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ND-34

WDB:djW
40-35600
Qatober 11, 1943

~TO: VISA DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE ‘ . _f}> ;

In connection with the below entitled visa applicant case the files of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation reflect the following information.

=

Very truly yours,
- T CORFIDEN®EAL— - ' 1 tL o o

John Edgar Hoover

L Director
S
58??&!!5321& REPORT TITLE: AHBRECQINUEBJ LUCIR JBANEE SINORR~-
_ Visa Applicants : :
LTTEITIOﬂl MR, TRAVERS MICHAEL WHITHEY STRAJONT; BEATRICE W.
s »- | - STRATOHT--Sponsers |

PASSPORTS AND VISAS-

HICHAEL WHITNEY STRATGHT
1724 T Street, N. ¥.
Hashkington, D. C.
Sponsor

, Reference i» aade to your letter of Qotober 15, 19 ym refarence
- VP 811,111 Singer, Andrs, in which you regquest to be cﬁvind‘?’npen the comple~
~ tion of owr investigstion of Michsel Wnitney Straight, spoasor in instant aams,

Our imvestigation of this individual has been GIMMM
_the subject entered the srmed Forces of the United States in the Air Porce
Eolisted Reserve Corps. . ‘ .

sV
256070 ;‘[}, o

RECORDED\ 4 ) -
CEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .
it 1 0CT 13 1943 . 5 9/ A
e | | 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | & Yoy
fo g P | _ _.\ W o
x FUaRaAl Y INFESTIGATION | . /»,‘:‘%}x *’\
ENT OF JUSTiL: § Ar-639 suppl. L \QS&Q
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DECIAS2 v raT ol AVTHOEITY DERIVED PR T T T \\\\. —
FHT AUTORLTIC DECLAESTEICATION oo - - e A

DATE ns-05-"n1s , - A .
desasnTi , . Y

PERSONAL ATTE_ _or — »
... SAC, NEW YORK . 12/18/87 /

/) LA '
ﬂs&c & [ f,% DIRECTOR, FBI -
!

P 42443 N
, 4 ) ;‘3- 4 R
¢ M | 2 '

7 ﬁ&" Flease have a fully qualified experienced bpecial Agent pemenauy
_ﬁf/ deliver the attached material to Honorable HerbertHoover, Apartment 81-4,
,n /“5‘? The Waldori-Astoria Towers, 50th and Park Avenue, New York.

Mr. Hoover should bas advised that this completes the check of

. 5 the seventy-eight names he submitted. Please advise the Bureau when this

} ﬁ;’é has been done. You should algo extend my very best wishes and kind mg&rd&
1¢ ,»5‘?’ to Mr. Hoover.

Ltqtg

. ERC:DMG .,
r’» ’ﬁé (4) - e v
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RECORC S - 82
KA L

[ Toleon
Nichols
Boordman .

Belmont
Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
" Tamm
Trotter

Winterrowd _. : ' !
Tele. Room .
Hollbmgn
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DECIZEETPICATTON AUTHDETYY DERTYED spemg. ———— 7 7 T 7 R et WA Coy
BRI BUMRATIC DECLRSSTETICATION ouine N 'F IR e L 34

Late Oo-14-0015 BB 88T1. o L
| o B G Y
B, £ NS ' [
i ) 3 2ER ) . .’1‘ )

. . RN . N ."—J

. I-original . .

+ Jeyellow <. o ¢ )
1-Liaison Section ~ ..

 1-¥r. ‘Huelskamp - - .-~ L
decopies . . T LU

: “D‘EC 18,1857 ¢ -
. .

ICHAES FRITHEY STRAIGET - <IWI i / ST

 Edttor, "New Republic” G

woa n Ty TR EHRAR e PR . o i
. o . ‘L S . |

© Miohcel Ih$tney Straight wes born..on. Septenber:ly -\t
LQ;g&m;§¢Sau$%a@ptaawaﬂhw;?@rﬁ«‘ During the;period‘zgsz‘to'IQSB, o
he atiended the London School of Economies and Cambridge - 1 . -
 Universtty, both in England. - In 1938, he returned to the i
© ' Ungted States ond held pbsitions in the Depariment of Stote B
- and the Department of the Interior. He resigned from'aovern@ént'
. gervice tn 1941 and beceme the Washingion corregpondent for the
Niew Republie.” In June, 1943, he becanme aditor of the abovel: '
magazine:: Ur. Straight\aerved,inﬁ%hs‘Ehited~5tatea:ﬁrmy14!r'ﬁ
. Force from 19483 to 1948. (100-61929-49) ' . o ,X“,
" Allegedly, whilé atténding Combridge Untversity, 4y /L.
. Miohael Straight was a supporter of the Comnunist.Perty¥n .
 Englaend, was in eontaect and.as&Qéiatad-with1individuals cottve: . -
in the Communist Pardy youth movement‘at.Cbmerdge‘Uniuersttyjﬁ' :
and made several trips to the UsS.S.E. An associate during 1.
that period desortbed Michael Straight 6s G "M ideral” and |
advised. that in hte opinion Stralght was not a member of the I
. Communist FParty or under Communtat Party discipline while at »\f
' Cambridge Universitye. . (100-414712-2)" I it

3

‘ : In the post, Michael Straight has acted as a«sponaor};
specker, or has participated in activities of organizations . |
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuont

- to Brecutive Order 10450, such ag the Americen Peace Mobilization,
the North American Spanish Ald Committee, the Veshington Bookshpp

p Association, and the Commitiee for a Demoecratic Far Eastern Ly
.. Policy. Mr. Stroight has also had gimilar associctions with .
\  _organizetions cited by national ﬁrrstate‘legislative‘committees$@j
- such as the American Committes in Atd of Chinese Industrial .
Cooperatives and the Institute of Peetfic Relations. (100-61929+43;
(62-36202-58) R e I A
In October, 1946, Mr. Stratght hired Henry Hollace . b
as the editor of "New Republic.” He opposed Wallace's thirdé~xg@

&

b
sk
. “ ol

g
‘c

arty movement and particulerly Wellaoce's acceptonee of communigt .

. J_support. Wallace resigned from the "New Republie" in April,

—— ORIGINAL TO HERBERT HOOEEZR, SR.'.

WD T AR AT
(3 7/ /ﬁ L

B.L; HUELSKAMP :nck., 8)
¢ BT - Y TIV I §

S 5 E R (),;“ L5 “ \
a\ BENCLQSUR(E"f L 114995
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, L Wy 1945, Michoel Straight wes active in the . -
Sl ot A8 early 0Noieoqn Veterons Committee, - The November 98,
vha?ﬁ§?§?§3§44f‘th?ﬂ4%% ,cdg0‘Daily News, " Chicago, Il1ltnots, .
7‘¥F49’1$36“e of 1“’“’v”‘f""”---’samn’mm:.an?"*j'c:fr,cns;:s'werc—‘z tn control of the

_reported that the antiok oo gng ‘that Michael Straight hod. led
- Americen Veterans Commi ‘ T

. -the "right wing” forces \to vietc:ry. ) (100,‘5_—1939} S

E TN 3953, issue of the "Times-Herald,”
o Thetﬂzpe@bgragked that Michael Straight, president of
- ?FakingtOnﬂ_g':WgétZEP-FPgndatton, was questioned before & -
the Uilliam;i;t e'qfxghe Nnited States House of Representatives
gpecial committes of TC Mundosions. Acoording.to the article,y
-_mvestigat ng Lo +ioned concerning $19,000 in-grants by the " .
M!’* '3‘5”3‘9htn‘gg§¥gﬁ: nade 1% OTgonizations "cited as subversive
| ?W“;ﬁgééigsgv }rdnté¢ “Straig(it contended that none of these
‘gT gnizottons was known to be @ Compunist front at th?eﬁiﬁé "
| éignﬁs wore given and said thefy ut off when 80 =
(100-365355-4) 7. on article entitlel n 4% \ght Tay to Bead
. d“h u'ﬁism"li’;n the "New RapublicRy ai'g;d oy 1, ,19503 Hw’t‘ﬁgier
L ‘zﬁi he stated: "Ultimate CIMSIR aopy (5 r‘&-te,rmgvms\o‘;" are in
g@-segarated, and -in the cuaseé Q"roafuntsts‘gnd'dige;g 8 The
B&sidPCOnflief., Nor areitherﬁwghﬁ, and bad,0g7mf§¢3n~&nei '
Comnmuntst Party eoruttid-Ppound for SUSVETL T sctence
" eapionage. Fhoever josns 1%, etkner through gub Tl o rec?
P dealism, ends by losing all Slonscience and all 3deatfrt -

3 A . ‘ a8 sfla .
00-61929-51) . 5. Michael Straight was 1tsted as o 8IgNeT BJA .
petition fil 22§23ty’xor Smith Ack vietimg"which wes sent_to.fhg'

ﬁ‘gvesiden'bo (1007.392047?11'7.) : . , - : :
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DLREGTOR, FBI January 9, 195

GUY HOTTEL, ©GAC, WACHINGTON FTIELD

UNKNOWN SUBJECT was. ALES /
(sovrE) o (-~
ESPIOMAGT - I}

(Bufile 65-59567)

Debulets to ¥achington Ficld Office dated July 7, 1950, and
Kovember 25, 1950,

In referencgd letter of July 7, 1950, the Bureau advised
furnished information that it was reported that for the last few years
(prior to 1945) AT7S had been working with FIELD, who was in contact with
other members of the group. 7This letter further pointed out that the FTIULD
mentioned could possibly be MNEL FILL ' and that YOEL I'TTID had beén abroad,
first with the League of Nations and subsequently -vith the Unitarian forvice
Comnittee most of the time since 1937.

On April 11, 1950, *ir. FOR;.“;”T TAVIC wms interviewed by Opecial
Agent “EYVOR D PHLLLTPS at his repidence, 2346 Massachusetts Avenue U.7.,
Vashington, D.C. in comnaction with pnother investiration. At this ti-e
Yr. DAVIS stabed that #3ILL B LLITIW had advised him thabt vwhen he was our
armbassador ab Paris, Irance about 1939 the premier of lrance (*fr. DAVIS
could not receall the premier!s name)|had advised him (!'r. BULLITT) that
the Terartment of State had two brotHers named HICS who were soviet arenbs.
Mr, DAVIS stated that Jr. BULLITT haq advised him the premier had advised
that this information had come to hig attention in connection with a report
of the French Surete. ZThe above information was set out om pare 22 and 23
of the report of Special Agent WO'ARD) FLETCHER, JR. =ade ab Vashington
Field on October 28, 1950 in this case. DBureau referenced letter of
November 25, 1950, pointed out that !r. “TLLIAY BULLITT was interviewed and
that the results were set out in the report of Speeial Agent I ANICIS N,
0t"RITN dated October 7, 1949 at Boston entitled %7, TAVID “HITTAKTR CHArES,
wag.3 Perjury; ispionage - B3 Internal Jecurity - R." At the time of this
interview as set out in the above referred to report, Mr. BULLITT did not
set out the source of the information he had received reparding the HISS
brothers., "r. BULLI®T 46id approximate the time that he was furnished this
inforrpation as beins around 1939. The New York Times of December [28, 19L9
on parie 18, colusn 2, carried an article pertaining to the second’ ALGLR
HISS brial., This article reported that on Necember 27 ALGR HISY had
identificd a friendly letter that he had written on May 7, 19);8 bo POEL
FTELD who had teen icentified earlier in the HIOT Perjury trial as a leader

I KIN L 1> PRSI 11, JELS, O l
P A | tﬁ M_ - -
. _ e Yew York \ N k o S A ; .
- 1 v~ ' IRV R
HFsplb . ' - o
o ' - iy S’
(5-5533 e 7 oS
- Lo . S - e e — -

\ ; 114997
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Ltr. to Director January 9, 1950
RE: UNKNOYN SUBJLCT was. ALES

(cOVE)

ESPIOHACE - R

m7ith all besh wishes to you and Merta.

"Ever sincerely yours,

s/ Alcer Fiss."
/

This article in the Times also related that the Miss letter
suggested that 'or. FIDLD write bo IMICHATL STMIGH'}?*'Ff the Wew Republic,

The Burcau is rorucsbtod, throush its established sources in
Paris, France, to determine if the Prerch Curets have any lalormation in
add:.’oion to thal in their f£ilss which would prove tbat ALGER TIDS or ihe
FEIES brothers® wers conrected with soviet agenbs ih that counbry ard espscially
to secure cny information which would show that the T~ ES were in conbect
with YOPL FIELD during ths few years prior to 19L5.

The Purcan ig 2lso requested to authorize the Hew York Orvice to
interview “ro, FRAPTRICK A. TURHLICK, L6 Walworth iwvemue, Ccarsdale, lew
York, ¥io is the former wife of LATF?"“JPT’ TUGGAY. Then Mrs. '"UTHLIMK was
interviewsd on Qetober 2k, 1950 in connection with ths case entitled
WURNKNO™H ST vms. Al, Albert (SOVi); splonase - R", she advised thab
she and LAURENCD TOGCAN, hsr former husband, and the FITLDS were very
closely acqrmmted in 1933 when they lived :Ln the sazme housc in “ashing-
ton, D.C. It is folb that irasmuch as lirs. JABNIICK was Tormerly clo..ely

ssocinbed with the F7 DS and that . 1D ‘L FIELY had uwsed LAUTELTE TUCCAN
in 1948 as a means throvsh which Ho reach ALY MIS™ thab cho csuld
possibly furnigh wrluable information in proving or di "proﬂm, the fact
that ALGIR HTES and possibly his orothar, PIMLLD WI%, were in conbtact
with [OFL WI‘LD in the years preceding 19415 whon NOE FL<ID was in Luropa.
Then such intorview has ke n authorized, the llew York Yifice is raqueshed
to interview lrs. "JICHLTCK to establish the degroe of associabion or
communication babmoen ALGTR HISS and 10IL TFLELD afber he wenb overscas
aromd 1937, :

-3 - 114998
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Ltr. to Director Jannary 9, 1950
Riis WKIO'R! eH0JTCT was. AN

(coviin)

TEPIONACY = T2

"ith 31 bosh Ashes do you and Hexbne

thver slncersely yours,

s/ Alger Piss.®

This article in the Tines slso volabed thab tha Tiss latier
sugroeted that "re TTTLD weite bo YICIACL STAMLCTT of bhs “ew Republie.

Tho Burcan is re~ucctod, throvrh iis ectablished sources in
Parls, Trance, to ceterire i3 the Trerch furete have ary informetion in
afdition to i1hat iw thedr filos whdch vould pxove thoh LLETD WISS or “the
TIED brotharg? coro eonnzsctod vith soviet cronts in that coundry ¢ copce ally
to secure any inforoutlon which wouldd chowr thel the T °F3 pere in contast
with YL UIULS durdlns, the foo years prior o 19LE,

Tha Dvmenu is also requostod to awvitoriza $ho o Yorlt aifice to
Interview "ro, TPOTTRICK A, "UTHLICK, L6 Valworth verus, Cearslele, Yew
York, win is the former wife of JAU T 7 TJ300VN  Thon Urge UTHLICL mas
interviewed or Qatehor 24, 1950 in conrecticn with ihes cus: eniiiled
BEIKIOTI DT vase AL, Albart (W) Osplonere = I, she advised thad
she and LWRZNT S TUGCAY, her formcr huasboand, ond the ZITLDT vere very
ctosely acnuainted in 1933 when they lived in tho ssme house in “ashins-
ton, D.C. I is feld that ivasmuch as Mrs. "TMILICH was formerly closaly
acsoeclated wdbh the 7 LTS and that “r. TO0L TT7LD had need TANT T BTOAY
in 1548 as o roapg Sheourh vhich bto rewch FIATR TTET thab gho enald
poswibly furpdich wolashle Indormabion in provie: o Jlaprovirs the faoh
that rLOTR MTCT and posalbly Wis orolker, IN' 7210 VI°%, sar 4n contach
with SI5L FIOAD im tho yoors proceding 1948 whan L07L TITID rmis in Turoana,
vhen such interview has b2 n nuthorizod, tha Ve Joris O0fice is roquachod
to lnterview 'ra. WNVIEICs to estublish the dor e of ~suscl.blon or
ccmmunicabion botutn ALOTR HISD and (UL TEDLD fbor J wondk ovors.as
aroind 1937,

114999
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| - fhe information dated 9 starts orr
nimown azasm relating to the ﬂ% m;r {

. Hot much ean be gloanod from this fragme

sther 1t suggests tire poasibility f:ha% a mm

, axwmmmm'ﬁ intelilgence work and the CP. In

YFD letter duted ?ﬁ/% ‘the mnnﬁ was pointed out that
- the relationship betws Hay pméuataﬁ on .
his resruitment and mx*&ezm through the CP Apporatum,
HICHARL STRAIGHT wan ﬁwwmmmﬁttmstmw
mmm and opevation,

The information Mleﬁsﬁm# DA w%ume&
Aroy €0 Wm at %s‘«zﬂ» z;eg c»r 1@43

hough tﬁm m a mﬂz&&iﬁy m m wag
rrm the ey in early 1585, no sueh conelusion
1ed on tha am&a&le faets, and DAR emalﬁ have
tned in the Army aftor his weturn to bashing

E & ttm*mm wmxmmam
,-, mwmmmm mm
m@sm sakm -
‘ mmtmmuQquw

had previ been in Vsshington, D.O.
. rotuoned mﬁ;i-'r%
. epneerning the agreemsy mmv e
‘ '~_;a£’-£mt ]

on W
mmatm sition mmieﬁinw
e B e S

& &
type of infermstion, %e&mm,%ismmm@m




t t&iﬂ atm ml m that the
intelligeonee MWS.m from DAN in

he haé ggreed to furaizh similar information
ant. -In other words; that the NIB would
mmw wmm from DAN mne

had
: m 11/24 ad
However, various imea
he :mrm as a pllot
,_ ; ém not appear that
Jischavy ~ Foree in early 1945, |
:113 have served &w ynat until mlr 1948,
: grm-m m.m b1y
pBe 8, POSS
_ mnalmmﬁthmmtm Forge, This
- appears to be & distinct poasibility sinee 1% umm he
© had impertant contacts in both England ang 1 us Thi=
will become guite elear in mim uhish 11 bc whmamtly
set out eoneeraning hic brother, ¥ “1_‘ WILLARN STRAIGEY, and ._
» : A £ Mz ,i»sf!'
othia yrolvement
t he may pot have ,
done a0, has told as of his esplems pe contseta wta the
- aubumm of 1982, or mw before he entered the AAP, He
mmtioned no eepiont wsmfammiamm. e
stated that in 1986, sfter lavm the Alr . he mma

'_ezms to have told th%e ‘Individuals that he ‘M~Mw
and WnE letely diniilusiened nth the Copemmnist mat
Be advised both MLONF and BURGES] were hostile wnd tense
.nuw&mmmmm Seviet
ammwmmsmmwmmuamm




was ook the

L [ sz g M l ol '




Y 05-16090

metins was to take nlasw, alsa, there 12 a pczsibuiey that
o % it Eﬁ ?ii cal t o plmghggr tﬁ&mm

yery Bt ¢ Asmume a
t;e*;m mzm and the »asgk agents ILUND and DURGESS was

uwrrtituted. The original suggestionsz fo senfding ALAN with

, presumably to the meet, appears fo have been a highly
wgmz procedure fur ths NGB, However, it alght be understandsd
Top m«- t0 resoswaens *‘aavm BLUNT, or pozslibly BURARSS,
% - STRAIGHT to the proposed mocting, I iz, thmfm
soneslivadle that ALal could be 1dentical with BLUNY or B

Previous eosunsidergtion has beon given Lo the gaaaibﬁity

thg nentioned on 715/ fdcntisnl with * aantionad
s tnformation #stod & 25 3. Eowcver, by S ettar daced

o6, the Buresu advised that the zourge had come to beliews
**%s&t the word “DAYY 1x the information dated 6/24/33, 41d not
refer 0 an Individusy, but eather to scwthing conecerning

& characteristic of an hzvp}.m. ¥hllis honoring the aarees
belief, 4t should de nciad that the informstion dated 6/24/43,
may take on added simwemﬂm 1 MICHASL STRAJOHT is oconsldercd
& suspees, The 1943 information eoncernad the development

and lon of aireralt in the US and "mglande aAn ,
mintelligible referenzs L2 "DAN® was ixmé ately followed

by a desaription of thoe mglish Merlin {Rolls Reyee) engine,

In éxder to ¢ast this matter in itz true mspeztiw,
ihe foll informetion 1s belng set o concerning ¢
STRAIGEY ly. In {he first plaee, :itz.aaas.mmmtmé
mrmmm famdily which has roots in hoth the U3 and Mam.
BICHAZL's mother waes 2 sister of HARRY PAYME WHITNEY and
a millionaivess in her own vight., Hsr fizat busband,
YILLARD STRAIGHY, dled curing ¥World Wer I. They had three
ehildren, WHITHEY $1..R0 & waz porm in 1912, KICHALL
WIITTHEY STRATORT in 1510, and BRATRICZ STRAIGHT COCKSON
date of birth imimown, A | 3
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TO: SAC,
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{3 Anchorage 1 Jackson Omaha {1 Quantico
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RE:
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(SOVME) :
ESP-R

M‘or fnformation
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] optional

or appropriate
action

{Z3 surep, by

[ The enclosed is for your information. If used in « future report, {_J conceal -
all sources, [} paraphrase contents.

{1 Enclosed are corrected pages {rom report of SA

dated
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UNIQD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION *

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 |
File No. St. Louis, Missouri 63177

August 1, 1968

-

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

A review of the file of Michael Whitney Straight, Army Serial
Numbers 13 105 244 and 0-825 321, at the Military Personnel Records
Center; St. Louis, Missouri, indicates that on November 24, 1942, he
. nlisted in the United States Army Air Corps, Enlisted Réserve Corps,
t Washington, D.C. He called to and reported for active duty for
" training on February 2,51943,?at washington, D,C., He received an

0\1 honorable discharge on 1, 1944, as an Aviation Cadet at Columbus, i
¥A Jﬁzuississippi, by reason to accept a command. o : '
T‘KVZLﬁ He received an appointment as a Second Lieutenant and re-

ported for active duty on March 12, 1944, at Columbis, Mississippi. He
was relieved from active duty on October 28, 1945, at Randolph Field, |
Texas. o |

The records indicated he was in a terminal leave and/or
travel time duty status from September 20, 1945 to October 28, 1945.

) He received an appointment as a Second Lieutéﬁant on
> . September 21, 1945, in the United States Army officer's Reserve
; Corps at Randolph Field, Texas, and served in an inactive status until
April 1, 1953, at which time his appointment was termipated by reason
of declination of an indefinite tern. T :

The following base unit assignments were néted:
washington, D.C, (February 2, 1943) -
AAFTTC, Miami, Florida (February 4, 1943 - March 7, 1943)
Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio (March 9,"1943 - May 15, 1943)°
Nashville Army Air Center, Nashville, Tennessee
(May 16, 1943 - July 1, 1943) e
AAFSETC, Maxwell Field, Alabama (July 2, 1943 -
August 30, 1943) ’ -
AAFTD, Albany, Georgia (August 31, 1943 - November 3, 1943)
AAFBFS, Greenwood, Mississippi (November 4, 1943 -
January 16, 1944) o
Columbus '‘Army Air Field, Columbus, Mississippi
(January 16, 1944 - March 11, 1944)
Gunter Field, Montgomery, Alabama (March 15, 194
October 8, 1944) SEARCHED worc™




Michael Whitney Straight

Bryan, Texas (October 9, 1944 - November 13, 1944)
Lincoln Army Air Field, Lincoln, Nebraska

(November 24, 1944 - March 17, 1945)

(Temporary duty for training at Lockbourne Army

Air Base, Columbus, Ohio January 15, 1945 -

March 17, 1945)
Army Air Base, Rapid City, South Dakota (March 18,

1945 - June 30, 1845 and July 1, 1945 - July 25, 1945)
Randolph Field, Texas (July 25, 1945 - September 20,

1945).

It is noted that the above are base units to which he
was assigned; that his occupation was listed as a pilot with over
1000 flying hours in single, two and four enginc ships; and that
the exact dates and locations of the flights wcre not shown.

The record contains letters of recommendation regarding
his acceptance as an Aviation Cadet in the United States Army Air
Corps from the following:

Abe Fortas, Under Secretary, United States Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., dated October 21, 1942.

¥m. S. Youngman, Jr., President, China Defense Supplies,
Incorporated, 1601 V Street, North West, Washington, D.C., dated
October 17, 1942,

Frank Ross McCoy, Major General, United States Army
Retired, President of Foreign Policy Association, Inéorporated,
22 Fast 38th Street, New York, dated October 9, 1942.

The following additional descriptive and background in-
fprmation is contained in the record:

Date and place of birth September 1, 1916, Southhampton,
' Long Island, New York
Education Cambridge University, Cambridge,
England (1934-1937);
London School of Econonics,
London, England (1934).
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Michael Whitney Straight

Civilian Employments

Civilian Occupations

Sports

Hobbies

Special Accomplishment

Addresses

Relatives Wife
Son
Sister
Brother
Mother

Foreign Languages

Department of State, Washington,
D.C. (January 1, 1938 -

March 9, 1939 and September
28, 1940 - February 28, 1941);

Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C. (March,

1939 - September, 1940);

Editorial Publications Incor-
porated, Publishers, New York
City, New York: (March, 1941 -
February, 1943).

Economist and Journalist

Skiing

Sailing

Author: 'make this the last war"
(H. Brace 1943)

Box 268 B, Route 3, Alexandria,
Virginia (1942);

Applegreen Old Westburn, Long
Island, New York (1952);

Box 541, Route 6, Alexandria,
Virginia (1952).

Belinda Booth (Crompton)
Straight,

David Willard Strnight 721
South Gulf Stream Avenue,
Sarasota, Florida (March,
1944) and Applegreen 01d
Westbury, Long Island, New
York (Sc¢ptember, 1945);

Beatrice W. Straight Dolivet
0ld Westbury, Long Island,
New York (1942);

Whitney Willard Straight

Dorothy Whitney Elmhlrst
Dartington Hall Totnes.
England (November, 1943).

French - read, write, speak,
understand - excellent;

Russian and German - read,
write, speak, understand -
fair.
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Michael Whitney Straight

Foreign Travel

Organizations

Photograph

4%

England (1926-1927), residence
and education;

Almost all of Europe (1927-
1937), travel and conferences;

India and Far East (1931),
travel; ’

Africa (1937-1937) travel and
racing (auto); }

Canada, USSR (1926-~1938 and
1942), travel.

Vice Chairman and Director,
Fight for Freedom Incorpor-
ated, Handling 60 volunteer
workers, collecting funds,
etc. (1941).

Available upon request, exact
date taken unknown
(probably February, 1944).
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DIRECTOR, FBI o 8/1/88
SAC, ST, LOUIS (65-2523)  RUC

UNSUB; aka
Dan
{SOVME)
ESP-R

RE MICHAEL WHYITNEY STRAIGHT
MISC - IC
ESP - RUSSIA

Re Bulet dated B/G/Cl and 7/9/68,

Athehodmhnmmamrwtummm

" two copies each to New York and Washington Field captiomed

"MICTAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT" regardiag infermatioa comcerning

_mmrrum-.d:mammoeu-nntmm

4 ~ Buresu (Eac. 16) ﬂ
(3 - 65-61067)
(3 ~ 100-619”)
2~ (Porsonal Atta: 3AC) (Ene. 2) RN
~ 65~16000) |
(1 - 190-17747)
2 ~ WFO_(Persczmal Atta: SAC) (Ene. 2) X

(1 ~ 65-35323) ‘ L T
(1 - 100-21108) = RN A
RIH:mck

(10)




8/8/68

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-61067)

SAC, NEW YORE (65-16090) (P)

UNSUB; aln Dan
(SOVHE)
. ESP-R

ReSLlet, 8/1/68, and Bulet, T7/29/63.

A review of the military record ¢f MICHAEL STRAIGHT
reflects that from 11/2%/44 to 9/20/45, he vas assigned to
vardous Army Alr Force bases in Nebraslka, COhio, South Dakota,
and Texas. There is no indication that he was in Washingbton,
DCs; in early 1945, He 1as not relleved fron active

/28/U5, and ag of 9/20/45, five doys after

information dated 9/15/45, he completed hi ea
2% Randolph Fileld, Texas, prior to going on terminal leave
and/or travel time duby status. Pased on the most logieal
interpretation of naterial, it does not
appear that MICHAEL STRAOLCHAT 1s idenbical with the subject.

ReBulet sugnests YOUIS DOLIVER as & possible suspeet
for the subject, A reviciy of NY filleg reflrets that ILOUIS

. DOLIVET served in the US frmy from.10/8/43 to 11/23/43.

There 1s no indication that he served in tac US Army in

1oh4.l5, In addition, lis service in the firmy was of such

short duration that thero lould appear ko be little reason

for the MGB to comment nbout it. Vhile Lo ig known to have

been in Washirvgton, DO, onx 1/11/45, he was residing in WY at
that time. It appears that DOLIVET had gone to Washington,

D, for the purposc of contacting the Stnte Department regardinz
g visa and algo, possibly, to see the French Ambassador, There
ig also no indication in Y0 £iles that DOLIVET had lived in
Yashington, DC, prior te 1945, Vhile it 42 true that DOLIVED

"y s

o ) e1a (65-6216) (mFo) (R} |
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NY 65-16090

contemplated attendin%; the General Asgenbly of the UNO in
Iondon in January, 1946, there is nothing in NYO files
reflecting that he sctually made the twip. Thz information
concerning the proposcd Lrip was received on 12/26/45, and
there is no indleation Thot DOLIVET had contemplated making
the trip as early as 9/15/45.

The foregoing indicates that on the basls of
available information, IOUIS DOLIVET comnob be considered
28 a pood suspeet for vhe subject. Houovers, 1t is interesting
to note that he was puspseted by the Fronch of having acted
28 3 British double arenf in the US, aud of having worked
forr | in b7D
NYC. DOLLVET is alol lmown o have had contacts WiTth Impor-
tant personages in the US and England. He was a particularly
close friend of PHILIP IIOEL BAK ER who served as British
Minister of State from 1245 to 1946, and as British Secretary
of State for Alr in 1946,
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TO

L

SUBJECT:

i\
OPTIONAL FORM NOL 10 . .
ﬁjm(u CFR) 1014116 B

.. »»~UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, New York (65-16090) DATE: August 20, 1968

Director, FBI (65-61067) .

UNSUB; aka Dan
(SOVME)
ESP - R

Reurlet 8/8/68.

The Bureau appreciates the analysis prepared by your
office and, set. forth in referenced letter of the possibility
that Louis Dolivet might be identical with the unknown subject.,
From this analysis, it appears unlikely that Dolivet could be
identical with the unknown subject. 1In addition, the military
record of Michael Straight tends to eliminate him as a possi-
bility for the unknown subject, aka Dan,

In your letter dated 7/12/68, you also discussed
that Whitney Straight, brother of Michael Straight, might have
been involved in Soviet espionage. You should advise if the
files of your office contain any further information on Whitney
Straight which might be of interest to this case,

WFO should submit its analysis of the possibility
of Dolivet being identical with the unknown subject along with
the results of the investigation requested by the New York
Office in its letter dated July 12, 1968,

2 - WFO (65-6216)

-

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

=Ny



SAC, New York {(65~16090) August 20, 1968

Director, FBX (65-61867 )

UNSUR; aka Dan
{(sovuR)
B8P - R

Reurlet 3/8/68.

The Bureau apprecistes the analysis prepared by your
office and set forth in referenced lettexr of the possibility
that Iouis Dolivet might be identical with the unknown subject.
From this analysis, it appears unlikely that Dolivet could be
identlcal with the unknown subject. In addition, the military
recoxrd of Michaol Straight tends to eliminate him as 2 possie
bility for the unknown subject, aka Dan. -

In your letter dated 7/12/68, yon niso discussed
that Whitney Straight, brother of Michael Straight, might have
been involved in Soviet espionage. You should advise if the
files of your office contain any further information on Whitney
Straight which might be of interest to this case, :

) WFO should submit its analysis of the possibility
of Dolivet being identical with the unknown subject along with
the xosults of the investigation requested by the New York
Office in its letter dated July 12, 1968.

2 = UFO (05~6216)

LE— Mo(o—é’@’

. ,.*.RGHED,....%_INDEXED

§-JifLIZED &2 _FILED {
im0 1968
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x

ODECLASSIFICATION AOTHOEITY DERTVED wmie

2Bl LUMEBTLL DECLASSTIFIUAT IO GUINE
LATE 0B-05-2015

L B\ MAT:hiE

pmecror, r((65-61067) s " 8/20/68

sA¢, wro ((65-6216) (vaﬂ }lg( 0

UNSUB; aka

DAN— -
SOVME

ESP-R

Ao

Re Bureau letters 6/6/68, and 7/29/68, New York
lotters 7/12/68, ond 8/8/68, and Saint Louis letter §/1/68.

This case was respened on the basis of
suggestion that MICHARIL VHITNEY STRAIGHT might ba tical
with unknovm subject DAY, although no £zcts were given by
the Agency to support thiz proposal -0

Rovicw of all refevences to MICHAEL STRATCHT iv

WFO £ailed to disclose any persuasive points of identification,

THe Saint Iouls letter cuklining the military service wecord
of MICHARY, STRAIGET sppedrs to eliminate this suspect com-
pletely.

ith regard to FVETINEY WILLARD STRAIGHT, it is
felt the yehsoning sek forth In suggesting him as a suspect
is too temous o justify any investigation, Uothing factual

was found in W0 references weviewed to qualify WHITNEY STRAIGHT

as a lozical suspect for AN, and it is not belleved he should

_ be g0 considered on the bazsisg of projected conclumions based

oy presumed or possible premises, -1

Tn the same context, it iz deemed sheer speculation
that the intelligence furnished by DAY involved the atomic
‘borb, and it is almost inconceivable that MICHARL SIRAIGHT vas
‘the Soures if this were true, The participation ©f STRAIGHTH

2_« Bureau ~ .
& - Yew York[(65-16090) (RH?]Mw; psr407d 2T L

2 « 170 SEARCHED. NDEXED
(1 - 1&0,354&) (mmﬂ) SERIALIZEEiFHLED
“\ALR2 11968 .

>

FBI—NEW YQRK, . /] P

6
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DECLASSTF ICATIOH AN HURITY DERIVEL FRld-
2Bl LUMEBTLL DECLASSTIFIUAT IO GUINE
LaTE Da-0 -0 5

GgEEdanT o

DIRECTOR, TBI @gg-—amszﬁi@g. (0]
sag, vFo [65-6216) (Rﬁﬂ_ﬂé(am%

-~ -~
UNSUBs alnx

TAN —
SOME Zg//w?
ESP-R

8/20/68

that the intelligence furnished by DAY invelved the atonde
_ bemb, end it is almest inconeedivable thot MICHAEL STRAIGHET vas
y  the soures if this wore true, The participation ©F STRAICHT M ol

SN

ﬁ;ié Bupeay lotters 676768, and 7/29/68, Yow York
letters 7/12/68, and 8/8/68, and Safnt louis letter 571768,

This ease was rveopened ox the basis of
sugpestion that HICHADL WHIINEY STRAIGHT might be Identical
with wmlnown subjeck DAN, although 3o focts were given by
the Agency to support this proposal -} :

Aovicw of all references to MICHARL STRATCET in
WPO failled to discloss any persussive points of identification.
Thr Saint Iouis Intter outlining the militory scrvice zeeoxrd
of MICHAEL, STRAICHET appears to clininate this suspeet come

Tith vegerd to VNTINEY WILLARD STRATGHT, 4k is
felt the reasoning sot forth in suggesting him as a suspeet
is oo tomuous to justify any investigation. Nothing factual
was found in 100 yeforences woviowed o qualify VHITNEY STRAIGHT
as a loglcal suspect for DAN, and It is not believed ko should
so considered on the basis of projeeted conclusions based
presurmed or possible premises.%g« ()

Tn the same contexk, it s deemed sheer speculation

‘Ad 2~ Buxcau , ~ N,
NE & m vor: fos-26050) (Rb@é(ﬂﬁ IS e D -SE
'y 2 - WO |seAmgueD__ o
(1 - 100-3644) (STRAICET) Az e
Ve e
1T shiE 4 f/’“féf’_f?»i 1968 . _-q
(6) Y27 c«‘:'((‘k;” -
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SAC, New York (65-16090) 7/29/68
Director, ¥BX (65-61067) PERSONAL ATTENTION
UNSUB; ska Dan

{SOVHE)

ESP = R

Reurlet 7/12/68.

A review has been made of Bureau files in accorde
ance with your suggestion for information pertaining to
Michael Whitney Straight and his older brother ¥hitney Willard
Straight and no information was noted which would be of
esgistance to this investigation,

Relet points out the possibllity that Whitney

Straight was at least of interest to the Soviets or could
possibly have been involved in Soviet intelligence work,
Reloet polats out that Whitney Straight sorved in the Royal
Air Force during ¥World War II and was shot down, 1In addition
to having been shot down, it i= also known that Whitney Straight
oscaped from a Geraman prison camp and successfully returned to

- England during the War, Inasmuch as this escape may have heen
reported in the newspaper, you should check the racords of "The
Wew York Tiues in order to determine if there ig any informa
tion about the whereabouts of the Straight brothers during the
tine pertinent to this case,

For your further information,) has
furnished additional information concerning the individuals
known as Alan and Dan, Thie information is that the NGB Moscow
told the ¥GB London that 4t recommended sending Alan to contnct
Dan, This differs from previous information furanished by
| jhat Alan was to accompany Dan, This would

ca F2) an was probably already in England and was to
be uced to handle Dan, In addition, since a Yecognition signal,

in the form of a magazine, was to be uaed by Dan, it would secn
that Dan and Alan were not previously known to each other,

1 - WFO (65~6216) (PERSONAL ATTENTION) /5~ /60 74 S P
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Letter to SAC, New York
RE: UNSUB; aka Dan
65-61067

Another individual who cannot be overlooked as a
possible suspect for Dan is Louis Dolivet, formexr husband
of Beatrice Straight, sister of Michael and Whitney Straight,
Dolivet is a Romanian by birth and was connected with both
the Communist Party and Soviet intelligence in Europe before
he came to the United States in the late 19308 oxr early 19240s,
He uarried Beatyrice Straight 2/21/42 at Des Moines, Iowa, and
through this marriage he became editor of the "Free World"
which was later changed to the "United Nations World," This
magazine was financed mainly by the Straight family, Dolivet
served in the U, S. Army from 10/8 until 11/23/43 and, as was
pointed out in relet, he was in Washington, D, C., on 1/11/45,
g:ese itens compave favorably with the information known about

n,

With regard to the fact that the MGB Moscow did
not want to have the importance of the intelligence disclosed
to Dan and that Dan had probably guessed about the importance
of it, the Bureau agrees with your suggestion that this could
possibly relate to the atomic bomb, I£, however, Dolivet is
consldered as a suspect, this could possibly pertain to the
sources which he had developed as an editor of a magazine
dealing with the United Nations-as well as the connections he
had made through his marriage 10 a woman of high social posi-
tion, As an exawple of this, it is noted in the report of
Special Agent Thomas G, Spencer made at New York 9/26/50 in
the case entitled "Louls Dolivet, IS-R and FR" on page 71,
information is included about Dolivet's attempts to establish
a United Nations journal and the fact that he was attempting
to interest Nelson Rockefeller and John Hay Whitney (later
U.S, Aubassador to England) in this venture,

Also in connection with the fact that Dan was going
to England sometime after 9/15/45, you are reféerred again to
the report of Special Apgent Spenceyr which has on page 38
information that Dolivet was leaving the United States to
travel to London as a special correspondent for the meeting of
the General Assembly of the United Nations Organization. This
meeting was scheduled to begin 1/10/46, This could posiifif:::

_xgiez_tg_zﬂa contact to be made in England mentioned by

New York and WFO should review references in thelr
files to Dolivet and submit comments concerning the possibility
that he might be identical with unknown subject Dan,

- 2 -
115020
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| TO
/
~ VFROM

SUBJECT:

2010-108

OPTICAALLFORI NO. 10
MAY, 1662 COITION
UEEEPMR R CTR) 101-11.6 i

UNITED&,STATES GOVERNMENT .q, e
Memorandum

SAC, New York (65-16090) DATE: 7/29/68

PERSONAL ATTENTI

Director, FBI (65-61067)

UNSUB; aka Dan .
(SOVME) Jf’
ESP -~ R

Reurlet 57/12/68,

A review has been made of Bureau files in accord-
ance with your Suggestion for information pertaining to
Michael Whitnef'Straig&; and his older brother Whitney Willard
StFEEFtana™no “ififornation was noted which would be of
assistance tofthis investigation,

Rglep points out the possibility that Whitney
Straight was at least of interest tojfthe Soviets or could
possibly have been involved in Sovigt intelligence work,
Relet points out that Whitney Straﬂﬁht served in the Royal .
Air Force?during World War an Aot down, 1In addition
to havin§ been shot down, it is gfso known that Whitney Straight
escapedffrom a German prison camp and successfully returned to
Englands during the War, Inasmu as this escape may have been
reported in the newspaper, youjfshould check the records of "The
New York Times” in order to determine if there is any informa-
tioniébout the whereabouts offthe Straight brothers during the
time jpertinent to this case, N

g For your further finformation, has
furnished additional information concerning the individuals
known as Alan and Dan, Tﬁis information is that the MGB Moscow
told the MGB London that it recommended sending Alan to contact
rs from previous information furnished by
that Alan was to accompany Dan, This would
indicate that Alan was probably already in England and was to
be used to handle Dan, In addition, since a recognition signal,
in the form of a magazine, was to be used by Dan, it would seem
that Dan and Alan were not previously known to each other, Q .

1 - WFO (65-6216) (PERSONAL ATTENTION) A} : [ :
i d
JuL301968 . -
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Letter to SAC, New York
RE: UNSUB; aka Dan
65-61067

-
'-f

Another individual who cannot/ie overlooked as a
possible suspect for Dan is Louig,pgl;&et, former husband
of Beatrice Straight, sister of Michael and Whitney Straight,
Dolivet is a Romanian by birth and yas connected with both
the Communist Party and Soviet intelligence in Europe before
he came to the United States in the late 1930s or early 1940s,
He married Beatrice Straight 2/21742 at Des Moines, Iowa, and
through this marriage he became geditor of the "Free World"
which was later changed to the }'United Nations World," This’
magazine was financed mainly by the Straight family, Dolivet
served in the U, S, Army from/10/8 until 11/23/43 and, as was’
pointed out in relet, he was fin Washington, D, C,, on 1/11/45,
These items compare favorab with the information known about
Dan,

not want to have the impoftance of the intelligence disclosed
to Dan and that Dan had probably guessed about the importance
of it, the Bureau agreeg’with your suggestion that this could
possibly relate to the atomic bomb, If, however, Dolivet is
considered as a suspect, this could possibly pertain to the
sources which he had developed as an editor of a magazine
dealing with the United Nations as well as the connections he
had made through his marriage to a woman of high social posi-
tion, As an example of this, it is noted in the report of
Special Agent Thomas G, Spencer made at New York 9/26/50 in
the case entitled "Louis Dolivet, IS-R and FR" on page 71,
information is included about Dolivet'’s attempts to establish
a United Nations journal and the fact ‘that he was attempting
to interest Nelson Rockefeller and John Hay Whitney (later
U.S. Ambassador to England) in this venture,

With regard toﬁ; e fact that the MGB Moscow did
o

Also in connection with the fact that Dan was going
to England sometime after 9/15/45, you are referred again to
the report of “Special Agent Spencer which has on page 38
information that Dolivet. was leaving the United States to
travel to London as a special correspondent for the meeting of
the General Assembly of the United Nations Organization, This
meeting was scheduled to begin 1/10/46, This could posgibl
refer to the contact to be made in England mentioned byl b3

New York and WFO should review references in-their
files to Dolivet and submit comments concerning the possibility,
that he might be identical with unknown subject Dan,

——

- 2 -
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Review of MICHAEL STRAIGHT's book, '“Make

This the Last War" (Wilson Library Bulletin;
November, 1043). When 10 years of age,
MICHAEL STRAIGHT was sent to Dartington Hall,
Totnes, England, where he presumably joined
his brother, WHITHEY STRAIGHTY,"now a squadron
leader in the RAF"., While at Trinity College,
Cambridge, MICHAEL STRAIGHT was the first
American to become president of Cambridge
Union. He took a “triple-first' in economics,
and becoue a Parliamentary candidate on the
Iabor Party ticket., He sut up the Washington
Chapter of the "Fight for Freedom Committee"
and served for awhile as Vice Chairman. "At
present he is seérving in the Army.”

Article in "New York Sun", 2/15/84, "New York
RAF Commodore WHITNEY WILLARD STRAIGHT is Doing
Briliiant Job in British Air Service'. A
reporter spoke to STRAIGHT in his headquarters
in the Middle East where STRAIGHT was building
up RAF Alr Express Service to Cairo., STRAIGHT
mentioned he had gone to the Lincoln School

(in the U.S,) with DAVID, NELSON, WINTHROP and
TAVRENCE ROCKEFELLER., His six yeaxr old daughter,
CAMILLA, was staying in New Yorit with his sister
Mrs. BEATRICE DOLIVET, and his wife was in
Tondon., He was desceribed as 2 milllonaire whn
put his money ints flying. He formed the
Straight Corporation with offiees in London and
built z chain of uvltra-modern airports through-
out Britain., He iz "now" one of the chief props
of Aly Chief Marshal Siy FREDERICK BOVHILL’s RAF
Transport Command, This organization was
developed in March, 1943, out of the war-born
ferry command which brought bombers and flying
boats across the Atlantle from Ganada, STRAIGHT
wos ohe of the first wmen selected by BOEILL vhen

P
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hie Lovried hig new organization, STRAICGHT
stated, "Before I lmow it I tras proumsted from
Ting Comwander to Air Commodore and sent to the
Middle East to develop the Job!., STRAIGHTws
deseribed as being a big man in British Empire
air conmunications.

Article in "Heranld Tribune', 4/15/46, entitled
Mot tho at the Forum", IICHATL STRAIGHT was
described as o pilot of a Flying Forbress in

the Army Alx Forxce during the twar. lention was

mode of the fact that he returned to the U,S,

from Englond in 1937. , -

Subpequent articles refleet the following:

WITNEY STRAIGET deseribed as Viee Chalrman of
the Board of the British Buropean Alvways Corps
{8/9/46) 3 MICHAEL, STRAIGHT, Chairman of the
tassau Independent Voters Assoclation (9/12/46);
BRUCE BLIVEYN and MICHAEL STRAIGHT desisnated as
editors of "The New Republic® (11/13/46)3
WETTNEY STRAXGHT described as Deguty Chalrman
of British Ruropean Alrvays (1/14/47); HENRY
VALLACE at home of MICHAEL STRAIGHT, publisher
of "The New Republic” 2/28/47) 3 VHITIIEY STRAIGHT.
Chief Exccubtive of BOAG (11/15/48): WHITWEY
STRAIGHT, Managing Director of BOAC (7/23/48)3:
MICHAEL STRATIGHT., cditor of "The New Republich®
(31/29/49)s LORD RENNELL reploces WHITHEY
STRAIGHT at BOAC., STRAIGHT, who had been with
BOAC since 1949, recently joined the Board of
Rolls-Royee (11/1/55).

The files of the NY0 cohtbain no additinnal pertin-

ent information concerning VEITNEY STRAIGHT. o additional
inventigotion is contemplated.

115024




SGE T : ] Al

SET (LI WS
In Reply, Please Refer to b /1/ |y L_/
File No.

o ¢ -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

LA S BVIFES Ul SNEE JESUN DRCTEE ¥ ISy

fj-.,e ; Z‘-'T A RS S Rt -

Tl rot
- 1 -

/

{

Vichzel Vhitney Straleht was intervicwd June G,
«f 1 T

&
173%, by a representative of the tederal fureaw of Invost
~ation, and werle:i coneerndae bls recallections r:».f STerL

v sttonded Carlbpidere ‘Jﬁiver ity and were lovoleed in comoinlod

activities or recrultad by Lovi si.t Intellicence.

cEraisht recalled Lo attondel Carbrld-e Unbvercity
feon 1824 to 1-37, and wex do-telicd at Irindty Colloic.
~Eraieht advised at thet tire he hed becors almost Cd:;*‘),.ﬁtcl“
~eitish and had ro syeciel rolotionshins with any Jzapiesns

Lz ¢rmlolined L‘iztti‘;cr that In e itlon to thn Izet vast of lL
panoclotes wera Lritich the /- Jerlenng ot 1&“1‘,3:_[‘4»;‘ were Tankly
rTacdnte Stu -em:" anl thetr brlef temre reduccd the razcibtilsy

of restine thes and developlos lasting frxlendshisc,

The 1iot of elehty-flve ‘vericane who sps Lrown

to hove sttended Cashridre *me"t} Letmeon the yonws
1920«1024, ware dsﬂu 3 to oton “hitt. Thlo Ifstin- includes
twenty Indviduals who weve dorieliled at Iriniyy Collesz ond
f:»?v;% W Wecld ot Trinity 211, h;::':'hr, it is mtc—:;f tha oty

seriod juct srecodsd the ticg wheon otral-ht was an unler-
f'-rac.r_.ate at iho univer.sib,. &t'f'mi«-m adviszed ko {;;..,i psia3H
tdentlfy anyone fron the list of Slevlcans deceribedl abuve
ax an ac:q.ia.mtar?cc, Q‘r as Tmuwy o Do during h.:‘ sigdent
derse Lo sald efrer covin: to ke Jatted -tates Fe thimse ha
ray have sot Caterbridpe i:m.c: whilo bath were eoloyeld ot
the cersrtront of Jtate. IF so, 1t vac B overy cogusl

gomiaintance.

~traieit reoallad In 12075, or 1937, ot C~ ,&.J.arf
University Lo had known Lorie Targhis, an /fravieon, Wi =
a rroliste stuleht Ln oEdroles. ]
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also studying econondes and they were rutual sdoirers of the
late econozdst lord John Maynard feynmes, otr ght stated ke
knew Tarshls as & corcunist syoathizer snd tolieves Tarshis
ray have attended Trinity Collepe and nay kave been p re-her

of the Trinity cérrunist study grous, or cell, as it was

known.  atralpht did not bnow where Tarshils cere froc and could
furnish mo blopraphical data concerning hivr, Fe concluded
stating he thought perheps Tarshis was a cemy ne, honest
llarsist econonist,

straight also vecalled another irerican who ettended
Casbridge University in 1935 or 1935, who was a rerber of the
conrunist cell at one of the collepes, .Jtraizht could nst
revecter which college and said it could have been Trinity
College, Trinlty Lall or nossibly snother. This youne man
was the son of an sdrirel, however, streight could not recall
the nave at first., Ve finally said he bellaved the surnsre
rizht ke oward. otraicht stated this young can was a shy,
cild riannered individual, of rood sppearance and nlessant
disposition. Straipbt sald he did not know hir well and
thoarht he ra7 have wet his at a fractlon reating or perhans
sove party or other pet together of the cornunist oriented students.
~tralcht said Ie felt thls young ren had been “drawn in' while
& student and wes not a dellcated cormunist., otralyht further
described “lioward" as a nice lad and sald he vas
abtaut five feeb elght inckes in height, with blach’ biir.

~traipht further advised that fernard 7.'%. {noz
wee 7 Lritish studeat at Carbridee Univem??iﬁifé‘ﬁmé‘f{?.?fa
to 1935, who later becare an /oeiican eltizon 2hd attended
Tale University., trox was s rerber of the stulent corrinist
orranization and was dyuiclled at vt. Johns Collepe., otraight
said he Is certaln lnox lost interest in the é@?‘ﬁﬁlniﬁt cause
aboat 1533 or 12239, and gave it no Further thousht, Ip
reealled Tnox had served in the var snd after rocelving brief
offlcerts training was dropped babind the lines in france sud
vaz injured. Te returned to the Inited Ctates vhere Lo was
dlscharred and reentereg Yale University., otyaight advised
Cnoz 1s oregently living in Tasghincton, .0., and is Jirector
of the Ceonter for I'zlenic L#udies, /
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Stroirit also peealled Tlenry Lydo oz an Arapricon
student at Cordridec Undversity (1933-1936) thion ke hnown
I'e advizzd Dyde was mot conmoeted ¢th the cyounist wavenont
in any vay and was not aaperontly interestcd In politicel
ratiers.  otrolght mald Ode Balonzed to the 2ttt Club vhich
was an innoousas szeial “lunchoon olubg stralrbd cald Lyde
Ie mow residing in Uowr Yorlk City and is enrared in stech
brohersre husiness.

Stralebi further recollacted thove vox o Conadian

hy the naze of loriart Usvoon vha sttended Corbridee University
@aﬂ"ﬂ ho vas thore and @i for 2 year or two, chaut 1933-12306, was

rember of one of the commundsot cells, This ran vas g pradunto
stuéen and wes prenxaving for = caresr in diploraey at the tire,
Be later served in tho Csnadian Forelen {inistey aﬁ& achicred
ran®: of inlster. Stralpht adviced ho d1d nat funow Uosrmam vell
and kner nathine of his bocheround. Ile stoted Jor-an had
comitted sulelds elrht or ton years ags Ly jurnianr oat of a
window in iontredl, or porlans “tinva, T n”s.;.{a. =Lraight
zdvised be had waloted tho inforcation just abave to o merlar
of the Eritish Int2llipence Lorvice absut four or five yeors
ars durine intervicy in Tashineton, 4.C.

skpaleht adriced off hend Le ¢ould not recall any
t-zvienns vive hod attonded Cnford Univemiiy it ooid he
woald ke hasyy to exaing gny lists of noras fros xford on
:;an, ad ﬂ*ti@ﬁal. Iists from Corbridee University Lor the sumposs
2% possidly sticulcting his oixory,

~trairht hos stated nrovieasly thot he hnow Gy do
ianey Layreas. o ratter of interest ko vas aghed cmcu:zsinrf ]
'tﬁ)ject Havsid /drlon Eussell hi}bf end Jdomald caazrt dlele
and adviscd ke 413 pot Tmow elthor ra straicht nlso ..Kt;;ﬁ.m
ke Jid oot Lnaw Jomald dven Izz:r‘im: c:r: Jahn Calway Joster
whils he attended Cardridne Undversity and esald fumnich ns
inforration concernine clthov.

Strairbt advised ho could furnich no additionsl
Inforzaticen csz*eminn ~o7iet intellieconce rnd dLd not hmow
of any Intelllironco rocraitoents o rrany studonts

e
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Iniversity. Fe avaln vecalled his earlicr sasslielons that ]

rrofessor Satbony Blunt cay beve voeraited Lsciic larshreys |
ard lay lonr and gdvlsed Dlunt has adritted ho reeraltsd 'ons
but danied thet Lxzohreys was recralted, otraioht r sntionsd
in this conpoction that Hlunt I=d pever nd-ltied to Blr ihee ‘
Ciy lurpoess gas invotved with Csvict Tntelliconce,

This document containg nexther

T dations nox concl of
the FBL It is the property of

the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not fo be
distributed outside your agency.
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Relulets 4/6/64, and 5/23/66.

Inclosed Ler ith are five copies for Bureau, oine
for “lew York, of { dated and captioned as above, reflecting
interview of hLCh@_J vHTTWEY STRAIGHT gn 6/6/66, by Sh
.\.-;J_‘Icu e 'lt'&YL' Y e ‘

STRAICHT advised he i3 now living in Gesrgetown
and his address is 3017 1 Strect, H.¥., phone 333-6496,
Ha plans to be in Washipgton, D.C., for a couple of weaks
and thon will go to Larthas Vincyard, Massachusetts, phone
liiszion 5-9795, Chilmark, bassachusetts. STRAICHT, as - -
previoualy, was very cordial and completely cooperative, in fact,
he erpressed willingness to undertake an assignrent If he con
be of any serviee to the Durceu in the security ficld.
STRAICHT will be in Marthas Vincyard from 6/20/66, until
©/35/66.

uuring interview STRAIGHT related about five years
aro ho had bean interviewed by an officer of NI-5 vho care
over to this country for the interview and had furnishod g
his recollections of Britons who were involved in cormmist
petivitics during his days at Carbridee Univercity.

. SIRAIGHT rwentioned lator he had gone to Ingland
and confronted frofessor ATINOIY DLTHT with his allegations
concerning BLUNT with the result that BIUNT had brolien and
adritted his involverent in Soviet intelligence. STRAIGHT
recalled he bad mentisned previously that he surcised s’.‘ra:n
conversations that DLUNT ray have recruited LESUID HILADEYS
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and LLO LONG, British students, for underground work.
STRAIGHT said he was wrong in hils deductions concerning
RUMPFREYS but ANTHINY BLUUT had confessed that he recruited
LEQ LOYNG, who was employed in British Intelligence, and had
worked for the British governzent in Berlin, @brmany, and .
STRAICHT sald he volunteered to appear against LOYG also. (0

STRAICHT rentioned he had returned 6/3/66, fronm
a ten day visit in “ngland and expected to again visit that
country in the f?ll of 1966.

%MQ;;~Qﬁ3£§}$§g§H;§&fa professor of econowices at
Stanford University is known to the Bureau. MU “Howardi"
is not identifiable from WFO indices from the incorplete

descriptionfurnished by HICHALZL STRAICHT.
The enclosed 1HY has been classificd HConfidentiail
since it contains further revelations of MNICHAUL WHITHIY STRAIGHT

about his past communist associations and identifications of
his friends and others,

-
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NATIONAL COMITTES ON
ATOMIC _INFORMATION

b7D

. Qgcording to on November 16, 1945, a group of 60
organizations et for the fITST mceting of the Natitnal Committee on

' ‘Atonic Information as-a result of telegrams sent to various national
organizations by a group-headed by MICHAEL STRAIGHT of the publication
NThe New Republicts The Acting Chairman of this Committec meeting,
which was held at Washington, D. C., was the Reverend FRANCIS McPEEX,
preminent in Jocal Washington, D. C, church circles, Reverend MCPEEK
nazed a Steering Committee to-work oud plans for setting np the National
‘Comnittee on Atomic Informations (U} e ,

The second Committee meeting was held in Washington, -De C.,
on December 18, 1945, and it formally set up the National -Committee on
vozi.c Inforvation and appointed ; as Director, At this
y Reeting the officers and the Executive Committee were formally installeds N
The functions and’ the duties of the National Committee on Atomic Information,
according to its om interpretation,isiva clearing house established by 60
'naticnal organizations to ‘provide a medium through which they can cooper—
‘ate with 'the atom scientists and’ their: colleagues for public understanding
. of scientific facts of atomic energy and ‘their implication for society.™

‘ The officers '6f the Natiohal Comiittee on Atomic Informa— X

} | tiong-;g as followss. -~

Chairman.
+ . _Ralph McDonald '
National Education Association ‘
1201 16th Street, Ni We ™~
Washington, D, C.

Vice . Chairman ' R,
Helen Dwight Reid '
Anerican Association of University Women
1624 Eye Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C.

Secretary ,
Mrs, Joy Falk o
United Council of Church Women
1751 ‘N Street, No W,
HWashington, 'D. Ce ‘
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. Tashington, D Ce: . Q,
" Director ‘ ( WW ‘

]

= ¢

'Ireasurer

Tatiols e SSocxat.ion vorh International Feace:
1312 Massachusetts.Avenue, Ne We \

‘Daniel’ Melcher X

Exgcutive’ Comitteo

Clark E;,chegbe;ger
, -American Association for :the United Nations

Rev, Richard ‘Fagley o
Federal Council of .Churches of. Chnst in America.

[l

N I-‘rieda Fo Halpern
Independent ‘Citizens! Committee of the Art.s 3
Sciences, -and Professzons

‘Gardner Jackson: ‘ :
. Naticnal Farmers! Union ,
. Robert K., Tamb. ,
‘United - Steelwo rkers of America, :CI0°

, LMrs,.Olya Yargo¥n. =~ ,
".:National Council of Jewish Women: ;
{ . !
‘Mis. Allen Mitchell ; :
National League of Tomen. Voters I

John Ao, Simpson :
x.Federation -of Atomic Sc).ent.ists

,"Mlchael Straight
,Amemcans United j.‘or Worldd: Govemment

-

SCIENTI"‘IC CONSULTANTS! - PANEY, | . ‘ -

- Albert Einstein: | -
“Jde Re Oppenheimer . ‘ |

-y
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individual in 29L1s The report of Special /gent LEONM.RD BLAYLOCK, dated
October 28, 19L1,-at Washington, D. C., entitled MGIRDNER JACKSON;
JNTERN.AL SECURITY-C; HATCH /CT" reflects that GARDNER JACKSON was con-
nected with the following organizations:. -

~ Tashington Committee for Democratic fiction
National Federation for Constitutional Iiberties
lmericen Peace ‘Mobilization
United imerican Spanish Relief Committee
_, Hashington Youth Congress
« -~ Ylashington Book Shops

In addition, GARDNER JACKSON is known to have presented” the
case of MAGUERITE OSTROV NOVEMBER 4n .I9LY to-Mrs. ELEANGR ROOSEVEIT in
proteést of a dismissal of Miss NOVEMBER from-the “ar ‘Department for her
Comaunist activities, , |

. . JACKSON was-born September 10, 1896, '3t Colo¥ado Springs,
‘Colorddoy was educated at Anherst. College, Columbia University and
Harvard University. He is -presently employed as a Director of the

. Netional Famerst Uniom, "ashington, D. C. :

®

‘ROBER’I" Ko LIMB, Member of the .Executive Committee

«

T ~ The. indices of the “ashington Field Division ‘refliact that
ROBERT K. LAMB of the United Steelworker§ of fxerica, CIO, is known

1o Confidential Informant, C-299, whose identity is known fo‘the Bureay,
to be personzlly acquainted with Communists. However, no definite in-
formation has been sdcured reflecting his membership ir-any subversive
organizations, ‘ ' |

1
§

MICHAEL, STRAIGHT, Member of the Bxecutive Committée

] The indices of ihe vzshington Field Division reflect that

, MICH'EL STRAIGHT, son of Mr. and. Mrs. “ILLARD D. STRAIGHT, was formerly
evployed at the Department of State 4s a.Division assistant in the
Division-of ‘European .ffairs, His name appears on the 2etive indices
as of Jamary, 1942, of the lmweican'Peace Mobilization and the North
fimerican Spanish:Rélief Comnivuves. 'He is approximately 29 years of 4ge,
He mas educated at Cambridge University, His mosuew, $ae present

‘ . | . - 115107
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1 Dr. CONDON is known to be an associate of NATHAN GREGORY :
'SILVERM.STER, principal subject in the.case entitled MWGREGORY; ESPIONLGE-
R4, The report of Special Agent LLMBERT G.. ZANDER, dated March 11, 19L6,
at "ashington, D. C., entitled "GREGORY; ESPIONAGE-R" reflects that on
Febrvary L, 19L6, a surveillénce on NATHWN GREGORY SILVERMASTER reflected
that SILVERM.STER and his wife were observed to-visit at the home of
Dr. and Yes. CONDON -and the.four of them were also observed to attend
a dimer sponsored by the AMERIC/N SOCIETY FOR'RUSSIAN RELIEF.

By letter dated March 27, 19L6; the Bureau advised that
information had been received from a highly confidential source reflect—
“ing that Dr. CONDON was considered as Mpothing more or less than an
espionage agent in disguise.® '

‘mbher individual suspected by Informant IRS, 'bé,ing‘ b7D
a rember of the Communist Party is MAX _YERGAN. A4 review of the indices !

of the “ashington Field Division reflects that this individual was the

subject. of -an Internal Security-R investigation by the New York Field Di-
vision in 19Lk. The report of Special /gent HOZRD °j. LITTIE, dated

Novenmber 2li, 19Lk, at New York City; entitled YDR. MX YERGLN, with ‘
aliases; INTERNAL SECURITY-R, REFER 5-IS" reflects that YERG/AN is an fmexr— ‘
ican negro and was born.July 19, 189k, in Raleigh, North Carolina. 'He

is the .Exceutive Director of the Council on /frican Affairs, President

of the National Negro Congress, Treasurer and Director of the “People!s

Voice", a pro-Communist Harlem newspapers

[N X 3 DU -3
1

.+ 'Dr., YERGAN's activities include his being an organizer and
trustee of the JEFFERSON SCHOOL FOR SOCILL SCIENCE, a Communist school
in New York City, and-Chairman of the Board of the GECRGE "NSHINGTON CiR-
VER SCHOOL of Harlem, New York. YERG/N dis also reported. to be a secret
nerber of the Communist Party and is believed to -have been .sent by the
Party to India and ifrica in 19L0., He ‘is a known guest writer for the
DATLY "DRKER and is also knovmn to have visited LOUIS BRINSTEN, prominent
Comrunist Party member in San Francisco and EARL BRODER, former Presi-

’

. . __V10Uzs DOLIVET, heretofore rentioned, is also anothier indi-
vidual activerin tha B¥Tairs of the National Committec on Litomic Informa- \/’

tion, according to . The report of Special /gent JOHN N. DORMN,

dated July S, 19L5,. at New York City, entitled. MLOUIS DOLIVET, with '
allases; INTERN.L SECURITY-R; REGISTR.TION /CT* reflects that he was born

Ny
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in France of Roumanian origin and became a naturalized French citizen in
1937. He was alleged to be a member of the Swiss Communist Party but

no substantiation has been obtained régarding this allegation. He en-
tered the United States on January 9, 19k1, and married the sister;of
MICHAEL STRAIGHT, .heretofore mentioned. 'DOLIVET is International Director
of the magazine entitled UFree Yorld. (|

JAYES R« NEWMAN, Program Analyst of the Office of War

‘Jobilization and Reconversion, is interested e National Comittee
on Atonic Information, according to Informant NEWHAN was born
in New York City of Czechoslovakian parentags 15 a graduate of

Columbia University Law School. U

' The Bureau has advised that it has received informa-
tion fron a highly confidential source reflecting that NEWHAN is noted
for his pro-Soviet leanings. It is alleged that'he has access to ma=-
terial flowing directly to the White House and is intimately acquainted
with- NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER, subject of a case entitle YGREGORY;
ESPIONAGE-RM, NETKAY is currently under investigation by the Washington
Field Division. ' ; ' ‘

:

\ ‘ "HERBERT® MARKS is another individual suspected by!
as having ComxunT®t VEIRENCIcs ~and who is active in the affairs of The —
National Committee on Atomic Information. The informant has advised
‘that MARKS is employed -in ‘the Office of Information, ‘United States De-
partment of State,-and was placed in charge of the distribution of a re-
port concerning atomic energy prepared by Assistant Secretary of State
' DEAN ACHISON. This réport'was definitely not favorable to the Communist
line and the’informant observed MARKS was reluctant to give the report
wide distribution and did mot do so until Congress forced him to cir-
cularize the report in paper-bound copies. q ) ‘
, .The informant advised that members of the National Com-
nittee on Atomic Information are in daily contact with MARKS » q
, The Bureau by letter dafed March 27, 19L6, has advised
that a'highly confidential source has stated that HERBERT MARKS is noted
for his pro-Soviet leanings. MARKS is cwrrently under investigation by
the Washington Field Division, : ' -

s
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3 PLAINTEXT

‘ .

3 TELETYPE

~
—

C\)

QT STATED. BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN SIXTEEN, SOUTHAMPTON,

L

§ ' | '4uq /B
; SACS WASHINGTON FIELD - ENC. (4)/ (BSM) @P, ;
3 ST. LOUIS |

NEW_YQRK J{\c/‘)

Y ' )

d. - ALEXANDRIA b, e

| FROM DIRECTOR FBI ' ;
- |
' 3  "MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED SEPTEMBER ?
i S ' i !
q | X ' THREE, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. \ :
B iﬁ WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF STRAIGHT

q | “\ WHO IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION |
u . !

1262 (26 kb

. VQ ,4 zmg\g)mmon RECEIVED THAT STRAIGHT FORMERLY ,nnéxpnn/ GREEN
_'i"_‘_me R(;AD, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, WHICH IS ACTUALLY LOCATED IN
WAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA, NEAR PINECREST GOLF COURSE ON ROUTE

o. THIRTYSIX, HE IS PRESENTLY RENTING THAT HOME WHICH IS A /
LARGE ESTATE. THE CARETAKER OF THAT ESTATE AND AN EMPLOYEE OF

¢ STRAIGHT'S IS JOHN QUAST, FOUR ;?m? TWO FIVE GREEN SPRING ROAD,

// /f«_/a

e

b Dotson ———— ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, WHICH LOCATED ON EDGE OF ES ATE .
S REC 70 ' ‘, /e/l— - BB78 -
| Casper - NOTE: Request recived today from, ite House. Separate mernio
: Callohan sent.through re request. = - S : s )

Felt —~
- ol i T S ‘\“ . AUG 29 1969 \{M
. Sullivan 4

3 @éU‘REX

" Tavel
Trotter

' Tele. Room £, -
= : 23:3;5 L [ ME I}I_, OEM _f) TLEDLYPE UNIT RETURN To MR YM ROOM 12 58 . | );QIQ/
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TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD
RE; _MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT
INFORMATION FURTHER RECEIVED THAT WHEN STRAIGHT AND
S -

T

WIFE, THE FORMER BELINDA CROMPTON, LEFT THE ESTATE THEY
PURCHASED THE HOUSE FORMERLY OWNED BY JACQUELINE KENNEDY,
GEORGETOWN, WASHINGTON, D.C. THEY HAVE REPORTEDLY SUST
SEPARATED AND MRS, STRAIGHT IS RESIDING IN HOUSE ANDHIS
PRESENT RESIDENCE IS NOT KNOWN.
' WFO AND ALEXANDRIA OBTAIN COMPLETE BACKGROUND DATA AND

SET OUT LEADS BY TELETYPE. .

CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION UNLESS SOME REASON
FOR DOING SO EXISTS, AT WHICH TIME PRIOR BUREAU APPROVAL SHOULD
EE SECURED, . ;

DUE TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST IT IS IMPERATIVE BUDED BE
MET WITHOUT FAIL., NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED,
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THE WHITE HOUSE ’ MEMORANDUM

Washington
£ DATE August 25, 1969

TO : Mr, Cartha D. DeLoach, FBI
FROM : John L. Ehrlichman

SUBJECT : FBI Investigation

Subject's Name STRAIGHT, Michael Whitney

-

Date of Birth Sept. 1, 1916 _ Place of Birth Southampton, L.IL, N.¥.

Present Address

Egil Krogh | has requested:
: (){\\
S)@d w/—/ Copy of Previous Report
‘ ﬁﬁ\\\ Name Check

X Full Field Investigation

g

The person named above is being considered for:
. White House staff position
X __ Presidential appointment
| Position with another Agency
ATTACHMENTS:
—__ SF 86 (in duplicate)
—_ SF 87, Fingerprint Card

X __ Biography

s

REMARKS: Please note the name check report you sent tAugust 19, 1969,

REPORT SHOULD BE DELIVERED BY FBI TO: JOHN D, EHRLICHMAN

g
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Michael Whitney Straight

born, Sept. 1, 1916, Southampton, Long Island, N. Y.

Education - London School of Economics - Cambridge University

1938 - 41 associated with State Dept. and Interior Dept., U.S. Gov.
1941 - 43 an editor, New Republic
1943 vice-chairman, Fight for Freedom

1946 - 47 secretary, Emberency Comm. of Atomic Scientists

President of William C. Whitney Foundation

Served as pilot, A.A.F., 1943 - 45

ENCLOSURE

ol 6678 // 115113




' 4-22’_(Revv 1-22- eb) et
- Federal Bureau of Investigation
Re&ords Br

_ TLF 467

¢

Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524 °
Forward to File Rev1ew
Attention

L] : '
E—z.g”ﬁeturn to ZD (o BPP % 1% B

Superv1sor Room Ext.

| Type of References Requested:
Regular Request (Analytical Search)
11 References {Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only
Nonsubversive References Only -
Main [ References Only

Type of Search Requested:
Restricted to Locqht\y of

Exact % ’Nose
[:—]BullchggG 021%% ariations

Searcher

Initials 24 j/

| E NUMBER _SERIAL

v ' s ET=5Y
/“ZZ" /00 - /9 WA L o
=7 ,_«' w. (Hyolya)
__ I Bosd i 1 1SR
NI vl 4

4 I{OJ‘AQ-:*D"&& g //[5:5<-;

T 00 : .
i

- ,éx, )
fer (12500 NN

' \

N 'zzmw 7SN
M/‘ Aexw o (3. 35T S

A y/ - D176 - (otzr:e:.:a.-; //"/1”7/'

Z _.,g', ( »‘i Sl ) =
Yl 45 2911 1
for f= | 25 G J fno?
/00 - seA 92 -]
Y enas o2 'ad‘,/.V'. P




4-22a{(Rev,11-17-59)

;'r\/ NUMEROU$ REF‘ERENCE '

SEARCH SLI

Superv1sor __ _________'__Room

L - Searcher
DateZ/a?F_____Imtlal il

FILE NUMBER SERIAL

~ e

/00- /7.9”5»44«-' «3@ ) el w& oA

) , Jx-%
L Teloo- J’J‘éé?»/‘ﬁ/ t’%

,/i 242

e I00 - 55!0——%‘% S
A v €l TetE
( e M /%’ﬁa% - R4l 2.3 %, 9. 43 /4,

{ 87 L, 1T

a. ~2a ﬁ'%a 2y /94
/.5' /7&31‘5

,_;-r/l (24394
135 - /0 ,&i?? Lh

nacnasl ). -
= };' 35901- | Semnr. { pitdsin)

s
= TP Jeg AT
l 00 - m/?»‘M‘ 5% o (@//é/mj?)

i
‘- - B4 ¢,Lﬁfw 0. /5 &
g f?~ 77874 J‘Om 7.5
G0 10/ T = 47 St "Biet ok
- cefetsE)
D 2= /111 7/ 7%
T - 200 - 39 = 1954

. 4,1- 200 . 241\ 785

77 yrns/-o |
of— AYa5) - Frag . L
St

R By A




‘ 4;220(Rev. 11-17-59)
3. - NUMEROUS REFERF’NCE

SE ARCH SLH.
Subj: ﬁa:’?@é";—ﬁ‘?_ ?ft_}ff/émm

Supervisor .} Room

Searcher
Date ./.é’i_’_._lmt;l //‘f/

FILE NUMBER  SERIAL
7 fpcdinel. ___
&/f’- FIS~F 7.3 0.3/
o PO YA P &
L5 /M;?- 2 e
M s 03”25’
_. WA AR S 4 '
;’r L) b -5 |
Ev -J”-%% p90-96 A4
7 f__a 3 78 s g0, 90
i e 20- . 745 s ;A'},&
///"j_&,y Y62 6578 ]

/m?a z%o o?,eﬁca?ﬂ# é :

2 242 .37"3/ é YIS
{ 9I5 4977 5524,/’;
bv??’

P

Cp0t - 99085 S5
V 520 W&& 5

ﬁ W= X3 ﬁf b 3

_.7 Jé‘f/f’/ /23 _ap /c. /53
’ i }
: )

il e

ZF 17
(A0 - 3857788 20
i




-220 (Rev. Xl -17-59)
NUMEROUS REFERENCE

—

_} w_,;'

SEARCH SLI

vSub‘j: ﬁ’%&—a}iﬁ#

Supervisor < ' _Room_

Searcher
Date f//al?d ____Inlthl 73/

. FILE NUMBER : SERIAL

v

4

Lectaels |
00 o B85~ 0NF S/
j60- 57279%  Fap) B8
i ‘ R Y '7-2 11/60.7
_..r ﬁ?ma‘% [ op) B0
-%a@i. Y o2t #/
:Vf&@- 77y f%?
// 770 - /dﬁ'-g '
Telrpo - ,/,?fgg,,z;.
Ll po. 405 //ﬂa? IS Jesd
ﬁt A" Xéﬁ- «é«a«}/f

L. 4275l da) 125

NZrp/ - 5646 - a:sz/«/
A // § y
LGS~ L5 3R V] 20 s

%/ }fﬁm»gn
— ,

i i’_: -!%" & FPST Ja@f A okt Hoetris

—

. b |\ etorfos)
.n ui/m 025 Lps ., 10,1/
’«- Z T a@%fu 3
L p0-164 |

%A«‘”” oy 's«?mtaw«* 2 ’? JE I N
‘ é"

Vs
.ai:m,a,é,!, . Sy S

RN Y




4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60)9 ~ o
Federat' Bureau of Investigation
Records B, [ o o

[_IName Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
l:l Forward to [i
= ! Attention
Le eturn to AQAAL A /
" Supervisor Room Ext.

Type of References Requested: .
v %ﬁgg»m{ﬁequest (Analytical Search)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only

Nonsubversive References Only
Main ——— References Only

Type of Search Requested:
Restricted to Locality of
EExact Name Only (On the Nose)
[:] Buildup l:] Variations

Birthdate & Place
Address

Localities

Searcher
Ry¥____ Date /) Initials U‘A
Prod. i

FILE NUMBER SERIAL

0



— . . . B gl e ML L
- ] S A : @{gﬁﬁkfyﬁ o értaxm%ft

- -NEW YORK --15--  BALTIMORE --4--  sooPM RNk BA USE ONLY

"URGENT 8-27-89 WLM

TO WASHINGTON FIELD, ST. LOUIS, NEY YORK, BALT‘
ALEXANDRIA —-—PLAINTEXT-—-
FROM DIRECTOR 2P

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPECIAL I!\‘QUIPY, BUDER
NEXT, WITHOUT Fﬁ\IL. o - E Ce

WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED ExP%DITE INVESTIGATIGN OF STRAIGHT
WHO IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL hPPOINTMENT;‘POSIfION
NOT.STATED} _BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN’SIXTEEN;‘SOUTHHAMPTON,
NEW YORK, AND APPARENTLY. PRESENTLY RESIDESQIN VICINITY OF
WASHINGTON; DsC. SEE WHOS WHO FOR FURTHER BACKGROUND DATA.
INFORMATION RECEIVED, THAT STRAIGHT'FORMERLY.RESIDED GREEN
SPRING ROAD, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, WHICH IS ACTUALLY LOCATED IN
FAIRFAX,COUNTY; VIRGINIA, NEAR lezcézsr GOLF COURSE ON ROUTE
TWO THIRTYSIX. HE IS PRESENTLY RENTING THAT HOME WHICH IS 4
LARGE ESTATE, THE CARETAKER OF THAT ESTATE AND AN EMPLOYEE OF
STRAIGHT'S IS JOHN QUAST, FOUR FIVE TWO‘FIVé GREEN SPRING ROAD; o
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, WHICH RESIDENCE IS LOCATED ON EDGE OF ESTATE.
'END PAGE ONE | - |

i

e BA FILE TO BE
- DESTROYED IN 60 DAYS
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’PAGE TWO

SET ouT LEADS BY TELETYPE. ’V

INFORMATION FURTHER RECEIVED 'THAT WHEN STRAIGHT AND
WIFE, THE FORMER BELINDA CROMPTON, LEFT THE ESTATE THEY
PURCHASED THE HOUSE FORMERLY OWNED BY JACQUELINE KENNEDY,
GEORGETOWN;IWASHINGTON DuC.  THEY HAVE REPORTEDLY JUST
SEPARATED AND mas. STRAIGHT' IS RESIDING IN HOUSE AND HIS
PRESENT RESIDENCE IS NOT KNOWN.

ﬂ'/

-WFO AND ALEXDNDRIA OBTAIN COMRLETE BACKGROUND DATA AND

.‘f"

CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD 'INVESTIGATION UNLESS SOME REASON
FOR DOING SO EXISTS, AT WHICH TINE PRIOR BUREAU APPROVAL SHOULD
BE SECURED. - ‘ “[. , .

DUE TO URGVNT NATURE OF PEQUEST IT IS . IMPERATIVE BUDED BE

’NET WITHOUT FAIL. N0 DELAY wILL BE TOLERATED.

SP1N, g
3 . aif.",'f_‘//~
NY ACK....KDHWPK FBI NEW/YORK !

esx Gy

 2/-BA ACKsesoTED FBI BALTIMORE /.
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Original in filé 6\F3415-658 ep 19

Copy to be placed in 161-6678
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olEl-A\ %THE PETITION FOR -AMN
) SMITH ACT, V}PTM

lNlTIAT!NG G woup A\

JOHM C. BENNETT
Deln, Unio Theological Semlnary Faculty

ROY FINC
raCUH)’/SB ‘ah Lawrence College

NALD-HARL: INGTON
nister, (ommumty Church

Q_ ARLES R_-UAWRENCE
Faculty, Brooklyn College -

LEWIS "MUMEF IRD
Author

New

New

A. 47 MUSTE
Secretary vmeritu

Fellowship of Reconclliatlon i

PAUL E.. SCHERER
Professor of Homiletics, Union

Theologlcal Semmary_ New
NGRMAN - THOMAS ; "New
ROWLAND” WATTS

Secretary, Workers Defense League New

AnumouAL_srcNER‘s )

ROLAND H. BAINTON
Yale Divinity Scheol -~
GUSTAVE J.'BISCHOF
Professor, Department of M.E.,
-—City Conege of New York -

STEPHEN G. CARY
Secretary, American Section,
American Friends Service Commlttee

HENRY STEELE-COMMAGER - \ﬁ
Columbla Unlverslty

ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE

o

New

HENRY H,-CRANE
Minlster, Central Methodist Church

W. J. -FAULKNER
Pastor, Congregational Church

Bronxvilley N

York City *

8rooklyn, N. Y.

Amenia, N. Y.

New York City

York City
York City -

York City |

New Haven, Conn,

quk City

Philade!phia, Pa.
New York City
Lecturer on Chemistry, Harvard University Cambridge, Mass

Detrolt, Mich:

of Park Manor . . Ch[cago II|4‘
RICHARD B:GREGG
AU‘J’I‘OY ’ Jamaica, V&,

GEORGIA“HARKNESS
Professor, Applied Theolegy,
Pacific School of Rehxnon

ALFRED HASSLER
Editor, Fel.owshlp

REV. JOHN M/KRUMM
Chaplain, Columbra Un]verslty

KENT-{ARRABEE ™~ R
Secretary, New York Region, ' i
Fellowshrp of Reconciliation *

PAUL LEHMANN
Professor, Applied Christianity,
nnceton Theologrcal Seminary

Si0 LENS
Manager, AFL Unicn in Chlcago

RENRY LOFGUIST
Secretary, South Presbyterian
Peace Fellowship

PAUL "G"MACY
Secretary (regional), Fenowshrp of Reconciliation

ALLEN T MILLER
Professor of Theolcgy, Eden Seminary

PRUL S, MINEAR
Faculty, Andover-Newton
Theological Schooi

JERNME NATHANSON
Leader, Society for £thical- Culture
HAZEL LT PERKISON

Director of Community. Service,
Broadway Congregational craurch

JOHN HENRY RANDALL, JR.

F.J.E. Woodbridge Professor of

Phrlosophy, Columbxa Umver
ELMER RICE

Playwright and produ er

e
MRS. ELEANORFFROOSEVELT

CONSTANCE H--RUMBOUGH
Teacher, Weekday Religious
Education Program )

—— . - " e

CULBERT G. RUTENBER SN
Professor, Eastern Baptist M
Theological Seminary .

JOHN NEVIN SAYRE
Co-Treasurer, interpational -
Fellowshlp of Reconcrhaﬂon

MARK R. smm
Northeastern Secretary,

Democr; cy UnH
EMILY PARK
Fxccutlve Dlrecto f

b

-O

Philadelphia, Pa. _

Berkeley, Calif.
New York City

New York City .
"New York City

Princeton, N. J.

Chicago, 11l

Bessemer, Ala.

Chicago™

Newton Centre, Mass.
N_ew Y_ork City
New York City
New York City

New York City
Hyde Park N. Y

'Harrisonburg,_.\la_.

New York City

Melrose Mass.

QI 2 9 1&6&,‘.,“,,, -
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To the Pres‘id{ ] --_:he United States.
On Amnesty ‘Smith Act Yictims
and Postponennent of

& 3 a7 7’/ £ ﬁ
Dear Mr. Presrdent @ﬂ /// & S &)/7/[ / 877\0

We respectfully urge you to grant an amnesty commutmg the sentences of the
sixteen men and women now in prison under the Smith Act (Alien Registration Act o
1940) to time already served, and to, use your influence to secure the postponement o
t-ials in the 180 cases presently awaiting Trial Court cr Appeals Court decrslons under
the Act.
’ Those who present this petition are in fundamental drsagreement with the philosophy|
of the Communist Party and with essential elements in its program and are motivated
in their present action by their attachment to the democratic way of life and the desire]
to maintain and strengthen- it.

"~ We call attention to Supreme Court Justice Black’s description of the characte
of the Smith Act and the trial of Communist Party leaders under it in his dissenting]
opinion when appeal from the convictions under it was before the Supreme Court:

) “At the outset I want to emphasxze what the crime involved in this case is and what

it is not. These petitioners are not charged with an attempt to overthrow the government,

They were not charged with non-verbal acts of any kind designed to overthrow the gov

ernment. They were not even charged with saying or writing anything designed to

overthrow the government.
“The charge was that they agreed to assemb]e and talk and publish certain ideas at

a later date...

. The indictment is that they consprred to organrze the Commumst Party,and to use
speech or newspapers and other publications in the future to teach and aflvocate tt
forcible overthrow of the government.” ’

Recently the Supreme Court itself, by agreeing to review the California”s
prosecutions, has recognized the appropriateness of a “second look” at the act,

Among the sixteen for whom we are requestmg a Christmas amnesty are elderl
and ill persons. The mdrctments and convictions in these cases were carried through in a
pericd of the “cold war” and in an atmosphere often marked by hysteria. Fortunately, i
recent months conditions have changed for the better and there is a noticeable trend t
reaffirm the basic democratic traditicns of our country.

It is our conviction that your aqurescence in our request would serve to give furthe
impetus to this healthy trend, would give proof of our confidence in democratic institus
tions, would encourage and inspire our friends throughout the world and win rew
friends. Thus, we believe, it would also contribute toward peace in the world about whic
you are so deeply concerned and would be in line with the policy you set forth through
Secretary of State Dulles on Nov. 18, 1955:;

“I know that no setback, no obstacle to progress will ever deter this Government and
our people from the great effort to estab]ish 1 a just and durable peace.”

Al

ith Ac |

/é / ” A.J. Muste
- 21 Audubon Avenuyd
NOT RECORDED n , New York 32, N. Y

&
(names of other signers appear in column at lef

5?’1969 T tnames of other signers appear in co

‘!’I

Lutheran Church ’ Richméﬁ‘d Hill, N. Y. Brotherhood of Pullman Porters k
-NORMAN-$—WHITNEY ~ : “ WALTER M. MUELDFR ) :
Syracuse Umverslty Syracuse, N.Y.. . Dean, Boston Univ. Schoo! of: T‘\eology i Bostnn,;Maff;;

Srzners are acting as individuals. Information about their associations is for purpose of identifi uwm
Y

~ 0]

’ _' Joliet, 1il,._.

/

ARTHUR L."SWIFT
Professor Union Theologica! Semlnary

JOHN T, SWOMLEY, IR

ROBERT AMILL
New York City- Ministgr, Ottawa St. M_e_t"h‘qdist Church

rhatrcn

Secretary, Fellcwship of Recon New York City S
M LA )

LOREN WALTERS - . . i . C.
Staff, Evangelical and Reformed : Author Tl N Washl.n_ﬂg‘n, D:“,c -
Church Headquarters “Philadelphia, Pa. GRANVlLLﬁmﬂ(s Sratton. K

ROBERT FUWEISKOTTEN /- . LT Witer Grafton, N.¥.
Minister, St. John's . B [ McLAURI )

New York City.

HERMKN WILL, JR,
Vice- Cnarrman Fellowshlp

JOHN OLIVER"NELSON
Faculty of Divinity School,

of Reconcmatron Lombard; I1l. Yale-Univ: _New Haven, Conn:..
CHARLES W. FORMAN ~ .~ .° "¢ - .~ ~ ANNALEE STEWART . - '
Faculty, Yate Universlty New Haven, Conn. Women's Intl. League for~ . "~

Peace and Freedom- | . Washington; D. C.

MICHAEL-STRAIGHT

.. Publisher, The New Republic.,

WALTER-MHTCHELL /
Bishop of Arizona (Reﬂred)

Protestant Eplscopal Church . Rancho Santa fe, Callf New York Clty
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P *Diswiguished Supreme Court Justices

- | “,_yiewed the Smith Act with apprehension:

“The doctrine of conspiracy®as served divers and oppressive pur-
poses, ‘and its broad reach can be made to do great evil. But never
uiitil today has anyone sériously thought that the ancient law of con-
spiracy could constitutionally be used to turn speech into seditious
conduct. . . . Not a single seditious act is charged in the indictment.
To make a speech unlawful because two men conceived it. is to raise
the law of conspiracy to appalling proportions.”

“Public opinion becing what it is, feW will
ﬁprotcst the conviction of the Communist

petitioners. There is hope, however, that in
calmer times, when present pressures, pas-
sions and fears subside, this or somce later
court will restore the First Amendment liby
erties to the high preferred place where they » .
belong in a free society.” ' ' _ — U. S. Suereme Court Justick WiLLiam O. DoucLas.

—U.S. SUPREME CourT Justice Huco BLACK, in his dissent in the same case. .

in ua dissenting opinion ‘
in a Smith Act case in 1951. - o i o o o
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OPTIONAL;FORM NO. 10 5010106
MAY 1962, EDITION
GIASTR RO THO. 27 N

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M emomna’um

Mr Gal DATE: 8/27/69

ct
7 @/ . . » T'r:tter
‘W. V. Clevelan - ' . aaf ond
‘ e, ¢ 7

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE

The White House has today requested an investigation
of captioned individual who is being considered for a
Presidential appointment, position not stated.

Straight, aged 52, is the wealthy socialite who is
related to the Whitney family through his mother. He is the
former editor of the "New Republic.”

On 8/19/69 the White House was furnished the results
of a name check conducted by the Crime Records Division, a
tickler of which is attached. Straight has been involved with
communist front organizations in the past and has admitted £
same to us during interviews in 1963,

for immediate attention and the field has been instructed to

conduct no neighborhood investigation concerning Straight !

¥,
ACTION: The case has been ordered separately to the field Vé}
4

without Bureau approval. You will be advised of any unusual
developments. :

Enc.

Mr. DeLoach
Mr, Sullivan
Mr. Bishop
Mr. Gale
Mr, Cleveland
Mr. Young

g Wﬂ_
P

Pt ot b o ol

%




~:¢F§ﬁzev 12-19-67) B

FEDERA BUREAU OF lN\gSTlGATlON
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGAT|.VE PERIOD ') =
. 8T, LOUIS = BUREAU 9/2/69 8/27 - 29/69
T|TLE OF CASE . REPORT MADE 8Y y TYPED BY
Y | SA HARRY C. JUNG _ 'ms
MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT CHARACTER OF CASE
' | 4 SPI
V;\ )
AN
G z
REFERENCE : Bureau teletype, 8/27/69.
_STATUS : - RUC
s .
. I
COVER PAGE j
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ] NONE ACQUIT-] case 1ias seen: v
coNVvIC | AuTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS ’

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [ JYEs [ ]NO
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS [Jves [JnNno
Appnoveo/jm/ o B enamae T DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
cories ylagk: / . )
' (6/2 66 TE-
'®- ‘Bureau (AM) i i ;.‘.:-»A‘-\K SEo 7‘
. : /

' : 3 SEP 4 '1459

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations o :
Agency . : S‘]’;‘é@ :
Request Recd. | . . ' » ' ‘ v . g
Date Fwd. ‘ '
How Fwd.
By

\ o4 OCT}Z 9 19%9 COVER PAGE | 5 VL
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o NZED®RM (Rev. 3-3-59) . ‘ ' PN,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: SA HARRY C. JUNG Office: ST, LOUIS
Date: Septenber 2, 1969

Field Office File #: 161-3149 ) Bureau File #:

Title: MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: STRAIGHT served in the U,S., Army Air Corps as
an enlisted man and officer, receiving honorable discharge.
‘Employed Public Works Administration, Wasington, D,C,.,
5/1/39, to 3/15/40; U,S., Department of Interior, Washington,
p.c., 3/16/40, to 8/27/40; and U.S. Department of State,
Washirmgton, D.,C,, 8/27/40, to 5/21/41, terminating by
reason of resignation.

- RUC -
DETAILS: AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

A review on August 29, 1969, of the military
records on file at the National Personnel Records Center,
(Military Branch), indicated MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT,
serial numbers 13 105 244 and 0-825 321, enlisted in the
U.S, Army Air Corps, Enlisted Reserve Corps, on November
24, 1942, at Washington, D.C, He was called to and
reported for active duty for training on February 2, 1943,
at Washimgton, D,C, He received an honorable discharge
on March 11, 1944, as an Aviation Cadet at Columbus,
Mississippi, by reason t6é accept a command and active duty.

He received an appointment as a Second Lieutenant
and reported for active duty on March 12, 1944, at Columbus,
Mississippi. He was relieved from active duty on October -
16, 1945. He was in a terminal leave and/or travel time
duty status from September 20, 1945; until Octeber 16, 1945.

He received an appointment as a Second Lieutenant

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the‘FBI. It is the property of the FBI and hl 1‘55‘193?°
\ your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. "
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on September 21, 1945, in the U,S, Army Officer's Reserve
Corps at Randolph Field, Texas, and served in an inactive
status until April 1, 1953, at which time his appointment
was terminated by reason of decllnatlon of an indefinite
term. :

He had no foreign service and received no awards.

His character and efficiency ratings ranged from
Satisfactory to Superior. There was no record of courts-
martial or absence without official leave.

v The date and place of birth were shown as
September 1, 1916, at Southhampton, New York.

A review on September 2, 1969, of the personnel
records, National Personnel Records Ceter (Civilian
Personnel Records) St. Louis, Missouri, indicated that
MICHAEL W, STRAIGHT was employed on May 1, 1939, as a
Special Assistant withithe Federal Works Agency, Public
Works Administration, National Power Policy Committee,
at Washington, D,C, This employment was terminated on
March 15, 1940, by reason of transfer to the Department
of the Interlor.

. He was employed on March 16, 1940, as a Special
Assistant with the Department of the Interior, National
Power Policy Committee, at Washington, D,C. This
employment was terminated on August 27, 1940, by reason
of resignation to accept employment w1th the Deparment
"of- State.

. He was employed on August 27, 1940, as a
Divisional Assistant with the Department of State,
Washington,D.,C., This employment was terminated on
May. 21, 1941, by reason of resignation - reason not shown.

No record of previous employment with the
Department of State could be located, however, the record
contained notation that he was employed from January 1, 1938,
to May 20, 1939, as a Special Assistant with the Department

-2 -

~ - - - <

) ‘ T > 115128
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of State, Office of Adviser on International Economics,
at Washington,D,C., on a basis of one dollar per year.

FTEITHINENFIE TR €IS E)

The date and place of birth were shown as
September 1, 1916, at Southhampton, New York.
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‘ o n ; { Mr. Tol
{ YA TELLETY% e o
—~ ' ’ 2 Mr. Mehr__
i - - A Al p Mr. Bishop. ——
| SThERtE Q e Diop —
3 \ f ' Myr. Callahan...
ENC@PHEED Mr. Conrad.....—
Wheeael? Em———— Mr. Felt__.
Mr., Gale .
FBI NEW YORK Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel...
8=58 PM URGENT 9-3-69 WPK Mr. Trotter.
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
TO DIREC}ﬁéﬂ (PLAINTEXT) Miss Holme
FROM NEW YORK 161-32486 2P

o¥. O | &__"Sj

MICHAEL WHITNEY STR@GHT; SPI.

v, ‘ falt”

REBUTEL, AUGUST TWENTY SEVENTH, SIXTY NINE.

INQUIRY NEW REPUBLIC, TWENTY WEST FORTY THIRD STREET,
NYC, THIS DATE BY SPECIAL AGENT ERNEST W. MINTON, DISCLOSED
ONLY TWO INDIVIDUALS ASSIGNED THIS LOCATION, MR. FRANCIS
MC ADAMS, ADVERTISING DIRECTOR, STATED MAIN OFFICE NEW REPUB- .
LIC LOCATED TWELVE FORTY FOUR NINETEENTH STREET, NORTH WEST a’
WASHINGTON, DC. WFO ADVISED, ALSO INDICATED ONLY KNOWS
STRAIGHT BY NAME AS FORMER OWNER NEW REPUBLIC ABOUT FIFTEEN
YEARS AGO. MC ADAM'S SECRETARY WHO ALSO WORKS THIS LOCATION
DOES NOT KNOW APPOINTEE. | |
INVESTIGATION WILLIAM C, WHITNEY FOUNDATION, TWENTY
BROAD STREET, NYC, CONDUCTED THIS DATE BY SPECIAL AGENT NMINTON.
MILTON C. ROSE, SENIOR PARTNER, MUDGE, Roszf/gﬁﬁﬁﬁg%f%?’%é?%7

AND ALEXANDER, ABOVE ADDRESS STATED APPOINTEE CLIENT NIS-FIRMY
AND ABOVE FOUNDATION IS CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION HANDLESBY ™ ~  °

END PAGE ONE




PAGE TWO

HIS FIRM, STATED APPOINTEE'S MOTHER, DOROTHY STRAIGHT ELMHURST,
AND APPOINTEE'S FATHER WILLARD STRAIGHT FORMULATED FOUNDATION
YEARS AGO IN MEMORY MRS. ELMHURST'S LATE FATHER, WILLIAM C. fféwgzz ‘
WHITNEY, _APPOINTEE SERVES AS PRESIDENT OF FOUNDATION AND HAS
- .
BEEN THAT CAPACITY SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN.
ROSE STATED APPOINTEE®S FATHER DIED PNEUMONIA IN WORLD WAR ONE
AND MOTHER DOROTHY STRAIGHT ELMHURsT DIED DECEMBER THIRTEEN, 4W¢{?;

SIXTY EIGHT, IN ENGLAND WHERE SHE HAS RESIDED SINCE NINETEEN
TWENTY SIX, AFTER MARRIAGE TO LEONARD KNIGHT ELMHURST WMO /2A§;/4;Z75'

CONTINUES TO RESIDE ENGLAND,. APPOINTEE HAS BROTHER, WHITNEY . /@%,éﬁf'

WILLARD STRAIGHT, VICE PRESIDENT ROLLS ROYCE, INC., LONDON,

ENGLAND, AND RESIDES ENGLAND. HAS SISTER BEATRICE STRAIGHT é; ‘
COOKSON WHO IS MARRIED TO PETER COOKSON, BOTH ACTRESS AND ACTOR :

i ittt

RESPECTIVELY, AND RESIDE ONE FIFTY SIX EAST SIXTY SECOND STREET,
NYC. WIFE, DOCTOR BELINDA CROMPTON STRAIGHT, CHILD PSYCHIATRIST,
WDC. ROSE_STATES APPOINTEE AND WIFE SEPARATED AND IN PROCESS

TS s R R e S S

OF GETTING DIVORCE, RENO, NEVADA, DUE TO INCOMPATIBILITY.
TELETYPES FOLLOW. P.
END ‘
WAeso.REM FBI WASH DC
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FEDERA BUREAU OF INV@STIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE

]

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

ALEXANDRTA BUREAU 9/3/69 8/27 - 9/3/69 = _
TITLE OF CASE «

REPORYT MADE BY TYPED BY

SA HARVEY E. WILKINSON dks
CHARACTER OF CASE

MICHAEL WHITNEY ~STRAIGHT

&

Y

SPECIAL INQUIRY

REFERENCES: Bureau teletype, 8/27/69.

- P -

LEADS:

Alexandria will report the results of discreet
efforts to obtain current background data on appoingee and
his family, Alexandria will also report results of

of appointee's known relatives as furnished to Alexandria
- by the Bureau.

- A% - !
o
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED [T NONE ACQUIT-1 case nas eEEn:
convic |AuTOo.| Fua, FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS f
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [ _JYEs [_Jno
.PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS fJves [JnNo
APPROVED % M R e T DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADE: ’ iy K
A I6IY LGTE1 7

@ - Bureau e v

EEEs X=CORDED ATy
1 - Alexandria (161-176) 3 SEP 8 1909

1
[ omar e [ a6 m‘.

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
Agency .
Request Recd. m@ﬂ' B
- L -
Date Fwd. ’
How Fwd. \Qy
b‘w
By 2,
P '

54 0CT 239 1969 s

COVER PAGE 115132
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K'I'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OAJSTICE
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to: .

Report of: HARVEY E. WILKINSON . Office: Alexandria, Va.
. Date: ' September 3, 1969 )

Field. Office File #: 161-176 S Bureau File #:

Title: K MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

Character: // SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: Results of Northern Virginia Police Department

check on appointee and family set out.
- P -
DETAILS:

- Investigative Clerk JOHN B. ARMSTRONG caused a
search to be made of the files of the Alexandria, Virginia,
Police Department and was advised on August 29, 1969, that
.no record was located concerning the appointee, the appointee's
~ spouse, BELINDA CROMPTON STRAIGHT, or the app01ntee s children,
DAVID, MICHAEL, SUSAN; DIANA, or DORO ; f%?
MRS I HAEL W M/N// Qfﬁﬁb
, On ‘August 29, 1969, IC ARMSTRONG determined the 7 -
files of the Fairfax County Pollce Department reflect that t%L//ﬁkf
one BELINDAGCROMBTO IGHT, born August 15, 1920, place ﬂq/ﬁ//
. not showﬂ?§%251dence 6300 Greensprlng Road, Alexandrla,
Virginia, was issued a traffic citation on ‘March 27, 1964, for
fEITGfe to obey a highway sign for which she elected to for-

feit $22.75, and was issued another trafflc citation en ‘_s;V@-v
- April 25, 1964 for speedlng, electlng to forfeit $17.75. \//y:\
One SUSAN ROMIL / TRAIGHT, born July .2, 1948, A

‘place not shown, residing at 6300 Greensprlng Road Alexandrla,
Virginia, was issued a traffic citation on December 22, 1965,

for failure to ‘obey a trafficr. officer for which she elected
to forfeit $22.75. : '

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 10?%5&113?)
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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The above files contained no other records on the
appointee or any other members of his immediate -.famyly.
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FBI WASH DC

FBI BOSTON

z
10:34PM DEFERRED 9-3-69 RDS
TO DIRECTOR & NEW YORK

FROM BESTON (161~NEW) 2P

MICHAEL WHITNEY(%TRAIGHT, SPI.

%%L/// REBUPHONE CALL TO BOSTON AND BOSTON PHONE CALL TO NEW YORK
INSTANT DATE.

b7D

-/

STRAIGHT FOR PERIOD OF APPROX. TEN YEARS. ADVISED

MARTHA'S VINEYARD ISLAND (PROTECT IDENTITY) ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN

ALL CONTACTS WITH STRAIGHT FAVORABLE AND CONSIDERS STRAIGHT TO BE

DEPENDABLE AND LOYAL. SUMMER RESIDENT OF MARTHA'S VINEYARD. &

ADVISED HE BELIEVES STRAIGHT'S WIFE TO0 BE THE

DAUGHTER OF THE LATE SENATOR TOBY FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE.

ADVISED NO INFO HAD COME TO HIS ATTENTION THAT WOULD BAR
HIM, IN HIS OPINION, CONCERNING HIS LOYALTY. égég‘/égﬁ
TOWN SELECTMAN ALBERT 0. FISCHER, CHAIRMAN//;OA D OF SELECTMAN, "2

\__—-__’————__'-—-_%
CHILMARK, MARTHA'S VINEYARD ISLAND, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN STRATGRTLIFOR

= OCT év ”9
A PERIOD OF APPROX. TEN YEARS AS A SUMMER RESIDENT OFQQQQIHA'S w69

VINEYARD. FISCHER STATED HE CONSIDERED STRAIGHT TO BE A PEEEBE?EZEa
AND CIVIC MINDED INDIVIDUAL AND A CREDIT TO THE COMMUNITY OF CHILMARK.
SELECTMAN, FISCHER ADVISED STRAIGHT ACTIVE IN ISLAND CONSERVATION

FyeRi) BADOTOVIYEQMMI TTEE AFFAIRS DURING HIS PERIOD OF SUMMER RESIDENCE.

e s
END PAGE ONE Aﬁ%ézzzjfziz 115135




¢

PAGE TWO

FISCHER ADVISED THAT IN THE PAST STRAIGHT HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL
IN BRINGING HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO MARTHA®S VINEYARD AND, ON
ONE OCCASION, BROUGHT THE PASf SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, STEWART
LEE UDALL. FISCHER ADVISED HE WOULD RECOMMEND STRAIGHT FOR A
POSITION OF TRUST WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

CHIEF OF POLICE CHARLES V. MADER, CHILMARK, MARTHA'S VINEYARD

ESLAND, MASSe., ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN STRAIEHT FOR A PERIOD OF APPROX.
EIGHT YEARS, THE LAST FOUR YEARS WHILE HE, MADER, HAS SERVED As~
CHIEF OF POLICE.

CHIEF MADER ADVISED STRAIGHT A VERY CIVIC AND COMMUNITY MINDED
INDIVIDUAL WHO GETS ALONG WELL IN THE COMMUNITY AND HAS NEVER GIVEN
HIM ANY QUESTION CONCERNING HIS LOYALTY TO THE GOVERNMENT,

CHIEF MADER ADVISED THAT STRAIGHT CURRENTLY RESIDING AT CHILMARK
AND NORMALLY DEPARTS SHORTLY AFTER LABO DAY TO RETURN TQO NEW YORK.

CHIEF MADER ADVISED QﬁVID STRAIGHT, SON OFMPICHAEL STRQgGHT,

CURRENTLY STAYING WITH HIS FATHER AT SUMMER RESIDENCE AT CHILMARK.
SON, MICHAEL, CURRENTLY SERVING IN U.S. NAVY IN VIETNAM, AND THREE
DAUGHTERS HAVE RETURNED TO NEW YORK TO RESIDE WITH HEIR MOTHER AT
UNKNOWN ADDRESS TO CHIEF MADER,- CHIEF MADER STATED THAT IN THE PAST
STRAIGHT HAS ENTERTAINED SUCH HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AS FORMER
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT MC NAMARA AND FORMER ATTORNEY GENERAL
NICHOLAS KATZENBACH.

END

DCW

FBI WASH DC
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Mr. Tolson s’
Mr. DeLoach.wca
Mr. Mohr_____. §
Mr. Bishop...——_ §
Mr. Casper.mea '
Mr. Callahan .. §
Mr. Conrad....§
Mr.
Mr.
Mr
Mr.
Mr.
Mr

meLETYPE
L OEPL 1969 ery
| ENCI PHEWED

. Felt.
. Gale ‘
. Rosen_... |
. Suilvan__. |
. Tavel ...
. Trotter ..

344PM URGENT 9-4-69 JAM
CTOR PLAINTEXT

NEW YORK 161-3286 6P
o

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPI

7

RE NEW YORK TEL, SEPTEMBER THREE, SIXTYNINE,

INVESTIGATION, SEPTEMBER THREE, SIXTYNINE, BY SPECIAL
AGENT ERNEST W. MINTON AT LAW FIRM, MUDGE, ROSE, GUTHIER
AND ALEXANDER, TWENTY BROAD STREET, NYC.

MILTON C. ROSE, PARTNER, ADVISED APPOINTEE HAS HALF-
BROTHER, WILLIAM KNIGHT ELMHURST AND HALF-SISTER, RUTH
WHITNEY ASH, BOTH BRITISH CITIZENS AND BOTH RESIDE
ENGLAND, HALF-BROTHER RECENTLY MARRIED TO PERSON UNKNOWN
TO ROSE AND WORKS WITH APPOINTEE'S STEPFATHER, LEONARD
KNIGHT ELMHURST IN ENGLAND, HALF-SISTER MARRIED TO
MAURICE ASH AND OWN AND OPERATE FARM IN ENGLAND,

ROSE STATED APPOINTEE'S SISTER, BEATRICE STRAIGHT

COOKSON, FORMERLY MARRIED TO LOUIS DOLIVET PRIOR @4?
' A

MARRIAGE TO PETER COOKSON IN OR ABOUT NINETEE SIXTYSIX.

'\————-——"———’—-’_—_ .
STATED APPOINTEE HAS TWO SONS, DAVID AND MICHAEL,

END PAGE ONE

/

%%Z&f? %5()3/?




PAGE TWO

BOTH SINGLE, DAVID RECENTLY COMPLETED PH.D., DEGREE,
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, AND MICHAEL SERVING UNITED STATES
NAVY, HAS THREE DAUGHTERS, SUSAN, DIANA AND DOROTHY,
ALL SINGLE, WHO HAVE BEEN RESIDING APPOINTEE'S

SUMMER HOME, MARTHA'S VINEYARD. DIANA AND DOROTHY
ANTICIPATE ATTENDANCE, CORNELL UNIVERSITY., ROSE STATED
CUSTODY OF DAUGHTERS WERE NOT AWARDED TO EITHER

PARENT AT TIME OF DIVORCE DUE TO DAUGHTERS AGES, WHICH
WAS CLOSE TO ADULTHOOD,

ROSE ADVISED APPOINTEE®'S MOTHER REMARRIED IN OR
ABOUT NINETEEN TWENTYSIX AND RETURNED TO ENGLANb T0
LIVE, SHE DENOUNCED HER AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP AS DID THE
APPGINTEE®'S BROTHER, WHITNEY WILLARD STRAIGHT,

APPOINTEE KEPT HIS AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP, BUT SUBSEQUENTLY
RETURNED TO ENGLAND FOR HIS FORMAL EDUCATION, STATED

IN ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN, STRAIGHT RETURNED

TO USA AND WENT TO WORK FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

LATER ENLISTED UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AND IN NINETEEN
FORTYSIX, RETURNED TO CIVILIAN LIFE TO WORK AS EDITOR

NEW REPUBLIC WHICH HIS FAMILY OWNED., ABOUT

NINETEEN FIFTYSIX, APPOINTEE LEFT NEW REPUBLIC WHEN SOLD BY

END PAGE TwO
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- PAGE THREE

: VR
FAMILY AND DEVOTED TIME TO WRITING BOOKS AND NOVELS. Zﬁ

A ] —

IN CONJUNCTION APPOINTEE HAS WORKED AS TRUSTEE 1IN

CHARGE OF HIS FAMILY'S FORTUNE WHICH DEMANDS PRACTICALLY

HIS FULL TIME. ROSE STATED HE IS ALSO CO-TRUSTEE
APPOINTEE'S FAMILY'S FORTUNE AND HE AND STRAIGHT MEET
AT HIS FIRM APPROXIMATELY ONCE A WEEK TO HANDLE MATTERS
CONNECTED THEREWITH.

ROSE DESCRIBED STRAIGHT AS BEING EXTREMELY CAPABLE
AND ABLE AND PERSON OF UNUSUAL ABILITY. VERY IMAGINATIVE,
ORIGINAL THINKER, VERY EARNEST AND PHILANTHROPIC., VERY

~~
CONCERNED WITH FINE ARTS AND COLLECTOR OF PAINTINGS

o e |
IO R e R e — e

AND SCULPTURE.  KNOULEDGEABLE AND WELL LEARNED. STATED

APPOINTEE OF EXEMPLARY CHARACTER, INTEGRITY AND
REPUTATION AS IS HIS FAMILY AND DEFINITELY PATRIOTIC
T0O USA. RECOMMENDED HIGHLY.

END PAGE THREE
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. PA/GE FOUR . ’

MR. ALBAN VOEGELE, ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY, AFOREMENTIONED
(_—_—/"\
FIRM, ADVISED HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE TWENTY FIVE YEARS

—~—

AND RESPONSIBLE FOR HANDLING APPOINTEE'S TAX PROBLEMS.
STATED STRAIGHT PAYS HIGH INCOME TAXES SINCE HE HAS NO
BUSINESS DEDUCTION AND NEVER COMPLAINS, EXTREMELY DEVOTED
TO THIS COUNTRY AND ITS PRINCIPLES AND NO INCOME TAX
JUDGMENTS FILED AGAINST APPOINTEE. REGARDS APPOINTEE

AS MOST GENEROUS, CHARITABLE AND ENJOYS ART COLLECTING.
WELL REGARDED AS COMPETENT BUSINESSMAN AND IS PRESIDENT

OF THE WILLIAM C., WHITNEY FOUNDATION, A CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION FOUNDED BY APPOINTEE®'S FAMILY, VOEGELE

KNOWS APPOINTEE'S FAMILY MEMBERS AND VOUCHED FOR THEIR
FINE CHARACTER AND REPHTATION. DESCRIBED STRAIGHT AS
RESPONSIBLE, COMPETENT AND RESOURCEFUL. FELT APPOINTEE
WELL QUALIFIED TO HOLD RESPONSIBLE FEDERAL POSITION.
RECOMMENDS HIGHLY,.

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

HERBERT FABER, ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY, AFOREMENTIONED
FIRM, ADVISED HAS KNOWN STRAIGHT ABOUT FIFTEEN YEARS
THROUGH ASSOCIATION OF THIS FIRM, STATED APPOINTEE
DOES NOT WORK FOR FIRM BUT IS CLIENT OF FIRM. STRAIGHT
PRESIDENT OF WILLIAM C, WHITNEY FOUNDATION, WHOSE
LEGAL TRANSACTIONS ARE HANﬁLED BY THIS FIRMs. STATED
HAS GREAT RESPECT AND ADMIRATION FOR STRAIGHT, AND
REGARDS AS INTELLIGENT, RESPONSIBLE, AND PERSON
OF OUTSTANDING PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES,
FABER RELATED HAS HANDLED SEVERAL REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS REGARDING APPOINTEE AND HAS FOUND APPOINTEE
TO BE EXCELLENT PERSON TO WORK WITHe HAS MET APPOINTEE'S
WIFE ON ONE OCCASION AND CONSIDERS HER TO BE OF
SIMILAR CALIBER AS APPOINTEE. FABER RECOMMENDED HIGHLY.

MI§§_EEEEENMOROZ, ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO WILLIAM C.
WHITNEY FOUNDATION, ADVISED SHW WORKS INDIRECTLY WITH
APPOINTEE REGARDING ABOVE FOUNDATION AND HAS FOR PAST
THREE YEARS, DESCRIBED STRAIGHT AS BEING FINE PERSON
TO WORK FOR AND PERSON OF OUTSTANDING CHARACTER,
REPUATION, AND MORAL INTEGRITY. STATED NO REASON
END PAGE FIVE
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PAGE SIX
TO QUESTION LOYALTY, AND FELT WELL QUALIFIED TO HANDLE
RESPONSIBLE MATTERS, RECOMMENDED HIGHLY.

MRS. ARA BLANC, ATTORNEY, AFOREMENTIONED FIRM,
STATED HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE SINCE NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE AND 7
HAS HANDLED SEVERAL OF APPOINTEE'S PERSONAL FINANCIAL
MATTERS, DESCRIBED STRAIGHT AS BEING AN HONEST AND
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL OF OUTSTANDING ABILITY. HAS MET
SEVERAL OF APPOINTEE'S RELATIVES AND REGARD APPOINTEE®S
FAMILY AS BEING FINE REPUTABLE INDIVIDUALS. SINCE TIME
KNOWN, HAS HAD NO REASON TO QUESTION LOYALTY OF STRAIGHT
OR ANY MEMBER OF FAMILY. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED,

MISS SHIRLEY MC LEAN, SECRETARY TO MILTON C. * —
ROSE, PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, DESCRIBED APPOINTEE AS BEING
FINE CULTURED PERSON, THOUGHTFUL AND CONSIDERATE TO
EVERYONE, IS SENSITIVE AND ARTISTICALLY INCLINED AND
AVID ART COLLECTOR. CONSIDERS APPOINTEE TO BE WELL
QUALIFIED TO HANDLE MATTERS OF EXTREME IMPORTANCE,

AND RECOMMENDED HIGHLY IN RESPONSIBLE FEDERAL POSITION.

RUC TELETYPE FOLLOWS. P.

END |
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UREAL OF lNVESTIGAT N Mr. Tolson

DEPARTMENT OF JUsTl ; Mr. DeLoach_—

/_ .:ommumc;moms SECHON, ! Mr. Mohr
FBI WASH DC | cco 4196 Mr. Bishop

/' ] 'L. : “ Mr. Casper—_.

/ / v ’ Mr. Collahan._____

/ . //,’< » ’ ; Mr. Conrad....._

- //? - ' : Mr. Felt._____

FBI LASVEGAS 4 g“ﬁ~cﬂmnm___

P , My Tosen

SN e Twan

11304 AN Bys’éw 9/4/69 SFB SN
i Mr. Tintter__.___

To: DIRE@TOR, FBI - | Tele. Room
AR W | Miss Holmes___
FROM:' SAC, LAS VEGAS (161-185) (RUC) Miss Gandy.

e

- MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT. SPECIAL INQUIRY. \////%?//i

mef p s
| bl
RE NEW YORK TELEPHONE CALL TO LAS VEGAS THIS DATE.,
SANDY VIELLE, DEPUTY CLERK, DIVORCE RECORDS, WASHOE %‘W
COUNTY COURT HOUSE, RENO, NEVADA, ADVISED HER RECORDS REFLECT
THAT ON AUG. TWENTY SEVEN, LAST, BELINDA CROMPTON STRAIGHT WAS
GRANTED A DIVORCE FROM MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT AT RENO,
NEVADA, ON GROUNDS OF INCOMPATIBILITY.
CAPT..FRANK HART, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, RENO PD, AND
LT. ROBERT KELLERER, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, WASHOE COUNTY SO,
BOTH ADVISED THEY COULD LOCATE NO RECORD IN THEIR FILES

REGARDING MICHAEL WHITNEY OR BELINDA CROMPTON STRAIGHT.
CREDIT CHECK WAS NOT CONDUCTED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS

KNOWN TO THE BUREAU.
NO REPORT IS BEING SUBMITTED UACB.

END
JSS
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I BOSTON A    ;}V//

8:01PM DEFERRED 9-4-69 RDS

' FBI WASH DC ﬂ

Y
TO @IRECTCR
FROM BOSTON (161-) {(RUG)/ 3P

|
Er
{

REBSTEL TO BU AND N¥—SEPT. THREE LAST AND BU PHONE CALL TO

BS INSTANT.
It *JQ%}

EAST SEVENTYTH ST., NEW YORK, NY, WAS INTERVIEWED BY SA JOHN H.

KENOYER AT HIS SUMMER RESIDENCE IN VINALHAVEN,ME., SEPT. FOUR INSTANT.

HE ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE FOR AT LEAST THIRTY YEARS THROUGH

R e ——y

BEING THE FAMILY DOCTOR AND ATTENDED THE APPOINTEE 'S WIFE, BELINDA, AT
THE BIRTH OF HER CHILDREN. DR. KULKO STATED THAT THE APPOINTEE IS

PRESENTLY OCCUPIED WITH THE WRITING OF NOVELS AND THAT HE IS A
M

TRUSTEE OF A PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATION FOUNDED BY HIS FAMILY IN NEW YORK)#
CITY CALLED THE WHITNEY FOUNDATION., HE DESCRIBED APPOINTEE AS BEING
EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT AND CAPABLE AND ONE WHOSE HONESTY, INTEGRITY,
LOYALTY, PATRIOTISM, PERSONAL CHARACTER AND ASSOCIATES HAVE ALWAYS

BEEN ABOVE REPROACH AS FAR AS HE KNOWS. KULKO HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
THE APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE

U.S. GOVERNMENT. ‘ //éé /- é?ééff/J‘v’/o/

MRS. ANGEL MC ALPIN, PRESIDENT, MARTHA S VINEYARD- COMMUNITY

M—L‘H\

SERVICE PROGRAM, WEST CHOP RD., VINEYARD HAVEN,‘MARi&AmS VINEYARD,
MASS., ADVISED SHE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE CASUALLY FOR A PERIOD OF TEN

END PAGE ONE’)‘P _
0CTE
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| Tele. 2o m.

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPI. v//:ﬁﬁégyﬁgj

DR. ERNEST W. LKO (MD), ASSOCIATE oF APPOINTEE, ONE ONE EIGHT

Mzr, Tom=ad .
Mr., 7

1‘./'1.
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|
Miss l.oumes_ . i{
iiss Candy——
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: RAGE TWO

J
2

%EARS. KNOWS APPOINTEE TO BE A WRITER AND HIS WIFET'TO BE A

e

PSYCHIATIST AND WIFE HAS ASSISTED IN VARIOUS COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROGRAMS ALONG WITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM APPOINTEE. MRS.
MC ALPIN WOULD RECOMMAND APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION OF TRUST WITH U.S.
GOVERNMENT AND IN HER\ERESENCE HE HAS NEVER INDICATED ANYTHING SHE
WOULD CONSIDER AS BElgé DISLOYAL TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT,
Mlkigﬂ,ﬂﬁégii&ﬂ;gxz PSYCHIATRIST, N. WATER ST., EDGARTOWN, 3
MARTHA 'S VINEYARD, MASS., ADVISED HE HAS PERSONALLY KNOWN APPOINTEE
FOR APPROX. EIGHT YEARS AND FIRST ENCOUNTERED APPOINTEE WHEN APPOINTEE
DONATED MONEY TO THE STATE MENTAL HEALTH CLINIC AT MARTHA'S VINEYARD.
DR; MAZER ADVISED SINCE THIS TIME HE HAS HAD A NUMBER OF SOCIAL
CONTACTS WITH APPOINTEE AND CONSIDERS APPOINTEE TO BE A HIGHLY
RESPECTED AND INTELLIGENT MEMBER OF THE SUMMER COMMUNITY AT MARTHA'S
VINEYARD. DR. MAZER ADVISED THAT APPOINTEE’S TWO OLEST DAUGHTERS

ARE ENROLLED AT CORNEL UNIV. IN N.Y. DR. MAZER STATED APPOINTEE
CONTINUES TO RESIDE AT HIS RESIDENCE AT MARTHA'S VINEYARD WITH HIS

[N e
o b B e i,

SON DAVID AND THE WIFE AND YOUNGEST DAUGHTER HAVE RETURNED TO THEIR

—‘__-_—-—-——"_"_‘ PSS, s e e g i
HOME IN WASH. DR. MAZER ADVISED HE WOULD RECOMMEND APPOINTEE HIGHLY

FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND COULD FURNISH NO INFO THAT WOULD REFLECT
oN THE DISLOYALTY BY APPOINTEE TO HIS GOVERNMENT.

MRS. THEODORE HOWELL, REALTOR, STATE RD., CHILMARK, MARTHA'S 9/
VINEYARD,.MASS;, ADVISED SHE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE AND HIS FAMILY FOR
PERIOD OF APPROX. SIX YEARS AND HAS ASSISTED APPOINTEE AND VARIOUS
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY IN REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS. MRS. HOWELL
ADVISED THAT IN HER OPINION APPOINTEE IS AN EXTREMELY WELL REGARDED,
END PAGE TWO
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EPAGE THREE
CIVIC MINDED INDIVIDUAL WHO TAKES PART IN VARIOUS CONSERVATION
gEOGRAﬁS AND YOUTH PROGRAMS WHILE A SUMMER RESIDENT OF THE COMMUNITY.
MRS. HOWELL ADVISED THAT SHE HAS VISITED BACK AND FORTH WITH
APPOINTEE FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS AND COULD ONLY FURNISH FAVORABLE
iNFORMATION CONCERNING APPOINTEE AND HE NOR ANY MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY
HAVE GIVEN ANY INDICATION OF DISLOYALTY TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT,

CHIEF OF POLICE CHARLES V. MADER ADVISED THAT HIS RECORDS AT

!

CHILMARK, MARTHA 'S VINEYARD, MASS., FAIL TO REFLECT ANY ARREST RECORD&ﬂﬁ”MW
. S
IDENTIFIABLE WITH APPOINTEE OR ANY MEMBER OF APPOINTEE S FAMILY. 7
CHIEF MADER ADVISED THAT APPOINTEE’S SUMMER RESIDENCE AT CHILMARK I
LOCATED ON STATE RD,, A QUARTER OF A MILE EAST OF THE GAY HEAD AND

CHILMARK TOWN LINE AND THE RESIDENCE IS LOCATED ON QUITSA POND AND

HAS PHONE NO. SIX FOUR FIVE NINE SEVEN NINE FIVE.
MRS. HELEN TYRA, PROBATION OFFICER, DUKES COUNTY, MARTHA'S
i
VINEYARD, WHICH TERRITORY COVERS THE WHOLE ISLAND, ADVISED HER
RECORDS FAILED TO REFLECT ANY ARREST RECORD ON THE ISLAND FOR
APPOINTEE OR ANY MEMBER OF APPOINTEE’S FAMILY AND SHE HAD CHECKED
THESE RECORDS FOR A PERIOD GOING BACK TWENTY YEARS.

BOSTON INFORMANTS AND SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH SOME PHASES OF Vﬂﬁéwwj;

COMMUNIST ACTIVITY IN MASS. ADVISED APPOINTEE UNKNOWN TO THEM., IT plee:

IS NOTED THERE ARE NO CREDIT BUREAUS FURNISHING DETAILED COVERAGE
OF RESIDENTS OF MARTHA’S VINEYARD ISLAND.

"END o o
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Mr. Tolson
Mr. Deloach .

T ® Vi i @ . Yt
/Li" 5 ) Mr., Casper ..
’

— Mr. Callahan.__ |
| o J Mr. Conrad...—___ }
R e Mr. Felt. ‘
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A - T Mr. Rosen ‘
Mr. Sullivan... . §
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GENT 9/5/765 FMW ‘ ' Mr. Tave

Mr. Trotter

. : Tele. Room. e
PLAINTEXT ‘ Miss Holmes— |

Miss Gandy.

=

FROM MIAMI 161~678

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED - SEPTEMBER

R
éﬁﬁL;HREE, LAST. <%¢
¥

RE NEW YORK TELEPHONE CALL OF SA ERNEST MINTON SEPTEMBER
FOUR, LAST.
IN REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI, NEW YORK ADVISED
MICHAEL LERNER, LERNER MARINE LAB, ONE TWO ONE ONE DUPONT
BUILDING, MIAMI, FLA., WAS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OR ACQUAINTANCEV
OF APPOINTEE AND REQUESTED MIAMI INTERVIEW LERNER AND OBTAIN /
COMMENTS REGARDING APPOINTEE.

ON SEPTEMBER FIVE, INSTANT, MRS. J. MADEL, SECRETARY

FOR MICHAEL LERNER AND AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY,
ADVISED THAT LERNER IN EUROPE AT PRESENT TIME AND UNAVAILABEL
FOR COMMENT. LERNER PRESENTLY LOCATED AT GRAND HOTEL IN

KURHAUS, BAD TARAST, SWITZERLAND, TELEPHONE NUMB%& 2559 Ei%§22\5§;£7; /2?
FOUR - NINE ONE TWO TWO ONE. AFTER SEPTEMBER TWELVE, NEXT, -

LERNER WILL BE LOCATED GRAND HOTEL, BRISTOL, MERANO, ITALYsc ...
TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO THREE THREE - SIX ONE. ON NOVEMBER ONE, == .

END gsGE ONE | | ﬂ'ﬂ%yl
‘ ‘ 2fWM » | 115147




PAGE TWO

NEXT, LERNER WILL RETURN TO HOME LOCATED AT WESTCHESTER

COUNTY CLUB, RYE, NEW YORK, TELEPHONE NUMBER NINE ONE FOUR -
NINE SIX SEVEN = SIX ZERO ZERO ZERO,

END

WA..sdDR
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A VIA TELETYPE, [t e
’ - & ) Mr. M.ohr_____ i
@ . 90 Q e Bisror— |

. han... ¢
Wh...6...7B1 NEw Yord ENCIP ED e Conead.

Mr. Felt
- Mr. Gale.
2¢14 AM DEFERRED 9-5-69 JAS Mi. Risen
Mr. Sullivan..—

"TO D CTOR eeo PLAINTEXT o0 Mr. Tavel_——..}
' Mr. Trotter—— ,l
. Room——. |

FROM NEW YORK 161-3286 3P gﬁifmmwu__
A Z Miss Gandy——r

Q

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT; SPI. e

ZZ&/ ROOM 1245
. REFERENCE NEW YORK TEL NINE FOUR, SIXTY NINE. Q?ﬁgg%ﬁtﬁ

MRS. HARRIETT K. EVISON, ONE FIFTY REMSON STREET,

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK ADVISED SPECIAL AGENT MINTON NINE FOUR SIXTYNINE,
SHE FORMERLY WAS ASSISTANT SECRETARY-TREASURER,- WILLIAM C. WHITNEY
FOUNDATION, AND HAS XNOWN APPOINTEE ABOUT THIRTY SEVEN YEARS.

KNOWS FAMILY WELL AND FORMERLY WORKED FOR APPOINTEE'S MOTHER

AS SOCIAL SECRETARY., STATED APPOINTEE TOP NOTCHED IN EVERY

RESPECT, HONORABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY., HIS CHARACTER AND REPUT=-

TATION IS ABOVE AND BEYOND AS IS HIS FAMILY'S CHARACTER AND
REPUTATION.

SHE STATED STRATiGHT IS A PHILANTHROPIST, AND CONCERNED

WITH HELPING PEOPLE, HAS GIVEN LARGE SUMS OF MONEY TO NEEDY

ORGANIZATION, STATED WELL RESPECTED IN PROFESSIONAL AND
SOCIAL CIRCLES. APPOINTEE HAS NOT EARNED iNCOME AND HIS CHEIF
JOB IS HANDLING HIS FAMILY'S FORTUNE. HE HAS ALST WRITTEN
SEVERAL BOOKS AND HISTORICAL NOVELS IN THE PAST YEARS)

AND.HAS
END PAGE ONE /é // il f/'i// /;
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S PAGE TWO ‘i’ -
MY 161-3206 '

BEEN COLLECTOR OF ART. EVISON STATED AFPOINTEE FORMERLY
RESIDED NYC AREA MANY YEARS AGO AND ONE TIME OWNED HOME AT
APPLE GREEN, OLD WESTBURY, NEW YORK, WHCCH HE SINCE SOLD.
EVISON FELT APPOINTEE WOULD BE VALUABLE ASSET FEDERAL GOVERN-
- MENT, RECOMMENDED HIGHLY. .
MISS ALIQE_ELEEEE§1§B, EDITOR OF ANTIQUE MAGAZINE, 5

FIVE FIFTY ONE FIFTH AVENUE, NYC, ADVISED SPECIAL AGENT
MINTON NINE FOUR,SIX NINE, ANTIQUE MAGAZINE IS OWNED BY STRAIGHT FAMILY,

AND HAS BEEN SINCE ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY. STATED FIRTST MET
APPOINTEE ABOUT THIRTY YEARS AGO WHEN ANTIQUE MAGAZINE ANDTHE

B i

NEW REPUBLIC MAGAZINE SHARED THE SAME OFFICE SPACE IN NYC.

p JURSSITRE S

———

APPOINTEE WAS FORMER EDITOR, NEW REPUBLIC, PRIOR TO FAMILY
SALE, STATED KNOWS APPOINTEE'S FAMILY EQUALLY AS WELL AS
APPOINTEE, AND REGARDS ALL AS EXCEPTIONALLY NICE PEOPLE.
CHARACTERIZED STAIGHT, AS CAPABLE, INTELLIGENT, COMPETENT,
AND RESPONSIBLE. DEFINITELY PATRIOTIC AMERICAN, RECOMMENDED
HIGHLY.

RECORDS NYC CREDIT BUREAU AS REVIEWED BY INVESTIGA-
TIVE CLERK JOHN L. KAPP NINE FOUR SIX NINE, DISCLOSED SATISFACTORY
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

NY 161-3286

CREDIT RECORD APPOINTEE, RECORDS INDICATED APPOINTEE'S
GRANDFATHER, WILLIAM C. WHITNEY, SECRETARY OF NAVY, PRESIDENT
GROVER CLEVELAND ADMINISTRATIN
¥ RECORDS NYCPD AS CHECKED AT THE REQUEST OF SPECIAL AGENT
AUGUST J. MICEK NINE FOUR SIX NINE, DISCLOSED NO RECORD IDENTIFIALBE
WITH APPLICANT OR RELATIVES.,
LIEUTENANT HARRY G. KAPLUN, NASSAU COUNTY POLICE |
DEPARTMENT, WHICH COVERS OLD WESTBURY, ADVISED SPECIAL AGENT
JOHN G. FLEMIN NINE FOUR, SIX NINE, NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE APPOINTEE
OR FAMILY ON FILE,
NEW YORK CONTINUING TO CONTACT DOCTOR SHELTON SIEGEL,

ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY, AND ROGER BALDWIN, ALSO WILL REPORT
g 2 pyaal
RESULTS OF CHECK WITH @PD BUREAU OF SPECIAL SEFVICES.

END
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Mr. Tolson.
Mr. DeLoach.......
Mr. Mehr..... .
Mr. Bishop..
Mr. Casper.
Mr. Callahan._.__.
Mr. Conrad.....—
Mr. Felt.... .
Mr. Gale...._ —
Mr. Rosen___._..
. Mr. Sullivan..____
s Mr. Tavel ..
WA 10 / . Mr. Trotter.

Tele. Room

245PM URGENT 9-5-69 JLW ' Miss Holmes.
Miss .Gandy

TO DIRECTOR PLAINTEXT

FROM NEW YORK 161-3286 2P

0

HocM 1249 e
?,ICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT; SPI 7 "9&”01”/’%

RE NEW YORK TEL NINE FOUR LAST,

i

INVESTIGATION THIS DATE BY SA ERNEST W. MINTON.
RICHARD RITZEL, PARTNER, MUDGE, ROSE, GUTHRIE AND
ALEXANDER, TWENTY BROAD STREET, NEW YORX CITY, ADVISED
KNOWN APPOINTEE TWENTY YEARS BASICALLY AS A CLIENT
OF ABOVE FIRM., HAS TRAVELED WITH STRAIGHT MANY OCCASIONS
AND HAS MET FAMILY MEMBERS., RITZEL HANDLES LEGAL

' MATTERS AND COURT PROCEEDINGS APPOINTEE'S FAMILY FORTUNE.
DESCRIBED STRAIGHT AS SINCERE, EXTREMELY OBJECTIVE IN

REGARDS ENTIRE STRAIGHT FAMILY AND RELATIVES AS FIMZ /‘ éé 78/5
END PAGE ONE Jel” 7L
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PAGE TWO | o Q |

RESPECTABLE INDIVIDUALS. INDICATED STRAIGHT OF
UNQUESTIONABLE LOYALTY. RECOMMENDS HIGHLY.

JOHN ALEXANDER, SENIOR PARTNER, AFOREMENTIONED
FIRM, HAS HIGH RESPECT AND ADMIRATION APPOINTEE. HAS
KNOWN ABOUT TWENTY YEARS PRIMARILY THROUGH PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATION AND HAS SOCIALIZED STRAIGHT., CHARACTERIZED
AS RESPECTABLE, PERSONABLE AND COMPETENT, STRAIGHT
IN'CHARGE OF DECISIONS RELATING FAMILY FORTUNE WHICH
DEMANDS HIS FULL TIME. STATEﬁ APPOINTEE WELL REGARDED
AMONG BUSINESS ASSOCIATES. ALEXANDER RECOMMENDS HIGHLY.

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE FAMILIAR CP ACTIVITY
IN OR ABOUT NEW YORK CITY AREA CONTACTED NINE FOUR AND
NINE FIVE LAST, UNABLE TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION
APPOINTEE OR RELATIVES,

JOHN WISNER, ONE FIVE FOUR EAST'SIX TWo STREET,
NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED PETER AND BEATRICE COOKSON HAVE
RESIDED ONE FIVE SIX EAST SIX TWwO STREET, PRIVATE HOME,
APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS AND ENJOY EXCELLENT REPUTATION.
COOKSON'S HAVE TWO MINOR CHILDREN.

RUC TELETYPE FOLLOWS. P.

END
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"+ FEDERA

L..BU REAU OF INV!STIGATlON

REPORTING OFFICE - OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

WASHINGTON FIELD BUREAU 9/5769 8/29-9/3/69

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
- Y@ SA JAMES E. RITTER * paw

MICHAEL WHITNEY-STRAIGHT CHARACTER OF CASE \

SPI

tee

|, REFERENCE:

Butel to WFO 8/27/69.

ADMINISTRATIVE

LEAD, WFO:

- P -

WFO file 100-3644 and Bufile 100-61929 pertains to
M‘ICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, the appointee.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

] NONE

ACQUIT-] case HASs BEEN:
convic |aUTO. [ Fuse. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFQJSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: ' SA JAMES E. RITTER " Offic: Washington, D. C.

Date: 9/5/69 '

Field Office File #: = 161-6137 Bureau File #:

Title: MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: No record of appointee at the White House Office. Acquaintances

recommend. Appointee has maintained a residence for the past
five years at 3017 N Street, N.W. He currently subrents his
home at this address and when in Washington stays at the
Watergate Hotel. He is currently living at one of his
residences on Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. He is
divorced from his wife, BELINDA. His three daughters currently
reside with their mother on Fulton Street in Washington, D. C.
Their son, MICHAEL, is in the U.S. Navy serving in Saigon, and
another son, DAVID, is living with appointee on Martha's
Vineyard. Credit records negative concerning appointee.

Police 'agencies were negative concerning appointee and other
relatives. No additional pertinent information CSC. No
record HCIS.and Security Office, Department of State, Passport
information set forth., No record U.S. Secret Service. No

record‘éEC Security Files. '771}( ,Aﬂyphajz;229 /42%&57@¢4n)4n¢QL
e e
. P -

DETAILS: . AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

ER9 %8
= )

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 115 155
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EMPLOYMENT

The White House Office

SA ERLE L. NORTON, JR. caused a check to be made
of the records of captioned office on August 29, 1969.
Mrs. JEAN ROBB, Personnel Officer, advised that the files of
that Office contained no record for the appointee.

On August 29, 1969, THOMAS M. JONES, Chief of
Records, captioned office, advised SA NORTON the files
of the office contained no record for the appointee.
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Mrs. JUNE WILLNZ, National Executive Chairman,

American Veterans Committee (AVC), advised SA's JACK A.

OWENS, JR. and FORREST F. BURGESS as follows on September 35,

1969, : :

STTTITITIFII AT RIS LY EI N (Y I LY

W?«OW

4 She met the appointee around=18-“yeers ago during the
initial organization of the AVC and has had frequent contact
with him through the ensuing years. He has served as a .
National Chairman of the AVC from 1952 todl1954, and has also
served, and is presently serving, as amember of the National
Board of Directors of the AVC. He is a remarkable individual.
He demonstrates decided leadership ability. and is a man of
knowledge and devotion. He will make "a magnificent
addition to any administration.!" He is strongly anti-
Communist and has on many occasions thwarted attempts of
Communists to take over the AVE. He is eompletely trust-
worthy and dependable. His character and reputation are of
the highest quality. He is completely loyal to the U, S,
and devoted to it., No information of a derogatory nature
concerning him has come to Mrs. WILLNZ's attention, nor has
she observed him to have any objectionable habits, She
feels he is an '"exemplary person', and without any qualification,
recommends him for a position of responsibility and trust.
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ROBERT J. MYERS, Publisher of the "New Republic",
1244 19th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., and Assistant

Vice-President of the Harrison-3laine of New Jersey, Incor-
porated, advised SA's JACK A. OWENS and FORREST F. BURGESS
as follows on September 4, 1969:

P i el sl Sl A 0l &

The Harrison-Blaine of New Jersey, Incorporated,
ownes and operates the '"'New Republic" and  the Berlin and Jones,
Incorporated, a paper company, 2 East Union Avenue, East
Rutherford, New Jersey. Mr. MYERS has been the publisher
of the '"New Republic"™ for the last year and has known the
appointee for approximately two years. The appointee was
the editor of the '"New Republic'" in the 1940's. His parents
set up a fund that founded the '"New Republic'" in 1914,
and this fund was utilized for its operation until 1954.
GILBERT A. HARRISON bought a controlling interest in theés
stock of this ‘publication in 1954, and became its president
at that time. During the 1950's, the appointee has been a
contributing editev to the "New Repwblic'", but has only
written articles for it occasionally.

The appointee has a good mind and is a good writer.
He also has acquired a good art collection, having a vital
interest in finance for fine arts. He is a responsible and
reliable person of excellent character and reputation. His
loyalty is unquestionable and no information of a derogatory
nature foncerning him has come to Mr. MYERS' attention, nor
does Mr. MYERS have any knowledge of the appointee haV1ng
any objectionable habits. Withouf question, Mr. MYERS
recommended the appointee for a position of responsibility
and trust. ;

‘Mrs. GLENNON MATTHIESON, Business lManager of the
'""New Republic'", advised SA's OWENS add BURGESS as follows

on September 4, 1969:
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The parents of the appointee founded the
"New Republic'. She has known the appointee since around
1954. At that time he was writthgs articles for the '"New-
Republic." She has had a casual and infrequest association
with him. He is high minded and is most friendly and congenial
to his business associates. He has a fine character agd
reputation. Mrs. MATTHIESON has had no reason to doubt
his loyalty to the United States. No information of a
derogatory nature concerning him has come to her attention,
nor has she observed him to have any objectionable habits.

She recommended him’fgr‘jtizgézigzzginzijgonsibility and trast,

Mr. PAUL J. LYONS, Executive Director of Amnesty .

International of the United States of America (USA), Incorporated

1213, 1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., advised
SA's OWENS. and BURGESS as follows on September 4, 1969:

He first met the appointee around April, 1966. The
appointee served as €hairman of Board of the Amnesty Internation
of the USA, Incorporated;~ffom January, 1966 to March, 19687~
and Chalrman of the National Advisory Council of the Corporatlon
from 1968 “to_the. present tlme. Around January, 1967, the
Amnesty International of the USA, Incorporated, expanded
as a result of a foundation operated by the appointee's family.

The appointee is keenly intelligent and congenial
and compatible with other people. Hesis a moderate person in
all his habits. He has an '"unusual spirit of civic mindedness."
He is eager to serve and does not dry to steal the lime light
from other people in the activities of any organization which
he is a part of. He is trustworthy and responsible. His
character and reputation are outstan@lng Mr. LYONS has no
doubt about the loyalty of the appointee toothe United States.
Mr. LYONS recalls that Professor CHARLLS QUIGLEY, of Georgetown
wrote a book crediting theappointee as being a major force in
weakening the Communist Party in the United States in 1950.
Mr. LYONS also recalls that the appointee joined with Anti-
Communist elements in the American Veterans Committee (AVC),

al
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§ a newly formed Veterans organization after World War II to

thwart Communist elements in this organization, which sought
to take control of it. He recommended the appoinmee for
a position of responsibility and trust.
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U.S. SENATORS from NEW YORK

The following senators were contacted by SA RICHARD T, TAYLOR,
JR, on September 3, 1969:

Semator JACOB K, JAVITS advised that he has known appointee
for many years and considers him to be a personal friend. He has attended
many social and public functions with appointee in New York City and
Washington, D.C. He is an intelligent and capable person, who is
interested in the arts. He is an excellent writer and completely
loyal to the United States. He is anti-communist and has used his
influence to thwart the communist movement. Senator JAVITS gave
appointee his highest personal recommendation for a position of trust
and responsibility with the Federal Government.

Senator CHARLES E. GOODELL advised that he knows appointee,
but is not a personal friend of the appointee. He is aware of his
writings and knows appointee enjoys an excellent reputation, He
believes apppointee is completely loyal to the United States, and
would recommend him for a position of trust.
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ANTHONEY W. SMITH, President, National Parks
Association, 1701 18th Street N. W., Washington, D. C.,
advised SA ROGER D. ASHLAND on September @, 1969 that
he has known the appointee for over twenty-five years.
He stated the appointee is a member of the Board of
Trustees of the National Parks Association. The appointee
became a _member of the Board in 1964. For severalvyears
the appointee served on the Executive Committee of the
National Parks Association. SMITH stated the appointee
is an extremely fine person. He has been very valuable
and helpful to the National Parks Service with advice.
SMITH stated the appointee has an excellent reputation
in every respect and his character is impeccable. He
knows nothing unfavorable concerning the appointee.

SMITH said he kneWwof no reason to question the appointee's
loyalty to the United States. He added the appointee is
an expert in the publishing field. He said the appointee
was formerly editor of the magazine ''NewzRepublic."

The appointee's associates, who are known to SMITH, are
persons who are active in the work of the National Parks
Association. SMITH described these persons as very fine
people. The appointee has a wide rangee of interests

in the Fine Arts field. The appointee is the author

of a number of publications. He recommended him for a
position of trust and responsibility in the Government.

SMITH stated there are no other persons at
the National Parks Association Office in Washington, D. C.,

who would know the appointee since the present organization's
staff is relatively new.

115162
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On September 4, 1969, BELINDA C. STRAIGHT, a medical E\
doctor engaged in the practice of psychiatry, 3000 Connecticut %f (
Avenue, N.W., advised that she married the appointee in GQ é
September, 1939, and obtained a divorce from him on grounds of \
incompatlbillty in Reno, Nevada, August, 1969, Fiy children®}
were born of this marriage; namely, DAVID WILLAR STRAIGHT,
who was born October 28, 1942; MICHAEL WILLARD STRAIGHT, who
was born July 14, 1944; SUS ROMILLY STRAIGHT, who was born
July 2, 1948; DIANA DOROTHYASTRAIGHT, who was born December 14,
_1950;. and DOROTHY ELMHIRSJZ/STRAIGHT, who was born May 25, 1958,
DAVID is living at the présent time on Martha' §/VIﬁeyard with

his father. MICHAEL is in the U.S. Navy serving in Saigon. )
The three daughters are living with her at the present time ¢I}¢ff
at 4707 Fulton Street, N.W. Prior to her separation from Mr. V;{,

STRATGHT in the spring of 1969 and her divorce from him in
August, 1969, she and Mr. STRAIGHT and their children resided /
at 3017 N Street, N.W., when in the Washington, D. C. area. [t
Mr. STRAIGHT has maintained this residence for over the past .-~
five years. He also had an estate in Virginia and maintains

a residence on Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. He comes

from an extremely wealthy background and travels extensively.

He was associated with the publication, ''New Republic', which
his family funded for many years. Mr. STRAIGHT was associated
with this publication from approximately 1940 to 1954. He
originally served as the editor of this magazine but later
merely wrote articles for it occasionally. Since 1954, he has
served on the boards of various organizations but has been
writing novels and has not been employed by any outside
interests. He has been serving as President of the William C.
Whitney Foundation, New York City, New York, which his family
founded, and which concerns itself with the arts, having made
many grants in the fields of music, dance, theater, and painting.

He is an officer of several corporations, one of
which publishes the magazine "antiques.'" He was a National
Chairman of the aAmerican Veterans Committee, Chairman of the
Board Amnesty International of the U.S., Vice-Chairman of the
National Repertorg Theater, a board member of the Washington '

-
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Theater Club, and co-Chairman of the Washington Chapter of the
Legal Defense Fund of the NAACP. He is a resident of the
District of Columbia and a home owner on Martha's Vineyard,
where he is president of the Vineyard Conservation Society.

He was one of a panel of three judges who picked
""2001: A Space Odyssey' to be the U.S. entry in the Moscow
Film Festival in July, 1969; it won a special award. As an
advisor to the U.S. delegation, he attended the festival and
flew with the film to the capitols of Eastern Europe, where it
was shown in a series of special showings during the Apollo

11 Flight.

One of his writings is 'Carrington', his first novel,

which was published in 1960. Some of his other works included
"A Very Small Remnant', which was published in 1964. A book
"Trial by Television' was published in 1954, which dealt with
the confwdtation between Senator McCARTHY and the Army. His
first book entitled '"Make This the Last War'" was described as
the best of all peace books. Mrs., STRAIGHT vouched for his
character, associates, reputation, and loyalty and recommended
him most highly for a position of trust and responsibility.
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CREDIT AND POLICE AGENCIES

SE SAMUEL T. MORRIS caused a search to be made of
the files of The Credit Bureau, Incorporated, Washington,
D. C., and was advisedion August 29, 1969, that the files
contained no record for the appointee.

IC KENNETH SHAFFER on August 28, 1969, determined
that no record was contained in the Metropolitan Police
Department files concerning the appointee, his divorced wife,
BELINDA CR ON STRAIGHT; sons, DAVID WILLARD STRAIGHT and /3
MICHAEL WIM$¥RAIGHT; and daughters, SUSAN R. STRAIGHT, DIANA - !/[f"_
DOROTHY STRAIGHT and }OROTHY ELMHIRST STRAIGHT. [ " iy /// o / / /i i
1y 14 @ = i EL
It is to be noted that at all times an 1ndef1n1te’
number of unidentified records are out of file and not
available for review.

0Z16-098-808-1 £10794 sikiQ

On August 29, 1969, IC THOMAS S. HARRELL searched
the files of the U.S. Park Police and no identifiable
record could be found concerning the appointee and the above-
named persons.
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MISCELLANEOUS

files of the Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil
Service Commission, and was advised on September 2, 1969 that
no additional pertinent information was found concerning

the appointee.

; SE MAX A. PFOUST caused a search to be made of the Zi/

The files of the House Committee on Internal
Security were reviewed by SE SAMUEL T. MORRIS on September 2, labg//
and no additional pertinent information concerning the
- appointee could be located.-

SA KENNETH J. HASER caused a search to be made (///’
‘ of the files of the Office of Security, Department of State,

: and was advised on September 2, 1969 that no record was found

; concerning the appointee.

The files of the Passport Office, Depart®ent of State,
were reviewed by SA JOSEPH A. CONNORS, JR. on November 4, 1958.
They disclosed passport number 1250595 was issued to
MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT on October 6, 1958.

His passport applicatton, dated September 26, 1958,
disclosed his permanent residence as 6300 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria, Virginia. He was born September 1, 1916 at
Southalimpptan, Long Island, New York. He stated on his
passport application that during the past five years he was
in Great Britain in July, 1954 and August, 1954; also in
March, 1955, April, 1955, and July and August of 1955. He
was also in Great itain in October and November, 1956;

July and August, 1957, and November, 1957. He indicated that
from July, 1957 to November, 1957 he was in France, Germany,
and Switzerland. —

! witzer_anc

His father was WILLARD STRAIGHT, born in Osweoo,
New York in 1882 and who died in 1917. His mother is
DOROTHY WHITNEY, born in Washington, D. C. in 1888 and who
was living as of 1958 in South Devon, England.

Appointee married BELINDA CROMPTON STRAIGHT on n {Z
September 15, 1940. She was born August 15, 1920 at Rye, {

e,
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New York. ’ .

He listed his occupation as "writer", and gave
his mailing address as 1244 19th Street, N. W., Washington,
D. C.

€)Y EDEVEDY

Appointee indicated that he planned to leave
New York City on October 22, 1958 for a two-week trip /&uﬂkfr .
to Great Britain for business and family reasons. g et

|
S |
t
|
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In response to the question8 appearing on his
passport application, '"Are you now or have you ever been
a member of the Communist Pafty?" appointee answered ''No"
to each question.

OZLA-NAR-200-1 Cinvas ailia

His file reflects that passport number 414645 was
issued to him on June 17, 1954 for a two-week trip to /ékmumﬁxa'

Great Britain to hanulg“hgﬁing§§_as Lrustee for_the
family trust whose situs was both in the United States and

Great Britain. — e T R
PR

b Oy s e

- A passport renewal was issued on April 30, 1952
for passport number 289550 (which was previously issued on foz
May 31, 1950) for a one month trip to visit England and France.
At the time this passport was renewed his occupation was listed
as Editor of-the 'New.Republic', 40 East 49th Street, New
York City, New York. This passport was renewed from April 30, 1952
until May 30, 1954.

The passport number 62275 was issued on A~ril 19, 1946
for a one month trip to visit Epgland. This passport was
renewed on May 27, 1949 for two years. At the time he obtained
his renewal passport, series number 2474, appointee indicated ;
he would take a seven-week pleasure trip to visit England,
France, Switzerland and Italy.
The passport number 147418 was issued on September 18,
1934 for travel to England and other countries for one year as
a“student. According to information in the file, the appointee J-
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was to leave New York City &n September 20, 1934. On
September 18, 1934 this passport was renewed for two years
and at that time the appointee's legal residence was listed
as 1172 Park Avenue, New York City, New York. Appointee
registered with the American Consul at Plymouth, England

on August 26, 1936. At that time he stated he resided at ‘ .
Dgrt&ngtonﬁﬂall Totnes, Devon, England, where he was /@wuﬁ@w&
residing temporarily with relatives.

Passport number 55 dated July 7, 1930 was issued
by the American Consul at Plymouth, England for travel to
Switzerland, _France, Germany, Italy,‘ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁié also for return
to the United StateE““This”ﬁﬁssport was renewed for two
years July, 1932. At that time his address was listed as
Dartington Hall, Totnes, Devon, England.

*gppointee related on his passport application
that he resided in the United States from April until
the end of May, 1926, and from June, 1926 until approximately
July, 1930 when he lived at Totnes, Devon, England residing
there temporarily with his mother. He stated he intended to
return to the United States in five years when he completed
his schooling. At that time he was 13 years old.

The files of the Passport Office, Department of
State, were reviewed on September 2, 1969 by SE JOHN R.
CRUMP and the information therein was brought up to date
since they were previously revieweed in 1958.

Therfiles disclosed the appointee was issued p ssport
number C-730937 on October 30, 1962. The application
was not in the file and could not be located. On October 22, 1965
this passport was reneweddfor a proposed two-week trip to
Great Britain to visit his parents. His permanent residence u;’f
was Iisted as 6300 Green Sprlng Road, Alexandrla Virginia. ~°
On July 18, 1967 he was issued passport number
H-1011842 for a proposed three-week business_and pleasure trip
to England and.-Italy. He listed his permanent residence
as 3017 N Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 4&uha~*
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The files contained no additional pertinent ¢
information. .

On September 3, 1969 IC THOMAS S. HARRELL -
caused the files to be searched at the United States Secr%ﬁ////
Service, Department of the Treasury, and was advised
that no record concerning the appointee could be located.
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5 Oon August 29, 1969, SA PETER P. OSINSKI 4

y determined that no record concerning the appointee was

J 3 s L. 3 . . 3

3 contained in the Personnel. Security Files, Division of

g Security, United States Atomic Energy Commission,

4 Germantown, Maryland.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
HASKEEL L. BROYLES at the Library of Congress, Washington,
D, C., on September 5, 1969, and obtained from Book Review
Digests concerning books which have been written by Mr,
MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT.
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1. '"Make This The Last War'; the future of the
United States by Mr. WHITNEY consists of..417 pages, published
in 1943 by Harceurt. It was reviewed by. DOROTHA DAWSON,
Library Journal, Wilson Library Bulletin..for January, 1944,
Mr, STRAIGHT deals with the advantages that flowfURited Nations
collaboration., He calls for a Federated Europe, pivot of a
of a federated world, but holds that unless there is a funda-
mental change in the social structure of Europe there will be
no basis for European Federation, His outline of a social
- change is sweeping and concrete. Generally speaking, he is
a 145 percent New Dealer who would retain war-time emergency
measures long after the war ends. He apprently is not afraid
of the bad effect which the omnipresent governments wsphtly
exercise on human rights and individual freedom.

2, "Trial bpf Television'" by MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT,
Editor of "The New Republic'ihas written a vivid and pentrating
bagk about the Army - Mc Carthy Hearings. For 15 chapters,
\  Mr. STRAIGHT's book is mainly good color reporting and inter-
{ pretation not neutral, of course, but with a forthright, un-
fk concealed @rusading Partisanship, Senator MC CARTHY's friends
will not like the book. In the final chapter, however, Mr,
STRAIGHT goes deep into the causes of Mc Carthyism, which far
-antfdate the Junior Senator from Wisconsin. Here he is
eloquent and distrubing.

3. '"Marrington'; a novel of the West by MICHAEL
WHITENY STRAIGHT, published in 1960 by Knopf and contained 374
pages. The Book Review Digest contains several reviews of this
book by Mr, STRAIGHT and are summarized as follows:

The novel deals with the ambush and massacre of 81
men under the command of Lietenant Colonel W, J. FETTERMAN

3
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in Northern Wyoming on December 21, 1886, None survived the
ordeal and old Army records prove that FETTERMAN, A Civil
War Hero, was acting in defiance of explicit orders of his
Commanding Officer, Colonel HENRY CARRINGTON, yet CARRINGTON,
the Senior Officer of the reginent was held responsible for
the disaster, He takes a look at one of Western Fiction's
"most popular themes, the white man who riskssthe brand of
cowardice in order to try to deal fairly instead of ruthlessly
with the hostile indians. Book reviews concerning this novel
by Mr. STRAIGHT were published in the "New York Herald Tribune"
book review, page 8, April 17, 1960, "Booklist," dated July
15, 1960, '"The Chicago Sunday Tribune'" page 13, dated May 15,
1960, "The New York Times' book reviewepage 5, dated April 24,
1960 and the 'San Francisco Chronicle", page 24, dated April

24, 1960, = _ - : /
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4, "A Very Small Remnant,' by MICHAEL WHITNEY
STRAIGHT published in 1963 by Knopf containing 232 pages.
Several reviews were made of this book and indicate it is a
historical novel based on the United States behavior to the
Indians during the often bloody westward expansion at the close
of the Civil War. The story is baseddon actual fact and told
by a real historical figure, Major EDWARD WYNKOOP, a Calvary-
man who in 1864 negotiated peace with the Cheyennes,
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Mr. Tolson.____—‘
Mr. Deloach._ § :

' Mr. Mohr

- Mr. Bishop..
Mr. Casper.
Mr. Callahan_.__
Mr. Conrad_.____
Mr. Felt
Mr. Gale..
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter.

193 PM DEFERRED 9-8-69 JAM Tele. Room

Miss Holmes

TO DIRECTOR PLAINTEXT QML/
\

FROM NEW YORK  161-3206 2P %@V@ﬂé@
r ROGM 1246
ALy V7
0 - LT NED

i
MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPI ”“wil' : IAARRALEY

DATER -9 99 = ?7
S, S6( &S%/&L

RE NEW YORK TEL NINE FIVE SIXTYNINE.

DR. SHELTON SIEGEL, VICE PRESIDENT OF POPULATION

COUNCIL, ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY, YORK AVENUE AND SIXTY

SIXTH STREET, NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED SA MINTON NINE FIVE

SIXTYNINE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE THROUGH CORRESPONDENCE A!Z
WILLIAM C. WHITNEY FOUNDATION. STATED HAS CONTACTED

APPOINTEE VARIOUS OCCASIONS FOR POSSIBLE GRANTS TO

POPULATION COUNCIL AND STRAIGHT COOPERATIVE THIS RESPECT.

DESCRIBED APPOINTEE AS VERY INTELLIGENT, UNDERSTANDING

AND RELIABLE, FELT QUALIFIED TO HANDLE RESPONSIBLE 62é§‘52?f¢ //;7

POSITION, RECOMMENDED HIGHLY. d?/ﬂ’ )
REVEREND CANON WILLIAM CHASE, ASSISTANT MINISTER, 0oy L B

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH, EIGHT SIX FIVE MADISON ~ -~ T

AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED SA MINTON NINE FIVE ﬂ(ryﬂg/

SIXTYNINE FIRST MET STRAIGHT IN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

ENDU#QE& 5vi969 3% -

ééMQZZAﬂzﬂb L
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PAGE TWO
WHEN CHASE CHAPLAIN AND ASSIGNED SAME AIR STATION.

STATED APPOINTEE AIR CADET IN NINETEEN FORTYTHREE
AND LATER SERVED AS FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR DURING WORLD WAR

II. STATED SOCIALLY ACQUAINTED APPOINTEE AND FAMILY
AND RESPONSIBLE FOR BAPTIZING APPOINTEE®'S CHILDREN,

ALSO PRESIDED MEMORIAL SERVICE APPOINTEE'S MOTHER JANUARY
LAST IN NEW YORK CITY., REGARDED STRAIGHT OUTSTANDING
IN CHARACTER INTEGRITY AND REPUTATION AS HIS FAMILY,
CONSIDERS APPOINTEE LOYAL TO USA. RECOMMENDS HIGHLY.

NYCPD BUREAU OF SPECIAL SERVICES AS CHECKED BY SA
AUGUST J. MICEK SEPT. FIVE DISCLOSED MICHAEL WHITNEY
STRAIGHT MEMBER OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AN EFFECTIVE
CONGRESS AS OF JANUARY TWENTYFIVE NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.
STRAIGHT AS OF NINETEEN FIFTY ONE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN
OF AMERICAN VETERAN'S COMMITTEE. NO DOCUMENTATION
AVAILABLE REGARDING THE ABOVE WITH EXCEPTION AVC WHICH
DOCUMENTATION IS IN POSSESSION OF BUREAU.

ROGER BALDWIN NOT LOCATED FOR INTERVIEW.

NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED.,
END
JTJ FBI WAS DCXXX
JTJ FBI WASH DC
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FBI
Transmit the following in S
(Type in plaintext or code)
. AIRTEL
Via :

|

i

I

1

]

|

!

: ]

Datf. _”,9/8/69 :
a |
1

|

|

|

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, F.B.I.
FROM: SAC, WFO (161-6137) (RUC)

MICHAEL WHITNEY @TRAIGHT ’
SP1

ReWFOrep dated 9/5/69.

On 9/5/69 PHILIP AMRAM, Attorney at law, 1700 17th
Street, N.W., advised thet he has known appointee through
his active participation in the arts. Appointee is a wealthy
individual who has been a contributor financially and otherwise
in the cultural field. His character, loyalty, reputation and
- associates have been unquestionable, and he would recommend him
for a position of trust.

Washington confidential informants were contacted an
could furnish no additional information to the information
previously set forth in WFO and Bureau files. Ve

Bureau

I- WO | /29/
-0V

J\

)
U«’!" .

P‘ . ’ | o
24006729 1969 Oﬁé,l Sent v pe

Specml Agen%n Charge v 115175




Transmit the following in

FD§ (Rev. 5-22-64) ' . ”
".\“ m‘/ " )

A ;
FBI

Date: 9/8/69

{

|

]

|

|

!

|

1

!

!

- !
(Type in plaintext or codel j|
|

—4

|

AIRTEL ,
(Priority)
e et e e o o e e o e o e e i e o . o e e e Lo
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI -
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (161—3206)

SUBJECT: MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT
SPI
‘BUDED 9/3/69

Re New York telephone conversations with offices
listed below 9/3 and 9/4/69.

This is to confirm our telephone discussion
regarding contacting various organizations and person
acquainted with appointee in your territory.

Inquiry New Republic, NYC, 9/3/69, disclosed
only two people at that address. Mr. FRANCIS MC ADAMS,
Advertising Director, advised that main office of New
Republic located 124h 19th Street, N.W.

Inquiry William C. Whitney Foundation, 20 Broad
Street, NYC, 9/3/69, disclosed appointee Chairman of
Amnesty Internatlonal 1346 Connecticut Avenue, Washipgton,
D.C. Following persons acquainted appointee: PHILIP
STEIN, 1632 O Street, N.W., BENJAMIN BRADLEE Washington
Post, 1515 L Street, N.W., both Washington, D.C., LEWIS
KIMBELL, Headmaster, Potomac School, Mc Lean, Virginia,
MICHAEL LERNER, Lerner Marine Labs, 1211 Dupont Bulldlng,
Miami, Florida, Mrs. ANGEL MC ALPIN, President, Martha's
Vineyard Community Services, Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts,
Dr. ERNEST W. KULKA, 118 East 70th Street, NYC, who is
vacationing in Maine, telephone number 207 863~ 2256
ANTHONY WAYNE SMITH, President, National Parks ASSOClation,
1701 18th Street, N. . Washington, D.C.

(D - Bureau éé// /7
1l - Alexandria : 5=
l - Boston i NO‘ e !
1 - Miami 3 SEP < 568

1 - Washington Field v
1 - New York

-

i

d{

.82

Sent » M  PerZ
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As previously requested, interested offices handle
interviews in your territory.
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FD-263.(Rev. 12-19-67)

-~ FEDERABUREAU OF INVBSTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

ALEXANDRIA BUREAU 9/9/69 . 8/29 -~ 9/5/69
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

YQ SA HARVEY E. WILKINSON dks
MICHAEL WHITNEY-STRAIGHT CHARACTER OF CASE

SPECIAL INQUIRY

REFERENCE: Bureau teletype, 8/27/69;
' WFO airtel, 8/29/69,

- P -
LEADS:

ALEXANDRI A

AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

%\,,%

. b3

Will report results of on appointee arid
relatives when completed s

- A* -
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED [T NONE ACQUIT-l case nas seen:
convic [auTo.| Fue. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS :
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [_JvEs [ JNoO
PENDING PROSECU TION
OVER SIX MON THS [Jvyes [Ino
P
APPRovEDQ’M\ i ASENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

comsst)— B /é/i' éé ﬁf/;d

1 - Alexandria (161-~176)

NOT RECORDED
14 SEP 11 1969

— .o t
e —

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations

Agency

Request Recd.

'Date Fwd. ‘ . r
How Fwd. . . “ _Sp:eh“’ e
A 5@0 CT 2 a i GPO : 19;5 O - 209-885

9 ]969 COVER PAGE ’ 115178
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B@-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) B . . ) .\.g} 3

L 3-/._*-.;;"" “

Copy to:

Report of:

Date:

UhﬁED STATES DEPARTMENT OF QSTICE /,4 :
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION P

 HARVEY E. WILKINSON Ofic:  Alexandria, Virginia
September 9, 1969

Field Office File #: 161-176 Bureau File #:

Title:

Character:

Synopsis:

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

SPECIAL INQUIRY

Employee of appointee, Mr. JOHN QUAST, highly favorable
in comments. LEWIS E. KIMBALL, Jr., associate of
appointee, highly recommends.

...P -

DETAILS:

On September 3, 1969, Mr, JOHN QUAST, 4525 Greenspring
Road, Alexandria, Virginia, advised that he has been in the
employ of the STRAIGHT family for about 40 years, and has worked
directly for the appointee perhaps 25 to 30 years. He stated he
is presently the caretaker for the property owned by the appointee
at 3600 Greenspring Road, Alexandria. He explained that the
appointee, the appointee's family, and his wife all resided on
the estate up until early 1964, when Mr, STRAIGHT purchased the
home on N Street in Georgetown area of Washington, D.C., from
the former owner, Mrs. JACQUELINE KENNEDY, and took up residence
there, - At that time, the STRAIGHTSs - 1eased their property on
Greensprlng Road and have not 11ved there since then.

e He further stated that he understands that Mr. and
Mrs, STRAIGHT are now separated and contemplating getting a

 ~divorce, if not already done so. He added, however, that any

bills he receives in connection with the estate; he merely

- forwards on to Mr. STRAIGHT at the N Street address in George-

tOW'n‘

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It i1s the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 115 179
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He further stated that as far as he is concerned,
both Mr. and Mrs. STRAIGHT are exceedingly fine individuals
and wonderful employers, They have always been very con51derage
-and kind to him, they give him the instructions they wished
followed in connection with the estate and then leave him
alone to carry out these instructions. He vouched for the
appointee's character, associates, reputation, and loyalty
and highly recommended him for a position of trust and confidence,

PRI PRE
Wy

On September 5, 1969, Mr, LEWIS E. KIMBALL, Jr.,

Head Master, Potomac School 1345 Potomac School Road
McLean, V1rg1n1a, advised he has been associated with the
appointee for at least five years or longer. He explained
that Mr, STRAIGHT up until a year ago, was a member of the
Board of Trustees of the school and alkso Mr. STRAIGHT's
children, at one time or another, attended the school as
students, Currently, Mr. STRAIGHT's youngest child, DOROTHY,
is a sixth grade student at the school. He described Mr.
STRAIGHT as "“top flight', Currently Mr, STRAIGHT is
vacationing at Martha's Vineyard in Massachusetts and he
understands that Mr, and Mrs. STRAIGHT are now separated

. and contemplatlng a divorce. He stated he did not know the
reason for this divorce or any of the details and did not
know where Mr., STRAIGHT would reside.. upon his return to the
‘Washington, D.C. area., He stated, however, that in his
opinion, ‘both Mr., and Mrs, STRAIGHT were both individuals
whose character, reputation, associates, and loyalty is
above reproach, He recommended the appointee for a position
of trust and confidence with the:United States Government.
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DECILASSTE CATIOH Al HUBRITY DERIVEL PRl
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r

DLTE O5-0i-200 5 32331?T3ﬂ A ’ ’ %
z; ‘ 6; Fg,::o':‘o |0 . 5010-106 ‘ ’?A‘ z
- Gi  EN. REG. NO. 27 o Tolson
¢ .. UNITED STATES ("ERNMENT ’ Sl
Bishop

Casper

Memorandum =5
TO : Mr, Gale%yy

FROM :W, V. Clevelan

Gale

Rosen
Sulliva
é Tavel

Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

e fMW‘

My memorandum dated 8/27/69 (attached) advised that at Qr
the request of the White House an investigation was being con- Q
ducted concerning Mr., Straight, aged 53, Mr. Straight is being
considered for a Presidential appointment, position not stated. %gﬁg

\

t\§ ;

SUBJECT: MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT
/ SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE

The 9/4/69 issue of "The Washington Post! indicates Mr. Straight
is being considered for the position of Deputy Chairman, National
Council jon the Arts.

The White House was previously furnished a summary memo-
[randum dated 12/28/50 containing the results of investigation con-
ducted concerning Mr, Straight prior to December, 1950. That
{ investigation developed information concerning Mr. Straight's
lassociation with various communist front organizations. 7

Since 1963 Mr. Straight has been contacted by the FB]
T a number of occa51ons. He has furnished 1nformatxon concernlng[

\

The White House was previously furnished, as,a result of N
a name check conducted by the Crime Records Division, the results \\
of a 6/18/63 interview of Mr, Straight by the FBI. 1In this
interview Mr. Straight furnished detailed information concerning
his communist activities and contacts with the Russian espionage
apparatus during the late 1930's and 1940's. This interv%iégi%

AR TS e e e

also being included as an enclosure to the current summary - {0

Mr. Straight is President of the William C. Whitney
Foundation, New York, New York, and is a noted author. He is also
engaged on a full-time basis as trustee in charge of his family's
estate. Mr. Straight is currently described as being anticommunist.

Enc. 5 T/~ &P '
M Ryr' Coby :/&/ éé7f’y7/

—Mrs—Browi— :
1 - Mr. DeLoach [be - 61929 NOT | REGORDED

Mr. Sullivan CONTINUE
Mr. Gale of><~3- % 0(9[ Z3 1969

o ‘Mr. Cleveland’

4 CS’;"S dUiogH Sher ) 777
BP, h (7
i %) 0CT 24 o

UNRECORDED ¢owr FIITDIN

bl
1t 4

TICT CONTAINED @,
ASGIFIED
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Memorandum to Mr. Gale
Re: Michael Whitney Straight

Mr. Straight's former brother-in-law, Louis Dolivet, has
been described by reliable informants as being an active inter-
national communist agent in early 1930. Since Louis Dolivet's
arrival in the United States in 1939, he is not known to have

! engaged in espionage or communist activities. He is described as
pro-American and anti-Soviet; however, other informants are of the

i opinion that Louis Dolivet is an inactive, but highly placed,

§ Soviet agent. Mr. Straight's sister, as of September, 1950, was

- reportedly separated from Louis Dolivet and she since married an
actor by the name of Peter Cooksogiggfém

Mr. Straight advised the FBI in 1967 that his daughter,
Susan Romllly Straight, while attending Cornell University, Ithaca,
| New York, in 1966 was assoc1ated with a group of students which
ﬁwas affiliated in general with the Students for a Democratic Society.

STATUS : Investigation complete except for records checks at
two governmental agencies. Any additional information which can
be developed concerning Mr, Straight's association with Louis
Dolivet will also be furnished to the White House.

ACTION: Attached for approval is a letter to Mr. Ehrlichman

Transmitting the results of current investigation to the White
House,

115182




o . Mr. Tolson_______
' A Mr. Deloach ____
. ’ Mr. Mohr.
' Mr. Bishop.
. Mr. Casper.
\\’ Mr. Callahan.____
a, Mr. Conrad..____
A Mr. Felt_______
. Mr. Gale _______
. Mr. Rosen_.

WA, .04 Mr. Sullivan____
Mr. Tavel _.
CBI NEW YORK Mr. Trotter.
Tele. Room_____

Miss Holmes

DEFERRED 9-11-69 WPK Miss Gandy.

1-25 MAM
TO DIRFETOR (PLAINTEXT) P
FROM NEW YORK 161-3206 2P El‘l/ ‘"‘Rﬁé} iy

i0 = &%

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT, SPI. //Lg/ﬂi"

' REBUTEL CONVERSATION WITH NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER TEN,

SIXTY NINE.
INFORMANTS FURNISHING POSITIVE INFORMATION LOUIS

DOLIVET, NOW DECEASED, CURRENT INFORMANTS FAMILIAR WITH

COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY, NYC AREA, CONTACT THIS DATE 7,
AND UNABLE TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION REGARDING APPOINTEE

OR DOLIVET,
MILTON ROSE, PARTNER, MUDGE, ROSE, GUTHRIE AND ALEXANDER,

%z

TWENTY BROAD STREET, NYC, CONTACTED THIS DATE AND ADVISED:

LAST HEARD DOLIVET RESIDES PARIS, FRANCE, STATED APPOINTEE

HAS NOT SEEN DOLIVET IN OVER TWENTY YEARS. DOLIVET é//) ;)

ASSOCIATED MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY AND COMES USA ONCE~0R T
ECo &)g@

TWICE A YEAR ON BUSINESS, BUT HAS NO SOCIAL OR BUSINB@SOCT 3 1969 r‘/

ASSOCIATIONS WITH APPOINTEE.

5440729 Jap9 ot . _
{24 3 W 115183
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PAGE TWO

REVEREND CAVON WILLIAM CHASE, ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, EIGHT SIXTY FIVE MADISON AVENUE, NYC, FRIEND
OF STRAIGHT FAMILY, ADVISED THIS DATE DOLIVET FRENCH
CITIZEN AND HAS NOT BEEN IN USA IN YEARS. STATED KNEW OF
NO ASSOCIATION BETWEEN STRAIGHT AND DOLIVET,
MRS. HARRIETT EVISON, FRIEND OF FAMILY, UNAVAILABLE.
\Q\REPORT BEING SUBMITTED.

WAooooRM

END

FBI WASHH DC
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ELlass R ICATION ADTHUETTY DERIVED PRI
I sUTCRATIL DRCLASSIZITATINN GUINE

ATE Un-0d-0018 CoB1 TR0
~ " OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

\ TaEES
U&‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT O’USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

September 10, 1969

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

This summary memorandum covers the period since
December, 1950. Mr., Straight was born on September 1, 1916,
in Southampton, New York.

Employment

Mr. Straight continues to serve as President,
William C. Whitney Foundation, New York, New York. He
continued to serve as a contributing editor to the magazine
"New Republic,' New York, New York, until approximately 1956.
The "New Republic"” is self-described as "A Journal of Opinion."”

Mr. Straight is also engaged on a full-time basis
as trustee in charge of his family's estate.

In additioh to the aforementioned employments,
Mr. Straight has written several books. These books are
described as being primarily historical novels.

. He is now or has been a member of numerous social,
civie, and professional organizations. He 1s now serving or

has served in the past on the governing boards of some of these
organizations. Among these organizations are the American
Veterans Committee, the Amnesty International of the United
States of America, the National Parks Association, the Washington
Theater Club, and the Washington, D. C., chapter of the Legal
Defense Fund of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, all Washington, D. C.

Marital Status

Mr. Straight and the former Belinda Crompton were
married on September 10, 1939. The records of Washoe County
Court, Reno, Nevada, disclose Belinda Crompton Straight was
granted a divorce from Mr. Straight on|August 27, 1969, on the
grounds of incompatibility. The records contain no information
of a derogatory nature.

CONF IAL

GROU

Exclyulled from automatic

dow ading and declassification
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Michael Whitney Straight

Mrs. Belinda C. Straight, Washington, D. C., advised
she obtained a divorce from Mr. Straight in Reno, Nevada, in
August, 1969, on the grounds of incompatibility. Mrs. Straight
stated that prior to the Spring of 1969, she and Mr. Straight
and their five children maintained a residence at 3017 N
Street, Northwest, Washington, D, C. She added she has since
moved to 4707 Fulton Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., and
Mr., Straight is currently occupying his summer home located in
Chilmark, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts.

Mrs., Straight advised she would vouch for Mr. Straight's
character, associates, reputation, and loyalty. She stated she

would recommend him most highly for a position of trust and
responsibility.

Mr. Straight and his son, David, reside on State
Road, Chilmark, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. When in
Washington, D. C., Mr, Straight resides at The Watergate Hotel,
2650 Virginia Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D. C. Mr. Straight

also maintains an estate located on Green Spring Road, Alexandria,
Virginia.

Military Service

He continued to serve in the United States Army Officers'
Reserve Corps, inactive service, until April 1, 1953, when his
appointment as a second lieutenant was terminated by reason of
declination of an indefinite term. His service record is clear.

Interviews

June A. Willenz, National Executive Chairman, American
Veterans Committee, Washington, D. C., advised she was first
associated with Mr. Straight over twenty years ago during the
initial organization of the American Veterans Committee. She
stated she has had frequent contact with Mr. Straight through the
ensuing years. Mrs. Willenz related Mr. Straight served as
National Chairman of the American Veterans Committee from 1952
to 1954 and is presently serving as a member of the National Board
of Directors of this organization., She stated Mr. Straight is a
remarkable individual who has demonstrated decided leadership
ability and will make "a magnificent addition to any administration.”
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She described him as being strongly anticommunist, She explained by
stating a number of years ago communist elements attempted on a
number of occasions to take over the American Veterans Committee.
She advised Mr. Straight was primarily responsible for thwarting
the attempts by the communist elements to take over this organi-
zation. Mrs. Willenz described Mr. Straight as a man of knowledge
and devotion who is completely trustworthy and dependable. She
said Mr. Straight's character, associates, and loyalty are above
reproach. Mrs. Willenz concluded by stating she feels Mr. Straight
is an exemplary person and she would recommend him without any
qualification for a position of trust and responsibility.

Harriett K. Evison, New York, New York, advised she has
known Mr. Straight and members of his family for approximately
thirty-seven years. She related she formerly worked for
Mr. Straight's mother as a social secretary and subsequently she
was employed as an assistant secretary-treasurer, William C. Whitney
Foundation, New York, New York, Mrs. Evison described Mr. Straight
as being top-notch in every respect. She said Mr. Straight is a
philanthropist and concerned primarily with helping people and has
given large sums of money to needy organizations. She advised
Mr. Straight is well respected in professional and social circles
and is noted for his authorship of historical novels. Mrs. Evison
stated she would recommend Mr. Straight and his family without any
hesitation regarding their character, reputation, loyalty, and
associates. She stated she felt Mr. Straight would be a valuable
asset to the Federal Government and would highly recommend him for
a position of trust and confidence.

Ernest W. Kulka, M.D., New York, New York, interviewed in
Vinalhaven, Maine, advised he has been closely associated with
Mr, Straight and his family for at least thirty years. He stated
Mr. Straight is engaged in writing novels and is also President
of the William C. Whitney Foundation, New York, New York, which is
a philanthropic foundation founded by Mr. Straight's family.
Dr. Kulka described Mr. Straight as being an extremely intelligent
and capable individual. He stated Mr. Straight's honesty, integrity,
loyalty, character, and associates have always been above reproach.
He stated he would highly recommend Mr. Straight for a position of
trust and responsibility with the United States Government.

Alice Winchester, Editor, "Antiques," New York, New York,

advised the "Antiques'" magazine has been owned by the Straight
family since about 1930. She stated she has been associated with
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Mr. Straight for about thirty years, relating that the "Antiques”
magazine and the '"'New Republic" magazine formerly shared the

same office space in New York, New York. Miss Winchester said
Mr. Straight and his family are regarded as exceptionally nice
people. She described Mr. Straight as a capable, intelligent,
competent, and responsible individual who is definitely a
patriotic American. She advised she would highly recommend

Mr. Straight for a position of trust and responsibility.

Milton C. Rose, Senior Partner, Mudge, Rose, Guthrie,
and Alexander, law firm, New York, New York, advised the
William C. Whitney Foundation is a client of this law firm., He
stated the William C. Whitney Foundation is a charitable organi-
zation created by Mr. Straight's parents in memory of his grand-
father, William C. Whitney. Mr. Rose related Mr. Straight has

served as President of this foundation since its inception in
1937,

Mr. Rose advised Mr. Straight devotes his time primarily
to writing novels and handling his duties as trustee in charge of
his family's estate. He described Mr. Straight as being an
extremely capable person of unusual ability. He stated Mr. Straight
is an imaginative, original thinker who is engaged in various
philanthropic enterprises. He said Mr. Straight has always
exhibited an interest in the fine arts and is a collector of paintings
and sculptures. Mr. Rose concluded by stating Mr. Straight's and
his family's reputation, character, associates, and loyalty are
above reproach. He said he would highly recommend Mr. Straight for

a position of trust and responsibility with the United States
Government. :

Jacob K. Javits, United States Senator from New York,
interviewed in Washington, D. C., advised he has known Mr, Straight
for many years and considers him to be a personal friend. He
stated he has attended many social and public functions with
Mr. Straight in both New York, New York, and Washington, D. C.
Senator Javits described Mr. Straight as an intelligent and capable
person who is interested in the arts. He said Mr. Straight is an
excellent writer and is completely loyal to the United States. He
related Mr. Straight is anticommunist and has used his influence
to thwart the communist movement. He said he would give Mr. Straight
his highest personal recommendation for a position of trust and
responsibility with the Federal Government.
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Charles E. Goodell, United States Senator from
New York, interviewed in Washington, D. C., advised he knows
Mr. Straight primarily by reputation. He stated he is aware
of Mr. Straight's writing and knows Mr., Straight enjoys an
excellent reputation. Senator Goodell related he believes
Mr. Straight is completely loyal to the United States and he
would recommend him for a position of trust.

Twenty-two additional persons, consisting of social
acquaintances, co-workers, neighbors, and professional associates
were interviewed. They furnished favorable comments concerning
Mr. Straight's character, reputation, loyalty, morals, ability,
and associates. Persons well acquainted with him stated he is
a dependable, trustworthy, and intelligent person. He was
recommended for a position of trust and confidence. Persons
acquainted with the other members of Mr., Straight's family advised
they are all reputable individuals. ‘

Close Relatives

" In addition to his former wife and son, mentioned
previously, Mr. Straight has the following close relatives:

Father Willard Dickerman Straight
deceased

Mother . Dorothy Whitney Straight

Elmhurst -

deceased

Stepfather Leonard Knight Elmhurst
Totnes, England

Son Michael Willard Straight
United States Navy

Daughter Susan Romilly Straight
Washington, D. C.

Daughter Diana Dorothy Straight

Washington, D. C.

Daughter Dorothy Elmhurst Straight
Washington, D. C.
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Brother Whitney Willard Straight
London, England

Sister ) Beatrice Straight Dolivet

Cookson
New York, New York

Half brother William Knight Elmhurst
' London, England

Half sister Ruth Elmhurst Ash
Totnes, England

Credit and Arrest Checks

Information has been received from the appropriate
credit reporting agencies in the continental United States
indicating their files contain either no record or no additional
pertinent information concerning Mr. Straight.

Information has been received from the appropriate
law enforcement agencies in°the continental United States
indicating their files contain no information concerning
Mr. Straight or his close relatives, except the following:

The records of the Fairfax County
Police Department, Fairfax, Virginia,
disclose Mr, Straight's former wife,
Belinda C. Straight, on March 27,
1964, was charged with a traffic
violation (failure to obey highway
sign). She elected to forfeit
collateral in the amount of $22.75.
On April 25, 1964, she was charged
with a traffic violation (speeding)
‘and she elected to forfeit collateral
in the amount of $17.75.

The records of the Fairfax County
Police Department, Fairfax, Virginia,
also disclose Mr. Straight's daughter,
Susan R. Straight, on December 22,
1965, was charged with a traffic
violation (failure to obey traffic
officer). She elected to forfeit
collateral in the amount of $22.75.

- 6 - :
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Passport Record

The records of the Passport Office, Department of
State, Washington, D. C., disclose Mr. Straight has been issued
several passports since 1930 for travel to Europe for the purposes
of study, pleasure, and business. The last passport was issued
on July 18, 1967, for a proposed three-week business and pleasure
trip to Europe. The records contain no additional pertinent
information. :

Miscellaneous

Information Concerning Mr. Straight

The December 6, 1952, issue of the "Times-Herald," a
Washington, D. C., newspaper, reported that Michael Straight,
president of the William C. Whitney Foundation, was questioned
before a special committee of the United States House of Repre-
sentatives investigating tax-exempt foundations. According to
the article, Mr. Straight was questioned concerning $19,000 in
grants by the Foundation which were made to organizations '"cited
as subversive or communist fronts. Straight contended that none
of these organizations was known to be a communist front at the
time grants were given and said they were cut off when so listed."

In 1955, "Michael Straight, Publisher, The 'New Republic,'"
was listed as a signer of "A Petition to the President of the
United States on Amnesty for Smith Act Victims and Postponement
of Trials."”

Since 1963, Mr. Straight has been contacted by the FBI
on a number of occasions and he has furhished information concerning
his association with communist groups in England and his contacts
with a Russian espionage apparatus after his return to the United
States. These activities occurred during the late 1930's and the
early 1940's. The enclosed communication sets forth the results of
a June 18, 1963, interview with Mr. Straight.ﬁ§;24 .

‘Information Concerning Daughter, Susan Romilly Straight

Mr. Straight, in 1967, advised his daughter, Susan Romilly
Straight, while attending Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, in
1966, had associated with a group of students which was affiliated
in general with the Students for a Democratic Society. P

T -
. CO%IDENTIAL

115191




Michael Whitney Straight

The Students for a Democratic -
Society is a pro-Marxist and
anarchistic organization which

has been deeply involved in

campus revolts and anti-Vietnam
demonstrations in the United States.

Mr. Straight's daughter, Susan, was one of three persons

observed on September 19, 1967, placing handbills on cars located

in the parking lot of the Pentagon Building, Arlington, Virginia.

The handbills carried the wording, "Exorcise the Pentagon, 10/21-22,"

also an artist's drawing of a figure of a female and the words

"Martin Carey - Artist.” On instructions of the United States
\Attorney's Office, Alexandria, Virginia, these individuals were

released by the Pentagon Building Police Department.

The name Sue Straight was included on a list of those
in attendance at the National Mobilization Committee to End the
War in Vietnam, Administrative Committee Meeting, which was held
on October 7, 1967, in New York, New York.

Information Concerning Former Brother-in-law, Louis Dolivet

Mr., Straight's sister, Beatrice, married Louis Dolivet
on February 21, 1941, and as of September, 1950, they reportedly
were separated. In about 1966, Mr. Straight's sister married Peter
Cookson.

Informants, who have furnished reliable
information in the past, advised that in
.early 1930 Louis Dolivet was an active
international communist agent in Europe.
‘He was allegedly active in several .
communist front ganizations in France
and Switzerlan Louis Dolivet was
reportedly a close associate of Willie
Muenzenberg, an admitted Soviet agent

in Europe, who wag reportedly assassinated
by the communists Since his arrival in
the United States in 1939, Louis Dolivet
is not knowni to have engaged in espionage

activities or communist subversive
activities. His employers recommended}?éﬁizﬁﬂﬁ
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him as being pro-American, and anti-
Soviet. Other informants are of the

opinion that Louis Dolivet is an )
inactive, but highly placed, Soviet Agent g

Informants, who have furnished reliable information in
the past and who are acquainted with some phases of communist
activity in the Washington, D. C., New York, New York, and
Massachusetts areas, were contacted and they advised they were
unable to furnish any additional pertinent information concerning
Mr. Straight or members of his family.

Agency Checks

Information has been received from the following
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either no
record or no additional pertinent information concerning
Mr. Straight:

Bureau of Personnel Investigations,
Civil Service Commission; House
Committee on Internal Security;

Office of Security, Department of
State; Defense Central Index of
Investigations and United States

Army Investigative Reggrds Repository,
Fort Holabird, Maryland;_ National
Security Agency, Fort George G. Meade,
Maryland,) United States Atomic Energy
Commission; United States Secret Service;
and the White House Office.

The central files of the FBI, including the files of
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent
information concerning Mr. Straight. -

Enclosure
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HICHALL WHITNEY STRKTCT

o Straight wes interviewed con Junc 18, 1963, &t )
vashington, N.C., by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and furnished the informatid selt forth
hereafter. :

Straight advised he was born September 1, 1616
at Southaumpton, Long Island, New York. Hig father, Willaxrd
Straight, died two ycar lzter and he was taken to England
vhere he was rajsed and educsated. His mother was occupied
with various interests and also remarried a LOW years
following the deszth of his father. Straight szid in effect
his early life was that of an orp an although he guwtcved
“from no lack of material chﬂn .

Stralphu stated he cvucrod Cdmowlogc Un:vbrsvty

Lo in the fall of 1934 and was domiciled at Trinity College.
T . He sald he developed a warm and lasting fyrilendship with John
v S Cornford, two years his senjor, whom he described as a )

brillisnt student and confirmed Communist. Straight stated

" Cornford was killed in zetion in late 1936 during the Spanish
" 7 Civil War while fighting for the Loyalist cause and he had
¥ - been the one who broke the news to hisg pavents in 1937 when

: the death became kvown. Sirgight said the loss of his
friend hLad a profound ﬁifCCf upoi hxm. :

e Straight rel: ted during his second year at Cambridgs.
Ei he joined & student Conmunist group in the university which
B rumbered perhaps twenty-five members. He said to his knowTedwe
= the members did not carry Communist Pariy cards, or pay regolary
party dues, and wore ot formally affiliasted with the BrlLLSh
P Communist Party. Straight said they did hold meetings, contri-.
rroms o —bute” to the Party. anu its-front organizations,  and participate.. -
?§Q~  ©in doenwastrations Straight szid the gedup was headed by
Pl ' John Cornfoxd, dbOVO, and James ¥Xlugmann, also a brilliant
. student and adiczted Communist, who later served the British .
o Governmcnt during World VWarx IT and was in liaison between
t Britain and iho Xugosldvc. ptrqxghx advised othexr student
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C'RE:  MICHARL WAYTREY STRAIGHI

. - . - . . .

nenbers of the Communist group readi]y recalled were Brizn
‘Simon, of ]erlhghan, England (son of Sir Erne 5T Simon;
Governor of British Broadcasting Compsny), J. M. Ever, a -
graduate LULCMt somewhat older than Streight, Legllc Humphr’y

Leo Long, and Hugh Gordon, a roommate. of Stra 1~ht at ﬁrwnmty
College. Co .

S rajight stated QULJHV his sec
he vas a]qo aduitted to-the well kunown
Society" (The Aposties), vhlcn he descri
discussion society which was "non-confovi v
and vas SOupWh t similaxr in character to @ secret ¥
‘in the United States. This or gentaatlon he ld-meetindu nce]]y
at which papers were presented and various political and cul
‘tural topics were discussed, Straight said although the o
'&oclety wvas not political he later learned there were - _ -
Communist Party (CP) members in the orvganization such as Guv
Qe Moncy Burgess and Professor Anthony Bludt but pointed out
o the mémbership also included many dis c;ngu;shcd persons such )
- .7 jas Lord Bertrand Russell and Lord John Maynard Keynes. e

Straight advised through his associations in the

"Coavo rsazione Society" he had come into contact with Guy’
! Burgess and Professor Anthony Biunt, mentioned above. Straight
§ mentioned he had also met Burgess th xounh his- hrotbor Whitney
i S Willevad Straight who was well acguainted Yith Jurgess although
1 " ‘he did not know how.they met. Straight szid hig brother was
‘an automobile racing enthusiast and did not know of any common
iinterests with Burgess. Straight degcribed Burgess as brillsant
‘and intervesting but stated he was p1ysic 211y repulsive, unkempt
in appearance, a drunkard, a notorious and promiscucus homos SEXUS
snd a known Communig i. - s ST
- ) A

. Sfraight'GOSﬁri}ed Professor Anthony Blunt ds a
young professor ol languages perhaps Tive or gix years his

. senior, and statéd Blunt was also Ubll knowin ag a confirvmed
M"N__muxx__hONOSGXUal Straight said Blunt reg sided at Cnmhr;dwo S
Q'W“‘ﬁ“"-'~-UnJVgr°ﬁLy and “tatught the TFrench: “nguag,;:.blun.u,du even oot

then an expert in the field of fime art and today is regarded
as a leading expert in this field. TFor the past ten ysars or
so Bluft has been Director of the Courtauld Institute, a well
known gallery of art founded by Samuel Courtauld, Blunt is

algo "Keeper of the Queens Picrvrco." including the Richmond
Park Collection ﬁnd now bca s the knighted title Sir Anthony’
Llunt. : . o '

~a
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RE: MI CHAEL WHTTN) Y STR! TGH’I‘

Straight related that sometime after the dc th of
John Cornford became known, Professor Blunt invited him to a
neeting and Straight visited Blunt in his University quarters.
-Blunt told Siraight that he and an associate had been watching
him and informed Straight {that the death of Coruford had -
focuncd sticontien on Sivalight. Tt was pointed cut by Rlunt
that Cornford made the supreme sacrifice and Blunt suggc.”ed
that Straight should zlgo make sowme comparable sacrifice.
'Stv"ght szid he did have a sense of guilt that he had not
fought in Spsin a2 well as decp sorrow over the death of
" Cornioxrd. SLTni“"T gaid Blunt wequested that he discontinue
his work in the Communist movement in England and turn to
vork in the internationzl field. Blunt eaid the Taird
Internationgl wanted a man in Morgan and Compazny to obta
‘econonic yreports and reguested Sctraight to proceed to the
United States on this misgion. Straight said he protested
VigO'OUSIy stating he was not cut out to be a banker and
was not intervested. He said he told Blunt that his family
vas in IEngland, gnd pointed out that he had aided the cause
-~ . by contributions To the "Daily Vorker" and other party
dnterests and would continue to do so. Straight stated fhat
sone three weeks elapsed and then Blunt informed him tha
“his protests had becn vejected and he should proceed to bhe
~United States. Straight sald he left IEngland by ship but wa
st1ll protesting and he addressed a letter to Blunt from
aboard ship again pointing out that he felt his contributions

to the Party and "Daily Vorker" were sufificient.

. Referring to the Luden*-{1od associate of Blunt,
Straight recalled that Blunt had mentioned that his friend
was not working in the Government but was working against the
Germans, Straight said he had the feeling that Guy Burgess
WaG'thc individual agsociated with or directing Blunt uﬂd
stated  he inguired whet ho;.Burguss was this individual. He
.sald blunt dCCllubd to give hin a straight answer, - _ »

e UL ‘Sira 1°hb advised before departing England, Blunt
zbwmm“;"__Jm_in01cqtod he -would be contacted -and reguested some token . ... .

Y

\ from him for the purpose of identification. He said he g&v
Biunt a small blue ink drawing. oX his sweethenvt, now MNrs.
. Strajight, which Blunt tore in ha 1L,_r3LurnLny one half to '
~weee——=-= him and retaining the other half. Straight said later in
the intexrview there may have also been an oral pdrolo oxrq“ved
but he could not remenber its ierms. : .

-~ N3 (2
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- was a mdmber. of the student Comminist cell ox group.

N Straight stated from conversations with Leslie
Hreys and Leo Long, both students at Cambridge University,
he suspacted that Anthony Blunt may have attempted recruitment
of these young men for undorground work., Straight stated
Humphreys was his classmate and close friend, and said Humphréys
vas nsar collapse as result of his experience wiith Dlun

STE=A N <2 TR

Straight described.lfumphreys as a young diléttante and sajd he

4+h. the contributions mentioned above,

In connection wi a
sode tnaslicitod gifta 62 éanh to the

Straight recalled he had wmade

o
i)

"Daily Vorker" and also dirvectly to Harxyy Pollitt, then
Secretary of the Britigh Communist Party. Straight described
Poliitt as a true English working class figure an

-
o
Yt

d a fine

‘fellow, and said he got along well with Pollitt.

 Straight stated he had met Pollitt in the summer
or autumn of 1836 and had probably been introduced to him by
Bill Campbell, Editor of the "Dailly Worker." Straight
recalled his first contribution to the Vorker stating in 1936
he walked in "cold" and contacted Campbell. He told Campbell
he was a member of the student Communist group and wvanted to
help. Campbell was first mildly interested and then astonished
vhen Straight contributed the suri of approximately $2,000.
Straight explained these gifts also were the result of his

_feeling of guilt because he had plenty of money and sawv many
. people lacking bare necessities. - S : )

v Straight mentioned that he had participated in the -
Student's March on May Day 1936 and this fact was brought to
the attention of John Maynard Keynes by Lord Simon, a Government
official who indicated danrkly if this conduct continued it
might prevent Straight from obtsining British citizenship.
‘Straight said Lord Keynes had advised him that he told Lord .
Simon thet this was mevely a student indiscretion and should

~ not be held seriously against him.

-1

b e i s i T

- mﬁmm.SﬁfgigﬁfmEﬁﬁiééﬂfiﬁfhﬁgdsff:lQSﬁ;jhe;had taken part

in a student tour to Russia. The trip was organized by Joha
ladge, felloy student, and Communist, whose brother, Cherles.
radge, was allso a Communist, and later poet and sociologist.
Straight advised the tour was financed through sale of tickets
to the students and mentioned free passage was awarded to each
student who sold four tickets for the tour. Straight saldthe.

-
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’,

trlp beJan by ship to Leningrad and included visits to Moscow'
and the Ukrainc cities of Ka%rkbv and Kiev. Straight stated.

he was shazlien by his obgervations on this trip and related .

‘his experience included observing railroad guards shoot at g
+boys who were "riding the rails." He said he was shocked

at such wanton crusliy cnd boelicves This wus lhe beginning of
his ultinate disillusionment. - . °~ = 7oorrrTr e ‘ .

4

Professor Blunt had sccome
. Straight said when he

] t he vas unagware Blunt had
io and recalled only that Blunt was

n his wriwlng on art and art hloLOfy. '

_ Stra
panied th SLU
f‘!c_lb b
any 00mmu1
"mildly Vaws

b"{f)(l,

t
i <
’ Straight advised in July, 1837, he came to.the

United States following gradu tion from Cambridge the

- previous month and resided at the apariment vesidence of his
mother and stepfather at 1172 Park Avenue, New York City,

since his mother had returned'to England. _ R o7

T - In the late Sunmev of 1937, he nade & tour of the
Hiddle Vest chauifeuring Rogeyx baldW1n, head of the American _

‘ N Civil Liberties Union on a speaking tour. Théy were accompanied

: .~ . by John Simonds, English student, also from Cambridge Univer-

o sity, who was later killed in Vorld Var IX. The tour ended

“about September 10, 1937, and Straight recalled having

celebrated his twenty-£ Jr%t blrmhcay, Septeumber 1, 1937, at

St. louis, Hissourl, : :

St aight stated he lookec around for a job and
recm]led contacting Edward Stettinius of United States Steel
in this connectlon. Be related sometine bctwoen October,
1937, and March, 1938, and probably in December, 1937, he
received a phone call at his home from an unknown man wvho
identified himself as Ilfichael Green. This man scened embar..-
‘ essed and apologimed for delay in contacting Straight.

A Athounh Stralgbl could not-.recall any fuxr: h01 conversation

e

Vof "this initial felephone contict, he is certzin he sonsed - mms
immoaiabely it had orviginsted with Anthony Blunt and nade

- arrangements vith Green for personal meeting which was
consunnated. T

-. -a‘ 5 . s - - R -
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Straight SC?ted he could not now rccall what method
of identification wes used by Green to identify himself as

the person Blunt had Lndlcqucd would contact him. He did |

not remember whether or not Green was in poscession of the .
torn half of the ink draving vreviously mentioned noxr could

he recall whether a parole was used ut subsequently said he
thought there nay havc van a venhal parole. o .

Straigh* stete d he haﬁ a couple c‘uch neetings with
Green during this period in Hew York City and recalled on
one occasion walking through Central Park and visiting the
park zoo during the stroll. Straight said in these eaxly
meeting CGreen made no demands or pzowosals4but endeavored
to study and ﬁporal ¢ hinm and appeared to have prepared '
topics and lines of conversztion to tesi his thoughts and
points of view and to shpe his mind.- On his part, Straight
said he was agreeable and understanding and supposed that
Green trusted him but did not regard Straight as a dedicated
S . communlst. Straight mentioned he told Green about his
T : friendship with two Vhite Russians, Sergei Vassiliev and his
, cwife Tamara Daykarhanova, both professional drama teachers
“and said Green was annoyed. Straighi said Green also oyprconed
dlspleaour about his friendship with Roger Baldwin,
Straight said in March or April, 1938, he came to
Uash:ngton, D. C., and resided at .1718 H Street, N. W., in
‘2 bachelor mpartnent next door to the Melropolitan Club. He
vas interested in government employment and first considered
“connection with the National Resources Planning Board. He
~recalled making a trip to a settlement in VWest Virginia and
said lirs. "Eleanor Roosevelt, whom he knew, vas present.
_ Short 1y ‘thereafter through' the assistance of Mrs. Roosevelt,
“he was given an as signnent, without salary, under Herbvert
i yYeis, Economic Advisor, Dapartment of State. who is currently
“ with the JYnstitute of Advanced Studies, Princeton UDlVG?&ILy
, .~¢u~"\<t The assignment wis to prepare & ropovL “The Xeconomic Conse--
-———————\-—quences-of European Rearmament.. Straight said his office -,
Y consisted of a small group and ‘included Roy Veatch; Leroy E b
. Stinebower; nnd Fled Livesay, now deceased. :

e w-—--»-»'~---~-—~-~»Straight mentioned he lived about one year at 1718 X
' H Street, N. W., and in Summer of 1939 moved to 1025 Connecti-
cut ‘Avenue, N. V., where he -lived with Roy Veatch, Beverly

v
Ly
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Bowie, an editor of National Geographic magazine, since
deceased, and briefly one Walter, last name not recalled,
who was with the Foreign Policy Association, About July, -
1932, he took over & house jointly with Roy Veatch and wife
_at 2811 Dumberion Avenue, N, ¥W., and in September, 1939,

" he was izrried to Belinds Compton, Straight said he and

“his wife lived at Haoy Adams House for & month and then moved
to 109 Prince Street, Alexandris, Virginia. '

Straicht sdvised his first conncction with Deparinent
of State in 1€38 was not conventioral employment and he was
not under strict discipline and therefore was. in and out of.
the office and the city to some extent during this period.

Ye said he is sure he had advised lichael Green of his plans
and sometime after his arrival in Washington, Green called
him by phone and thereafter they had three or four meetings
at intervels of approximately one menth. Straight mentioned
Green had never Furnished him with his address or telephone
number but recalled at some time, probably prior to the tine
Green absented hinself.for a lengthy period, Green informed
"him that 3f he should find it necessary to contact Green he
could accomplish this by communicating with Alexander Loral,
_ Straight said Green furnished him with the &ddress of Koral
‘which was in Brooklyn, New York, but could not remember the
address. Straight said he had never had occasion to contact .
‘Koral and had never seen ox heard from him. Several photo-
graphs of Foral and his wife Helen Koral were displayed to
Straight who was unazble to identify either as anyone he had
ever seen. E - : ‘ ' ' -

Straight recalled having two luncheon meetings with
Green. On one such occasion they had lunch at a small rest-
aurant on Penngylvania Avenue, N. W., between 19th and 20th
Streets, on anothexr they ate at a place near the Ontario
. . 'Theatre, 1700 Columbia Rozd, N. W. Straight sajd they dis-~
poeoteoo . o ccussed. toples of curvent interest and he may have furnished .
= ' Green with memoranda-which he prepared from public material - -~
and his personal knowledge. . ’ > :

2 - Styaight mentioned in this connection that the lengthy
o ommmmee ypeport MEconomic Consequences of Buropzcan Rearmament' which

‘ he prepared for Cordell Hull and which occupied his time until
Decenmber, 1938, was based entirély,or almost entirely on -
public source maoteriasl. ' -

S e 115200
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Tene ‘ Stralght sald he recalled another meeting with Green
vhich occurred in the. evening. He said he and Green drove
around during this neeting and on this occasion he gave Green
tw official State Dap&rtmcnt documents and let Green out of
the car somevhere in the area bounded by 12th Strcob and.

" Connccticut Avenue, H. W., and Florida Avenue and K Strect,
. 7., so he could have copies -made., Straight subsequently

- picked Green up by arrangement. Utraight described the :
~documents ag unimportant and not highly classified, and stated
he did not hzve access to any hig ghly clas ined material.
Straight described one of the GOﬁuz ents &s & memoyrandun of
perhaps two pages on Internztional Trade and dealing with
trade with YXtaly. The other document was a mimeographed
panphlet, described by Straight as a '"Political Summary,'
possibly on the subject of conditions in Furope, and apparently
prepared for the information of Foreign Service peroonnel.

It was based mostly on public source material. Straight had
nothing to do with preparation of these doCumenbs. He said
they were not for public consumption and may have borne

"'.,claSSLfAc.ilon “"Confidential," but he was not ccrl)in.

L‘]

o)

Ny e .
Stralght recalled anot her neeting with Gleen in
W¢uh1nvuon, D. C/, during which they had dinner at a restaurant
loc#ted near the Union Depot and believed to have been Childs
‘Restaurant. Straight remcnberca Russia had just attacked

Finland (November 30, 1939) and said Green was upset about
this. He also recalled that wome newsworthy speoch ‘had b en
dellvcred by Otto Kussinen. = .= - LD

Straight advised he bhad left his voluntary employment
at the Depariment of State in early 193%. He said he told
Michael CGreen about this and the latter was dis ssatisfied but

Jwas mollified when Straight told Green he might get a JOb at
the Var D pa rcmenb, which stowy SLP&Lgut 1nvcnied '

" Shorily after ICaVJDD Lhe Suafe Daparuneut erflght*
P ZTo 7 - made the acqu‘lntance of Thomas CGardner Corcoran, well known
fireec .. New Dealcéw, who arxvaiged for him to be cemployed at the Depa Pt T
. ment of Interlo wvihere he wrote non~019531i10d speeches fox .
- . members of tha Cabinet in connection with the coming presidential
election. Straight said he recalled meeting with Green on
T one occasion vhile with Department of Interior and remembered
preparing a memorandum foxy Green concerning the Nazi - Soviet

SR
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pact. *In.ﬁhis nenorandum, Straight said he argued that the
.~ Russians might feel they were compelled to make the pact for
- their mi)itary protection, but if they extended its applica-
tion to the "iInternational'™ it would-mean that comnunists
21l over the world would oppose the Allied Powers. He said
‘he urged the Soviets not o undevmine the war efforts of

France and Great Britain. - _ - v o
v “ , .
£ ~

Straight sa2id he remained at the Depaviment of Inter-

i
his Family on & ranch in Vyouing. e returned to VWashington,
J 1 S) t¥]

D. C., and on August 27, 1940, at ihe pewrsonal offer of &
position by James Dunn, he was appointed Division Assigstant,
Division of FEuropean Affairs, Department of State, remaining
in this position until MHay 21, 1¢41. - Straight stated he

did not hear from Green during this entire employment
and observed he had not wanted Green to know about it.
~ L2 E R : SR
‘Straight stated after leaving the Deparitment of |
State in Hay, 1241, he meved:to his family home at Westbury,
New York, and noted that he did not hear from Green ggain
‘until Autumn, 1942, shortly before he enlisted in the United
. States Army Air Doxps. Straight sazid he had not seen Green
for two years and had no idea where Green had been or what
he was doing. Straight said Green called him and he met’
“Green at the :Jamzica, New York, railroad siation and drove
him around for an hour or more. He did not recall that Green
nade any reduesis or suggestions, but merely ascertained
what Straight was doing and they engaged in discussion.
Straight said he must have seen Green on anotheir occasion
about this time .since he was certain about the dinner meeting
with Helen Green at Longchamps restaurant, although he cannot
fix the time, and is very certain Helen was introduced as
the wife of Green, and that they comported themselves as a
happily married cowple. Straight also said it was his clear.
impression that llelen Green had the full confidence of her
.. -bhbushand and he believed Green had told him to be at ease
w=zgincesshe could be: trusted ‘completely i w=rrmaesimms serarim wrimramar mrmwmah

oo Streight advised 'in connecticn with his last ;
neetings with Green he informed Greenn that he was going into:r
the Air Lorps and declared it was understood between then
that there was no further advantage in their relationship’
and that it was at an end. Straight stated fivmly from the
time of these last meetings he never saw or heard from Green

om0
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m”érﬁwas he ever approached by anyone purporting to represent
~the communist underground or Soviet intelligence.

’ Strajght stated he had wr:t en a hook entitled -
wialrte This The Last Var' vwhich was published toward the end
of 1842 by Harcourt and Brace. Straight said the essence of

¢ ' the book was that the Soviets had.4¢o stop paying lip service
to denocracy or another grest wzy was inevitable. Straight
mentioned thet he had discussed this with Maxinm Litvinofd,
then Soviet Ambassador to the United States, and said he
prepared a memorandun for Hichael CGreen sumwarizing the
subgtance of hig l:oolk.

-"C‘: i‘-"

=

_ Suralgh reco1lccicc in connection wlch his book

: that thc publ:sner had given & “book party'™ to which Farl

" Browder, head of iLeCommunlsu Party, USA, was invited by the
publisher. Straight said he was introduced to Browder, whom
he had not met before, but engaged in no serious conversation.
Straight recalled that Green bhad wanted him to meet his wife,
and had also desired that he meet Earl Browder whom Green
described as a fine fellow.

- Straight descr¥ibed Hichaél‘Crecn as shout 35-40
years in 1957, 5 feet 10 inches, 170 pounds, hair black,
thick, coars e and wiry, average complexion, average dress,
plea oani disposition with sense of humor. Straight said
Green spoke good English but he was not z native American
cand Strajight believed him to be Russian. Straight reczlled
Green had discussed getting established in some small
business, possibly insurance, and solicited his suggestions.
Straight thought perhaps the cities of Baltimore and
Philadephia were mentioned, 'and the thought occurred that
maybe Green came Irowm Philadephia. Straight said he never
knew wvhere Green lived or where he may have been employed

~ and could furnish name of no peruon who Lnew Green, OLher
»‘than Alexander Koral.

Scraighu Turnjqned dCoL qulon of holen Green
‘advising he saw heron the single occasion in the dimly 1lit
_ dining room o Longchamps and he did- not obtain a complete
zoaro-.description, iis best recollection is that she was about .
35-40 years of age when he met herxr, very tall, possibly & feet
-10 inches, light oxn-blonde hair, nice zppearance but not

™.,
1
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Beautifu] very quiet, definitely American but not Southerner.
Be szid, qbe vas not from New York but could be from the

Midwest. R o ' e
. e . . % -
PhOuO'"ﬁnq of William“Grienke was displayed to
e Strajght who immediately and positively identified the ;
- picturc as that of the man he. bad &known as MHichael Crcen. : .

_ A confidentizl sourc e, of knowu re]weblliuy, who
is & fowmer Soviet Intelligence OJchov ddentified photograph
of Villiam Grienke as one Akhmervov, flrst name not recalled,
vhon he first knew, in Moscow in 1931 as a worker in the
LSixth Division of the Foreign Department of the Soviet State
Security Ofgwn|zailog, wvhich division covered 1nue1115ence
operations in the Hear Rast and Far EBEast. Grienke entered
the United States on a frauduleni passport in Auvgust, 1935,
using the identity of a child who had died one month after
birth in New York. In connection with the application upon
* . which this fraudulent passport issued, Alexander Koral executed
the affidavit of identifying w1cneug,]§£?*:na tha t he had

T SN

Z BT

knovn Grienke for about fifteen years *fm
. Stralght Turther relatea Lh t durlnp a perlod of
- absence of Green, and probably durlnv 1939-1¢ 40 he had received

a visit in Washington, D. C., from a young man who indicated

in some way that he came from Michdel Green. Straight said

he had lunch with this man on Peunsylvania Avenue, N. V.,

around 19th or 20th Street, and recalled the man had three or
Tour written questions whichhe thought concerned Cabinet

shifts and other political questions, and-which were rather
stupid. Straight said he declined to cooperate with the man

and neveyr saw him agein. He described the man as "about 24-25
years, b feet 10 inclies, plunp, ‘fnerican, from New York, Jewish."

50 “Stra vight also stated during the period 1840-1942

. \\dur'n" absence of Creen, he was contacted by a man who called him
gh<¢;;:_” An New York and made “ppOLnimcnb.-~He-metwthio person -for half-
; hour over a drink. This unknown man also informed St raight that
! y
f said he declincd to cooperate with this man. Straight described

foreign accent, English not good. -Straight had the inpression
that the man might be a Czech ‘although he could not recall
“sound basis for this opinion. Silmlgh did not feel the man

-r - o - STeoans
o o profesaional intellicoence TfTicor.

-
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i ) in the absence of Green he wanted to ask a few questions. Stiraight

the man as about 30 years of age, 5 fcet 10 inches, fair complexion,




: _ Stralght adVlSCd some tlme subucqucnt io h1° fl?“L

-VWas hlnguon neeting with Michael Green and in the Summer, 1938, .
he received a phone call at work in the Department of State from

an individuzi who identified hinself as nolomon and said he worked
for the Treasury Department, Sirulghc could not recall whether
Solomon was the first or lzst name of this man but stated be could-
i(1m~-'~ fy the men and would recognize the fi11 name If it were shown

to him among a list of nanes, St craight sdaid he did not bclleve ‘
Solomon visited his office but met himibriefly for lunch and had ™ |
recollection of walking with Solemon along Pennsylvania in front

of the Vhite Youse '
_ Straight advised Solomon informed him that somecne bad
referred Straight to bhim as a Communist in the Departiment of _
State, qOIOJOD told Straight not to be concerned but to "lay low"
and pronised that he would be contacted, Streaight inferred there
was a CP group in the State Department. Straight said he inquired
if the individual who referred him to Solomon was Donald Stephens
and Solomon intimated it was without specifically stating this was
true, Straight described Denald Stephens as an old time radical
who was a friend of his mother since the 1920's, and a friend of
Mrs. Roosevelt., He said Stephens was a non-conformist who believed
“in free love and abstained from use of meat or liquor. Straight
said he did not regard S ephens as a Communlsb. '

: Straighf said he endeavored to inform-Solomon that he

.had the wrong man and that he was merely a liberal minded economist
and student of John, llaynard Keynes Straight said Solomon did not
mention any as ssociates or pr1n01p?1 and mzde no reference to Earl
Browder» or his own affiliation with the CP, Straight stated he
" never saw Solomon agaln and never heard from him,

. Straight described Solomon as apparently 2 bit older

- than himself (then 22 years), slender,"typically Jewish.* Photographs
"of Solomon Aaron Lischinshy 9nd oajomnﬁ Adler were displayed to
Straight who immediately identified pictures of Adler and then .
recalled the full name from newspaper publicity in connecflon Wlth
tho eoplonﬁﬁe rcvclafion of Elizabeth BOD(lCV

Straight recalled he iold Groen about his contact with
Solomon and Green did not appear concernsd and merely laughed.,

He said Green did not.caution or admonish him concerning Solomonj
Straight was unable to make any conclusion whether Green and

‘AdJer were associated or even acquainted and did not interpret

the reactions of Green as “ug:o Lln@ eiihcr '




RE: WICHADL VEITEY STRAIGHT

Whltaher Chambers, dececased, an admitted communis and
courier in Soviet espionage operations, identified Solomon Aolcr,
also known as Schlomer Adler, as an omployee of the Treasury
_Depaximnent Who Turnisied 1L,,J\u ‘e of & fipanciil nalture o Chumbers
Sovxeu principall,’” A

a“ ) . . o

k] A

courier in-Soviet espionage operations, identi
active member of a Soviet esgpionage group, ac ugt
D. C., pwior to 1944, She furiher identificd him 28 a dues p
nenber of the Communist Party. : -

Elizabeth Terrill Rentley, an admitted communist
T3

Adler, a naturalized citizen, departed the United States

in May, 1950, for England and was expatriated on December 14, 1853,

Further concerning Guy Burgess, ‘Stlaigh* advised Burgess

wvag & known Communist and had been a member of the Communist group

at Cambridge University, preceding Straight as a student by couple

of years. Straight advised about 1934 or 1935, Burgess ostensibly
broke with the Communists, and began circulating with all types of
people including Nazi government officials Straight said it

subsequently became clear to him that Bargos¢ had been recruited

: and had gone underground,.

He recalled that aitcr gradU?tlu1 from Cambridge, Burgess
workea for the British Broadcasting Company. Straight again said
although Professor Blunt never gpc01£10a]1y adnitt Gd34 to hin,
Straight, was convinced in his own mind that Burgess vas bbhlnd
Blunt's rccr01bment of SLralght -

- Straight recalled that Burgess cane to the United States
in about 1940, called him in Washington, D, C., and they had lunch
" together at thflc Garden Tea Hous .f'*c sajid during lunch Burgess
made the statement "I am completely. out of touch with nmy friends,
could _you _put me in touch?" SLr«Lght interpreted this to mean that
Burgeuo~vas out of touch with "Green's s counterparts" in England and 7
thinking that Straight was still ccoperating and would be able to
arrange for Burgess to be recontacted. Straight said he morely |
accepted this statement made no comment and changed the subject.

| | cal 11/%\“ R A
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Straight coimmented he could have furnished the name of Alexander
Koral but did not do so. He gaid that Burgess had supper at ' -
-St ralgh* s house that night, but Straight recslled the evening as
one of tenseness and said he was very unpleasant to Burgess on this
occasion, Straight said he did. not rcnoru his meeting BurgG"* to |
any authoritics and aid n&u beTLevo he told Green about 1t either,

Suramﬁht.said ho ury+ saw Burgess in FnﬂTPnu in about
when he wént to England on personal buhlncﬂu. At this tinme,
sht attended & meet 1uw of “"Conversazione Society'" at which
. Burgess spoke, He said Burgcss and Professor Bluant expressed a
"desire to talk to him and they met in a club where Burgess vas 2
member. He said Burgess and Blunt asked him how he stood and
~ according to Straight a bitter argument ensued, Straight expressing
. his complete diﬂiblu Jonment with: everychlng Ru301an end Communist,

- ' Straigh@ recalled that on this trip to Eny]aﬂa he had met
vith Harry Pollitt, British Communist leader, and discussed the
American proposal to shave atomic energy which he thought was a
generous and magnificent gesture which could be used in-the
furtherance of pecace. He said he had first contacted Margot
He1ncmonn wvho had been the gzrl friend of his friend John Corn;ora,
- ‘and vwho waq thén highly placed in the British Communlst P iy, and
Helncmann o BCode he di uss the ma{@ e V1th Pollitt. - o

Straight recalled that in early 1947 he was in England
and was associated with Henry A.Wallace who was deeply involved
in the peace effort. One day while walking into Parliament he
accidentally ran into Burgess who invited him to lunch and they
~had luncheen at the Savoy. Burgess told Straight he was working
as secretary of Hector lMacNeill, member of the British Parlianment,
and an important man in foreign affairs. Straight said during the
luncheon he told Burgess that America was approaching the feeling.
of complete frustration with the Soviets and the latter were inviting
wooa.terrible clash.. .Burgess 1nqu1red i’ he could jimpart this to hiﬂ
[ fricendsTand Straight said he could. Str lghi 1nfcrrca Burgess ha
x reference to Soviet principals, :

i

i

4
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Stralgh related that in 1951 or 1952 he had visited the
"British IEmbassy in Vashington, D, C., and as he emerged from the
Embassy he ran into Burgess who turned and rode auwntown with otralghb.

o R
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Burgess wanted to borrow a car but Straight said he turned down the
request of DBurgess. Straight said Burgess informed that he was,
connected with the British Embassy and engaged in some special vork
not identified further. Straight said Burgess seened dlflerenf,
‘~whether-by design—-or otherwise, and recalled Burgess discussed the
recovery efforts of the Eurcpean couniries and favored American ald.
to Ffurther this rccovcvy Straight said he told Burgess he should

sign from service with the British govermment and if he did not
doApo within three 1anh he would rcpv't him to the British
suthovities., Shortly therearlter, Burgess did leave the British
Cgovernmwent and f£led to Russia, Stralght szid he had no pecsf
information to what caused Burgess.to defect and flee,

Straight related that his brother, Vhitney Straight, is
Executive Vice President of Rolls Royce and during a visit to
Hoscow, Russia, about Iebruary, 1963, he had falked with Burgess
~who appe \red gl d to see VWhitney and sent Michael his best regards.
- Straight explained the ncetlng came about at a press conference
at which inguiry was made vwhetfier any of the British present knew
Burgc 35 and when Vhitney indicated he did know Burgess the latter
appeared almost immediately. Straight advised Burgess and his
_ brother discussed genera] matters and recalled no*hlng of
intelligence lgn111c¢nce.o

Scralght vas ah}ed vhy he hrﬁ noet repoxiod BUTrCuu and
the other matters to FBY and said hel had considered doing so on
many occasions but was afraid. He said he was mindful of the
experiences of VWhitaker Chambers and Elizab th Bentley and could
- not bear the publicity of hearings and trizls, with resultant
injury to his wife and five children. Stra LPhL said on two or
_three occasions he tried to force himself to visit the British
Embassy and did so once. He said he went to the Britieh Information
-Service and indicated he knew Guy Burgess and the unknown man on
duty told him there were many witnesses who kpew Burgess and did’
no» pursue the matter so Straight «departed without relating any. |
pcrtlnont facts, Qtra1ghu said he is glad now. LbQT he hag divulged ..
the information and is willlnw to answer any qu LlOﬂo to the best
of his ability. . C - .

In connection with the above, Straight stated in about
1940 he had informed his wife of the facts reported herein up to
~ that date, and in 1948 Bcllnda Straight haa 1urnlsheo thie names of

et
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Anfhony Blunt
wife of TNU Hall,

. no rocol]ec ion of
~organization, but
an ox ganlzatLon in
the Vashington Book

Street and signing

The APH,

_Order 10450,

MICHAEL WHITﬁﬁY STRATGHT

Vashington Commititee for Demccratic (WCDA) Acticn.

stated it is possible he had countributed to

recalled go:ng to their office, ‘located,

reduced rate on books.»

- Attorney General of the United Statos, pur@uano to Txecublvc

and Guy Burgess to her analyst Dr. Jennie Velderhall,
: an
“D.C,, as two individuals

official of the British Embassy at VSGhanCO?
engaged in underground Communist activity;

“3n order thet the informetion could he passed on to Mr, Hall and
the British government. . : '
Ca .
_ “ o v
: Straight vas ‘asked 3if, during his early residence in

Vashington, D. C., he celled ever having become 2 member of 0'
contributed to "uy Comnun; t front orvganization,-and was specifically
asked concerning the American Peace lichilization (&ri) and the

Be said he has
any other similar
such
the event he had bean asked to do go. Concerning
Shop Association (WBA), Straight said he .
a5 he recalled on 17th
whereby he received a

being a memnber of these or

some sort of agreemént

WCDA und the VBA have been do ignaged by thc
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- Mrs. Brown
- Mr, Sullivan -
- Mr. Gale )

Honorable John D, Ehrlichmgn - Mr, Cleveland
Counsel to the President - Mr. Fishe

The White House .
Washington, D. C. ;;&) 9‘?8 @KBTT CdL/

Dear Mr. Ehrlichman: 4B |
In accordance with your request received on

August 27, 1969, an invegtigation has been conducted concern-

ing Mr. Michael Whi :¥aight. Transmitted herewith is a

summary memorandum containing the results of this investiga-

tion.

memorandum containing the results of investigation conducted

The White House was previously furnished a summary
concerning Mr. Straight prior to Beécember, 1950. The enclosed f
o

‘summary memorandum covers the pgg{iod since December, 1950,

The Internal Revenus Service has advised that income |
tax returns were timely filed by Mr. Straight for the years .
1965, 1966, and 1967, and there is no record of unpaid taxes, |/

‘ liens, or intelligence investigations concerning t etu s.
EX-117  REC 23 ?
Information has been received governmentafr

agegczes*%gdicating checks of their files have pot been com-
pleted. en these checks have been comple you.will be
advised, & RECORDED

4 00T 23 1969 b3
The investigation of Mr, Straight covered inquiries

in the continental United States as to his chamacter, . lty,
ability, and general standing, bu no inquiries were as
to the sources of his inconme, ,

Upon removal of the”classified enclosures, this
communication becomes unclassified. :
*Naval Investigative Letter and summary dassi-

Service, Naval Intelli- Sincerely yours, fied -confidential as

summary contains informa-

ng-
o J. Bdgar Hooves tion from confidential
- . A ) informants whose disclosure
ﬁ’F.lsk&,as)g/ ‘ELU.A? CONFXDENTIAL - could be detrimental to the
(2) security of the United
1 .

MAIL'R

Room 1260, A

. Jrotter s emo Cleve d to Gale re @$ States.
;z};-eﬁw&&j%ney Str ht, SPI-White Holds Q}-l@-GQ BPF:mgh. ugzm
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This summary memoranduﬁ covers the period since
December, 1950. Mr. Straight was born on September 1, 1916,
in SOuthampton, New Ybrk.-

e o = W

Employment

Mr. Straight continues to serve as President,
William C. Whitney Foundation, New York, New York. He
continued to serve as a contributing editor to the magazine
"New Republic," New York, New York, until approximately 1956.
The "New Republic" is self-described as "A Journal of Opinion."

Mr. Straight is also engaged on a full-time basis
as trustee in charge of his family's estate.

In addition to the aforementioned employments,
Mr. Straight has written several books. These books are
described as being primarily historical novels.

He is now or has been a member of numerous social,
civic, and professional organizations. He is now serving or
has served in the past on the governing boards of some of these
organizations. Among these organizations are the American
Veterans Committee, the Amnesty International of the United
States of America, the National Parks Association, the Washington
Theater Club, and the Washington, D. C., chapter Qf the Legal
Defense Fund of the National Association for t e Advancement of
Colored People, all Washington, D. C, : o

Marital Status

Mr, Straight and the former Belinda Crompton were
Tolson ——married on September 10, 1939. The records of Washoe County

ver ' " Court, Reno, Nevada, disclose Helinda Crompton Straight was
aiﬁ““~—granted a divorce from Mr. Straight on August 27, 1969, on the

Callahan.—— grrounds of incompatibility. The records contain no information

- Conrad

a..___—of a derogatory nature. -
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Michael Whitney Straight

Mrs. Belinda C. Straight, Washington, D. C., advised

~ she obtained a diverce from Mr. Straight in Reno, Nevada, in

August, 1969, on the grounds of incompatibility. Mrs. Straight
stated that prior to the Spring of 1969, she and Mr. Straight .
and their five children K maintained a residence at 3017 N ‘
Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. She added she has since x
moved to 4707 Fulton Street, Northwest, Waghington, D. C., and
Mr. Straight is currently occupying his summer home located in
Chilmark, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. , '

Mrs. Straight advised she would vouch for Mr. Straight's
character, associates, reputation, and loyalty. She stated she
would recommend:dim most highly for a position of trust and
responsibility. .

Mr. Straight. and his son, Pavid, reside on State
Road, Chilmark, Martha™s Vineyard, Massachusetts. When in
Washington, D. C., Mr. Straight resides at The Watergate Hotel,
2650 Virginia Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D. C. Mr. Straight

also maintains an estate located on Green Spring Road, Alexandria,
Virginia. ‘

Military Service

He continued to serve in the United States Army Officers"
Reserve Corps, inactive service, until April 1, 1953, when his
appointment as a second lieutenant was terminated by reason of
declination of an indefinite term. His service record is clear.

Interviews

June A. Willenz, National Executive Chairman, American
Veterans Committee, Washington, D. C., advised she was first
associated with Mr. Straight over twenty years ago during the
initial organization of the American Veterans Committee. She
stated she has had frequent contact with Mr. Straight through the
ensuing years. Mrs. Willenz related Mr. Straight served as
National Chairman of the American Veterans Committee from 1952
to 1954 and is presently serving as a member of the National Board
of Directors of this organization. 8he stated Mr. Straight is a
remarkable individual who has demonstrated decided leadership
ability and will make "a magnificent addition to any administration."
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She described him as being strongly tmtied&innmsh%. Sméeepréinemgby
stating a number of years ago communist elements attempted on a ~
number of occasions to take over the American Veterans Committee.
She advised Mr. Straight was primarily responsible for thwarting
the attempts by the communist elements to take over this organi-
zation. Mrs., Willenz described Mr. Straight as a man of knowledge
and devotion who is completely trustworthy and dependable. She
said Mr. Straight's character, associates, and loyalty are above
reproach. Mrs. Willenz concluded by stating she feels Mr. Straight
is an exemplary person and she would recommend him without any
qualification for a position of trust and responsibility.

Harriett K. Evison, New York, New York, advised she has
known Mr. Straight and members of his family for approximately
thirty-seven years. 8he related she formerly worked fer
Mr. Straight's mother as a social secretary and subsequently she
was employed as an assistant secretary-treasurer, William C. Whitney
Foundation, New York, New York., Mrs, Etdsen described Mr. Straight

as being tepinbtiehinneesdryraenpett . Jehesabddinge SHtarbdlehtidsia’
philanthropist and eoncorned prim arily with helping people and has
given large sums of money to needy organizations. She advised

Mr. Straightis well respected in professional and social circles
and is noted for his authorship of historical novels. Mrs, Evison
stated she would recommend Mr. Straight #ad his family without any
hesttation regarding their character, reputation, loyalty, and
asgociates. She stated she felt Mr. Straight would be a valuable
asget to the Federal Govermment and would highly recommend him for
a position of trust and confidence.

] T T T T T O T ST I e S R I T 5 51 8 7

Ernest W. Kulka, M.D., New York, New York, interviewed in
Vinalhaven, Maine, advised he has been closely associated with
Mr. Straight and his family for at least thirty years. He stated
Mr. Straight is engaged in writigg novels and is also President
0of the William C. Whitney Foundation, New York, New York, which is
a philanthropic foundation founded by Mr. Straight's family.
Dr. KulRka described Mr. Straight as being an extremely intelligent
and capable individual. He stated Mr. Straight's honesty, integrity,
loyalty, character, and associates have always bgen above reproach.
He stated he would highly recommend Mr. Straight fer a position of
trust and responsibility with the United States Government.

A L o s W o I i IR R R Kt o KO o A o o o s T s K s s s Has ot Bos B |

Alice Winchester, Editor, "Antiques," New York, New York,
advised the "Antiques" magazine has been owned by the Straight
family since about 1930. $She stated she has been associated with
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Michael Whitney Straight

Mr. Straight for about thirty years, relating that the "Antiques"
magazine and the "New Republic" magazine formerly shared the
same office space in New York, New York. Miss Winchester said
Mr. Stratight and his family are regarded as exceptionally nice.
people. She described Mr. Straight as a capable, intelligent,
competent, and responesible individual who is definitely a
patriotic American. 8he advised she would highly recommend

Mr. Straight for a position of trust and responsibility.

Milton C. Rose, Senior Partner, Mudge, Rose, Guthrie,
and Alexander, law firm, New York, New York, advised the
William C. Whitmey Foundation is a client of this law firm. He
stated the William C. Whitsey Foundation is a charitable organi-
zation created by Mr, Straight's parents in memory of his grand-
father, William C. Whitney. Mr. Rose related Mr. Straight has
sorved as President of this foundation since its inception in
1937.

Mr. Rose adviged Mr. Straight devetes his time primarily
to writing novels and handling his duties as trustee in charge of
his family's estate. He described Mr. Straight as being an
extremely capable person of unusual ability. He stated Mr. Straight
is an imaginative,; original thinker who is engaged in various
philanthropic enterprises. He said Mr. Straight has always ‘
eéxhibited an interest in the fine arts and is a collector of paintings
and sculptures. Mr. Rose concluded by stating Mr, Straight'siiahd
his family's reputation, character, associates, and loyalty are
above reproach. He said he would highly recommend Mr. Straight for
a pogition of trust and responsibility with the United States
Government.

Jacob K. Javits, United States Senator from New York,
interviewed in Washington, D. C., advised he has known Mr. Straight
for many years and considers him to be a persenal friend. He
stated he has attended many social and public functions with
Mr. Straight in both New York, New York, and Washington, D. C.
Senator Javits described Mr. S8traight as an intelligent and capable
person who is interested in the arts. He said Mr. Straight is an
excellent writésramddisocoimpletel¥rlofalotonehdnUhdtediStates. icHe
related Mr. Straight is anticommunissi and has used his influence
to thwart the communist movement. He sald he would give Mr. Straight
his highest personal recommendation for a pesition of trust and
respensibility with the Federal Government.

\
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Charles E. Goodell, United States 8Senator from
New York, interviewed in Washington, D. C., advised he knows
Mr, Straight primarily by reputation. He stated he is aware
of Mr, Straight's writing and knows Mr. 8Straight enjoys an
excellent reputation., BSenator Goodell related he believes
Mr. Straight is completely loyal to the United States and he
would recommend him for a;position of trust.

FIYTIAITITIF 18T

Twenty-two additional persons, consisting of social
acquaintances, co-workers, neighbors, and professional associates
were interviewed. They furnished favorable comments concerning
Mr, Straight's character, reputation, loyalty, morals, ability,
and associates. Persons well acquainted with him stated hésis’

a dependable, trustworthy, and intelligent person. He was
recommended for a position of trust and confidence. Persons
acquainted with the other members of Mr, Straight's family advised
they are all reputable individuals.

Close Relatives

In addition to his former wife and son, mentioned
previously, Mr, Straighg‘hal the following close relatives:

Father Willard Dickerman Straight

, deceased
Mother Dorothy Whitney Straight

Elmhurst
deceased
Stepfather S Leonard Knight Blmhurst
| Totnes, England

Son Michael Willard Straight

United 8tates Navy

Daughter Susan Romilly Straight
Washington, B. C.

Daughter Diana Dorothy Straight
Washington, D. C.

Daughter Dorethy Elmhurst Straight
Washington, D. C.

5 - ]
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Brother Whitney Willard Straight .
. London, England fgejﬂs N e
o . f?s L\f)u{i L«)\)wﬁd‘»"ff

Sister { : . ,',‘1ga Straight 11vet .

ﬂ
Pagkmon 2 AT RAICHT
New York, Néw York ~

QS PE oo kso t) —_—
Half brother ///f; d) wiiifum Knight Elmhurst ,
; London, England

Half sister Ruth Elmhuist Ash
' Totnes, England

Credit and Arragt Checks

Information has been received from the appropriate
credit reporting agencies in the continental United States
indicating their files contain either no recerd or no additional
pertinent information concerning Mr. Straight.

Information has been received frem the appropriate
law enforcement agencies in the continental United States
indicating their files contain noe irformation concerning
Mr. Straight or his close relatives, cszeépds.the following:

[ S Py SR R et T T T A T R S T T e vl el S R S R R S S S

The records of the Fairfax County
Police Department, Fairfax, Virginia,
disclose Mr. Straight's former wife,
Belinda C. Straight, on March 27,
1964, was charged with a traffie
violation (failure to obey highway
sign). 8She elected to forfeit
collateral in the amount of $22,75.
On April 25, 1964, she was charged
with a traffic violation (speeding)
and she elected to forfeit collateral
in the ameunt of $17.75.

NI R XN SN RN R 3 SR SN B S ¥ PR N

The records of the Fairfax County '
Police DPepartment, Fairfax, Virginia,

alse disclose Mr. Straight's daughter,
Susan R. Straight, en December 22,

1965, was charged with a traffic

violation (failure to obey traffic

offiecer). She elected to forfelt - N
collateral in the amount of $22,75.
_6-
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Michael Whitney Btraight

- Passport Record

The records of the Passport Office, Department of
State, Washington, D, C., disclose Mr. Straight has been issued
several passports since 1930 for travel te Europe for the purposes
of study, pleasure, and business. The last passport was issued
on July 18, 1967, for a proposed three-week business and pleasure
trip to Europe. The records contain no additional pertinent
information.

Miscellaneous

Information Concerning Mr. Straight

The December 6, 1952, issue of the '"Times-Herald," a
Washington, D. C., newspaper, reported that Michael Straight,
president of the William C. Whitney Foundation, was questioned

before a special committee of the United States House of Repre-r -7 %1y

sentatives investigating tax-exempt foundations. According to
the article, Mr. Straight was questioned concerning $19,000 i{n
grants by the Foundation which were made to organizations "gited
ag subversive or CGommunist fronts. Straight cemtended that none
of these organizations was known to be a Commuaigt front at the
tine grants were given and said they were eut off when so listed.”

In 1955 , TENMRLRBLESt kiRt , PANRL Lahdy , "The ‘Wew Repwhlic, '
was listed as a signcr of "A Petition to the President of the
United States on Amnesty for Smith Act Victims and Postponement
of Trials."

Since 196X, Mr. Straight has been contacted by the FBI
on a number of eccasbens and he has furnished information concerning
his association with communist groups in England and his contacts
with a Russian espionige apparatus after his return to the United
States. These activities occurred during the late 1930's and the
early 1940's. The enclosed communicatien sets forth the resultscof:
a June 18, 1963, interview with Mr., Straight |00 — 6/95?_

Informatien Concerning Daughter, Susan Romilly Straight

Mr. Straight, in 1967, advised his daughter, Susan Remilly
Straight, while attending Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, in
1966, had associated with a group of students which was affiliated
in general with the Students for a DPemocratic Society.

—7-
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The Students for a Democratic
Socliety is a pro-Marxist and
anarchistic organization which

has been deeply involved in

canpus revolts and anti-Vietnam
demorstrations in the United States.

Mr. Straight's daughter,; Susan, was one of three persons
observed on September 19, 1967, placing handbills on cars located
in the parking lot of the Pentagon Building, Arlington, Virginia.
The handbills carried the wording, "Exerecise the Pentagon, 10/21-2g{"
also an artist's drawing of a figure of a female and the words
“"Martin Carey - Artist.” On instructions of the United States
Attorney's Office, Alexandria, Virginia, these individuals were
released by the Pentagon Building Police Department.

The nane Sue Straight was included an a list of those
in attendance at the National Mobilization Committee to Bnd the
War in Vietnam, Administrative Committee Meeting, which was held
on October 7, 1967, in New York, New York. ’

Infermation Concerning Former Byother-in-law, Louis Dolivet

[ o SR gy oS R N P R v o L RN S S N N R SRR LS S S R JON Y T 2

nr.'Straight's sister, Beatrice, married Louis Dolivet
on February 21, 1941, and as of September, 1950, they reportedly
were separated. In about 1966, Mr, Straight's sigter married Peter

Cookson.,

Informants, whe have furnished reliable
information in the past, advised that in
early 1930 Loyis Dolivet was an active
internatienal Goimunist agent in Europe.

e wvas Shikapedly active in several

Commen frows organizations in France
and Switseriand. Louils Dolivet was
reportedly ® elose amsociate of Willie
Muenzenberg, ar admitted Soviet agent

in Europe, who was reportedly assassinated
by the Communists. 8Since his arrival in
the United States in 1939, Louis Delivet
is not known t¢ have engaged in espionage

activities or Gommunist subversive %§§{:‘Ui
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Michael Whitney Straight

N S

him as being pro-American, and &ti- X . °
Soviet. Other informantms are of the g '

opinion that Louis Dolivet is an AT
inactive, but highly placed, Soviet Agent o

Informants, who have furnished reliable information in
the past and whe are acquainted with seme phases of communist
activity in the Washingten, D. C., New York, New York, and
Masmachusetts areas, were contacted and they advised they were
unsble to furnish amy additional pertinent information concerning
Mr., Straight or members of his family.

Agency Checks

Information has been received frem the following
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either no
record or no additional pertinent information cencerning
Mr. Straight:

Bureau of Personnel Investigations,
Civil Bervice Commismsion; House
Committees on Internal Security;
Office of Security, Department of
State; Defense Central Index eof
Investigation#,and United States -
Army Investigative Re 8 Repesitory,
Fort Holabird, Maryland;Lilitional
Security Agency, Fort George &, Meade,
Maryland; JUnited States Atemic Emergy
Commimsion; United States Secret Service;
and the White Houme Office.

The central files of the FBI, including the files of
the Identification Pivision, contain no additional pertinent
information concerning Mr. Straight.

Enclosure
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BY: RED FRONTS
USING HIS NAME

Says Foundation Gave,
Cash Unwittingly :’

BY JOHN PISHER

Marshall Fleld yesterddy ex-,
pressed surprise to congressional;
investigators that he had been
{iated a3 sponsor of two organiza.
tions cited a8 Communist fronts.

=t~ o2 ~He- also defended -Lwo - directors
ot the Field Poundation, of which
he is president, against congres
sional charges they have. been
connected -‘with numerous subver
sive organizations, as well as
unnu made by his foundation

ront
Held srandson of the Chicag
-merchant, snd president of Held
i Enterprises, Inc., publishers of
the Chicago 8un” 'nmu. appeared
before the tpech! use - commit-
tee, headed by Rep. cox of P:,’:

cational and thropic orgwsy
« tzations, as to whether they have
been financing subversive activi

Thh multi-millionaire ' founded
the Chicago 8Sun, which later

% and also founded PM, the New
York leftwing daily, now defunct,

o Name on Letterbesds
/  Herold M. Keels, ccmmittes|
counsel, brought- out that Peld
himself has been listed us & spon-
sor on the lztmhudn of two or

Relief of Aug® 8, 1945, md Anotha
L Mnheod-ol—sep& -19, 1981, of the

Chicago counctl of the Na

Councit of American-Sovist Priend-

ship,
Keels asked Pleld about these
uuuuau._unt_ m

stances of his spo

Fleld said thn cuu:n outfit
used his name without his permis-
ston and when 1 was called fo his
* attention “I wrote them's latter
telling u\em to take my nams off."*

As for the American eommt

for Mlv Telief, Fleld sald:
“1 was told by reliahle sources
that it was a bonn {ide relief or

At that time it

tome uko s Deﬂec!.l! nll Tight pur-
pose. or three Iadies I knew
in New ank wers ncuve m it
. “The foundation directors -de-
-+ fended by Pield were Dr. Channing
'.I‘oblu. a8 Negro. identitied by
Kes] mwmw—
ommnnu: front organizations,

_citad &y congresiional invesuut- L
Botiar of the New York Gter coart|"
of domestic relatis .

reiations.

Keele said the woman judge has
beon connected with the National
Lawyers guild, the National Po-
litical. sasociation, and various
:the:: groups cited ss Communist

ron

Field said that he has “great re
spect for Dr. Toblas and consid-
tstanding-leader

bis race.”

“I think he resigned from all;
thoss things sometime ago when,
he discoversd they had been
taken over apd got on the attor-
_Dey general's lst.” Field said.

— = v Ay far-Judge Polier, Pleld-satd—

she's one of the nation's “greatest|
experta ofi children’s courts” and;
“T never found any Communist!
tendencies in her.”

PIEREs LTk of Fusty

Keole developed testimony that
the Pield Poundation slnce 194)
hu conmbuted 812,750 to orgeni-
of communistic or

:vf:vmlv. ‘n{cu‘{uﬁnm . ln'
—— Of_§  toi

e Ocn Hood Tae.. whih s

erated student ﬂeld tr(pt {o xu
TODe: $1.800 {n 1942 and 1843 to
- -the_Peodles of Applied

Religion, Inc., Evanyville, Ind..
$1.350 in 1943 fo the Institute ol
Pacific Relations, accused by th

McCarran Bensto internal ncur-

3ty subcommittes of being used by
Communiats and mlow travelers

to influence governmont policy on
Crins and Asla: and granis to
taling $7.500 in 1942 and 1945 la

* the Bouthsm Conference for Hu- }

© ., man Wcllnre

R NN

'dﬂ-- tmr’-:m S :

T
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—Pleats Latk-of-Faota— ——
Keele developed. testimony that
the  Pield Foundation since 1941
has contributed $13.750 to organi-
sstions accused of communistic or
subversive activities. . They
— . —Elud ta 0f $2.500 1_941 '42
‘The Open Road, Inc., which op-
erated student field trips (o Eu.
rope: $1,800 in 1942 and 1943 to
—the_Peoples Institute of Applied|
Religion, Inc., Evansville, Ind.;
$1.250 in 1043 to the Institute of
Pacific Relations, accused by the
MeCarran Senate internal secur-
ity subcommittee of being used by
Communists and fellow travelers
o influence government Dollcy on
China and Asia; and grants to
taling $7.500 in 1942 and 1“5 to;
the Southérn Conference for Hu:|
man Welfare.

Fleld said that the foundation
had considered all these organiza-
tlons as engaged in worthwhile
projects in line with tha founda.
tion's policy of concentrating upon
the ‘social sciences. He said the
foundation was not aware that
these organisations were consid-
ered luhvenlvo when l.he srants
were

Fleld uld that his roundatlon
has assets of between 11 and 13
million dollars, with an income of
$600,000 to $700,000 a year. He
said members of his family are on
the board but do not control it.

The committee also heard testl.
mony.from ]_W
editor of the leftwing miagazine
New Republic and president of the
Willlam C. Whithey PFoundation
.on $19.000 in grants given to or-
@shizations cited aa aubverstve or
Communlst fronts.

Btraight contended that none of

" thess organizations was known to
be a Communiat front st the time
- grants were given and said they
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~HEDSURPRSED |
__BY-RED FRONTS
" USING HIS NAME]

Says Foundation Gave,
Cash Unwittingly |

BY JOHN FISHER

. Marshall Field yesterday ex-|,
i pressed surprise to congressional |
! investigators that he had been

Yated as sponsor of two

tions vited as Communm. rronu
-~He" also- defended -two-directors |
of the Fleld Poundation, of which|.
he 18 president, agalnst congres
slonal charges they have. been
connected with numerous subver-
sive organizations, as well as
Rrants made by hh foundation

NSRRI

toC
Fieid, grandson of the Chicago
-merchant, and president of Pleld

g
5
E
g
E
o

i uuonﬂ and thropio

+ hations, as to whether '.hey havo

! been financing subversive activi-|
tes.

The multimillionaire 'founded
the Chicago Sun, which later
merged with the Chicago Times,

% and also founded PM, the New
York leftwing daily, now defunct.
Name on Leiterheads

PAR et A NI SN A S S

Harold M. Keele, commities
counsel, brought out that Fleld
himself has been as & spon-
sor on the letierheads of two or-
anizati

b e el fhisb £ AT

- They_were sl d_of the,
““American Committee for Yulndi‘v
Relief of Aug® 6, 1945 nrg another
etierhend-of-Seps.-1

Chicago council of uu Na!
Councll of American-Soviet l"rland

Keela asked Field about these
WW

stances of his sponao;

Field gald the chwuo outtit
used his name without his permis-
sion and when 1t waa called to his

pose. TWo or tbree ladies I knew
in New York were active In it."
N .The foundation directors - de
- -~ fended by Pield were Dr. Channing
Tobias, & Negro. identified by
Keele —toisT
. Communist front organizations, as

“cited Ey congresiional investigat. |
Polier of the New York City court [
relati

of domestic ons,

Keele sald the woman Judn has
bean connected with the National
Lawyers guild. the National Po
mlu) luochtlon. and various
other groups ¢! as Communist
Ironts. l_

Field said that he has “great re
spect for Dr. Toblas and ccmlgd_

tstanding.leader

ts race.” T. .
“I think he resigned from al; '
those things sometime ago whon;
he discovered they had
taken over agd got on the nwr- s
Dey general's list," Fleld sald.
==t Az for-dudee Polier, Pleld-aaid
she’s one of the nation's “greatest|
experts oh children's courts” and
“1 never found any Communm]
tendencies In her.”
T T PleRay ATk of Favty w
Keele developed testimony that
the Pield Foundation since 1941
has contributed $12,750 to organi-
sations sccused of communistic or!
subversive actlvitles, 'l'hey -l
R ta of_$3.500 in_1941 wv
‘The Open Road, Inc., which op-|
erated student fleld trips (o Eu-
yope: $1.500 in 1942 and 1044 1o
the_Peoples

!

Religion, Inc., Evansville, B
$1.350 in 1943 to the Institute of
Pacl! cused by the
McCarran Senste inlerna!

China and Asls: and granis to,
tating $7.500 fn 1942 and 1945 fo:

“ the Bouthérn Conference for Hu-|

© . man Welfare,

C e mtitan |
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Pleasy Lack of Fucts

Keelo developed. testimony that
the ' Pield Foundation since 1941
has contributed 813 7750 to organ!.
wations accused of communistic or
subversive actlvities. . They in.
— ... —tluded_grants of $3.500. 1_94\ to
The Open Road, Inc. which op-
orated student field trips o Eu-
Tope: $1.800 in 1942 lnd 1043 to
- Peoples af_Applied]

Religion, Inc., Evansville, Ind:
$1,250 in 1943 to the Institute of
Paclfic Relations, accused by the
MeCarrsn Senate internal secur-
ity subcommittee of belng used by
Communists and fellow travelers
to influence government policy on
Chins and Asia; and grants to
faling $7.500 in 1942 and 1045 to’
“ the Bouthérn Conference for Hu-
man Welfare. i
- Field sald that the foundation
had considered all these organiza.
- tions as engaged In worthwhile
, projects in line with the founda-
i tion's policy of concentrating upon
the social sciences. He sald the
foundation was not sware that
these organisations were consid-
cred subversive when Lhe grants

ere made,

Nld sald that his (oundnuon
has asseis of between 11 and 13
million dollars, with an {ncome of
$800,000 to $700.000 & year. He
said members of his famtly are on
the board but do npt control it.

The committee slso heard test!-

———-mony-{rom.Michasl
editor of the lemvlnl mhgulna
New Republic and president of the
Willlam C. Whitney Foundation
.on $18,000 {n grants given to or-
ganizations cited as subversive or
Communist fronts
Biraight contended that none of
these organizations was known to
be a Communiat front at the time
- grants were given and said they
_.were cut off when g0 lisiad.
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OKFIONAL. FORM 'NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDHION
ESA GEN REG. NO. 27 -

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO MR. TOLSON DATE: 9/18/69
CcC MI‘. DeLoaCh Tele. Room
FROM C. D. DeLo Mr. Gale folmes
£ -
SUBJECT: MICHAEL WHITNEYQTRAIGHT “‘i;wfs/

A
24:0CT2

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE

Egil "Bud" Krogh called me from John Ehrlichman's
office at the White House on 9/17/69. He made reference to
captioned individual and stated he thought this individual
had formerly been employed by the FBI. He added that, while
he had read the special inquiry report submitted to the
White House 9/10/69, he nevertheless thought that if this
individual had been employed by the FBI a further look could
be given to appointing this man to the position of Deputy
Chairman of the National Council on the Arts.

After checking I called Krogh back and told him

f
that this individual was never employed by the FBI, 1 stated

that a number of administrations had sought to employ this
man and, as a matter of fact, Bobby Kennedy had sent this
man over to the FBI in June of 1963 to be interviewed rela-
tive to his Questionable background. I stated we did inter-
view Straight at that time; however, under no circumstances
had we ever hired him. Kennedy's effort in sending this ma
over to the FBI was merely an attempt to get this man's
record straightened out.

Krogh stated that under the circumstances he
planned to recommend to Ehrlichman that this man not be
hired.

Our Special Inquiry report of 9/10/69, backed up
by Bureau files, reflects an investigation from 1941 to 1943
based on this individual's reported Communist Party activities.
He was editor and publlsher of the "New Republic," following -
World War II. This magazine was founded by his father and
mother., Although he allegedly denounced communism after
World War II, he was still regarded as an extreme liberal.
He had a number of relationships with Guy Burgess, the English
Foreign Office employee who defected to the Russians. Files

ldo not reflect any employment of Straight on the part of the

Kennedy administration. ) ‘ ??
\//é/'éé?f"— AY
0T T o nDeD.

0CT 23 1¥od y

ACTION - For record purposes.
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FBI {
. Date: 9/22/69 :
Transmit the following-in (T;fj:in ST e i
|
. AIRTEL |
Via . (iﬁ}oruy) |
________________________________________________ b
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ALEXANDRIA (161 176)(P)
MICHAEL WHITNEY(SDTRAIGHT
SPI
BUDED PAST i

Re Alexandria airtel 9/12/69.

NIS check on appointee still outstanding; case being
closely followed and Bureau will be promptly advised
when NIS records become available for review.

NoT R
s SEP 28118
S&v@W
Bureau '
- Alexandria
HEW asd
{3 e
L GQ’ZC el /
_:, Approved: Y ‘)@% wﬁ % Sent g TI5732
Séécml .?/ge/nt in Charge . R R S
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Date: 9/23/69
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}

|

|

|
Transmit the following in . %
|

|
S
|

(Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL e
Via .
(Priority)
________________________________________________ L___—_——T—
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ALEXANDRIA (161-176) (RUC)

/ MICHAEL WHITNEYQTRAIGHT
/  SPI

Re Alexandria airtel toBureau dated 9/12/69.

On 9/22/69, NISO Headquarters file was reviewed by
SA MAURICE M. CARROLL concerning the appointee. File contained
CSC report dated 4/29/65, indicating that STRAIGHT had possibly
‘been connected with the CP in the 1930s and 1940s, such infor-
mation being obtained by CSC from the FBI. NISO files also
reveal background investigation completed on MICHAEL WILLARD
STRAIGHT (appointee's son) on 3/12/68, when no derogatory in-
formation developed concerning him. At that time STRAIGHT wag
an Ensign, U.S. Naval Reserve, file #715018. The file in- g
dicates that an CSC/FBI investigation was completed in June gm
1965 on him at the request of USIA where he was seeking sum- /&
mer employment. File also contains a report dated 1/17/68, i
concerningan interview with former U.S. Senator PAUL A. DOUGLAS
in which DOUGLAS stated he would stake his reputation on !
MICHAEL WILLARD STRAIGHT's loyalty. No additional pertinent
informationenoted in file.

6/~ 65 TS - 7

NOT RECCORDED

1/~ Bureau

1 - Alexandria (161-176) 17 SEP 24 1969
HEW :kma o —
(2)

Sp
° v o

roved: Sent M Per

A
5 4 OP(E,:T 2 i sgcial Agent in Charge ‘ 115233
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= Mrs, Brown
- Mr., Sullivan
- Mr. Gale

Septemﬁe lg§e1§339

BY LIAISON
1l - Mr, Fisqper

Honorable John D. Ehrlichman
Counsel to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Ehrlichman:
Reference is made to my letter dated

' September 11, 1969, which furnished you the results
>/ Z@pf investigation conducted concerning Mr. nichael ¥hitney
)

traight.

Enclosed herewith is a summary memorandum
containing the results of additional investigation
concerning ¥r. Straight. / “ ¢

This completes the investigation in this matter.

Sincerely yours, f} ,&;757
Ja Edgar ;_H.OOVBI‘; / é wg ¢’ ~)
*117 yngcowr‘ T
4

1569
Enclosure : . =

NOTE: Summary memorandum concerning Mr, Straight furnished
White House on September 11, 1969. Investigation indicates
Mr, Straight has not been associated with his former
/ | brother-in-law, Louis Dolivet, in over twenty years. Louis
ﬂvg%é’ Dolivet was described as an active European communist agent
. in early 1930's and some informants consider him to be an
. inactive, but highly placed, Soviet agent. Review of books
Dol oach f written by Mr \Straight set forth,

Mohr

: i
Bishop . “
Casper Y # Q o
Callahan Vi /i A .
Conrad ( ‘1) R B, ¢ -\ ‘ﬁy .
Pelt ‘ Yokl 3 | |
Gale — g . RIS Al : - y R i . ;
Rosgn I Ve M : N - l{\ .
Tover ‘ Return to Mr. Fisthfr, Room 1260/ A/ | C////

Trotter i - %

Tele. R_os:m .
Holme&s. )
caniiﬁ C r L'V;A@‘ RG TELETYPE UNIT L] » : 115234




Tolson
DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Caltahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

An Applicant” AyPeZ

ducLeJ NS T )
con aptior - L YIRS e s September 29, 1969 .

L

,2/?"’7/ | tl ﬁﬂ
uxanEL WHITNEQXQEEAxGHT 5%“”

Information in this memorandum supplements that
which appears in a summary memorandum dated September 10,
1969,

and
thé Naval Investigaisve Bervioe, Naval Intelligence command,
contain no add = -

Mr. Straight.
contain no pe . .
Mr. Straight's following close relatives-

Mother Dorothy Whitney Straight
doBimburst, deceased

Stepfather Leonard Knight) Blmhurst
» Totnes, Englgnd*
Brother , Whitney Willard%ﬁiraxght
- London, England
Half brother William Knight<§1mhurst
Londoniwxnglahdm -
Half sister 1mhurs€5§§h

T”fhes, England

. Investigation indicates Mr. Straight has not
associated with his former brother-in~law, louis Dolivet,
in over twenty years. Louis Dolivet reportedly resides in
Paris, France, and travels to the Unifed States once or
twice a year on business. Louis Dolivet reperteddytihasnno

BPF:blnm J
& :
Return to Mr,. Fiﬁ » Room 1260,

ANy

maiL roov_] TELETYPE uml:l‘ /é //é é?f_fﬁ?
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Michael Whitney Straight

social or business associations with Mr. Straight.
Information concerning louis Dolivet is set forth on
page £ight of summary memorandum dated September 10, 1969.

The records of the Library of Congress,
Washington, D. €., listi- Mr. Straight as being the author
of the follewing beocks:

“Make This the Last War"

This book was published in 1943, and
according to a book review, it £slls for a
federated Europe and holds that unless there
is a fundamental change in the scsial structure of
Europe, there will be no basis for a European
federation. The book review states Mr. SBtraight
is a "145 percent New Dealer"” and he would
retain war-time emergency megsuresclong aftetlithe
end of the war.

[ERRTARN I R O O SN SN SN SSNUICHN Y S SO A AT LR S ol GO} Vil S S

"rrial by Television"

This book was published in 1954. According
to a book review, Mr. Straight gives a forthright
interpretation concerning the "Army-McCarthy
Hearings." The book review indicates Senator McCarthy's
friends msould not like the book.

"Carrington"

This book was published in 1960. The book
deals with the ambush and massacre of 180 men
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel W, J.
Fetterman in Wyoming on December 21, 1886.

"A Very Small Remnant"

This book which was published in 1963 is
described in the book reviews as a historical
novel based on United States behavior toward
the ]Indians,

RN S B I I Y B4 B BV SN RN RN TN RN RN S S S R 4 TN A SV EE FU RS R EE B S =X SR SN T4 (AT Sy T O o oy /3 SR =y PR SRR Sl S SV S s
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OFFICE 'OF THE DIRECTOR .
OF S ! R 4 »
3 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Septembefv29, 1969 e

MICHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT

Information in this memorandum supplements that
which appears in a summary memorandum dated September 10,
1969, . : _ :

_ and
the Naval'TnVBBtIgEtIVG_BBTvIUUT_NEVII_TntBIIIEBHEB_CUmmlnd,
contain no additional pertinent information ‘
contain no pertinen en a niormation

Mr. Straight's following close relatives:

Mother | | Dorothy Whitney Straight
: Elmhurst, deceased

Stepfather . leonard Knight Elmhurst
: Totnes, England

Brother Whitney Willard Straight
. London, England

Half brother | " William Knight Elmhurst
London, England

Half sister Ruth Elmhurst Ash
Totnes, England

Investigation indicates Mr, Straight has not
associated with his former brother-in-law, Louis Dolivet,
in over twenty years. Louis Dolivet reportedly resides in
Paris, France, and travels to the United States once or .
twice a year on business. Louis Dolivet reportedly has no

115237 -




Michael Whitney Straight

social or business associations with Mr. Straight. ¥
‘Information concerning Louis Dolivet is set forth on
page eight of summary memorandum dated September 10, 1969

The records of the Library of Congress,
Washington, D. C., list Mr. Straight as being the author
of the following books :

"Make This the Last War"

' This book was published in. 1943, and
according to a book review, it calls for a
federated Europe and holds that unless there
is a fundamental change in the social structure of
Europe, there will be no basis for a European
federation. The book review states Mr. Straight
is a "145 percent New Dealer' and he would
retain war-time emergency measures long after the
end of the war.

"Trial by Television"

This book was published in 1954. According
to a book review, Mr. Straight gives a forthright
interpretation concerning the "Army-McCarthy :
Hearings.'" The book review indicates Senator McCarthy s
friends would not like the book. '

"Carrington"

This book was published in 1960. The book
deals with the ambush and massacre of 180 men
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel W, J.

© Fetterman in Wyoming on December 21, 1886, -

"A Very Small Remnant"

This book which was published in 1963 is
described in the book reviews as a historical
novel based on United States behavior toward
the Indians.
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Memorandum e

TO : Mr. Tolson DATE: 10-15-69

Tele. Room
. Holmes

FROM C. D. DeLoach

SUBJECT: MICHAEL WHITNEY{E%RAIGHT

4 SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE A7)
%%E’/// Leonard Garment, Special Consultant to the President,

called at my office this morning regarding captioned 1nd1v1dua1
and indicated the White House is still considering the question
of whether or not Straight should be appointed to the position
of Deputy Chairman of the National Council on the Arts.

My memorandum dated 9-18-69, attached, shows that the
White House previously contacted me regarding Stralght indicating
they thought Straight had been employed by the FBI., They were
told he was never employed by the FBI and that the first time
we talked to this individual was in June, 1963, when Bobby
Kennedy sent him to the FBI to be interviewed relatlve to his
‘ questionable background.

Garment stated he was entirely familiar with Straight's
background but said Straight had told them that since 1963 he
had cooperated fully with the FBI. I told Garment we had con-
tacted Straight a number of times since his original admissions
to us in 1963 regarding his Communist Party activities and his
contacts with a Russian espionage apparatus. He was told that
these contacts were for the purpose of filling out information
regarding his admissions., Further, Straight did contact us on
one occasion in 1969 to advise that he contemplated a short
trip to Russia and he was concerned he might be contacted by
the KGB in view of his past activities with the Soviets. On
this occasion, he expressed a willingness to take any course
of action suggested to him, but we told him we had no instruc-
tions with regard to his conduct in the USSR. He subsequently
told us his trip was uneventful,

kg
P

Garment advised that Peter M. Flanagan, Assistant to
the President, had discussed Straight's possible appointment
with Senators Karl E., Mundt (R. - South Dakota) and Gordon L
Enclosure REL-2
1 - Mr. DeLoach BR-117 —_ 4
1 - Mr. Gale , , é‘f’zgi‘}

CDD lsk),&«é’/ \jl W
(3) CONTINUED - OVER QGT 23 1969

I /7/#”
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Memorandum to Mr, Tolson
Re: Michael Whitney Straight

‘Allott (R. - Colorado) and that Senator Mundt had reservations

regarding the President affording Straight a Presidential

appointment. Garment wanted to know whether the FBI would

talk to Senator Mundt regarding this case if he contacted the

}Bureau and advise . Senator Mundt that Straight had cooperated
with the FBI since 1963,

I told Garment that we could not furnish any informa-
tion to anyone concerning a prospective Presidential appointee
in the absence of instructions from the White House to do so,
since this is a hard-and-fast policy of the White House.

i

Garment indicated he understood this and that he,
himself, would take the matter up with the White House,

ACTION:

For information.
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FBI BALTO
63 4PM DEFERRED $-5-69 AKM

TO DIRECTOR AND ALEXANDRIA
FROM BALTIMORE RUC

'% CHAEL WHITNEY STRAIGHT SPI.

¥

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFQ, AUGUST TWENTY SEVEN LAST.

ON—SERTEMRETD FIVE (/

REVIEWED AND FOUND TO CONTAIN NO
PERTINENT INFORMATION CONCERNING APPOINTEE. DAVID

WILLARD STRAIGHT, SON OF APPOINTEE, IS PRESENTLY APPLICANT

AT NSA. AUGUST FOURTEEN LAST.

\
NO DEROGATORY INFORMATION DEVELOPED., CONCERNING THE SON, gdi//kffﬁ

Ir .

V

WHO ALSO HAS APPLIED FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH CIA. MICHAEL Ti(

WILLARD STRAIGHT, DOB JULY FOURTEEN FORTY FOUR, US NAVAL "6
OFFICER, SON OF APPOINTEE, WAS, ACCORDING TO

)6 /- L78— 5§

ALEXANDRIA REVIEW NIS FILE FOR PERTINENT INFORMATION.

EXPEDITE. BUDED PAST. , ngé;‘5¢9

- ?@ N
DEVE NOYV 109 6‘% ' | %’
FBI WASH DC / T
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Chairman

. Named

|| Michael ~ Siraight, who N ]

ately was rumored for, the .
.chairmanship, will play a
major role in the Arts Coun- |
cil under Miss Hanks’ direc- |

. tion. He is being spoken of

! as a possible deputy.

: . Though the chairmanship
is. mnon-partisan and the

council carefully apolitical, .

Straight’s non-appointment
to the top post 1Is viewed as

rcareful polities. Straight?}

served as both editor and |
contributing editor for some;}

years for the liberal New

Republic Magazine. How-
ever, Straight is a scion of
Long Island’s Whitney fam-
ily of staunch Republicans.
During his New Republic
years, Straight regularly
covered open meetings of
the Arts Council and as reg-

Eulae___;_L_g_,commented on 1ts_‘

meager budgets. T

DERCTROEI. .
P

a6 (CT 28 1969

———

Tolson
DelL.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

The Washington Post /, _ 2

Times Herald

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post

The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World

The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World

Examiner (Washington)

Date %/é 7
\
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