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attle dredges up fear,

Associated Press

inskaya touches up outspoken anchor Tatyana Mitkova beiore an evening newscast on Russia’s larg-
. NTV in Moscow.
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chaotic first years of post-Soviet
reform by obeying the law.
Putin says that’s no reason to
let them off the hook.

Observers say Dprosecutors
under Putin have targeted ty- ¢
coons who fell out of favor with
the Kremlin.

“Gusinsky ran up a lot of
debts, he’s no Boy Scout. But 1
don’t think the importance of
NTV has to rest on whether Gu-
sinsky is a virtuous business-
man or not,” said Ellen Mickie-
wicz, director of Duke
University’s journalism school
and author of a book on Russian
television.

Some industry analysts say
NTV’s $700 million in annual

advertising revenues are the
real reason for the struggle. It is
the only major media company
whose advertising is ng,t man-

aged by the glan‘r{VEQf(S Internis

honal, which i to
"P’ress Minister'Mikhail Lesin; a

“We used t0 envy the guys
over there, their freer atmos-
phere and the money,” said Vol-
odya, a cameraman at the state-
run network RTR, who gave
only his first name. “Now their
guys come to us in the parking
lot to ask about a job.”

NTV’s programming is in-
creasingly acidic, particularly
in its near-daily reports of pros-
ecutors’ raids on Media-Most’s

offices. NTV’s “Twrn Out the
Light” portrays Kremlin aides
as mafia hit men and marked
the hospitalized Yelisin’s 70th
birthday this week by offering
him a vodka-soaked blrthday
cake.

“These emotional distortions
come from one thing: We are
being pressured. You make us

b Klselyov paces; the sagging
floors of NTV’s corridors, one
ear glued to a cell phone, while
lawyers whisper in his other
ear. He and colleagues wam
Putin is reverting to the meth-
ods of his KGB years.

financial dirt

“He is a man of the system.
We represent an opposing sys-
tem, and must be undermined,”
Shenderovich said.

But others note the struggle
for control of Russia’s«‘leading
networks — includjzg. the ini-
tial raids on Met 1a-Most —
began under Yeli#git,

“Television has become an in-
tegral part of an economy in
which the rhost profitable in-
vestments are not in production
but in elections. Elections are
won not by presenting a supe-
rior platform, but byzgontrollmg
national media,” ZYuli
maz« who recenﬂy “moved her
iiViéstigative reporting program
from NTV to state-controlled
ORT, wrote this week.

NTV once helped demon-
strate that theory: In 1996, Gu-
sinsky joined other media exec-
utives in backing Yeltsin’s bid
for re-election against a popular
communist candidate. Gusinsky
has since called that a huge mis-
take.

Meanwhile, Media-Most
needs money. Prosecutors say it
is more than $800 million in
debt. Some paychecks are being
delayed.

Prosecutors, tax authorities
and creditors have accused
Media-Most of a slew of finan-
cial sins in recent months:

m Last June, Gusinsky was ar-
rested briefly and charged with
defrauding the state in the pri-
vatization of a St. Petersburg
television station. The charges
were dropped dfter he signed a
secret de turn over Media-
Most tolGazprom.:
to recgf\?é" chgh a debt write-off
and freedom from prosecution.
Gusinsky fefused to honor the
deal, saying he signed under du-
ress.

B Prosecutors then charged Gu-

- sinsky with overstating his as-
sets in 1996 to receive a $262
million loan from Credit Suisse
First Boston, guaranteed by
Gazprom. Prosecutors say
Media-Most was bankrupt at the
time. Gusinsky, who denies
wrongdoing, was arrested on
those charges in Spain in De-
cember.

FBI 1/-cv-01525-87
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MOSCOW When they
strode across Red Square for a
chance to speak their minds di-
rectly 1o President Viadimir
Putin, the top journalists from
Russia’s largest private televi-
sion station looked ready to
take on the world.

When NTV’s stars emerged
nearly five hours later, their
eyes were drained of fire, their
shoulders taut from the heated
exchange. Their steely debate
partner had called their boss a
thief and shrugged off concerns
that prosecutors were trying to
get them off the air.

Two other guests were at that
Kremlin meeting Monday: Rus-
sia’s top prosecutor, who is L’
mg to put ] N"I‘V founder: Vl

Traid; and the man leading the

drive by the gas monopoly Gaz-
prom fo claim control of NTV
because it can’t pay its debts.

“To shut down a television
station, one doesn’t need to ar-
rest someone. One can use fi-
nancial management ... It can
be like a calm death, and
therefore, it’s not murder,” said
NTV satirist Viktor Shendero-
vich, one of the journalists who
met with Putin.

Determining just what the
battle over NTV is all about is
complex. Is Putin waging a war
on media freedom? Or is he try-
ing to root out the “oligarchs”
who made fortunes in the 1990s,
using Kremlin ties to buy up lu-
crative state property at knock-
down prices? Or is it a fight for
NTV’s }‘lucy share of the Rus-
vertising market? f

short for Ind%ggndent
ion, has been - a,vigorous
critic of the Kremlin’s two wars
in Chechnya and alleged cor-
ruption since its launch in 1994.
NTV says its struggle for sur-
vival reflects an authoritarian
drive to stifle dissent.

U.S. and European officials,
have rallied behind the net

s “have expressed
in’ uymg a stake to ensure that

battle dredges up f

Makeup artist Nalalia Bakurinskaya touches up ontspoken anchor Tatyana Mitkova betore an eve
est private television station, NTV in Moscow.

it survives. During her last days
in office, former Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright ac-
cused Putin’s government of
“trying to undermine the
media.”

Yet NTV’s struggle has raised
relatively little protest among
Russian citizens. They value its
professional coverage, but
largely back Putin’s pledges to
restore order and have little
pity for Gusinsky.

Gusinsky is sequestered in
his Spanish villa under house
arrest while Russia clamors for
his extradition.

Gusinsky and Russia’s other
“oligarchs” have claimed it was
impossible to do business in the

chaotic first years of post-Soviet
reform by obeying the law.
Putin says that’s no reason to
let them off the hook.

Observers say prosecutors

under Putin have targeted ty- -

coons who fell out of favor with
the Kremlin.

“Gusinsky ran up a lot of
debts, he’s no Boy Scout. But I
don’t think the importance of
NTV has to rest on whether Gu-
sinsky is a virtuous business-
man or not,” said Ellen Mickie-
wicz, director of Duke
University’s .journalism school
and author of a book on Russian
television.

Some industry analysts say
NTV’s $700 million in annual

advertising revenues are the
real reason for the struggle. it is
the only major media company
whose advertising is not _man-
aged by the g1ant¥V 1deo Interna—

Press Minister Mzkhall Lesin, a
Putin alty. :

“We used t0 envy the guys
over there, their freer atmos-
phere and the money,” said Vol-
odya, a cameraman at the state-
run network RTR, who gave
only his first name. “Now their
guys come to us in the parking
Jot to ask about a job.”

NTV’s programming is in-
creasingly acidic, particularly
in its near-daily reports of pros-
ecutors’ raids on Media-Most’s

FBI 1/-cv-01525-88
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J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 1

FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10)

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) Opening EC Date: 04/13/2016

From: WASHINGTON FIELD
WE-CRZ
Contact: |

b6 -1
b7C -1

Approved By: SSA|

Drafted By: | |

Case ID #: 343G-WF-7464094 (U) UNSUB (S);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015

Synopsis: (U) The captioned case is being opened to assist United

States Attorney's Office District of Columbia and the Metropolitan
Police Department in the homicide investigation of Mikhail Lesin.

Full Investigation Initiated: 04/13/2016

Details:

The United States Attorney's Office District of Columbia (UAO-DC)
and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) have requested assistance
in the homicide investigation of Mikhail Lesin, former Russian
political figure, media executive, and an adviser to Vladimir Putin,

the President of Russia.

On Thursday, November 5, 2015, at approximately 11:32a.m.,
Lesin, with DOB: 07/11/1958, was found dead inside his hotel room, the
Dupont Circle Hotel located at 1500 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. After
an autopsy was performed, a Deputy Medical Examiner ruled that the

cause of Lesin’s death was blunt force trauma.

UNCLASSIFIED

FBI 17-cv-01525-1



J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 1

UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) Opening EC
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 04/13/2016

By way of background, on Monday afternoon, November 2, 2015, Lesin
checked into the Four Seasons Hotel at 2800 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,

Washington, D.C. On Tuesday, November 3, 2015, Lesin was expected to

attend a dinner and fundraiser honoring | | b6 -2

| The

fundraiser was organized by the Woodrow Wilson Center’s Kennan

Institute, which works to build ties between Russia and the West.

Lesin, however, failed to appear at the dinner and fundraiser.

In the early morning hours of Wednesday, November 4, 2015, Lesin,
who had been consuming excessive amounts of alcohol, left with Four
Seasons Hotel without checking out, and he checked into the Dupont
Circle Hotel. The next morning, Thursday, November 5, 2015, at
approximately 11:32 a.m., Lesin was found dead inside his hotel room.
After an autopsy was performed, a Deputy Medical Examiner ruled that
the cause of Lesin’s death was blunt force injuries to his head. The
Examiner found that contributing causes to Lesin’s death were blunt
force injuries of the neck, torso, upper extremities, and lower
extremities. The Examiner also ruled that the manner of Lesin’s death

was “undetermined.”

The USRO-DC and MPD are seeking the assistance of the FBI in the
investigation into Lesin’s death. Specifically, they would 1like to
have a forensic examination done of surveillance footage from the

Dupont Circle Hotel by the FBI's Forensic Audio, Video and Image

Analysis Unit (FAVIAU). A lead will be set under a separate cover.
L &4
UNCLASSIFIED
2

b7C -2

FBI 17-cv-01525-2



J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 2

FD-1087 (Rev. 5-8-10)
UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Collected Iltem Log

Event Title: (U) Evidence Submission Date: 07/12/2016
Approved By: A/SSA| | b6 -1
b7C -1

Drafted By:l |

Case ID #: 343G-WF-7464094 (U) UNSUB (8);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015

Full Investigation Initiated: 04/13/2016

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U) FD-597

Collected From: AUSA | |
United States Attorney's Office - District of
Columbia
555 4th Street, NW
Washington, District Of Columbia 20535
United States

b6 -3
b7C -3

Receipt Given?: Yes
Holding Office: WASHINGTON FIELD

Details:

Submission of evidence described as an external hard drive labeled
Diamond Cipher Exdrive/Addonics Technologies HD-24, to the captioned
case file for anticipated lead to OTD's FAVIAU.

Item Type Description

UNCLASSIFIED

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

FBI 1/7-cv-01525-3



Title: (U)

J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 2

UNCLASSIFIED

Evidence Submission

Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 07/12/2016

1B General

¢

(U) External Hard Drive labeled Diamond Cipher
Exdrive/Addonics Technologies HD-24 with black
charging cords (3).

Collected On: 07/06/2016 11:35 AM EDT

Seizing Individual: | |
Collected By: | |

Location Area: USARO-DC

Specific Location: 555 4th Street NW

UNCLASSIFIED

2

b6 -1
b7C -1

FBI 1/-cv-01525-4
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343C-WF-7464094 Serial 3
-1 of 1-

FD-302 Rev. 5-8-10)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 07/13/2016

On Wednesday, July 6, 2016, SAl |met with Assistant United States
Attorney (AUSAﬂ |at the United States Attorney's Office b6 -1,3

(USAO), located at 555 4th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. to discuss the b7C -1,3

captioned case matter.

AUSA[::::::]provided an external hard drive, labeled Diamond Cipher bé -3

Exdrive/Addonics Technologies HD-24, that was retrieved from the Dupont P7C -3

Circle Hotel, located at 1500 New Hampshire Avenue NW, Washington, D.C.,

and contained over 300 hours of footage from security CCTV b7 1
E_

cameras.

The aforementioned external hard drive will be sent to the FBI's
Operational Technology Division's Forensic Audio/Video Image Analysis Unit

(FAVIAU) for logical analysis to be conducted.

Investigation on 07/06/2016 4 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

File# S43G-WF-7464094 Date drafied  07/11/2016

b6 -1
| b7C -1

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propetrty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency. FBL 17/-ov-01525-6




J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 4

FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10)

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) WFO sets lead to FAVIAU Date: 07/22/2016
CC:
b6 -1
b7C -1
From: WASHINGTON FIELD
WF-CR2
Contact:l

Approved By: SSAl

Drafted By:l |

Case ID #: 343G-WF-7464094 (U) UNSUB (S);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015

Synopsis: (U) To request the assistance of the Operational Technology

Division's Forensic Audio, Video, and Image Analysis Unit with video
authentication, enhancement of the footage, and video still image
processing.

Full Investigation Initiated: 04/13/2016

Details:

The Washington Field Office's (WFO) Violent Crimes Task Force, Squad
CR-2, requests the assistance of the Operational Technology Division's
Forensic Audio, Video, and Image Analysis Unit with wvideo
authentication, enhancement of the footage with time stamps provided,

and video still image processing.

SAl |met with Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA)
| |at the United States Attorney's Office (USAO), located at 555 bé -1,3
. . . b7C -1,3

4th Street, NW, Washington, D.C., who provided an external hard drive,

labeled Diamond Cipher Exdrive/Addonics Technologies HD-24, that was

UNCLASSIFIED

FBI 17-cv-01525-8



J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 4

UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) WEFO sets lead to FAVIAU

Re:

343G-WF-7464094, 07/22/2016

retrieved from the Dupont Circle Hotel, located at 1500 New Hampshire

Avenue NW, Washington, D.C., and contained over 300 hours of footage

from

security CCTV cameras. Consent has been granted by

the USAO-DC and the Dupont Hotel Security Personnel Office for a FAVIAU

analysis to be conducted.

WFO's ECC will provide 1B-1 (External Hard Drive labeled Diamond
Cipher Exdrive/Addonics Technologies HD-24 with black charging cords)
to FAVIAU for analysis.

The analysis requested;

® FExamine the footage from but one of the[::::::kameras, that

being camera at the Dupont Circle
Hotel. That footage runs for some thirty hours, from 5:31:42 a.m.,
on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, through 11:36:21 a.m., on Thursday,
November 5, 2015. Attempt to determine if the footage from that
camera has been tampered with in any way. Please provide insight
into the tampering examination that FAVIAU will conduct to the
AUSA.

® jnttempt to extract pictures from the video footage and focus

on the back of Lesin’s head. Frames to extract;
L Thel camera at 10:33:25 a.m., on
November 4, 2015. This frame captures a rather clear picture

of the back of Lesin’s head
he Dupont Circle Hotel for the Iast Time.

® The frame from the camera at 10:48:20
a.m., on November 4, 2015. This frame also captures the back
of Lesin’s head as - for the last time - he heads to his suite

(Room 903) on the 9th floor of the Dupont Circle Hotel. After
entering his room, Lesin is not seen leaving that room before
being found dead at 11:32 a.m. on Thursday, November 5, 2015
(approximately twenty-five hours).

UNCLASSIFIED

2

b7E -1
b7E -1
b7E -1

FBI 1/-cv-01525-9



J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 4

UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) WEFO sets lead to FAVIAU
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 07/22/2016

® Any additional frames of the back of Lesin’s head.

By way of background, the USAO-DC and the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD) have requested assistance in the homicide
investigation of Mikhail Lesin, former Russian political figure, media

executive, and an adviser to Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia.

On Thursday, November 5, 2015, at approximately 11:32a.m.,
Lesin, with DOB: 07/11/1958, was found dead inside his hotel room, the
Dupont Circle Hotel located at 1500 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. After
an autopsy was performed, a Deputy Medical Examiner ruled that the

cause of Lesin’s death was blunt force trauma.

On Monday afternoon, November 2, 2015, Lesin checked into the Four

Seasons Hotel at 2800 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. On

Tuesday, November 3, 2015, Lesin was expected to attend a dinner and

fundraiser honoring b6 -2
b7C -2

The fundraiser was organized by

the Woodrow Wilson Center’s Kennan Institute, which works to build ties
between Russia and the West. Lesin, however, failed to appear at the

dinner and fundraiser.

In the early morning hours of Wednesday, November 4, 2015, Lesin,
who had been consuming excessive amounts of alcohol, left with Four
Seasons Hotel without checking out, and he checked into the Dupont
Circle Hotel. The next morning, Thursday, November 5, 2015, at
approximately 11:32 a.m., Lesin was found dead inside his hotel room.
After an autopsy was performed, a Deputy Medical Examiner ruled that

the cause of Lesin’s death was blunt force injuries to his head. The

UNCLASSIFIED

3

FBI 1/-cv-01525-10



J343G-WF~-74640%4 Serial 4

UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) WEFO sets lead to FAVIAU
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 07/22/2016

Examiner found that contributing causes to Lesin’s death were blunt
force injuries of the neck, torso, upper extremities, and lower
extremities. The Examiner also ruled that the manner of Lesin’s death

was “undetermined.”

The USRO-DC and MPD are seeking the assistance of the FBI in the
investigation into Lesin’s death. Specifically, they would 1like to
have a forensic examination done of surveillance footage from the
Dupont Circle Hotel by the FBI's FAVIAU.

¢

UNCLASSIFIED

4

FBI 1/-cv-01525-11



343C-WF-7464094 Serial 5

FD-1036 (Rev. 10-16-2009)
UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Import Form

Form Type: DEL-REX Date: 09/01/2016

Title: (U) Request# HQQ160803007 AT

Approved By: b6 -1
b7C -1

Drafted By:

Case ID #: 343G-WF-7464094 (U) UNSUB (S3);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015

Synopsis: (U) RE: 07/22/2016

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U) Request# HQQ160803007 AI; retained at ERF

¢

UNCLASSIFIED

FBI 1/-cv-01525-12



UNCLASSIFIED
Physical 1A/1C Cover Sheet for Serial Export

Created From: 343G-WE-7464094
Serial 5
Package: 1A3
Stored Location: None
Summary: (U) 3 Lab Report, 4 Comm

Log, 19 Case Notes, 2
Shipping invoice, 1
Review Form, 6 Request
Docs, 18-5 containing 18
prepared photos/charts
from HQQO005502 and 1
DVD-R copy of HQQO005501
images/charts along with
processing information
and 1 DVD-R (DEMS)

Acquired By: | | b6 -1
Acquired On: 2016-08-18 b7C -1
Attachment: (U) Request#

HQQ160803007 AI;
retained at ERF

FBI 17-cv-01525-13



18-1 (Rev. 08-15-2015)

Federal Bureau of Investigation Operational Technology
.. . ERF Building 27958A
Digital Evidence Laboratory Quantico, Virginia 22135
REPORT OF EXAMINATION
To: Washington Field Date: August 18,2016
WE-CR2 CaseID:  343G-WF-7464094

Special Agent (SA
ecial Agent (SA) Request No.: HQQ160803007 Al b6 -1
b7C -1

Request Date: July 22,2016
Ref. No.: Serial 4

Title: (U) UNSUB (S);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim,;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015

Date item(s) received: August 3, 2016

Item(s) Submitted:

HQQO005502 One Addonics Diamond Cipher Hard Drive Kit marked in part “HD-24"
“Y 535177 (1B1, E5490468)

HQQO004751 One Seagate ST3000DMO001 3TB hard drive inside of HQQ005502
(s/m: W500QZSE) (1B1, E5490468)

Request:

The Forensic Audio, Video and Image Analysis Unit was requested through an electronic
communication dated July 22, 2016, by SA| of the Washington Field Office b6 -1
to conduct an authenticity examination on the submitted HQQ005502 specimen. Specifically, b7c -1
it was requested to determine if the questioned surveillance video was tampered with in any

way.

Summary of Results:

A video authenticity examination was conducted on the questioned surveillance video
recording. Selected images from the questioned recordings were electronically processed and
printed.

Page 1 of 3

An ASCLD/LAB-International
Accredited Laboratory
Since January 16, 2007

FBI 1/7-cv-01525-14



Details of Examination:

The submitted HQQ005502 Addonics Diamond Cipher Hard Drive Kit specimen containing
the HQQO004751 Seagate 3TB hard drive was write protected, examined and the pertinent
questioned surveillance video recordings were analyzed. The submitted HQQ005502
specimen also contained the | |that allows playback of the b7E -1
questioned videos along with viewing of the channel properties for each camera recording.
The questioned surveillance recordings were examined using the| |
| land to critically review
the video that was recorded.

Selected images from the questioned surveillance recordings were electronically processed
and printed. Prepared from the questioned recordings were two sets of photographs and
charts along with a DVD-R containing the processed digital images and charts. The DVD-R
containing the processed digital images and charts from HQQO005502 was marked as “Results
1 (HQQO004767). A DVD-R containing a copy of the HQQO005502 digital images and charts
along with processing information was also created.

Opinions:

The| |camera isl |

| | This proprietary p7& -1
recording that is played through thq [software contai,us_[hr_l
IﬂWl date and time information and channel properties. The

camera is also synchronized with the |

camera and thd camera. Thel software has an
authenticate tool that when selected responds with “Authentication succeeded”.

No indication was found of editing or alteration of the content of the]
camera recording from HQQ005502.

Derivative Evidence/Copies:
Results 1 - One DVD-R of the processed digital images and charts (HQQ004767).
Two sets of eighteen prepared photographs and charts from the HQQO005502 video.
One DVD-R containing a copy of the HQQO005502 digital images and charts along with
processing information.

Disposition:

The submitted specimen, Results 1 and the prepared photographs and charts from
HQQO005502 were forwarded to your office under separate cover via FBI courier on August
18,2016. The DVD-R containing a copy of the HQQO005502 digital images and charts along
with processing information will be retained in the case file.

343G-WF-7464094
HQQ160803007 Al
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Examiner:

Operational Technology Division
Forensic Audio, Video and Image Analysis Unit
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FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10)

UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) Update/Meetings attended Date: 02/10/2017

From: WASHINGTON FIELD
WF-CR2
Contact:

b6 -1
b7C -1

Approved By: SSAl

Drafted By:I I

Case ID #: 343G-WF-7464094 (U) UNSUB (8);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015

Synopsis: (U) To provide updated information to the captioned case
file.

Full Investigation Initiated: 04/13/2016

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U) USAO Press Release/Lesin

Details:

The United States Attorney's Office District of Columbia (USAO-DC)
and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) have requested assistance
in the undetermined death investigation of Mikhail Lesin, former
Russian political figure, media executive, and an adviser to Vladimir

Putin, the President of Russia.

On Thursday, November 5, 2015, at approximately 11:32a.m.,
Lesin, with DOB: 07/11/1958, was found dead inside his hotel room, the
Dupont Circle Hotel located at 1500 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. After
an autopsy was performed, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

ruled that the cause of Lesin’s death was blunt force trauma.

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) Update/Meetings attended
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 02/10/2017

b6 -1,3
In April 2016, AUSA' Deputy Chief of the USAO-DC b7¢ -1,3

Homicide Unit, contacted SAl |and requested a preliminary review
of the Lesin investigation. SAl |began assisting AUSA[:::::::]
[:::::::]who was assigned the captioned case matter for the USARO.

on July 22, 2016, sA[___ ]assisted the USRO-DC and MPD with
seeking a forensic examination of the surveillance footage from the
Dupont Circle Hotel by the FBI's Forensic Audio, Video and Image
Analysis Unit (FAVIAU). It was requested that FAVIAU confirm wvideo
authenticity, enhance footage with time stamps provided, and provide

video still images of Lesin's head area.

On July 27, 201le, SA.[:::::::]and AUSA[:::::::] along with MPD, met

with Dr. Roger Mitchell Jr., Chief Medical Examiner, Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner - District of Columbia, to discuss the case and

autopsy results. b6 -1,3
b7C -1,3

On September 13, 2016, SAl | AUSA' I MPD, and the

USAO's Chief of the Homicide Unit,l |met again with Dr.

Mitchell to discuss the investigative findings.

Lesin's manner of death was originally ruled undetermined by the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. The investigation has now
revealed that Lesin's manner of death was accidental with acute ethanol
intoxication as a contributory cause of death. The investigation also
revealed that there was no evidence to indicate that Lesin died as a

result of homicide or criminal conduct by a third party.

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) Update/Meetings attended
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 02/10/2017

On October 28, 2016, the USAO and MPD released a statement to the
press/media stating the investigative findings. Attached hereto find

the pres release.

Investigation Into the Death of Mikhail Lesin Has Closed;

Manner of Death Determined an Accident

WASHINGTON - The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) and the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia, with
assistance from the FBI, have concluded a comprehensive
investigation into the death last year of Mikhail Lesin, a
Russian political figure, media executive, and adviser to
Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia. As a result of the
almost year-long investigation, the Chief Medical Examiner of the
District of Columbia has amended Mr. Lesin’s manner of death from
“undetermined” to “accident” with acute ethanol intoxication as a
contributory cause of death. The investigation has now been

closed.

Based on evidence gathered during the investigation, Mr. Lesin,
57, entered his room at the Dupont Circle Hotel for the final
time at about 10:48 a.m., on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, after
days of excessive consumption of alcohol. Based on the evidence,
including video footage and witness interviews, Mr. Lesin entered
his hotel room on the morning of Wednesday, November 4, 2015,

after days of excessive consumption of alcohol and sustained the

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) Update/Meetings attended
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 02/10/2017

injuries that resulted in his death while alone in his hotel
room. He was found dead late on Thursday morning, November 5,

2015.

After review of the video footage and new evidence developed from
the investigation, the Chief Medical Examiner has determined that
Mr. Lesin died as a result of blunt force injuries to his head,
with contributing causes being blunt force injuries of the neck,
torso, upper extremities, and lower extremities, which were

induced by falls, with acute ethanol intoxication.

¢

UNCLASSIFIED
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U.S. Department of Justice

Channing D. Phillips

United States Attorney for the
District of Columbia
Judiciary Center

555 Fourth St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For Information Contact:
Friday, October 28, 2016 Public Affairs

(202) 252-6933
httnAwww justice. goviusao/do/index umd

Investigation Into the Death of Mikhail Lesin Has Closed;
Manner of Death Determined an Accident

WASHINGTON - The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) and the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the District of Columbia, with assistance from the FBI, have concluded a
comprehensive investigation into the death last year of Mikhail Lesin, a Russian political figure,
media executive, and adviser to Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia. As a result of the almost
year-long investigation, the Chief Medical Examiner of the District of Columbia has amended
Mr. Lesin’s manner of death from “undetermined” to “accident” with acute ethanol intoxication
as a contributory cause of death. The investigation has now been closed.

Based on evidence gathered during the investigation, Mr. Lesin, 57, entered his room at
the Dupont Circle Hotel for the final time at about 10:48 a.m., on Wednesday, November 4,
2015, after days of excessive consumption of alcohol. Based on the evidence, including video
footage and witness interviews, Mr. Lesin entered his hotel room on the morning of Wednesday,
November 4, 2015, after days of excessive consumption of alcohol and sustained the injuries that
resulted in his death while alone in his hotel room. He was found dead late on Thursday
morning, November 5, 2015.

After review of the video footage and new evidence developed from the investigation,
the Chief Medical Examiner has determined that Mr. Lesin died as a result of blunt force injuries
to his head, with contributing causes being blunt force injuries of the neck, torso, upper
extremities, and lower extremities, which were induced by falls, with acute ethanol intoxication.

16-208
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UNCLASSIFIED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U) USAO briefs Russian Officials Date: 02/13/2017

From: WASHINGTON FIELD
WF-CR2
Contact:

b6 -1
b7C -1

Approved By: SSA|

Drafted By:l |

Case ID #: 343G-WF-7464094 (U) UNSUB (S);
Mikhail Lesin - Victim;
POLICE COOPERATION/MPD - HOMICIDE;
11/5/2015
Synopsis: (U) To provide updated information to the captioned case
file.

Full Investigation Initiated: 04/13/2016

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:

1. (U) Lesin PowerPoint presentation
2. (U) Lesin amended autopsy
Details:

SA[::::::::] of the Washington Field Office's (WFO) Violent Crimes bé -1,3
Task Force and AUSAI I of the United States Attorney's b7Cc -1,3
Office District of Columbia (USRO-DC) were requested to provide a

briefing to Russian Embassy Officials regarding the death investigation
of Mikhail Lesin, former Russian political figure, media executive, and

an adviser to Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia.

By way of background, on Thursday, November 5, 2015, at
approximately 11:32a.m., Lesin, with DOB: 07/11/1958, was found dead
inside his hotel room, the Dupont Circle Hotel located at 1500 New

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

Title: (U) USAO briefs Russian Officials
Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 02/13/2017

Hampshire Avenue, N.W. After an autopsy was performed, the Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner initially ruled that the cause of Lesin’s
death was undetermined due to blunt force trauma. At the conclusion of
an extensive investigation, an amended report was delivered by the
Office of the Medical Examiner in September 2016 ruling Lesin's manner
of death accidental with acute ethanol intoxication as a contributory
cause of death. The investigation revealed that there was no evidence
to indicate that Lesin died as a result of homicide or criminal conduct

by a third party.

On February 6, 2017, a briefing was held at the USAO with SA

' | 2usa[______] chief of USRO's Homicide Section, ausa[ ]

[:::::::] FBI Headquarters International Operations Eurasia Unit, A/SSA

|and MAPAI I Department of Justice's b6 -1.2.3

| and the sState Department's]| | Also in b7c -1,2,3

attendance, was the Russian Federation Ministry of Internal Affairs,

| | Department Representative to the U.S., Embassy of
Russian Federation andl |to the Embassy of
Russian Federation, located at 2650 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington,
D.C., with telephone number 202-298-5700.

The meeting provided detailed information and a timeline leading up
to the discovery of Lesin's body. Attached hereto in a digital 1A
envelope find the provided PowerPoint presentation and the amended

Lesin autopsy.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Re: 343G-WF-7464094, 02/13/2017
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S Government of the District of Columbia
- Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

AMENDED AUTOPSY REPORT

CASE NUMBER: 15-02663

NAME OF DECEDENT: MIKHAIL LESIN

AGE: 57 YEARS RACE: WHITE GENDER: MALE
DATE OF DEATH: NOVEMBER 5, 2015 AUTOPSY DATE: NOVEMBER 8, 2015

b6 -5
AUTOPSY PERFORMED BY: b7C -5

L. Blunt foroe injuries
A, Head

3. b6 -4
b7C -4

. b6 -4
&, b7C -4

B.

b6 -4
b7C -4

R4

8D I bé -4
b7C -4

3
R B
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15.02663

Page 2 of 10

MIKHANL LESIN
£ Upper extremitios b6 -4
1. b7C -4
2.
E. Lo eomiies
1.
i b6 -4
iy b7C -4
B.
V. Acufe Fthanol Infoxicafinn® (Ses NW* BT et .
A b6 -4
g' b7C -4
D,
1
2
b6 -4
V. b7C -4
Gﬁijﬁﬁ OF DEATH: BLUNT FORCE INJURIES OF THE HEAD
CONTRIBUTING '
CAUBES: BLUNT FORCE INJURIES OF THE NECK, TORSQ,
UPPER EXTREMITIES AND LOWER EXTREMITIES WITH
ACUTE ETHANOL INTOXICATION®
MANNER OF DEATH.  ACCIDENT®

‘Amendment Note: The law enforcement investigation was compleled resulling in the
amendment of both cause and manner of dosth, ‘
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15026883

Page 3of 100
MIKHAIL LESIN |
LABORATORY PROCEDURES
b6 -4
b7C -4
RADIOLOGY EXAMINATION
b6 -4
b7C -4
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION |
b6 -4
b7C -4
CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS
bé -4
b7C -4
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15-02683 . Page 4 of 10
MIKHAIL LESIN

BODY MARKINGS
b6 -4
.-3’ - b7C -4
2.
3.
4,
7 b6 -4
g b7C -4
3.
4,
EVIDENCE OF INJURY
Head and neck:
L Exterpal
' A
B
C b6 -4
D; b7c -4
.
H.
i.
4
K.
i
§M.
N
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15-02663 N
MIKHAIL LESIN age & of 10

. Subgaleal and soft tissus hemorrhaae:
A

o om

b6 -4
b7C -4

nom o

L @

Yoomes
<

TR e

it Intermnde

A IT | b6 -4

A p7C -4
2 .

¥, Nack:

8
G b6 -4
b7C -4

Torso:
. Externat
Al

b6 -4
b7C -4
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MIKHAIL LESIN Page 6 of 10

b6 -4
b7C -4

IOTMMO o

b6 -4
b7C -4

B0

. Intemndr

{\
b6 -4
b7C -4

Upper extremitiss;
L Extamnal;
A

8

N,

& b6 -4
b7C -4

ToHmmo
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15-026883 Page 7 of 10
MIKHAIL LESIN

i

b6 -4
b7C -4

AL Yo oz oz or

w0

i, §r}iemé .
A

b6 -4
b7C -4

Lowsr extramities:
I, Extemnal:
Al

b6 -4
b7C -4
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15-02663 Page 8 of 10
MIKHAIL LESIN 4

]
£, .
Q.
b6 -4
R b7C -4
8.
T.
U.
V.
W
X,
Y.
Z.
AL
B
NOTE: The abovs injuries are nat repeated again in the "Internal Examination” section
bealow. '
INTERNAL EXAMINATION
b6 -4
b7C -4
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15-02683 - ' | | ~.
MIKHAIL LESIN - Page 8 of 10

RESPIRATORY systen]
b6 -4
b7C -4
HEPATORILIARY SYSTEM: |
be -4
b7C -4
GASTROINTESTINAL 8YsTEM: | |
" bé -4
b7C -4
HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM:
b6 -4
—‘ b7C -4
GENITOURINARY SYSTEM: | |
b6> ;4
b7C -4
ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:|
b6 -4
b7C -4
MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM: | |
bé -4
b7C -4
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15.02663 | ‘ © Page 10 0f 10
MIKHAIL LESIN

NECK:|

bé -4
b7C -4
HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOI S sveTeia | I
b6 -4
b7C -4
SPECIMENS
b6e -4
b7C -4

TOXICOLOGIC EXAMINATION
See toxicology report,

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION

b6 -4
Livar At | b7C -4
AMENDED BY:
S ‘“%S\N%’\ - )iz lig
Roger A, Mitchefl, Jr. MDY Date Signed

Chief Medical Ei‘xammef
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Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
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Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
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Rt Government of the District of Columbia

© TN Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Report of Anthropology Consultation

CASE NUMBER: 15402883

NAME OF DECEDENT: MIKHAIL LESIN

AGE: 57 YEARS RACE: WHITE GENDER: MALE
DATE OF DEATH: NOVEMRER 5, 2015

EXAMINATION DATE: NOVEMBER 19, 2015

PATHOLOGIST:

b6 -4,5
b7C -4,5

ANTHROPOLOGIST:
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" age 2 of 2
MECHAIL LESIN Page2of2
b6 -4
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T Date Signed b7C -5

Forensic Anthropologist
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