Yinneapolis - St. Paul
Sdward Bremen and others taken into custody on or about

August 5, 1233, as aiders and abettors, having exchang_e.dw

a quantity of ransom money.

"
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THiscaseoriGINATED AT = Oklahome City, Oklahoma. Feno,  Fel
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY .
WHICH MADE

3/8/36 s/4/36 oD )

TRE  GRORGE Kmxoamm, ‘ CHARACTER OF CASE

. with aliases, ET AL;
'd CHARIES F. ( URSCHEL - VICTIM KIDNAPING

Jonesboro, Arkansas,

4 " daughter or her husband, C. J§ &drienne. Arrange-
ments made throughP ent, Hailway Expreas
Agency, Jonesboro, ansas, to have the Littls Roek

- office notified immediately should any further ex-
press packages be received from C, J, Adrienne or

: wife addreased to the family. Arrangements P
also made to have mail cover continued,

svorsisor racs: QA
i / el advise they have received no further word from their

-P-

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agen(Q P doted Fovruery 13, 1936,

Little-Rock,-Arkansas. -

DETAILS: AH biC
v oo SO . s
! were again interviewe advise ey nave received no further information

from their daughter or her husband, C. J. Adrienne, since the receipt of the
express packege from Payson, Utah, in January, 1936. Both,

have promised they will immediately notify the Little Rock office
8 they receive information as to the whereabouts of C. J. Adrienne and
their daughter,

Arrangements have been made by Agent through Agent,
Reilway Bxpress Agency, Jonssboro, Arkansas, to have the tle Rock office.
notified immediately should any additional express packages be received from
Ce Jo Adrienne or his wife sddressed to the-rmily.

|

) /R - TG wanttom

: jPostmistresa, Jonesboro, Arkansas, has been requested
ool %“ AAA‘AJ% ik T e DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES -
.

1ES OF THIS REPORT

3 Burea 1l Keansas Cit W Ta%aTal
i St. Paul 2 Oklahoma City , fAD 10"

1 Delles 1 Birmingham v -

1 Detroit 1 Nashville yED

1 Salt Lake Oity copi®® pES’.L‘iw .

. A¥A
2 Little Rock . @bmm 17 W9 g

U. 9. GOVIRNMEINT PRINTING OFFICE T—2034
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to continue the mail cover placed on all first-class mail addressed to
muﬂ family, F Jonesboro, Arkansas, for an addit-
onal thirty-day period a letter is being esddressed to the Poat Office

Inspector in_Charge advising him of the necessity for requesting the extension

of the mail cover,
UNDEVELOPED LEAD:

- LITTIE ROCK (FFICE at Joneaboro, Arkansas, will report on the mail
cover placed on the mail of d family,—
Jonesboro, Arkensas. '

- P ENDING~

AllblC
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- Post Office Box 1469,
- z. Little Rock, Arkansas,
March 8, 1936.
v 7
[N )
Q\;\f
Pos! or!me inspactor,
Federal Building, . Re: George h
s ge helly Barnes, w/a; et al;
Little Rock, Arkansas, Charles F.,Uraschel - Victim;
De« o1 Kidnapmg.o
ar Sir:

This Bureau is at the pressent tims engaged in the
investigation of e« matter of major importance which makes it

extremely desirable that the theroebouto of one C.- .T. Adr!.enno
be escertained. - \

——
,__———

[
I

. Y

S !

C. 7. Adrienne is now marriogl 10 the daugahm of

who is presently residing in Joneeboro, Arkansas,
a and 1t 13 known that Adrienne‘’s wife has
corresponded with her mother st intervale. Recently a cover was
plsced on the mail of for a period of thirty
dsys, through the cooperation of the Postmistress st Jonesdboro,
Arkansas. The mail cover has now expired without disclosing any
information of value and it is felt that an extension of the mail
cover for an asdditional thirty-dey period may prove fruitful.

. e s i

It is respectfully requested that you iseuve appropriate
instructions to the lostmistress authorizing extension of the
mail cover.

Au b__,G Very truly yours,
P /.f CHAPMON FLETCHER,

60 Bureau Special Agaut in Charge.
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H. 8. Bepariment of Justice X
1616 Yederal Peserve Bank Building

"  FKensas City, l.issouri

}Varch 16, 1536

Directors , YROORDED
Federal Bureeu of Investigation

washington, D.C. ngX.ED 7 ) / / 5" / ? / /

Dear Sir: - AFT -

On March 13, 1936,4 j of the~
ally contact-

‘U. S. ledicel Center, Springfield, llissouri, telephohj
ed postdent Agont QIR - remostod Sphe =
- ! -7 ’

ledicael Center on an urgent matter. Y

d.a letter:
who is at

sgent @Dcontectes , who exhibite
written to him by prisoner

)}p}ésent in solitary confinement &t the U, S. Medical Center. Im his

etter@§ stated thet he would like to get in touch with the
‘Americen Bankers .ssociatjidén at St. Louis so that & retprn could be
mede to seversl banks ofrsecurities stolen in severaljbank robberies.
Fe stated the robters who had robbed these banks are now serving
sentences end his reason for fumishing the inforration to the
Americen Benkers Associstlion was so thet he may secure any reward

H
!.‘.
4
Lo
!
K

which—the 3enkers i6societion hes offered for the return of the
securities. (D letter ves deted iiarch 10, 1936.

”is a trensfer to Ipringfield, Liissouri fraum Alcatraz
and at the latter institution wes a cook. He is now serving the
belance of e sentence imposed in the District of Columbia in Cctober
1932 for "lerceny after trust". The sentence irposéd at thaet time was
one year ené one 2zy to fifteen months, cnd the record disclosed thsat
he was received at the ‘Jeshington, T.C. Asylurm and Jeil on Cctober 6,
1232 end trensferred to Lortomn, Virginia on Tecember 8, 1932, from

whick latter place he esceped on Tecember 26, 1932. ‘hen apprehended
he was sent to Alcatraz. His present release date from the Springfield X }*
institution is :pril 25, 1936. Ile is listed es a constitutional IR I
psychopathic, having arrested tuberculosis and arthritis. EHe has ¥ ,‘..g,'s i:\‘,'
been & habituel criminel from October 1, 1914 to date. \_; "‘,'-':»‘;fv‘ R
LUBA . - Wt h \-‘,
-was interviewed by- and Agent- ¢y
and’ steted when he wes at Alcatraz he served es a cook and had as a QA
helper one of theQUrschel kidnapers. He vwiould not state his neame ‘)'
but seid that this men, dyring the past December, had vwritten a letter .‘;-"',a‘_'
to ettorney BenRlaska, jf Tenver, end that Leske was supposed to D
heve 270,000, worth of¥bonds which had beer stolen in robteries of W3
banks in Texas, Few *lexico &nd Arkenses. n his release on ¥

April 25, 1936, is supposed to contact leska, identifying himself

pSTROYED ,
'C.g??mfa 17 1968 All biC w*
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by adeformed thu~b on his right hend and secure these bonds for
disposal. according to the plan, was ther supposed to teke ther
to twokfences, one in Tort Torth, Texas end the other in Dallas,

Texas. PRoth of these fences, according to- are lawyers, &nd
these fences will sell the above mentioned bonds. According to the

erranger.ents, share of the proceeds was to be &bout 75000,
9’&5 unable to state the names of the bemks from which these
bonds were stolen.

stated thet he had thourht this matter over since
uI‘I‘lViIlg st Springfield from flcatraz end had decided two{ con-
tact the Americen Pankers Associetion znd if there wves revard
in it for him to get tke bonds in Tenver end then turn them over to
the !mericen Bsnkers _,sscé‘iation. Ye refused to name the merber
of the Urschel kidnsping gung vho hed mede the proposition to him
or to nere the two ferces in Texas. I’e stated he is furnishing
this informetion now beceuse he will be released in about a ronth
and this rewerd will give him &nd his wife a steke so he cen make
a fresh start.

Tt-is-requested—thet—the-offices—to—vhom—copites-of~thig——————"

letter are forwsrded edvise vhether they have any record of any bank
robberies in which the Urschel kidnepers participated ir which the
loot consisted of bonés which have not teen recovered to date.

It is requested thet the RPureau advise whether any arrange-
rments should be nede v:it!:- for him to go threugh with the plans
to recover these bonds. I &n having Agent ‘ recontact?
to ascertain just what sort of a proposition he would like to )
with reference to recovering these bonds, indicating to him that this
office is ‘t_:akfng eporopriste steps to sscertsin whether any rewards
have been. offered for the return of these securities,

Very truly yours,

o
N\
4 // &
// f),./://%

I. Ao SIITH
SPECIAL AGENT TY CHARGE

)

s

.

o
ce - Little Rock AH. b7c

Oklahome City
El Paso
Dallsas

San Antonio
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] H. 8. Brpartment of Justice
Sb 1331 First National Bank Building

El Paso, Texas
March 18, 1936 : -

. - - ° =
o~ : { S

- . e 181-Q

. A él Director, . !

S / - Federal Bureamn of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

i - ' -

3T /{C) Dear Sir:

Reference is had to letter addressed to the Director by the

. Q Special Agent in Charge, Kansas Ci Missouri, March 16, 1936, relative
=~ M to information furnished by prisoner.:;b/the U. S.
- f wedical Center, Springfield, Missouri, concerning stoler?pbonds which

. he proposes to assist in recovering. ,

s
ab T

o a9 I think, if is telling the truth, that the person to
- whom he refers in Alcatraz Prison as being one of the“Urschel kidnappers,
) can be none other than Albe_rtCBates, for the reason that lLaska was
Bates' attorneyAn the Urschel case. It is known, I beliex%/fh‘:t Bates
gﬁ@ 1f

and Machine elly were implicated in a bank robbery in*Colfax,
Washington,yYBlueridge, Texas, and another Texas town, the name of which

I do not recall clearly but believe it is San Marcos. The files in the

UpSchel case willalso show that Bates; Machine Gun~—Kelly and Edward

I ):_B_enpz, shortly prior to the Urschel kidnapping, were casing a job of
ank robbery in Arkansas.

My recollection at this time as to the details of the informa- -

o tion concerning bank robberies in which Bentz, Bates and Machine Gun
Kelly were implicated, is not clear and I do not know whether or not

v there were any bonds missing in any of the bank robberies in which they

were involved.

v A review of the file in the Urschel kidnapping case will reveal
v? any details concerning the above matters.

Very truly yours,

)y ST n
.L//(L»“’d%é;\‘\}q; ;IJ C‘A}:}L( + ‘ ﬁ;l / : ( .o Q{ STTTIoIITT

cL~” Jt{vt_,a ’ qf""u(.t \
6 A All BIC R. H. COLVIN
R Special Agent in Charge.
- { . . N 7 ]
RHC RECORDED '/ —// & — | 4 j C-{ i
& lan covtee o+ e ., .. P - —— —— I p——— ¢
cc - sas City \NDEXED : s 1——§

Oklehoma City

Little Rock ‘ . ) I
Danaz °¢ APR 7“ 4336 ’ L9
1.'\"

San Antonio IR 0’;&‘

-~



Aprid 3, 1936 R

Btates
I8 43 noted that refers to bdouds whish ware
Sex

&llegedly stalss fa Sank eseurring la Texas,
Hexieo snd Arkenscss It &5 re usutod that the Ksasas Glty OF-
fice correlute s infermation felstiva to this metier, vith

partioular refervece 40 _viclaticns of acts over whieh this

Buress bkzs jurisdistion,

You should aleo nzeertsia the excet proposition
sbich P hes to offer to the Buresw, sad detarsmine sbethar

anything asa be learuod froe eatering isto any arrasgwssnt
with this person,

It L5 desired thet the Buresu be furnished with this
intormation st the sarliest practisable date oo thab proper
considerniion mey be gliven the mutter which is referred o
bereln,

VYory tevly yours,
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED

All b1C
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H. 3. Bepariment of Justice
1616 FEDERAL RESTRVE BAYE BUILDING
KAMSAS CITY, 1ISSOURI
IARCH 21, 1936

. al Bureau of glnﬁezﬁga:twi: | ?L
v

o~ -
e

' Director
_ Federal Bureau of Investigation
- _ Washington, D.C. -
\\“} Deer Sir:

Peference is nade to letter from this office gated

7 j')' February 16, 1936, with peference to information supp}ied by

')j Ue Se Hedical Centgpf Springfield,
issouri, relative to *ecurities stolen in several™ganl robberies
which he is supposed to hendle for some members of the Urschel -

Zidraping zang, guoted below is o memorandum subtmitted by Special

Agent“ with reference to a further interview with

" On karch 20, 1936 Agen* again contacted

?at the Te Se _‘edlcal Cenver, Spr:.rgf.v.eld, lassouris After
mne questioning furnished the following informe.tion:

Rk L e

" He stated thet the member of the Urschel fidnanirg
gang wno had coftacted-him-at Alcetraz relative to the disposal
of the stolenpbonds wras Batesa “e;gre Christmss, ,”1995‘,’*(1111'111,,\__\
the month of December, Bates vrote toXlaska by mail in Denveres

stated that in the letter to laska his, , neme vms
nov mentioned, but laska was told that he would be released late
in April or early in lay and that he could recognize-by
the deformed thumb on his right hande.

" said that neé not been accurate in naming the
two tovms 1n lexas where the YWflences" were located. With the
bonds ir his possession he was to contact d= _Tort Jorth the firm
of lawyers,Niays end :ays, cr one at Eastland,
Texase In the event that there was difficulty in disposing of the
bonds through these attorneys, he was to proceed to Los Angeles,
California, and there get in tougn with a lawver by the name of
(spelling furnis!
obtailn the sddress of i is now
serving a twelve-year tora a
to learn the address of persons formerly essociasved with

m the disposal of "hot" securities in geiiformiws————1: -

-'i?ORDED & INDEXED AN | "7_ / I s /r_j*i? (\,

" further stated that whi le’Bates—-a:nd“B 3
together in this matter, he had never talked with Beile regarding

it. He believes this plan for the disposel of "ha,;b as,};e;,xpg
" mop;pcSariied on unlmovm to Lac‘*me-uun helly. Py
:‘-‘;»‘" 3 D2ETROTED S
1 N v g
L—»J.u_.l’ S g 1368 %0 ' AP“ ‘ ‘:VU i\\'s 4
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ow ’v&s told that the Kansas City office is endeavor-
- -ing to ascertain whether or not there are rewards offered in
this matters He stated that he would be willing to go through
with the plan for the disposal of the bonds, and would cooperate
with the Bureau in every respecte He said he had not thought
of what compensetion he would ask in the event that there should
-~  be no reward, but wented © e ALeasonable in the matter. He
seems fairly certain thapy/th&fAmerican Bankers Association has
offered or will offer afreward, -
n

Agent made no offers or promises of any nature ‘co"’

Very truly yours

Ve A. SHMITH
SPZCIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

YIAS

cc - Oklaroma City
ElPeso
Dallas

San Antonio

e Al Blo
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+~ JOHN EDGAR HOOVER : O o
DIRECTOR i W~
,,aﬂ' 3

Jiederal Bureau of Inbestigation

. . Bepartment of Justice

- b7(/ Hashington, B. d. ~

Merch 27, 1936.

v/‘){' &/
. 4 .
. »\
MEMORANDUM FQR MR. TOLSON ”/)7 o
‘

Re: Rex‘Collier's Strip on the Urschel Case

3]

v p

Numbers 55 to 60, inclusive, of Mr. Collier's strip on the
Urschel case have been reviewed in this sectlon, and the following i
suggestions are made: e

Number 55 —- No suggestions.

Number 56, Sceme 1 — It is suggested that Inspector Woodrow's
stetement beginning in line 4 be revised to avoid any possible implica- R
tion of threats if Shannon did not tell the truth. It is suggested that v’/,l\
it be changed to.read: "Tell us the truth, Shannon ~— all you know
about the kidnaping of Mr. Urschel."

Scene 4 — Kathryn Kelly was Armon Shannon's step- 9499(/’
eister, and it is suggested that.this be changed accordingly.

.

Number 57, Scéng 1 — I zm unzble to verify Mrs. Shanmon's v//
statement from the file. However, it does not appear to be objectionable.

Scenes 3 and 4 — In view of the fact that the
persons arrested during the raids on the Shannon premises were taken
to the Dallas Bureau Office, where they made complete- statements, with
the exception, of course, of Harvey Bailey, it is suggested that this é EE
scene be changed to avoid any impression that might be gained from the
wording to the effect that all the prisoners were to be taken to
Okxlahoma City.

Number 58, Scene 1 — It is suggested that the name of the
Dallas Office be substituted for that of the Oklahoma City Office, in a1£z;
line with the suggestions under number 57. While the conversation [
appearing herein does not appear in the file, it is not believed to be
objegtlonable.

Scene 4 - In view of the fact that the first
information regarding the apprehension of Albert Bates in Denver was \
secured by Agents through the Fort Worth Police Department on August
14, 1933, it is suggested that the Director's telephone conversation

w1th Inspector Woodrow be revised accordingly. | [
% ¢ED RECORDEUD - 7 //3 il /fé_/ ’

i’ DESTRO. & _ TR

al COPIES - !

\ P ;o o int A7 13&5 m _ MAF 27 1936 f
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Memo for Mr. Tolson

-2- | 3/21/36

Number 59 — No suggestions.

‘Number 60, Scenes_3 and 4 — It is suggested thet a refererce

to the Chief of Police of Ardmore, Oklahoma, might be advisable in th
--interest of proper recognition and cooperation. /f’%/(

"
Respectfully, . 4

) K. E. sept.




. :nﬂjfﬁojtlsted bucket of water and teken a arink, 'Urécii.l 18 o -

I, Half-strip soene showing, in foreground, Uraoheljand Inspeofc'irf’
Woodrow at well, Urschel has handle-less tin eup in hand, having

"Yes,sir, Inspeotor, this s the kiduspers' well.That minerel tastes
I Temember 1% distinotly!"™ In badground show several agentg ma,. o

, onrring A.rmon Shazmon near house. Insert wording: Uraohel. ascome -

panying a_gents on their raid of the sesond ndeont of thq xa-
napers, reminisces-- o ‘

IXX, Scene showing Ursehel direeting Inspestor's attention to
or¥askéd mirror in bedroom where he was held Irisocner. 'Ursehpi is .,
saying: "I saw that orask when I shaved,that last dey in eaptivity®..

IV, Soene in same room, with agent entering and displaying chain
with which Ursehel had been bound. Ursshel is telling Immoro ‘

"It's the chain I was bownd with, all rightl" Agent with chad.n is
seying: "We found 4t in the shed".
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Urnohel llo 06
Sub-Title: 4 "Dosporado" Talks.

I, xaw ha.lf-striy saone showing Urochel, . Inspoctor Wc;och'ow and

- 3m¥® soveral agguts cueotioning Armon Shamon, vho, s®ll hand-

ocuffed, 4o oeated in a chalr 32 in room , with 2ri; chtonod look
on his foce. Inspector Lo saying: mig woamt the truth from you, a”/
Shampon., Tell uc cevorything you Imow nbout the Xidnoping of
¥r,Urochel!™ ' .

Ingert wording: Inspoctor Woodrow of the F.B.l. questions a
cowvering prisoncy--~ -
II3. Cloper viow of Shanmon and Incpod$or loolrow. Sharmon is
oeying: "l waen't in on the actusl I::lﬂnnning,lnspector. I sust
cusxded him. The veal kidnapers nade nel"

IV, Close-up of Shamon and possibly part of Inspeator in foroe

cround, Ingpootor i1s oeying: “And who were the reJ. idanoperoa?n
Shremon replies: “Machine Gun Kelly-ho's EWAMBW. Eathryn's,
Imeband- and Albart Bates!®

i




Urschel Ho,5%
) Sub-Title: A Profitable Round-Up.

I. Kalr-strip socene showing Inaspeoctor Woodrow, Ursshel and a.gents
arriving bask at "Boss" Shammon'e plaee, where "Boss" Shannon,
Harvey Bafley and Mrs, "Boss"(R.G.) Sharmon are 'being guarded 'by
other sgents. Mrs.Shannon is shouting to Armon Shannon: “Don't _
tell-'en a thing, Armon!" Inspector replies: "He's t0ld quite
a bit, alrea

Insert wording: Armon Shannon ireriminabed his parents, his step-
sister, Kathryn ﬁeny. end Earvey Bailey, besides the aotuel kid-
napers of Ursehel- Mashine Gun Kelly and Albert Bates.

III IV, Half str!.p seene showing agents putting their prisousrs
into autonoblles urder cover of guns, Inspeetor Woodrow, in fore-

ALl
ground, is telling Ursehel: "We'll mrry Yes: to Gllehema @8ty ané .-

then{try to eateh up with Kelly and Bates!™




-

Uroshel Ho.88
Sub~Iitle: Hows From Wasldnzton

1, Half-gtrip coens showing Balloy, hand-euffed, in oystody of threo

' agenta tho have trought hin before Inspoctor Woodrow ob hic office
in 2 ’ . Ingpector is aaying: "Dalley, you've got a bad

" hatdt of lwosking jafl.Dalles olaims to hove one that 1o omsape-

pro;r. You're going there!" Balley ropltes: "Esespe-proof, ch?"
Insert vording: FHorvey Balley, motorious bank robber, Jalil

breaker and Urpshel iddnaping gangster, returns o Jall--

III, Scené chowing Inspootor Woodrow at desk, telephoning. e

15 caying: "--and we've got the Sharmons en@ Belley im Jeil, But
Kelly and Batoes m gone before we rald.ed‘the bideouts,Ofhics, "
IV. Close-up of Hoover ab tolophone, saying: "Good work, Woodrow,
and_don't worry about_Albert Bates-the Deuver pollee just picked

¢

hin up on a minor oharge. He hald $660 of Ursohel's rausom on ini"

Insert wording: At Vashington-
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Ursohel HO. 590
‘ Sub-Title: An "Impossible” Rscape.

I, Scene chowing Harvey Balley behind bars of cell. He is saying
to a guard:"Pell Mavion; the night jailer,I waut to see Wm.It's

1m1;6rtfé;nt!" Guard answers: "0.K,, Bailley".

Insert wording: Harvey Bé.iloy,held in the "escagpe-proof™ -
Dellas County jedil for the Ursehel kidnaping,has e plan--
II. Insert in vertiecal panel: Meanwhile the G-men intensify
the lmnt for the lest of the gang- Maoohine Gun Kelly,

Then ‘scene. showing agent with machine gun on lap, sested
in ¢hair in upsta.tré room and watehing through parfy-curtained
vindow a vacant house across the s treet, Insert: Kelly's old
haunts wore plased under curveillance.

III. Scene showing Inspector Woodrow in office, giving in-

structions to two agents. He 15 saying: "Chcek those uniter-

worli resorts. A little pressure nsy helpe-Walt o mirutec-the
phone! "

IV. Scene chowing close-up of Inspector Woodrow, with look
of surprise, at phone., He 1s sgying: "What's that? It een't
be true! Bailey-~you say he just esscaped?f"



) : Urschel Ho, 60
Sub-Title: Batley Is Recapturod.

I, In Openine Fanel Insert: Harvey Belley, held for the' Urschel
kidnaping, has escaped from the "essape~proof"” Dsallas jall--

Then scene showing Inspector Woodrow at phone, several agents
standing at his desk awaiting orders, guns in hand, Inspector is
aasiz?;?' Rgr'lﬁ most likely head for the Oklshoma hills, where his
friends are. Ask police to blook all roeds?" Exspratae-Wanirowst
Insexrt woraing: Inspector Woodrow of the F¢B.I. directs the chase.
11, Sgeene showing Ihspector Woodrow and two or three agents inside .
att-mobile, through windshield of whieh, in distance, ean be seen
several o=xs and. g'oup of men in middle of road shead. Inzpector,
ceated beside driver, is saying: "Slow down- look's like = wreck

ahead",

III-IV. Helf strip scene showlng oar overturned in diteh, other
cars- one vith "Folice” printed on it- pariced nesrhy. Balley, .
hond-cuffed, is staniing in road, guarded by several policemen in
uniform, vhile Inspestor Woodrow and his agents have 'J'ust come
on the scene. XrepeEckorzimmt Police Chief 1s saying to Inspector
Woodrow: "Here's yowr man, Inspestor. We chased him through Ard-
more and into the diteh." Inspeector soys: "Fine work, Chief.
Come on, Bailey, you're going direct to Oklahoma City this time!"
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

£

Y THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT omom CITY, OKLA.

FILENO. 7=7=

({__ REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY

\ DALLAS, TEXAS 3/25/36 3/20/36 ]

‘/ Tme CHARACTER OF CASE

‘ GEORGE KEI.bY%ARI\'ES, with aliases; ET AL

CHARLES F, URSCHEL = Victim, KIDNAPING

J £ : ;
{ | SYNoPsis OF FaCTs: information of value received from{jj§ J/ o -
: Dallas; Texas, =~ ( : R
H iregarding alleged statement that one i’. A ' !

Long (decd), Attorney, roceived $28,000, of
Transom money,

RUC

REFERENCE Bureau letter dated February 20, 1936.
IETAILS:

This.investigation is predicated upon informat telephonical-
ly furnished the Dallas Office February 8, 1936, by one
b Dallss, Texas, to the effect that he overheard a conversa-

tion in a barbder shop that A. A. Long, Attorney, deceased, received $28,000,
of the Urschel ransom mouey.

The writer went to{ P v ore he was advised by
mﬂmt her husband is working somewhere in Dallas; that he
8 o house canvasser, buying old géld end other trinkets, and would
not return home until about 7:00 p. m,

Agent then proceeded to Ervay and Jackson Streets, Dalles, where

*had advised he overheard this conversation, A ten and fifteen
cant barber shop is located at this address, and is owned and operated d

, who works on the secopd chair of this barber shop,
was interviewed, and he stated that soon after Tomf\ianion vas released from-the —-

others were talking ebout the Urschel case, and lanion stated that he believed -
some of the higher-ups received some of the Urschel ransom money. lanion seemed
somewbat disgruntled about serving in ths Penitentiary, and he, daid

APPROVED AND

Penitentiary he was in the barber shop for & hair cut; that Manion end several |

FORWARDED: s"‘“;mz DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
@‘T& Qe 71 7/5 7 L] "mssum
IB‘OFTHIS REPORT ! - 1 -
3 Bursau S B oKl a1 ?Q?j
2 Okla, city R ) :‘\)L')i‘géi.{ ‘ A ll b—ZC/ p\ ae - ‘ - ‘~
2 Dallas SURTT e b 1550 :
- i/

= ]
U. 5. SOVERXNEINT PRINTING OFFICE 7—203¢ .




not pay particular attention to the conversation as about all thay -
‘talked of had been published in the papers. He stated that no speci-

-- fied amount of ransom money was mentioned, and that they did not give
the name of any person who might have possession of the money.

' stated that if they had talked about anything of

value to the Government he would have reported same, stating that he
“Trecently heard a man talking about selling a car which he believed

was stolen; that he immediately called the Police, and this man was

apprehended and the car found to have been stolen in another State;

that this man was tried in Federal Court and sent to the Penitentiary;

that he believes it is the duty of any citizen to report any law viola-

tions, ) ) .

Inasmch asE P eppears to bve reliavle, and

. 8tated that the conversation between Manion and the other people in

the barber shop, whom he does not remsmber, did not mention anything

new in the case, and the conversation was confined to newspaper articles,
it {8 believed that no new evidence can be obtained from this source. -

REFERRED-UPON -COMPLETION -TO--THE e

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

All bic
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Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT oklahoma 01ty’ Oklao FILE NO. 74.72
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY -
. . A - . . . - WHICH MADE
\ | Oklehoma City,. Okla. 3-25-36 -2¢-3 D
. .l TME CHARACTER OF CASE !
] L :
/| MRS. MOLLIE O. BERT, with aliases Per jury ,
= - i3
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ~.? ) % ’ .
. ) ~ : ‘é:_ e ~.
Mrs. Bert is due to be arraigned whan;tﬁg‘_“néxéz g:'f,j o
ey - arraignment list is called in Fsderal'Courtiel . S5/ X7
o Oklahoma City., Trial date has not been 88te™ S i~ ,;’J\'/
- | Y
- ' ) P. 3

R REFERENCE: Report of Special igent (D
N Al

Oklehoma City, Okle,.,, 1-2-36,

Q
o '-‘ N . DETAILS: | b—I(/

o Examination of the dockets end arraignment lists in the office

et of_the Clerk_of __the United States District Clerk and that of the United

. States Attorney, Oklahoma City, revealed that Mrs: Bert's neame-appeers-on—— ——- —
the next arraigmment list, and that she will probebly be arreigned when that :

arraigoment list is calleds No trial dete has yet been sete

UNDEVELOPED LEAD:

AN OKLAEOMA CITY OFFICE will follow this matter and report arraignment,
plea and further Court disposition of this matters

PENDING.,

APPROVED AN - IAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
y@éﬂj i CHARG

7 775 TIR23 weas
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Denver :
- U.S. Atty. Okla. City L
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O gﬁ'éheral ‘?iureau of Infrest?
H. 8. Bepartment of Justice

722 Midland Savings Bldg.,
Denver, Colo.
March % 1038

.

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C. _

o
Re: GEORGE KELLY BARNES with aliases,
et al
CHARLES F. URSCHEL Victim
Kidnaping

ere are enclosed herewith articles from themr
Post, Degybr, Colorado, dated March 27, 1936, covering in de-
tail thefdecision handed down yestbrday by the Tenth Circuit
Court of_Appeals concerning Ben Bflaska. These newspaper arte-
icles correctly cover the Court's decision.

I have attempted to.obtain a copy of the Court's de-~

cision but find through inquiry from the Clerk, Circuit Court

of Appeals here, that only one copy is available in the City of
Denver, which he declined to release to me, but advised he is
having copies printed and one should be available by Monday or
Tuesdey, March 30th or 3lst, at which time I shall immediately
forward three copies to the Bureau.

Very truly yours,

B Y e

RDB? ‘) Special Agent in Charge
\ Enc L3

AIRMAIL

= ]X?
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f“Umtecr States circuit sourt in's lenwy opinioﬁ directed against
::Ben B I.aska Denver attorney, -who appea.led his ten-year
- prison sentence, imposed on charges of conspn‘acy g'rowmg out.
- of the kidnaping of Charles F. Urschel Oklahoma, oil millionare.
Laska, shown here, announced he would appeal to. ‘the .United
States supreme court at once. He, fra.nkly, had not expected the
'cxrcuxt court’s fmdmgs and took the blow hke a. ‘man stunned.-

“Verdict Affifme |, Friaey dtme.

DENVER AN

15 STUNNED
BY DECISION

Attorney W|II Take
'Plea to nghest
Trlbunal

: (By JACK CABBﬁRm‘

senténce of Ben B. Tlaska; well
known -criminal - attorney, for

|conspiracy in connection with

the kidnaping of Charles F. Ur-

echel, Oklahoma oil millionaire, was
vpheld Friday by the tenth United
States circuit court of ;ppeals, sitting
in Denver.

Laska wag attorney for Albert L.
Bates, one of the Urschel kidnapers.

He -was found guilty in the United
States district court at ‘Oklahoma
City of having accepted a fee of $10.- i
000 of. the $80,000 which  Bates. re-§
ceived as his ahue ot the 5200 008 |
ransom,

The opin!on, written by Circuit
Judge. George T. McDermott of To-
peka, Kan,, and concurred in-by his
two fellow jurists, Tircuit Judge Sam !
Bratton of Albuquerque, ‘N.- M., aud-
United States District JudgeT.Blake':
Kennédy of Cheyenne,: :\Wyo., was, in i
the opinion of. lawyers, -ohe ‘of. the’
moset. remariable -documents: 'ever;

) filed'{n the federal courts.

Tt-upheld the - fustice of ‘nof, dnly

[{he federal antikidnaping act, knirwn |

Lés the Lindtergh law, but the ntore
recently passed measure in whidh it
becomss a crime to take, for any pur-

[ | pose, moneyuzéed as ransom. -

—The—conviction—and - ten:year ——
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%ASKA PLANS APPEAL
/0 U. &. SUPREME COURT. - -
. Laska wa$ InTornred of the court's

Opinion at his home, 1164 Cook street.
He appeared -like o man struck a
amighty physleal blow. .
.. He. cried out: “Oh, God, oh, God,
t cAn’tbslieve jt—it can't be trye.*

L Later, after he was calmed by

‘members of his family and his attor. .

-neys, Ralph L. Carr and .Jean S.
‘Breftenstein, who handled his appeal

i
H

‘before the circuit court, he an-’

nouficed he would appeal the finding
to thé United States supreme court.

Under the usual court practice, the
mandate for Laska's arrest and exe-
‘cution - of sentence will not come

down from the circuit court.for ten ;

days. In this period he may ask for
a-rehearing or file his notice of ap-
peal. ’

said.

The court, in its opihion, said:
“Appellant’s (Laekd's) guilt or in.
(Turn lo‘Page-f..—Col. 1.)

- “We. yill‘positively‘appeal." Laska™
I .




PRSP el el : Cadkneni et

TO U. S. CIRCUIT COURI

Ll me.

JURISTS RULE ATTORNEY MUST

" SERVE TERM ON

RANSOM CHARGE

Denver Man Stunned-by Decision and Says He Will
"~ Take Case to-Highest Tribunal; Judges
7%, Rap \awyers Who Accept Loot.

.S

(Continued From P:\ge One.)
nocence turns ‘upon a piwre question
of credibility. That questi'on was de-
termined by a jury after a\ fair and

discussed by the bar -associations of
the nation and by jurists everywhere
in recent years. 1It, therefore, is a
decision awaited by lawyers not only
where Laska_is _personally._known,.

careful trial”

The court, in this passage, veferred
to the testimony against Latka hy
Clara Feldman. wife of Bates, and
her son, Edward Feldman.

The two testified thaet they had
paid Laska £10,000 in ransom money
and told how he had counseled -with
them as to the best methods of dis-
posing of the remaining $80.000 in;
bills, which had been Bates’ share «of
the ransom.

So the circuit court found  that
when the jury believed these wit-
nesses, the fairness of-Laska's trial
was a settled matter.

But arriving at this conclusion the
court took occasion, in the ' most
forceful of language, to speak its
thoughts relative to lawyers who, in
league with criminals, -accept loot as
fees.

“We know,” said the court, *that
Jawvers do exist who work hand in
hand with criminals.and share their
loot. - .

“The revolting narrative here told |-

(the story of Laska's participation in
the .case) is not inherently incredible.
“No lawyer has the right of- abat-

ing Fpprehension of those who are[

wani{pd by the authorities either as
witngsses or defendants, nor does a
Jawysr have the right to accept stolen
proplrty, or, what is worse, ransom,
money in payment of a fee."
Thig-phase of the decision has been,

‘but everywhere.

The court continued:

“The privilege to practice law is
not a license to steal.

“Membership 4in the bar does not
mitigate a crime—it' aggravates it.”

verbiage. It recounts the e&t!{f story |
of the Urschel kidnaping, & natidnal
sensation at the time. It speaks Ofi
Bates’ arrest in Denver at great|
length, and ‘of the newspaper com-!
ment upon it at the time. !

Then the decision goks into Laska's :
trial. Point by point, it takes up the
allegations made in Laska’s appeal. :
These included the sufficiency of. the
indictment, a pea of abatement and
cther legal phases of the case.

It concludes by saying that, at
Laska's trial “the facts were thoroly
and fairly explored.”

The Laska case has been high)
sensational from its inception.

So secretly had the federal g
emment moved in preparing its ¢
and obtaining his indictment in O"
homa City that there had been
the slightest whisper_about_the
ter until department of justice a-
swooped down on his office on
17, 1934, had Laska arraigner
jaiied him after he failed to
$50,000 bond.

The court then went into another
phase of the same subject, sa)'ing:'

“The consptracy (the Urschel kid-;
naping) begins with the plan to ab-’
duct and ends wnen the ransom'
lmoney is changed into wunmarked!
money. But the conspiracy con-
tinues until the -object is attained.

¢'By entering an active conspiracy,|
Lagka became 8 member of it. The!'
effort to chauge the marked money
(the testimonty of the Feldmans at
‘Laska's trial) was an essential part
«of the conspiracy. And that etffort
thad neither suxcceeded nor been aban-
s«doned when Laska entered the
rscene.

“If Laska dild' as (Edward) Feld-
iman testified tend the jury so tound.;
it is a quibble to talk about his not

nowing what he was doing. H

“If- he did tihese.things, he delib-

erately entered as black a conspiracy;

k‘pay: the penalty:”
And then the court said:

F-coknspiracy'. including

the conspiracy.”
Much of the opinion is free of legal

day

as was ever hatiched and he ought .t .were convigted. The parents of Mrs. |

|’ Kelly were foiind guilty, too.
A It was chiefly on the story of Mrs.
“The evidence conclusively HM?& 1 y

many overt acts in pursuance of th th dman and Edward Feldmanhhat
eight afted ¢

Laska was alleged to have entered.

L?ska succeeded in gettingr

o h ) T —r
bont cut to $18,000 on the following

and obtained his rclease,

OY.the five persons jotintly indicted,
Laska was the only ome ordered to
prison,

Mrs. Feldman; her sion, Edward,
and her brother-in-law, Alvin Scott.
all of whom pleaded guilty and
turned state's evidence, were freed
on probation.

James C. Mathers, & young Okla-
ho.. a City, Okla., attorney, whro was
cocounsel in the Bates trial and was
alleged to have received $2,000 of the
Urschel ransom money, was freed on
& djrected. verdict. .

Bates had been convicted previous-
ly and sentenced to life imprisonment
for the actual kidnaping. George
(Machine Gun) Kelly, another mem-
ber of. the kidnap gang, and bis pret-
ty red;headed wife, Katherine) also.

e government obtained its convic-
on of Laska.
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ka_became attorney for Bates
shortly after Bates' arrest here on
Aug.. 13, 1933, and before it was dis-
covered Eates was one of the men
who kidnaped Urschel, oil million-
aire, and extorted $200,000 from him.

Mrs. Feldman and Feldman told
the story that' Bates had brought
$90,000 of the ransom money to Den-
ver with him. From this they paid
Laska a total of $10,000, they said.

Of the rest $75,000 was buried for
& yeal near Laramie, Wyo.

They said that Laska was paid $8,-
000 at his home in Denver., He had
asked for $10,000. according to the
story, but Mrs. Feldman made a mis-
take in counting out the money and
paid only $8,000.

The other $2,000, Feldman related,
was paid to Laska in Oklahoma City
on,Sept. 16, 1933, when the Bates
tritjl opened there,

had threatened her life if she did not
follow his instructions.

Laska's case came to trial in June,
1935, .

His defense was that he received
money from the Feldmans as a fee
and that it was not ransom money.

He introduced Mollie O. Edison, a'
young Denver attorney, who had
been associated with him, as a wit-
ness in his own behalf to show that
the money paid him was not in the
denominations of the ransom bills.
ATTORNEY EDISON
ACCUSED OF PERJURY.

The jury returned a verdict of
guilty against Laska on June 14, 1935.

Immediately afterward Attorney

Mrs Feldman and Feldman testi-
fie(] Laska had instructed them on
Low to pass the ransom money, and
Mrs. Feldman insisted that Laska

Edison was held for perjury as a re-
sult of her testimony.
An indictment was returned agajnst

government ggents made extensive
search of his home ang h{s office, as
well as a bank deptgsit vault, but
never uncovered any ransom bills in
Laska's possession, and never traced
any of the’ bills he was alleged to
have been given, .

ker.last-Nov.-30,-and-her trial-isT(itin

pending. . '
Laska {immediately appealed ;his:

case to the circuit court. i !

At the time of Laska's arrest:
i




| O . ¢) -

M. PTYTIDRNCT
demes liises dasinl Vaio

Tenver, Colo.
Yerch 27, 1938

o | BenB.Laska

- DecidesAzainst - \
l

LAWYERS WHO TAKE |
LOOT AS FEE SCORED
*;1, IN RULING ON LAsKA

: (By BERT HANNA.)
'I'he opinion handed down Friday by the tenth United’ States
circuit court of appeals upholding the conviction and ten-year
- prison sentence of Attorney Ben B. Laska on charges of conspiracy

_in_connection with.the-Urschel kidnaping -is-considered by-lawyers

to be one of the most remdrkable in the history of federal courts.

The opinion was written by Unit- [ which Laska was convicted, holding
ed Stateg Circuit Judge George T.|that a conspiracy to kidnap does n
McDermott of Topeka, Kan. end with the arrest of the principals'

McDermott directed a scathing at-| but ends only when ransom money (g
teck egainst kidnaping and any act exchanged for unmarked money. IF
| which -aids -or abets a kidnaping plot.| ‘The court ‘reviews the Urschel ki
1He ggve 'a new interpretation to the naping, "Laska’s alleged part in the
Lindbergh.anti-kidnaping:law ~under {Turn to Page 5~=Col. 1.}

GEORGE T. M'DERMOTT,

Judge of the tenth United States

. .circuit court of appeals of Denver,
who ‘wrote the opinion handed
down Friday upho]ding the convic-
tion of Ben B. L{lska, Denver at-
torney, on charggds of conspiracy |

- in connection “l}l the kidnaping |
of Charles F. Ugschel. The two !
other judges “ho heard the casc

concurred.
i L~
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RULING CALLED

- SENSATION

APPEAL COURT HITS ATTORNEYS
WHO ACCEPT LOOT FCR SERVICES

Membership in Bar Does Not Mitigate Crime hut
Aggravates It, Say Jurists; Lindbergh Law [
Given New Interpretation.

(Continuwed From Page One.)

plot and every shred of evidence pro-
duced-against-the-attorney:——~—-—-

Highlights of the opinion follow:

“Ben Lacka, an active practitioner
at the bar, was convicted of conspir-
acy to violate the statute prohibiting
the transportation in interstate com-
merce of a kidnapned person,
URSCHFEI. TAKEY FROM
OKLAHOMA CITY HOME,

“Suffice here to say that on the
night of July 22, 19233, George Kelly
and Albert Bates, armed with a ma-
chine gun and a revolver, interrunted
& bridge game at the Urschel home in
Oklahoma City, ahducted him and
carried him to the Shannon farm in
Texas and there they held him.
chained and blindfolded, until July
31. On July 30 Kelly collected $200,000
ransom in $§20 bills, the numbers of
which were kept ...

“The charge against Laska is that
he entered the conspiracy after Aug.
15 and that the part he plaved was
in aiding Mrs. Bates and her son,
Edward Feldman, to change the
marked money into good money, and
in accepting ransom money, knowing
it to be such, in exchange for his
legal services.

“The evidence conclusively proved
a conspirgcy to-kidnap Urschel and
hold him -for ransom, to conceal the
ransom morey and to exchange it for
good money or other things of value.
The evidence conclusively proved
many overt acts in pursuance of the
conspiracy, including eight after
Laska weas alleged to have entered
the conspiracy. It is not disp
that a crf onspiracy was

.formed and had, been partially ac-

complished when the indictment was
returned.

~——*There-can-be; then; but-one- 15@9:

'

i

DECLARES ONLY ONE
ISSUE 1S PRESENTED. ®

Did Laska, knowing of the conspir-
acy, enter it? It is not necessary
that he know all the members or the
part cach played or was to play. The
gist of the offense is the conspiracy;
while an overt act by some member
must be alleged and proved before
the comspiracvy becomes a criminal
cffense, it necd not appear that each
conspirator performed any overt act,
or that the overt act be criminal.
“The Sufficiency of the Evidence—
The principal error assigned is that
the trial court should have directed
a verdict of acquittal.
" “If the testimony of Feldman and
Mrs. Bates is true, there can be no
doubt a crime was committed. It is
said that the chief witnesses for the
government, having confessed com-
plicity in the offense, were not wor-,
thy of belief. Notwithstanding the.
court’s careful charge that accomplice
testimony must be received with
great caution, twelve qualified jurors
accepted their version and rejected ;
Laska's. The trial court approved.|
In a sense, it is incredible that any
lawyer would accept blood money in
compensation for his service as an
officer of the court, to say nothing
of actively aiding in the accomplish-
ment of this nefarious conspiracy.
Yet we know that lawyers do egist
who band with criminals and share
their loot. The revolting narrafive
here told is not inherently incredible,
and this court is without power, eren |
should it be so disposed, to inter: ere |
h the jury's decision on this issue]
©of credibility.

. LAWYERS HAVE NO RIGHT
TO ACCEPT STOLEN LOOT.

“It is argued: that to defend a
crim'nal is not to aid him in ‘e chp-
lng";netecuon, apprehension, trial {ind
punifshment.’ A proper defense does
not./ Even as vicious criminals' as
Batés and Kelly are entitled to cJun-
gel whose function is to see that all
the pertinent facts are brought to

. the attention of the jury in a fair
trial. But no lawyer, in any case,
has the right to suggest means of
evading apprehension to those who
are wanted by the authorities either
as witnesses or as defendants. Nor
does a lawyer have the right to ac-
cept stolen property, or, what is

a fee. It need not be said that a,
lawyer has no right to aid in con- !
~ cealing the loot of criminals or fo'
- assist them in disposing of it. The!

privilege to practice law is not a
. license to steal. Membership in ‘the

bar does not mitigate a crime; it ag-
gravates it. ...

“The object of the ordinary con-
spiracy to kidnap is to possess un-
marked money which can be spent.
The conspiracy begins with the plan
to abduct and ends when the ransom
mcney is changed into unmarked
money.

“When Laska entered the conspir-
acy, efforts to change the ransom
money were still going on. Laska
alded in-that effort in two ways, first
by accepting it for his services which
in itself is an exchange of the money |
for a thing of value, and which nor-
mally would result in Laska's expen-
diture of it; and, second, by counsel-
ing Feldman and Mrs. Bates how to
exchange it for good money. By thus
entering an active conspiracy, Laskd
became a member of it.

“The sentence imposed uppn Laska .
was within the limits imposed by the!
statute. !

“There was no proof of a formal'
agreement between Laska and his;
fellow conspirators. Nor need there '
be. q::\spirators do not reduce their;
. agreenjents to writing, and seldon
i 1s the%: evidence available of théir

conferpnces. Proof of a commfin
' underftanding may be, and neafly
“always is, adduced from circum-
stances.

worse, ransom.money, in_payment_of___
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FENCES NECESSARY _____
FOR THIEVERY.

“The—arorage man knows that
ransom money is8 generally marked
money, and that it is a part of the
_originalsplan to change it for un-

“marked money or things of value. If

there were no fences there would be
little thievery. The jury had a right
to believe that Laska, a lawyer with
long experience in the criminal
courts, knew as much as the average
man about crime and criminals. If
Laska did as Feldman testilies;] d
the jury so {ound, it is a quibble to
talk about him not knowing what

he was doing. If he did these things

he deliberately entered as black a

conspiracy as was ever hatched, and
| he ought to pay the penalty.

': "Theflrlal court rightly denled the
" motionifor an instructed verdlct,

! “Trial-Errors Assigned—Was Lhska
- accorddd a fair trial? A careful fead-
ing of the record has persuaded leach

: member of this court that a fairttrial

.was had. The facts were thoroly

| and fairly explored; the exceptions

charge were inconsequential ‘and un-
founded. ...

“The Plea in Abatement. Laska
verified a plea in abatement in which
he alleged that no witness testified
before the grand jury to facts set out
in the indictment. Laska could not
have personal knowledge of the facts
50 positively verified, for he was not
in the grand jury room.

Isays POST CARRIED
'DETAILS OF CASE.

“No! one asserts, even now, that
Luaska was connected with the crime
before the ransom was paid. The
plea here is frivolous.

"taken at the trial to. the court's.

—-“Thé—Newspapers-—Certain—pages
‘of THE DENVER POST, widely cir-
culated in Denver, were introduced
i to bring home to Laska notice that
i Bates was charged with the Urschel
t kidnaping, and that ransom money
{ had been found on his person. These
I papers carried this information with
.| characteristic prominence. Bates
was Laska's client and. it is incred-
ible that Laska did not read them.
| *“The papers refer to other crimes
i that Bates was supposed to have
committed, and it is said that these

heard from the stand the story of his
kidnaping of Urschel and the inhu-
man treatment to which he was sub-
jected; the newspapers did not paint
him blacker than he was or than he
was portrayed by the witnesses.

i “In his address to the jury, counsel
for Laska argued that the Feldmans
testified falsely with the hope that
Jeniency would he extended them in
the matter of sentences on their plea
of guilt.

“Counsel had the right to argue
that the witnesses' testimony was in-
fluenced by their hope of reward, but
no right to'go outside the record to
speculate as to the reasons why sen-
tence had been deferred by the coyrt.

“Appellant's guilt or innocerce
turns Epon a pure question of credi-

bility. £ t question was determiged
by a Ju after a carefyl and fmir
trial. The judgment is therefore AF-
FIRMED," ]

references may have inflamed the'
jury as to Bates. But Bates was not ;
on trial, and besides, the jury had .
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CHARLES{LAPLAN alias CharlesfToplan, FOR WHOY WARRANTS HAD BEEN IS-
L - - . .

SUED, and CONSPIRACY; KIDNAPING.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

This subject matter awaiting dste to
be set in Federal Court, Chicago, Ill.,

to hear arguments on motion to quash ‘\\
ipdictment. g

- >

P. <

L REFERENCK: Report of Special igent ' A “ b7<’
™~ Ckicago, Illinois, dated 2/18/38. o
S
- DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, IILINOIS: g
HEEN a
= Agent conferred with Assistant United States Attor- 2
Vs ney A. Rredley EKben, who stated that a motion to quash the {ndict= =
B ment had been filed by attorneys repressating Subjest, snd thet =
e no date as yet has been set to hear arguments in connectimn with Z
this motion. However, Mr. Fben stated he felt sure that it would =
' be within the next thirty days. =

UNDEVELOPED LEAD:

The CHICAGO OFFICE: -

Attorney's Office in comnection with the prosecution of this case. '

RS

At Chicago, Illinois, will contact the United Statea

PENDING.

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
IN CHARGE
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Po Ve BOX 1489,
LITIL R0CK, AWAAILAS, e
_Kaicll 24, 1936, ¢)/
o /
Special Agent in Charge,
.- Kansas City, Hissouri.
} Dear Girs
s .
: _ Referencs is mnde to your letter of _
Hareh 16, 1936, addressed to the Dirwsotor and re-
~ lating certain information provided .by?
\ ) ‘un innate of the United Statas Medio nter,
- pringfield, MHiasouri. No information is in the poa-
B¢ seasion of this office ooncerning any bonds that
<t have boen atolen in robberiea in the State of Arkansas
N or that tha subjects of the Wrachel cess hed ocomaitted
" any pobbories {n the Htate of Arkansas, or were plann- =
3 ing to curmit such robberien, -
\\"\
Very truly yours,
i\__‘ i
N CHAPMON FLITCIR,
Spectial Agent in Charge.
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DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

US DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHN DC

GEORGE KELLY BARNES ETAL KIDNAPPING U S CIRCUI

APPEALS TENTH CIB

COURT OF
IT DENVER TODAY RENDEREDADECISION UPHOLDING

CONVICTION AND\SENTENCE ATTORNEY BENMQQkQSKA IN DISTRICT COURT
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¥r, Courtney Ryley Cooper,
1212 Pifth Avenus,
qu York clty.
Dear lbrleya

. I thought you aight be interested tc hou
thet the Tilted States Cirouit Court of Appeal.o for m K o
Tenth Circult, Denver, Colorado, on Friday re_pa’arq! a
decision upholding the conviction and sentence of - e E
Attorney Ben B. laska, '

Einserely,
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H S, zaepartmzntufzjm") - | Mr. Cofes ...

‘ | Blingon, 3.0 W
Varch 24, 1936. g
enh i
Time - 5:40 P.M. ‘ L e

FUY et enaans

\j}’ " I telephoned SAC Andersen at the Phoenix Office ing
% him as to the information in his personal possession as to the above
J -named person, the wife of Eddie,Doll.

, = .Mr. Andersen said that most of the informetion which he has
{» P . conceraing the reputation of this woman was furnished to him by Kethryn
! GKelly, wife of George Kelly, subject in Qrschel Kidnaping Case.
7 ‘Kathryn Kelly told Mr.\Andersen that &used to work in a
- call house. ‘

I asked Mr. Andersen what kind of a woman he would consider
this person. He said that while he could not state that she is
definitely the criminal type, she is the type who would ‘kmowingly
live off of the proceeds of criminsl activities. Mr. Andersen seaid
that the ohly time he ever talked with her was one time while Doll
was in jeil at Tampa, Floride; that during this interview, he_ gained .
the impression that this woman was just a "push over". She puts on
a good front and "is a simple maiden to talk to", but Mr. Andersen
seid that he has always had his doubts as to her sincerity. He said
that she denied having knowledge of Doll's criminal activities before
his arrest, but admitted to Mr. Andersen thatshe knows the Kellys, and
knew them before the Urschel Case.

l‘m OTTTY LIG) AU eOngT

05~/

¥r. Andersen said that he would not say that this woman is
a person of character, but is on the contrary, weak; that he would not
at all classify her as being a "decent® person, elthough she tried
to give the impression of being one. He said that she dresses very
neat, is a sort of a "baby talker", and appears to be a good cook.

She used to bring Doll's meals to him vhile he wgs.
— /15=19 ZL

Florida. mchDED % mmaxtp |
He said he does not believe was dumb enough, WIGATIO

believe that Doll was a narcotic sgent ng $700 per month, or that
he was a cattle buyer with a ranch in Texas. It i hB33fi's opinion
that she as a matter of factpﬁew what was going on all the time. e

ﬁ‘ oo ‘?.espectmgtgE OA o { __:_»'_.'..-'_.__..
,‘t . | “Q{A’VX&UB’{ﬂW 'Q,OS.? Qé@'

3/14,39 P. E. FOXWORT™. _. \“'

All b1C -




Federal Buremr of Inbestigution

- . 8, Bepurtment of Justice
1216 Smith Young Tower '
San Antonio, Texes. -

_ March 30, 1936. crs A
: o)
Director, GEORGE KELLY BARNES, w. a. et al;
__Federal Bureau of Investigation, CHARLES FLURSCHEL, Viectim
Washington, D. C. . Kidnaping

-Dear SirT:

.Referring to letter from the Kansas City office dated.
“March 16, 1936, quoting convict, U, S. Medical
Center, Springfield, Mo. regarding stolen bonds in the posses-

X - 8ion of one of the Urschel kidnapers.

If Bates, Bailey, or Kelly, Urschel kidnaping trio, told
informant @i at he claims they did and are willing to trust
him with any of their bonds they are not running true to fom.
There is no doubt but what these three individuals participated
in many bank robberies during the years immediately preceding their
conviction in the Urschel case. I believe the file in the Oklahama

TTCity offige will disclose that they were ed for robbery of a
bank at¥Blue Ridge, Texas, and also for axGolfax, Washington, bank
robbery, and were suspected of many other robberies, however, it is
not believed that they have any securities left that might have been
a part of any of these robberies as they had a ready market for their

securities and it is believed that they immediately turned them.

The files of the San Antonio office do not disclose any
record of any unrecovered bonds in any bank robbery participated in
by these individuals neither does the writer have any personal know-
ledge of any such robbery.

A BIC -

Gus"T. Jones, ’&d‘.
cc Kansas City Special .Agent #h|Charge. 5% 4 '
cc Oklahoma City APR 6 1,n . e ‘ : .
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.”-:;‘ Times lQ:OS' -k576:’
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Nzme: of Wash. Times tele.
){l ‘,A./’\

Stated she woz writing up thepUrschel case end
"wotta Story"; thut she had noticed that Al“redyBates
hzd been pluced in solitary confinement when apprehended
for the purpose of trying to make him confess where the

renson money hed been hidden; that she would like to

know if he did confess and if the Bureau recovered any’
morey on the strength of the confession. Sie requested

to be advised.
iir. Foxworth -advises that Bates did not cornfess
o the crime and did not indicate where the money hed
-been hidden arnd that to date $123,720 of the ransom
money has been recovered. cek
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{} Sederal Bureau of (Jnﬁeshr

;ﬁ. §h uﬂnwntufﬁmﬁwc
22 Midland Savings Bldg.
. Denver, Colo.

April 3, 1936

’/
Vo, Director,
d e Federal Bureau of Investigation,
) Weshington, D. C.
“"r . Re: GEORGE KELLY BARNES
/// with aliases -~ et al;
_ _ CHARLES F. URSCHEL -- Victim
LK KImapmve O
i

Reference is made to my letter, dated March 28, 1936,

-in which I advised the Bureau that I would forwerd as soon

as possible a copy of the decision of the Circuit Court of

_Appeals, this district, affirming the conviction of Ben B.
@;aska.

There is enclosed herewith one copy of a printer's proof
copy of this decision. I am advised by the Clerk of the Cir-

cuit Court.of Appeals, Denver, that additional copies _will be

avajilable within the next few days, at which time I shall
immediately forward at least three copies to the Buresu f