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b’l c, —'eehatken i E.J., 9/24/40.

Department of Justice,

»& Atten. Mr. @. Edgar Hoover,
_/ Washington, D. C. ﬂj_[_ TOPMAT‘ON CONTNNED
“it1 1S UMCLASSIFIED
,//:I Dear Mr. Hoovers _MBXJEZMZ;
]\: The appended article was printed in the_,")ifc_r_}_qg'_k_}_‘_i_pel issue of St-mda

.*\kJ B'thnbor 22, 1940 and {f based on proven facts ,should be of vital importance to owr

ollea oy insane dictators.
a‘ﬁx:‘l/a,&t

kis constant guarding against his beir

War Department as well us to that of other nations now eoutr

If ,as the suther states,the teleforce has oeen perfected by Nikol

™\ gould be & measure of faresightedness to insure

molested ,possibly kidnapped and tortured,by alien enemies for the purpose of seizing

tho secret of such sn inveluabls {nstrument of war and/or defense

The foregoing is offered just in case the article and its inferences have not

~ been called to your attemtion.
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- eighty- roai th birthday on July 10,

;against any attempted attack by an

' physics

Devtlinin’ T

YT EE T T4
“Death Ray™ for Planes

I\lkola:‘ esla, one of the truly
great injjntors who celebrated his

tells writer that he stands
ready to‘cdivulge to the United
States Government the secret of his
‘"teleforce,’”” with which, he said,
sirplane motors would ba melted at
a distance of 250 miles, so that an
invisible Chinese Wall of Defense
would be built around the country

enemy air force, no matter how
large.

This ‘‘teleforce,”” he said, Is based
on an entirely new principle of
that ‘no one has ever

' or producln: !'ays_,N

- t{manifestations. o

f| dreamed about,’’ different from the
principle embodied in his inventions
relating to the transmission of elec-

which he has received a number of

trical power from a distance, for

-

WS o

Pt WY oY

basic patents. This new type of
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper-
ate through a beam one one-hun-
dred-millionth of a square centi-
meter in diameter, and could be
generated fromg a special plant that
would cost no more than $2,000,000
and would take only about three
months to construct.

A dozen such plants, located at
strategic points along the coast, ac-
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be
enough to defend the country
against all possible aerlal attack.
The beam wogld melt any engine,
whether Diese] or gasoline-driven,
and would aleo ignite the explosives
aboard any bomber. No possible
defense against it could be devised,
he asserts, as the beam wpdl,d be
ell-penetrating.

High Vacuum Eliminated
The beam, he stateg, involves fou

new inventions, two of which al-
ready have been tested. One of

these is a method and apparstus

alr, chminu.tlng the - ‘/.alt ‘dor &
high vacuum; a second is & method
and process for producmg ‘‘very
great electrical force'’; the third
is a method for nmph!ymz this
force, and the fourth is a new
method for producing ‘‘a tremen-
dous electrical repelling force.’
This would be the projector, or
gun, of the system. The voltage
for propelling the beam to its objec-
tive, according to the inventor,
will attain a potential of 50000000
volts.

With this enormous voltage, he
said, microscopic electrical parti-
cles of matter will be catapulted on
their ntission of defensive destruc-
tion. He has been working on this
invention, he added, for many years
and has recently made a number o{
improvements in ft.

Mr. Tesla makes one meortnnt
stipulation. Should the government
decide to take up his offer he would

go to work at once, but they would .-

have to trust him. He would suf-
fer ‘‘no interference from experts.’”’

In ordinary times such a condi-
tion would very likely interpose an
insuperable obstacle. But times be-
ing what they are, and with the
nation getting ready to spend bil-
lons for national defense, at the
same time taking in consideration
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an
inventor who always was many
years ahead of his time, the ques-
tion arises whether it may not be
advisable to take Mr, Tesla at his
word and commission him to go
ahead with the construction of his
teleforce plant.

Such a Device “Invaluable’’

After all, £2,000,000 would bhe rela-
tively a very small sum compared
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla
really fulfills his promise the re-
sult achieved would be truly stag-
gering. Not only would it save bil-
lions now planned for air defense,
by making the country absolutely
impregnable against any air attack,
but it would also save many more

otherwise be surely destroyed no
matter how strong the defenses are
as wilness current events in Eng-
land. .
- Take, for example, the Panama
Canal. No matter how strong the
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive
bombers, according to some ex-
perts, might succeed {n getting
through and cause such damage

that would make the Canal un-|

usable, in which case our Navy
might find itself bottled up.
Considering the probabilities in .
the case even if the chances were
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the
odds would stil! be largely in favor
of taking a chance on spending
82000000 In the opinion of the
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla
for mnny Yyears and can testify that
e still retains full {ntellectua:

. Vlgor the authorities in charge of

§ the national defense should
at once look into the matter. The
sum s insignificant compared with
the magnitude of the suko.

& - AL

billions {n property that would|.
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h I wish to acknowledge 7£)Aipt of your .
letter dated 8opt.axabor 24, 1940, t.ogetbor vith its

onclosun .

Your ooumly and inurost {n bringing

this information to my attention are indeed
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter
will receive appropriate consideraticm.

Sincerely yours,

.John ldzar Hoover . . :

mx-octor
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JAN',};"Z 19{43
FBI NYC 7 1-12-43 11-06 PM
DIRECTOR . p
VEST ' Vi ,- ;gfé?é'{
UNSUBS --- EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N -
CEASED, -BSSNWX ESPIO - M, RETEL ﬁunza ABOVE HEADING TO YYE BUREAU

FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SORBOS=WX STATED IN
REFERENCE TELETYPE. ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVAXKOSANOVICH, GEORGE
¥TLARK, AND KENNETH-SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA.
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A
VILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN-
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY.
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN-
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO-
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE

SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS

NOW IN POSSESSION OPESSENEESX KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN
NINEf*GORSUCH AND BEZSEEX FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED.
AT THAT TomeX TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINCr
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO MasmgeX BEEN SEALED AND
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PRQPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT R@WWWX FEELS THAT NO OTHER 7

AGENCY VILL BE ABLE TO GET GeeeX TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS/
COPIE3 DESTROY /0 ALL INTrom: AP P _
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PAGE TWO ‘ :
AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINIS RATOR WILL BE
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTZ;NTO HIS Cus-

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, ASETCODMEXX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY .
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL®
BumexX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN 'RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE-
PORT HE WAS vewstX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT lemx MENTALLY DERANGED DURING
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT
INVENTOR. . THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE

PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW
QUOTE MRESE®BEEX PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP-
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE.
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO

IS EEEEexy DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY., TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. 1IT IS
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT,
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH-
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WX COULD NOT BE REVIEWED %
M EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PER?ON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED.
FOXWORTH

END NYC S2 WHS
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TZISLA, DECEASED.

STANDIQG
TZZi FORT
CLIFZTINZ
TRALEN

’PH‘. I-T
THRZE SIX

-~

EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF !

VITALT7F THEM AKQ AMONG TESLAS PEKRSONAL EFFECTS, AND.

I.\

ZLECTRICAL =KGI
ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT CiN JANUARY SEVE

TINE

SCIZNTISTS IN THEZ ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED

Y THRZE AT THE nCT:L NIw VYORKER, Nzi YCa¥

, nz CCUDUCTED NMANY TUEZAINENTS I CONLZC

SSICH OF T —CTz{ICAL POUER AND N GAT K

{ NAY. ACCCJDI!C TO INFCRMATION FURNISHED
FIFTH AVENUE, NE¥ YORK CITY, THE NOTES A

ESPIOINA:

l"—!""

WL s n

WHO KA

1k~x3 ‘ﬁxmm..ﬁﬁ\éﬁﬂxgug,

11-30 PM

¥ CXPERIMENTS AN
NIKOLA TEZSLA, ONY}

3z - M.

AT

D EXEN QUITE

2012 ALL HE COULD TC PRIZSERVE <G THEM.
CLOSE

ELC

>

-,

vOrE

PR

TO TESLA DURINKG

«.

TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEZP THEM FROM FALLING "GFPL
i Unr%IF \DLY TG THE WAR ZFFCRT CF THE UNEF ~CRD-
ING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE CF TESLA, NAMED g - M, WHO l
1S INTZ=NSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING "sTEPS TR - S
THESE INPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEYJCSRMMREETHERE IS A
STRONC LINILIHOED THAT YOSANOVICE WILL MAXT THIS MATERIAL AVAILAELE TO
IO THZ zutnV. YSPANEL ALDVISED £ T¢0 HEADIUARTERS IN UASHINGTOL, AS
SILL AS HR MORKIK OF THE DE PARTMINT OF JUSTICT IN WASHINCTO: CONCERING
THE AZCVI, SPANEL WAS ALSC INTELEPHCHIC COMNUNICATIOR WITH - oo
LOZADO, ONE OF THE ADVISCRS TC VICE PRESIDENT WALLACTE COHCERNING THIS
XA~T~H, AD LOZADO TOLD SPAKEL @RS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY
InToRTSTID IN THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUISTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME

FITZ3ZRALD, AX
RIS LIFE

NTH, NINETEEN

70RTY TRREE, SAVA KGSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHC IS 1N CHARGE OF THE MUS-
Tut AND LAECRATORY FOR RCA, AND ! KEMNETE SWEZEY CF ONE SIY THREE MILTOW i
STRIET, BROOLKVI, NY, yTNT TO TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND uITH
THI ASSISTANCE OF A° LOCKSMITH BROKE INTC A SAFE WHICH TZSLA
GAD INKIS ROOMS IN WHICH KE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLr FAPERS, INCLUDING
IPORTANT MeEmesEa EL-CTRICAL FORNMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN Thz _J
PAST MOUTH, TESLA TOLD FITZGERALS THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN COIMECTICN wltn
ThZ ; I‘;LZSS TRANSE ISCICA OF..ELZCTRICAL PCVER HAD BEZN CO? PL“T D Al Dﬁﬂnpgﬂm
FIRFICTZID, P oar .
w5 o /00 - Lx2] —3
04}% A ﬁﬂ’; i UU{@@R - : 1
T \ 3‘? b !
h |\\\q ® JAN 18 1943
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PAGE TWC

'SERIE . REVCLUTION-

FITZSERALD ALSO KNOUS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND
THE NATICNS.

A2Y TYFE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE B
IT 1S FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT E; F AVAILAELE
FROM STATEME NS g TO FITZ-

TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME.
HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS

AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THINGEESS
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT ;5SS
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH CCST MORE THAN TEN THCUSAND DI
A SAFETY ! DEPOSIT BOX EBELONGING TO TESLA;JEER
CLINTON Y, HOTEL, AND e, FITZGEARLD B
upS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIRE
FLECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLE- Y
THAT HE HAS SONML WElRX EIGHTY SlMER TRUNKS INDIFFIRER
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS BGTED EY HIM.
EUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF A af¥r] 0N SHOULD
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIEL®™D 10N
FOXWORTH

CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAML THAT SHOULD APPEAR
IS NOT FITZGERALD 4@ AS IT SOMETIMES IS

SPELLED

B CATIONS
®ONME PLACE IN
B A WORVING

CEARLD EY TESLA ,

#THIS MODEL
ESMISSION OF
W@ CONVERSATICNS

HOLD

R : )
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. ) . ) . ¢ Mr. Tolson____
- #OHNRDG~R HOOVER . : Mr. E.A. Tainm___
— PtRECYoR . Ml'- Clegg
- - T Mr. Glavin
. Fed ‘.‘: i H 2 -
Federal Bureau of lnucsttga. e Mr. Ladd
United States Department of Iy ! Mr. Nichols_____
. . ¥ Mr. Rosen
Washington, 9. @. Mr. Tracy
- o Mr. Carson
Jaruary 11, 1943 Mr. Coffey
v Mr. Hendoa______
/" - . Mr. Kramer
MEMORANDUM FOR™T™ Tl "«141,'\ Mr. McGuire_____
o . ) > Mr. Harbo
DR:; TMNYMOWH STEJIECHE "i TN A Mr. Quinn Tamm__
EXFRTIPRTS AP ’ Tele. Room
OF NIXOLA Mr. Nease

“SEIOMAGE Miss Beahm

Miss Gandy__

Nikola Tesla, one of the world's outsta
the electrical field, died 2t his residence in thg .
Vork fity, on Jenuary 7, 1943. In the oouvse-of " N B 1 C 4 e d
meny pxoerlvner\ts with resvect to the tragps .
of radio and what is commaonly celled the
respent *o the wireless trersmizsion of elect"lca1

beer cor vleted end v-rlected, and Tesla had alsc cou . d
revolutiorary type of ternedo whica is not in use by ‘patlof" B~ nrecent
time. The specifications, exnlens*ions of the ba51%;‘§héoaég, P ne models
of Tesla's scientific endeavars a-e repcrted to be g his effects, “ee‘c is

renorted to have some 80 trunks in different nlaces ’bontzunlr" +ranscrints end
Slgns hovins o 4o with pis experinernts rs well es a workin_ model of one o*
his 09"e;0j).n‘=rts imw t.e sefetr denosit box at the Zovermor Clinton Yo®el,
» mem‘
Informstinn ccnecernin y”‘esla'ﬂ (e rlnen.;,tlu.' % :‘en repor«ted to the
ga‘i?w York Office A A. N{ Spenel/and Bloyc&? itzgernl&, *he ‘latier en electricel
1‘,\'\0 enzineer wro had been Q"(i‘te slese to Teslay, Poth of trese individusls neve
3 1vﬁlca‘reﬁ tve* ro stecs heve been ta~e'1 to presarve Tesla's records end models
" or to keep tner from felling irto the hands of individuels sympatnetic to the

AXxis vowers,

+

Tesla hes a cistant relative by tue name of Sevs]Fosenovich, wrom he

rtersely disliked Yosunnvich is reported to be taking s eps *o get nossession
{ these 1monrtant documents &rd rlans, an3 Spanel believes there is a s*trong
lielikood thet Kosanovic: will make such informetion available to the eneny. ,

On Januery 7, 1943, Yosarovicn, accompenied by, eorce\Clark, in cherge of %tre Z
smseun and Leborato r'v for RCA, an? Kenneth Bwezey of ’rnoklvn, ¥ew Ynri, entered
Tesla's rooms at 4:e ‘Totel New Yorler wkhere, with the &3d of & locksmith, *%Sm_j
broke irtc a safe in whicn Tesla kept some of RECQRIMNLPle papers, Inz) GCEnEST oy
important elentrlcal formulae, desipgns, et ceterz.g DB - -
INDEXED /07 ZAH L 7 =2
. Spanel, in ediition *o rencrting thece develo 1°r~ts w the ‘qreau, .
hes slso advised the hesdcuerters of the Kilitary Intellizepce Di-rision, 2 .
torkin of %tne Departuent of 'qulc‘ in ',c.u‘hlnr'con, epd] Ir. JM 1:30194' e
of *he sdvicsors to Vice Fresiden* Tellece Iczado ﬂivlsea Sovml tha
Zovermaent wes vitelly inf-:—r-'stef‘. in thke effects cf fesla =
Spunel loose no time in doin; all be cculd te pr serje .

~

r




vemorandun for tne Hirector

e

Yy stave the matter up
49 possibly tarirg

* the various pever:c

: It was pointed
#.d be harzled in
M5 ect to Tesla's
act. the Surrogete
s “of Tesla both in

Mcedk boxes that he may

R0

The Yew York Office wes instructed to disom
with the State's Attorney in Few Vork City with the i ¢
¥osanovich into custody or a burzlery charge and obtek
which Kossnovich is reported %o have taxen fron Tes@ig{
out thet any activities pursued by the State's Atto--z
e most secret fashion in order o avoid sny publicity
jnreations. The New York 0ffice was also instructad
Court in order that stops eould be nlaced egainst t&p‘}gs
his hotel and any other points, in particulsar, the gafe%j
have irn order tha*t no onc mey enter t.en without a Suread: e
present and every precaation taken to preserve the secreéyyg
The Yew York {ffice is to keer +ue- Bureau advised of all deW

Zesnectfully,
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UNITED
ATAIFS

.. -9 R HOOVER ) - I -~
DIRt TTOR . . ' ‘ Mr. E. A, Tamm_
Mr. Clegg
Federal Burean of Enuestigation Mr. Glavin _
. .. Mr. Ladd
Mnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichols
Washington, D. d. Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
. Mr. Coffey
7 EAT:DS January 12, 1943 Mr. Hendon
Mr. Kramer R
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss Beahm
on Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. th called me
in connection with the death of Nikola-Tesla. He ad
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood at
the War Department was interested in this matter and
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian’s office
was taking some action. He desired to know whether the
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property
Custodian's. office, there did not appear to be any action
which the Bureau could or shou take.
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' ’ !lmm 1s made to yonr {nquiry

by telephone
March 29, 1950, cone certain techniocal papirs whiehw
belonged to the late Niko Tesla. . -

From an examination of our files, we have een
able to determine that this Bureau has never been {n posséésion, oot
as had been indicated to you, of a oopy of Dr. Tesls's papers,

Very sincerely yours, Tl 2
Jo0- QAFT VLR

‘._.l zdgar Hoo\n\
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Director, FBI April 17, 1950
SAC, Nem York

SAVA K. KOSAROVIC
INTRINAL SECURITY=YU
(BufLle 65-47953)

Rebtulet dated April 3 last.

.o April 7, 1950 agents of this offioe interviewed Mr. JVe FOTIS,
Vios President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storuge Cozpany, $2nd Street
& Tth Avenue, New York City, and at that time . FOTTS sdvised that the :
rulss of his firm required that all persons gaining acceas to goods stored
by Kcnhattan first had to fill out sn appropriate form setting forth their
nemes, date of visit, and reason for requesting acoess to the goodse -

In a review oi the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of
NFXLA TESLA, li. POTIS revealed that only one such visit had been made by A
persons outside of the manugement of Manhattan Storage itself. This cne ‘
occassion took place on Jamuary 26 and 27, 1943, st which time representetives N
of the Alien Propert, Lustodiun made & thgyough review of the entire effects

of the TIESEA estate. VIKCeL R / QSL/ﬁT

The TESIA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Hanhattsn Storage's

sarehouse at 52nd Strest & 7th Averme, New York City. MR. MICHAEL KING, who
'Mdh.hudboennmrsw:rorappmximnmnmwthe r
in question, stated that he could recall only the one occasaion in early 1943
wher. an exaxination was made of ths TSSLA effects. BHe stated that at that
time mmerous photographs were taken by the examiners. Ris description of
the eqiipment used would tend to show that a nicrofila reprod.ction was made
of scme of the papers of the deceased scientist. i, KINO added that several
of the group making the exazination wore UsSe Navy uniforms, &nd during the
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in tls
group were identified to him only as "FEDEHAL AUTHORI TIES®. " According to M.
KI¥G, no other instance of smicrofilming of the records of the TESIA estate has
taken place sinoe that time. . -

t
It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the exsmination men—
tioned above by New York letter (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945,
entitled UNKRGRE SUBJECT; SAVA KOSANOVICHj; Experiments & Research of EIKIA
wSIA (Dieceased), Espionage—ile :

. ~ ¢ .
ORIGINAL FILED IR / 7 - '/ 749

“h ) ~T : ] ooy 22F ;‘
ccs 65-12290 e\ ‘\‘\\;0\5\;‘?\‘(" ,mv‘\ \,D ﬁ;ﬂé‘ ‘ /04:-{2_)_&__/_“__
S T S ; g (1 2¢ -
EY Y1 JJC ) BAS ‘ Q
105-1371 ' _



Letter to Direder, FBI
FY 105-1391 ’

VR, POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from
SAVA N. EDSANOVICH, por had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex-
amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MK.
POTTS, the only correspondcnce relating to the TESLL estats haes Seen in the

form of bills for storage.

Mi. POTIS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made.

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the examination made,
as mentioned above, was mot instigated by the Bureau, por had the Bureau taken

part in that examination.

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated by this

of fice. CINSED.




b1C
rinneapolls , -Mdrnesota’
August 18, 1952

Federal Bureau of Investigatlon iy \,1£0RMAT\0\ = ___)
Department of Records .;-;gq\‘s MOLENS ¥,
Washington, D. C. Vel Pykdz?‘

Gentlemen:

In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of
Technology of the University of Minnesota.

For several years, I have been éngaged in a study of extensive
compass and detall concerning the researches and writings of
the late, world renowned sclentiet, Dr. Nikola Tesla. At con-
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of
meterials relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which include:

1) Personal let*ters written by Tesla to his close friend.

2) Numerous pericdicals, some of vwhich are to be found in
only a few libraries throughout the United States.

3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's
items".

4) A collection of issued patents. /
Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe-
cific information desirsd is lacking. .

As I understand 1t, because of the nature of Dr. Tegla's role
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent
anolications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of
Inzestigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of
1983, '

The purvose of this selzure, as described in numerous articles,
wes to determine whether these vavers contained suggestions
leading toward advancements in the field of gclence. v
/e Il };'4?.
RECORDED - A8 )
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Now 1t seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves-
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Lstate has been relezszd
by the dspartment in charge, any records that can be made
atallable for examination will be welcomed.

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General,
Director, O.fice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library
of Congress listed @ertain workxs, writings and research studies
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed

to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no
files on the ressarches of Tesla'.

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research
and the Department of Commerce.

I am egoacially interested in the researcn work in which Tesla
wag engaged in his lazter years. There are verious unnublished
works, such as a 10-page tyovewritten statement presented in
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his
discoveries and giving a resume' of his work in the fields of
gravity ané cosmic ray research, etc, Also, Tesla prepared
varlcus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Plerre
Gutzman Prize from th:s Institute of Erance. My 1lnquiry is in
effort to determine whether any of these documz2nte, as well =as
others, are at this time avallable.

I will greatly eporeclate any informatiocn in regard to any
records which you may hsave,

Vervy uly yours,

K¢

-
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Adugust 26, 1952

o Yith rérerence to your letter of
August 18, 1952, our files disclose that
the effects of Xikola Tesla were taken into
custody at the time of his death by the
Offtce of Alien Property, and not by this
Bureau, Congequently, you Ray wigh to
communicate further with thgt agency, which
Ray be addressed as follows: (65-27953)

Asststant Attorney General
Rowland r, Xirks :

Director, 0ffice of Alten Property

United States Department of Justice -
- 101 Indtana Avenue, X,

Yashington 25, p, c.

¥.

DRYAR K P

16 Hld 20 g 97 9

Siacerely you rs,

.-

‘t NREYS

= Yokn rdgar Hoover
Tl Director

HO

cc - 1 - Aaaist5n£Aﬁ&?ﬁﬁy,,&{eneral (with copy-o
Rowland F, Kirks ' i)c’g
Director)“0frice of Alien Property
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— United States Department of Justice
mAILEY 10 ’ 101 Indiana Avenue, N, Wein -

AR O 771000 Fashington 25, n. c. - -V 34
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100-2237 : : TOOF e
\ NOTE: No reference Bureau Sitles on corres ondent .
. ot in Minnesota., 8-22-52, ..pe‘ /U(_ ~
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B Ofﬁce Meﬁm-fzmdum « UNITED lSI‘AI‘ES GOVERNMENT

\i N . . Tolsoa —
Al . g ez
i : DATE: fuyi 5, 1858 Al

yee . - [
TO : Ll e s1e e 250700 i .
4 mont -

' legg ——
. e Glavin
P ° . Harbo

e . Rosen ——

Trecy ——
Gearty ——

FROM ! n

T~
b
X
N
\

J ‘ : / Moht — ——
) Viaterrowd —
sUB : IVYI};_OLA :’:”ES’L,‘; (De cease d) SR ‘“'.FOR“} A‘T"ﬁ't‘: QS?‘JTA!EA! ED ;:::;::om_.-
ITNRCi Aol CClCLE! 4G i .i-;-:| A A Sizoo
. ;;\{ ‘S U\\\Jl. ! i ‘ Miss Gandy
~ AT : _ N
A ¢rdnance Sect%BLE Lo gié
Standares Lo 3 ertension 622) called on the cfternoon
.7 Moy 4, 183, '

~ +gted thet he hcd been reading a book entitled, f
"Tha’ Proaty enivs - The Lije of Nikola Tesla' by John J. !
\\géﬁeill, whom gescribed as a science WLl Hor a New

rk newspa-er (pLolisier - Ives iashburn). oted in this
book that Bureau ifrcents wént to Tesla's room Jollowing his death
on Janusry 7, 1942, orenecd 15 SOl eramined his rapers, and

s gersoncl files. scid this cnnecred on rcje

stated that Tesla s tihe fother of modern
power enginee g, deingc resnonsible for thc invention of the
4. C. generctor, moioT transmission, and other electrical engineering

rects. He inguircd (1) if the perers cnd works of Teslec were in
ti.e $DCS8CsSiCn ot The Burecu, qnd (2) il so, were sier aveilable
for roviow o in vier of their scientific ImMDOTTCNRCE,

C I told .L'r.“that the statement concerning the Bureau's -
taking Tesla's files did not seen very logical but that I would i
check on tiie matter. L : ’ , e a

e

The purea:'s files reflect that shortly cjter the decth
of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on Janvary 7, 1943, o
Sava Kosanovichy a cdistant relative, and other individucls
entered 1is room and operecd the safe, eramining certcin mcterials
which he possessed. On Janucry 8, 1942, Mr. L. ¥. C. Snith of
the Departrent advised ¥r. Tanm tnat he was concerned chout the
possibility of enéeny agents confiscating somg of the trunks of Y
Tesla and appcrently the Office of Alien Property Custodian wasy,/4;>/
taking some action regarding these effects., Since the matier was-’ '~
being handled b: the Office of Alien Froperty Custodicn, the Bureau
did not maie any inguiries into this sitration. (65=47955~6)

. It is noted also thnat
ril 16, 1948, jfrom Xr
Kilwaukee, hisconsin,

eciricol engineering at ine

of
o1 R wes studyt
riluaukee School of Engineering an
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was interested in tne life cnd wWOTKES of Tesla. Qﬁcted
hat he understoed et the time of Tecla's dcathr Une surecd

tpokx his mcnuscripis and exrverir.ent dcia for nationel securitye.
ihe Burecy on .ipril 2% 1648, advised chat tihe effects of
Tesla were handled D Tnre€ office of 4l W, perty cnd not by the
73I.(65-47953-18)

I callec i‘.;r.!&his morning cnd sold him thaet it was
the office of Alien rrob uy end not tie r3I vhich took OveT the

effects of Teslc folloiing his decth. Accordingly, I suggestecd
that !'r nighi 1ish to conmuniccte with the office of
4Llien Pre] w for furiher informat._on concerning this mattcrs

]
Th

The book 'Procizel CGenius - The Life of Hikolc Tesla’
in the Bwr:scu Likrery. 4 copy is kein: oxtcined from

b —

is not

the Libreri of Con-resss IS rill be excminec ©C cetermine 5
specifically the reference ncce to the nurecu's teking these N
~azers. At that time ¢ deterninction cCi e macde as to what 7,
urt.er cotion shounld he IGIEN. ‘ /,,

ADDEVD s LLL:merT 5-14-53

Page 277 of the "prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla,"
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement:
"operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation caneé and opened
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use
in the war."”

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt

that any particular purpose would d by raising an objection
with the publishers at this time. the individual who raised
£

the question, has been set straigh herefore, no further

action is being takar. (q‘iﬁ;,
/"’ /€

/"

[3%)
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e -

¥r. SCHELRTF stated that ke was an esse
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Leland 1. Andcrson

127 Scymour Avcruc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota

\

February 3, 1954

.r. George H. Scherlr, Jr.
145 Scacord Road
westchester, NZw YORK

Dear Mr. Schrerfif:

work of Dr. Nlxola Tesla.

Receatliy, I have Tounded an organizatlon 1n name and honor of

Dr. Tesia 1n cooperation with several people who were intimately
assoclated with Tesia durlng his lifetime, and witn otners who
are inter=ssted in Dr. Tesla and nis achlievesents from a sclen-
tiflec and nistorical standpoint. (See enclosed brochure.) I
nave had some difflculty ilocating a few ol Tesla's assoclates,
and, the name of George Scherfr is among them, Therefore, it

1s my sincere hope that you, Mr. Screrfr, are the person I seek
as havingz been assoclated witn Tesla.

I have personally studied tne works of Tegla for a nunber of
years, oveing particularily interested in elaborating upon his
researci®s rogarding nlgh-tension radlant beuns. Trnrougn some
tpavel and otner errorts, I nave been Tortunate to locate many
original coi.ections of Tesla's corresonasnce and manuscripts,

and in a few cases obtalned a nuader of interesting items.

I was in New Yorkx a sunort time ago on pusiness, and wnllz there
I visited Mr. Kennetn M. Swezey. He 1ntends to undertake some
signiricant work on oenalr of Tes.a in tne near future, and
since ne xnew Tes.a ror 8o _many years curing nls iater 1life,

‘1t will re nwndled with great understanding.

I hooe tnat you may have soae interest in the work walcn I
nave initlateéd on benair of Dr. Tesla. Tnere are many matters
tnat I wisn to discuss with you, provided of course, tnat you
are tne Mr. Scnerfr reiated to tne Tesla story. I would.pe -
most nappy to near Ifrom you at your ear.iest convenlence, and
will send you all publications of the organization 1f you wish
to receive tnea.

" Very truly yours,

Sl d S o L

et




[N\ D . \I /A
University Station, 8ox 13

..MINNEAPOLIS . 14 - MINNE SOTJ“'.

©o Those Who Are Interested in the Life and Work of )
Dk. NIKOLA TESLA

Following the ceath of xola Tesla on the 7th of Jemuwwi, 1945,
Mpr. John J. O'Neill, forner .e £d1vor of the Ngw York Heral @ Trioune
presented the bio “&ghy

PIHODICGAL GELIUS
The Life of uAnOl& Tezla

- a memorable tribute tc one of y 'ts snding figures in Lhs €n-
tire rieid of e;ecuricql gclence. eny reading this Vlograpry Izerneéd
of Nikola Tesla for u‘e firsy Lizme, ¢ ite nﬂs monunFntous ac;1&VFnents
with which he has won wor.d-wil .cocoaln i ific circles. Even
those closely azsociated with ;1 «n1 engineccviag dle-
covered & remerkeble giory zo, cLSIALLY FNCH ©oshz brillilent genlus
Tegla whose@ 8ensitive perroneal ' [ xept his fame in e shecow

The TESLA-INTLIGATICHAL orgenlzation ts belng sstablished
Uni<ed States in name &nG honer or Div. nikole Tegls DY thwee € wr
cutual interest in his *1‘v end wo~ke. The creenization hes ec
cblective the prosulge 5¢ tne truth ebout lilxola Tesla; thit & Tull
recognition be made regeerrch work on the =TTects
of currentg of hlgn anG Tor hie qcnleve-
ments in the realme telzcomrunicatl or
It would be the duty of e powes that
name of Tesla win in tLc th= erving of a Ur
great Amerlcan for his conir tenes, ind ard to this
countrj.

reaC

'

"‘U) o

A JjJournal of the
ning the month cf Hov
higtoricel interest T

1) A Tormzl roster of &l

orgenizaticn end 455.

z) an c*"“an_.: of
tnrcugn the ediud

A conprehenslive LIDLIL R sLing ol esl &velleble U
concerning Tesle, willo wWouvid : eloging of the Vii
collectiong ol L et gener > L:-’ Zuch & ;1:,~nj Wwill

£

be of p&rticul&r img SAnlC cclole the resczercn fie .C.

A presentatlon of h : yubia T ~ ot
Tesla 8 technlcal : ey

The Journal of the mogh-1nTLHATIORAL organizetion will ve forth-
coming at 1nfervals of 15 - 2 ny‘?> . Subgcripticn rete ieg £1.C0 for
10 1ssues. embership in tne TxSi..-] INTZINATIOLAL orgenizaticn 33 con-
current with subscriotion to the Juu“na‘




Le wm:a W.. Anderson
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Leland I. Anderson l.‘
127 Seymour Avcnuc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota

Februsry 12, 1953

Dear Mr. Scnerff,

It was so very rewarding to recelive your reply concerning pr. Nikocla
Tesla... I have initlated an undertaking on penalf of Tes.ia DCcause
I feel that in all right and Jjustice somethlng snould be done to
perpetuate tne name of Tesla and see to 1t inat rnls namc r<come®s a
part of tihe heritage of thils nation. A greal tusk periaps, but as
time goes on I velleve tnae name of Tes.ia Wi.l veccome more significant
in sclentific develonments. 1 nope trhat you may ave an interest 1in
the organization whicrn I :nave proposed and egtapiisned, and I will

be honored to nave you as a memder. The organization 1s presently
set up on the basls of tnose naving & maatuns interest in Tes:a, witn
a free exchange of lnlformation between members. Tne first two lssues
¢f the Jjournal ol -ne o:ganlizatlion ure veln; e-ul To you undGr® seuurate
COVEr, ann snould reach you 1a a day or two.

Some otner menpbers which may ve of intercs*t to you are, rurilel arbus,
Dorotny Sxerritt, Kenneth Swezey @nd w. w. wiineim. Tne recent ceaths
of Jonn O'Neill and Edwin Aruastrong were very unexpected, and 1t 1s
«ith a great sadness thuat I received the news anc 1088 Of t:-s¢ Iwo
nembers.

Do you know ir Mr. Lowenstlen nad a daugnter? The reason I ask 1s
that a woman visited ¥Mr. O'Nelll pelfcre nis aeath and told nim that
sne inherited a grcat anount or Tes:luna rro: ner fatner - waom I ore-
sume to o2 Mr. Lowenstien., Tnls wonan was airald or alisc.csing tne
information by reason of ner alstaxken notion zand fear trat she wou:d
rudely pe ratded by tie army. You sege Mr, O'N<ill reiated to ner

+22t a few army orl'iclais visited nis nrons witn insictent reagussis

sy

cor information. Of cours? ai:r tnls sort of yovernzent intercst was
arousesd by Tesla's "Death-Ray" rumors, p.aysc up oy erterprising
journalists. Well, tne reosuilt ol al: (nls Is that sne ra2fused to
give ¥r, O'Nelll ner martlied name — only that sie zuar.-i2d a Slamese
orince no iess, and moved to som2 ald-western clity. I tiis woman
ni8 tne amount of material tnat Mr. O'lelll intimxted, 1T wou.d cer-
tainly oe iaportant to locate nor, .

I believe tnat one of tn¢ valuaolie efforts oi' t.x Tvs.a organization
would be to catalog every plecce of 1inroraaticn concerniiy; Tes.a. 1
nave macs a peglnning effort ailong tils line, ana I no.e tinat perore
too long all colicctions of Teslilana may be Locat2d, cataloged, and
rzoroduced for fear of eventual loss. Tarough Mary A. benjamin (of
walter R. EenjJamin Autographs in New York) I have ovtained a number
of significant items of correspondence cvetw::n Tesia and horvert U.
Johnson., Tne entire collection ol correspendence with Mr. Jonnson
nunbers in excess of 70 pieces, I snare tzis collection with Nrs.

sl 1 et || 1 f ] [
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Leland 1. Andcrson
127 Scymour Avcnuc Southeast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota
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Leland I. Anderson
127 Seymour Avenue S, E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Mr. George Scherff
149 Seacord Roud
New Rochelle, New York
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HPTEARMATION CONTAINED

Mr. Parsns ..

163 Milton St?géﬂ;iff”'—

Pttt mEt AR Brooklyn 22 E;qzd

.. L oS NCLASS’F, June 25 Py ,lx 5 :\.’in:-rrwwd
R _7-—2-(0 B iz é Tele. Room .

¥Mr. J. Edgar Boover Mr. Holl' man .

Miss Gandy . -

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. '

Dear M¥r. Boover: 5 v
. “, /,.uw'o-, - J{'
Back in 1943, the local Alien Property -
Custodian searched through e belongings of the late
electrical inventor, Nikolz 'esla, stored in the Manhattan
Storage Varehouse in New ork City. Tesla had been a
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so 1
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's
nephew and heir, lr. Sava Kosanovié (Mr. Kosanovié had
been ¥inister of State under the King's government, later
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present
covernment, and is now a kinister serving in Belgrade).

According to the attorney who handled the
Tesla estate, lir. Philipii¥ittenbers, the Alien Property
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have
a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated ¥arch
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. A.

In gathering material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday
next year---which will be participated in by leading
scientific and engineering societies, museums, and
universities—--I have just discovered, however, that
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during
that search.

~

-

As a friend who had known Tesla well
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic iA/ ,
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die 7_s
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ong
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time

to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr.
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but
everything else, including the medal and the keys, was

replaced and the safe was 10 f RECORDED - 82/04_0 ’-A—;_I')’
g& ;I NPEXER 4 By Wi

XLl atodh
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Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened anggg ;? .
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ar1. sed in Belgrade (where Tes. .'s roperty was to be
installeéd in a special Tesla Museum and was there openec
by kr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, bhoth
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal
was never found.

‘T learned of the disappearance of the medal only by
accident. &ur. Kosanovid had asked his former secretary
to get permission from the American institute of Electrical
Engineers (who gave Tesla the iledal) to have it duplicated.
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum,
%n Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay
or it.

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than
the money involved. By giving us a system which made
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably
more than any other one pman-—helped put America on top of
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison liedal
was the only material evidence left of this country's
zppreciation. That this last token should have disappeared
--—-to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic

dgnoyement. Lo oiiss WK G2 TEETeed il

Johnk@'Neill, in'his biography of Tesla, states that
the FBI braoke into Tesla's safe on the day he died, and
on article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. i
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during
the latter's search in the warehouse.

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men
might remember the conditions under which the search was
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin,

k and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to

-\

whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and who
might have been responsible. _

%ith best regards and sincere appreciation for any help
you can give,

Sincerely,

Kenneth W'ézey p
P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month's POVIR
g

magazine which outlines T=sla's contribution to the electric
povier industry.
‘(—b—\.S.
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LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR « MAY 1955 - ESTABLISHED 1882 ’Ower

‘ Strange Genius

ASK ANY CROUP of power men to name those who laid
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list—

Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. -

But there is almost sure to be a significant omission.

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo-
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen-
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the
“battle of the systems” held sway.

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant-
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un-
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But
there was no successful ac motor.

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described
was destined to sweep the field.

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real-
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen-
erators, a variety of dc equipment.
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But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly-
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when '
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes S
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com- .
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro- '
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the
polyphase system.

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the
modern age of electric power had truly opened.

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were
but a beginning. Still to come was brilliant work in high
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art.
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why?

—— —————— e - - o~ e e =

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance,
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his :
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure '
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce-
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did,
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per-
petuate a8 record of accomplishment.

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver-
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius
who changed our world for the better.
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA -

Largely thru a young American. engineer’s efforts, the
world today is rq—scanning.the record and achievements of our
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla. Of late, even the big-tifne
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas-
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard.

C
> The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time "0“ CONT MN L-D

“Serbian immigrant boy_who made millions but died almost a}, » £)
pauper is Leland m head of the Tesla Society, LT SSIF é/
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. ’,,,B - <

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr.
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in-
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub-
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued

of the late Dr. Tesla. »

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a
fascinating editorial, *'Strange Genius”, by the POWER mag-
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- ‘NDEXED-E}Q

»

s

torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system, ,. . 972%y 4
describcd by Mr. Anderson, as the “‘most tremendous event irq e
. . . ’ NOT RECORDED
all engineering history. 138 gUL 14 1155
Editorialist Louis Q\Bowlcr, according to the TESLIAN. JUL 1

answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla's im-
portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: It
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- -
tion of the 100th anniversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, "ISA'N ig?gm
}956). to acknowledge our debt to this strange and ]onc]y? b19n" h. Pennsylvania
genius who changed our world for the better.”. S OUTES ’ _
This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre-
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum-;
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. '
§Wevare prinsing thisdorgn in- dyplicate. in this issue and

.
- > .

- R K R BIAAY . K Sles ‘~‘ "‘._‘.\, . _,..,t‘:’ Tt
wié-usge bll our readers to endorse it with ‘their signatrres: Send
ke complered peiitir dmee gt oS .
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Ojﬁce ‘Memic andwum - UNITED S1|TES GOVERNMENT

Telson

TO + L. V. BOARDIAN ~1,1;' DATE: June 29, 1955 gaﬁggi
e Be: om__{

o ALL INFORMATION COTAI L e
A B BEPOVY FERE!L IS UNCLASSITI et

soR ¥ NIKOLA TE LA . ' Tele. Room _
< VYISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG Holloman __

O DATE 7-2-43 BW;/%M i —

( ' Nikola Tesla, a native of Yugoslavia, was a Sfamous electrical
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swezey,

Brooklyn, New York, advises he is gathering material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in \
1956. OSwezejj relates he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by N

Jriends after. his death and advises the contents were thereafter
replaced and jthen impounded by the United States Alien Property
Custodian. Leter the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be
\installed ir.B Pesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold
Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey s seeking to locate the

/ medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that
GAP held none of Tesla's properiy. Swezey states he has hecrd. the
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in 8torage, and
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the
Edison medal. HRe FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the
Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John 0'Neill it
‘was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to
protect contents from encmy'hands). Swezey notes this same comment
appears in article ("The Genius Who Kalked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks
in the June, 1955, Mooronet." Swezey says he knows FBI did not do this.
)Bufii@s not -pertinent re Swezey. Bureau did not enter into Tesla

\_/"

ry

safe matter upon Departuent's advice it was being handled by OAP.
' Bureau previocusly aware of comment in O'Neill's book. Fer Ri-*iles
Eiiks was officer of American Civil Lidertiess /nion in 1930-40; staff
ember of Communist l.ae newspaper MThe Anvil' 1933-37; member of j'

o [

gbf
7 an Writers 'TCUA report~l944); close friend of / ..
v reported CP member and nggggigd,underground mcmbe
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Memorandum For Mr. Boardman

RECOMMENDATION:
That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the

natter was handled by OAPF. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in

"Coronet” article. . Yﬁ(\/
/ ,
1/M i g 34,/ e b
T
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«- b1, Belmont
““4yr. Boardmmn

June 30, 1955
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]
) =t MFORMATION CONTAINED
y -~ THIS UNCL SSIFLED
Nr, Zeg:::hsfiaézezcy (Origtnal) TE22-80 DY )§&‘/éﬁif
%%mart

Dear Mr. Seeszey:

FitA reference to your letter of Ju 25
1955, our files dteclose the effects of Nikela
were taken fnto custody after his death dy the Qﬁftce
of Alien Property and not by this Bureau.

Stace we dtd not participate in the
handling of Nr. Tesla's effects, we are uaable to
/ supply the tnformation you requested.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgac HOOVQ:

J)CO-Q237- é,{’

JoAn Idgar Hoover UL E
Dtrcctoé 2 !E—-E’l:-; y i y

—

mwayz& 5 ma JUL 1195 e

A cover memorandum om Belmont to—an
was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-29-55 T'r"onnectton with
this outgoing mail. 5

Bufiles contain no derogatory data-- re corges-
pondent; reflect only that he was close fril@d» %pf
... ;. 8dmirer of Tesla. . . 14Q W
| LSRR\

s
'I.'

NOTE :

Tolsoo
Boardman

Nichols . ETB'Jdaﬂ

e A
Belmoat
Harbo .
Nobr .‘ Y ¥
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Jovney, vall Qriilc .

tugust l, 1955,

Mr. 7. Edgar [:00VET,
Federasl Sureau of Investigation,
Viesnington, D.CT.

: O
In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of iiikola Tesla, ir, -sohm
J Otreil says, on pvege 277, thet the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hotel
room, openec his steel safe ané removed from it, the papers it

contained.

vlag there ever any publication of what these papers contazined? If
so, could ycu irnform me where I might obtain a copy of such
publication?

If there was no publication of the Safe's content, aftier more than
1o rears, would it bz improper TO publish them?

If there wes no publication of ths safe's content, but there were
no particular secrets found there in, coulé you inform me vhere I
might learn what the safe contained?

- informetion o thls nmetter -111 be appreciated.

Y

TRz you for your troublc.

2
. # U - @3xIgN 2 AUG ,1/-&1955
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would 1tke to
the e/fects
after
not b

of Mr. Tesla's e
infornotion you

JRH: sm8 !

for| €Y sep g

TS § .

A
11w Dandy

|y on e

e —

iforatad

NOTE: Bufiles
utilized bV

" this matter,
office of A

of Ntkolo Teslo ¥
his death by the orftce
p this Bureaue.

Since uv€ did not Dorttcinat
we are unable t

frects,
requested.

to your inquiry,

ere token
of Alten Property and

e in the hondlingC
o sunrply the

Sincerely yours,

John EdgorT Hoover
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~sotmay, valifomaie,
September 10,, 1833.
» lioover,

o
LO' 4 & .
secau Of Imvestigation,
o

-U’

-~ i

] o *
cfzving to oy lstter to you fugust first, this year - your letter

to me, fusust 1llth., reletive to the matter of the papers of 1ilIr.
ikola-Tesla.

e the office of Alien Property regarding this

lat I had receivea the 1Pfo”mgtlon from you

department which had talken the tesla froperty
.to custouy - not yours..

I have a letter from Ilfr. llenry G. Hilken - that Department - File

umber HCE:DD Siirelk 01{—0033, in vhich I am told that office

ih e -

npever had custody, nor has vested, any property of iiikola Teslam,

2s I began tnis matter with you - because it was stated in Hr
0'ileill's bool: that it was your department who opened Teslafs safe #
I zm viondsring if you have any further suggestions along llP“S I%

might fellor to ootals sonz information in this regard?

1.—(,-_

Thers vou for rrour time and trouble.
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jo0-2237- X

—

Septemher 20, 1955

FLL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE f/‘«az-;'z

I have received your letter dated September 10,

1855 .Lgo

As you were advised by my letter of August 11,
1955, this Burecu wcs not connected in aay respect with
the acquisition or custody of the effects of Nikola Tesla,
and it is therefore not possible to furnish you any
additionacl information,. -

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

b1C g7
‘i\.\ . i

NOTE:s By letter 8-11-55, we referred”o the Office of
Alien Proverty, whick Office wa ported to have
assumed custody of Tesla's effects subseouent to his deat
(65-47953-6) A

-

| JRH:vjs ..,

(3) Af“ia-~y SLER 71//
3 >

COMM - FBI

B SEP Ji8gs 195
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1 EORMATION €1 TAIHED

~ 7 1S UNC A3SHILD
izae B,/if&w
— " RECOGNITION FOR TESLA —

(Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing belew.)
THE TESLA SOCIETY

University Station, Box 135 \

Minncapolis 14, Minncsota |

- J————
(date)

. (city & state)
Hon. Arthur E. Summerficld
Postmaster General, Postoffice Dept. \
Washington, D. C. |
1 t
|

Dear Sir:

Iii_k_ola Tesla’s contributions to science, industry, and to his adopted
couniry have greatly inspired enginecring progress. His electrical sys-
tems helped creatc an Amecrican conomy of world pre-eminence.

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla's birth (1856-1943).

.

it “(signed) R
—— ‘ . . -
ﬁ
* \MERICAN SRBOBRAN
& June 29, 1955
-~ Ipe y o~ o Pittsburgh, P
2o¢ ‘/ o279 A sburgh, Pennsylvania

e e
NOT RECORDED
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SE RETURN TS 1o

by Avrrep H. Sinks

Nikola Tesla was a great inventor—
and_alio_a_prophet without honor

YOUNTER-ESPIONAGE WHEELS
started turning carly on 1
mormn ol January B 10‘%3 Anx-
ious FBI agents shipped into a room
Tn_the Hotel ~Ncw Yorker_where,

Tate the night_before, a chamber-
maid had discovered_the body of
Nikola Tesla, dcad at 86, recarded
Ly many as the_greaigst seicntific

cnius of his time.

For ycars, Tesla had been making
scientific predictions so fantastic as
to be literally out of this world. Of
latc he had been working—or so he
said—on revolutionary new weap-
ons powerful cnough to annihilate
armics at a single blow.

There was only one Tesla, and
the story might—incredible as it
sounded—be truc. The n's
safe_might hold these sccrets,

JUNE, 1988

chancc of cnemy spics gett

first. _

Half _hoping to find somecthing
which would bring o sudden and
decisive end to World War 11, the
G-inen Lroke opgn the dead man's
strong_box. If anything of impor-
tance was discovered, it has never

been revealed.

Yet, their quick action was jus-
tificd, Tor you could ncver De sure
about_Tesla, onc_of the stranyest
men w ived. Most people
touk him with a grain of salt, vet
no scrious scientist dared shrug
away_his_cliims as ponsensc. Nt
after Thomas Edison tried it and
Tl proved him wrong.

“TTThe world's Ieading physicists
and clectrical engineers had to cat
crow back in the 1880s when Tesla
solved a problem they had thought
impussible. That one accomplish-
ment—the invention of a practical
alternating-current motor and gen-
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erator—put_Tesla’s name amos vorite was an “engine”
| 3

the world™s 1op <eie
“TFrom his invent prang the
industria) age we Jive i For with-
out his aliernating current, there
would be no mass prixluction of
automobiles, aircraft, refrigerators;
no great water-power dams and
cencrating plants, no Diesel-clectrie
trains: we could not have developed
radio, television or atomic power.
The direct current that E
X4

worked with—a

its power_Je;
the surroynd Lichts
near the power station micht burn
brightly and steadily, but thase near
the end of the line would be dim
and fluttering,

Tesla sold hi
current patents in 18R, for

lion dollars down. By 1893

Lreat power station i
had been built, and | \
1896, two more Tesla generators
had been installed. Within a few
vears, the pace of life over half the
th had climged from a crawnl o
lop—and it has heen gath-
eving speed ever since.

FIME MY win, by his Liilliang
idea of a “*rotating maonetic
A . ol the carth

and the Tliving habits of 1he binnm

wee was 4 Croot, Torn 1w IRS7 in

Sl aovillage in o what is now

Yugoshavia, butwas then part of the

old Austro-Thungarian I pite.
When e was about sis, Nikola

Teda's father, the villuge priest,

was trinslerred to a larger parish

in the city of Gospie. There, the

Ll grew up and perfeeted his ear-

Best “inventions.™ Of these, his fa-

1o

powered 1)y
16 June bugs, harnessed in scts of
four to spokes which radiated from
the drive shaft.

Nikola was a frail 1ad often ill;
Zl _41_(' nc.‘lr' wen T m( mm oo
much reading. He read cverything
he_could get his hands

icnce_but_also
phy, hisl

entin French, German and ltalian,
as well as his native Sc bo-Croat.

He got his schooling—the st
his doting family could afford—ay
Gospic, Carlstad, Gratz, the Uni.
versity of Prague and, finally, at
Budapest. At the University, he saw
his first electric motor, a new type
direet-current affair whose brushes
and commutators sent out showers
of crackling blue sparks.

“If we got rid of those brushes
and commutators, with all that
noise and loss of energy, we'd have
a much hetter motor,” Nikola told
his professor. “Perhaps it might be
done with an alternating current.™

“Nonsense!™ harked the profes-

sor. “An alternating current would
never run anything. You're nog the
brilliant student 1 thought_you
\\'(‘l'(". ()I‘S("__” .
T Bat Tesla conld not forget. The
teacher's ridicule onlystimped the
idea indeliblv on his brain. It be-
Cinie M oTess oA Passion - - how
to make an alternating current
drive a motor. In every idle mo-
ment, wherever he went, he wrestled
with this problem,

Tesla’s mind had an unusual
wist. Almost Trom i oy,
heenble o s
cye so vividhy —and T soct
detail at_ohien he had

telling the s I
S e

trouble

i Illl:lLlll-'r)'.
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Where the average engincer or
inventor would reach instinctively
for drawing bo: ird, paper and pen-
cil, Tesla_would

3 nentl
ould alter
this detail or that, discard one plan,

try amuhcr, without ever putiing a

linc on r.
Ycars .ucr— from these mental

images alone—he could give his
workmen exact l" TllClll‘IlS [¢) 0w
to Luilld cach pirt ol a new device,
though it was unlike anything cver
scen before.

Thus, needing no drafting room
and few laboratory convenicnces to
work on an idca, Tesla could use
every sparc minute that he had to
test and revise his theory of alier-

curcent.

iry 1 job_was manager
“Fewly organized felephone
iJapest. But tele-
phone circuits were dull stuff com-
parcd with the challenge of that
one big idca. He moved to Paris
where he became a Kind of general
troublE=STGoter Tor the Continental

Edison Tompany.
is brain was still chipping away
at his big problemn; hut the trouble
was, he <ouldn’t sharc it with
trained menw ho might have helped
him_work it out. For whenever he

JUNE, 1955

mentioned alternat
cle 1 would

look at him as_though fic were
But then came e moment swhep
|

he knew he had solved it He was
walling with a_ i
Bm)n(
short_and_beg

_canc _at_some i lm]c

the air,
ce—it works!™ he shouted. |

is otatung magnetic ficld which
causes the armature to turn, It pulls
T amanets around with it, causine
the shaft to revolve. As 1 mmll‘m-
this switch, causing the current 1o
flow first i inone direction, then the
other. ..

Never mind what his friend
thought. had the answer.

Attheoflice, iscolleagues scoted
or looked hLmk But the manager,
l:stcmnq to the outpourings of
scientific j Jargon, suddenly thougin
of his hoss back in th l

g current wan

')J(‘cl in

vlec-

v
rd \\uud bc smart

cnon mlt
So he give Tel

a_lcuer of in-
troduction 1o Thomas L lisun and

urged him to try his luck in Amer-
ica, Thus, Tesl, now 27, arrived
in_New York. TTe was Tandsome,
over six-Tcet-two, with a dmm-

guished head :md deep-set blue
cyes. His :

drmmmm ;, his dark
thick, Bis chin sharply pointed. ()f
worldly goods, he_had the clothes
on his_back four cents in ¢ash, the
-the world,
sdison thought less than nothing
of the idea. Tt seemed so prepos-

terous that hie wouldn't ev




213 had no
' to cone

\i‘iml a

‘—and, of course, T
drawings with which
jols fur be lind sxgellent training
s an.engincer_and Edison needed

ngd men.

Busy with routine cleetrical work,
Tesla waited nearly three vears for
2 chancc to turn his mental image
into an actual motor he could show
to others. In 1887, he was able to
borrow cnough money to start his
own laboratory, and_ the following
year_the alie nating-gurrens motor
and gene tigal reali-
1 lc—though
much practical engineering would
aill be needed to fit them to com-
mercial use.

Geures Westinghouse, anuother
inventor, was the first to see their

e, Te Doucht (W€ paidnts and
tave Tesla a jub as engineer in his

Pittshureh factory.

But Tesla couldn't get along with
the other Westinghouse cngineers.
From his standpoint, the aht
ing-current job was done. Lven
sesehuolboys' could now iron out
the few remaining Kinks. Mcan-
time, his brain had started to hatch
even bigeer dreams, He went back
to his Liboratory in New york.

S Re alune “The once told a
Q('h’l\(‘(‘ WTIer. “ml s the secret Uf
imvention. Be_a onc— that's_where
menti alone— that s WA

creat adeas are born.’

pose nE was. In_the years that

“had many ad-

A followed, Tes!
vees, but saldom

iring peguain
S hviend. At bis mether, b
an_ever entered hig wwLm_L
TH< nanner_toward others was
cordial_but reserved, distnt. Fhis
words were_as il utiered by somce
pod, siting on_an_Olympus high
d, suns B =
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. his Tame, those words made a
tremendous impression.

He lectured_at_every scientific
center in this country ani n all the
i it capitals abroad. Things
whic s vet, cxisted only inside
that amazing brain of his were so
real to him, he made them real
to his listeners.

He described radar_and _radio
Lriadesting_and_cven television.
fle advocated clectro-therapy. He
foresaw a day when man would
control nature in cvery respect—
cven the weather—when machines
of all kinds, and the power to run
them, would be so cheap that pov-
erty would vanish from the world.

Without wanting to_be, Tesla
wis A sapeTractor. NTter listening
fo T and secmy his wonders, au-
diences were ready to believe nearly
anvthing.

2 reasoned that you could
scll electric power cheap if you
could do away with the millions of
poles and insulators, the millions of
tons of copper wire used to transmit
it from place to place. He thought
he knew how to do it—and

Morgan hacked him with $20!

On Long 1oL, Tosla built_a
huge power plant with a_154-foot
stee ll}‘_)(:al(u;\'m(;pp(‘d by an
cnormous mushroom-shaped  cop-
per dome. From this dome he
planncd toombard the carth’scrust
with millions of volts of clectric
enerey. The power so added to the

rth's permanent charee could be
drained ofl at some other point-—
any puint—on the carth’s surface.
Thus, it would be possible for clec-
tric power to he sent anywhere
without conduits, poles or wires. Or
so he thought, until he tried it

’o\'c the rest of humanity, Backed
Y

CORONE




* In_Novomber, 1898, Tesla an-
nounced that he could gbolish war.

The inventor had desjzaed a
small, incxpensive, radio- Iled
boat which, through its sed
ahility to destroy the biggest battle-
ships, would make great navies usc-
less. Not many years later, he was
talking of anuﬁzcr SUpCr-weapun: a
““‘death tay~ which would annihi-

Oic armies.

cx anwcr suspected that
the r-weapon ol (hé future
would come from _atomig_fission.
For Ei Dasic notion which
led to smashing the atom, he had
only ridicule. Alonc in his middle
age, he had fallen out of step with
the world's great thinker,

Not all_Tesla’s later inventions
were fantastic. Some, like his in-
duction coils and oscillators, and
pioncer work on ‘“‘tuned” clectrical
circuits, were highly important.

Thouch he ncevér. suceceeded in
transmitting power without wires
or a hig scale, he did prove that a
single witc is enough. And some of
his brilliant prophecices inspired the
more plodding scientists to work out
the practical problems of induction
heating, radio-telephone, radar and
many other clectronic marvels of
today.

But as he grew older, he with-

dregg further and further with.
H clt. His s'range prophecies
souMcd like a vaice from another

planet, For caripanionship now
the old man had only his dreams,
and they grew sirancer with t'ln:
years. Completely alone at lasy, a

stooped um:f'_lgurc with thin, sil.
v E T, hie used 10 shp from his
hotelroom, buva Tag u Dirdsecd
and trudee slowl «n\cr—t;'ﬁp
wm« »TFI':(‘? ns awaited
him. These were bis friends. They
nceded i, though the world did
not.

When he grew too ill 1o go out,
cach day he sent a Western Union
messenzer to the park. After feed-
ing the birds, the boy wasinstructed
to scc if any of them seemed sick.,
If so, hie was to bring them back o
Tesla’s room where the inventor
would nurse them gently back to
health,

Perhaps this sad licde lubor of
love shuwed that the man w
changed the workd had, at_List, dis-
covered th. Perhaps he
knew now t WESE power
Tor good Ties not_in lor hought
but in a | rt_pulsating—
like circaits —in
men. Or_did fic_eve
could never be sure a

, Winnle Wit S

N THE EARLY 19205, when Winston Churchill had offended both his

own supporters and the political opposition, the late George Bernard
Shaw wrote him: *1 enclose two vouchers for the premidre of iy new
plav. for yoursell and a fricnd—if any.”

Back to the plavwricht prompily came the theater checks with this
note from “Winnie™: *1 regret T am unable 10 attend the premiére of
your new play. Please send tne two vouchers for the second performance

—if any.”

JUNE, 195§
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA— |
\ A . At long last Serbians—American and Canadian—hpve

‘ acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of Per-
J " bia's greatest sons.
For the world-wide Centennial celebration of DF.
esla’l birth next year, Serbs on this Continent
plan to erect a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand
before the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, Ill. -
Steps lopking towards that end were taken at the recent
SNFjcenvention following the reading of T by President
Miggadakovich from Hie Grace, Bish ARicolai. As the uni-
ersally-renowped churchman stated, erection “of ac suiteble| -
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs
. of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . ... And that he
. -was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX. clergy-
‘ man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika.
Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joi’nt!
one and representative of ALL the Serbian organizatiangyi
the United States and Canada® He naturally looked to the S\
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Bu
also besought the help of the Serbian Nat'l Defense and
Jedinstvo beneficial society.

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a %
hand collection

was taken among the. delegates- and
guests, kinsmen W_\jp‘\ of Joliet; 1L, giving
$200. It is probable

at the balance of the needed $3000,
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. -

And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr

. Xesla,

Bishop Nicolai suggesté imilar-like monument horé)r the

. memory of Dr. Miby#€Pupin, also a world-renowned scientist,
author and educator. -

This is a subject near and dear to a

Niko
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PITTSBURGH, PA. — The Serb
Nat'l Federation Executive Board
has acted quickly to implement a
Convention decision to honor the
me

esla.

At its first meeting of Octo-
ber 8. the Baarrd drafted a resolu-
tion calling on all SNF members
and good Serbians to help fi-

! pance a memorial project forr the
" late scientist-inventor genius.
This would stand beore the
. entrance of the Monastery in
Lihertyville, TAL

Cd&st of the contemplated project,
whick would clarion to the world
that r. Tesla was a Serbian. is
estimated at $3000. The Convention
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand
collection among 122 delegates
yielded several
more.

i  Kinsman
Joliet, 111,

Public Aid Sought

. Balance of the needed sum is now
being sought thru good-will offer-
ings of the general Serbian popu

Milos \Konjevich of
gave $204

ad{l.
fund, simllar to the one ‘be-
inft’ conducted to heln defray
mortgage experies on Shadehnd
“has been established.

INDEYED - 14

of the illustrious Dr. Nik-

undred dbollars,

lace in the United States and Can-’

" 1t #s hoped to raise the neces- '

sary monies und complete the
project in time for the world-
wide Centenma.! celebntlon for
“the genius next year.

+ Spearheading | t!;c movement for
recognition, especially apnoneg
Amecrican elements. is the FE_S_LA
SOCIETY. fou ded by sgientist
cngmecr Lcland nderson, b fanat-

“““ Dr. Nikola
Tesla.

Mr. Anderson right now is con-
ducting a search for a famous por-
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz-
jard done at the tura of the century
{in New York.

Seek Missing Portrait

In his c,urrenl TESLAIAN pub-
Jisation. Mr. Andgrson revealed the
work. by Princess Vilma Lwoff-
Parlzaghy. is missing. :

Reviewing developments,
' Andersoa wrote:

“On March 1, 1916, the Princess
gave a reception ir her new studio
in New York csveciallv to exhibit
her latest protrait of Nikola Tesla.
An article in the N¥W YORK
TIMES for March 2. 191€, ctated—

« It was one of the beliefs ¢
Mr. Tesla that there was some-
| thing unlucky about posing for 2
nicture and he never sat to anv

+ hef-yre he enlerci the stndio af
the Prince om whi~h she
t~d chosen dld not have 2 skv-

Mr.

Taie
3 -

[

e

ot CONTAINED

S F Opens Drive for Tesla Memorial at Lzbortyvdle— e i

00 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT

light in it and the much dedred
North exposure was missing.

.« +A{ the suggestion of Mr. Tesla,
1 cluster of powerful incandescents
was put up in the corner of the
ipartment and the rays, filtered
thru blue glass, were just the right
1uahty The portrait was shown
under the same illumination.

At Base for Sitting

« ‘Mr. Tesla, having solved the
oroblem of the artifical sun. fell to
thinking about other parts of the
universe, and there he sat oblivious
to his surroundings.

¢« “The painter was able to pr
duce 2 likeness in whick there i
no evidence that the subject wa‘ ,
conscious that anybody way !
watching him. much less study-
ine his features from the other
side of the easel.

« ‘Among those who attended the
recoption were Mrs. C. B. Alex-
ander. Henry P. Davison. the
Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs.
E. T. Isham." ™

After the Princess dled in 1923,
her studio and all objects of art,
was sold 7t huction. ’

The Telsa partrait, 53x4R
inches, appeared on the cover of

and in the FLFCTRICAL FX-

PFRIMENTER (Janunary -1839),

Mr. Andenson savs., ] .
Its locat:on is not now known.

AMERICAN SRBOERAN .

October 26, 1955

Pittsbu-gh, Pa,

- TR TR



For Statue Pledged

Cadiz, O.,Serb Gives $100
For Bust Image of Inventor

To Be Placed at Monastery

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of thg$3000 fund goal for a statue
morial of the late Dr. Nikola Tesla has been realized, the

“ In fact, total contributions counted so’far come to

m
. S?F announced today. T
"$1580.

o
Lzu The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai
E for Serbians to do honor for the® A
~o memory of the noted electrical  historians, writers, educators,
gb\ wizard during the world-wide scientists, etc., would not be
Q= Centennial celebration planned rhisled, Bishop Nicolai believes.
= c(;)) for the genius next year. Be that as it may, the SNF's
oS << !goal is to amass the nesded mon-
= In the wake of the plea, '~ " " . " d dedi
< S,) < voiced at the recen: 7th Con- l;ﬂ in time .o erect an icate
= S 3 vention at Niagara Falls, Can- the mer:nonal bef?re the Tesla
&= . ’ Centennial celebration ends.
S o o‘) ada, the delegates approved a
L T $1000 gift from the SNF and ‘ Donors and the ‘amounts of
[ R decided to ramise, by public their donations are as follows:
S "i_l grant, the balance of $2000. o\ p , $ 1000.00
. [' . A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich  200.00
= 122 grass-roots leaders of the So-, ** Todor Drazich - 50.00
ciet} raised another $450. Then,: = Petar Borovich - 25.00
at il first meeting October 5, the SNF Counsel N. Stone - 25.00
nevlly-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 20.00
the SNF appealed to the mem-. Maxim Jakovac 20.00
bership at large to fulfill the bal-i ** Ilija Janjanin ©20.00
,ance required. _ * Lou Balta 10.00
i S *  Jovan Vukcevich 10.00
}  First Contribution $100 “ Milan Kajganovich 10.00
A scant 24 hours after the ap- . © Stevan Rogulia 10.00
peal was published in the Society’s *  Bocdan Dragisich  5.00
- ., 1 4 “Srbobran” organ last Wednes-. *° Milan Tomich 5.00
A MUY 1% day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O., ™ Tedor Vuicich 5.00
gave $100. ’ . i " Dijuro Lukich 5.00
The proposed memorial, ‘a’ * G. Sfoisavljevich - 5.00
statue image, would be placed be-; - R. Vukadinovich 5.00
{fore the entrance of the St. Sava **  Janko Mrmich . 5.00
! Serbian Monastery in Libextyvi“e,! *  Petar Maravich 5.00
fm. - { * Mirko Baranin 5.00

T Y
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a, the delegates approved a
000 gift from the SNE. and l
cided to raise, V

int, the balance ¢ J000.

grass-roots leaders of the So-
L raised another $450. Then,!

first mecting October 5, tha SNF Coaneel N. Stonie
ly-elected Executive. Board of}De‘ega(e N. Stepinovich

'SNF appealed to the mem-.

ship at large to falfill the bal-:
e required. } l

First Conftribution $100

A\ scant 24 hours after tire ap-
\l was published in the Socicty’s
bobran™ organ last Wednes-,
s, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, o..:
e $100. ) . |
[he proposed memorial, a%
:ue image, would be placed be-;
e the entrance of the St. Sava;
‘bian Monastery in Libertyville,

“There ® would proclaim to
ns of thousands of Serbian
sitors annuslly that Nikola
es'a was cf Serbian immigrant
ock and son of a Serhian
cthodox clergvman,” Bishop
icolai declared.
For half a century and more,
. general American public has
sn misled anent the nationality
" the man who foretold thé com-
. of atomic energy power.
Only recently, a prominent
\merican magazine listed him,
rcorrectly, as
tock. The mistake was subse-
uentlv puhliclv corracted with
nologies by the publication.
But lacking an image reference,
th historical statistics, similar
-ors are likely in the future.

Old References Poor

The magazine publication, for
tance, explained it obtained its
‘erence material from an anti-
ated guide book.
Since the misleading matter
.re was never challenged bv
(bians and other interested
rties before, the mazazine logi-
lv assumed it was factual.
Erection cf a hust statue.
lan listine Dr. Tesla's date of
irth. birthnlace. narents, efe.,
-onld counter the old mide
nd make certain that futare

Prof.

of Crostian |

Donors

Todor Dragich -
«*  Petar Borovich .

Mazxim Jakovac

* Ilija Janjanin -~
* Lou Balta: .
**  Jovan Vukcevich

Milan Kajganovich

Stevan Rogulis
* Bosdan Dracisich
* Milan Tomich

** Todor Vuicich

*  Djuro Lukich

*  G. Stoisavljevich
** R. Vukadinovich
*  Tanko Mrmich .
*  Petar Maravich
*  Mirko Baranin
**  Stanko Jelich

. * *

(Edmonton, Alberta,

Can.)
Teta Andia Mamula

(Pittsburgh)

Martha Mamula Bjelosh

(Pittshureh)

Sime Zelich (Cadiz, O.)

d the 'amounts 'o&
public _their donat. .s are as follows: . °
: SNF - - - . $ 1000
+ hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich 200.00

1000.00

by, e -

3000 '
25.00"f -~
%00 ¢
2000 !
20.00
2000 .
10.00 - d
10.00
10.00
10.00

5.00

5.00

5.00-

5.00 .
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

~r

Anthonv Tomovich

10.00
5.00

10.00°
100.0”

Milinko™Alexich, war invalid

(Omaha, Nebr.)

Total $

1

!
v

¥

prosperity of their adopted America. .

We hope to report developments as soon as they take

plice, remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks:
“Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the
Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian
knights on the field of battle.”

-—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s best-known immi-
grant sons who contributed so greatly to the welfare and

S« umens  lui mn aaueame i ) ) ¢ NS
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:

Bilography of Nikoli Tesla; the book, entitled rodigal Geniug"
described quite a few of Tesla's experliments, most of which I tried
myself in the physics lab. I am interested in reviewing Tesla's
experlments in wireless electric power tranemission,

' During my eenior year at Georgetown Univereity_g read J,J.O'Niel's

Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 Jjust at the time he sUpposedly
had developed a system of wireless power transmission, Since World
War 1l was then in progress his papers were seized and sealed by the
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodused no

results, Therefore, I have two questions;
\

1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's scientiric papers?

2) If eo, are they available for public inspection?
If they were released, who has them?

I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me aloag these lines,
Tesla published very little of his findings; this, coupled with the
fact that wireless power 1s connected by most people with "Death Rays"
and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything

on the subject, ' \V

b7C
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RECORDED - 86 ,

. INFORMATION CONTAINED June 29, 1956

Z2EIN IS UNCLASSIFJED o
uATE_Zé__E_O,.B / S
Nl k;’)// T }g L :
Your letter dated June 28, 1956, has been receivod,
. and in response to your inquiry, I wosld like to advise that our .
: " files reflect that the éffects of Nikola Tesla wers taken into custody
after his death by tho Office of Auon Proporty nnd not by this Buroau
Since we did not participate in the handling of

Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the information
you requested. —

Sincerely yours,
John Edgar Hoover ‘ ,
Director
] COMM —FBI
NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal &xeacor-rect
JUN?2 91956 | spelling of Tesla's name as "Nikdja.' Bufiles reflect this type of;eﬂr hz
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answexring r

v Let3U s 0

g4
0v3y 030330y
T Rwm

MAILED 24
—J inquiries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr, Belmont’
 Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned the
" death of [fesla, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved

--\ v /ﬁ in this matter, and the opening of the safe contammg h15 effects was done

by zﬂwOfﬁce of Alien Property.
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STANNS D FOM™M "R, 64

O]ﬁﬁce Mem. J%m . UNITED (| -~ GOVERNMENT

0~ DIRECTOR, FBI patE: T/25/57
A T cQNTANED
P n CON
SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) | \,;‘TTQR\\I\P‘\‘(}%Q \
) ",-,";\S V-t e
NIKOLACEESLA (Deceased) Lot 3 g0

IS -YU -3 7{//

Street; New York
e ate Z of Yugoslav

2, New Yor
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily Yurnishes

}d' , & un
the New York office with jnformation he considers to
- be in the 4nterests of the gecurity of ¢ United
- o
'I

States Government, furnished Speclal Agent ,
NICHOLAS J .MASTROVICH the following information on ..

Jul 1l : : ——

v 3, 39T oA Mt S TDATTIEL |
ated that a certain woman named f;‘?ls

Mrs. MARG 3 RM who lives with her husband,

calonial Hotsl, 51 West B1st Street, New b7C

JOHN, at the ’ ial Hotsl

York 24, New Yoik, has been jasulng newsletters which

contaln armation pertaining to flying saucers

angurterplanetary Matberss ;o1 [ 7T T wews LETT
tated that in his opinion Mr. and ‘

Mrs. STORM xploiting the reputation and genius b7 l)

of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of b'7C/
his inventions in the United States. .

TESLA was born 4n Smiljan, Yugoslavia in
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894
and became & naturalized United States citizen., In
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two
jears later ne invented the resla motor and designedd//
a plan for the transmission of alternating current. “ .- )
In subsequent years, TESLA'S discoveriles and 1nvent1hhs¢' L{
inchded such fields and appliances 28 wireless. '~ - .
communication, elebmripaljoﬁqﬁikation, radiant power and
radio active matter. After 1900, communications o Las
and wireless power tranam;ss%on occupied, most of T v’ .
his research. ol © R ' ﬂr >

L o mbeat o \ 4€C
o b’ECL”‘.‘," 'wsg-x.u v Lo %
(- s () Gnce- 2V -Gy SE43 po=p22] "
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NY 65-12290 .

. TESLA's only military 1nvention was -a_ method
to which he once eluded but-newr fully described. ‘ -
This “invention was a means whereby an inpenetrable

"wall of force" can be erected around the United
States! borders which would render helpless any
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence
of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present
it to the (Geneva COnference but seldom referred to 1t

;afterward.

The "New York Times" dated 9/22 ‘
carried an article setting forth NI __LA'B plan for a
"Death Ray". This article iIncluded information to
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940,
advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM CE
that he Was ready to divulge to the United States
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which
he sald airplane motors would be melted at a distance
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of
defense would be built around the country against any
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how
large. ‘According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was
based on an entirely new prinEEple of Physics that
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from
the: xrinciple embodied in his inventions relatling to
the transmigsion d electrical power from-.a distance,
for which he received a number of basic patents.

TESLA stated that this new type of force would
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a
square c:géggimeter in diameter and could be _
.generated from a special plant that would cost no more
than two million dollars and would take only about three
months to castruct. TESLA stated that a dzen such 2
plants located at strategic points along the toast,
according to TESLA, would.be enough to defmnd the
United States against all possible aerial attacks.
TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber.
TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all

penetrating.
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NY 65-12290

PESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he

'makes one important stipulation before he would

divulge this secret to the United States Government
and that was that should the United Sta®s Government

decide to take up his offer, he would go to work at
‘once but that the United States Government would have

to trust him. TESLA stated that he would suffer - .
"no interference from experts.” - e a7

; ‘In this "New York Times" article Mr. LAWRENCE
commented that With conditions as they were in 1940,

and with the United States getting ready to spend _
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA's
great reputation as an inventor, who always was many :
years ahead of his time, should be given careful °

* consideration. Mr. LAWRENCE stted, in his opinion,

the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the
construction of his "teleforce" plant.

The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no
indication that any additional developments were
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan
to the United States Government. : -

TESLA died at the age of és on Januéry 7, 194

Mr.,provided a two page copy of the
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM
have been distributing in connection with the alleged
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad

Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine kmown as
the Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESIA in 1938

for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM-

claim that TESLA's engineers did not complete the v
Tesla Set until..after TESLA's death in 1943. Mr. asnd

‘Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed incopertion

in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers' have been
in close touch with space ships. etc.

-3 -

3.

b1D
b7C




NY 65-12290

The ﬁewslet'cer furnished by Mr. -1ncluded b'-l_b

- the follouing names: : .
.MARGAET STORM , o _ e
- JOBEN S ‘ ,
aso;a AN SSEL, Yucca vaney, Califomia A Y
D ' Ensaranads

GEonqﬁAme, London, Eng;l.and

The tiles of the New York Office contai
no pertinent information regarding any of th
above mentioned 1ndividuals. ﬂ AR |

- TWO photostatic copies of this newsletter
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of
information while one copy is being submltted to
the Los Angeles Officeifor information purposes.
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fr. J. Bagar Hoover L |NFOR MATION CS ITDAINED
L o ity OO

U

vear Sir: ‘ ot 72.3- s’b '.“/%9{92”‘//’%

I an hopeful that you can help me cbtain Ctrtalﬂdb‘rurmutiGﬁ;f’ﬁf

cn records and data, which belon&ea to Dr. Nikolea Tesla.
He was an Electricul bngineer enc prollllc inventor.” 7"

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and died in the
United Steates, New York City, Junuary 7th, 1943. He was &
naturclized citizen of tnis country.

~——.,

The only informetion I cculd find of nis reccrds was

& report thet the F.B.I. reuoved nis papers for exaiination,
and that the recoras were sealed by the custoaian of zlien
property.

I have Leen doing some theorztical resecrcin of my
own, waich I believe ucy bYe alony tre same lines he followed

in certzin of nis exneriments. I =lso believe tne develiopment

of nis icdeas wvwould be in tie interest of cur couatry reanroleas

of who cdevelopes thnem.

If it is a4t all nossicle for me to neve access to
at least scuwe of nis eAJcr* emtal acrx, I would certainly

~ppreciaets it. I zminot cble, by reason of the vzst finances,

wiich would be rejuired, tc conduct such experiments uyself,
so the cata ne made and collected vwould be invciuctle.

Of course, it is possible that his records do not
crntain materizl pertinent to his electronics work, tecuuse
frbm vhet I understand from reacing about him, he &ept most
of his reccrds in his hea¢ &nc vrste down. very little of his
aata.
It is also nossible that scuwe of nis iceas zre

impractical, but I fe&l sure that certain of nis ideus will
be of immsense value to our ccuntry vwithin the next severzl

cecaces cr even vpefore, if they are developec at a rapicé rate.

I would appreciate hearing from ycu on the,subject,
if you have any infoemetion pertalniné to it, which ycu coulo

make availahle to me. i - a9 ) ~ /5
A 7
&

ulncere“,

16 MAR 18 igse

ya

. ._/’
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 N . ‘lm” . ' Tolson

UNITED STATES GGVERNMENT : /J ,z g::':sronsl
Memorandum " 2
McGuire
t0  : MR. TROTTE U W\ Y Ihyp. PATE: 12-6-60 ;
‘ :\.\\.\ 4 : th.‘eslulhvun -
- }\ '.‘."."/?! Tele. Room
rrom Al K, BOWI%& ' "f/?; /SZ/%ZDO/'/C Wg‘;x— |
i o \3\ 14(?&/ 0/‘/];4 A i N - i
susjecr:  NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) 8y . -

INFORMATION CONCERNING

BostOn, Athusetts, telepnoned December D ang i

by switchboard because he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records

of deceased. aid he is making a research study for U. S. Air Force

on subject of geo cs. His deadline is ten dgys from now. Maid :

he just discovered a sentence in a book by John JO'Neill enti e

Prodigal Genius -- The Life of Nikola Tesla," whick states the FBI took ,
stody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in Npw York City in H

19%3. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and inventor in the

electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York (ity. re- i

quested immediate access to Tesla's scientific works which m light

on research study. I told we would have somebody from ,

our Boston Office contact him imm ely. = ’j))

Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con-

b7C, ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking

' custody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death appeared in O'Neill's o)
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Tesla's effects, but
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart-
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that Z
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's ,7
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispost=
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.)

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent

Melephoned again to furnish me the exact page in O'Neill's book in
ch he refers to the FBI. At that time I toldﬁ;he statement in the
0

1- Mr. Belmont

book was untrue -- that the FBI had not examin ken custody of Tesla's
papers. I suggestedt that he might contact Office of Alien Property.
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary.) /¢ 0 - 2 23 7 - /)
ACTION: | i & 350
3
For record. /) Q ) ?\@_ 105 OEC _
BEBLe 131960 Gy AT — e
PRV
Bu file 100-2237 ~"4 b :
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7 . wavne,
-1 = February 14, 1961

Federal Bureau of Investigation “* L INFORMATION CPMTAINED

Department of Information

Washington 25, D. C. “TRE 1S UNCLASSIFIED
bear Sir: :gi'Ezzé«_?Q_Bx@z;@é

I am a college student who is doing a research paper

. < .
on Nikola T%sla. As I was collecting the material for my

narer, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the
department of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers
that Tesla had ccllected from his research in the field of

electricity, This confiscation of %}s magpgéﬁ%vwaf stated
’ chied ’ N&i

in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J.J,/6‘Ne§1, published in 1944 at
New York city by Washburn Inc.

'
. — e

I have developed an interest in the discoveries and d’f
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the

shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have

1

any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per-
mitted to release, I will sincerly aporeciate your co-

operation in helping me give the proper recognition gé this
EC- 55 /¢0- oy 37- | = . —

gilow I have 1isted €

s FEB28 1961

EX.‘ « o ;ﬁ ——— ‘\(‘
1. Born in 1856 at 3miljan, érotia, now Yugoslavia dﬁé;
2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a hQ

short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.]J.
3. wied on Januvary 7, 1942 at New York city

great scientist and American.

facts that may be helpful to you;

Tharking you for your time and co-operation that I have€§$

taken, I remain,
oo

s T Yours

{

2R .
B 'C /!'44"
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Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr, Tesla's .., i ﬁ ,
offects, we are unable to supply the intnrmatxon yon desire.7 /’{ ul' ;/6‘

Febrnary23 961 -

.Your letter of Febmary 14, 1951 lin been ";. R

- received, and the mterest vhich prompted you to 'rite u B

e
. f Lt - :.‘s "i-‘fy El ‘_\0"‘_‘ .",.: L ':. Y P LT
- . - S e

In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla

. were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien

Property of the Department of Justice -aad nof by the FBL u&"

L NOTE "No record could be located in Bufiles, 1dentiﬁable with i i g
* correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr.” Tesla was a 9‘”
 world-famous electrical inventor, 'and at the tithe of hig death, allc
.of his personal papers and effects “y’ere believed jang@rous to\\t@e

l AlL ROC)M

WAILED 10 CoE siacorcly yonrs, o é{
FEB2 31961 | . L e oY
commFsi T 0 ;. ,‘ T g -“‘;‘.;:4;::-_?-4':;‘.1 ', Sy

| T ’thn Edgar Hoover

‘. Director -. -

ountry's security if they fell lntolauthorized hands. The
Y"prodigal Genius, " by Joho J YQIMail “alleges that t{x@ﬁi"Bl took
over a ¢értain safe and opemed it, appropriating his‘property. Q\) \,\1'*
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Propet‘ty of
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwaige in .
answer to related inquiries. _

/ : c .,"': .
RWE'jab/ o *} ; ._ ’I. ¢
i?ﬁ 5, 961 o
T LeTyPE it L]
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November <1, 1962

Federal Bureau of Iavestigation

Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:
I am nmaking a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the

life and works of Nikoléskesla. Mr. Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the

——

Hotel New Yorker. Since F.B.l. Operatives opened his safe and took his

vapers for examination, I wonder if these paners are availadble for perusal?
If tkey are availadle, wxhere would they be located, and are coples availadle
to the putlic?
I am a citizen of the United States, 2nd have dbeen cleared for security---
the latest oxne being for work onf}ir'Forcc Ccntracgi:fo;_Egstmhn;§9dgg;gqmpanyd
Thank you very much for any information or help ynu may be able to

give me in this matter!!

New York &2, N.Y.

N e - —————

cqeen

- namn
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{nformation you desire.
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" “Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla was one of the world's
" " outstanding scientists in the elec

- “hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius,' by John J.

Y

- November 27, 1862

5
B

My
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.

H00Y DNIGVIYL0, 3.

" Your letteT of November 21st has been received.

5 Inresponseto.yourtngﬂ:y,l_,ﬁ@uldnkotopomt
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after -
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate

in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, I am unable to supply the

Bincerely yours,

J. Edgar }-_lbover
John Edgar Hoover
"~ Director

'NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. -

B

trical field, and at the time of
1 papers and effects were believed
ecurity if they fell into unauthorized
O'Neil, alleges
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicate jhatit was the Office
of Alien Property of the Department which ¥id so, and the above reply
has been forwarded in answer to relhted inquiries. Dr. Tesla was
born in Yugosiavia and died in New York City 1-7-43.
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-his death, all of his persona
_dangerous to the country's s
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TRUE COPY

b1C

Scott AFB, Il.
10 March 1964.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Sirs,

For some time, have beeb wondering about the matter
of what was reported on the late Nikola“Tesla, the inventor. He died
during early January 1943, while in re51dence_at the Hotel New Yorker,
New York City. Accounts have it that his beléngings (papers, etc.) were
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything can be learned about this.

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything
relating to the question.

Sincerely,

o —’0”Q

\ '
- \"‘(n\?\“\p\-‘ ( QQ é

y{oXe: __,29\:3 /- ’q'

1o MAR 1V 1984




4}/ /o DD lt’{ March 18, 1964
"%

CONTAINED

. ‘ . v \ N AT‘ON
) ,,L.‘i(:g‘\\'\m(;\_ASS\F D |
, Nlinois - - :‘.;,‘%TE“}Z'\;-(A B

b1C | )
| = ] ¥
Your letter of March 10th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, I would like to point out
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death,
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's

effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire. <
S X
Sincerely yours, ~ : g
ae B Y
— L Edgar Roovar b~ s
MAILED 19 S o
John Edgar Hoover >
MAR 18 1964 Director S 4e
CQMM-FB! V

jNOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent,
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor,
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The
book, ' Prodigal Genius," by John J. O Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a

T -certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate
. P !‘ ' ~ that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whahdid so, and the
== above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. ‘

Tolson . }.
XX erme L v | J
—_— M L o v | \
- r o
>
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Sir,
ir “reg/a,

According to ""Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa'
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the

papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy?
Zip 62095

b1 O - .

o Loty = Prodlical Moive, 7. A4,
Tl Tl S OYail (o Looh) sont Y
W1 Tl aloud 1945y Ly Aii Az &2(--\4?

/
f/-/' a2/ !l}

§0496 N s JUN 23:1954
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June 22, 1964
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Your card of June 16th has been received.

194
WOy DNIOYIY-0,33Y
h9. Hd OE € 12 %Y

In response to.your inquiry,
that the effects of Dr. Nikold Tesla were |

by the Office of Alfen Property of the Dep
by the FBI. Since we did not participate
effects, I am unable to furnish the infor

I would like to point out
mpounded, after his death,
artment of Justice and not

in the handling of Dr., Tesla's
mation you desire.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

The book, "Prodigal Genius
a certain safe and o
indicate that it was

the Office of Alien Pr
and the above reply

is forwarded in answ
SAW:uiy (3)

il, alleges that the FBI took ove:;
pened it, appropriating his
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QREGON STATL JNIVERS'TY " CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE Reply to:

- March 28, 1967

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Department of Information

U IMFORMATION CONTAINED

9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven,'N.W. it T oQ!
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 . | IS UNCLA . F
;.}hTE_.Z_____—' -£¢ B

Dear Sirs:

I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola~Tesla, a naturalized American of
Serbian extraction, and he died in his hotel room in New York City on
January 8, 1943.

During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly
invented a '"Death Ray' which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr.
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might
actually have been some crude type of laser.

In Tesla's biography, '"Prodigal Genius'", by John J. O'Neill, the author

states on page 277: I
"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel ‘ Aﬁ;

room shortly after his death and opened the safe
in his room. They took the papers that it con-
tained in order to examine them for a reported
secret invention of possible use in the war..."

I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and’have
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre-

iated. 292 7
ciate /00~ 23227 - /. -
/f QFC &g’ Sincerel




April 3, 1967

! c' &g H Yool
$& /007X IT-
2
g TAINED
i |
(L INFORMATION COMTARER:
b1C ¥ EREN 1S UHCLASSIF Z
partment exe e 7.-00 BYLR
"Oregon State University DATE. -
Corvallis, Oregon~973%1
pic - o >
Your letter of March 28th has been received.
" In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the
FBL Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,
1. €dgar Hoover
, -
John Edgar Hoover T
Director \// 72
3
- %

J */ correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a jg,\\(\}\
‘ world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, w ‘
all of his personal pagers and effects were believed dangerous to
the country's security, if they, fell into unauthorized hands, .. The
book, "Prodigal Genids," by John J. O'Neil, a_ques' thdt the FBI
took over a cergin safe and opened it, approprl,_ti:ng his praperty.
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Officg &f+Alien Praperty of
the Department which did so, and the aboveYteply is forwarded in
S answer to related inquiries. g, N .
L {1 ED:e 3 ¢
e D "??/E/)

5_4__:_A_P R p.t‘;.lz.‘aolgghrsl_swpa war L] &;V:/ l;:\‘ \ f}\-/

o~ NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with o
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PIEARMATIZ ST HeblERS, 1969
E:E:-.ilii\: lb Un‘C! 'A":mr D
Dear Mr. Hoover, DATE 2 3. gy BT: //_‘42 gg . éZé

In the year 1943 the F. B.1. confiscated all of the papers
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikold"Tesla. These
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord-
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines.

I have studied all of the material on this man and have
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Bram" of his time,
Thomas Edison.

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara ;
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of
Alternating Current when men like Edison said it would never work. " / _

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret' classification they now have
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can
gain knowledge from them.

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried.

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time.

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way

to advance in science faster. G £77/ 5 ‘1&
@:‘ . - -
A A I hope something can be done to get these papers releaseq.
r" B ' S LYy e
3w
3 Thank You, o g e
reT . 4 J/Co~ =227
/l 4 ;I’?. oy
Yo ad b1C : ,}"'
';3&\_ /

, Indiana ~46928 *"‘J
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March 4, 1969

yz
 Jo-2x27- 17
g -+ rroReAATION CONTAINED
ZIEIN IS UNCL rb SIFl 27
Fairmount, Indiana 46028 DATE Z=3-£¢-

L1C

v
5

Your letter of February 25th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable
to furnish the information you desire. @:pggpyf of your commaunic¢ation
has been referred to the Department of Justice.
Sincerely yours,

MAILED 10 1. Edgar Hoover
MAR 4 - 1963
: Q"?D

COMM-FBI

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were

% .-’)Z believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor -
".;\\Q’n( ized hands. The book, ''Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges

. that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his

4 property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant
Attorgpey General, Civil D1v1s of the Department.
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~incoln Park,
April 8, 1970

«J. 07035

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Director of Central Records
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: NiKota

I am doing a reseafch paper on Nickola Tesla and would
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the
following information.

That information being why did your Bureau impound his
personal effects immediately after his death on
January 7, 1943. Secondly, could you provide a 1list
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released
and to whom were they given.

Thanking you for the information

b7C

/Og12137‘ﬁg

~ APR 1E BTG

~—

REC X7




Aprﬂ14 1970
i

v

S UTFOR? ’lATION CONTAINED
F= TN IS UNCLASSIFI
PATEZF-42 B

o
o
In reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects

of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the

Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by

the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.

A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart-
ment of Justice. for any help it may be able to offer.

Sincerely yours,

T Edgar Hoover’
a .
MAILED 9 , John Edgar Hoover
APR 141970 Director A
ﬁ /4 COMM-FBI % .
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with corresponden..

| Tolson
DelLoach

Walters
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callghan
Conrad
Felt
Gale

Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Hesla was a world-famous electrical
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
into unauthorized hands. The book, ""Prodigal Genius, ** by John J.
O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
Gale - appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the
Sulliven iee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above
o

|

|

Soyars is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred
;ZLS%PR stant Attorne ney General, Ciy, Jl Division of the Department

Gandy MAIL ~OO' TELETYPE UNIT N

MHB:cfj (3) 4, 4" LT
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1 pennaaTint CONTAINED

- ,V“igsp}czr’Qﬁqéj 1sta OOy Calif.
SRR PE S R . July 8, 1970. . 7.
e 7540 DN
;s\\tZ/’/

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, -
Washington D. C. v

Dear Sir, MR L tes/«

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil-
trated with foreign agents, aud there is a very good chance this could be of extreme
importance for the defense of our nation.

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the
neighborhood where Mr, Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. ‘He told ae
of Mr. Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and

could be found.

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math

to keep up with his work.

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes
read by this man told of the radic transmission of electricity being brought to a

high degree of effiency. _
|

Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my

High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, 1 made a

currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that nime

that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tais

article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that

if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border

of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a vertical

plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass

as it would shatter or lose itts monecular coohesion. It was refused.

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What g
a defence, and boy do we need it. Ex-uz‘ REC'3 SO - 7 j ? \

I have had some results along this line with structured vortices of mag-
netic fields, but do not have the technic,l equipment or knowledge to carry out
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with partittT=accelerat.-
jon, and it works to the best of my knowledge. o

L = s amee
[ R ,‘:J ;3/

Sincerely




July 15, 1970

REC3 /00 —2237 - |

Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest
l which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impownded, after
his death, zl;y the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
\ an:l the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong-
| lngEIIn aaaition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of
the:.; ederaI; jGovernment and matters such as you mentioned do not
eon: within'the scope of this Bureau's authorltly.
3

Sincerely yours,

Edgar Hoover
. ’/ﬂﬂ% i
) {\J ™ 5T

R

MAKED 9
JUL 15 1970
COMM-FBI

- Johm Edgar Hoover
" Director

A ""”"SNOTE. no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237
Tolson ——— reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and,
Walters ——— at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
Bishop — — believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized
Cevr ——  ponds. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department

S — ,,;-'___ap(propriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used -
=7 kg angyger related inquiries. : _

Gele

Rosen 7 36
Sulliva ;
l:i:fsm___- UL?L%E’:?cnb &)
Tele. Room g’ "w‘bs._. ?

Holrmes
Gandy
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NABNASSET, MASS
01861
6 DECEMBER 1971
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.Ce.
Dear Sir:

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all
matters pertaining to Nikolp'l‘esla. In so doing I was amagzed to find
that upon his death; Jamuary 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined
his paperse May I ask if you still "have them in jail", I am extremely
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla"
1ibrarye. Your assistance would be greatly sppreciated.

Very truly yours,

amenme

—— -

NABNASSET, MASS

L1C

01861 dg-2237- 70
|
|

16 DEC 1519




December 14, 1971

002237 7 90 1 INFORMATIOH CONTAINED

ge B HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,
J DATEZ-3-€9 B
B0 &7 |

; Fassac tts 01861°
Wlb _ ‘

p
Your letter of December 6th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and
not by the FBI. We dicé not participate in the handling
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your

corrunication and my reply have been referred to the
_Department of Justice. '

Sincerely yours,

) J. Edgar Hoover
) ' iy
K " 5

. . i
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesl
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "prodigal
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro-
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department.

{44

.= b . ’ )
Tolson MLN.J"am. (4) /{ “:#f I.‘/ -
Felt Al . s fRET L
Ros , it
e — ; wd AL .
Bishop o i Vo RN R
siller. E.S. — MAILED 8 V SN
Callahan . . Y
Casper - ) ’ : ) ’ : ‘77'- L
Conrsad
Dalbey .
(‘le\:land — ";_n',-n FBl A
Ponder —— 4 7 . . ’\i\ .
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T:\:“; )h‘ : / / : /‘ \{/‘/\Sl/k‘
s BB OEC2 11971 177 s
Tele. Room .9 C A N ;\.“ e
Holmes o s . R
n:n':f- e MAIL ROOM( ] TELERYPE UNIT__1



Federal Bureau Of Investigation
Ninth Strezt and Pennsylvania
Northeast wWashington D, C. 20535

Dear Sirs,

Upon rea ding a bilography on leolg:%;sla, I found the urge to
read more c¢n hin and his works. At the end of the book it was
stated that the F.,B.I. went to his hotel room gatheréd up his
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it would be
possible to see some of these records and any other works of

his.

I can think of only one possible reason at to cause of his
records being locked up andi that is because he was too far
advanced for his time. This s-ems to be the only logical
solution, but, with technolo:y much more advanced now than in
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where

he left off.

Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can
please answer my question of the real reason his records were

locked up.
Thank You
i . 1

1 e TARED

nt e \'\N‘\ 2 T\T
B \"‘\r\\é \)\\XJ_;Bg\ \ ") 67‘
r; i\ g ‘11
DP\TEM ?
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October 31, 1972

~t FORMATION CONTAINED

CETENIS UiCLAS y) .
DATE_2.3 -¢2 BY W

| &

Your letter was received on October 26th.

In response to your ingquiry, the effects of Dr. Kikola
Tesla were impounded, after his decath, by the Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since
we dié not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings,
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward-
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the
Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
L, Patrick Gray I11

L. Patrick Gray, III

o - MAHEDB Acting Director
| 0CT311972 \

L

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the tifie 0fjhi% death, all of his personal, papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into
unauthd¥ized hands. *The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil,

Felt
Baker.
Bates
Bishop
Callahan

Cleeland . @lleges E%étgkhg FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,

Conrad appropriating hléfgf perty. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
Puwy —— the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the
Macshall above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of
plerB3 — Jetter referred to Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of

Soy ars
Walters
Tele. Room

-

\Ir. Kinley . : g v lo} -”/M .
Lo TN / 4{; 0\@

the Department.
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AL
L
! ¢ Yore _ April '11, 1973
/ A2 3 7 /-?Q

*1 | [NFORMATION CONTAINED
CEREINS UNCLASSIFIE |
| DATE 7-3-42 B
. ¥
Your letter was recetved on April ch:\

, In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL. Since we did not
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your communication and
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
e e ITL

L. Patrick Gray, Il
Acting Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (/Bufile 100-2237 reflects

that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his

death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the

country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, ''Prodigal

Genius, " by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and

opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the
M. Felt Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply
" emem——  is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter referred to the

% Clevdand — A ggistant Attorney General, Civil Division ¢f the Department.)

Mr. Gebhardt

Mr. Jenkins ~ T N3 v ",‘

Mr. Marshal) cam:cmc (4) SO _— ¥t “ NI bu dae

Mr. Miller, E.S. : I i ol :

A, Soyars e i . J

Mr. Thompson ' L ¢ i ‘(n

Mr. Walters : - \

Tele. Room ; !

Mr. Kioley # | .

Mr. Bowers _ 3 f iy - e \
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June 2C, 1373

federal Bureau of Investigation mmt AntTALMED
Department of Justice ceman AT TANE

Washingston, D. C. . 75&u21§{“iCLAS§ﬁ1ED
DATE_Z3-# B %%ZM

Gentleren:

I would like to knoq:}f any microfilm or other

recroductions of Jlikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at
vour office. Tesla was a famous scientist who died in

iew York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers
were offered to any group that would start a museum to
house them. HNo one accested and the pzapers were finally
sent to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime
in the e-rly 1950's, possibly J:st before 1954. Tesla was
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase syster, as
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major
sioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many

of the earl: grinciples of radar. He declined nonmination
of a Nobel Prize. He was a naturali,ed citizen of America
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his
awards and possessions. Despite thils, all his papers were
sent to another nation.

I would like to exacine some of his papers from 1829 and .
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only kq
seenn a condesnsed copy of hils research from Colorado AN
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles L@s-

and eguipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still L,

useful in my research.
I would greatly appreciate help in this matter.

REC-2

- -t -

s ——
- i
/

b1C

PO

P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after ats —

the papers were removed from his safe. The original

coples of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as

I believe it was in that yvear the Yugoslavs founded the

Tesla Museum (not to be confused Wwith the Tesla Institute).  ~ ' c%
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June 27, 1973

N

Your letter wag received on June 25th.

In response to

Office of Alien Property of

your inquiry, the effects of
Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, Ly the

tiie Department of Justice and

not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the

handling of pr.
the information you desire.
arnd of this reply have been
of Justice.

] Sinc

.f:’ i
e
OTE:/
-15-66 !
roject Blue Book and UFCsayg
hat Dr. Tesla was a

Bufiles indicate one

were believegd dangerous
into unauthorized hands.

e — and opened it, appropriating
o~ indicate that

e — Department that did so,

ml_—  answer to related inquirjes.
8%~ Assistant Attorney General,

wen __ “MN:Cmc (4)

I= e

P . S

S H
= 1111973

*—— MAILROOM[Z]  TELETYPE UNIT [ )

= 84y

—_—

The book,
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI

it was the Office of Alien Property of
and the above

Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish

2 copy of your cormunication
referred to the Cepartment

erely yours,

& WilliamD. Ruckelshaus

William D, Ruckelshaus |,
Acting Director

letter to correspondent dated

in reply to his inquiry regarding the Air Force's

htings'.ysufile 100-2237 reflects

world-famous electrical] inventor, ang
at the time of his death, all of his

"Prodigal Genius," by
took over a certain safe
his property. Bufiles clearly

reply is forwarded in

Copy of letter referred to the

Civil Division of the Department. )
. A

vy




Y(nifed f'f)fcffes SBenate

June 26, 1973 )

Respectfully referred to:

Congressional Liaison
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Departmen
washington, D.

o
‘;\
|
|
\

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,

your consideration of the attached is

Your findings and views,
along with return of the

requested. in

duplicate form,

enclosure, will be appreciated by

-

SengzngﬁaifPackwood

5
2
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_upa. WOs

“Klaskay " 987Lo

20 Jun: 1973

Bear Senator Packwood,

K

Thoush in Alaska temporarily wo*v-ng o a m)’mtary contraei, I still consider myself

a::;h%ggo resident, hence it is io you ,qu Loamita, /
il POy u
l

ring pfr days at Reed College, I b ame interested in a fa seinating Canch physicist,
colai~Tesla, Proffessor Tesla emr~~*a~“d n; this country in tie ud“nug”u, I
1eve, znd did soms of his most originel “iéte. Tesla had a naculZar hend of mlnd,
in his younger days he was often called ¢ Tad so 1«u'ist, and Gid not pubiish
extonsively when he came *o *Hn US, Most of the cxtant rlnars material is in
untranslated Czech, Tesla wa anaver, an cxbersive notos ‘:}vr 1k Shoupht 14
airange that upon his daath, nouc of nis notes fro irls Anerican noviod evpr
aneared, Jpon discussing this with o friend, T wa: inforned that all of . Tesla's

D
Ni

mtzs were eonfiscated by the FRI, I canrait zoncaiv: how these noles on phivsics

eni eleciricity can in oy way nﬁuahger tha national safetr, It seems that Mr,

inover in nhis zeal, Lad confiscated materia) whose only sin wes a "aiic a2l appreach

v science, There is irdicavion that mice’: ¢f “wrolessor Tesla's later worlk conceraecd

s very rovel aprroach to tire theory. hHecedlsss to say, it hac been radical approaches
o :hysics u“at have ceen our greatest scicatific adrances ir medern times,

viz, Einsiein, Heisenherg, et a‘

I was wendering if your office mizht be zhle to determine if these papers are
5t111 extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to themy It would
te a shame to see all of Nicolai. Teslas work to have besn in vain,

il

3 f vords I typed trying to get a
evriter.

e axcuse my typirg., in all the thousa
1liberal eoducation, I nevar dld master tne

&l
4 o
LY

IENCLOSURE
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Mr. Felt
\r, Baker
Mr. Callahan ——
Mr. Cleveland —

Mr. Conrad
Mr. Gebhardt
Mr. Jenkins o ——
Mr. Marshall
sy Miller. ES. —
\fr. Soyars
A\fr. Thompson —
Mr. Walters ———
Tele. Room
Mr. Baise
Ar. Bames ———
\Mr. Bowers

Mr. Mintz

. Eardley ——

\rs. Hogan ) /
r

July 5, 1973

gT-105
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1097 - ’ L\NFORN\M‘ON CONTAINED

Honorable Bob ~:, packwood N‘p U‘ C,\_I\QS\HED
United States Senate PERE 20 B
Wzshington, D. C. 20510 DA]E,5§J&>”’

Dear Senator faékvbﬁaz ;
to acknowledge receipt of your communication

[o) ng a letter frow your constituent,
who is temporarily employed in Alaska.

This izf
dated ne n

In response m%.@“inquiry, central files
~7 the Felerzl Bureau of Investligation {ndicate that the

effects of 2r. :#ikola_Tesla werc impounded after his death
by the DNffice of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
and not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish
the inforration you desire.

I am returning your enclosure as you requested.

8incerely yours,

e m—
-

william D. Ruckelshaus

¢ william D. Ruckelshaus
Acting Director

Fnclosure

1 - portland - Entlosures (2)

1 - Congressionaf services Office - Enclosures (2)
NOTE: Bufiles_xk i cordial correspondence with Senator b-zc,
Packwood. -Mr. is not identifiable in Bufiles
Bufile 100-223 =3 Qu: < csla was a world-famous

electrical /inven{or, and at the time of his death, all of his

personal and effects were pelieved dangerous to the countr
security Y§ ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodid
Genius," bWy Jokn J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce

safe and opéned it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl

_ indigate hat_it was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar’
v BN 1073

nd the above reply is forwarded in.ansver to re¢
inguirieso % _ ™. o
RRA bR )" TELETYPE UNIT (] Y J .4-‘-‘:\&" A
,-aé':;‘ : NASS § {_x.:.‘a,
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‘ Washingten,D.C.
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Assoc. Die.
Asst. Die:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Files & Com. ___

Gen. Inv.

ident.

Inspection

Intell.

Leoborotory
Plon. & Evol. __
Spec. Inv.

Training

Legot Coun.

Cong. Serv,
Corr. & Cem.

Research
Press Off.

Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'y __

July 19, 1973

~

et p IO COTAINED
\‘l ‘\Ic ‘\,‘ .“A ! L '

b

5 UNCUSSS\F D
e =38

ichardson, Texas

£X-100

Dear v

W
Your letter was received on July lsth. In

response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla

were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien

Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI.
€ Sy . ,
Since we aid sat participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's

belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you

desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have

been referred to the Department of Justice.

TiLiD 4 Sincerely yours,
P97 C. M. Kelley,
£91373 e
L tE Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating hif property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
the Office of Allien Property of the Department which did so, and

the above r y|is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy
of letter re ed to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division
of the Depar

]kb:cmF ( .‘)f\\ O !’
IV : d !
. | ] )
£y \

A

MAIL ROOM [ TELETYPE UNIT ]




Clarence M, Kelley

Director -
- Federal Bureau of Invthigation T T R
Washington D.C. 20535 ‘ L T ,“ I Ff) MAT!O!\] CO'\]TAINED
Dear Mr. Kell e T R Do IS UNCLASSIFIED )
ear Mr. Kelley, ) : UATE 7, /@ BY

‘ply the FBL had impounded his effects. as I was"a'are"
’_‘0 A P. general part in the'affair'sThe fact remains that te
“~the best of my knewledge. it WAS agents of the FBI,fh ‘did~in’

;. 'fact break into his safe enly hours after his death; andadid

remove the papera therein.‘Now. in eo far as the Bureau was

connected. I wish to underetand that extent. I do apprecia
your refering my communication to the appropriate persons‘in

:the Justice Department. but perhaps you ceuld see that the

;757f% *jabove mentioned connection ef the Bureau ceuld be further look'

Also. to what peraen were the perleined papers delivered? Names~,b‘?,’

of the agents involved weuld be appreciated. As to what haPPGnedigjf,

to any other effects of his. that is prebabl&ﬂS’question mere ably : C;
. REC 63 /0 — 2-2-3 7 — -
answered by the O.A. P.. yet if Bureau agents participatedxan ««««««

they may have dene so on other eccasione. If the persongywheﬂdgd1gn
epen the safe were NOT FBI agents, then we are faced Wﬁthxﬁhe=£?Qn=m.

that persons aparently pesed as Bureau operatives, an even more
ﬁywwp interesting situation. Pebhaps this whets your own curiesity ab €
Jaeh 273 coam—.ei EOMDENCE

;degyﬁvead/ . & /




this affair. c \ﬁgh on the urfgge_
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Assoc. Dir.
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst. .
Files & Com. ___
Gen. lnv.
Ident.

Inspection

Intell.

Laboratory
Plon. & Eval. __

Legal Coun.

Cong. Serv. _
col'. & c"ﬂ.
Research

Press Off.
Telephone Rm. ___

Director Sec'y ___
-

!\_ - :';

\
v\ !

§

.i'.
MAIL

1t
SO |

R

41 [MEORMATION CONTAINED
LerE 1S UNCLASSIF .
DATE 2-.3-80 Bxﬁ/@;«%

o o

Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property.

I realize there have been some written accounts
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso-
lately not responsible and there was no impersonation involved.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects

of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of :
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions :!
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects , the

Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter.

£:ncr (3) \) o
. /:{,‘\.f..-\/ . e
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June 9, 1975

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington D.C. 20535

Sirs:

We recently contacted the San Francisco ¥31
office and a review of their files revea1e32i~ T
information concerning the scientist Nikol&~tesla —
l or his papers which we understand to have L=zen
impounded.

If you could make 2 thorouah investigation-— "
of all files and materials available to you, we
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of
any information that might be discovered.

Thank you,

.....

Cﬁyﬁ P“vao

| l\"\(y\'\ "‘0
L0 e 7
f""“\”\\S\s\\mg\(W -MC’ |
) o
7

JOG - A5 T RS, 7
) }

WD,
e
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Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD Inv, ___

Asst. Dir.:

Admin,
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Alfgirs

Gen. Inv.
ident.

Inspection

intell.

Loboratory
Plan. & Evol. _
Spec. Inv.

‘~ing

un,

Rm.

’
Files & Com. __/_; / 4

July 7, 1975

11 e ATION CO"TTAINED
oo 1 UNCLASSIE:

DATELQ‘/@’B

This will acknowledge your letter of June Sth.

In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Mikola Tesla were . after his dsath, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

L. m. Kelley,

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

<3—Fhe—Peputy-Attorney-Ceneral—Enelosures
-Attentiont+—Susan—M—Hauser—

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons.
Since Tesla!s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers.

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters.

2

dobricgg.- (4)

. MALED 7 C
EOJULT 1575
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WA .
" Kensington, Md. 20795

13 November 1975

Mr. Clarence Kelley

AQ’ . nn. N X
gige;tor f? f;FQQ 4713.!CQD!LAL;E
° . L) TR Sevy g~ el ] ~ [
ST fDiLcCLﬁ\Q“1ED_

Washington, D.C. 20535 Tl A
H:MBY%%
Dear Mr, Kelley: :

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your office:

I restate that I was not asking about the existence or
. non-existence of any investigative information e

¢ . _Tesls, but on his technical papers seized on his death
in 1943 ang reported in the papers of that time,

The reason given in the reply frem your offiee, the
second paragraph, as to why I eannot get any inform-
ation on Tesla's Papers makes ne sense in itaelf or

in reply to my inquiry. The thied pParagraph stating
the conditions under which & search will be made

is a clear bureaucratie eircumvention of the Freedom

of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the
individual handling my request ror:ﬁoing any work be-
yond the drafting of g letter. will 1t be the decision
of your office to let the situation stand like this?

A8 I stated in my first letter, I ap fcllowing up the ,
Tesla data for a magazine article., I ap tempted to have &
your reply of the 16th orinted and run nationally as y;
&n example of how bureaucratic manoeuring is used to {
get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this

type of publicity?

It 1s dieheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold
the law using its resources to mock the law.
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é?%ﬁS?fQj:\ Novenmber 26, 1975
Voo =00 pT

“*1 |FORMATION CONTAINED
“TTER IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE_Z-3-2¢ B

l This will acknowledge recei t of your letter
to the Bureau on Novenber l‘thnub P

In response to Your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, afteé his death, by
the 2ffice of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley

T Clarence M. Kelley
2 Director

1l - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure
Attention: Susan M. Hauser

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time

Assoc. Dir. ____

Ow-4DMdm. . Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the
Oer- AD I — Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the

Asst. Dir.: . . . . .
“'...;... disposition of his technical papers. The above
come- . — reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
Ext. Affoirs ___

oo g?-;gj (5)
fdenr. ""'ﬁ?).l .
fnspection ____ ' :\

Intell. _
Loberotory
Plon. & Eval. _
Spec. Iny. ) L

Training

A
Lego! Coun. _____ :
Telephone Rm.. f“‘«

D@ﬁ:ﬁq@%%fchj TumwmwnC?“ZZjv;~

- . . . T T T e
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t . .

R .

'y d . Pl -
. . . ! ACTION
"+ " "ROUTING AND TRANWTAL sLIP
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Alan McCreight CATE CooRDINATION
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7 nTias | Fice I:
|
OATE INFORMATION
3 INITIALS :g:\fu:"o ‘
OATE PER CON
VERSATION
2 INITIALS SEE mE
DATE SIGNATURE
REMARKS
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Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of a
disapprovals, clearances, and si

pprovals, concurrences,

milar actions

FROM (Name, office symbof or location) oATE
10/21/75
Susan M. Hauser
PHONE
2145

OPTIONAL FORM 41 €48—16—81804-1  552-103 @m0 5041-100
AUGUST 1967
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R RRsaw.



Kr1C

Kensington, Md. 20795

17 October 1975

Freedom of Information Act Recuest

:; t?‘ (g
— ~ T
Ld - 2
:—:22 {."'.‘
Deputy Attorney General o o
U.S. Depsrtment of Justice ey
Washington, D.C. 20535 Z £
o) -
>

Gentlemen:

I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth
century inventor cnd want to obtain information on some

pPapers of Nikola that were seized by the FBI on his
death in 1943, . g7

Tesla invented a number of eled rical-aévices and because
of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national,
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety

to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on
national security.

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers;
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them;

3) if they do not have the pPapers, who does have them or what
happened to them? .
002237 - 2§

I would be very grateful for your help With thls.

by LI
o { Since
\/\JQ/‘V ) T
o=
‘Qﬁil ’L.»//

-+ FOR™*ATION CONTAINED N
| 774 1S UCLASSIFIED s
DAT: 7-3-52 BY \"
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b1C

SHETTIEORMATION CONTAINED

5111 1S UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 2250 _BY.A% Qo fo-

, n-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI
by the Department of Justice on October 22nd, o

In response to your request for files pertaining
to Nikola Tesla, Please be advised that in order to preserve
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the FEI to maintain
——— the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have

b.——-

% w such information in our files.

Y

L 2 a If you can provide notarized authorizaticn-from

= fi. ) Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any

5 - ¢ information our files may contain concerning him, we shall

I thereafter gearch our files and advise You accordingly.
;, Since we have not conducted a search of our files,
@\ Please do not infer that we do or do not have the information

you requested.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley [y

Assoc. Dir Clarence M. Kelley
Dep. AD Adm. _ Ditector

Dep. AD inv. __
Asst. Dir.: .
Admin. -

——— 1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure

Comp. Syst. ___
Ext. Affairs Attention: Susan M. Hauser
Files & Com, __

Gen. Inv.

Ident. ‘ . b f/vaﬂ (5) . B
Inspection _____ ‘ff,‘ ! “ r/‘

intell.

Loboratory
Plan. & Evel. _
Spec. lnv.

Troining .

Legol Coun.

Telephone Rm. __

Da;.u:: Sec’y . MAIL ROOM /T LE,TYPE UNIT[ ] ' // J : GPO : 1375 O - 569-920
62DEC301975 "7 26% o A
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Raynham=:
April 20, 197¢

Mr. Clarence Kelly

Director

F.B.I. aMATION CO‘\ITA‘NED
' ".'f_""“l 10 DY .
LT 2302

Dear Mr. Kelly:

Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of
American microfilm records of Nikola esla's unpublished diary
(now in the Belgrade Mmuseum, arranged by month per folder).

Particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary
access to the entire collection,

Two photos of each Page exist, Ve

N,
After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and ogg performed '
4 cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my \\__::>
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla

Wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as

According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary,
which numbers 500 pPages, 20 that directly pertain to ball
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction,
(We copied the most significant Portions, but feel more exist%§7<:;/
oy L

L havespen associald]]A  RECS2, - - Q?F,i, S
avelbe L 2gs0ciatddydy ~__,_y3£%1'ec‘t,, Lesla.for: our~y ave?

’éast”jgﬁsfgted an article ¥&¢ Ty magazine, EDN (an electrical
engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipg__““
of an unpublished manuscript from John jJ, 0'Neill's book
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did 1 Place credence op Tesla's later claim sy q e

to military applications. Incidentally, some of 0'Neill's MaAl e FfL
descgiptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have excggggg,,m,«,ffnem“.

Teslg! Sults and are familiar with the experiments. At any P
rate, tHere Are three possible military applications f,ﬁ¥='3>_
: <o ,e% . A
FX;’-"' 7
A Yo . -’%\: »i‘.
S /t //,/\__/./.‘ .. («,:‘.a



First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed

his equipment) could be used to des ircraft. I have r1(:'
talked to AF personnel --such asﬁengineerwaﬁ . b )
Micro Networks, who saw one inside in flight--and !
found AF personnel fear these '"rf balls,'" as they call them.

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball 1ightnihg, if
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. )

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--the propulsion
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction,

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may

exist,

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla,
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and
Studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous

and involved techniques similar to Project Sanguine, that
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguidi_is b_l C_

¥

aware of our research).

~ —

hC

P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures,
I am notifying the C.I.A.

Enclosures: 2
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Fusion energy: will experimé'n;t;s
in ball lightning provide the key?

Paul Snigier, Associate Editor

In the vast and empty hangar
where the first atomic bomb was
assembled, a man-made light-
ning storm is now being un-
lcashed. The voltages of these
lightning bolts—20 million
volts—are the highest discharge
vollages ever produced by man.

Project Tesfa, headed by
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert
W. Bass, is an attempt to
artificially duplicate one of
rature’s rarest and most terrify-
ing phenomena—ball lightning.
The experiments are based upon
the unpublished notes of Nikola
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his
Colorado Springs laboratory,
used a secret magnitving trans-
mitter to produce 1.5-in. light-
ning balls that floated for 30 sec.

The encrgy surplus

Many physicists, including the
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found-
c¢r of the U.S. fusion program,
believe that the tighining ball
holds the key to a fantastic,

cheap and endless energy
source—fusion power, or the
energy source used by the stars
and sun. The fuel is deuterium,
or hcavy water, that can be
inexpensively extracted from
ocean water to provide mankind

3
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Highest vollage continuously oscillating
damped-wave lightning generator (ever
produced by mankind) creates a
current of 1100A a1 12.5 MV! Subsequent
improvements raised this to a peak
current of 22007 at 20 MV. Further
improvements could conceivably pro-
duce bolts that exceed natural lightning
(100 AfV)!
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with milions of years of © oy,
“Unfortunately, prog. .. in
“fusion rescarch, which has
centered on magnetic confine-
ment and laser implosions, has
been frustratingly slow and full
of unpleasant surprises; and
scientists warn that success
could be as far off as four
decades! Bul if these promising
experiments under way >t Wen-
dover, UT, are successfus,  ..ow
-nexpected confinement
technique . could unleash this
energy source.

In search of nature’s secrets...

Ball lightning, a glowing
sphere of red, orange or vellnw
plasma, often materializes dur-
ing lightning storms and floats
about, often against a strong
wind. The ball may bounce
along the floor and, on occa-
sion, the sphere will “slip”
through glass without breaking
it. (The author recently investi-
gated one such case in a
hospital, in which the lights
were damagc&i.) At times it
materializes inside or even
outside aircraft in flight, seem-
ingly impervious to deformation
from the wind force.

Witnesses  of ball lightnie

have included such notables as’

Niels Bohr and Victor \Weiss-
kopf, the Director of the MIT
Physics Department. Another
witness was Secretary of State
Dean Acheson, who reported
seeing it cross the breakfast
table aboard the presidential
plane.

The accidental formation of
ball lightning has been observed
about once per year for the past
decade inside building 985 at Hill
AF Missile Radiographic Facility,
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs
drop out of the space adjacent to
the high voltage supply of the 25
Mev linear accelerator.,

The ball of blue fire floats

‘down to the floor, rolls around

randomly and then rises again to
the power-supply area where it
dissipates without detectable
damage. Despite troubleshoot-
ing, no explanation can be
feund for this occurrence.

On one occasion, lightning
struck the building—a large
concrete structure with a 60-it,
ceiling inside—and, simuitane-
ously, an intensc sphere of fire
the size of a tennis ball formed
above the conduit on the wall at

arly shoulder level. It moved
aiong the wall for a distance 1
some 30 ft., floated out andi
around the neck and shoulders
of a person standing necar the
wall, moved back to the wall and
continued along for several fet
until it intercepted a duple.
outlet on the conduit. At this the
ball exploded, causing elec-
trical damage throughout.

A new state of matter?

No presently known laws of
physics can account for the
stability and bouncing of fire-
balls unless it in€ludes surface
tension. This hitherta unob-
served state of matter is a new
concept, since plasmas have
never previously exhibited such
strong surface tension. Also,
presently known laws cannot
account for the propulsion.

Project Tesla has developed a
rigorous mathematical model of
the lightning ball's absolute,

asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta-

bility. Initial computer studies
indicated a density range of
10"-10" ¢cm™, with a tempera-

10°-10* *K—or
hotic. Y
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' thon Tosk was talking as a sciontist He "Vias'opposed £0 fowe wecobs ¢
wars on moral, oconomlc and all practical and theorctical grounds.= disown!
But, like most scientists, whon ho stopped thinking as a sclentist, <.e:e
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in . ¢
which he felt somo wars end situations were justif4sble. As a = c'eimg, lount
sclentist he was unwilling to have tho discoveries of scientigts .. ‘i L o~
applicd to the pruposes of war makers, but when. thée emotional phase cvv
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willirg to apply:-rerme’:
his geniusto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying-,./
protective devicese. ' _ fbwﬂevwﬁ{ e
“lae

This attitude is cxemplified in the following statement 7777 "¢
which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: . oaftler all,

At present meny of the ablest minds are trying to devise '
expcdients for preventing a rcpetition of the ewful conflict which is
only theoretically ended:- amd the duration and main issues of which I
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20,
1914. The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion
of & number of competent men, may bring about results just the oppo-
site. It is particulerly regretteblc that a punitive policy was
adoptod in framing the terms of peaco because a few years hence it
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns,
by weuapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and range of
which there is virtually no limit. 4Any ¢ity at any distance whatso-
cver from the onemy can bc destroyed by ki and no power on earth can
stop him from doing so. If we want to avert an impending czaleonity end
& stato of things which may transorm this gloce ‘nto en inferno, vwc
should push the development o' flying machines and wireless transmission
of encrgy without an instant's delay and with all the power and re-
gources of the nation." o : :

Tesla saw proventative possibilities in his new invention .
which ombodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it-providing
a' curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could
uso as a protection against invasion. While he might offer it as a
defensive ‘'weapon,: however, there would be nothing to stop military
mon from using it es a weapon of offense. : '

¥hile I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con-

vinced that it dld embody many discoveries that would be of &ozmer-
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I
folt thet JSf he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in-
coze from it which would enable him .to. proceed with his more elaocrate
plans. To this end I sought to galn some insight into kis thoughts,
that would ensble me to get a practical plan in operzation. Tnis was
no socret :to Tesla and he successfully parried every thrust I made.

The clecurest conception I got, and that was lsrgoly from
scattercd remarks, and oy making deductions froa thef:, concerned a
possiblo manner in vwhich one phase of his curtain of protcction
might operate. This was a "wer" angle and ag such_ 4t d1d not intercat

JOC -2 3 ) (o




! mo,. but since it inveved "lightning balls,” or “"Iirc balis,” L wus
/ very curious. Fii JAls huad always fasclna . :0, and I had rcad

‘everything I coulc ay my hands on about the

"A fiyo ball is a strange phonomenon assocliated with light-
;ning. ©omo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become
locked into a bz2ll shaped structure which may be of any size from a
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect
sphere, brightly incendescent and floats like & bubble, being ecsily
carricd by air currcnts. They may last for a short time, from a
fraction of a second to meny scconds. In this interval, durirg
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, they may coro close to
many objects without damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud-
denly, for no knosn recason, the tall explodes doing as much demage
as a bomb, if-close to structures, and no damage if in the open.

© The firc ‘ball looked to me like a gligantically enlarged
-model of the tiny eclectron, one .of the building blocks of matter,
which acts as if it were just a cpherical srca of space in vhich an
amount of energy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that
3f it were- possible- to discover -how.a:large amount .ol energy was °
- stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire bsll a new insight
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda-
mental particles of matter. #Also this method of storlng energy
could be applied to a thousand uocful purposes.

Ythen I approached Tesla uith pleas alon" this llne to de-
velop this vossible phase of his discowcry he would evade direct ro-
ply by indulging-in a, not always, tolerant leccture on my gullabilitiy
in bOllCVln’ theorics zbout the complex struciurc of the ztom. txile
. he had in eqllier vears discussed somz of his experiraces with firc
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explzined uis thecory
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit himselfl
to be drawn into a discussion of them as a possible part of his sys-
tem. This, of course, mede me suspicious that the clus was "hot" but
I could bo completcly wrong in my conclus ions. Tecla was very quick
in dctecting my tcchnlque vhen I sought to parrow down a field by
"trying to get him to deny statements when! he was aoamant to direct
questionse. :

of Tire balls in his exveriments at Colorado Springs in 1899. Fe
produced them quite by accident and saw them,.more than once, €xplode
eand shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus within his
laboratory. The destructive action accormpanylng the disintegration
of a fire ball, he declared, takes place with 1nconceivabel violence.

[{’— Tesla became fémiliar'with the désifﬁcuive characteristics

‘He studied the process by which- they were produced, not
because he wanted to produceé tbem but in cruer to eliminate the con-
‘ ditions 1n which they were created. It is not pleasant, he relatod,
] to have a fire ball explcde in your viclnity for they will dcstroy
N enything they como in contact Wlth. .

It will bo nccessery to reconstruct his statcments from
very fragumentary notes and a long distunce niemory.




Oparasit-oscillati s, or circuits, within tr main cir-
.cult worc a source © uanger from this cause. Founts of resistence
4n the main circuit could result in minor os. .lating circuilts be-
tween terminals or between two polnts.of resistance and these minor
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur-
rent of lower frequencye. .

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted
for the greatest efficliency of operztion by the dimination of all
sourccs of losses the tire balls continued =o occur but these viere
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currcnts.

“pPyrom .these experiences it became apparent that the fire
balls resulted from the interaction of two froguencies, a stray
higher frequency vave imposcd on the lovier frequency free oscilla-
tion or tho main circult, L.

f"ag the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through
various rates of changc. . In a current of shorter wavelength the
rates of change will be steeper. When the two currents react on
each othcr the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there
is an extremely stcep rate of change, and for the bricfest instant
currents may move st a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of

‘horsepcvwer.

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause the totzl
energy of thcjowerful longer wave Lo be discharged in an infinites-
melly small ‘interval of timo and at a proportionately tremendously
grcat rate of energy mc—ement which cannot confinz itself to. the
meta> circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon-
ceivaple violence." - :

" It is but a step, from learning how a high frequency cur-
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using
the principle to design a system in which these explocions can be
produccd by intent. The following process appears a possible one
but no eviaence is available that it is the ono Yesla evolved:
_An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirclessly around the ‘
csrth at Coloredo Springs, is éet in operation at a frequency to vhich
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would
providc a great number of spots in which electrical oscillations vill
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through tke
. ship as a vhole. Tnesc parzsiste_currents will react on the main
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by thelr exploslons
will destroy the ship, even morc effectively than the explosion of the
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be:used
to transmit the shorter wavelength current. |

 Somevwhat lanter I learned the reeson for Tesla's reticence
to discuss detalls. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re-
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britaine.

Tesla revealed that he had carried on ncgotiations with
Prime Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his prosentation that the
device would provide complete protection for the British Islos
against any cnemy approaching by sca or air,; and would provice an




“dch thicro was NO Gedicnys.  a¢ waga convinccea,
_.ncerity of lre Chamber” i and his intent to
 adopt-the devico ¢ 1t would have preventeé  ~ outbreak of the
tLém threotening w. , and would have made pos. .ole the continuation-~
undor tho duress which this weapon would make possible. - of the
“working agrcement involving France, Germany end Britain to maintain
the status quo in “urope. Whon Chamberlin falled, at the Munich
conteronce, to retain this state of Buropean equilibrium it wasg
nocessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister
vho coulé make tho effort to shift one corner of the triengle from
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt e in Tcsle's plan end
precmptorially ended the negotiations.

cifensive woapon to
ho cdecdircé, of LI

Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne-
gotiations with the British Government. Vith it there collapsed his
hopes of providing a demonstraticn of hils most recent, and, what he
considored, his most important discoveries. He did not, however,
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not mon-
tion the metter again. He did not get another chance to financo the

demonstration of these discoveriles.

Puring the period in which the negctiations werc being
.carricd on, Tesla declared, efforts had been niade to steal the in-
vontion. His room had been entercd and his papers exeminoed but the
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There wos no danger, he said,
that his invention could.be stolen for he had ut no.time comitted

any part of it to papcr. He could trust his mozory to preserve cvery

fine detail of his investigations. This“wss true, he sald, of all
of his later major discoveries. '

The nature of his system r~kes 1little diffcrence now; he
bas gone and has taken it witr. him. Perhaps, if there is any com-
jpunication from beyond the veil tbat separates this life from vhat-
ever exists hereaftcr, Tesla mey look down upon earth's struggling
mortals and find somoc way of dropping a hint concerning what he
‘accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take
plece, then we must await until the human rscc produces another
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with
I enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to
furnish us this information, and your interest and

courtesy are indeed appreciated.

, Sincerely yours, Tl
MAILED 6 L

APR 304976

o . ' Clarence M. Kelley c

F:B:l . i _ Director z :~( _ b—-l C, a

'

C. M, Kelley - B

T o

-

>

NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with_—_v_ :
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request- concernin ]
papers of Dr. Nikola Peslas Dr. Tesla was a world-famous
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943,
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands.
howoe. O o The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that
bun ap v, the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his
as0i:  property. Bufiles jndicated the Office of Alien Property of
Mein. —the Department of Justice did so. _Bufile 100-2237-23.
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Vlnifed Diates Denate

To ensure proper handling please r?turn all
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF :

Pat

Respectfully referred to:

FBI

B 200%

Please respond to tne attached inquiry in

duplicate anc return the enclosure.

you for your coopcration.

¥ ~
(SR
o>

—-——

Thank

e

Assoc. Dir. ____
Dep. AD Adm. —
Dep. AD [av. ~{

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv. /
Ext. Affairs {

Fin. & Pers. __

Gen. Inv. —_

I
Ident, —

| Inspection -
Intel], /
Loboro'ory -
Legal Coun. h__‘
Plan. & Eval, -—'
Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. Inv, —_
Training

Telephone Rm. ___
Director Sec'y ___
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Assoc. Dire _____
Dep. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs
Fin.
Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection
Intell.
Laborotory
Legal Coun.

Plan. & Evel.

Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. Inv.
Troining

Telephone Rm.
Director Sec'y

s
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DATE_Z;Q:KLB-

fon of June 1l6th
£ 2 hraukoe,

Honorable William Prox:
United States Sen atl Ieomizc

Dear Senator Proxgiép:

This will respond
encleosing the lotter of Xr.
ﬂiscon:ﬁggjigaxik

The -effects of Dr. Mikola Tesla were impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department
of Justice and not by the PBI. 8ince we did not participate
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's beclongings, I am uwnable to
furnish the information you desire.

A copy of your coemmication and of this reply are
beinc referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure
te your carmunication is being returned as reguested.

Sincerely yours,

C. M, Kelley

Clarence ¥, Xelley
Director

Enclosure

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Bncloaures (2)
Civil Division

1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2)

1l - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2)
NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of

Dr. Tesla's papers following his death.
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biugust 6, 1979

8073

C gan
o ) e — .
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7 Tovat oak.

i Dear

ur recent letter requesting information concernirﬂg
Dr. Nihglégaaln has been received.

The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material
available for public distribution regardirg Dr. Tesla. How-
ever, unéer the provisions of the Frecedom of Information Act

made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu-
ments available to you under Title 28--Code of Federal
Regulations.

If you are interested in seeking such documents
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a
Preedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the
Director, Pederal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. In the

—

(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), reguests have been /!

————Jlatter you must request documents regarding the specific topic
—qf |[interest to you. ~ REC- 79 .
N 3
: 'é T Sincerely yours yﬁ ﬂ'.‘ﬂ ‘
! 5 / /09- 22372
C— S William L. Bailey i '
< i Assistant Director . 2 AUG 7 1979
m——————— L
Assoc. Dir. 31— My . Underwood - Enclosure cs —— v
Dep. AD Adm. . i o
Dep. AD fav, Room 6958 P J. S .
Asst. Dir.: (This correspondence response ‘may _engender a future FOIA 1in-
Adm. Servs. 3 [ RS
Crim. lav. qulry. ) > -. T
1dent. T _
mell. _NOTE: Based upon available,information, '?orrespondent is not
t::;"é:’n;i:dcntifiable in Bufiles. R
Plan. & Insp.
$¢<LMsgnQ. E}.{M_: ]:Ch (4 ) )
Training — B ARENITREN c =7 -
Public Afls.OK.__ 4/ 'f?ff‘nw - P
° TR

o TR



! Assec. Dir,

Dep. AD Ad-n-:.-
Owp. AD lav, _ ____
UNITED STATES GO\’ERNMENTV_)-')UNITEU STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Asst. DA"'--'

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Ada. Serve. . ___ .
. Crim lov. __ __ .
Memorandum e
. batell.
. Loboratory _ _ .
TO : Mr. Bresson~ % DATE: 2/25/80 txff:;f”“
Rec. Mgnt. ,__.t-
Tech. Servs. _ _ _
Teainia —_———
oo | -
Telephone Rm. ____
: Director's Sec'y ___

SUBJECT:  FREEDOM OF INFCRMATIQN ACT DISCLOSURE A~ TAIMED

L

REGARDING DR. NIKOLA“TESLA " \?!FORN\M‘O“ V.

" ht“fﬂ'\S‘ﬁ‘CLhCSgQE%Qg$A&§
PURPOSE : '- CMEM BY

/ To reduce time spent on handling of requests for
I information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity
of disclosure.

DETAILS:

A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry-
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies N
of this material have not been made and requesters have been

' SO0 advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure.

Numerous requesters have sought information relating to

Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that \3
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be L
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses A
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for '
information on this subject.

RECOMMENDATION: .

That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch,
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their
list of preprocessed cases and gpng e any future requests
for such information.//,/aﬂ—gz AT Y — ~.
]

’ ) e e 100
1 - Mr, .
1 - Miss k3'1(L
/ ‘\,/\ \"‘"’"‘QX‘
- v
100-2237
n, o 41902165043E0 MAR 27 1980

eah:xag (7)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroli Savings Plan LTI =P




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
~20,/10/79) - |
o INTERNAL Rouna_. ‘ACTION SLIP

T

10; BLDG. | ROOM NAME "TITLE, ORGANIZATION ~~.* | BLOG_ ROGM NAME/TITLE 3:g8MiZ

JEi | 7142 Mr. Colwell 215 biscrosuae secrion
" JER | 7110 'Mr. Boynton 235 JEH | 6995
JEH | 7110 Mr. Mocre 235 JEH ' 6994
i . H -
! ; ]
- —_———
JEH 5829 Mr. Bailey/Rogers 211 : JEH 6927 [CHIEF, UNIT A/Secretary 314
JEH | 5829 'Hx O'Brien/Lass 211 ‘ P BA: Team
: i RA: ! / Team
v 4 }' : > - - - —_—
JEH 6296 EH:. Flanders/woleslagle 3@ MEH i 6959 CHIE}',,-’”IT, 3 : 314
H 7 T o =
jOPERATIONS SECTION : BA: Team
JEH | 6992 Mr. Ervin/Poston 314 i RA: Team
—_——— + — _—
A3 JEH €993 :Hr. Tierney/Poston 314 JEH j 6975 CHIEF, UNIT C/Secretary 314
JEH 6280 CHIEF, TAR/Secretary
; ] isa:
? ! :Attn:
' Jpu ) 9#87 CHIEF, FIELD COOR.
: 7
; /]/ (SA:__
B B II i

) —

1
! /_C fAnmg 33 e i i :
JEH 26958 CHIg IPU/Secretary 314 l ?!A: Team
: T
i

JEH ' 6387 CHIEF, UNIT F/Secretary 314
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FEDERAL GOVERRMENT 9 FEB 1381

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301

RESEARCH AND
ENGINEERING

(g
l! MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Micola Tesla (U)

(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of.,a number of papers
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. N1co]éJTesl was a brilliant
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena.

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers.

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers,
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing

the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the _—~
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695 7417 3

Gt [ b BN

Allan J. Maclaren

STER LtColonel, USAF
: Military Assistant

Strategic and Space Systems

é/ 100. /,4) 7/ 35
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the scientific papcre of Tr. Nike 1a which night be irn
our files haz Necen relfcrred to uy-office for reply.
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Fol dic not participute in the handling of Nr. Tesls's belon ;-
fiis fellowling his 'eath ia Yiew Yorl City 4= January, 1943.
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Scizoutilic nesearchi and Developient. In Pebrusry, 194
prilrs a‘"a'e»*lv woere relezs=l to ‘r. tava . Xosa
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Director's Sec’y _
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MAR 12 1981
> ~—
rd Roger T. You — —
Assistant Direﬂtor in Charge
N Office of Congressional
E ' anG Public Affairs
l - ' 3 "' _ ‘“ \‘.
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FOTLITN 8qd \dth” FOIFL, RS, who has harncled sin:
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FEDERAL, GovERMUEND

sio:: 4t thae Lice of tdz Jdzath con Junuiry
we custsir of the Alien Troperty Custsilcn

Q..'

z -
unccr saal Dy the Snitcl Stantes Govermannt. Thooo zxte-icls
have sever Seeca Lz the carce or euxtudy of tic FIIL
An Janusry 26 an? 27, 1333, reluernl autharities nale
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Yiow YOrx, whaera they o é.aruntl' wvare tekern after hie dextlh. Tar-
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chusatts Insiituts of Techmolesy, the O0ffice of laval Intel-

pervicipuate in thiz exaciraticon. (65-47953 section 1)
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hazard in unfriendly hands.® *h=rc wvas thought to be no
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Exec AD lav.
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ot T sentattarn Lioracs Wasmhouast
and trunils ander se& wy thie naw xgah.,e,«rtu,u'
ahe rental for this storage, azpproxizately 915 per sonth, .. .

was heing paid by Charlotte Fuzar, 134 Tast 63rd Street,
Vew Torsk . Tew Yorl, who was listeld a3 an azent for Sava x°5anov;:h,

-dr. T23lz's nephes and administrator of &i- esta*e. (65-47953-14) .

on Octohor 26, 1945, w&morald, Yo B
Asay, 2 yvounc scientist who had heen Tesla's protege, called S
in perscn at our Yew York Pield CIifice. Hith him were _:.-A[ .
- dys T Oavii- Mo-Pratt Lt larbert-C.-Schutt and Lt H.. Lo
'aaule fro= a research developxuent unit at wWricht Tield oayton,~ e
Oohioc. These nen carriad a letter sigacd by Brxgzdier oeneral o
s—Cr-Cral ea, - Chief snscincerding: Oiviston: viriaht-Pleld &, xequeat-

Lln
-2

ing that the PBY allow the hsarers of the latter access, to tha

effncts of Nikcla Tesla. (65- 47953-15) : T iy

It waz explaineld to t}‘s-milztarv caatinueh that the

FEJY had no jurlsiiction over Tesla's effects, and they were
raferrad to the Cffice of the Allea Property Custodian., Bureau
€iles ¢o not 1ndicate whother tho men ever exanined Tesla's -

Lalondnja.  (65-47953-15)

_?rc Tanls effccts rozaine? in rooars 55 ani 5L of the
sanhattan Sterage Cozpgsazy. In the 19533, ral Agants wvere told by
company nanzjeaent that the only recordes vizit had been sada .

by ?e-etal authorities” in ganuarv. 1743. The-flocr Buper—
‘vi'br rocalled that the m2n hal taXen numarous photo«rqphs.
#is degcription of the equipnent uaeld would tend to skow that -
a nlecrofile reuroduction vas-zadc of the papo:s of the deceased. g

(65-47953- 27)
Cur files do not reflect any ﬁertinent 1n’ornatian

on the Tesla msterials since that date. Thelr currext vﬁereabouts
or conditicn are not ref lectei 1« our tilea. R o

for further {nformation reqarding this natter, yon may
vi- to contact the Cifice of the Allen Property Custcdian and'; o
t\a other Federal aﬂencies mentioned above. Ve L e

_? 1 hova that ve ‘have beaa-o! as istnace to Y°° ~#7

A T Sincerelyl L e e

Touny
*:tant Dircctor in Charic




NOTE! On Fabruary 5, 1981, Cwl. Mocharon wrele to wg inquiriag
abons the scientific papers of Or. Wikela Tesla. 1Im Q return
letter of Harch 9, -we {aforaed hiz that a thorough review of
ocr files would be made fir search of the {nformation he reguestsc.
2hiz was Jdome and he is bainy informzd of the results. Tesla's
nipers have been the sabject of numerous injuiries by various
incividuals and organizations since his death. - FEI received
over 20 F2IA raquests on this matter during the perlod 1973-

192¢. -Xatter csordinated with FOIA Section, R¥D. '



( ICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARYOF L ENSE

WASHINGTON. D C. 20301 <‘\<:)

RESEARCH AND

ENGINEERING ' ' 1 APR 13881

FEDERAL GCVEPKMENT

’/ Mr. Roger S. Young
Assistant Director in Charge
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Young, L7 - .
v ~

Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981,Jin

Q
response to our request re Dr. jgsla. We very much appreciate the effort
Y '
" /'/' */ 4
that must have gone ——0n behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary
(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank

you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data.

Sincerely,

st - i
Allan tLaren

“Colonel, USAF
- Military Assistant
P Strategtc and-Spacé Systems

- P ——————
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" 21 July 1981
o1C S

Director of the FBI
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:
While attending college, I came 7cross an article about the
V' e 7y
electrical genius, N1cola1‘Tésla Vi Tesla was an electrical

genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla OUTSTDE 5=
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also

worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant

that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's
atmosphere sufficiently enbugh to use them as a source of elec-
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and

lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag-

netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the-

FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives.

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock \”f

out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy ‘-
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to

this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the

archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light

again. Now bear in mind that this man was tr1ca1 genlus
15 37

A
and even had a unit of electrical measure n after hlm— f

he did figure ogt &:way to utilize the earth's electroma%netlc
I‘l!r .,1 q‘;} -
waves then I bel eve that we are ready to gradually phase out T

<o

our dependence on o0il, ease the volatile tension in the Middle [

Q
East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into ézi;
1S




e — it AAes oA LN ).

Lon bR A . ... o bl

space research, joint international research and deep-sea
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up
the experts present projected times of producing significant
gains in these still relatively new fields.

You could at least take the time to check out what I am
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the "archives
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure

heading.

Sincerely,

)

FPO SanFrancisco 96602
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August 7, 1981

ALL INTOOUTUR00 CONTAINED

TEN Y by id CARRFL N 4 - emwmo

REREIN IS UHCLASSIFIED M
DATEN NN BY U .

OUTSIDE SouRCE

- NOT AN FOlPAR REDAcTICN

Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21lst

to me for a reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Rikola
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office

of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by -
the PBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the ¥YBI

is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate

in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of

Dr. Tesla's belongings.

To be as helpful as possible, I am forwarding a

copy of this communication to the Department of Justice. /\
P 5 ly, ,/
S
s =

g - Roger 8. Young .
< n Assistant Director in Charge
— Office of Congressional
S and Public Affairs
<<

il - Acting Assistantpttorney Genéral>&cBHclosure

Ccivil pivision b“ Q
NOTE:

¢
is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. %;La_
AW — | died o and we have received ymiph correspondence /J /({',.‘
ores %, regarding his belongings which,.were dmpounded by the Office 11
Dir.: “ of Alien Property of the Departiment of Justice. /
T L
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N Re telephone call of SA Cincinnati 7 (~ .
‘:f;_;ﬁ‘_?’W'Division, to Supervisor IHQ, on 8/11/83, lf =4,
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Date

TO; " DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTN: INTD SUPEPVISOR

G¢ CINCINNATI

This communicatien is classified ''Secret" in its
entirety.

Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy
each of pertinent pages:from the 1981 book titled "Tesla:
Man Out of Time'" by Margaret Cheney, with 1mportant passages
underllned

For information of Bureau and New York, a
rosearch physicist with the Electro Opt:.cs
y of the Avionics-Division of the U.S. Air Force Aeronautlc
n at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB) an
physicist and.intelligence specialist on Partic

chnolegy with the Foreign Technology D:.ilsiin

, : 1so at WPAFB, have both been in contact with S
‘L at the Dayton, Ohio RA. regarding possible FBI
R , ?
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involvement in the seizing of Nikola Tesla's research papers
and other documents and scientific instruments after his death

on January 7, 1943, v )
L :"‘.‘:} .
They both;"éxplédined that Tesla was a scientific

enius and experimenter who was _borp in Yugoslavia of Serbian
garents on 7/10{56?nwent to school later in Gratz, Austria,

Prague, Czechoslovakia and Paris, France. He immigrated to

the U.S. in the“early 1880's, worked for Thomas Edison's laboratory
for a couple of years, then started his own lab after being paid

$1 milljon dollars for rights to his patents on his polyphase .
systems of alternating current dynamos, which lead to the .y .V,
harnessing of Niagra Falls for producfing electricity /%~—~-“
and then the power system of the whole country. He was naturalized
in 1889. He pred{cted wireless communication (radio). His later
experiments in Colorado and elsewhere legd-to his producing
argificial lightning in the millions‘of’gglts. He also had

atents on the concept of neon and flourescent lights, but he

gater made little money on his later inventions, although he
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great

potential worth, which he never patented. He became more

reclusive in his later years, living in various hotels in New York
City. 1In the 1930's he claimed he had developed the concept and
method of building a "death ray", which could destroy planes at
many miles distant, for defending America. Also, there are reports
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or

many large city buildings from some distance away.

Both and said that Tesla donated 'some"
of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute in _
Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the 1930's in his honor by their
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that either the custodian
of Alien Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other
personal effects, including a safe or safes, and other property
immediately after his death in 1943. This is elaborated on in
the enclosed copies of certain pages of Margaret.Cheney's book,
"Tesla: Man Out of Time'. :

”

said that after World War II Tesgla's papers were

) sla Instityte in Belgrade, Yu oslavia, by his
nephew, SavaAKosa ic, who had become Tito*§ Ambassador to the‘éﬂ.
T g ere were reports that some microfilming of Tesla's  ~—. = .

papers by Eovernment agents while they were still in storage
in New York under Kosanovic's custody.

shipped ¢t

-2- SEQR-T
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Also, the Soviet Union has alle edly had access
to some of Tesla's papers, possibly in Belgrade and/or
else where, which influenced their early research into directed
energy weagons, and Butler feels access to much of Tesla's
papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays" would
give him more insight into the Soviet beam weapons program.
This is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He
has been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same
in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFB. However,
there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by
the Custodian of Alien Property Office in Washington, D.C. to
a technical research lab at WPAFB, possibly the "Equipment
Lab", now closed .for som years or reorganized into another
organization. ‘

—and are both desirous of learning

the locations of such papers of Tesla as now exist in the U.S.,
for both intelligence and research purposes. Therefore, Butler
would like to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla and -

possibly any on Sava Kosanovic, his nephew who received the

bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly
have been the subject of FBI investigation.

travels to the Washington, D.C. area on
FID busine riodically and can review FBI files at FBIHQ
rel