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event, be aware of our presence).

Mr. Van de Kamp, we have palnstaklngly built this commnity,
this movement, and it has not been ¢ easy. We have gone through all
kinds of harassments, our bulldlngs have been burned, our animals
kllled, our chlldren s lives threatened. We have carved out of the
v1rg1n Jungles here a model of human co- operatlon and love, where
people who were once at each others‘ throats in an env1ronment that
fostered v1olence and gave people no creatlve outlet for thelr
llves, are now working together peacably, building a SOlld, secure
future for their children. Do you thlnk that naving come so far
and having made so many sacrifices, we are going to sit 1dly
by and allow a sleazy, polltlcally-motlvated frame-up carrled out
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Yet this is pre01sely what is intended by the group of people
who are trylng to use your office to hand down indictments against
members of Peoples Temple. There is a sinister dimension to all of
this that we think you may graspD. The efforts to frame up a few
of our staff mEmbErs in Los Angeles is actually a device to tie
up our flnances. to paralyze our church, and effectlvely cut off
the ploneer communlty here in Guyana from vital assistance. This
is no mere attempt to proceed agalnst one or two or a few people
who are accused of 'crimes' they have never commltted or whould
have EVer concelved of committings it 1s a move against an entlre
people, Mr. Van de Kamp. an act of v1olence and v;_latlon of the
human and 1na11enablg rights of all of us, a desplcable attack on
our work, our hopes, our aghlevements, our llves, our fut__e_

It is slgnlflcant that a person high up in government, in
the Us S Department of State, as well as another top official
in the FCC, are rully prepared %o State that we are V1ct1ms
of consplracy. They will be subpoenaed for testlmony if necessary.
Our work on behalf of the poor and underpr1v1leged - espec1ally
the bulldlng of this 1nterrac1al co~- operatlve community -- has
been pralsed w1de1y by high government officials and _many pro=
mlnent v151tors to the proae t from Guyana, the Unlted States,

and n+h er nations. Onn recent visito a1:+hn'r‘-1nvnq+1o-::a+nr

Deonald Freed (Executive Action, The Killing of RFK, Glass House _ggg_)
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said that Jonestown was "the greatest, most compa851onate community
he has ever seen, a communlty that Dr. Martin Luther King, had

he llved, would have recognlzed as the next step toward the
reallzatlon of his dream of human brotherhood." When you contrast
such statements -~ and there have been many of them -- with the
desploable slanders that have been prlnted about us in the sensa-
tionalist press, it is obvious who is telllng the truth and who

is lying.

Mr. Donald Freed. 1n01dentally. is an expert in the
exp051ng of government consplraoles, along with author—attorney
Mark Lane (Rush to Judgement): both are convinced that Peoples
Temple is the victim of a vast consplracy that is now trying
tocperate rlght out #i your office. Mr. Freed ~- who spent a
week in Jonestown very recently --1is prepared to offer testlmony
and is engaged with Mark Lane in a spe01a1 1nVest1gat10n of what
is going on. We now have a publlsher who has offered to g0 ahead

with a book in prepa.ra ion on this con spl iracy. It will uelp
1llustrate grap 1cally how flrst the press, then government
agen01es, are used (and 1ndeed prostltuted) 1n well orchestrated,
well financed campalgns to destroy progress1ve groups and church
leaders in the Unlted States. Our story -- and it is an explosive
one -- will be told to zn international audience which is

deeplv interested in how a poor DEoolEs organization like Peoples
Temple, and a pr1nc1pled humanitarian leader llke Jim Jones, are
made the 7ictim of subversion and government frame-ups, and
violations of human rlghts. We have not brought the Los Angeles
Dlstrlct Attorney s offlce into the story yet because, desplte
what we have heard We are not prepared to belleve that you are
or would become a party to these efforts. However. we are

qulte serlous and deeply commltted to our cause, and are certalnly
prepared -~ and capable -- (and 1ndeed anxious) to go to the
llmlt to make the publlc fully aware of what is happenlng. And
we now have ZVEry reason_ to belleve that the publlc ~= both in
the U.S. and in many other nations -- is most 1nterested to know
the anatomy of this sort of hlgh treason agalnst 1nnocent people
that is allowed to take place. and is glven every sanction, within
institutions of a supposedly free society.
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Again, we intend to publicize our story to the world, and
we are already assured that it will be written about and w1dely
spoken of by many around the United States and in many nations of
the world who have taken a profound interest in what Peoples Temple
is d01ng for 1nternatlonal co- operatlon in Guyana 1n settxng up
a model. multiracial communlty, “and in what is happenlng to w1pe
out perhaps the most successful and active peOples organization

.L‘ h &

in th =] Unl'Ce(J States.

Cur only and basic desire is to be left in peace. However.
if this political frame-up is serlously pursued, we will be acqutlng
support from all groups in the Los Angeles area as well as all over
California and el ewhere who haVe offered to protest on a broad
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front in our an‘epse Manv hnvn roacogni -7nd 'I"hc- campaigns against
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Peoples Temple as an attack on all poor and oppressed people
(urban blacks in particular, who make up the majority .of those

of us signing this letter), and all ppople who are trying to work
for social and economic Justlce in Amerlca. It will be con51dered
a serious matter for your offlce to try to make a civil rights
church that has been in the forefront for racial Justlce for
twenty five years look like it preys upon elderly blacks by
dlgnlfylng this cruel plot Many of us know the couple concerned
in the case that 1is belng prepared, and WEre present when thelr
property was discussed. The fact of the matter is that there was
no coercion or any sort of 'deal' made: 1ndeed the position taken
by Rev. Jones on the only occasion he referred to the matter was
that Peoples Temple did not want the p;_pen_x in gugstlon. Many of
us were present and can testlfy in support of this. The plot belng

hatched is a tangle of lies.

Make no mlstake about our resolve. We are plEdgEd to

defend our 1ntegr1ty, our communlty, and the Justlce of our
cause. We are not arralo, and have oeen tnrougn battles before.
We are an embattled people, with a herltage of struggle. We have
no antagonlsm towards you at all -- we have no reason to belleve
that you are not a hlghly pr1nc1pled person. But we want to make
1t clear that we have been pushed to the wall, that we have gone
very far in this cause, which for us 12;1dent1f1ed with our very
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llVeS, and which represents a hope for our childre:
d1dn t have in the mean streets of Watts and other
the city -- and we will very actlvely. dramatlcall
resist any a ttempts, from whatever quarter, to put

or n+ho-r c:r-homo-: +0 hurt our

] Vaeslra A s il Ll

For that reason we have come together to comp:
you this letter, whlch we hope Wlll move you to re
perhaps more completely comprehend our situation, :
of frame-up that is belng prepared against us.

Thank you very much for your consideration.
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Signed,
RESIDENTS OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE AGRICULIU)
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