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; /Mr. Tolson
K L{Z/ thBﬁd .
w
. Belmont
‘H_' If___l Mr. Harbo
altors P —
Mr. Parsons ____
Mr. Rosen
%nmumsm \ M Rosen
Mr, Sizoo _ I
Talk l)y Dle Mr. Winterrowd ____
Tele. Room
Representatives of the Na- Mr. Holloman

tion’s realty boards were told Miss Gandy
yesterday that “in every battle!
-

against communism we hsave

lost every engagement” and »

heard the prediction that in | .(,-'

“10 years or so we will join the

Soviet Union as onyﬁ satel- Re

lites if the gmpwih of com- (e}
4

munism continudgas it has in

was
tive Mariin Dies Ug"rex) fo=i3 AN 1151900
T BF chairman of the House - —
Un-American Activities Commit-(' . cKano 2 11, | €9
tee. He addressed members of - fomam e
the National Association of

. Rea! Estate Boards, during the
& . closing session of a week-long.
ST * meeting of NAREB at the \
Statler Hotel. -

tic but realistic” said that if
the country ever approved of

Representative Dies, who
s2id his speech was “pessimis- @ 6 2 101 944 /
| CC - . ) _r rrhnv'\»L
socialized housing and medi- o
cine—“two critical fields of 138 FL_‘ 15 1tsuo
- . marxism"—"Russia need not
worry herself about physically: ,A"' jﬂv
taking this countrs—we 11 be
in the same camp.’ :
1’ Dies said that the fall of f -
. private enterprise would kill ‘/o
the Marxist groups ‘“because &
they can only live from the . .
genius of private enterprise.” /’ ): ,
but said that such an event / A
would result in “ruthless dicta- //
torship.” ¢
More than 800 delegates of
NAREB have been in Wash-
ington for the past weck for
regional directors’ meelings ’
and inaugural ceremonies in- ~
stalling Henry G. Waltemade
of New York as the 1955 presi-

W the group. ee————

O —

Wash. Post and 7 ¢
: Times Herald =~ _ <
— i Wash. News S
Wash. Star -—
N. Y. Herald Tribune
o J! N. Y. Mirror —
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P One Case Frighlened Him
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sons accusea as secin‘lty risks.
8 » Hig ideas are not in final form,.
he said in an interview today,
but he has decided on some
“basic principles.”
“I know the accused ought to be
confronted with witnesses,” he said.
“I know he ought to have a bill
of particulars in advance, and he
ought to know the criteria for judg-
ing—the rules on what constitutes
guilt.” |
BEYOND IKE'S VIEWS |

S B

Rep. Dies’ views, which go far
beyond the Eisenhower Administra-
tion’s concept of an accused risk's
rights, ave likely to startle as many
persons as have the recent caustic
speceches on the securitly program
by foriner Sen. Harry P. Cain (R.,

ash.).

Even more than Sen. Cain, Rep.
Dies has had the reputation of a
man concerning himself zealously
with the Internal communist threat,
and not especially with the civil
liberties side of the guestion.

He was the first chairman of the
‘House Un-American Activities Com-
mittea.

|

b

WARNING
‘When the committee started in
Dies said today, “I
in my opening statement
0 thnt uch a proba could go to ex-
pledged it it did that I would
B g e I, orcine Mt
nocent people,
1 ]955 i & moral obligation. -

oomﬁ

Dies Wanfs Fairer
Hearm s for Risks’

Rep. Martin Dies (D, Tex ) is drafting legislation to require fairer hearings for p

Mr, Nichols
Nr. Belmont
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Mohr

" MNr, Tamm E

] Mr. Sizoo .

- Mr. Winterrowd %}
Tele. Room _

Mr. Holloman -
Miss Gandy
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«DIES)

l REP. YE&RIIN*DIES (b-rsx ) DEMANDED THAT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
DESTROY® THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THIS COUNTRY THROUGN USE OF THE 195n
| COMMUNIST CONTROL ACT

IN A LETTER TO ATTORNEY GENERAL BROWNELL, HE SAID IT IS NEARLY ™o
YEARS SINCE THE ACT WAS PASSED AND HE IS “DEEPLY CONGERNED THAT TRE , _
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS NOT YET ENFORCED THIS LAW.

®THE COMMUNISTS ARE_NOW PREPARING TQ REBUILD THEIR INTRICATE WEB OF
FRONTAL ORGANIZATIONS," ME DECLARED. “WITH MY BILL ON THE STATUTE
BOOKS IT WILL BE SUICIDAL IF THE GOVERNMENT PERMITS THIS TO HAPPEN.",
DIES, FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN<-AMERICAN

fES, SAID HE UNDERSTANDS THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IS NOT ﬁ
| ENFORC ING S AHE LAW BECADSE LT 18 whTTING ThoE R RAL N o h oy COURT
\RULING IN CERTAIN CASES.

7/22-=403 18P -

b2 10l 197-A

oT RECORDﬂD
i1 JuL 25 1956

B3 JUL % 1uno —_—

WASHINGTON CITY NEWS SERVICE
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4—+tF-pover wanted this to become an
emotional, hysterical thing#-—""

Rep. Dijes thinks the hunt for se-
curity risks has become just that,
His feeling developed in part be-
cause of his experience in defend-
ing Dr. Edward Elliott, a Federal
employe in Ft. Worth, Tex., who
was charged under the old Truman
loyalty program.

Dr. Ellioctt had been accused be-

fore the Dies Committee in 1942,
the congressman said, but an inves-
tigation cleared him. So when he
‘{ heard about the loyalty case, Rep.
.| Dies decided to represent Dr. Elliott
| without fee, ‘
EYE-OPENER )
Being a lawyer In that case:
=| opened his eyes, Rep. Dies said.
“I believe that in back of this
‘| thing was violent opposition to Dr.
Elliott's views,” he said. “He had
| liberal ideas. But we’re mnot sup-
‘| posed to punish men for their
ideas.”

Procedurally, Rep. Dies was
frightened because standards were
so vague, the decision took so long
and the whole burden of proof was
‘on Dr. Elliott. (

‘STAR CHAMBER’ ‘
L © “It made me feel we were getting
. back to the star chamber,” he said.:
*“It frightened me, because it!
R i seemed so contrary to what I al-|

i ways believed was fundamental
American fair play.”

Rep. Dies- deplored “extremes”—
the extreme of what he thought
was tolerance of communism 15
years ago, the extreme of what he
thinks is hysteria about alleged
communists today.

“I want to do something,” he said,
“and I want to be sure it's right.
My ideas are still in the formative
stage, and it's a difficult problem.
. I'm trying to accomplish the pur-
. pose of keeping ‘security’ from be-
- ing used for oppression or political
Dl purpeses., ——
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| dies Seeks Probe | ROy
5 ) Pad
On Communist Ban
By the Associated Press
Renresentative Dies, Democrat
of Texas, & former chairman of.
the House Committee on un-
Ameriean Activities, today called
for a committee inquiry into
what he called the “failure™ of
‘the Justice Department to out-
law the Communist party =s
provided under a 1954 law. ‘
*.Rcm esentative Walter, Demo-
clat of Pennsylvanig, the present
cg:mntee chairman, indicated
greement with Mr. Dies’
" suggestion.
) Mr. Walter said he believes the
Justice Department is “procee(i-
ing as expeditiously as possiblly”
on prosecutions of persons fior
seeking violent overthrov of the
Government.
He told newsmen it is “more
important” to go after such per-
sons than to prosecute for the
“mere membership of the Com-~
munigt party.” P Wash. Post and
S iE 7&’ Mr. Dies _introduced a resolu- Times Herald
; tfyn direching an investigation «@ h. News .—-— o
e —— ; . Was
tte failure of the Departmeri ) h. St B o A-b
of Justice to enforce the Dies Was ar £84
(Communist control) Act to out-. N. Y. Herold - -—+—
v " LY
I lat theCOMIMTaist party. ] Tribune
e

N. Y. Mirror —————
N. Y. Daily News —
Daily Worket

- The Worker
IO[?L/ - New Leader —
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
14 WEST SHEPHERD

LUFKIN, TEXAS

V281968 2 [ oo,
MARTIN DIES, SR. CBin

November 19, 1964

// .
) - [

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
DPepartment of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have read some of the unfounded and vicious
attacks made against your Department. Regardless
of how people feel about the civil rights legislation, |
the vast majority appreciate the wonderful work that |
ou have done throughout your career. You have built |
one of the most efficient and successful enforcement
agencies in the world. I would not let my critics
disturb me. Our people have confidence in you.

Sincerely yours,
‘C&é?42¢;22£» 52f%l£*<
-/

Martin ﬁes, Sr.

-~
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_Honorable Martin bies, Sr. ” 3 A
GILOrHRGy ab i T o
14 \vest cagpaerd PedE
42ufiin, Yoo S =
. T 2
7 Dear Mr, Dies:
%
; I have received your letter of November 19th,
and your kind comments and staunch support of my efforts
are certainly appreciated. It {s my hope that our future o
endeavors will continue to merit such approbation. g
Enclosed is a copy of my recent speech s =
which I trust you will find of interest. mE S
b e —e —— ——— E =
: N I ) &
t e | Sincerely yours, a = ;
o o 0. Edgar Hoover 2 ;

Enclosure
Director's speech, 11/24/64, "Time for Decision"
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding
correspondent who was the former head of the Dies Committee.
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
November 23, 1965
Page 2

not have, I will be glad to make copies for your records.

I have been planningto do this, but I put it off, very much
like the average person postpones making a will or buying

a burial lot. Now that I have passed my sixty-fifth birthday,
I feel I ought to organize this material and place it where
it can be of value to those who want to study that period

of our history.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

//77 (reln. Ty

Martin Dies, Sr.

MDSr smm
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November 23,

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover

MARTIN DIES,SR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
114 WEST SHEPHERD

LUFKIN, TEXAS

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Hoover:
The purpose of this letter is to request your advice

about a matter and not to obtain any official ruling,
because none is required.

A number of foundations,

as Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge, the McArthur Academy

of FPreedom,
like Texas University, A&M College,
urging me to donate to them all of my papers covering my

as well as colleges and universities,
and others have been

service of twenty years in Congress,

on Unamerican Activities.

and particularly the
seven years that I was chairman of the special Committee
1 am preparing to remove all

it so that when I decide which college or foundation should

receive it, I can send it to them.
that much of
and Japanese
Some of this

o
this material from boxes and trunks and to index and cataloggz —*J

of time this

in this county.

However,

I am sure you must know
my papers deal with Nazi, Fascist, Communist
activities preceding and during World War II.
material was at one time considered classified
information, but I would not think that after this lapse
situation would still be true. Izéil;ﬁ;i
I am planning to employ Mrs. Richardﬁ?TfE;;;y who lives
I have made a number of inquiries from
reliable and trustworthy people regarding her character,
and she has been highly recommended to me by those who

know her and who have worked with her.

3

turning all of these documents and files over to some insti-
tution, I did want your advice as to whether there could be

any objection from a security standpoint.

I have not examined these files papd records for twenty
years, and I really don‘'t know what all is contained in
the boxes and trunks that were shipped to me by my aides,
doe

but any material which I may hazféihat o
-5/

)

o5 NOV 26 1965
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\D"\ "" Martin Dies, Sr., Former Congressman from Texas, Lufkm, Texas.
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REC- 40 November 30, 1965

o
¢ Ol - 10174/~

Honorable Martin Dies, §r.

Attorney at Law ,

114 West Shepherd Eﬁ"g
Lufkin, Texas - VY
Dear Mr. Dies:

1 have received your letter of November 23, 1965,
and appreciate the interest which prompted you to write.

b
A

!

You are most generous to consider offering your
papers to a Foundation or school for future use by scholars. It is
difficult, of course, to comment on the security aspects of material @
in your files; however, if during your review, you find a document
which you feel might still be classified, please {eel free to contact

4
[

IOV 3 -
aJi ,‘G Oh b

For your information, Freedoms Foundation in

alley Forge, Pennsylvania, recently established a J. Edgar Hoover
brary. This Library is currently interested in securing docu-
ents and papers dealing with communist strategy and tactics in the
nited States. It is the hope of Freedoms Foundation that this
ibrary will sefve as a research center in tuture years for the

tudy of this alien ideology.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover
(/NOTE‘ See M A. Jones to DeLoach Memo dated 11-30- 65, captioned

DR
n,
"y

*-—
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1,

i



OFTIONAL FORM NO 10 3010-106
MY 1942 EDIITON
GLA GEN. ®8G. NO 2?

Tolson
UNITED STATES ( RNMENT Belmcﬂz

chf -
Memordndum e

TO :Mr. DeLoach _ pATE: 11-30-65 Rgser 7—_
FROM - M., A. »Jlonﬁes/

2]
(s@ject. MARTIN DIES, SR. R
FORMER CONGRESSMAN FROM TEXAS = _
- LUFKIN, TEXAS

Tele. Room
Helmes
Gandy

BACKGROUND:

The Director, under date of November 23, 1965, has received a
letter from the above captioned individual. Dies states that a number of Foundations,
such as Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge and the McArthur Academy of
Freedom as well as certain colleges (Texas University, Texas A & M College) are
urging him to donate his papers covering his 20 years service in Congress,
particularly the seven years when he served as Chairman of the special Committee
on Un-American Activities. Dies states that he is preparing to remove this
material from boxes and trunks and to index and catalogue it so that when he decides
—— where he will place it, everything will be ready. Many of the papers, according

to Dies, deal with Nazi, Fascid, Communist, and Japanese activities during
. World War II. Some of the material was at one time classified, but Dies feels that
- after the lapse of time this situation probably isn't still true.

Dies adds that he is planning to employ a Mrs. Richard B. Cravy to
work with his papers. Dies comments that, before turning these documents over
to some institution, he wanted the Director's advige if there would be any objection
from a security standpoint. Dies has not seen this data for many years but if the
Bureau would like copies, he would be glad to furnish them_ _,?.

OBSERVATIONS: REC- 28 (p 2 /0/?1{70% 22 1965

Dies, as you know, for many years was extremetly promMmeijit as a

Congressman in the investigation of subversive activities. Bufiles contaj
derogatory information concerning him. Moreover, Mrs, Ri '

} : unidentifiable in Bufiles.

£ It is felt that the Director should diplomaQ¥effy make mention to
- i Mr. Dies of the J. Edgar Hoover Library at Freedoms Foudhdation at Va.lley Forge.
i‘ The plans of the J. Edgar Hoover Library call for the acquisition of all possible

| papers, documents etc., on communism, especially in the early years of the

| communist movement If the J. Edgar Hoover Library could secure the papers of

| Mr. Dies, i :Zld be most helpful to the Library. We know, fer-example, that

© 1 - Mr. i Enclgsur e —-/-6&" M
{»,!'I' ) 4 , 30
| ", (Continued on gext p/gge)
V 7 7 . “) KU T el
‘6\ 'Y



M. A, Jones to Del.oach Memo
RE: Martin Dies, Sr.

the Library is interested in this kind of data. In addition to calling Dies attention
to the J. Edgar Hoover Library, we should not offer to try to evaluate his papers
\ from a security point of view but that if he has any question concerning a particular

document, he should be in touch with us.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the attached letter be sent to Mr. Dies.

Wk

&/(y\\/@




————d

r

1 Mr. DeLo‘M_...

/< | mr. Mohr..
Mr. Cesnor .o
MARTIN DIES,SR. Mr. Caliahan.—
Mr. Gonrad...oe
ATTORNEY AT LAW Mr. Felt .. .
il4 WEST SHEPHERD Ml‘ GEIQ e
LUFKIN, TEXAS Mr. Reron

Mr. Suisivan._—

My, Tewl

/ Mr. If it L
M Yo bl
Telsf Roony.....
Miss Holes. .

Miss Gandy.....

December 6, 1965

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover J e
Federal Bureau of Investigation //
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr . Hoover:

1 appreciate very much your prompt reply to my
letter.

I read in the paper that you plan to retire. While
you richly deserve retirement, it will be a very
great loss to this country. You have been a most
courageous, dedicated and patriotic public servant
throughout the years. You have kept the Federal
Bureau of Investigation independent of partisan
politics, and I fear that when you leave, it will
become a political agency. I hope that I am wrong,
because under your leadership it has become a very
great instrumentality for the protection of our free
institutions.

You have been one of the few men in Washington who

has appreciated the gravity of the communist menace. o
I am delighted to know that there will be a room at g

< -

Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge to preserve your
papers. Several senators have telephoned me about
depositing my records and files there, and 1 have

been giving the matter very serious consideration.
However, I have a very difficult task to catalog,

index and arrange this material s0 that it can be used
by students and historians. In 1938 we seized a

vast amount of records under subpoena and, of course,
much of this information came to me in strict confidence
and with the understanding that it would not be used
for many years. I think that I have information that
could not be obtained from any other souxce, and I want
it deposited where it will not be ﬂ&éed or altered

PSRyl
. s 7

UNRECORDED UOPY FILED INS 2 ~ 0% /2. ~
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
December 6, 1965
Page 2

and where students and historians can use it.
Again, expressing to you my great admiration and

appreciation for all that you have done for our great
country, I am

Sincerely yours,
127zggrc377.,’a"‘“(

Martin Dies, Sr.

_ o are® T e —d? e o

MDSr :mm
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- December 17, 1965

lc«l 0/ sy - b

_ Homorable Martin Dies, Sr.
Attorney at Law
114 West Shepherd
Laikin, Texas

Dear Mr. Dies:

Thank you for your letter of December 6th and for
your confldence in my sdministration of the FBIL. Your generous
remarks mean a great deal to me, and It is hoped my future en-
deavors will continue to merit such approbation. You may be
interested in knowing that it s my desire to remaln as Director
as long as I may be of service to our Natioa.

Your conslderation of using the J. Edgar Hoover ;
Library of the Freedoms Foundation In Valley Forge, Peansylvania, —
as a repository for your records and fiies 1s indeed appreciated. o
Should you have any further questions, you may wish to communi- e
cate directly with Dr. Kenneth D. Wells, Preosident, Freedoms ;
—Foondation at Valley Forge, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 19481, or
Mrd Louls B. Nichols, 1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York,
New York 10019, who is associated with the Library bearing my

e @
g onagie.
=
o

00U 9MIny:

e
INRRQRIBES &0vv) ¥ wn 1 ZJ _70Y, 2 —

§ In this regard, the FBI, of course, cannot be
s sible for confidential or classliied material that you have
= can the Freedoms Foundation or the Library. As you may
.. realize, the Library Is open to all and the records and laforma-
W tion thereln are on full view for those who use it. Should specific
% provisions be required to handle your material, naturally, you
can arrange them with the Freedoms Foundation.

'DEC2

Tolsan e
Deloach . _ __

e et

See NOTE next page.

ohr - et v . Bincerely yours i

Cor / 24y g, Edgar Hoove” .

Conrat ———§ i, . SENT DIREGAOR . : @ .
éf!i:‘ff:ff'? ‘ 1’56‘50& . FOR APPROVAL G\J‘ s
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Honorable Martin Dies, Sr.

NOTE: See Morrell to Del.oach memo dated 12-17-65 captioned "Interest
expressed by Honorable Martin Dies for possible use of J. Edgar Hoover
Library, Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, as a
repository for Dies' records.”
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D"l!:A; ORM NO. 10 $010~104 M' . (‘i//
may ¥942 goimio, : /

SUBJECT: INTEREST EXPRESSED BY HONORABLE MARTIN DIES
' FOR POSSIBLE USE OF J. EDGAR HOOVER LIBRARY,
- FREEDOMS FOUNDATION, VALLEY FORGE,
PENNSYLVANIA, AS A REPOSITORY FOR DIES' RECORD

/P

BACKGROUND: HEREN 15 UNCLASSIFIED

By letter 11-23- 6€ Dies Dgngd he Commi
reputation as the '"Dies Committee' for combatmg communism and threats
to this country, expressed the general intention of finding a suitable location
to place his personal records and those of the Committee bearing his name
for future generations to see. He mentioned he was aware of the fact that a
Library bearing Mr. Hoover's name was located a the Freedoms Foundation,
Valley Forge, Pen \)rsylvama and thought this was an excellent idea, Jones
to DeLoach memo 11-30-65 explored the factors involved and outgoing
11-30-65 to Dies conveyed a general expression that perhaps the J, Edgar
-Hoover Library would be a logical repository.

;

CURRENT DEVELOPMENT: /

By letter dated 12-€-65, Dies expressed sincere praise for
Mr. Hoover's public service and appeared to be interested in utilizing the
| J. Edgar Hoover Library; however, he said he was withholding a final 6

decision. ) ‘ ol :ZQ ./-f_{_t_’

OBSERVATIONS: Q&Q,.\“q

1te DEC 231965

While there is no doubt that some of the.naterial and 1 papers
contained in Dies' collection could be misinterpreted or assigned the term as
being ''controversial} it is felt that it would be an excellent idea to have hlS
papers included in the J. Edgar Hoover Library for the followi

C{\ﬂﬂﬁq
Enclosure M
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Morrell to DeLoach Memo

RE: INTEREST EXPRESSED BY HONORABLE MARTIN DIES

1. The work of tle Committee bearing Dies'name is a
significant segment of a phase of American history as it pertains to the internal
security of our Nation. Whether all the material contained therein is factual
or not, this has little bearing as Dies' efforts were an important part of
American history. Therefore, his records and papers should be recorded for
all to see.

2. The Library itself does not vouch for the accuracy or truth
of the material contained therein. The Library is merely a repository for
documents of history and while there are some individuals who may always
want to misuse information/ records, it is not the function of a library
to exclude or authenticate information, nor can the FBI be responsible for the pro-
tection of any classified material deposited.

3. As a research center, the J. Edgar Hoover Library should
present both pro and con arguments about communism and anticommunism and,
therefore, records of this important Committee would be an invaluable adjunct
to the broad spectrum of knowledge about communism.,

RECOMMENDATION:

That the attached letter be sent to Dies politely and tactfully
indicating to him that perhaps the J. Edgar Hoover Library at Freedoms
Foundation would be an excellent location to place his papers.
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M%n DleS‘Pmneer in House

Probes, Dead at 7 2‘

LUFKIN, \ “Tex., Nov.

$IWH n Dies Sr. found-

of the House ‘Un-ﬁ?rican
A?Uv:ties Committee and a
controversial Texas congress-
madn for three decades, died
tonight, apparently of a heart
attack. He was 72.

Rep. Dies was first elected
to Congress in 1930 from
Otange, Tex., but it was not

ntil the late 1930s and early

5 Yor his wofk “on the

“‘Dxes Committee,” looking

i3 five~ activitifs of subver- |
sive groups, that he became,
a national figure. !

Under hiz leadersiip, HUAC
first Investigaled German-
American Bund groups and
Fascists and then turned to
communism.

He introduced a bill to stop
tmmigration for,an _indefinite
pericd HM8~bnce demanded

that G million aliens be de-!

o solve ufETXPIOFment |
in the 1930s. He claimed credit
for the indictment of Amer-
ican Communist leader Earl
‘Browder in 1940.

His work brought criticism
from President Franklin DI
Roosevelt, who said the Dies
Committee had made “absurd-
ly false” charges that Commu-;
nists had inspired auto work-

and that the com-
ers m__

d a List of 500 gov-
ernmental emplome-’tsehng-
ing to arn organizaijon the
comun'tm said was commum.s—‘
tic.

Rep. Dies, born Nov. §, 1901,
in Colorado City, Tex., was,
elected in 10839 to the seat his.
father represented from 1909
1o 1910,
> In 1941, he ran for the Sen-
.ate in a special Texas pri-
;mm,_b.u‘t__f' inished-lowdh. He !

‘retired to private practice in
i 945, re-

elected to the House as a
Texas delegate-at-large in
'1952. He again retired in 1958.
But his anticommunism did

"that Moscow might have di-
Yected the assassination of
"President Kennedy. .
‘Rep. Dies is survived by a
Jack, who is now a state
jufge in Texas, a—sc
a—-—h-&-

not decrease. He said in 1963,
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Dead f

By Jean R. Halle
sshington Post sulf Writer
Yormer Rep. Martin Dies

Sr., flamboysnt hunter of
subversives and founder of
the House Un-American Aec-
tivities Committee, died
Monday after an apparent
heart attack in Lufkin, Tex.
He was 71.

The spellbinding oratory
of 'the congressman, who
was a master of red-baiting
long before the McCarthy
ers, brought him inlo na-
tional prominence during
the late 1930s.

: -He took on high govern-
- ment officials, the powerful
CIO and anybody else he
. i thought was posing a threat
T ¢ to the United States during
' his first 13 years in the
House., o—u .
! Rep. Dies voluntarily re-
© tired in 1944 because of
what he termed {1l health
but came back to the House
in 1852 “to help finish the
Job of housecleaning which
I helpeqd to start in 1838.”

But the headlines that he
had triggered during his
earlier terms failed to mate-
rialize. In 1957, while still a
House member, he ran un-
successfully in a special
election for the Senate seat
vacated by the resignation
of Price Daniel, who became
governor of Texas. Rep.
Dies retired a second time
ia 1058

_The Un-American Activi-
fies Committee, now the
-House Internal Security
"Committee, was known pop-
ularly as the “Dies Commit-
u-...-nq it was_arganized

F @ DED r'ﬁ‘ma

It first went after the Ger-
man-American un and
Fasclst groups, then took on
ulleged Communists, send-
lnﬁ subcommittees all over

_ the country.

Government  employees
were predominant among its
targets. Dies and his Com-
mittee soon found them-
selves under heavy_criticism

froin-top officials, includIng

President Franklin D. Roo-
sevVeL,—
The President branded as
“sordid procedure” the Com-
mittee's publication of the
names of more than 500 gov-
ernment emplayees on the
“membership and mailing”
list of an organization the
Committee said was a front
for Communist activity.
Secretary of the Interior
Harold L. Ickes charged
Dies with being “irresponsi-
ble) and Wendell L. Willkie

accused him of ‘‘undermin-

ipg democratic procedyre.”

in detense “of his own
methods, Dies countered

“America is a free country
and I would defend with my
life the rights of its citizens,
but when they take the oath
of allegiance and then seek
to undermine the govern-
ment, I say what amend-
ments to our Constitution
protect these spies and
agents of the foreign gov-
ernments?”’

He _.introduced bills that
wo ave stopbdd-#1] im-

! mjgration into this
for an Indefinifé "t
would have deported a. .
desirable aliens already
here.

“if we don’t sit down and
find out how strong these
alien forces are, they may
take us by surprise and de-
stroy the form of govern-

ment the United~Swases has
' always had,” he declared.

a_m boyant Pro ber,
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'Despite the criticism of of-

i , Rep.“Dies had a
ular following.

po]pn 1940, he published &

[ "y _'5‘:_.
'beak._i‘Ibe Trojan_Horse in
Government,” m he

charged that “Communist
Trojan Horses” — organiza-
tions that he said always de-

nied Communist control —

were bidding for American
youth, the unemployed and
black people by inviting dis-
tinguished American citi-
zens to address them.

He included the “First
Y.ady of the Land,” Cabinet
officers and other officials
as contribpting to_the-Com-

munist interests in this way.

e ade hundreds of
speeches In fHe 36318 of a
fire-eating, fear-spreading

evangelist. At 6-foot-3 and
210 pounds, he made his -

loud, ranting deliveries spec-
tacular,

He had a sense of the dra.
matic. At one time he
charged that one of his sons
had been endangered by
enemy agents who intended
“either to kill or kidnap
him” but he refused to elab-
orate on the claim.

In 1950, between his two
sets of terms in Congress,
Rep. Dies claimed he had
been ‘“vindicated by the

events” of the previous 10

years.

“When I warned, a decade
ago, of Communists in our
government, I was called a
witeh hunter. When 1 said,
in the davs of Hitler and
Mussolini, that Russia would

turn out to be the real world

menace, my views were re-

garded as fantastic.

“Well, 1 have been vindi-

cated. But I feel no satisfac-
tlon. I wish I had been

wrong,” he sajd in an

!

Rep. Dies was born in Col-

' Brigb—City, TéxHe Spent

. his early years in Washing-

ton, where his father, also
named Martin, was a con-
gressman from 1908 to 1818.
After attending the Univer- .
sity of Texas, the younger
Dies got a law degree from
National University here.

He practiced law in Mar-
shall and Orange, Tex., be-
fore his first period in the
House, and resumed a law
practice in Lufkin between
his terms and after his sec-

" ond retirement as a con-

gressman.
Since then he had re-
mained essentially out of

" public view although he oc-

cassionally was called on to
address patriotic meetings.

He is survived by his wife,
Myrtle Dies, and three sons,
Martin Dies Jr., of Beau-
mont, Tex., and Robert M.
and Jack Dies, of Lufkin_,
Gacembosneascd




- Rep. Martin Dies is pictured in 1940 as chairman of the House Un-American Activities Committee.
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