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- qfurnished information on April
25, 1963, which reilected had said that MIYER
LANSKY was part of a gromp 18 chiased land on the
Grand Bahamas Island (GBI) for the purpose of building é?‘rCL

a hotel and gambling cssino. Additional j -
obtajined eflected that

and others were“
Q

ANSKY. According to the source,
stated that LANSKY is-extremely wealthy and has more
oints the casinaes in Las Vegas than anyone else.
ﬁfnrthe’r indicated that LANSKY is the person who
1 ects other Jewish gamblers in Las Vegas and LANSKY
in turn is protected by

1230, 1963,” furnished information
that reported that MEYER LARESKY has a
"plece” of virtually every casino in Las Vegas due to his

early entry as the "protection" for the Jewish element
who organized the gambling industry there.

listed the Flsmingo -, the Desert Inn, the Freft
hotels in which LANSKY has interest. .
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The foregoing information, because of the
circumstances surrounding its receipt, was set forth
in this section inasmuch as it is felt that dissemination
of such information outside the Bureau would seriously
risk compromising the sources involved. As the Bureau
is aware, much investigativeeffort has been undertaken
in the past to prove existance and hidden interest of
MZYZR] LANSKY and his associates throughout the United
States and foreign areas. Such data has beencompiled
and properly forwarded to the Miami Division as thst
division has been the office of origin in the MEYZR
LANSKY case for several years. LANSKY has made his base
of operations in the Miami area for a considerable period
of time. The majority of his trusted associates reside
in that area and such individuals have become prominent in
the group that surround LANSKY znd operate under his control.
Recent publicity afforded this group in the Miami newspapers
have pointed out the degree of control over numerous Miami
Beach hotels and motels excercised by such individuals.
Investigation conce

Bureau consider designating the Miami Division as office
of origin in this matter, as it is felt that the Miami
Division is in a more logical position to properly
administer the investigation in this case.

14? ' It is, therefore, being recommended thet the

-F-
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/} The New York Office will maintain this case

the above recommendations set forth. No leads are
being set forth in this case and information copies of
this report are being made available to those divisions

in which previous investigation in this matter has been
conducted. -
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in a pending status until such time the Bureau advises as to
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Character:

Synopils LANSKY born 7/4/02, Grodno, Poland. Early criminal
career set forth. During period 1954 LANSKY and his
brother JACK, along with CLIFF JONES, Ex-Lieutenant
Governor of Nevada, alleged to have hidden interest
in Thunderbird Hotel, Las Vegas. _GEO W reported

e i : LANSKY!
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DETAILS: ’

Investigation in this matter was initiated to
determine the activities of those individuals who have
been ¢ losely associated with MEYZR LANSKY over a long
period of time. Such jndividuals have spparently operated
under his control. This report will deal with the
available' information that focuses upon aress which serve
this group as sources of financial support.

I._ BACKGROUND AND EARLY_CRTNINAL ACTIVITIES. OF. MIYIR.LANSKY
a, Pirth

Records of Immigration and Naturalization 1376‘
Service, dew York, as reviewed by Special Agent P
January 30-31, 1958, reflect that MIYER LANSKY was born on
July %, 1902, in Grodno, Poleand, which is now under the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republies. Records further
show that LANSKY entered the United States under the name
of MEYER BUCHOWLJANSKY aboard the "SS KUREK" at New York,

New York, on April 4, 1911, and was admitted as-a permenent
resident.
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b. Citizenship

Records of Immigration and Naturalization
Service, referred to above, show thiat on September 27,

1928, MEYER LANSKY was naturalized in the United States

District Court, Eastern District of New York, under
Certificate Number 251 781k, at which time he changed
his true name to MEYER LANSKY.

On July 25, 1958, MORTON R OBSON, then Assistant
United States Attorney, Southern District of New York,
advised that the denaturalization proceedings instituted
by Immigration ad Naturalization Service against MEYER
LANSKY were dismissed on May 28, 1958, for a lack of
prosecution. ROBSON stated that the proceedings could
not be reinstituted in New York as LANSKY was then a
resident of the State of Florida.

¢. Early Criminal Activities

, The"New York World Telegram,' a New York City
evening newspaper that has ceased publication, in its
issue of Jamuary 9, 1958, on Page 1, contained an article
captioned "Yen for Cuba Cash Doomed Anastasia'.

The article in commeanting on the slaying of
ALBERT ANASTASIA, top hoodlum in New York City, set
forth the following concerning LANSKY:

"Now 55, LANSKY came to New York from Russia
in 1911 and joined the Owney Madden pootleg gang about
twelve years later. Then he and BENJAMIN (Bg
formed the "Bug and Meyer Mob" which expanded rapidly
from New York to Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and California.

GGSY) SIEGEL
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"While ANASTASIA was still a smalltime punk
and strong-armed goon, LANSKY was already known as one
of the 'Big Six' of Eastern motdom. The others were
SIEGEL, JACOB (GURRAH), SHAPIRO, LOUIS (LEPKE), BUCHALTER,
CHARLES (LUCKY) LUCIANO and JCZ iD2IS, After the murder
of ARTHUR (DUTCH SCHULTZ) FLEGENHL1MAR they were bosses
of all big rackets from New York to Chicago.

"LANSKY is the only one still around. SIZGEL
was gunned to death in California. BUCHALTER died in the
electric chair. LUCIANO and ADONIS are back in their
native Italy. LANSKY visited LUCKY in 1949. SHAPIRO
died in Sing Sing of a coronary thrombosis.

"Crime files revesled LANSKY one of the biggest
mobsters ever to.operate in the United States. With
SIZGEL he bossed West Coast gembling for many years. .
With FRANK COSTELLO and FRANK ERICKSON he ran gambling
houses in Upstate New Yorlk, New Jersey, Florida, New
Orleans and Las Vegas. With BUCHALTER he directed
operations of Murder, Inc.

"He even worked with the murderous FISHCHETITI
- brothers in Chicago rackets. Senate investigators
concluded that LANSKY, in conjunction with COSTELLO and
ADONIS, formed the nationwide crime syndicate and controlled
all its East Coast Activities.

"But despite more than thirty years as a rackets
rajah, LANSEY served only one small jail term -- a three
month stretch in Saratoga County Jail in 1953 for gambling
operations at Sarstoga Springs.

4o
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"pAs soon as he got out, he started for new
fields to conquer and picked Havana as the greenest
pasture of all -- the lush shade of green peculiar to
tourist dollars.

“"No American gambler, gangster, or racketeer
now can work in Havana without LANSKY's O0.K. The master
mobster is on the casino payroll of the new $14 million
Hotel Riviers. and his brother JACK is the casino boss at
Havana's most luxurious playpen, the Hotel Nacional."

II. AREAS OF ACTIVITIES:.

L5 T sl WA - -

. There follows information that has been
Jeveloped concerning areas of activity in which MEYER
LANSKY and his associates have been engaged. b

/g
bH7¢
H70
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1. Las Vegas
"The Las Vegas Sun Daily," newspaper for October
28, 1954, contained an article reflecting that the Nevada
State Tax was conducting an extensive hearing into the
alleged "undisclosed interests" held by MIYER and JACK LANSKY
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and others in the Thunderbird Hotel of Las Vegas. The
article reflected that MARION HICKS, President of the
Thunderbird Hotel, admitted in testlmony that he had

used money advanced by GEORGE SADLOW in the operatlon
of the Thunderbird Hotel. .

This article further reflected MARION HICKS,
President, Thunderbird Hotel, admitted in testimony that he
had used money advanced by GEORGE SADLOW in the operation
of the Thunderbird Hotel. The article described SADLOW as
a long- ~-time lieutenant of MEYER and JAKE LANSKY. HICKS
denied before the Nevada State Tax Commission, according
to the at:cle, that GEORGE SADLOW, MEYER and JAKE LANSKY had
ever been in the Thunderblrd Hotel casino pit directing
gambling operat:ons or in the accounting room or at a
director's meeting of the hotel. HICKS claimed MEYER and
JAKE LANSKY were not financially involved in the operation
of the Thunderbird Hotel.

' The Reno Evening Gazette, in its issue of June 24,
1955, in commenting upon the hearing being held relzting
to the gambling license of the Thunderbird Hotel, reflected
that MARION HICKS had borrowed $197,000 from GEORGE SADLOW,
who had obtained part of it from JAKE LANSKY. This ar+1c1e
described SADLOW as an associate of MEYER LANSKY in various
Florida enterprises. bgz
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During testimony under oath before the Nevada

' Tax Commission in 19
CLIFFORD AARON JONES,
stated that MIYER LANS

, LOUIS WEINER, Law Partner of
Ey-Lieutenant, Governor of Nevada,
KY and his brother JAKE LANSKY had

hidden interests in the Thunderbird Hotel in Las Vegas.
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2). _ Bahama TIslands

"The Wall Street Journz n ern Division
Or October 5, 1965, contained an article captioned "Las -
Vegas East" that was authored by &st:aff writers MONROE W, KARMIN
and STANLEY PENN, fThis article dzalt with the prusperity
enjoyed by United States gamblers in tne Bahamas with the help
of island officlals. In reference to MTYER LANSKY, the article
reported that DINO CELLINI and GEORGE SADLOY were LANSKY's )
assoclates and figured rrominently in the operation of the
casino at the Lucayan Beach Eotel. The article guoted an
unldentified man who was described as being in a position to
know the intimete details of the cperation of the casino,

This quotaticn follows:

"CELLINI and SADLOW were LANSKY's men. At the
closing of the casino each night, all of the boxes were taken
from the tables and brought into the counting room. There

-8-
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were three sets of keys to the boxes, but it was Very ilmportant
that either CELLINI or SADLO be present before the box was
opened”,

The article described GEORGE SADLOW as having

considerable experience working for LANSKY's interests and

reiated that testimony before the KEFAUVER Committee in

1950 showed that MEYER LANSKY and his brother JAKE along
with SADLOW illegally operated the Club Boheme gambling
casino in Florida. An actountang for.tals ‘casino tegtified
TANSKY personally counted the money taken in after each
table ciosed for the night. At other times, SADLOW performed
this duty. g
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"miha New York Times", a New Yori CLuy dally
paper, in its issue of February 15, 19¢5, contained a

x0. 2

news-
n article
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captioned "Gambling In Bahamas Worries United States Officials".
Included in this article was reference to seven individuals who
were declared undesirable by the Bahamian authorities and
deported. These individuals were as follows:

DINO VINCENT CELLINI
ROY BERNEY BELL
HOWARD (HICKEY) KAMM
DAVID LAWRENCE GEIGER
AL JACOBS *

JAMES BERNARD BAKER
ANTHONY TABASSO

The article further stated that the seven individuals
have had extensive past relations with the LANSKY gambling
organization which is controlled by MEYER and JAKE LANSKY.

"The Wall Street Journal in its April 19, 1967,
i{ssue contained an article " CHESLER Concedes Paying Huge
Sums for Gambling Commission in Bahamas". The article was
authored by staff reporter MONROE W. KARMIN who reported that
LOUIS A. CHESLER, the controversial Canadian promoter, appeared
before a special Commission of Inquiry investigating gambling
in the Bahamas. During his testimony, CHESLER conceded that
that it was "no easy job" to organize a large scale gambling
operation and that he required advice on this score, He
identified one source of this advice as MEYER LANSKY who he
desceribed as "Dean of Gambling". CHESLER reportedly told of
a meeting in Miami, at just about the time the Bahamian
Government was easing its gambling restrictions, at which
LANSKY reviewed a list of prospective employees for the new
Grand Bahama casino. CHESLER testified that LANSKY, in order
to help him out, agreed to bring an old croney, GEORGE SADLOW,

41-
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The article disclosed the "wild confusion"
concerning gambling in the Bahamas according to the Official
hearings underway and stated that MIKE MC LANEY denied tles
with MEYER LANSXY buf iivvi Nassau Police Chief NIGEL MORRIS
said he couid "prove" otherwise. MC LANEY was alleged to

have termed MORRIS an "incompetent police officer and an
incorrigible liar',

3. I
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out of retirement to help the casino get started. SADLOW
‘according to CHESLER was in complete control of the hiring
and firing of employees when the casino got started.

CHESLER insisted he never had a business deal
with LANSKY and stated he was introduced to him at the
+ FontainebleauHotel in Miami Beach sometime before the casino
license for Grand Bahama was granted in April, 1963.

In his testimony before the special Commlssion
of Inguiry, CHESLER stated tirat in addition to meeting with
MEYER LANSKY in Miami, others attending +i._ . "cew' g oo o
this meeting were JAKE LANSKY and FRANK RITTER. CﬁiSLh
stated that the purpose of the Miami meeting was to "seek
advice" of whete.z to get people to operate the casino. He
stated when showed the list of prospective employees, LANSKY
looked over the list _and gave ais epinion:ogztaose named,. It was
at this point that LANSKY offered to provide the servilces of
eighty-year old. GEORGE SADIQY because af his experilence.

"The New York Times” in its issue of April 22, 1967,
contained an artitle "Gambling Ties Traced in Nassau'.
The article set forth information furnished before the special
commission investigating gambling in the Bahamas by the witness
-FRANK RITTER.

In his testimony, RITTER dessrived meetings with
such persons as TRIGGER MIKE COPPOLA, CHARLIE (THE BLADE) TOURINE
ar.d MEYER and JAKE LANSKY. RITTER was also queried about the
meeting that he attended-with LANSKY and LOUIS CHESLER. He
stated the meeting lasted for about half an hour and that neither
COPPODA nd TOURINE had been present. ' : _

"The New York World Journal Tribune", (now defunct),
in its issue of April 23, 1967, contained an article "Bahamas:
You Can't Tell Good From Bad CGuys". This article is authored
by columnist JACK O'BRIEN.
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In an article by the "Miami Herdid", staff writers
CLARENCE JONES and JAMES SAVAGE it was reported on
January 30, 1967, that the real owner of the land upon which
+he Fontainebleau Hotel is built has now passed into the hand
of the "Minneapolis Combination", a group that often fronts
~or MEVER LANSKY. The article cdealt with the intricate credit
and financial dealings which occurred in the past concerning
such operations.

The article reported that ISADORE BLUMENFIELD was
the leader of the Minneapolis group and his pariners were
set forth as YIDDY and HARRY BLOOM, =nd ABE BROWNSTEIN. The
article identified MAX EDER as an individual who was able to
"muscle" into the Fontainebleau and how EDZR had arranged
for.a Fontairizbleau owner BEN NOVACK to meet on Mgy 18, 1956,
with MEVER LANSKY, JIMMY ALO, MIKE COPPOLA, JOEY RAO, and
TOMMY MILC. The meeting toolk place in the St. Moritz Hotel,
New York City, and its purpcse was to try and obtailn
additional cash to get the hctel on 1ts feet. The article
indicated that NOVACK's meeting with the mobsters may not
have been successful.

: In an article in the "Miami Herald" by staff writers
CLARENCE JONES and JOSEPH SAVAGE, cn January 29, 1967,

it was reported that one of Miami Beach's most influential

hotel owners and a silent . host is MEYER LANSKY. It was

further reported that LANSKY and his friends have a’*definite

interest in more of Miami Beach than any other individual or

~15-
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corporation although LANSKY's name does not appear on a
single deed or mortgage. Through active front men such as
ISADORE BLUMENFIELD, LANSKY has been 2ble to purchase
millions of €ollars.wérth of Be&ch property.

The article further identified LANSKY as the owner -
and operator of the Singapore Motel, Miaml Beach. This motel
was alleged to be used by some of the biggest hoodlums in the
nation. and that money allegedly taken out of Las Vegas casinos
goes to the Singapore by courier and comes out in their bank
accowrits in Switzerland and Nassau.

The article set fcrth the following real estate
holdings that the "Minneapolis Group" holds oxr has held:

Iand on which the Fontainebleau stands.
Half interest in the Eden Roc land.

The Seacoast Towers south track was traded for
the Singapore Hotel.

Formerly held an interest in the land that was
the Desert Inn and that land where the Monaco Hotel was located.

Part holder of the lease for the Hawaiian Isle Motel.
The article reported further that LANSKY's interest
in the Singapore operation can be traced by the same corporation
officers who arranged the license on the merger of the Aztec
and Del Rio Hotel at 15901 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach,

D. Miscellaneous

br¢
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An article appearing in the Metropolitan final
edition of the "Detroit Free Press" on March 15, 1967,
revealed that LANSKY was interviewed at the Howard Johnson
Motor Lodge in South Field, Michigan. The article reported
LANSKY as saying " I am doing a little wild catting-oll
interests".

The article quoteé LANSKY as saying that in the
past two months he has been in Miami, New York, Boston,
Detroit, an apparently Las Vegas.

~18%-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Beie e e

In Reply, Please Refer to New York, New York
File No.

B ~ AUG 11 {gg7

H

e -

Title Criminal Influence and Activities
. " of the Meyer Lansky Group

Character Anti-Racketeering

Reference i:s, made to report of Special

Agen’c_ dated and captioned as above at New York.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose
identities are concealed in referenced communication have '
furnished maliahle infarmatian in the pact.

19
This -document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the

FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SAC, New York @2-461) =~ . _ 9/8/67

" Director, FBI (92-2831) ~ .
CRIMINAL INFLUENCE AND
ACTIVITIES OF MEYER LANSKY
ANTI-RACKETEERING = " .

A

T pe report of SAY NG/ V6T, 2t -
_New- York. e e e

N .:’5-»;‘. 3

LT o

On page F of re report it is recommended that Miami
Division be designated as office of origin in this matter. The
Bureau has carefully considered this recommendation and it is
desired that the New York Office continue as office of origin.

P Ca N e L e e e e e e s . -
~ Although Lansky himself is a resident of Florida and &,
meets with various individuals in the Miami area to conduct his :
hoodlum finterests, his batkground and connection with La Cosa

Nostra all originate in the New York area and have extensive

connections in New York City. New York Office should take all

necessary steps to conduct an aggressive investigation of Lansky's

associates and the front men he uses as couriers, et cetera.

q—} -2 5.5 -

It is noted that re report does o Geflorth any lead’a%rSEP 11 1567
additional investigation to be conducted in this matter. This invest~ =~ ——
gation should be carefully evaluated and appropriate leads prepared

Tolson and set out for other offices. The New York (fice should closely

peesh —— 1 gnd aggressively supervise this investigation.* . -

—_ - Miami (92-102) ‘g/ L e /ﬁ\/ ‘

Casper
ch’ * ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ~

HRosen

Sullivan
Tavel ﬁ

- -~Trotter
Tele. Room

Holmes
Gandy

Callahan
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED . : B A

> Conrad
Felt
- pATE_tolia\¥3 pysSP{GSKIOmS
= axsss

Gale
TELETYPE UNIT D

MAIL ROOM




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85)
) XXXXXX
v : XXXXXX

- XXXXXX
... .. .. . . .- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_ ! Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

@ Deleted under exemption(s) bﬂ, A 76 with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

]  Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

_____ Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

_______ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[ For your information:

M The following nfmb7r is 3 be used for reference regarding these pages:

, - o - S XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

- § DELETED PAGE(S) §

£ NO DUPLICATION FEE §

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE = X

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKKXX
XXXXXX

F81/D0J



4.750 (Rev. 4-17-85) ‘ ) .
) XXXXXX

§ o) XXXXXX
= " XXXXXX

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

3 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

EXj Deleted under exemption(s) ‘1_2 7 c,. é 7A with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

—____  Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

_____ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[} For your information:

The following numla is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

22431968

~ - XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXX
X DELETED PAGE(S) g((
% NO DUPLICATION FEE &
g

XXXXXX X  FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX

FB1/D0J



e T CONFIDANTIAL,

v g b Aa kg gy LR
1
1
4
1
i

LEG;T. Ber;: -Axnc. (6) - 8 S s

Director, ¥BI

'CRIMINAL INFLUENCE AND wrxvxrxxs
OF THE MEYER LANSKY GEOUP ..

o lnclosed for appropr:lnte action are tvo copios T
o ot New York airtel ted 9/8/67 ' the contents ot 'hich are
'}!'2 . aelf-explautory; ? - :

X . sz B ST PN REIPANS

Also enclosed are two copies of !'BI Xdentiﬁcation
Record umber 791 783 .

1 - Few York (92-4611)
1 - Miami (92-102)

ATL mmwzrmw CONTAIN'R‘D o R
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPY - - L
WHERE SHO®N O“HERWISE. ol ool R P

1 -‘Foreign Liaison (route through fér review) -
{SEP 151367 ' | | |

Tolson
Del.oach
Mohr
Bishop
- Casper
Callahon
Conrad
Felt
Gale o
Rosen
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FEDERAL BU REALgON%T[ma:S lGATlON

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MIAMI

REPORTING OFFICE

MIAMI

DATE

SEP 2 8 1967

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

5/26/67 - 9/16/67

TITLE OF CASE

 MEYER LANSKY, aka

+
1
3

REPORT MADE 8Y

W
CHARACTER O o

S

e w2

YYPED BY

" ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT

REFERENCE
Miami,

«-P
ENCLOSURES

TO BUREAU (2)

£y

Report of SA —dated 6/20/67, at

USA, Miami
Los Angeles (Info)

1
1

LANSKY GROUP) . "
2 ~ Miami (92-102) |

ce DD

New York (92-4611) (MEYE

R L. «
Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and one
copy of a lLetterhead Memorandum characterizing informants -
utilized in this report.
LEADS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED — NONE ACQUIT-I case s seen: /
convic |auTto.| Fue. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS :
. PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [@YEs [_]NnoO
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MON THS [Cyes @No
—<
APPROVED lf&:’;;::”’ DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPLES MADE: ~ %2— ng /— 4/7/ REC- 59
{ )- Bureau (92-2831) (Ews=2y—

EX-103,

almlea —
| Classitied hy SRSsELOMS
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18 SEP 291967
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Agency Te i S‘Y-B\‘Y.
Lo
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wege e

jimmediately prior to coming to‘Detroit'

: ADMINISTRATIVE

‘matter. One copy is designated for New York as“they,‘x

col BENTIAD

Attempt to determine subject's location

..

Will follow and report subJect's activitles

'-jthrough sources, informants and observat1on.;;¢3;..w ,;v5'~~'

The overlap of the 1nvestigat10n period of
this report with that of the last report is to report
information that was unavailable at the 1ast report

draftimg. - . o L0 EoaTo

Jf’ o Information copy is designated for Los Angeles
as they are currently conducting investigation in this

are origin in the MEYER LANSKY group. o
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FD:204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

0.0 e
x1TLo STATES DEPARTMENT CMW.US .1CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - U, S. Attorney, Miami, Florida

oo N Ofice. Miami, Florida
Date: SEP 28 1967 ’

Field Office File #: 92—102 s ;-—-- . Bureou File #: 092-2831
Title: - MEYER LANSKY, &

Character ANTI-RACKETEERING

Synopsis:

Y
d

Subject continues to
Hallandale, F i

bi
b7C
41D

servation

ALL IKFORMATIOR CONTAINTD
HEREIN IS UNCLAS3IFITD ZNIEPT

VHEERE SHOWX CIHZEDUICE,

DETAILS

Subject continues to reside at 612 Hibiscss
Drive, Hallandale, Florida.

ba

b7¢
b70

Ciassified bySPISSKIOMS
Daclassify ea: QARN33SASS
CU:MTEFB e T

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI1. It is the property of the FBI and i{s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNI}I"E}D STATES DEPARTMENT OF) JUS)TICE
_FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - -
Miami, Florida
SEP 2 8 1967

- .~ Cbaracter ANTI-RACKETEERING

Reference Reference is made to
e of Special Agent .b7Q
‘ dated and captioned as above, i

A1l sources (except an,y 1listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past. '

=

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property

of the FBI and i8 loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION

i . GI?N?;?I;DGQ;X:I':C ERNMENT . ‘j

- Memorandum -
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2831) DATE: 10/11/67

; mog ] | SAC, MIAMI (92-102) (P)

- SUBJECT: _MEYER LANSKY, aka
AK

(00: Miami)

Re report of 4 QM. caced 9/28/67, ac 7C
Miami. - '

Detroit advised on 9/22/67, that LANSKY left Clare,

Michigan, 9/21/67, driving his 1967 white Chevrolet Impala,
Florida license 10W-90349,

Investigafion at Miami shows that LANSKY has not
returned. Active investigation in other offices is being

conducted to locate LANSKY. The Bureau will be kept advised.

' REG%E

, 2:283)- 974
EX-113 12 0CT 13 1967 |

7] ) ’ b1 ¢
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED . s .
DATE_¢0/121%3 pysPIGSKLOmMS ,
238,385 ,

‘ Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

- Bureau
- Miami .
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Re Miami letter to Bureau, 10/11/67.
LANSKY returned to Miami area October 12, 1967.

Investigation Miami reveals LANSKY left the
Miami area the weekend of October 21-22, 1967, destination
unknown,

Active investigation is currently being conducted
in other offices to locate LANSKY and cover his activities.
The Bureau will be kept advised.

- Bureau

i — Miami b7c

o
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. Enclosed with each copy of this letter, is one
autostat of en article from the "NY Times", 11/19/67,edi-
tion, captioned "Ad Agency Terget of Two US Inquiries".

The article concerns an FGJ, SDNY investigation of the Cole

Fischer Rogow Advertising Agency. There have been no new
developments in the case which is being followed by the NYO.
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.By CHA!IELS GRUTZNER

Twis scpogl ¢ related
Federal inves .7 re being
made of Cole * Rogow,

an advertising agen¥; that han-
dled $9,975,000 in biilings last
year for an-estimated gross in-
come of $1,361,250. :
The agency, with offices here
and in Beverly Hills, Calif., has
as clients the Sands and Fre-
mont hotels in Las Vegas, the
Copacabana nightclub, a Brook-
Iyn -distributor of becr, West
ast automobile distributors,
the Suffolk Downs race track
and about 30 other businesses

- Hlin several cities.

A Federal grand jury here is
questioning witnesses to decide
whether there has been obstruc-

‘fition of justice in the alleged
destruction of some of the
agency's records that were
subpoenaed by the government.

The grand jury inquiry is an
outgrowth of an investigation by
the Internal Revenue Service,
started in 1964 and still under
way, of Cole Fischer Rogow’s
income tax returns for the years
1855 through 1963.

Court records show that the
advertising agency obtained a
court order in November, 1964,
restraining the Franklin Na-
tional Bank from making the
agency’s banking records avail-
able to L.R.S. agents. The Federal
Court of Appeals, acting on an
appeal taken by Laurence

V' 1iVogel, chief of the civil divi-

sion in the United States Attor-
ney's office here, ordered the
bankito make the records avail-
able_‘ito the revenue agents,
whic% was done.

The governmnt had mean-
while’ served on  Arthur
Fischer, president, a subpoena
calling for all corporate books
and records for the period cov-
ered in the tax inquiry. The

Stacher, with faterestsein sev-
cral Las Vegas clubs. Mr. Benton
testified at the trial that Col
had told him: “Dol Stacher i
the No. 2 man in the syndicate
and I am bhis boy." The Cali-
fornia Federal judge, Harry C.
Westover, imposed a §1,000
fine and no prison term.

United States Attorney Rob-
ert M. Morgenthau and Mr.
Vogel declined to comment on
the current investigations, Mr.
Fischer referred 'a questioner
to Seymour Goldfeld of Gold-
feld Charak and Goldman, the
advertising agency’s attorneys.
Mr. Goldfield said he had no
comment. o
. The Cole Fischer Rogow bill-
ings and estimated gross in-
come are listed in Advertising
Age, . the weekly trade maga-
zine, on the basis of informa-
tion that is usuvally supplied by
the agencies. The agency lost the
Diners Club account,. which is
reported in advertising circles
as $l-million a year, in Septem-
ber. The Diners Club transfer-
red its account to N. W. Ayer
& Son, Inc. o

Alfred S. Bloomingdale, pres-
ident of the Diners Club, said
last week that there was no
connection between the Federal
investigations and the club's de-
cision to transfer its account.
Describing Cole Fischer Rogow
as “a fine agency,” Mr. Bloom-
ingdale said: “We dropped
them because I personally
never cottoned to them, It was
a personal thing with me.”

Mr. Bloomingdale said that
the agency had been engaged
by Ralph. E. Schneider, the
founder of the Diners Club in
1950, to have the club's credit
cards accepted by the business
establishments on the West
Coast and in Las Vegas.

“We needed them to get in,”

he explained. ‘
ab''r. Schneider died in 1964.
“3immons, who had been
P/ bd with Mr. Schncider
in ti. .iclub from the beginning

executive vice president and
marketing dircctor, said yester-

agency for 17 years because
they were doing a good job
for us, not because they got
us into Vegas.” - .

Diners Club Consultant .
Mr. Simmons said the trans-
fer of the account, after
His resignation, was something
that happens often in business
when new executives come in:
Mr. Simmons, who heads his
own agency now, serves as pub-
lic relations consultant to the
Diners Club.

handled the advertising cam-
paign a year ago for the Inde-
pendent Citizens Committee
Against Civilian Review Boards,
has a libel suit for $9-million
pending in State Supreme Court
against 30 advertising agencies
and 22 individuals because the
defendant companies had pub-
licly charged that the adver-
tising campaign 2gainst a civil-
ian review board for the New
York Police Department was
“deceptive” and “inflamma-
tory." . o

The Rogow in the advertising
agency’s name was Lee Rogow,
who was killed when an Air
Force bomber in which he was
.a civilian passenjer crashed
lin Hempstead in 1953. In addi-

agency, he was a motion pic-
ture reviewer for Saturday Re-
view, a free-lance writer and
drama reviewer for The Holly-

and who resizgned last July as}

day: . - ’ g.
“We kept Cole Fischer
Rogow as our advertising

Cole Fischer Rogbw, which;

tion to being a partner in the|-

wood Reporter.

court records show that upon
Mr. Fischer's refusal to surrend-
ér these records, Mr. Vogel
moved in Federal Court to have
him held in contempt. Judge
Harold R. Tyler Jr. ordered Mr.
Fischer on May 26, 1955, to let
the government have the books
-}land records.

11 . The current grand jury in-
vestigation was ordered when,

efforts to obtain the records,

had been destroved. If a grand
jury finds substance in such a
case, it can indict for obstruc-
tion of justice. The maximum
penalty upon conviction is five
years® imprisonment and a $10,-
000 fine.

Marvin R. Cole, board chair-
man and secretary-treasurer of
Cole Fischer Rogow, was con-
victed in California on a Fed-
eral charge of obstructing jus-
tice. A jury found he had
threatened Joel R. Benton, an-
other advertising man, who was

after long drawn-out and futile]

Federal agants allegedly were] -
told that some of the.records}

PUFEN

a witness in a grand jury in
2 vestioation of Iasenh  Dac)

Ny Tme:
LRTC clr/ﬁ
11119 67
fp 74
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A"; valuable stretches of beach front property and over: ten

N

35 :»5 2
“on 1/29 and 1/30/67, >
published a documented series of articles which reported
that MEYER LANSKY and his group owned or controlled.:

"specifically named hotels such as the Fontainebleau, Aztec,
and Singapore, et al, in Miami Beach. .Copies of the two.
news artlcles are attached for ready revlew by the Bureau,ﬁ

"The Bureau 1s requested to consider the advisabillty
of contacting the Anti-Trust Division of the Department
to ascertain if they will consider instituting an
Anti-Trust investigation of the Lansky Group, based on s
the above mentioned news articles and supportive information
on the lansky Group on file inthe Bureau, the Department -
and the USA's office in Miami

eau (encs.,z)E&".'s
- Miami (92-19#7) ,Qu
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rarienso 2 Information copies: s airtel are's
Miami for review. The news articlésmentioned above can
‘found in Miami file 92-£02, captioned "oriminal Influence .. =

in Hotels-Motels." =~ .. .= LT Lt
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land and everything ou it for

. , L
By: cn ARENCE JOXrS

Ald JAMES SAVAGE

¢ merald Statt Writers

. “The mob dossn't run this
town,” Miami Beach Mayor
Elliott Roosevelt says, lean-
inv“li)ack and’ staring ur’Col-

- - “ - :

}+lins ﬁverue “Tke mob ov;n.
. it.i.

: He is far more accurate
than he realizes.

The glamor, tho glitter,

|| the, thriving strip %of plush _

hotels and motcls sithonetted ~
by’;L warm sun ag aimt )
cloddless winter ﬂq- ars pe-
eoming organized crime’s .
nwost elegant Investinent op-
portunit)

M,-lhons of Qollars made |
_fmn' murdar, dope and s;a'ndz-

- e e st ma——— e

cate, gambling Bave foeen

‘.-!‘undieled into  oceaniront
property here. First Spot. -

lighted by the Kefayver Com-
mittee }5 years sgo, the in-
vestments have mushroomed

The racketeers are most
solidly rooted as ownors of

- priceless beachiront land on

which some of the most fa-
mouf hotels erd motelst are
Xocated In other cases, “hey
hol&i! 89-year leases, wihich
‘give them possession of  the

BECE ’\'ED W I"'H hot

| ".f:::Af | f
1° ROUTING SUIP DAT nnBi\.&k:_.,

——— o A m aea s Bemiem .-

e mame - e s =

moneyto bulld the IDte)s
and motels,
gages ‘en the land or the
lease, which they can fore-
closs to take possession 1f .

, the pay mevts fall belund.
1

ﬁ ‘“The trouhle Is, they dont \
the. jeases -

record some of
aund mortgagss,” one veteran
abstractor told The Herald.
*Then the land is sold, and
. the lawyer comes back rais-
ing t;,eu because I dian’ tif ind
t-l‘ K -4

u

.A
)

Inéxre.tly, & anea wlis. -

mobzler gets a cut every
time a tourist rents a $100-
a-day suite at the Fontame
b]eau. L .
* * % *
MONEY spent by tourists !

Aztec, the Sahara or the
t Singapore filters back to the :

nation's organized - cnme;

syndicates,
When 2 retlred couple
rents an apartment at Execu- -

‘tive House or a youn,zsterv

fishes' off the Sunn) fsles

- e —

: Pxer,ytbcy enhan:e the iny exto
ment of money efrned
through Hlezal gambling.

Thoueands of tourists bask-
ind in the sun, enjoying?the
‘night. lights and - the Jig-

~ hame cntertaxncrs. sre

gugsts of 'a- _silent, seuret’

ﬁ .

In o?hers, they lent “the

taking faort- -

':

at. the Hawajian Isle, the '

Ous of) the town's mmt
“Influential pwuers, one of the
silent hosty, Is Meyer Laasky
* of Hallandnls — probibition,
mobster, gangland excoulion~
er,’ Car!bbean caslno }\in

! boss of mo nauons Eas‘em
} Syndicah-. .
] . . s N
Federahagcncies who have

investigated his financial life

-

L ALL INFORMAT;O'\

CONTAINED

" HEREIN IS UNCLAJSIFIED

DATE_ ¢

. estimats Lansky is personal.

. 1y worth $300 million. If his
past were not so bloody and
. well known, he would be a
i plllar of the Miami Beach
sacial and fnancxal commu-
nity. )

He and his
mends have a financial mte%

raf’keteer

iy (tvsplw\ oS

5,289 -

{Indicate page, rame of | ‘
newspaper, city and state.} -

_Ihe HLI’I HoRA

Jsani, Florida ‘

eing followed

1/29/67

..... L eyt Dme-
est-in more of Miamj Beﬂ:h :.ditxon' -
than any other individual or Author:
corporatjon, although Lap- .
" sky’s name does not appear Editor: _
jon a smgle deed or nort~ Title: . .
gage. : CRI:»II}?*'&L InNr .-;HCE I
Lansky's. most active. TIOTELS <1078 : .
! front-man is- probably. Isl- .
dora. Blumenfield, alias Kid - - fharcc‘or L
Cann. Blumenfield, with a- 2 - 702]
group of Telatives called the - -
“meneapohs Combination® Clusaﬂicct!on H Y. .
~has. purchased millions "of - | Submitttag Office: 1132M1
dollars worth of beach ' :
&gy pmp- . D Being Investigated
. The combination includes: :
BLUMENFIELD — Long- R -
tma boss of synrdicate gam. Lo e =
hling in MMinpeapolis, conviet- * 'SM’ oD X
ed whits slaver, bootlegger ‘g‘ﬂ'w\ ™ m«:-~_
and »ax,c.zeat, accused put R
; mever convicled of three mure . .o oo W0 T3 0 T
4 diers, kidraping und a miltho- .o % U s 1 e Vi By
dollar bus line swindle. . ;a-‘ * bt Pt NeW VOSK |
Code ' ‘ ¥ SV
WAL ey



K YH)DY BLOOXM —~— Broth- -
‘: er of.“hLid Cann,._h_ﬂ has o'
Iongu-ﬂ:bcqnd of arrests an.d
~ convictions for -bootlegzing - -
- . ¢ end federal liquor law. Viola -
; tions between 1529 and 1643,
- HARRY BLOOY — Anoth- ..
er brother of *Kid Camn”
with a clean police recerd.

e ame Y Ewa e MR
PR R

A
pagine
——

qpaa . Manager and partner in Blu-

menfield’s Minneapolis bars
and package stores.

. ABE BROWNSTEIN
Prohibition bootlegger - who
served two terms in Leaven-

-worth, but has stayed out of
trouble since the middle

i 1930s. His son married the.
! daughter of Edward Ber-

man, fifth member of the

tober 1965.

; . Deutenant and  business
partner over ithe years.

& wealthy Oklahom.. oilman.

Tk ey ko T
:  ALL FIVZ were eonv!cted
. of yiolating Minnasota's law
torbidding ownership of
| more than one lquor estab-
{ lshment The state proved
'+ the - combination was in-

wolved in five package stores
4 and three bdars, Including
+ eome of the most prosperous
in Minneapolis.

They appealed the convic-
tions and in August 1952,.a
federal appeals eourt ’.hrew
- out the law, ’

Lansky and his. trother
Jake hold a regular morning

board of directors meeting in )
* front property.. Because M-
-ami {s an “open town” for

the coffee shop of the Singa-

pore Hotel Blumenfield and
X Bloom - often meet .
iddy : pal partners in national orga-
nized crime, money from- all -
‘ over the country comes here
" to-be invested in. legitimate'

wlththem. ) e

Theymmeetﬂ:mtree-
~ 1y and openly becamss Lan-

sky osns and operates; the

Singajiors through various ©

i front-neat and duuxay cprpo-
. rxatious, Including m A~ |
. meapdlis group. Somas of the

. blgges thoodlumshthqwi
2 - FEEPE

~

.

s 90 o e 4
4 .

group. who died iIn Mount |
Sinaf . Hospital hene in Oc- ‘

Berman was & Bl.xmentield ’
He .

gerved five years in federal ‘ i
;" prison for the kidnaping of :

-

. ‘here by

1

o

tion dr rop in -eg-luarly to con-
fer and get thexr orders. :

Money sk.mmed out ot
Las Vegas casinos comes.to
the Singapore by _courier,
then’ goes on to numbered
bank accounts in Switzer-
land and Nassau.

Although the Singapoie is.

Lansizy’s base of operations

: on the beach, it §s ona of his
later and less valuable ‘busi-

ness ventures.

Lansky does not have eny

sort of monopoly on ocean-

the Mafia and its less frater-

businesses.
***

IF YOU look long enough."'

and &z decp encugh, into

* records at the Dade County

Courthouse, you will find
gambling money and vice

- profits from Cleveland, L.as

Vegas, Minneapolls, New

‘_ York. Chicago, Detroit a‘nd

Bahama;s.
ey came. ﬁ'mn outaof ‘own,

After the S&G Ganbling

icate was broken up .
Kefauver Com-
mit.tee in 1951, some ot the

- Not all of the racket mone -
m '-_ K B ',‘u, .' et

e R S,

-

) local mmey that \136 fi-
nanced open casinos and or-
ganized bookmaking opera-
‘tmns went “legmmate "

Day hy day, ] pleua by

“plece, the racketeers are ex-

panding . thelr {investments

" and their eventual econcmlc

and political control of the
communlt)

) Some of the best leval and
" financal brains in the nation
have -helped them design a .-
corporations, .-
“EKay has been involved with =
most of the mwobsters, front- -

labyrinth’ of
deeds, mortgages, leases and
sub-leases. The merTy-go-

rounds hide their interests ,
and confuse the' Intemal Rev»

enue Service. --#
- The intricate maneuvering
is elso a way to milk cash

‘out of the hotels or set up -

fraudulent bankruptcies,

.~ A careful study of hotel
transactions over the years .

".reveals some interesting pat-

~terns and some chillmg xmpho
cations. . -

- Certaln names ' keap reo

’ appeannv ir the records

v* O
’ NAS!ES LIKE Sam Kay,
. Miami Beoach's mystery fi-

‘ nancial wizard, S, onig'\"

chuckled” severa. years ago -
when he lost more than a
million dollars in Mexico in a

- black - market Cuban pcso

scheme. -

Kay(san old man now,’
whiskers on .
his chin and scrambled. egg

with two days’

on his coat. He paces stiffly -
In his office at 1574 Meridi-

" an.Ave. and continually ribs )
_hig forehead with trembfmv
. fingers. I

A well-rounded -secreiary
about 20, in tight sweater, '
mini skirt and knee-high
patent leather beots moves
in and out of the office, plac-
ing telephorne calls for Kay.

At ono time or umther.

ing for thein, guidingy them -

through the corporate and - .
<7 financisl maze. “They are ng
‘good. * Thelr werd - is no )

good." he says lmw. i

I ¢ eould tell you lots of
. stories,” Kay says with -& -

smile. “But my life insu.ance

‘h niot paid up.”

Kaydosnotwanttotalk

'about Meyer Lansky, -

" though he says Lansky is

- “making lots of money. He's -
" gotten involved in the Ba-

hamas gambling now. Ke's 8 -
big man on the Beach, but it
‘Avouidn’t “do :enybody . ey
good to go into that” = - %

Kay knows the valus of

. keeping silent. ‘It was.in his

office in 1965 the ¥BI -

‘durged that Chlcago Mafla




© Yiddy
Bloom .

Isidore :

Bl enﬂ’ld

-

- tngg’man Felix (Mquu- :

-kee [Phil) Alderisio threut-
.. ened"to kill a Denver banker
;. and his family in & dispute .
. over a 5300000 Cuban- peso |
. deal. .
i * kK L
ALDEBISID was ~ acquit-
ted here, although he and
Rudy Kolod, mansger of the

.. - Desert Inn .casino in Les
- Vegas, were later convicted -

of a similar extortion threat |

-"'L' o "’"r‘"

through corporations, can be !

:traced by the same.’ corpora-: ;

tion officers to land and |

'leases on the merged Aztec,
" Del Ray Neptune Motels at
15901 Collins Ave. . -

. The Minneapolis group has
tréc‘;uently exchanged lang,
mortgages and leases with a.
Cleveland group:

THOMAS J. \IcGINTY

‘on Colorado attamey Robert | Now a social climber In

~ Sunshine. -
Because the FBI ha.d
b_ugged Kolod's telephone
* during its investigation of
Las Vegas skimming, the
eonvlction s bemg chal-
lenged, = .
If Lansky has managed to
- keep his name out of public
records in- Dade County,
; some of his associates have
ey “been less cautious.
4 " The Blumentie!d-Bloom- |
Berman-Brownstein combina- |
tion--has openly owned the !

land on which the Fontaine-
bleau stands since before it
was built, .

'ﬂ:oy owned hzl!-lnterest i
" In the Edea Roc 12and before ..
"the hotel was ‘built. They
" traded the Seacoast 'I'o“ers
: - South tract for.the Singa-
P"& ’

'rhey tomnlly held an n-

l
;- now ths Desert Inn, 17201
: Collins Ave,,; and The Mona-
.o Motel, 17501 Collins Ave.
The combination now .
* owns the lsase on the Hawai-
fan Isle Motel at 17601 Col-
wve, and & mortgage on

‘e suhease They at one time.
- held ‘the lease on the (Carib.

htuo!dxtanﬂtoakamrt
.. gage on the lease. : S
Harry Bloom and his two

. sons own 89% per cent ot

terest in the land that is .

Mot]l st 18975 Collins “Ave., H ts was bnilt.- v

i e PN SRy S

Palm Beéach who admitted to-
the - Kefauver Cormmittee’
-that he was a Prohibition”
bootlegger then a partner in
easinos in Cleveland™ with .
Cleveland gangsters Sam.
Tucker, Morris Xileinman,

Moe. Dahtz and Lou Roth-

‘kopl. - -
SAMUEL T. HAAS

,-Clg&eland criminal attom'ey,
+ nov, dead, who hid from, the
_Ke'auver committee !n " his

clu’tsxd- mamxon in Jarlnala.

) 'restlmonv before ‘the com-

mittee showed he had front-
: od for the Cleveland mob. -
EERMAN EKOHEN —
Former Cleveland city coun-
cfiman, now dead, who re-

' tired to Miami Beach, han-

dled real estate transactzons
for the Cleveland mob. . )
AL N. JATPE ~— Farmer

. . Cleveland city employe, pow- :

er company lobbyist, who,

mittee testimony also was an
attorney who heiped. hlde
Cleveland gambling . money
mlegitimatebusmesses. L
McGinty, Jappe and Hm
at‘lone time had an {nterest.
the Fontainebleau - and
Ed=n ‘Roc land, the Szacoast

" Tqiwers South tract, énd the

land on ‘which Executive .

_the Chateau Motel land at .

19115 Conuu Ave,

P

LANSKY'S interest lnjthe ~ They weat through a .
Sin. fapore ‘oparation, hi¢den °

accordng to Kefauver Comr

.House land to a corporation

run by Ben Cohen, longtime

8§ & G Gambling Syndicate
attorney here and brothor of

ners

- Cohen is now ln federal
pnson for evading income .

.taxes . on ‘Teamster loan

finder’s fees. In a final deal -
last Dec. 30, Coken and his .
_wife acquired complete  con-
‘tro]l of Executive Houses, .
which was built with a $2 mil-~ .
. lion Teamster Pensxon Fund

- loan.

House's more illustrious resi-

dents Include Kid Cann; Yid- -
dy Bloom; Isidore -Sherman,

one of their corporate part-

" pers, and Ben B. Sigelbaum,
a business - buddy of Bobby
. Baker’s whose name some-
. times appears when racket- .
- financed hotels go through‘.

their corporate paces.
* %

J‘U'LES LEVITT. last~mr—"
vivmgmemberoftheS&G.

partnership, was one of three
men who took a $1 milllon

‘ mortgage on the Sunny Isles
" Club and Fishing Pier Oct. I. ;
1965. - -*

The Sunny Isles Clnb ;t
16701 Collins Ave. was the’
Suhny Isles Casino before
‘Kefauver ended casino gam-
bling here. Levitt’s share of -
- the milhon-dollar mortgage -
was $111,111.11. Other hold-
ers; are M. Miller §555- -

553.56; and Joseph C. Steh-

bn,$333.33333.

They told the elub and
pler ta t.he 16701 Collns

“eers g the’ mott.,"w.ze
wore Berman Kaskel ?ud
ﬁmﬂ’.

my corporation in 1950 to -
i transfey the Execﬂtivo~ .

“one of the-five § & G part- ’

Some . 10! the Executive‘:

.

Cotpon&ondn- .

............

.




The

’ mi:,»—-—-a;e‘hfmt property. -
_ The Kefauver Committee

*, " hearings here showed that -

..+ . northern racketeers had be-

; *  gun investing in hotels here

. .f‘ ~in the late 1930s, ‘before to-
—— ~.day’s - oceanfront’ showcases

Much of the ‘land that -
-Haas, McGinty, Jappe and
. Kohen owned in the 1930y
" eventually was acquired by
the Blumenfield-Bloom-Ber-

ma n-Brownstein
t.‘non.,

U AR _
'A STEADILY evolving

trend has been closer Miami ©
-Beach ties to Las Vegas -
where ga.mblim of course, is
Iegal. The link is not limited
- to the mobster element. but
also extends to some of the
.most prominent names in
" the Miami Beach hotel busi-
ness,
.  Morris Lansburgh, Sam
Cohen 'and Daniel Lifter,
majority stockholders in sev-
en Miami Beach hotels, have
_operated the Flamingo Hotel
and casino - in Las Vegas
_since 1960.

Last week - they an-
- nounced they will .sell the
Flamingo to a growg of Jap-
: mese mvestots.

w ‘l'lpree da)s hter, Herbert
. Lodge, president of the ‘Gold-
‘ugpet oo Miarmal Peach,
.snnounced he was Yuying
hto 'Las Vegas’ Tlmndu jrbird,

Ben Jaffe, early partner in

i e o

e o Bt e e e e S Ot e
.

Herald ,r__tearcbed!
_were even in the planning - ]

:tags. 1

eombma' :

s 7 P J %
.Minnesotans Own Lease on Hawaiian Isle.

«s«also kold morzgage on molel’s sub leass

~-the Fontameb‘eau owned-an

interest in the Flamingo, the
Desert Inn and the Tropi-
cana in Las Vegas before he
was hit by an income tax,
evasion charge in 1960.

One of the secrets beﬁihd

the intense effort to acquire
oceanfront hotels here may
lie in -an unsuccessfu! at-
tempt to purchase the Eden

Roc Hotel several years sgo.
before the Lansburgh group
a.med wntml.

A loml mmionalro was -
rea.d) *abuy the hotel. -

“When he an-!ved for the
closml, however, an addition.

" al cladse Lad been added in -
‘ the fine print. The owners .
- would sell only if they were

-guarantoed I 2a per’ eent

interest in any future gam-
bling operations, should casi-
no gamblmg become legal in
Flonda ]

" The millionaire refused to
sign and the deal fell
through.

But racketeers are gam-
blers at heart. The heat of
publicity and federal investi-
gations has been increasing
in'Nevada. They may be hop- "
ing for the day when Miami

-.Beach will be another Las
Vegas.

. If that day comes, thexr

.Investments today the
"Gold Coast will be studded
w:th diamonds.

SELT ok ke k

NEXT: The story ot the

Fonta.mebleau.
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GDLDFN NUvGET
Ovmed end operated by

Lend owned by Minzeapelis
mobster's brotier,

SAHARA -
Mortgage held by Cleveland
mobster Sam Tucker

HAWAIAN ISLE
Lease and mortgage held
_by Minneapolis group.

SUNNY ISLES
-CLUB & PIER

Mortgoge held by
$ & G gambler,

EC
Lond and leases owned
by Lansky essocistes.

) SINGAPORE

Lansky headquarters. Lend
“owned by Mianecpolis group,
leased by Lansky essociates.

LW & o o e 42
e Ko beid

‘SEACOAST TOWERS $0.-
Mortgage held by Lensky
asseciate, land formerly owned
by anecpoﬂs mobsters,

e o

T, pqece

EXECUTIVE HOU:E
Owned by former S & G
. gamblers' attorney

FONTAINEBLEAU
\,n swaed by M‘meapoﬁt
: wb o & rd::'ve._‘




A By CL.-\RENC_E JONES '.

A

that merged the Aztec, Del

. June .
i and -an sbstractor’s night-

{ nections. . |
; Everything ended up in
! the pame of 15301 Collins
. Ave.. Corp. (the address of.

.+ for’ this ~ eorporation . were
© : Mike Wassel, Bernie Ben:u-
: aonand IrvingJ I.m‘itt. ’

: Bercnson and Imritt are

' slso officers of the corpora-
* tion which holds the lease on
* the Singapore Hotel. This Is
! Lansky’s beach headquar-
" ‘ters, where he often meets
* with the owners of the Singi-
. pore’s land ~ racketeers Isi-
: dore Blumenﬂeld eud Yldd)
- Bloom.

vay officer "who has

_ with him. Watch dosely now,
] keepihg these names in mind.

" AMGTTES SAVAGE .
: Benald Staff Wreiters . .
~ “Meyer Lansky's money, it
. mot his pame, is hidden in
- the 100 pages of fine print -

. Ray and Neptune motels last > 2

{ The trinshctwns are “a ‘ i
. desson in corporate Juggling

. mare, They turn up some
. interesting names and cm-. .

the Aztec) Officers signing -

. The manager of the Sinua-
pore is Wassel, a retxred'

" worked as ar aide to Lansky.
* snd admits his friendship

. 'nm Irving E. Mmey Co. -
and *bther corporations with

Meyer Lansky
g - Some jugglicg

I HIS
assigned; them to 15“01 Cbl—
lins Ave.,*Corp. -

" Then Wassel and Bercu-
son, who owned the Del Ray’
Jease, assigned it to 15901
Collins Ave, Corp. Wassel,
Bercuson and. Lovxtt also
assigned their option to pur-
! ih:s.se the land to 15901 Col-

H

'After 15901 Collins Ave.v

’l'he Mlnnenpo!is rea! e

. tate combination Wiich—in-

cludcs—=Dlumenfield, | Harry
and Yiddy Bloom, and Abe
Brownstein acquired the Sin-

gapors in QOctober 1962 by |-

trading the land for Sea-
coast Towers South to a

‘group that included Singer,

Irving Sommer, Arthur Os-

" man and Irving Miller.

Miller then' mertgaged his

interest in Seacoast Towers N
"South to Bercuson — to|

- whom he deeded the Aztec

' land and the Neptune lease |

~. four years later.

Singer, Sommer and Os-

 man at one time owned the

Josepb Levine Inc. “thian

had the 1snd and leuse on .

the Aztec, an option to pur-
chase the Del Ray land and
. the lease on the Del Ray and
the Neptune, the corpomtion
then signed the tonowlng
.mortgages: - - B

* To Chase Federa! Savmvs
&nd ipan Assn, §1 mﬂlmn‘

nl

,~ 1 "Joseph Levine Inc.,'
mortgages on va"ious,

‘Chateau, before it passed |

through Singer to ‘Harry
Bloom. -

The. Mx'meapohs group | .

held the lease on the Carib
Motel at 18975 Collins Ave.
wuntil - 1955, " when they sold
the lease and took a 5233 814

- mort.,age -

‘.l‘he present manaver cf

i »the Carib, 'Irving Venook,
" formerly held -the lease on
the Safari, but sold it to ¥Yid-
dy Bloom. Vendok now holds

a mort:age trom Blaom.

i Mtlle} and Joseph E. levine
: :ngmc;n deede% tg:aélAﬁztee leaées totalling 5653000
and assigne ep-
tune leass’ tog;"seph Levine gfuifgnﬁe’i ﬁnsﬁ
i o i 0 National Bank o secure 'y
-~ $200,000 ioan. .
- . 'Now, tracing the names tn
-other goceanfront p mz;ertx&-.
yor find' that” Harry Blo
: o L aequh“d 831 per eenr, inter-
S —at h the  Chateau Sotel
L, ~ 7 'land from Harry vaerin
L Treee e Fehmary,lsss 5

The Sa fari lease acqulx’ed‘ X

_by Yidcy Bloom. Isidore

Sherman’and-Leo Frank
‘June, 1965, wasg later merged

with’ the Hawalian Isle, on .

-wh Yiddy Bloom holds the

.

.The’ Minneapo]is group' i

also holds a $344,357.11 mort.

gage on a Hawaiian Isle sub-- -
‘Jease, which they sold -fn.’
1963 to Frank and Jagkv

Twedd.le.
Yiddy Bloom later ;s.

' signed a third of his interest

in the SaZri lease to Mellin -

W. Black. Ard untl Fen. [,

1965, ‘Binck was president] ot;

‘a’corpoyation that held the’
lease on the Seascope Motel
8t 17275 Collins Ave. e




- It” that's not enough to”

 caafus e oy, thf teiepione -

. number for Mike Wassel's
-~ wife is the same as the Mona-

" ep "Mote! at 17501 Collins |

© = Ave. Untll this year, the Mo-
. naco tax bill was sent to Ed-

"’ " ward Berman, former part-

“nper in the Minneapelis group
. who died in October. 1965

ther !nteresting ﬂr{ng
R bt I f'

eords has been fil1d in

.. the past of the Golden Jug- .

- get DMotel ut 1805a Collm

: Ava. L . T

'-of

“fn- 1953 Irvxng Sommer
and Harry Singer were offi-
_-cers of the corporation that

held the lease. They then

subl eased to Philadelphia
~gamblers David Glass and
Benny Street, who agreed to
"build the motel -
- Street ¢died. Glass in 1956
borrowed $40,000 from Har-
lan Street, Bennys son
-and executor of his estate.
He gave x chattel mortgage
on the motel’s Iumishings,
but that wasn't enourh.

Street- wanted co-makers’

:On the Joan. Herbert Lodge, -

president of the corporation
that presently operates- the
Golden Nuggzet, became a co-
maker for gambler Glass.

IO SRR T

its invesngauon"——"" .

~—-

gaming commxssion gets into '

‘Another lnteresﬁnv Tk to L B

" the past Iy Cleveland hood- .

Tomy Sam Tucker’s tles to the
Sahare Motel at 18305 Col~ )

l!nsAve. e

hara land. For a short period
i of time, it was leased to Ben

In 1959, Mlami Beach .

- Councilman Robert L. Tur- T
chin, Calvin Kovens and Al- -~ == oo
i vin Kroll, related to Turchin '~

by marriage, owned the Sa--

"} Gaines, now operator of ‘the ---

! Coral Gables Holiday Inn;

Joseph M. Linsey; and ’I‘uck-; o
.. er, the mobster.. S

The three. sold their inter-’ o

“est in the lesse for $596,-

- 014.98 in 1959 and took mOst.

gages' on the sale  price.

gage to Tucker. Tucker last

munth assigned proceads on’

th' T5 per cent he nyw owns

tof & Tucker family founda. -

tion., Turchin, Krolltand Ko-
vens no longer own
tel land. ' .

Lodge two weeks ago ap-

pﬁed.1 to the Nevada Gaming
; mohission, asking permiis- -
L liOn 4nwmomemumer.
}iolel and Casino. “The
Slass-Street loan mitht

' be embarrassing when the

by,

Gaines later assigned his 50
cent interest in the mort-

the mo-

.y
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‘(Mount Clipping in Space Below) |

The land originally ) . .
hought. in the cariy~35i%:s~%v R A .- o,
Semuel "I H3as. a Cleveland ) . .
criminal attorncy. Haas once - .
] hid froni the Kefauver Com-

F@mb Lm@ B@a 1 { mittee in his chffside man-

Wwas

A Lo.{,xauate I‘roni

Y
i
f
4
1
:

-sion in Jamaica.
" Still. the comniittce learn-

- ed about his business rela-
tionships with big-time zamb-

AL INFORMATRON CONTAINED
" HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED

Vim e o e e

S

Mob Mon @}79

" From the plush carpeung to the $15, 000 chandeliers,
through its massive size and prime location, the Fontaine-
“bleau Hotel has built a reputation Ior glamor few hotels
in the world can match.

And few hotels on Miami Beach tell the story of racl— -
eteer inorey, inﬁltratton and control as weil as the Fon-
tainebleau.

The land on which the ho-
tel stands has been owned by
gamblers and hoodlums for
more than 20 years.

An abstract on the Fon-

" oeoconceiced hotel :
. : . Eder, who once served two

years in Leavenworth on a

sion off the lobhy, where he
chats with guests and ar-
ranges high-stake games
.. that draw players from all
. over the nation.
LR
TUE REAL ownership of
the hotel land has now fassed
) into the hands of the *Min-
neaga is “combimatitn,”. &
Tprotip “Yhat often ‘fronds for
. Meyer Lansky, boss of the
nation’s eastern syndicate.

Ma\ Edn-r

REQEW%MMHKI&U'D“ AT S
'ROUTING SLIP DATED: i‘i_ﬂélf_. e
R N ,,.:.::--:[:J,:'g

PR Y T .-

Beach Prize |

1 lers like Moe Dalitz, Morris
; .Kleinman, Lou Rothkopf and

Sam Tucker.

interest in five occanfront
lats, he was actually fronting
for three other Clevelanders:

EDWARD P, STRONG

3 millionaire race track owner,

cilman who handled a num-
ber of Miami Beach invest-
ments for syndicate. gam-
; blers, Now dead. »
{  THOMAS J. McGINTY —
. semi-retired racketeer who

convicted bootlegger McGin-
ty admitted to the Kefauver
Committee that after Prohibi-
tion he joined Cleveland
gangsters Tucker, Kleinman,
Moe Dalitz and Rothkopf in
Las Vegas’ Desert Inn and

the Strong estate aud en
Sept. 13, 1951, Haas and Me-

‘A ‘month _later,”

lots that were to become the

When Haas bought half- ]

now lives in Palm Beach. A

site of the Fontlaineblcau -

and Eden Roc hotels bezan
their long journey througch
legal gles. Kohen as-

. men. and Mickey Cohen. ., }
A

signed .them back to Haasg

DATE_tol vl

BYSPigsk! o'v-S
- Q»g);ss

{Indicate page, name cf
newspaper, city cna state,)

1A

Miami, Florida

tainebleau Is a jungle of cor- i; such illegal casincs as Cleve- o : .
porate and financial manipu- {| land's Beverly Hills ~and 2ging follo""e,d.
lation, small print, mort- i Mounds clubs. o ' :
gages, leases and assignment Haas had fronted for the
of leases. . Clexelad? group in & numb-r
: 3 of Soutl} Florida deals. Tte 9
. Organized crime's resident | true m\ners emervd after ] Date: 1/ "’O/ 67
“muscle” in the hotel — one Edition:
- T of the three men who have a | Strong ‘519'3 in 1948 as his Author:
. X _ voice in major decisions — is | estate was settled. : -
Ben Novack Max Eder, alias “Little Max- e | Bditer:
je” Raymond. " Rohen became truslee Ior Title:

7‘1"‘\

iI0TELS =2

_narcotics conviction, ‘oper- | Ginty declared their Interest Ad2
‘ates a lingerie shop in the |<In the Fontainebleau -land, f cter: -

“hotel's lower mezzanine. He then assigued it teKohen.‘ o I °2 - 702]
runs the card room conces- the fi\.:e' - { classificoton:

Cubmitting Office: Mani

D Bﬂné'lnve_niquud

: By CL'&RE\ CE JO\’ES i now dead. . . ‘
’ And JAMES SAVAGE , HERMAN E. KOHEN, - o - AT
Herald Staff Writers  * - : " «-1' former Cleveland city coun- -l-ge TAMT HEC L’)

C: h.-I}TAI_ rm ENCE 3

McGinty: and Al N. - Japr
former Jower company Ich
_byist infthe. Cleveland . G Ly

gamblers like Tucker. Klein:.

SEARGA
S""R..* A
Council who: :cpresentcd =
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"1 - About this time, Ben No-
11 wack -conceived the Tontaine-
e BleanIio-fnemed two corpo-
+; rations — the Fontainebleau

-: Hotel Corp. and Charnofree
1 Corp. Novack was president
¥  and Ben Jaffe, secretary.
i1} . Jaffe later had to sell his
. i interest In the hotel after he

e et

" - Frank Costello’s lieutenants

Tropicana Hotel and casino
.in Las Vegas. o
~ Jatle's tro
sbout this way: - - - . -
. “Dandy Phil” Kastel ap-
proached Jaffe. asking “him
to become the front man to.
get a gambling license from

u.blgs came

was asked to invest 33 mil-
lion and promised a fantastic
; return on his money, once
.the casino opened. '

- By the time the Tropicana
was completad, Kastel had
“squeezed more twice
that smount ort of Jaffe.
Jaffe was forcod to sell his
faterest in the Fontainebicau
for $3 millich and borrow
another §2.8 million {rom one
of the Insurance. companies
he headed. :

To assemble the land to
build the Fontalnebleau,
_Charnofree first purchased

© - Firestone ‘family in 1933,
* then morigaged it to the

ami for §1,630.000.

pofree, then leased it to
themselves as Fentainebleau

year. _
Tk kK

- At this time, lots 1
through 5 along this stretch
of the beach were jointly

*  who held half interest; Haas,

l . one-sixth; McGinty,
;. fourth;

" tweljth

s b with and far the pa-
= tion's top hoodlums ‘in their

was swindled by one’ of .

during construction of the .

- tion as often as some people

the state of Nevada. Jaffe |

-0n Aug. 24,195h Kay

lots~5=2—wad hall of 3 to
Haas, McGinty and dJappe.
They in turs traded him
thelr Interest i the other half
of Jot 3 and lots 4 and 5.
This was Jater. to become th2
Eden Roc Hotel, ’

Haas, McGinty, and Jappe |

then .deeded the Fontaine- -

bleau land to Surprise-Lake

" Apartments, one’ of Kay's -

corporations of convenience.

Kay, - during the.. last 20
years, has formed a corpora-

get a haircut.’ i
On the same day. Surprise
Lake. Apartments - (Kay)

free Corp. . (Novack and.
Jaffe.). . : ’ o
Two days later, Surprise,

Lake Apartments  sold the

_oceanfront Lot A from the .

First Nationa] Bank of Mi- ‘.
. Novak and Jafle, &s Char-‘:

Hotel. Corp. for $200,000 a

* THEY ALSO nesded lots 1. -
2-and the south hail of ot

owned by Sam Kay, Miami
Beach's mystery tinancler,.

one-
and Jappe, one- .

. Kay-is an old man now, s’
mul-millionaire  who ~ has.

Fontainebleau lots and as-.
signed the lease to the “Min-
_neapolis Corbination.”

The transaction wvas made
in the names of Edward Ber-
man and the wives of Isidore
Blumeanfield, Yiddy Bloom,
Yarry. Bloom and “ Abe

1 Brownstein. . .
In later transactions, be- .

" cause of Florida real estate’
_law, the husbands had to

leased the land for 99 years
at $85.000 a year to Charno- |

join the wives and put their

" the Dade County Court-.
Th% Miﬁ;\qawlis :-gmup I

wnusual combiation

an W
- whose' growiag

Sam Kay.

.. mystery financier

Miami Beach  real = estate .

transactions for years.

)

o S o

et A 4 8 = WL Pp=hrpast

names in public records at

Interest -in
- ¥

L

',v Tht:)m;ls J B‘IcCiniy S

- .4 convicted bootlegger )

. Migni Beach property was .
spotlighted by the HKefauver -

Committee. Nobody did any-
thing after the hearings, or
since, to slow

down their

sccelerating financal in-

fluence ou Miami Beach. -

* lsidore Blumenfield, the =

leader of . the group, was.
called by one Kefauver wit-
ness “the most outstanding
racketeer in Minneapolis.” -
For' years. he headed the .

syndicate which controlled: .~
! gamblirg in the Minneapolis

area. . :

He once offered a candi-
date for mayor a substantial
campaign contribution if he
could name the city's police-
chief. He was turned down.
The candidate lost. -
_In 1935, Blumenfield alias
“Kid Cann,” was tried for
the murder of weekly news-

paper editor Walter Lizgett. - :

Liggett had threatened to
_expose Blumfield's control of
Minneapolis gambling and”

. his “fix™ of the city’s police
~ department. - )

Mrs. Liggett testified she
saw Blumenfield gun down .
. ber husband, but Blumen-
field was acquitted. He also’
beat the rap when he was.
arrested for the murder of
two “policemen. - Again, the
charges w re . droppel when
he was indicted as a‘co~con-
spirator in'
wealthy :lahoma ‘pilman
Charles Ursch-.z. .
M - .

the kidnabing of
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feguitir—caviclions - his

- past, Blumenfield moved: to
- Miami Beach in 1952 {o look

.

“gra
\\h slavery chargcs a

] -conspnrator inam lion- '
. dol fraud = apgainsty

after his expanding real es-

tate holdings heve,

His name stayed out of

. the newspapers untif 1939,
“when.a Minneapolis federal

as |

jury indicted hu'} on ‘

Twin City Rapid Transit Co.

: Blumentfield was a stockhold-
< er In the bus line. :

Although five others were
convicted in the bus compa-

- ny swindle after a 17-week

trial, Blumenfield was acquit-
ted. Shortly after, he was

" convicted . of white slavery
- for arranging a 27-year-old:

-prostitute’s trips eround the
. country to entertain him. -

" Another jury found him °

lguﬂty of filing false tax re-

-turns  on hldden “multiple

"ownerships of Minneapolis

* liquor establishruents.

" tello.

He was sentenced to seven :

vears in federal prison. Pa-':

roled in 1964, he returned to
Miami Beach. The Justice
Department tried .to deport
him and gambler Frank Cos-
Blumenfield’s native
Rumania vefused to admit
“him and the deportation at-
tempt failed.

Blumenfield’s partners in

" his local real estate pur-
- chases have been his. broth-

- ers, Yiddy and Harry Bloom,’

Abe Brownstein, Blumen-

. field's Prohibition partner,

_who served two terms at

""Leavenworth; and Edward

Berman. now dead, who
five years in federal

g priso for kidnapinz.

While the Fontajnebleau
was lnder constructiod, Mi-.
ami Eeach hotels were hit by
a strike and organized picket-
‘Ing. This is how Max Eder
“muscled into the Fontaine-

I Witi O\u “three bmt- 3

the i

!n 195". the Miami Beach
City Council hirea—Cesrge
Waititemiut® to  investipate
beach . corruption.
fiot had just opened his pri-
vate Investigative ageucy.

Now third largest agency in
Wackenhut Is

the natlon,
currently lavestigating cor-
ruption and erganized Crime
for Gov. Claude Kirk.

Wacken- -

~'“Mlke" Coppola, 'ioey Rao.
© Lefty Clark and Tommy .

Milo. The_ police ~did—net
learn whether Novack
the money he was seeking.

© Novack’s meeﬂti; with the
mohsters may net have heen |

successful, In 1939, another -
round ol corporate and finan-

" elal manipulation began with

“The 1957 Wackenhut re- -

porl went inlo great detail
about Eder's connection with
the hotel. The report was

f,qutckly squelched and most
copies were destroyed.

Althouzh State = Attorney

. Richard E. Gerstein obtained

a copy of the report and an-
nounceéd an investization,
nothing ever happened.
According to the in%es-
tigation, the -hote 1 was

. afraid the ‘union picketing
| would spread to the Fon-

tainebleau and halt construc-
tion. Eder brought in some

e o s—————— e St st w4

strike-breaking hoodlums, °
who attacked the union pick- -

ets. Each time the fights

started, city policemen were |

standing by to break up the
fights and haul every body
down to the station. :
Lk k%
WITH THE arresting offi-
cers as witnesses to the vi-
_olence, a court injunction

quickly stopped the pickets .

and Fontainehleau construc- .
tion stayed on schedule. In

rt stated police . chiet |
Romeo Shepard, now, dead,
‘was oflercd a $20,000 payof[

'2\t the present ttme,g' the
repdrt said, “Novack Sould
like very much to get rxd of
Raymond (Eder's ahas). ‘but .
he is stuck.™ . .

Besides his . xurmum con-.'

" the Fontaineblean designed
to raise cash through mort-
- gage loans with legxthnata
lenders. .

Chamotree sold - lot~ A to
Herbert G. Murphy of Hart-
ford, Conn. Murphy, an
employe of Connecticut Gen-

eral Life Insurance Co., then
leased the land back to Char- '
nofree. Then Murphy deeded

the lot to Connecticut Gener-
al, which held §5 million in
mortgages at this time, .
.On July 15, 1560, Conmecti-
-cut General loaned another
$2,450,000 to Yontainebleau
and Charnofree, with an

agreement that all income .

from the potel would go to
the insurance company if
i payments l;ll behmd on the
mortgages. .

In March of 1963, Cormec-

. ticut General loaned nearly

$3 million more and consoli-
‘dated the three mortgages it

:<held into one with an out-

standing principal of $7,500,-
. 000. Blumentfield's signature

got .

.on the legal papers wai zo- |’ a
relum for his help, the 1957 - tarized in federa. prm :

" Another 32,919.213 in c:slu
was pumped - into the hotel
- by the same insurance ecom-
pany on Aprit §, 1965, and

* another consolidated " mort-
. gage for $10 !nml_on wuT

igued..
Thxstune tosecureitsm

victions, Eder has been ar-- mmmnloau,thellfei!‘ﬂm"

rested — but never convicted-
for burglary, gambling md
vehiclular homicide. .

Eder  once trranged l

‘meeting for Novack with a'~

ance comgpany required the

. Blumenfield - Bloom - Ber- |

- man-Brownstein combination
" to actually deed title to the
* property to Conncchcut Gen-

| group of hoodlums. Novack -eral.

ta d more cash to,get the
hote o its feet. - } .

ligence learned that un May

<18, 1936, Novack met'in the .

sters, Meyer Lansky, Jimmy

qu York City polije intel~ .

On paper now, the .!nsur-
ance comdany owns thy ho-
- tel, the lind, and the leases.

" but will not take possassion

. ; uriless mortgage payménts-af | -
.“St. Moritz Hotel: with- mob- ~ $63000 per month tall be~ |

(Blue Eyes) Alo. "I‘rlgzer -

i g e g S Sy 4 e
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!t they do. ‘the insurance

'eompany can wall:_in.and

take over the entire hotel
o PTF3TTon without going

 through a lengthy and expen-

P

- give [oreclosure. The agzree- !

.- ments signed in 1963 ave an :

axe hanging over the head of

" the hotel operation to make

_me it keeps up Its pay-
Along with the deed and

. e papers are agree-
ments by which the Iand and

when the mortgages are sat-
sfied L

_ .Tme transactions avolving
the Fontalnebleau, in simpli-

* fled form here, sre typlcal of

what bappens when the rack-
uast ina hotel or motel.

~ all along the Beach when
organized crime moves in
- Some of the best attorneyx
In the nation are called in to
..fake advantage eof Intricate

HE— [

the hotel operation.

lsmgnmg ‘leases, money can
legally be skimmed from the
. botel profits.,

Suppose cofporatxon A

- then builds a hotel. If the
leasewereongimny signed

*940sor1950s.t’the
lnnua.l jpayments may ; be
small nm:edtowhatrrmi

The rame pa.ttem appears

loopholes md squ*e*r.:

would lease for to-
¢ | . passed to another corpora-

s v—s o

Jeass can be purchased back |
- from the Insurance company

_eteering element has an in- § -

y leasing, sublegsing and

' “Jeases an oceanfront lot from .
- the land owner for §9 years,

B.ut the hﬁd. éwner.is .
' * poration, mew depreciation

. forth, the hotel management

s ,cm-pora_twns, if they want a
fast drop of cash ot of N

. hotel ptoﬂts.

" yeay, gradually obscering, at
‘the same time bindifz more

bound by the 99-year lease. f
It .Corporation ¢dc™-lavayers
were smart, they included in
the original lease provisions
for sub-leasing, lease assign- '

lease.

Whm protit.s get 4 hi'ga "
enough . the officers of A
_Corp. form B Cearp. -Sappose

ing, and mortgazmg the

‘A Corp. ts paylng $50,000 &
_ Year on the lease. It--then

sub-leases to B Corp. iorj_:li

: smo,ooo 2 yea.r.

Mana"cment of the botel
never changes, but B Corp.
now pays A Corp. $100,000 a
year. The officers pzy hall

to the holder of the loasa

and keep $50,000.

- In long—term leases. * thc
lease is almost as valuable as
the -land. Banks and othér

lending institutions wxl.l loa.n :

money on them.

They can foreclose it the
, mortgage gogs bad and take
" over the hot2l operaﬁon to

repay the loa‘i. .
So the off‘.exs of A md B

chunk of cash to invest el-*
sewbere, can mortigage the
lezse. Hotel profits then pay
rot only the annual lease
payments, but the mortgage
payments as well, plus inter-
est. .. .

3t

It the mrme'y dm ,not ro .
into the hotel eperation, the.
°crpomtion officers asctually’
get an sdvance on tntun

Each time a hotel I

tion — even If the officers
are. the ‘same as the old cor-

[y

schedules are established,
- based on the price of tho
- sxchange.

By switching back and

t the best tax braak as
‘busiess increases or de-
creasa. :

The web gets thlcker each

tightly orzanized crime's
;cmrtml of the ;moperty lnd

e
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DT sac, New York (92-4611) D11 7L D December 7, 1967 ..

— vivester, w1 Gpms — 776

o RECS2 =
" CRIMINAL INFLUENCE AND ACTIVITIRS
.. OF METER LANSKY GROUP .

x

' Re New York airtel, Novesber 28, 1967..

o e

CaTS 0 Your puggestion that the Anti-Trust Division of the -: s
Department be approached to ascertain if it will comsider -.rw: o il
J instituting an Anti-Trust investigatiom of the Lansky group - <

L has been carefully reviewed. In the light of the significance -

of this group's activities, it is considered desirable to P

: RTINS

explore this suggestion further. - G .. - - K

e , Current procedures in Anti-Trust matters require that =
the basic facts indicating a potential wviolation be properly . . &
assembled, either in a report or in 2 letterhead memorandum, . -
so that copies of the information can be furnished to the Amti- ~ . =
Trust Division. Accordingly, you should prepare an appropriate . O
letterhead memorandum which would include all the pertinent B
facts pertaining to a potential Anti-Trust violation, with the
data properly arranged to present a logical case for the S =
Department's consideration. Since the Miami Office is office : .
of origin on the Neyer Lansky case, this Office should furnish R
to New York pertiment data concerning Lansky, his associates, .
and their operations for inclusion im the New York letterbead .. ..
The letterhead memorandum should be submitted under SR
the dual character, Anti-Racketeering and Anti-Trust. An original .
and six copies should be forwarded to the Bureau. R :

o o e R N T E A el

2 - Miami (92-1947)
" NOTE: See Page 2 .. -

Tolson
DelL.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
+  Conrad
¢ " Felt
-~ Gale
: Rosen
Sullivon
Tavel

Trotter ~ C
Tele? £ EC
Holmes

Gandy e

BT ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -~ —
‘ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE_tali8/€3 gy SPIGSE[OMS
235,285
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Letter to New York
Re: Criminal Inf
. of Meyer Lansky Group

@

NOTE: Referenced airtel suggested
advisability of contacting the Anti

Department to

Lansky grou
the Bureau

New York Office is being
on a potential Anti-Trus
consideration to the facts,

A e

P

does not initiate = ,
so instructed by the Anti-Trust Division :of the Dep
instructed to gssembleAavailable data

ascertain if an Anti-

could be initiated. ~ Under .current procedures, -
ny,Anti-TruSt.investigation until -
artment. . .

aen
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lueﬁéévand Activit.

t violation so that

that Bureau consider the == -

ies e T

~Trust Division of the R

Trust investigation of the
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‘the Department can give.
Properly presented and arranged.- .- &
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‘wcsn. e B
~glorida, was borm n July 4, 1902, v
naturalized ds a U, U, citizen in September, 1928, in :
City. LANSKY commenced a eriminal career during the 1920s .
in New York City, as & muscleman 4n the alcohol wars. He was
“ agsgsociated ¢n thc Kew York crininal organization of LOUIS
LEPHE BUCHALTER and BENJAMIN "Bugsy"™ SIEGEL. . Prior to the
repeal of the 18th Amendment, the Kings Ransom pistilling

‘Company was controlled by BIEGEL, FRANK COSTELLO, and MEYER

" LANSKY. The White House Scotch Distnlery Company was

o oy R

Mismi , Florida — o v oo oo

- controlled by SIEGEL and LAKSKY, as was the Capitol nist111ers.:;"?’

S .
R -7 IV IR N -~"’~‘L’4t.—\\&4.’»»- ..,--‘._144“ “

As e#rly as 1938, LANSKY was described as the head

of the organized racketeer syndicate with headquarters in

New York City. Among other activities of this syndicate was

the "muscling™ of all large professional gambling activitiles
-throushout the United States. f actlvities.

Mcluéesymests for violation of the National Prohibi.t 1on
Act. !'crzery,greloneous Auanlt and Koa:lcide.. A

xn"tno 1ate 19303 LANSKY .

| beclna:iﬁterestdd in gambling in the Las Ve

LANSKY, along with BIEGEL,
and the remnants of the

gang
gaabling in 1as Yegu“ !'ron

HEREIN 15, UNCLASSIFIED -

DATE__L‘E.‘_'.L“_BYSELG_S_"_‘w

ENCLOSURE | 23,3

U LANSKY's_crininal Fecord dates from October, 1918,‘;f"




nallandale,jnroward County. rlorida._;Subsequent 10 the shut-
“ffdo'n o6 these casinos, LANSKY moved hif business of cperationS‘
4o Hiavana, Cuba, vhere he was the acknowledged leader of ™
orzanized cazino type ga-bling 4n Cuba under- the BATISTA:
“Regime, - ‘His headquarters ‘in Cuba was the Riviera Hotel ia
navuna,'vhere he whs associated vith ‘the Cuban niviera gbtel %

R "LANSK! 1s“assoclated vith practically every known T
lending figure 1in organived criminal activity, He is generally
“‘conceded to have respect for rank equal to that of the lead-. -
1ng ten Ll Cosa xostra (LCN) tigures 1n the United Statea. A
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I
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e oo g eeeemomo oo [CHARACTEROF CASE- -

REFERENCES: ~ Report of SA— dated 9/28/67 at \

M:Laml. R

P.
LEADS 2 |

DETROIT: - ‘  . | ‘ 7%{

AT CLARE, MICHIGAN = °

b

N CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE__tsh3le3 By SPIEsKlomS
235355

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED - None ACQUIT-] case ras seen:

convic |AUTO.| FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR BAvES [TIno

PENDING PROSECU TION
OVER SIX MON THS Cyes [ﬁio )

- ) L
—
APPROVED ",iC'C;[:;‘;"EE” DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

Coms@ Eureau .(92-2831)/{»»&/ 9\2« ; ?'8 |~ QQ? EC 15

- USA, Miami -
(Attn: Departmental Attorney| === === ""1 - FRETne
WILLIAM EARLE) ~ S “J.EQQ_ |

2 « Detroit (92-424) . = ,DEC 18 1957
1 - New York (Info)(92-l+6ll-MEYER B
LANSKY Group) T m—

yz « Miami (92-102)

1')" -
1?7 | Dissemination Record of Attached Report Loas M
Agency . /
Request Recd. - _( 4 QC AAG, [Crind ot Diticion dg.’
T Date Fwd. 92" ‘IS“}/ £ e P l' 2 heteeriag o
— o] !)‘7\,‘)' A
L1V Vet el il A
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) Copyter 1 - Uo S. Attorney, Hlami Florida ' < L
i T Attention- Departmental Attorney WILLIAM EARLE . ..

cks reveal that the subJect continues
Hallandale, Florida.;ufewpz.q;“

Constant che

On September 22 1967 —‘-Detroit advised that the: _
fsubject had left Clare, Michlgan, on September 21, 1967,
beh.eved to be returning to Florida. The subject was drlving :
~his 1967 white- .chevrolet, bearing Florida license 10W90349. .-
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| DATE_10h3{13 pySPIsInS
233,345

This document contalns neither recommendsations nor conclusions of the FB
1. It is th perty
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTYT OF JUS11ULL
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ﬁ : | ‘}FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES{\.ATION

o, Reply, Plea o = e Miamd, Florida ~ * - :

; n Reply, Please Refer to Co - - i i
& An Replyy Hlemte e et = e DEC 14 WBT . e o o - .
.,; [T " . . .:;- ., : - : B A‘“‘ C e e ...‘u-,_....,k _—
_ B

 MEYER LANSKY G
" Coaracter ANTI-RACKETEERING . .

the report c-)f. Special

ated and b‘7c .

isted below) whose identities
furnished reliable

, A1l sources (except any 1
are concealed in referenced commnication have

information in the past. o

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
- of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
; your agency.
; _
g -



S NY has only a limited amount of 1nformation '
. aveilable on the LANSKY Group and their ownership of hotels;” :
motels, and beach front property in Miami Beach. It 48 .- lu: _jlf
felt that the Miami Office_would be able to prepare a far

N . Miami therefore, is requested to prepare the LHM )
requested by the Bureau in relet. It is suggested that where
possible, Miami extend the LHM to include all the hotels -
and motels known to be owned by the LANSKY Group and not be
limited solely to those identified by the"Miami Herald"
newspaper articles.;f
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[ Assign Reassign [ Prepare leadlca
' {1 Bring file : [ Prepare tickler
{ ) Call me [ Return assignment co
_ i [[Correct [ Retur file
T [ Deadline {1 Search and return
. l [} Deadline passed []See me
1 [)Delinquent V ] Serial # :
T [ Discontinue [JPost [JRecharge []Retum
% ) Expedite [1Se
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{7 For information 1 Sub b/](/
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) ormoNaL rom NO. 10 '}“ ;'h\
& : s o ok (41 O 101-11 i ‘} §7 N
: UNITED STAT@W.-GOVERNMENT ‘
" T .. DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2831) DATE: 12-29-67
SAC, MIAMI (92-102)

@

" Subject spent 12-15-67 to_12 24267, )
“the W1nthrop Hotel Tacoma, Washington. '~ He returned'f”
_to Mi t' o

o e e

Miami is preparlng'a letterheédmmemdfandﬁm
re an Anti-Trust case under the MEYER LANSKY Group caption.

. .The Bureau will be kept advised
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