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TO :

L“ IIV ' Mr. Tolson
FROM : / 1/
¢ i
susject: Loy EoSTELIQ; 12U COSTILLO,\JA. FCUIDATION
" Information Concerning TN e

In accordsnce with your reqguest tnere is set fortu a summary of rtole, Roon
- < . . « . s Mr
vzilable information on LouACostello, tne movie comedian.

I. BICGRAPHICAI: DATA

1508, and wes caristened Louis Irzncis

Lou Costello was born lfarcnh 8,
"iitle in nis teens, ne guit hign I

Cristelle. His place cf birth is noct given.
school and begen to work in a habercdashery, waich job he soon cuit tc become an &~
o 2 J i Y.

His first attempts were unsuccessful and ne then decided to becone a -

actor. ?
g
! Coest where he - e

prize fighter. Fourteen fights later h2 enced up on tre ilest C
becane & Hollywood stunt man.

de met Bud Abbott in 1¢¥29 at the rmpire Theatre in Srooklym, when ais
egular straignt man was taken ill. Bud agresed tc sudbstitute arnd they have been
together ever since. They playsd rost of the burlescue and many of the vaudeville
circuits together. Their first break came in 1938 when they were given a 10-minute
spot on Xate Smithn's program. Their real success came when they began making
movies in Hollywcod. Sirce then they heve mede nuncrous pictures and tneir- suc-
cess is well-known. {Current 3iography, Cctober, 1941)
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II. COSTILLO AN APMIRER OF CHARLIZ CHAPLIN

Ir June of 1943 the Bureau received information that Farry Croclker of
the Los Angeles Examiner and a close contact of Cnarlie Cheplin's, intended to

6
launch a publicity orogrem for *he vurpose of bettering Chaslin's public reputa-

a z (=}

tion. Creplin's reputation, of course, hac suffered cdue £0 his nwnerous egcapades.
Crocksr said that Costello, who was = fend admirer of Chaplin, was goingz to neld
in regard %o this nrogram. (31-85455-x1)
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IZI. COSTILLD REPORTED JAVIHG LARGE LIBRARY OF CBSCENE FILM

2

el

in (ctober of 1944 during the course of an investigation of a purported

ring of obscene moticn picture onerators in Hellywood, informetion was received
that the best kxovm custcmers for obscene film in Hollywood were Red Skelton, Lou
Costello, Ceoryz Raft and others. One informant, who, it has been chowm, tends
to exaggerate the facts, said that Lou Costellc had the largest librery of obscene
film in Hollywood. The informent remarkgg‘tnat Costello "nad it runring out of

RcCORDED COPY FILED N

.his ears.” (7 DT VL - ,
(71-1843-5) it 4&1;:‘}} A
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IV. COSTRELIC TIE-IN WITH LxIDrm,-QR{':Q‘:: _ B: SN X
T7T7 3% FEE 1Y 1988
Cn Cctober 22, 1946, the lcs Angale Cffice ddvised that Lcu Costelln
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h%ngF? ect1 assistonce from one -o“ Wew Jarsev to "take care of"
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:in turn cilled
he matter end %o
later edvised

- one ‘who was meking a play for Irs. Costello,
8 hoodium in Los Angeles, and told him to handle 3%

ij ID assure Costello thatd.muld cause .no furtner trouble.
Costello that he had had a meeting with G and that "wasn't touched, '
but that Costello would have no further trouble with him. told Costello
to call him in the event that he had any further complaints against and
thet he would "hurt him." also told Costello that in the evert of any
additional trouble he would not have to call tack Fast because he, could
take care of the situation in Los Angeles. Costello later called 1d told
hin that @ had hendled the metter satisfectorily. To tais the Director
penned the note, "That a tie-up to the underworld." (62-81093-3-75)

V. COSTELLO INTZIRVIEWED 1% CONNZCTICH WITHA COPYRIGHT MATTER

y In Cctober of 1948, Costellc was interviewed by Agen the Los
40 Angeles Office concernirg the Embre Filn Company and one_, who
t) were reported to have violated the cepyright laws by showing certain films at a
profit It appeared that Costello was securing these films from the Universal
Studios to show at miiitary hospitals for shut-ins. wes later convictad
and fined §1,000 after & plea of nolo contendsre. (52-3439:2)

VYI. CCSTELLC ATTENDS LEWTD 2ZRFORNANCE

-~ In December of 1946 duriaz the course of the investizetion of a ithite
) Slave Traffic 4ct cese in the Portland Division, informetion vas secured reflect-
<L/ inz that two prostitutes put on a lswd performance for Lou Costello, the movie
k:)’? actor, while ne was in Portland in connection witn the premiercof a motion picture.
The snow was arranged by & man known as—and the girls were paid 250
apiece for their part in the show. (31-733Z8-1)

VII. COSTZLLO TAKXS PART I.0 ITalIsd ACTIVITIES

A report from Los Angeles reflected that on April 17, 1947, Lou Costello
was 2 member of & local Italian-Anerican Citizens Ccmmittee which glanneu & banguet
for Ferruccio Parri,. the non-Cormwuist former Premier of Italy, and one Carlo Levi,
wno were touring the countr;” uncer <ine soonsorsaip of the Americer Society for
Cultural Relationshins witn Italy. This information came from tne “eonle's Torld,
" Cormmunist newspeper. It snould bes noted that the 3cciety is under investization
at the present time as a Communis®t front. (1C5-8929-12)

~

VIII. CTNTACTS "TZTH T2Z BUIPZAY

irn. Februery 28, 1948, the Director wrote a letier to iboott 2nd Costello
in Bewverly [iills, stating that he had the pleasure c¢f listenirg vo tnreir radio
‘orogram the preceding nizht end enjored taeir »lay on words on ths meaming of the
T5I. Costello answered tn*s letter on i“arcn 8, 1843, end invitec the Director to
be nis Zuest at lunch snould he come to Califormia. (100-13C833-3)

23 LOU CCSTZELLG, JR. YOUTH FIUHDATICH

Sy -

for sugust 18, 1%4€, reflects that Lou

Tae Chicago deralcd-imerican

-2 -



Costello went on a tcur of the country in en effort to combat juvenile delinquency.
iccoréing to this article, the two comediens were working on the theory that

adults had failed in the fizht ageinst delinquency and taey telieved kids siiould
have a chance to express their own opinions.

The same article points out that the Lou Costello, Jr. Youth Foundation
was conceived by them after the death of Lou, Jr. in a swimming pool in 1943,
Bud and Lou contributed $150,000 and were touring the country in the hops of
raising another £200,C00., (52-25225-4)

ADDENDUM: LBN:MP 2-9-48 - had originally talked to me

about getting Abbott and Costellc on our progran "This Is Your F3I"

and giving a plug to the Costello Foundation. I_subsequently called

ﬁback and told him this was inadvisable. ”stated he hed
een doing some checking himself and had learne at Abbott had

withdrcwn on the advice of the District Attorney, jor which reason

he had abarndoned any icdea ojf having Abbott and Costellc on the progrcm.
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TO : Director, F3I DATE: XNovender 3, 1948
OM : GAC, Los Angeles
SUBJECT: Hotion Picture /('1/0,600 Kids and a Cop";

Lou Costello, Jr., Youth Foundation;
Research

The film captioned as above has been prepared at the rassour
Studios as a youth project, the proceeds of which are to go to the Los
Costello, Jr., Youth Foundation. Theatres will be charged 510 for a
showing of this {ilm. However, law enforcement and social agencies may
use it free of charge.

It deals with the above-named youth center in Zast Los aAngeles,
which was built in the memory of the infant son of Lou Costello, who died
saveral years ago. The part ol 2 wvolice officer is played by %illiam
Bendix and the facilities of the Youth Foundation are depicted. At the
picture's conclusion, the ofiicer gives 2 saort talk on the desire of the
p2lice officer to be friends with the youths of the community.

I have not seen the picturs versonally but have been iniorred
that it is well worth while.

T™iis is suomitted to the Burecau as a matter ol information a2t
this tine.

WE :ved
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By United Preu Intermm
HOLLYWOOD, Mar.
Veteran™ film: -comedian Lou
Costello, nfty-one, died today :
tor's Hospital of a “heart -
attack complicated by 8 blood
clot. - ¥ ;

He suffered .the attack
week ago and ' had been be-
lieved to be recovering.

His manager, Edward Sh
man, said Mr. Costello’s wife,
Ann, had been visiting him and
left just before he died. :

He said the attack n week
ago had been followed by a’
blood clot. *

One of .the’ first to be nd 5

;Loi,i. Costello -.«: .

1Y

formed was his longtime part-
r.er in comedy and close friend,
Bud Abbott.

When told of Mr Costellos
death, he sobbed and in &
barely understandable voice
said—"I can’t talk now, call me
back later, please.” s

Mr. Costello teamed with
Bud ‘‘Abbott ‘in 1930, after
breaking into the entertainment
business by the vaudeville
route.

The two comedians broke up
their team last year,

=TT, Tostello,- born in Pater-

sad-faeed declaration “I'm &

bad boy” in many.of the skits
he and Abbott developed. .-

The “Who's on First” base-'

ball routine the two developed
was one of the most famous in
modern movie comedy and was
played in person, too, before
several Presidents of the United
States.

Costello. was the roly-poly
comic, while Abbott played the
straight man. Costello was
working in & Brooklyn bur-
lesque house when howed—Atr-

son, N .J., was famed for his

/
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bott got together.

.359

g - Le .

Tolson
Belmont
Deloach
McGuire
Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm

/ Trotter
W.C. Sullivan ___
Tele. Room

Holloman
Gandy
H s
e
: .
A}
) '\ - o ¥
o \ g, "
T
A\ \| 3

The Washington Post and
Times Herald

The Washington Caily News

The Evening Star _
New York Herald Tritune

New York Journal-American
New York Mirror

Mew York Daily News

New York Post

The New York Times

The Worker

The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
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