
10 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:l | Action Date: 07/25/2013

b7C
Original Form Type: FD-302

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing)i TRANSFER SERIAL
11 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By: | | Action Date: 07/25/2013 b6
b7C

Original Form Type: FD-302

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
12 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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FD-1036 (Rev. 10-16-2009)

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

Form Type: OTHER Date: 02/28/2013

Title: (U) FGJ Subpoena forl b3

Approved By: SSRA | | ] b6
b7C

Drafted By: | |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Synopsis: (U) GJ Subpoena for b3

L &

- Serigd 15
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01/14/2013 14:47 FAX 6053304410 US ATTORNEY > FBI ABERDEEN

2002/008
Anitedy States Pigtrict Court
DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA
TO:
2012R00460-03
SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY b3
BEFORE GRAND JURY
SUBPOQENA, FOR;

O PERSON T{ DOCUMENTS OR OBIJECT(S)

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear and testify before the Grand Jury of the United States
District Court at the place, date, and time specified below.

PLACE: DATE AND TIME:
United States Courthouse '
400 South Phillips Avenue b3
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 | |

YOU ARE ALSO COMMANDED to bring with you the following document(s) or object(s):

SEE ATTACHMENT.

O Please see additional information on reverse.

This subpoena shall remain in effect until you are granted leave to depart by the Court or by an officer acting on
behalf of the Court.

CLERK: DATE;
JOSEPH HAAS
(BY) Do
b3
b6
This subpoena is issued upon application of the N OF ASSISTANT U8, ATTORNEY . | b7C
United States of America. 325 South First Avenue, Suite 300
—




FD-1036 (Rev. 10-16-2009) ]
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Document pastidpants have digialy sgned.
33 Al signatures have been verisd by &

> OFFIciaL._REcoRD
% 2 i certfed FBI i‘ormation system.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

Form Type: OTHER Date: 02/28/2013

Title: (U) Interview of | |

Approved By: SSRAl |

Drafted By: | |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
Synopsis: (U) Telephonic Interview ofl

L 4 4

Srid 15

UNCLASSIFIED
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b7C

bé
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FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10)

£00%%, OFpiciaL_REcoRD
3 #9553 Dociznent participents have dighal'y sgnad

SR NP3 M donsturer havs been venfied by &
2 certfed FBI in'omation system

. » 203
TR

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) Case to be presented| | pate: 03/01/2013 b3

From: MINNEAPOLIS

MP-SD-2
Contact:
b6
Approved By: b7C
Drafted By:
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
Synopsis: (U) Case to be presented b3
b7E
Details:
b3
b6
b7C
b7E
b7E

*
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SR Documant partcipents have dig taly sgned

-1 of 3-
FD-302 (RCV. 5-8-10) 2 th. wu:éua have rﬂea verad by 8.
2 %5 ed FBI information Systew

72, OFFICIAL REc_qapJ

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. Date of entry 02/12/2013
| | white male.| I
| | date of birth (DOB) | | Social
Security Number (SSN)
| | telephone number | | was interviewed at his
employment,l | Also b6
participating ih the interview was]| p7C

| After being advised of the

identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview{:::::::]
provided the following information:

b6
b7C
b6
b7C
Investigation on | | at (In Person)
File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted 01/11/2013 b6
b7C
by I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
Oerin) [T




R Docirmont parkepents have GGty sgnad.
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FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10) -1 of 3-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 03/26/2013

was interviewed at his office inl

| Also present during the interview was b6
b7C

Also participating in this interview was | i |

| | After being advised of the

identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview,
provided the following information:

bé
b7C

bé
b7C

bé
b7C

Investigation on | | at (In Person)

File # 194A-MP-74612

b6
03/26/2013
Date drafted /26/ B7C

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
Serigh 1§
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:l | Action Date: 07/25/2013

Original Form Type: EC (FD-1057)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
19 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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FD-1036 (Rev. 10-16-2009)

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form Type: OTHER

Import Form

Title: (U) |

Approved By: SSRAl

Drafted By: I

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612

(U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Synopsis: (U) |

*

UNCLASSIFIED

Date: 05/06/2013

Swrieh 20

b7E

bé
b7C

b7E
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UNCLASSIFIED

OrriciaL._Recorp
Documant participants have digally sgned.
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& certfed FBj information System,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form Type: EMAIL

Title: (U) | |

Import Form

Approved By: SSRA |

Drafted By: |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612

(U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Synopsis: (U)l

*

UNCLASSIFIED

Date: 05/06/2013

b7E

bé
b7cC

b7E
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form Type: OTHER

Import Form

Date: 05/16/2013

*

UNCLASSIFIED

- b7E

Title: (U) | |

Approved By: SSAl I b6
b7C

Drafted By:|

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Synopsis:  (U)] b6
b7C
b7E
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By: | | Action Date: 07/25/2013

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
24 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:l | Action Date: 07/25/2013 b6
b7C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B~MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
25 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial VMioved to Another Case

bé
Action Performed By:l I Action Date: 07/25/2013 b7C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
26 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial NMioved to Another Case

bé

Action Performed ‘By:I I Action Date: 07/25/2013 b7C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B~-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
27 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By: | | Action Date: 07/25/2013 bé
: b7C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incorrect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
28 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By: | | Action Date: 07/25/2013 b6
b7C

Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)

From Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
To Case ID #: 318B-MP-2915757

Justification: Move to another case (Incoirect Filing): TRANSFER SERIAL
29 FROM 194A-MP-74612 INTO 318B-MP-2915757
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Serial Moved to Another Case

Action Performed By:| | Action Date: 07/25/2013
Original Form Type: OTHER (Import)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 06/24/2013

| | white male, date of birth (DOB)I ISocial

Security Number (SSN)I

|telephohe number] |was interviewed atI
| Also participating in the interview was

Also
|was advised that

b6
b7C

present during the interview wasl
the interview was completely voluntary. After being advised of the
identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview,
provided information which was fully recorded on a digital
recorder ofl was advised that the
interview would be recorded and agreed to it's recording. Refer to this
recording and it's transcript for any details related to this ipterview.

Swrial 34

United States (In Person) b6
06/24/2013 b7C

Investigation on | at

File # 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted

by |
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date of entry 06/24/2013

| |white female, date of birth (DOB)| | social
Security Number (SSN)l
| | was interviewed
at | I

| Also participating in the interview was] b6
b7C

| Also present
during the interview was| Itelephone number

|was advised that the
interview was completely voluntary. After being advised of the identity of
the interviewing agents and the nature of the interviewJ |provided
information which was fully recorded on a digital recorder ofl

|were advised that the interview would be

recorded and agreed to its recording. Refer to this recording and its
transcript for any detaills related to this interview.
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mwmgmmnmil Iatl United States (In Person)

File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted 06/24/2013 b6

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date of entry 06/24/2013

| | white male, date of birth (DOB)] | social Security
Number (SSN)I

| was interviewed atl
| Also participating in

the interview was |
| Also present during the interview wasl
|telephone number
was advised that the interview was completely voluntary. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview,l |provided information which was fully recorded on a
digital recorder ofl were
advised that the interview would be recorded and agreed to it's recording.
Refer to this recording and it's transcript for any details related to
this interview.

Seriad 3o

|United States (In Person)

Investigation on |at I

File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted  06/24/2013

by I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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(MP) (FBI)

From: [ fwp)FB) b6
Sent: :52 PM b7C
To: (MP) (FBI)
Cc: {(MP)(FBI)
Subject: 194E Case --- UNCLASSIFIED
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
|
b6
| b7C
b7D
Stloux Falls, South Dakoeta =RA
, b6
Office:| | b7C
Blackberry |

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
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Claggification: UNCLASSIFIED
b6
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From:| KMP)(FBI)
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2013 10:27 AM b6
To:IjI(MP) (FBL);| | (M) (FBI) b7C
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Clasgification: UNCLASSIFIED
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b7E
From: [(MP) (FBI) bé
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2013 10:23 AM b7cC
To: (MP) (FBI)
Cc: [(MP)(FBI)
Subject: Question --- UNCLASSIFIED
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
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Sloux Falls, South Dakota RA b6
Office| | b7c
Blackberry{ |
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Details:
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JIM FLAﬁAGAN: Yeah, and—

TED MILLER: Now one of the things that I‘ve heard ?s that, you know, thé
plant that you wéntéd to start, Dennis, was going to process a certaiﬁ amount
of head per day to be efficient, be productive. But from what I understand
the State wanted it much bigger?

DENNIS HELLWIG: Nd.

TED MILLER:

No? Okay.

NORG SANDERSO?; The State couldn’t know. They couldn’t figure out a beef
plant if you asked them.

JIM FLANAGAN: They just wanted Certified Beef done.

NORG SANDERSON: They jusE wanted a processing plant, but they wantedrto be a
part of it. - :

'JIM FLANAGAN: Right.

NORG SANDERSON: You know what I mean? ..

JIM FLANAGAN: Okay. NOW..

NORG SANDERSON: This is political, this is all political. It's got nothing to
do with wmoney oxr it‘s got—

JIM FLANAGAN: And that’s exactly what I want to get into is the nature of the
thing. So I'm not talking about—I want to know about you, did you have any
specific conversations with Benda about this stuff?

NORG SANDERSON: No.

JIM FLANAGAN: No. Just when you were atteﬁding one with pennis and the

conversation—

NORG SANDERSON: Yeah.

Norg Sanderson interview 6-21-13 - 13
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Enited States Wistrict Court

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

TO:

. SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY
BEFORE GRAND JURY

b3

SUBPOENA FOR:
0 PERSON %( DOCUMENTS OR OBJECT(S)

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear and testify before the Grand Jury of the United States
District Court at the place, date, and time specified below.

PLACE:

. DATE AND TIME:
United States Courthouse
225 South Pietre Street | I b3
Pierre, SD
YOU ARE ALSO COMMANDED to bring with you the following document(s) or object(s):
| b3
b6
b7C
O Please see additional information on reverse.
This subpoena shall remain in effect until you are granted leave to départ by the Court or by an officer acting on
behalf of the Court:
CLERK: DATE:
JOSEPH HAAS [ 1
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK:
b3
b6
— b7C
This subpoena is issued upon application of the NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY
United States of America. | Public Integrity Section, US DOJ
1400 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20005
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication
Title: (U) EC documenting LHM to FBIHQ Date: 07/29/2013
To: D6-PCU

From: MINNEAPOLIS
MP-SD-2
Contact:l

Approved By: SSRAl |

Drafted By:l |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
This information is the property of the FBI and may be distributed to state;
tribal, or local government law enforcement officials with a need-to-know.
Further distribution without FBI authorization is prohibited. Precautions
should be taken to ensure this information is stored and/or destroyed in a
manner that precludes unauthorized access. .

Synopsis: (U) To advise FBIHQ of SIM and enclose LHM

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U) LHM

Details:

EEEEEE— |
| this matter was designated as a SIM. This EC is to disclose
the formal LHM for this |

UNCLASSIFIED

5&;’(&’ | 4
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UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) EC documenting LHM to FBIHQ
Re: 194A-MP-74612, 07/29/2013

The disclosure and sending of this LHM was a deviation and outside
Bureau guidelines, and corrective actions will be undertaken to be in
compliance for future SIMs.

*
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Synopsis: (U) Newspaper Articles related to NBPI from 07/20 -
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‘Monday, July 22, 2013

Branded-beefpmgram “

fails to meet expectations

Aberdeen’s Northern Beef Packers cited as part of pr.oble‘m

BY CHET BROKAW
Associated Press

PIERRE — Launched
with great hopes and fan-
fare eight years ago, the
South Dakota Certified
Beef program has so far
fallen short of its goal of
helping farmers and ranch-
ers sell state-branded beef
-as a premiur product
commanding higher pric-

es. .

. When then-Gov. Mike
Rounds persuaded the
2005 Legislature to create
the program, he envi-

* sioned a time when people
across the nation and
around the world would
choose to pay more for
steaks that carry a South
Dakota séal of approval.
He said codes on package
labels could let buyers
visit an Internet site to
track the meat’s origin,
following it from a calf’s
birth to a feedlot and then
a processor. ‘

But thadt hasn’t hap-
pened, largely because

. South Dakota hasn’t had a
meatpacking plant operat-
ing at a large scale that ‘

would make processing
economical, officials say.
They hope the long-
delayed Northern Beef
Packers plant in Aberdeen
will soon fill that void. -
In the first eight years
of the program, only
16,386 cattle — a tiny
slice of a state herd that
approaches 4 million head
~—have been enrolled by
farmers and ranchers.
Only 500 have made it-all

- the way through the pro-

gram to be sold as meat
from the prograin, mostly
just within South Dakota

- from cattle processed by

small custom meat lock-
ers. _

Rounds, now running
for the U.S. Senate, still
thinks the program will
succeed once the

- Aberdeen packing plant is

running at full speed and
more buyers demand veri-
fication of when and
where cattle are born.

“I think its time will
come,” Rounds said ear-

- Yier this month.

Todd Mortenson, a
Hayes rancher who is still

registered with the pro-
gram, recalled sky-high
expectations when the

program was launched.

“T keep hoping that™ -

. something will come of it,

that they’ll get it revived,”
Mortenson said. .
Mortenson and others,
including state Agricul- -
ture Secretary Lucas
Lentsch, said that will

- require developing a large-

scale packing plant in
South Dakota that can pro-
cess cattle economically.
Mortenson said selling a -
few cattle at a time
through the program isn’t
worth the effort because .
he needs to sell a truck-

- load of 50 cattle at a time

to make the Certified Beef

"program work financially.

Northern Beef Packers,

‘first proposed six years .

ago, is now operating in
Aberdeen but well short of
capacity. The plant laid off

-108 of its approximately

420 workers in April, cit- -
ing lack of money to buy .

and process high volumes
of cattle. The plaint at the

time was slaughtering

about 200 cattle a day; its
goal is up to 1,500 daily.

A.J. Mungér, director of
new business development
at the plant, said Northern
Beef Packers wants to .
work with the South

- Dakota Certified Beef pro-

gram. He said plant man-
agers hope fo reach capac-
ity soon. He declined to
talk about efforts to get.
additional financing to buy
more cattle.

Sarah Caslin, with the
state Agriculture Depart-
ment’s livestock market-
ing and development pro-
gram, said about 60
farmers and ranchers are
registered with the pro-
gram, with about 6,000 |
head of cattle currently
enrolled. The program
requires that cattle be

born, fed and processed in -
. South Dakota, and most

cattle now are shipped to
packers in Omaha or

Sioux City, Iowa, she said.

The Agriculture
Department spends about
$52,000 a year to run the

. program, with much of the

cost attribitted to a federal

the state’s ¢

audit of the grogram_ and
ecking of _
farmers and ranchers to
miake sure they follow the
rules, Caslin said. Part of
that cost is recovered from
the $100 annual fee paid
by producers and the 50-
cents-a-head fee to enroll

- each calf, she said..

To qualify as South
Dakota Certified Beef, the.
cattle have to be born in
the state, carry electronic
ear tags and be tracked
every time they are sold.
Before being slaughtered,
cattle have to be fed a
hiﬁh-starch diet or corn or -
other grain for at least 100

ays. -
. Caslin said other certifi-

cation programs have.

~ taken a long time to devel-

op.
“We're still in our bgll)f'

-steps. The producers sti

feel this isa good pro-
gram, and we're just going
to grow,” she said.

And even though little
meat has actually been
marketed in the program,
its tracking components
help some farmers and
ranchers sell to buyers
who demand to know
when and where cattle
were born, Caslin said. ,«é/
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cattle,” said Herman Schuma-
- cher, a producer who has fur-
mshed he plant with cattle.:

Debts mount as pro ductlon
slows at Northern Beef Packers
BY ]EFF NATALIE- LEES ‘
natalie-lees@aberdeennews.com ‘What happened? Northem
: - Beef Packers filed for Chap-
.. Northern Beef Packers has o1 11 bankruptcy, protecting
straggled with construction 4 &0 ts creditors until it
delays, lack of financing, envi- !
"ronmental fines and now can reor garize,
faces its latest setback: Chap-  Wbat’snext? An Aug, 8
ter 11 bankruptcy. deadline has been set for the
The plant; which beganto  plant to file documents with
slaughter cattle in Octobef, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court
has never been able to for the District of South
increase its production to - Dakota. A plan for reorgani-.
ac;w;vchteyre ;‘f‘i‘;olgs pa%ectggy zation must address the res- -
pacity o cattle a
. Nhile beet plant officials. olution of unpa1d btlls.
. will not comniment .on the
mlmbel‘ of cattle Slaughtered, Wlthout adequate cash
several workers in the plant*  ¢oming in, Northern Beef has
been any Catﬂe Slaughtered compaxly owes money to 277
for about three weeks. creditors locally, nationally °
. ‘T's been quite awhile *  and jn South Korea. Northern
since they have slaughtered

Beef filed for bankruptcy pro- S ARE]
-tection. Frlday aftemoon. e

Documents. Plant owes mﬂhons

'BY SCOTY WALTMAN
g

swaltman@aberdeennews.com

Northern Beef Packers -
owes money to 277 unse-
cured creditors, including .
more than $1 milliontoa

Ana, Calif.; $903,028 to the

. U.S, Treasury for payroll

taxes and $182,263 to the . -
City of Aberdeen for utility
bills, according to the court
documents.

Unsecured credxtors don’t

prime investor, according to * have any security or collat-

documents filed in federal
bankruptcy court.

Two new mechanics liens,
both modest, have also been.
filed against the beef process-
ing plant south of Aberdeen.

According to bankruptey
court documents, Northern
Beef Packers has estlmated
assets of more than $50 mil-

-lion, but less than $100 mil-
lion,.and éstimated liabilities

of between $10 million and’
$50 million,
The largest unsecured

-creditor is Oshik Song, gen-

eral partner, to whom $1.04
million is owed, according to-

% . bankruptcy paperwork.

The plant also owes $1.03
million to’ Hanul Law of Santa®

eral — anything to foreclose
On Or repossess. So they have
to, in essence, line up and"
hope they will eventually be
paid.

According to a voluntary
petition of bankruptcy filed
by the plant, it “estimated?.
that after any exempt prop- ,
erty is excluded and adminis-
trative expenses are paid,
there will be no funds avail-*
able for distribution to unse-

cured creditors.”
" . The nature of the debtsis - -

“primarily business related,”;

according to the petition.
Under federal law; when &

person or business files for 2

See Creditors, 84
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_. " Tuesday, July 23, 2013
e
GREDITORS

From 1A

bankruptcy: : ] AL 23D S :
 Creditors cannot try to £edocy dlege LOP 2050w S IR arnaim ) tE 12k M-
collect debts until abank- i larg SaCliTet ge B aﬁkﬁsm Aensalsorvie esﬁf s
ruptey judge grants them  § ; TR G e TNy TR
permission. -
W Pending legal action is
halted until the bank-
ruptcy court allows it to
proceed. T,
Northern Beef Packers
is involved in an unre-
solved civil Jawsuit with a
Huron contractor, Scott
Olson Digging, which filed
a $2.1 million mechanics
lien against Northern Beef
Packers. The plant has " -
sued the contractor, claim-
ing it overpaid and was
overcharged for dirtwork .
at the plant site. Scott
Olson Digging then coun-
tersued the beef plant.
Previously, the plant
had resolved dozens of
other mechanics liens that
had been filed against it.
The two new mechan-
ics liens against the beef . ’ .
-plant are from recent - er, according to lien paper- services, materialor - .- surer’s Office, it owes. -

" months. One, for $4,300,7  work filed at thé Brown.. ' . - machinery furnished, roughly $500,000,0n eight
was filed earlier this County Register of Deeds.’. according to the lien. .~ parcels of property. That.
month by Climate Makers  Office. The other, for The plant is also delin-  money was dug af the'end
of Hastings, Minn. It is for $2,819, was filedinMay - quent in paying its prop- of April, - LT
labor and materials by Diamond Vogel Paints  erty taxes. Accordingto *  Follow @ScottReports. .. -~
related to repairing aboil-  of Aberdeen. It’s for lIabor,  the Brown County Trea- on Twitter. - s, .. *.

-
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BANKRUPT

From1iA .

. Chapter 11 gives a com-
pany protection from its
creditors while it reorga-
nizes, said Rory King, the
attorney representing

. Northern Beef. A business
can continue to operate,
unlike under Chapter 7
bankruptcy, which -
involves liquidation of a

* company.

An Aug, 8 deadline has
been-set for the plant to
file a statistical summary,
a statement of financial
affairs and other docu- -
ments with the U.S, Bank-
ruptcy Court for the Dis-
trict of South Dakota,
according to court paper-
work.

_Ultimately, a plan for
reorganization must
address the resolution of
unpaid bills. The credi-
tors, Northern Beef and
the court will all have
some say in the restructur—
ing of debt. .

The plant’s most recent

3" financial difficulties came

to light April 25 when the
company laid off 108
workers. Northern Beef
CEO David Palmer said -
that the plant, south of
Aberdeen, needed to raise
about $20 million in work-
ing capital to buy and pro-
cess cattle.

Northern Beef was not
successful in raising all
the additional funding it
needed. Last week,
employees were told that
their paychecks would be
delayed because of finan-
cial difficulties.

“For the last several
months, we have been
workmg to secure a strate-

. gic equity investment to

move our business into
the next phase of produc-
tion,” Palmer said through
a news release Monday.
“Due to the size and
importarice of this invest-
ment, the process is taking
longer than what was orig-

-~ inally expected; At the
. same time, the beef pack-

ing mdustxy has been-
experiencing some of its.
worst processing margms

in recent decades, causing -

expected start-up costs to.
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be much higher than antic-

ipated. This has signifi- .

- cantly reduced our cash

position and is preventing
us from meetmg our cur-
rent obligations.” .
The beef plant is work-
ing with secured lenders
and interested parties to
formulate a restructuring
plan, Palmer said. Once
approved by the court, the
financing, along with cash
generated from any ongo-
ing business operations,
will be used to pay operat-

.ing expenses, he said.

Northern Beef officials
declined to answer ques-
tions about the timeline
for employee payment and
production numbers when
contacted by the American

. News. Contacted by phone

Monday, Oshik Song, gen-
eral partner of Notrthern

‘Beef, said he preferred to

let the written news
release explain the situa-
tion because of his English
speaking abilities. Song, a
South Korean business-
man who lives in Eden
Prairie, Minn., is the beef.
plant’s biggest investor.
The debts racked up by

the company affect many
companies as well as the
city of Aberdeen. -
Northern Beef owes
municipal utility bills of
$182,263, according to a
list of the 20 largest unse-
cured creditors included
in the U.S, Bankruptcy
Court documents. The
bills are for unpaid water

and wastewater treatment, .

said Lynn Lander, city
managet. The city will
require Northern Beef to
provide a surety in order
for: the city to continue to
provide service, he said.'
That surety must be set up
within approximately 20
days, he said.

“We need to wait and-
see how this works itself

‘out,” Mayor Mike Levsen

sa1d “The word ‘bankrupt-
¢y’ scares people, but for

businesses having difficul- -

ties, it is one option for »
them. Sometimes itis a .
step toward a good resolu-
tion. It could work out for
the better or worse. We *

will have to see what hap-

pens.”

Follow @Business_AAN on
Tuitter.

Alerdecn Ament o




'Layoffs the latest blow to

. leaving only six employeesto  ,told us about filing for unem-

4Tt was 1nev1tab1e .o o We haven’t been k1111ng cows. " :'_

® W orkers shocked worned after layoffs

e BYIEFFNATALIE-LEES .~ employées laid off. Theyﬁlled out
e matahe lees@aberdeennews com e -'1‘ T : forms at the office at 11:30 a.m. Estrada

$115 million processmg plant

BY JEFF'NATALIE-LEES meetmg at10:30 a.m. and told
jnatalie-lees@aberdeennews.com that we were being laid off,” - .. had worked in the fabrication depart- -
said Jeffery LaCroix, who - "’Northem Béef Packers employees - ment on the rip line, she said. She
Northetn Beef Packerstaid = worked on the slaughter line. " bégan streaming into the Department - helped cut meat into smaller portions__
- of Labor office to file for unemploy- - before it was boxed. She was surpnsed

off 260 workers Wednesday, “They handed. heet that' -
ok O orae; & o Al for daom ment benefits and look for jobs shortly .. about the layoff.

“after they were -Jaid off Wednesday “They kept telling us that we would

watch overthe vacant plant - loyment. They fold us no .
d other § 4 . start to kill cattle on Morniday,” she said.

while it goes tlirou hCha ter‘ othermf rmatlon The said ~ mommg
1:{%lankrghptcy . g P . ° v ki - Leydis Estrada i other, L I
Uy Rafaela Novarro, were two 0f260 - See Workers, 7A

“We were all called into a ' See Layoffs, 7A

194/ -d?’lf -Vl
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From1A

struggled since its incep-

tion, owes million of dol-

lars'to 277 creditors.
‘When contacted to

 clarify Palmer’s status,

A.J. Munger, who previ-

. ously served as a spokes-

man and director of new
usiness developrrient,
Theds no longer an. .

- T

employee of Northern
Beef; . -
The South Dakota -
Department of Labor and-
" Regulation has scheduled
ameéting at 10:30.a.m. -

- today at the Ramkota in

Aberdeen with the laid-"-
off worKers to inform :

en about unemploy- -
ment benefits and ser- -
vices available to help
them find new jobs.
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Laid-off beef workers
angry about paychecks

Chapter11 v ELISA SAND
fﬂin g h a]_ts esand@aberdeennews.com

k) Several dozen laid-off Northern
delaYEd / Beef Packers workers Friday
wages: demanded answers about their delin- -

ge ] quent paychecks, but state officials
fOrmer said bankruptcy proceedings have

. halted a process that would have got-
employee S g:n them at least part1a1 compensa-
on. :
]_‘a]ly at Workers took thelr frustration
around the city-Friday, first at a morn-
Courthouse , inglabor dhepartmgntB Rapid légsponse
meeting, then to the Brown County
beef P].ant ~ Courthouse and finally back to the

beef plant in the lafe afternoon, where
Brown County sheriff’s deputies dis-
persed the crowd. -

The news about the paycheck
delays was not well received at the
South Dakota Department of Labor
meeting at the Ramkota Inn, where °

“.about 60 former plant employees
yelled questions in both Spanish and -
English while state officials atfempted
to relay information about services
that were available. . -

Interpreters were available to trans-  Lyis Pena; a laid-off beef plant worker, second from left, talks
late in Spanish and Karen, but astheé g Gity Attorney Adam Altman about beef plant workers want-
meeting progressed, officials had less  jng answers about the paychecks they have not recelved. Amer-

: See Beef Plant, 6A  cap News Photo by Jeff Natalie-Lees

vLe / L
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

Form Type: OTHER Date: 07/30/2013

Title: (U) FGJ Subpoena for | b3

Approved By: SSRAl |

Drafted By: | | bE
b7C

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

FEDERAL GRAND JURY MATERIAL - DISSEMINATE PURSUANT TO RULE 6 (E)
Do not disseminate except as authorized by federal rule of criminal procedure
6(e).
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Anited States Wistrict Court

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

TO:

SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY
BEFORE GRAND JURY

SUBPOENA FOR:

b3

O PERSON %DOCUMENTS OR OBJECT(S)

YOU ARE HEREBY- COMMANDED to appear and testify before the Grand Jury of the United States
District Court at the place, date, and time specified below.

Ukt tates Courthouse
400 South Phillips Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD

DATE AND TIME:

b3

YOU ARE ALSO COMMANDED to bring with you the following document(s) or object(s):

See Attachment .

O Please see additional information on reverse.

This subpoena shall remain in effect until you are granted leave to depart by the Court or by an officer acting on

behalf of the Court.
CLERK: DATE:
JOSEPH HAAS L1
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK:
b3
b6
b7C

This subpoena is issued upon application of the
United States of America. '

NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY

| [Public Integrity Section, US DOJ
1400 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20005
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2, OrriciaL REcORD

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 07/30/2013

| |white male, date of birth (DOB)l | Social Security
Number (SSN)l I

| cel1 Thone number |

lvas interviewed at his current emplover, |

b6
Also b7C

participating in the interview wasl

| |was advised that the
interview was completely voluntary. After being advised of the identity of
the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview;l provided
information which was fully recorded on a digital recorder of |
Iwas advised that the interview would be recorded and agreed
to it's recording. Refer to this recording and it's transcript for any
details related to this interview.

Investigation on I Iat United States (In Person)

Fileg L194A-MP-74612

Datedrafted 07/30/2013

byI I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
Seriaf 43
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FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10) -1 of 1-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 07/30/2013

| | white male, date of birth (DOB)l |Social
Security Number (SSN) |

: Jwas interviewed at his residence. Also participating in the b6
interview wasl b7cC

| | was advised that the interview was
completely voluntary. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview,l |provided
information which was fully recorded on a digital recorder ofl
was advised that the interview would be recorded and
agreed to it's recording. Refer to this recording and it's transcript for
any details related to this interview.

Investigation on I I at | United States (In Person) ﬁc

File# 194A-MP-74612 Datedrafted 07/30/2013

by |

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
Sria] 49
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FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 07/30/2013

| | white male, date of birth (DOB) | | social
Security Number (SSN)|

: |was interviewed at his residence. Also participating in the
interview was | |
| | was advised that the interview was 230
completely voluntary. At the beginning of the interview, | |
| | The interviewing agents
explained that they are prohibited from givingl |any legal advice.
[:::::]responded to[:::::::] that if there were any questions he did not
want to answer, he simply would refuse to answer those. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview,l |provided information which was fully recorded on a
digital recorder of | was advised that the
interview would be recorded and agreed to it's recording. Refer to this
recording and it's transcript for any details related to this interview.

Investigation on | | atl United States (In Person)

b6
b7C

by |

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency. &
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Import Form

Form Type: OTHER Date: 07/31/2013

Title: (U) 2nd FGJ Subpoena for b3

Approved By: SSRA

b6
b7C

Drafted By:l |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
FEDERAL GRAND JURY MATERIAL - DISSEMINATE PURSUANT TO RULE 6 (E)

Do not disseminate except as authorized by federal rule of criminal procedure

6(e).

Synopsis: .(U) 2nd FGJ Subpoena for b3
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@nitey States Bistrict Court

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

TO:

SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY

BEFORE GRAND JURY b3

SUBPOENA FOR:
0 PERSON ;{DOCUMENTS OR OBJECT(S)

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear and testify before the Grand Jury of the United States
District Court at the place, date, and time specified below.

PLACE;
United States Courthouse
- 400 South Phillips Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD

DATE AND TIME:

| | »3

YOU ARE ALSO COMMANDED to bring with you the following document(s) or object(s):

See Attachment .

O Please see additional information on reverse.

This subpoena shall remain in effect until you are granted leave to depart by the Court or by an officer acting on

behalf of the Court.
CLERK: DATE:
JOSEPH HAAS
(BY) DEP
b3

This subpoena is issued upon application of the TAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER QF ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY . igc
United States of America. | [Public mtegrity Section, US DOJ

1400 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20005

—_
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

qugﬂ
Documnant partcipants have Ggdaly signed

Form Type: OTHER Date: 07/31/2013
. b3
Title: (U) FGJ Subpoena for . bé
- b7C
Approved By: SSRA| |
. b6
Drafted By: | | b7C
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
b3
Synopsis: (U) FGJ Subpoena forl b6
” b7¢

*
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Anited States Bistrict Court

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA
TO:
' SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY
BEFORE GRAND JURY b3
b6

I:l . ' . SUBPOENA FOR: b7C

% PERSON 00 DOCUMENTS OR OBJECT(S)

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear and testify before the Grand Jury of the United States
District Court at the place, date, and time specified below.

PLACE: ) DATE AND TIME:
Unijted States Courthouse

400 South Phillips Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD b3

YOU ARE ALSO COMMANDED to bring with you the following document(s) or object(s):

b3
b6
b7cC

D] Please see additional information on reverse.

This subpoena shall remain in effect until you are granted leave to depart by the Court or by an officer acting on
behalf of the Court.

CLERK: DATE:

JOSEPH HAAS

(BY) D DOLITSZ O TRy

b3
bé

NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY b7cC

This subpoena is issued upon application of the
United States of America. ' |

| Public Integrity: Section, US DOJ
1400 New York Avenue, NW .

Washington, DC 20005

| I
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2D, ‘OFFicIaL RECORD
FD-1087 (Rev. 5-8-10) ;

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Evidence Log

Event Title: (U) Recorded interview of[ | Date: 08/08/2013
_ b6
Approved By: SSRA | | b7¢C
Drafted By: o
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
b7E
Acquired By: on 08/08/2013
Acquired From: (U)
Receipt Given?: No bé
b7C

Holding Office: MINNEAPOLIS

Details:

Recorded interview of

Item Type Description
1D (U) CD of recorded interview
Acquired On: 08/08/2013
-ELSUR Evidence Type: Other
Intercept Type: Recording of Interview
Media Type: Computer Disk
Original Type: Original

*

UNCLASSIFIED

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its

contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
Owried 53
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 08/08/2013

[ |date of birth | | social security
Account Number | | residence address | |
| | cellular telephone number | [ was interviewed b6
at | | Also present b7C
during the interview was FBI Special Agent| |was

advised of the identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview. The interview was recorded in its entirety and the recording of
the interview or its transcript should be referred to for an account of the

interview.
Investigation on |at United States (In Person)
File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted  08/08/2013 b6

by | : b7C

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusiobs of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
{
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FD-1087 (Rev. 5-8-10)
UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Evidence Log

Event Title: _(U) Recorded interview ofI:l Date: 08/08/2013

Approved By: SSRAl |‘ b6
b7C

Drafted By: I |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

b7E
Acquired By: on 08/08/2013
Acquired From: (U)| |
Receipt Given?: No ch

Holding Office: MINNEAPOLIS

Details:

Recorded interview of

Item Type Description
1D (U) CD of recorded interview
Acquired On: 08/08/2013
ELSUR Evidence Type: Other
Intercept Type: Recording of Interview
Media Type: Computer Disk
Original Type: Original

*

UNCLASSIFIED

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 08/08/2013

| |date of birthl Social Security
Account Number | | residence address
| |cellular telephone number | | was interviewed at the
FBI office in Pierre, SD. Also present during the interview was FBI b6
Special Agent| | The interview was recorded in its entirety b7e

and the recording of the interview and its transcript should be referred to
for a an account of the interview.

Investigation on | | at United States (In Person) b6

File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafied 08/08/2013 b7C

by I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
Swial Sb
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 08/07/2013

|work
address [ work e-mail
address | work telephone number | | was b6
interviewed at his office inl | Also present during the interview b7C
were FBI Special Agent (SA)I |and| |
| [was advised of the identities of the
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview and thereafter provided
the following information:
b6
b7C
bé
b7C
b6
b7C

[:::::::]was thanked for the information he provided and the interview b6

was concluded. : b7C
Investigation on at United States (In Person)
Filey 194A-MP-74612 . Date drafted 08/07/2013 lb:’gc

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
il 57
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Form Type: OTHER Date: 08/09/2013
b3
Title: (U) FGJ Subpoena
Approved By: A/SSRAl | _
b6
Drafted By:l | ‘b7C
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
FEDERAL: GRAND JURY MATERIAL - DISSEMINATE PURSUANT TO RULE 6 (E)

Do not disseminate except as authorized by federal rule of criminal procedure
6(e).

. b3
Synopsis: (U) FGJ Subpoena
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VB/0U6/20138 14:02 FAX 6053304410 US ATTORMEY + FBI ABERDEEN #003/007

United Stateg Wigtrict Court

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

TO:

SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY
BEFORE GRAND JURY

SUBPOENA FOR: ' b3
O PERSON # DOCUMENTS OR OBJECT(S)

2012R00. . )
Y8 ARE HERERY COMMANDED to appear and testify before the Grand Jury of the United States
District Court at the place, date, and time specified below.

PLACE: :
United States Courthouse DATE AND TIME
400 South Phillips Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD

YOU ARE ALSO COMMANDED to bring with you the following document(s) or object(s):

See attachment to this subpoena.

O Please see additional information on reverse.

This subpoepa shall remain in effect wntil you are granted leave to depart by the Court or by an officer acting on
. behalf of the Court.

CLERK: DATE:
JOSEPH HAAS
(BY) DEFY b3
b6
b7C
This subpoena is issued upon application of the NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF ASSISTANT U8 ATTORNEY
United States of America. | | Public Integrity Section, US DOJ
1400 New York Avenue, NW ‘
Washington, DC 20005
—

I—



08/05/2073 14:02 FAX 6053304410 US ATTORMEY + FBI ABERDEEN [@ood/007

RETURN OF SERVICE

RECEIVED DATE PULACE

BY SERVER

SERVED DATE PLACE

SERVED ON (NAME)

SERVED BY . TITLE

STATEMENT OF SERVICE FEES

TRAVEL SERVICES TOTAL

DECLARATION OF SERVER

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing
information contained in the Return of Service and Statement of Service Fees is true and correct.

Executed on

Signature of Server

ADDIT(ONAL INFORMATION
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

Form Type: OTHER Date: 08/09/2013
b6
Title: (U) Email from | b7C
b7D
Approved By: A/SSRA
b6
b7¢C
Drafted By:l |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER .
b6
. , b7C
Synopsis: U) Email from
ynop (U) I gy
*e

UNCLASSIFIED
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Info from

Page 1 of 1

Info from

Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2013 6:35 PM
To: l(MP FBI);
Attachments:

bé
b7C
b7D

b7E
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UNCLASSIFIED
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dissemination of Information to Other Agencies

Title: (U) LHM Opening Dissemination to DOJ Date: 08/09/2013

bé
Approved By:l b7C
Drafted By:
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

I I b7E
Responsible Organization: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE
Agency Contacted: Department of Justice on 08/09/2013 wvia Note
b6
POC: ) b7C

Disseminated On: 08/09/2013 (Once)

Dissemination Details: (U) Disseminated this serial in weekly package
for DOJ Public Integrity Section.

-~

Method: Written
Follow~up Required (SSTF): No

Disseminated Serials:

194A~-MP-74612 Serial 45 (U) EC documenting LHM
to FBIHQ

*

UNCLASSIFIED
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Evidence Log

S50, OFFICIAL RECOHD]

Event Title: (U) Recorded interview of[ | Date: 08/28/2013
| I b6
b7C
Approved By: SSRAl |
Drafted By:l |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
b7E
Acquired By: | | on 08/28/2013
Acquired From:(U)l |
Receipt Given?: No
b6
b7C

Holding Office: MINNEAPOLIS

Details:

Recorded interview ofl

Item Type Description
1D (U) CD of recorded interview
Acquired On: 08/28/2013
ELSUR Evidence Type: Other
Intercept Type: Recording of Interview
Media Type: Computer Disk
Original Type: Original

*

UNCLASSIFIED

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10) -1 of 1-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 08/28/2013

|date of birth]| | social Security Account
Number | residence addressl |
work telephone number| | cellular telephone number
was interviewed at the office of | | zgc
Also present during the

interview was | The
interview was recorded in its entirety and the recording of the interview
and its transcript should be referred to- for a an account of the interview.

W|

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ofentry - 08/29/2013

| | date of birth (DOB)
| Social Securitv Number (SSN) |

[was Interviewed at | | also bE
participating in the interview was | b7C
| | was advised that the
interview was completely voluntary. After being advised of the identity of

the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview[:::::]provided
information which was fullv recorded on a digital recorder of Special Agent
(SA)l was advised that the interview would be
" recorded and agreed to it's recording. Refer to this recording and it's
transcript for any details related to this interview.

Investigationonl | at United States' (In Person)

File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted 08/29/2013 b6
b7C

byl |
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency. '
Seriaf b3
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Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612

(U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Date:

08/29/2013

bé
b7C
b7E

bé
b7C

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

Synopsis: (U) Email from |
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b7D
Title: (U) b7E
Approved By: A/SSRAI |
b6
b7C
Drafted By: | |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
. , b7D
Synopsis: (U) b7E
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 04/14/2014

| | telephone number | | called the FBI office in b6
Pierre, SD stating that he had information regarding | | b7C
| |was interviewed telephonically. | [was advised of the
identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview and
thereafter provided the following information:
| | b6
| b7C
bé
b7C

I:Ihad suspicions regarding the death of Richard Benda. I:l b6

. b7C
has talked to people that have stated they do not think Benda's death was
an accident. I:was suspicious about Benda's death because the state
investigated his death. I:ldid not have any further information
regarding Benda's death.
. . . . . b6
I:lwas thanked for speaking with the interviewing agent and the b7C
interview was concluded.
Investigation on | | atl United States (Phone)
File#g 194A-MP-74612 Date drafted 04/14/2014 b6
| . b7c
by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Import Form

Form Type: EMAIL Date: 04/28/2014
‘ bé
Title: (U) | b7C
b7D
Approved By: SSRAI I ,
b6
Drafted By: | | %:7C
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
Synopsis: (U)
. b6
Enclosure(s) : Enclosed are the following items: b7C
1. (U) b7D
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To: | (WF) (FBI)

Subject: }-- UNCLASSIFIED
SentinelCaseld: - 194A-MP-74612

SentToSentinel: 4/28/2014 4:18:20 PM

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Sent for Approval for RECORD/[::::::::]Case 194A-MP-74612

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 05/09/2014

| [ telephone number | b6
was interviewed telephonically at his office. After being advised of the b7C
identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, I:l

provided the following information: -

b6
b7C
b6
b7cC
E:::::]concluded that Benda's death was a tragedy and that he was

unsure whether it was a suicide or hunting accident, but Benda gave no b6
signs of suicidal behavior and that | b7cC

Investigation on | Iat United States (Phone)
File# L194A-MP-74612 , Date drafied  05/09/2014 :_6’
; c

by | |

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
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Electronic Communication

Title: (U) Investigation of] I Date: 05/16/2014 bé
| |to be conducted . b7C
prior to closing.

From: MINNEAPOLIS

MP-SD-2

Contact: | |
Approved By:| | b6
b7C

Drafted By: | |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
Synopsis: (U) Examination of | bé
to be conducted prior to closing case. b7cC
| b7E
Details:

b6
b7C
b7E
b6
b7C
b7E

I b7E
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Title: (U) Investigation off
to be conducted prior to closing.

Re: 194A-MP-74612, 05/16/2014

Writer and SA[:::::::::]kmve been in contact with WFO SA[::::]
[::::::]who has a CHS knowledgeable about the EB-5 program. SA[::::::]

has offered assistance with the continued efforts in this
investigation.

SA | | who has been the lead SA in this case, is
tranferring to Minneapolis within the next 30 days, and SA|

will replace him as the lead case agent in this matter. It is
anticipated that SA| |

| | to establish an investigative strategy
regarding | | and will also coordinate these efforts
with SA |
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Title: (U) Investigation of | | b6
to be conducted prior to closing. b7C

Re: 194A-MP-74612, 05/16/2014

Investigation is continuing at Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

+
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| activities to be reviewed.

From: MINNEAPOLIS
MP-SD-2
Contact: |

Approved By

.
.

(U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Date: 09/10/2014

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

|activities to be reviewed.

Drafted By:l |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612
Synopsis: (U) |

Details:
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Title: (U)| |activities to be reviewed.
Re: 194A-MP-74612, 09/10/2014

Writer has also been coordinating with WFO SA | I_tho is

involved in a A WFO

intelligence analyst will coordinate with the Sioux Falls RA
intelligence analyst.

Investigation is continuing.
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Title: (U) EC to enter 1A into case file Date: 10/02/2014
ccC: ‘ b6
b7C
From: MINNEAPOLIS —_
MP-SD-2
Contact:
b6
Approved By: SSRA b7cC
: Drafted By: | |
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MA?TER
LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
This information is the property of the FBI and may be distributed to state,
_tribal, or local government law enforcement officials with a need-to-know.
Further distribution without FBI authorization is prohibited. Precautions
should be taken to ensure this information is stored and/or destroyed in a
manner that precludes unauthorized access.
Synopsis: (U) EC to enter 1A into case file containing documents re:
civil actions re: EB-5
b7E
Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U) Documents re: civil actions re: EB-5 program
Details:

This EC serves to enter 1A into case file containing documents
regarding civil actions regarding EB-5 program.
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Title: (U) EC to enter 1A into case file
Re: 194A-MP-74612, 10/02/2014
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Title: (U)l

From: MINNEAPOLIS
MP-SD-2

Contact: I

Approved By:l

Drafted By:

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612

(U) BENDA, RICHARD -

Date: 11/26/2014

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER

Synopsis: (U) |

Details:
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|

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 12/12/2014

was ilnterviewed by SA |and provided the following:

has researched the DOB
SSN | [and determined that

[:::::::]could provide no further information but will continue to
cooperate.

Investigation on | |at United States (In Person)

File# 194A-MP-74612 Date drafied  12/12/2014

byl |

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Title: (U)] | . Date: 12/12/2014 b7E

CC: IO-ASIA

From: MINNEAPOLIS

MP-SD-2
Contact:
' Approved By: bé
b7C
Drafted By:
Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
Synopsis: (U)l b7E
I |
| . b7E
Administrative Notes: (U) | bé
| b7cC
b7E
Details: '
b7E
b7E
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Title: (U) | ) b7E

Approved By: LEGAT —

b6
b7C
Drafted By: | |
Case ID #: B80-HK-C2931448 (U) HONG KONG: U.S. Consulate; Hong Kong
Police Force; Hong Kong Customs &
Excise; Independent Commission Against
Corruption; Hong Kong Department of
Justice; Other Government and Private
Sector; :
194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
Synopsis: (U)I I
| | b7E
e
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Electronic Communication

Title: (U) | | Date: 03/06/2015 b7E
CcC: | b6
| b7C
From: HONG KONG
Contact: I I

Approved By: LEGAT | b6
Drafted By:l |
Case ID #: 80-HK-C2931448 (U) HONG KONG: U.S. Consulate; Hong Kong

Police Force; Hong Kong Customs &

Excise; Independent Commission Against

Corruption; Hong Kong Department of

Justice; Other Government and Private

. Sector;
194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
Synopsis: (U) | b7E
Reference: 194A-MP-74612 Serial 107
Administrative Notes: (U) ICAC reference number "(22) in AF/33/1 SF2"
Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U) b7E

Details:
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Title: (U) Case progress update

Approved By: SSRAI -

bé
b7C

Drafted By: | |

Case ID #: 194A-MP-74612 (U) BENDA, RICHARD -

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER
b5 per EOUSA

Synopsis: (U)

L 4 4
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From: | (MP) (FBI)
Sent: , 2015 1:32 PM
To: [ i (MP) (FBI)
Subject: Fw:

110.1

Please put a cc of this email into the Benda file.

Thanks,

[ 1]

bé
b7C

bé
b7C

b5 per EOUSA
b6 per FBI/EOUSA
b7C per FBI/EOUSA

| (MP) (EBI)

?n Mav 12. 2015. at 12:46 pM.|

| wrote:

ey ]

bé
b7cC

b6

I
Could you please check on that tor me?

[

Page 1

b7C
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