FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGII;IATED AT ok]_ahom Gity’ ok].ahoma° Lﬁliami FILE No. 76“'24].

| REPORT MADE AT DATS WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY
- WHICH MADE , .
Miami, Florida, 2m28-28 22438 ' 8+ K. McKee
mrie  RALPH ROBE, with aliases, FUGITIVE, I. 0. 14724 cvarAcTER oF casz
(/ THEODORE COLE, with aliages, FUGITIVE, ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS
! I, 0, 1471,

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Records Mianl Police Department and interview with
Lieutenant E. V. Melchen, Detective Bureau, Miami
Police Department, reflect no hotel robberies in
netropolitan llaml during period 12-16«37 to

‘ / RUC

REFERENCEs Report of Special Agent C. O. Hurt, Oklahoma City,
Oklshoma, 2-LE~Z8,

DETAILSS

Licutenant Edmard W. lelchen, of the Detective Bureau,
Mieni Police Department, was contacted and an examination was made
of records described as daily briefs of offenses reported to
Police for the period extending from December, 1937 through
January 12, 1938, and same falled to reflect any hotel robbery
in liiemi, Florida, Lleutenant Melchen also advised from his
personal recollection that there had not been any hotel robbery
in the metropolitan Miami arecs during the indlcated period.

It is algo the recollection of the writer, who has been in
Mioml during, the period in question, that there has not been any
publicity with respect to any hotel robbery such as described
by Gordon}/xfroop, inmate of the oklahoma State Penitentiary,
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C RE: RALPH ROE with aliases - e T
FUGITIVE, I.O0. ;#1472 o G
TEEODORE%OLE with aliases -~} .
FUGITIVE, I.0. ;1471 -
‘ ESCAPED FEDARAL PRISONERS, Co
D
U,' Dear Sir: &
s

Reference is made to the renort of Special Agent J. V. Murphy,

) Oklahoma City, February 2lst, 1938, copies of which were fur-
‘ nished the Los Angeles and San Francisco offices, and in which f
é reference is made to the character of and associations of the
‘0/ \g'oh.nson family with subjects, which information was obtained
, through a":\coni‘ldentlal informant referred to as "W®, closely
assoclatea with the Johnson family, who promised to visit Phoenix, |

Arizona and make contact with the Johnsons in an effort to ob-
tain information of interest relative to subjects. :-9
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-
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Please be advised that on February 28th, 1938 Special Agent

F. S. Smith of this office made contact with Informant N, who
advised that an oil field worker, a personal friend of hers, por
who is also a friend of the Johmnson family, recently returned -
from Bakersfield, California and advised her the Johnson family
bad moved from Phoenix to Bakersfield and were residing 13

miles northwest of Bakersfield when he left there. She stated
she discreetly questioned this man, whose identity she appeared
reluctant to divulge, concerning the escape of Roe and Cole,

in the interest of obtaining an expression relative to the
possibility of the Johnsons' connections therewith; that his
responsg was that he gathered from conversing with "Sleepy"

and Lon%Qohnson that Roe and Cole were in circulation. She

said he further stated that both "Sleepy" and Lon appeared to

be very busy and had been making repeated trips away from Bakers-
field, and that they did not disclose to him the purpose off these
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Informant N advised she is definitely leaving for Phoenix

on Monday, March 7th, 1938 and expects to be in Phoenix not
more than two ddys. However, she said she would gladly ex-
tend her stay for a necessary period and would o to Bakers-
field, California and there contact the Johnson family, pro-
viding the Bureau would pay her transportation from Phoenix

to Bakersfield and return, and advance her sufficient funds

to take care of her four children at Seminole, Oklahoma dur-
ing the extra period she would be detained on this errand,

She said if the Johnson boys or their mother have any concrete
informmation relative to the escape and whereabouts of subject,
that she could unquestionably get it, as they all have explicit
confidence in her and would not hesitate to give her the infor-
mation. She stated that she persomally doubts the successful
escape of Roe and Cole, however that if they did escape, there
is no doubt in her mind that the Johnson boys in some manner
aided them und are assisting and harboring them at the present
times She said it is highly probable thut Mold lady Johnson®
is cooking their meals, - .

Chief of Police Jake Sims, Seminole, Oklahoma, advised Agent
Smith that he has confidence in the reliability of the infor-
mant and personally knows she isin close, confidential contact
with the Johnson family. He stated further that if Roe and
Cole are on the ground that there would be no better place to
look for them than around the Johuson's place as they would
give aid and protection to these fugitives or any other erimin-
als,

It is requested that the Bureau advise by wire on receipt of
this letter, if it will authorize the advancing of necessary
expenses of travel for this informant from Phoenix, Arizona to
Bakersfield, California and return and the advancing of suf-
ficient funds to maintain her family at Seminole, Oklahoma dur-
ing the period of her errend to Bakersfield, Ixpenses in ad-
dition to her transportation from Phoenix to Bakersfield prob-
ably will not exceed $25.,00.

In the event the Bureau favorably considers authorizing this

expenditure, it will be deemed advisable to then inform this
informant that she will be met by a Bureau Agent in Phoenix,
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who will arrange for her transportation to Bakersfield and
return, and for necessary contact by the Los Angeles Office
with her at Bakersfield.

. Po Y
SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE.

FSS MM
76-348

AIR MATL
SPECIAL DELIVERY

CC -~ Los JAngeles
San Francisco
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!  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

}:‘%nsag&; omicmnaTenar  OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA FiLeno. 76~89 WFWMEN
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE -‘l:v!i'l?l?: ;ggg REPORT MADE BY __— \
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 2-28~38 2-%y21-38 Ve Fo WHITELY
TITLE b ). . CHARACTER OF CASE
RALFH ROE, with a2liases ~ FUGITIVE, I.0, 1472 ESCAPED FEDERAL PRI SONI‘B
THEODOREagOLE, with aliases -FUGITIVE, I.0.1471 y

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
Bryan Conway reported to have

gone to Houston, Texas, with one
Homer Plamisen and may be located
through a Miss Corbin there.

- RUC-

/

- Y rermRece: REport of Special Agent M, E, Gurnea, Sen Frencisco,

-

California, dated 12-28-37;
Report of Special Agent W. F. VWhitely, llervhis, Tennessee,
dated 2-3-38
DETAILS: While talking with Chief of Police w'é./ Holt at Lawrenceburg,
Tennessee, on other matters, dvised that he had re-
ceived information that Bryanx onway was presently resid-
ing in Columbia, Tennessce. Agent contected Sheriff
Floyd Bottoms, who could give no additional information.

Agent contacted Frank Busby and his wife at Lawrenceburg,
Tennessee, and they had no additional information relative
to Conway's whereabouts sirce last interviewed by tkis agent.

DESTROYED AT cox.w:smyzmssm
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1 SEF 8 W% Agenft interviewed Mrs. Bugh' Conway at the "Drummers! Homel
n Eighth Street on fFebruary 3, 1938, and she advised that Conway and Fomcr

WHlarigen had left g st two days previously for Houston, Texasce She stated
her husgband, Hugh)i,\ onway, often correspond-d with his brother Bryan and
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g Q{ Director,
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[45) Washington, D.C.
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SN Dear Sir: RE: RALPH ROE, with aligses, FUGITIVE,
P 1.0. 1472; THEODORECCOLE, with
&
f;e\J aliases, FUGITIVE, I.0. 1471;
«! LSCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS,

4! eference is made to Bureau's telegram of Marech 2nd, stating
that the Breau was in receipt of a copy of a letter from Wﬁrden)UOHNSTON
transmitying a letter postmarked Philadelphia, 11.00 PM February 11,1938,

7 signed [JFRISKY", requesting comparison with previous letter from Philadelphia

re Cole and Roe.

]

From the reading of this telegram if the Bureau files are checked,
the inference is given that the Warden directly mailed this letter for
comparison to the Bureau.

Immediately upon receipt of this telegram, I called the Warden
and asked him whether or not he had sent a letter for comparison dircetly
to the Bureau rather than through our office and he explained to me that he
had not and that in a communication to MR. BENWETT of the Bureau of Prisons,
he had mentioned this other letter and stated that there might possibly be
some connection, but that he had not intended that it be considered a letter
of transmittal to be called to the attention of the Bureau for comparison
purposes. He agreed with me that the proper procedure was for any matters
of that type to be cleared from this office and he states that he is fully
desirous of continuing what we have done in the past, particularly notifying
me immediately of any such matters which he thinks important for our attention.

From the reading of this telegram it can be easily misunderstood
that the Warden sent something direct to Washington for comparison rather
than clearing from this office and I went you to know that this is not a
matter of a lack of diligence on our part or a lack of conmtact with the
Island, because we are constantly in communication with the Warden on all
matters pertaining to this case, and this telegram read by itself would
indicate that this office has failed to properly handle this matter which
is not coincident with the facts. e
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This will advise that the San Francisco Field Office in a
telegram dated January 11, 1938, to the Philadelphia Field Office set
forth the information on this card and that the Philadelphia Office con-
ducted appropriate investigation and eliminated any possible connection
with either of the subjects and this information is set forth in detail
in report of.Special Agent John R. Wells, Philadelphia, dated January

19, 1938.
Very truly yours,
. V. L. PIXP
NJLP:FB ) Specifal Agent in Charge,

105320 s

enCl.with cc: Tech. Iab.
\ATR MATIL,

g& SPECIAL, DELIVERY

ik&ii\cc: Oklahoma City
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" - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
m o UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Report

Case: Ralph Roe, w.a. Fugitive, I. 0. 1472 Number: %6w2686-269
Theodore Cole, with sliases, Fugitive,
T, 0. 147L; Eocaped TFederal Prisoners,

Specimens:

76-2686-R69 @ 16 One postcard postmarked ab Philadelphia, Pa, Jan. 5,
1938, 10 M. Addressed to Varden Johrgon, flcatraz,

San Francisco Bay, Califoinia.

Examination requested by: Sai Francisce
Date received: B/7/38+ Recorded 5/8/28. 10:30 mfr

Examination requested: Dogument

. 4
o e T
Result of examination: f<}) g K= r.ed Exapination by: Major AE
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Victor, Idg. March 7-1938

J. Edger Hoover, N

Dear Sir, |
) !
Yesterday I bought a new\True Detective and
- T
was looking thru the "Line-up". I am positive that I recognide
the picture of BalphoBoe ag the men that was here at my place
either late Fall or early Winter,

Be agked for something to eat but did no

gtrike me as an ordinary hobo at the time, I gave him his sub—
4
!

per and & room, altho! he did not sleep in his room he was bejck

for breakfast. A day later I saw a picture in the newspaper ‘of

the two men that escaped from Alcatraz and remarked at the time

that I believed he was one of them. However the picture was ﬂvery

indistinet and I did not feel sure, since seeing this likeness in
. !

the magazine I am positive he was the man you were looking fc’gr

and thought it might be best to let you kmow eveh at this late /
date. - RECORDED & INDEXER ‘7 b ,, (f {( (7

3% N

I run a small hotel ™wre and %y locl ng

93
thru my old register I cén find the exact date he was Mere ifo '{‘. ¢

. U. s IHH oo o
will help you any. He wss very interested in all ny-old-newspapers« AR

but had nothing to say. I asked him where he was|going and ,‘he sS:»Q; -

said to Jackson Hole bubt I have no idea of whether he did or not.O 7/1’: r‘
o U I}
If I can help yiu out any will be glad to Lc@_}, ': .
] 3\‘}
do so. | 5°
| G

Regpectfully,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION g

Form. No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA FILE NO. 76_614
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY ]\‘\\
WHICH MADE \ B
Cincinnati, Ohio | 3-11~38 3-1,2-38 F, J. Smith - acr -
\
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

RaLPHCROE, with aliases, Fugitive, IO #1472;
THEODORECCO.E, with aliases, Fugitive, IO #1471 | ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS

Williem F., Leaman left Columbus, Ohio 2-26~38 i

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: for Chicago, I11. Address there unknown, l
P
REFERENCE s Report of Special Agent G, H, Treadwell '

Cineinnati, Qhio dated 2-18-38&. {
DEFATLS: Al COLUMBUS, OHEKO

Lt, Glenn Huffman advised that William F{. Leaman had
recently been arrested by several detectives at his room, 333 Starling
Ave,, for investigation on a counterfeit charge. The matter was turned
over to the Secret Service Operator and investigation by that department
disclosed that the money passéd by Leaman was genuine and Leaman was
released from custody 2-26-38,

w= -+ Robe eaman, brother, 298 N, Warner St,., advised
Williem was empléyett as an attendant at the Gulf Service btation, 276 .
W. Broad frem the date of his release from the Industrial Reformatory
until his arrest in February. During thistime William was rooming at
335 Starling Avenue, Robert Leaman advised that William did not tell him
he was going to Chicago but that he left a note dontaining this information
with a man at the service station. Leaman also stated that william had
no relatives or friends in Chicago and that he did not state in his note
vhere he could be located, He also stated that he did not think William !
would write unless he became involved in some kind of trouble. Robert ‘
Leamsn was questioned as to whether Villiam had made any remarks con— |
cerning the escape of the subjects in this case and he adviged that
William had mentioned thet he knew the subjects in this ca &, Hobert
Leaman stated that he was going to move to a farm 1ocatedé;1 Route #1,
Circleville, Ohio within the next 10 days. He stated tha
of Viilliam's vheresbouts he will notify reporting agent.
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i’fgm!mml Brvenr of Inbrestigation

. 3. Bepurintent of Justice

Suite 1729, 111 Sutter,
San Francigco, California
March 8, 1938

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Washington, D. C.
e}
RE: RALPH ROE, with gliases, FUGITIVE,
I. 0. 1472; THEODORE COLE, with aliases,
FUGITIVE, I.0.147L; Escaij?edéral Prisoners.
A

I am enclosing herewith sAetter addressed

to "Alcatraz Island, California" on the envelope, the note
itself written omn stationery of the Seaside Hotel, Atlantic

City, and reading as follows:

Dear Sir:

/\ P
v

"Dear Slug 0'Mally. I hope you got the tools 0.X. I
sent them with mike the fake. Dont forget when you
break Ill have the raft waiting for you with some grub
and a typwriter. Imn case any of the boys want to come
with you bring trigger the jach handle or butch the
rattesler. Dont forget 12,01, As ever your Dear Slug
o' Juckerawiz. xxxxxx (kises)" (dated 2/17/38)

_ﬂlfv{?tar_“.

Labogatesy
3=t~ 3F -

m

This pencilled note was/forwarded to me by
the Warden at Alcatraz and it is respettfully requested that
the handwriting be compared with thelfpandwriting submitted
heretofore in this case, with the possibility in mind that
one individual msy be writing these. letters to the Warden.

3

d

Very truly yours,

N. .% . PIEPER,
Special Agent in Charge

L
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Covnion
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Report

Case: RE: RALFH ROE, witﬁiéiiésés,‘FﬁélﬁiYE; Number: 76=R686-276
Lo 04 14723 THEODORE COLE, with .aliasés,
FUGITIVE, TI.0. 14713 Escaped Federsl Prisoners.

Specimens:

762686276 Q17 Envelope postmerked “Atlantic Oity, Ni &y Febs 17, 1938, |

10:09 P HQ"‘ t
Q18 Accompanying handwritten lettér beginning # I hope you gobees®

—

Examination requested by: San Franciseo

Date received: 3/14/38 (vecorded 3/16/38 mbg 11:80 A. M.)
Examination requested: Document

\ 175 @) | § /VWVX%
Result of examination: (f1074’{3441L4£1b£)’}6;) :7 Exgégnation by: Major
C0=Oklahoma City Kl o K2
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> : Hederal Burean of Inuestigation

. H"nited States Bepartment of Justice

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI,
MARCH 15, 1938.

) ATR MAIL
@_};\ SPECIAL DELIVERY
Director,
TFederal Bureau of Investisation,
Washington, D.C. s
&
t"
/ Dear Sir:
7 O . i, X
. RE: RALPH ROE, with aliases, FUGITIVE, I. O. 31472;
}‘Q THEODORECGOLE, with aliases, FUGITIVE, I. O. 71471;

ESCAPED FEDERAL PRIEONER.

]
i/ﬁeference is made to Bureau letter dated March 8, 1938(76-2686)with which
were transmitted copies of a letter from Warden J. A. Johnston, U. S. Peni~
tentiary, Alcatraz Island, referring to Flint C,/fBrannon, an inmate of the
0 } U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, who has indicated his willing-
¢ + ness to communicate with the brother of Ralph Roe and to make an effort to

determine if Roe and Cole made a successful escape, as well as to determine
their whereabouts at the present time.

-

On March 11, 1938, Deputy Warden C. J. Shuttleworth was contacted by Special
Agent W. L. Listerman, and, thereafter, Flint C. Brannon, Register No. 49670,
was briefly interviewed. Brannon was not interrogated for any length of
time, since it was not deemed advisable, due to the fact that Agent Lister-
man is known t0 a number of inmates at the penitentiary, who were aware of
his visit to Deputy Warden Shuttleworth's office.

RECORDED COPY FEB IN ([, - &4

P
} Brannon is serving a sentence for a violation of the National Motor Ve-
hicle Theft Act; he has a wife and family at Texarkana, Texas, and
9 will be released conditionally at 8:30 A.M. March 29, 1938; and will be
; et _furnished transportation to Texarkana, Texas, where he will join his fami-

- ly. He stated that he is well acquainted with J’ames}‘%oe, brother of Ralph
Roe, and that they worked together for some time in the penitentiary prior
to the release of James Roe. He frankly stated that he has no money and is
interested in helping the Bureau for monetary consideration., Brannon claims
that he and James Roe are such good friends that within twenty~-four to forty-
eight hours after contacting James Roe, he would be able to find out whether
Ralph Roe and Theodore Cole successfully made their escape from Alcatraz and
where they are at the present time, if James Roe kunew this information.
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Daring further questioning of Brannon he advised thet James Roe and he
planned to meet after the latter's discharge, but he admitted that at
the present time, he had no idea vwhere James Roe was living. For the
purpose of contacting James Roe, Bramnon stated that he had no money,
and would have to have expenses to proceed to any point where James Roe
might be residing. He also desires that an Agent accompany him in an
undercover capacity for protection purposes, in the event James Roe
should ascertain his purpose in contacting him. However, with regard to
the latter request, it is believed that he cean be convinced upon further
interview that it would be more advisable for him to contact James Roe
alocne.

CGonfidential arrangements have been effected whereby Brannon will be
met outside of the penitentiary gate during the early morning of March
29, ‘1938, and brought to Kansas City, Missouri, via automobile for
further interview prior %o his departure via train for his home at
Texarkana, Texas.

should be furnished with traveling expenses in an amount not to exceed
$100,00 for the purpose of proceeding to Hobbs, New Mexico, to where
James Roe is presently residing, after he has proceeded to his home in
TexarKana, Texas.

ti\ Tt is requested that the Bureau specifically advise me whether Brannon
0

Tf such an arrangement is not acceptable to the Bureau, it may be ad-
visable for an Agent of the Dallas Office t0 contact Brannon at Texar-
kana, Texas, after he returns there and reports to the Probation Officer
of thet District as a Conditional Releasee. If such a course of action
is decided upon, it is believed that Brannon should be contacted by an

experienced Agent.

In ‘the event Brannon is furnished transportation to Hobbs, New Mexico,
he naturally does not desire to be contacted promiscuously or indis-
eriminately, but arrangements can be made with him to be again contacted
at Texarkana, Texas, at some other mutually agreed upon place after his
return from Hobbs, New Mexico, for the purpose of obtaining eany informa-
tion he was able to develop from James Roe.

|




QQ/It is also suggested that the Bureau may desire to stipulate a maximum
0 amount of monetary reward that may be offered to Brannon for information
00 which results directly in the apprehension of Roe and Cole, it being
definitely understood that a less amount could be agreed upon if accept-
ble to Brannon.

The Kansas City Office should be advised in this matter as soon as possi-
ble.

Very truly yours,

WLL-ec

ce(2) to: Oklshoma City
San Francisco
El Paso
Dallas

76-471-
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Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT QKTAHOMA CITY » Oklue EP FILENO. 76-288
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY i
WHICH MADE
EL PASO, Texase Bwld~38 3.5/8-38 EJ.CJDorris jtn
TITLE - CHARACTER OF CASE
RALPH ROE with sliases « FUGITIVE, IO #1472;
'IHEODOKE‘COIE with aliases ~ FUGITIVE, IO #1471 ESCAPED FEDERAL FRISONZR

Information gained at Monahans, Texas, indicates Marvin
Connor and his mother Hazel Underhill departed from lonahans
approximately 3-2-38 for Levelland, Texas.

{," 1 SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

P
' | REFERENCE: = Repor}‘; of Special iLgent CoOe Hurt, Oklahoma City, 3w-14-38.
DETAIISS AT MNONAHANS, Texagse

Through inguiries of various oil field supply houses, the post office, and
local officers, it was determined that the ITIO company was unknown in this
particular sectione Information was obtained however that this company is a sub-
sidiary of the Cities Service 0il Coe, but that they have no interests in the fields
around lionahans, Texas. Inguiries were then made at the Post Office for 0.C.Hale,
bub no information was obtained. The Fostmaster, Earl Estes, likewise advised that
he knew of no one by the name of Xarvin Connor or lrs., Hazel Underhill, but suzggeste-
ed that Agent return at sometime when all the general delivery window clerks were
present, in order to confer with them in this matter as it is possible that Marvin
Coanoy could have called for mail and he would not be aware of it.

BeWeBeattie, Poct Office Clerk, when contacted adviged that he was porsonally

acquainted with both MarviniConnor and his mother Hazel‘\connor or Hazel Underhill,

' as he had formerly lived in the same section of Oklahoma with these people. Feattie
advised he had learned from a local resident that both Earvin Connor and his mother
were in the vicinity of Monghans for approximately one weeks time, but had left for
an unknown destination, This individual, whose name was unknown to Beattie, stated
| that he expected to receive a card at any time from either Hazel or kMarvin and would
probably talk to Beattie about it again, when Beattie was next contacted he advised
that his informant, a resident of Xonshans but name still not known, had advised him
that he had just received a card from llarvin Connor stating that he and his mother
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were located at Levelland, Texas; that larvin was working for some oil company
there, the name of which was not furnished. The name of the pusher was not obtalined.

ENCIOSURE TO DALIAS ~ Copy of report of Special Agent Co0e Hurtd,
2-14-28 at Oklebhoms City.

URDEVELOPED IEADS:

| DALIAS OFFICE - At Levelland, Texas ~ Will endeavor to locate and interview Hazel
| Underhill as suggested in report of referencee

= PENDING o

(2}




Hederal Brwvesns of Infrestinuiion
H. 3, Bepuriment of Justice

P. 0« Box 1276
Oklehoma City, Oklahoma
March 15, 1938
EPG/ms
76-348

Director,
PFederal Bureau of Investigation,
Vlashington, D. C.

@)

RE: RALFH ROE, with aliases,
Fugitive, I. O, 7#1472;
THEODORE-COLE, with aliases,
Fugititive, I. O. #1471;
Escaped Federal Prisoners.

Dear Sir:

Please refer to letter Prom this office dated March
1, 1938 and copy of letter directed to the Los Mhgeles Office,

C( dated Marg C jdential b7D
i Informant proceed to
' Bakersfield, California to contact the Jonnson remily on the

possibility of securing information concerning these fugitives.

In accordance with Bureau authorization, arrangements
were made by Special Agent F. S. Smith, of this office, to have
this informent contact an Agent of this Bureau at Phoenix,
where arrangements were to be made to have her proceed to Bakers-

field for the above purpose,

On March 11, 1938 Jake Sims, Chief of Pnlic.a_ai_ﬁﬂnimil-e, 7D
Oklahoma, called at this office, and stated that
hed telephoned him on the night of] |
| 3 act with a
party who informed her that
were in] |end would ve inl |in a few days. She

requested Sims to have someone meet her atl | as these
individuals indicated they had someone with them in whom she
thought the Bureau might be interested.

Special Agent F. S, Smith, in company with Chief Jeke P
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Sims, contac'be<| | She at this
time stated that while she was en route to San Antonio, as
previously planned, she came in contact with a man named

[ | who told her he had been living

with the Johnsons in California about & week before leav-
ing there; that frere
now in| [wanted to see her,
but was afraid to coms %ol pecause of an old war-
rant which osed to be outstanding againgt him fo
hi-jacking. further stated that

sent word that he wanted her to telephone him at
Kansas City, stating she could rgach him at telephone
3-6481, Kansas City. She state had a strange. man
with him, whom he did not introduce, and he said he was en-
route to Arkansas,

| |further related that she asked:l
if he had leamed anything through the Johnsons boys about
Ralph Roe or Roe's escape, and he remarked "they are on the
ground,” but did not go into any detail or explanation for
his answer. '

said she expécted to telephone
Kansas City long distance on the Aight of March 12, 1938 in
an endeavor to get in touch witH the Johnsons. Arrange-
ments were made whereby Jak /[HfAms would be present when she
placed this long distence call,

| | seid she expected | |
and| kt Seminole in view of the information she
had received from Wiley, and would keep in direct touch with
Jake Sims, advising him if they appeared there.

Both Special Agent F. S, Smith and Chief of Police
Jeke Sims were very skeptical of the information given by Mrs.

-

b7D

b7D




Crawford, inasmuch as she had failed to explain the reason
for not going to San Antonio to fulfill her engagement,

The above information was telephoned by Acting
Special Agent in Charge L. E. Kingman to Special Agent in
Charge Dwight Brantley at Xansas City, and Mr. Brantley
stated that there was no such telephone as 3-6481, and
verified that there was no number like this through the tele~
phone company.

In view of the abovs |is* not proceed-
ing to Phoenix or Bakergfield unless rurvher definite in-
fometion is obtained indicating she might obtain some in-
formation there, but from the story given by her at the

present time it does not appear that there will be any good
reason for her going to Bakersfield.

b7D

This office will keep in close touch with
for any possible information she might obtain concern~

ing these fugitives.

Very truly yours,

E. P. NANE,
Special Agent in Charge.

cc San Francisco

Tos Angeles

mZs
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Dirsctor, #3 ¥arch 17, 1938

Chapman and the two Oklshoms men were there when Roe and Cole arrived,

He said that he talked for several hours with Cole and Hoe and they
described in detail how they escaped from Alcatraz; that they had an
improvised raft and that they were in the water for about 24 hours and
that all that saved them was the dense fog that prevailed; that the tide
would carry them out and bring them back. They finally made it to shore
and that due to the fact that they vanted to leave the impression that
they wers probably drowned they did mot pull any holdups or robberies,

one of the reasons being that they were umarmed; that they stole an auto-
mobile abandoning it wher the gasoline gave out; that they them made their
way to where they are now located by riding freight trains and walking;
that they wers im the hills in Califormia for about a week before attempt-
ing to cateh a freight train. They knecw of the hidsout and as soon as
they made their way there they contacted the 0ld man and he took them to
this hideout whers Chapman and the two Uklahoma men wers and they have been
their ever since.

As Wells put the propositior up, he stated that he understood
that 1f & promise was made that he would not go to Alcatraz, it would
mecessarily be in case his informstionm turned out to be correct end that
if it 414 not of course he d4id not expect that any such promise to be kept.

After two hours' talk with this man, I believe that he is tell-
ing the truth, however, I can not sese what possible advantage it would be
40 him to fake a story of this kind. He at no time asked that any one
intercede to have his sentence lightened or any promise be made to him for
any parcle or pardon lateéer and the only thing he asked was thal he not be
sent to Alcatraz and that in exchange for a promise of this kind he would
divulge the location of these men.

I told him that I did not kmow whether any such arrangement of
that kind could be made and that certainly I had no suthority o make him
any such promise; that I would take the matter up with the proper personm.

I asked him what would be the nature of tie assurance he would want., He
stated that if I would write a confidential letter to the proper person,

preferably Mr. Hoover, and if I could show him e letter from the Bureau
steting that he would mot be transfered to Alcatraz efier his sentce, thai
would be all the assurance he desires.

In view of the fact that, im the reguler course of events, this
man might not be transfered to Alcatraz, and as it would not in sny way
compromise the Pureau or the department comeerning any court proceedings or
any sentence ke might receivs, I believe that should his information result
in the apprehension of Chapman, Roe,and Cole, he could well be assured that




% )

Director, #4 Mareh 17, 1938

he would not be transfered to Aleatraz.

From my talk wilh this man I em constrained to believe that
this hideout is either in Eastern Oklahoms or Western Arkenses,

It is requested that the writer be advised by coded wire
or telephone the Buresu's wishes in this matter,

Very truly yours,

Gus T, Jones,

AIR MAIL Special Agent in Charge,
ZPECIAL DELIVERY
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

76259

FILE NO.

REPORT MADE AT

Dallas, Texas

DATE WHEN MADE

3/18/38

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADE

3/8-9/38

REPORT MADE BY

D. B. Daviss

TITLE

¢

RALPH ROE, with aliases - FUGITIVE, I0 #1472;
THEODORE COLE, with aliases - FUGITIVE, I0 #147

%

CHARACTER OF CASE

L.

SYN

REF

DETAIIS:

OPSIS OF FACTS:

No such person as Nanie Buchman has resided at
4326 Frank Street, Dallas, Texas.

Mrs. B. E,

Buchanan, who resided at above address from

December, 1935,

to June, 1936, hes since died.

Subject Theodore Cole and Robert Burton Cornett
arrested Reno Hotel, Dallas, January 6, 1935,

in possession of stolen merchandise.

Sub jeed

Cole tumed over to U. S. Marshal, Dallas, for
return to Oklshoma City for triel for kidnaping.,
Indictment returned against Cornett Jenuary 13,
1925, by Dallss County Grend Jury, charging him

with theft.

Charge wes dismissed June 17, 1936,

Present whereaebouts of Cornett unknown to Dallas
Police Department or toc attorney who represented

him in Dellas,

Disposition sheet on Cornett is

being submitted herewith.

ERENCE:

P

Report of Special Agent M, E. (Qurnes, Sen Franeisco,

Californis, dated December 28, .937; and report of
Special Agent J. V. Murphy, Oklkhoma City, Oklehoma,

dated February 21, 1938,

4226 Frank Street, Dallas, Texas.

7

/
4

Agent ascertained that Mrs, Lily Lar presently resides st

Mrs, Lay was iaterviewed but was unable

to furmnish any informetion concerming former occwante of the premises,
stating that she moved to the above addreas Janugy 25, 1937, from another

section of the city.

She advised that Mr. Martii, who resides at 4016

Frank Street, has charge of the renting of the pemises,
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Mr. G. R.’mtm, 4016 Frank Street, Dallas, Texas, upomn
interview advised that he has mansged tHe premises located at 4326
Frank Street since the house was tuilf many years ago, and that he hag
never had a tenant by the name of{Bdchman. He advised, however, that
at one time a Mr. and Mra. Buchanan lived at 4326 Frank Street. Upon
examining his rent receipt book, he ascertained that Mr. and Mrs,

B. E.zBuchenan lived at the above address from December, 1935, to
June,1936. Mr. Martin advised further that the Buchenans, after moving
from the above address, rented a house from him located at 4326 Canal
Streets He stated that Mrs. Price, who still lives at 4328 Cenal,

was very friendly with Mrs. Buchanan and would possibly be in a posi~
tion to give some 1n;'_ofhtion pertaining to her present whereabouts.

Mrse Me A.{Price, 4328 Canal, : interview advised that
she was well acquainted with Mrs. Nani chanen when the Buchanens
lived at 4326 Canal Street. She stated'that the Buchanans moved from
this address to same address on Second Avenue, the number of which is
unknown to her. She stated that Mrs, Buchenan died during the latter
part of 1936 or the first part of 1937, She stated that she attended
the funeral of Mrs. Buchanan and knows she is dead.

Inspector Williem Fritz, Dallas, Texas, Police Department,
searched the records of the identification department of the Police
Depariment and advised that Subject Theodore Cole and Rebel Burton

\Comett were arrested at the Reno Hotel in Dallas, January 6, 1935,
by Officers R. W. Korn, Ernest Hutton, M. He Behimer, Joe Compton.
After his arrest, it was edcertained that Theodore Cole was an escape
from the Oklahome State Penitentiary and wes wanted by the Federal
authorities in connection with some kidnaping in Oklshoma. Ipspector
Fritz advised that Cole was turned over to the Unitéd States Marshal,
Dalles, Texas, and removed to Oklahoma City, where he was tried and
convicted in the Federal Court for Kidnaping. Inspectoer Fritz suggested
that agent contact one of the arresting officers for details of this

arresting.

officer R. W. Korn, Dallas Police Department, advised that
the arrest of Cole and Cornett was predicated upon information received
by him to the effect that two men were staying at the Reno Hotel and
that these two men had some stolen mercha:;iis: énltheir 11;>os:!legsi:n. R
er their arrest on January 6, 1935, Subject Cole was turned over to
Att{: United States Marshal in Dallas for removal to Oklahoma City, where
he was tried for kidnaping. A complaint was filed in Criminal District
Court No. 1, Dallas, Texas, against Cornett, charging him with tg;ft of
over £50,00, and he was turned over to the Dallas County authorities
for trial, A notation in Cornett®s file indicates that the above cherge

against him was dismissed on June 17, 1936,




A photograph of Cornett was obteined from the identifica~
tion bureau of the Dallas, Texas, Police Department and is being ®
::ggsxsitted to the Oklahoma City Division, attached to copies of this

e

4
The following deseription of "Rebel™ Burton Cornett was
obtained from the arrest record card: ‘

Neme ‘ "Rebel" Burton Cornett
Age 39

Height 5 £t. 10 ine

Weight 151

Build Slender

Hair Light Chestnut

Eyes Blue

Camplexion Medium

Occupation Laborer

Nativity Kentucky

Residence Middleton, Ohic ,
Scars & Marks Middle finger right hand

amputated secomd joint.
Criminal record Arrested Dallas, Tex. PD
1=6~35 for theft - No,13325~

Charge dismissed 6-17-36,

Through the cooperation of Assistant District Attorney Eugene
Bailey, Dallas County, Texas, it was ascertained that Cornett was indicted
under the name of Robert B,{Cornett, January 13, 1935, for theft of
over §$50400, and that this indigtment was dismissgd June 17, 1926, at
the request of Mr, J. Hs Martin, attorney for Cornett, The records
further indicated that R. W\[/Brown and Lilli wn signed the appearsnce
bond of Cornett. :

Mrs Je Hoe Martin, upon interview,Fidelity Building, Dallas,
Texas, advised that in 1935 he was associated in the practicy of law
with Mr, Frank A. Morris. He stated that Mr. Morris, while n the Dallas
county Jail talking to other prisoners, made arrangements to represent
Cornett. He stated that at this time he was representing Mr. R, W.
Brown, whose signature appears on the appearance bond of Cornutt, and
that he, Martin, had power-of-sttorney to sign the name of Mr.Brown

and his wife, Mrs. Lillian Brown, to appearance bonds. He sta‘ed that
Mr. and Mrs. Brown have never seen Cornett and knew nothing about their

8 arance bond with the exception of what hy, Martin
gaazgeioggiggeglz hltr.afégtin advised that at his request the District ’
Attorney did not set Cornett's case for trial, dus to the fact -hat
Cornett could not be located and he did not want to forfelt his bond.
Before the case was set on the criminal calendar, the indictment was
dismissed, due to the fact that certain tedhnicgl faults were found which
justified the dismissal of the case before the bond was forfeited.

Mr. Martin was unsble to furnish any informetion as to the
present whereabouts of Cornett, but stated that he remembers Cornett
resided in some small town in Oklahoma and has a brother who resides
on some Rural Route, possibly out of Oklahoma Citye.
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,{;’B;ar Sir:

Mr. J. E. Hoover, Director,
*«\(

DALTAS FIELD DIVISION

(Name and address of Contributor)
March 18, 1938

(Date)

Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Dgpartment of Justice,
Washington, D

ey

Following are additional records in cases on which fingerprints have been mailed to the

Federal Bureau of Investigation:

Arrested or Charge Disposition

Received
1-6-55’ PD’ Dallas, TGX.
Noe 133256 o

Name; Aliases
and Number

ROBERT BURTON CORNETT
alias "Rebel" Burton -

Bureau File

Number
Indicted 1-13=35 by

Theft over $S50 Dallas Coe Grand J

(For instructions see reverse side)

RN
Cornett-r J Charges dismissed
6w17=36,4 #V/}
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This form to he submitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Depariment of Justice, to report dispositions of cases in which
prints have been forwarded premlously.-;Dlsp081tlons_1nclude such-information
as advice relative to sentences imposed, fines,. acqulttals, dismissals, etc.
Several cases may be listed on each sheet.

Where the Bureau file number is available it should be used.

e Primary classifications, if available, should be given in report-
ing common names.

.






























Director,

M. 3. Bepartment of Justice ("
Bresn of Infeatigation

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI,
MARCH' 15, 1938.

ATR MATL
SPECIAL DELIVERY

Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

RAI.‘PHOROE, with aliases, FUGITIVE,
I 0 7#1472; THEODOREYCOLE, with
aliases, FUGITIVE, I O #1471.
ESCAPED FEDERAT, PRISONER

Re:

Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following:

Name (inc. aliases)

Approximate Date

City, Police Fingerprints for- Fingerprint
Arrest, or Other adrded Bureau of Classifica-
Number. ,3\ CZ’ V,//gnvestlgatlon. tion.

Flint C/{Brennon  U.S .Penitez;é;/ary,

Reg. #4967

O L e

Please forward to the Kansas City Field Division two photographs of
Flint Ce Brannon.

RECORDED

s, | 770 57 5-«@2@/

Very truIy yours,

LAY OF LY TIGATlu
- g Ly,
DWiGHT BRANTIEY 1 .¢ PF JUSTICE

Special Ageént &P CHREYES }

U NS
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR . .
Fetreral Bureanu of Inuestigation
PEFs CDW United States Department of Justice
MWashington, B. d.
March 24, 1938.

. 30
Time --7 »—-'49‘"’
\
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TAMM /
o e

Re Cole anchoe.

Y s o

I telephoned Si/C Ladd at the Chicago Office with reference to the
articles which are appearing in the papers here to the effect that
the police in Chicago are spreading a net to effect the apprehension

4_{5{ of the two above named individuals, who were identified in St. Louls
as having been on their way to Chicago. I inguired whether he had
any information on this matter.

Mr. Ladd said that apparently theg State Police at Springfield, Ill.,
broadcasted some similar radio/announcement for the State Police.
Having learned of this, Mr. L&dd got in touch with the Peoria

Office and asked them to chgck at Springfield to see what this was
all about. This evenin ire Ladd received a teletype from St.
Louis saying that a MissifKirkpatrick, who runs a lunch room in

St. Louis, gave sandwiches t6tWo men in her restaurant at 11:40

on March 22nd. She states these men said they were from Los

Angeles and were en route to Chicago. She did not know anything
about their means of travel or anything of that kind. After they
left, this woman read an article in a detective magazine about Cole
and Roe, and identified the photographs of Cole and Roe as being the
two men to whom she gave sandwiches. She apparently notified the
St. Louis Police Department and the St. Louis Bureau Office. There
is nothing to indicate that the two men in question were residing in
St. Louis, and no leads were obtained in St. Louis to indicate their
present location or destination., The investigation is being continued
by the St. Louis Office.

A copy of the above mentioned teletype was sent to the Bureau by St.
Louis, and no further information is in the possession of the Chicago

Oftice. RECORDED &-INDEXFB
Respectfullys Q'Z éy é 01
X AA) ) ol S TIAATION
P. E. FOXHOFTH.

Bl 20 1936 4. .
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the trading post; that these people come into the camp at all hours and leave

the same way without taking the trouble to give any notice of their departure

or leaving a forwarding

shown the photographs o b7D

rHe_ad!iﬁed_zﬁﬁz the only photograph which appears familiar 18 °

hat he believes he saw this men around Waddell some time dwring
the present cotton picking season but has not seen him recently and knows
nothing concerning his exact identity or present whereabouts. He added that
he feels reasonably certain that he has not seen the other two men around
there in recent months, Although the Post Office was closed at the time this
investigation was being made late in the evening, Mr, STANIEY succeeded in .
gaining admittance and in the writer's presence exhibited the three photo=
graphs, aforementitned, to the Postmistress, informing her at the same time
that the inquiry was strictly confidential, She was unable to recall having
seen any of these parties and search of her records failed to reveal their
names as present or former patrons, Likewise no forwarding address could be
found for any of them, g :

We (BUD)/gig;S, proprieter of a treding post located on

ReR. 1, Peoria, Arizona, and located four miles from Waddell, Arizona, wae intere
viewed and in strict confidence was shown the three photographs aforementioneds
He advised that he believes that during the present cotton picking season he

has seen parties resembling CRAWFORD and SEETELL JOHNSON at his trading post,
where cotton pickers within a two mile radicus come to cash their tickets, He
added, however, that he has no reccllection of having seen these parties rew
cently., Accompanied by Mr. Bates, the writer visited the varicus cotton pickers?
camps in that vicinity but sew no one fitting the description or resembling

the photeographs of the JCHNSONS and CRAWFORD, Likewise no one was found fitting
the descripticns or resembling photographs of subjects.

Both Mr. BATES and Mr, STANIEY promised to keep this inquiry
strictly confidential and to notify the writer in the event they obtain any
information concerning these parties,

The following investigationwas conducted by Special Agent
We Ho Osborne at La Jolla, Californias !

Mr. and Mrs, ROEERT G.‘BQ;LLIPSON were located at the la
Jolla Gold Club and upon being interviewed stated that they came into the
United States from Canada on December 14, 1937, and stopped in Portland, Oregon,
on the night of the 14th and entered the State of Californis at Dunsmuir on



December 16, 1937, enroute to La Jolla, Californis, where they have spent the
winters for a number of years, When questioned as to whether they had visited
the lighthouse at Portland or made any purchases of books or other riterature
relative to the tides and currents of San Francisco Bay, they stated that they
do not know where the lighthouse is located in Portland and did not hawe any
interest in the tides or currente of San Francisco Bay.

During the conversation it was learned that these people eome
from Chilliwack, Canada, where Mr, PHILLIPSON owns and operates a golf course
and from their appearancc, it was Agent's impression that these pecple are
rather comfortebly fixed financially, These people cooperated with Agent in
answering all questions fully and without hesitation and from their appearance
and attitude it is not believed thet they are in any way connected with this
case,

At the Windansea Hotel, La Jolla, California, it wes learned
that these people have spent several winters there and are wealthy touriste
from Canada, who spend a consicerable porticn of their time on the la Jolla
Golé Clut course, They are reported tc be very highly respected people,

UNLEVELOPEL IEAD:

THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE at Bakersfield, California, will
conduct investigation requested in reference report.

~ PENDING «









P.0.Box 1558
Mahomet,I1l1.
Mar,28,1938

Federal Bureau of'Identification,
J.EBEdgar Hoover Director.
Washington,D.C.

Sir:

On Friday Mar,IIth, two men in a black colored V8 Ford coach ,
earing Texas 1iczﬂ§e plates,stoped in this tewn at the Charles
Wackson filling sfationfor about twenty minutes which gave Mri— -
ackson time to Make note of their features, also at the station

was & Mr.Rogelyy/Miaher of 2I7-S-Lecust St,Champaign,Ill.

7“ After thede two strangers had left lir.Jackson called me in
and gave me an account of their actions and their description and
said they left town going north on Rt,47,

Yesterday béing “Sunday,I picked up & magazine and saw the
/ piletures of RalthRoe and Theodore’Cole: I immediately showed the
<fr’” pictures to Mr.Jackson and he declared positivly that they were
the men that had been in his place on the above date.

I then went to Champaign and contacted Mr.Maher and he to
declared that the man with the turned up nose was identical, but

the other man had avoided his eye and for that reason he was not

so positive about him,

I guestioned both Mr.Jackson and Mr,Maher in regard to the
height and general descriytion of each and in my opinion they
telleyed, I then inguired of the licence number and was informed
that due to the mud condition of the plates it could not be taken.

I am encloseing the pictures I ipped from the magazine
and am hoping this little bit of ipformation may help in following

the trail of these two men,

Very truly

Constable Champaign County.

’
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\ e Hedieral Bureaw of Investigation
United States Aepartment of Instice

1612 FPederal Reserve Bank Bldge,
Kangas City, Missouri
March 29, 1938

Direetor,
Federal Buresu of Investigation,
Washington, De Ce

RE: RALPI?ROE with alisges, FUGITIVE, Ie Oe 11723
TEEODOREéOIE, with aliases, FUGITIVE, Ie Oe
1713 ESCAPED FEDERAL FRISONER.

‘j{ ' Deay Sir: : .

Referenes is made to Bureau letter dated March 21, 1938,
(Bureaun File 76~2686), relative to the arrengements to be made with
Flint Ce Bremnon, Us Se Penitentiery, Leevenworth, Kanses Register
#9670, for him to obbein informetion concerning Relph Roe and Theow
dore Cole from Jamesz?.oe, _the brother of Ralph Roes

/\( This will advise that in accordance with previcus arw
rengements effeoted by this office with Deputy Warden Ce Je Shubblee
{ worth of the Us Se Penitentisry at Leavenworth, Kansas, end with
T Bramnon, Brepnon was met outside of the prison getes during the eerly
morning of March 23, 1938 by Special Agent We Le Listermen, after
ich he was brought to Kaensas City, Missourie It msy be steted thab
Brannon received a final discharge from the Us S. Penitentiery and,
therefore, it is not necessary for him to report to eny Probetion Of-
ficer as & conditionsel relessee. He was furniched tramsportetion by
the prison euthorities to his home in Texarkensa, Texas, snd will leave
OJ by Missouri Pacific Trein at 9:Li5 pamey March 29, 1938, for his home
at 1003 Milem Street, Texarksne, Texas, where he intends to rejoin
his family, consisting of his wife, Mary Brannon, son James Brannon,
ege 19, who is presently employed by the Western Auto Supply Company
in that eity, and deughter Betty Brannon, sge 12

Brannon relsted that he is still willing to endeavor to
‘é? obtain what information he can concerning the whereebouts of Roe and

&” Hole if said information cen possibly be obtained from Jemes Roe, he
& “?’be:‘mg willing to perform these services for & monetary considerationa A
Qéb 3 No promise of en exact sum of money was made to Bramnon since all { 5 &
45‘;9 Q finael errangements are being left to the Dallss Field Divisions, Of PT% “\i,a“\
Q/’\, c;‘," course, Bramnon expects expense money, since abt the time of his rew 3!& e};«)
& ~ lesse, he only had a few dollerse During the course of the converses - v
Y tion with Bramnon in the Kansas City Office, he stated that in addition {IQ t7 \
” to the expense money, it would be advisable to furnish him with en t{ P
M automobile for the purpose of proceeding to New Mexico or any other k{_/“,’{
B§int where James Roe might be located, since he believed that more ;
’
) & o= T ; ) Tl
‘ M)_QQ - e oy -ll(’n’\”Ui“.‘
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effective results could be accomplished by having an aubtomobiles
With regard to the automobile, however, he suggested that if one
were furnished to him that he also be furnished with some sort

of a bill of sale, whether it be genuine or otherwise, snd that
license plates registered in his name be on the automwbile, so that
there would be no possibility for James Roe to check back on the
registration and thereby ascertein thet he might be using an auto=
mobile belonging to somebody connected with the Buresuse

The metter of furnishing him with en automobile is being
left to the discretion of the Bureau, end it is suggested that it
- advise the Dallas Field Division Office scceordingly, preparatory to
the contacting of Brannon at Texerkens, Texes by an Agent of the
 Dallas Offices

e

Arrengements were made with Bremmon for en Agent of the
Dallag” Office to contact him on Mondey, April 11, 1938 It is sug=-
gegted thet an experienced Agent be delegated for this contact and
1, 3 accordance with Brannon's suggestion, the Agent mey contact a Mre
eckley of the Union Furniture Company, 225 West Broad Street,
Texarkana, Texas, to ascertein the exact whereebouts of Bramnon, of °
course, not relating the mature of the business to be discussed with
Brannone Brannon suggested this method of contact, inasmuch as he
end his femily may move from their present residence at 1003 Milem
Street between now end April 11, 19384 At the time of this contacth,
finael errengements can be made with Brammon relative to his proposed
visit o James Roe for obtaining the desired informetions Arrange-
ments also cen be made for & subsequent conbact to debermine what
informetion he has obtaineds Along this line, it might be suggested
that some method of commumication from Bremnon be arranged in the
event he obtains immediete information concerning the then whereebouts
of the fugitives in this case, without necessitating his return to
his home or to Dallas, Texas to relate the informetion.

During the course of the conversation, Bramnon menbioned the
neme of & former locel law enforcement officiel in that vicinity of
Texes, whom he did not trust end whom he inaiired as to whether he
hed eny connection with the Bureaus This individual's name is Spure

geon Harringbon, Brennon stating that he did not desire to be corntacted
by him if he was employed by the Bureaus

Braunon elsc related that e Bob Pringle, who is alleged to

be o present inmate of the U, Se Penitentiary on Alcebraz Islend,
weg exceedingly friendly with Roe and Cole during their incarceration

-2”
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v on the Islendsg It is suggested that the San Francisco 0ffice enw
deevor to determine the identity of Pringle and check his corresw
pondence end friends for possible leads in connection with this
casee

Prior to the discharge of Bramnon from Leavenw rth, he
ascertained through conversetions with other inmetes that James and
Ralph Roe had the following friends or connections:

Harry J.Q(Alberbs, Bl Paso, Texes, slleged to be
e cendidate for office of Sheriff at El Pasoe

Delljiarpenter, 1213 No Peach Ste, Fte Worth,
Texas, believed to be an inmete of USP, Leavenworth,
Kensas et present time, but family at Fte Worth, kmown
to the, Roe brotherse

A o/iYoud (or Ay Gould), end Teddy Youd (or Gould),
902—- Seuth, El Paso, Texas, vho operates & cendy and
cigar storee

Family of Jack ijfﬁ_.lliems s 25 Bast Tth Ste, San
Angelo, Texase Jack Williams presently incarcerated
Leavenmorth, but family known to the Roe brotherse

DanFIarless, 2529 Gillham Road, XKansas City, Moa

With respect to Dan Harless, Bramnon stated that Harless
was & friend of James Roe end furnished Roe with his address immediete=
1y prior to his discharge from Leavenworthe

It was ascertained thmwugh L. Je Grout, Probation Officer,
Kensas Cibty, Moe, that Harless was presently reporting to him as a prow
betioner, resided at 2529 Gillham Road, and was employed at the Duff
end Repp Furniture Compeny, 1216 Main Street, Kansas City, Moe

It is suggested that no contacts or investigation be made
at the present time of the addresses furnished by Bremnon and set forth
hereinbefore, until Bremnon has had an opportunity to contact James
Roe in this mabter, since it will be necessary for Bramnon himself to
obtein the information concerning the exact whereabouts of James Roe
prior to contacting him, in order that he may advise Roe as to the
mesns of obteining his location if the letter questions him closelys

The suggestion is being made to the Oklehome City Office,
the office of origin herein, that it furnish sufficient seriasls of
its files to the Dallas Office relative to the background of Jemes
Roe prior to the contect of Breammon by an Agent of that Officee

-3 -
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For the assistance of the Dallas Officey, there is transw
mitted with copies of this lebtery, a copy of the latest photograph
of Flint C4 KBrannon, Register #9670, USP, Leaverworth, Kansass

Very truly yours,

Speécial Agent in Chargbe

WLL:VC

Té=li71

cc Bhiahoma City (2) Air Mail, Spe. Dele
Sen Francisco (2)
El Paso (2) 'f n
Dallas = Ence (2) " "







JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

o ¢

DIRECTOR
Hederal Burean of Inuestigation
Wnited States Bepartment of Justice /
Washington, . .
EAT:DM
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Time - 2:25 B. March 29, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

RE: ROE AND COLE

SAC Guinane telephoned Wl'bh eference to the above case, stating that
he had just talked to Tom¥ tone, who was just released from the
Penitentiary; that according to Agent Frank Smith, who has
known him for some time, he has some excellent contacts with the
associates of Roe and Cole, and really knows them. Antone advised
he is ready to visit Seminole, Texas, and claims that .if these
fellows are out, he can get the information; that he states he
doesn!t know anything right now, but thinks he can get the information.
VMr. Guinane requested authorization to advence Antone $100,00 in
payments of $25.00 to take care of his travel expenses to Texas, and
the necessary authorization was granted. I told Mr. Guinane to get

_him started right away.

Res wfully,
E. A, TAMM.
RiBEORvs j (a ‘ a é—g'é’ 300 :
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DIRECTOR

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . . ’/

Hederal Burean of Inuestigation
EAT: CDV Wnited States Aepartment of Justice
Maahinginn, A. d.
March 26, 1938.

Time - 2:10 P.HM, -

MENORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

Re: Cole and Roe.

C SAC Fletcher telephoned me from Little Rock and said that he i
recejpt of a letter today from the Sheriff at Berryville, Arkansas,

\ reléiive to the two above named individusls. The Sheriff writes thet.

e time ago, Ted®Cole was shot by a then Deputy Sheriff named Frank

oyd, and that on Merch 22nd, 2 man came to Boyd's house at Urbanette,

Arkansas, and asked to sbay over night. The Boyds took the man in

§ / J and let him sleep in the barn over night, giving him a quilt. The
| f next morning. when this man came to return the qiuilt, he was invited
_ in for breakfast. At that time, Boyd, whc had not seen the man before,

came in to look him over, whereupon the man hastily left. MNr. Boyd
now says that this man was none other than Ted Cole, whom he shot in

/ ! \\ 1929, znd who swore 2t that time to come back some time and “get"
’ ! Boyd. Ted Cole has a former wife residing in that vieinity, and is
’ C well known to the Sheriff's Office at Berryville. The Sheriff in his

iy letter stated that due to rather strained Ffinancial conditions he had
- k) not been able to make much of an investigetion, but that from the
’ investigation which he has conducted, he is satisfied the man in questia
/ was Cole. Boyd told the Sheriff that he did not try to take Cole into
) custody at that time for the reason that he was unarmed, but did not
") explain why Cole did not "get™ him as he hed threatened.

) (,)/ I told Mr. Fletcher to have this matter investigabed at once and to

,’ make sure that everything is done that is humanly possible to determine

7‘) whether or not this individual is in fact Cole. I told Mr. Fletcher
to let us know the results of this investigation.

Respectfully,

EY AV TAMM,

NL-26%4- 30/
FEDERAL BUREAU OF nvzsnsm:’(m
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER .

9

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Wnited States Aepartment of Justice

DIRECTOR

EAT:CDW

MWashington, B, C.
March 29, 1938.

Time - 10:20 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE L

Re: Cole and Roe.

Mr. Fletcher telephoned me from Little Rock and said that they have had
a conference with Mrs.jCole. Mrs. Cole said she has heard divers rumors -~
that Cole is in that ngighborhood, as a result of which she has been try- -~
ing to get in touch with a State Police Officer whom she has seen going o
up and down the highway near her house; that she finally reuched him at =~
Harrison, Arkensas, where she talked to him about the situation, informing
this State Policeman that while she did not know where Cole was, she thought\
perhaps she could find him. When the Agents talked to her tonight, she A
said her only source of informatimwould be her folks; that she intends

to get in touch with them; that she would be interested in receiving some
money for information which she furnishes resulting in the apprehension of “/

Cole and that she does not want over $300.00. 3

Mr. Fletcher said that they are talking to the other people in the house |
vwhere Mrs. Cole lives to get their versions of whether or not they think -
Cole has been there. A bank robbery friend of Gole's has been interviewed, =
and this men said that as a matter of fact he does not know Cole persomally -
and consequently does not know whether he is in Arkansas at this time.

No one else who has been interviewed up there has seen Cole in ‘that
vicinity recently. However, they interviewed one young men who said that
he has not seen any strangers around there except the same man wearing
the same kind of clothes as the man we are looking for. He partiaslly

identifies this man from photographs as being Cole.

"r

??

I

Mr. Fletcher said that they are going to imstitute a fully open and com-
plete investigation of this entire situation up there for the purpose
of determining whether or not in fact Cole was up there. .
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

EAT:CDW

Time -

o

Hederal Burean of Inuestination

United States Department of Justice
Washington, D, @.
March 29, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR _THEuhmeeon: ; : Z—a

f e

U?« -

Re' f’) Cole andﬁRoe.

SEC Fletcher telephoned me fram Little Rock and said that from the
investigation which has been cenducted thus far in Berryville, Ark.,
and vicinity, there have been no affirmative developments. They

have secured the cooperation of the trainmen down there in asking

all of their employees to be on the lookout for a man of. the
description of the individual we are seeking. He said that they
\ have another partial identification of the photograph of Cole as

‘ having been seen in the railroad yards at Berryville on the 22nd

) of March, wearing the same type of clothes as the clothes which
the individual we are seeking is wearing. Mr. Fletcher said they
have tried to develop latent fingerprints in the barn where this man
is alleged to have stayed one night, without success.

Mr. Fletcher said they have a rumor t

o ;the effect that Cole would con-

tact a former bank robber named Oliveﬂ.]’onés. Investigation is being

conducted with reference to thisman,

d he will be interviewed to

see if he knows anything about the whereabouts of Cole.

He said that they have installed a plant on the residence of Cole's
former wife, and the plant will be continued for three or four days,
and if nothing is ocbtained therefrom, the entire family will be 1:( -

viewed.

Mr. Fletcher will keep me advised of developments.
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JOHN EPGAR HOOVER . .
DIRECTOR - !

/!

Federal Burean of Investigation
EATsCDW Hnited States Aepartment of Justice
MWashington, B. @.
March 29, 1938.

Time - 6305 - P.H.

MENMORBANDUM FOR T

AL Qe
Re&zo%le andcéoé{

— SAC Fletcher telephoned me from Little Rock,Arkansas, with referencé to
the investigation which is being conducted at Berryville, Arkansas, con-
eerning the report that Cole is in that vicinity. He said that Mrs.

ole, upon waom they are maintaining a plant, this afternoon went down

“})—to Alpena Pass and entered the office of the State Police there, where

she indicated she might be able to furnish some information about the
whereabouts of Cole if she were pald some money. The State Police did
not know what to tell her, so they turned her over to the Sheriffts Office
where arrangements were made to contact her tonight at eight o'clock.
This information came to us through the Sheriff's Office at Berryville.
Mr. Fletcher said that he plans to get his men in the ground floor of
this situstion and take the matter over, inquiring whether he would be
authorized to make a payment to this woman for delivery of the fugitive.
I told Mr. Fletcher by all means he was authorized to make a reasonable
payment, and as soon as they talk to this woman and get her proposition,
he should get in touch with me and let me know what the proposition is
so that the Buyreau could pass on it. In any event, I told Mr. Fletcher
that any officer which is made to this woman should be made on a C.0.D.
basis. The actual office of the State Police is located at Harrison,
Arkansas. :

I told Mr. Fletcher to call me as soon as they have finished with the
conference with this woman.
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Hederal Burean of Inuestigation

Hnited States Bepartment of Justice

1612 Federal Reserve Bank Bldge,
Kensas City, Missouri
March 30, 1938

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigetion,
Washington, De Ce

: RALPH ROE, with eliases, FUGITIVE, I. Os 1L472;
TEEOBOBI}»COLE, with aliases, FUGITIVE, I. O.
1,471; ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONER.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 1li. E.
Gurnea, San Francisco, dated 12=28=37, which sets forth a list of
released and transferred prisoners from Alcabraz Island Peniten=-
tiary, as well as the names and addresses of their relatives, re-
gquesting that such persons be loceted and interviewed.

With parbicular reference to page 19 of the above men=-
ed report, this will advise that ‘Wood:ﬁ’o:c‘dﬁi awk, brother of Henw
Rawl,, 22247, who resides at 1721 8th Avenue, Ste Joseph, Moe,
has! been interviewed by Special Agent John W, Cores Although Wood=-
ford Hewk was unable to furnish any information in comnection with
this case, he did offer to interview his brother, Henry Hawk; a
life termer at the Nebraska State Penitentiary, for any infomation
the latber might possess concerning Roe and Coles

Woodford Hewk indicated that he has furnished informae
tion of valite to the Police Department and would be glad to assist
this Bureau in eny possible ways Hawk has his own small house and
mokes a living by trucking dirt, but his residence is located in a.n
extremely poor neighborhood of the ciby of St, Josephe

In the event it is desired for Woodford Hawk to proceed
to Nebraska for the purpose of interviewing his brother, it will be
necessary to defray his expenses to that point a.nd back to S’c. Jow=

L
g,,,:a

et~ 3
;\‘\,f"

seph, lMissouri
B * RECORDED & INDEXER 7{3- Rb 56 -

Tt is suggested that the Bureau advise the Kensas City
Office whether Woodford Hawk should be furnished 'Eh 'bhe necessary”
expenses for the purpose of conbtacting his brother re,gﬁz;@g.veltq ghgs
mattere )

cc. Oklahoma City
San Francisco
Omeha

TLL:VC

76-L71
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Hedersl Buwvessr of Inbestigation
M. 3, Bepuriment of Justice

POST CFFICE BCX 1276

OKLATIOA CTTY, OKLATOMA

MARCH 29, 1938

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Trashington, D.Ce.

Dear Sir:

RE: RALPH-ROE, with aliases, FUGITIVE,
T.0. 14723
TIEODORE. COLE, with aliases, FUGITIVE,
T.0e 1471
ESCA?ED FEDERAT, PRISONERS

Confirming telephone conversation of March 29, 1938,
with Mr. Be Ae Tamm, authority is requested to advance $100.00,
in gmounts of 425,00 during the course of the next month, to
TOII4ANTONE, ajconfidential informant who was released from the
Oklahoms State Penitentiary, McAlesbtber, Oklahoma, on lMarch 1, 1938,

Special Agent Frank S, Smith during the past few years

contacted Antone at licAlesbtber Pemitentiary, where he was incarcerated,

serving & ‘term for bank robbery, and gained the confidence of
Antone, and had suggested to Antone that when he was released to
conbact Agent Smith at the Oklahoma City Office.

On llsrch 28, 1938, Antone called at the Cklahoma City

office and was interviewed by the writer and Agent Frank Smith.

He related that his niece, ,now residing in COklshoma City, was
formerly the wife of AlvinjXarpis gnd that his sister, Carol
V;fTa:akersley, was the wife of Herman ker, deceased, brother of
"Doe!" end PrediBarker, sons of "Mfa'dBarker. His sister, Carol
Tankersley, for meny years was rated as one of the leading gangster
molls in ‘this part of the country and for years was closely asso-

ciated with a great number of dangerous criminals throughout the

Southwest.
;
Antone served time at McAlester while Ralph Roe and the
Barkers were incarcerated There, and assoclabed with Ralph Roe.
He is also well acquainted with Theodore Cole. Antone escaped
from MeAlester and was living with ilowy Underhill and Ralph Roe

c-aga0
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in the same house until the day previous “to the apprehension of

{ndsihlllo | ' ’ ‘)*‘} REO’ORJLD // AQ// Sj—é 3@§
| ' f‘» ¥ INDEXED ! o |
OPIES DESTROYED \5;«‘ \%\\ v

1966 D ¥
- B - ’ \i\“/

‘,‘ u'l) “H i ‘




-

Antone stated that since his release from lMeAlester on
March 1, 1938, he has been sbaying with his two nieces in Oklahome
City end has not been in close contact with the umderworld, but
because of his close association with Roe and Cole and his knowledge
of their contacts he believes that he can obtain definite informe-
tion as to their whereabouts if they actually escaped from Alcatraze

In this connection Antone stated that it was his belief
thet they probably hod plans made to effect their escape because of
the fact that Ralph Roe is naturally e coward and is considered
"yellow" and that in his opinion Roe would never have attempted to
escape unless some fairly good arrangements had been made. With
reference to Cole, he stated that Cole would try anything and was
considered to have plenty of daring and courage, but that Ralph Roe
had none and would not have attempted an escape unless plans had
been made to get them out of the water.

It was Antone's belief, based on supposition only, that
"Doch Barker had probably plemned their ‘escape and promised to
finance them with the idea in mind of Roe end Cole later perfecting
arrangements for a delivery of “Doc" Barker and his associates from
Alcatrase Antone stated that "Doc" Barker and Ralph Roe were very
close friends and for this reason he thought it was possible that
if they effected their escape "Doc" Barker nmight have made arrange=-
ments for them to make connections with parties in Chicago to assist
them in a possible delivery at Alcabtraz.

Antone stated very clearly that he did not at this time
have any definite information and would not attempt to give any,
bub he felt he was in such a position now that he could obtain
definite informati¢gn by visiting former associates of Roe and Cole,
particularly HazelAUnderhill, who lives in the vicinity of lionahan,
Texas, "Birdie"fPruitt, a known associate of gangsters who lives
in the vicinify of Ardmore, Oklahoma, and an Indien girl who formerly
lived with "Birdie" Pruitt, and who was formerly a sweetheart of
Ralph Roe, who is quite wealthy and has in the past furnished money
t0 Ralph Roe, according to Antone, and would at any time harbor him
and furnish him money., This Indian girl now lives in the vicinity
of Ardmore, Oklahoma. There is also another woman at Denison,
Texas, whose name will be obtained and furnished the Bureau, whom
Antone knows is a close combact of Roe'se

It is Antone's intention, if he secures sufficient money
to travel on, to visit these former associates of Roe and to oblain
any information which he can discreetly pick up concerning them,
and has promised to immediately furnish this information to the writer
and Special Agent Frank Smithe

—2-’
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It is ‘the opinion of Agent Smith that Antone is in a
position to secure information and will secure information and
furnish same to this office. Antone impressed the wrilter as being
one who would probaebly secure valuable informatione

In accordance with authorization from lir. Tamm, $100400
will be advanced to Antone in parcels of $25.,00 Lo cover his
expenses in meking these contacts, and any information obbtained
will be immedistely furnished the Bureaue

Very truly yours,

B

E. P. GUINANE
SPECIAL AGEHT IN CHARGE

IEPG:os
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This investigation is predicated upon informetion received in a letter
from H. M. Beckler, P.0. Box 921, Lynch, Kentucky, addressed to the
Louisville Division, and the contents of same briefly narrate the follow=
ingt That H. M. Beckler is of the opinion that he attended school at
Copper Hill, Tennesses, with Subject Theodore Cole; that Cole hed two
brothers, one of whom is dead, and the other now résides in Fontans,

North Cerolina. The letter further advises that Theodore Cole’s father’s |
neme was Dal, and that the Coles have relatives presently residing nearxr
Ducktown, Tennesseeo '

AT LYNGH, 'mmncxr

Agent contacted Mr. Rice Walton, Postmaster, who advised that he 1is not
personally acquainted with H. M. Beckler, but that he knows We R. Beckler,
Cost Clerk of the U. S. Coal and Coke Corporation, a subsidiary of the

' U, S. Steel Corporation, and that W. R. Beckler enjoys a very good repus -

tation in the town of Lynch and is a man who can be depended on to g:lve
truthful information.

At the Fed.eral Building, Agent contvactved Mr, Wo R. Beckler, who advised
that he and his brother, H. M. Beckler attended the Public School at

- Grassy Creek, Temnessee, at which time a Theodore Cole was also a pupil
~ there, Mr. Beckler stated that as hs now recalls Theodore Cole had two
‘brothers, Clarence Cole and Rhuphord Cole; thet there were not any sisters

in the. Cole family. Mr. Beckler continued that the Cole family lived in
Polk County, Tennessee, at & place known as Ducktown. He.added that he
believed the Coles were originally for the West, and that Mrs. Cole died
about fifteen years ago and the family moved back to Colorado or scme
other western tewn, end then later returned to Tennessees Agent produced
a photograph of Subject Cole, and exhibited seme to Mr, Besckler, who stated
that same did not resemble the Cole known %o him; however, he added that
he has not seen Theodore Cole for about fifteen ysers, and doubted if

he would recognize him at this time. He continued that the ‘Theodore Cole
known %0 him would be between the sges of thirty~five and forty, and that
Subject Cole was too young %o be identical with the one known %o him,

. Mr. Beckler advised that his brother, H. M. Beckler, who resides at 880

Liberty Street, might have additional infomation relative to this case.




 Agent interviewed Mrs. Allen F,

_ Agent contacted Mr. H. M, Beckler at bis residence in Lynch, Kentucky.
Mr. Beckler stated that he had read an account of Subject's escape fram -
the Federal Penitentiary on Alcatraz Islend, near San Francisco, Calie
fornia, and same had brought to his memory a Theodore Cole whom he and
his brother hed known end attended school with in Grassy Creek, Tennessee.

H. M. Beckler's information relative to his attendance at school with .
Theodore Cole is identical with that furnished by his brother, We Re =
Beckler, and same is not being set out here. ‘

. Mr. He M. Beckleor added that he has not seén Theodore 0019 in about

- twelve years or more, at which time he was. approximately nineteen or
twenty years of age, possibly twenty-ome years of age. He continued that
the Theodors Cole kmown to him would at the present time be approximately
_ thirty-five years of age, or thereabouts. H. M. Beckler stated that he

" recalls there were three of the Cole boys, nsmely: Theodore, Rhuphord
and Clarence. He added that the mother of these boys died and their

. father took them to Oklahoma or scme place in the West, where he remarried
and then returned to Tennessee.

'Mr. Ho M. Beckler stated that Clerence and Theodore Cole in later Years
got into some sort of trouble, for which he heard they had been sent to

- a Penitentiary. He stated that the family around Ducktown and Cppper Hill,
Tennessee, told everyone that Clarence and Theodore were dead. 'Mr. Beckler
stated further that the brother, Rhuphord Cole, worked in a mine 'at one
time in Lynech, Kentucky, and that while pursuing such employment he lost

a leg as the result of an accident, and subsequently returned to Tennessee
~and later moved to Fontana, North Carolina, which is near Murphy, North

' caroline. He stated that he belleved Rhuphord Cole is presently residing
somewhere in Florida. A photograph of Subject Cole was exhibited to Mre
H. M. Beckler, who stated that same looked like the Theodore Cole imown ‘

' . to him; however, he could not meke a positive tdentification in view of

the fact that he had not seen Cole in twelve or more ‘years. ’

H. M. Beckler advised that Theodora Cole has a cousin who is presently
- residing in Lynch, Kentucky, end that this cotsin, a Mrs. Allen F. Soward,.
_ m:lght be able to furnish additiona information relative to Sub,]ect Cole.

oward at her place of residence, 494
Main Street. Mrs. Soward stated that she has a cousin by the name of
Theodore Cole, and that while they are first cousins there is very little
"in the way of information that she could furnish relative t0 him.  }iXse
Soward stated further that she has not seen her cousin Theodore Cole for

- D .



more than fifteen years. Mrs. Soward stated that Theodora Cole .
was born in the State of Wisconsin, she does not know the exact place.
She added the the Coles later moved to Denver, Colorado, and then to

" Tennessee. She stated that there were no girls in this family, and that
the mother died while in Temnessee, and the father remarried. Mrs. .
Soward stated that Theodore Cole was several years her senior; that she
is thirty-five years of age; and that Theodore Cole would possibly be
about thirty-seven or thirty-eight at the presenx time. Agent read the
nemes of the known relatives of Subject Cole .to Mrs. Soward, and she
stated that none was familiar to her. A photograph of Subject Cole was
" also exhibited to Mrs. Soward, and she stated that she could be positive

© . in saying that he was not identical with her cousin.

Mrs, Soward statod that even 1r Subject Cole was her cousin ‘she would be
glad to surrender any information relative to bis whereabouts to Federal
Agents. She advised Agent that she admired and respected the Agents of
this Bureaun, and in view of the splendid work done by them in recent =
kidnapings and bank robberies, she would feel 1t part of her duty to aid -

the Bureau in spprehending the Subjects in this case. -

. Mes. Soward appeared to be & very.intelligent person, and her home was
neatly and expensively furnished, which 1s a decided contrast to the usual;
‘ miner's home. . .

Mrs. Soward stated further that she was never very intimate with the Cole ‘
family, and that she has lost’ all trace of them and their immediate family
in the pesst fifteen years, She advised Agent that should she obtain any -
information relative to the Cole family which she deemed valuasble in this -
: investigation, she would forward sams to ths Lougsville Eield Division

; fOrthWitho : .

It will be noted from the report of Speecial Agent M. E. Gurnes dated at .
. San Francisco, California, December z8, 1937, that Subject Cole is listed
. as having one brother and one sister, while the Theodore Cole from Copper

Hill, Tennessee, is known to have two brothers and no sisters. Special
 Agent Gurnmea's report also reflects that Subject Cole's mother is alive
and married the second time, while the mother of Theodore Cole mentioned.
by H. M. Beckler as possibly being the Subject died approximately fifteen
years a800

' RE:FERRED UPON COMPLETION
to the
DIVISION OF  ORIGIN
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Form No. L

, 3
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OZLAHCMA CITY FiLENoO. 76348
REPORT MADE AT DPATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHIGH MADE
OKLARCYMA CITY 4=1-38 3~24=38 Fo S. SUITH

TITLE Lj CHARACTER OF CASE
RAIPH ROE with aliases ~ FUGITIVi, Ie¢0s S AADT DA TERS
41472; THAODORECCOLE with aliases = FSCAPED FEDLRAL PRISOM
FUGITIVE, I.0, #1471,

COTL By
{ W;.m,t ﬁ’Eic{fr ﬂm@'—?}l)
SEP 9 gy

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Confidential informant alleges a friend advised

him recently that Roe and Cole successfully es-
caped and subsequently were furnished clothing
and financed, and are both teken care of at pre-

sent time,
inforration from his informant,

P,

DETAILSS

Informant promised to obtain detailed

A confidential inforitant hereafter referred to as
informant "Z" was brought to .the writer on larch
24th, 1938 by Dick Herwig, operative of the De=-

partnent of Public Safety, State of Oklahomae

Mz,

Herwig stated the infomant had information concern=-

ing the escape of Roe and Cole.

Informant Z stated that a short time after the escape

of Roe and Cole,

and the same subject arose.

his opinion that subjects were drowned.

Recently, Inforrant Z stutes he again met his friend
Informant 2 again expressed

The friend said

b7D
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he knew positively that Roe and Cole escaped and were furniched
help and clothed and financed after escaping; that both of them
are now O.k. and are being taken care of.

Informant % stated he was not particularly interested in these
outlaws and therefore did not question his friend with referesnce
to details. Informant % apologetically declined to furnish the
identity of his friend, stuting the information he gave was con-
fidential and therefore he did not feel justified in divulging

his identity., Informant % stated he personally was convinced, after

talking with his friend, that Roe and Cole are alive as stated.
He advised he would again contact this friend within the next few
days and endeavor to obtein all information he possesses relative
to Cole and Roe; that upon receipt of same he will advise the
writer by telephone at his home. EHe did state thut he would pre-
fer not to call Agent at the Oklahoma City Office.

This Agent personally knows Informunt 2, w] able and
1a_an_ez_nnn11g1_and_nndexmnrld_gharasiﬁr-

| Eowever, he has a wide acquaintance with
the underworld, especially the "fast boys" who frequent Oklaboma
country., He is very resourceful and knows Roe and his associates.
He has in the past furnished some valuable informatione

Informant Z stated he will contact his friend wkho furnishked him
this information not later than sometime in the next two weeks,
and that he feels reasonably sure that he will be able to obtain
details from hir of material interest to the Covernment,

UNDEVELOFED LEADS:

THE OLLAEWA CITY FIELD OFFICE will allow Informant Z a reasonable
length of time to obtain and furnish the information he has pro-
mised, before again contacting him,

PENDIHNG

b7D
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Federal Burean of Infrestigation

H. 8. Bepartment of Justice

Post Office Box 1469
Little Rock, Arkensas
April 2, 1938

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Viashington, D. C.

Re: RAIPH ROE with aliases -~ FUGITIVE, I.0. 1472;
THEODORECOOLE, with aliases - FUGITIVE,
I.0. 1471
Escaped Federal Prisoners.

Dear Sir:

Therg”is being forwarded to the Bureau under Separate
cover, one clepr/flass half-pint bottle which was found near the
ranch of Fra oyd, ex-deputy sheriff, Berryville, Arkansas, who
identified Subfect Cole &s having slept in his barn on the night of
March 22, 1938.

Boyd advised that upon leaving his ranch the suspect
ran over & hill which is to the side of his house, and disappeared
into the woods., A subsequent search of the vicinity between the
place where the suspect disappeared and the railroad tracks
resulted in the finding of this bottle,.

It is requested that the bottle be processed for
latent fingerprints, and in the event any are found that they be
compared with the fingerprints of subject Cole, and also searched
through the single fingerprint files.

Very truly yours,

MW

I, B. GURNEA,
Special Agent in Charge.
Special Assigmment.

MEG-cpw
6o RECORDED T—- 4 (,M‘ (; - 3 / {

cc = Oklahoma City &
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT;% # 9092
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Date Recorded: 4-6~-38 12:00 Noon
Single Fingerprint Report

Case: Re: RALPH ROE, with aliases ~ FUGITIVE, I.0. 14723 Number: 76-2686-315
THEODCRE COLE, with aliases - FUGITIVE,
IOOO 14715
Escaped Federal Prisoners.

Specimens:

One clear glass half-pint bottle to be examined for
latent fingerprints.

Requested that if any latemts are developed that they

be compared with the fingerprints of Theodore Cole.

Examination requested by: Little Rock
Date received: chp Apr. 5, 1938.
Examination requested: - Fingerprint

Result of examination: Examination by: Potter

cc -Oklahoma City

sy
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UNITED STATES PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE epo

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

. Post Office Box 1469
) Little Rock, Arkansas

Director,

Federal Rureau of Investigation,

U. 8. Depariment of Justice,

< Pennsylvania Ave. at 9th Street, N.W.,
\q Washington, D. C.




CLASS OF SERVICE DESIKEL =R i : RECEIVER'S NUMBER
DOMESTIC FOREIGN 1 05 tal ’ Ie g11 pb
TELEGRAM FULL RATE e ) AR .
DAY LETTER SerenED . THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM CHECK
NIGHT MESSAGE CABLE N ! '
NIGHT LETTER [lé?_rH;'RCABLE 5 )
L;zg,loemu RADIOGRAM Commercial All dmerica TIME FILED

o a }
PATRONS SHOULD CHECK CLASS OF SERVICK Cubles . Cabics -
DESIRED, OTHERWISE HESSAGE WILL BE TRANS- : ) STANDARD TIME
MITTED AS A FULL-RATE COMMUNICATION. ‘ ;

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back herecf, which are hereby agreed toy 10912 ROCK ARK,

2

SERIAL MEG s opw ' 73160 PM . APRIL 2, 1938

D. BRANTLEY '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

U § DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

1612 FEDERAL RESERVE BANK BUILDIRG
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

0 o
RALPHE ROE WA THEODORE COLE WAFWS EFP ADVISE IMMEDIATELY IF THOMAS L

~XCARPENFER JUNIOR STILL INCARCERATED EANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
/ , | FLETCHER .

¢ () 76-24 T

| : 5 L DUREAU CF IRVESTIGATION
{
| 8 r j
cc_Mm/ AR 5 1938 p

\@TTMENT OF JUSTICE
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ' ‘ /

DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Aepartment of Justice /
MWashington, A. .

EAT:RP April 4, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

I haye talked to Mr. Gurnea over the weekend on several occasions
and brieflyyh ted that no additional leads have been developed in tl“le
{ vicinity offiBepfyville, Arkansas, concerning the whereabouts of the Fugitives
\ Roe and Cole./ Information has been developed, however, that one TomiCarpenter,
Sr., liveg gbout three and a half miles from Berryville and that he has a
number of ¥gaves upon his farm and has been knovm to harbor fugitives in the past.
It is alleded that at one time Cargenter, Sr., harbored Pretty Boy‘\Floyd and

4& \Frischette; Afhat he harbored Harry\Campbell in tpe old days when Campbell was a

.y ugitive of State charges, and that he has harbdred other criminals, principally
Trom thejOklahoma Penitentiary. The significance of this information is that
?{}it ties In very closely with the information furnished by‘HarryKWells, a bank

robber in the San Antonio district, and it is noted that the locale is identical
with the information previously furnished. Tom Carpenter has a son, Tom
o . '\Farpenter, Jr., who is presently serving time in the Kansas State Penitentiary
e “at Lansing, Kansas. Unverified information is that Tom Carpenter, Jr., was
' @cquainted with Roe or Cole or both.
9
: L

]
-

I}

b

’ Mr. Gurnea says that a surveillance of Carpenter's place is impossible
but that it is possible for people anpearing to be natives to roam about that
section of the country hunting without being questioned, and Mr. Gurnea stated

; that Agents Hurt and Bryce of the Oklahoma City Office could fit into a picture
(f like this and could scout around the hills, ete., in the guise of hunters

o without being questioned at all., I instructed Gurnea to have Bryce and Hurt

proceed to Arkansas at once to make a reconnaissance and ascertain just what

the physical setup and possibilities are at the place of Carpenter, Sr. Of

course, no raid or arrest is anticipated at this time but it is desired to

ascertain the exact situation with particular reference to the caves, etec., on

Carpenter’s place. A rumor in the Sheriff's office is to the effect that on one

occasion a hunter entered a cave on Carpenter's place which contained a bed and

other evidence of the cave having recently been occupied. Mr. Gurnea will keep
the Bureau closely advised as to any developments in this situation.

It is deemed inadvisable at this time to question Harry Wells in Texas
as to whether Carpenter's place is the one which he had in mind because of a
possible leak, and it is also deemed inadvisable to question Tom Carpenter, Jr.,
concerning the persons on his father's property, since this likewise might result
in information reaching the older Carpenter concerning the Bureau's interest

in him, ZRGORDTD
| \ &
v WDRX 11
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- JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR . ’
Lot R
e Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation
¢ Wnited States Bepartment of Justice

MWashington, A. €.

April 2, 1938.
| Time: 6:40 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE=IESGhom.

Yo Cole Ane Noe_

Mr. Gurnea called from the Little Rock Field Division with
regard to a possible undeveloped lead in this case:

/ "Pretty Boy" iffloyd, has a son by the name of Tom, Jr., who is at
% present incaPeerated in either Leavenworth or Kensas State Penitentiary.
, According to information, Tom, Jr., accompanied the subject of this
investigation while in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

O}Tomi!arpenter , who at one time harbored Rochetti and

Vv Tom Carpenter, Sr., has a rather large estate on which there

are located many caves, one of which is known to have been occupied due
to the fact that upon investigation a bed and other utensils necessary
sistence were found therein.

‘ Mr. Gurnea advised that, having again ed with Wilford

Tall, the Special Investigator of the Sheriff'g-Uffice, he is sure

. of complete cooperation from that source, € Sheriff's Office ob-

~ X~ ‘tained its information from one HamiltoiWillhide, who is a neighbor
of Tom Carpenter, Sr. Mr. Gurnea advised that the Oklahoma City
Field Division secure the criminal record of Carpenter so that it

- could be searched and compared with the Bureau's records. Carpenter

- § has been photographed in Tulsa, Oklahoma and his photograph and record

T should be checked against the Bureau's Tiles thus ascertaining his
(‘:)\'J AB' location at the present time.
N Carpenter's estate. is located about three and a half miles
. south of Berryville. Upon the suggestion of Mr. Gurnea I advised him
. to check the record of Tom Carpenter, Jr. and when all information was
) sy secured to confront -the man in Texas with it in an attempt to get some
:;; \: connected evidence to work on. By comparing the record of Tom Carpenter,
= Jr. with our file on the Texas man we will be able to ascertain if the
RN two men were ever incarcerated together. I advised Mr. Gurnea to pro-
ceed to San Antonio when the evidence is prepared and confront Harry:":‘Wells
with it, who will probably deny any Iknowledge of the case. If this zingle
fails the next step will be to contact Tom Carpenter, Sr..and investi— s
gate his estate. N iy
. Q'YE‘D i S OED V)(a{ ﬂ Q/X/é 3/? g
; DES@ : BHOLALE Lo URTIL AT 1*%-’rtT!&‘A{ ¥l g
GOY1E$ 9 '\gﬁﬁ & IO O ! b R LETAR B AN !
SE? TRORXRED AE’ 5{;\;_{,*5‘,933 TLA, : ,
s N §

3 '
\} ) N . . :‘.. :l;.Zy‘i ;? WG //’i/
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Memorandum for the Director. -2~ 4/2/38

Mr. Gurnea suggested two competent Agents to send up into
the mountaing to investigape the estate of Carpenter, if such procedure
becomes necessary. I advised Mr. Gurnes that when he was ready for
the Agents, to contact me and I would arrange for their transfer.

Respectfully,

E, A, Tamm
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Hodersl Burvenr of Infe fou
! Burer of Intrestigation
. 3. Bepurtment of Justice

Post Uffice Box #1469
Little Rock, Arkansas
April 1, 1938

Director '

Federal Bureau of Investigation

iashington, D. C. ’

@)
F®: PRAIPF ROB, with aliaseg - FUGITIVE,

I. 0. 4 1472; TERODORE-COLB, with
aliases - FUGITIVE, I. O. # 1471;
BSCAPED FEDERAL PRISONWERS.

Dear Sir:

‘

There is being forwarded for the
inspection of Ahe Bureau's Technical laeboratory a full
package of}#01d North State" smoking tobacco, which was
found on the railroad tracks near Urbanette, Arkansas,
on March 29, 1938 '

There had been a severe storm at
the time of the finding of this package of tobacco, and
it is very possible that no latent fingerprints cen be
found upon the package of tobacco. However, in view of
the fact that the Buresu is very desirous of obtaining
definite information ss to whether Ted Cole and Ralph
Roe are alive, and since a stranger seen near Urbanette,
Arkensas, was believed by some to be Ted Cole, it is
desired that the laboratory check this package of smoking
tobacco for the purpose of learning if emy letent finger-
prints can be found thereon. In the event that a latent
fingerprint cen be found, it is requested that this
latent print be checked against the known fingerprints
of Ted Gole, I. O # 1471, snd of Ralph Roe, L. O« 7 1472

Very trul& yours,

f;x,/‘ | C::E:;§$Jé;:é ii 3 i;%% i; %52; /

H. B. FIETCHER,
Special-Agent in.Charge.
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b .FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI(* # 9094
2 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Date Recorded: 4-A~38 1:00 P.M.
Single Fingerprint Report

Case: Re: RALPH ROE, with dliases — FUGITIVE, Number: 76~2686=320
I.0. #1472; THEODCRE COLE, with
aliases = FUGITIVE, I. O. #1471;
ESCAPED FEDKRAL PRISONERS.

Specimens;

One package of 0ld North State Smoking Tobacco to be
examined for latents fingerprints.

Requested that if any latents are developed that they

be compared with the fingerprints of Ralph Roe and

Theodore Cole.

Examination requested by: Little Rock.

Pate received; chp Apr. 5, 1938.
‘ Examination requested: Fingerprint — Chemical Development
Result of examination: Examination by: Potter

cc -Oklahoma City

Coricl el 4 7/-?/’(
7/0%'%7:5/@»&44
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
~DIRECTOR ' s

Fedreral Bureaw of Inuestination

United States Beparitment of Justice

MWashington, B, .

TPIiEG ‘arch 15, 1938.
“ 4
76-2686-254 . \s\

THRIORANDUI! FOR 1R, LATIAL
o
Re: Qalph Roe, with aliases, Fucitive;
Theodore~Cole, with aliases, Fugitive;
liscaped tederal Prisoners.

-
i

The resultsof the examination of specirens (12 and (13
irn the above-entitled mather are being furnished hereuith for the
inforimation of the Investimabtive Tmit.

The qiestioned letter, with the exception of t-e sisnature and
address, identified as specimen 13, is handprinted in upper case
letters with blue-black in¥ on a sheet of ruled paper which corntains
no watermarik and is irresularly torn along three edres so that it nov
Measures approxinately 5}:'72". The paper is ruled vith 27 black lines
on each side, spaced at an averase distance of 0.277" apart, and contains
a serrated edge alony one side. Tae accorpsnying envelope is made of
plqm vhite paper containing the waternark "U. 3. 1933" and neasurss
approxinately 3, x6.". The envelope is addressed with blue-black ink
and contains a 2¢ enbossed starip. The words "Special Delivery™ arc
written in secript.

The sirnature '"’aul Stulges" sppearing on specinwen . 1% was
coupared with the writirs "Paul Stulges, Chicarso, Ill." appeuring on
the pawn ticket of the Zarle Loan Office ~hich was previously subnitted
by the BSan Francisco field division and listed in the Bureau's Tiles
as speciren «8 and the conclusion i-as reached that all of this
handweiting is by the sarme individual.

ixaniners 1iller and Blackburn concluded that the script
vwriting sppeariag on speciniens 12 aldebidd. 1ins not written by
Theodore Cole. i - C /
'BOORDED & INDEX ™. | ﬁ 6 -~ 3,2 ;
Mr. Pickerins, associate e m}-;z G Lea"’ﬂ‘c"cwdus ——t
as a result of his cormparison of thed knoun ifén wf'ftln of’ Theodo“"" Gole
with the writing appeuring on specirjens (12 a;fg-‘)x},l 5, Speoiiens (12
and 4yl3 are a letter and envelope addressed to . ﬂaz*le ozn’ Ofifice, 123
Third Street, San Trarcisco, Cal.", beqclx’l"?,s‘me re,.Jrn aldress "P‘ml

o

L0 -

QRVED CoPy TILED I8

RRC




Paze 2.
Iemorandun for !r. Wathanr
March 15, 1938.

Stulges, 413 Dast 7th 3t., Los Angeles, Cal.". This lettcr was
submitted by tlie San Francisco office for couparison with the knoun
handvriting of Thcodore Cole and received in the Bureuu TFebruary 25,
1938.

A report on the finpgerprint cxamination will be furnished
t0 the San I'rancisco offTice separately.

This infornaotion is being furnished in accordance with
recent instructions. 'Io renort is being furnished to the San Francisco
field division as a result of this commarison.

Respectfully,

o).

Ll P' COf.Ley.







The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent W. F.
Whitely on Merch 26 and 27, 19383

Freank Boyd, who llves about 4%'miles northeast of Berryville,

Arkansas, advised thet on Tuesday night, March 22, 1938, an individual came to
his house at about 8:00 P.M., end rapped on the door, and asked Boyd if he
could stay there all night. Boyd stated that he told this individual to come
into the house end he could sleep there, but that the latter replied that he
preferred to sleep in the barn. He advised that this individugl talked like

a negre, and as it was dark he did not get a good look at h%;”face, and believing
thet he was & negro told him to go ahead and deep in the bgfn; that this man
took a blenket which was hanging on the fence, and went the barn and slept
all night. He advised that the following morning, Lousflowery, e hired men on
the Boyd farm, went to the barn and telked with the ‘sufpect; that the suspect
told Lowery that he was on his way to Memphis, Tennessese, and asked Lowery the
direction to the railroad tracks, which Lowery pointed out to him; that Lowery
and the suspect went to Boyd's house; end upon arriving there, Boyd's young

son asked the suspect to come in and have breskfast. Boyd stated that he then
came out on the porch, end that he immediately recognized this individual es
Ted Cole. Boyd stated that he asked this individual in for breakfast, which
invitetion was refused, end thaet he then asked him in for & ocup of coffee, this
jnvitetion likewise being refused, and that at this time the suspect turned and
walked very rapidly ewey, and trotted over & steep hill, going south, in

exactly the opposite direction from the railroad tracks, Boyd advised that this
is the last time he sew the suspect.

It should be noted here that Frank Boyd was formerly & Deputy Sheriff
of Carroll County at Berryville, Arkanses, end that in 1929 he arrested Cole
on & burglary charge near Berryville, during which arrest Boyd advised he shot
Cole in the leg. Boyd stated that Cole wes later taken to the Coumty Jail at
Berryville, Arkansas, and he, Boyd, was the Jailor at that time, end that he waw
Cole every day for & period of over two weeks. : ‘

Boyd, when interviewed by the writer, stated that he is absolutely
positive that the individuel who ceme to his house on Tuesday night end to whom
be telked on Tiednesdey morning, is Ted Cole. He edvised that when the suspect
was at his house, the letter was wearing a pair of brown pants, a sweat shirt,
either & miner's or railroad engineer's cap, end had on & cerpenter’s nail
epron, the pockets of which were full of unknown erticles. Boyd stated that
during the time he talked with the suspect, he kept his hends in the pockets
of this epron, as though he might possibly have & weapon there. It seems to
be Boyd's belief that Cole mey have come to his house to kill him, eas Cole
hed threatened to do this at the time he was incarcerated in the County Jail
at Berryville. Boyd elso stated that he noticed that when the suspect ran over
the hill, he spparently had & limp in one leg. He also stated that the suspect
appeered to be very nervous when he talked with him, end refused to look him

in the eye.




Louis Lowery was interviewed, snd there wes exhibited to him &
photograph of Cole, as appears on Identification Order No. 1471, issued for
Cole. Lowery stated that the individual who slept in the barn closely
resembled Cole, but that he could not say positively that this individual was
Cole. Both Lowery end Boyd advised that at the time the suspect was at the
Boyd ranch he appeared very dirty, which mey have been caused by his riding
freight trains, and which in Boyd's opinion, might have been the result of the
suspect trying to disguise himself as a negro. '

Boyd stated that he reported the ebove incident to the Sheriff's
Office et Berryville, Arkansas, and that Depubty Sheriff Chick Daugherty and
Mr. Wilfred Well, who does some investigetive work for the Sheriff's Office, who
began en immediete check to loc torthis individual. As & result of their
investigation, they located ngzgérn, who lives at Urbanette, Arkensas, who they
reported, saw the suspect stand@inf 6n the reilroaed tracks et Urbanette en
Tuesdey efternoon, March 22, 1938. Tom Born, who is a Justice of the Peace at
Urbanette, Arkensas, was interviewed, and he advised that at about 5:00 P. M,,
on March 22, 1938, he noticed s man who was dressed similar to the suspect, es -
described by Frank Boyd; that this individual watched & freight train going east
on the reilroed tracks, and after the train had passed him, ran after it for a
short distence eand then stopped. Mr. Born stated that he thought this individual's
fece looked somewhat femilier, end that he went home and on looking through some
Identification Orders which be had, he ceme upon the Identification Order on
Ted Cole, and he noticed that the individual whom he saw on the railroad tracks
bore a strong resemblance to Cole's photogreph.

He stated that the individual whom he saw on the tracks was very
dirty, but that he was sure that this individual wes not & negro, as he noticed
the man's hair sticking down under his cep, and that this hair wes very straight.
He also stated that the ears of this individuel were exactly like the ears of
Cole as eppearing in the photogmph on the Ideptification Order. Mr. Born also
advised that s young boy by the neme of Rubléi?tacy, ebout 16 years of age, was
likewise standing on the tracks at the timé the suspect was there, and got a
good look at him, Born advised that he took the Identification Order on Cole
down to Stecy's house end showed the same to Stacy, and that Stecy stated
"That looks like the men we saw on the railroad tracks".

It shoyld be noted at this point that Ruble Stacy lives with a man by
the neme of OliverjJomes, an old-time bank robber, who, according to information
received, is o6r was & very close friend of subject Cole. In view of the fact
the suspect might contect Jones, no effort wes made at this tjime to directly
contact Stacy, although Mr. Born steted that when he showed the Identification
Order to Stacy, he gave no sign that Cole had visited thely house.

There is alse en individuel by the name of Bud'Smith, who lives at
Urbenette, Arkansas, who advised that about 5:30 P.M., oW Mérch 22, 1938, he sew
en individual answering the description of the suspect pass through one of his
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fields; that, however, he was not close enough to this individual to recognize
him, and for this reason he was not personally contacted ang. shown & copy of
the Idenfification Order on Cole.

Informetion wes also received from Luthe wens , of the Arkansas
State Game and Fish Commission, that he received informetion through an informent
of his that Cole was st Oliver Jones' house at Urbanette, Arkensas, a night or
two previous to the time he talked with the agent, which was on Saturdey night,

March 26, 1938.

Deputy Sheriff Daugherty and Mr. Wall have been endeavoring through
Thursday, Friday and Saturday to locate the individual referred to by Frank
Boyd, but these efforts have been unsuccessful to date. Both Wall and Daugherty
know Cole on sight, as does Sher:.ff Tom Morris et Berryville, Arkansas,

Vs

Numerous people’ up end down the /J.lroad tracks and in the viecinity
of /Berryville, Arkansas, have been.contechkéd in an effort to locate the suspect,
. th negative resultg. However, info ion was received through Mr. Wait

/ Anderson, Mr. JohnkStarks, end a Mrs Lozier, all of whom live at 5 Green Forest,
Efkanses, to the ¢ffect that an “indifidual snswering the description of the
suspect was seen f£o cross Highway #64 on Fridey, Merch 25, 1938, during the
afternoon, walking northward toward the baseball park. Mr. Wall and Deputy
Daugherty checked the baseball park, but were unable to find any evidence that
anyone hadslept there or that any sort of a meal hed been cooked. No one hes
been located who has fed the suspect, nor is it knowr where he obtalned his

mesls in that vieinity.

There is also & men by the neme of Mr. Nichols, who runs a stave mill
at Green Forest, Arkansas, who reported that he saw an individual answering the
description of the suspect, at about 5:00 A.M, on Thursday, Mardh 24, 1938, - He
advised thet this individual was a stranger in the vicinity; that this men's
description was similar to that given by Boyd, and that he was near the railroad
station in Green Forest, walking north, ewey from the railreod tracks. ‘

In view of the fact that it is known that Ted Cole's ex}ife, known
as "Alpens Marie" and whose neme is Marie WynnofCole, lives at Alpfna Pass,
ArkensaE i eTfort was made to ascérTETH WhE tHeT the subjec visited in
thet vicinity, end to this end contact was had with Dr. W. LyAlatkins, whe was
recommended as being very relieble, and from whom it was legfned that he is the

feamily doctor for Alpena Marie and her mother, who lives in the same house with
her. Dr. Wetkins had no information concerning the subject, but his name is
being set forth as a possible valuable comtact, as he has access to the house,

end eppears to be cooperative.




)g It should be noted also et this point that there is enother girl,
Yvonne/ Yenkins, who liveg in the seme house with Alpena Marie. From the
information obtained ip’that vicinity it appears thet Alpena Narie Cole is a
common prostitute, and that the Jenkins girl is likewise in the same business.

PrestoiyGreer was interviewed et Alpene Pass, Arkenses, who advised
that his home I§ &t Ureen Forest, Arkensas, but thet his mother and fether live
at Alpene Pess. Greer was in fpena Pess on Sundey, March 27, 1938, and he stated
that he had no informst ion concerning Cole having been in that vicinity, but
that he felt sure thet he could elicit the cooperation of his father and mother
if he conteacted them. Arrangements were made whereby Greer would talk to his
perents, and when later interviewed, he stated that his mother and father had
absolutely no information concerning the subject; further, that they hed noted
nothing unusuel going on at Alpena Marie's house, and they were positive that if
Cole hed visited this house they would have known of it, as the sub ject's small
son often visits et their house and plays in the front yard, and furthermore,
for the reason that Merie's mother is deathly afraid of the subject, and
would certeinly heve given some sign if he hed visited at the home. They also
stated that Alpens Merie is likewise afraid of the sub ject, and they felt sure
thet neither Merie nor her mother would ellow the subject to stay there, although
it could be possible that he would come there to visit his smell son. Greer
steted that his mother end father were very anxious not to beoome involved in
the matter, but he felt sure their cooperation could be obtained if handled with
diplomacy. He advised that his father promised to call him immedietely should he
obtein any informastion of value, end Greer stated thet he would go to his father's
home end obtein the informetion and either notify the Little Rock Field Office
or the Sheriff's Office at Berryville, Arkensas, should eny information of wvalue
be received. He suggested this procedure in view of the fect thet the telephones
in that vicinity are more or less public end he would not desire this method of

communication,

In comnection with further investigation at Alpena Pass, Arkensas,
the possilility of contecting one Cotton Boyd should be born in mind, as Mr. Vall
and Deputy Sheriff Daugherty advised that Cotton Foyd, who is & salesman for the
Pontiac automobile dealer at Alpenas Pass, is well acquainted with the subject,
having formerly been e brother-in-law of his, and knows the subject very well.
However, they ere not sure es to how far this man can be trusted.

The various parties contacted by Daugherty and Wall, and parties
contected by agent, have 2ll been requested to immediately edvise the Sheriff's
Office at Berryville, Arkanses, should they obtein any informetion concerning
eny individual in the vicinity answering the description of the suspect, and
these parties have promised their cooperation in this matter.

In view of the fact that agent was called out of the district on
subpoena, no further investigation we.s condugted by him at this time.






- seen the telegrem from the Sheriff's Office to Baker, and
hed discussed the seme with the members of the train crew;
that none of the members of the crew actually saw this
stranger on or near the trein on Saturday nighte. Jackson
stated further that he had formerly been a railroad special
officer in Missouri and Kansas and that he had been acquainted
with Sergeant Kahler of the Mijssouri State Highway Patrol
- at Joplin, Missouri, and that he had told Mr. Kahler of this
informations

Hubert Morrison wes interviewed at his home.
in Harrison, Apkansas, and advised at the time thet he had
no informatien concerning Theodore Cole; that he did recall
that the members of the train crew had discussed Cole and
wondered at his present wheregboutses Mre Marison stated that
he hed no definite information concerning Coles IHe advised
thet neither he nor any other member of the train crew had
actually seen the stranger at Berryville, Arkansas, on the
previous Saturday nighte .

Agents were advised by Sheriff Tom Morris,
Berryville, Arkansas, that he had forwarded to Mr, Bud Baker,
Special Agent of the Missouri and Arkansas Railroad Company,
Harrison, Arkenses, a telegrem telling of the rumor concerning
Ted Cole, and that he had advised all local officers in the '
communication but that no definite informetion had been
‘received concerning this stranger, with the exception of the
information as given to Agent Whitelye.

: Frank Boyd was reinterviewed by Agents, "and

he readily agreed to have his barn checked for latent
fingerprints, but e thorough search of the premises feiled
to disclose eny latent fingerprintss Mr, Boyd pointed out
to Agents the approximate location of the stranger during
the night that he had slept in this barn, and efforts were
made to secure latent fingerprints at this plece, however,
no prints could be secured because of the rough condition
of the wooden boards in this barns The premises surrounding
the barn were checked thoroughly for the purpose of ascertain=-
ing if this stranger dropped any article from which a latent
fingerprint could be secured, which might determine definitely
that Ted Cole was living, but nothing could be founds



Frepnk Boyd is an elderly man end has only
one eyee He worked for many years as City Marshal at
Berryville, Arkeansas, and as a Deputy Sheriff, and it was
he who wounded Ted Cole a number of years ages MMre Boyd
appears to hold a fear that Cole will return and do him
bodily injurye From a reinterview with lr, Boyd it was
learned that he did not form a suspicion that this stranger
was Cole until the strenger had left on the following
mornings Mr. Boyd appeared considerably excited end it was
apparent thet from every conversation he haed with citizens
and with officers he hightened his belief that the stranger
was Coles : :

Mr. Iuther Owens, the Game and Fish Officer
located at Berryville, Arkanses, was interviewed for the
purpose of learning from him the informant who told him
that he had seen this stranger coming from the home of one
Orville Jones, an ex-convict and former bank robber, presently
residing at Brbanette, Arkansass Mr. Owens stated that this
informant was named Charles Phillips, an itinerant youth; that
Pnillips did not actually sey that he saw the man coming from
the home of Jones, but that the home of Jones was located
diredtly on the railroad treck at Erbanette, Arkensas, and
thet Phillips said that the stranger was between the railroad |
treck snd the home of Jones. Efforts were made to locete
Phlllips but without success; -

It was learned that one of the tie«
was supposed to have seen the stranger was Hurbe )
Everso, who lived temporarlly et Berryville, Arkansags MNre
Everso was interviewed and was shown a number of Identification
Orders among which wes that of Theodore Cole. Mr. Everso
looked them over and then piocked out the Identification
Order of Cole as being that most closely resembling the
appearsnce of the strangers, He stated, however, that he was
not close enough to have obteingd a definite pioture of this
individual and he could not id ntify it definitely as that
of the strangers

Mr. Presto reer, who operates a Conoco
Tholesale 0il Company ‘et "Gréen Forest, Arkanses, was interviewed
by Agents and arrangements were made through him to conduct
e surveillance on the home of Mrse Marie Cole, ex-wife of
Ted Cole, from the house of his parents, Mr, and Nrgas Je H*
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Mrs. Villinel, upon interview, stated that
she had talked with Marie Cole the previous week, just before
the rumor ceme out that Ted Cole was alive and in the vicinity,
and that Mrs« Cole stated at that time that although it
seemed unbelieveble she had a feeling that Ted Cole was alive,
and that she felt that if he did get out of Alcatra:z
Penitentiary, he may have gone to Mexico City; that she was
afraid that Ted might come to her home and attempt to steal
away their eight-yédre~old boys It was further learned thet
Mrse Marie Cole had told that she had been offered some money
by & radio compeny in Springfield, Missouri, to tell the story
- of her 1life over the radio, but that she feared that if she d4id
so her husband might hear of it, end that it might be a
determining point in causing him to come to her home end do

her bodily injury; //,“

On March 38, the Sheriff's Office received
information from Mr, Troyff¥rice, a farmer living near Erbanette,
Arkansas, that from his home he h&d noted scme person looking
about near a country cemetery located ad jacent to the railroad
track near Erbanette, Arkanses. A search wes made of the
premises ebout the cemetery of an empty church and of some
empty farm houses, but nothing was found to indicate that any
individual hed ocoupied the house and no latent fingerprints
could be founde A severe storm had been raging in the vicinity
of Berryville, Jirkansas, for two days, but there was nothing
to indicate muddy tracks in or around these buildings. Agent -
Agent Calhoun found on the railroad tracks a full packege of
"0ld North State" Smoking Tobacco; this packege was rain sosked,
and it is very likely that no latent fingerprints are to be
found upon it, but in view of the Bureau's desire to determine
definitely if Cole and Roe are alive, this package is being
forwarded to the Bureau by letter with the request that it be
learned whether any latent fingerprints can be found thereon,
and if so to compare them with the latent fingerprints of Roe.
and Coles«

It was learned from Deputy Sheriff Wall and from
Arkansas State Police Officer Lucas Weathers stationed at
Harrison, Arksnses, that Mrs. Marie Cole had on March 29, 1938,
come to Harrison, #rkensas, end hed asked at the Police _
Department if Officer Weathers was trying to locate Ted Cole,
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her ex~husband, and that she desired to talk with Mr., Weathers..
Mrs Wall and Mr. Weathers were approacheéd by Mrse Cole and

she rode in the automobile with them from Harrison, Arkansas,
to her home in Alpena, Arkensas, at which time she told them
that she feared that if her husband was alive he would do her
and her family bodily injury. She then got around to the
subject of a reward, according to these officers, and she stated
that she did not know where her husband was, but thet she
believed she could find outs The officers stated that she

had a smile on her face at that time which would give
indications that she didlnow of his whereabouts. They advised
her that gquite possibly she could get a reward by furnishing
informetion concerming his whereabouts.

Vhen this information was made known to Agents,
a telephone call was made to Special Agent in Charge H. Bs
Fletocher of the Little Rock Field Division and details were
furnished him as to the conversations. Mr. Fletcher stated
that he would telephone to Mre B¢ As Tamm of the Sureau
immediately, and that he would then advise Agents of instructions
received from Mrs Temm. Mr. Fletcher later telephoned to
Agents that contact should be mede immedietely with Mrs.
Marie Cole, at which time she should be requested to advise
how much of a reward she would desire for furnishing information
a8 to the whereabouts of her husband, and that she should be
told that under no ecircumstances would any méney be paid in
advance; that any money paid would have to be on a "Cu0sD.
basis™s Ioy

Mrse Marie Cole was interviewed by Agents, at
which time she asserted that she had not received any information
direotly or otherwise since December 16, 1937, to indicate that
her husband was elive. She stated that she had secured a
divorce from Ted Cole but that he did not kmow of it. She stated
that she had no doubt whatever that he was in contact with his
mother and his sister in California, and she then stated that
if she could find any information concerning Ted Cole she would
be glad to disclose it to the Government, and that she would
like to have & reward of $300,00. She was advised that no
money could be paid her unless she should furnish definite
informstion as to Cole's whereabouts and that he should be
apprehended as & result of her informatiene She stated that
she well understood this, and that she would like to secure the reward
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in addition to releasing her mother of a fear that Ted Cole
would come in and do harm to thems She stated thet she had
the addresses of Ted Cole's mother and sister located some-~

‘where in her home; that she would write to them immediately

and would ask them if they could furnish her any informetion
to indicate that he was alive, and if so where he was to be
founds She stated that she would advise the Little Rock
Field Division of any reply received, and that if the letter
should be returned unclaimed, she would advise the Little
Rock Field Divislon in order that the correct address of these
people could be obtained and furnished her. 4n envelope
addressed to the Little Rock Field Division was furnished

Mrs, Marie Cole and the telephone number of the Little Rock
Field Division was likewise furnished hers

‘ Interviews were had with Mrs. Js Ds Wymne,
mother of Mrs, Marie Cole, and[ _ not| 1, b6
Mrs. Marie Cole, but each stated that she had heard b7cC
no word of Ted Cole since he was given a Federal sentence, '
Mrs. Wynne stated that she had also feared Ted Cole, and had
never liked him, and that she feared that some day he might
come to her home snd attempt to steal his son, or to do him
bodily harms, Mrs. Wynne stated that she had been trying to
bring up this eight-year-old boy to be a law abiding citizen
and that neighboring children were causing him considerable -
embarrasment by advising him from time to time that his father
was & criminal and that he had escaped from Alcatraz Prisone
Mrse Tymme seems to be an elderly lady of good character, and
she appeared to be sincere in her statements.

o . | stated that she was a very small
girl when Ted Cole lived at Alpena, and that she had had mo

. information ¢oncerning him since he was sent to prisone

Information received from Mrs and Mrs, J. Hs
Greer, the neighbors of Mrss Tynne and Mrs, Marie Cole, indicated
thet when rumors were first heard that Cole was in the vicinity,
Mrs. Tymme ceme to them end appeared very much troubled, and
stated that she fearsd that he might come to her home and
ctuse troubles Mrs, Wymme stated to Mr. end Mrs. Greer
that if he did come she would create a sufficlent disturbance
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for them to be aware of it. Mr, and Mrs, Greer stated

that they would cooperate fully with the Little Rock Field
Division and that any information learned by them would be
transmitted to the Little Rock Office at oncee

The Sheriff's Office at Berryville, prkensas,
is continuing its efforts to determine if the stranger who
is believed to have appeared in the community recently can
be located¢

UNDBVELOFED LEADs

THE LITTIE ROCK FIELD DIVISION will report
the result of information received from the Bureau's Technical
Laboratory concerning the paokage of smoking tobacoco found
near Erbanette, Arkansass

PENDING
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