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5499 captioned Louia E. Lona®, wa Robert Ju
Frost, ITSMV. Conduct credit end crin inal check concerning
Lomazrs. This should be hondled in a mo, 8t discreet nonmérs -
If Lomar should be determined to be reiloted o or identicel’
with Lucius F. Lomaz, Jr., publisher of the Los Angeles
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

Oﬂice Mens, . 2AUM « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DATE: 2/8/56
’ Mr, Tolson . )
Tolson

FROM : L, B. Nichi fg J N::l:glsn
AL RTINSO AR e

SUBJECT" arsons
J N S L R

Tamm
DATE10-4-70_ BYsp-2 784 40, . Q} §§f.=emd ‘
Max Rabb, of the White House, called me on 2/7/56, to gﬁg}g:a?ﬁ
advise that Jim Hagerty had sent him a letter from Louis E, Lomax ¢ Gandy .
requesting an interview with the President along with a copy of a letter (9;’1_,,4; /< :
which Loomax sent to the Director, Max stated that he was inclined to see Lomadx
and he thought the time had come to make the point that the tactics of some ot }/} R T
of the Negro leaders were ill-advised, were dlienating support and were \%}2
uncalled for, Max then pointed out that he had been watching the developments
in connection with the exchange of correspondence with Dr. Howard which
the Director had; that he thought the Director had done a very fine job and that T~
it was high time somebody called Howard's hand and that he was inclined to j .
take the same line and really make it crystal clear that the irresponsible agit tlon
on the part of some of the Negro leaders was hurting their cause,

7\

t

- UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN /

Max then inquired about the Alabama case involving Autherine
‘ Lucy who got a court order forcing the University of Alabama to admit her, He
.} thought that this was scandalous and wondered if we were checking into this.
I told him that there was no violation of civil rights as yet, I then asked him if
he had any information as to what prompted Miss Lucy to suddenlyrdesire to go
to the University of Alabama; that it did seem sort of strange, based upon the
news story, that a 26 year old secretary should suddenly get the urge to enter
the University of Alabama in the middle of the year and that the question intrigued
me as to whether she was being paid to force this issue., Max stated that he did

not know that she was 26 anc'Le.f RE@%Eﬁhmcase then this was another agitational

stunt, SE-30- 4. 102926 -

rt

, I asked Max if h?e Qgggggeﬁgche sthieTeats of the A]Lbama Judge
(GeorgerWallace) who had threatened to hold FBI Agegt dn;, @@hten?pt if they made «
investigations in his district, He had not seen thls as yet. Max stated that he
thought the situation was very serious and that the.dssue sho’@lﬁﬁﬂgt be forced
because difficulties might result, I t#ld him that I was certain that his views were
sound on this point and there needed to be some pretty calm appaisal.of-the
increasing tensions that are dev ing:that are not helped by some of these
incidents. Max stated that thig/is why he had come to the conclusion he was going
to talk rather frankly to Louis~T.omax, the colored writer, and urge caution. Max
again commented on the Director's action in writing Dr,.  Howard and making his
Tetter public. "He thought this was a well timed thing and v well executed

Ace - Mr, Boa,rdman o (“} \(I"‘sé f
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O]ﬁce Memomnd%m_ + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
/ .
TO . Mr. Tolson Lo patE: 2/9/56

U

olson
FROM : L. B. Nicw cardma

Nichols
Belmont
(i) NHa;lbo
 SUBJECT: LOUIS E. LOMAX . )"‘:Z
_ [
/f / i Sizoo y
Winterrow
I called Max Rabb at the White House and referred to 1{1:_ Room
our conversation a couple of days ago pertaining to Lomax. I told Max g::}(g“a"

that we had done some further checking on Lomax and have now determined
that he at one time was a preacher in Valdosta, Gerogia; that he had been a 5; « i
complainant in a civil rights case back in 1947 wherein a police officer was V¥
alleged to have useitoo much force on a local Negro for which the Department ' \}
ruled did not constitute a civil rights violation; that we had also determined that . i

back in 1949 he had rented a car in Indiana, taken it to Chicago, was arrested T
in Chicago, tried in the State Court and subsequently convicted and paroled, «f: ):
9/28/54. 1 told Rabb that Lomax still reports to his Parole Officer and fhat the _° ‘§

Parole Officer had advised Lomax not to marry a white girl (Suzanne/ very) “ Yy
although there was some indication that the two were living together without N ‘\\
j the benefit of matrimony. oo by,

Max stated that he was not going to see Lomax but that he thought
under the circumstances we should go ahead and see him as we had originally -
planned. Max then stated that he had quite a session with Thurgood Marshall )
two days ago and told Marshall that he was very unhappy about this proposed
march on Washington and about the irresponsible manner in which several /
colored spokesmen were conducting themselves; that he told Marshall that he /
was very unhappy about the Dr. Howard incidents and that he was glad that the
Director slapped Howard down. Marshall told Rabb that he had no use for
Howard and nothing waquld please him more than to see Howard completely
crushed. Rabb cautioned Marshall about the conduct of their organization and
urged them to be more temperate and not to let themselves be used.

i

P

[HiA

At this point, I told Rabb that ¥arshall called and that he was
coming in today. Rabb stated that there is no question but that Marshall is
worried now about the so-called march on Washington.and that he thought we
ought to lay it on the line with Marshall. I told him that we, of course, would
see Marshall; that we also had to be a little on the discreet side and could not
start citing page, chapter and verse on the Communist infiltration and use of the

INAACP. Max stated that the fact that Marshall would turn around and call us,

cc - Mr. Boardman RECORDED~48 /77 1039?6 ‘\?
Mr. Rosen C%i %‘E ‘7 Q\@ .
ALLTN RMA’MN CONTAINED - XN
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Memorandum for Mr., Tolson from L. B. Nichols 2/9/56
RE: LOUIS E. LOMAX

in his opinion, was a good omen. Max also made the observation that he thought
the racial situation in the South was one of the biggest problems we had in the
country today. I told him that we were very much concerned about it. Max
asked me to come over and have lunch with him on Friday. I told him I would
do it unless something came up.

| /%w/
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SUBJECT : LOUIs £, LOMAX é i Z 5, Wintetrowd
) . - , , { Tele. Room _.
a( /1/ t&gﬁ;a -

Touis E. Lomax, who had written to the White House, I -
to Mullen and to-the Director regarding a feature story to be released through | 1{
Associated Features to the Negro Press did not show up. We have heard nothirg
)from him. I have checked with Mullen and he has heard nothing from him. Max
Rabb today told me he had heard nothing from him. B

/4.

N Just to keep the record straight, I propose to send Lomax
attached note. | :
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LOUIS E.“LOMAX, L659 Drexel Boulevard, Cthng 15, IM°

mﬁﬁ“mﬁle ‘f{‘é‘c“é"rqs) et

B kebuairtel to CG 2/3/56 and GG airtel to Burcau
2/6/56. ﬁi

he fo ing investigation conducted 2/7/56 by
SA
. "p7c

.

Bureau of Identification records, CG PD, B of I.
#D-72639 on LOUIS E. LOMAX, nativity, Georgia, arrested
12/5/19, address 6iy3l Cotiage Grove Ave., CG, FBI #329480a,
| Paroled 9/28/5l. This person identical with subject of
€6 tile 26-15099.

, RUSSELL T.. HIGGINS, Head, Department of Public
Safety, State of Illinois, 160 N. La Salle, CG, made
available parole records on LOUIS E. LOMAX, FBI £3294804A.

As of 1/1/56, this person lived apartment 60,
4659 Drexel Boulevard, CG, was employed by heliable
Insurance Co, 101l So. Michigan Ave. CG. His wife, DELOR&S
LOMAX, then of 6l.37 Ingleside Ave., CG, divorced LOMAX
during period of LOMAX! confinement.

Pareats of LOMAX are Mr. and Mrs. J. L. LOMAX,
P.0. Box 291, Valdosta, Georgla, i

LOMAX has a cousin, EDMUND LOMAX, residing at v f

031 Indiana Ave., CG. | EERASME
.-~ ’ R LR N
[/ 3 < Burcau (AlM) - -
Y~ Chicago - . » RS

HGW:mal

SR ﬂu. INFORMETIONCONTAINED .

A * HERER! IS UNCLASSIiED: ba=\ury 8

oy ’K PATEID9-79  BY . 5p-3 fé\k\ﬂ‘g e /'-—“‘“‘
1356

Approved

@ﬁacwﬁﬂ Agent in Charge
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Transmit the following JIHXEI¥E& message to:

PAGE TWO

In prison LOMAX had correspondence with CURTIS
A, HUFF, Attorney, 110 No. La Salle, CGe.

Above info shows LOUIS E. LOMAX, subject of
CG file 26~15199, is identical with subject of instant
case,

No info developed connecting subject with LUCIUS
W. LOMAX, Jr., of IA "Tribune',

HAROLD BATLEY, Parole Agent, advised that LOMAX
has been granted permission to leave this jurisdiction
to go to Washington, D.C., to do free lanceé writing for
the Associated Negro Press. LOMAX leavés CG by plane
2/8/56 and by sgreement returns to CG 2/11/56. He will

—Stay at Statler Hotel, Washington, D.C. He has been
ordered to report to R.E.L.SMITH, Chief Parole Officer,
Room 31l)y, East Administration Bldg, 300 Indiana Ave.,
N.¥Wey Washington, D.C. BAIIEY said that through inquiry
of employees at Sutherland Hotel, (LOMAX's residence),
he has learned that LOMAX plans a series of articles
regarding either Dr. HOWARD of Mississippi, or some
aspect of the TILL case with sidelights concerning
Dr. HOWARD.

Other info in BATIEY!s file on LOMAX reflects
interview of Rev. WILLIAM J. FAULKNER, 7000 S. Parkway,
Chicago, om 9/21/5l by MICHAEL GORUN, Parole Agent.
FAULKNER said LOMAX is ordained minisher.bub.did not
want it disclosed waile confined in institution that
LOMAX had had his own church at Valdosta, Georgla.

Background report prepared at Illinois State
Penitentiary on LOMAX indicates he was born 8/16/22
at Valdosta, Georgia; that he is an only child; that
he took work for Mastert!s degree at American University,
‘ Washingbon, D.C., previously having attended a "Negro
College" for A.B. degree; that LOMAX was employed for

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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Transmit the following THIEXYPE{message to:

PAGE THRERE

time by Georgia State College for Negroes at Athens,
Georgia; that in 1949 LOMAX dWas enrolled in graduate school
at U of Chicago where LOMAX'!'s wife worked as a steno.

BATTEY saild that he has advised LOMAX not to marry
SUZANNE AVERY, whosc address is 195 East Chestnut, Chicago,
because AVERY is whites LOMAX gaild AVERY was employed
at Chicago "Daily News"™ but BAILEY has found no record
of it.

Shortly after his parole LOMAX lived at YMCA, 826
S. Wabash, Chicago, where LOMAX took part in and lectured
in some "writer's workshops", Later, LOMAX was employed at
"Club Chatter® Magazine, 6207 Cottage Grove, Chicago, which
magazine reported on local night club activity. BAILEY
advised LOMAX to quit this job when he learned the magazine
was not printing advertising matter which had been paid for.

BATIIEY sald he wondered if there was some "Communisth
aspect to LOMAX's activity, but said his only basis for this
question was that LOMAX is highly educated,as is SUZANNE AVERY,
and 1t is his thinking that highly educated members of the
different races are not drawn together except on some
ideological basis such as Communisme '

Bureau is requested to advise CG if further
investigation desired this matter,

HOSTETTER

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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VDIRECTOR, FBI - a3
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do30 orexel Bonlevard ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

‘ FRrl ASSIFIED
RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS) E}EE;‘}D; EJ,E\LCLA BSYS 0. _rég\J%Q‘,

NN

ReBuairtel to Cg 2/3/56.

There 1s no reference in Chicago Office files to
LUCTIUS W. LOMAX, Jre

There is no reference to LOUIS E. LOMAX in Chicago Office
files with the exception of CG 26-15,99,

Current Cg telephone directories show one LOUIS E. LOMAX
residing at 218 North Campbell, Chicago, Illinois. At the
latter address on 2/ 6/56 lrs, LOUIS B, LOMAX, interviewed
under pretext by SA ] advised she was beé
married in 1922 and has lived with her husband at this b7C
address since 1922. She said her husband had no relabtives
in California, and no acquaintances or relatives who have

lived at 6L3l. Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago, or 1659 Drexel
Boulevard, Chicago.

|
Clerk DOLORES COFFEY, Chicago Credit Bureau, Inc,, Chicago, i
edvised Investigative Clerk FRANCIS G. KAHL on 2/6/56 that
she has no record of LOUIS E. LOMAX or LUCIUS W. LOMAX, Jr,

Patrolman WILLIAM KANE, Bureau of Records and Communications, 7)-
Chicago Police Department, Chicago, Illinols, advised //i '

SA on 2/6/?6 that his records conbain only one - bE
reTeTence to LOUIS E. LOMAX es follows: LOUIS E. LOMAX, b7e
2 months in Chicago, residing 6L3lL Cottage Grove Avenue;

age 27, Negro, male; married, 17l lbs., 5'9", dark

complexion, eyes brown, hair black; complainant, MOSE B, ANGERT,

702l Cottege Grove Avenue; LOMAX arrested 12/5/09 at,

507 Lake Park, Chicagc arrant Roonyeames,s” 7
i dispositions under stamaﬁ@g&B'Qi sérf%zﬁ & ‘E’ég%g_:i‘et
for 3 to 10 years; under statutes #2IN0 mwa-~iirrs Isentenced
’\'

© "'t~ ™ %o Joliet for from 1 to 10 years onze?% ouﬁgg
f- -7 @entencing done by Judge LINDSAY on~ 1 >Ue
’l
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Transmit the following T&UeA¥Peimessage to:

PAGE TVIO

Sutherland Hotel, 4659 Drexel Boulevard,
{PrOTeCT TUenTITY T, advised SA on 2/6/56 as follows: b6
LOUIS E. IOMAX has been tenant T room 60l from 5/1/55 o b7cC

date. He originally registered as single but later b7D

introduced a white woman as his wife who has stayed with

LOMAX, although the woman has not been seen in two or three

weeks. LOMAX came to the hotel through recommendation of

LEQO FOSTER, owner of The Bankers Printing Company,

6320 8. Harvard Avenue, where LOMAX was working as job

printing salesman, LOMAX is now working for the Beta

Printers, 626 E. 63rd Street, as a salesman, LOMAX has an
r;uuumzat at the South Side Bank, l.7th and Cottage Grove Ave,

has become acquainbted with LOMAX due_to fact LOMAX

has been behind in his rent several times.[:::::]has heard
that LOMAX was involved in a "parole violation"™ but could
not provide further facts or source thereof, LOMAX has very
nice personality, in fact, "t6o nice" and impresses as
"confidence man", LOMAX is connected with some “press club®
whieh has printers in 1t as well as newspapermen, an
willl endeavor to develop further info through |
acquaintances in thi lub¥White woman LOMAX introduced as ., ,
his wife is Mrs. SUZANNBYAVERR(IOVMAX who is "supposedly® -~
employed at Chicago "Her'ald-AmePican®, a Chicago dally
newspaper, and is “reportedl§:§:he daughter of a Chicago

| SO , o - .
attorney. Vo' S Aotpr s A nii v A x/
According to LOMAX is Negro, 5'9", wears small :gc
mustache, about 30-35 years old, no distinguishing 57D

marks or features. Mrs. LOMAX is white, 5!'3"%, natural
medium blond hair, wears glasses, 21-25 years old, not
attractive.

Bureau of Identification, Chicago Police Department, has
photo of LOMAX who is subject of CG 26-151199, and photo
will be exhibited to[::::f]a/7/

Bureau will be advised by airbel promptly.
HOSTETTER

RGMs JID
i: 8&{§?§0(9@-627) Sent_________ M Per

pprove
Special Agent in Charge
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Miss Gandy

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director /
The Pederal Bureau Of Investigation
The Federal Bureau Of Investigation,

%

}

Washington, D.C. éz . ;7 X%fjﬁxx, !
o{{/ﬁ Lo L i K o 1

!

1
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v

‘1 “U“ﬂf‘if

Sir § .
¢" I represent a group of free lance writers research and
distribute articles to the ZNegro press under the nam ASSOCTATED
FEATURES . Some two hundred papers are served by us , ahd all
copy is presented to them on approval basis . We do not offer exclu51ves,
and the rates are so set as to be within the range of the smallest
aper.
pap Lately we have been concerned, both as newsmen and as Negroes,
_over the controversy which prevails between your office and Dr. T.R.M..
Howard, of Mississippi .
We Bré cornvinced that the issue has not been properly researchedg
, and presented to the full Negro press, and it has been determwned that ¢

I should work on tre assignment .

I have already ha§ conferences with legal minds to the end of
having a clear concept of both the spirit and letter of the federal
laws in thes® matters. Tonight I am to have a lengthy interview with
Dr. Howard at which time he has promised to answer request to
"submit such information" pertaining to the charges%ﬁ e against your
office by himin speeched& at Baltimore, and Chicago .

From the gdvance conferences I know his reply will make the
following poinks ;7 :
1.That he, Dr.”Howard s has proof-by documents and Wdtnesses - that your~w'
office has received complaints by Negroes that certain federal rights
have been denied them by local officials, =nd that your office has"ledked
trese complaints to the local officals who have , in turn, terroized the g}
Negroes making the complaints . L
2.That your offlce has violated the"spirit" ‘of Justice by failure to
develope certain evidence for use by state authorities. He will suggest |
that in both the"Greenlease" and "Brinks" cases your office proceded’ “x
with the development of evidence even though there were not, grounds for
the federal courts to proceed against the suspects. It will be his
contention that in these instances your office acted in the "spirit" of‘f
justice, and that the same attitude should have been evidenced in the
cases of*'T4ill, Lee and family ,and LaMarrSmith. 4’
3. That members of your office are.of & hf southern "hue" as to attltudes .
in these matters, and :that they, members of your office, have not 3
proceeded in good faltH as to their investigations . He Will also submlﬁ
a non-partisan: repert by a government committee on race relations to ;
\show that the above Attitude is moh ghan y;ﬂﬁd

ﬁé 1ce/9roper are & .
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L. . o X .

. - . Lo .
' louis e. lomax

4659 drexel blvd.

chicago 15, ill. . ’. 97’?{_’0

at. 5-2100

Now, sir, I agreed with you, that these charges ought to be proved or’
withwdrawn . I do not feel that your office should become a "football" ~
tossed about in the struggle of racial opponents or political *
opportunist. To this end I have written two hundred Negro papers

asking editors their interest in an article that would treat the entire
issue in depth . The response has suggested immediate and nationwide
interest . : v N

Having researched the law and talked with Dr. Howard, I now

propose to come to Washington and talk with your offiece, that of the

N Attorney General, and to also get some statement fxomp the White
.. i House . I then hope to prepare a full treatment. that will présent all
sides of the issue fully, and to document it with both the letter and

the spirit of the law . , ’

My schedule call for me to be in Washington on t1e10fh, and
we propose to release the article on The 15%Lh. . I realize that your time
is Eimited, and 1f you cannot ®ee me, would you be so kind as to have
some member of your staff discuss these matters with me . T should 1ike
to have an exchange of letters with him, 1if you cannot gee me, *that
the matters to be discussed can be clearly defined and researched ptior
to. the interview. ,

: In return I promise a faithful and proper rendering of your -
position to the two hundred papers known as the "Negro Press'. g

' I trust, as you do, that this matter will clear up 2nd that eveyy f
faith will be retained in your office and that of the Justice Nenartment.

very trulyayours,

uis E Lomax
4659 Drexel
Chicago, Illinois
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Oﬁice Memm-.l dzmz e UNITED STA1.. OVERNMENT

Tolson
o ¢ Ur. Nichol@d X " DATB: February 8 %";’:Vsi
re OV§%/$ 1956 ’ ,"Tgel font
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'UBJECT: LOUIS E. LOMAX * g‘gﬁe‘rg;i) !
Z 4659 DREXEL BOULEVARD Tele, Ro

/ CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS Gandy

Re my memo dated 2-2-56 captioned as above and my memo dated
2-6-56 captioned, "Civil Bights Material for Contemplated Interview With
Louis E. Lomaz.” [ILomax desires to_call at the Bureau on 2-10-56. My
memo of 2-2~56 set forth summary of limited information possibly identical
with Lomaz. By Air-tel dated 2-3-56, Chicago was instructed to conduct
discreet inquiry for further identiiﬁ?ng information., It was noted that

Chicago wes.the office of origin in SV case with Louis E. Lomaxr as the
subject. e raTn TRANSEALTATIA &
of Zdnlen matnfs vehielo .

Chicago Air-tel of 2-6-56 indicates there is a strong likelihood
| that captioned individual is identical with the subject of this Bureau case.
Captioned individual is residing at the Sutherland Hotel, 4659 Drexel
Boulevard, Chicago. He is described as Negro, 5' 9" tall, 30 to 35 years
lof age, and is employed by the Beta Printers, 626 East 63rd Street, as ¢
salesman. He is residing with a white woman, who has been introduced as
his wife. The manager of the hotel confidentially advised that he heard
Lomax was involved in a parole violation, and he impresses the manager as
a "confidence man.”

The files of the Chicago Police Depariment have a photbo of the
subject of the Chicago ITSHV case, and this will be shown %o the manager
of the hotel and the Bureau promptly advised.

BECOMUENDATION :

That in view of the apparent identification of LomaTr as an
lex-conviet and the impression he gives as being a "confidence man, " the
ureau should be most circumspect in furnishing material to LomaZe

We vt L L *16‘& &, e u ‘7 “ g =t i F, //Q}
oo '

cc - Mr., Nichols L//,
'Y ' 4 4 ?
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February 10, 1956

/ 0
Mr. YLouis B, Lomax

4659 Drexel Boulevard
Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear Mr. Lomax:

Upon receipt of your letter of January 30th
Mr. Hoover instructed me to cancel appointments and await
your arrival on February 10th to be of such assistance asg I
could in furnishing you with the desired information on the
Bureau's activities in mvestigating alleged violations of the
Federal Civil Rights Statutes.

1, accordingly, did cancel several appointments,
but assurme something must have intervened since we have heard
nothing from you.

Very truly yours,

'(fj %
T
L L. B. Nichols
] " - \“"‘
- -
cc - Mr. Joﬁ‘es % . MAILED 6

LBN:ptm (‘:"( "~ | FEB 101956

(4) ¥ CTMM - TR
(Cover memo L. B. Nichols to Mr. T;flson 2-10-56)
Tolson / 5. /,, > -
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AIRMAIL

Mr. Louis E. Lomax 975eS
4659 Drexal Bonlevazrd
Chicago 158, Hiinois

Deay My, Lomax;

I wish to scknowledge your communiestion of
Januvary 30, 1956, vherein you advised of your contemplatod
scheduls of being in Washington on February 10, It o bappens
that I have othey coramitments that day, but I haye agranged
for pne of my assistante, My, Louls B. Nichols, to ses you when

you call at this Buresa,

Mr. Michols will be vary glad to ¢xplain fo you
this Bursau's responaibilitics in commecticn with the investigation
of alleged violations of the Federal Civil Rights laws.

I would suggest that you communigate with
Mx. Fichels upon your areival in Washington in order to arrdange -
for a mueuadly conuvenient time for you to visit the FBL.

Sincerely youga,

SALED 5 He_Edgar Hoovem

REEREEEE fotn Edgar Heovor,
COMMAFSL_ Director fg

-
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Qﬁ‘iw Memorandum + vxiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

~ Tolson —
TO : Hr. Nicl(‘a(f@ " DATB: February 2, BW \
r 1956 Nich ._._:__ )

Belmbnt
Harbo

Moht .

FROM ¢ XM, j ‘?2;6?/ Parsons
s ALLINFORMATIONCONTANED £
SUBJECT:  LOUIS E. LOMAX HEREL S UNE! ASSIFED Winterrowd

4659 DREXEL BOULEVARD 0~q sp -2 Ten| Tele. Room
CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS DATE 12~ 72\3: £ , vy

/(O{fIt; & *(&/ ‘s P Y/{, L

BACKGROUND s

In o letter to the Director dated January 30, 1956, captioned
individual advised that he represents a group of free-lance writers who
research and distribute articles to the Negro press under the name
Associated Features. This orgenization serves 200 newspaopers. Lomax
advised that their affiliates have expressed a great interest in the
Dr. Howard controversy, and he stated he had interviewed Dr. Howard
and he set forth a number of Howard's charges. Lomax said that in
the interest of writing an objective feature concerning this controversy
he would like %o come to Washington and talk with the Director or his

‘representative, the Attorney General and the White House if possible.

He said his schedule calls for him to be in Washington on the tenth and
they propose to release the article on the fifteenth. He indicated

that in return for assistance he promised a faithful and proper rendering
of our position to the 200 papers known as the Negro Press.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

The following references in Bufiles may or may not be identical
with the writer of this lettler.

In o report emanating from the Los Angeles Office dated
9-19-44 in the case entitled "Foreign Inspired Agitation Among Americon
Negroes in the Los Angeles Field Division =- Internal Security” informa-
tion is set forth that the Los Angeles "Sentinel” on August 24, 1944,
carried headlines two inches in height stating "Judgment issued against
L. Lomaz, Jr.! The article stated thet Lucius Lomag, Jr., Editor and
Publisher of the Los Angeles "T'ribune'’ had been charnged with the :
conversion of fifty cases of .liquor from the Town House and had been P
found guilty, a judgment having been rendered in the sum of $2,000. //
(100-135-26-134)

In a report emanating from the Washington Field Office dated
7-20-45 in the case entitled "Foreign Inspired Agitation Among
Americen Negroes in the Washington Field Division - Internal
Security” information is set forth that Radio Station WHWDC in
Washington was giving o weekly forty minutes to Louis Lomax every

4 ,
Sunday night and this marked the [igs e %egrq hgdy wrikpe 7/
and presented dramatic skits over %g@ﬁﬁjﬂyi;z_ .;Di&ﬂg‘afgéﬁégkf "/(67
Columbia. ZLomaz was identified as a ewsmgﬁmand a siudent‘a% ’
Americen University. (100-135-53-22é%ga. Y
Y.

, © FEB 28 1656 -\ i ages
J?G}.’j:pac (see Addendum pg. By, . 103 \\\\‘) ' :.Yfi \E}E ’
5

o} N (¢



Memo to Mr., Nichols February 2, 1956

In May, 1947, Reverend Louis Lomax, a minister oj Waycross,
Georgia, was one of the complainants concerning d-Civil Bights and
Domestic Violence matter. We conductedila priliemgyinvestigation and
submitted the facts to the Department ard~the—Department advised
there was no violation and no further investigation should be conducted.
(44-1625) :

‘ We have a main file on one Louis E, Lomaz, and this
iindividual on November 21, 1949, rented a car from o car rental
‘agency in Gery, Indiana, transported it to Chicago, Illiinois, and
sold it to a used car dealer under a fictitious registration. The
Assistant United Stotes Attorney ot Hammond, Indiana, declined
prosecution in favor of the United States Attorney at Chicago and
élocal cuthorities at Chicago. Lomaxz was indicted December 7, 1949,
in state court Chicago, Illinois, on two charges of con game and
one charge of larceny and the United States Attorney at Chicago
declined prosecution. Louis E. Lomax was then twenty-seven years
of age,‘\a Negro weighing 174 pounds and 5'9" in height. He resided
in Chicago, appeared well educated, and claimed several college
degrees. (26-134264)

The ,Burecu has conducted considerable investigation in the
case entitled "Communist Infiltration of the Committee for Fair
Employment in Los Angeles.' This orgaenization is also known as
Yinority Publishers Fair Employment Practices Conference. ZThe
organization was reportedly orgaenized in about early November, 1954,
by o number of minority group newspaper publishers and editors at the
instigation of Lucius W. Lomax, Jr., publisher of the Los Angeles
"Pribune.” The latest report in this case reflects that Lucius Lomar
is chairman of this organization. (100-415527) :

ASSOCTATED FEATURES:

This organization is not identificble in Bufiles. JIn 1937,
on individual connection with Associated Features Syndicate contacted
us, but it is not believed the two organizations are identical.
BECOMMENDATTION &

IO T E o O el L fr ORI LT See MNwut Paﬁﬂ




Memorandum for Mr, Nichols from M, A, Jones 2/2/56
RE: LOUIS E, LOMAX, 4659 Drexel Boulevard,
Chicago 15, Illinois

ADDENDUM: LBN:fc, 2//56

Unless my recollection is completely haywire, I have run into
Lomax in previous years. My recollection as to the contacts is favorable, I
think it would be worthwhile to see him, talk about the Ku Klux Klan cases and
other cases wherein positive and affirmative results have occurred, I would not
get into controversy with Howard but this gives us a good opportunity to state our
case in the Negro press, At any rate, I see nothing to lose and even if he is
determined in advance to do a had piece by seeing him we might make it better.

J
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........... Mr, Mobr_____ _

Airtel

‘Transmit the following X&TAFPK message to:

BI, CHICAGO (9L-62T7)
DIRECTOR, FBI

LOUIS E. QOMAX s

L65y Drexel Boulevard,
Chiceggo 15, Illinois
RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS)

ReBuairtel 2/3/56 and CG
2/1/56.

In absence of further Bur
cage congidered RUC at CG,

RUC.
HOSTETTER
Bureau

1- Chicazo
RGM:+NMS

(L)

/,auRAL BUREAU OF STIGAT] ik Mr. Tolson_ v ="

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Belmont

3/12/56

Mr. Boar

Mr. Mason______
Mr. Parsons

airtels to Bureau 2/6 and

eau instructions, this

RecogorB-3t o - ,i‘{f»?f IR

o &,
; Mr _Hicholg g ¢c¢

-APPSWQQ _ U=f
) l)/& Special Agent in Charge

f——-—m&
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CIVIL RIGHTS MATERIAIL. FOR ¥ix;:er;{):;i
CONTEMPBLATED INTERVIEW WITH Holloman
. Gandy

LOUIS E.1.OMAX

-

You desired material to be compiled concerning civil
rights matters and background in the Dr. Howard incident.

Attached is material containing statutes, FBI jurisdiction,
FBI policy, accomplishments of the FBI and several write~ups on civil
rights cases, plus a separate detailed analysis of the background of the
controversy with Dr. T. R. M. Howard, containing charges and refuta-
tion of charges by Howard. Included in the case material is I. G. No.
7~6277 concerning Early Leonard Brooks, with aliases, et al., dated
May 11, 1953. =All subjects in this investigation have been released from
sentence in that case. The Training and Inspection Division is currently
revising the curriculum of the Specialized Civil Rights Schools for police
officers.

RECOMMENDATION:

Should you desire, that one copy of the general background
material on civil rights and cases be furnished to: Lomax at the time of
your imerview. The information concerning the Howard controversy and
facts regarding current civil rights cases should not be given Liomax .

jnasmuch as it contains confidential information not suitable for dissemina«

tion. ‘ Q}
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CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATIONS

FEDERAL STATUTES:

Federal jurisdiction in the civil rights field is not
broad. In fact, few rights are secured to the individual by the
Constitution. This historic document deals primarily with relation~
ships between people and governments rather than with the relation-
ships of private individuals to one another.

The FBI, as the investigative arm of the United States
Department of Justice, has jurisdiction over three basic civil rights
statutes, Sections 241, 242 and 243, Title 18, United States Code.
These statutes are very restrictive in nature and specifically set forth
when the Federal Government can institute an investigation,

The basic elements of Section 241 are as follows:

1. Two or more persons conspired to injure, oppress,
threaten or intimidate any citizen

2. In the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or
privilege secured to him by the Gonstitution or
laws of the United States, or because of his having

exercised the same; or

1. Two:or more persons went in disguise on the
highway, or on the premises of another

2. With intent to prevent or hinder his free exercise
or enjoyment of any right so secured.

.
- L / .

) - . ! w-a.‘d
4:’; L

ENCLOSURE:
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Among the types of violations arising under this

Section are those cases in which a person might be deprived of his

right to be free of involuntary servitude and slavery or his right to

vote for a Federal candidate of his choice or to have his vote counted

as cast. Violations under this Section apply to private individuals

acting in a conspiracy with persons having no law enforcement status.

On the other hand, Section 242 applies to officers who,

acting under the color of law, have deprived an individual of a right or

privilege guaranteed under the Constitution or the laws of the United

States.

The main elements of Section 242 are:

1,

A person acting under color of law, statute,
ordinance, regulation or custom

Willfully deprived, or caused to be deprived from
any inhabitant

Rights, privileges or immunities secured or protected
by the Constitution and laws of the United States; or

A person acting under color of law, statute,
ordinance, regulation or custom

Willfully subjected, or caused to be subjected, any N
inhabitant

To different punishments, pains or penalties than
prescribed for the punishment of citizens

On. account of such inhabitant being an alien, or by
reason of his color or race.
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Section 243 deals with exclusion of jurors on account
of race or color and provides that no citizen possessing all other
qualifications which are or may be prescribed by law shall be dis~
qualified for service as grand or petit juror inm any court of the United
States, or of any State on account of race, color, or previous condition
of servitude; and whoever, being an officer or other person charged
with any duty in the selection or summoning of jurors, excludes or
fails to summon any citizen for such cause, shall be fined not more
than $5, 000.

A prevalent misconception of the investigative jurisdic-
tion of the FBI in civil rights matters concerns discriminatory practices.
Generally discriminatory practices do not violate civil rights statutes.
As early as 1875, Congress passed the ' Civil Rights Act.!" The pre~
amble of this Act is as pertinent today as it was in the period of
Reconstruction. It declared:

We recognize the equality of all men before the

law, and hold that it is the duty of government

in all its dealings with the people to mete out

equal and exact justice to all, of whatever nativi-

ty, race, color or persuasion, religious or

political.

It further enunciated:

It was the appropriate object of legislation te

enact great fundamental principles into law.

-3 -
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Section One of this law required all inns, public
conveyances, theaters and other places of amusement to open their
accommodations and privileges to all persons regardless of race,
color or any previous condition of servitude. Section Two made a
violation of this provision a misdemeanor.

The United States Supreme Court in a decision handed
down in 1883 declared these Sections unconstitutional stating that a
contrary interpretation ' would be to make Congress take the place
of state legislatures and to supercede them.' It is not the province
of a government to interfere with discriminatory action, according to
the court, so long as it had not been affirmatively authorized or per-

mitted by state laws.

FBl POLICY:

The FBI is strictly a fact~gathering agency and does not,
at any time, make recommendations as to prosecutive action. Upon
the receipt of a complaint indicating a violation of the Federal civil
rights statutes, the FBI will immediately conduct a preliminary inquiry.
The results are then furnished, without recommendation or opinion, to
the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice. Later, if the
Department of Justice requests a full investigation, this is then con-

ducted and the results furnished to the Department.
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The FBI gives the highest priority to civil rights
investigations. They are conducted fairly and impartially. Many
times these investigations are most difficult. They require the
interviewing of indivihduals, many of whom may not be in sympathy
with the investigation. .Also, in some instances, the FBI is required
to obtain evidence against law enforcement officials who have been
cooperative with the FBI in years past.

The initial training given all Special Agents includes
subjects dealing with civil rights matters, and specially trained
Special Agents conduct civil rights investigations in the field. These
Agents have attended civil rights training courses at FBI Headquarters
in Washington, D. C. Here Special Agents receive detailed instruc~
tions on the handling of these cases. Their work is supervised by a
special Civil Rights Unit at FBI Headquarters,

To further acquaint local police officers with FBL
jurisdiction in civil rights investigations, this topic is included in the
curriculuin of the FBI National Academy. The FBI National Academy

is operated to train local officers to be instructors and administrators

in their respective departments. Lectures on civil rights are included

in regular police schools conducted by the FBIL. Nine such lectures

were given during January, 1956, with a total of 275 officers in attendance.



Twenty~nine lectures are scheduled in other schools subsequent to
January, 1956, with a total of 845 persons in attendance.

Additionally, specialized civil rights schools are
conducted by FBI instructors for local police agencies. Six such
schools were conducted in 1954, five in 1955, and twenty during
January, 1956, with 732 law enforcement officers in attendance. There
are currently seventy~six additional schools scheduled subsequent to
January, 1956, with a total of 2,681 officers planning to attend. These
specialized civil rights schools are held at the specific request of the
heads of the local police agencies.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE FBI:

Violations of civil rights in a democracy such as ours
besmirch a proud record of freedom for all men. That individuals
guilty of such opprobrious acts were convicted under the Civil Rights
Statutes at a time when a few members of the community were attempt~
ing to enlist the aid of respectable people in their crusade of hate is a
tribute to the investigative efforts of the FBI, which was charged with
the duty of enforcing the Civil Rights Statutes.

The FBI has always endeavored to detect violators of
any laws of the United States over which it had jurisdiction. This Bureau

has investigated with equal vigor any violation of laws over which it had
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jurisdiction no matter how popular or unpopular its investigation proved.

Any effort less than this would have been a dereliction of duty.

The awareness on thg part of the citizens of the import~
ance of preserving civil rights led to the formation in February, 1939,
of a Civil Rights Section in the Department of Justice, as well as in the
FBI, to afford special handling of these cases. Over the years since
that time, the rising standard of education on the part of the American
people, their recognition of the importance of civil rights and their feel-
ing of compassion for the human rights of their fellow citizens, have led
to an increased interest in civil rights cases.

Over these years the FBI has diligently performed its
duty to investigate violations of the.se Civil Rights Statutes. As a re~
sult of the investigative efforts of the FBI, there have been over 100
convictions in civil rights cases. The shocking episodes of brutality
revealed by many of these investigations have done much to educate the
people to the importance of demanding the preservation of civil rights
for all. The increased number of cases handled yearly by the FBI is
in response to the demand of our citizens for law by due process rather
than by mob violence under the guise of law.

A survey of civil rights matters handled by the FBI from
January 1, 1948, to June 30, 1955, was made by this Bureau. During

this period 6,997 cases were handled. Of this number, 5,195 involved
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law enforcement officers. The number of law enforcement officers
concerned totaled 9,340. A total of 4,750 cases were closed by the
Department of Justice with no. prosecutive action taken.

The number of cases resulting in indictments totaled
103 and 189 officers were implicated. Convictions resulted in 19 cases
in which 35 officers were defendants. The FBI as a law enforcement
agency takes no pride in this record since the action of these law en~
forcerﬁent officers reflects adversely on the law enforcement profes~
sion. Yet, the law enforcement profession will profit greatly in
prestige and respect by the community once men, who besmirch this
honorable profession by violating civil rights, are no longer members
of such a respectable body.

Additionally, there have been four convictions in civil
rights investigations since June 30, 1955.

The investigations conducted by the FBI have done much
to make the Nation conscious of civil rights. A good indication is the
number of lynchings. In 1955, for the fourth straight year, there were
no. lynchings in the United States. In fact, in the last ten years compared

with the previous tenwyear period, the numbexr of Iynchings has dropped

from 46 to 15. This is indeed a gain for civil rights. Liynchings

represent mob action at its worst. It means that vigilantes disregard




the democratic traditions of the Nation and take the law into: their own
hands. This is a repugnant practice. Without doubt the FBI's high
investigative standards have done much to cause this increased respect
for law and order. )

The efforts of the FBI have been mainly responsible for

the breaking up of the Ku Klux Klan in the Carolinas and Geor gia.

Attached are write~ups of representative cases dealing

with activities of the Ku Klux Klan and others which invélve violations
of civil rights statutes, as well as kidnaping and involuntary servitude

and slavery statutes.
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JOHN VIELITAM LYNCH, with alias
WILETAM M. HARTEINE, with aliases
CIVIE RIGHTS
On April 2, 1949, two [fiery crosses were burned by
members of the Ku Kluxr Klan in Dade County, Georgia. In
conjunction with the burning of the crosses, Klansmen toolk
seven victims, ranging in age from nineteen-to-thirty years,
to an isolated area. The Klansmen were accompanied by
Sheriff John ¥W. Eynch of Dade County, Georgia, and Deputy
Sheriff William M. Hartline. The sheriff and the deputy
sheriff drove off leaving the Negroes in the custody of the
mobe
Fach victim was held by two hooded men. Then one by
one they were taken up on the side of o hill and told %o
remove their pants. One of the Klansmen carried a¢ siz=-fo0%
hickory stick over his shoulder as though it were a gun and
marched like a soldier. DThen midst cursing and laughing by
the Klansmen, each victim was flogged with straps, a stick and
a rope and ordered to leave,
Eynch and Hortline were tried in November and December,
1949, and o mistrial was declared ajfter the jury had deliberated
Jorty~eight hours without reaching a verdict.
At the conclusion of the first trial, the grand jury
presented in open court a secled presentment charging that the

Kligrapp or Secretary of the Rossville Klavern of the Association
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of Georgia Klans had refused to furnish the names of fellow
Klansmen, claiming that he had taken an oath 4o the Klan prior
to his oath to the grand jury and considered the former oath
more binding. At o hearing in the United States District
Court, Rome, Georgia, on December 22, 1949, his refusal was
declared in contempt of court, the Federal Judge stating in
his decision, "There is no oath as strong as the oath to a
Court of the United States.'

Gne of the highlights of the proceedings was the
testimony of o ten-year-old boy, who testified to witnessing
the construction of the two crosses. In the first trial, on
cross-examination, he wos asked if he kEnew what would happen
if he did not tell the truth, to which he replied, '"Yes, the
boogie man will get me.” He was adjudged qualified to testify.

gn March 9, 1950, Lynch and Hartline were convicted
in Us S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgic,
Rome Division at Rome, Georgiac, of violation of Civil Rights
statutess @n March 17, 1950, they were sentenced to imprison-
ment for one year and to pay o fine of $1,000 each. Their
convictions were unanimously affirmed by the Court of Appeals
Jfor the Fifth Circuit, and on Gctober 8, 1951, the U, S. Supreme
Court denied their petition for a review.

Cn December 14, 1948, a resolution was directed to

the Atlanta and Knoxville Gffices of the FBI by members of the




Federal grand jury for the May term of the Rome Division of
the United States District Court. It commended the investi-
gating Agents of the FBI who "by their great fidelity and
singleness of purpose in developing the information in the
Dade County, Geergia, conspiracy trials have gone for beyond
the line of duty to aid, assist and protect the citizens of
the United States and to jfurther the cause of equity and
Justice in America.” The thoroughness and manner of obtaining
the evidence by ithe Agents were commended by the United States
Attorney who presented the evidence in court, and their work
was also commended by the Federal Judge and the Attorney General

of the United States.
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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO

reno,_Le Co #7-6277 May 11, 1953

FARLY LEONARD BROOKS, with aliases;
JAMES BOBERT HAYES, with alias;

BOBBY MALCOLM BROOKS, with alias;
PITTMAN FOY STRICKLAND;

ROSS HEZIKIAH ENZOR, with alias;
SHERWOOD MILLER, with alias;

STEVE ANDREW EDMUND, with alias;
HORACE SPABKMAN STRICKLAND, with alias;
L. C. WORLEY, with alias;

EDDIE CARL RICHARDSON, with alias;

KIDNAPING; CIVIL RIGHTS; CONSPIRACY

A meeting was held in Whiteville, North Carolina,
on January 11, 1951, to organize a group of men in Columbus
County, North Carolina. This meeting was presided over by
the Grand Dragon of the Association of Carolina Klans of the
Ku Klux Klan. This organization was the outgrowth of meet-
ings held at Crescent Beach and Mullins, South Carolina, in
December, 1950, at which time approrimately seven men jfrom
Columbus County, North Carolina, joined the Ku Klux Klan and
JSormed the nucleus of the Klavern organized at Whiteville,
North Carolina, on January 11, 1951.

MHeetings were held thereafter in isolated areas on
members' farms. Membership grew slowly due to the secret nature
of the organization until a much highly advertised public rally
was held on August 18, 1951, in the southern part of Columbus
County, North Carolina. This rally was presided over by the
Grand Dragon of the Association of Carolina Klans of the Ku
Kluxr Klan and speeches were made by him and the Grand Dragon
of the Association of Florida Klans of the Ku Kluxr Klan.

An impressivé ceremony was conducted by robed and
hooded members. The officers wore colorful regalia. The
ceremony included the burning of the fiery cross and, to add
to the colorful display, some of the robed members were mounted
on horseback. Recordings of patriotic American songs were
played. Once the desired atmosphere was created, speeches were
made by the Klan leaders designed to play upon the emotions of
the largely rural crowd which was present. Applications JSor
membership were distributed freely by robed individuals.

Ca-l 2/ e
ENCLOSURE




At the following meeting of the Whiteville Klavern
approzimately thirty-two men Jjoined, including a group jSrom
Fair Bluff, #orth Carolina. The group from Fair Bluff, North
Carolina, headed by Early Leonard Brooks, who had previously
Joined, formed the Fair Bluff Klavern on September 28, 1951.
Membership in the Klan grew during the following months.

Prior to a September meeting Brooks spoke to the
Grand Dragon and told him he "had o matter to talk to him about.
After the formal meeting of the Klan Brooks,told the Grand
Dragon "that Jack Perrin®™ and Florence Fern® were living to-
gether as man and wife, making whisky, stayed drunk didn't
work and were making a nuisance of themselves.”

The Grand Dragon instructed Brooks to "go down and
get them and whip them. I want you to do a good job of it so
I can read obout it in the papers.”

On October 6, 1951, ten Klansmen and a prospective
member, namely, FEarly L. Brooks, James Robert Hayes, Bobby
Malcolm Brooks, Pittman Foy Strickland, Ross Hezikiah Enzor,
Sherwood Miller, Steve Andrew Edmund, Horace Sparkman Strickland,
L. C. Worley and Eddie Carl Richardson gathered in Fair Bluff,
North Carolina, between 7:30 and 11:00 P.M. to flog Florence
Fern and Jack Perrin. The group of men was organized by Farly
Brooks, the Eralted Cyclops of the Fair Bluff Klavern of the
Ku Kiux Klan. Automobiles were provided by L. C. Worley,
Kligrapp (Secretary) of the Fair Bluff Klavern, and James
Robert Hayes.

Around 11:00 P.M. October 6, 1951, the Klansmen met
in an alley in the business section of Fair Bluff. They de-
parted in two automobiles taking a road leading south out of
Fair Bluff and drove to a lane leading to the residence of
Florence Fern located in North Carolina. After crossing a
ratlroad track the automobile stopped and, upon the instructions
JSrom Early L. Brooks, all attired themselves in white robes
and hoods -- Ku Klux Klan regalia. Early L. Brooks gave in-
structions how Florence Fern and Jack Perrin should be abducted
and flogged. The men returned to their automobiles and pro-
ceeded up the lane to Florence's home.

On the evening of October 6 1951, Iiorence Fern
and Jack Perrin, who was a boarder in " Mrs. Fbrn s home, had
taken Mrs. Fern s sons to see a western movie in Fair BIluff,
North Carolina. After returning home the evening was spent
in drinking and listening to a hillbilly radio program. Other
members of the household had retired and Florence Fern and
Jack Perrin were also asleep.

The eleven men, arriving at the Fern home at approxi-
mately 11:45 P.il., parked their automobiles and took their
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-assigned positions. FEarly Brooks entered the house at the
kitchen door and Worley entered the front door. FEarly Brooks
carried a .32 caliber pearl handle revolver.

Perrin, being awakened from a sound sleep, was
seized by Brooks, searched by Worley and taken to the awaiting
automobile by Brooks. Worley returned for Florence Fern who
was asleep on the floor. He picked her up and carried her out
to the automobile. Fern and Perrin were blindfolded and placed
in the same automobile, Perrin in the front seat with a gun
being held against his right side, and Fern in the rear seat
between two Klansmen. The other Klansmen were in the second
car.

They returned to the same road and turned right in
the direction of South Carolina. In the quiet hours of the
night, the automobiles drove slowly down the dirt road into
the Causey Section of Horry County, South Carolina, to a lane.
During the trip, each time Perrin tried to remove his blind-
JSold he was told, "Keep your hands down.” They drove up the
lane a short distance and stopped. Perrin was ordered out on
the left side and Mrs. Fern on the right side of the automobile.

After a short prayer by Horace Strickland, Perrin was
ordered to remove his trousers and stretch out his arms. As
he stretched out his arms, each arm was grabbed and he was
pulled up on the left front fender of an automobile. His arms
were held over the hood of the automobile. In this position
he was lashed with a heavy, three-inch machine belt strap which
had been nailed to a heavy wooden handle. Perrin was beaten
unmercijfully across his buttocks, receiving about thirty to
Sorty lashes. The flesh was in a raw and broken condition and
blood was oozing from the tortured flesh.

Yrs. Fern, who had been released October 1, 1951, from
a Mullins, South Carolina, hospital where she had been in a
serious condition and was still weak from illness, was held while
JSive to six lashes were administered, knocking her to her knees
each time she receitved a blow. Mrs. Fern was asked by her ab-
ductors if she recognized any in the group and she replied,
"Some people from Causey.® With this remark, she was grabbed
and again seriously lashed, each blow again knocking her to her
knees. :

Mrs. Fern and Perrin were badly bruised as a result
of the flogging and Perrin permanently scarred. They were re-
turned to the Causey Road by their abductors, the blindfolds
were removed and they were released. Perrin was told by the
abductors to quit drinking and disturbing the neighbors and to
go to church Sunday.




Following the terrorizing episode of the flogging
* of Florence Fern and Jack Perrin, violence spread through-

out Columbus County. Floggings by robed and hooded members
were rampant in the orea with approximately jfifteen reported
Jloggings between October 6, 1951, and January 25, 1952.
Four floggings involved the carrying of the victims over the
North Carolina-South Carolina state line. In most instances
tricks were used to lure the victims from their homes, Such
as a request to render assistance to a distressed caller.
Terror spread throughout Columbus County until men would
not leave their homes at night without being armed and women
would not venture. out after dark.

Many of.the Klansmen were living under a double
moral code, thus participating in the same type of immoral
activities as did the victims of their sadistic floggings.
To them it was always the others who had sunk to the depth
of human degradation, never themselves. These were the
men who set themselves up asa court of judgment and carried
out the mandates of their own decisions in their community.

In Columbus County the tobacco crop had been har-
vested and time weighed heavily on the minds of these Klans-
men who were no longer busy in the fields. They devoted their
attentions to the activities of the local Klavern. Their
thoughts were influenced, and mob instinct heightened, by
their participation in the meetings, ritucls and floggings
which ensued.

Members were required to take an oath of obedience
to the organization and an oath o) secrecy. These oaths were
taken with their left hand over their heart and their right
hand ratsed to heaven.

‘ Into this atmosphere and air of secrecy the FBI moved,
investigating the flogging of Florence Fern and Jack Perrin.

In certain rural communities of North Carolina the
inhabitants were personally acquainted with each other. Some were
either sympathetic with or friends of the Klan members, thus
being hesitant to talk with outsiders concerning their neighbors.
Any movements made by the Agents were observed by persons in
the fields and rumors, assisted by gossip, spread like wildfire.
The Klan, fearful of the impending investigation by the FBI and
in full realization of the evzdentzary value of their records,
hastened to burn them.

The Agents developed the identity of local inhabitants
who were not in sympathy witth the Klan. Through these individuals
Agents were kept abreast of the local feelings concerning the
investigation, the rumors and gossip which were flowing freely.
Development of the identity of persons who were in possession
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of information continued.

Early Brooks and some of his associates rode nightly
contacting Klan members, attempting to bolster their morale and
endeavoring to convince the Klansmen that the FBI would gain no
information and would give up in disgust if the Klansmen would
only keep their mouths closed."’

The background, individual traits and peculiarities
of the various suspects were developed to assist in interviews.
Interviews were made with numerous persons to prevent Klan members
JSrom knowing the persons upon whom investigating Agents were
concentrating.

To further persuade the Klansmen not to talk with the
FBI one of the two organizers (Kleagle) in North Carolina, ap-
pointed by the Grand Dragon and a personal friend of the latter,
announced at a meeting of the Whiteville Klavern that members
of the Klan did not have to worry about the FBI in Columbus County;
that, if the FBI were investigating, it was not investigating the
Klan. The FBI would not arrest any Klansmen because the FBI worked
hand in hand with the Grand Dragon and ijf they did not believe
it, the Grand Dragon had papers which he could produce to prove it.

: Slowly and persistently the FBI drew the net around the
Klansmen., Several of the participants confessed to the flogging.
When sufficient evidence was obtained the investigating Agents

suddenly left the community of Fair Bluff for several days, during

which time the Klansmen rejoiced in their mistaken belief that

the FBI had abandoned the case.

The next the community saw of the FBI was at 7:00 A.MU.
on February 16, 1952, when the Klansmen involved in the flogging
were simultaneously arrested. JFollowing the arrest and release of
the Klansmen on $5,000 bond each, Early Brooks became busy trying
to determine who had made confessions and to get all persons ar-
arested under the guidance of his personal attorney in order that
they would be united. Brooks made statements that any person who
had confessed could claim duress and his statement would not be
admissible in Federal dourt. Unsuccessful in these ef.forts, Brooks
resorted to threats of violence and intimidation to those hé sus-
pected of having confessed or of having furnished evidence against
him.

The ten subjects in this case were indicted by o
Federal @rand Jury in a two-count indictment. Count one charged
a violation of the Federal Kidnaping Statute.- The second count
charged a violation of the General Conspiracy Statute to uviolate
the Kidnaping Statute. The indictment charged the men with
kidnaping and flogging Florence Fern and Jack Perrin.
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The trial began in Federal Court at Wilmington, North
Carolina, on HYay 12, 1952. On Moy 13, 1952, the following de-
Sfendants received sentences: Early Brooks, 5 years on two
counts to run concurrently and to begin at expiration of a two-
year state sentence; Bobby Brooks, 12 months on two counts,
suspended, 3 years' probation; Pittman Strickland, 3 years on
two counts to run concurrently; Horace Strickland, 3 years on
two counts to run concurrently; Ross Enzor, 3 years on 2 counts
to run concurrently; Carl Richardson, 2 years on two counts to
run concurrently; bob Hayes, 3 years on two counts to run con-
currently; Sherwood Miller, 12 months on two counts to run
concurrently; suspended, 3 years' probation; L. C. Worley, 2
years on two counts 4o run concurrently; suspended, 2 years'
probation; Steve Edmund, 2 years on two counts to run con-
currently; suspended, 2 years' probation.

- Seven defendants -- E. Brooks, Hayes, Enzor, H.
Strickland, P. Strickland, Richurdson and Bobby Brooks contested
the case filing notice of appeal on the grounds that the ab-
duction and floggings did not constitute a violation of the
Federal Kidnaping Statute because they received no personal
benefit from the act.

On October 13, 1952, the United States Fourth District
Court of Appeals convening at Richmond, Virginia, upheld the
convictions and judgmenits: of seven of the defendants in the
above-cited flogging as rendered in the Federal District Court,
#ilmington, on iay 13, 1952.

On Hovember 11, 1952, the United States District
Court Judge amended the judgment . and commitment rendered
against Eddie Carl Richardson, reducing his sentence on each
of two counts from two years to one year. On the same date the
Judge amended the judgment and commitment in the case of
Farly Leongrd brooks, whose sentence he reduced to four years
on both counts.




We Je ERSKINE; J. K. ERSKINE;
TWYMAN MARTIN; WALTER STEAGALL;
CLARENCE D. BURGESS

CIVIL BRIGHTS

INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE AND SLAVERY

In June, 1940, Sheriff W. J. Erskine of Anderson,
South Carolina, caused a Negro nomed Glenn B, Burt, age 13
years, to be arrested. He was taken without trial to the jfarm
of Sheriff Erskine where he was compelled to work jfor one year
without being allowed to see any member of his family and
without receiving any pay. JIn June, 1941, Sheriff Erskine's
son paid an eleven dollar [fine for William Clay Burt, brother
of Glenn, who was also placed on Sheriff Erskine's farm. Both
boys were beaten on several occasions by Erskine. In August,

1942, both Burt boys escaped from Erskine's farm and fled to

Greenville County, South Carolina, where they were accused of
stealing a wateh belonging to the Sheriff, arrested and delivered
to Erskine. Both boys were whipped by Sheriff Erskine and
Deputy Sheriffs until they admitted stealing the watch and passing
it to one Lucis Cowan who was in turn beaten severely and who
said he gave it to Theodore Benson who was also arrested and
beaten. All of the victims were Negroes.

An information was filed against Sherif) Erskine
charging him on six counts with the beating of Negro victims in

violation of Section 52, Title 18, U. S. Code. On December 1, 1943,



a jury returned a verdict of guilty on count three of the
information against Erskine. He was acquitted on the remaining
Sive counts. ZErskine was sentenced to serve sixty days in

the County Jail and fined $500.




WILLIAM HENRY McMILLAN
CIVIL RIGHTS

MeMillan, o registrar of voting in Ashe County,
North Carolina, denied Oddie Cox and George Hamilton a request
by them to register to vote solely because they were Negroese
On November 19, 1945, McMillan was charged with a violation of
the Civil Rights statutes in that he deprived (Cox of his right
+o0 vote in a Federal election solely on account of the fact
that he was a Negroe. ﬁbﬂillan submitted a plea of guilty and

was sentenced to pay a fine of $500.
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JOSEPH MARION COLAGROSS, with alias;
RICHARD PAUL BROWN, with alias

CIVIL RIGHTS

During the period from March, 1950 to February, 1951,
PAUL BROWN, operator ojf a cab company, restourant, and used car
lot in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, made small loans to working=-
class people, mostly members of the Negro race, in Maury County,
Tennessee, and required such individuals to sign a check for the
amount of the loan, plus interest at a rate of 25¢ on $1.00
per week. According to arrangements between BRO¥WN and Deputy
Sheriff JOE COLAGROSS, the borrower who Sfoiled to pay Brown
within a specified time would be arrested by COLAGROSS and held
until the debt was paid plus the interest, plus the fee to
COLAGROSS. In most instances, the victims were not taken before
any committing magistrates

On September 17, 1951, an information containing nine
counts was filed in United States District Court, Nashville,
Pennessee. The first count charged both COLAGROSS and BROVN with
conspiring to violate the provisions of Title 18, Section 242,
United States Code. The remaining eight counts charged both
BROWN and COLAGROSS with violation of Section 242, Title 18,
United States Code. On December 5, 1951, the United States
District Court at Columbia, Tennessee, sustained a motion %o

dismiss the last eight counts of the information as to BROWN «

ARV O EREES
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On December 14, 1951, the Jury jfound BROWN guilty under

the first count of the information and on the same date in United
| States District Court, Columbia, Tennessee, he received a sentence

of one year and a fine of §1,000.00¢

The Jury returned o verdict of guilty against COLAGROSS
on ¢ll nine counts on December 14, 1951. On the same date
COLAGROSS received a sentence of one year on each count, the
sentences to run concurrently, and he received a fine of #100

on each count with the total fine being #900.
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BO GOING, aka Alonzo Going;
KARL K. KENNAN, ako Buck Kennang;
CIVIL RIGHTS
Willie Turner was stopped in Louisiana by the State
Highway Patrol near Opelousas, Louisiana, as a drunken driver.
Money in his car was identijfied with loot of a groéery store
burglary committed on January 9, 1955, at Nome, Jefjferson
County, Texas. Turner was returned to Beaumont, Texas, the
county seat of Jefferson County by subjects Bo Going and Karl K.
Kennan on Jenuary 11, 1955.
The victim was beaten and kicked by the subjects
and by at least one other Jefjferson CGounty officer. He was
placed in a cast with a broken collarbone and other [fractures.
&Trustees at the Jefferson County jail advised of seeing the
victim in a beaten condition and his bloody clothing.
A one count information was filed against Going,
and on May 25, 1955, Going entered a plea of nolo contendere
in the U, S. District Court at Beaumont, Texas. Going was [fined
#500. On May 25, 1955, Kennan was discharged from service as
o deputy sherify) of Jef.ferson County, Texas, and no jfurther
prosecutive acition was taken against Kennan in view of his
discharge.
Newspaper accounts rejflected the discharge was the

result of conferences by U. S. Attorney William M. Steger of
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Tyler, Texas, and Sheriff Charley Meyer of Jefferson County,
Texas. Steger stated that he had enjoyed excellent cooperation

Jrom Sheriff Meyer during the investigation of this case.
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THUMBNAIL ON DR, HOWARD

ORIGIN OF CONTROVERSY

EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

REFUTATION OF CHARGES

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP) POSITION

CIVIL RIGHTS CASES MENTIONED MOST FREQUENTLY
BY DR. HOWARD

EXHIBITS




Thumbnail on Dr. T. R. M. Howard

Dr. T. R. M. Howard runs a clinic and insurance plan
in the all-Negro town of Mound Bayou, Mississippi. In 1950, he
organized the Mississippi Regional Council of Negro Leadership and
has been president of this organization since its inception. During
the past year, he has been traveling about the country a great deal
fil ling speaking engagements, and many of his remarks have been
most critical of the Bureau. We have received indications that some
of the leadership of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People do not trust Howard. A news release of December 10,
1955, reflects the Regional Council of Negro Lieadership planned to confer
with Attorney General Brownell sometime in January, 1956. We advised
the Attorney General to this effect and also furnished him background on
Howard.

Origin of Controversy

As stated above, Dr., Howard for some time has been
traveling throughout the country on speaking engagements and has been
very critical of the Bureau. The "Baltimore Morning Sun®™ newspaper,
issue of September 26, 1955, carried a news story headlined *Probe of
South's FBI Agents Asked.” According to the news story, Howard had
spoken before a membership meeting of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People at the Sharp Street Methodist Church in
Baltimore. He was quoted as saying, "We must find out why Southern
investigators of the FBI cannot seem to solve a crime where a Negro is
involved.™ He also allegedly stated, "It's getting to be a strange thing
that the FBI can never seem to work out who is responsible for killings of
Negroes in the South, ™

He made numerous similar remarks in other talks
throughout the country, always injecting the FBI and always in a derogatory
manner. In one of his talks, he stated that it was strange that the FBI could
find the peces of an airplane after a crash in the mountains and come up
with the murderer, but when a white man killed a Negro in the South, we
could not find out who was responsible,

On December 28, 1955, in speaking before Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Convention (all~-Negro fraternity) in Chicago, Dr. Howard,
according to the **Chicago Americant® of December 28, 1955, stated,
*Confidential information usually leaks from the local ¥FBI offices and
witnesses in Negro slaying are subjected to pressures as a result, ™
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All of Dr. Howard's talks, as exemplified above, received
considerable publicity, particularly in the Southern and the Negro press.
We did not dignify any of Dr. Howard's baseless charges with a reply
until he went too far in alleging a leak in Southern FBI field offices. We
then took issue with him.

(The two newspaper clippings referred to above are
attached as Exhibit A).

Exchange of Letters

As a result of Dr. Howard's baseless charge alleging
leaks in our Southern field offices, we wrote him a strong letter on
January 16, 1956. This letter was addressed to him in Mound Bayou,
Mississippi, although Dr, Howard was in Los Angeles at the time.

Our letter was mailed on Monday evening, January 16, 1956, and we
released a copy of it to the Southern press on the afternoon of Wednesday,
January 18, 1956,

In our letter, we advised Dr. Howard that the statements
attributed to him had come to our attention and reflected a complete
disregard of facts on his part. We referred to the "Baltimore Morning
Sun't newspaper colummn, and since he specifically mentioned the FBL
could not solve three cases; namely, the Emmett Till case, the Reverend
George Wesley Lee case and the Lamar Smith case, we took up each case
with him and pointed out the Bureau's position in each one. We further
advised him of Bureau policy in civil rights matters. In regard to the
®Chicago American® article alleging leaks in FBI field offices, we advised
him that we were deeply concerned over this serious charge, and in effect,
called upon him to **put up or shut up.*™

Dr. Howard acknowledged the Director's letter by two
letters, one dated January 19, 1956, and the other January; 20, 1956.
Briefly in his. letter of January 19, and incidentally, he made/public
immediately, he had the following to say: (1} He complained about the
Director's letter to him having been released before he saw it, (2) he
made a jurisdictional complaint concerning the murders of Emmett Till,
George Wesley Liee and Lamar Smith, (3) he complained we took credit
for the elimination of lynchings in the South, although there is no Federal
anti-lynching law., We have, however, investigated lynching matters
where law enforcement officers were involved or where law enforcement



officers showed willful inaction, (4) He dwelt at length upon alleged
leaks and (5) he stated the Director should have condemned the murderers
in Mississippi in his public letter.

In his letter of January 19, 1956, Dr. Howard stated that
in order to safeguard individuals, he would have to naine to prove his
allegation of fleaks' he would send this information in a separate letter.
Accordingly, in a letter of January 20, 1956, Dr. Howard states that
Charlie Hopkins, a registered voter of Cleveland, Mississippi, complained
to the FBI he had been denied the right to cast his vote, and following that
he was approached by Chief of Police Dempsey of Cleveland, who
upbraided him for making complaint to the FBI, Eopkins;, accompanied
by Amzie Moore, president of the Cleveland, Mississippi, branch of the
NAACP, said it was his belief that information had been given to local
law enforcement officers by the ¥FBI.

A review of the file concerning the discrimination against
Negroes in Bo va;r Cdounty reflects that Charlie Hopkins had not been
interviewed, So made the charge that Amzie Moore was approached
by FBI Agents who questioned him as to whether or not he believed the
FBI dealt as fairly in Mississippi with Negroes as with white per sons, and
actu.ally asked him to 51gna statement to that effect. ,

y ,__,\ u‘, ‘.;,"5.

(A copy of our letter of January 16, 1956, to Dr. Howard
and Dr. Howard's replies of January 19 and 20, 1956, are attached as
Exhibit B)

Refutation of Charges

We acknowledged both of Dr, Howard's letters with our
letter of January 27, 1956. Our answer was short and to the point, and
we did not dignify his vague allegations in his lengthy letter of
January 19 by acknowledging anything he had mentioned. With regard to
his specific charges contained in his letter of January 20, 1956, we pointed
out to him that:

(1) No Agent of the FBI had ever interviewed Charle
Hopkins,

(2) That Agents who had interviewed Amazie Moore on
September 8, 1955, vigorously denied asking him to sign a statement as
to whether or not he believed the FBI dealt as fairly with Negroes as with
white persons.

(A copy of our letter of January 27, 1956, to Dr. Howard
is attached as Exhibit G)
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NAACP Position

As stated abeve, the leadership of the NAACP has
evidenced distrust of Howard!s purposes. A side light of our
controversy with Dr, Howard, pertinent to the purposes of this
memorandum, is our exchange of correspondence with Thurgood
Maxrshall, special counsel of the NAACP, Mr. Marshall on the
whole has been sympathetic with the Bureau's position in the
controversy with Dr. Howard.

After the article appeared in the *Baltimore Morning
Sun®™ on September 26, 1955, we wrote a letter to Mr. Marshall on
September 30, 1955, calling his attention to Howard's remarks, inasmuch
as they had been made before a membership meeting of the NAACP.
We set forth our position in the Till, Lamar Smith and Liee cases which
had been mentioned by Dr. Howard. Marshall acknowledged this letter
and was sympathetic with our position in this matter. The Bureau letter
to Marshall was made public.

We also forwarded to Mr., Maxrshall a copy of our letter
of January 16, 1956, to.Dr., Howard, Mr, Marshall acknowledged this by
letter dated January 24, 1956, and pointed out that Dr. Howard has no
official connection of any kind with the NAACP other than the fact that
he is a member of one of their Mississippi branches. Marshall pointed
out that Howard's speech making throughout the country is strictly on his
own, and he had never consulted with them. He said they neither vouch
for him nor sponsor him in any way and classified Howard as a rugged
individualist. Marshall stated he had explained to NAACP officials in
the office and field the jurisdiction of the FBI in criminal cases, but he
did not see what else he could do to be of assistance to us in this
controversy.

We acknowledged Marshall's letter on February 2, 1956,
and advised Marshall that we understood his position and that of the NAACP
with reference to Dr, Howard., We advised him we had investigated all
of Dr. Howard's charges and found them to be without any basis of fact.

(A copy of our letter of Septiember 30, 1955, to Marshall,
Marshallls letter of January 24, 1956, and our acknowledgment of
February 2, 1956, are attached as Exhibit D).




Civil Rights Cases Mentioned Most Frequently By Dr, Howard

Dr. Howard in his talks, which brought about our
controversy with him, referred frequently to the Emmett Till case,
the Reverend George Wesley Lee case and the Lamar.Smith case.
These:were the only cases actually mentioned in our controversy
with him, Of late, newspaper articles indicate that he has also
mentioned the Gus Courts case and the Amos Reece case, For your
informal:i‘gn’a.nd guidance, there is attached as Exhibit K a thumbnail
sketch oytlﬁef five cases referred to imnmediately above,
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PROBE OFSOUTH'S:
| FBI AGENTS ASKED

2,500 Hear Negro Leader
Who Figured In Till Case

Dr. T. R. M. Howard, Missis-
sippl Negro leader who played
|a prominent role in the recent
Emmett Till murder trial, yes-
terday called for an investigation
into the conduct of Southern
|2gents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigatfon. ‘

“It's getting to “be a strange
thing,” sald Dr. Howard, “that
the FBI can never seem to work
out who is responsible for killings
1of Negroes in the South.,”
| Urges Conference

He made reference to the uh-
solved killings of the Rev. Walter
W, Lee and Lamar Smith, both
active in the movement to get
more Mississippt Negroes to vote.
|+ He urged that the President.
the Attorney General “and J.
Edgar Hoover, himself” be called
|into & conference by national
'|Negro "leaders.

“We must find out” he said,
“why Southern investigators of
Jthe FBI can't seem to solve a
crime where a Negro I8 involved.”
1 Dr. Howard, who acted in a
|lialson capacity between some
witnesses and the State's attor-,
ney of Sunflower county, Missis.
sippl, during the Till trial, said,
“The wave of terror has hit the
South; it Is in Mississippietumen

He cited several examples of
rage diffculty which he claimed

(COnylnqod on Page 17, Column )]

Baltimore Morning Sun

September 28, 1955

)\ ]

PROBE OF FB|

=K

AGENTS ASK

Negro Leader - Refe.rs_ To
Southern Ones In Ta!k_

(Continued from Page 28)

Mississippi.

Dr. Howard told the audience
of .2,500 attending the member-
‘ship’ meeting of the National As-
' sociation for the Advancement of
Calored People at the Sharp
Street, Methodist Church, that he
is “a marked man.”

“I'keep two bodyguards on duty
at' my home -24-hours ‘a day,” he
shouted in.a heated speéch given

from the church’s altar, He spoke |

| for almost two_hours, -

Dr. Howard. spoke bitterly of
the difficulties Negro groups in
Mississippl have in- “just getting
simple.  justice from ~ State
officials."

“A Roman Holiday”

. He branded the charge that
14-year-old Emmett Till insulted
the wife of a white ‘store owner
in Money, Miss., “a lie . , . that
stinks.” .

“Everytime they get ready to
lynch .a Negro in the South, he
told the group in what seemed
to be a departure from a pre-
pared script, “it's got to. be about
a white womap” . ..

5 He ‘described the Till trial, in
which the two white defendants
accused of killing the Chicago

' youth were acquitted, as “a Ro-
man holiday.”

‘interrupted Frequently
Dr. Howard, frequently inter-

represented. daily happenings-in )

‘rupted by comments from the au.
dlence, branded the newly formed
}yﬂuluippl Citizen's Council as

the start of an organized cam.
paign of violence.”

In clesing, Dr. Howard cited
four points necessary to success.
ful integration and'dese, regation,
They were: Equality n educa.
1ion; unrestricted balloting; main.
tenarice of racial {dentity, and re.
ligion. 1 -i-—-—h

xie also asked for a $5,000 do-
nn}?oxla_:lo the N.At.lA.C.P..to finance
school-desegregation co
|4n Missidsippt, urt c"”a!




! FBI "Leaks"
‘Hitin Till -1
 Acquittals

‘ Mississippi’s acquittal of two
|white men 4n the slaying of
Emmett Till, 14, of Chicago,
was denounced today by Dr.
Theodore M. R. Haoward, Ne-
gro leader of Mound Bayqu,‘
Miss. . I

Dr. Howard, who is here to
receive a civil rights award ‘at
'Trjanon Ballroom tonight

¥

rrom Alpha Phi-Alpha, Negro

fraternity, criticized the Fed-
era] Bureau -of Investigation
in respect’to its operations in
Mississippl, Dr. Howard said:
“Confidential information
usually leaks from the local
FBI offices and witnesses in
Negro Xlaying are subjected :
to pressures as a result. i
,Dr. Howard, who foundj
three witnesses ih the Till
'case, said the youth “was just
,one of a half-dozen slaying vic-
tims in a reign of terror &n
Mississippi,’’ W=

Chicago American

December 28, 1955
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nited StategAepartment of Justice

Federal Bursau of Inuestigation
Washington 25, D, @.

IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO

FILE No.

Janvary 146, 1956

or. T. R, M, Howard
Mound Bayou, Mississippi

Dear Zm

During recent months, a number of newspaper
articles have come to my attention which attribute to you
statemants concerning the functions of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Your statemants as reported by the prees
pertaining to the Bl reflect a complste disregard of the facts
on your part. You, &s an American citizen, have every right
1o express yourself as you see fit; however, I do net feel that
you have any right whatsosver to be wrong in your facts, par-
ticularly when they are used in public statements concerning
serious matters. l.et me cite a few spacific instances to illustrate
my point.

The ""Baltimore Morning Sun'' newspaper, iesus of
septeinber 26, 1955, carried a news story headlined "I“robe of
South's FBl Agents Asked.’' This story contained certain erronecus
statements which you made before a membership meating of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored Feople at the
“harp street Methodist Church in Baltimore, You were quoted as
stating, "' We must find out why Southern investigators of the #Al
can't seem to solve a crime where a Negro is involved. ’ You made
these statements in connsction with the slayinge of Tramett Till,
Aeverend George Wesley Lee and Lamar Smith.

I'or your information, this Bureau upon instructions
of the Civil Rights ‘action of the Criminal Division of the Departroent
of Justice conducts a preliminary ingquiry irmunediately upon the receipt
of information alleging a civil rights violation, and the facte are sub-
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Dr, T, R. M. Howard . January 16, 1956
mittad to the Department of Justice for ita determination as to
prosecution or further investigative action. Full investigations in
civil rights cases are conducted only at the direction of the Department
of Justice. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is not a poelicy-making
organization, and we merely conduct a fair snd impartiai investigation
and submit the results of such investigation to the Criminal Division

of the Departanent of Justice. This Bureau ies doing everything within
the scope of existing legialation in civil rights matters, and our fair
and prompt investigations have done much to.increase public respect
for and consciousness of civil rights. You seem to have conveniantly
forgetien the work of this Bureau which was iargely responsible for
tkavirtmlslimtnaﬁmoilynch&agaimtheﬁw&hmﬁﬂs&mmﬁniy
responsible for the breaking up of the Ku Kiux Xlan in the Carolinas
and Georgia.

In regard to the specific cases which you mentioned
in your talk in Baltiznore, 1 woald like you to be awars of the Bureau's
position in esch instance. As you will rocall, when the body of
Lmmett Till was found in the Tallahatchie River in Mississippi on
August 31, 1935, the available facts conceraing this case wers
preseated to the Civil Rights Section of the Separtment of Justice
by this Bureau. The Departmeat advised the facts did not indicate
a viclation of any Federal statute aad, accordingly, this Bureau did
not conduct any investigation in this case.

In the Reverend L.ee case, you will recall that
Reverond l.ee was killed on May 7, 1955. The Criminsl Division
of the Department of Justice requested full investigation into the
death of Reverend Les. Such an investigation was immediately
conducted by Agents of this Buresu, and the facts as developed were
submitted to the Department of Justice.

In comection with the Lamar Smith case, the facts
surrounding this matter were presented to the Criminal Division
of the Department of Justice which advised no investigation should
be conducted by this Bureaa.

The "Chicago American' on Dscember 28, 1955,
carried a news story entitled “FBI ‘Leaks' Hit in Till Acquittals, -
According to the news story, you stated, "Confldential information
usually leaks from the local FBl offices and witnessse in Negro slaying
ars subjected to pressurcs as a result. " As you undoubtedly know,
information contained in the files of this Bureau is coafidential in
aature, and I am deeply concerned as your staterment containg a viry
sericus charge. If you have evidence of much a grave dereliction of
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duty, then it is your duly to call it to the attention of the responsible
officials of e¢ither the Bl or the Departinent of Justice. I'rom the
information available to me, ! kaow of o such incldent, and therefore

1 feel compelled to Tequest that you submit guch evidence as you have to
susiain your irresponsible charge or that you issue @ public retraction.

Irresponsibie and false chargss ¢an serve no useful
purpose in thie critical period. In fact, they are a disservice to
comumnon decsacy, aad I do not proposs to permit false chargss made
aguinst this Bursau to go unchalienged.

If you were intereated in the truth as to the manner
in which this Bureau has discharged its responsibilitias in any area,
you would have made inquiry through responsible channels which are
open o every citisen befors making your interaperate and baseless
charges.

Very truly yours,

| John Edgar Hoover
) Drector
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

AARON E. HENRY

<o scoTT REV. 1BAAC DANIELS
L DREW MOUND BAYDOU,
ASURER ASST. TREABURER

‘Regiénal Qouncil OF egro 1 cadership
MISSISSIPPI

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
MOUND BAYOU, MISSISSIPPI

Januvary 19, 1956

Ve

On January 18, 1956, I was called by the Memphis Commerclal
-Appeal, and asked if I had any comment on a letter from you

to me which you had releaséd to them.

Subsequently, and on

the same dey, I received similar calls from other newspeapers

and press assoclations.
Bayou, Mississippl, home at 9 A.

Your letter to me reached my Mound
M. on January 19, 1956, a

full twelve hours after my first call from the newspapers.
Since I had not received your letter when I was queried by
these newspapers, I was unable to make a complete reply. I
can only presume that you released the letter prior to the
time it could possibly have reached me because you wanted the
whole matter to become an issue in the area of publlc contro-
verasy. I shall, therefore, follow your example and release

this letter to the newspapers.
\

The crux of your complaiht, as I gather it, is that I have

"made false and irresponsible charges" against the FBI 1ln con-

nection with the murders of George W. Lee, LaMar Smith and
Emmett Till, ell of whom were killed in Mississippl during
1955. I am sure that you will understand that these murders,

all of which have gone unpunished, have exclted genulne concern
on the part of milllions of Amerlcans.

heightened by the fact that J. W. Mllam and Roy Bryant explained
in last week!s LOOK magazine that they did kill Emmett Till.

That concern has been

)



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover '

January 19, 1956
Page 2

Since that confegsion there has been no move to take any fur-
ther proceedings against them, either by sgtate or federal
authorities, so far as I know. As a resident of Mississippi,
I know, and I am sure that FBI agents know, that the facts in
the George Lee and LaMar Smith murders arée widely known in the
communities in which they were murdered.

I am a layman, not a lawyer. I do not pretend to know the in-
tricacles of the law. I do know that my own criticism of the
Tallure of Justice in these cases is a reflection of the feelings
of the many thousands of persons to whom I have spoken and with
whom I have talked in the past few months. They are as dismayed
as I am that murders can be committed in the United States and
that murderers can escape indictment, as in the George Lee and
LaMer Smith cases, or win acquittal as in the Emmett Till cases,
when, as in all of these cases, the facts are so well known to
law enforcement authorities, federal as well as state.

As I understand your concept of the law in these matters, your
Bureau is required only to meke investigations at the request of
the Department of Justice. After you have made these investiga-—
tliong, upon reqﬁest gou lay the facts before the Department of
Justice which then determines whether or not prosecution will be
undertaken or further investlgations will be mede. It seems
reasonable to suppose that the Department of Justice must depend,
]for a final judgment as to whether or not prosecution will be
undertaken, on the facts as reported by your Bureau. You sa%
that such investigafISHE'were made in the George Lee case. do
not know, of course, the extent of your investigation. I do not
know whether or not you determined that thls were merely a murder
cage, falling within the province of the State of Mississlppi or
whether you determined 1t was part of a wide-spread consplracy
reaching across state lines that might have brought it within
the purview of federal-civil-rights statutes. What I do know 1is
that a Negro citizen who sought to vote was murdered and that
both State and Federal Governments have declined to take any
action. I do not know upon what grounds the Department of Justice

PSS

-!declined Jurlsdiction. I do know that I sent a telegram to the

Department of Justice asking for a conference on these matters
and recelved an answer some four weeks later statine that such a
conference would be arranged. No date was set for that proposed
meeting.

It was against that background that I voiced my criticism of
”federal inactlion 1n my Baltimore speech. The quotation attributed
to me by the Baltimore Morning Sun is not entirely accurate. In
substance I said on that occasion that "We must find out why the

FBI cannot seem to solve a crime where a Negro is murdered by a
white man in Mississippi.*® Whether the reason for that fallure
lles in inadequacy of federal statutes, or restrictive interore-
tetion of guch statutes by the Department of Justice or the -
fallure of FBI investigative machinery the fact remains that *the
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Mr. J. Edger Hoover
January 19, 1956
Page 3

FBI cannot seem to solve a crime where a Negro i1s muidered by

a white man in Mississippi.* Of course, I do not know the
extent or character of the Bureau's investigation in the Ti1ll
case. I do not know whether your investigation was made avall-
able to Mississippli law enforcement authorities. It 1s plaln
now in the light of the J. W. Milam confesslon in the T1ill case
that the facts lay close to the surface. I have the impresslon
that in many instances the FBI has conducted investigatlons and
found facts which were then glven to state authorities for
prosecution of the wrong doers.

You say that I have "conveniently forgotten the work of this
Bureau...was largely responsible for the virtual elimination of
lynching in the South and, also, was malnly responsible for the
breaking up of the K.K.K. in the Carolinas and Georgla." Frankly,
there is a wide difference of opinlon between us on that score.
You are as entitled to your opinlon that the FBI deserveg credlt
on both these scores as I am to mine that lynching was elimlnated
and the K.K.K. broken up by persistent action by the NAACP
and by an aroused public opinion. I cannot recall a prosecution
of lynching, as such, by the Federal Government and I suppose
that such prosecution would be undertaken only after investiga-
tion by the Bureau. I also understand thet there 1s no federal
anti-lynching statute and that prosecution of lynching, as such,
is a matter for the States. In view of thet fact, I do not
understand how the FBI was able to take effective actlon to
fvirtually eliminate lynching® in light of your statement that
the Department of Justice can_act only when Federal statutes have
been violated. If the Federal Government was able to act in the
area of lynching, in the absence of a federal anti-lynching
statute, 1g 1t possible to undertake similar actlon ln cases such
as the George Lee, LaMar Smith and Emmett T1ll cases in light of
a similar c%almed lack of applicable Federal statutes?

I did charge in my Chicago Press Conference speech that there

had apparently been a "leak" of FBI lnvestigatlons in Misslissippil.
The compleinants live in Misgsissippl and I belleve that you will
agree with me that any Negro complainant in that state risks his
personal safety when he makes charges that run counter to current
oublic opinion in that state. Therefore, I will not recite the
gpecific case in this letter which will be released to the press.
Under separate cover I am sending you a statement of the facts 1n
that case. I know that you will guarantee the safety of the in-
dividual involved. One of the things which I wanted to dlscuss,
and tried to discuss, with the Department of Justice was that very
matter. Since I was never given a definite appointment I was un-
able to present it through those channels.

In conclusion, I reject the charge that I have made "falge and
.irresponsible charges." I have exerclsed my right as an American
citizen to criticise governmental functions. I shall continue to
exercise that right, even when i1t leads to a difference of opinlon

e e s e e




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
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between me and public servants. I regret that thls controversy
has arisen between us since it tends to obscure the fact that
the real issue in the South, and in the Nation and the world
for that matter, is not our differences as to FBI action, or
inaction, but the fact that American' citizens are belng wantonly
murdered in Mississippi and that their murderers are golng un-
punished. Since your letter to me was 1ln the nature of an open
statement to the newspapers I regret very much that you did not
gsee fit to include in 1%t a condemnation of these murders. Your
condemnation might do much to halt this wave of violence. 1In
any event, I shall continue to join with the milllons of other
Americans and cry out against injustice and against that kind of
administration of Justice which permits murderers to go free to
boast their crimes.

Sincerely yours,
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In my letter of January 19 in reference to my
agsertion that there had been a "leak% in in-
formation given to the FBI, I sald that I was
sendling you a letter that would not be released
to the press out of conslderation of personal
safety for the persons involved.

‘Following the August 2, 1955, primary election
8, a reglstered voter of Cleveland,

Mississippi,‘%ggnlginsd_Ig_E%gﬁggg that he had
been denled the right to cas is vote. The date
of his complaint was early in Autumn, J1955. Mr.
Hopkins was visited by agents of the FBI. The
following day he was approached by Chief of Police
Dempsey of Cleveland who upbraided him for making
the complaint to the FBI. Almost immediately,
Mr. Hopkins came to my office in Mound Bayou and
laid these facts before me. Mr. Hopkins was ac-
companled by Amzle Moore, president of the

~ Cleveland Branch of the NAACP. It was the belief

of both Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Moore that local law
enforcement agencies would not have known about

‘the complaint lodged by Mr. Hopkins unless such
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information had been given to those local law
enforcement officers by the FBI. My statement

in Chicago as to a *"leak" from the FBI was made
with those facts in mind. In vliew of the hos-
tility of local law enforcement authoritles
toward Negroes who insist on thelr right to vote
Mr. Hopkins was very much disturbed to find that
his complaint had found its way to them. He
rtold me that he believed that any complaint made
|by him to the FBI would be held in strictest con-
fidence by the FBI and would not be divulged. If
you will grant me an appointment I will be glad
lto bring both Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Moore with me
}to discuss this entire matter with you at your
office in Washington.

—————

“At about the same period of time Mr. Moore was
approached by FBI agents who questioned him as to
whether or not he believed the FBI dealt as falrly
in Mississlppli with Negroes as with white persons,
and actually asked him to sign a statement to that
effect. Mr. Moore refused to sign such a state-
ment.

Frankly, it is a matter of common knowledge among
Negroes in Mississippi that FBI agents in that
gection of the nation are themselves Southerners
who hold prevalling views as to raclal and inter-
racial relationghips. The general feeling ls that
Eée-feelings and attitudes of these agents sub-

oneciously intrude on their judgments and thelr
ttitudes in makihg investigations in the highly
explosive and emotional atmosphere of the South.
ne of the agents to whom I have referred in the
opkins metter is himself, I understand, a former
ocal law enforcement officer from the state of
1ssissippl.

lone does not have to charge a flagrant derelliction
tof duty to belleve that the Judgment of such men
'1s colored by deep seated bellefs and attlitudes.
iIt 1s my belief that any investigation into thls
'situation will be more adequately conducted by
| i ]agents who are not themselves residents of the

area.

Very truly yours,

ol

T. R. M. Howard, M. D.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

Jamuary 27, 19%6

Dr. T. B. M. Howard
Mound Bayou, Mississippi

Dear sir:

| 1 wiek to ackmowledge your two letters of
January 19 and 22, 1956,

The Chicage American of December 28, 1955,
quotes you A3 sayiag: ’

“GConlidantial information usually leaks from the
local FDI offices and witnesses in Negro alaying
are subjected to pressures as s resxlt.

In your letter of Janaary 29, 1956, you now state
that Charlis Hopkins of Claveland, Missisaippi, complained that
ke bad been denied the right to cast his vote and you cite this as
the case of the alleged laak. For your information, no Agents of |
this Bureau have aver interviewed Hophins. 4

- Chief of Police Dempsey of Cleveland, Misainsippi,
whom you charge as baving wpbraided Hopkins for making the
complaint to the FBI, states he could net have dome so for he
does not know whether representatives of this Bareau even talked
to Hopkins.

Your charge that Amgis Moere was asked to sign
a statemeont as to whether or not he belisved the FBI dealt as fairly
with Negroes as with white persons is empbatically denied by the
Agents whe conductad an interview with Amuie Moore en
September 8§, 1985.




Dr., T. R, M. Howard Jasuary 27, 1956

From the established facts above it would appear
that you were incorrect in your sriginal charges.

Very truly yours.

Jobe Edgar Hoover
Director
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M. Mnrgosd Narshell

-National Asspctation for she

Advancenent of Colered Prople
20 Feat 4044 Streed
New York 18, Sew York

Deay Mr. Yarshall:

, Wy attention has deen called to news reparte of
@ speech given by Dre T. R. Ko Howard before o meeting of

"~ the Votiemal iseectation for the Advancemend oS Celored

People o4 Mltimore, Horyland, on Saptender 23, 1355, in
which he rapertedly stated "'ihad she P3I can mever ssem
to work sut who 1s respensible ‘for killings e/ ¥egroxs in
the Jouth. ' . Zeward was gquoted as making reSereace to
the "unsolved Xilltn;z o7 the Rev, Falter #. Lee and lamay
AnttA” and the deeth of Ewmatt Till and urging shat the
Prestdent, She Adterasy densral "'snd J. Figar Heswver,
himgolr’'™ be called into a confersnce dy natfoncl Negro

“leaders te find sut "'oay Southern investigedors ef the
FKI con's seem te 8ol e 8 crime where o Yegre is tnvolved.'"

: ¥, of aourse, do not know dr. Huwerd's connsosions
mith the Nodional Associotion fer Bhe Adusscendnt of Celored
Feople, but since Ae used your organizcsion as & forum fer
Kin mest unfair oritiolonsiof the 731, I on saking the

Itberty o/ writing pou 50 set the recerd otraight. J am

sure that aince yau are Zaniliar with $h¢ 73.'s pesition

in the tnuvestigation of ciuvil righta cones pou will west do
do everydhiing pes cen to sce that the truth 13 fully unders
otned By everybedy,

A6 you Xnew, $he FOI s the Saveasigesive ora of

“the United Statens Depariénceat of Juattoe. It s Teaponatble,

bosed on instructions tasued by the Attorney General, for
tnveatigading allcgations of violations of ths laws o
the United States. I/ a compleint has decen received

oo "'WQ ““'1. . s » ! .
NOTE 2 ' See Jones %0 Niohols memo dated 9-08-55, entitled
"Dr. To H. M, Howard, Dr. Thurgood Marsholl, NA4CP." DIfmed

Frlmeb muh/row
(?-f'
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r. Thurgeod ¥arshall Septenbder 30, 1835

indfoating o violation of the cilvil rights astatutes,

the FAI conducts o preliminary iaguiry. The roaulte

are then iamedtcotely furnished the Criainel Divigion of
the lepartment of Justice. If the Lepariment of Justice
reguests a sfull i{nvestigation, ithis 18 conducted gnd the
results are furnished to it.

In the case imvelving Reverend Jeorpe Tssley Lee
of Belamont, ilsstesippt, the FBI did conduot ¢ preliminary
isvestigation as allegations had deen received ihot Lee
had deen killed because he refuped to remeve hip name from
a 1ist of regiatered voters. Subseguently, ot the request
of the Department of Justice, the FAI conducted ac full
investigation. DTAlg has now Ddeen ocompleted and the
regults furntshed the lepariment of Juatice.

In the other two casss mentioned by Dr. FHoward,
the killiny of Lamar Swith, af Breokhaven, utaataaigit,
ond Immett Ti11, avatlodle facts were presented to the
Criminal Diviston of the Depariment of Justice mAloh cdvised
that no investigatien was cdesired in e¢ither case as the
Jacts did not indicote o vielation of anp Federal statute.

Phe statexents gf e, Howard criticixing the FBI
show o total disregard of the faocts. Apparently he has
overlooked the investigations which led to prosecutive
actton against membdora of the Ku Xlux Xlan. I8 Cotoder, 1531,
Jor exunple, o group of Llonsmen, orpanized by the ixolied
Cyclops of the Fatr Blusf? (Nertk Careline) Lloverm, Xu Xluz
Klam, abduoted two wictims, drove them acroas the state line
into South Carolins where each was flogped. As a reault of
the FBI's prompt Investigation, tem pefsownsS ere comvicted
in Untted Statea Jigiriet Court, ¥#ilmringion, Norith Carclina,
in ¥ay, 1952, ror wiolation of the Federal Kidnuping Statute.

In onother instonoe, Fu Llux Klonsmen demonsirated
and burned crveses in Dade County, Ceorgta. 4s a result of
their activitiea, seversl phite persons were intimidated and
soven Negroes flopgged. The FAI promptly instituted an Investi-
gation, and two law enforcesent officers were convicted in the
Inited States District Court nt Rome, Seorgis, im March, 1230,
Jor violatien of the Federal givil rights statute. It is
interesting to note that in thie case a rescluiton. woe
directed to the Atlanto and Kmoxville offices of the FEI dy
nerbers of the Federal Grand Jury o/ the United States
Diatriet Court commending the invegtigating Agents of
the FBI who "hy their great fidelity and simglensss o
purpose in developing the information in the Inde Coumty,
Georgia, congpiraoy trials have gone jfar beyond the line
o/ duty to aid, agsist and protect itAe citizens of the

*3*
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Mr, Thurgeod Narehall Septenber 30, 1958

United States aad ta further the cause of aquity and Justioe
tn dmerica.” The United States itéoraey, the Federal Judge

asd the Adtorascy Jeneral alse commended the work of the FBI,
Surely th:a is evidence of the thoroughness and inparttaltty
o/ the FBI's investigations,

I think you will egree thaid the FBli's feir and
premwpt investigations have dene much to inorecae public
reapect for and censciousness of civil rights,. In 1954,
nersover, for the third satraight year there were no
lynehings in the United States, In fbct, during tae last
ten years, compared with the previdus decude, lymchings
drepped from 65 te 18, Lynchiags at aay time are terridle
_sxamples of mod codion. These figures indicate, howsver,
@ higher reapsot for law and the processes of danoornttc
government,

Since I'r, Feward's remarks were made gt a meeting
of the National 4asseociation fer the Admancenent of (olored .
People, I falt oompelled teo oall them to your atiention in
view of tAeir widespread disasemination in the press,
MNoreover, since you are familiar wiih the regord and
haoe knowledge of the diligence with which the FBI applies
ttaelf 4o cases within its jurisdiction, I know that Yyou
woulc noé want your erganiszation do put isself in a pesttion
of supporting factual tnaccuracies,

Sincerely yours,
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATIUON FOR THE ADVANCEMENT GF COLORED PECGPLE

20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y,
LOngacre 3-¢890

C January 24, 195¢

P Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Y United States Department of Justice
Federal Burean of Invesatigation
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Mr. Hoover:

1 have your letter of Janunary lith enclosing a copy of
the letter to Dr. T. R. M. Howard of Mound Bayou, Mississippi.
The delay in answering your letter has been caused because it was
mistakingly sent te Chicago, lllinois by the post office and we
received it last Friday. It was held for my attention on retarn to
the office this morning.

In the first place, I think we should make it clear
that Dr. T. R. M. Howard bas no official commection of any kind
with the N, A, A,C,.P, other than he is a member of one of our
M ssissippi branches. His speech making throughout the country
is strictly om his owe and we have found that he has made these
speaking engagements without any consaltation with us. This is
true even of the meetings that he has spoken to at the reguest of
local branches of the N, A A, C. P, We neither sponsor him nor do
we vouch for waat he says. He is in very somse of the word a rugged
individualist,

However, we did undertake the task of straightesing out the
situation brought about as a result of his speech to the Baltimore
Branch of the N,A A, C, P, OUn the other hand, 1 do not see what we
can do concerning his recent statements. I have gome this far. I have
explained to N, A, A,C.P, oificials in the office and in the field
wherever 1 have gone that the F. B, 1. has no responsibility at all
for instituting criminal proeecution. As I understand it, the ¥ B.1,
makes the investigations and the decision as to whother or not to
institute criminal prosecution is the scle province of the Attorney
General and/or the First Assistant Attorney General. I am also
aware arnd I have made it clear whenever called upon to do so that
in civil rights matters, the investigat:on as well as the prosecution
is controlled for the most part by the Attorney General's office.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

Februsry 2, 1956

Mr. Thurgood Marshall

'Wﬂmm

26 Weat 4081 SRreet \
x;m York 18, Mew York

Dear Mr. Sﬁtmm

1 wish to acknowivdge your latter of January 24th.
. sxstagd  your position and that of the
Hational Association for tha Adv at of C@I@ﬂd FPeople with
referencs to Dr. T. R. M. Howard)
\
Dr. Howazd, iacldawn Ay, acknowledged my letter
of Janusry loth with twe communic y, vus of which he ronde
public. The ether purporied to document his charge of 3 leak
in the FBI. The fact of the mutter is the person Dr. Howard
named bad never besc conthctsd by the FRI so it would have baen
impossible for any infermatice, which wad never in the possession
of the FBI, to be given to persons cutside the Buvean. On the
other hand, we have ascertained the persen hamed by Dr. Moward
d d contact a local Chief of Police in Missinslppl about veting rights
and was referred te the local slection officiale)

In eddition, thers wers other % sot fgﬂh in
Dy. Howard's letter which wers incorrect snd originsl charge

that, Confldential information ususily leaks from'the local ¥BI

offices and witnssnes fn Negre sinyiag sre suhjectad to w-mru
as & result, wis found t0 bs incorrect on the basis
established fxcta. o\

- . sinceraly vm\




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover -2 - January 24, 195¢

1 appreciate your sending me copy of your letter to
Dr. Howard and 1 will continue, as in the past, to base public
statements on facts. I am also hopeful that the N A A, C.P, itself
will continue to make statements and react solely on the basis
of fact.

Si;ce rely,
/s/ Thurgood Marshall

Thurgood Marshall
Special Counsel

Tm;abs







Till, a l4-year-old Negro from Chicago, was allegedly
kidnaped in Money, Mississippi, and killed on August 28, 1955, by two
individuals for making indecent remarks to the wife of one of the men.
No investigation was conducted by this Bureau in this matter. The
Department advised that there was no violation of a Federal statute
involved. J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant were arrested and tried for the
murder of Emmett Till and were found not guilty. The issue of "Look!"
magazine for January 24, 1956, contains an article by William Bradford
Ruie that Examett Till was shot by J. W. Milam. The article reports
that Roy Bryant accompanied Milam and both had beaten Till with pistols
prior to the shooting. Information received by Bureau that rumor is being
circulated in Memphis, Tennessee, that Milam and Bryant received
$10, 000 for the story appearing in the magazine.

THE EMMETT TILL CASE: - - ~

THE REVEREND GEORGE WESLEY LEE CASE

On May 7, 1955, Reverend Liee, colored, was shot
and killed in Belzoni, Mississippi. Full investigation conducted at
request of the Department as allegations were received that Reverend Lee
had been shot because he refused to remove his name from the list of
registered voters. Two possible suspects identified; namely, Joe David
Watson, Sr., and Marion Ray, but no witnesses located who could identify
the individuals who actually fired the shots. Information received that
results of our investigation will be made available to local law enforcement
officials and the Attorney General will announce that no violation of the
Civil Rights Statute is involved., All investigation in this matter has been
completed and results sent to Department.

THE GUS COURTS CASE

On November 25, 1955, Gus Courts, Negro, was shot
in Belzoni, Mississippi. Preliminary investigation as requested by the
Department was conducted to determine if shooting had occurred because
Courts had refused to remove his name from the list of registered voters.
By memorandum of January 12, 1956, and on January 16, 1956, Department
requested additional investigation including interview of Bert Regan, who
had allegedly told Courts prior to the shooting *'they are planning to get
you, "' and interview of two additional witnesses who allegedly saw shots
fired but could not identify individuals. The investigation requested by the
Department has been completed, and final results were furnished to the
Department on January 24, 1956,

THE AMOS REECE CASE

On December 5, 1955, United States Supreme Court
rendered an opinion involving Amos Reece who had been convicted on




-
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October 30, 1953, of raping a white woman in Cobb County, Georgia.
The victim in his petition to the Supreme Court contended he had been
indicted October 23, 1953, by Grand Jury from which Negroes had

been systematically excluded in possible violation of Section 243, Title 18,
United States Code. On December 20, 1955, Department requested full
investigation so it could be determined whether or not Negroes had been
systematically excluded from Grand Jury in Cobb County during the past
five years. Investigation ordered December 22, 1955, and results of
investigation were forwarded to Department January 9, 1956. Supreme
Court reversed conviction of Reece, and no information received that
Reece has been retried.

On January 5, 1956, Congressman Henderson Lanham
of Georgia on the floor of the House of Representatives accused the
Department of Justice of attempting to interfere with justice in the Reece
case and intimidating Cobb County officials. Congressman Lanham accused
an FBI Agent of asking an intimidating question of County Solicitor
Luther Hames, Jr., and Mr. Hames inferred confirmation of this question
in the press. Congressman Lanham was joined in his charges by five
other Congressmen from Georgia as well as Congressman Rivers of.
South Carolina.

On January 17, 1956, Fred Bentley, State Representative
from Cobb County, Georgia, introduced in the Georgia State Liegislature
a resolution which passed unanimously condemning Attorney General
Brownell and the FBI for conducting an investigation into the Cobb County
Grand Jury selection. Mr. Bentley was also quoted in the press as
stating we had investigated his colleagues, Raymond Reed, who handled
the prosecutions in the Reece case. No investigation has been conducted
of Reed.

_ Press notices of 2/2/56 reflect that Department publicly
stated that investigation showed no violation at present time and was
closing case,

£

THE LAMAR SMITH CASE

On August 13, 1955, Lamar "Ditney" Smith, a 63~year-old
Negro, was shot and killed allegedly by three individuals named above
on the lawn of the Brookhaven, Mississippi, Court House. Press articles
indicated that the slain man was reported to have urged other Negroes to
cast absentee ballots in the Mississippi Gubernatorial race.

No investigation in this matter has been conducted by the

Bureau; however, local developments at the request of the Criminal
Division have been followed. The three individuals, Neoah Smith,

- I
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Mack Smith and Charles Falvey were arrested and charged with the
murder of Smith and are presently free on bond awaiting grand jury
action. This matter was presented to the State Grand Jury in
September, 1955; however, the grand jury took no action in the matter.
The next State Grand Jury at Brookhaven was to be impaneled during
the first week in January, 1956. No results have been received as of
January 24, 1956,

Our New Orleans Office was advised on January 25, 1956,
by Mr. Mike Cary, new District Attorney at Brookhaven, Mississippi,
that he had subpoenaed several witnesses before the Grand Jury during
the week of January 16, but nothing was developed to justify the ‘
indictment. He stated he was attempting to develop new information
so that additional evidence would be presented to a Grand Jury in the
future.
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UPI ~-173
(LOMAX)

WASHINGTON~--THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAID,TODAY IT WAS NOT TO BLAME
F@R ANY DELAYS AN AMERICAN WRITER LOUIS L MAY HAVE ENCOUNTERED
ON HIS WAY BACK FROM CUBA UHERE HE WENT TO R THE JULY 26 '
ANNIVERSARY OF F1I

PRESS OFFICER COMMENTING ON A REPORTED
STATEMENT BY LOM 'STATE DEPARTMENT HAD HAMPERED
HIS RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES, SAID THIS WAS NOT TRUE,

| IHE TO CUBA AS A JOURNALIST, “SOMETIME AFTER JULY 26,"
SAID, "HARPER'S MAGAZINE, FOR WHOM LOMAX WAS ON AéSIGNMENT,
TALLED TRE DEPARTMENT TO SAY THAT HE WAS “HAVING DIFFICULTIES
OBTAINING A MEXICAN VISA TO TRANSIT MEXICO CITY IN ORDER TO
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES."
THE STATE DEPARTMENT MADE "INFORMAL INQUIRIES® OF THE MEXICAN
GOVERNMENT AW [IAS ADVISED THAT A VISA HAD ALREADY BEEN ISSUED
TO MR, LOMAX, SAID. "WE HAVE NO DETAILS AS TO MR.
| LOMAX 'S REPOﬁTEﬁ_FREEEN" FROBLEM," HE ADDED.
POINTING OUT THAT THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF A TRANSIT VISA, THE U.S, SPOKESMAN SAID "CONTRARY
TO0 WHAT MR, LOMAX ALLEGES, THE ’DEPARTMENT OF STATE IN NO WAY
\HAMPERED HIS RETURN TRAVEi INDEED, THE FACTS DEMONSTRATE
g THA%/;HEwgggggggENT ASSISTED MR. LO&AX IN EVERY PRACTICAL UAY,"

A}
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N

m INFORM'AH% CONTAED 11 = KNP RPN LY
HEREIN IS URGL L _ autl
DATE \o Yiﬁ———h*“"\&%}f e AL U
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WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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UPI-51
(CUBA)
WASHINGTON~~THE STATE DEPARTMENT DENIES HAMPERING AN AMERICAN
VRITER WHO CLAINMS TO HAVE ENCOUNTERED DIFFICULTY IN MEXICO WHEN
RETURNING FROM A TRIP TO CUBA,

PRESS OFFICER WAS ASKED ABOUT A REPORTED b6
STATEMENT BY LoOU AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT HINDERb7c
HIS RETURN E UNTTEﬁ“STATES FROM AN ASSIGNMENT FOR HARPER'S

MAGAZINE TN CUBA.

AID THE CLAIM WAS NOT TRUE. ;',\‘\
FE REFORTED THAT LOMAX'S PASSPORT FOR THE TRIP WAS VALIDATED BY \Q
Iﬁs |

THE STATE DEPARTMENT, BUT SAID, ™SOMETIME AFTER JULY 26%°
HARFER'S CALLED THE DEPARTHENT TO LOMAX WAS "HAVING DIFFICULTIES
OBTAINING A MEXICAN VISA TO TRANSIT MEXICO CITY IN ORDER TO RETURN
TO THE UNITED STATES,.Y

AFTER MAKING INFORIMAL INQUIRIES, THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS ADVISED
THAT °A VISA HAD ALREADY BEEN ISSUED TO «» _WE HAVE NO
DETAILS® ABOUT LOMAX'S PRESENT PROBLEM, SAID.
8/10~~TD152PED

3 o 6292--— 70X P26
ALL INFORMATION CoNTAINED Y

FEREIN IS Ung
DERE JLLHfAss:FnsD

BYS&MW{* YA - paLib S

No~ - 'ORDED
’ UG 18 1963

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 3
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON
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INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
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MEXICO CITY

REPORTING OFFICE
g

&

[8/7 - 9/19/63

*CASE
[sa gamEs R. GRIM_EE\& u-

TITLE OF

TYPED BY

o

m

CHARACTER OF CASE I

INTERNAE SECURI
.Aez2:79
4

2 2

0
LOUIS E.“LOMAY »eqy Tt
EXTEKDE Y.éﬂ- _TEX prisd
REASLH FOR|EXTENRION

FGI, §, 1

‘2 P IR VSN 2« IRy~ o
 DATE GF REVIEW o;\Q T
SINOPSIS:  pEcyasSIFiGA mi.. 3782,

| Subject, U. S. citizen, reportedly traveled from Mex:Lc‘:o,
D. F., Mexico, to Havana, Cuba, on 7/26/63 and returned from
Havana to Mexico, D. F., on 8/8/63, via Cuban Aviation Company
flights, Subject listed residence at lll‘l 83 - 179th Street,
8. Albans, New York. -

- RUC - SEE REVER<r ez Fon

1 REFERENCE: ADD. BiSSEszaion,

“Bureau letter to Washington Field Office and New
York 8/16/63, @aptlon WAVEL CONTROL - CUBA, IS - CUBA.\

UL
Gl Al
-(év

A
P

ADMINISTRATIVE:
# J27
dent The files of the Mex::.co City Office’con :m\nk&sis
identifiable information concerning the subject. N\ S\ ;
CORIER-DEsE Ulassitnd DA
; ; FRO¥RD Dectasai q
\S:‘, APPROVED {i x/\ \47 M&Mﬁ@% SP%LA,_',‘A’,\Q%EM DO NOT WRITE IN spAcES BllLow
(w«}? COPIES MADE: } L '
~ .— Bureau (62-102926) lﬁfa P /’6 “
B} 1 - Liaison SW 0@\‘{\-@& [ e T
- w\ 2 - New York) e 4 REC-19
ey /“’p\ jashdngbor=feity b(,w‘-/ a 0CT _J 1963
iy }\ :i’L * U. S. Embassy and CIA, L ‘ .
45‘ ‘1 T‘Pgexclco glgyl {circulation) f% %*c oo MO dmwff\/ 3 A;@a
X e l; xico City ‘ . : ST oE
\" \:‘\ “i"} n \ A ECM ®/
N .,ﬂ 'I%pseminuﬂo?v,kRecord of Attached Report No?g}ibr}st Y
agene™ . \B/Bba gy NHE |, |HCS/ 05 o | - Yy A
Request Rogd. | "‘ﬁ oL A AR ‘”Cé‘/;?,/h JAL{J :
Date Fwd., %, /(\711/‘;6 ’j adp . ’C/ﬂyb !
How Fwd. \J g WW‘!::’”?)!AW;?@;‘-
By S w/f /( LB ek ’y’qf/n 9 Ienoi— 12.S
{ 'u“ (h Y A /?'//‘/ s~
L 00 SONEIDENTIAL- RO
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. to 'determine the nature of the subject's activities, noting

- L;,{U) ' b7E
;Lu,
SQURCES: — - o B—
Tdentity of Source . ... . File Location
T-1 18 (0 %ZL—
Etz is
CLASSIFICATION: '

This report is classified "Confidential' because
it contains information obtained from Bureau informants
operating in a foreign field, the disclosure of whose iden~
ities could be in cal £to the national defense interests of
the United States.)y L.

L EADS:
NEW YORK
At St. Albans, N. Y¥.: Will institute investigation

that he indicated residence at 114-83 - 179th Street, St.
Albans, New York, u

WASHINGTON FIELD

At Washington, D. C.: Will, through the records
of the Passport Division, U, S. Department of State, attempt
to further ldentify the subject and thereafter set out appro-
priate leads to develop background information and ascertain
the nature of the subject's activities.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

File No. ‘
September 27, 1963

LOUIS E, LOMAX

i COUTINED
%}é‘?tm i3 “‘Uﬁ-i‘:lu This document contains neither
i 'v—i - AT recommendations nor conclusions of
E’:i"_“’,',. the FBI. It is the property of
G- the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
. it and its contents are not to be
y ! distributed outside your agency.

On August 6, 1963, T-1 advised that the Cuban
Aviation Company passenger manifest for Flight #465 on July
26, 1963, from Mexico, D. F., Mexico, to Havana, Cuba, dis-
closed that LOUIS LOMAX, a North American, bearing United
States Passport #2181534, traveled to Havana on that date
with a courtesy visa.\%g},

T-1 subsequently advised on August 12, 1963, that
LOVIS E, LOMAX, male, United States citizen, bearing United
States Passport #2181534, arrived in Mexico, D, F., from
§SE§Q§£33/Cuban Aviation Company Flight #46& on August 8,

On August 15, 1963, T-2 stated that a check of the
Mexican Immigration records maintained by the Mexican Minlstry
of the Interior (Gobernacion), Mexico, D. F., disclosed that
IOUIS LOMAX, a United States citizen and the bearer of a
Mexican Tourist Permit, departed from the Central Airport,
Mexico, D. F., on July 26, 1963. According to these records,
LOMAX was 40 years of age, born in Valdosta, Georgia, was a
writer by profession, and indicated residence at 114~-83 -
179th Street, St. Albans, New York. U

It is noted that T-1 and T-2 are not the custodlans
of the afore~-mentioned records and are not in a position to

testify in a court of law concerning th‘ig??tter. C{'T‘

Wy Pt/ i
CLASSIRIED AN ‘Q'D | CoOH @Tﬁ.ﬁgf U;i\\w m&??*"””

EXTEND Ao sclasshiyfpn: OABR

REASON PQR EXTERSION
FCIN, 1, 1-
DATE GF R

- B o




on September 17. 1963, |

| bé

b7C

Citizenship Office, and

and Welfare Office, U. S. Embassy, Mexico, D.

Protection

7, , advised

that the records of theilyr respective offices contain no in—

formation identifiable with the SubjeCt'Z&;ZLz
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UNITED STATES UEi’ARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
In Reply, Please Refer to SR '7‘3“(‘\‘” :

File No. September 27, 1963

LOUIS E, LOMAX

This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBIL. It is the property of

the FBI and is loaned to your ageneyy
it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency,

Reference is made to the memorandum dated and
captioned as above.

T-1 and T-2, mentioned in the referenced memorandum,
have furnished reliable information in the past. L4

Foenn o -
L-fcci"’l'fﬁf“—-——‘\ T
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- ,}, L A 1962 EDITION o oemee - RN Cr.
o  UNITED STATES GOWERNMENT ‘ ‘7 Y C
b Memorandum . R,
Vs/ .
TO, * DIRECTOR, FBI .. paTE: 10/4/63
FR@%C, WFQ {RUC) b7E
SUBJECT: EJ-OUIS E UEL LOMAX - @ LN
IS - CUBA ) N
(00: NY) )§(U« L owi s Loma;( ﬂ\ A }‘}Sﬁ@\»ﬁ,
- Declasgiy | ;ﬁ@ﬂ
ReBulet dated 8/16/63, Yga.pt:.oned "TRAVEL CO. OL~ '
T  cua, 15 - CU.71¢\1},
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 9 and for
New York, 2, copies respectively, of a LHM captioned "LOUIS
EMANUEL LOMAX, IS - CUBA" and dated as aboveag\u_ .
., The confidential source aboard referred to in the
\ enclosed LHM is the Legat, Mexico City as set out in Legat,
N Mexico City Cablegram dated 7/31/63.%71__
|

The passvort file review on LOMAX was conducted by —
iC
u . b7C

The enclosed LHM is classified ''Cemfidential' E
since disclosure of the information furnished by the Legat, o
Mexico City, wq$2i.d be harmful to the best interests of the fzj'
United State
| 3G CRisll o 0 AL 8152, S )
s @- Bur ) O
/ (1 cec TO: b7E
- N " - I e}
j % - %,SX York F’Enc’ 2) SRM) REQ. REC’D.é-/f.z o 8
| APR 3 0 1965 2
IéEy:jsw/PAP ANS Q o
6 mem e flones R et LAl r =3
r Yoy B jo e lBY. /X
Copy to: CIA/State/% > vy o]
ONI/GSI/ACSI - %’
by routmg slip for info.
Dcttelo? ‘,f 65 .bYt»({Z\r?.}.J:.{..\ s
- )
- N, /- L1
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE v
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION )

A

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
“File No. October 4, 1963

LOUIS EMANUEL LOMAX
[INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBANJ.)
= . =

On July 31, 1963, a confidential source abroad advised
that he had learned one Louis Lomax, traveling on United States
Passport 2181534, traveled to Cuba on July 25 or July 26, 1963, Xu__

On September 3, 1963, a review of the passport file,
United States Department of State, pertaining to Louis Emanuel
Lomax, revealed he was issued Passport Number 2181534 on May
27, 1960, 1In applying for this passport on May 27, 1960, at
New York, New York, he furnished the following information:

Birth data August 6, 1922, at Valdosta,
Georgia ’
Permanent residence 114~-29 166th_Street, Jamaica 2
34, New_York N
Father Emanuel C%S“ﬁith, born

Sandersville, Georgia, date
Wz not known 0-
Mother Sow th La-u‘;@m,ﬂ, Sarah LouiWax, born o

mos Emawucl, (. 1y Valdosta, Georgla, date not ~ =\
nown ’
Wife Married on February 5, 1958, . |

, -~ ‘to Beatrice Louisé"%czmax,
s Lovi's Emawue N0 ay 17, 1938, B¢, Louis,
Missouni; marriage not terminated

Proposed Depart New York City on June
itineraxy 15, 1960, by air for one-month

trap foxr vacatioppsip. S

and France AAmELP@%MLIE”
Physical 5t on ADSTS - .
description Black hair SLALP .

Brown eyes : Q/ﬁs_,‘iw_
Occupation Writer DEFE o -5 —

CLASSIFIED W
EXTENDED BNN2f-3...0.0
REASON FOR EXJENSION
FOIM, I, 1-28.2 N - o oo een b AT
DATE CF REVIEW
DECLASSIFICATIO

10-9-79 I 7145
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LOUIS ENMANUEL LOMAX

The passport file also revealed that Passport Number
2181534 issued to Lomax was renewed on July 10, 1963, on
which occasion Lomax listed his occupation as journalist and
his permanent residence as 114-83 179th Strecet, Saint Albans,
New York. He requested that this passport be validated for
a two-weeks trip to Mexico and Cuba for work in connection
with his occupation as a journalist. ¢

The passport was validated for one~round trip to Cuba, \
not to extend beyond August 31, 1963. He indicated his departure
would be from the port of New York by air on or about July 20,
1963. Further details not shown. (4
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GNP
SAC, New Yor:

Director, FBI (62-102926)
j
LOUIS EUMANUEL LOMAX

25 - cosd]y o /.
3NN

- w
ReBulet 8-16-63 (captioned "Travel Controls - Cuba” &d
W70 letter and memorandunm dated 10-4-63 re captioned subject. &

. Enclow are two copies of report of SA James R. Grimes
lat Mexico City] two coples of letterhead memorandum both dated U-
9-27-63 re captioned subjcct._gg

E’naamuch as the subject

been identiried and reaeon
to Cudba been ascertained

reau doeg not desire an %
Jurther inguiries re him be made in this case in the absence of
information contained in the files of the New Yorr Office which
would form ¢

he basis for a security investigation of subject.

For your information, United Press International made
release on 5-10-63 which reported subject to have made the statement
in Yexico that the Department of Stata hindered his returnm to the

% S from an agssignment in Cubda for Harper's iMagazine, This allegation
was denied by a representative

of the Department of State. The sane
representative, however, veriried subject’s having been to Cuba on
behalys of Harper's dagazine. q

Enclosures - 4 | ABPROPRINTE AGENCTES CLASSIFI
P

EXTENDED bl

- T?;’ '; I3 "'f.‘ o "‘;‘; ..... el wiaddiadi ol -t

JRW:klpepd b AD’fd"I\:,—' ’\ | a  REASON FGR 3

(4) SLIF.. C//ASS-,_,____. rem, I, 1-2.4, ) N Tt
T - ... DATE OF REVIA (% -23

HOTE: PRYE_Jn — 25 729 " DECLASSIFIC MR L VR R

ES‘ubject traveled to Cubda erO-ﬁ%l ico in July, {963, with
Us S. passport validated for such travel. Subject is a journalist U~
and Bufiles do not contain any data which can serve as a basis for
an lnvestigation of subdject's activities. In the absence of same

in the New York Office, this matter should be closed.

& 4

MAILED 3 ©UREC- 12
e LI Y % ‘%m ocT 81863 b
ale CQMM-FBI { - / /S : . [ (. -
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TELETYPE UNIT ]
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. 1 - N.P. Callahan/M W '
SAC, New Yook 1 - W. C. Sullivan Octol 0. 1963
1 - F.J. Baumgardner, ‘b6

Director, FBI (62-46855) b7cC
: - 1 - B. M. Suttler

‘ 1 - R.S. Garner

3.GIVEN.. & REPORT 1 - Miss Butler

AR AR, MALCQLM. X, AND 1 - Section tickler
mmc?wsxmm “72 - Orig & copy
BY LOUIS EJLOMAX Pork (- Yellow
BOOK REVIEWS —
‘ T The captioned book has been published recently by The World Publishing
Company, 119 West 5Tth Street, New York 19, New York; the price is listed as
. $3.95 a copy.
iv.
v ; You should discreetly obtain, as soon as possible, one copy of the book
.- for the use of the Bureau and forward it to the attention of the Research--Satellite
[\,‘3 Section-
NOTE: SA| Internal Security Section, has requested the book for :g c ‘
review. After review, the book will be placed in the Bureau Library where it is - |
r not now available. Availability of book negative as result of check with several -
| bookstores in city. o \
i AMB:cr UU N
(10) |
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED [
HEREI" 15 UNCLASSIFIED o
DATE10-9-29_BY 59-31‘6&\‘@%0\ ‘ YA
N
i 'ﬂ'? a
TS wwd Y09 9 E
0CT 3 01363 ~ 7 ]
COMMFBI 2
Tolson £y !
- 5.
Casper _/A L f
o N 4 (é £
DeLoceh o °
Gale
Rosen
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ud 3/24/64

l - ir, Belmont

1 - Mr, Mohr
Airtel 1l - Mr, Deloach

l -« Mr, Sullivan

1 - Mr, R, W, Smith

1l - Mr, Bland b7E
To: 8ACs New York 1 ~ Mr, Baumgardner\\g

Beattle 1 - Mr, Rosack AN

From: Pirector, FBI (25-330971) :
NATION OF ISLAM AUT INFORMATION CQNWN%—“
INTERNAL SECURITY - NOX HERE! 1S UNCLASSIFIE

\V f- 7€K .
ReSEairtel 3/20/64, DATL(D. -9-29 B} 's""o"”‘"" "4%

For the information of New York, the book "When '
the Word is Given,,.."” by Louis B, Loaax contuinT::::f:f:jent b6

82 beginning oh ndicating that L7C
(New York file a former FBI Agent, It bTE
is noted tha applied for position

as Special Agent Accountant at the Philadelphia Office on
6/36/52 and took the Bureau examination on 8/27/52 at Phila-
delphia., He was advised by letter dated 10/2/52 that his
application was not being favorably acted upon as he had
attain satisfactory ratings in the Bureau tests,
has at no time been connected with the Bureau as a
ial Agent or in any other capacity. In 1952 he was

employed as an inspector with the Department of the Army at
Philadelphia,

New York should contact Lomax unless files of that
office indicate that such contact should not be made for the
purpaose of pointing out to him that the statement as contained
in his book is inaccurate, New York should also advise Lonmax
that this inaccurate aisleading statement should be removed >
from any future printings of the book., The results of the -
contact with lomax should be furnished to the Bureau
expeditiously,

A copy of this communication is being furnished
the Chicago Office ninco| currently resides in Chicago,

Illinois, // 3
1 - Chicago (100-38635) 3*&,,- -z e
' ‘%:l . | 2 & mel%d b6
1 b7C
o = T N b7E
TPR:xbm (17) SEE NOTE PAGE 2 T .

68 APR1 1yps UpLInATE YELLOW



Airtel to New York
Seattle

NATION OF ISLANM

25-330971

ROTE:

Sce memorandunm Baungardner to W, C, Sullivan,
sane caption, dated 3/23/64, TPR:rbm,
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Mr, W, C. Sullivan 3/23/64
' Mr, Belmont
! Mr, F, J. Baumgardner Mr, Mohr
‘ Mr, Deloach

Mr, Sullivan

Mr, R, W, Smith
Mr, Bland
¥r., Baumgardner o~
ir, Rosack

NATION OF ISLAM
INTERNAL SECURITY - NOIX

et ot b ok ot e fud ot

By airtel dated 3/20/64 the Seattle Office furnished a
copy of "When the Word is Given,..™ by Louis E, Lomax concerning the
Nation of Islam (NOIXI), which book on page 82 refers to |6
National Secretary of the NOI, as “a former FBI agent," This book b7C
was published in paperback by the New American Library of World
Literature in February, 1984.l4

current National Secretary of thevs
NOI, on 6/26/52 appeared at the iladelphia Office and applied for ©bic
position as Special Agent Accountant, He was afferded the Bureau :
examination on 8/27/5%2 at Philadelphia and was advised by letter dated
10/2/52 that his application was not being faverably acted upon as
he failed to attain satisfactory ratings in
quent to interview of this applicant by ABAC ’ .
Hinsze commented that he did not believe the applicant had sufficient

experience, intelligence, personality or abilit avorably
recommended for the position of Special Agent, has had no
official connection with the Bureau in sny wa n the above-~
mentioned application, It is also noted that was the subject
of a full=-field loyalty investigation conducte 2 in connection

with his former position as an inspector with the Department of the
Army in Philadelphia, He was at that time listed as eligible on the
basis of loyalty by the Civil Service Commission on conclusion of
the investigation,

In 1954 an investigatien was initiated concerning[  |b6
in view of his membership in the NOX, He became National Secretary Pr7C
of the NOI having resided in New York and on 10/29/60 moved to .
Chicago where he has remained to the present time in his capacity as
National Secretary, (A

7
Enc, ‘ﬁ,w
¥ .. T S N

25-330971 { : e e -
. 1 = 62«102926 (Lomax) AT Mok < 1964
T

TPR EXTENDED BY SF-DT 10-$p7C
| a2 ’ o e T Y FCim, i, 1-24.2. . /NC. 3
5? APR 1 1964 ‘J Sl BATE GF REV D

DECLASSIFICATER. . 3" 8 ?.“5'2/
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Memorandun to Mr, W, C, Sullivan
FE: NATION OF ISLAM
P5.230971

[y

e "‘.'y

. jr g:wnal ! 1R}
L]

louis Ionax is a free-lance writer who resides in
domajen, Hew York, Iie is the sauthor of an award-winning book, "The
Reluctant African," and articles autihored by him have appeared in
several netionally known magazines, An investigation was conducted
concerning Lomax in 1963 when he traveled to Cuba from Mexico in

July, 1963, with a United States passport validated for such travel.!l}kf

The book, "¥hen the Word is Glven,..," 1ls described as
*a report on Elijah Mabammad, Malcolm X, and the Black liuslim World,"
The bhook describes the NOX from ite founding through the current
leadership of Elijeh Muhsumad and devotes considerable space fo
Malcol.i ¥ Little, former NOI minister in New York City, who on 3/12/é4
announced nls split with the KOX for the purpose of forning o new
Negro nationalist movement known as Muslim Mosque Incorporated, The
history of the NOI is reviewed and the emphasis appears to be directed
townrd Muslim philosophy. To obtain a clear picture of the Huslinm
philosophy, Lomax devotes considerable space in the book to speeches
glven by Malcolm X Little wherein Little boldly projects the belieis
of the Muslims, The teachings of the KOI are included in the speeches
by Little concerning the fact thal the white man is a devil; that
bhlacks and whites should be separated; and that the hatred of the
wkhite man is not taught but rather love of self, referring to the
Hegro race, There are no other references to the Bureau in the book
other than the one statement mentioned above, u

It ig felt that the Office should be advised
concerning the true siatus of and his zllicged conncction with b6
the Lureau and that the New ¥ —I0e should be instructed to cone DPIC
tact Lomax tc<advisei:i:;:f:§jrning the inaccurate siatenent econtained ’

in hig book regardin and that he be instructed to have this
ctotenent removed iy ure printings of the book. “

RECOMMENDATIONS ¢

1. That the attached airtel to the New York and Scattle
Offices be approved, which airtel furnishes Seattle Office informntion
as indicated sbove and instructs the New York Office to contact Louax
regarding the incorrect statement in his book, A&An inforiation copy
if being designated foxr the Chicago Qffice, \1

8, Thst this memorandum, niter approval, bo referred o the
Crine Records Division for sssistance in answering caoy ndditionnt
questions that may be receivqg concerudnye this matter.(4
.{_,.‘
U A
’ )
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©n FBI ,

B , Date: 2 /29/64 ’
Z. . ’
Transmit the following in CONFl‘DiN‘ 1N\l
(Type in plain text or code)
Via ATRTETL ATRMATL
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | Lo~ '7%
S by sv-2 TE=ICTV B
/ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI FEhsay FOR Ex1REION
¥ ) - FOIM, U, T-8W2, - oo m e FoRm e T
. FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-NEW) FEM. I R%\ - FOR 2-24-8 %:-
¢ SUBJECT: LOUIS@LOMAX DECLASS{P SANOR . -0 s €2 o
RACIAL MATTERS o ~ Sk
) Levis  £h ). GreninX A
A Submitted herewith is one copy of an article \ I

v appearing in the "Los Angeles Times", Saturday morning

edition, 2/29/64 entitled "Negro will Hit Back, LOUIS 2]
LOMAX Declares." f§ g o b
i b
The article referred to a conference on civil é?’ -
equality, held Friday, 2/28/6L4 at Pomona College, Pomona, @ﬁb :
California, sponsored by the Human Relations Council of the =q |
Associated Students of Pomona College. The article wmaild tha'cgi =1
in attendance were JAMES FARMER, National Director of CORE, & L
and LOUIS LOMAX, "a herald of the new militancy in the :E f-

"Negro movement'", and author of "The Negro Revolt", which
"attacks traditional ¢civil rights organizations and their
methods as well as their white oppression of Negroes." q

The article also stated that JOHN DOAR, First !
assistant in the Civil Rights Division of the Department |/
of Justice, addressed the conference and was "needled" by {./
LOMAX, who said "The FBI has been quite adept at catching
‘ kidnapers, .train robbers, and bank bandits, but why can't |
it run down church bombers or other violators in civil rights |
cases? The article reported that DOAR defended the FBI's 1y
record and sald it was not because of "lack of effort" that 1

the killing of four Negro children in a Birmingham church | i _f/'j
had not been solved. u , ‘ [/ﬂr !
:3)~ Bureau (RM)(Encl 1) 7IT-X3 P 2
1 - New York ( Encl:% 2 O ¢ }
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LA 157-NEW rCONFIDTIAL

Infarmation furnished the Los Angeles Office

by who has furnished reliable information in

thé past, Inorcates that TOMAX is a free-lance writer and
resident of Jamailca, New York, who has appeared as speaker in the
Los Angeles area, sponsored on occasion by the NAACP; further,
that he is a male Negro, 40 to 45 years of age, a graduate

of Payne College, Augusta, Georges and that he has done

graduate work at fmerican and Yale Universities; that he

has authored an award-winning book "Phe Reluctant African?, and his
articles have appeared in the following magazines:

"Harper'séi ntife", "Pageant", "The Nation! and '"The New

Leader." ' Q}\

Files of the lLos Angeles Office indicate that LOMAX,
author of two best sellers, has also appeared on several
television programs in the Los Angeles area, speaking on
civil rights affecting the Negroes. {}|

One copy of instant article is being furnished
gew thr as LOMAX is reportedly a resident of Jamaica, Ncw
ork.

Tnasmuch as the Bureau's position in instant matter
was defended by Departmental Attorney JOHN DOAR, no further
action is being taken by the Los Angeles Office, UACB. Y

'wtft:v@%?t*;»é‘:ﬁlm;
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Negro Will

Hit Back,

‘Louis Lomax Declares
But CORE Chief Tells Pomona Conference

Demonstrators Must

Keep Up Non-Yiolence|

BY PAUL WEEKS
Times Staff Writer

Non-~violence has been
strained almost to the break-
ing point, two national
‘spokesmen of the civil rights
movement told a conference
on ¢ivil equality at Pomona
iCollege Friday.

But while author Louis
Lomax sajd the Negro is
iabout ready to hit Dack,
ICORE's national director
James Farmer said demon-
strators must continue to

'pledge themselves to non-
violence.

Given Ovations

"I see no basic contradic-
tion between ‘the non-violent
idea and self-defense,” Farm-
er sald, pointing out that
‘CORE doesn't tell its mem-
bers how to respond "if their
homes are attacked or if they
,are slugged while alone on
the street, Self-defense is le-
gal"

Both men drew standing
.ovations from 2,000 attend-
ing the conference, most of
them college students—and
virtually all Caucasian,

In an emotionally charged
keynote speech opening the
three-day meeting, Lomax
set forth the "self-defense"
reply, .

'Non-violence," he said
seorifully, "is downright un-
Asyerican.!

don't respect me and you call

me 'boy"," said Lomax, "is

that I don't defend myself."
The Negro won't turn to

violence, he said with high
sarcasm——he can “count on

when he is hit."

"The salvation of Western
civilization," he told them at
the outset," turns on the
debatable assumption that
you're going to be better
than your mothers and your
tathers and extricate your-
selves from the bigotry you
learned at home."

Lomax, a “herald of the
new militancy in the Negro
movement, sounded off initi-
ally in his book "The Negro
Revolt," which attacks tradi-
tional civil rights organiza-
tions and their methods as
well as white oppression of
Negroes.

Little Progress Seen

"We're a few hamburgers
and bathrooms down the
road from where we were a
few years ago," he said.
"Maybe we can eat in the
hamburger stand now but
we can't work in the store.”

The drive is advancing in
another area, he said, in the
decentralization of the lead-
ership.

the white man for that." But}
one day soon, he forecast,;
the Negro will hit back|’
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rights movement," he sid,
"has become localized in the
individual communities—iwe
are developing a kind of
'articulate illiterati'”
Negro Called Unique

Minority groups in the
past, said Lomax, have often.
accepted segregation but on-
Iy the American Negro, of all
of the groups, has stopped

is fundamentally undemo-
cratic and immoral." {

At a night session, Farmer'
facetiously squirmed over
his assignment to answer
the question, "Where do
whites fit into the ecivil
rights struggle?”

"We can't generalize any-
more about whites than we
can about Negroes," he said,
contrasting a white freedom
rider with a white policeman
who beat him.

But, he said, "the dues are
higher now" in the move-
ment—that whites can't par-
ticipate with compromise pb-
jectives.

._ "Opne of the reasons you

page |
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T
|said, it the nation becon’s
divided and a polarization is
{based on race. We (the Ne-
{groes) could not win—fou
Jwe are only 10% of the pop-
|ulation.”

Later in the day, Lomax,
from the audience, needled
tJohn Doar, first assistant in
the civil rights division of
the Department of Justice,
who was addressing the
Jconference. 1
| “The FBI has been quite!
|adept at catching kidnapers,
train robbers and bank ban-
{dits," Lofax said, "but why
jean't it run down church
|bombers or other violaters in
feivil rights cases?"

‘ Defends Record

Y Doar defended the FBI's
jrecord and said it was not
{because of "lack of effort"
{that the killing of four Negro
children in a Birmingham
{church had not been solved. |
The conference is spon-
{sored by the Human Rela-!
|tisns Council of the Associut-
{ed Students of Pomona Col-|
lgge, drawing leading civil
rights figures here  fiyn
throughout the nation.
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NEW YORK--NEGRO AUTHOR LOUIS LOMAX
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I received your letter of Cctober 16th and want o thank you

, for your expression of confidence in me and for your generous remarks
concerning my administration of the FBL It iz hopad our future endeavors
will continue to merit your support and approval. y i

that persons not familiar with the true situation relay data for which theré™ it
ig no basis in fact. Both sides in the issue facing the people have ugsed the 2
FBI's name in recent months to gain support for their respective points of =
view. Supposition often is stated as fact, and the matter of local jurigdiction

frequently is ignored. W

The FBI's jurisdiction to investigate bombings comes from

the Civil Rights Act of 1960 which became effective on ¥ay 8, 1860, Itis
broad in scope, but the Department of Justice has stated that Congress 7
ntion in the statute to usurp investigative

i learly indicated there was no inte
5 %d prosecutive authority in bombing matters from state and local authorities.
The Department has instructed that the FBI should not initiate investigations
nto such cases without special Departmental authorization. u

&=
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s - 3 . - > o m :
v/ith respeet to the individual you mentioned, it is unfortungtez =
]

=
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562
1.FBI
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The facts of each bombing incident have been presented

{mmediately to the Department and the FEI has been requested to investigate

——several cases, Although the FBI does not actively investigate all bombing
cases, it does cooperate in every way possible with state and local authorities.

\i- The full facilities of the ¥BI Laboratory pnd Identification Division are
- /5& available to render any assistance. . S

el The FBI's actions in bombing matters arc governed by 1aws as

Belmont
vt —37v ave in all fields. We cannbt-exeead our authority nor will we attempt to
Caser—gdg-gg, If a Federal law within our jurisdiction is violate

comad —ponduct a prompt, thorough and objective investigation.

uCi =

d, ¥BI Agents will
If no Federal law—
N ’1’ » y y
y
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You may be interested in knowing that FBI investigation
led to the solution and prosecution of the individuals responsible for the
bombing of the home of Iona Godfrey, a Negro in Jacksonville, Florida,
which occurred on February 16, 1964, Likewise, from June to September,
1964, there was a series of bombings in the McComb, Mississippi, area
reported to the FEL. Intensive FBI investigation in cooperation with state
and county law enforcement officers resulted in the arrest of eleven
subjects between Oectober 1 and October 5, 1964. Further, FBI Agents
and members of the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol arrested an
individual in Meridian, Mississippi, on State charges of feloniously
possessing exploaives. (\

In spite of these facts, we are accused of both exceeding
and shirking our duties. Some ©of these charges stem from a lack of
understanding, but many of them come {rom persons who have a personal
interest and distort the truth to suit their own purposes. I hope the
foregoing will prove helpful in understanding our role in these matters. Y

Sincerely yours,

J- L‘.dgar HOOVEL’

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Louis Lomax is a
free-lance writer who resides in Jamaica, New York. He is the author
of an award-winning book, "The Reluctant African, " and articles offered
by him have appeared in several nationally known magazines. An investiga-
tion was conducted concerning Lomax in 1963 when he travelled o Cuba
from Mexico in July, 1963, with a United States passport validated for - -
such travel. His recent book, ""When the Word is Given..., " pertains

. One reference was made to an individual named

as a former FBI Agent. Airtel 3/24/64 to New York b6
Instructed them to contact Lomax to remove such a statement from his b7C
book. Upon contact, Lomax stated Nation of Islam had already requested
that he retract this statement. w




/7%

l/,,t

//'f “.

VAN Padie

Cy Ry

TRUE COPY

Fulda, Minnesota
Oct. 16, 1964

J. Bdgar Hoover, AL| [NFORMATION CONTAINED
Srera Darcan of Investigation,  LFREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |

DATE10-2-24 BY of-»TE" zzf& (-7
d

Luther League (ALC) which was meetmg in EMM at Detroit, Michigan.
Included among his statements is the following charge which I quote
verbatim: ""And I make the point about Cuba to develop a second idea I want
you to deal with, and it's rampant in your Church. And that is that every-
body today is so busy looking for communists, looking for left-wing bugaboos
under bedspreads, that when we walk down the street and say I want a» job, it
is immediately heard: by God, the communists did that! We staged a sit-in
in order to get a cup of coffee, or to go to the bathroom, and we're accused
of being communist inspired. What a pity it isn't Christian inspired. And
when Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, who hasn't been able to find a single bomber--
although 69 bombings, 23 of them churches, have occurred against my
people in the South in the past four years--J. Edgar Hoover hasn't found

a cotton pickin' one of them, yet he's found the communists in the Civil
Rights Movement. Bully for him!

Dear Mr. Hoover,

Indeed it's almost impossible to go anywhere today and
not find somebody in it who wasn't one day linked to the communists..."

The full text of Mr. Lomax' address may be secured by
writing to the Youth Dept. of the ALC, 422 South 5th St., Minneapolis 15,
Minn. 55415.

I resent the implication against your good name and office.
I feel particularly distressed because this message was delivered to some
12,000 teen-agers, most of them in their early teens. Do you care to
comment ? /:) ﬁ(/;

For my part, I would be pleased to see you make a public
response to these smear tactics in the official publication of the American
Lutheran Church, "Tie Lutheran Standa/ d" The address of this pubhcatlon
is 426 So. 5th Minneapolis 15, Minn., — [0 P

p EG
) / S0/00 <I do thank you for the‘(}me unselfisB s8t%icé Whfeh you

glve to/our country.

s /ﬁ/
Resnectfnlly 5

’f(CC,//nwuw/‘" b6
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_RACIAL REVOLUTION STILL COULD SWFEP AMERICA UNLESS "BLACK AND WHITE COME
UP WITH A NEW KIND OF COMMITMENT TC THE HUMAN PROBLEM."
LOMAX, AUTHOR OF SEVERAL BEST SELLERS ON THE RACE 1SSUE, TOLD EMORY
UNIVERSITY SOCIOLOGY STUDENTS THAT THE NEGRO HAS CHOSEN A "MIDDLE
CLASS REVOLUTION® SO FAR BUT THAT THE NEGRO MASSES HAVE HARDLY BEEN
TOUCHED BY PROGRESS OF THE MOVEMENT,
»sO FAR THERE HAS BEEN ONLY AN ATTEMPT TO PUT CERTAIN NEGROES AT
THE FRINGE OF THE POWER STRUCTURE,” HE SAID,
! LOMAX PREDICTED THAT ONE OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS THAT WILL CONFRONT
!PR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AND HIS NON-VIOLENT MOVEMENT WILL BE
"KFEPING PEACE WITH HIS OWN PEOPLE,.Y
~WIF THE NECRO GETS HIS FREEDOM THROUGH NON-VIOLENCE IT WILL BE THE
RIRST TIME IN HISTORY IT HAS HAPPENED," LOMAX SAID. “EVERYTHING YOU
AVE GOTTEN IN AMERICA HAS BEEN IN BLOOD " )
11/17--GE1021A '

| / ATLANTA--NEGRO WRITER_LOUIS LOMAX WARNED LAST NIGHT THAT A BLOODY
b
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November 18, 1964

i =

s e o o
Lir. Sumuol L. Foldman  ALL INFORMATION com{;\mm 3 8
B By S g =

Daar Lir, Feldman:
Your wire of Novembor 15th has beon received.

I appreciate your interest in bringing the infor-
s mation to my atiention us you did.

Sincercly yours,
J- Edgar Hoover

\

NOTE: Bufiles reflect one Samuel L. Feldman was clected
Executive at Large of the Paterson, New Jersey, Chapter of the NAACP
in 1944, He cannot be positively identified with correspondent based on
the information available. The program to which Feldman refers in
his telegram relates to the case involving the three murdered civil 1
rights workers whose podies were found 8/4/64 near Philadelphia,
Mississippi. Louis E.”Lomax appeared on the program and made
% statements that the FBI and everyone else in Migsissippi knows who
killed the eivil rights workers but no arrests have been made. Lomax
indicated that Federal sources will not bring these persons to justice;
/" _ negroes will have to take up arms themselves. Lomax was critical
7/; X of the Director and the Bureau and criticized the President. This matter
N TS "is being followed by the Civil Rights Section of the General Investigative
bz - /2 A G BT |
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co Elﬁnﬂdlﬂiﬂhﬂhﬂq’ L MAILED
- ‘ APR 3 01965
NAME CHECK

April 29, 1965

LOUIS Emmx Su““”f@_'ng._
Born:? 5“3%:‘5 16, 1922 7
Valdosta, Q:glng

There is enclosed one copy each of four memoranda
concerning the capt'oned individual, )
(62-102926-16, 17; 25-330971-F8) s i 57 -.atr 22

There is also enclosed a copy of the memorancdum
dated July 1, 1964, entitled "Forum: YThe Black Revolution
and the White Baekiash.' Town Hall, New York City, June 15,
1964, --" There is also enclosed a copy of the memorandum
concerning the Negro Summit Conference held July 11, 1964,
at Serkeley, California,

(157-6-46-83; 157-6-34-875)

A copy of FBI Idei.tification Record Number 329 480 A

igggerning Louis E.” Lomax, was furnished your agency on April 50,

For additional information concerning the captioned
individual, you may wish to refer to the files of the State
- Department.

This memorandum becomes unclassified upon the
removal of the classified enclosures. S .

Enclosures (6) }_ ,
L/ "\/

Original & 1 - USIA
Request received 4-15-65

£ ———
,—"’/ :C/
5 BVG:gpt
\J(4) 4

it Wy oopiic

J
41% | =g 1o MAY 3 1965
Q0T- o
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. Th{s.rep(y if) .re_su'lt of check
of FBI investigative files. To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FBI Identification Division.
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OPTIONAL EORM NO. 10"

UNITED STATES GOSMENMENT g

. Memoranaum - -

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 10/20/65
FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-814) .
| 6;7 b6
SUBJECT: CHANGED ‘ b7c
T, T,OMAX

AR " TOUIS EMANUE ~
Wt o W/
l) ‘ Title is marked changed to show full name o

\t,j ./ LOUIS EMANUEL LOMAX.

Re Los Angeles airtel to Washington Field dated
9/24/65 and Washington Field airtel to the Bureau dated
9/27/65, entitled "MARTIN IUTHER KING, JR., SM-C."

Referenced letter from Los Angeles to Washington 45@”)/
Field indicated possibility that subject intended to leave -2
Los Angeles en route to South Vietnam on 9/28/65.

A veview of files of the Passport Office, Department
of State, Washington, D.C., indicated LOMAX was i1ssued
| Passport Number F-741731 at Los Angeles, California, on
| 8/31/65, for a proposed three weeks travel to England and
Denmark on a lecture tour. '

on 10/6/65, conceal per request) 230
| ZE.;OUIS TQMAY Show SQtation KTV, Channel 11, oD
Los Angeles, advised SA that he was

unaware of any plans for LOMAX to visit Vietnam either

in the company of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. or alone| | 7-
stated that he would be aware of any such travel plans ey
inasmuch as LOMAX has a contract with the station and
could not leave the country without advance notice.
advised that during June, 1965, LOMAX received an invitatiocn
from an unidentified international writers group to atbend

a conference in either_Covenhagen, Denmark or Stockhe
Sweden. "According to LOMAX accepfed_the

( /W b g r‘

(2lBureau REGISTRR™D
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LA 157-814

and was out of the country for a week or so during September,

1965,

LOMAX, who is the commentator on a local guest
appearance, question and answer type television program,
on Sunday nights in the Los Angeles area,was in the Los
Angeles area as of 10/6/65, and had not left town for other
Than local area appearances since the date that information
came to the attention of the Los Angeles Office that he
intended to travel with MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. to South
Vietnam.

Inasmuch as LOMAX did not travel to South Vietnam
glther alone or in the company of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
who it was further determined was presently in the United
States, by the Atlanta Office, which is office of origin
in that matter, no further investigation is being conducted
by the Los Angeles Office and this matter is being considered
in a closed status.
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ngED STATES DEPARTMENT O“USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Los Apgeles, California
File No.

July 28, 1966

b6
b7C

SDECUr1ty Matter - C

Referenge—ic wade +a nwiaw mempranda relating to
foreign travel by including memoranduin
dated June 20, 1966. The following information was furnished
on July 22, 1966, by a_sdurce who has furnished reliable in-
formation in the past: 0 L

| |has returned to her home af

| Since her return she has parti-

—————

cipated in some planning sessions held to digcuss demonstrative
action to be taken during the period August 6 - 9, 1966 (the so-
called International Days of Protest), to protest current American

policy in Vietnam,)4f11,

Informant learned that | of San b6
Francisco, California, unsuccessful candidate for election to b7cC
the position of Governor of California, during the June, 1966,
California Primary Election; and Louls, Lomax, controversgial
televigion personality from Los Angeles, California, reportedly
accompanied |on this last Journey to Geneva, Switzer-

land &(%

A second source who has furnished reliable information
in the past, reported on July 21, 1966 that during a television
appearance on July 17, 1966, Mr. Lomax declared that he had met
with representatives of North Vietnam and the National Liberation
Front from South Vietnam while on a recent trip to Geneva, Swit-‘FL]L“/
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b6
b7C
zerland, Lomax did not give any specifics as to exact date
or location, according to this source. ILomax did not mention
either during this disclosure on television. —uzg
C

Source three, who has furnished reliable infor-
mation in the past, reported during October,
1964, that persons attending the Southern
California District Communist Party sponsored
Negro History Class at the Hugh Gordon Book
Shop (HGBS - see appendix), Los Angeles,
September 28, 1964, were instructed to read
Louis Lomax's book, "The Negro Revolt"q&g;,

The "Valley Times", daily newspaper in general
circulation in the San Fernando Valley area

of Los Angeles county, in its issue of Sep-
tember 4, 1964, reported that Louis Lomax had
spoken in the San Fernando Valley the previ-
ous ni%ht. The article quoted Lomax as having
sald, "If Cuba wants to go communist, isn't
this their prerogative? How can we impose

our will on others?" Y

Source four, who has furnished reliable infor-

mation in the past, reported on Apri 1956,

that as of that date was

a member of the Medical Club of the Communist

Party in San Francisco. In Ja

this same source reported that b6

had been discussed at a meeting of .the Dewey b7C

Davis Branch of the Communist Party, held

January 15, 1947, at 1233 Fourth Avenue, San

Francisco, California. The copuercatinn wa

to the effect that even though

dld not attend many meetings of this branch of

the Communist Party, he was continuing on the

rolls of the Communist Party because of the )4’
w

tremendous amount of work he did on the outside.

Source five,who has furnished reliable infor-
matign in the nast, reported in July, 1955,

that housewife," was dropped
\é'u_

from TRE Western Division of the Log Angeles




bé

i”?‘ E‘ b7C

County Communist Party in the spring of 1955.
She was dropped because of personal problems
and not because of any political differences
with the Communist Party:zgji,

b6
b7C

Source one also reported that sincs returned
from this latest trip abroad, she has indicated she will be
deeply involved in the preparations for a "Conference on' New
Politics", to be held in California during late Sentemher, 1966.
Thig conference, according to statements made by will
be held to decide what candidates "left-oriented peace groups"
should back in the November, 1966 general election. From state-
ments made by this source got the impression that both

|and Domax would very probably be involved in this
"Conference on New Politice" also. Ve :

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It ieg the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dig-~
tributed outside your agency.

—
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1 APPENDIX

<

HUGH H. GORDON BOOKSHOP W&W

A source advised on May 1, 1963, that the Hugh H.
Gordon Bookshop (HGB), 4507 South Central Avenue, Ios Angeles,
was opened in 1948, as a memorial to HUGH H. GORDON, who left all
hls property in trust to ADELE YOUNG in order that she could
dispose of the property and establish a bookstore to honor
Negro history. ADELE YOUNG, a former Communist Party member,
served as manager of the HGB until her death in March, 1962.

Another source advised on May 10, 1963, that the
HGB was formerly used as an outlet for Communist Party
literature for Communist Party clubs and members in the Central
Avenue area. In the latter part of 1956, it discontinued
handling Communist Party club literature as such, but 1t
continues to sell such publications as "The Worker" éEast
Coast Communist newspaper) and the "People's World" (West /T
Coast Communist newspaper). It also takes orders for the
magazine "Political Affairs," a self-described theoretical organ u/
of the Communist Party, USA.

|
b6

Source further advised on May 10, 1963, that

a current member of the Southern California DiSTrict, b7c

. Party, (SCDCP) took over the ownership of the HGB
during early May, 1963.

This same source advised on April 30, 1965, that
the bookstore sells "The Worker" and "People's World," and
that CP members visit the store.

Ancther source advised in April, 1964, that the
Bookshop, now located at 4509 South Central Avenue, Los Angeles,
had copies of "The Communist Manifesto," histories of the
Communist Party in the USSR and other countries, and books about

Party Congresses and be
b7C

This same source advised on April 30, 1965, that
new business cards of the Bookshop list the proprietors as

~CONFIDENTAL

APPENDIX



APPENDIX CONTINUED

HUGH H. GORDON BOOKSHOP

a member of the SCDCP, had stated th

[ ] had been respansible for the recruitment of

into the CP.

APPENDIX

Ainother source advised on December 2, 1964, that

at _he

]
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October 22, 1965 2

9(Jj | ctober 22, 5 ‘ -
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| W

Honorable Irving R. Kaufman
1185 Park Avenue
New Vork 28, New York

Dear lrvings

1 thought you would be interestcd in some
information I have received concerning the book, 'Invitation
to an Inquest, ' by Walter and Miviam Schneir, rcgnrding
the Foscnberg-Zobell case. Aifached is somc o contalning .
‘some obzcrvations made by Walter Schaeir, who azgnoored "
as a guest of Lovwis Lomazx, a controversial Negro TV . s :

commentatoryon KTV in Los Angeles, Califomia, cn

[ 3

l|

Getober 17¢h. = T
T (s ot 2. . §) ‘:‘_
(H(W" ' With kindest regards, S s
;éJ . . : .. "";::f
' Sincerely, Lo E T
S . ' - . = .
5% MALED 25 RigH ~E W
0CT22 1965 . S .
<< ]
COMM:FE # 7 j
Enclosure ~ /
1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures (2) ' g

1 - Mr, Sullivan - Enclosures ¢2) /

NOTE: Judge Kaufman is on the Special Correspondents’ List.
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October 22, 1965
"Invitation to an Inquest"

Walter Schnelr, who, along with his wife, Miriam,
authored the book, "ﬂnvz"aatmn t0 an Inquest " appeared as a gues i.
of Negro TV commemaﬁow Louis Lomax on KTTV, Los Angeles,
California, on Ccilober 17, 1865, Lomax noted that Schneir's feslings
were that Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were "railroaded' {o their deaths
and Morton Sobell wag "railroaded” {o prison.

In an effort to set the scene for his interview with Schneir,
Lomax gave a thumbnail sketch of the "MeCarthy era" by stating that we
lived in a dream world at that time, believing that only we had the {atom)
bomb. Lomax noted that perhaps the most historic trial to take place
during that period was the Rosenberg trial, and that a sidelight of that
trial wae the conviction of Morwn Sobell who was accused of aiding the
Rosenbergs, :

With this information ag a background, Lomax asked
Sehneir a number of guestions concerning this book, Schneir advised
that he and his wife had worked for five years in recearching and writing
this book. FEe denicd he was a communist and stated that neither he nor
his wife Was a membaer of the Commitiee 1o Secure Justice for Morion
Sobell. Schneir noted that ke and bis wife assumed that the Rosenbergs
were gmhy of something, but were shocked by the death penalty meted
out to them.

In reviewing the Rosenberg-Sobell case, Schneir advised
that he and his wife came to the conclugion that Sobell was innocent and
wag serving an unjust sentence. He noted that Sobell has been eligible
for parole for some years but has been passed over. EHe attributes this
to the fact that this was a “'political case.” He also pointed out that one
of Soball's attorneys, Willlam Kunstler, was seeking a hearing in New
York leading to a new itrial for Sobell,

l‘m wmax stated that in view of the "facts™ dcveloped
Tolon — oy the Schnetrs in thair book, a major newspaper (identity unknown) is
demanding that m,s whole case should be reopened. In answer to a
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guestion by Lomax to the effect that if Sobell was innocent, would it
suggest that the Rosenbergs are innocent, Schneir pointed out that
within the logic of this case, it would bhe possible for Sobell to be
innccent and the Rosenbergs guilty, but not the reverse.

Echneir noted that "convineing' evidence led him and
his wife to the conclusion that one man has been in prison for 16 years,
and two other people were executed, for crimes they did not commit.
He stated there was no espionage involved in this case and that he and
hig wife discovered that almost everything was different from the way
it was presented by the prosecution. To subgsiantiate this statement,
Schneir referved to a hotel registration card which ke belioved was
a forgery. He noted that the FBI refused to comment on this aspeet
of the case wher questioned by newspapers, but advised there would
be a hearing on this matter if Sobell is granted a new trial.,

H]

Schneir charged forgery, perjury and suppression of
evidcnce were involved in this case and that thece charges have been
substantiated by 2 number of attorneys, including Scheil's current
attorney. Ho farther noted that this case had not Loen raviewdd by
the U, 8. Supreme Court because apparenily o majority of the Court
did not feel thai an important legal point had toon raised in this case.

Mrs., Morton Sobell was then intrcluced, and she stated
her husband was in prison today locause he refused to be a false witness
for the prosecution. According to Mrs. Sobell, her husbend could have
bought hig life if he had been willing o tell the story that Joy Cohn, one
of the prosecutors, had asked him to tcll--that he was guilyy of a erime
he never committed; if he was willing to say the Rosenbergs were guilty;
and if he whe willing ¢o be a rubbser stamp.

» Lomax closed his interview by predicting that as a result
of thig "disturbing” book, there would he a tremondous amount of agitation
for the courts and the Department of Justice to do something about this
case. .




August 5, 1966
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Dear T O S o

Your letter of August 1st has been received,
and I want to thank you for your generous cominents regardiy
my work. I appreciate also the kind wishes you expressed.

It was certainly good of you to bring the infor-
mation furnished to my attention, and the concern which
prompted you to do this means a great deal to me. W

I am enclosing some material which I hope you
will find of interest. W

Y-0,93y

4
-4

Sincerely yours,
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| AUG 5 1966 - J, Edgar Hoover — Z E’,
f COMM-FBI DECIDSILFLID B § s
. o z
Enclosures (2) 7792 , .
Counterintelligence Activities ) )\ o, o ’
!4 How Red China spies on U. S. /Z‘ (,/b S
‘5 f 1 - Los Angeles - Enclosure J ‘,/ -
Hhal .7 NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. We have maintained

‘24" limited cordial relations with various pfficials of KTTV in Los Angeles,
California. Louig=L,omax is recognized as a controversial Negro television
commentator whose programs originate in L.os Angeles. Television station
s - WTTG (Channel 5) carries his broadcast in Washington, D. C. This
', individual is outspoken on a wide variety of topics, and he has been

critichl 9t the President, the Director and the Bureau concerning civil
rights matférs. He is a former reporter of the "New York Daily News."
- An investigation was conducted concerningCLASRERD ‘
traveled 1o Cuba from Mexico. {9y EXTENDED 8y S€-
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N <A _
J should Like to callNwun attention o a television broadeast bast nite
(Guty 37,2his year), from 10:30 #o 12:30 pum. Pacific Lime. By: Louis
Lomax (a neg/w/ via ATV (hannel 171,Los 7‘[;9,6695) a,aﬁomcaj;z which Last
hour was used to intewiew a (uban refugee, as to present and fonmer cond-
itions of (uba., in which Louis Lomax refs all statements of said
refugee, and whipped his huge theatre audience into upnoarows applause for
(asitro and (ommunist (uba of *oday: By praising (astro’s present school
system, and (asino's beneveolent treatmenit of negros and peasants undern his

(4

ke, as against the American treatment of same, and especially the negros.

The said Louis Lomax point derided deferse against the (uban reginme,
openty. delizing any an@ evej;o&‘fze to p)wdzjc% azt{ual evidence that;quote.(astro
Ls,0n was ever a member of the (ommunist padty".unquote. The deafening
applawse was followed by several /oeople oing formard to challenge the (uban
nefugee guest,and testifying in favon OZ (astro, especially his tneatment of
negnos etc., under his leaafgzw/u_p/ most of which wene bearded,on ill dressed
youths,) and the few decent appearing ones who #ried #o defend America were
drouned out in booes. & Q

Sin, I considen this man and his television machine, a giganitic naceiest = @
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tool and a constant threat Fo the Anerican way of Life. =

So I pray Sin,that you in gour valued time can see Lit to obtain a tape ¥ e
(it w/caw émwunced ai Auc/z/d of the gbove mentioned bfobzdcaxji which Jlfa;lwi-aﬂe = j/j/
of. mary (twice wee/d’#) And if you should deem it of any importance, ithenl™
Lind the. stnength to deql with it in youwr most noble fashion. Otherwise 3,
please disnegand this Letter.

s Lastily: J humbly consider you a "Tuly great pilan of Strength”, in ihe
f‘ ,Z?wmaoonk of. owr American governnment. And wish for you a Long and happy
\ e e
L" I remain, .
: AR At
o [ e == MAI o
7 par | SPecial Deliv”é% - QG
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Augusi K-1.Y1
3 EITV Television itation ray
“ Hollywood, Calif. -~
J Gentlemen: '

H ow long are we going to have to listen to that
red nigger preach a efend wmmxuwixtxm communism over your
station, I mean Louis~Lomax.

last nights session was a disgrace, to hear him tear
to pieces, the Cuban Goverament Offieial who had defected to
this country and who now is telling Ameriecs of sonditions there.
Not only does he challenge every statement of the truth but he
has his audience selted with od4d balls whieh he 6alls upon to .
challenge and harress a good A merican speaker., I have heard :
him do this meny times to good worthy preachers of the gospel and
enemies of communism, He is a disgrace to his own race and he 1is
doing them much harm because he is reoruitiag them into communism
by telliny them there is nothing wrong with communism and we have
absolutely nothing to fear.

I bave always had a great deal of respeet for the mgro
race and I have been in azreement with the laws made to protect
them and give them a chance to improve but the kind of talk that
Lomax deals only tends to excite and eonfuse them and it is zoing
to 4o them harm. I, at first, regarded and respested Lomex ag an
educated negro eduvcator dbut I now regard him as a Red Nigger instedd
of a brown negro, He's a good professer in communism and doing a good
Job on T, V., in reaching millions of Ameriecans, young and old and I
am wondering when and who 1s going to stop him,

Everytime someone makes a statemeant regarding Russian -
atrooities, he comes up with the simple question WAS HE EVER FOUND //*
GUILTY or WAS HE CONVICTED,

This writer believes if you will look back into this man's
history, you will find him an 0dd dall or moral pervert because his
helpers are all odd balls or UEERS of scme sort and the old axiom
is true that birds of a feathsr flock together,

fg e 3 f, — 61!6
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President, the Director and the Bugeau.
Tolson in 1963 when he travelled to Cuba.?{u, P
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Honorable George Murphy : ~—
United States Senate { eﬁ =
Washington, D. C. 20510 ’ 2w
- X 53
o o S "L B
My dear Senator: T e é‘ D
I received your communication of August 25th ~ ~<¢ 3 &
with the enclosed letter from your constituent, |g #b6
= .3b7C
i -

With respect to hor reguest, the matter to which

she referred does not constitute a violation within the investi~
gative jurisdiction of the FBI. I trust she will understand why
this Bureau cannot be of assistance in this instance. U

letter. (}

I am returning

o Sincerely yours,
:L;',;\l*;a.*_u’iﬂf‘”"""‘l tea ..
SR & Bdgar Hoover / Q

oetn IR
} Enclosure

NOTE: Senator Murphy is on the Special Correspondents’ List on a first-
name basis; however, he is addressed as above in inquiries of this nature,
lis not identifiable in Bufiles. Lomax is a controversial Negrcigc

television commentator in Los Angeles who has been critical of the
He was investigated by the Bureau

|

COMM-70

Py

Gandy




Vlnifed Hiafes Denafe

August 25, 1966

Respectfully referred to @
L)( Federal Bureau of lInvestigation &
V]
@
for such consideration as the communication fﬁﬁg‘ )
-y / e
o
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report Ay
% thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of {
i
inclosure.
% By direction of
QPO t8-78817-1 ‘ George Mu rphy’ U. S. S.
( ENCLOSTIRE
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TRUE COPY

Dear Senator: 1:00 A. M. August 11, 1966

Tonight (Thurs.) on channel (11) K-T-T-V on Louis Lomax
show the former pilot, (a Major) for Castro was again invited. Lomax so
mistreated this man that I believe no rougher treatment could have been
given in Cuba. This man told Lomax that he acted just like Castro. This
man produced a Commie sheet showing L. Lomax demonstrating for Civil
Rights - &.. Lomax besated him for showing this paper. One man tried to
speak for the "Major' but Lomax chased him out of the "beef box.'" Now
Lomax is expecting to do a similar show from Washington, D. C. He
should not be allowed to do any show. Since when do Americans or anyone
else need stand for such mistreatment. Several witnesses were produced
who claimed the pilot called Negros, Niggers. The pilot denied such talk.
Lomax refused to hear what Castro is doing to people over there. We feel
from what Lomax has said on his show that he is a danger to our security
- & should be checked by the FBI. I hope you can help R. Reagan to knock

dowh’thélies Brown and his gamg are spreading in Calif. channel (11) should

not be allowed to broadcast.

Sincerely, )/ o, L

/s/ -

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

I TC P-2%60 redle DATEMBY&&I@S[.&%& ,

2-jp2gip - 7T
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SUBJECT:

)
R VEIONAL FORW NG, 10 y 3010~106 . uk
§ Lo AVAY LAl eMtON E )
e RN ~ N~ Tolson —
Del.onch
i

U\'l I'ED STATES GO VLRNMENT ‘ . !
1 - Mr. Delo ach C;&;mp

A/ 677&0?’0172({%?72 1 - Mr, Sullivan / Cc..‘;‘;’,’,,,,

1 - Mr. Bishop Felt
M2, W. C. SULLIVAN oaTE. | 8-22-67 ‘é;’l.‘;?%%,z/
1 - Mr. Bland Sullivan
1 - Mr. Haynes Trotter L
FROM s - . 4 Tele. Room
MR JL T BLANI(Q. 1 - Mr. Knickrehm Holmes

Contad __.41___..

’ ) (Y

NATICNAI, ADVISORY COMMISSTUNSSIFIED A"D 12~
ON CIVIL 2FSORDERS; COLUMNXTEXDZY i¥..2%~ A
BY LOUIS LOMAX ' gi&:!;in‘~¥Xx&h. N 4%y3
- ' lalm-, ) .e!', - ; - W, Y PRI X
DATE G t. W Fifi -1
LA '\‘Jl Ka liUl P A L L e ff _-_
The purposa of thlgggemoLgnaumfas to inform yo

of the request received from Dick Scammon, Research'Director
of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. Mr.
Scammon stated that several members of the Commission had
noted that Louis Lomax, a Negro reporter and columnist, had
'wrlttcn an article indicating the conspiratorial aspects of
the Detroit riot. He requested a copy as well as information

telative to the credibility of or the negative qualiti
of*+the artiele. |

(S8

”

] Actually, a series of articles appeared in the—

month. The two main points in the articles allege that a

black power revolutionary organization took over and dirccreu
the Datroit riot and that some of the snipers there were
organized., Lomax states that 'Operation Detroit" got under,
way when a small band of young Negro men fanned out in the
ohetto, before the riot started, posing as magazine salesmen and
asking' such questions as, who had guns; who had big bills

at local stores and might be interested in seeing the

building burn down, and stated: "Why thehell do we let
‘Hltey, part:cularly the Jews, run the stores in our neighbor-
hood?" This Lomax alleges inflamed the Negroes and all that
was needed then was a spark such as an arrest to set off the
riot. With regard to the organization of snipers, Lomax
stated that Déetroit's sniper activity was precision exercise
worthy of study by those Who'dlrect our troops in Vietnam. ()

Encs.//f. L -2 L7

f§§F5 * "Independent Star News,'' Pasadena, California, earlier thi
3
1>
ad
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan

RE: NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON CIVIL DISORDERS; COLUMN
BY LOUIS LOMAX

Nowhere in the article is there any documentary proof of any
of his allegations. As a matter of fact, Lomax states in

the third series of his articles that 'the kind of documentary
evidence that makes for conclusions will be difficult to
produce for some time." Y

The attached letter to Mr. Charles David Ginsburg,
Executive Director; National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders, encloses a copy of the series of articles written
by Louis Lomax and points out that the FBI is in possession
of no information to indicate that a black power revolutionary ’
organization took over and directed the riot in Detroit,
Michigan. The letter also points out that we are not in
possession of any information that some of the snipers in
Detroit were organized. We have interviewed a number of the
snipers and they furnished no information concerning any
organized activity during the riot. U

Louis Lomax is recognized as a controversial Negro
television commentator whose programs originate in Los Angeles,
California. This individual is outspoken on a wide variety of
topics and He has been critical of the President, the Director,
and the Bureau concerning civil rights matters. He is a former
reporter of the "New York Daily News.'" An investigation was
conducted concernipg Lomax during 1963 when he traveled to
Cuba from Mexico.}gék,

RECOMMENDATION:

If approved, the attached letter with copies of
the articles written by Louis Lomax will be furnished to
Mr. Charles David Ginsburg, Executive Director, National
Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders.yy /é

| 5
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Deccmber 22, 1967 {:ﬂﬁ;

l,

A

LOUIS E, LOMAX

Reference is made to your request for information
concerning the captioned individual, who is the subject of
VoS & memorandum from Seattle dated April 9, 1964.

/ There is enclosed one copy each of three memoranda

7 conceraning Louis E. Lomax. There is also enclosed a copy of a
nenorandum dated July 15, 1964, entitled "Negro Summit
Conference Held July 11, 1964, at Berkeley, California."
Also enclosed is a memorandum dated July 1, 1964, entitled
"Forum: 'The Black Revolution and the White Bucklash,' (é
Town Hall, New York City, June 15, 1964, Sponsored by the ‘;/
Association of Artists for Freedom; Raclal Matters." These
nemoranda contain information concerning the captioned
individual,

: For your additional information, there is enclosed
a coné%af FBI Identification Record Number 329 480 A, concerning
Louls~Lomax, . .
You may alsc wish to refer to files of the State
Department for information concerning the captioned individual.

This memorandum becomes unclassified upon removal
of the classified enclosures. (62-102926-16,17) (157~6-46-83)

(157-6-34~875)
Enclosures (6) '////*/%éifiﬁzbbgf7£éf££5 4 _
Original and 1 -~ Secret Service (By Liaison; - / ,EBCD
Request received -~ 12/13/67 (42 — /02) e)r:» :
BVG:cl G o\ .
Ly () W R T0 DEC 26 1967
N :

J
{/ er— WAPETSIIEN
Tolson
Belmont
Mohr
DeL.oach 3
Casper —This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the prgpe'rty of the FBI, and is
Callahan —Inaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agenci'.ld his reply is result of check
ent

go;\rud FBI investigativj"ﬁles- To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FB ification Division,
.Felt

Gale ingerprints, are(ﬁe essary for positive chgck. .
. Rosen S .
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cemEeET May 14, 1968

REC-23 é,ﬁ, G ,/5:9\ : ’

Dean T 9/‘%

Your communication of May Tth, with enclosure, [
has been received. L(

@ In response to your inquiry concerning Louis F.,
~Lomax, information in our files must be maintained as confiden~
tial pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I can
tell you, however, that his article which you furnished is false,

malicious and a complete fabrication, Y

At the specific request of the Attorney General,
the FBI has instituted an investigation into the circumstances
surrounding the slaying of Martin Luther King, I can assure you
this inquiry is being conducted in a most thorough and expeditious

manner.
e w
\ Sincerely yours,
W \ e ) ¥ Edgar Hoover
WMG:cs (3) ate-pr-s . SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.
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CONFDENTIAL—

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Louis Eoliemax
is recognized as a controversial Negro television commentator.

He is outspoken on a wide variety of topics and has been critical

of the President, the Director, and the Bureau concerning civil
rights matters., He is a former reporier on the "New York Daily
News." An investigation was conducted concerning Lomax during
1963 when he iraveled to Cuba from Mexico, Oyr relations with

the St. Petersburg Times hafsbeen favorable. ﬁ
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- DO-6 . © o, .
| : .QFFICE OF DIRECTOR
‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!

G,
UNI.TEka‘ TATES DEPARTMENT OF‘TICE\/

' Dear Mr. Hoover,

5/7 (68)

Is there any truth to this
article?

Do you expect to comment on
King probe ?

Isn't this an attack on F.B.I, ?
Don't Stokey Carmichel & Rap

P )
ANIMR. RQSEN

R, TOLSON

%1! DELOACH

MR, CALL AHAN

MR, CONRAD —— ¢
MR. FELT
MB®GALE

MRfébLle
MR.TKQEL
MR. TROTTER
MR. JONES

TELE. ROOM — -

2
MISS HOLMES — %2

MRS, METCALF

MISS GANDY

Brown use treasonable methods like th

too?

]

Sincerely

Who is Louie Lomax ?
A Commie?

\
‘ m HEREIN 1S UNCLAQS
COPY:n TF_ o

Co \
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Kgﬁr%m: By Ldms»zE; ’LOMAX 4\
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.j;’ . ‘Speciat- 7o The:? ‘rlmas, Froti: Norl\ sAmaricamNewspaper Amanco ‘
'Luther King
lalias. Bric Statvq
Hon trylligta ocatq,i

E?‘%’%?& i o

LGS ANGELES == Th&search for thé slayes of Dr. Martin

nore than a- manhunt for- James. Barle ay;.

-Ggll'( For the search 48 3 éthat wa a troubled fa-
Ulg, ep :
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
EDMION
csA'bm REG, N, 27

G. C; Mooréﬁ

0 KILI A BLACK MAN'"

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

C M emorandum
Mr. W. C. Sullleép,4 _Gﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁﬁiu“DATE February 25, 1969

BY 1OUIS E, LOMAX

ACTION:

62-46855 (Book Revi
62-102926

Mt,
- Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mz,
Mr,

RACTAL MATTERS

SYNOPSIS:

King and Malcolm X,

assassinated,

éggg( 10)

/ﬂ, A g

Callahan oo

il

gkﬁﬁz;fﬁééggzgékﬁf

This memorandum presents a review of captioned
book published in 1968 by the Holloway House Publishing
Co., which is being placed in the Bupedw library.

The..author of this book is a well-known writer,
reporter and TV host-commentator.
a controversial television program.
that Lomax is an unscrupulous charlatan who has been
extremely cikitical of the FBI and the Director,
is a biography and comparison of the lives of Martin Luther
He traces the careers and philosophies
of these two prominent Negro extremists, discusses their
accomplishments and shortcomings and how they were
Lomax states that the American Government
particularly the CIA, was involved in Malcolm X's death.
This book contains a few references to the FBI, none of
which are pertlnent.

‘He previously conducted
Bureau files reflect

This book

s

yﬁ%¢/

For informatioﬂ;cl /’:3 2
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Memorandum to Mr, W, C. Sullivan
Re: BOOK REVIEW
7O KILL A BLACK MAN"
BY LOUIS E. LOMAX -

DETATLS:

Review of Bureau Files:

Louis Emanuel Lomax, a Negro who was born in
Georgla, August, 1922, is a free lance writer and reporter
who as of May 2, 1968, was writing articles for the North
American NeWSPaper Alliance. He previously conducted a
television (TV) program which originated in Los Angeles,
California, L&

An investigation of Lomax was conducted in 1963
when he traveled to Cuba from Mexico, Lomax has repeatedly
proven his antagonism toward the FBI, On one of his TV
programs he was very critical of the FBI's role in the
civil rights movement and stated there would be no solution
to the civil rights problem as long as Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
remains as the head of the FBl. a1

Lomax was sentenced to the penitentiary at Joliet,
Illinois, on larceny charges from February 19, 1950, until
May 9, 1956. He has been arrested on charges of passing
bad checks, larceny and involvement in a confidence game. |

Book Review:

"To Kill a Black Man't is about Malcolm X and
Martin Luther King, both of whom Lomax claimed he knew
personally during their lives., The book is primarily a
biography of each of these black extremists (King and
Malcolm X) in which the author compares their philosophies
and beliefs, Although the book treats both subjects
favorably, the author does point out some shortcomings of
each of them, particularly Malcolm X, Lomax traces King's
rise as a civil rights leader during the Montgomery,
Alabama, bus boycott in 1955-56 up to his death by assassina-
tion in April, 1968, He portrays King as a Christian wu

CONTINUED -~ OVER
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Memorandum to Mr, W. C. Sullivan
Re: BOOK REVIEW
wTO KILL A BLACK MAN"
BY LOUIS E. LOMAX ) iggaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwn .
ey :
clergyman who advocated nonv1olence as a means of obtaining
the Negro's rightful place in society. In contrast he
describes Malcolm X as a product of the ghetto who rose to
a position of leadership in the civil rights field through
the preaching of violence and the principals of the Nation
of Islam (NOI). Lomax indicates that Malcolm X, after
breaking with the NOI, lived in fear of his life because
of reprisals from the NOI., Lomax claims that Malcolm X
was assassinated by hired killers who were affiliated with
Elijah Muhammad, NOI chieftain, and that the American
Government, partlcularly the CIA, was deeply involved in
Malcolm X's death. He claims Klng was assassinated by an
individual who carried out the will of an extremely well
financed and rigidly organized group of Southern white
businessmen,
Y

Despite their earlier differences and divergent
philosophies, Lomax claims both men developed and changed
during their lives until they were very close to complete
agreement on civil rights issues near the ends of their
lives. y

Mention of the FBI:

On page 198 of this book, Chapter 16, Lomax
states that he accused one John Ali, an NOI member who was
an enemy of Malcolm X, as being an FBI Agent in Lomax's
book entitled '"When the Word is Given." In the same
chapter on page 199 Lomax states that his allegation that
John Ali was affiliated with the FBI was based on reports
and information and was not meticulously researched, (f

The above are the only references to the FBI in
Lomax's book, Y
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- Kamber Sentenced Soyars

Tele. Room

- To 2-Year Term o ——

CHICAGO (AP)—A former chairman of a leadership
conference sponsored by the national Young Republicans '
. has been sentenced to two years in prison for submitting
P2 forged letter to his draft board,

y Judge Alexander J. Napoli senténced Victor S. Kam-

.-ber, 27, in U.S. District Court yesterday., Kamber was

* convicted by a jury April 3.

+. ' Kamber was allowed to remain free on bond pending

+"appeal. He was charged with sending a letter to the draft
board signed by a community college administrator who

r denied writing or signing the letter.,

« . A graduate of the University of Illinois, Kamber was

 acquitted of charges that he lied to his draft board about

¢ his teaching position at Prince Georges Community Col-
lege in Largo, Md,

At present, he teaches at Strayer College in Washing-

®
"

ton , .
- Kamber once escorted President Nixon’s daughters es C /
© part of his duties in connection with the leadership con-
ference. - The Washington Post
Times Herald
Lomax Faces lnco(y)}e Tax Trial... The Washington D(aily News =
\ \ Lf ¥ The Evening Star (Washington)iZ~
ELES (AP)—Louis"Lomax, author and for- ;
merL?e‘?exéiIsgsn commentator,"‘lfa‘s‘pieardeq not guilty to The Sunday Star (Washington)
. four counts of failing to report for taxes income totaling Daily News (New York)
" $150,000. ‘ Sunday News (New York)
) ; Lomax filed the plea in U.S. District Court yesterday NIZIN ?orke‘;:st ew Yo
" and trial was set for Aug, 11, . . -
- 'The government charges that Lomax, author of “The The New York Times
. Negro Revolt,” failed to include $30,152 on his 1964 in- The Sun (Baltimore) b6 —
. ‘come tax return and failed to report $31,206 in 1965. He The Daily World ——b'?C
" is also charged with filing late veturns for two years
"when the prosecution says his income was $36,556 and The New Leader
' $52,634, R The Wall Street Journal
Lomax now lives in New York. The National Observer

People’s World

ALL ’NFOR!’VIAT’ON CONTA,NI Examiner (Washinglion)
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . Jl:!N 10 }9/0
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