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TO  : Director, FBI (92-2831) DATE:  3/31/72

 SURJECT!  MEYER LANSKY - FUGITIVE — Do 3-° an) e T
AR ' .
oo WM

= On January 10, 1972, a newspaper clipping came to the attention ..
of this office, undated, with a Washington byline captioned "Sanctuary #
for Racketeers,' by JACK ANDERSON.. The newspaper cantaining the article 4
js also wnknown, although it is noted that JACK ANDERSON is a syndicated{{:
columist. In the article ANDERSON stated that racketeers with "Jewish N 77
background' have sought sanctuary in Israel, adding ''the Israeli Govemn-¢/} "
ment has been quietly investigating their dark pasts S ANDERSON identi-
fied these individuals as: '

MEYER LANSKY; o

/ T INFORMATION CONTATRID. .
M‘Fu IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCE!
VHERE SEOWN OTHERWISE. .

T

HARRY STROMBERG, _
also known as Nig Rosen;

- MY

JOE STACGHER; e

S ‘rg‘?) : "‘:i_ﬂ-; e
MORRIS SGMERIZLER, ¥ 34l o
Also known as Max Courtney; Classified by G-t 63Kl O
Peclassify on: OADR 23

. ISTPREIEAPRN T SRR - RS P A
T A e Y A B e e

AL MONES;

HYMAN SEGAL; ~RECZ7 q - Q{%} /3?}
FRANK RITIER, 2o oI
Also known as Red Reed; T
CLAUDE LIPSKY. iR T A

2 fim, 1dad ﬁln /5'37,

@E&a’u'
(1 - Foreign Liaison Desk)

(2 - Miami, 92-102)
g8-Tel Aviv

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

R e Gl Aokl & T e e ch S ALELIC SROL 0 e Rl Sbeg e Yy
% i g PRI IC SR S Al it IS s LAY
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_ ' The article further alleged that ANIERS(N's associate,
t1f1ed as LES WHITIEN, traced United States dollars from Swiss to
WHITTEN spoke to "top bankexs

Israecli banks, noting that
Un1ted Statesv and Smtzerland. s

* in the

Al LAGIDA R i i
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“* ps noted in Tel Aviv airtel, 1/18/72;
insure that the outcome of the current
gardinig subject’s, statusis pro

iy

One copy '
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of the enclosed letterheud memorandim is
d to the Anmbassador, United States Embassy, Tel Aviv.
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UNITED STATESD&ARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION =~~~ S

In Reply, Please R.efer to was}l}hn;g;miggé ¢
4 .

File No., ot s

=" The November 15, 1971, edition of the "Jerusalen Post;"
 an English-language daily newspaper published in Jerusalem, - 1ael, -
~ contained the followingz. - . L e T FERTNIY

s O s Stay of ey el

LT “"The High Court of Justice yesterday ordered the Ministe

of the Interior, Dr. Yosef Burg, to refrain from issuing an expulsion
order against Meyer Lansky until such time as his petition for a writ’
against the Minister is finally decided. - - o ot R

"This interim order , as well as an order nisi calling on -
Dr. Burg to show cause, within thirty days, why he should not grant
Meyer Lansky an immigrant's visa wnder the Law of Retum, was issued -°
by Supreme Court Justice Moshe Etzioni. - R e

“The petition for the order nisi which was submitted by
Advocate Yoram Alroy, states that when the 70-year-old Meyer Lansky
arrived in Israel last July (1970) on a visitor's visa he announced
his intention of applying for an jnmigrant's visa for the purpose of . .-
settling permanently in Israel. His lawyer was informed in December, . .
however, that the Minister of the Interior was weighing up the question .
of whether to grant Lansky an immigrant's visa or not in the light o7 T
of the fact that section 2 of the Law of Return empowers the Minister ~., - %
to refuse an immigrant's visa to an applicant who 'is a person with a - -
_ criminal past, likely to endanger public welfare.' - ... - . Tt SRS

S 'At the end of December the Minister of the Interior informed = .
Lansky that he had decided not to grant him an immigrant's visa or - = .
renew his visitor's visa. This decisim of the Minister was based. . .. . .-

" on a study of alwost 1,000 documents,photostatic copies of which were
attached to the petition to the High Court. - These documents, which- . ...
were given to Mr. Alroy by Mrs. Huebner of the Ministry of the Imterior .=

e 5y =T p%\N TI2L © Classified byGeLOSKLONY
- Declassify on: bl ’f‘_ .
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S L " CONFXDENTIAL :

RE: MEYER LANSKY .

for a period of 48 hours anly, include Teports of a U. S. Senate -

Committee on an investigation into organized crime in America, in
which the name of Meyer Lansky is mentioned _and of th

iy Al . Ay ot ky\ [ - Lot * -
‘and to give him an’ opportunity to defend himself,’ the
violated the rules of natural justice

his. petition that an appreciable number ‘of - them have no connectitn -

“whatsoever with Lansky, and that the rest are a 'collectian of txiwmn‘s

" yilification and gossip from an undisclosed source.''* The

-alleges. furthermore .that the documents provide 10 legal proo

-«,».~~:.‘.,‘i ‘American wnderworld of organized crime and alleges that the charges

‘any evidence whatsoever, to justify defining Lansky as 'a pergm th
a criminal past, likely to endanger public welfare.' = -~ -

_ g ened A L
.-+ "In the petition Lansky denies all connection with ‘thei:

- brought against him in the U. S., vhen he was already. in Israel;-are.
~ completely wnfounded, were framed with the intention of persecuting

him and were irrelevant to his application for an immigrant's visa.®

“"As an example of the hostile atmosphere which had been created around’

Lansky; the petition mentions the fact that the U. S. duthorities: %

‘had invalidated his American passport several weeks ago, 'alleging’

*7 that: this was done with the intention of compelling him to retum.to

“good faith, an abuse of his powers, ‘reliance tn invalid cons
“and. an’ errmeoq;'iqtgrprgta_tiqnof the ‘law,' 3

the U. S..in the event that his Israel visa were not extended, as
without a passport he would be unable to enter amy other country

"In canclusion Advocate Alroy

e Ing ; brits in his petitio
Dr. . Burg's handling of his client's application reveals an abse
derations

I3
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St The January 13, 1972, edition of the
contained an article as follows:' "0 .

. "ansly May Go Wherever He's Welcme

;
i
?

&

. to a High Court order nisi calling o
" to grant Lansky an immigrant visa.,

" “The reply, submitted by State

Attorney Gabriel B

P OO 3 RO R et sihbe R KA LR 1Y

of charges pending against hin in the 0.

s e B Rl Actr ye-ep v e o Avexy .

ea il ‘.4,.3'1_.&;“'\_. SN '._;',:2,’. 4 s .
"Jerusalen Post,"

“ "The Minister of Interior is prepared to issue Meyer Lansky: -

with a laissez passer enabling him to enter amy country willing to accep
" him. -This was disclosed yesterday in the Ministry of Interior's reply::
the Minister to justify his refusal

ach, denie

. an allegatian by Lansky that the Minister was indirectly seeking ‘his:
. extradition to the U, S:. It revealed that the Minister, had informed.
Lansky of the laissez passer offer last September, and that the offer:

still held good. Mr. Lansky's U. 'S. passport was invalidated because
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i Minister's reply | ﬂwm@&mfA der nisi, whic
gned by Mrs.. Yehudit ‘Huebbner,’.the Deputy Directo General-vof
the Ministry of the Interior, in’ ‘charge of immigration and reg:.stratlm
confirmed that since December,: 11970, when Lansky had. first -applie fo
inmgrant status, the Minister had been weighing up: ‘the poss1b1hty
of rejecting his application on the grownds, laid ‘down in ecg, 02 _'

‘of the Law of the Retum,.1950, ‘that 'he was a person ‘with 8
past, ‘1ikely’ to endanger pubhc welfare,’ ' He had not acted, mmedlately

“impulse but had withheld his ‘decision’ pendms rough mvesti
gation of the information he had (recewed cancerni )
m.t.h thel world of orgaxuzed crime.

el v "The Mln:tster said’ in statement that he had only reached.
his’ final canclusion to reject Lansky's apphcatxm for an immigrant -
- visa, after he had studied a report of the investigation carried out’.
" by Mr. Gabriel Bach, the State Attomey, in Washington, at the réquest:
~,of Mr. Shapiro, the Minister of Justice, as well -as minutes ‘of a three
hour meeting between Mrs. Huebbner, the legal adviser of the Ministzy,
Lansky and his lawyer, in which Lansky had been given the oppommty
to state h1s case fully. -

L - Tvipfter bemg mformed of the M:mster‘s dec151cn, Lmsky
 asked for a meeting with him and an opportnity to study the. ‘documents
"and material which Mr. Bach had brought from a- 10-day visit to the
. U. 8. Justice Department. . He was given copies of the documents andh
“attention was dram to a number. of books, dealing with ‘organized crime
jn general-‘and his activities in part1mlar. - He and his_lawyer were:s
informed that they would be given an opporturuty of comenting on the.
.. material, after they had had time to study it. . However, after studymg
the material, Lansky had decided to petition the High Court instead o
takmg ‘advantage of ﬂus rtunity. ;

' ”Th15 information was divided under several headings.:
first related to pubhcaums on orgamzed crime in América,’ i
of which a"'place of honour' was given to Lansky, classing him with
the 'big names' in the American underworld. Amongst quotations. from
these pubhcatmns is the following from 'Theft of the Nation,'-a
book by Professor Cressey, a member of the Pres1dent's Comnlssmn am
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RE: 'MEYER LANSKY

 Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice, which was published -
“{% in 1969: - 'The career of Maie uchowljansky (Meyer Lansky).:- 8 pooT
" Russian immigrant who began his work in organized crime as an executidl

. and boasts because his enterprise is ‘bigger than United States Steel!.
ot 1ikely to be frequently duplicated in the futire,  For that Watter,

" even now there are few businessmen, c’riminal“or;._nmé_grjnﬁiial_;i}thd'.posge_,_
- the untrained organizational genius which enabled Suchowlj ansky - :
- the world's most successful money mover .and corrupteT... Specifically
‘toleration of Lansky probably rests on Casa ‘Nostra's need for expert
knowledge about ga‘t.d_)‘li;‘lg,’especially;casm' o ganbling. . %y

e 3
£3 -

.;;‘ . I o . X
"“Criminal Convictions

1
¢ % . "The secand heading deals with Lansky's criminal convictions
These appear to be remarkably mild for a man with such a notorious: .-
“reputation, including only two convictions. for disorderly conduct -in
‘1918 and 1920, a fine of $100 for contravening the Prohibition laws
in 1931, a fine of $1,000 for illicit ganbling activities in his.'
Florida Green Acres Club in 1950, and a three months' prison sentence

-
Ny

for cantraventions of the New York gambling 1aws_in 2953, ¢ E

. vThe insignificance of Lan.sky's' criminal convictions is i g
ascribed in the reply to the fact that lociallsheriffs and other law: -

enforcement officers were in Lansky's pay or otherwise “indebted:to
in in 1953, to bring’

him, but that they were forced, in 1950 and again
at least minor charges against Lansky in view of the notorious publicity
‘he was receiving in the press and o r publications.  Furthermore, ‘the -
statement notes that jt has always been difficult to bring gangsters . .
and mobsters to justice in America because of the virtual impossibility
of getting witnesses to testify against them and the non-cooperation -
of the law-enforcement officers. i i .i. . - il U STRRR LI

e nder the heading of 'Charges Pending' against Lansky . two
 committals to trial are included - by the Grand Jury of Florida an.
' March 25, 1971 and by the Grand Jury of Nevada, on October 22, 1971 -
" on charges contected with illicit gambling activities; and a ‘commi ttal
.= . to trial by the Florida Grand Jury - on March 24, 1971 - on a charge
%" of criminal contempt, in that Lansky refused to ‘appear before it after
e bei;_lg'lawfully subpoenaed., . i i o '

"It was “in cmsequence of these .
of Lansky's U. S. passport was cancelled.
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Amcn st the most daming allegations agaixxs
those cmtamed in the Kefauver Report, the findings
“committee, headed by Senator Kefauver, appointed by

to investigate organized crime in interst
‘ empha51s on ganblmg and racketeennge

.f T "After heanng over 500 witnesses, " inclu
ranking gangsters, the Conmittee cmcluded that ganbli ing mterpnses

" formed the hard-rock core of organized crime in U. S. "cities and that
' the gangs operating the ganbling enterpnses ‘*are the survivors of th
© murderous undexworld wars of the prohibition era.’. -In ‘the Committee's’

© words: 'Crime is on a synchcated basis to a substantial extent in many
- cities. The two major crime syndicates in this country are the Accardo
Guzik-Fischetti syndicate, whose headquarters are Clncago, and the

Costello Adaus Lansky syndlcate based New A 1:15... e SRR
@ T Tals ws.ﬁf.,.

47 v his testmmy befone t.he Kefauve Comit . Latisky :
refused to answer guestions conceming his bus esi;r?ﬁlties and e

\ associatio; th leading gangsters suchas Luc uciano, Frank
£ w / Costello, Jop is, etc., on the groun that his yes would tend - .
_.'/ (* to incriminate him., Joe Adonis, Geralg/Catend, Fr rickson) (all. . 4, (,;_
' amongst the mobster ‘elite') refused to an?sver quest1ms about( theu' ‘/’
oun

"Another w1tness, Bam ki, who was employe as a .
'debt collector' by the gambling cl\lbs, informed the Committege that I
he had never killed anyone without an O.K. from above and that at’ least

unt11 1941 killmgs had to be cleared m New York with Lansky.-:: '

assoc1at10n mth Lansky, on the same

o "Another Senate Comlttee > headed by ‘Senator McClellan,-~:*:
» 3PP°11‘ted 'To Investigate Improper Actjlities in the Labour ‘or Manageg-
- ment Field,' describes Lansky in 1ts ‘ ’

top gangsters' and asso<:1ates him wigh_the mf:la.
8 | | [eresA -

in the U. S in July, 1971, was told by Vincent Charles/Teresa, one of - ..
‘thé very few Mafia members who consented to ‘break his oath of sﬂence e
to his organlzaﬁm, that: 'Ganbhng is the smgle most mportant
activity for organized crime. ~Meyer Lansky is the biggest man in .
the casino gambling business. Ce11m1 is the secand man. That's the RN
way it has been for many years.' o
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"A Royal Commss:.m mvestxgatmg ganblmg AU
Islands in 1967 records the testimony of Sir Staffoyd/Sands, the Governor 5
oF the Islands, to the effect that Lansky had approfiched him around:
1960 and offefed him a cheque’ for $2,000,000. in exchange for a permit:
_to Operate gamblmg cllbs m the Bahanns ‘

ko "Ammg other ‘mumerous docmnents which ach “brought back %5

from the U. S. is the evidence of Daniel Francjg/Ahearn, who testified e
during an inquiry to decide whether to cancel ky's. American citizen-:
_ship. He said he had been associated with Lansky in several crimes,

(el mcludmg robbery, and attenpted mmders, <

"Anotherdocmmt-arep
_1ssued in July, 1961 - describes Meyer Lansky as 'one of this nat:un 'S
leading mobsters, one of the top Jewish associates in'a dicate .
~composed of high-ranking hoodlums of Italian extractlon o cxxxtml
the maJor rackets in the U S A and Canada TR ;

A comprehenswe SO-page report m Lansky's 1ife ad act1v1t1es,
prepared by the Income Tax Department of the U.S.A., sums up Lansky T
history as showmg that 'he has been a criminal a11 his adult life.® ‘

’Mlmster's ccnclusn‘n e

G

"Mrs Huebbner's reply to the ngh Court's order nisi states
that on the basis of all this information, the Minister had come to the
conclusion that Meyer Lansky had a criminal past, and that because of .-
the special nature of this criminal past, he was 11ke'1;{eto endanger the‘:
welfare of the Israel pubhc if allowed to renmn in country.

SRR ' "She backed up tha,s latter conclusmn on the part of the o
Minister with reports to the effect that notorious drug smugglers were .
attempting to organize a 'sumiit meeting' of the Crime Syndicate with
~ Lansky in Tel Av1v. 'I'hese reports mme from Interpol and from London's:

.. New Scotland Yard s .

i R "She stressed that frcm all the mfomatmn available con-
cemmg the organized crime syndicates in the U.S., it was clear that
the 1ead1ng menbers of these syndicates were not in the habit of Wre- -

~ tiring' and severmg themselves completely from their former associates

., and act1v1t1es..-~
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: »,_:_for an erder nisi that 1
“*and ‘devious methods in orde¥. to extradite him to. Amevica,

(edJ.tor's conment), as follows

g Israel was to escape the choking knowledge that I was. llvmg within:
“tne of the largest and most corrupt pol1t1ca1 machines in existence "’
" today, and that there was nothing in the world that I could do to “dem:
T it, bemuse even the offlcers of law were g1ven to acceptmg bnbe

- \‘@ij R S
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‘"Mrs. Huebbner then rebutted Lansky‘s allegatmns in his petition :
the Minister of the Interior was using indirect .
C pomting*t‘m‘t‘

‘that already ‘in Sep tember;. 971, the M1n1ster had _mformed Lansky

‘he was: prepared to give hnn ”Ialssez:passer w}uch t;lm;uld ‘enable’ him:;o

enter any ‘country which agreed to'a
illing -to do :

“In conclusion, Mrs. Huebbner strongl denied, that the ]

‘had acted in bad faith and in ¥iolation of the principles. of patural

ustice -‘as alleged by Lansky:: -She’ cla;med ‘gn:the contrary,’ that

jus
" Minister had ekercised his ‘discretion-in'a proper and fitting 1 ‘manner, in
. deciding to deny Lansky immigrant’ status or permission 1 t6 continue to
" 'remain in Israel as a temporary, res1dent, part1cular1y since ‘the Knesse

had had no intention of turning Israel into’a place of refuge’ for person$

‘mth cnmmal pasts who are a potent1a1 danger to the public w Welfare,

5 The Januaf'y 24, 1972 Sedition ‘of the "Jerusalem Post™.
a letter to the editor of the newspaper, capuonea "Feeling of .Relief"

v c o B Narme Sa o

M"S:r ‘The tremendous rehef that was expenenced upon reading the news

of Meyer Lansky's pending expulsmn from Israel has not been dup11cated
smce my arnval m Israel : )

i “Mone of the ‘main reasons I left Chicago and :unmlgrated to

' "I came w1th a deep love and smcere'behef in the}"mnate

’mtegnty of Tsrael's ideals. -But upon hearing of Lansky's acceptanc

by Israel, the last of that belief was ‘almost drained, and I.1ived in

“horror of the day when Israel, too, would be overrxdden by the 'scum;
-of the’ earth

. -"There mist be miny others who'came from America,and can
empathlze with the feeling of relief from impending | terror. _that Was

‘experienced by the fear ‘that Meyer Lansky and otheps’-like ' hlm would b _
. -~ welcomed here as new mmgrfmtsp, ' ‘
respon51b1e who were not blmd ;

P

"Ramt Gan, January 17" k&
It is noted that Ramat Gan is a suburb of Tel Avnr. ]
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L8 ipen sssiming for argument!s
“once a big-time gangster, is he still me
'70 whose last conviction was. in 1953, ‘now in
the public welfare' in the words 0
‘question

1.7 "This was_the crucial q ‘which Justice Berenson pu
‘to State Attorney Gabriel Bach in the High Court of Justice yestel
" Mr. Bach spent much of the four-hour session trying to prove that’
" “Mr. Lansky has kept up his underworld activities till the présent
< day, and that the Minister of Interior was therefore right in refusing

*_to grant him an immigrant's status wder the Law of Return; (The

Law of Return excludes persons 'with a cT who are likely
public welfare.’) -7 .« 5

~, to endanger the

o

: 22 8"

\Ihe Lansky hearing ended its secand day before the five-
Judge High Court bench with Mr. Lansky's own lawyer, Mr. Yoram Alroi,
- yet to present his case. The State Attomey concluded his presentaTl

"%t me o'clock and the court adjourned intil this roming.
v (e nearing vas originally set for Nednesday and Ty,
.~ It now goes into its third day, and Mr. Alroi has already informed
" the _court that one day will not suffice.) | '

6, Bye il
Sl B Amce

LR

‘ SA ™r. Lanskyhmelf was again in court for theentn'e session,
sitting with his U. S. lawyer, Mr. David Rosen, with a translator between
them‘\ginp_llt;anewslynt‘:krar_;‘sflatin the proceedings into English.

. “The most_Tecent evidence involving Mr. Lansky which
Bach cited was the testimony in 1971 of a former Mafia man, Vincent
... Teresa, before a U. S. Senate Committee on organized crime, * Vincent
" who claimed to be the grandson of a Mafia 'don,' said inter-aliai.:
- "Meyer Lansky is the biggest man in the casino gambling business
"“That's the way it has been for many years.!  .o.iti
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»."'Vmcente was the ecmd thmso to break ‘the ome

;;dreaded vow of silence vhidh had for so long proved strdng'er ‘than all

. Eight years earlier, in 196
! to the Senate Ca’lmttee (H1
b - alachi

~ "Walachi’ told" e Comnittee that Lansky'had masterminded ¥ -
the k1111ng of Maranzano, who became the 'boss of bosses' after '
" Luciano was deported to Sicily. Valachi said that Maranz:go was’ ‘k111ed

by a group of gangsters d15gmsed as policemen. who we
‘fhenchman Red Levme. "*,'

““Most Tecent evidence agamst Lansky came from secret

‘ recordmgs which the FBI made at a gangster's retreat in New Jersey . .-

between 1961 and 1965. One gangster is taped as saying: ‘'Meyer owns

more in Vegas than anybody - than all of our put together (s1c). oo x.-:f :
He s got a p1ece of every Jomt @ Vegas :

"In 1961 the Federal ureau ()
'Meyer Lansky (alias &
; Geo

LR I

I Another relat1ve1y recent report _
made by the U.:S. Inland Revenue in 1959.- It declared;
hlstoxy shows he has been a crmunal a11_ h15 adult .life

*In the“séme year, 1959';‘the Senate appo _
'Coxmnttee on Improper Activities in the labour or Management F1eld

" Its task was to mvesugate the 11nks between orgaruzed crine ‘and .

tmde wions. - liesn sl

s
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RE: MEYERLASKY - . .-

<o = - :'Mr. Bach told the court that Lansky's name came up fre:
‘quently during the Committee's investigations, -Its final report:
"described him as_'ane of the country's top gangsters.! :Witness afte:
" witness revealed, under the questianing of Robert Kemedy, the links
between organized crime and organized labour - especially with the:

. Teamsters Union.’

#37 -, ""Evidence of Lansky's ‘s _attempts to- trate ints
garbling casinos in the Bahamas came up in a Royal -Commission “of
- Inquiry appointed in 1967. A certain Sir Stafford Sands, who:la
" becamea member of the Govemor of the Bahamas' Advisory: Council,®
testified to the Commission that in 1960 Mr. Lansky had offered him
a cheque for $2m. in return for arranging a gambling concessian an
the islands. (Sands apparently accepted the bribe, and his caree:
as a lawyer was completely ruined by the investigation of the:
Commission.) ~~° ... TR e RN iy P

7. . "In 1963 and again in 1966 Mr. Lansky appeared before New:
York grand juries, but refused to answer - on the ground that his .
‘answer ‘might tend to incriminate him' - such questims as 'Where
do you work?' 'What do you do for a living?' 'Do you have any interests
in an)é casinos in Las Vegas?' and 'Have you ever been to Grand Bahama
ISlan ?l S - : o e el - e .

NN

= [ . 12

o

. a ~ "Of course, the State Attomey admitted,. Mr. Lansky ‘
- cence alone could not incriminate him, but how did it square with his
claim that he has had no interests in any U. S. gambling since 1950,
~ and none in Cuba since 19597 Mr. Bach said that Mr. Lansky had re-
-peated this claim to Mrs. Yehudit Huebbner, the senior Interior
Ministry official who handled his application for immigrant's rights.

S R BT S N S SIS

0 1.» “If the clain vas true, why did he Tefuse to answer the
" grand juries' questions? the State Attomey asked. - And why was he
now refusing to obey a subpoena issued against him to appgg before

~a grand jury? -
e ;«(‘; :5'"‘ - .“ . ’ Tz
TR T st damaging to Mr. Lansky's contention that he has 'retired
- to Israel was the evidence brought by Mr. Bach of an umderworld  'sumit!
" ‘meeting which was planned for Tel Aviv last year with Mr. Lansky's :: i
participation.. Acting on tips from Interpol and the British police,:
the Israel police barred three American citizens - Messrs. Sigelbaum, .
Marcus and Rose - from entering the comntry. Other would-be sumniteers .
_called off their trips following the expulsion of these three. -~ : .~

3

’
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. with Meyer Lansky,

Florida, and now resident of Israel;" 5 ‘Washington cabléd’

that Sigelbaum was known 85 a courier, who took money . 'skimmed'. from-

the Las Vegas casinos ‘and deposited it in Switzerland on Lansky!

- "If only part of the hundreds of testimonies, the committee
‘reports, the books, the articles, the ‘notorious facts''-~ as Mr. Bach:
" termed them - were true, that was sufficient gronds for the Minister
" of Interior's decision that he had 'a criminal past and was likely to-
~ endanger the public welfare' within the meaning of the Law of Return,
Mr. Bach contended. The cumulative weight of all the material left:
the Minister with no altemative, he claimed. '« i<ismifas irde

"The courtroom was much fuller yesterday than on Wednesday, - -
. with a brisk traffic of sightseers who sat down for a few minutes,:.-.

. 'gazed raptly at Mr. Lansky, and left again, their noisy movements
‘" visibly annoying the bench. . .. : b

Ve oaEs

T T S B el S RURRAFE W14
4. . ."Those who listened to the State Attomey were treated to .
samé gruesome episodes from the history of pre-World War II gangland.

" feuds.: A detective named Ruditzki who later worked as an ‘enforcer'

.~ for the gangs, gave evidence to the 1950 Senate Kefauver Committee: -

" that there were no killings in New York before 1941 wjthout an .okay -

| #Clark told the Committee
t he had "election’ campaign by Meyer Lansky's;: - .:.
'’ brother (and partner) Jak isky. Once installed as sheriff, Clark
 showed his gratitude by #ining a blind eye to ganbling in his county,
_'Broward County, Fla. He even ordered his police force to provide:yi::.
- guards for the armoiwred cars in which the money from the ganbling
Qs vas transported. ene ey g

" “One-time Accomplice " e

.
4

- ... "Mr. Bach also quoted fram a 142-page swom s atement given -

to the police by a criminal named Daniel Francis Ahearn in 1957.. Ahearn

spoke of many crimes which he and Lansky had committed together in the
ttwenties. He told for instance how Lansky had cracked a man's head with =
an iraa bar when the man refused to take part in a strike Lansky had

planned. . .
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, 51e ] had shot and. tned to hll a gangster called Barret.” 3
“three Bullet-wounds, Barret survived.: .Lansky made ‘another. attemp ke

»t0 dispose. ¢ of him bysend:mg him a poisoned chicken to his’ hospztal ;

~ (The story --it is a classic in the ‘annals of those wild days,‘ is..
.. that when the wounded Barret heard from his wife that the chick
‘threw it away and was thus spared.

,_’ ‘ ky's. counsel P .
sister saying’ that he was 'a pathological liar,' but Mr,’ Bach ‘sai
. the fact that Lansky was arrested for the shootmg “though subse="7%%
quently released - shows that Barret did not invent the entire episode.:
(Mr. Bach did not deal with the fact that Barret was himself a self-
‘ c’;mfessed k111er wh1ch must weaken the weight of his ev1dence.)

"Mr Lansky d1d not su.ffer yesterday the pangs ‘of hunger_
',wh1ch he said he felt by the end of Wednesday's long session. As
soon as the court rose for the mid-moming interval he made stra:.g’nt
for the canteen and fortified himself with a sandwich. Asked by an -
American newsman how he felt the case was going, Mr. Lansky sald he
was 'not an expert' m these matters."

e " - e : ',.-.‘,

L e The Apnl 14 1972 ed1t1m of the "Jerusalem Post"
an art1cle, wh1ch, ‘m part, 1s as follows PRI

e

[ 4

by

o "What was the chfferem:e bemeen the cases of Meyer Lansky
and Joe Stasher? This was a question posed to the Minister of Interior,
_~ . Dr.'Yosef Burg, by menbers of 'The Jerusalem Post' staff at an inter-
“ - yiew this week.. Why had the Interior Ministry granted Mr. Stasher an

- mmugrant's permit and then refused the same to Mr. Lansky,. when both

men’are allegedly connected with the U. S, wnderworld?. (Mr. Lansky
is now contestmg the Mnustry s refusal in a High Court acticn )

.?--' "pr, Burg sald that ‘the permit to Mr. Stasher had been issued -
‘before he took office. Nevertheless,. both he and his Ministry's Director--
- General, Mr. Haim Kubersky, who accompamed the Minister at ‘The Post!:

editorial meeting, were eager to explam the dems:.on-makmg process;

in the o cases. .

14




™r.:
f c1t12¢msh1p in 1964, :
" Haim Shapiro, refused hi.m, ‘but’ sa1d that he\'

Lan extended tourist visa. for 4 probatiom periods
. 'the following six years, Mr . Stasher renewed his
each time the reply was. the same: wait and see, -Qui
"’ according to Ministry Spokesman Yitzhak Agass:., e d
came through just after Mr. Sha91ro diéd, and thére
at the ‘Ministry... .The. respms1b111ty for. deudmg was |
" Minister Yosef Goldsd\mdt, and he was. ‘guided by

: health‘ o Stasher from the police

' "outs1de the National Religious, Party,
" 'were at pains to stress. (Allegat ms
‘ V:m some local neWSpapers. o

177 ndr, Lansky had been'better' jmown. than Mr.
he arrived in 1970 and apphed for citizenship under. the"'Law of !btum "
Minister Burg postponed a fmal dec151on whlle he took steps to. g_ather

1nfomat1on on Lansky. -

ST : "!here had been no mystenols hes1tat1ms From the very -
T f1rst time the Ministry extended Mr. Lansky's tourist visa, it wrote
% to him explicitly that ‘the decision depended on the information 1o be.

" thered about him. (Eventually the State Attomey was dispatched '

to the U. S. and retumed with two. smtcases full of official camllt

g reports and police and Justice
Lansky On the baszs of this,
hls apphcaum )

e Mr, Agass1 said . Stas her'was app.
for citizenship - he would be turned down out of hand ‘because the
. Ministxy was now more alive to_the danger of Israel's becoming a

haven for mdesnable elements

" “How had this heightened awareness’ operated in the recent
episode “of Maurice Savell, the South African financier who allegedly
- left hundreds of investors high and dry and fled to Israel when his

cham of companies got jnto difficulties?. He’ apphed for ‘and received
year's temporary Yy resident's permt from the Intenor Mlmstry‘ ofﬁces

m Tel Avnr with no dJ.fflculty
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"The men from the M:mstry mp

knmledge ‘or forewaming on’ Mr.. Savell mts.l “jt was too’'la

. South African press had carned ‘his story = together. i

“ that he had fled to Israel - three ‘weeks: bef re Mr. Savell ‘

- for his permit, but ‘the Israeli Cmsulates ‘had apparentl not relayed

- the information: to the Ministry. D ,detecuve agency
s Dre Burg stressed. " If neither the pollce, 7o}

legations. abroad give us amy mformatzm th

to grant a man s request.’

 Lansky v."the Inte
. the terms 'cmmnal past'
‘Law of Retum..

A ¥ The remamder of the art1c1e
Te ard;mg the Israeli Law of Return, ‘as
mmster Burg o reSpmsﬂ):.ht:Les of his’ offlce. RE

_ This document contams neither recommendations’:
" nor conclusions of:the. FBI.: It is. the property
. of the FBI and is loaned to.your agency, J.t ‘and
" its contents a1 e not to be chstnbuted tside-
"~ your agency. ‘
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