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Guyana notebook
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! Where garlic is $15 a poum’i

By John Jacobs
Examiner Staff Writer

GEORGETOWN Guyana -%

axroel Aogimi

VIIC wuulu l..l.‘lVC l-l.lUuElu-, Juuslul}

by the reaction of people at tlu\
Park Hotel Monday, that somé
horrifying new development had
been discovered at Jonestown.

1

Renorters and survivors of th
LEpPOriers an Urvivoers o1 1ae

Peoples Temple massacre were
buzzing with conversation. But it
was not about the temple, but the
assassination of Mayor Moscone.

- Within hours of the chnrmmm i
word reached here, where rumor lS
king and speculation the currency |

of exchange. Some people were .

T e

dULIUL U_)‘ \.,-d.lllUl llld ll'.'i[lj}l!: nien-
bers to the events here, and jour-
nglists scurried 10 learn whether
Fan White’s name was known here. \
It wasn't.

ameae hoao Alin |
I. IIC Uaullcl u‘:auuuca lll. JGDECI' i

day's Mirror, the opposition party's
newspaper, said: “US. Mayor Shot
Dead.” The article noted that Mos- :
cone was elected with the assist-
anice of Jim Jones but added that
“there is still no firm link between
the mass killings in Guyana and the
murder of the U.S. mayor.”
* kW

If you are planning a trip to
Guy vana, you mmht consider hring- j

mg your own to:let paper. If you '
want to get rich, bring a lot. Jt used
to seil for 25 cents aroll a few years .
ago; now the cheapest is 75 cents,
and it brings $1.50 on the black
market.

The toilet paper shortage t
yvmptomatic of the problems thi
mpoverished nation faces economi
ajlly. It has almost no foreigﬂ
currency and ihere’s oo money 1o
import goods. Consequently, to
keep what4ntie~ctirrency there is,

upset, thinking the shootings might !
have been the start of a wave of -
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the government has banned almost
all imports.

Taxi drivers, who are getting
Jrich these days off foreign journal-
ists. say that for yfars there have

heeli no potatoeq o garhc no

onicns. ..

“There are no car parts mr_
Isundry detergents. The black mar-
ket ‘flourishes. A pound of garlic
smuggled in from neighboring Suri-
nam brings $15 a pound. Oniens are
$5 to $6 a pound, cloth sells for $20
to $30 a yard. The official exchange
rate is $2.5 Guyana to §1 American,
but on the black market, sources

have said, one U.S. dollar can fetch

anywhere from five to eight Guy-
ana doilars. '

Someone at the U.S. Embassy
said, “In burglaries of American
residences here they sieal your
soap or tomato paste and spaghetti,
and leave your radios and typewrit-

rs. They steal your rum and leave
our wine. They want immediate
nsurmables.”

* N

-

*

One of the most mysterious
places in town these days is a large,
two-story stucco bouse in Lamaha
Gardens, where 46 persons from
Peoples Temple have been virtually
isolated for the past week. This is
the house where Sharon Amos and
her three children were found
dead.

Some survivors of the killings

fear that the people living atj i
Lamaha Gardens were amongj
Jones' most fanatic followers.

Phone contact with the house has

n disconnected. The Guyanese

army has set up a road block 200
yirds in front of the house, guard-
ed by two soldiers with automatic
whapons. There is an army tent

gutside the htre—and two large

military police trucks in front.

Saving informaticn is a staple
of newsgathe: when the
news that is requested is so old, i
kind of unnerving. Such has
the case interviewing Jonestown
survivors, some of whom have
away from civilization for a year or

4 two,

One wanted to know how the

49ers are doing. He wasn’t aware
tha taam had acouired 0.1 Simp-

T WALl Jau Sy uidi Tl s P ity

son. When he heard the won- -lost
record, the grimace was painfully
obvious. Another asked about the
USF Dons and als¢ wanted to know
who made it into the World Series.
Another wanted to know if the
Northern California drought was
over yet.

* kK

Some of the Park Hotel survi
vors are exhausted from taiking t

the press. Others have been selecf

tive. That's because the arrival o
the foreign press, especialiy tho!

from Germany, has meant that
some writers are now paying for
interviews, and paying big, as in
thousands of dollars. For survivors
who have no money in the world,
and at best an uncertain future
once they leave here, such offers

are overwhelmingly attractive.

When one survivor demanded
money for his particularly good
tale, a New York-based writer
offered $100. The man asked $1,

A reporter called his editor to {ee
how hngh he could go. The edijor

replied, “Why_not ask him if "he
wants a glass of Kool-Aid?”
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Fdf or's ma‘IIQ
x lever agam er again _

Y !keep v.amng for it to eud bm
it just keeps coming at’ me ft's b bei
over a week now and the hum ‘
of dead in Guyana goes ever

rhfgher Then, finally, it’s over.

P l'\e tried to comprehend it, but
‘J canpot. A psychoanalytical expla-
natlon is just too simple.

At times I've been angry —
angry at our government, the peo-
ple who followed the cult, the
media and even myself.

Where was the government?
Should they (wet allow planned
suicide/murder? Why did the con-
sulate not let us know someone was
teaching death? Did this “teacher”

ive up his citizenship, thereby
rpaking him exempt from Amefi-

c n laws?

How could that many people .
practice a religion whose ultima-
tum in a crisis is death? Didn't they ! '
know that in this land we are free
't practice living religions?

What is the media trying to do |
to us in one short week? Don't they
know we can comprehend thou-
sands of deaths by tidal waves,
thousands of deaths'by earth-
quakes, but we cannot comprehend
mass suicide?

Where have 1 been since the'
“movements” started “slowing,
down? Why didn’t 1 even know of.
the Peoples Temple? It's my respon-
sibility too to see that this govern- t
ment “of the people ...” knows
when a practice of “orshlp turns
into murder plans. Why was I not:
jnterested in what was happening
with a group of Americans located
ip another country? What h.

ned to my consciousness?

I've searched, I've hurt and Ike
fought back tears for these people.
I never met evenang of them, but |
most certainly feel a great loss.

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, cily and state.)

34 S,F.Examiner

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 11-29=78
Edition: Final

Title:
RYIMURS
Character:
° SF 89-250

C]uﬁsiﬁcatmn
Submitting Office: %F

FBi/DoJy



I will probably never under-
stand the WHOIe of it. 1 will
probably pever know how _th
lany people rould so calmly. take

their lives.- Certainly 1 }vill nevef,

furget. ; § ~

* Mv pgvernment will never
My government will never

again tell me that that in religion,
“what is one group’s enthusiasm is

another man's problem.” I-owe it 1o,

myself, my neighbor and our
children to see that a new religion
practiced, a new cult, is not man-
dating death.

Stand up Congress, stand ug
true worshippers, stand up Americ
— there should never have been

"Lragedy like this. There shouid |

ever have been death on a Guy-
anese airHetd—Tihere should never
have been a loss of s0 many people,

s0 many chitdren~ There should
never have been the loss of a
congressional lawmaker.

We don’t want unrepresegta-
ive consulates in other countrjes.
We don't want to have 1o wolry
thai when our children do join the
“religion” of their choice, their goal
is, at best, self-destruction.

We want to impress upon all
pecple that no matter how. trite it
may sound, it is “In God we trust,”
not in Mr. Jones, Mr. Smith, or Mr.

e.
|5 We don’t ever want to
l{&rough another week like this IJTS

dne,

e i
Chester M. Monroe L :

Menlo Palks—ie .
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Pal'l PREOCCUP!ED was the world wilh the
horror in Guyana last week that it gave scant
attention to another one in Asia. A ramshackle
hoat full of Vietnamese refugees was denied th
right to dock in Malaysia. and was pushed bac

out 1o sea, and, being badly overloaded, sank.

"More than 200 people drowned. But in
(yuyana more than 900 had lost their lives in a
cgazy rite of suicide and murder. Hence Guyana
Njas the bigger story: the deaths of those ten-
sgore other people attempting to escape the
repressions of Communism on the other side of
the world simply could not compete with it.

In all fairness, it should be noted that our
capacity for saturation of this kind of news is
limited — we have a hard time dwelling on more
than one disaster at a time. The oné in Southeast
Asia, iromically enough, came at us in ot
Thanksgiving Day papers. The photography wiy
excellent, transmitted around the globe b
-superb technology. There were the people
.clustered all over that sagging wooden craft,
1boking at us, as they were bemg pushed away
firom the muddy Malaysian shore to their watery
jjraves.

. In the name of decency, we must try our best
1o identify with such people, with their travails
and their aspirations. And we need to do more
than that. We need to offer a great deal more
help to the ’thousands who are continuing to flee
,the oppression and cruel deprivation in Vietnam.

| In the days before that boat went down with
all those escapees, attention was focused on
another vessel, the rusty old freighter Hai Hong.
Crowded with some 2,500 refugees, it sat off the
¢ogst of Malaysia for many days as the hunger
andt sickness of its occupants mounted. | P

“In its'case, oo, the docking privilege was
rdfused by- Maiaysm which already has 40000

re ugees and, of course, is a poor countrv, It. Lvnti
'c Pt no more, and 50 the Haj Hong escajjees
npr!xl:::-l?fn Chme':e Hineage, now subjecy] to
persecution in Vietnam) seemoed-eotace

2BoArd~that Seagoing junk heap, whicH was a

/ San Franriseo Examm

et’s take in the refugeés

;
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poor match for the open sea.
LR

But, though the wait has been excruciating,
there is now a thrilling response to their crisis:
({anada, France and Belgium agreed to accppt
sjzable numbers of them. More than 600 wire
vrhisked 10 Montreal for a joyous liberation in jlhe

accustomed cold. West Germany is taking
1,000 of them. Switzerland, Britain and The
Netherlands may accept others. And there is
word, bejatedly, that the United States may take
in the remainder of those who don’t find re-
location in those other countries. In any case, the
Carter administration is raising the quota for
entry of Vietnamese refugees into this country.

“

This is not only proper, but imperative. At
the most, the increased influx will be only a smallk
fraction of the illegal immigration that floods|
avross our borders. The Vietnamese escapees are)
for the most part, industrious, responsibie]
people, seeking new lives in freedom. And many,
apparently, are escaping Vietnam with money
raised by relatives who already have fled to the
United States or other countries.

But more to the point, we have a responsijbili-
ty here. These people are fleeing the Commu-
nism that this country tried, and failed, to stop in
their country, at great cost and with horrib
destructive results. Many of these are people w
bet on us and lost. Now the hearts of oth
nations, not involved in that tragedy, have b
mijved to accept them, and we can do no less
th‘.;in to keep on accepting them ocurselves,

* We must show the world that we pay our hiils

to humanity~wireni we can. And in_the case of

these refugees, we can.
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Said attorney Charles Garry in an interview
Pceople’s Temple, 1 believe these people have tol
me everything and 1 believe them when they say
“hit squad’ exists...However, you can see that 1 have
bodyguards.

»
“I'm taking no chances.”

There are rcports of boats missing from their
moorings in Guyana .. R
and many of Jim Jones’
lieutenants are not ac-
counted for.

All of South Amer-
ica will again be sus-
pected of hiding those
who carried out a holo-
caust.

Seer a pack of
Koot-aid and you can’t
thelp but think of Guy-

‘ana.

See your minister ’
Sidney Jones

n his black suit and
sunglasses and you try not to think of Jim Jones.

Ministers, sunglasses and Kool-aid.

The news from Guvana would prompt E.F.
Hutton to whisper, “Sell.”

Meanwhile, 910 are dead and some may be
still missing. :

Every day the story becomes more tragic with
yet another twist 10 boggle the mind.

Nine hundred and ten people followed Jird
Jones to his heaven in Guyana. .
Now 910 bewilldered tamilies are faced wit
the task of bringing them home 10 pray over and
bury. e

crowded out by “how.”

ievisipq,

Said a young black women during a te
interview, “My mother gave People’s Temple evet
8 thing. _ . ]

'J-' rom when my father died.

}ringing the bodies back home

In their gricf the question of “why" is being’

“"Money from her ﬁroperty and the checks

. A . L1 TR
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“Shg_opge. had diamonds and_.m.a_but they -
told her 1o sell them and give the m o them."

= LAl N PO . P Py} A ey e
Now she's dead and we don't even Nave

money to send for her body.”

Millions of dollars were found in Jonestow ‘,
Guyana., y

l-l\pl

Thase who now speak for what remains of
People's Temple should at least advecate that the .
money be used to transport and bury the dead.

The insanity of it all is cnough for these most-’

TaR s

ly poor famllies s

. Must they rob a bank or ask you for your.
‘wallet in order to get Uncle Joe or Aunt Besane
home from Dover Air Force Base, Del.?

Jimmy Carter himself should cur the red tape
or take the money from the U.S. budger. ff

e +  Through the insanity of it all, we should L _
FE {past show the world that the society that creadid--
: ¥m Jones is still civilized enough to bury its ¢ o

ead. aea [ PSR .
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A horror tha
Washington — How do we cxplain to our

children the horror in Guyana? Early last week, 1
ran out of words.

Joncstown was too grisly a death rite, and too
deep into a mass scance of evil, for even profounf
cxplanations of deviant behavior to offer guidance

At best, we have bits and piec
ancient history or cur- AP
rent events: the 964

taken fro

‘Jews of Masada who -
“took their own lives in
79 A.D. when Roman
soldiers pressed in, a
Charles Manson who
conned his followers
into thinking he had
ranormal powers.

But the defiant ¢
niystery about Jones-
town remains: How
could so large a num-
ber of Americans

Colman McCarthy

simultancously let go of so strong an instinct as
personal autonomy? The final death rite of drink-,
ing Kool-Aid and cyanide may not have been a|
totaily free-will act for everyone — the camp was'
varded by armed goons — but mass suicide hadl
n discussed often. =

The martyrologies run back through the cen-
turies with accounts of true believers accepting
death for their convictions. But the Jonestown sui-
c&des were anything but martyrs in the tradition of

those who were willing to accept death for their'
belicfs from the first. e

. The cult of the Peoples Temple is said 10 ha\:"é
begun well. Feelings of love and brotherhood that
mark the usual first hug-in fervor of communes
were present. But then the feet of the charismatie.
Rev. Jones were seen to be made of the coarsest

wr : ' H i - od the
clay. Whatever idealism may have pervaded thy

» Peoples Temple in the San Francisco of the latp:
1960s, it had vanished by last week in Guyana. “
o Al

We will never kivew the subconscious obses.
sions and deranglgnents that changed Jones from a

LT}

respeCted—gastor and infivential politicai power
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those whom he fights have a secret hold upon him:

* and to this wecakness he and his group finaliy -

I

(‘

succumb.”

What has come out of Guyana to date is a
torrent of questions, but only a trickle of aNSWerSs,
My children, of grade-school age, have been talking
among their classmates about the stacks of bodies,
the guns, the dead congressman, and the jungi
cscapes. We have talked at home about it, too.
wouﬂi like to think that the strong solvent of the
youth can dilute the impact of so heinous a denid
of life. As an adult, I now that it is too much to
think about for teo long. e,
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Editor — The Jonestown mas-'
sacre mustogoinremhdmmhb\o :
fragile democracy i) Democr
demands that we think for
selves, that we participate in
decision-making process, that we

hves, .
When pecple give up ther
democratic rights — whether to o
party, a church, a cult or sect, or
to apathy — then the base is laid
for “follow the leader” 1o whatev-
e mad end. When people choose
th do what they are told rather
tnan to think and struggle, with its

totdlitanianism.
The Peoples Temple traged

chumbers and of Gemmans who |
“only followed arders”’; of My Lai;
of Russian revolutionaries confess-
ing to cimes never committed
against the omnipotent state; of
American witch hunts, historic
and more recent; and of a
minority of voters determenmg the

majority’s future.
i we learn nothing else we

should relearmn that democracy —;

tiowever slow and flawed — tokes

d’ of us to work, ond that
atemative i, like "the moss

& /suicides in Guyana, utt

thinkable.
AL LANNON
n Francisco |

accept some responsibility for our -

corjures up memories of Jews ‘_
walking wilingly into the Nazi gas |

tjoncomitant doubt and pain, then, .
tdemocrocy gives way to voluntarfi :
%

’

E‘ETTERS TO_THE EDTTOR*
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Elizabeth
Mehren

Abealing of guilt

San Francisco—A week later, the city was still |
reeling. ‘ i

How could it happen, people were asking. How
could 900 people, many of them San Franciscags,
die together in a heap three and four deep? Hw
could 900 lives be summarily snuffed out infa
distant, steamy jungle country? '

“I don't have any answers. Nobody does, I
guc_:ss," said an elderly woman who came to pray
Jor the victims of Guyana Sunday night. Leaning
m her cane, the woman said she did not know
agnyone associated with the Peoples Temple. But as

member of the First Congregational Church,
where the “healing” service was held, she wanted
to join in prayer. .

®

THE SERVICE was the idea of an interdenom-

inational group of San Franciscans, them-
selves as shaticred by the events at Jonestown as
anyone, who decided that it was time for t
healing to begin. So late last week they organized
a trans-ecumenical service in memory of the
victims.

“We hope,” said John Wahl, a board member .
of the San Francisco Council of Churches, “that
by praying together, we can affirm our common 5
humanity, regardless of denomination, and join |
in our belief that life is good. The purpose is & |
healing, a healing of all the horrifying feelings, |
all the guilt, all the recriminations.” !

“Though it's not explainable, it can be

aled,” said another Council of Churches board
micmber, Monty Cardwell. “And pessimism isn't
ghing 1o do it .

“Right now,"” said Cardwell, a Quaker]
“there’s no turning except to God. And it has tg;
be ali together: blacks, whites, Catholics, Je

Protestants.” —=m—= ——,

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

———e

2 The Tribune

Oakland,Ca,

Date: 11—28-78
Edition: Sunrise

Title:
RYIMURS

Character:

or SF 89-250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF

FBI1/DOJ



Thatthe— Congregational Church was
spawned by another group of relffioUS outcasts,
the Pilgrims, appcared to have no sxgmf:canc%lm
the choice of the stolid stone structure at Plist
{t[nd Mason strects for the service.

‘Actually,” the Rev. Norman Leach allowed,
we looked for a church with ava:lable parkmg
It was very simple, very pragmatic.’

It was no small irony, however, that SuCh a
gathering should be held in a church, nor that it
should have been organized by leaders of the
city's religious community. Many of them
worked with the Rev. Jim Jones; many members
1of their congregations knew Peoples Temple

members.

ND NOW, AS the motley gathering of 150

worshippers turned to God, who could fail
fp observe that Jim Jones' followers were dom
{Pst that? .

“I'm not sure that's something I should co
ment on,” John Wahl said, addressing the almost
inconceivable evil that grew out of Jonestown. “I

anima ta rormind van af varinne incidante in
was EUILIE U 1LILEHM YUW UL Vol iuds lyLviuclg

history: St. Bartholomew's Day, the Crusades,
Northern Ireland, Lebanon .., "

Donneier Lane, executive director of the
Council of Churches, siopped to shake hands
with participating clergy as she left the service.
“It really touched me,” she said. “It touches us
all, the whole community.”

Lane said she knew Jim Jones, “but T never
saw the potential for this kind of evil.” And now,
“quite a few” of her friends were dead in Guy-
apa. No, she said, shaking her head at an inang,

steless question. She didn’t know how many'.[f

The ordeal of Jonestown remains a myster})
said Lane. She watched the worshippers file ollt
zafr;h'e church. “I guess it always will be a mys-
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An editorial _ B |
Deaths that make nosens¢

Last week was emotionally draining
enough. It was impossible to escape thef
news from Guyana. What could follow the[
story of hundreds of people going to thel
South American jungle and feeding cyanide’
to babies? :

Before all the bodies were even identi-
fied, we found out. ' '

-
L

A disgruntled former supervisor,
hose election and resignation was a

PR

sirange cnough story in jtself, walked into
PR }m Francisco City Hall. A few minutes
Kl ldter Mayor George Moscone and Supervi-

sor Harvey Milk were dead.

The tragedy of those deaths is sinkin%
in slowly. Emotions are still numb. It's t
soon to have recovered from seeing bodoﬁ
stacked on top of body in a village in Guywl
ana—and wondering if .one of them 1s
someone you knew.

But there is something different—and

particularly disturbing—about the latest
deaths.

Until now the killers have been the Lee [
Harvey Oswalds, James Earl Rays, Sirhan
Sirhans—nuts or habitual criminals who
had no other stab at immortality than to
kill someone famous. |

There was something wrong in the -
inds of the leaders of the suicide Tites in

] qraﬂ?, and the slayer of Moscone aéhld
Milk, teo. Everyone knows that now. ﬂ:xt
dhct‘ ople believed ré:sponsible for thele
caths, were repsected citizens, not some
kook that n6 one had ever heart-8t-before.
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The Rev. Jim Joncs was a minister ana
an ex-city official. He didn't have to lead
%00 persons to their death to make his
thark. .

*  Dan White, the suspect in the Moscolie
and Milk deaths, had been a policeman a
fireman. He had been elected supervisor of
San Francisco. No way did anyone suspect
him of being a potential murderer before
yesterday. Even Moscone ignored his usual
Ser‘nrj!}: precautions ’\‘l'r}'u:-n White acked to

L ¥ H AasF Bafalr WY AIILW GAoniTas W

seg him.

But when people who have held high
offices in City Hall suddenly turn killers,
it’'s even more numbing than when some
madman takes a shot at the president.

What does it mean? That society is
-becoming more violent? Or that some nuts
are better at escaping detection than oth-
krs? One haopes it's the latter. Whatever tlhe
fause, goo people are dead for reasolps
+hat make no sense.

The tragedyv is that all the sensible
people in the world together can't undo the
work of two demngef-souls, who took out
their {rustrations by murder.
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VOICES

hocking use of crosg™ Tx .

) ¢ Nov. 20 editprial cartoon your use of the
ni.top of death’s skull # ahdcking and
extremely offensive to mg as a Ghnsua.n

The Peoples Temple is in no sense Christian, nor
a church, but a culi, with no connection 10
Christianity.

To use the beloved symbol of Jesus, who gave
his life for others, including you, in such a horrible
connection is scurrilous, degrading and
bksphemous.

You could have used a pagoda roof or left it
hire to serve the purpose.

You owe every Christian an apology for such
bad taste and poor judgment.
—— . PEARL C. HAMILTON,
rnal@akland.

E

i
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| Jsoa—ew to eye with Joel A, MacCollamm nsibility for the removelofthe
("That - Guyana tragedy: How far shouldd¢ad bodies {and, for that matter, the return of
freedom of religion go?”" Nov. 22) when he saysthe live cult members) is sofely that of the
lhousands of Amertcans have been drawn intoconcerned families and/or the religious
[‘pseudo religious cults which have assumed organization itseif, certainly not that of the
the role of religion more for ulierior motives'unconcerned Laxpayers. The elected official or
than the worship of a divine being.” officials of this country who approved the
As a free thinker and a studen! of military involvement in this matter should be
comparative religions - including yoga — I'made to fully account to the American public
found the Guyana tragedy shocking andby whose authority this endeavor was
repulswe Callforma pamcularly Los Angeles. undertaken and the total cost of the entire af-
seems io be fertile soil for pseudo cultists. Ialr
yogis. swamis and other charlatans to thrive! The person or persons then deemed
and prosper. Of course. there are a few ex-fesponsibie should, in my opinion, be heavily
ceptions | have come across here, but theseicensured or removed from office for such

noble souls work and serve unknown andunpwarranted actions.
unheard by the general public. LEQN SMI;H

Anc man nr waman uwha Annec tha halv rohe
mlv man or woman who dons the holy robe

and demands unquestioning obedience is an’
impostor; they are a threat to society; they!
must be hounded out. The compassionate one, ;
Lord Buddha, told his disciples: “Don’t accept’
anything because 1 say so0; accept no authority; ¢

find nut and varify far vanrcalf ** Carnratan nd
AL UL Tl VL ll: Ul Juul L kL. UL BLCD ﬂu',ﬁ

vised: “*Know thyself.”

The time-honored and tested religions are
enough; we do not need any more cults. There
are some who feel ancient religions are not
suitable to the present age. To them 1 would
say: 'Great masters of yore never Llaught:
they revealed the divinity within."

Let the shock treatment administered by
the Guvana tragedy be an eye-opener to those
who are beguiled by self-appointed messengers
of the divine. Then the martyrs of Jonestown
would not have died in vain.

P.C. SUBRAHMANYAN
Los Angeles

g °

| The fiscal irresponsibility of elected of-
‘ficials has never been so apparent as in their
recent directive to involve military personnel
and equipment of this country to clean up the
mess created by the very unpleasant religious
mass murdet-suicide in the South American.
country of Guyana. K

The cost of this operation — a cost that wiii
totally be absorbed by the taxpayers of thls
country —is a whopping $8 million.

I say that such an enormous expenditure of
our tax dollars is totally ridiculous and
absolutely unnecessary. The members of the’
religious sect in question were in Guyana for,
various reasons and whether they were
unhappy or not was their concern and not the
concern of the American taxpayers. The tax-
payeri—eid pot force them to jon the cult of
their choice.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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about Jim Jones?

v amiss withthe Mes—Cagter's letter was—a—brief
internal security apparatus of thehandwritten nole, sent to the Rev. Jl.m
United States when a prospective firstJones after the professed ‘‘Marxist
lady, Rosalynn Carter, is allowed tospcialist” returned from Cuba in 1977.
share a political platform with aAs of this writing neither Mondale nor
suicidal fanatic like the Rev. JimCglifano has found any record of the
Jones. claimed fulsome tributes to Jones’

Rep. Clement Zablocki has pledgedactivities. . .
that his committee wilt follow up onthe W as the Guyanan government misled
investigative work done by Rep. Leo J.by Jones? If our political leaders did
Ryan before he was murdered. Why inot provide the bona fides for the Rev.

-Zablocki wants to know, didn't the Stafe ones and his Peoples Temple. whe

Why didn't we know more

Department more seriously investigate
the complaints of human rights

violations coming from Jones'|

concentration camp in Guyana?

But that is only the first question to

be asked, only the beginning of the
investigation.

Seventy-two hours after the murder-
suicide of 909 people in that jungle had
made world headlines, U.S. journalists
had found countless individuals who
knew of — reported of — shakedowns,
extortions, kidnapping, brutality,
suicide rehearsals and murder pacts —
all while the Rev. Jim Jones was still a
respected political figure in liberal
politics.
piqued by a personal account of how a
former student may have been
murdered by elements of the Peoples
Temple —more than two years ago.

One defector told The Washington
Post that she knew, long ago, that
Jones was a “‘madman, completely
insane. . . All members of the group
were compromised by Reverend Jones
info signing statements that they were
willing to kill the sect's enemies, then

id?
! The press reports here and the

rumors floating are somewhat
incredible. One allegation is that Jones

California-based remnant was under
instructions to launch an assassination
operation against U.S. officials if
harassment of his Guyanan camp was
ot discontinued. Another source told
r,his writer, in an unverified report, that
ha Rey Jim Jones was involved in a
Ee(-out-the-vote campaign in California
in 1976 — using church members in the
operation.

But 800 Americans are dead in the
hworst massacre-suicide since almost a
ihousand Jews took their lives 19
centuries ago rather than surrender to
the Romans at Masada.

And one journaust calls it simply the
“bloody climax to a history of threats
and terror swirling around the Peoples
Temple ™

Many, many questions need
answering. Why, again, didn't local
police and the FBI know of the
activities of this sect of more than 1.000
souls? Why wasn't the Secret Service

mit suigide ;alerted to keep Mrs. Carter miles away

n~oen
LRl Sul

If even a handful of pedpio were

from a certifiable madman like the

aware of this insanity, why didn't the Rev. Jim Jones” How did the Peopies

police know about it? Why didn’t the
FBI know? Why did no one alert t_he‘
Secret Service traveling in 1976 m(tigw
Mrs, Carter, who appeared alongside
Jones? 1
The Guyanan government, not umex-
pectedly, has sought to shift blame to
the highest officials in the United
States. We did not “let a bunch of
crazies” into our country, they have
said — but acted only after .Jones
roduced gushy testimonials from Vice

resident Mondale, HEW Secretary

=3

Temple. whose membership was
terrorized in the United States, manage
{0 acquire a franchise in Guyana?
Where did Jim Jones gef the
credentials to make himself a guest of
the Guyanan government — and an
acquaintance of the first lady”

Have we so stripped the FBI of its
investigative tools that it can no longer
penetrate a dangerous. suicide-prone

organization as large and visible ag the
Peoples Temple?

eph Califano. Roy Wilkins of the
AACP._ Belta Abzug. Hubert

Humphrey and the first lady <~

[ (ndicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Garry and Lane—=

In the horrendous Jonesfown iragedy,
there remains yet another aspect to this
[story that should be further explored. It
concerns the role of two American
lawyers. Their names are Mark Lane and
Charles Garry. In our view, Yhey should be
called to account for their roles in this
shocking, disturbing page in America’s
history.

two big question marks

" ~Jane’s role throughout this horrible af-
fair Caniscarcely beg described as above
reproach. He had barely emerged from
the Guyana jungle into which he had fled
before denouncing in front of media
microphones U.S. society. America, he
suggested. was the real culprit behind
‘what had happened. arguing that it was a
bleak comment on life in the U.S. that

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A=10 HERALD EXAMINI
LOS ANGELES, C

Charles Garry was cult [eaderJones’ followers were forced to
Jones® attorney. “He is also a self-styled congregate in Jone;;town in t_he first placg.
radical lawyer whose clients have To us. this sort of irresponsible remark is
included Angela Davis and Huey Newton. more a bleak comment on Mark Lane.
Like Mark Lane, Garry spoke openly of And it echoed, at least in our mind. the
the Peoples Temple’s commitment 10 predictable analysis of TASS, the official
integration and egalitarian values. He Soviet news agency, that America's
once described the Guyana colony as “a general moral decay, sexual promiscuity —
jewel the whole world should see.” Well, ind overwhelming decadence was behind

certainly wasn't.

Mark Lane is the lawyer notorious for
challenging. often with thin evidence at
best, the Warren Commission report of
the JFK assassination, an activity which
Lane converted into a remunerative
profession. Now we suppose we should
anticipate him embarking on an instant-
publishing tour with a “‘Life with Jim
Jones™' potboiler.

Lane was originally hired by the late
Jones to collect evidence proving that
Iinteliigence agents were infiltrating and
harassing Jonestown. Lane evidently
construed his retainer - from Jones to
include writing a stiff letter to the late
rCongressman Leo Ryan that was filled
with threats. If the congressman staged a
“witch hunt’ in Guyana, Lane wrote once,
then Jones might have to embarrass the
U.S. by fleeing 10 ‘“two anonymous

Cuba.

the world has seen, and a jewel tne rise of the Peoples Temple. We found

charming, too, Lane’'s glib summation of
the entire disaster: “'If you win, you're
Moses; if you lose, you're Charles
Manson.”

Says Charles Garry, **Mark Lane knew
about everything: the guns, the drugs, the
suicide pact — and he never told anyone.”
We strongly suspect that Garry's
conclusion is correct, but we don’t think
Garry comes out of this untarnished,
either.

Is there a bar association in the land
that might be enticed into looking into this
matter of the highly questionable behavior
of attorneys Garry and Lane? Or other
authorities - federal or otherwise?
Cgrtainly, the behavior of Garry,and Lape
raises questions that cry to be answered.

countrigs’ — read: the Soviet Union and

Date: 11/29/78
rainonWednesday Lat

Title: GARR:JAND LANE
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o RYMUR/AFO
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|Guyana:

‘Why the
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By KINGSBURY SMITH
National Editor,

The Hearst Newspapers:

WASHINGTON — The grue- .

some tragedy of Guyana is the price
American society has paid for re-
strictions placed on the Federal Bu-
reau of [nvestigation.

- It is the price of embarrassment
that Mrs. Rosalynn Carter; Vice
President Mondale, Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare Secretary Joseph
Califano and several other promi-
nent Democratic politicians are pay-
ing for having sent friendly or com-
mendatory letters to the mad
monster who persuzaded 300 to 400
mesmerized followers into self-mas-
sacre, and murdered those who re-
sisted demands to kill their children
and commit suicide. s

The First Lady, the Vice Presi-
dent and other prominent Demo-
crats apparently communicated
with Jim Jones, demoniacal leader
of a California religious sect, be-
cause of the social welfare work in
which he was engaged before estab-
lishing a settlement of his crazy cult
in Guyana, and because he had sup-
ported the Carter presidential cam-~
paign in California.

A former FBI official told The
Hearst Newspapers that if the bu-
reau had been operating as it nor~

mally would have functioned prior -

to the imposition of crippling re-
étﬂgﬂ%lt would have infiltrated

ed
e

ot @

5o

on the

ions

[N
il W= Pl

I ® —
pram—————

the lT.Immu:ult, in California, espe-

cially after reports that a young de-

fector had been murdered. It would

undoubtedly have had an informer
in the Guyana settlement. ,

It would have discovered that
Jones was a madman who main-
tained Rasputin-like control over
his followers, terrorizing those who
disobeyed him, threatening with-
death those who wished to leave
him, coercing others to turn over
their property to him.

It would have learned, as former
followers have now disclosed, that
he had children taken into dark

preams———— Ol

rooms and subjected tq electrjp

would always smile at him. Al
that he performed fake “miracles
such as pretending to remove
“cancer,” which was actually th
liver or gizzard of a chicken, and
that he was training his followers to
commit mass suicide if he was ex-
posed. .
FBI infiltration of the cult
would have enabled those respon-
sible for protecting the interests of
Mrs. Carter, Viee President Mon-
dale and others to contact the bu-

reau to find out whether it was all ,

SNGCKs to make them promise t q
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right for leaders of the country to
cofimiMifate with Jones in such a
friendly way that it implied en-
dorsement of him.

The FBI could have informed
the White House that Jones was us-
ing the letters of Mrs. Carter, the
Vice President, Califano, Senator
Henry M. Jackson, (D-Wash.) Rep.
Phillip Burton, (D-Calif.} Rep.
Jonathan Bingham, (D-N.Y.) and
former Vice President Hubert

Humphrey as references to secure

the Guyanese government’s consent
to establishment of his macabre set-
tlement in the Latin American
jungle,

The bureau also could have in-
was a radical, anti-establishment
fanatic, who preached the pospel in
public but was contemptuous of reli-
gion in private conversations with
his assoeiates,

When the FBI conducted routine
investigations of radically-oriented
organizations, it was customary for
the White House and members of
Congress to ask it to check on indi-
viduals soliciting endorsements,

An FBI source said there are

several weirdo and'pgtentiall_y_ dan-

gerous organizations operaling in
the country at the present time, but
the bureau cannot infiltrate them
because of the restrictions on its op-
erations. '

These restrictions were imposed
in the atmosphere of virtual hys-
teria that marked investigation of
the FBI and the Central In-
telligence community in its efforts
to serve the security interests of the
country.

So-called “guidelines” issued by
then Attorney General Edward H.
Levi in 1976 prohibited the FBI
from infiltrating any group fhat
claimed it was exercising First
Amendment rights of free assembly
and speech. Members of such groups
had to have already committed a
ceriminal act, or be known to be
about to commit a crime, before the
FEBI could investigate them, or place
an informer in their ranks.

The ghastly Guayana calamity
may lead to a move in the next con-
gress to lift, or at least modify, the
restrictions on FBI operations, but
if such a move is made, it will neec

strong public support to succeed. o

Walter F. Mondale
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. Up fronl/Bill Fiset

Sundnv Lind of day p

“J ARAELWA WL

It's the sort of thing-that happens 10 usl
all a1 some time or other. The retired bar- |
bur, “sitting bchind a hippic at a football
gamu, forgets the game because he's dying
to start snipping away at the hippie's

scraggly locks. An orthodontist at a cocktail (ndicate page, name of
party can’'t take newspaper, city and state.)
his cyes off the - -
split in a lady's
two front rtecth,
and thce party's no
fun because he's
mentally fitting on
braccs. ‘
Thus it is with
old ncwsics, 100,
reporers-turncd-
columnisis, when
a really big story  Bili Fiset
breaks such as last v .
week's Peoplc's Temple tragedy. It's the afd ' —
lFrchorsc syndrome where, when the '[!l
ifings, you want to grab your trencheoat :le 1 The Tribune
ijush off to cover the story. phoning in prase
31’ Pulitzer caliber. But, alas, you're not a -
young reporter any more. You're a column-
ist, supposcdly doing a counterpoint to the | Oakland,Ca.
ncws, !

One S.F. columnist couidn'l resist and
last week recalled some pld jetters be'd ot
ten from Jim Jones. Apnother wrote abdlt

“culliism;;'nand how :lheh_Slate Department Date: 11-26-78

s ‘¢ prevented the Guyana tragegn i4ion.

(?Jg“‘ m’%mion lf:"_rom him that thz govern?nc?g{‘ Edition:  Symmday

sh‘g{;"l_& .SléS'LOUI of people’s religious beliefs.

If §e government werc 1o inlervenc any- Titles

whete thev'd move in on the religious™ itle:

hucksters who dominate several of the ob- i RYMURS

scure TV channels, exhorting the old, the '

disenfranchisced and the ignorant 10 send in . Character:

moncy, money, money.) { o SF 89-250
You can sec how difficult it is for a | Classiﬁcation:'gg

columnist to resist being a pundit. But Submitting Office: SF

again, if we're to go afier the TV hustlers.

M where dous the raising of church funds
s1op? W all know the organized church, so-
called, is the biggest property owner in the
world. Do the guys on the TV channels, or
thé& Jim Joneses, get stopped while the tent
evifngehists, the revivalists and the fai
healers get to carry on? Do they get sluppei

»-the Oral Roherts and the Ri“y Grd

msirds
SRRl Ine ras noDcel ang Bl

hams are allowed to continue-le-Faise mo
Iev for th&r worthwhile causcs {to use those

Fi1/D0J



ICTIMS)? AU Uues 1L akieE whether a serve

ice is in a mission cncamp_n_fcnl. or a civic
auditorium or a church edificc built by the

{flock?

4 B 1oL slaie man hrand of soladh
b People buy iACHT Owh Orahtc i siad
‘Iand who's 10 say what that brand shou
he? The solace has always been that som
where there's a betier life, and that yo
torment on this planet will be atoned for.
Send in your money. The dociors give you
physical solace and THEY charge for it,

don't they?

UT YOU'RE GOING TO SAY, aren’t youy
B e soor. e who e frisy

e T L

timized 7 As The Trib’s Siancy Jones, wio §
“black hims¢!f, pointed out the other day, "1t
is no accidént that morc than half of those
—aho followpd. Jim Jopes wene blagk” Trac,
jut they émanated from the Bay Area,
where blacks have had difficult times. Try
Lima, Peru, or Santiago, or Jamaica, where
the Catholic churches are magnificent. The
native peasants live difficult lives there, oo,
and presumably it's their contributions % at
build those churches and provide that {pl-
ace. The organized churches, of couAte,
don’t try to dominate the lives of members
as compleiely as Jim Jones tried 10 domi-
nate his members, but the organized
churches don’t have to. A congressman
would never have to run a rescue mission
-out of an organized church, which says
something for temperance.

el T,

Guyana was the most awesome church
tragedy in recent history. Not so much so
because of the religious aspects, but because
perhaps Jim Jones wanted o become Em-
porer Jones. Power creates the desire for
more power, or, 10 use the cliche, power
corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolute-
ly.

In Guyana were the collective farms, the
working flock, the guns, the money, and
ceven the imporied legal talent, lawyers of

e fame, talent and renown. The lawyers m e
their way to safcty alive and unwound\*F,

and presumably will go on to other clienls.
Something 1o think about, isn't it?

Bill Fiset’s column runs regularly on
page one of Lifestyle——""
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Guyana qu
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Washington—Something is horribly amiss
with the internal security apparatus of the United]
States when a prospective first lady, Rosalynn
Carter, is allowed to share a political platform with!
a suicidal fanatic like the Rev. Jim Jones. | -
(Indicate page, name of
. Rep. Clement Zablocki has pledged that his newspaper, city and state.)
committee will follow
p on the investigative
swork done by Rep. Leo
4. Ryan before he was D
urdered.
" Why, Zablocki
waftts to know, didn't Ia—
the: Department of
State more seriously in-
. vestigate the com-
plaints of human rights
violations coming from
Jones' concentration
camp in Guyana? ——
But that is On]y Patrick J. Buchanan
the first question to be asked, only the beginning of 16 The Tribune

the investigation. : li

+ - Seventy-two hours after the murder-suicide o
nedrly 800 people in that jungle had made world’ Qakland,Ca.
‘headlines, U.S. journalists had found countless in-~ ’
gividuals who knew of—reported of—shakedowns,
extortions, kidnapping, brutality, suicide rehearsals
and, murder pacts—all whilc the Rev. Jim Jones
was still a respected political figure in liberal poli-
tics. J Date: 1} .25--78
Edition: unaay

~-Rep. Ryan’s interest, in fact, was piqued by a
rsonal account of how a former student may
ave been murdered by eiements of the Peoples

Temple—more than two years ago. Title:
“
_One defector tald the Washington Post that RYMURS
she knew, long ago, that Jones was a “madman,
completely insane ... All members of the group Character:
were compromised by Rev. Jones into signing SF 89-250
statements that they were willing to kill the sect's or \
enemies, then commit sujcide.” Classification: &9

. Submitting Office: SF

_If even a handful of people were aware of this
insapity, why didn't the police know about it? Why

didn’t the FBI know? Why did no one alert th
Secfet Service traveling in 1976 with Mrs. Carterl
ffvhq_appeared alongside Jones?

‘
! :The Guyanan government, not unexpectedly,
has sought to shift-blame to the highest officials in
the United States.

FBiI/D0OJ



We did not “let a bunsh-ef crazies” into our
country, they have said—but acted only after Joges
produced gushy testimonials from Vice Presid¢nt
Mondale, HEW Secretary Califano, Roy Wilkins|of
the NAACP, Bella Abzug. Hubert Humphrey and
the first lady. ‘

Mrs. Carter's letter was a brief handwritten
note, sent to the Rev. Jim Jones after the professed
“Marxist socialist” returned from Cuba in 1977, As
of this writing neither Mondale nor Califano has
found any record of the claimed fulsome tributes
to Jones' activities.

Was the Guyanan government misled by
Jones? If our political leaders did not provide the
bona fides for the Rev. Jones and his Peoples
Temple, who did? '

The press reports here and the rumors float-
ing are somewhat incrediblc. One allegation is that
Jones' California-based remnant was under in-
structions to launch an assassination operation
against U.S. officials if harassment of his Guyanan
camyp was not discontinued. :

Another source told this writer, in an unveri-
fipd report, that the Rev. Jim Jones was involved in
a ‘fget-ou!-the-vote campaign in California in 19764~
u.ring church members in the operation. |’€f

&

-But some 800 Americans are dead in the wordt
massacre-syicide since almost a thousand Jews
took their lives 19 centuries ago rather than sur-
render to the Romans at Masada.

And one.journalist calls it simply the “bloody
climax to a history of threats and terror swirling
around the Peoples Temple.”

Many, many questions need answering. Why,
again, didn’t local police and the FBI know of the
activities of this sect of some 1,000 souls? Why
wasn't the Secret Service alerted to keep Mrs.
Carter miles away from a certifiable madman like
the Rev. Jim Jones?

How did the Peoples Temple, whose member-
ship was terrorized in the United States, manage to
acquire a franchise in Guyana? Where did Jim
Jones get the credentials to make himself a guest
of the Guyanan government—and an acquaintance ]
or.\ the first lady?

Have we so stripped the FBI of its investiga: \

title toals that it can no longer penetrate a danger
ous, suicide-prone organization as large and visible
as the Peoples Temple?
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|, Sidney Jones

Llfe goes On—no majter what

What a hollow and e,mpty Thanksgwmg

Tt seemed so uncaring of us to finish the
turkey and pumpkin pie while no one knew how
many of our former neighbors wandered lost a
d%nng in the snake and quicksand-infested Jungllls

Guyana. l

But we were in America and it was the third

week of November,

So, it was a week ~
for banquets in spite of
the prices.

And time for a
co rtesy call at grand-
mither’s house.

¥ .
Those who ranm .
from the death camp at
Jonestown headed to-
ward rivers that are
said to be full of the
dreaded piranha fish.

«dow's that for a
holiday scene?

Throw another log on the fire, my dears. and
pray that somehow they survive.

Sidney Jones . i

Hi

Those po]mmans who Jim Jones had in his
pocket, spent much of the Thanksgiving holiday
eatmg crow.

Ask one 10 tell you about his previous endorse-
}?um of Jim Jones, and he answers by giving you a

i t of others who did the same thing.

" The Thanksgiving day sky turned clear and
bhic but nobody was saying, “Have a nice day.”

< We've all been jerked into 3 new sensevof

-reality and it's back to the drawing boards for

thase who thought they had thns society all flgured
soQt.

A white (who said he was half black) evangéel

ist from Indiana has tricked what some say was a

thousand or more Amencans into following him. o

Guyana. . ;

At least 800 of them drank cyanide poison
when Jones decided it was time to say “bottoms
up.

They'll have to rewrite the books on this one.

oo

Does the defipition of a mass-myrderer in-
c]ludc. those who convince large groups of persons
g SrRe—

FE Y T TP |
io Aul INCTIOSrls: l

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

—_—

16 The Tribune

Oakland,Ca.

EE—

Date: 77 _26-78
Edition: Sunday

Title: _
RYMURS

1 R

Character

ot SF 89-250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF*

FBL/DOJ



The world, caught up in the drama_that un-
folds from Guzanay has no capacity to warry about
[the fate of 200 Vietnamese refugees.

f They were denied permission to land in

{ laysia and they all drowned when their crowd
little wooden boat capsized after being push
back out to sea.

Concern in America over their deaths is re-
duced to asking if these poor souls were fleeing
hardships "of a Communist-contralled Vietnam or
whether these were Vietnamese who couldn't ajust
1o a Vietnam where there was no rock-and-roll
music and hair spray from the PX?

But who had time to ask more questions as
we, between mouthfuls of turkey and cranberries,
cgntcmplated the raste of Kool-aid laced with cyan-
ide.

Yet, as I drove through the dark and chilly
streets of East Oakland, T noticed the lights of a
Lhristmas tree glowing in the window of a shablgy
‘ghetto house.

Life goes on, my friends. . -
No maiter what, ‘
PEACE
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l;-rue rellgzqn tweds ot oA
{ The lesson-to be gleaned {
he tragedy of the Peoples Templ

is that true ‘refigion -do#§- not
depend on the authority of any
charismatic leader or hero. The cult
of the personality must fade away
with other attributes of false reli-
gion. True religion, grounded in
gentleness of spirit and peace of
mind, always revolves about one’s
own personal, inner experience.

.- Tar from enslaving the individ-
at, true religion promotes a baslc.
w ¢f the cosmos, i.e..the freedom
! the individual to find truth for

. ; Cms ”
imsett,. | i} ™"
{- L : ’ R -
. Michael D. Delaney’ - . ’f
San Francisco i -
£ oW, . R R 4'

- [
) Sigp‘erv!sor’s response
SRR '
:‘_ # Onfé adrigle of the Guyana mas.

sacre Is the passive handling of the

whole affair by the State Depart-
ment. There were clear signs that
Ifuf was a hilgh[y dangerous mission
4ild  ¥el ihe State Department
allowed Congressman Ryan and his
party to walk into a deathtrap.

] The most clear-headed reacti(ﬁ
in San. Franciseo has come fm-;g
Supervisor Quentin Kopp who -
.Eroduced_a resolution asking Con-
[Bress to investigate whv the State
Bepartment wasn't deing the jop
that Ryan had to do in response to
the pleading of concerned relatives.

As early as 1977, Kopp demand-
ed that the mayor investigate accu-
sations of physical ‘and mental
torture in Peoples Temple. The|
mayor refused to do it. The supervi-.

r's eurrent protest stands up weil'
jin view of his vigorous position;
#he summer of 1977. - ;

:Sean Fam" LWRRC P —
San Francisco

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

52 S,F,Examiner

San Francisco,Ca,

Date: 11-27-78
Edition: Evytra

Maila
4 il

el

RYIMURS
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or SF 89=250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF
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Written on the Wind

IT WAS ON Sept. 7, 7976, that thenSup. spopes: iy and state.)
Robert Mendelsohn suggested one of the
Béard's top honors — a Certificate of Honor —
fol; Rev. Jim Jones head of People’s Temple. lj{
w4s approved and signed with a flourish by thel
' Pres. of the Board at that time, Quentin Kopp)|
+  who now seems to find it incomprehensible .

that Jones was coddled by so many local poht:
cians. o———= -

t

25 8.F,Chronicle

San Francisco,Ca.

" Title:
RYTHURS

Character:

or S 89250

Olaegification: Rg

~aaSsllICEaI0:

Submitting Office: Sk
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Editorials

The Jonestown'
Monstrosity |

" THE MORE ONE LEARNS ahout Jo
fown’s mass suicides by cyanide — now sajd to
have ended the lives of more than 900 persons
— the more unspeakable and incomprehensi-
ble do the events of a Saturday afternoon in
Guyana become.

The ordinary mind cannot imagine the :
monstrous act of persuading almost the entire
adult population of the settlement to surrender
their will and t0 suppress the first human

—————— 4 dhnd Al Al s meradd
l.l.lDl.LI.ll.—l., L0ax o1 ST LM LD vauuu.

Demands are nevertheless being made that
! the State Department explain why, in advance
of the event, it did not foretell what was going
to happen. For three days this last week, thi
New York Times reported, officials of thj
department in Washington found themselveb
on the defensive, accused in some quarters of
bearing “heavy responsibility” in connection
with the killing of Congressman Ryan and four

other Americans and the ensuing mass sui-

cilles.
\APPARENTLY THE HOUSE Internation]
al JRelations Committee, of which the latd
congressman was a member, is consndennd
investigating the State Department’s, perform-
ance™ Vet it should be said for the State

' (Indicate page, neme of

newapaper, city and state.)

38 g.F.Chronicle

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 112778
Edition: HOMEe

" Title:
RYITURS

Character:

or SF 89-250
Classification: 8Q
Submitting Office: SF

FBI/DOJ



Department that its consul in Georgetown
crnducted 40 to 50 interviews atdomestown
oyer the past year with people there and not
ope complained of abuse, or protested that t
or she was being held against his will, or ‘
up an offer to leave the place in company wity

the consul and a police official.

We can understand why these negative and
inconclusive findings about a religious organi-
zation, protected by the First Amendment

from undue official interference hoth at home

and overseas, would result in no State Depart-
ment alert.

What we cannot understand, though, is the
uncandid role of the Rev. Jim Jones’ lawyer,
Mark Lane, the expert on conspiracies who(
kept the worst news about this monstrous}
cbnspiracy very much to himself while he led !
Coongressman Ryan and his visit party of t‘ac’t—L
finders to the Jonestown settlement.

HE EVIDENTLY KNEW more about the
conditions there than he was willing to tell, and
he suppressed any warning of highly material -
facts. For instance, that tranquilizers were
used on people o deprive them of the wili to
leave, that practice drills for the suicide ritual
had ta.ken place, that Jones was gravely
parancid in plotting both the deaths of the
inhabitants of the camp and a follow-up round
of assassinations of the Temple's *enemies” to
be carried out in this country.

If the International Relations Committee id

kmg witnesses with explanations it woul ﬁ
du well, after pursuing any recriminations ol
the State Department to bring forth Mark
Lane te-amswer for failed warnind™—""
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' LETTERS TO THE EDITOR|

xcurunu eignrmor

|
' Editor — Your well-inte ]
tioned editorial November 2
“The Guyona Nightmare” mssedl
the point. Jonestown is the epito-
me of any ‘'fundamentalist” ref-
gion carried to its extreme. The
True Believer has such a zed he
will literally do anything.

The Peoples Temple leader-
ship was no more “masquerading
as o religion” than Nazi German

ip was masquerading as
govermment. To the membership
it was The Redl Thing.

Only the most enlightened
concern for individual human iber-
ity can prevent great states and
nations from following o simiar
course in pursuing their own
political, economic or religious

Richmond,
™

]ﬁ OEL LEENAARS?

Editor — Are we, os a people,
going to fight the evil that was

trated in Guyana at the
ecples Temple with more evil? |
an specking of the evi in the
hearts of those who feel they con,
now, condemn anyone who rec-

Sanize 2 aood wedcs Haet sl
vg:m.v:d the good works that the

people of the temple did in the
Bay Area. k the evi that prompt-
ed Jm Jores to k.il SO dn‘ferent

Goodiett and others because they
saw the good and they recognize
the difference?

o Crm Dokl
. [t

-uir s L

Editor —— While we ponder the,
problems of cultism and religious
authority that the Jonestown trag-
edy has thrustbefore us, we might

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

38 S8.F.Chronicle

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 11~ 7—78
Edition: ome

| Title:

RYIURS
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or ST 89 250

Classification: 69

Submitting Office: SF
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ako consider the problems of .

political irfidges. "Congressman

Ryon clearly valued his image of

fearless public investigator and,

Ethough his interest in Jonestown
as doubtless sincere, so was his

ipterest in enhancing his image. |

*  His widely publicized trip 1§

Guyana accompanied by o

~rme of madia necnle woulkd have

COpiS U ReUia e~

bee'; a clumsy method of obtain- .
if that had been his sole objective.
A smal tgom of investigators,

onnections might’ well have
‘Proved more effective if investigo-
had been the orly purpose.
But it was not and that fact
cannot be blamed on Congress-
mon Ryan., :
: Ouwr aurent political system
and owr media culture put an
enormous emphasis on the image
“a pofiticiar projects. Congressrmon
Ryan succeeded in projecting the
image of a fearless investigator,

But the imoage cost him his kfe and

. <ed the deaths of r
of othes. We ought to consi
hei.need 16 project political il
jges, 1 think, -os well as the need tu4

0N e
Lsidh i ANNE McLAUGHLIN
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CI4 And Jonestown

ATLANTA—1 would like to take this
opportunity to redress Chaplain Ed Nelson's
letter to The Atlanta Consumhon. which ap-
peared in the Nov. 30 issue.

Nelson suggests that the Guyana tragedy

~ was a CIA plot to silence a para-military force
digravered hv the late RnF Lea J 'P-nn e

. group. To me" this sounds susplcmusly like

another grandiose plan to gain publicity, for
whatever reason.

Nelson asked the question, what evidence

is t.here to suggtst that the Peopla 'femple
cult were anti-life and death oriented? But
what evidence is there to suggest that the CIA
is even remotely involved?

Perhaps I am being harsh on Nelson, but
the CIA has been the whipping boy of too
many people for much too long. The CIA has
committed some wrong and yes, illegal, acts,
but this pation's ability to defend itself de-
pends on our intelligence community being

able to function without undue publicity on its

every action.
I feel that it’s time for a long and ohiee.

tive look at our intelligence commaunity by the
public, the politicians and the media and to
allow the intelligence commurity {o function

as effectively as they can under the guidelines |

as set down in the charter of each organiza-

Ly ey 11 R, WY

tiod. 1ﬁcmem.auy these chariers were drawn

up and authorized by Congress.

PHILLIP FREEMAN

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Servs.
Crim. Inv.
ldent.
Intell,
Laboratory
Legal Coun,
Plan. & Inqn

Rec. Mgnt.

Tech. Servs.

Training
Public Affs, O, ___
Telephone Rm.

Disector’s Sec'y

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)

ML Mo Varl Timea
LIIE LWTW LUin & iaoss

The Wall Street Journal
The Atlanta Constitutio:ﬂ:

The Los Angeles Times

Date
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. Whereistheline be 'ef.’n_]USUIIEG
. Bovernmental! probing of

.a!legatlons of illegality in

““‘religious’’ cults, on the one hand,
and governmental violation of
religious freedom, on the other?

. Unfortunately, there is no easy
answer to the question. If there were
suchananswer, conceivably at least
some of the recent killings in

Guyana would not have eccurred.

A year and a half ago, California
Rep. Leo Ryan and a fellow con-
gressman from Connecticut asked
the Justice Department to in-

1 A
vestigate allegationsof physicaland

other abuses in several religious
cults, including the Peoples Tempte.
Rep. Ryan was killed 11 days ago
while leading a fact-finding and

rescue mission to the Peoples Tem- -

ple settlement in Guyana_

Reps. Ryan and Robert Giaimo
told the federal department in May
of 1977 that they had received

1 - e
reports that some cults brainwash-

ed some members and held others
against their will. The Justice
Department responded that an of-

L4

;Government and Cults

ficiai investigation would violate
constitutional guarantees of
freedom of religion.

There clearly is a potential threat
in government's probing into the ac-
tivities of legitimate religious
organizations; theoretically, there
is no threat to religious freedom if
the group is “religious” in name
only. But there is a very real danger
in government's deciding what is
religion and what isn't.

Nevertheless, a point must be
found between a complete hands-off
policy and unwarranted inter-
ference into the affairs of cults.
When allegations of abuse come
from responsible or knowledgeable
sources, including cult members
who claim to have experienced or
witnessed such abuse, then govern-
mental action should be seriously
considered. For not only can an
oppressive cult do harm to its own
members, it may also pose a threat
to outsiders, as was so graphicaily
and tragically demonstrated in the

‘murders of Congressman Ryan and

three newsmen in Guyana.

I

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Editorial
"Richmond Times-
~ Dispatch"
Richmond, Va.

Date: 11/2 9/78
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RECORD’S EDITORIALS

FBI Acted Properly

) [

Horror, shock and lingel‘ll‘lg
questions unsettle Carolinians and
others over the cultish aberrations
— including mass suicide — among
ex-patriate Americans in Carib-
bean Guyana. Amidst the mixture
of emotions, Carolinians should re-
alize that the Justice Department
acted quite properly and in accord

with established law by ruling out '

investigations into purported
‘“brainwashing™ and ‘‘physical
abuse’’ in the Peoples Temple cult
and other religious bodies.

The late Rep. Leo Ryan, who
was murdered in Guyana, had
asked the Justice Department to
investigate the religious group.
IFenjamin Civiletti, then chief of

™ minal diviet
ihe department’s criminal division,

told the congressman that

rainwashing and other thought-
control tactics “would not support
a prosecution under the federal
kidnapping statute” and that an
investigation probably would infr-
inge upon freedom-of-religion guar-
antees in the Constitution.

A department spokesman has

said, “Certainly there are Constitu-
tional problems involved. If the
person is an adult and not being
held against his will, there is not
much we can do.”

The historic truth is that the
U.S. Supreme Court, under the
First and Fourteenth Amend-
ments, prohibits the government
from such investigations, Would
“brainwashing’' inquiries extend,
for example, into church-related
schools for young children, of what-
ever religious bent?

. The free exercise clause of the

First Amendment embodies the
basic concept of religious freedom

igi . land and our colonies before we/
he-Supreme Court has given this __yield to excess, ourselves. 2

{

REP. LEO RYAN

clause a very broad interpretation
that encornpasses all phases of
religious activity in a notable

; .. ot b
series of decisions. The Court has

included freedom of belief, fr
dom of conscience, freedom of wor.
ship, freedom of the organized r
ligious bodies to organize and to
operate, freedom of evanglism and
proselytization, and freedom to
propagate the written and spoken
word. It includes the freedom to
disbelieve as well as to believe
and extends to every kind of belief,
whether theistic or humanistic in
character.

A new dimension has been giv-
en, over the years, to individual
freedom and individual belief.

The Justice Department had no
choice. It could nof investigate,
under law, the Peoples Temple
cult. f‘.nncrpqc can make no law

respectmg an establishment of re-
ligion or prohibiting the free ex-
ercise thereof. Lest we, in our
visceral reaction, demand such
laws, let us remember what hap-.
pened to non-conformists in Eng-

(Indicale page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}

The Columbia Recorc
( Columbia, £.C. )

Date: //’027'77

Edition:EVQning
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Questions About Jones Cult.

After the madness in Guyana and
the initial shock of the American pub-

lic over the ghastly murders and mdbb
suicides in the People’s Temple com-

mune there, it would seem an urgent -

assignment of the U.S. government 1o
learn all.it can about and from those
grotesque events,

{f those involved were Ameri-
cans, after all, and there had been
enough complaints of coercion and
other questionable practices to send a
congressman and journalists to exam-
ine the jungle community organized by
Rev. Jim Jones.

True, some answers to why and
how all this could explode so unexpect-
edly may lie forever buried in the
mystical chemistey of religious fanati-

cism. One question that does need ex--

ploring, however, is how much various
U.S. officials knew about the extraor-
dinary tensions within the Temple
commune, and when they knew it.
seems strange -to us, for exam-
ple, that the State Department found
no evidence, despite many letters of
warping and complaint, of these ten-
sions — which were so close to the sur-
face that they burst into a frenzy of
death with but a single persona} visit
by one congressman and a few journal-
ists. Apparently U.S. consular person-
nel conducted 75 interviews with mem-
bers of the Jones sect but found noth-
ing to arouse suspicion. Didn’t they at
least learn that some cullists’ pass-
ports had been confiscated? And what
realistic warnings of trouble, if any,
did they pass on te Rep. Ryan before
hig fatal visit?
It this was a case of genuine igno-
rance about dangers lurking in that re-

sl At 2 ALK aL AC*

also the question of whether that may
in turn have resulted in part from the

letters of high pmme,appmently wril-
ten by prominent Americans to Jones,
letters he saved and submitted as
references to Guvanese officials.

In releasing portions of the letters,
from people such as Vice President

“ Mondale, First Lady Rosalynn Carter,

HEW Secretary Joseph Califano and
Sen. Henry Jackson, a Guyana official
said it might look like his country al-
lowed in “a bunch of crazies ... But in
fact the Rev. Jones presented refer-
ences of the highest caliber.” am—w—r

On the surface, at least, he would
seem te have done just that. An effu-
sive letter to Jones from Secretary
Califano, for example, said in part:
*Knowing your commitment and com-
passion, your humanitarian principles
and your interest in protecting liberty
and freedom have made an outstand-
ing contribution to furthering the
cause of human dignity.”

Did Guyana check the authentxcnty
of those letters? If so, what was the re-
sponse of the State Department or
other U.5. agencies contacted?

Surely if Guyana had reason to be-
lieve the letiers were genuine and
meant what they seemed to, then it

nd ¥
could not be blamed for

Jones was at least reputable.

We hope Congress will explore
these and other questions with some
care. Meanwhile, humanity might be
better served if some high officials in
Washington learned from this experi-
ence to be a bit more cautious with the
words they use and the people to
whom they send them as they continue
to churn out these onmnntnm!nd lettorg

LR LY et ol W AnA AV LR D
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mbfé“!’?ﬁple S 'I‘emple then there “ty—ofhigh-sounding praise “and stppore”
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[ntolerance called
factor in suicides

WASHINGTON (UPI) — A _peiee-said a "'new profeasion.of
spokesman for a religious freedom religious deprogrammer has
group said Thursday the Guyana grown up to meet the demands of
deaths cannot be justified -~ but enforcing conformity of belief, and
perhaps can be explained because members of these new religions
of the way new religious sects are have been subjected to kidnap-
subjected to intolerance, govern-ping, imprisonment and mental
ment harassment and a “too irre- 354 physical torture to change
sponsible, zany press.” theirpeligious views.”

The Rev. John Price, pastor of
‘the Faith Fellowship Baptist
‘Church of Philadelphia, said the
tragic deaths of more than 400
Americans in Guyana “must be
carefully examined so that some
meaningful good will come from
these horrors of brutal slayings
and desperate suicides.” i

Acting as the national spokes
man for the Washington-based Al-
liance for the Preservation of Reli-
gous Liberty, Price said: .\

“Such acts cannot be justified:
but they can be explained. Any’
new religious group in America’
has suffered from an all too eager”
government ready to harass,anall_
toc irresponsible ‘zany’ press
ready to ‘freakify’ any new relig-!
jon and a majority all too intoler-{
ant of different ideas and philoso-"'
phies.”

* «Sociological studies dorne of

new groups have adequately
shown that some such groups be-’
come increasingly defensive org
hostile as they encounter criticismE
and hostility from so-calied ottho-;,
dox groups.”

With the rise of the Unification’
Church and its sudden popularity, .
said Price, “there has been in-:

sed hostility to all new relig-
jons around the world.”

“The adherents of these new re-
ligions have been subjected to po-
lice raids, to legislative attempts to
outiaw them and to massive criti-
cal comments by the media,” he
said. “It is a modern day witch:
hunt based upon pseudo-scientific
claims of brainwashing, mind

bending and ‘mental kidpag.
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“Suicide expert claims cultits
in Guyana were not ‘crazies

There ig no reason to assume that members of the
People’s Temple cult who conducted the mass sui-
cides and killings last weekend were “crazies,” a
well-known psychologist said Thursday in Los
Angeles.

Dr. Edwin Shneidman, one of the nation’s leading
authorities on suicide and its prevention, suggested
in a United Press International interview that while
members of the cult living in Jonestown, Guyana
were not “suicide prone,” they were susceptible to
being led into suicide.

*“They had put themselves in a position where
they had little option,” he explained.

*“They had painted themselves into a corner. It was
an irrational act like falling in love and finding it
wasn’t working out,

“It was a trust in a leader like a patient-doctor
relationship and suddenly you find the doctor is not
infallible.”

Shneidman said the bizarre events reminded him
of behavior in Berlin during the final days of World
War I1, when Adolf Hitler took his life and was joined
In death by Nazi fanatics.

He noted that Hev. James Jones wasa charismatic
leader who preached a psychology that “once you
join us, you never leave us.” He said Hitler instilled a
similar commitment, which he enforced with the
help of storm troopers.

“It is a not unusual type of behavior,” he added.

“It is a part of the doctrine instilled in our own
armed forces. When the leader goes over the top of
the trenches it is almost impossible not to follow, and
if you don't you're shot."

Schneidman said another major factor in the
events was the cult’s total isolation in the jungle.
The psychologist, once head of the Los Angeles
Suicide Prevention Center, said it was difficult to
assess what the impact of the vast media coverage of
the Guyana incident would have on potential sui-
cides. : ' :
“But several years ago during a newspaper strike
in Detroit, in which there was no news of violent
deaths, the suicide rate fell,” he said.

“After Marilyn Monroe's death there was an in-
crease in the suicide rate. When John Kennedy was
kilied it is a matter of record that there were very few
suicides in the nation.” ‘
Schuneidman, a professor of thanatology (the study
of living and dying) at the UCLA Medical School,
said be had no plans to investigate the causes of the
Guyana incident because he did not think there was
much to learn from it

“M ! is to help people die better,” he said, “hyt
not to commit suicide.”

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

.12 THE VALLEY NEV
EL= NUYS, CA

11/24/78

Date:  wriday Final

Edition:

Title: RYMUR

Character:

or
Classifi '211:

Submittiﬁo(gﬁ %h gele s

FB1/DOJ



FD-350 (Rev, 10-19-TD)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

—When a Sect Becomes a Mob—

There is something almost prissily
ironic, it seems to us, in the ulira-cau-
tious line the FBI is drawing between
its special duty under a 1971 statute to
investigate the assassination of a U.S.
Congressman, and its official disavow-

ﬂl — even now in the gnnn aftermath

of the Guyana horror siory — of any
intent to investigate the People’s Tem-
ple sect as such,

That, says an FBI spokesman,
would be a violation of religious free-
dom. So even while setting up shop to
quiz the 70-odd survivors of the Jones-
town suicide-murder massacre about
any possible conspiracy involved in the
murder of Rep. ILeo J. Ryan, he
emphasized that ‘“The FBI doesn’t in-
tend to infringe upon the rights of per-
sons to exercise their religious belief.”

is ‘whole weird tragedy of reli-
gious fanaticism run amuck admittegd-
ly poses some real dilemmas for
government law-enforcement agencies
at all Jevels. For if in this case some of
them may have erred on the side of
being too standoffish for too long, a na-
tion committed to the concept of con-
stitutionally protected freedom of reli-
gion should certainly prefer that to the
opposite error of government police
agencies poKing their noses into every
odd-ball religious sect on the chance
that it might contain the seeds of some
wildly cnmmal outbumt

What is particularly ‘ironic about
the FBI's reluctance to dig more
broadly into the domestic roots of the
Jonestown massacre, however, is that
this same agency showed no similar
church-state inhibitions last year when
it seized thousands of documents in
raids on Scientology church premises
in Los Angeles and Washington.

In fact, though, the aftermath of
those raids — including a federal dis-
trict court finding of unconstitutional-
ity and a pendmg multi-million-dollar
suit against the FBI by the Scientolo-
gists — may have had something to do
with the Justice Depariment’s appar-
ent super-caution in running down
complaints in recent months about the
Jim Jones sect. In 1975, the Depart-
ment did issue guidelines, following
disclosures of excessive FBI spving

King among others, forbidding sur-
veillance on private political or reli-
gious groups unless there was “prob-
able cause” to believe federal crimes
of viclence were contemplated.

Under that rule, the FBI presum-
ably would have found it hard to get a
handle on the Jones cult until after it
had moved beyond U.S. jurisdiction. In
retrospect, though, there surely were
more than enough isolated complaints
of individuals being held against their
will, of threats of viclence to various
“traitors’ and defectors, and of beat-
ings, child abuse, etc. to have prompt-
ed at least some show of investigative
interest by the Justice Department be-
fore Rep. Ryan felt obliged to go and
see for himself.

* » L ]

The ¢laim now that an agency with
all the vaunted domestic intelligence
resources of the FBI had “‘almost
nothing” in its files about either the
People’s Temple or its leader we find
very hard to countenance. I true, it
suggests to us a pendulum swing from
100 much past surveiilance of relative-
ly harmless sects to the opposite ex-
treme of far too little present surveil-
lance of potentially dangerous ones.

In an age when religious or politi-
cal fanticism can so easily be the
cloak for acts of outright terrorism —
as witness those of the Manson gang,
the Hanafi Moslem sect and the Sym-
bionese Liberation Army — the Jostice”

rhnﬁr'tmnnf shonld take another loolk

at ns surveillance guidelines.

Certainly they should respect the
basic point about not infringing the
rights of any individual or group to
exercise its religious beliefs — just so
long as such exercise does not threaten
or endanger anyone else’s rights. p

But when substantial numbers of
complaints have been heard to the ef-
fect that any private group, whether
professing to be a religlous cult or only
a street gang, is threatening or prac-
ticing violence or extortion or other
criminal abuse against outsiders, or
against any insiders who want out, or
against minor children or others held
against their will within the group,
then those complaints should surely be
investigated as thoroughly as if the

agaimkrthe late Rev. Martin Luthe¥ 2% had no religious coloratidv™—

BFLO.
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Is Cult Behavior

F The mass suicide ritual performed by Peoples Temple
members is just one indication of dormant cult violence
which lies n-:-ad) to erupt at any time, accorgding to experts
wio have studied mind control.
About 3 million Americans are members of more than 1, 000
cult groups like Peoples Temple, authorities say.
- “It's terribly pathetic if you look at what's happemng."
says [ir. Jesse Miller, a psychologist who specializes in
coercive persuasion at the Universily of California at
Berkeley. “*All of this cult behavior is leading us to 1984, only
instead of Big Brother, there will be Big Daddy."”
Dr. Robert Ellwood, who specializes in religious sects at
e University of Southern California School of Religion
cautions, *“There is a very present danger . . . and a lot more

these new movements have the potential for violence.

Jheir authoritarian, charismatic leaders are only human,
and many of them unleask their sadistic impulses gver theu'

followers.”
- Why have cults been proiiferating so rapialy?

" “The established churches had been through a period of
of membership and enthusiastic response,” says Dr.
rald Larue, a religious history scholar. **And these small
ups bred a feeling of warmth and intimacy.”

Adds Miller, ““Looking at the world historically, you'll see
t whenever standards and traditional social values are
seriously eroded, people begin searching for something .

nonnln are looking for some transcendental father figure to
oo ng €NGoNia: 1awner gy

tell them what to do and give them moral rules, These cult
leaders come along and say they have the truth — and people
follow.”

Miller, Ellwood and other experts believe the cults of the
“70s are a predictable extension of social upheaval in the "60s, .

with the 1969 multiple-murders inspired by Charles Manson a’

bloody and horrible omen of violence yet to come.

. Yet there have been many small, isolated religious
movements which became well established — like the
Mormeons and the Disciples of Christ, Ellwood points out.

And as history shows, some communities with values unac-
ceptable to mainstream society eventually modify their
beliefs and assimilate, such as the United Community of New
York, which initially held that all members were married to
each other and prevented inbreeding by requiring permission
for procreation.

Even the experis find it difficult to differentiate between a
sect with a potential for violence and one which may last long
enough to establish itself as a major religion.

- Father Joel MacCallam, a Glendale Episcopal priest who
began studying cults on the request of a New York bishop

hose parish was bormnbarded with complaints about cult
activity, believes religions can be called
embers are recruited through deceptive techniques or
rcive persuasion and when religious practices may cause
rm to members or to the public.
-- 8ays Miller, “'"There’s a psychological continuum on which
gome people will find and follow acceptable religious

actices (such as circumcision and baptism) and others will
Egr:eg with sornething more magtc, more spem_al, or more

rulte
CUILS

.......

Leading
to 1984°s ‘Big Daddy?
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; i i i it dful,” he says. “*And it's also pathological.
- Peoples Temple was the quintessential cult, he addswdisn ‘$¥es—ita dreadful, ; al!
Jbizg was theponly sourc;l of information: the only linkBut there could occur struggles between these mini-groups of

members had with the outside world, and Miller saysMin}-1eITOTISLS. wledges that though the difference between a
members consequently became like children. They au:cepted[l ei{g&kfeﬂrlﬁﬂfgf of reﬁgi on and thg commitment felt by a cult
beatings and brutality. . member might be slight, it can be defined.

What pushes seemgng!y “9”’?5‘:‘ people to ."'h‘? point ‘.l.'he;e “Someone is devout when he believes something that
they'll rehearse their own suicides by drinking Kool-Ald ( oy hag supernatural sanction and authority,” he says.
which they're told may be laced with deadly cyanide? What. g1 jnere 45 a difference of concreteness and immediacy
pushes them ultimately to follow through with that su1c1§e?{am0ng the deluded. Religious beliefs are more abstract and
And, what pushed the Manson family members mwgeneral. If someone believes in Christ, he is religious. Ig he
committing gruesome and horrifying murders? ‘believes he is carrying on a conversation with Christ right

It's a sophisticated process involving the promise of lovenow, he is deluded.” _
and positive reinforcement, deceptive techniques and fear, And he added. in cults, the paranoia directed against @he
says Dr. John G. Clark, assistant professor of psychiatry atoutside world, the rigorous demands of members including
Harvard Medical School. ‘unquestioned obedience -~ even to the point of sexual

Flo Conway, who co-authored “*Snapping,”” a bookcompliance — and a modified form of slave labor all tend to
dealing with cuits and mind control, outlined the process:  jreplace an individual's identity. o o

“Initially the subject is recruited with techniques stressing “'In some respects it is analogous to what happened with
the openness, honesty, total acceptance and love offered byjAdolf Hitler,” he said. ‘ '
organization members,” she said. “Everyone responds to Stu(_hes by Yale professor Sganley Mklgra_m.sho“ed that an
this. 1t's very magnetic. . mazing 65 percent of Americans were willing o bm}:ah_zat

*“Then he is invited to participate in a seminar or meeting/others on the orders of someone with no presumed authority

during which deceptive techniques are used. Jim Jones, for|Over them. he said. )

instance, claimed to raise and resurrect the dead and cure| ‘‘Actually, it takes very little to persuade normal human
cancer patients. But other cults may invite participantsbeings to do so,” Hacker said. “The people in the Milgram
to a weekend retreat which turns out to last a week. ThefXperiment were told they were participating in a2 memory
recruits can’t leave because the event is in an isolated areaexperiment, and as punishment for failure to remember

and there is no transportation. certain facts people selected at random subjected each other
T veremt e 8 e £ e o T_‘_.___.__l,_,__ am mads b0 faal fanrfnl amq b0 €Xtremely painful electric shocks even though the victims
DIULINE S UYITE paruiCipariis dare made 1o 1eel rearnul anﬂ“%-r?@-g—@'ng them to Stop." ._......._,-

guilty. They may be taught that they must pay for the sins of°
their country or their parents. Threats are used to frighten

them inte compliance. Group dynamics become a persuasive

tool."’

Finally, Ms. Conway continues, the group is taught that its
mission is motivated by a higher goed or “'for God.”” Their
leader is portrayed as holy or as a Messiah. Negative
emotions such as fear and hatred surface and are directed
against all outsiders, creating a paranoid feeling among the
membership. Members are taught a form of self-hypnosis,
which they implement whenever they're threatened. This
can range from chanting, meditation, prayer or constant
verseS broadcast over a loudspeaker, as with Peoples
Temple.

“Members of Peoples Temple constantly were subjected
to taped readings of verses from the book of Matthew,” she
said. ‘‘These verses were repeated while members worked in
the fields, in the evenings and even while members slept.”

Such intensive training enabled members to *“‘turn off”
their minds at the slightest threat or sign of distress.

“Observers won't usually be aware of what is going on in
the members’ head,” says Ms. Conway. *The subject simply
may seem unresponsive. Bui actually — depending on the
cult — he may have flipped into a self-induced state in which
he is mentally going over prayers, repeating silent chants,
speaking in tongues, or singing.”"

And, she warns, “‘the group’s repertoire of technigues in
combination is a *‘very potent, powerful force — even
without drugs.

*When you consider that many of these groups are not just
within the United States — but are international — oh, God —
believe me — the potential for violence is incredible. It's just
that what triggers the violence will vary with the situation.”

Dr. Frederick Hacker, author of several books on mind
control and director of the Psychopolitics and Conflict
Research (;grlificale Program at USC, believes the end of
culeﬁ'iolence is not in sight. ’
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BY RUSSELL CHANDLEB
Times Religion Writer

Back in 1952, a rabbi named Maur-
jce Davis sold his synagogue in Indi-

ananplisto a young, idesalistie nm:mh-
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er who wanted to build an mtegrated
church that would truly serve the
pecple,

Nearly 25 years later, Davis orga-
nized a nationwide network of groups

nt  famenar  enltiete and
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parents of present members called
Citizens Engaged in Reuniling Fami-
lies.

And the Rev. Jim Jones—who
turned the lnd:anapohs synagogue
into his first Peoples Temple—led 510
followers into a paranoid suicide pact
in the steamy jungle of Guyana at a
cult compound called Jonestown.

That twist of irony illustrates the
tangle of relationships between cults
and established religion, out of which
cults either emerge or against which
they rebel.

Attempts to categorize cults or t0
neatly separate cults, sects, denomin-
ations and churches break down be-
cause there are ho universally ac-
cepted definitions.

Cults range from the bemgn and
beatific to the bizarre and brutal.

They tend to thrive on a charis-
matic, authoritarian leader who pro-
vides an all-encompassing communal
home for followers and answers their
religious, social and political ques-
tions.

Cults give simple answers to com-
plex problems at a time when simple
answers seem desirable.

Cult leaders establish strong disci-
pline and a frightening obedience that
can lead devotees to break the law or
‘even kill.

Cults can mature into mainstream
institutions. Or disintegrate into jun-
gle horror stories.

Little specific research has been
done on the history of cults, and there
is a lack of hard statistics on the
number of cults or their followers.

Informed estimates put the number
“of recently organized cults anywhere
from 2,500 to as high as 5000, most
with only a handful of members, The
largest have bundreds of thousands of
followers, often living in communes
or colonies and making forays onto
campuses and into the streets to gar-
ner converts,

Large numbers of Americans today
are atlracted to interests that border
on cultism, if pot the more radical
forms of cult living.

Pollster George Gallup has found
that 32 million Americans believe in
astrology, including a large number of
those in the mainstream of American
religious belief. Another 10 million
Americams, according to Gallup, are
into Transcendental Meditation, vari-
ous forms of Yoga and other expres-
sions of mysticism and Eastern reli-

” These are frequently described as
cults because of their break with
Protestantism, Catholicism and Ju-
daism, the three major [1.8. faiths.

Scholars estimate the numbers in

all such cult and $rinee ralioion
Duldl VL Al LR u:usluun

groups—including those that offer
meditation techniques and self-fulfill-
ment methods for set prices—at 20 to
30 million Americans.

Although Gallup's survey mdlcates
most pq;uCLp&i'l'i.S it the “new reli-
giors” are 18 to 25 years old, more
members now are staying with the
groups into their later years. :
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~«"The new religious movement, in
its broadest sense, can no longer be
taken as a transitory cultural aberra-
tivn,” observes Jacob Needleman, a
San Francisco State University
professor who has studied the trend.

Today's cult, of course, can become
an established religion for the next
generation.

Christianity, most religious scholars
agree, had its origins as a cult—a per-
seputed cne—in societies that favored
Jydaism and pagan emperor - worship.

“Cults are little groups which break
off from the conventional consensus
and espouse very different views of
the real, the possible and the moral,”
sagisociologist John Lofland.

" Traditional understanding of “cult”
meant a form of ritual worshop em-
phasizing devotion to a god or person
and the formation of a group of initi-
ates around the figure.

“In ancient times, such ciltic ex-
pression involved a priesthood and
sacred lore, with secret rites. Exam-
ples include the Egyptian cult of the
dead, the Greek cult of Dionysus and
the worship of Mithras.

Anthropologists have chserved that

¢lilts flourish in times of social stress
and upheaval, often when a primitive
culture is subjected to the influence of
a more advanced one.

Cults abounded everywhere, Joe
Hough, dean of the school of theology
at Claremont, points out, at the time
of the disintegration of the Roman
Empire, after the French Revolution
ahd again during the Industrial Revo-
hition,

-~ James Bradley, professor of church
history at Fuller Theological Semina-
ry, Pasadena, also noted the rise of
eults in America during the stress of
scientific modernism in the 19th cen-

>Sometimes, as in the earlier case of

the dissident Puritans whom Roger
Williams led into Rhode Island, or the
Mormon followers of Joseph Smith
and Brigham Young, cults have in
time achieved popular acceptance.

“Some of these sectarians, such as
the New England Puritans, con-
formed at one time to the norms of a
harsh age by imprisoning and tortur-
ing their own dissidents,” notes
Robert S. Ellwood, professor of reli-
gion at USC. ‘Yet they have given us
an invaluable heritage of freedom and
the love of freedom.” |

Walter Martin, a professor of com-
parative religions who has spent 27
years investigating cults, traces
development in U.S. cults last centu-
ry through an interest in “last

e

They can mature into
the mainstream or dis-
integrate into murder.

e e e e A

things,” or doomsday -fascination—
spawning the Millerites, and then the
Second Adventists, and the Russel-
lites, Jeading to the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses.

During the [ate 1840s, Kate and
Margaret Fox performed their "spirit
rappings” and Americans generally
became aware of mediums and
trances.

New Thought, Mind Science,

‘Christian Science and Theosophy fol-

lowed, although popular acceptance
trailed far behind.

Throughout the nation, narrowly
hased religious groups have built up
—then usually lost—{foliowers for
dogmas ranging from free love and
snake handling to utopian societies.
Hindu mystics have seemed to do
w9%1(1)§ too, especially since the early
1

California, naturally, has witnessed

the founding of more cults and utopi-
an societies than any other state in
the Union. . .

One of the most colorful, the Uni-
versal Brotherhood and Theosophical
Society at Point Loma, was founded
on a February afternoon in 1897
when nearly a thousand residents of
San Diego ascended the bluff where
Point Loma juts into the sea.

As described by Robert V. Hine in
a Huntington Library publication,
Katherine Tingley, dressed in a pur-
ple gown with embroidered emblems,
sprinkled corn and oil and wine on a
cornerstone surrounded by ropes of
cypress as banners and flags waved
and a band played “Intermezzo.”

! Juxtaposing humanitarianism with
oceult wisdom, Mrs. Tingley read

frnrn tha Rhagavad_lita tha lna.
LIVEL WIT DIHRRGYAUTIIWG Wi W

nishads and the Orphic Mysteries,
dedicating- the settiement that was to
endure for 50 years.

Several years later, Mrs. Tingley
tangled with the press. Harrison Gray
Otis, publisher of The Los Angeles
Times, disapproved of fanatical sects,
which, in his view, included the Point
Loma Theosophists.

Aan Miad [1°3)
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An Oct. 28,1901, 18 ateount ap-
peared by an “escaped” member of
the colony. The story was headlined, ;
“Outrages at Point Loma . . . Startl-
ing Tales Told .". . Women and Chil-
dren Starved.”

Otis described the colony as a
“place of horror” surrounded by
armed guards under the “strong hyp-
notic power” of Katherine Tingley,
and a “spookery” where “gross im-
moralities are practiced.”

Though U.S. cults are not new, the
current rash of insular cuits began in
the 1960s. Experts disagree whether
cult activity in the United States
peaked about three years ago or has
in fact not yet crested. )

“They may have peaked in publici- !




ty," says cult specialist Walter Mar-

tin, “but there is a steady growth.

Cult and occult books now occupy

annain] mantinme in avary maoine hansly

DFULIGJ Seclons in CyYTiy liqul NOUR=
store in the country. This never hap-
pened before the 1960s.”

Hough, the dean at Claremont, sees
the present appeal of cults based
largely on the upheaval of the times:
> “The U.S. consensus of values has
broken down. There is, in some re-
spects, an undermined authority of
phitosophy and theology. There is the
demise of metaphysics . . . There ig
no ‘rock in a weary land’' Lhat gives a
certainty to grab onto. S¢ people are
reaching out to grasp at anything-an
idea or an organization.”

When traditional answers seem in-
adequate in a violence-prone era,
people are ripe for cults which prom-
ise a prescription for a better life.
Most offer three benefits: ultimate

ro—
P
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meaning, a strong sense of commumni-
ty and rewards either in this world or
in the afterlife.

“When vou nut that nrace
You p TEECT

L Hrst iy UL g pti on

J LA

together wn.h the authoritarian style
of a charismatic leader you have an

Chrtshamty,

most
scholars agrec, started
as a cult, .

b e A
eviremely powerful antidote to the

LALLTLIGE]  frv 7P Bl e e

cultural malaise or what socmloglsts
call anomie” (rootlessness, aimless-
ness), Hough said.

A commom thread through most of
the cult groups is this total allegiance
to a dominant leader who demands
unswerving loyalty.

This would be true of the modern-

daf quts of Sc1entology founded by
the scientifically cool L. Ron Hub-
bard; the Worldwide Church of God

{Harhowt Armotrang? the childran of 77
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God (Moses Berg). the Unif-caucn
Church (the Rev. Sun Myung Moon);™!

Divine Light Mission (Maharaj Ji); -

Eckankar {Paul Twitchell and Dar-"
win Gross), Synanon (Chuck Dedc-‘j

rich) and the Peoples Temple (Jum:s

Jones).

Bill Evans, a Marina del Rey clini<':
cal psychologist wao specializes ini!
criminal justice and was consulted by .-

investigators about the psycho-.s

dynamics of Patricia Hearst’s abdue-=:

tion, has a theory about authoritarian -

leaders and the reinforcing dynamics ..

between them and their followers.

St
H

In time, each needs the other in or--#"
der to withstand what both perceive -
as a hostile. unbelieving outside

Please Turn to Page 21, Col. §.

world.

"
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Evans, 48, is president of Changes
Unlimited, a research and program
organization for large groups desiring
change. He has received $160,000 in
grants to study criminal populations
amgI design t1):91'iscon 1;efcllrms. 1y gui

uman beings feel vaguely guilty
about the fact that they don't know
the “Truth” (capital “T"), Evans rea-
sons. When a gifted, persuasive lead-
€r eomes along who says he knows
the Truth—and puts it into an under-
standable presentation (even if it's a
delusional system)—people will lis-
ten. They will accept some things
they may have reservations about
because they perceive that the leader
has some “good” answers.

Usually, according to Evans, the
charismatic leader uses psycho-
dynamic such a8 healing, group hyp-
nosis and well-choreographed

speeches.

The leader becomes addicted to the
adulation of his followers just as they
become dependent upon him to fill
their needs. -

“There is an exchange of energy
going on,” says Evans, a former min-
ister who is well acquainted with “big
name” religious leaders. “A cycle
goes from the leader to the listeners
and back again, Every good public

er and every good actor knows

t rush and exhaustion and that

feeling of total immediate signifi-
wnce‘!l

Strangely, however, the more ex-
cited followers get about what the
leader is saying, the less he frusts
them, Evans believes.

Why? The leader realizes that his
followers’ enthusiastic response is in-
appropriate at times when he knows
his performance is not up to par. But

the leader is “trapped” because he
has to keep up the show, even if what
he is saying is not adequate for his
own life,

Paranoia sets in. In order not to let
his followers down, the leader resorts
to unethical ways to “help” them. Be-
cause he cannot share his inner aelf
with his followers any longet, he be-
comes “functionally schizophrenic,”
according to Evans.

Finally, the leader reaches a point

. where he feels “God and I agree. And

if you disagree with me, you disagree
with God, and 1 have to persuade you
I am right or I have to fight you—
even destroy you.” ‘

Parancia needs an identified enemy
—the devil or nonbelievers. As a last
resort—as in the Jim Jones Guyana
massacre, when the “fortress” against
the outside world collapsed—martyr-
dom is the final solution.

At the same time, notes USC's reli-

"gion professor Ellwood, a situation

arises in which the true believers be-
come excessively protective of their
master’s prestige and power.

“The leader becomes, in the well-
known manner of dictators, immoder-
ately jealous of rivals and imperious
against doubt or dissent. If a single
girand breaks in the fabric of faith
and group coherence, he or she and
the true believers feel, the beautiful
edifice will collapse,” Ellwood said.

The greater the hostility against
the “holy community,” the more jus-
tified cult members feel because they
expect to be isolated and persecuted.

After all, they have a “treasure” the.

outside world does not understand.
Since the final unraveling of the
tragic Jonestown affair, distraught
friends and relatives of cult members
have renewed efforts to “rescue”

loved ofies—or at least learn more
about fringe groups,

The Spiritual Counterfeits Project
in Berkeley, which makes available
information about certain non-Chris-
tian cults, has had calls from around
the world, according to director
Brooks Alexander. The Times religion
writers also have had inquiriés,

Are there warning zigns to help
identify dangerous or potentially
mind-bending cults?

One key seems to be whether the
leader claims absolute authority or
whether he willingly submits to “a
transcendent source of authority” by
which he and his actions may be
judged, Alexander said,

nerally acknowledged danger
signals also inelude total isolation
from friends and parents, cessation of
constructive thought by hypnosis,
chanting or rote recitation of slogans
and prayers, and demands to give up
all money and possessions (including
legal rights) to a cull

Ron Enroth, professor of socioclogy
at Westmont College, Santa Barbara,
an expert on cults, suggests that a
good test is to see whether those in a
cult are allowed access to persons and
materials that disagree with the posi-
tion of the cult. And, he agks, is public
criticism allowed within the group
setting?

Cult experts also recommend scru-
tinizing the recruiting tactics of a
group. Are concealment and decep-
tion used? When a recruiter neither
informs a prospective member that he
is being asked to a function of a reli-
gious organization nor advises him
that the purpose is to begin a process
that will change the prospect’s men-
tal processes and his relationship with
the rest of the world, beware.

Cult indoctrination often leads to
what psychologists, psychiatrists and
religious counselors refer i5 as the
“indoctrinee syndrome.” This in-
cludes: ’

—Sudden, drastic alteration of the
individual's value hierarchy, such as
abandonment of previous academic
and career goals.

—Reduction of adaptability. The
victim answers questions mechani-




cally, substituting stereotyped eult

;
PACTWVAT
responses for hisown

. —Narrowing and blunting of affec-
tion. The victim appears emotionally
flat and lifeless.

—Regression to childlike behavior.
(Cult leaders make all important de-
cisions. )

—Physical changes including
weight loss and deterioration in the
viclim's physical appearance and ex-
pression.

—Possible pathological symptoms
of thought disorder.

PUSC's Ellwood suggests that the
most likely time for “withdrawal” re-
ligious groups to “go bad” is 10 to 15
years after their founding. By then
the initial euphoria felt when the
movement held together and grew
has worn thin.

There may be inarticulated doubts
“raised by the fact that the first glor-
jous dreams of changing the world
have npot been realized,” Ellwood
notes, adding that many of the new
religious movements founded amid
the flowers and spiritual highs of the
1960s are now at this precarious stage.

Such a time calls for both under-
standing and reassessment, Ellwood
believes.

On the one haed, he cautions, ru-
mors of evil about new religions
ghould be proved before believed.
Several 19th-century American

PREYS T y | s manllatend ot
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time and have enriched the culture,
he points out.

“The industrious and celibate
Shakers, once the victims of appalling
cruelty from their neighbors and of

attempted legislative vendettas, have ’

contributed such practical inventions
as the circular saw and made beauti-
ful furniture. . .

“The Oneida ptopian community at
one time caused pious outrage by its
unusual matriages, but has now been
transformed into a prominent silver-
ware manufacturer,” he noted,

Ellwood is not unmindful of with-
 drawal groups that have ended in
gelf-destruction or disaster. The new
religious groups need to allow their
members to maintain regular contact
with their homes and the oulside

world, and avoid “irritating means of
proselytizing,” he advised.

In the wake of Guyana, pressures
are building upon governmental
agencies to “do something” about cult

excesses. Fears of violating constitu-

tional guarantees of freedom of reli- .

gion have so far muted such efforts.
Some religious leaders now fear an
anti-cult “witch hunt” atmosphere
may be generated. As Chicago psy-
chologist Eugene Kennedy, a Catho-
lic, put it: “Paranoid excesses can de-
ma.r}d a response that could be fascis-

c,

Perhaps, though, there are ways to
safeguard First Amendment provi-
sions while also protecting persons
from unwittingly becoming absorbed

in cults that are mind-warping or vi-’

olent.

Martin, the cults expert in An-
aheim, believes Congress will try to
draft legislation that won't conflict
with the First Amendment along
lines of the “truth in lending” con-
cept. Such a law would require cult
recruiters to clearly indicate the
goals, beliefs and praetices of their
organization in any solicitation of
funds or membership.

“If it can be worded so that it won’t
violate the intent of the Founding
Fathers—so that it becomes a protec-
tive device rather than an investiga-
tive arm of the government—i{ might
serve a very good purpose,” Martin
said in an interview.

He admitted, however, that such a
measure would have 1o be delicately
worded. From his perspective as an
evangelical Christian, he said he
would prefer that churches “do a bet-
ter job of informing their members
about the teachings of these groups.”

If a cult claims it is in accord with
Christianity, it should be measured
against what Jesus taught, he said. “If
it contradicts him, you know you
have a counterfeit.” .

Most persons, personally religious
or not, agree that religion should not
be used as a shield for illegal activi-
ties. And that religious freedom
should not be a device to give cult
leaders a haven to accomplish their
goals of power or money.

flos Angeles Sianes 2
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Yet it is a basic American right for
a person to choose—or change-—his
or her religion.

What would happen if the govern-
ment defines what is and what is net
“religion.”? Can it sort out bona lide
religious groups from those whose ae-
tions are violent and contrary to th
concept of law and order? o+

There are few simple answers.



Guyanu horror

hardly
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Once more in the chain of
tragedies stretching back 15 years,
T the nation is asked to believe the
o " wnbelievable, to

managed  that
which defies ex-
planation, and which, because of its

- gﬁxﬂm calculation and
ion as weill,
It trvly boggles the mind and tears

ot the heart,
‘:th}ichg:antl!%t&wgldnoﬁceas
shooting ongressman
~ Leo Ryen and three newsmen who
followed him ob a site visit to the
emall South American country of
Guyana, became, in a matter of
hours, the most incredible or-
dmhis tration of death in the nation’s

tory.

We are asked to believe that Jim
Jones, 8 white self-styled preacher,
virtually on his own and without

*  official connivance, lured a thousand

‘persons into & jungle paradise-hell on
another continent, and eventually
commanded them to take their own
Eves and the lives of their own
children

" We are asked to believe that the
wast majority — not merely
ghmtt nalt;u' fighttolive — but
eagerly.
W?gremked to believe that seme

200 , most of them black, poor
anc]_ id:x;}de;-edqcal;eg;m%nnémltwd
suic y knowing froma
vat of Kool-Aid laced with cyanide —
all in the name of on,

The possibility exists that it
bappened that way. And that
possibility must be faced.

Maybe, in the course of evidence,
that is the reality that must be ac-

; but not yet, The 'Eeaent
evidence does pot sumnort the con-
chision that the dead knowingly and
wxgun‘ge took their ownblivas.

icide, engineered S0ME0De
else, is murder v

Murder, multiplied 900 times

among persons of common
background and interests, is

%“é' happened
ver at Jonestown,
it was hardly g\?iecide

71
AL

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm.
Don AD Lew.

unﬁé‘%s

ciltriA A
@aww@ﬁ

Al el

WASHINGTON VIEWPOINT

By Samuel F, Yette

boratory
gol Coun, _

"~ an. & Insp.
c. Mgnt.
ch. Servs,
lining

wem ic Afts. O,

Whether seif-imposed, imposed
from without, or a combination of
them, what happened at Jonestown
was a massacre. At minimumn, it was
a monstrous marvel in mind control.
_ And if one’s mind is altered so that
one cannot defend himself against 80
obvious a d r as death, itself, is
that responsibly different from other
forms of incapacitation?

That is, if 2 man’s hands, legs and
head are bound by a rope and his life

taken, that is commonly accepted as
murder. If, instead of a rope, the
hands, legs and head are bound by
dope and fear, does that make the
death suicide, and not murder?
Even ¥ one ta the idea of
mass suicide, how did the victims get

manner were

their final solutions?
it is a truism ithat no one is born

with a desire for death, Such desire

comes with a radical — even if

rational — alteration of mimie(i by'
Whose purposes were serv

the mind g’lm&om represented at

town?

Given the intemsity of federal
snooping, i it likely that a thousand
U.S. passports could be taken to
remote Guyana without the State
Department having intimate
imowledge of attending events?

It does not seem likely.

Last  week, the  House

7 Assassinations Committee gifted

th 10 and 15-year-old questions
mﬁar ing the deaths of ident
John F. Kenn and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. significance of
small facts often change with time
and serious study.

In the enormity of Jonestown, such

asmall fact emerged from the many
P e aqght of a large dog lying
s the sig & large dog lyin
legs up, in the midst of the hund\;legé
of human bodies grotesquely strewn
along the ground. This is a problem.
Even if deranged humans do, dogs
don’t Hmand drink liquids laced
with cy ,

Telephone Rm.
Director's Sec'y

1t is nature’s protection for the dog
that his keen sense of smell and taste

would prevent his drinking such a
tion. If threatened with the potion,

e dog would fight or run. If then
shot by those mysterious security

rds, why would the dog be found
Eﬁ:g curled up neatly in a human
piie’ .

They — the people and the dog —
all appear to have died together, and
instantly.

A dog would not drink ecyanide.
But, like humans, a dog would die
instantly from a single whiff of
cgnide gas, the stuff used in
chambers for executions here, and
for Jewish exterminations in Nazi
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In Nazi Germany, the Jews got the
cyanide when they were to
“showers.” Could it be that the
“suicides” of Jonestown got it as
they were being led in prayer? That,
as well as anything else we've heard,
would explain the embraces.

Such -questions do not disrg?ect
the reports of those identified as
eyewitnesses. Rather, the reports
are respected to the extent that they
should be tested in courts of law and
other appropriate agencies of
Justice.

Even & single death shouid be
investigated, understood and ex-
plai to the society to whom that

member is lost. To do less is to
cheapen life intolerably, and to
violate the bond of decency that
holds life sacred and society
together. :

1t has already been suggested here
that the Jonestown tragedy be the
subject of investigation by such as a
“Marshall Commission,” led by

Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall.

No decent society could do less.

The questions emanating from
Jonestown seem inexhaustible.*

No matter what is done, the
questions will last for generations.
But a society unwilling to find the
answers might not have many
generations left.
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It can happen again

RALRIGH, N.C. — The murders
and mivides of M westly black

members of fhe Rev. Am Jeaw’.

senmcme i Guysas ean bappex
n % Disshs I Amarisa.
is bosarye religien n ihe
Unlted f-ﬂh thh]v:il for thaft'
rape nrr? ", mhien xn
-g th - th.ed;E .::'.‘h & in
urthar, BE uyana
a goad example .m slave men-
tality of blacks whe will do anything
the white maa says; and hew many
blacks are looking for semething for
not '
Blaeis following whits eults and
estublishpd churches led by whiie
leaders like Jim Jewes sheuld return

tse the black church
cemmumily.

Blaclm ste net gafe in Jowes-

kave me pretecten
frem ike foderal gevernmeni.
Further, blacks are nst wusted by
whites im the inner clrcle as seen in
Ja Jenes’ eult. -

Until the black eommuni?r begins
toh.rg;uire tt;_ainlngth:y black
ministers, pasters, as require

aining of black docters, lawyers,
the black ehurch will be open to daily
sbuse because of manipulation in

and black

aame of Ged and the use of “Saint

James Bible.”
DR. GEORGE ROBINSON
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 politically active
natorial of 1974 and the

. heirs  of the

in the mass suicide

By Carlton B. Goodlett
SAN FRANCISCO — An in-

describable tragedy

the Fillmore Distric
cisco and in the
homes of many §
deceased who
were participants

of the human

normal attrition death removes

sommeone from us, it's a contained
i of loss we feel

mayoral campaign

i :ﬁ'f"' partisan poli

has thrown a

. " blighton this Thanksgiving season in

of San Fran-

. When through

in the guber-

of 1975, the
was cautioned
tical activism

would create powerful political
enemies, especially among in-
dividuals and affiliations that were
not the beneficiaries of their con-
scientious precinct work and
registration and get - out - the - vote
drives.

While the support of Peoples
Temple usually enhanced the
chances of success, the defeated

rtisans constituted a reservoir

om which sniping, vituperation,
and accusations against Jim Jones

a‘n_d fh.e temh‘n werofadintatha hady
-l lllv-\l WY Wh S A WAL LIL WA LLAY Uw:

tie,

The most formidable break in
Peoples Temple’s structure occurred
with the emergence of defectors,
first at a trickle, and then in greater
sumbers and with mare articulate
spokesmen. -

Despite these
poten ,Jones continued to c
a fynctional ﬁospel, which had
meaning in the lives of the majority
of hiis communicants, who were poor,
predominantly black, victims of
racism, sexism and classism in the
community.

The tem{ﬂe put into action the
fundamental directives of the
Christian ethic: to feed the hungry,
to clothe the naked, to offer shelter to
the homeless, to heal the sick, and to
comfort the grieved and the
distressed. S::ll,llgrograms led to an
increasing of committed
followers, who began to spread the

oads fito. mombership of the

m
established black churches created
another bastion of suspicion and
enmity 'I?gainst the leaders of

threatenin

However, the mosi callous in-
dividuals who chanch;d to wisit
Peoples Temple were impressed
the radiance, the hope, the tl'iebn!I
diiness and can - do spirit that
oozed from even the crevices and the
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soc. Dir,
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st, Dir.:
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rim. Inv,

lent.
Intell.
] nl\nrn'nl‘\l
with
heart. . ..

Many rumors and complaints
reached our ears about Jim Jones’
breaking up families,
usurping title to worshipers’

property, taking Social Security ——
checks, and demanding severef.

tithes

" We advised all such complaints to
seek satisfaction of their demands in ¥ —

the Peoples Temple communidt;}rsa:grL
failing this, to utilize the distriet
attorney’s office and the courts of
California to resolve their charges of
maifeasance and larceny.

Irrespective of today's hindsight,
the law enforcement powers of this
state replied, in effect paraphrasing
the words of Pontius Piiate, when
faced with the charges of the high
priests against Jesus Christ, I have
examined him before you. I found no
fault in this man touching those
things whereof you accuse him.”

At this time it is not clear whether
a mass grave in Guyana will receive
the remains or whether the bodies of
our loved ones will be returned to San
Francisco. In either event, we urge
the political and religious authorities
io declare their funerals a period for
«fficial mourning,

Last. ASRD Bmer._S_
WOHR FTJI N’ gl

TurTrw y
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With weighty hearfs, we bid

ewell to those pilgrims who
wilowed Jim Jones, minister of
Peoples Temple Church, 6,000 miles
away from home in search of an
opportunity in the cruel tropical
jungles to develop, in their way, a
socialist community in which the

" technological genius of man and the

bounties of earth could combine to
provide a more abundant life.

There is no household in the black
chmmunity that is not touched by
this great loss.

A serious lesson rings out from
Jonestown to the nation and the
world, Let us hope that those who
mourn the dead will hear it.

Man needs a faith and a com-
mitment t¢ overcome the serious
problems of contemporary life,
whichare man- made. The problems
of hunger, sickness, and the lack of
clothing and shelter are not un-
solvable problems. .

Christianity’s message is that we,
Christians, must make greater
commitments and efforts o chm:ﬁe_
the sordid circumstances of the
wretched and the outcasts of this
earth. The churches of the land, and
especially the black churches of San
Francisco, might well emulate the'
commitment of Peoples Temple,
which brought so many peopl
together under their banner because
they believed this religious in-
stitution was totally commitled to
changing the sordid circumstances
of their lives.

Peoples Temple members not only
felt their united efforts could change
their community, but also through
suffering and perseverance that they
might leave a legacy of hope and
inspiration to the oppressed of the
world.

The black churches, which in ages
past have served as a refuge in the.
dark days of the black experience,
must hold high the banner of the
Christian faith, proclainﬁn%“gl;rwgh
action that the gospel of Christ is a
vibrant, dynamic, life - givin
concept, and especially tha
Chrisfianity is a commitment that
men Hve for, rather than one that
they die for. ‘

Carlton B. Goodlett, Ph.D. and
M.D., was the Rev. Jim Jones’
personal physician. In that capacity,
Dr. Goodlett visited Jonestown and
examined Jones about three months
ago. At that time, Dr. Goodlett found
Jones "‘worried” and “acutely ilI" —
but unwilling to go immediately to a
hospital for tests as Dr. Goodlett sald
he advised. Dr. Goodiett s aiso

ublisher of the San Francisco SBun

porter, a8 weekly which editarially
supported the humanitarian work of
the People’s Temple which was
headed and ruled by Jones. Br.
Goodlett, who earped his Ph.D.' in
psychology, gave his views above In
an editorial that appeared in last
week's edition of the Sun Reporter.
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by George W. Cornell
AP Religion Writer

New York—Religious cult‘{i
franging from Satan worshipers 1b
i idolizers of a wide mix of gurud,
grelurned ‘prophets” and othet
{ authoritarian leaders, have prolif-
crated in this country for the past

decade.

New attention focused on the
phenomenon this week with the
ambush killing in Guyana of five
Americans, including California
Congressman Leo J. Ryan, on an
inquiry mission into a San Fran-
cisco-founded group known as
“Peoplc’s Temple.” Shortly after
the ambush, hundreds of the cuit
members committed sujcide.

1t was a bizarr¢ and horrifyin
affair, the most grisly occurrenc
in the modern rash of insularl
new cults, many distinguished b
kheir peculiar codes and compli-
nce, but not by violence.

lnfnrrnprf ﬂ:hmafpc 'I'lllf fhp

‘number of recently orgamzed
_cults at up to 5,000, most with
only a handful of folowers, oth-
ers with hundreds or thousands,
often living in communes or cole
nies and making forays iffo cam-
puses and thu strects tor woo con-
‘ner‘s P A
Scholars put the' num’ber in-
volied n such fringe groips, in-

medita-
cluding those that offer’ -
tion techniques and self- fulfallo
ment methods for set prices, at 2

1o 26 million Americans.

i§-

The Rev. Walter Martin of Anl}-
£, author of sever)jl
k“':s cf‘fialclu!ts and a nrofﬁsscl)r at
land School of Theology.
SE:’ISOd rglany of them falscly claim
links to classic Christianity an

el

Judaism.

U . expenences big,
rise in religious cults

{Indicate page name of
newspaper, city and state.)

11 The Tribune

Oakland,Ca.
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But-thexare "“counteFrEIT Man-

ufactured zealous] i
rleaders," he says. Y by cultie

Galliim eriverncs

N COSAUY suUrvey,

ost of the participants in '-‘ll;fe

new rehgl_ons are 18 tby 24 yekar.'s“

3 o[l_d,kbul wn}}]l some members now
sucking with the groups in i

later years. sroup to»t:lh‘en‘:

According to a

“The new religious moverg{ it
o ent, .
in its broadest sense, can no }o'ng-',
er be taken as a transitory ciltur-
al aberration,” says Jacob Needle-
man, a San Francisco State Unj-

vorcity

¥uoiony oiofoss

searched the trend.
{ 3
He told a conference on it last

_X]:iar that the sublie indicate a
rofound change through which

proicssor who has rg-, -
a5 .16,

: American civihzation is now
. " l‘
ing. S

———f b

Psychologists  and_ church
khinkers generally atiribuie the

"trend to a growing secularis
;and mochanization of cultur

‘fleaving many alienated from i

ass - Often members become €5
P %fﬁfgcd from parents and various
| jorganizations have risen across
‘he country to combat the cults,
S “dharging they use brainwashing

and mind-control techniques.
b

* Numerous court cases have re

“without faith or values, and parf Gited from parental efforts 1
ticularly vulnerable to exirem ?'i'cs" ue' their young h:grn th :
and absolutist concepts. © "~ 1 groyps, and get them deproj

_Most of the groups emphasize grammed, l:;z;:tlcs i;he groups
absolute, precise answers,-in A-Bs _condcmn as kidnapping. .
c forr&ai, both as to beliefs and :{ *ig some groups, such as “Faith
condugt. . } - Assembly” andl“‘?lp‘r! Barnh”m

"They generally involve inten- ~Indiana, SCVLi;al ur.l.lz;l.].:e In child:
sive .indoctrination of new re- birth I}av_e’ een e ical care
cruits; various degrees of seclu- Broups,rejection of me
sion {rom outside. influences and .~
subjection to ruling leaders.

Other groups, such as the Chil}
PR dren of God, have been reporte
* Their doctrines vary widely, of{ using frce sex by women men}'lr
ten with selected fragments of Juil bers to lure new recruits. ‘Buld oth-
‘ildeo-Christianity or odd re-cast* -ers stress strl avsorial disci
+ings of it, often blended with Ori- = plines.
ental teachings or to ideas origi

nated by science fiction writers,

¥

But the common thread of
most all the groups is the fervemt
commitment of followers and al-
legiance to a dominant leader.

‘The groups have a miscellany
of names, such as “Brotherhood
of the Sun,” “Church of All
Worlds,” “The Ascended Mas-
ters,” “'Order of the Ram,” “Rain-
bow Family,” “Dawn Horse Com-
munion’ and “Teaching of the
Lord Jesus Christ as Taught by
Rama Behera.”

f One group called “HIM,” for
,F‘Human Individua! Metamorph
;kis.” saw God as a flying sauc
_'f}figure and insisted he would
“transport members to anothér

planet and merge them with the
iIe. ’

“Truec Mcaning o
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based p de-scientific clatme

o mm g. mind bending sud
“menta] ki(nm;."

_ The Unitnd States rement

ard Inposcular the FB. have dons
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'fs Meir ® vim! the peaie kive @ my, P ——
Such acty esnmet be justified but .F'ﬁ‘f'"""'-‘ btk abex tm upsa Ptynt.
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".‘;é"f.‘,.”.ﬁf’ h.ﬁ.iﬂ has rsirvashed vietims grvellanes s34 harsssmeul Uact e ——
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&nd on the other Band {1 could be said
that the societal antagomisms and
bostilities drove the People s Temple
i murder and maxs nicide.

It ia our feeling that somewhere
E‘ﬁeutimtmﬁmnnlhe

Tht would have happened had
wzrnmant Eim done the
q‘sua by preperly vestignting

sairse agrinst e reopu s Temp
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Eelligence tachcs?

 What {f the FBI had enforced the
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'Guyana tragedy
put everyone on guard

By G.James Fleming !

No one living can reglly un-.

derstand why over 900 men and
women would, as a group, submit’
themselves to suicide.

We arestill thinking of Guyana and
the People's Temple where the’
hundreds mentioned (all Americans)
kilied themselves when they thought
thel{d cult would be exposed to the
world.

Long before that self - destruction,
however, they had pledged them-
selves to death. They had prayed,
stimulated and committed them-
selves to suicide, if necessary,

This phenomenon is beyond human
comprehension. But, fanaties are not
new. They have am?ared in every
age and among all kinds of people.

They believe in sacrifice, even in
sacrifice of themselves. Sometimes,
it is their children whom they offer
up first io the gods, as was the case in
Guyana.

Som~times, we find the followers
of these cults, if in the United States,
among the “poor whites” of the
mountains; sometimes among the
E‘}GT blacks of the ghettoes, such as

San Francisco where the People's
Temple has, or had, its headquar-
ters. Sometimes the cultists are the
children of the upper classes.

These people need a living

macoi wmand n amibal ba Tao=

u.camah; they need a crutch to lean
on; they do not believe in their own
strengths. Sometimes they are
“suckers’ for smart guys who speak
for God, t

These cult leaders often achieve

respectability; often they grow rich
personally; as one famed radio
g;eacher has said: “The best way to

lp the poor is not to be one of
them.”

The Guyana catasirophe was an
extreme case of cultist behavior. The!

eatest sufferers, however, are not

oge who died; they are the
relatives of the vietims who never
understood what happened to their
kinfolk. _

For the rest of us, we must be
aware that what happened south of
the border can happen again, and
can happen to us. Each of us can
reach a point where he, or she, is
.carried away.” Each of us can by
“hyped.” Each can find himself, or.
herself, falling to false prophets,

In the Pecple’s Temple commune
in Jonestown, Guyana, there were
more cans of cyanide potassium than
most people see in a lifetime; more
than most laboratories ever stock.
There were guns of different types,
but not for hunting.

There wgre all the _cttl‘lell'1 lnt-'
truments for inducing “death—at!
%ne’s own hands or at hands of
others. Some arsenal for a religious
community! o

Of course, the majority of
clergymen are god - loving an
people - serving, but Guyana shoul
put all of us on guard against
shepherds who, “In God's name,”!
turn against God's flock, often
against themselves, and even forget

American social security Checks.
Only the psychiatrists can even

approach explaining the People’s
Temple; its spiritual leader, the Rev.
Jim Jones, and his followers.

Just as difficult to unravel is why
hard - working pecple and poor
people, everywhere, who heed
everything themselves, will unload
their earnings jnto the pockets of
such a8 Rev, Jones and into
movements with almost no ae-
.countability to them; movements
which indulge®In no outside audits

and issue no meaningful annual

reports,

The suptgorﬁng people may be
forgiven; they need compassion and
understanding, It is harder to “g:
easy” with the receivers of the
largesse — those who in the name of
their god take bread out of the
mouths of babies; keep warm
clothing off the backs of cld women;
who eat well — very well — while
their followers seldom do: and who
ride insleek limousines (witha spare
jn their garage) while ‘those
whokeep them In such style fight the
buses or get cold wditing for them.

l

snould:=—

vep. AD lnv.
hsst. Dir.:
Adm. Servs,
Crim. lnv. _
ldent.
Intell.
Labaratory
Legal Coun.
Pian. & insp.
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs.
Training
Public AHs. OF, ___
Telephone Rm.
Director's Sec'y ___

Ust- AERO Amer. L2,
The -V\'Tashingion Post

Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

Mha Wall Qétmant Tavemal
1€ wdill Ouety o TUliTidl

The Atlanta Constitution
The Los Angeles Times

eC 518

Date
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Dep. AD Adm.
§ g ' - Dep. AD Inv.
dSI1-poin uyanan Aseh D
- . _ : Adm. Servs, ___
‘ d Crim. lav. _
lasg -p oint D Y
d .o Intell.
"IPY CHANCE, my wife and T were in 2 town E-“b"."i“’y —
AP just north of San Francisco when & local : Legal Loun.
cult leader, Jim Jones, led his followers in Plon. & Insp.
. mass Suicide. While we were still reading the gory Rec. Mgnt
details from Guyana and learned analyses from New ) '
York. London, Berlin and the faculty pundiis of the Tech. Servs.
local universities, a politician murdered San Francisco Training
Mayor George Moscene and Supervisor (City Council- Public Affs. Off
man) Harvey Milk. ublic Atfs. OH.
We quickly recalled Haight-Ashbury, Charles Man- Telephone Rm.
son, the Zebra killings, Lynette Fromm and Sara Jane Directar's Sec'y ____.

Moore, both of whom tried to shoot Gerald Ford, the flash point, ready to at d

Symbionese and New World Liberation {ronts, sever- al’fen’t high on l{eroin f_"'if:kot‘;zre’g’rlgg:- ﬁ:gﬁ: :223

al mast murders and cults and religious communes don't carry knives or gu 3 thew 1

too numerous to mention. tbey de or might. guns, but dammit they look like
Actually, I don't believe the glorious sceniery and It seems to me that recent events show there is a

the pleasent climate of the bay area make nuts out of real basis for anxiety about people at the flash point

sane people. 1 am more inclined to think that unsta- Whether a¢ individuals or in fanatic groups called

" ) .+ ~cults. Conditioning toward ecriminal b ior i

ble people, forced to shape up in most places, find . . 2 s closer o ha sepavior Is all
[ * us. Hyst i

that they can wing it in this tolerant atmesphere. realize. JSIETIA 15 ¢loser 10 the surface than we

=2 What would be an aberraTion in some Places _becomes I might be accused of intolerance, but societ;y doss
. a respectable movement in San Francisco. Picture, if seem somev.:hat better off when it has » considerable
you can, the mayor of San Francisco (the very same degree of discipline, self or required, No one really

- George Moscone) appointing the Rev, Jim Jones (the Ought to be allowed to impose his bad conduct or

PO very same Jim Jones) as chairman of the city’s Hous- oo .
ing Authority. Weird! But, he did just that. contempfuous indifference to the feelings of others

: : i upon the community and his neighbors.

On the day after Supervisor Dan White committed A reasonable amount of understanding and toler-
the double murder and while a candlelight parade of gance is ciesrly necessary. It is suggested here,
30,000 mourners was taking shape, newspapers however, that San Franeisco may have encouraged,
carried advertisements from Big Five, which styles and New York tolerated, an excess of the kind of
itself “The Coast’s Largest Chain of Sporting Goods hehavior which allows some people to think there are
- Stores,” offering an assortment of handguns at re- p, limits. Bul there must be.
te, duced prices. Thus an “RG 26, 25 caliber 7-shot auto

N pistol regularly $44.99” was going for $3699. A
YBuffalo Scout .22 6shot revolver” regularly $49.99
could be taken home for just $38.99. ;
By wife and I like to walk around in cities wher-’
ever we happen to be in the world. We observe the
;people's dress and manners, the poor and rich, the

.well and the sick. We look at the stores and their The Washington Post

- merchandise, the prevailing architecture and the Washington Star-News
furniture of the street. In old Delhi we saw dazens of Daily News {New York) §
squatting sidewalk barbers shaving for a couple of York T:

pennies their squatting customers. In Havana we The New York Times
watched women swarming around a bakery and urg- The Wall Street Journal

i join the line, saying “libre,” meaning not o
;I;geugrgdmt::}t tbreacl freeynf gratit:ufimg. In no place The Atlanta Constitution
outside of the United States have we felt fear. We. The Los Angeles Times
didn't feel it in the dock district of Palermo, Sicily;
in multi-racial Neotting Hill, London; or even in &
nighttime walk through the dark pack alleys of DEC = 1978
. Leningrad. Date

! .
However, I must confess that for many vears I
have felt uncomfortable in broad daylight on the
main street of San Francisco, Market St A genera-

tion ago, we would have called some of San Francis-
co's peighborhoods creepy, meaning vaguely frighten-
“ing, not full of “creeps” in the medern sensehof‘ t‘l;l‘e
“word. It is the feeling that one never knows whal the
" stranger approaching might do pext. In New York, it
is the feeling I get when, at night, I have to toke the
IND {rain from 42d St. and 8th Ave. and feel aft my
back the eves of young derelicts, It is the feeling that
‘I may be smrounded by human beings who are at the

FBI/DOJ
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{Mount C||pp|ng in Spuce Below)

CarT Rowan/ Crlme in the name of ;ehglo

When you get aver your shock
and revulsion over the more than
775 murders and suicides in the
Rev. Jim Jones' Peoples Temple
community in Guyana. you hive

some serious thinking to do. -‘l
How and when are we going to {Indicate page, name of
face up to the fact that “religion” is newspaper, city and state.)

America’s greatest sanctuary for
peopie who engage in systematic¢
theft, tax evasion, rape, torture and
even murder? !

The federal government can |
make a banker specify in detail {
what interest he is charging on a | ! E—
loan; it can jail a corporation |
executive for using “an insider's '
knowledge” to make a profit on a -
stock: it can force an automobile
company to spend millions of dol-
lars to recall cars that just “might”
have a defective part. ——

N

But government has been, with 40 S,F.Examiner
rare recent exceptions, powerless
e k to deal with so-calied “religions!”

5 . even though there was abundax't
F¢ . |efidence of kidnappings, brait- San Francisco,Ca.
£ uishings physical abuse — an
} most of all of con games to strip
4 new “converts” of their money. l
: . At
This gruesome tragedy in Guy- | 3
ana is an appalling example of Date: 11—_24-78
governmental -failure to act, pri- Edition: Final
marily because government offi-
cials are timid about breaching
sanctuaries of “religion.” The State Title:
Department not only failed to act e
early against Jim Jomes' “temple,” RYMURS
but it fought to prevent FBI in-
volvement. Character:
;‘lt 18 easy enough for the State or SF 89-250
Déepartment, the FBI, the Army and Clagsification:. 89
:hm O;f(:;};e; i%;rg:s:g:r&%‘t: Submitting Office: S

team are rmwdwnd m more

lnml kit lﬂt'mutla of the rcupuﬁ

Témple are fourid desd. -+ ==~ =

But why was government'
htindcuffed months ago when it
khew that Jones and his cronils
wiere forcing converts to sign ovir
all their belongings, present arl
future, to “the—temple”? Can it

FBL./ DOJ



possibly surprisg 115 pfficials that
one cuit member was seized, after.
lLhe klllmgs carry mg %0 000 in cash
i na a bl ml!llUll leIlH U.Id.ll on a
; ank in Panama? Or that more than

$1 million worth of gold, jewelry

4nd cash was found in Jones
commune in Guyana? -_—

Our laws are written, or inter-
preted, in such a way that if af
person enters a cult “willingly™” an \
then is kept in, allegedly against his 3,
or her will, the FBI cannot aet on. 1
grounds that this is kidnapping.-

Thus our government has dealt.-
gingerly with the Unification "
Church, headed by a Koreany the-
Rev. Sun Myung Moon. This cult
has been accused again and again
of brainwashing new members,
olding them by force, wearing
1 hem down physically and mental—
, and then “programming” them

a total commnmem to the .

1. ; ’ ]

Last August the {edera! gov-;
ernmenit did move against’ one
*unusual” religious group, th
Church of Scientotogy. A feder 5‘
grand jury returned a 28-colm|.
indictment accusing 11 high off#. 5
clals and agents of the church of"
stealing Justice Departmient docl-'

ents, bugging an office of . the-
\nternal Revenue Service. encours

iging perjury and hiding wgnessea )

\* Documents acqulred by 'the
government in wourttidered FBI,

- Scientology’s policy has been to

raids show that the Church of

e
“*{ies and derogatory data” to Lﬁe—
stroy the reputation of anyo{e
Anvestigating or criticizing the,
church, and to punish critics by

- filing ]awt;uits that force them to;

spendh e sums for legal fees. ‘%;.

Thete are dozens of “religious™
groups in America that are just ag:

| venal and vicious as the Peoples:

Temple. but how bold or cautious
must government be in investigat:,
ing nndlor prosecuting them? nth-

er groups merely arouse suspmion

CBS' “60 Minutes™ last Sunday
featured two evangelists who have
ol many thousands of followers
hy using radio and television. On,
of thése ministers boasted that tHp

. cash donated in one day's malf

might total $200,000.
x: Dees the JRS dare intervene td-

=ce how that ecach ic eounted and.

e VAR LRSI 15 LAUUWIIWCU, Gaike

whether it all goes into taxdeducti—~
bie religious pursuits?

7 How does government deal
wllh the reality that many of th&tse\s
evangelists are dispensing more*
politics than religion? How, espe:
cially, when the shrewdest mes-’
thandizers of religion are alsy,
clever at embracing politicians —%
ak witness the fact that Jim Jones
brandished °* recommendauons%
from Rosalynn Carter, Vice Presk
dent Mondale, Sen. Henry Jackso
D.-Wash, and the late aneso&

W;A

tsen Hubert Humphrey?

P % The constitutional dilefnma

very troublesome. But I say thals
however much we cherish o@
separation of church and state,
have got to find a safe way for th
state 1o reinin-those who steal aml
kill in the name of God. -
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Forggners

see it as ﬂi
a symptom
of U.S. way

Assoriated Press

The mass suicide of hundredq
of Americans in the Guyanan jun-;
gle was viewed by some of the'
foreign press today as rooted in the, F
19605, the era that spauned hotha
the “flower children” and Charles’
Manson.

The Soviet press said the poi.
soming death rite in Jonestown was
a symptom of the American way of

life in which “millions are the .

The official Tass news agenﬁi
said American press coverage
the events in Guvana “avoids the,
fundamental question of why the

veoples Temple and many similar
q,bhgmus sects exist in the United:
States

‘Onh a few individual observ
ers admit that what they are
talking about is one of the products,
of the potorous “American way of
jife.

Singapore’s Straits Times said:
*“The Peoples Temple trauwdy,l
serves to demonstrate that the,
communes, sects and other fringe
groups which have opted out of
mainstream America not only con-
tinue to exist hut apparently ac-
quire new converts daily.”

The suicides took place i a big
outdoor ceremony after members!
of the California-hased cult led by’
the Rev, Jim Jones attacked and
killed Rep. Leo Ryvan of California,

ree newsmen and a cultist at-
tgmpting to leave the isolated agn—
etiltural commune.

“They do not want, are cond
fused by, the near total freedom of,
choice in countries-Hhe. America,”

victims of an inhumane society.” .f

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, cily and state.)

48 S,.F,Examiner

San Francisco,Ca.

Eon AL

Title:
RYMURS

Character:

or  SF 89-250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF
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the Straits Times said of the c’ul-')
tisgs. “They opt for legdership by a
serngls charismatic personality; i
anig tmosphero of emotional exc\le-
mgnt.” L

(ompannfz the protests of the.
1960s with the situation in the 1970s, ,
the Stockholm newspaper Dagens.
Nyheter said: “The individual way;.
of self-fulfillment has included..
more of drugs. of extreme refigious-
ness and of sexuzl experiments.T
The demand for new sensations has
gradually increased ... in the hum
for new happenings, death hecomes: I
the last absolute trip.”

[

'}

However, the Paris newspaper .

Le Monde said the mass suicide .
“was literally un-American.” (

b

“It would have heen inconcefy-
able and impossible on American -
soil, regardless of whether the
victims were willing or not. Thy ..

TNeeded to be uprooted., transportq

pto the heart of the jungle and g
ransformed inte the convicts otlh |
{clirious faith in a messiah unleash- -
ing his instinets of domination and
death to become self-destructive i
robots.”

“The events in Guvana with

Ma

the shooting dowr of the vnsmng
Americans followed by the mcon-'
ceivable mass suicide testify to the , "
power over people certain rellglous
se(ts and their leaders can exer--
vise,” said Copenhagen’s Berlmgske
Tidende. -

“perhaps never, apart from the\

SS or Japanese kamikazes, hasi
there been such a demonstration of\

inanmm " wrote Le Matin of;
ris. “It reminds us of other’
ent events that have revealeds
t‘ e same psychological imbalance’ |
sometimes taken to the breakmgq
point by the to1al submission to the .
myths of a leader.” r

Tokyo's Mainichi Shlmhun said_
blacks and other poor groups that'
went to California seeking jobs

w A3 i i i
were disappointed in the reality

they found, prompting many to
seek religion. [t said American
soviety, open in publie aspects, is
very much closed and exclusive at
individual levels because various
ethnic and cultural groups retain
%h(*ir own Ccustoms.

“No wonder such disappoin
e,

prople are brainwashed by fat
Jnes of the Peoples Tem

preaching a new_world.” Mainithi
sald
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S After Guyana Experierice™

By BARBARA H. STOOPS
Religion Editor

The Guyana experience
-— from cultic dependence to
mass suicides— could help
to “‘stem the tide’ against
today’s religious excesses, a
pastoral care specialist
from the Menninger Clinic
said in Columbia, Thursday.

Psychelogist Dr. Paul W.
Pruyser was guest speaker
at the seventh annual
Pastoral Care Symposium at
the William S. Hall Psy-
chiatric Institute,

“‘Any such outbreak is a
verdict against a main line
church in terms of frustra-
tions and expectations that
have not been met,” he said.

And he sees a possible

ove to skepticism concern-

) ' _ ng religion on the part of

he general public in reac-
tion.

“Maybe people need to
become skeptics. After all,
just think what religious
frauds and religious
fradulant schemes have
been pushed off on us — so
blatantly — in the past 25
years,” he said.

The United Presbyterian
layman sees the practice of
religion as occupying “a
continuum from the sublime
to the bestial; from very
good to very bad™.

*‘There could be a silver
lining to this tragic episode

in torme af lany ranoo of.
M Wlallo Wi IUIIE 1EHIR™ i

fects,” Dr. Pruyser said.
*“The very drama of the sity-
tation may shake loose
people’s attention and alert
themn to the dangers in re-
fligious extremes.”

Il A native of the Nether-
‘Jands, who has been director
all training programs at

the Menninger Foundation
in Topeka, Kansas, he spoke
to ministers from across
South Carolina on the unique
role of the minister as
diagnostician in mental
health problems.

He alse spoke Thursday
night at the Lutheran Theo-
logicl Southern Seminary on
“*Narcissism in Contem-
porary Religion.”

He reminded the min-
isters in attendance that
they have been described as
“front-line troops in the
fight against mentai ill-
ness.”

In spite of this, Dr.
Pruyser said clergymen
have too often been isolated
from the heiping teams or
else absorbed to the point of
losing their unique quali-
fications.

sHe spoke of the '“pitfalls
and poor asumptions’ which
have prevailed in the mental
health field.

" Each field — psychology,

psychiatry, social work, and
g0 on has maintained its own
professional boundaries,*
which have often become
trade union boundaries,
complete with picket fences,
horse stealing and other
raids.”* he commented, add-
ing this was ‘*‘the poorest
ground for mental health
achievement.”

There are many flippant

reacant given ta the fanst
Teas0ns given W v iall

that 40 percent of those seek-
ing help go to a pastor rather
than to the Yellow Pages,
Dr. Pruyser said.

These, reduced to ex-
ternals, range from the fact
that most ministers charge
no or low counseling fees, to

the reality that you can call

4

Psychologist Foresees Move
To Skepticism In Religion

them at night, or even but-:
tonhole them before or after -

church.

He told the ministers to'

stop putting themselves
down as being *‘jacks of all
trades and masters of
none,” ‘You are masters of
an authentic perspective in
your own discipline,” he
said.

“People who seek
pastoral help want some-
thing very special from you
and for themselves,’’ he
said.

“They want to look at
themselves in terms of their
faith, denominational at-
titudes, beliefs and religiogs
system. Generally speakin;;,
no matter how bumblinj,
they seek something veL‘

genuine that only you can

give.”

Ministers have two
unique privileges : the right
of initiating action and the
right of access, says the
pastoral care consultant
whose writings on the sub-
ject are recognized both
here and abroad.

“You can initiate a con-
versation about something
really important, in a phone

call, or you can knock on the
Can you see your|

door.
friendly psvchiatrist saying
“May I come in and talk to
you?"

Sometimes, he says, min-

ictare nead ta he assartive
IELeTSE NCSC 0 OO J[EFeive.

“‘People come ot a minister
for his strength, for author-
ity, perhaps to receive a
contradition or a no-no.
Sometimes the unspoken
plea is 'Please stop me, 1
know what I want to do is
going to be destructive, or
sinful.’ **- -

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}
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 LETTERS.

'How It Happeried -

. r 3 . ,

’J - Editor — Jonestown' could happen hecguse, the
‘paliticions and bureaucrats, from the President of the
United States on down to the cop on the beat and

- the teacher in the clossroom hove betrayed and
disapponted the' people to the point where many .
have no one to look up to, nor anything to hold onto. (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and atate.}
A genuine respect for, und a frue reloﬁonshi[r '
with, God has been legislated out of our everyda
hves, and the voud left thereby is too often being tillet
E]y “talse prophets.” . :

d Quit asking how it could hoppen and work to
“qprrect the situations which caused it to happen. -
£ L ARSEN

Sontrancisgo

. T
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Mehren

San Francisco—Devera’s message was brief.
But the voice on the 1ape recorder was strong and
clear.

"Pleése call me. 1 need your help.”

We had met, Devera and I, under bizarre cir
cumstances. Along with a throng of journalists,
starved for facts and hungry for a story, I was
standing watch outside the Peoples ‘Temple. Dev-
era was there, too, along with a score of other
selatives of the followers of Jim Jones. They were
starved for news, too: news of their loved onea}
:ind hungry for word of their fates. d

Devera was almost beyond worrying about he;i
father. She knew that at this point it would do hef
no good to worry about a 6él-yearold man who
was thousands of miles away, a man who had
made that journey as an act of faith.

“1 just want to know if he’s all right.” If Devera
said mat to me once, she must have said it 50
times. "I just want some word.”

“join the Jones mission there, Devera had her
doubts. She herself was a fallen Catholic. “Too
much ritual,” she said of the church she was
raised in. “Too much double talk.” But she respect-
ed her father’s right to practice his own faith.

P P |

A nuu WIICII h.Cl "Uulhful fdl iaps tuliicy
sour—very sour—Devera bundled her infant
daughier off to Ukiah, to stay with Big Daddy, as
grandfather was known.

\ Two weeks later, Devera was racing up th
hizhway to retrieve her daughter. “I don't know
wi t it was about that place,” she says now. “i
| just had to get my daughter out of there. I took
her back in the middle of the night. All I took
was the Nightgown she was weearirg=1 grabbed

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Even when her father first moved to Ukiah to

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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her in my arms and ran out of that house as fast
as I roultt—We made the drive bagk here.in two
fyours.” - p

More than a year ago, Devera's father told
the family he was going to Guyana. They looked
tne country up on the map, then wondered what
would possess him to move to a South American
jungle. ‘ R

The answer, of course, was the Rev. Jim
Jones, whose mesmerizing, charismatic demago-
gy had simply entranced Devera's father.
“Things were pretty funky with the family at
that point anyway,” Devera remembers. Her par-
ents had separated; her father was spending time
with a woman from the Peoples Temple. Togeth-
er, they decided to move to the settlement that
would become Jonestown.

Devera said her father talked a lot about the
thrill of a pioneer adventure before he went. And
why shouldn’t he have thought that? To his
mind, the Guyana experiment was a 20th-century
Utopia, New Harmony and the Oneida Communi-
iy revisited. ;

Devera says there was no talk then of death,
of suicide drills, of parancia, of any of the bi-
zarre elements that were to flourish in Jones-
|k:|wn. Rather, her father talked about hope. A
new start. Adventure. '

‘A ND THE LETTERS that came from Devera®

father confirmed those initial expectations.
He was happy, he told his daughter. His high
blood pressure was down. Every meal was a

feast of endless fresh fruit.

There was no mention of what his actual job
was within the commune. Nor did Devera's fath-
er talk about his personal life. He never talked

about his girlfriend. And he fiever referred to

subjects raised in Devera's letters to him.

Devera wondered greatly about this last mat-
ter. Especiaily after she wrote to him telling him
that her mother had had cancer surgery.

Now, days later, Devera is still left wonder-
ing. Her father’s name has not appeared on any
lists of the victims of the ritual poisoning. Yet.

Devera worries that she will never know her
father's fate. She worries that he may have died
fong ago, iong before iast weekend's bloodbath.
She worries that if he did die in that mass
tragedy, his body may remain unclaimed, uni-
dentified. “I just want to know if he's all right,”
ﬂxe said, once again. ﬂ

I Devera sent her daughter to an aunt’s homi
fpr Thanksgiving dinner. For her part, sh
stayed home, alone. .

Wondering.

e —
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How a v1smn becam.e a nightmare

reasons for the irrational, the desire to pull a (Indicate page, name of
explanation out of the depths of this heart o newspaper, city and state.)
darkness. 1

Bostor — Now it begins, the efforts to flnq

From Guyana we read a tale of the cult, as if it
were a tale of the occuli. The setting jtself scems -
= almeost metaphorical, as if sanity were a clearing,
#T ok hacked arduously from -

LA the jungle, always frag-
ile, always threatened
by the encroaching un-
derbrush of madness.

i But what is most -
g spooky, most difficult
. |+ to comprehend about
... |, this fantasy of fanati-
it ‘-c:lsm. is how people -

give up their will 1o

their cult the way oth-

ers tmghf l\’e}l meat. |
iles filtering gjien Coodmsn

back throlf.lgh dthed mf-- enf 4 4 L

dia are of individuals transformed into donors. :

First, they donated the direction of their life and - Oakland,Ca.

then their entire life — in return for belonging.

It seems that the borders between commit-
ment to a belief and submersion in it, between
idealism an ananmcm a community and a stglggi

are also fragile ones. - Date: 11-204-78
Edition: Sunrise

24The Tribune

( —

This is not the first story of cult madness, or
of murder and mass suicide in history, even in
American history. It comes as a shock to our sys-

ﬁ:m because of ;:s mﬂ'mfsw horfror and because it Title:

appens now, when the focus of our concerns was

turned elsewhere. RYMURS

We live in a decade and a country which has Character:

been more intrigued by and concerned about the

Ywave of selfishness and the chic pursuit of individ- or SF 89-250
ualism. And now, we face again the terrors of thg Classification: 3G
single-willed group, of mass hysteria, death pact[ Submitting Office: SF

the most bizarre aspects of the cuit culture b!h
surface since the Manson murders. ;

i\
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In the past several vears, people have paid
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only sporadic_attention to cults with cries of brain-
Wag,hiﬁgpo. gUits against Moonies, and-maost recently
the revelations about Synanon. The attractions of
fving within a single closed” system of life an
telicfs have been ribed _as those of simpl

7_-f%lief. the relicf of Tinding a retreat from afworidh

o
ir
t.
4

il which people are struggling for & sense,of meany,
ing and place; - e e e R

In the midst of the culture of ﬁ-tl:'seli._'théxj)ﬁi
the cult of the leader. In a society wheré many are
encouraged to explore the sensitive crefices of
their private psyches, they find safety and belong-
ing as part of a mass. While others search for
lhlemse ves, they find meaning by losing them-
selves. S .

B E

1 don't think that cults can simply be dis-
missed as demonic. It’s too simple an explanation
and too safe. It ensures immunity for us or our
children. : ‘

Perhaps cults are more accurately describeJx
as the flip side, the escape route, of the society.
Whether these groups eventually become organizedl
riligions or jungle horror stories, many cults origi-
n;ily offer something found missing: a sense of
chmmunity, or a set of ideals, some greater goals
apd, almost always, a charismatic leader. -

Only slowly do some leaders turn paranoid
and demanding, authoritarian in the pursuit of an

elusive purity, and sometimes violent in the en-
forcement of their own sense of righteousness.

By then, followers often find it impossible to
differentiate their own fate from that of the group.
They have become a part, not a whole. Having put
their rl: o on the collection plate, they do as they
are told. ~ . ‘

The events leading to this massacre and sui-
cide in the jungle are extraordinary. They are the

clima¥ of a long string of events, including the
apparent disintegration of Jones, an idealist, into a
terrorist and a vision into a nightmare. The details
will surely be filled in painfully and painstakingly
in the wecks ahead. .

But beyond these specifics, we already know
that individualism often creates anxiety and fr
will often creates the desire to escape it. In thi
jfpanicular era of intense isolation, a vacuum o
‘commitment and community may prove to be t
rs:;ecial environment which nurtures the cults thi
‘grow il thg edges of our sanity — -even those
worthy of the simple epitaph—vwritten by Joseph
Conrad: “The horror. The horror.”
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Tragedy waiting to happen

IM JONES WAS a catastrophe waiting to hap;

That became clear to me more than a year ago, ajte
lny first nerve-fraying brush with the man and &11'
lock.

The incident was relatively minor. Following an
article 1 wrote detailing Peoples Temple harassment of
New West magazine, 1 received hundreds of letiers
from temple members, plus several rambling and, at
times, unnerving phone calls from Jones. There also
were a number of curious calls to my home, the kind
where the caller would hang up without sayiig
anything. H

There never were any overt threats but for t.‘_[:e
first time in my career as a journalist, | found myself
worrying about my family’s safety. The experience left
me convinced that Jones inspired in those around him
a potential for violence.

The letters were powerful in their emotion, in the
way they bespoke a communal fascination with
violence — a deep-seated paranoia and an outerr
directed but not targeted rage, none of which was
cloaked by the thin veneer of civility in the various

lutations.

3

4 It was obvious that most of the writers had not
rejd my article, but it was just as obvious that the’[
were sincere in their belief 1 was a threat, as was an
journalist, because they were convinced that pr
reports on Peoples Temple always were followed
physicat—vivience against their temples.and fellow
members.

(Indicale page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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. . ichlv deta SCOURLS O At first T took notes and asked questions.
the Rgél?ﬁ?}’ilémger?&ho h;l:?);en beatlsenf Eventually, [ just listened. Left alone, Jones rambled on
stiined or shot at; arson attempts at temples; bombs and - for 30 or 40 minutes at a stretch. It was as though he
boinb threats;, even members’ animals that had been W32 employing the theory that the best defense was a
ki] ed or tortured. good offense. As long as he had me tied up on thd '

! ATIENTLY. IN labored hand 4 bled phone, I couldn’t write anything more about him. |
abored handwriting and garble )
grammar, they spoke on the one t%and ongones HEN 1 LAST spoke with Jones, he was callin
greatness, and on the other of the persecution they had | from a phone booth at New York's Kennedy
undergone and the various plots to 'ungermme their Airport, where he was en route to Guyana. Something
community. 2 important - elgher the allequ break-in at New West or
] j actual publication of the articte - had just happened.
A recurring theme was that temple members were | This one was different than our previous talks. He was
pacifistic, but at some point they would be pushed to \obwous.ly in a hurry and seemed to be on an energy
the limit. Another theme, and to me the more rush.
unsettling, was that [ could not understand their The New West brouhaha was part of a conspiracy
_anguish until T had experienced such aggression (o destroy the temple, he wanted me to know. “Why
myself. would T do these things if they can only get us I;in
Maybe 10 percent of those who wrote, all of them trouble?” he asked. T had long ago given up believiag
women, said semething 10 the effect that [ never could him, or trying to follow his logic. Then he was gone.
understand what it was like to carry a frightened child )

from a burning building or fear for a loved one until I 1 had no premonition of the disaster In Guyana, but
d actually been through it. Was that a threat? 1 dldn t 1 wasnt surprised. Had 1 been offered the assignment
ti|ke it as such, but it made me nervous. — a ¢hoice one by the standards of my profession — 1

_ think I would have turned it down. Had I been ordered
Jones made me even more so. Just before’ my to go, } might have refused.
ticle ran, 1 called him for a comment but he wasg
unavailable. Two days after it appeared, he was on thé T'd seen how Jones reacted when ext;))osed p]z;rtlally
phone. It was a remarkable performance, one that I had  '° the probes of a questioning press. I e‘hev'e‘ € quit
been briefed on by other reporters and one that would the Housing Authority and fled San Francisco long

; ' fore he intended to, and that he did so to avoid any
- be repeated several limes during the next few Weks iurther investigation. Jonestown was his final refuge,
He alternately was cloying, flattering, paranoid4 gis fortress. The presence of a congressman and the
friendly, cajoling, conspiratorial, hostile, angry and, press could only shatter the fragile iltusion of harmony
depressed. At times, he spoke so softly it was difficult to' in the jungle horror.
hear him. Then his voice would deepen and become ‘ . ‘
louder, more that of the preacher andpfather hgure h Ryan may have thought that by taking along thi
'.press he had purchased an insurance policy. Had hé
People were talking about me, he would state~ asked me, I would have advised him otherwise, for on¢
They were saying good things. But when I would #isk- of the other points Jones emphasized in our conversa-
what people, he would change the subject. He denied tions was that he was notafrétd™io die.
that the church had attempted to harass New West. Np ~ ‘w—smes
‘ene from the temple had -called the magazines
-advertisers. If that had indeed happened, the calls b é
bden made by enemies of the temple. “They're LIAR
"Bifl. They're all LIARS. When are these awful lies going
toISTORZ ba would occasionally explode, — Sew-—ii
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Thé Bizarre Cults: California Has
Had More &1 \| .. e

In 1840 a bandy-legged little &
into Los Angeles to announce that the world was shaped like
a fish, that he had magical healing powers and had treated
5,000 patients (“and only four of the bastards died!), and that
he was able to rise from the grave. ,
 He was the first of scores of cult leaders who were not only
to amuse, bemuse, annoy, scandalize and rob Californians but
s0 leave the state with a questionable claim to fame as the
cult center of the world. Yet, as the tide of seers, prophets,
mystics and gurus came to this natural haven for the dis-
franchised and the uprooted, they grew to be accepted as no
[tess a part of the landscape than eucalyptus or foot-long hot
dogs. Now the shock waves from Guyana may change all that.
éalifornia cults have seemingly filled spiritual needs for
thousands unable to find salvation or security in orthodox
ereeds. Over the years we thought we had seen nearly every-
thing in the way of cultic fraud. Take the Mighty I Am, which
lemerged when Guy Ballard was visited on Mt. Shasta by a vi-
ion of the legendary Count of St. Germain, an 18th-century
Enystic. The count gave Ballard a sip of “pure electronic es-
gence” and a wafer of “concentrated énergy,” and told the
lunemployed paperhanger to go get rich. These apparently
'worked because, by the time the dust cleared in the 1940s, the
mystic claimed 350,000 followers (it's advisable to divide all
uch cult statistics by at least 20} and Internal Revenue esti-
nated that he'd bilked unfortunates of some $4 million.
" Joe Bell, a postdepression dandy, founded Mankind United
y preaching that a race of little men with metal heads who
ived in the center of the earth would tell his cultists what to
o' through his revelations. Bell ended up claiming a quarter
million of the gullible who mortgaged homes and sold proper-
y before he was grounded with a maze of legal probleras,
*.A successful cult thrives only on such visions of its leader,
o matter how outiandish. He need not actually perform mir-
cles, but he must convince his followers that he can. The
hnique is illustrated by one New York state prophetess
ho in 1820 announced that she could walk on water. The
ithful gathered at a lake. She arrived and locked over the
owd, “Are you all entirely persuaded that I can walk on
ater?” she demanded. They agreed in one voice that they
ad complete faith, “In that case,” she announced, “there’s no
ason to do so.” The devout went home edified, speaking in a
ush at what they had nearly seen.
While cults differ, cultists tend to be the same. They have
usually left their more hereditary faiths because they were
too dull or unfulfilling. They seek something exciting, and a
meﬁf t;g_et.hemeﬁ If u]ety strsun into dz;godhead, that's nice, too.
ost journeymen cultists are adept at pointi flaws of
Protestant or Catholic theology. Their nggv s&)gérulgturalism
Tgiakgs them treat other faiths with disdain, sad indulgence or
utright hate. The more that conventional friends scorn or ri-
dicule them, the more they root themselves in their new reli-
on, as wise cult leaders know. It follows that the more out-
¢ cult’s concepts, the more they will be
from the outside—~and that only tightens the leader’s control.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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o, knowing the ground rules, let's build our own cult. Bisst  Thia new bizarre doctrine will bring chaos and upheaval.
we must engender disbelief in most conventional social and The outraged and confused will depart in anger. BUf Teft will
economic concepts. We must take a pessimistic stance thathe a malleable and eredulous flock who will mortgage homes,
the world is doomed and that only we, the elite, will somehow gell everything, put their lives on the line to follow the leader.
survive in this world or the next. A fervent evangelism is re- Even holy murder and sacred suicide, as we have just seen in

mtrad to Inre a2 hicger and mara affinant fallnwineg 1n tho ho. Innactnum nnn bha tha nrafasa far tha hasity ahand
QUIrcC 10 JUPe 2 DIZEET anc moere LLUENt ICL0WINE 10 e DE ruucawwu, Call 02 i Prefale 10T L Ooauly axidall,

loved leader—us. o .
As ; o N Is there any legal answer to this dismal history of bunko,
for doctrine, we can turn to some “hidden” biblical truth geceit 'false hope—and worse? Probably not. For, according
(the books of Daniel and Revelations are favorite hunting 45 a rficie One of the Bill of Rights: “Congress shall make no

grounds), and an elaborate theology can be structured from i i igi ihiti
just a few tidbits of Scripture. The Los Angeles speilbinder, I?ge I;Sepr%ti:;:?ntgh:?eg?:al?lfs'pment of religion, or prohihiting the

Tan Taffare snoniad am fow wanes ol dl ['S SPEPIRS " ) . . s s
YUT JTLITD, Lallltu Ul UL yEdis WILID LG [ICSSdEE Lode WNer Desplte the carnage in Guyana' we have not hear_d__t_hg—hst
n

true name for God was Yahweh; the people from the planet ofbizarreceligious sects. . . . . . .

QOrion had told him so, and his flock thought it most important.’

We now must face a g{allgdox. While we scorn orthodox
faiths, we preach a stern Puritan morality. Austerity, humili-
ty, self-denial and taboos against such luxuries as expensive
autos, fine clothes, meat and sinful entertainments are
commonplace. In a word, we keep the money at home, for The
Leader knows best what to do with it.

_All the same, most cultists are poor, and hunger for emo-
tional release. Conventional churches discourage emotional
displays, but we must cater to the flock’s weakness. Excessive
zeal, noisy doings, faith healing, testimony, messages from the
beyond-—all are in order. Qur flock should participate not just
spiritually but also physically in such rites. We should also
encourage debate over the trivia of theology. Hence, indivi-
dual cultists will happily discover that they're not just in a
new religion but making that religion as they go along.

Now we have reached the point of united action, comrade-
ship, a chance to fight for something “real” and even to die
for The Cause. The old mundane existence, marked by a sense
of worthlessness and frustration, is gone. Eric Hoffer in his

classic study of mass movements, “The True Believer,” noted:
“The legs instified a2 man is in claiming sxcallence for hig owm

self, the r;lore ready he is to claim excelience for his nation,
his religion, his race or his holy cause. A man is likely to mind
his own business when it is worth minding. . .”

As cult leader, we know that only time is needed for the
incubation because we, too, have built our doctrine on our
own woes. Thoreau observed, “If anything ails a man so that
he does not perform his functions, if he has a pain in the
bowels . . . he forthwith sets about reforming the world.”

We have now a ragtag array of followers. There are both
the always poor and what Hoffer calls “the new poor” who
recall better days and want to return to them. There are those
anxious to slough off the old, unwanted self and have a re-
birth. There are those who want, just once, to be part of some
elite. Others hope to escape their actual physical environment
to a place free of greed, atomic threat or simply Those Others.
Still others are victims of racism, embittered failures, the

hnrad frightanad “Yainnore ” widnwe naading onrear ohildran
AUl Wy B lbllwll\.r\.l Giiliswd gy WA T O ll\-\.-u-ulﬁ DAV VA p WwhAliWAL Wil

seeking a mystic utopia. All are ready to renounce and suffer,
to leave the unwanted self and face rebirth. ... - .
Now we must take the most crucial step of all: building a
new “screen” that will separate the core of the cult and
thereby make its members forever invulnerable. Almost any-
w. Our leader cz;n rejate the Newg‘list.am&nt l.g as-
e visitations from spacemen, with Adepts

from the Himalayas. hoanmmani
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Freedom of refigion wasitt

the crime in Gu yana

Joel MacColtam has resurrected the old
argument of freedom vs security. (That
Guvang tragedy . How fur should freedom of
Irediminn oo™ Nov, 22y Should we have optimam
frectom. whese nstivaluals orohis oarse
Bespecled, cvidence meticuiousiy serutinzed.
where they are ianecent untld proven guilty,
and where a few guilty may escape justice on a
technicality? - Or shoulid we have
optimum security, surveillance of every street
and meeting. where purses, papers and homes’
«an be searched without cause. (for if you are’
mmcem what have you to hide?) where the
iare guilty until lhey prove lhemselve
innocent, and where a few innocent may
incarcerated on a technicality.

One sect of the Dtscuples of Christ (the

her church, a backbone of the Midwest and
uth) proves criminal and MacCollam would
refore restrict the religious freedom of lh(

Catholic Church. the Universal Life Church. f

> Jews, the Buddhists. and Baptists What
ogc 1s this?

It should be remembered that Rev. Jumes?
ones’ wife Marcwe described him as a Mgrxist ¢
‘ho was using religion to get the people out of ©

the opiate of religion, and that Jonestown wasa '
Marxist commune Articles like MacColiam’s,
calling for a weakening of freedom of religion.
play mto the hands of men like Jum Jones.

It is murder that is the crime here, and only’

it should be persecuted, not religion, not even
Marasm.

S et M,

i
I
LINDA RADER'

Los Angeles ™
®

Any editonal. regardiess of subject matter,
which ends with a question leaves il open to a
charge of it being anothing more than chetoric
I refer to “The Lesson of Guyana” which
appeared on Nov. 21, Your editorial conce mL-cI
an incident but it concerned character as well.
Respect. honor, Kindness, humility, Lhal’ll) :
patience. discipline, diligence, ail simpie words
but when applied to a person’s character, how :
farge and important they become. Ask any
group of high school students to define these
words and their answers may scare you.

Your question “What in the world is
happening to coniemporary religion, that
something as clearly evil as what we have seen
in Guyana should arise?”” would have greater
impact if “the educational system’ had been
substituted for contemporary religion.” A
mind not properly prepared. nor properky
stimuiaied. can hardiy e expected 1o fojiow
contemporary leachings and thought patterns.
I need oniy to draw attention to the ketter about
skid row (bums) the same day written by M.T.
Benson of Glendale. So fallow a mind serves to
make mv point!

T —

(Indicate page, name of
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By JOSEPH VOLZ

ASHINGTON—John Stoen was 6 years ot

when the cyanide was sguirted down his
throat at that mow infamous jungie com-
Ioune in Jonestown, Guyana,

He died even as his mother, Grace Stoen, once
one of the Rev. Jim Jones® most trusted advisers, was
flghting a futile legal battle to free him from the grip
of the Peoples Temple. Mrs. Stoen won her hattle in
the Uniled States courts but lost in Guyana where the
local authorities would not help. !

So her son, left behind when she and her hushand
defected from Jonestown earlier, had no one with him

to protect him on that last day. Despite hundreds of -

letters and pleas to the State aud Justice departments
on Jonestown, many from defectors in the year before
the end, the most powerful government in the world
tx)tl‘l{it riot I:tvr:ha@tnt tlég 911 deatihs. h-uo,

eas is the prevailing oplnton among high
State Department and Justice Department officials.

The U.S. government faced two major legal obsta-
cles. First, U.S. authorities have no power to prose-
cute crimes committed overseas except by special ar-
rangement in connection with U.S. armed forces sta-
tioned abroad. Second, the Constitution mow inhibits
the FBI from conducting e no-holds-barred
investigation of cult members in the United States.
President Carter observed at his press conference last
week that It is “unconstitutional for the government
of our country to investigate or to.issue laws against
any group, no matlter bow much they might depart
ﬂmim normal custom, which Is based on religious be-

efs.” ) .

But, Carter said, there is an exception It a federal
law is violated. The one federal erime that was
mmmjtted was the murder of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-
Calif.). The assassination of congressmen was made

a federal offense In the aftermath of the Kennedy as-
sazsinations. '

--Francisco, did not violate .

__¥be masg suicide, eve; 't had taken place in San

«deral law.

__ But the big question tri .ing many — especiallyoc Dir.
the defectors from the communé, many of whomep. AD Adm.

sounded warnings of Jones’ mass suicide plans as

-early as last year — Is this. Why didn’t the State
Depariment put more pressure on Guyanese suthor-
ities?

Jones obtained a hoid over high Guyanese officials by

them.

cide at the jungle commune and urging that more be
done by the U.S. government. :

with Guyana In September 1877 when the Guyanese
refused to help free little John Stoen, apparently did

members whose families were worried about them.

And Richard McCoy, a State Department off_icial,
“who made some of those trips when he was stationed
at the Georgetown embassy, first heard Mrs. Blakey's
story earlier this year, but he told her notf to go to the
press with her fears of mass suicide “because it wasn't
going to solve anything.” :

The State Department refused to make McCoy
available to Inquiring newsmen last Friday, but a
spokesman sald McCoy “strongly recommended” to
Mrs. Blakey that rather than meet the press she
should go to federal law enforcemept authorities. He
did not say why McCoy didn't tell muthorities about
Mrs. Blakey's fears. L .

The spokesman, Tom Reston, insisted that “it is
absolutely clear from the record that the State De-
partment and our embassy have discharged their re-
sponsibilities fully and conscientiously.”

There was one allegation that McCoy warned Jones

i that Mrs, Blakey was upset.

Neither Reston nor MoCoy would answer that alle-
‘gation. : '
. At the Justice Department last week, Assistant
. Attorney General Philip Heymann, a thoughtful for-
otmer, Harvard Law professar, wbo fecenfly assumed
¢harge bf the Crimifal Divisioh struzeled to’ ¢oméd ip
with something the department could legally have
done to prevent the tragedy, One thing was clear, he
insisted, those reports “suggesting that we, rather
'than Guyana, have the central responsibility for
-~ Jonestown are untrue.”

Mrs. Blakey’s lawyers, Jeffrey Haas and M:_u'gax_'et" N
Ryan, said that she had filed a sworn affidavit withon. & insp.
the State Department last June, forecasting mass sui-,c. Mgnt.

ep. AD Inv.
t. Dir.:

Im. Servs.
: Deborah Layton Blakey is one of the most vocal of .

the defectors. Her brother, Larry Layton, remained
loyal to Jones and has beer charged in conneciionent.
with the murder of Rep, Ryan, She contends tﬂnat*el"
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Heymann asked how 911 people “could be brought
to kill themselves?” and how will the answer, if it
ever comes, provide ithe Justice Department with any
belp to prevent future Jonestowns? Heymann had no
gnswer,

Most complalnts that the Justice Department has
received in the last year about religious cults centered
on reports that young people had been brainwashed.

Last week, Heymann passed out a press releass
'Domhnr! ont that the “Crimina! Division had bheen
aware of allegations of brainwashing by religious sects
and that it had given them serious study.

“It was emphasized,” the release continued dryly,
that “the Departmenat of Justice must operate within
the constraints of the federal criminal law and the
First  Amendment.”

There is a federal iaw against kidnaping, but Depu-
ty Attorney General Benjamin Civiletti says,-“It con-
tinues to be the position of the Criminal Division that
allegrtions of brainwashing, mind control, thought re-
form or coercive persuasion would not support prose-
cution under the federal kidnaping statute.” So, as
they say in Washington, the botiom line iz that the
Jonestown case could happen agaln with little that the
government could, or would, do about it.

Although the Carter administration has conducted
a worldwide human rights campaign, with Secretary
of State Vance, Vice President Mondale and others
reminding foreign dignitaries that it is wrong to abuse

. ndar nan manld mat edan Tim
or mourger pcup}\;,.US officials could not S0p il

Je:;ls, who was slowly gomg mad in the Guyanese
jungile.

And even sadder Is the very real possibility that
another mass slaughier in the future could pot be
prevented by the FBI or local police even if it hap-
pened in the Unlted States. For one thing, the nation
1s not about to interfere with the religious freedoms
guaranteed in the Constitution, For another, there 8

* never any guaranteed method of stopping a madman,
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Gory events in Guyana
have received adequate
coverage, but the basic
guestion they present
merits thorough analysis.
What collective madness
could lead several hundred
adults voluntarily, first, to
poison their children, then
themselves?

We have had the usual

explanation: They had been -

brainwashed and program-
med like computers by the
charismatic Rev. Jim
Jones. But despite Holly-
wood and television psycho-
dramas, the scientific evi-
dence for brainwashing is
minimal.

Terror can lead individu-
als to engage in wholly
uncharacteristic activities.
I believe Patricia Hearst
was, in the old phrase,
“*scared out of her wits.” As
Robert Louis Stevenson
noted roughly a century
ago, drugs can transform
Dr. Jekyllinto Mr. Hyde.

In short, a normal indi-
vidual with a pistol to his
‘head, or his child’s head, or
loaded with some mind-
blowing drug, can engage in
frightful aberrations.

There is a good deal of
evidence Jones was a pretty
rough customer. One of the
stranger aspects of his
cult's history was that

. when, in San Francisco, a
number of the brethren
jumped ship and com-
plained of Jones' tech-

_niques, they were consid-
ered to be marginal nuts!
After all, was a man of

The flisht from responsibility L&
with a crazed messiah

prestige, a housing commis-
sioner known for his dedica-
tion to the poor and im-
mense idealism. With

politicians genuflecting at
his altar, who would pay
any attention to those
doubtless slightly seamy
critics who said Jones was
a paranoidal con man?:

Yet it was impossible to
run an operation on his
scale by sheer intimidation,
and his movement was
strongly opposed to drugs
on the interesting ground
they were a capitalist in-
strument for enslaving the
poor: Heroin, not religion,
was the opiate of the
masses. Thus, while Jones
unquestionably had his “‘en-
forcers,” the real source of
his appalling power was
that he provided, in Erich
Fromm's classic formula-
tion, an “‘escape from frge-
dom.”

To put it differently,
those who joined his cult not
only turned in their worldly
goods but underwent volun-
tary egoectomy. They no
longer had to hassle with
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the world, to make deci-
.gions in an unstructured
universe and face the
consequences of these deci-

.

sions. If you read the small
print & while back, you may
have spotted an eerie paral-
lel: Charles Manson, who
automatically came up for
‘parole review in California,
flatly refused to be consid-
ered. In jail he felt quite un-
troubled: Probably for the
first time in his life, every-
thing was organized for
him.

I have seen this same
quest for sanctuary from
individual responsibility
among the bumnt-out cases

of the pseudo-revolution of
the 10601 A eurnnicing nume.

RIS AFVRIW. L4 Al YR AUAIIE, Srweana

ber of upper middle-class
young people have wan-
dered off in search of a
totally scheduled existence.

Most of their communes
went clunk because their
psychological need for a
strong authorlty flgure
clashed with their “let it all
hang out” ideology. History
suggests the only utopian

settiements that = ever

worked were dictatorships,
and Jones' operation fell
squarely into this tradition.

Growing up in a highly
disciplined family, my
childhood was dedicated to
an escape to freedom; 1
was, at an early age, a
closet anarchist. Thus, I
have always had a high
level of immunity to efforts,
even the Army's, to struc-
ture my life.

Yet, as my teacher Aris-
totle observed, only a saint .
or an idiot can live outside a
community, and I feel a
sense of empathy with
those, particularly the
young, who find the mobil-
ity, the pace, the imperson-
ality of American life a
fearful burden. They yearn
for intimacy.

Jones lifted this burden.
In the insightful words of
Odell Rhodes, a member of
the cult who managed to es-
cape the carnage, *'Some of
those people were with
Jimmy Jones for 10 or 20
years. They wouldn't know
what to do with themselves
without him."

He fed them in an escape
fram fraednm and rather

paiaad AaRTLLAEE Sdd, I &NACa

than returning to extemally :
imposed social dictation,
they followed their crazed
messiah in the ultimate es-
cape. The value system
they internalized was de-
mented, but within that
framework the decision was
rational and — except for
the children — voluntary.
God rest thelr troubled

s Y
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NEW YORK — In the vastness of human
experience, it is of course possible to find
precedents and parallels to the cultist mass
suicide in Guyana, Yet even by the standards
of history, Jonestown stands as an extraordi-
nary event, begging reflection on the age in
which we live.

Before its ugly denouement, Jim Jones'
Peoples Temple seemed to [it nicely enough in
the profusion of religious cults over the last
decade, There have always been cults, of
course, and some of them bave matured in
ways that give a precious measure of dignity
to those who might not find it elsewhere. Still,
our time has grown an especially rich and dis-

quieting crop. The most prominent culls re-

cruit 2nd maintain devotion through disturbing
techniques of social conditioning and mind
" control. Their intensity invites violence, and
_ even before fast week there were Jesser exam-
ples of it—the slaying in Thailand of an
" American reporter invesiigating the Children
of God and the rattlesnake attack on a lawyer
involved in litigation with Synanon.

These religious mutations, too, echo the
great political turmoil of our century. Violence
is even more familiar to the political cults—
first Uruguay's Tupamaros, the Weathermen,
the Red Brigades and ethnic terrorists of vari-
ous stripes. We have stood witness to pumer-
ous genocidal revolutions, Cambodia being the
most recent and worst. We have fought two
world wars. In the holocaust we have seen new
beights in gystematic murder. We have lived
through 2 time when two of the three most
powerful nations on Earth — Germany and
the Soviet Union — were ruled simultaneously !
by men who were certifiably insane. The 20th

f‘antt‘hr}) hao honn an nmnh}t oo senses and

. LR N |
Mankind hag lived through soch ages be-
fore. “A Distant Mirror,” historian Barbara
_ Tuchman entitled ber pew history of the 14th
- Century. The dominant event of that era was
. the Great Plague, but even before its onset in
1348, the age was marked with signs of social
~ dizintegration. The cherch that had been the
- core of medieval life had split, with popes at
- Rome and Avignon excommunicating each
other, and the high priesthood flamboyantly
corrupt. The onset of the Little Ice Age
" brought famioe to the peasantry. England and
, France were repeatedly at war.
The reactions included the Pastoureaur, a
- t uprising led by an apostate monk and
, A defrocked priest Within the church, the
- Fraticelli insisted oo utter poverty and were
suppressed. The French king suppressed the
order of the Templars with charges of witch
. eraft, and the Inquisition turped its attention
. to alleged witches. The flagellants went from

s After Jonestown

= e S W R S

town to town flogging themselves bloody. Both
the flagellant and Pastoureaux movements
culminated in campaigns to erterminate the
Jews, maoy of whom burned themselves and

their families in their homes when {he mobs

threatened death. Still later in the century
came the Danse Macabre, a cult of death.

“On the downward slope of the Middle
Ages man lost confidence in his capacity to
construct a good society,” Mrs. Tuchman
writes. She closes her era in 1453, when Eng-
lish losses in France ended The Hundred Years
War, the Turks took Constantinople and Guten-
berg invented moveable type. Yet the grief-
ridden 14th Century alse saw the birth of the

Renaisgance in Haly. And in 1517, Martin L.

ther posted his 95 theses on the church door at
Wittenberg, unleashing the new religicus ener-
gies of the Reformation and counter-Reforma-
tion. .

LR

An earlier era, and one perhaps even
more an2iogous to our own, is chronicled in
Gilbert Murray’s classic, “Four Stages of
Greek Religion.” Professor Murray wrote of
the late Hellenistic Age, after 300 B.C., the
twilight of a civilization not to be matched for
nearly 2,000 years. After Aristotle and Alexan-
der, the Greek gods bad lost their relevance
and the Greek city-state no longer seemed a
fitting form of government. Athens had suf-
fered stunning military defeat in 404 B.C. The

times were marked by mnatural disasters,

plagues and earthquakes.

Astrology, Mr. Murray wrote, “fell on the
: Hellenistic mind as a new disease falls on
sbme remote island people.” Diogenes led a
philosophical school called the Cynics, who
advocated drepping out. of the world. There
was new worship of the occult powers of ani-

ma!s and plants. And even more potably of
tyche — fate or fortune.

“A failure of perve” was the phrase Mr.
Murray nsed to describe the Hellenistic sensi-
bility when be lectured at Columbia University

.in 1912, and during the 1960s the phrase was
frequently applied to our own senslb:htla He

Amnindad bhn MNansl o s oo & mo— e
UGV WIC UITRRS dy cumumeu Dy 4 TSe of

fallure and seli-doubt. The rationalism that
had produced Arisiotle withered into mysti-
cism. Greece was incorporated into the Roman
Empire. And in one of the culis of the time
mankind found a new spiritual beacom with
Christ and St. Paul,
*ee

Our own century shows many symptoms,
Jonestown among them, of being a similar
time of flux, an interstice between eras. Old

beliefs bave decayed and new beliefs have not

sprung forward to replace them.

o
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The decay of religion is wnmis. s
The appeal of the cults expresses the
foundoess of the human will to believe, we
longing for the certainty of faith. The last

lace anyone would look today to fill this long-
ing is any of the mainstream religious denomi-
nations. They have little time for faith, being
preoccupied with snch issues as how to govern

South Africa. Even the Roman Catholic

Church, with its millenniums of experience in
sorting evil and good in the religious impuise,
is losing its power to touch the soul. Those who
most hunger for belief find it at best in Born
Again Christianity, or, precariously in Sun
Myung Moon, or at worst, in the Rev. Jim

Yet it is not only religious belief that has
declined; 50 bas the powerful secular faith that
sprang from the Enlightenment. The power of
reason, the power of science, the belief in

progress—all are coming upder increasing

doubt. And in the secular world as in the relj-
gious one, it ig often the established priests
who lead the trend.

The scientists who invented the atomic
bomb also started a magazine with a dooms-
day clock on the cover of every issue—a stun.
ping testimony to their own doubt that science
is good Today ome can feel the scientific
worid tremble at the accumulating evidence
for a “big bang” origin of the universe It
raises the question of what came before, and
the scientists’ most fundamental faith is

shaken by being brought face to face with

their inability to answer ultimate questions,

- The most powerful eschatological vision
of our day was offered by no less élitist a
group than the Club of Rome. Progress leads
to doom, it broadeast. While the club recanted
in part, the notioo still has powerful sway over
our educated classes. With the New Frontier
and Great Society, our elites learned that
science and rationalism cannot solve the prob-

lame of nrhan u‘nm 1aé alama oin mowe im
Tl Wi W AR Wilid, IE QMUT WL Wald Wy

rice paddies; now they wonder whether ration-

ality can answer anything at ail.

LI 4

Spenglerian gloom is an understandable
reaction to Jonestown and to our age, but it is
an incapacitating disease. The external prob-
lems confronting our civilization are not as
menacing as the Black Death or the Roman le-
gions. The answers fo our immediate afflic-
tions are not complicated. We need to keep
militarily strong to ipsure that the new era
was pot born with Viadimir Lenin. We need to
keep a sound and Lft oppressive
taxation and regulation that stifle economie
progress. There is every likelibood that doing

this would usher in a new belle epoque.

The question is internal, whether we have
the will to do these things. Whether we have
faith, either religious or secular, that the fu-
ture is in our own hands. We do not seem to
find this faith in our leaders, either political or
intellectual, But there is hope that we are find-
ing it in the people, who ake less inclined to-
ward guilt and self-doubt.

As for reflective man trying to live the

menmameibkla Hia in an nan af e o final ahone
TRPULSILIT LT L dli afT UL 11UE, & dinal $O58r-

vation. We need to preserve the great ideas of
the Enlightenment, bul they are threatened by
themselves. The skepticism of reason is now
turning on reason itself, in part because of the
exaggerated claims made in its behalf. To say

.that man can never be completely understood,

as Jonestown stands witness, is not to say
there is no truth. But we peed to start looking
less for questions to ask, and more for answers
to af

The Wall Street Journal
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‘'meant hope for many Americans

edy since there are iboratory

What can one say about the recen’
tragedy which took place i
Jonestown, Guyana. Some say it i
anindictment of this country and th.
manner in which it treals som
Americans. Then there are others
who would tend to place the blame or. -
those involved for being gullible
subjects. .

I tend to believe that itis a com-
bination of the two. Without one there
would hardly be any room for the.
other. From what could be observed
the majority of subjects involved
were black and those in command
were white. I don’t believe that there
were ever any racial motives in

‘volved here, where Jopes was

concerned, although he had the
foresight tosee that oppressed black
people were willing subjects as were

_many peor whites who were
" disillusioned with what they called,

“The American Dream.”

They were promised a better way
of life and they accepted that lie
I3 . . :

without question. Most never
bothered to investigate behind the
scenes {o see who would benefit from
such a scheme, and if indeed, it
would work. As a result, what hope
they had for the concept of ‘‘being

nobody. Dead from a master plan
which promised death with dignity
through the consumption of koolaide
saturated with poison.

It's no question that most involved
in Jonestown wanted something to
hope for. 1 onlf' ask why couldn't

there be some legitimate providers
of hope?

From all indications, if somethihg

' hadn’tgonesour, their experiment in §

living as one «created no apparent
conflictfor those participating which
groves that working and living
armoniously together can be
realized for those whowork on living
the word of God. ““Love they neigh-
bor” and “Do unto others as you

, wou_ld have them do unto you.” .

S 25 TN 7Y SPRNRAEY 'H

somebody’’ ended up in being |

Izeadershilj‘is E;;keyto salvation” " In’ Jooking“at
Jonestown lrag

for many people. Those intent on
being saved through leadership, be it |
black or white, will continue to fall

© into many traps unless they are
~educatedin the ways of good and bad

leadership. -

black community.  Many are yet’
hopeful that another Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. will emerge on the
national level. When a leader, such’
as King has fallen, others are not
born overnight, Like a true friend -
God chooses, with careful hands,
those He wants out front. Oftentimes.

He has topull them in because people

“began to lean too heavily on the

leader rather than on the God-given
. talents He has passed on to them. .
: In many respects this is what
; happened in Jonestown. People lost
*the will tolead themselves and when,

a possible savior appeared and took
_ the burden of thinking and providing
- for themselves away, they welcomed

the opportunity to oe “‘saved.”

" - This kind of thgﬁng can lead, not

only individuals but a whole race of

- people down the destruction path. We
- are, of course, confused and have the
tendency to say, “‘what a shame,” at
“what happened in Jonestown; but
lest we be reminded that there are
possibly other settlements like
. Jonestown scattered throughout the
. world. The people involved in these
! various movements are looking for
*'the same things; hope, peace, con-
i-tentment -and a better way of life.
Life, as they see it, is being accepted
<for what they are. _—
%!og Americans, by the droves, are
#ooking for a better way of life
2through these means, then who .is
responsible? Who is looking out for
e rights of the poor and down-
_?;h*odden? Do we share a sense of
-vesponsibility? To these people who
Yhave experienced a tremendous
: mg in the eost of living, which
i doubled this year as opposed to
i‘.Dream” is not all apple pie and
ycheese. They can't even afford the
" most nutritious. item — milk, ...

| Jonhestown tnought-provoking,
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Even in the wake of all that has

happened many Americans appear
more concerned with the massive

:“cost of bringing the dead back to

Lo

" ministered poison b

- America. How much money is it
going to cost the American tax-
payer? Families are mourning their
dead and for many of the living they
are not sure if members of their
“families are even alive,

Can you visualize yourself wat-
ching in  Jonestown as voung
children of all races were ad-

mouth and
placed on the ground te die while
other members of the familv were
either forced or coaxed, to take the
same poison? Just thinking about it

- i8 & horrible thought,

" Those crying about money have

- not had time to say a silent prayer
for those departed. Yet in a similar
situation in which two 747’s collided
"in the Azores earlier this year killing
‘over 500 American passengers, ne
‘mention of eost for body removal

- was uttered in describing what had

* to be done to return the victims to

_ their loved ones. .

Although it has not been ex-

" pressed, racial intent is there,

" nevertheless. Yet if you look at one

" lesson learned at Jonestown you will

- discover that blacks, looking for a

“better way of life, did not look at Rev.

* Jones' color, which shows that

*“blacks will support whites and follow

. them too if a better way is offered.

.. Could this mean that most blacks are

.. more orientated towards a more

- racial society than whites?

*_With this in mind, I have asked

¥ gver and over again,do the events in

“Jonestown relate to Washington,

[t B f 1. o L

“D:C.? Whether you want to accept it

or not there are similarities. Let’s
just analyze some of them: .

Folks in Jonestown left San
Franciscobecause they had given up
hope, Black residents of the District
of Columbia left Washinglon en
masse because they too had given up
hope, the ho%ee of finding decent
housing after being displaced.

Jonestown residents followed a
leader who waved a magic wand and
promised them salvation. In the
District of Columbia, fesidents who
are faced with hunser and no jobs
are looking for leadership and are

being blinded through leadership. .

Jonestown residents gave up their
wili te think independently. In
Washington, D.C. where the
population is reported to be 72 per-

~cent black the residents, through

their vote in District eléctions, ap-
pear to have given up their right to
think and act independently. They,
many in the black community, let
others vote their will because they
don’t go to the ballot boxes on
election day, :

Others are being unknowingly le
with the notion that they are in-
tegrated into the system so they
believe they don’t have to vote in
blocks. While they are being patted
on the back for being liberal in their
voting habits, others are voling in
Ward Three in solid blocks.

To prove a point, in the primary

election Betty Kane received &

seven-to-one vote against H.R.
Crawford . and in the general
election she out polled long-time
activist and community worker
Councilwoman Hilda Mason. From
the number of votes, had only one
seat been vacant Bgttl Kane and not

TEA L maL o a omead fmnen blen

Hliaa ason Coild nave peen ue

vietor.. - -

This has nothing to do with being a
racist or against white people it's
pure politics because it opens the
door tospeculators who dowhat they
want because the black vote is not
solid. .. g ,

In Jonestown, a few lieutenants
wer e placed over the majority of the
population to keep them in line,
unbeknowing to them, of course. In
the District of Columbia a few blacks
are placed in key positions to keep
the nameless and faceless people,
who really ARE the District of
Columbia, . informed. They initiate
the action against that portion of the
black leadership which threatens
their way of life, then sit back and
watch the results as those blacks —
assigned and maybe unbeknowingly
— carry out the nasty task they
began. When asked how could this
happen, we are told, “but your own
people did it.”

In Jonestown as in Washington,
D.C., there are many good people
mixed along side the bad. And as
stated before, it has nothing to do
with color. It is a matter of short-
sightedness. Looking for something
for nothing. To completely give up
one's ability to be an independent
thinker is not only shortsightedness
but downright dangerous. Like in
Jonestown, 1t could cause the demise
of a whole family of pecple — poor
and black People.

The final coup in Jonestown was
for death with dignity and a better
way of life in the hereafter while in
the District of Columbia the final
coup will be the complete takeover of
the city and the excommunication
from office of the majority of its
black citizens.
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Charles B. Seib

What the Medla Did

The spinoffs have begun. Even before
the headlines fade from memory, the
horror of Jonestown has become 2 mar-
ketable commeodity.

Late last week, a team of Washington
Post staffers holed up in the Madison
Hotel to grind out an instant bouk to be
called “Guyana Massacre: The Eyewit-
ness Account.” Thanks to the miracles
of technology. you may be able to buy it
today.

Across the country, a San Francisco
Chronicle team has produced “Suicide
Cult: The Inside Story of the Peoples

. Temple Sect and the Massacre in Guy-
ana.” That, too, should be for sale today.

So in the book department, at least,

" Jonestown has been reduced to a con-

o

L3

test between two fast-moving publishers
—Berkley, which put out The Post’s
book, and Bantam, which handled the
Chronicle’'s—to see who could tap the
morbidity market first. -

There may be other book projects in

“the works. And I suppose that in the

" show-biz warrens of New York and Los

Angeles the possibilities of film or televi-

sion docu-dramas on Mad Jim Jones and

his cult are being run up the flagpoles,
That's the way it is these days, and

© there is no point in decrying it. But be-

“fore the entrepreneurs take over, there

are a few things that should be said
about the coverage of Jonesiown by
the print and broadcast news media.

It was what we call in this business a

* hell of a story. And that is the way we

Gvered it. Acres of newsprint, hours of
air time were devoted to it. All the shock.
ing developments—the airport murders,
the nightinare of mmass suicide at the
Jonestown pavilion, the escalating body
counts, the sickening task of removing
the dead—were reported at lenpth.
Never was the ability of television 1o

' destroy the ingulation of distance more

dramatically demonstrated. Because of

The News Business

the remarkable performance of NBC's
Robert Brown, who kept his camera
operating until he was gunned down,
we saw the airport massacre & matter of
hours after it happened—and in full
color. And soon thereafier we were
taken—and retaken, ‘again and again—
to the body-heaped pavition,

Barely had the television and news.
paper assaults on our senses abated
when Time and Newsweek hit us with
their dreadful color pictures, more hor-
rible in a way than the television pic-
tures ‘because they wouldn’t go away.
Both news magazines displayed bodies
on their covers and proudly promoted
what was inside under identical titles:
*“The Cult of Death.” Newsweek topped
Time, incidentally, with 26 pages on the

. story to Time's 8.

Getting back to the daily coverage the
hype level was mercifully low. That fa-
vorite and, in this case, totally inade-
gquate word “bizarre” was overworked,
of course. And there were a few at
tempts at sensationalizing a story that
was sensational enough. For example, a
Chicago Tribune banner headline; “Re-
porters Visit ‘C;ty of the Dea .

Ac th
As the week wore on there were the

inevitable what-does-it-all-mean articles,
discoursing learnedly on cults and pre-
vious mass suicides and mixing reassur-
ances (it has happened before} with
foreboding (today’s society encourages
this sort of thing).

One eminent purvevor of the hig pic-
ture managed (o relate Jonestown, the
Middle East negotiations and the SALT
talks, the common denominator being a
decline of manners and a confusion of
responsibility and authority,

In assessing the coverage, a nagging

Assoc. Dir. _
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Servs.
Crim. lav.
ldent.
Intell.
Lobaratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp, ____
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs.
Training

Public Affs. OH.

Telephone Rm.

Director’'s Sec'y ___

The Washington Post M

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The Atlanta Constitution
The Los Angeles Times

DEC 11978

Date

¥Bi/DOJ



question surfaces: Would it have turned
out differently if reporters and camera-
men had not accompanied Rep. Leo
Ryan on his mission? Was it the presence
of the press that drave the paranoiac Jim
Jones to his final madness?

It is a legitimate question but an un-
answerable ope, '

Often the presence of reporters and
cameras can be a deterrent to violent or
irrational acts. But in this instance,
there was a fatal, unknown ingredient,
Jones was mad.

It could be—wel never know—that,
when he became aware that the report-
ers were finding members of his com-
munity who wanted out, he realized his
world was erumbling and decreed its

- destruction,

The media have told us what happened
at Jonestown. But the larger question
remains: What enabled.a suicidal mad-
man to take 900 people with him? The
psychiatrists, the behaviorists, the relf-
gionists and even the philosophers will be
chiewing on that one for a long, long time.

I hope they also give some thought to
what Jonestown and its vivid mefdla
coverage did to the rest of us. Can a so-
ciety take .pioaied bodies and irailer-
loads of sbiny corpse containers with its
evening meals and be unchanged? How
much can one read and hear about the
stench of death and grisly mortuary lo-
gistics and come out unscathed? .

Are we emerging from the shared ex.
perience of Jonestown more caring and
more aware of our common humanity?
Or have we, in self-defense, become
harder and more isolated? .

The answers to those questions are im-
portant to the public and the media. But
they must come later. For now we can
say that the media did what they were
supposed 10 do. As society’s messengers,
their job was to deliver a terrible and
frightening message, And they did it well,
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and the Peoples Temple could have been avoided?

(AFRO Photos by Milton Willioms)
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what it signals is that we

avoided for the fill their need seemingly.

DOROTHY FOSTER —

e ! Congressman not to have “When people are in  need leadership because

IU's a terrible tragedy! gone down by himself. I need they need something anytuneyouhavea group
I's the worst thing that I think it should have been  tofill their need, they can eople that're willing to
everheardofinmy life! I more publicized so that be easily mesmerized by Ifow one person to death
reallygivemypeoplealot  this man would have had  cultismor anyth:elzf else. that means that group of
of credit but 1 didn’t think  more protection whether think it's a tragedy.’ people are leaderless.
that they would stoop that e wanted it or not. ANNIE QALTRFR —

low or get involved into
such things as that.”
“1 don’t think that they
were in their right minds.
“I don't know how the
overnment could have
t anything like that go
that far. They are into
everything else, why
weren't they into that?”

CLARENCE ALLEN
LYNCH — “I hope there
will be something done
about it. I don’t think it

as right.

“I hope to God it never
hapﬁem again because I

ink that was terrible.”

CARRIE DUNSEN —
“Well, with a tragedy like
that, the only way that I
know it could have been

“If he had gotten the
proper publicity behind it
the people would have

been alert t{o the
problem.”
DAVID JEROME

MOTEN — “Well, from
what 1 have heard, they
all had their mmds
wrapped up into him.
Peopie are going to do
what they want to do
anyway.

“It was all in their
mental capability.”

BAKER MORTON —
“Well, it seems to me that
it was simply hypnosis,
mesmerism by what the
man said and they were
looking for something to

_papers is true;

LxiNAvAAS WA Ad A AJAN =

“That was the devil that
done that, He was in that
man. I have been very
disturbed about those
people letting them fool
them; giving them ‘that
deceitful gospel. He's an
anti-Christ. He is working

right now.

“People don't use
judgement! They go
around following

anybody. If they had

found somebody who

would have tgught them
the real holiness gospel
this may have been
avoided. He - fooled
people.”

ROBERT ADAMS -
“First of all, assuming
what we read in the
to me,

“At least they dont
have any that they are
following. 1 also believe
that they need to show the
true relationship between
man and God."”

PATRICIA ANN
BLAND—"T don't know.
.. Ireally can't say how it
could have been avoided.
I think they were sick,
really . . . mentally sick
you know . . . It takes a
real strong thing to make
somebo%y do as you
comman

“T really don’t know st
how to put it in words, ews
They laid down there v

looking like cattle who

had Aiad fram draTing in
A13Ad WG 1h Uil 5Anuu5 us

the grass.”

itution
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William F. Buckley Jr.

Did the Jonestowners die in vain?

. C 4
On cccasion I have re-

called with merriment the

story of the man who
walked dejectedly frem
church one Sunday having
becn subjected to a.thun-
derous reiteration of the
Ten Commandments.
Reaching his car his face
suddenly briphtens, and he

looks up at his wife trium- .

phantly: “I've never made
any gravenimages!"’
The story loses its flavor,

but not its bite, one week.

after Jonestown. **You shall
not have other gods besides
me. You shall not carve

idols for yourselves in the :

shape of anything in the sky

above or on the earth below -

or in the waters beneath the
earth’’ — how natural it
now seems that this should
have been the very first
commandment. And how
regularly over the centuries
we have been reminded of
its awful relevance. -

There was *‘the mad at-
tempt of Caligula to place
his own statire in the temple
of Jersualem [which] was
defeated by the unanimous
resolution of a people who
dreaded death much less
than such an idoelatrous
profanation,” recorded by
Gibbon, who in ‘a later
volume went on to write of
the fatimite caliphs, among
them “‘the famous Hakem, a
frantic vouth, who was
detivered by his impiety
and despotism from the fear
either of God or man, and
whose reign was a wild mix-
ture of vice and folly.”

And yet — and vet: Did

they, reaily, die in vain? °

Certainly the answer is yes,
they died in vain if nothing
is to be learned from their
dying. But to say that Jim
Jones was a monster, which
indisputably he was, is not
to say that he presided over
monsters. No more can it be
said that everyone who died
for Hitler, or for Stalin, was
monstrous. The men and
women who lined up as
meckly as the Aztecs (I can
hear Phil Harris already:
“What I admire about the
Aztecs is they did it without

H

Kool-Aid""}  understood
themselves to be dying to
uphold a principle. What
principle’ The grisly re-
mains, far gone in putrefac- |
tion but still fleshly, seem
suddenly to have been Jost
to us as irredeemably as an- .
cient civilizations.

There are living pot-
sherds, and they mumble
something about how they
believed that Dad would
lnok after them, how they.
would build a socmhst soci-
ety free of strife. They were

wornen, but they were capa-
ble of giving their own lives
in return for an idea!l reified
in the jungle of Guyana,
and it is wrong to despise
them, wrong even to de-
spise those of them who
administered the pmson to
their children.

The energumen was the
leader. But he preyed not
on the worst of man, but the
best. -

He did not exhort his
flock to pillage, plunder and
conquest. Jimmy Jones has
his fasces, and from all ac-
counts they were liberally
used to keep in Jine those
whose restive intelligence
or natural hedonism ques-
tioned the ideals or resisted
the spartan regimen. ‘

But there is no account-
ing for what finally hap-
pened except that it was a
collective act of hara-kiri.
There are the surrounding
mysteries: among them the
strange, lockstep arrange-
ment of the corpses. But
perhaps that too was re-
hearsed, and the exalting
idea of form was also disfig-
ured by the - macabre
symmetry. .

No doubt they will raze
Jonestown, as they did
Berchtesgaden, and
properly so. But there is no
expunging of the massacre
from the memory. It is the
supreme rebuke of our civi-
lization. We, heirs of
Chartres and the beati-
tudes, who count among our
progenitors St. John of the
Cross and Aquinas, breed a
race ‘of men and women

who, lvoking about them, go
to-Jimmy Jones for solace,
for protection, for fulfill-
ment. Wiit Mr. Califano find
the need for a fresh divi-
sion?

No, there is no role here

for the state. *“In things that
prejudice the tranquillity or
security of the state, secret
actions are subject to
human jurisdiction. But in
those which offend the
Deity, where there is no

U st _ public act, there can be no
undiscriminating men and ©

criminal matter, the whole
passes between man and
God, who knows the meas-
ure and time of His ven-
geance.” Thus Montes-
quiew.

There was of course a

public act — the killing of
the children. But mostly,
the act was public in its
mute rejection, under the
baton of a madman, of the
alternatives our civilization
proffered those wretched
people.
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S.-help needed in Guyané
J.S. help needed in Guyang
R T IV N A R

UCH AS WE would like to depart from the
! terrible subject of Jonestown, it will not go;
away. Nor can any American this week afford to *
forget it, for hundreds of American citizens still”
are unaccounted for in the wake of that sweep of '\5_
suicide and siaughter thai has left the world
aghast. .

More than 1,000 people were reported to have
been in the Guyana enclave of the late Rev. Jim
Jones, and 409 bodies have been found there,
poisoned and shot. A small number of Jonestown
people who somehow escaped the orgy of death
have been located in the vicinity, or wandered in,
and a handful of Jones’ more dedicated followers
who didn’t take the suicide route were arrested
by Guyanese authorities.

So what happened to all the rest? No one

. seems to know exactly how many people were in

the camp, before Saturday, but a conservative;
guess seems to be that the known dead account ‘
for only about half, or perhaps less than half, of i

the total population. \

'Hence there are 400 or more Americans
son.ewhere down there — most of whom fled the
final terror, and may be lost or hiding in the
almost inpenetrable tropic rain forest which
covers vast stretches of that region. ‘

Some may be traumatized — terrified of
jdentitying themselves to anyone who comes
near. Beyond doubt they are suffering frightful
privations of hunger and perhaps sickness. Some
may be dead there in ihe jungie. Gthers may be
armed and hiding out, having participated in the
shooting of their neighbors &t the canfp who
hesitated to take the_cyanide. Some~of; these
coyld well be fanatics with other shootine in
mind, vengeance killings of defectors fafin’ thd
Jones cuijt a_nd ot.ners deemed “qunjlgs_fé -;.:',.: oo

And the sad truth is that no adeguate se
is.being conducted for ali these mgsi g piéf,i‘;' ?R
small contingent of ahout 150 Guyanese troopg. is
doing the searching. and with pitifully small
resplts. For more than four days now, the
survivors have proven elusive, angd—as-we said,

man
m wgl l}:‘r-cfbab{y‘are lost and may be unable even
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The Guyanese military, caki<efd, is a very
small outfit—and obviously its capabilities;are
quite limited. It may never find all, or even \ery
many of those people, if left to its own resourizes.

W Plainly, American help is needed for the
sejrch, and we think the president should offer it
arid urge the Guyanese government in the
strongest possible terms to accept it. And
President Carter should do this quickly, for the
sun is hot and the jungle is deadly down there
and those survivors, and any escapees who bear
criminal guilt, have to be found if there's any
way of doing it. -

The best way would be to airlift a battalion of
Marines, or jungle-trained army troops from the
Panama Canal Zone, to Guyana to get the job
done — to go through those jungles with a fine

cogb. L
e

yThis would have to be achieved with
apgroval of the Guyanese government, but §
suc an urgent mission of mercy such approval
surely should be given. If the president is able to
bend the leaders of Israel and Egypt, ke should
be able to get something going ju_Guyana to
lotatE These survivors before it's tog Igte.
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|Editor’s mail-box

[}edication proposal “

'fJ What became, unfortunatd]y
one of Congressman Leo Ryan’s I{ist
projects in San Mateo County, was a
request to the National Park Serv-
ice for a study of the Sweeney
Ridge area in Pacifica.

He felt that an urban park on
this site was both desirable and -
possible. This 1,100 acres of open
space around the San’ Francisp
Bay Discovery Site has magnificet‘{l
‘iews of hoth the bay and thE
{icean.

S propose that this magnificent
area be preserved as a memorial to
our congressman. It is well known
that Leo Ryan had been in the
vanguard in support of urban
parks, and it is only fitting that this
one last piece of close1o-The City
open space be dedicated to him.

1 invite Leo Ryan's constitu
ents, especially those in Pacifica, u\
}tin in an effort to implement this

proposal. ., e
Tenmira Nala Nutinn

.d“llllf EIUIL LS
 Pacifica 4

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

52 S.F,Examiner

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 11-23-78
Edition: Streets

Title:

RYMURS
Churncter:
o SF 89-250
Clnusiﬁt:uliungg
Submitting Office: SE

Fei/D0J



kD350 (Rev, 10-1977)

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

World Press  —— -

A Story That Shocke
Even the Newspapers_.

New York

The world press reached for its
boldest, blackest type to report the |
unfolding Guyana horror story. i

Yesterday, as the saga contip-
ued to command headlines for thje
" fourth day, newspapers every- -
where seemed as shocked as their
readers by each new revelation of
suicide and murder.

Some papers told the story

Jvith religious overtones and others

’Eresemed it as an indictment of the
merican lifestyle, but most let ‘-‘

%raphnc photos and climbing death !
igures speak for themselves.

While the Vatican Daily Osser-
vatore Romano spoke of “the futili-
ty of a pseudo-mysticism which
betrays the cause of man because it
betrays the cause of Christ,” other,
Italian papers were less philosophi
cal.

The conservative Rome daily h
'l“fmpo outdid all its competition
wlith a picture of a vat of poison and,
?{caption: “Lemonade with Cyanide
or 400.”

In Moscow, the official news
agency Tass saw the People's Tem-
ple commune as a “symptom of the
ngtorioug American way of life” !
and was quick to link cull leader |
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Jim Jones with prominspi-Ameri-
can cal figures.

In Greece, national papers told_
tpe story through banner headlines|
Hch as “Meal of Death Given
Forcibly to 83 Children,” and
“Scenes of Horror in the Butchery®
Which has Shaken the Whole

World.” .

The Journal de Geneve, in
Switzerland, commented: “Al
though it took place in South
America, this terrifying story be-
fongs 1o the United States. Waves of
religious feeling are apparently a
constant of American history.”

. A leading Hong Kong newspa-
pkr termed the tragedy “too horri-
bie to imagine — too weird to be
tjue,” and in Paris, the daily
France-Soir emblazoned the title
“La Folie” (Madness) across its front
page in letters more than three
inches high. ;

The news of mass Jonestown }
suicides drew large front-page
headlines in West Germany's tab-

loid papers and prominent displays

on the inside pages of the “sermus"
NYwWEpapers.

In Poland, the leading Warsaw
dajly, Zycle Warszawy, carried a
len; rt from Its New York
correspondent, teiling readers that

even the normany difficult-tgshock
AmericiTis 3T hearing of tE‘i:e G:uy

ana story and asking, “Is it posgi-
blie?” sﬁ

| P G R W g g gy |

Japanese papers carried hea Ej«

coverage of the ongoing story, a
one shid in an editorial: “The mass
suicide incident bares out the
dreadful madness hiding behind
the modern society and culture.”

Australian newspapers devoted
much space to the story starting
with the day Congressman Leo
Ryan was shot in Guyana, and one
journal noted that California has
been the breeding ground for "so
many of the less worthy cults.”

In Israel, newspapers were un ,
formiy restrained in their handling|
of_the Pgople’s Templeatery—

Reuters
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After Guyana—-—what could hap er}

(Indlcate page, name of

. . newspaper, city and state.)
The emotionalism over Guyana pap o

shouldn’t be allowed to prompt witch Iunts
______ PR lanlawmoac ¢4 - il Al

against duyuuuy WO OEIoNgs 10 a Cuit Oty
commune. r_t N

Nobody’s calling for investigations of
A every commune in the country—yet. But
- ( the thinking could go this way: Jim Jones -

~once hobnobbed with the country’s leading
politicians. If he can persuade 400 people
to kill themselves, what are some of the _
other cultists gomg to do? The authorities

had beiter find out before it's too late.

After all, situations far milder than '

Guyana led to the inquisitions and w1tch 18 The Tribune

~—— | hunis of the past. a

| | Admittedly, no one is llkely to be hung

am a witch in the twentieth century. Oakland,Ca.

But it's a fair bet there will be calls foi
spying on small cults throughout the coun’

try in the name of prevenung another u‘uy%

ana. It’s easy to v ?ue Date: 131-22-78
-upset by a commu ex‘! ndy g Edition: gSyunrise

an mvesngatlon and whlspenng, “Remem--

ber Guyana.”» » e R A es
This doesn’t mean that ﬂeo’ple Title:

shouldn’'t be alert for abuses of RYMURS

rights. Guyana is one place where the

thorities should have stepped in sooner. B Character:

the tragic results of disregarding the activi- or SF 89-250

ties at Peoples Temple shouldn't be allowed | Classification: 89

:?u;:treate a climate of suspxcxon and dns Submitting Office: SF
il The United States was founded on the

principle of religious freedom. Unless
there's good evidence that violence or ch
cinery are masquerading as religion, tli
authorities shouldn't mterferil’lt_hmtha
freedom. —

FRi/DOJ
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‘Unfortunately, though, people with
rigid “fd&4s~of right and wrong fiave Tong
ysed stories like Guyana as scare tactics. 4‘

~ Let's hope it doesn’t happen this tim i

v B .
Guyana will be even more of a*tr-afed‘y
ir it becomes a weapon tq restrict the Ireg
doms for which this countyy iwas foungled
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. F“'Iﬂ:bTS, kettles and politicos: Sup. newspaper, city and state.}
-Quentin® :Kopp, already running hard for
Mayor, has been the most vocal of all City Hall
figures In blaming “local politicians,” such as
Rivals Moscone and Milton Marks, for their
‘éarly ‘atpport of Rev, Jim Jones and his
:People’s Témple. Yet it was Kopp's own Rules
+Committee-that approved Jones for the job of _ -
‘&nivt of the Housing Authority, and the fuli _
_Roard (Quéntin Kopp, President) that voted the ‘
nal okay on Dec. 3, 1976. Quentin’s Koppout:
Al thought all nominations by the Mayor had —
jeen thoroughly screened by the time they

reached us.” i i
. * * % |

ADD RECIPES: Kool-Aid and cyanide, the 43 S.F.Chronicle
S killing comhbination no one will ever forget. To

*aal-a T onm 3
make sure | spelled the name right, I bought a

packet of Kool-Aid and found every word on San

. the package to be laced with irony: “Unsweet- Francisco,Ca.
¥ ened Soft Drink Mix — Add Sugar — With
? _Vitamin C”. . . As] was staring at the packet,

- aquating “C" with cyanide, Reporter George

‘Pusheck called with a reminder that a decade
; Date: 11-24~ 78

-4go, Noyelist Ken Kesey had turned on entire o8

erowds 8¥: devotees, without the knowledge of Edition: Home

Jome L?Lputting LSD into punchbowls filled

&ith #dbi.Aid. This, you might recall, inspired

Ane of Tom Wolfe's best books about the Title: RYIMURS

?}vfg,ll,Sixties: “The Electric Kool-Aid Acid

B )

“fledt* 1.2 Over there at General Foods Corl}., I

T ver dreamed that sim:jle, |
,.g%g%gﬁff‘:gﬂb;i{es asid st?’l’ano!-A_itds:&% ll!ri ‘ Chmcm—! o
"@merge as an ingredient in a dark 4nd or  oF 89-250
@E&wu mix ) glas?lﬁcatlon': 89
R .:_:%"""“—" . % % i ubmitting Office: S|
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L.ADMNDA The reference here Tuesday to
“The Emperor Jones,” Eugene O'Neill'S great
1920 play, sent Newsman Joel Pimsleur to the
cvclo edla where he found the connectivn
t(E Jim Jones even more striking than I futst
iraagined. These words about O'Neill's plot, for
iristance: “As he rushes through the jungle, he
becomes more and more the victim of his own
terror. Jones retrogresses on the evolutionary
ladder, becoming a participant in a slave
auction and finally the victim of his — and

" AT hil
"y =Y
manking s adoriging: 1ears ... Meanlwilé,

Pimsleur, along with some of the rest of us, is
trying to assess the role of the media in the
awful events of last weekend. He underlines
these words by Washington Post Cortespon-
dent Charles Krause, who wrote from-Guyana:
“What had started as a zany story, about A,
(fongressman wanting to investigate a freaky
eligious commune in Guyana was_pg jongs
za1y.” But was it ever, really? And did E‘
media tag along in the hope of an “even

anlrinds shariginal fanrc

Would the tragedy have taken place if tlg

press had not been on hand?
questions. N :
' B I

LIFE GOES ON, cont’d: Since I'am not
too sure of my own ground, I will refrain
from identifying the local TV ehannel which
showed long minutes of horror from Guyana,
tfler which the anchorman said, “And now

nnnnn fomvann dalotadl crvnwic ?? Ad swhink

:F,IC 3 [1I4AlLIT uctiv UC“, \'I’lt.ll JIPULLY. AL WILILY

Down at San Jose State, things are in chaoy,
too — their head coach has resigned.” '

[ S ——— st i il

* K *

ame deleted) said in sprightly fashmr{,
J
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LETTERS "TO. THE EDIT{)

(Mouut Clipping_in Spuce Relow)

E)nesfown Tragedy

Editor — The Jonestown mas-

sacre is a disgrace to the.nation. "P'

I
agency of person who wos ap- i
proached by the famikes of the? 1

The politicians, FBl and any other

members for help should hang
their heads in shame. It &5 the same
old story with our government --
o tragedy such as ths has to
happen before anything is done to
avoid it.

The other cults should be
investigated — and thoroughly — !
before it happens again. The
parents and friends of the Moon-
ies have been pleading for help for
years, with absolutely no response
to their pleas. it appears to me
that political support from these

organizations i more important :

than the lives and well-being of the :

inmates.
L. HURLEY
' San Francisco,
ii i

4 ®
Editor — When a San Fronc! -
co citizen wakes up and reads bf
the slaughter of a congressman
and four others on o mission to
free people from the clutches of a
madman  evangelist, he & sur-
prised, to say the least. But when
we recall that the leader of the
commune was once chcmman of
the San Francisco Housing Au-'
thority, the reaction is understand- ;
ably one of sheer amazement.
And if we are not amazed, we
should be.
EDWARD PARKER
San Francisco

° '1

Editor — . . .| find it hard
comprehend why it tokes the
fring of a gun and the loss of life
before something s finally done to
open, the eyes ot .tha _ Siate

Deportment

{Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

68 S.F.Chronicle

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 1].04~78
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ine tact that Rev. Johes
became politieaty wiffuential in Sa
Francisco i ludicrous. The obvious
support from Sacromento makes
it leven more so. The thought of
“.!'ncn‘ might have hoppened if he
had not left for Guyano ond
continued hl:s mc:squerad?! ctrs a
religious spokesman actually temi-
fiesg me, a3 the thought of i}e_vf -
Jones fergfes . those  vho "gre.
imﬁma‘thei hves Yaday: ;6.
l Loy ITICH ‘f'gm-n_muaysaocae_-
fﬁtﬁ? s terroris, no mafter
what ' may be telated 14, & in
itsett frightening. Té know that
tear, as did Congressman Ryan
and his porty, but making the
fact-finding mission anyway,
shows the concem for human life

v had. Thot concern and
inding the truth cost them thes
i

es . ..
The truths we seek and fi E
must always be written and

presses must never be silenced. |
believe than an example has been
set, but ot a very high and tragic

cost ., ..
DOLORES IKINSELL A
San Leondro

Editor — To see a photo of
Congressman Leo Ryan lying dead
on the Port Kaltuma airfield near
Jonestown, and then hearing As-
semblyman Willie Brown asking us
to remember the “‘positive” side
of Rev. Jones and his Peoples

emple makes my stomac,
urn. .
Why doesn’t Brown, for onc
eep his mouth shut?
CARLTON LEE
e 300 Francisco
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‘ifASHINGTON — Something is horribly

amiss with the internal security apparatus
of the United States when a progpective first

—4

1ady, Rosalynn Carter, is allowed to share & political

platform with 8 suicidal fanatic ilke the Rev. Jim
Jones.

Dae Mowmsnm ~ H
Rep. Clement Zablocki has pledged that his com-

mittee will follow up on the investigative work done
by Rep. Leo J. Rvan before he was murdered. Why,
Zablocki warnts to know. didn't the Department of
State move seriously investizate the complaints of
human rights viplations coming from Johes’' concen-
tration camp in Guvana? Bu! that is only the first
question to be asked, only the beginning of the inves-
tigation.

Seventvtwo hours after the murdersulcide in
that jungle had made world headlines, U.S. journalists
had found countless individuals who told of shake-
downs, extortions, kidnaping, brutality, suicide re-
hearsals and murder pacis—all while the Rev. Jim
Jones was still a respected political figure in }iberal
politics.

Rep. Ryan's interest, in faci, was piqued by a
personal account of how a former student may have
been murdered by elements of the People’s Temple—
more than two years ago.

If even & handful of people were aware of this
insanity. why didn't the police know about it? Why
didn't the FBI know? Why did no one alert the
Secret Service traveling in 1976 with Mrs. Carter,
who appeared atongside Jones? -

Lt
ies )

The Guyanan government. not unexpectedly, has
sought to shift the blame to the highest officials in
the United States. We did not "let a bunch of
crazies” into our country, they have said—but acted
only after Jones produced gushy testimonials from
Vice President Mondale, HEW Secretary Califano,
Roy Wilkins of the NAACP, Bella Abzug, Hubert
Humphrey and the first lady.

Mrs. Carter's letter was a brief handwritten note,

.sent to the Rev. Jim Jones after the professed "“Marx-

ist socialist” returned from Cuba in 1877. As of this
writing neither Mondale nor Califano has found any
record of the claimed fulsome tributes to Jones’ ac-
tivities.

Was the Guvanan government misled by Jones? If
our political leaders did not provide the bona fides
for the Rev. Jones and his People’s Temple, who did?

Many., mony  guestions need answering. Why,
wasn't the Secret Service alerted to keep Mrs. Carter
miles awav from a certifizble madman like the Rev.
Jim Jonez® How did the People’s Temple, whose
membership was ferrorized in the United States,
manage to ceouire a franchise in Guyana? Where did
Jim Jones get the credentials to make himself & guest
of the Guvanan governmenl—and an acguainiance of
the first Jady?

Have we so stripped the FBI of its investigative
tools that it can no longer penetrate a dangerous,

suicide-prone orgunization #s large and visible es the

People's Temple?
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How California Has Become

' Home for a Plethora of Cults

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Special 10 The New York Times

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 29 — In the
thick catalogue of cults, sects and move-
ments that dot the California landscape,
the People’s Temple fell somewhere be-
tween Wemmner Erhard’s est and the Sym-
bionese Liberation Army, somewhere be.
tween the Esalen Institute and the Man-
son family, somewhere amid the integral
counseling centers, the life-context work-
shops and the plethora of obscure Asian
religions.

But as disparate as are the countless
groups that make up the burgeoning sub-
cultures of what some call Cultifornia,
they are strung together like so many
mismatched beads on a single, indelible
thread. That thread is the confluence of

i A Stopping Place

- California has always been a favorite
stopping place for cults in search of uto-
pia or a refuge from hostile surroundings.

But in the last decade, this state has
begun to spawn, and to export, a panoply |

el
of cults that includes home-grown off-

shoots of Eastern religions, radical politi-
cal movements, a variety of neo-Chris-
tian sects and a veritable supermarket of

. self-awareness movements that have

those who seek answers and those who

seek to give them.
For a handful of groups like the Man-

& i ag e ViAo aaiit Lain staiass’

son {amﬂy and the S L.A., violence was

always an inextricable part of their exist- -

ence. Lately, however, otherwise peace-
ful sects like the People’s Temple, their
sense of paranoia heightened by a self-
imposed insulan’ty, have begun to react
with violence to signs that their move-
ments may be threatened.

1t was followers of the Rev. Jim Jones,
the Temple's founder, who 12 days ago al’
legedly murdered Representative Leo J.
Ryan and three of the journalists who had

P T e | o hic fast fimding trin

= I
. Ibwulycuucu 1im On nis IRGLTRIMGWLENE VY

: tothe sect’s commune in Guyana.

P

An Attack by Rattlesnake

Two members of Synanon, an orgniza-
tion that was founded 22 years ago to
rehabilitate drug addicts and alcoholics
but has since evolved into a self-con-
tained alternative community, stand ac-
cused of having placed a rattlesnake in
the mailbox of a lawyer who had opposed
the group in court.

Behind such outbreaks is an undertone
of violence that seems peculiar to Califor-

nia, one that has its roqts in the clashes
between the police and student radicals

. here more than a decade ago. Since then

California has witnessed the Zodia¢ mur-

* ders, the Zebra killings and the Skiid Row

stabbmgs, dozens of riots and bombings,
two atlempts to assassinate President

‘Ford and, just two days ago, the murders

of Mayor George Mascone of San Fran-
cisco and City Supervisor Harvey Milk.
While Californians are asking why so
many of these things happen here, there
is considerable resentment over the sim-
plistic explanation heard most often out-
side the state — that Camorma. espe-
cially its northern quarter, is the ‘‘kook
capital’’ of the world.
. “We who have lived here a long time
resist that description,” Herb Caen, the
newspaper columnist, wrote yesterday.
“What others call kooks we look ypon as

characters in a charade we smile at.””

to be known collectively as the
human potential movement.

The list of philosophies that have been
conceived here, or that have moved here
from elsewhere and flourished, seems to
be without end. Among the best-known
examples are the Korean-based Unifica.
tion Church the Children of God, Lhe In-
ternational Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness and even the Church of Satan,
founded a dozen years ago in San Fran-
cisco by a former circus lion-tamer
named Anton LaVey. .

Such movements, and those who lead
them, have found their way here largely

because California, and especially San

Francisco, with its tradition of intellec-
tual bohemianism, has always been more
tolerant than most places of the bizaare
and outre.

But to those who have studxed the ques-
tions seriously several other reasons are
apparent, among them the unceasing
migration to California in recent years of
more and more young people who are
looking for new lives.

One of those seekers was Larry
Schacht, a young Texan who, in the tur-
bulent summer of 1969, packed a few be-
Jongings and left behind his troubles in
school to join the tens of thousands of
other young pecple who were moving
westward.

Lonely and confused, frustrated by the
V;emam War and profoundly unsure of

his future, the éarnest young man, like so-
many of his contemporaries, finally
came to rest in nearby Berkeley. There,
according to his friends, he tried drugs,
dabbled in meditation and  Chinese
philosophy, experimented with macro-
biotic diets and took an active role in
polmcal protests.

But it was not until the young man was

introduced to Jim Jones and the People’s

Temple that Larry Schact gained a sense
of purpose that had eluded him for years,

Encouraged by Jim Jones, he re-enrolled
in school and became a doctor.
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When Mr. Jones moved most of hi$ ad-
herents to Guyana, Larry Schacht went
along to carry out his stated dream of
performing missionary work among the
Indians there. But so completely had his
sense of self become entwined with of his
personal savior that when Jim Jones de-
creed the mass suicide it was, by all ac-
counts, Larry Schacht who mixed the poi-
son that the faithful, himself included,
used to end their lives.

What Larry Schacht found is not typi-

mal H
vait

Tt freirm what ic bnnam ~F his s o
o BAUL LIV YPIjal By DU L UL LD t.lUGDl.
he came here for reasons not unlike those
that have propelled hundreds of thou-

sands of young people toward California.

*The End ofthe Line’

“They're unhappy and dissatisified,
and there's not much further you can
go,” said Bernard Diamond, a Berkeley
law professor who has long been inter-
ested in the phenomenon. '*California is
the end of the line, although some of them
have tried to po farther by embracing the
Eastern religions.” In another time and
place, he said, *‘not a few of them would
“either be institutionalized or put in
jail.” ,

**They're lonely, unhappy people look- |
ing for a home, and these cults provide in- I
stant roots. People who have been un-
happy for years find instant satisfac-
tion.”

They do not run to the East, most of }
themn, but to California, a more hospita- |
ble environment for those who are down
on their luck or what Dr. Margaret Sing-
er, a Berkeley psychologist, calls “be-
tween affiliations,” in the wvulnerable
periods between college and a job, or be-
tween Careers or marriages.

They run toward California with its
long history of social innovation, toward *
the place where the Beat culture was
born two decades ago and the campus
revolution after that, where the sexual
revolution was first noted in the classified
advertisements of the Berkeley Barb,
where the counter-culture’s early experi-
ments with music, drugs and communal
living were performed in the laborato
of the Haight-Ashbury. '

California’s Own Allenated

Not all of them are migrants, of course.
California’s own people are alienated as
are others, and in a state where one of
three marriages ends in divorce, there is
an abundance of men and women be-
tween affiliations. _

Nor are all them young; most of those
in the People’s Temple, in fact, were over
50 years old. But these older peaple, the
great majority of them black, were
drawn by Jim Jones's visions of integra-
tion and fundamentalist Christianity. The
younger, white members of the cult, the
ones who became its lieutenants and
spokesmen, were among those seekers
who 50 often find answers in California.

According to Dr. Singer, who has inter-
viewed more than 300 former members of
cults and sects, many of them are much
like Larry Schacht: young, white,
middleclass, idealistic, frustrated, crea-

tive and intelligent, victims cast adrift by

the social upheavals of the '60's.
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CULT KILLINGS YIELD
CRITICISHS ABROAD

Many Commenting in World Press’
Say Deaths in Guyana Reflect

American Sacial Failures

By ROY REED
Special to The New York Times

LONDON, Nov. 29 — Much of the
world’s press sees the mass kiflings of the
Rev, Jim Jones's followers in Guyana as
a symptom of failures of American cul-
ture and of special lunacies of life in Cali-
fornia. ‘ ,
- In editorial comment on the deaths,
newspapers in ali parts of the world have
referred to California as the home of an
‘exotic fringe and a spawning ground for
violence. The view was summed up by an
editorial in The Statesman of India,
which referred 1o the state as the “home
0f a hundred strange cults from the
merely dotty to the disgusting.”’ %

The left-wing press has been especially
harsh, describing the event as a fruit of
‘American imperialism and capitalist op-
pression. The Soviet press has taken up
the theme that the deaths were a
“‘tragedy of American dissidents."

*What has happened in Guyana,”
Pravda, the Communist Party newspa-
per, said yesterday, “is one more page il-
lustrating the tragic fate of American dis-
sidents who could not find a place for
themselves fn America, just as they could |
not find it in any other country.”

Iliness Lald to Monopolles

The biweekly Sovyetskaya Kultura
said on the same day that the event re-
flected a “‘grave illness” permeating
American society. 1 said the illness was
caused by the rule of great monopolies.

A number of commentators have sup-
gested that the Jones cult and others had
sprung up because of the decline of organ.
ized religion and a groping for substitute
spiritual experiences. Some have sug.,
gested that the lunacy that they said was
80 easy to see in California might welt
exist in their own societies, and with simi-
lar consequences.

One of the longest and most sober ana-
lyses appeared in The Economist, a Lon-

‘don weekly. In its leading article last
week, the magazine noted that organized
‘religion had lost its hold on much of the
.educated middle classes of the world and
that this was perbaps the first time in his-
lory when “to be intetligent and educated
1s also to be without religious belief."’
.. The Economist saw a searching for
new forms of spiritual experiences and,
in the experimentation, a disorderly tend-
ency that was both “hopeful and terrily-

ing.”

e

‘America 20 Years Ahead”

"~ “The cults and sects and communities
which are Jooking for new ideas in this
field are most numerous in the United
States because America is, in this mat-
ter, too, 20 years ahead of the rest of the
world,” it said. *But they are to be found
‘in Europe, west and east, and in many
other places.””

The Times of India wrote of the Califor.

nia paradox “‘that yokes tegether un-.

bounded riches with spiritual desolation,
unbridled individualism with hermetic
isolation even in the midst of society."” .
The Jdpanese seemed shocked by the
Guyana event. It was page one hews, with

" lurid pictures.

A Japanese magazine, Asahi Graph,

commented, **Of course, this is all weird .

and shocking. But can you say that such
insanity does not exist near you, close by?
These days we say that we have explored
“the entire earth, that we know all regions.
But the unexplored continent that re-
mains is the heart of man."”’

Canadians Seek Inquiry

A few editors, notably in Canada, used
the Guyana deaths to demand that their
goverfhiments look into their own local
cults. The Canadians, although insisting
on the private nature of religion, saw the
need for an investipation o! certain
groups.

Ps
* The Toronto Sun called some of the

groups “pure ripoff,”” and said the sin-
cerity of the cultists was not the point.
Sincerity is no virtue,”” it said. “Heli,
Stalin and Hitler were sincere."”

Several commentators compared Mr.
‘Jones, the People’s Temple leader, to Hit-

fer, but none of those were in Germany.
There, the analysis was more restrained.
For example, Welt Am Saonntag, the
weekly newspaper, concentrated on the

‘nature of California, *‘the place where
-U.S. Civilization is the most perfectly de-
“veloped, the richest, most populous state

which embodies the future of America;
but where the ‘American way of life’
grows its most bizarre blossoms.”’

A Roman Catholic newspaper in Brazil
thought the deaths were caused by a
*“tendency toward mysticism,'’ and that
theme was struck by the Rev. Gino Con-
cetti, the theologian ol the Vatican news-
paper, L'Osservatore Romano. He con-
demned ‘‘the uselessness of a pseudo-
mysticism that betrays the cause of man
because it betrays the cause of Christ.
Christianity is a religion of life, not of
death.”

Journsalism Role Questioned

An Egyptian columnnist, Mustapha
Amin, writing in Al Akhbar, wondered
why Mr. Jones had not been siappe
much earlier by the police or the Central
Intelligence Agency. And, he demanded,
“Where was American journalism?”’

One Nairobi newspaper called the
events in Guyana a ‘'sad commentary on
American society,” but most press reac-
tion there was muted. So was the cover-
age. At one paper, a debate erupted be-
tween African and white sub-editors, with
the whites arguing for greater play of the
story and the Africans saying it had no
great significance. .
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+  Comment in China was limited. In an
article describing the suicides, the
Hsinhua press agency offered only tig

" following brief comment: “This brutal in-

" cident has shocked the scientifically and

-materially highly developed American

. society. It outstandingly reflects the
spiritual oppression, emptiness and frus-
trationt of people under a capitalist sys-
tem.”

! A Lebanese newsman looked at the

' grisly pictures from the People's Temple

at Jonestown and said, “We've been com-
_ mitting mass suicide for the past four
years. Sowhat'snew?”
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\l Assoc. Dir.
' Dep. AD Adm.
Reflections After Jonestown k&~ poepe A0 v

| - ir.:

In the vastness of human experi-  Mankind has lived thm“gh“‘;ﬁ;h Adm. Servs.
ence, it is of course possible to find BB°S before. ‘A Distant Mirror,” his- Crim. Inv.
precedents and parallels to the cultist 1orian Barbara Tuchman entitled her Ident.
mass suicide in Guyana. Yet even by 1€V history of the 14th Centuty. The Intell.
the standards of history. Jonestown dominiant event of that era was the Laberatory
stands as an extraordinary event, beg- Great Plague, but even before its on- Legal Coun.
ging reflection on the age in which we 5% in 1348, the age was marked with Pion. & |
live signs of social disintegration. The R °"'M :""'

: - church that had been the core of medi- ec. Mgnt.
.Ionzs?f(g:o llt:s \ﬁ; ?:n::::::gt,m.]ig: eval life had split, with Popes at Rome T“‘h-_ Servs.

v P and Avignon excommunicating each Training

. nicely enough in the profusion of reli-
gious cults over the last decade. There
have always been cults, of course, and
some of them have matured in ways
that give a precious measure of dig-
nity to those who might not find it
elsewhere. Still, our time has grown
an especially rich and disquleting
crop. The most prominent cults re-
cruit and maintain devotion through
disturbing techniques of social condi-
tioning and mind control. Their intens-
ity invites violence, and even before
last week there were lesser examples
of it—the slaying in Thatland of an
American reporter investigating the
Children of God and the rattlesnake
attack on a lawyer invoived in litiga-
tion with Synanon.

These religious mutations, too,
echo the great political turmoil of our
century. Violence is even more famil-
jar to the political cults—first Uru-
guay's Tupamaros, the Weathermen,
the Red Brigades and ethnic terrorists
of various stripes. We have stood wit-
ness to numerous genocidal revolu-
tions, Cambodia being the most recent
and worst. We have fought two world
wars. In the Holocaust we have seen
new heights in systematic murder, We
have lived through a time when two of
the three most powerful nations on
earth, Germany and the Soviet Union,
were ruled simultaneousty by men
who were certifiably insane. The 20th
Century has been an assault on senses
and sensibilities.

other, and the high priesthood flam-
boyantly corrupt. The onset of the Lit-
tle Ice Age brought famine to the
peasantry. England and France were
repeatedly at war.

The reactions included the Pastou-
reaux, a peasant uprising led by an
apostate monk and an unfrocked
priest, Within the Church, the Frati-
celli insisted on utter poverty and
were suppressed. The French king
suppressed the order of the Templars
with charges of witcheraft, and the In-
quisition turned its attention to alieged
witches. The flagellants went from
town to town fogging themselves
bloody. Both the flagellant and Pastou
reaux movements culminated in cam-
paigns to exterminate the Jews, many
of whom burnhed themselves and their
families in their homes when the mobs
threatened death. Still later in the cen-
tury came the Ddarse Macabre, 8 cult
of death.

“On the downward glope of the
Middle Ages man lost confidence in

his capacity to construct & good soci- .

ety,” Mrs. Tuchman writes. She
closes her era in 1453, when English
losses in France ended The Hundred
Years War, the Turks took Constanti-
nople and Gutenberg invented move-
able type. Yet the grief-ridden l4th
Century also saw the birth of the Re-
naissance in Italy. And in 1517, Martin
Luther posted his 95 theses on the
church door at Wittenberg, unleashing
the new religious energies of the Re-
formation and counter-Reformation.
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An earller era, and one perhar-
even mare analogous to our ownm,
chronicled in Gilbert Murray's classic.
**Four Stages of Greek Religion.” Pro.
fessor Murray wrote of the late Heal-
lenistic Age, after about 300 B.C., the
twilight of a clvilization not to be
matched for nearly 2,000 years. After
Aristotle and Alexander, the Greek
gods had lost their relevance and the
Greek city-state no longer seemed a
fitting form of government. Athens
had suffered stunning military defeat
in 404 B.C. The times were marked by
natura! disasters, plagues and earth-
quakes,

Astrology. Mr. Murray wrote, 'fell
on the Hellenistic mind as a new dis-
ease falls on some remote island peo-
ple.”” Diogenes led a philosophical
school called the Cynics, who advo-
cated dropping out of the world. There

was new worship of the occult powers
of animals and plants. And even more
notably of tyche~fate or fortune.

“A failure of nerve’ was the
phrase Mr. Murray used to describe
the Hellenistic sensibility when he lec-
tured at Columbia University in 1912,
and during the 1960s the phrase was
frequently appiied to our own sensibil-
itles. He depicted the Greeks as con-
sumed by a sense of fatlure and self-
doubt. The rationalism that had pro-
duced Aristotle withered into mysti-
cism. Greece was incorporated into
the Roman Empire. And in one of the
cults of the time mankind found a new
spiritual beacon with Christ and St.
Paul. _

Our own century shows many
symptoms, Jonestown among them, of

" being a similar time of flux, an inter-

stice between eras. Old beliefs have
decayed and new beliefs have not
sprung forward to replace them.

The decay of religion is unmistaka- .

ble. The appeal of the cults expresses
the profoundness of the human will to
belleve, the longing for the certainty
of faith. The last place anyone would
look today to fill this longing is any of
the mainstream religlous denomina-
tions. They have little time for faith,
being preoccupied with such issues as
how to govern South Africa. Even the
Roman Catholic Church, with its mil-
lenniums of experience in sortng
evil and good in the religious impulse,
is losing its power to touch the soul.
Those who most hunger for belief find
it at best in Born Again Christianity,

~ or, precariously in Sun Myung Moo~

or at worst, in the Rev. James Jone. |

Yet it is not only religious belief
that has declined; so has the powerful
secular faith that sprang from the En-
lightenment. The power of reason, the
power of science, the belief In prog-
ress--all are coming under increasing
doubt. And in the secular world as in
the religious one, it is often the estab-
lished priests who lead the trend.

The scientists who invented the at-
omic bomb also started a magazine
with a doomsday clock on the cover of
every issue—a stunning testimony to
their own guilt and a stunning symbol
of their own doubt that science is
good. Today one can feel the scientific
world tremble at the accumulating ev-
idence for a “‘big bang™ origin of the
universe. It raises the question of
what came before, and the sclentists’
most fundamental faith is shaken by
being brought face to face with their
inability to answer ultimate questions.

The most powerful eschatological
vision of our day was offered by ho
less elitist & group than the Club of
Rome. Progress leads to doom, it
broadeast. While the club recanted in
part, the notion still has powerful
sway over our educated classes, With
the New Frontier and Great Society,
our élites learned that science and ra-
tionalism cannot solve the problems of
urban slums, let alone win wars in
rice paddies; now they wonder
whether rationality can answer any-
thing at all.

* % &

Spenglertan gloom Is an under-
standable reaction to Jonestown and
to our age, but it is an incapacitating
disease. The external problems con-
fronting our civilization are not as
menacing a5 the Black Death or the
Roman legions. The answers to ocur
immediate atflictions are not compli-
cated. We need to keep militarily
strong to insure that the new era was
not borh with Viadimir Lenin. We
need to keep a sound currency and lift
oppressive taxation and regulation
that stifle economic progress. There is
every likelihood that doing this would
usher in a new belle epoque.

The question is internal, whether

. we have the will to do these things.

Whether we have faith, either reli-
gious or secular, that the future fs in
our own hands. We do not seem to find
this faith in our leaders, efther politi-
cal or intellectual, But there is hope
that we are findiag it in the people,
who are less inclined toward guilt and
self-doubt,

As for reflective man trying to live
the responsible life in an age of tlux, a
final observation. We need to preserve
the great ideas of the Enlightenment,
but they are threatened by them-
selves. The skepticism of reason is
now turning on reason itself, in part
because of the exaggerated claims
made in its behalf. To say that man
can never be completely understood,
as Jonestown stands withess, is not to
say there Is no truth. But we need to
start looking less for questions to ask,
and more [or answers to affirm.
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‘Explaining’ J onestown to the Children -

How do we explain to our children
the horror in Guyana? Early last week,
I ran out of words. The familiar terms
=Aragedy, madness, violence—that
serve well encugh in transient seizures
of mayhem like the Berkowitz murders
or Attica suddenly reveal the limits of
language.

Jonestown was too grisly a death rite,
and too deep into a mass séance of evil,
for even profound explanations of devi-
ant behavior to offer guidance. if we
look for analogies from the past, none

-¢an be found. At best, we have bits and

pieces taken from ancient history and
current events: the 964 Jews of Masada
who took their own lives in AD, 73
when Roman soldiers pressed in, the
power of a Charles Manson to con his
followers into thinking he had paranor-
mal powers. - - ’

But the defiant mystery about Jones-
town remains: How could so large a
number of Americans simulaneously
let go of so strong an instinct as per-
sonal autonomy? The final death rite of

drinking Kool-Aid and cyanide may not
have been a totally free-will act for ev-
eryone—the camp was guarded by
armed goons—but mass suicide had
been discussed often. The liturgy itself
had been rehearsed several times. Dis-
cussions between fathers and mothers
had to have been held on the methods
of infanticide. “They started with the
babies,” said a survivor.

The martyrologies run back through
the centuries with accounts of true be-
Yievers accepting death for their cop-
victions. But the Jonestown suicides
were anything but martyrs in the tradi-
tions of, say, Thomas More allowing his
own beheading or St. Stephen not res.
isting his fatal stoning. The purity and
idealism that first prompted those two,
as well as all the martyrs, to accept
death was 85 firm at the end of their
commitment as in the beginning. -

This was Jacking in Jonestown. The
eult of the Peoples Temple is said to
have begun well. Feelings of love and
brotherhood that mark the usual first

huog-in fervor of comnunes were pres-
ent. But then the feet of the charis-
matic Jones were seen to be made of
the coarsest clay. Whatever idealism
may have pervaded the Peoples Temple
in the San Francisco of the Jate 1960s, it
had vanished in Guyzana.

‘We will never know the subconscious
obsessions and derangements that
changed Jones Irom a respected pastor
and influential political power broker
into a sadist, fanatic and violent mon-
ster. But it is known that he concocted
a list of enemies who, he told his follow-
ers, were ever lurking “out there"—
sometimes in the jungle just beyond
the fences of Jonesiown of in federal
interference from Washington. This
character deformity is nothing new in
tyrants. It was well-described by theolo-
gian Paut Tillich: “The weakness of the
fanatic is that those whom he fights
have a secret hoid upon him; and te
this weakness be and his group finally
succumb,”

What has come out of Guyana to date

Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech, Servs.
Training
Public AHs, OH.
Talaphans Rm

' §s a torrent of questions, but only & _

trickle of answers. My chiidren, of
gradeschoo! age, have been taiking
with their classmates about the stacks
of bodies, the guns, the dead congress-
man and the jungle escapes. We have
talked at home about it, too. I would
like to think that the strong solvent of
their youth can dilute the impact of so
heinous a denial of life. As an adult, I
know that it is too much to think aboat
for too Jong.

Distractions will soon enough float by
«the football games, passage into Christ-
mas and Hanuka, worries about infla-
tion. If our children see that we are help
Jess 1o explain the events in Guyana,
then perhaps that awareness is one of
the rites of initiation into adulthood.

If we are not hesitant to push our
children into churches and synagogues
1o confront the mysteries of faith, then
we can expose the young also to the
mysteries of human behavior—even if
they are coarse beyond imagining. This
isa time to confess *J can't explain it™
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wie Cultists
i 'ims of Neads,
Experis Theorize

BY LOIS TIMNICK

Times Humen Bebavisr Writer

The Pecples Temple cultists caught
up in last weekend's horror in Guvana
were not a weird collection of freaks
mesmerized by a madman, but simple
vicums of needs that “locked in” to
Rev. Jim Jones' wvision, psychiatric
experis say.

And their actions, though carried to
the extreme of suicide and murder,
are consistent with what is known of
how humans behave in certain group
situations.

Unlike most cultists, who tend to be
young, middle-class whites, however,
the Pec ples Temple was made up pri-

arily of working class blacks. They
were attracted to Jones by his plan
for a society in which racial and eco-

nomic unfairness wouwld be eliminaty

7
ed, s2id Dr. Lows Jolyon West, chair-

man of psychiatry and bichehavioral
sciences at UCLA and director of its
Neurcpsychiatric Institute,

An expert on cults, he has observed
the Peoples Temple for the last eight
jears. '

Jenes' followers were not runaways
fleeing the drug culture, like the ear-
ly Mconies or Jesus Freaks, or
voungsters alienated from their fami-
lies, ke said, but rather incividuals or
whole family alienated from “the lar-
ger social family.” In exchange for a
promise of a new lLife, they willingly
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Continued from First Page
suspended individual judgment to that
of the group, which was in turn
shaved by Jones umself. -

.. The mass suicide is not without
histonical precedent—ihe most fa-
Tous being that of 960 Jews at Masa-

- €3 in the 1st Century. Neither Masada
Tor the Guyzna deaths could have oc-
curred without the group’s agree-
ment. They were not imposed by a
:eacer acting alone.

“Thiz wouldn't have happened if

sey hzd staved in California,” West
said. "But they lived in total aliera-

tien from the rest of the world in a
iingie situglion in a hostile country,
And when it appeared that their
s:rusture had been broken and retri-
tution forthcoming, they decided to
dizirnsiead.”

San Francisco psvchologist Marga-
ret Thaler Singer added, "It is when
grouns become paranoid about ‘them’
—the outsige world out to destroy
them—that the possibility for -
clence comes in."”

Cult experi Dr. J. Thomas Unger-
leider of UCLA said he doubted that
many of Saturday’s victims even
theught about what they were doing
but consicered it just another loyalty
test, hize a fire drill. Or, he sad, it
could be that they fell victim to what
prychiztrists call “identifying with
the azgressor,” enthusiastically parti-
cipziing in their own destruction.

His colleague in a national study of
cwt groups ranging from the Hare
Krishnas to the Children of God, psy-
choicgist David K. Wellisch, said cult

cllovers removed from any feedback
fram the oatside world and dependent
on their leaders for information and
decision meking, gradually become
unable to think for themselves,

And once 2 member trades his own
Jidzniity for that of the group, should
“the leader panic, the panic can spread
like zn infection, he said.

Different kinds of people join dif-
ferer: cults for different reasons, the
experit sav. But thev all share at
lezsi three cheractensiics, said West,
wha nzzowritten widely of cults and
mweihing. They are:

—A sense of dissatisfaction, disillu-
sionment or alienation from society as
it already exists.

—A sense of revelation or dis-
covery at having been shown or
found a different way.,

—A willingness, even a desire, to
lose or subjugate one's individual self
1o a larger entity. The idea here, he
explained, is to lese the ego or con-
scious self, which often has been hurt
or bruised in some way, in a larger,
stronger, nobler, ideaiized venture
with an idealized leader.

Singer estimates that there are be-
tween 2 million and 3 million young
adults between the ages of 18 and 25
affiliated with a -cult. She said be-
tween 250 and 2.500 culis exist, de-
pending on one's definition, ranging
In size from a handful of members to
many thousands.

The line separating a cult from 2
religion or commune seems & fine one.

But Singer suggests that eults are
groups that usually hzve a charismat-
ic, seif-appointed, living leader, a
double set of ethics (honesty for in-
side, deception for outside) and fol-
lowers who are required to forsake
their past lives for group living and
solicitation of money.

Who is vulnerable to such cuits?
They are usually young people who
are drifting, looking for something
and drawn to those who seem to have
found the certainty they long for.
They may have trouble making deci-
sions, trouble controlling such im-
pulses as anger and hostility, sex or
drugs.

They find satisfaction in the strue-
ture of the group, the assurance that
they will be accepted, cared for, re-
lieved of decision making and helped
in comtrolling their destructive or
self-destructive impulses—the rigidi-
ty of Synanon being a good example.

Some experts think this suppressed
hostility erupts into violence when
group membders become paranoid
about the ouiside world, the “them”
out to gestroy “us.”

West said cult candidates come

from all sorts of families, but Unges-
leider noted that many entering culis
have no strong ties to their parents or
religious backgrounds. Many are the
children of successful, well-to-do
parenis and fee] they can’l “follow
that tough act.” Many come from dis-
interestedly permissive homes.

But they are not crazy. Studies by
Ungerleider, Weilisch and others of
people both in and out of cults indi-
cate they are often bright and legally
sane.

Overall, Ungerleider said, “the fact
of joining a cult has nothing to do in
any signj.ﬁcanrt' way with any overt

‘mental illness.

A curicus person may at first be
cverwheimed by attention from so
many smiling, certain new friends. He
may be physically prevented from
leaving, in a jovial way, then indoctri-
naied into the group's beliefs, cut off
from outside input. Brainwashing, a
term that has almost lost all meaning,
is seldom necessary. N

Step by step a cult member gives
away his conscience, old values and
his decision-making processes to the
group leader, Singer said. The leader
pits his followers against the outside
world, and mob psychology then
takes over with its own momentum.

People remain in the cult because it
continues 10 meet their needs, be-
cause they lack the strength to break
free or any viable alternatives, or out
of fear, whether real of imagined, of
retaliation. They must work long
hours, usually soliticing money to
support the group, and are often de-
prived of sleep and proper diets.

Forceahle removal and “depro-
gramming” of members after they
have belonged to a cult for a vear or
more is likely to be unsuccessful, stu-
dies have shown,

Cults zre not new but have arisen
throughout hisiory whenever there
has been a breakdown in the struc-
ture of society.

The current wave of cults began in
the 1960s and peeked sometime be-
tween 1974 and 1576, the experis say.

I
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Temple Culfists
Victims of Needs,
Psychiatrists Say'
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it’s Suicide Believed One of Worst |
Culi’s Suicide Believed One of Worst
WASHINGTON —Mass suicides have occurred through-

out history, but historians and behavioral scientists say
that the deaths at the Peoples Temple Commune in Guya-
na was one of the largest suicides in history and the first of
that magnitude in the Americas.

Most of the 409 persons found dead so far committed sui-
cide. Others may have been shot or forced to take poison. -

Perhaps the best known example of a mass death pact
occurred in AD 73 when 960 Jewish zealots encircleﬁ)y
the Romans at the redoubt of Masada chose to die as free {Indicate page, name of

people and took their lives rather than face slavery. newspaper, cily and state.)

Norman L. Farberow, codirector of the Los Angeles Sui-
cide Preven;:&n Center a:ddda (Egsnical psycgolggifst. s:ul'ld
that to find 400 documented deaths in a suicide before the _ T
Guyana tragedy “you would have to go back to Masada.” =2 %%%IEQN GELES

What sociologists describe as “altruistic™ suicide stems
from a belief that commitment to an ideal, in some cases LOS ANGELES,
patriotism or religion, is more important than life. The
|phenomenon has oceurred regularly throughout history.

—Japanese soldiers and airmen during World War II
took their own lives in suicide missions and to avoid the
: shame of capture by the Allies.

3 —In the Middle Ages during outbreaks of pestilence,
Deiciaidh many people preferred a speedy death to long suffering.
Incidents were recorded of large groups of people crowd-
ing to the seaside and leaping to their deaths from cliffs. ———

—In ancient times, Greek and Roman historians told of
incidents in which inhabitants of captured settlements
threw themseives to their deaths from rocks.

Kent State University sociologist Jerry M. Lewis called —
mass suicide an outgrowth of “collective hysteria.” The
qﬂhenomenon was especially powerful for the Peoples

egple members because of their jungle isolation, Lewis

ERLSPIRTNORPRPp Wt © RN, W

“I think there is a Patty Hearst effect,” he said, referring
|to the newspaper heiress who was kidnaped by the Sym-

bionese Liberation Army but later helped them rob a bank. 11 /2 2 /7 8

“People become so isolated from a normative system that Date: .
they take on a new normative system, under which death Edition.-W €dnesday Fin
is the goal.”

J Mass suicide has not been adequately studied, Lewis Title: CULT SUICIDE

said, adding, “'A lot of social psychologists will be winging
their way down there (to Guyana) to do research.”

As for the Peoples Temple victims, Lewis said, “This is
one of the largest mass suicides in contemporary times, if

Character:

in fact it was suicide.” RYMUR
European history abounds with reports of religiously or
Se.w motivated mass suicides. Classification:
= E Richard Stites, professor of Russian history at George- Submitting Office:
town University here, said a virulent outbreak took place Los Angeles

in Russia during the second half of the 17th century. A
oup called the Old Believers broke away from the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church snd were threatened with reconver-
sion by the official church, he gaid.

“Thousands burned themselves alive,” Stites said. “They
assembled in log huts, churches and other buildings, most-
in the northern regions of Russia. They would
te the buildings and perish. They felt it was far better
die in flames than to burn in heil by accepting what
ived as g heretical church.” o

FBalL/DoJ



~The Qld Believers grew owt of a movement k
conviction that the worid wouid end in the year 1666. At
that time, the reign of the Antichrist was to begin, they
thought. Because of their belief, a wave of fanaticism be-

gan.

James George Frazer in his book “The Golden Bough”
wrote: “Universal suicide was preached by fervent mis-
gionaries a8 the only means 10 escape the snares of the An-
tichi-isl;andtopassfrommesinsandaorrownofthis
wor

Starvation was at first a favorite mode. One old man
founded a home for members of the Old Believer cult. it

had no doors or windows, The bellevers were lowered
through a hole in the roof and a hatch was battened. Men
with clubs patrolled the outer walls to prevent the escape
of those of weakened faith,

Frazer said the movement did not spare children, who
were promised that they would find sweetmeats and honey
in heaven,

The Qld Believers resorted to fire when starvation
proved too time-consuming. Frazer wrote that “hundreds
and even thousands” died during the mania, which subsid-
ed at the end of the 17th century.

The last recorded occurrence of an Old Believers mass
suicide occurred in the Russian village of Tiraspol in 1897,
when 28 people buried themselves alive to svoid being
counted in the official ceneus,

The group believed that lists were the work of the An-

Patriotism has accounted for most mass suicides in
modern times. Members of the Nazi hierarchy were sup-
m to take their own lives when Adolf Hitler killed

imself in the closing days of World War [I in Europe. Re-
latively few did, however.

Japanese troops in numerous cases did commit mass sui-
cide. Reporis on the U.S. invasion of the South Sea island
of Saipan cite instances of Japanese officers uging their sa-
murai swords 1o behead their comgligt troops. Crowds of
Japanese also were seen leaping cliffs and blowing
themselves up.

There is a recorded incident of an encounter by U.S, ma-
rines with (gfm)dmatgly 100 Japanese troope at an area of
Saipan called Mari Point. From a distance, the J;
were seen unfurling their flag and bo to the marines.

Egen they pulled pins from grenades and blew themag|ves



O!S_GLIMD IN GUYANA —Soldiers with @ mo- Koituma. In bockground is the bullet-marked
gun keep wotch at the airport at Port plane where Rep. Ryan and four othere—digd.
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A PHENOMENTY OF HISTORY

wutt’s Suicide Believed One of Worst

EY BILL DREUMMOND

Times Statf Writer

W ASHINGTON —Mass suicides have occiirred through-

out history, but historians and behavioral scientists say
that the deaths at the Peoples Temple Commune in Guya-
na was one of the largest suicides in history and the first of
thal magnitude in the Americas.

cide.

Perhaps the best known example of 2 mass death pact
occurred in AD 73 when 960 Jewish zealots encircled by
the Remans at the redoubt of Masada chose to die as free
pecple and took their lives rather than face slavery.

Norman L. Farberow, eodirector of the Los Angeles Sui-
cice Prevention Center and a clinical psychoiogist, said
that to {ind 400 documented deaths in a suicide before the
Guvana tragedy “you would have to go back to Masada.”

V'hat sociologists describe as “alirvistic” suicide stems
from a belief that commitment io an ideal, in some cases
pairotism or religion, is mere important than life. The
phenomencn has occurred regularly throughout history,

—Japanese soldiers and airmen during World War 11
took their own lives in suicide missions and te aveid the
shame of capture by the Allies.

—In the Middle Ages during outbreaks of pestilence,
~any people preferred a speedy death to long suffering.

noidents were recorded of large groups of people crowd-
122 to the scaside and leaping to their deaths from cliffs.

—1n ancient times, Greek and Roman histerians told of
i~zidents in which inhabitants of caplured settiements
threw themselves to their deaths from rocks,

Kent State University sociologist Jerry M. Lewis called
mese suicide an outgrowth of “collective hysteria.” The
vuencmenon was especially powerful for the Peoples
Teré:ple members because of their jungle isolation, Lewis
said.

“1 think there is a Patty Hearst effect,” he said, referring
16 the newspaper heiress who was kidnaped by the Sym-
bic=ese Literation Army but later helped them rob a bank.
“Pecple become so isolated from a normative system that
thev take on a new normative system, under which death
is the goal”

Mass suicide has not been adequately studied, Lewis
gaid, acding, "'A lot of social psychologists will be winging
their way down there (to Guyana) to do research.”

As for the Peopies Temple vietims, Lewis said, “This is
one of the largest mass suicides in contemporary times, i
in fact it was suicide.”

Eurcpean history abounds with reports of religiously
maiivaied mass suicides.

Richard Stites, professor of Russian history at George-
town University here, said a virulent outbreak toox place
in. Russia during the second half of the 17th century. A
Zroup cailed the Old Believers broke away from the Rus-
$:an Orihedox Church end were threatened with reconver-

:on by the official church, he said.

rusands burned themselves alive,” Stites said. “They
=g in log huts, churches and other buildings, most-
the northern regions of Europezn Russia. They would
cite t- 2 buildings and perish. They felt it was far better
¢ ¢:# in {lames than to burn in hell by accepting what
Y=y rereeived as a heretical church.”

{re Oid Believers grew out of a movement holding the
that the worid would end in the year 1668. At

Most of the 409 persons found dead so far committed sui- -
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wrote: “Universal suicide was preached by fervent rr%is-
sionaries as the only means to escape the snares of the An-
gc(:)lgést and to pass from the sins and sorrows of this
Starvation was at first a favorite mode. 0

. One old man
founded a home for members of the Old Believer cult. aIL
had no doors or windows. The believers were lowered
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thraugh a hole in the roof and a ha:ch was battened. Mé&
with clubs patrolled the outer walls 1o prevent the escage
of those of weakened faith, ;

Frazer said the movement did not spare children, who
were promised thatl they would find sweetmeats and honey
in heavern.

The Old Believers resorted to fire when starvation
reaved 100 lime-consuming. Frazer wrote that “hundreds

FoWYOM WU WD UL UL S 1AL W VA wale sawaiids T

and even thousands” died during the mania, which subsid-

ed at the end of the ITth century. .
*  The last recorded occurrence of an Old Believers mass
suicide occurred in the Russian village of Tiraspol in 1897,
when 28 pecple buried themselves alive to avoid being
counted in the official census.

The group believed that lists were the work of the An-.
tichrist. )

Patriotism has accounted for most mass suicides in

modern times. Members of the Nazi hierarchy were sup-
nnced tn take their own lives when Adnif Hitler Lkilled

FUJ»U U v LIl WL ST e il daa AL mil/A  BRESAW RS
himself in the closing days of World War I in Europe. Re-
latively few did, however,

Japanese trocps in numerous cases did commit mass sui-
cide. Reports on the U.S, invesion of the South Sez island
of Saipan cite instances of Japanese officers using their sa-
mural swords to behead their compliant troops. Crowds of
Japanese alse were seen leaping from cliffs and blowing
themselves up.

There is & recorded incident of an encounter by U.8, ma-

rines with approximately 100 Japanese troops at an area of
Saipan ralied Mari Point, From a distznce, the Jananese

DGR LEIeU JaELL AWV 2V B M w&prGaIte

were seen unfurling their flag and bowing to the marines,
Then they pulled pins from grenades and blew themselves

up.
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Present Indicative

GRAY SKIES dripped sadness and sorrow
over San Francisco yesterday. Headlines told of
tragedy and madness in steaming jungles.
Radio stations, chattering and nattering to stay
abreast of the news, fired salvoes of bulletins,
interspersed with commercials for laxatives

and deodorants, and taped tips on gardening.
Television newsmen looked grave as they
recounted the incredible turn ‘of events. It is
too grandiose to say “the people were stunned”
vesterday, but conversation was not casual. It
was not the usual Monday morning melange

49er talk, opera talk, party talk. Small tatk w

.a, casualty. The thoughts could almost be se

drifting off to that faraway landing strip, to thj
dead, the dying and the dream that became

* ¥ W

“LIFE IS A mosaic,” Jerry Brown is fond
of saying. Over the pain-wracked weekend, the
mosaic was there, but madly askew. The bloody
tile of Guyana threw everything else out of
Kkilter. As is always the case when great tragedy
strikes — tomorrow is the 15th anniversary of
John F. Kennedy's assassination -— “normal”
events turn unreal. On Sunday, KCBS newsra-
dio tried valiantly to stay on the story that
emerged so slowly from that primitive shoul-
der of South America. Television scrambled to
catch up, and anyway, it was a football day. For

nce, not too many people cared. It was also the
j lay of a grand occasion at the Opera House j—
Kurt Herbert Adler’s 50th year in opera, 25th F
ur impresario. The timing was off _
* A K

HOW TO judge the insanity surrounding
the end of Rev. Jim Jones and his strange
mission? A common theme is “Who could
have expected THIS?”, but perhaps Gotter-
dammerung was inevitable. Step by step, Jim
Jones and his followers retreated from the
comparative reality of the San Francisco
ghttio—tv the impassable jungles, where

- B
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madness could take root. Good mem anu
womemafe dead — therc is the sorrow:-Eere, |

politicians scurry to find new positions for! gid not have this on my shoulders, I doubt I
themselves — a sorry sight. There are: those, could ever be happy knowing that two-thir(ls
(who were impressed with Jim Jone§ and. of the world’s children have no future bijt
ater changed their minds. A lesson learned.” the prospect of starvation and of lives ‘nas ;r,
' * ok ok ! . | brutish and short,” as Hume discerned long

1 MET JIM JONES twice. We had iong ago.” ) :

Inrhaoe asely in hic paranr hara hafnra hao
WL, vai ly 434 11125 Al ooy HTLG,, Joiuvic 11T

N w
became a political figure. I found him appeal- | -~ .
ing — soft-spoken, modest, talking earnestly of | FURTHER ALONG, he reflects: *I think 1
helping people. If he was a con man, he was Will always bear the guilt of knowing that this
masterful at it, even dressing the part in a model socialistic society should have been built
severe black “uniform,” actually a leisure sujt. in the U.S. Perhaps, if I had communicated -
When I wrote a couple of favorable items about Somehow differently, I could have exposed
him, the mail flooded in from People's Temple these liars who have so callously tried 1o ruin
members, almost every letter identical, as What ‘has been for many people the only
though they had been ordered. Unnerving., chance they had to make something OUIZJL?f
Then came rumors of discontent, and Marshal}l their lives ... Many of the young people who
}’E]dufrs and Phil Tracy's first story in New came here were alienated, angry and frustiat-

mueh of a responsibilily to be the adminis-
tratorcf-this socialistic society. But.exean if 1

e e
= =

" West magazine, based on dissident testimony. 1 e€d. They were tired of the hypocrisy that cried

vvas skeptical of their story, but they were on Over ‘human rights’ while they were being
buried alive ... The society we are building in

,Guyana has given people who were considered
the refuse of urban America a new sense of

the right track.
‘ * ok *

WHEN JONES moved to Guyana, ostensi-
bly so he wouldn’t have to give up the son he
had fathered by a Temple member who had
defected, 1 dropped him a note, wondering why

he did not return to face the growing criticism

2L RAARS a2V AN vuad Al MU 20LD sl pa RV aa A anavaiaa

and harsh rumors. . ‘

“1 felt and still feel,” he replied on April 3,
“that it is necessary to protect my child from
being used as a pawn by people who have no
real interest in him.” (He also spoke of his fear

pride, self-worth and dignity.”
S * x %
GRAY DAY.Iread and reread these long,

nmmantinnal lattare fram thic lattar.dav l{h‘l-
CIIUVLIVILIAL ICLECEI S I Willl VIS 18Tl waay ‘ARS

peror Jones of the Jungle and try to eq jhte
his words with his dark deeds that l;Lve
destroyed so many good people. The mystery
remains, thicker than the rainclouds ever
San Francisco. mm——

- that the church would lose its tax exemption
oiffer his having fathered a chiid out |of
wedlock). “All my life, I have endured the ppin
of poverty, and suffered many disappojnt-
ments and heartaches common to human kind.
For that reason, I try 10 make others happy and
secure. So many who are suffering are not
happy unless they see others suffering as well.
Perhaps that is why I have tried so hard to
compensate for that factor, apd make this
society a joyous one that celebrates life.”

* N K

IN ANOTHER LETTER, he wrote: “For
many years, I have existed on the premise
thiat | am needed, because long ago I realizell
what a cruel hoax life is, how false illusion
arp, how unjust. Even here in Guyana, F
place of great physical beauty and tremen:
dous potential,“I"#m” not ‘happy.’ It is too
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Fxpert Urgesy
‘Watergate’ *
Probe of Cults

San Diego

Ted Patrick, a religion depro-
grammer who has served two jail
terms for his efforts to wean young
adults from cults, said yesterday he
has warned for years that it would
take a large-scale tragedy 1o get
government officials to act.

“I am surprised that it didn’
appen two or three years ago,
said Patrick, referring to the mur
ders and mass suicide blamed o

the People’s Temple sect in Guyana.

Patrick, a San Diego resident,
said in an interview he has received
calls from anxious parents about
the People’s Temple sect since 1971,
but had not deprogrammed any of
its members.

Patrick urged a Watergate-
style investigation of cults and
lied for new legislation to protecs
ople from what he called “menlaﬁ.
W§dnaping.” ' ]
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terror lurks

e

in many cults

by Scoit Winakur
Staff Writer

__aw_.-

The nightmare in Guyana is over — for n

Bui Easibay experts in the psychology of u.asa
behavior and cultism say it could come back t

haunt us again.

The setting would be different. The cast of

characters would have changed. The leading actor
wanld have a different name,

WWOUIU 11avT a SsiiCicat b
i
|
y!

!

The horror, however, might be identical.

i Dne observer noted that there are more than
100 sects that oppose socicty’s dominant institu-
tions,

Neil Maxwell of Lafayette, a Moonie * T—o—
rammer,” contended that many of them resori‘ to
both mental and physical torture.’ ‘l

He said any one of these sects cou Id behave
! k tha nvana rontinoent of "!fi e‘:\}"'l Fid S Temp

1Kt in¢ sUyana CconLingcnl of the I
it

s back was against the wall.

“Tt’s difficult for the public to understand,” he
said. “It’s sick and really very, very sad.”

The danger of wildly irrational, violent behav-
ior by a firmly united group always will be here,
others say, as i}n as our socicty harbors alienated,
purposcless pic who desperately crave some-
thing — anything — that can give their lives mean-
ing.

1

1 P - N 2 : P
{ Jim Jones had the answers for hundreds ot
le. !

" They gave him their will power. . L
He gave them love, a sense of self-estee;:rf a

mission in life. _y

Hitler practiced the same magic. Sb;"ﬁi"id'
Charles Manson. .
-

1f death lay at the end of the d:ctator‘s rain- "

. bow.-£0-Begit. For most of the followeg_of }m

Jones, there was only one way. —_—
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Psychologists Margaret Singer of UC Berkeley
agd Novid S‘z%nford of Bt:rkelr:yg s Wrighﬂ'ﬂs—sﬁ;ﬁe
bgtieve they know why.

4
Singer, an expert in the psychology of brail)-
whashing who testified at the Patricia Hearst tr ‘
described how a would-be leader gains a following,
grows in power and then collapses. i

The pattern was followed to the letter in the
case of the People’s Temple.

" “Usually the people susceptible are rather lone-
ly souls. Rescarch shows that about a third of them
arc severely distressed, psychologically.

f “The other tworthirds are normal individuals
who are relatively depressed and between meaning-
ful attachments.”, f

¥

The allure of the leader and other cult meﬁ‘j-
bers, Singer explained, is an implicit offer of “ijj-
star‘;;_, unconditional love — a sense of belonging.

Singer said the group will grow o a

int
whre its thembers, prompted by their leader,

gin

io helicve the rest of the werld opposes

el ana
S TEN -

! . "People ofien are znnoyed at them
i— for not letting relatives contact
rabers, for example, :

“In order o keep their allogicucoe,
ine Jeader kas to cut off cult membews
irom thawr {amilics, {rom olid support

SysLims, .
“The leader belicves a ccrtaiL

amount of manipulitiion has to be

done 1o voei peozle o feifow Bim."”

His goa! 1s making the cuit "the
only visibie reality.”

{-"Bu: familiarity breeds contempr.

Afier 2 time — weeks, menihs or yoars
=k eult members ez fo see thar their
lwader isn't @ great man, aiicr &l Per-
haps their cnormous trust has been
msplaced. :

Additionally, the group may have
physicelly iselited itseid o rewam ts
idoeete Sool purny, I its envirenment is
unpie: sant, the usly of the group is
placed under Turther swrain.

This actually happened with the
Feople's Temple. Jotes moved a faree
portion of his congresanon o a re-
n.ate ccuntry, Guyanus, whore condn-
Lchs woere primicive and hkardships
doubtless yreat cven for the poor peor
pi¢ who janed Jones, said Singer.

The pegmning of iho-esd—esrives

when the leader himsel{ begins to
brezdgiv. e

» In fact, reports from Joncstow
showed that the former shining light
of Geary Bouicvard had become &
p;rcssud, filled with sclf-pity and aP

cales csatat Al
parently suicidal.

“The group got demorzlized,” soid
Singer. “He was no langer scrving his
purpose — the idealizeq, pericer lead-
er. . :
The appearance in Joncsiown on
Friday of Congrecssmun Leo Ryan,
journalists and relauves of calt mem-
bers was the obvious nigger for Satur-
day's dire cvents. ' :

Singer said disaffected members of
the Guyana congregation probably reg-
ognized in Ryan a “ric with reality.”

“Thov bad want 1 to ro back [or i
lowe, long time. Byt there hiad boeon nd
way for thens 1o leave.

Siravnltaneousiy, she speevlated,
Joues's own pirsons! orisis deepencd.
v oand lot it all oo
He
his

ki

“eo just gayve
He was panicky and decimated,
fast comtrol and e s did soiae of
foliovers.”

The massacre and mass suivide
that followcd appear to be unigus iu
maodorn history. But Singer says Jtdy
simply represenicd the logical owt-
come of a ciivationin which hundeods
of prople already had “relinguish
their own consciences” to do their
leader's hiddmg.

“It was just one mere step in oa
procedure where they gave away thair
rcedom.”

Although Singer remains largely
balflvd by the spocific psvehological
chemistry that could have caused the
mass suicide, she noted that, as a

-actical mnatwer, it might not have
gt-cn ditficult 1o induce.

“The leader starts a kind of ritual
thevve practived bofore. Thore's an
alinost trancelike obedivnee.” .

A asave of contogiemsTTeads

[ threvgh the zroup, she said, and one



by one cult muendwers take thely own
h\'ufs e

iShL conended that, after 87 davs
iex o, B Daerimi ll ars! sin :
HE Bt Ciosur, FAinhy 11darst Sl
1d

wat griven 1o do what others to

Dr. Nevitt Sandord Lkeped the mos-
sacre of Plvan and odher outsiders to
M) Lai ”1’1 fast ‘c-mury's 1cr1'ndu0n
of Amciicar ian 5
government,

“When people commniit these collee-
tive acts of violenze it's usually be-
cause of a bolief systum in which the
victimns are seen as the embodiment of
cvil and less than human.”

Sanford said Congressman Ryan
and }uS aroup probab l'- appuared to bel
the “devil incarnawe’ 10 Jones and

sorie of his followers who felt “quite

virtuous in mowing them down.”

UC Berkeley sociologist Charles
Block, a student of sects such as Syna-

Hale Bk } B (. m“ i are hxhﬁﬂd‘- ‘GI‘I‘.;“JJE{""
u..‘nul Jones was insang.

e aleo pudlcl"d that, with Jones's
Ica;ah, Peaple's Temmple would fold in
livd years.

RBut at 1iiv some time exrperts were
tssuing thol posi-mortems en the Peo-
pic’s Tempiz, forisor acquaint saces of
Sim Jones voere renembering the dead
minister’s davy of glory.

Nr. Nathan Hore of San Francisco,
wiro is both a sociolopist and a olinical
psychologist, recalled a three-hour
micvting with Jones and members of
the People’'s Temple before Jones
moved to Guyana.

"I was impressed when §went into
the temple. There was goed bluss mu-
nc‘ African dancing, professienal-

Quuily citerfainment. You poi caught
u the incod.

Jones was soft- snokcu apd «elf
asturcd. He had a voice that was soo-
whin Tie spohe eloquently and with
COTRT-ONNOM.

i

“Hie thomes were fieedom and in-
L."‘\--: 1 oharmwoeny, He had his own
weeool sodialising Capialists would he

b ruf'.*"*—m-'rh obles ey seodd be

porsiiadod 1o share vheir viches.

re had not been_a racist so-
cictv, there would not bave been a
need for im Jones.
ca!

H [ &4

:‘,:

I cfrur‘l‘ N1 e ouite
10 st ulte
q

uck me as g
meonta E v, quite relaxed.”

Bur Itare admitted Joncs col:ld
have changed drastically.

He sp;cu]ared, however, that mem-
bers of the People’s Temple were pro-
voked into acting as they had

“I think they probably were infil
trated, like the student movement of
the '60s,” said Hare, a onutime politi-
cal activist.

“The infiltrators are the very ones
likely 1o provoke the vichnce”

Hare said he t'houg,}n it was possi-
blc ihe Lnifc assault on Congressman
Ryan bofore the massacre was the
work of an “infilirator.” .

Rev, Ceetl Williams of San Frari!ris—
co's Slide Memorial Church alsofre-
moemtbered the pesitive aspecets of #im
Jones's ministiry. :

“It wes a successful ministry, He
was working with real problems —-
drug addicts and alcohelics and pris-
oncrs and ox-prisoners. e told me
how ou several oceasions he stayed up
all night working with pcople on their

’ probh ms.

“Undoubtedly he was very effcc-
tive at certain points. The Jim Jones |
knew was humanitarian. He met a lot
of needs.”

Bui Williams said he was sickened

v reports of coercion and violence in
ttn hm:k $ h,mpic and appalled jy
the incilints in Guyana.

~ "1 belivve in nonviclence and mdk-
ing—sure=people have fréedom of
choice,” he said
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i £AsT ROLL OF FILM—This phota of Congressman Leo Ryan ar :

1 Kaituma, his shirt bloodied by a man who attacked him with a

'l kuife, vﬂg% .E[bc last roll of film taken by the San Francisco e S
- L. Bxamijoer s Greg Robinson before they were killed in Guvara. . . e
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The tragedy in Guyana grows more
“horrible as the story unfolds.

The massacre of defenseless people ——
Rep. Leo Ryan, D-San Mateo, three news:
men and a woman who wanted to leave tle
People's Temple, the mass suicide of 40
temple members and disappearance of 60
others, as well as the stories of brutality
and coercion, all raise one disturbing ques-
tiof. 3 |

. . Why didn"t'the State De.part'ment do

e el TN
A [I]L‘l[llllg SUNIERCE [

h Officially, it maintained there was no
anger in Jonestown. .- :

But there had been reports of violence
within the church cven before the resigna-
" tion of temple leader, the Rev. Jim Jones,
from his post on the San Francisco Hous-
ing Authority, a little more than a year agh.
Shortly after that Jones left for Guyarn
with some 1,100 other temple members. ||

The same frightening stories persisted
afier the move. Members were not allowed
to leave Guyana. Some ended contact with
their relatives here.

Even the State Department admitted
receiving complaints from members’ rela-
jves for the past year and said it knew of
the “suicidal tendencies” of group leaders.

LI L HiUL Gl GRlINd FuflasT B walailass

uchable. There was no way for the
public to get to him, no way to find out i
people really were being held captives at
the—+arming community of JonestowmGuy-

ana
Caliih.

.LE But ik ~huireh and Innec rpmnin@rl
nto

Guyana didn’t have-{e hap

pEn
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“—Sifitthe State Department did nothin
to pressure local officials into finding out i
Americans were being abused. The offici
attitude was that the department didn’t acl
on 1tk the comp]amts because the group wa

Brenb e o s om e i

E)l UrLdKl!lg any Ul]ydl'll.-bl:‘ LBWS k

Finally, Rep. Ryan, respondmg to the
cas of families of temple members, decnd
cd to go find out for himself. -

He COUIC[H I IOFCbEE mal ﬂf.‘ woum not
survive the conse?uenees of breaking the
temple’s barrier of secrecy.

But the State Department should have
investigated this controversial community
of Americans living in a remote part of a
foreign country. A congressman should not
have been left doing the State Department s
dirty work. .

i b Aa rami alan mrnld have fie
{k The ﬂtparlﬁlb‘ﬂl albO COUIG ﬂth‘. F‘

ﬂ ired protection for Ryan, the press dind
atives of temple members who went) to
Gu ana. A department spokesman claims it
had “no duty’ to extend that protection.

Yet even requesting armed guards at
the isolated air strip might have been a
subtle enough move to get the group into

_Jonestown, but also visible enough to dis-

courage the cold-blooded assault on the
party.

Now with Jones dead and surviving
mgmbers scattered in Guyana's jungles, the
SIFIIC Department finally has taken notﬂ;e

ul JUIILDIUWII R i
.The Lragedy is that the price of goveln

mcnt neglect was paid in human lives.
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‘Walcher
ays He Gave
S. Warning

SAN DIEGO (UPI)—Ted Patrick, a
religious deprogrammer who has
served two jail terms for his efforts to,
wean young adults from cults, said;
Monday he has warned for years that
it would take a large-scale tragedy to
“1get government officials to act. i

*I am surprised that it didn't hap- :
pen two or three years ago,” Patrick
said, referring to the murders and
mass suicide blamed on the Peoples,
Temple sect in Geyana. ¢

“I have always said it would take a
tragedy to make the government acl
against the cults,” Patrick said in at
telephone interview from Cincinpati}

“rescue” or deprogramming.

He said he first went to Washing-
ton, D.C., in 1973 to ask Congress, the
FBl and the Justice Department to
take action against mind-bending re-
ligious cults, but got ne positive re-
[sponse.

Patrick said he has received calls
from anxious parents about the Peo- :
ples Temple sect since 1971, but had
not deprogrammed any of its mem-
bers. :
Patrick urged a Watergate-style
investigation of cults and called for

ne islation to protect peqple frvea.
what he called “mental kidnaping.”

where he said he was conducting a
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Eis Dark 51d|t,
of Religion

By Richard Kenyon
Journal Religion Reporter

The bizarre story of deatt
and suicide mvolvmg the
Peoples Temple in Guyane
brought to publlc attentmr
again what has become r([
garded as the dark side of r¢
Fglon—-cults. [

tln recent years, stories
fiave emerged about the'
Moonies (Unification Church .
of the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon), Hari Krishnas, Scien-
tologists, Sikhs and many
other lesser known groups. |

i

The stories have told about

a murky, strange sort of reli-

gious faith, including brain-

washing, incredible devotion

to a cult leader, fantastic

wealth made largely from
anhandling. l

L Sometimes the storles of
ults have been of smmge

1-WA
1-MI-89-120
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sexual acts and torture and
k_}i,lljng. l'
" | Match the Horror

 But no cult story in mem'L
r¥ can match the horror of
the massacre at the airport in
Port Kaituma, Guyana, and
the mass murder-suicide of
more thah 400 cult members.

Cults have always been
part of human history, say
several local sociologists and
an Evanston (111.) Methodist
minister who has studied
- Small American religious
5 groups. And, they said, near-
> ly every major communi.tf

has several of them. ‘

The Rev. Gordon Melto‘,i
who conducts the Institue |
for the Study of Americah
™, Religion in Evanston, also has
i siudied the Peoples Temple
“apd its leader, the Rev. Jim
"3 Jones.

Melton said Jones’ group
was & classic cult. In the tra-
ditional meaning of the word,
he said, a cult comprises a
small group of individuals
who deviate from the domi- |
 nant culture and follow a |

. leader who they believe has
.: some cosmic dimension.

Vi Seen as Divine
O He explained that Jepes
" °_ whs seen by his follower: as
- divine. Jones himself claimed
=-é==-=h was an incarnation of Je-

sus Christ.

*[ visited them several
times in San Francisco in
e 1871, 8aid Melton. '‘His
: group was integrated —
“about 75% black from the
Filimore District of the city.
# He really appealed to the
poor, to the blacks. The meet-,
ings were big jubilee celebra:
tions, you know, black style,
- The music was right out -of
) . Black Protestantism. =
o . “*He spoke to people’s
.. heeds, to their economic con-
" divions. The meetings would
last seven, eight hours, and
" between 2,000 and 3,000
+ . people would attend, )
.:  “He always wore those
= dark glasses. (He) told us lje
& had to wear them because “IE

e wied

i e

the radiation from his eye}”
and that it “would hurt j
regular folk.”

Didn’t Like Jones

vivo e Melton said he didn't like
Sziaarl® jones, particularly after one
incident.

“He could reaily spellbind,
you know,” Melton said. “So,
at one ‘point, he turns and
points out this woman and
says to her that she's gotgan-
ceﬁ There was a silence, He

atised for & moment. Then,
e isald to her softly, lit’s
oksy, now I've cured you.’
She swooned and he had that
crowd eating out of his
“.nd-'l »

Melton 1 that Jones
modeled tl.  2aples Temple
after the Pe Mission of

F{ther George Wivine, who
b%ilt his communal cult
gloup during the Deprestion
irHarlem. Jones was a mijm-
ber of that group in -jhe

~ 1950s, said Melton, and "got

his socialist leanings from
that group.”

Melton, who has recently
compiled the Encyclopedia of
Religious Bodies, which in-
cludes some 1,200 groups in
the United States, said that
he personally did not like the
w_ords “Clllt" Dr llsect'f M-
cluse they had come to mean
symething negative.

Stage of Growth

“He explalned that a cult
was really a stage of growth.
Those who followed Jesus in
beginning, for instance, rep-
resented & cult. It grew to &
sect and later into a religion.

“Cults are necessary in a
iety,” he said. “Those who
;ficn them feel alienated and

they join with someone they;

“want to trust and they see the

It as a surrogate family.» tellectually alienated, not fi~

They are people who are

P

looking for meaning In their
lives and try.to find it in the
cult, ' i

“These are people disei-
chanted in soclety and aliell-
ated from the power of socle-
ty. A cult glves them an alter~
nate value system and helps
to channel their frustration
into something positive.
What would these same peo-
ple do if they did not have &

group in which they could
find acceptance and support.”

Safety Valves

He called cults society's
“safety valves,” which take

discontented people that.

ipight otherwise tear down
the social order and rechan-
el their efforts into some-
thing beneficial.”

He emphasized that many
of these groups count &as
members educated, wealthy,
intelligent people, and that
the groups themselves do
much to help society.

“Since World War IL” he

| been made up of white, mid-
 dle class people, who feel in-

nancially alienated  as with

f said, “many of the cults have!

+ Jones group.”

* quette Sociology Prof.,
Da  O. Moberg agreed with
Melton’s assessment. He'said
cult members were ojten -
from broken families.

Baslc Philosophy

“A cult group that offers a
basic philosophy to life gives
these people a sense of be-
longing, a feeling of being
involved in something impor-
tant,” he said.

He also suggested that they
derive from the cult group &
sense of identity that was
once provided by an ethaic
jroup or a strong family pnit.
jim America, )

l Dr. Raymond Headlee,
g;?ical professor of psyqjia-

at the Medical College of
Wisconsin, was less sympa-
thetic. He said people joined
groups because they suffered
from some inadequacy, “an

inability to handle personal ;

affairs, and joined a group to
be told what to do,”

Melton explained that 1
years ago, cults in Amerid
were rural. Today, he saiif,
they are part of the urbaniziy
tion of the country. He said

the economic woes, urbar
tEngions, loneliness and frug
tfations, and urban anonymi),
31 gave birth to many o&
em.

The estimates on the num-
ber of cult groups vary, de-
pending on the source, Mel-
ton said there were about
four groups for every 1 mil-
lion people, for 2 total of
between 900 and 1,000. Oth-
er estimates range as high as
3,000 groups with more than
5 million members.

Melton, for instance, said
the Moonies were never a f
¢Jassic cult because the grouff
1hoved right into middle ¢

iety and derived its me
ters from that group insteadi
f an alienated fringe grou b

But he did mention as cults
me of the better knovn
roups — the Divine Light
Mission, Sikh Dharma of
Yogi Bhajan, Scientology (led
by Ron Hubbard), Eckankar,
many of the Buddhist and
Hindu groups, Kundalini-
yoga group, The Way, many
the fundamentalist Jesus
hovements, neo-charismt
, and many others.
i Headlee included Christit
jence and Harvard as'a
cult, '
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By JOE MANNING

White the search goes on in
the steaming Guyanese jungle !
for hundreds missing from
the Rev. Jim Jones' comw
‘mune, & horrified worll
wonders what led more tha
Foo persons to take their ow:
i

vag

Yo

The answers are hard to
come by. Many members of
the clergy are reluctant to
discuss the Peoples Temple
cult in terms of a religinus

henomenon, and psychc[]o-

ists say they are not ceruin

“I have no more clues thhn
ntyone,” said the Rev. Carl
Simon, mission consultant for
the Presbytery of Milwaukee
of the Presbyterian Church.

~*This is an area we defi-
ngtely need more researclt
in,” said William Ickes, a so!
cidl psychologist at the Um[
versity of Wisconsin ~- Mad:}
ison.

The answer possibly could
be found, both men hinted, in

| How do you argue with

|
lson has enough personal

‘waek and|

Himon said that the more
Jthi 400 people who too
thtLr lives Sunday in the agrr
cufural community of Jone-[—
town were religious fanatici,
and “religious fanatics are
worse than secular fanatics.
Religious fanatics are the

mact danogornue Lind Cad e

, BUUGLY LOURTIVUD RUIU. UV I

on their side.

“They claim religious sanc-
tion for everything they do.

someone who says God tells
him what to do? They put
you into the camp of Gofl's
enfmies, and the more ypu
argue with them, the mdre
yol| play.into their hands.”# |}

il
Jackson said that if a per-

nyone to do anything, iven

Eagnetism “he can convince
the point of taking his dwn

' unhappiness and {nsecurity.

' dackson' said he had i
he

rd of Jt’nes sect until ttfis
he did not knc

The leader, he sald, is will- |
Ing to take total responsibilis
1 for the lives of his follow: -

s. He gives them a set o}
hellefs, orders and structur L
he said, and tells them wha
they can and cannot do, with
no options.

Strange as it appears, Ickes
said, the followers often en- :
joy it. !

“1t gives them a plan,” he
satd. “This appeals to anyone
if caught at the wrong time
of his life. It answers all the
problems for a person who
feels like a victim and suffers

Someone can appear as a re_rﬂ
shvior and have all the ar
s\uers, simply put yourse]{
upder their control and ||
answers all the problems.”

US Embassy officials In
Guyana said there probably
were no Wisconsin residents
among the victims. .

“These people were pre-

+ dominantly from California,”

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

A-11

MITWAUKEE SENTINEL
(ILWAUXEE ,WISCONSIN

people needing direction in 'what its digma was. * | said Douglas Ellice, 31, chief

their lives and falling under | “But whatever it s F-it | c(msul at the embassy. “We pate:  11/22/78
the influence of leaders who : - hi've not put together namis &

offer to “show the way.” doesn’t matter what it is —it [ atld addresses. The she{r Edition: FINAL

is sust a coverfor Jones' pir-

“We have the same kind 9f go}al magnetishn,” he sejd. number al?:m _iﬁ ‘:workn;: Aut‘hor:
process involved here as L against us. It will be wee Editor:
Charles Manson — peop e said th¢ phenotpenon pefore we finish. Titlo-
stirrender direction,” Ickt\ wis nothing mtw to PSKChOI‘ :

d ¥ ogy and is found often'in the
“j ’ history of politics and reli-

“It's amazing how dumb gion. Chetacter:
people can be,” said Dr. Basil o . :
Jackson of the Jackson Psy- Keep pounding one thing or

chiatrjc Center in Milwaukee.

“You can Jead them llkef

lambs to the slaughter That's |
a biblical quotation."”

Jackson warned that it can '
happen to anyone, particular-

suicidal practices is & penlous
ly adolescents. ? thing from the pomt of view 1-Wa
“And 1 know a lot of pec of psychology.” -
ffe in their 30s and 40s wlx lckes said . charlsm[uc 1-MI-89-120

gre still psychologically
Yeir mid-adolescence,” he
said.

into their head and depriye

tha Af nutcida influsnes .
inem O1 Oulsite InLiuence ;

ffie Guyana place would ive

rfect for that — and you
En get them to do what you
wiant,” Jackson said. “A cult
that can go to the extreme of

leajers appeal to people ho
are‘afraid of making chaj ces
and are willing to surrehder
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HO\\ DOES a person count the losses of that
shattering weekend? How does one absori)
the appalling reminder, from Guyana, tha

jrrational forces can upset the equilibrium on\
many lives in an instant of horror, in a splurge of!
death wreaked upon people of good will and
civility?

, It makes each of us wonder how secure he or
she really is, amid our modern protections and
.routines, from the sudden destructive sweep of
‘jrrational powers, be they of small scope, as in
-the fervor of a highly electrified group, or of a
\.dimension that could rain death en the globe if
"the worst happened in some higher councils of
};nations. ‘

But also, when we're shaken by the unexpect-
Tod, we have reason to be thankful, even in
sadness, that there zre people who are alway§
“trving to stand between us and the elements 01‘
lklangor and disruption and injustice. There ar \
{ many still dedicated to seeing that justice an
‘humanity are served and that our world i
I ttluminated so - we’ll be spared the brutal
| -surprises, as far as this js humanly possible.

Some of those people, including friends and
valued citizens here in the Bay Area, gave their
lives in that service the day before yesterday,
‘and all of us should hold their sacrifice in our

thoughts hereafter. They did, as the poet might

"have said, go gentle into that good night, there in
that far place, and this has t0 be remembered.

Assuredly, the loss is painful to discuss, for
those who knew Congressman Leo Ryan of San
Mateo and our own Examiner photographer,
Greg Robinson, and surely for the friends E
those others who lost their lives. And there]
sadness for all the wounded, including Examin

sreporter Tim Reiterman, in that assault near thé
Feoples Temple mission in the Guwemést jungle.

in Guyana, a high pric{;g,paid
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It raustshe said first, of Leo Ryan-thathe was
kindly man with a high sense of compassion,
who was activated by any sense Of injustire. THis
l}ad heen shown in past years by his trd >
1

nany 11n'n'lnns.nnf nlnr-nc. {inc 'Inrhnd nriu.nn collg) tdi
HE CEuig) g

fet at the truth of unpleasant allegauq\:ls {}
i

; NQ one can imagine that he wanted td go
that cauidron of Guyana on this mission that cost
j him his life. He was moved to do it by the grief
“and worry of friends over the condition éf ;hei
relatives in that mysterious Peoples <
outpost below the rim of the Caribbean.

And so he went, and in all our history not
many congressmen have given so much in the
service of their constituents and other people as.
did Leo Ryan. He had a sense of duty equal to his
sense of compassion. .

Possibly his background as an educator
contributed something to this; he was a teacher
hefore going to the state Legisiature, and had
been a schoeol administrator, and mayor of South
San Francisco, and a Navy submariner in World
War I1. Like many others here, he came from the
iddle West — Nebraska — to find his future.
bout him, but no pretentiousness. His neighbor

Enew him well. They had just re-elected him, am;‘
e will be missed sorely.

* X &

Here at The Examiner we shall miss Greg
Robinson, our prize-winning photographer, for
his friendship, and his energy and great skill. Not
often does this profession lose so grievously a
young man in his 20s who is so eager to record his
times with crystal veracity.

It was a sad day. But, forever, there have
been people such as these who have gone out, at
their peril, to lift the vells of secrecy that need to
be lifted, for the good of all of us. We trust that
what these and others went to find in Guyana
will be found, with the help of the United States
gtovernment and interested citizens.

For this was a mission after the truth, whict%

has to be made known fully in the wake of thei
rifice. And then we shall have a new measure
of confidence that, as was said of old, truth!
beareth-away the victory. ap——
- Too.

-
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20 wamebtaf dhe' moe! Yicious

the mof? vicious
deeds

inflicted on other human
beings have been in the service of
religion.”

That was the view of pwcmat
trist David Allen, a ‘-UQ(‘!?.!!S'. qnpc'{
tioned today on the.psschology ol
the cult in an attempt to find

meaning for the trazedy in Guyana.

Allen spoke of efforts of reli-
Fion 1o control sadism in people by
irecting it inward "and tending to
ake people masochistic. We see,
Ju a lot of religions. sadistic forces
ready to break loose at any nme in
that service.”

psyechiatry at the University of
California Medical Center and
former president of both the San

Francisco  Psvchoanalvtical  Insti-

tule and the Northern California
SOMNern Lainorni

"jfsy chigtric Society, He said he has
5 : seen many rehigious people over the
:a(m qtrusgling with sado-maso-

o chistic tendencies. “We tortur?
© each other with our religions. Relly
gious people come bearing anu
mthmng their sufferings on otht
fors.”

He called small cults “just
eligions that havent grown big
‘enough. When cults start,
almost always form around a char-
ismatic. rather psychopathic, lead-
er. The members are people who
need some sort of parent or author-
ity figure who can give them
emotional support and help them
bear their emotional burden.

"By the same token, that de-
pendency makes them vulnerabie
to the leader’s sadistic wishes. We

saw that on a grand scale with
Hitler.”

Psvchiatrist  Alfred Auerba(%i

ke of personal successful efforis
| persuade the 80-year-oid mother
off an acquaintance not io go 1o
Giuvana: “She was all packed and
sef to go hecause of lavish promises
made 16 her. H¢ lcome is her

Daﬁ side of“fhe
t

J
i

Allen is clinical professor of

they .

psychology)
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welfare check, which she planned
14 turn overto-tirer'Lroup.”

Auerback. past president of the
Yorthern California Psychiatric So-
ciety, depiored the rise of “a
numhber of culis, all starting out
promising to help people and wind-
ing up being moneyv-making opera-
tions for the cult leaders. Inhtialiy
they offer warinth and friendship
to lonely people, to people trying 1o
find some identity and some per-
sonal contact. That's their greatest
appeal.

“*Onee ensnared, the individual

‘has great difficulty petting out.

When extravagant promises are
mare to elderly women of limited
education and welfare income. an
investigation is needed.”

Talking about cults is talking
bout a value system. said Linn
amphell, current president of the
vorthern California Psychiatric So-

fiety. “"A cult is an outsider's
definition of something that does
not confommate-dws own religious.

spiritual and sociagh-beliefs

“There are people with specia
needs who do not have a sure sens
of belonging, of family. They ne
an authoritative leader. They have
a child-ike sense — and that is not
said in a derogatory way — of faith
a0 that leader.”

3
I, The estremism of the zealot
Was called a “potentia] danger in
any social milieu” by Philip Heerse-
md, emeritus clinical professor of
psvehiatry at Stanford Medical
School. “When a zeaiot adds the
spiritual thrust by embracing reli-
gion, he adds tremendously to his
influence and power — and danger
to the adolescents already in a
difficult period to negotiate in their
struggle for adulthood. The combi-
nation of the ardent leader, howev-
ir?er well intentioned he may be, and
i the bewildered youth creaie an
¢ interaction that is mutually unregi-
istic — the magnitied power of the
leader and the impossible expedia-

tions of the youth,”

e —
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Cult's Survival a Questio
Without Jones’ Charism

By Cristine Russell

Washingion Star Staf{ Wrifer

I history is any indjcation, the

0 S

- Peoples Temple, created by the

Rev. Jim Jones. also died when
ke was shot in the head as hun-
dreds of his followers in Guyana
committed suicide.

Like many cults before it, the
bizarre religious group revolved
around a single leader — the
minister who left Indianapolis
and traveled to California, build-
ing a power base that started
with a band of about 100 foliow-
ers in 1963.

There is no accurate count of
how many cults exist in the
United States today — estimates
vary from 250 to 2,500 gtoups,
with millions of followers in- -
velved. But researchers inter-
ested in the little-studied phe-
nomenon agree that the ranks
have been growing in recent
years.

“THEY HAVE BEEN blos-
soming over the last decade.
Whenever there have been
breakdowns in social structure,
there has been a burgeoning of
cults,” says a University of Cali-
fornia psychologist, Dr. Marga-
ret Singer.

“after the French revolution,
there was a tremendous upsurﬁe
of cults in Europe. When the
Industrial Revolution came in
England, there was a growth in
cults,” Singer said, During the
1460s, al} of the unrest and prob-
lems of the Vietnam War made
it, in terms of historical prece-
dent, a time out of which cults
grow.”

The cults appeal in a variety of
wavs, say experts: the “nec-
Christian™ tvpe. such as the Uni-
fication Church, with its
snigonie’ followers; those that
are Hindu and Zen-influenced,
lize the Hare Krishna; political
such as the Symbipnese Libera-
tion Army, which kidnapped
Patty Hearst; race cults; self-
help proups: or organizalions
with an emphasis on the occult,
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The otherwarldis appeal even
cxtendy to ° - sucers. A few|
VeaT$ ans . vl ie viaiming 1o bey
alirns frem anctier planetl —,
they calied thericives Him and
Her — &ramed foliowers from
around the country who were
willing 1~ ‘oin them in a space-
ship journey (o another world.

WHATEVER THE theme, the

"most common characteristic of

tults, says Singer, is 2 “‘self-ap-
pointed messianic leader who
claims he or she has been given a
mission by a superhuman
source.'’ With the death of Jones,
Singer predicts that what now
survives of the group known as
the Peoples Temple will fade
awayv, as others have commonly
done — but not always.

But ar avalanche of questions
remains as to how a group like
this could attract hundreds of fol-
lowers to 2 remote jungle and
why so many of them finally
ended their lives.

A Nationa! Institute of Mental
Health researcher urged yester-
day against undue speculation,
calling instead for more scien-
tific atiention to the general
ofoblem: “little research s
presently being conducted that
focuses on cults. The need for
guality research into this com-
plex issue is gramatically appar-
ent.”

Urr. Stephen Hersh dusted off a
paper he had prepared on cults,
lving dormant on his shelf for the
last vear, which summarized
muck of the available informa-
tion — or lack of it — on the sub-
ject, including prevailing profes-
sional opinion about what
constitutes a cult,

. HERSH’S SET of characteris-
tics confirms much of what
Singer has obsérved in Califor-
nia:

e A cult has a living leader,
whose revelations supply the
basic doctrine of the cult. The

* cult leader is the final authority

{or his followers. He alone may
judge 2 wmember's faith. Fre-
guently, though not invariably, a
cuit is sirongly zuthoritarian in
ite structure and philosophy.

» “Cuplts ernphasize a way of life
dgiszinc: from that of the larger
society. They often insist that a
member cut himsell off from
family, fermer friends, job and
education, in order to devote

-himseli tothe group.

¢ “A cult polarizes the world for
its followers, drawing a sharp
‘stinction between the ‘in-group’
those who believe as the group
believes — and the ‘out.” ”
Critics, notes Hersk, also
claim that the cuits may atiract
followers with idealistic
promises, but mostly put them to

work raising money, They may -

employ guestionable recruitment
techniques, use *'rituals consid-
ered psychologically unwhole-
some by many mental health ex-
perts,”” and i(mpose a ‘'daily
routine on members that is

. trivial or demeaning."

Such complaints are voiced in
the comments of defectors from
the Peoples Temple, who have
told not only of psychological ter-
ror but of physical intimidation
to keep cult members in line.

“THERE IS MUCH less
professional consensus concern-
ing the mental health of those
who are most readily recruited
into religious cults,”” adds Hersh.

He cites Dr. Stanley Cath of
Boston, who has contended that
young people attracted to cults
“have pgreat anxieties about
themselves' and are “especially
prone to death anxiety; and their
fear of their own destruction,
projected outward, becomes a
fear of the destruction of the
world.”

Harvard’s Dr. John Clark,
after a lengthy study of religious
cuits, estimated that about 58
percent of thase who he studied
may be ‘“‘schizophrenic.” But the
remaining 42 percent in his sam-
ple were neither “ill nor dam-
aged,” said Hersh, but *“'normal
young people who were going
through the usual crises of devel-
opment on the way to becoming
adults.”

Unlike many of the youth cults,
the Peoples Temple attracted a
more diverse group, in terms of
age, economic Status and race,
but the individuals may still have
shared common problems.

He was unwilling to speculate
about what may had led to the
explosive events at the Peoples
Temple colony last weekend.
*“What happened was an extraor-
dinarily unusual event that will
take us a while to figure out.”

BUT OTHER psychiatrists did
suggest that ali of the factors
that serve 1o isplate cult mem-
bers in this country became
more exaggerated when the
group went 1o Guyana,

“Had they not left the United
States, not gone thousands of
miles away and become so
totally isolated,” says Singer,
“they would probably not have
developed the intensity of this
sense of isnlation, defensiveness
and paranoia.”

Dr. L.J. West, the well-known
nerchiatry department chairman
1e University of California at
iLus Angeles, dubbed it an ex-
}trer_:}e variety of ''siege mentai-
ity.

“Consider the fact that these
Americans had moved to this re-
mote jungle to create what was
supposed to have been a utopian
society. They had a kind of fierce
commitment to the idea! of the
temple to overcome racial and
economic barriers among people,
They already had the theme in
their teachings that if they could
not live as they intended to live,
it would be better to be dead.. . .

“I don’t know what happened
down there, but I can imagine
that overzealous or unbalanced
members of the cult attacked the
(congressional) party and com-
mitted the murders. This invoked
a catastropic reaction.. . .

At that point, we'll probably
learn, they decided that the thing
to do was to die. Some of those
who didn't want to die were
Killed and others escaped. Jones
made them feel that they had
brought destruction upon them-
selves, that there was no way
out, no place to go — surrounded
in a sense by this hostile jungle
and the perception of a real army
and a real enemy about to take
over,

“It’s not necessary to postulate
they were individually mentally
tll. Under the right kind of group
dynamics, people who have sub-
merged their individuality would
be carried along by a group deci-
sion even though i seemed
fatal.. . . Something had to hap-
pen. Everything just kind of
coliapsed atonce,"”

e
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Dogmatic Cults Such as Jores’
Give Purpose to Life’s Losers

e

What makes people join a

NSIrLatrw
religious cult such as thgomnipotence is high on his

People's Tempie in Guyana?
How do they become so
programmed thal they will
go through mass swcide
rehearsais and actually kili
themselves at the command
of their leader?

The losers in life often find
the smiling faces and

" dogmatic statements of cult

leaders almost irresistible.
Some are desperate to put
their lives in the hands'of a
strong father figure who
promises love coupled with
strong guidance and rigid
discipline. The Rev. Jim
Jones was perceived as such
a father figure.

This desire to put
responsibility in someonc
else’s hands is so strong it
teaves a person gullible, so
facking in reason as to ac-
cept even the most virulent
programs of any dangerous)
group that may be trying to
come to power. Peopie want
desperately to believe in

list, and this is often ac-
companied by enforcing
rigid rides to develop habits
of compliance. This has a

cnorial annnal fnr nannla
Spnviar applal sus ploUphal

who really want less rather
than more freedom.

A control of perceptions,
including the removal of
normal stimuli, monotonous
food, restricted movements
and isclation from the rest of
society, all induce an intense
concern with self and a
feeling of dependency. The
cullists report hearing the
Jones' voice over the
ioudspeaker all day and even
when they siept, another ef-
fective method of coercive
persuasion.- This is coupled
with having thermn -repeat
statements and beliefs over
and over and controlling
information to which they
nave access.

One of the most effective
technigues of cuitist
persuasion is constant,

something. Many believe thckpositive reinforcement of

world of reason has failed
them, 50 they rebel and seek
to gain some control over]
their lives by turning to the
non-rational.

Such persons are attracted
1o promises that assure them
that as soon as they dedicate

self-concept.
The most ordinary tasks,

{such as washing dishes or
getting someone a cup of cof-

fee, take on significance
pecause they are a part of
serving the cause. The
person who does them takes

{Indicate page, neme of
newspaper, city and state.}
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individuals to pbegient
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This fealing of wportafe
to the cause could make a
person feel exalled when
asked to sacrifice for it. The
desire to prove omneself.
coupled with rehearsals ol
suicide, would increase the
probability that the person
would commit suicide when
the time came. The
members _of the Peoples
Temple had suicide
rehearsals not only in
Guyana but also 1in
California, before they left
the country. Acting oul 2a
procedure removes it from
the category of the possible
and places it squarely in the
classification of the
probable. In addition.
assuming the posture of an
emotion can lead to ex-
periencing that emotion.

All of this made il very
hkely that the [ollowers
would share their ultimate
sacrifice with Jim Jones,
amd-dre-with him. ™
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Experts Look at Cults
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By Charles Petit
Science Correspondent

-
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e

What leads seemingly ordinary, ra-
Iional persons to surrender their entirtT
being — their material possessions, theirn
critical faculties and even their lives —
to charismatic cult leaders?

| In the wake of the tragedy in

Guyana, specialists in human behavior !
ozl 4ha lisdla slnt cnianan bnawc '
FTUMVICWELU LT JILLIT Lijal DUITIILY RAMNWYD 0
about cult psychology and the forces

that could lead to the greatest possible |
act of devotion to a leader — mass

suicide. -

“Cults appeal to people who are & Wt

ell soclally integrated in the firid|
lace,” said Dr. William. Simmons, Q]

fessor of anthropology at the Univer)
sity of California in Berkeley. “They are
pecple who are seeking an alternative to
society.”

“There are cults of many different
kinds,” said Dr. Margaret Singer, a UC
Berkeley psychologist. “And theyre not
all religious. They can be political, even
psychological.”

What such cuits offer to “lonely,
flepressed. unattached persons” is “]ove,
Instant companionship, and group be- ;
longing,” Singer said. DI ¥

~The mass suicide in_Guyam ﬁ;i

ug'bed and surprised Singer, ‘bt she

nbted that “many persons who have

been studying cults over the past few

years have been aware of the tremen- .

ggus”power they have over their mem-
Ts.

" By definition, she said, cults ha‘Te
i “fielf-appointed, charismatic leaders wilo
g4 thav havn hoon siuns 2 cooathl
= STy HdVL UTENL EBIVEDL & SpeCipl
ssion hy some source greater than
themselves.” st

cides

et e-rm—— ———
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Such leaders,_she said —- like Peo- ——— .

ple;s Temple founder, the Rev. J'im Jong"q .those opt of the mainstream of 1 “Religiw- mass suicide
— “must have a tremenflously centeréd ! society can fismthemselves in SR ‘qave been linked hefore in historyvg
urge that they are going to succeed. new kind of world.” o A Yut this one is just so atvpieal.” said

et nuls cohgeal op the fat they &
hilve been appointed to succeed, that °
they are absolutely right. They have a

What led Jones and his flock 10 Richard Seiden, a UC Berkeley :

o murderous attack on Congress- : professor of behavioral sciences.
an Leo Ryan's party, with'its |-

;;é;gis?ﬁl_-ancedthat gives them an aura of nsequent horror of mass sujcide, | - The most extraordinary mass
- can't rr‘esigt%'n sureness some people just : .nnnot vet be known. Glock willing- isuicide in history occurred in AD.
' ~ " llv sketvhed out some differences '[9, When 960 Jews kilied themsetves

“Their lives get completely devoied between the People's Temple group Jn their fortress at Masada rather
to the movenent.” said Charles Glock a |2nd other cults common in the Bay itan surrender to the overwhelm-
sociologist at UC Berkeley and editor of {ATea. but could not say how impor- ing forces of a Roman legion. But
a recent study of California culs |lant they are. - 5 suicide occurred in the face of
including Hare Krishna, Synanon. cettain annihilation. and followed a
Children of God, and the Church of, fong miltary_Siege. 1t lad nothing

=

Most recent clues, ranging

Satanism (but not . from the Charles Manson family 10 {in common with the bizarre deaths
! People’s Temple). Hare Krishna, have appealed main-yiat Jonestown.
arc OneGlelm common to such | v 10 white, middle-class, young~-) - .
aps, Gloc id~i5 that thev _produge ydults By contrast, Jones drew g . o ti
= H : ' . .- - . i il N A
a fhagic transformation of sélf, s¢ thar ' mass following largely from lower 'Clacadta agﬁ;gd;hew :: m: gg;;:ﬁ.
i z;%“%rl‘;fkggg;lprz‘u 2‘12:25 bg;t:i ‘}p{;ﬁﬁ Christian response to religious per-
o i #]] ages. ' s i;icfcuuon, Seiden nl(lned.‘!n the mid-
- S e A die ages. he said, "dancing manig;
£ ; \ A common theme among mem- 1swept some portions of EumpT-.

ers. however, “is an intolerance ta * Groups of believers — often womei}
ambiguity,” Glock said. “They want 1*— danced themselves to death in a
the right answers, and that's wher ¥ gestatic, religious frenzy, ofte
the leader steps in.” hashing their hecads against the
'ground.

T

iy Nevitt Sanford, president 0O

: the Wright Institute, a psychologi
ca) institution in Berkeley, com-
pared the hold Jones apparentlys X h
had over his flock to the control i Seiden said.

exercised by Adolf Hitler I%%

“Bil nothing really seems to
pgarallel this tbing in Guyana.”

fascist Germany: although He recalled with irony the only
apart in_ politics, the two ! gme he ever encountered Jones. It
produced fervent and ulitimately, Was several years ago, he said,
suicidal devotion. . ‘hen he was helping to organize a

. ' emonstration in San  Francisco.
There are people who hav %l

h confusion in life, th 'nbidden busloads of members of
met s0 much confusion 1n lre, eV ¢ People’s Temple showed up to
4re vulnerable to someone who says

he has, without doubt, the an- .. N
<wers” Sanford said as to support the erection of

=4 L = ST - i .
dabade suicide barriers on the Golden Gatei

elp. The demonstration. he said,

Without exception, specialists Bridge. "
ntacted vesterday were shocked
at hundreds of Americans could
e persuaded by their preacher 10
mmit masSmcide, however mes-
merizing and psychotic he might
be.
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Nightmare- |

- THE SATANIC LEADER of Jonestown
has left a mountain of corpses beside his own to
testify to his paranoia, and the whole world
suddenly stands aghast at what the Reverend
Jim Jones has dene to the many who believed
in him — and to others who didn’t.

" “'His ability to persuade severa! hundred of
his followers to take their children’s and their
own lives at his command would be unbelieva-
ble if it were not all too verifiable.

"=~ The People’s Temple in the Guyana jungle,
s0 bepuilingly proclaimed by its prophet am‘r

r.al] who dwelt therein, has nothing to tell u

%

his lawyers to be a temple of joy and happinesE .

that. we can understand. Ron Javers, ou
teporter who saw it close up, concluded that it
as “gvery evil thing that everybody thought,
and worse.” This was his judgment even before
he could have known that 383 people had
committed suicide or.hegn murderefd _in_the
rafii Torest, presumably because they felt there
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would he more joy in death than in attefnptmg f

to survive in a c0mmunlty disol-edient 10, its
masters word. s et J‘

Y gt

[ WHAT A CRUEL and pitiable fate §¢ i§ 10,
fleceive oneself to this ultimate degree.,Qme:

#ow can recognize that the Rev. Jones.was
paranoid, always surrounded by bodyguards, a .
believer in harsh, disciplinary beatings. Hé 'Was[
certainly not the wholly charismatic ﬁgurtj
tHit he had made himself out to be, as Javer. |
and Congressman Leo Ryan and the rest of the

uompany of American reporters found. Before

e ﬂOI‘l‘OI’ UHIOI(IE{I one of these l'EpUI'lEI}
thought Jones was running a kind of "crazy

commune.” Since the monstrous acts that |

i

Jones set in motion have come to light, i

been Sagély remarked that had his operatl‘o }

Lr————

v Jonestown? This way . L

not been_ masquerading as a religion, they
wouild have attracted the investigative aften-

noasimagnniciyy da

tion of the authorities long before Leo Rye{ﬁ
it w1 n macalf ta lank in

LUl agTuUUsLyY DUUK ll, ‘P IIBCIL Wy ivun 1wl F‘.
o h
“WE MUST SALUTE the conscientious

wﬂlihgness of the murdered congressman to
veésiture to Jonestown in the hope of helping
people who certainly were in need of a
powerful helping hand. Ryan’s work as a
. legislator has been marked by occasxonal
spectacular moves, yet he certamly did not

to Guyana with that motive. His uedm, and thig
of ‘the able reporters who were murderd(
alongsuie of him, sets an example to the fact-

fmg'.mgapmf essions each served. “———=—

e t—

L oadand
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Life - and death at J onestown

My two sisters, Annie and Caro-

|

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD inv.
Asst. Dir.:

rTu. W N3P,

LN

yn, joined the Peoples Temple tive

and ten years ago, respectively.
Annie was & nurse and Carolyn a
history teacher. They joined be-
cause they believed in justice for all
people. Thev wanted to work to
change the world, They were en.
thusiastic about the health care,
day care, education, housing and
other kinds of services that People's
Temple offered to the outside com-
munity as well as to its members..

They moved to Guyana two years
ago and.saw their home in the in-
terior as a place where people who
had had nothing in this country, had
something: a piece of land, a job,
responsibility, respect.

Annie's last letter best described
her feelings about Jonestown:

“The thick bush is further back
beyond the banana trees and is so
lush I really can’'t describe the
beauty. It would be hard for me to
live in any city after living here.
The children are so happy They
bave a creatively made playground,
plus acres and acres of outdoors to
play in and no muggings or car
accidents to worry about. I some-
times wonder how they ever made
it, living in the cement walls of San
Francisco."

Because my sisters believed so
strongly in the work of People’s
Temple, as well as in Jim Jones, I
presume they are dead (although
this has not been coniirmed by the
State Department), While their
probable participation in the al-
leged “‘suicide’ is hard for me to
understand, 1 do know that they
were committed to life — to social
justice and racial equality — and

not to death. Rebecca Moore
Washington, D.C.

!
¢
* pointed mission (I assume at public

was deliberately ignored. Instead,
Mr. Ryan embarked on the self-ap-

expense) to try to unravel the work
of a patently skillful mass leader in
a few short hours, Incredible!

'I‘b.e suggestion that we need more
polificians with Leo Ryan's feelings
toward humanity is fine with me. I
suppose even one inhumane con-

gressman or senator is too many.

However, I think we should recon-

sider the implication that Mr.
Ryan's activities in Guyana are
worthy of emulation. They defi-
nigely are not. I may be in the
minority, but I hope our legislators
will studiously resist the temptation
to investigate things in ways that
expose them to virtually certain
personal danger..

Nicholas L. Rugglem
Gaithersburg, Md.
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It is doubtful that this observer
will ever fully comprehend the un-
pjeasant events that pnnrnrl Ay nf

Guyana. However, an ironic foot-
note to the bizarre affair remains.
By coincidence, President Carter
proclaimed Thanksgiving Week,
1978, as ‘'National Family Week.”

- This obhservanre chaorad tha oone

X oSl vaLLE sdailh uld Spot-
light with National Bible Week —
two very real and good aspects of
our lives that obviously had no sig-

nificance in the twisted world of
“Reverend’ Jim Jones.

Tony Glaros
Silver Spring, Md.

[
=

Not since biblical times has there
been such a profusion of proclaimed
gods and prophets. In recent
months, area papers have featured
advertisments from several self-ap-
pointed prophets and even one fel-
low calling himself God. ‘

Many of these cult leaders live on
steak and champagne while their
followers exist on bread and water.
Most cult leaders have claimed
they’ve seen visions, but currently
the vision most sight=d i5 one most
Americans are familiar with — the
dollar sign. . :

Elements with questionable mo-
tives often creep into situations
where individuals seek quick simple
solutions to complex problems. Seon
we may be reading something like
the following advertisement: ‘Buy -
happiness. For $10 down and
severa! monthly installments of $10,

we will send you a set of books on &

‘philosophy guaranteed to solve all
“your problems. Used editions at half

price."” :
But that’s foolish. Nobody would
fall Far nn nd lilks that
AGEL AV QUL O MINRE LISOE -
they? !
Rich Schwartz
Rockville, Md.
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The Horror in Guyana

The reporis from Guyana of mass murders and
suicides by cultists of the Peoples Temple are
incredible, not because there is doubt that they
occurred but because there is 50 little doubt.
Somehow, and not for the first time in history,
collective despair or hysteria or zealous faith seems
to have compelled hundreds to go to their deaths on
the order or say-so of a sect leader invested with
immense authority. How and why such an accretion
of authority came about may be explained in time.’
Whether it will be truly understood is another

- |matter. i

On the testimony of former members of the
Peoples Temple, the Rev. Jim Jones, founder and
pastor of the church, was a figure of unquestioned
power. By persuasion, coercion or whatever, con-
gregants were induced to turn over their personal
property to his church. Jones—though accused by
some of enforcing his will through beatings, public
humiliation of sect adherents and blackmail--was
regarded by most who were drawn to his church as
an exemplar of love and decency. His popularity and
personal hold over his adherents meant, among
other things, that he was able to wield considerable

|political power. He could deliver votes, particularly
L

hough not exclusively in the Bay Area where his
church had its headquarters. He had a wide circle of
loyal political friends and supporters.

One theme of Jones’ ministry was that his con-

regants were in danger of persecution by the state.
rising fear of repression helped prompt the move-
ent of more than 1,000 temple members, led by
ones, to Guyana, where the sect established an
gricultural camp in the jungle. Reports that some
ultists were being forcibly prevented from leaving
uyana prompted last week’s fact-finding mission
y Rep. Leo J. Ryan. That mission ended Saturday
hen theAconAgressman’and four other Americans
ravs linAdarad at o hvnala ainatein
LI ML UTLI LA av aJuule aAll Sl L.

The bizarre and brutal aftermath of these killings
--the reported mass deaths of cultists, includin
ones—remains now to be investigated fully and,

ithin the Jimits of comprehending behavit}r_gf_ﬂuch
illfull and self-destructive aberrance, explained.
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U.S. Serve. As A Hotb

For:. -

By Kexveth A Briggs Estimates of the pumber of [ringe . .
’mu»::mm. goups vary greatly, from umal.mwhu_ﬂmmshmmd th.

. tory .
Fringe religious groups, always a fea- %ere is liftle disagreement, however, commitment, worship of & “transcendent ora
pre of American life, have spread over pat a?ew, perhaps three dozem, bave  being” and the presence of a “prophet.” al Coun.

: " L Servs.

group as the e

Ly e Pt g Sy Slatively e ach 3 vast colorfa n & discipline, sod there f8 ing
idcides of mare than 900 believers in pectrum of religious movements, from mdirectanphasbonn“mprmms_oﬂ__
Soyana. fastern ashrams to Safi communes, has  power” of any kind e Rm.
Na&omtndeulhn.:hvew sunched a pew branch of academic in- The
txperienced exotic innovative ul in California.

.lmaﬂtﬂmﬁpﬁmbnt‘m?& m%hmwdﬂﬂn@hhm aﬂstha“mﬂﬁwu"w d
saue tolerance {or disseot, 8 yip {ypeg of groups from olbers is promises ways pping pome
dealtsn and its frootier individoaliem, o o peow:
;nﬂrttnhrlyn

America,

in
te ali ity pressures to stady, Many of the i ) k-
seform, officially said OK 10 the cults  being perapped and new terms are gp-  “Seli-Realination Fellowship.”
3 4

becs ; '
The followers were there became, b for e wits du scholars i tho West Coast center for the
cholars 527, young Americans, depei Aroctive forms of religion. “Tm trying - . kind™_
 strong family ties, confused by rapid (o fipd other ferms,” sald Dr. Robert Il IAla categocies, e rargeliet

and the
tocial change and onschooled in religions  gooq of the University of Southern Cali- is “M-MW..
mmmmungmmmngin . fa-u.;-m'cult'hummmh'al awarepess of self. _
“The theology of the cult is always de- '“"‘MM “cult® waz & growp attracted evangelical
yendent oo & message of salvation pot mm%md@mdm %nm%?manaﬁu
ndhved&obeanﬂublehordlw'yex- vectional faith groups and oftes stood at

i
2
g
g
[

emple, founded in San Fran-  ganq *sect” bave blurred, and scholars ggainst sharp public cpposition.

dsco by the Rev. Jim Jones after be bave begun adopting catchall terms, pr b

ook & gmall, wnorthodox Indiane congre-  pych a3 “new religions movements® or he Washinglon Post
fation West and away from Whltw:dp@- “emerging religions.” Washington Star-News
mived as intolerance, was spa a Unification Church founded by the -

2 offbeat Christian Charch wih official  Bo oo Myung Moo o Y - IT’;;";::WYSO::‘:'T“]’ ‘:""
jes to the Diaciples of Christ. difficalty of trying o pigeonbole m
Ultimately it came to bear little gy, m;u. with an mﬂﬁ & The Wall Street Journal
esemblance to ao established move-  pard.core members, embraces elements The Atlata Constitution L4
pest, and thalté. t;o,hhve not % of Christianity, Oriental philesophy ahn: The Los Angeles Times
ot oas into increasing cootact, and - loding the foanding of a well-equi
recome a kind of religious hotbouse for Another example of the quandary is pate _ NOV 29 1979
scubating new varieties of spiritual lfe, the controversial Southern California -
ften grafting parts of many faiths into called §: which min-

tartlingly dilferent hybride teachings from Taoism, Ralph

Ul‘lul-i ﬁ.ﬁi ﬁ_..l-_.A _._.li b ha P

B

the array of olferings arioms sysiems of clasifying groups
raws mostly young followers under the .rmpmmmuyﬁtgmptm
ge of 30. These people, scholars 52y8,  peiior onderstand them. Dr. Frederick
we bungry for meaning In their lives  Bird of Copcordia University in Mootreal
ind are suscephible to the untested  pag elaborated ooe of the most detailed
“h;_, of selfstyled religions “author-  “mypg” by dividing the groups into three

FBi/DOJ




Whike histor,-is replete with stories of
small, ardent bellevers struggling to up-
hold certain convictions and establish a
way of life, each age gives evidence of

The early 10th centary, canght in the

The typical fringe group’s follower
ace tended to come from the lower eco-

Singer, & psychiatrist and essor at
the University of California in San Fran-

*Because of the famlly & the
* “yidoal s oot the focus of what is
ng.” be sail “But there is pres-
sar. - cooform in order to get the ap-
al, the tenderness, the sense of be-
that the person wanta.”
Streiker believes that for a quarter of
the followers, the experience is a big

Like all varieties of consumers, the
shoppers in the pation's increasingly di-
verse spriritual supermarket tend to go
from ope offering to anolher, Millions of
Americans sample some religious groups
snd dabble with others, hoping to find
pew satisfactions. ’

-

Theologians sometimes also polnt to
th ~ merican propensity to find supple-
E . ‘raditional religioos commit-
ment b £ ma that do not always appear
“religious.” Under this concept, behavior
giraflar to the cultic devotion can sur-
round the work atmosphere or the
country clob,

But for an apparently significant oum-
ber of young people, the quest leads back
to bagic religious sources.

Suicides On U.S. ‘Repression’

MOSCOW (UPI) — The Soviet the punishing hand of American ao-
thorities wounld reach out for them
ple suicides showed a “serious dis- even there,” Pravda said.
Sovietskaya Keltura, in a dispatch
from Wa:hing‘tronyaigned by Tass
. Communist {hing b evideat: It raflecls & serions
Sovictskaya Kultors both carried disease that affects ali layers of

American pociety, s disease that has
lestations.

led to the assassination of President
e desths at the jungle commune were his
Kennedy, his beother Robert and the

Other ohservers atiribate this pattern wmy.m.gma?ml- %00 of the Negro people,
myﬂrﬁ.am:hmogdm bers of the commue bad been driven Martin Lutber King.

. out of the United States by official  *This iy the corruption that plerces
tative adults who coald provide models Fepression. all of society. The Watergate scandal
of maturity and faith for the more alflw- “The members of the sect were The Mafla T
ant orune mon and areenas s s sz W is e s o st ans B . . aas. om
hae' i, St esiolummetond sobjecied to victimization and repres-  “All this B understancatie.

The intese religious groups that cap- mumuumduummmhm:amm’u
tp‘:?:?:er what D:[ Lowell suei?: ere forced to soek refuge in snolber in such conditions cas the United
antbor of “The Cults Are Coming” calls oy, States claim the status of & moral
a “substitute extended family.” )
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"William E Buckley Jr.

The Jones testimonials

Steven Roberts of the
New York Times, working
on one angle of the awful

Trmac Macenmra ad nf
+ONes Massacre, uu.luu pet I H

the habits of Mrs. Carter,
who indeed had written one
of those testimonials
flaunted by Jones in the
course of his ministry. It

"transpires that Mrs. Carter

receives, in a typical week,
between 1,500 and 2,000 let-
ters, most of them asking
for something. Her rela-
tively small staff goes

SO nw

l.hl uush LthC aud bl IIIBD tU
her attention those in which
she is likeliest to show an
interest. In the past two
months, she has personally
answered 300 letters. Every
week, she writes in long-
hand replies to about 30 let-
ters. One of these went to
James Jones.

And it, surprisingly but
not astonishingly, was ad-
dressed, “Dear Jim.'" Not

astonishingly, because the
predilectien of the incum-
bent White House for Chris-
tian names is pronounced
even to the point of the di-
minituve. It should be re-
marked, one supposes, that
it was a sign of aloofness
that Mrs. Carter did not ad-
dress Jones as “‘Dear
Jimmy

But consider then her
comment to Mr. Roberts
when he asked her what she
could recall about Jones: “‘I
don't remember anything
about him. He was just a
person.” In fact, that per-
son escorted Mrs. Carter
home from a rally in San
Francisco during the presi-
dential race, and had din-
ner with her Campaign en-

gagemenis, like childbirth,

do not linger in the
memory, and Mrs. Carter is
not to be faulted for assum-

inoa that tha minictar fra
ing that the minister rom

San Francisco who now ad-
dressed her, asking for a
testimonial to his work, was
telling his truth about their
previous encounter. More-
over, the supplicant re-
minded her that he had
been active in the Carter
campaign. Under the cir-
cumstances, she elected to
grant him the favor and,

having done 56, catapulted
hersell into her chosen
mode: “Dear Jim” and all,
even though he was "just a
persen.”™

One must suppose, after
all, that anyone charismatic
enough to persuade 400 peo-
ple to drink poison, would
have at least enough influ-
ence to extract from Mrs.
Carter, or for that matter
nll)’UllC C}BC, a HCI.LCI \..Ulllp'll'
menting him on his vague
accomplishments. The re-
nowned letter from Mr.
Califano, who describes
Jones in language that
would have exaggerated the
virtues of St. Francis of
Assisi, is testimony either
to the hypnotic powers of

Jones, or to the irrepress-.

ible enthusiasm of Joe Cali-
fano, or both.

There is a quite general
embarrassment among the
scores of powerful men and
women who wrote letters
about Jones. There ought
not to be, really. It is un-
fair_ It is a cultural trait we
are dealing with, not incon-
ceivably at one level a cul-
tural requirement. A
society develops certain
rituais, among ithem those

amenities that require one
— guite properly, if never-
theiess hypocritically — to

oy taand marnino'' and
say ''good morping  anda

“‘good night” whether one
actually has any such aspi-
ration in mind.

The amenities are impor-
tant, but unquestionably
they have got out of hand,
and particularly they tend
to do so in the political
world where the public
compliment is & tribal ritu-
al, and any commendation

tl-\nf cnnnlrc ln nrhnr than
wuidr Spe D nall

hyperbolic terms about a
fellow politician is regarded
as a disavowal.

I first focused on the
question as a teenager in
the army where I learned
that in rating a soldier (or
an officer) you could put an
end to his career simply by
writing ‘“‘Very Satisfac-
tory'" on his record. Very
Satisfactory is army-linge
for Very Unsatisfactory.
Someone who qualifies for
routine promotion must be
rated *'Excellent” or higher
(*'Superior''). Professors
groan every spring over the
required recommendations
in behalf of students apply-
ing to graduate school.
Their fear is that any real-
istic assessment of a stu-
denit's performance will be
judged Very Satisfactory by
the admissions committees,
who necessarily compare
that assessment with the re-
splendent flora and fauna of
other professors caught up
in the requirements of flat-
tery.

Jones was a tragedy. But
he is not the responsibility
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{(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) ]

o ——

I'm afraid San Francisco now
has undisputed status as nut capital
of the universe. Permanenti posses-
siun: they can retire the trophy. We
even reached the stage of sending
ou} colonies. It is possible we opughit
to Le quarantined. J

J We'll be sorting out the Peo-
ples Tempie tragedy for a long
time to come, and while we may
never have all the answers, some of
them have been evident for a long
time. Here we have developed the
kind of society that attracts the
deranged, and drives the border-
line cases over the brink.

It is not entirely fair to say San
Francisco is unique in this respect.;
We are talking about urban concen:|
tration, whose ills seemm more ap|
parent here because San Francisce
is both compact geographically and

of such relatively small population

W
sifte that the symptoms are not

diffused.

The symptoms are despair and
alienation.

They have been evidenced in
the shameful reputation of the
Golden Gate Bridge as a suicides’
lerp—dn<the pathetic drg-deasm

e

Dick Nolan/ IE)es;SETr“ ahd alien;t;o;

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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culture of the {lower children of
yesterda$THi the kill of the “Zebra”
executioners. And now in the bi
zarre episode of the Guyana colony
spun off San Francisco's Peoples
Temple.

ahdicm, ritual killers and religious

fanatics out of fat and contented
people. They are formed out of
humans without hope. The City is
the last desperate corner for people

like this; they take one way o

another — out. o

However the Peoples Tempie
colony turned out, it began as
nothing really new in the world.
Utopianism is an old idea, and what
was set in motion there was the old,
old idea of Utopian socialism in a
farming environmernt. There have
een a jot of such experiments in
merica over the iast century and a
half.

Y  The search for security and
identity often zeros in on the
elemental urge to grow your own
food onp your own land; to be
independent of the supermarket .
and the rent collector and all the
complications of the intricate ur
ban supply system.

In Guyana, judging from the
testimony of the enthusiasts as
recently as a few weeks 2go,
Peoples Temple colonists were full
of hope and pride.

What they needed by way of
sucgh basics as clothing and supplies
wak availabie to them in their own
buging warehouse. The land was
yielding crops. Young peopie were
learning the skills that were needed

to keep farm machinery and gener-

atorse-pepair. Children were being

You don’t make suicides, drug

taught according to their ahilij! Q’a
Old People were valued Tor their
knowledge, their wisdom, for their
very years. . r

And yet, through alil this ra‘
thread of madness, of fanaticismy of
a latent hysteria. You don’t recruit
members of a cult from the stabie
elements of a community. And once
they are recruited they are subject
to extreme manipulation. They can
be indoctrinated to believe any-
thing.

What becornes most precious
to them is the sense of identity, of
being somebody, of belonging to
the society in whlch they find
themselves.

In the crowded city, the cold
city, vulnerable people lose this
sense of self-worth. It becomes
painfully obvious that the socig.ty
around them doesn’t give a daipn
about them, considers them as njin-
persons, outsiders, a nuisance. Tlﬂey
tend to accept the judgment.

When a guru comes along,
;offering them what the society
“refuses to offer, people the world
calls “losers” are ready and willing
foliowers.

There is more than a sugpes
tion that at the core of the Peoples:
Temple movement was a steel band

4 of enforcement, should the brain-
washed recover their senses at any

.1 stage along the way.

But there was madness at the
roots of this movement, eruptitg
finally in the horror of recJLl
events. The society that didn’t gije
a damn about these people has beén
shocked into attention, but there is
no evidence at all that it is learning
anything-$rom what it now-seés.
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GUy WrighE / Jim Jones in transition

(Indicate page, name of
hewspaper, city and siate.)

As the Rev. Jim Jones showed
me photographs of his outpost |n
Guyvana, a wistful enthusiasm canje
over him. In another man, fjr
arother place, I would have called
itJ’lomesickness.

AL o .- c . s
e v GRS W

L

A few months earlier Jones‘
had had a heart attack while
residing as chairman at a meetin
gf the San Francisco Housing A'ug- 31 S.F.Examiner

e thority. He had gone to Guyana to —_—

recuperate at the experimental :

farm heing built there by members .
of his Peopies Tempie. ;

San Francisco,Ca.
When he returned I called him 5
to ask about the place. Not mapy |

$an Franciscans had heard of itjat *

that time, i AA A8 o

LA & 4 u " I i ! Date: 11-22-78

s AT i e was more than willing to Edition: Fin

Lo Yalk about it — seemed 10 need to | rHen al
ﬂi talk. What began as a quick inter-

view crammed into his busy day
stretched into a two-hour visit | Tile: RYMURS
during which he became more and :
more refiective as he showed me
co slides of his faraway colony
and told of the life ther® o Character:

or SF 89-250
Classification: 8
Submitiing Office: Sk
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He dwelt on how peaceful it
was. Howswel he had slept. How
joyous 10 awaken 1o birdsong. How
his appetite revived and his heart
r_';edicine gathered dust. How ten-
s [ans and anxieties melted away.

{ He was a man describing Shan-
grila — 'the Shangrida of his
imagination. Looking at-the photp-
graphs, 1 saw a spartan kibbutz infa
jungle clearing where life would e
arduous and chalienging. But Jon?s

" looked at the same photograplis

and saw a tropical idyll.

“Everyone works but no one is
forced,” he said. “No one is forced
to stay either. But not one person
fias requesied to come home.”

At that time charges of invol-
yntary confinement -hadn't become
g public issue. Jones was simply
{pying that everyone liked the
fjiace.

His mood changed and without
prompting he began to talk about

his involvement in politics. He

obviously took satisfaction in his
political connections; he made a

ing with Rosalynn Carter. But he
tried to play down his political
influence, and he said he had made
a mistake in accepting the chair-
manship of the Housing Authority,
that public office wasn't his proper
yole, What came through was an
lincomfortable ambivalence.

{ He talked about harassment
bf Peoples Tempile, and as he toid of
threats, calumnies .apd atiempted

arson a strong sense of persecution

crepi-inte his mood. ey,

Then he shook off those.
thoughts and resumed his hapgy
reverie about his outpost in Guyan)
where the days followed each othel
in peaceful - succession and thé
trade winds blew one's troubies.
away. .

We were looking at the color
slides in one of those little peep-
through viewers with a light inside,
and he hecame s0 engrossed that he
was forgetting 1o give me my turn.
When he realized his lapse he
laughed at himself and apologized.

P

“T wish 1 could go down there

I came away from the inter-
view feeling 1 had seen Jim Jones
with his guard momentarily dgwn.
Was he simply a tired man wishing
he could get away from it Ell'?
Or was there something more? 4

A month or so after we talked
he suddenly pulled up stakes and
went 10 Guyana to stay. It was
generally assumed that he was
fleeing from a storm of accusations

. o There, but I've alwavs wo
point of mentioning a recent meet- e always wondered

whether he wouldn’'t have gone
anyway. -

He had a record of abrup
departures, from Indiana 1o Caiifor-
nia, from Mendocino to San Fran-
cisco, each time taking a part of fis
flock with him like some latter-dhy
Moses searching for the promisid
land. Was that ciearing in the
jungle a siep in his search, the place
where an impossible dream turned
into the inevitable nighliiare?
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Jones and the poht|0|ans-

T LEAST Mayor George Moscone 1s willing %0
admit he made a mistake in sizing up tlje

[ ¢harismatic leader of the Peoples Temple, ard
‘appointing Jim Jones to head the city Housit
'Autbority

, Plainly. though, politics as well as judgment
“as invoived: the temple of the late Rev. Jones

was ‘a wellspring of support — of tireless
+ n3anpower so
.politicians who were kind to Jones. No one can
, Bupp

important in politiecs — for -
¢s¢, that Moscone was a booster of Jones
solely’ because be was swept away by Jones'
charitable Wworks among the poor.

) 1‘\36 Jonos was valuable politically among a

:'clemin sector of our society and the major

»Ieneﬁtted from this.

But anyway, Geo ge
_Moscone knows he made a big mistake and
b&d lhe decency to admit it. 4

Nop s0 with some of our other politicians in
this city, and in the state. Some of them cbviously
are going to take a very broad-minded view of
the whole thing, and especially of their own past

_'cozymg with Jim Jones and his strange cult.

* Some of them never are going to admit they
made a mistake, not even as they view.the
picturas of those bodies of the poisoned and shot,

~sta‘_t‘ked/as far as the eye can see at Jonestown. A
.few aof -hese politicians will fashion for them-

sel ‘es a platform of sanctimony high in the ozone

© Af pltraliberalist and maintain unti! the Judge-
) ent ;Day that Jones really was a lovely apd
wxsiﬂ\'c' fellow when they knew him tand '01

is poyﬂcal support). . t«

is is self-justifying claptrap. They failed to

‘recognize megalomania. They failed to look into

Charges that the weirdest of things were going on -

Jn thai-bapnotized, authoritarian enclava that
Jones formed and herded to South America.

l‘

{Indicate page, nume of
newspaper, city and state.)
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) Mayvbe they failed 10 read the papers. May

* théy{ailed 1o take seriously the pa%?;aﬁggﬁg
of people who said that relatives in the Jotes
femple were being held against th
subjected to bizarre abuses. Leo Rya

'ah)ptﬁqls seriously.
' {ie"-zﬁn understand how J With 1
captivhting personality and ski W artieatatio
Live skillf

and dispensation of aid to arictatio
could have won-over an uns

eveh a hiogh nffira halAdase
SApEmER Sl 4 PULTLIVIUYY

n ﬂgok't_hosc

i} -'J

i?
unfortunate;peoplg:i
n Ljsp‘gcting persan —
the’early bloom of the Jo?;z; dx;;giez:r:érr?te.tfgg
“{33 reason {0 be unsuspecting. For the signs--
:\b ?ﬁ- qngple that the movement was engaged in :
uie-‘wg?m‘p of Jones and that all was not right in '

e ways'heé exerted his peculiar power. -~ =~ -

Al !

! {What fsnt ea
.:}-]5 mblyiian Willi
-tha}

tions

syB to Unfders'tand "is How
_ e Brown of San Franciscq. as
most glaring example, can say at this st(}a‘gaes'

he has - i
! Eﬁl}n no regrets” about his past associa-

WTANER
o

- Y Ol
TSRO

g
o g !

.%ic}& ‘d.hw‘ how it all turned ou i

! % > t,a if. ;
h; kgovyh farther back that Jonﬁ@jaSB;qoav&q
then Jof "dourse there would have  ha

appearanegs w

it e wou ‘e.-been no
Y, it Y Drovwn andg SO,II]G-_ ather '
n beans. (And, one o

o master of ceremonies for 84 ‘
e or @ Jénes |
ising event scheduled for a wee?(' ?’o;;ts'
turday, but now, of course, cancell N

n -
~uL DIOWH AOw

_ 1?01% o’ saying he was
R .

proudiy resists any sugges- °

|

he Jodes'
el will_or

)t
1§y

7, careful. The

-

¥0$, the lawmaker is bboé’k“ and'.

4
| capped, for the minorities ...

can bet, no- ;- ’ i i
no hin by 3 , knoys ell'the-facts, he says, he T continue to view

]

Wrong, and eupn seorns the |

d i

. supporters wil

~ .
others-inscffice who say they were. It&eems they
were ail merely misinformed. They were babes
in ;he woods. . :
©* _They include quite a number, ranging far
vand wide, including the vice president of ijhe
" United States, the first lady of the land. Rosalyon
! Carter, the sitting governor of California, variqus
. United States senators of both parties and other
officials of both past and present tenure, Mrs.
“Carter, in a letter to Jones, expressed hope for
'one 51 his projects — getting medical supplies
'sé]lipped to Fidel Castro's embargoed island.
7. Many of these people were suckered from
afar, and doubtless knew littie or nothing of the
{roubling reports of the movement in San
ca, hut thay might well have beeri more
good offices of some of them
"apparently were ‘used by Jones in getting his
“entry into Guyana, to set up his tragic establish-
‘mheht there:

e nde
£ Taljuay

* K. K

And then we have the Rev. Jesse Jacksku
“who says he hapes the bhorrible climax \in
3onestown wil] not overshadow “all the goold”
ones did in helping people, and his concern “for
the locked out, for the despaired, the handi-

" Until Jackson

N

- Jones as @ 4 man “who worked for the people.”

§ ™. Ihis i appalling delusion on top of frighfful
} s2for. Assuredly all else is overshadowed tenfoid

by the fulfillment_of a dream that included
,poison by the tubful. and lining children up to
receive Aheir fruit-flavored drink laced with

cyanide. i . ’

We only hope that no one among his former

| be so deluded as to try 10 make a
martyr case of Jones’ rerrible demise. That would

carry indecency to the point of insufferability’

The truth is that he had become liberal ch

here and was embraced by people who want
_ his support and didn’t ask epough questions.

hope this will be a Jessop to our leaders not

ifater 1o whatever flaky group comes along, in an
Mffort to capitalize off of it politically. In the
Fnoamime. a Httle remorse is in order frpy spme
‘partiot -

3
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be of C .t Lacked

;ef._,-;rz, Ryan Lice Charges

B8Y ROBERT BARKDOLL

Times Stal Writer

WASHINGTON—Rep. Leo J.
+&'s 107 aide cherged Monday that
‘o2 De parimernt officials had con-
cef only a superficial investigation
fre g Guvenen culusl sett le'ne'n
‘hzze members killed the COngress-
zn and four other Americans Satur-
y.
merican consutar officials in GU\ -
s1ed that the commune “was
n? rezecnatle despite (con-
mfcrmetion we had” from re-
: commune members and
ceiected, cecording 10
he sialn congress-
sive assistant.
taszy reported: ‘From
see everything was
e U meisinzer 10id TeDerlers.
‘BILES It '.‘;::en ¢ut, he said, “Ev-
'}1'_. ng that pecpie In the (Sen
cieng B;} Ares told us—zll the
—~urned oul 10 be true.
«Cory izom the embas-

couniered
fad inter-

niers of the

- e ha
encampment &t
a. during the past
o confirm any
—une members had
ry the c:.:aps lead-

_lgzn A Dusnmell ceputy assistant
" lceeizmv of sizte for Latin American
. 535c' .:e interviews Were ¢on-
A sion of cult
T3 £umin 1§ {aveg \]cJ'StD ths camp
%3 veer by eonsuiar eificials.

L TLz visits were made prar arily to
mew passports and 1o prepare chil-
sem's Tiria ceriificates, he said. The
recent eueh visit was on Nov. 7,

less than two weeke before Satur-
gex's Xplogsive violence. :
Tre dispute over the thoroughness
of 1the Siwzie Depariment's inquiry
erupied af &n Alr Force C-14] trans-
perl picne was op ils way Lo the Unit-
eC Q..a.e= from Geo-gewun Guyana,
with the bodies of the five slain
Amenicans. -
X dejense Depariment spokestnan
said Lhat Lhe piane's firsl Slep wouid

be g1 &n Air Force base in Macon Ga., .
where the pocy of NBC "c—espon—
iznt Don Earma, 42, of Vidabz GA.

wouidbelelt o

. Tne bod‘-’-': of the other four viclims
Pvzn, 32, Rober Brown, 36. of Los

—_—rl.vea

Angeles, ez NBC cameraman; pho-
locragher Gr regumv Robineon, 27, of
{ne Sarn Francisce Examiner. and Pa-
triciz Parie. 38 ¢of 1he Peoples Tem-.
pie settlemznt in Guyana—ware 1o be
flgwmn W Los angeles znd Sen Fran-
sse.s : .-

There were- 1qe~e olher deveiop-
menis Mondey &s the cepial reatied
with shock end horror W cne ik

. wid

most repugnant incidenis since L':'.e
zssassinalion Cive of the 1980
—CD_VIES ¢f &0 exchanes c’ letiers
betwseen Evan and Metk Lane, the
cu'.s aiiorney. were made '.:cb!..c [
Ryan's ajdes. in his letter, Lane said
‘thzt the cuilisls thougn! themseives
“persecuted” by U.S. authorilies. and
he warnec thel they “Lreais a
most embarrasting situgtion for the
U.S. government” zpparenily by
moving to such Commuus! counined

w—irmt
A...E.JI.

s Cusa or the Soviel Union.

" Rvan repL‘ed that he w-; not im-

- pressed. "L the comment is intended

es z threzt, ] beheve ii revezis more
thzn mzy heve been in‘.en‘é'ed." he
toid Lane.

—President C<:1er a.nc‘ his wife

~-Roszlynn. publicly es‘p:-e“ea thetr

2l the death of the
three Amencan purnaiisss who &C-
tomozanied Byan. Tre Presders and-
hiz wife hec previpusly sent their
condoiences 1o Byen's family. Spezk-

“shock and grie”

_irg for the Presicent, \»n,xe Feuse

Press Sezreta-v Jody Powell said that

. the newsmen “were il nard:dniving
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professionals who lest L'nﬂ" lives
whiie DUTInE the nighest radiuen
of jouwrnelsis
—Carier was brieled during a c2bi-
nei meslng oy Secrewzty. of S'.zt.e
Cvrus B Vanes znd Defense Secreiz
Iy Heroid Brown ofy <»ep< thz! the
£OVErTmen: s i2king in the waks of
tragedy. The White Hm_sp sai€ that
Guvane ned scught o nspeciiied assiz-
ENCcE iR c:e.';.‘v with Lhe siugucn,
-mo‘ £ oiner LRIngs. DOUBON eiDETLS

ze be"‘g senl 0 lae LAY COUTTY -
s c:' cultisif ere s2d o
have commil suicide Dy taking

DOISOT 07 10 DEve been s"’n by cult

jezders
—Tne Air Foree s&d that three
more ransport planes weould be sent

o Guyanz {rom Pzrzthaisrewrn the
gead and womnded Thres piau es nad

been dis ,u:»c‘*‘—‘ reviougy
The Wash:ngtion Post
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York) —— =

The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal

The Atlanta Constitution
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" **’e‘n o‘ me gian re,
zmment of
= Americar

el SLresseld

i an miliwery per-
L oe involved in suppent

anes:own. "l this

e E.."\'

w*'._h
which is

T o

TTIP —Miss Speier, cofter under-
y ot Angrews Al Force Eose hospi-

rer:»mci‘n.l‘ w of.

coop»raun;

ln sddition. the White House made
publiz & exchange of letiers belwéen
Nrs, Carier 'nd Jlm Jones, head ¢f -
ihe Pocolzs Temple cult
Czmer mel Jones prely wh
T ih€ OPERINE c F C;—

°~.-.n

. Jones w 'a::

f his regret

1» -._-h—q.,a ‘her

drmaa

n Carer c""lb.,a'*
1500, He fellowed up 1 3C ed or o the near future. Sincerely,

1oT¥ note by saving!

the Gr\ gness :

A sher time age, 1 traveled 0.
Cuta witk a group of prominent éoc-

1078 206 pusinessmen from the United

Swates. We mel with Cuban officials
0 e pedrcal field who sa} their

iepunfm 1s bedly in need'of hospital

‘eguipment. The friends who 1. ®as
with 2re prepered 16 “mi.e ange-‘
men's right away to get the supplies

- Cubans reguesied Lhey do su, and say
it would be a tremendous start.in
brealing down berTiers beiween
them andthe US. -

M Sl shipped 1o Cubs that zre nesded The .

“ ning thet you could do

en rega:c.rz L“S meiier, of cousse.

woild be Ceepiy .-.::spremateu

Mrs. Carter replied in 2 “Dear Jim”
rcls on Aprii 12, Her letter reac: .

“Thanx vou for your Tetter. Ten-
joved baing with you dunng the cam-
pagn—ent 4o nope You £an meet
Futhsocn, :

“Your comments about CLaa are
helpiid. ] nope your suggestion can be

Reszivnn Carer

tol, smies os she s wheeled on stretcher for
transfer to o Saitimore snock troumo unit.

AP Wirepnoloy




By Robert Pear
2nd Susarn Schmidt
e Sar Sl Rrners

The Stzie Department and the
:ceral Communications. Commis-
~an had reczived numerous com-
“zinis abeut 2 religious cult known
ve5 Temple, but neither
actlion o curbk alleged
ange sect that flour-
=ia &nd in a remote

iworing for more
radio transmis-

cole

. ihe San Francisco

! the religious group
a

b .

[E

3

w3

3
oy o

nes,. founder of the
20 of his devo-
s-murtder rites
:fier members of
hed and kifled

—

.

h
PR . (PR
P
b Iy
r

-
- |
L

Cz.if., and four
ATneTic .
AR W . t-fincding mission

s from his con-

celly mistreated
:uement, known as

mot
s |
13

1

1

BEEN monitoring
iam operated by a
‘e member in San
nvestigalienh centers
tions of FCC radio
the use of ciphers
-smission on frequen-

o

o T
m .
o
¥

£3 1 approved range;
anemizzions to concuct busi-
;oan
staiion ifEn

The com )
cited only a single technical viola-
| tion. One of the operators was fined
" €50 for fziliag to give adeguate sta-

i : eibimn
sion identilic

AT

n.
man of the FCC said
ne azency Secon its investigation of

b [
radio sns by the Peoples
Temple receiving numercus
compiaint trules viglztions.
sfter tne rrube began, he said,
cperalors we harm station started
s ure fe sigmzls so they would
Lot D in, zddition, the FCC
TE :} theusznd hanéd

yrging that the
srering’’ the rcii-

drop its invesiiga-

According to a knowledgeble

i source, church members beleved
there were “informers’” monitoring

their broadcacts and liling com-
plaints with the FCC. The church,
using the Freedom of Information
Act. obtained FCC {fiies in an effort to
determine who was filing the com-
plainis.

ALBERT TOUCHETTE, report-
edly one of the men who gunned

down members ot the group of
Americans 21 Port Kaituma airstrip,
is the owner of the Jonestown siziion,
according to Washingion area ham
sadio operator Rickerd Hayman,
who Las had extensive radio contact
with members of the Peoples Tem-
ple.

i Februery Havmean picked up an
emergency call from Joresiown on
Lis ham racdic. He wound up trans-
mitting a Washington obstetrician’s
instruciions on caeszrean deiivery of
twins to Dr. Larry Schachi ai the
Peoples Temple colony. Schacnt is
believed _to have concocied a poison
thzi 400 sect members drank lo com-
mit suicide.

Members of the Peéple's Temple
and their attorneys have cemplained
that U.S. government agencies were
karessing and persecuting them by
investigating their activities,

The State Department, like Ryan,
had received complaints zbout
“mind-programming’’ and oiher
coercive technigues pracliced at
Jones' settlement in Guyana, but
tended to minimize their signiiicance
unti] members of the sect kiiled the
California congressman Over the
weekend.:

The complaints, including a de-
tziled summary of elleged human-
rights violdtions, were seni to high-
ranking Siate Department officials
by parents of young persons who had
left the United States to folfow Jones
to his jungle commune.

IN RESPONSE TO the complaints,
z Sizie Department official said 2}
news briefings vesterday., U.S.
embzssy persennel in Guyenz visited
Jores’ commune and interviewed i3
secimembers,

~
»
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-American affairs.

2 ‘:'. members reieased

& afficaviis that
sent 10 State De-

oy
oo

.

pe arijer this year in
an rcase official interestin
ihe

Th s state that Jones con-
fisce ine passperis and money of
peonle arriving at his commune,
prcaiited ceniacis with outsiders,
forbade teiezhone calls to relatives,
cersored incoming and outgoing mail
and ceiained people zgainst their
will.

“Jim Jones said that nobody will.
be p=r'-z .e_ tc la ave Jo"le‘IOhn angd

?c“hw nio .» eep any-
ving,” said the affica-
C.'&wford‘ who
1 the remoie tel-
Jd e 1877,

I s et

o her effidavic,
_.s and that if

e. they wiil be
s will be left in

i JON 20 MOVED ERis minis-
1oty i znzpolis, Ind.. to Cali-
e tlv uncerwent a

crmeiien in the iol

to Crawford's
is buttressed by

s of prher cult fol-
griered people pun-
=roke his rules. Th
itded fond deprix‘a-

o rivziien, hard lzbor
cuth American het pep

crtecly were forced to
e T of punishment.
avit guoies Jones

is sentiment In

Nareh: ¢ bestzr even Lo die than

to te enmsiz Oy J"a.'aSsed from one

R continenticike next.”

L Bushnell, ihe State Depariment
oifics a, "'u med that “'we have re-

ceived a subsiantial volume of mail

contendirng that some family mem-
ber was, 1.‘ sgme u;\ or other, being
abused™ gt Jone ettlement nezr,
POI‘L}‘\«“LI”" Gava'\a i
But there was only §6 much the U..

§. goveramest ceuid ca, he said, add-

mc" ¢n =t bnow what
+ comn were, Nor is it the t
."o.e“'*"‘e" ‘
amd '”e W'-c

the conditicns

b

Lo

. ]

SATS weuld
5 cn ¢iviens of
abroad. he szid,
re=i-

DirLO

Taaslem e

~Assneicies Press

Guyanese troops exzraine weapons found 2t the Pecpies Templein Jonestown.

Bushnell also smd that the State
Department had * ‘neard repo'ts of
2 suicide pact among set::ers in the
Guyanese religicus colony. But it was

. Lot possible to investigate the com-

mune fully, he szid. because 1 was in
a remote area and Guyzanese gove'n-
ment officials had a paucv of tolers
ing odd religious sects, including the
Peoples Temple

Meznwhile, there were these addj-
tional developments:

s In New York, Guvanese Minister of
State -Christopher Nzastimiento,
irying 1o show w‘m Gu_vana was
§vVE ‘pa;nELlL to Jones’' j'u"LE_'u: \.U‘Luu\
sz2id Jones had received favorzble

charecter references from 2 number

of prominent Americans, i"c‘uﬂ'i“ﬂ
Reealvan Cerzer, Vice Presicent
Walter Mondzie, Hesith
and Welfare Secretary Jeseph

.

Trape
Edue

_cil

f.;..o, 19e late Sen. Hubert H. Bux
phrey and other members of Con
gress.
+ In Washingion,

reieased En exXEnt ;
tween her and Jones. gth
letter indicates that Mirs. Carier once
cired with him, He toid the first lady

thatl ke regretted being out of to\m
wren her sisizr-in-law, Ruth Cart
Sizpleton, visited Szn Francisco.

« In San Francisco, FBI agents caic
they were checking reperts thai the
Peoples Temple hed a contmeencv
plan calling for the assassination
go\emr*e'n cfficials in this co_mrv
if their ieader or other cult members
were arrested or harmed.

121

“What we are doing right now,
said FBI spokesman Bod Fuller,
coacucting a2n investigat 0'1 to cetﬂ'-
mine if t‘mre is evidence of a conspir-
gCv 10 violate Lua ‘xr:::u.a na i

ration statutes.’

*+ The United States sent miiitary
helicopters, transport vehicies,
racdios equipmen) 10
Guvana to help ce;I with the "'v—"
rizthof the Peoples Temp

1 agrr.'c were sc:: ::

{

poiice IRLETVIEWw Wil



Culi-Watcher
Says He Gave

trc f! |
U.). Warning

SAN DIEGO {UP1) —Ted Patrick. a
religious deprogrammer who has
served two jail terms for his efforts to
wezn voung aduits from cults, said
Ngnday he hias warned for years that
it would tzke & large-scaie tragedy to
get government officials to act.

“] am surprised that it didn't hap-
pen Lwo or Lhree years age,” Patrick
caid. referring 10 the murders and
mees suicide blamed on the Peoples
Temple sect in Guyana.

“] have always said it would take a
tragedy o make the government aci
acamst the culig,” Patrick said in a
telephone interview from Cincinnati
where he szid he was conducling a
“rescue” or deprogramuling.

Ee said he {irst went to Washing-
ton. D.C., in 1973 to ask Congress, the
FBI and the Justice Department lo
take acticn against mind-bending re-
ligous cuits, but gol no positive Té-
sponse.

Pzirick said he has received calls
from anwous parents aboyt the Peo-
ples Temple sect since 1971, but had
not deprogrammed any of ils mem-
bers.

Patrick urged a Walergate-style
investigation of cults and calied {or
new legislation 10 protect people from
what he called “mental kidneping.”
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“mecs HAVE theh' drea.ms, wd xem,
“wherewith they werve a peradive for a pect”
The Rev. Jim Jones wove B “paradise”™ {or his sect, the
People’s Temple, tn the jungle of Guyana; and now out
of bis crazy =3l bas come & horror that, if pot predicta-
bie, at Jeast followed s own grisly logic five Amert
<ans murdered by Mr, Jones's followerg, and at least

W& dead followers themselves, including Mr. Jones—
-aome murdered, some the victims of Ipp:arent suicide.
. One 12ys "apparent” because the Temple population’s

; well-rehearsed rirual of taking polson was accompanied
by semiautomatic gunfire. Just how many of the 385
wlllmg]\ szw what Mr. Jooes had advertised as “the
djgnm of death, the beauty of dying,” and how msny
" were forced, remains unknown,

. In the sheer revulsion of the moment, the guestion
is the old one: How do such things happen? We go
ﬂong dreamily on a bright fall weekend, when sud-
denly, from a place no one can jocate on a map,
comes news, opce again, of the human mind in some
of its feeblest and ugliest and most terrifying mani-

. festations. And surely thére are in our contemporary
} and recent experience models end analogies—politi-
ca] and occult—{for the hypnotic frenzy, the mesmeri-
zation by the Jeader, the aytosuggestion, the embat-
tled rising to 2 group gloriﬁcztion of bloodthirsty
acts. We 1]l know that it isn't alwave easy or even
possible 1o tell a demagogue from a saint. That much
we can grasp. But the darker level of devotion at
which one is ready to forfeit his life for the ravings of
a fanatic—that, most of us will never know or under-
" stand. There is a deptb of helplessness and surrender
at which all the diganity and beauty of the rind cease
t6 matter. That §s the place of which Rav. Jones®
dreamt, and that he found In Guyana,
Uplixe the luacczsiinil 'y of the acte of Rev. Jones

" J

-
3 =

lndhisfoﬂowmtoﬂ:enrdimrym!ﬁd.tbamtga
of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif) and the newszmen and
others in his party is readily recognizable. It was Mr,
Ryan's desire for first-hand information that had

g .‘ by & >J'Aan.___

Inv.

-

“vsy,

takxen his party to that remote and dangerous place. -

And that was characteristic of Mr. Ryan; time and
again over the years, he had shown 2 penchant for
going to the srene —s week in Folsom Prizon to learn
1bout conditions there, a trek to Newfoundlznd to
publictze the brutaltty of hunting harp seal pups. .
What distinguished this trip from those others was
the degree of danger and irrationality that he ex-
pected be might find. Mr. Ryan, by &li accounts, was
well gware of the violen! strainsNn the People's
Temple cult. He had begun looking into the sect's ao-
tivities because friends and constituents who were
former members or who had relatives caught up in
the group had told him of its crielties and intimida-
Hon of questioners. Apparently the more he learned,
the more dogged his inquiries became. Desplte warn-
ings that going to Guyana might be perﬂons.her.hme
40 take the risk. .
Thenmemnybenldforﬂ:ethreenmmen—
WEBC reporter Don Harris, NBC cameraman Robert
Brown and San Francisco Examiner photographer
Greg Robtnson-——who ‘were slsin i.n the lmbush. They

ists who also cemin!y knew the group’s habits of
pressuring journalists. Yet they too pursued the story
—in Mr. Brown's case, by filming the airstrip attack
with breathtaking courage until the moment be died.

1ike Leo Ryan's bravery and persistence in the
pursudt of his duties, those same virtues on the part
of the newsmen represent the single feature of the
nightmare evepts that can be contemplated with un-
derstanding, and admiration. -

PR P - - o

2 L

Ty

CRrvYE,

oun,
Imsp. -
nt.

‘s, OH.

e Rm.
s Sec'y .

- 'i‘he Waehington Fost _AL?_.

Washingtorn Star-News
Daily News (New York}

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal
The Atlanta Constitution .

The Lwdﬂv\gélia ]Téhn]B” —_—

Date s

4B



v }
——
£

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Acm
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst, Dir:

| P —

Adm, Servs, .

Crim. Inv,
IJA-‘

By ALTCN SLAGLE

(First of a series)

}l‘ e

T, Anciher entered his stomach. a2 third
irto his Trecsthone. A hztchet
wis =2rovraen. The dead man. ex-
& Rlochestzr croup called
. ket asRed {or the ritual

iecters of the Body of Christ
6 defore & court. charged with
Coiivess untii she spat blood —

r;eﬂ with con.\p:r;c:\ to com-
a ratilesnake in the meailbox
cuinted that the group had
inciud'n= or“ap.'zeu' \u'r"e

T oY ce tn £ Ampeu.‘l \Iﬂrmes

stown, NJ. the mlﬂded"E‘d son of &
orelor began buving expensie New Jer-
aies. 1ero.‘eu hat he was geveloping & cure
=2 the hezd of & band of yvoung
e of F.lends—"ﬁ*iends" who
ré wurned their paychechs
der. “triends” whoese reward seem-
end promises of wezlth
Crrivate fitm spant 530.000 worih
10 teath military cheaplains how to

AMERICA

10 the Church of

R S

e

O g

TS IN

helonging

r 1,10 ERe
i Anc in Oregon. & dress-alike couple calling
i themse!ves Him znd Her persuaded dozens of peo-
¢ ple 1o surrender their wordly possessions and await
. 1pe zrrive! of 5 space ship tnat would take them to
2 l:etler woriG.

Cuits,

Trev're not a new pheromenon. but in the last
v 0 CGevedes —— with the world beset by uncertain
1. with Americin vouth tern by an unpopular war,
with the countey's educational end family institu.
in wrmojl — culls are inereasingly conspicu-

_tiess
(}I

I‘ seame longer
e 1

hut
‘es of attiress

is was just nine vears ago
Sharon Tate, her unborn

weve snvesely
the

Land  and

Wihin

ended by a
woild first

1 the beight of neir
hsd 2z little extra. the
10 dvive his willing
evil agnd aGuialion
plicl eves. Thote

alunsen's
6 e npovesed
o oany Jevel of
e pierring

A knile plerced the man's body above the l‘

eves were hypnotic., You felt it as he stared at you
in the courtrpom.re he eventually drew a lafe sen-

ience.

This seems to be a2 quality shared by cult lezd-
ers. The Korean Sun Myung Moon infuses his be-

. Hevers i nhe Unification Church with the sort of
adulztion that makes them forsake homes. families

znd iriends to work. unquestioning. for Moen and
hiz varipus enterprises.

A.C. Bhsktivedania Swami Prabhupacda. & Cal-
cutio chemist and Sanskrit scholar before his deaih

last vear at B1. succeeded in placing on the sireet
o

re and in the zirperis of cities across the
United States bald. saifron-robed voung Americans
chantinz their “Hare Krishna. Hare Rama” — and
soliciting funds for the swami's cause. 1o the ulter
consternation of the parents of his yvoung converts.
It is impossible 10 know the true extent of cuils

in thiz country. No one does — or could — keep
records. Toev range, typically, from tiny groups of
devil worshipers meeting periodically in Satapic-
svmhboled basemems somewhere in Texas, or New
York. or California. to the vast movementc of the
Hare Krishnz and the Unification Church.

Not 2]l are as bloody as the Manson gang or the
inhzbitents of Guvana's Jonestown, Some compele
in legitimate business and funclion orenly, end
with legzl sanction.

But cults they &re. .

And most have at lezst the veneer of religion,
Perhaps thie j= one reason for their success.

It’s what Katharine Kemp, author of & Stl.d\ on
“The Fate of Asgression jn Organpized ults” talls
8 “swing of the penculum” {rom the¢ nailcnal un-
rest of & decade ago,
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“ithen 4he riots and demonstrations failed to
erzdicate strife and human suffering. people—

vouns nenrﬂa esperiallv—rurned for answers to =

ople. esperiallv—rurned answers to 8
T izious, :eemmcl} peaceful solution,” she feold
The News Jugith Randal in \'L"ashington.

wo-uca“‘ many of these same young people
1 exposure 1o religien at home. Buf they
¢ *p zbandon the church snd synegogue teach-
ci their liferime, in many cases exchapnging
irr mysiical Eossiern beliels that tnew were

Conon D OT 10 LlCEpi—bUS Lo RIWEYS Lngerst angd.- Prak

“onyv pevchiatrists and pf\choloﬂxﬁb mzintain
tharocult suraciion comes sometimes from gullt—
Ve guill of American weslth in a world of needy
; 2—07 [1oTe Personil matters,
true that the dropouts ofthe turbulent '60s,
me of 1'ne cultisis of the "70s were the youth
ence, vouth in search of meanings. Cults,
e saerifices they {mpose seem to provide 8
=ng of meaning end a feeling of being neeged,
"Seperation from the world™
In fz¢i these have Deen offered eg one explana-
tor the guizziczl behavior of Patricia Heezrst
< her months with the Symbionese Liberation
a political cult of soris. For the first time,
young newspeper heivess suppespdly s2w that
e weye in America peopie who were abused
se ol race people who went to bed hungry,
: ¢ 10 Kemyp, & kex fzclor in cult behav-
wvness 10 forso immediaie pleasure,
why the rank sznd filee! many—out not
‘h Thov ements vp! ceU\ absiainfr om oul-oi
SeN. anu Il'[)m GI'U"’S muuumg clLUnUA
en ihan not. cultists tragically, 2lso give up
right: the right te think for themselves.
su"'ender this, psveholegists sav, in ex-
T “protection,” the same sort of protec-

ey may have felt war lacking at home,
tien provided by authorilarian leaders such
Rev, Jim Jones, head of 1he People Temple
estOWn. |
Hememoe-.“ Rexp said,. ‘.fpeopie like Jones.

tend to have a lot of monev and land and such
other trappings of power a: bodygouzrds. lawyers
and even public rejstions exparts. Theze are eco-
nomical and intelleciual resnurces that the rank
and file can feel are proteciing them as well as
their cause. They tend to give them 2 sense of
resurity.

“The trouble is. tiiere is a price for this sense of
individual and organzational stiengih. because the
cuit member, in learning to identify with his lead-
ers. musi learn 10 toierate separsLon from the rest
of the world. We o¢n the outside may see him or
her as a prisoner, but peopie in this po<i*ion per-
ceive the worjd as imprisoned znd in need of con-
version to their beliefs and way of life”

\Dunv people who lozn CLUCE EED“JQJJ\ are vul-
nerable, smd Dr. Stephen P. Hersh. zssistant divec:
tor of the National Institute of Mental Health, and
a psychiatrist.

“People sre hungeving feor semething thot is
going to struciure lhem, give them zanswers, make
thern feelithev're involved.” he szid. "At the siage
of life when thev siwuld be intellectually adventur-
ous. cult converts sre being told to turn off their
minds ... to follow the leader imsiead of thinking
for tnemseives.”

Uniortunzately, said Hersh. cuits ere 2 phenome-

non thet science really knows iittle about.

“There is & need ior more re‘aemcn,” he said,
“Thiere are no guick 2nd easy anw ers.’
ANext: Why celts?y . L
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Say What? -

MILLEDGEVILLE — I call upon the
World Council of Churches and the United Na
tions 1o investigate the accuracy oi the
Guyana reports, N

Was it a scenario, a cover-up of another
rag-tag counter-guerrilla flop in America?
Was the Peoples Temple a front for a CIA
counter-insurgent operative in Latin America?
Was the sect in California a recruiting front,
and the religious retreat center in Guyana a
training base for counter-revolutionaries? Was
the Rev. Jim Jones only a puppet leader
whose cult was duped by agents and funds in
the U.S. for the Guyana commune, only to dis-
cover they were being blackmailed, harassed,
and dispatched at gun point into guertilia
zones by para-military vigilantes?

What evidence is there in the history and
rituals of the Peoples Temple cult that they
were anti-life, abnormally paranoid, suicidal,
and death driented? Who believes hundreds of
free-spirited cultists voluntarily drank cya-
nide? Did the cultists commit suicide, or was
it murder disguised as suicide at gun point to
prevent revelations of clandestined monkey-
businesa?

Suppose Rep. Leo J. Ryan and his fugi-
tives had told the world this was a CIA jungle
camp? And how can we convince ourselves
that US. helicopters did not assist the radical
elite escape in the night to another Latin
camp? Are we to believe the testimony of the
survivors and the propagandists, knowing they
would have been killed too if they were not
sworn to deceit?

Who thinks the military will not support
the scenario, a congressional committee, or
Aniruaymet
uurﬁl,;

CHAPLAIN ED NELSON
Wesley House
e Al Campus Ministry to Georgia College
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Bob Greene

i

Bring On Next Horror Show;

Two Novemnbers, 15 years apart.

A country transfixed in front of millions
of television sets, both times. 5

But how the country has changed.

Fifteen years ago, America sat for days
" in a state of shock as the electronic voices

told of & president who had been shot

dead.

This year the November story was
about maore than 800 American deaths in
South America. But there was po dishelief.
We lost the capacity for that some time
ago. ‘

Curicsity, yes. It seems we will always

have that. We are a curious people; bring

it on, the stranger the better. We want to
know. We want to know everything.

But as for shock, as for genuine sadness
and outrage . . . we seem to be all out of
that. We used it up.

“Tragedy in Guyana,” the headlines told
us, and intellectually we knew that 9500
deaths did, indeed, qualify as a tragedy.
Bat the talk on the streets did not speak of
tragedy. The talk, instead, spoke of an
American life that has become one unend-
ing disaster movie, with the details and
the characters changing every few
months. We are al! bit players in the
movie, watching it at the same time, in-
tensely interested in the next perverted
twist of plot.

Up the ante every time; that's how it
goes. It started with John Kennedy, and
we found that, after his assassination, none
of the other political murders could touch

us in quite the same way. But our society
tmprovises. How do you top the gunning
down of a president? You don’t. You just
get 50 bizarre that the public drama never
loses its pace. .

Jim Jones? Two weeks ago almost no
one outside of California knew the name.

It didn't matter; the way the rules are
now, the unknowns are somehow better
fodder for our continuing American serial,
Fifteen years, and we need more improvi-
sation than the static story of a president
dead. We already did that one. What can
you give us next? .

_Try a man named the Rev. Jones. Send
him to the jungle with hundreds of follow-
ers. Kill a congressman who goes to see
him, Throw in some Kool-Aid and poison,
Leave a survivor or two to tell us how the
900 bodies writhed before dying.

Do it all before the cameras. That is
part of the bargain. We will pay attention

to all of this, but we must see it. Even in ~

the most remote corner of the jungle, give
us footage of the first bullet being fired.

Ee om0k | Rec, Mgnt.

We Can Take It

- That’s how it works; we expect our horror shows
neatly packaged, and the news media are
experts at that. We may not know much, but we
know how to follow a gruesome story.

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Servs, _

Crim, Inv,

ldent.

Intell. __

Loborotory

Legal Coun.

Plon. & lnsp. .

F Tech. Servs.
Training
Public Affs. OH, ___
Telephone Rm.
Director's Sec’y _ _

The Washington Post

Washington Star-News

Daily News {New York}

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The Atlanta Constitution ._){_

The Los Angeles Times
15~

Date %ZL—

Fei/pod



Use that satellite to get us some color
videotape of the bodies jammed together.
We'll believe anything, but you've got to
show us.

Don’texnectustotumourheads Some
of us did that 15 years back, but we're too
hardened now. This whole thing was just
beginning then, and we were spared some
of the more graphic details. But now we
can take it. Tell us about the smell. Tell us
about the badies bloated in the sun. Tell us
about the blackened faces. We want de-
tails.

And we know how it works. First the
broadeast flashes. Then the pictures, Then
the newspaper accounts. Is NBC doing a
special? What time? We'll watch the book
racks; there should be instant paperbacks
soon, but even that may be too late to cap-
ture our interest. Something new may
come along in the meantime. The Rev.
Jim Jones. There are bound to be songs.

That’s how it works; we expect our hor-
ror shows neatly packaged, and the news
media are experts at that. We may not

know much, but we know how to follow a

" gruesome story. We don't even need to

take it in small doses anymore Come on,
give us all you've got.

It was almost appropnate The news
media are good aboui observing anniver-
saries, too, so all the tributes and remem-
brances of Nov. 22, 1963, were prepared
and ready to go. They got bumped, though,
by our pew version of fascination. No
room on the newscasts for old footage of
Kennedy’s casket being carried from the
plane at Andrews Air Force Base. Nov. 22
this year — and the pictures wete of hun-
dreds of silver-colored caskets ready for a
nrew load.

The last 15 years shonld have given us
some sense of eommumty, but they have-
n't. We know what to expect, and because
of it we have turned inward. We pay
attention to our own lives and hope that
somehow the next blg story won't touch us

$rm il k— amnthae
WRy I.ul.l\.ll pcnwuuuy win jubb alnnnes

chapter in the big show that somehow,
even as it gets ever grlsller bas become
easier to watch.

Fifteen years? What happeued in 1963

- was a learning experience. Basic training

for a nation. We didn't know it at the time, -
but the emotions we felt then were getting
us ready for what was to come. '

And now we've used all the emotions
up. Shockproof. If the events in South
America last week told us anything, it was
that. At the end of the newscasts: “And in
Dallas 15 years ago today . . .” We can
take anything, Bring on the next.
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, Up Fronf/Sidney Jones

ictims of promises

It's a God-damn shame, is what I'll s
about the fate of those poor parad:se seex-
ing souls in Rev. Jim Jones' jungle com-
mune in Guyana.

The complete story, when flnally told,
promises to boggle
even the most de-
veloped imagina-
tions.,

The sad and
bizarre tale re-
minds us all that
truth is indeed
stranger than fic-
" tion.

If Jim Jones
had not been a
leader of a  SidocyJones
church, the U.S.
government would have been quicker o
look into charges that Americans were beiyg
mistreated in a foreign land. ‘1

If Jim Jones had been labeled a Commu-
nist-inspired dictator, perhaps we would
have witnessed one of those commando-type

eschues.

If only somebody had thought to send in
he Marines.

The incident provides a powerful reason -
to be leery of religious leaders who promlse
heaven on earth. ;.

Aqd rightly sq, . . .

It's time for more attennon to be focused
on those who, in the name of religion, pick
the pockets of the poor.

It is no accident that more than half of
those who followed Jim Jones were black

Sy

Those who suffer the most are always
the target of those promising heaven on
earth and pie in the sky.

You could understand how the the Dad-
dy Graces and Prophet Joneses of this world
could convince poor and simple people to,

the name of Jesus, give up their world

ssessions. But even a fiction writer wou
hard-pressed to weave a plot where ¢

any Werg convinced to tw oW

lives.

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}
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lowers as indicated by a scene that took

place in front of the San Francisco People's
Temple. - ' Fio

A young black man in his early 20:‘; St:)od
on the strect side of a fence and pleaded

with the guard to tell his older brother to

ame out.

crowd of worried people seeking informa-,
ion about members of their familjes, 8

know that my Brother is in the bujlding’

Yet, as more of the boge-chilling” story

olds, there are those who still refuse 6" ing. Please serfd Wim Sut to talk to me.”

, | RO
Jim Janes had a strong hold on his -fi)l—

because 1 dropgf.li him off here this morn-

& 7HEN HIS BROTHER finally came oui‘
X the young man, who was in tearsa
';‘said. “You've been a good brother. Can't you
g&ee that these people ain’t right? Why don’t
lyou come out and let me talk to you? You
“can go back if you want.”

... But, his older brother’s only reply was,

. g o “Ican't”
Said the young man, who had joined a" ’

" Said the younger brother, “You're my
oldest brother and 1 always looked up o
you. How did you let these people run a
game on you? Come on and go with me for
awhile.

Again the older brother replied, 1
can't.” - .

Said the younger with tears in his eyes,
“What do you mean you can't? Mama said
te come on home. She is so worried about
you that she's sick in bed.

“She said to come on home so that she
could touch you.”

# Still the older brother would only reply,
“t can’t.”
"¢ And he didn't.
PEACE — ¥
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The Moving Finger

' THE QUESTIONS and grotesqueries keep
buzzing around in your head. Cyanide anfl
Kool-Aid, Kool-Aid and cyanide. The summe

drink and the winter death. Cyanide by th

‘bucketsful, and where did it come from, this
difficult-to-obtain poison, down there in the
‘mad jungle world of the late Jim Jones? A
mining engineer suggests it was obtained in
Guyana, where mining is a considerable

‘industry, and cyanide is useful for separating

‘trinerals. As 1 am making a note of this, the
©o.her phone rings. A wellkiown local free
lznce writer asks tentatively, “I hope I am not
heing insensitive, but how would I go about

. registering that title? I mean, ‘Cyanide -aid
Kool-Aid.” ” When 1 hesitate, he blurts, “Come
on, let’s be realistic. Right now a dozen — make
that a hundred — writers are at the F
typewriters. This is a helluva story. Books,
movies, you name it.” *You've already nam i
it,” -1 suggest. “Cyanide and Kool-Aid” (R,
coming soon to your neighborhood theaier.
Life goes on. Already ‘other news’ is creeping

back toward the front of the paper. Soon the

‘strangest story of our time will become dusty
 history.

Wy

3, * * %

' 1 LOOK AT the photos of the dead piled up
At Jonestown and think about Mike Prokes,
under arrest in Georgetown. Mike, a white, was
‘one of Jim Jones’ most trusted aides, thin,
nervous, intense. His devotion te Jones was jof
‘the Kkind that is being described in the helli?h
.aftermath as “fanatical.” With Mike, it was La\
case of “they” {ithe outsiders, the enemies)
‘against “us,” the true believers. When he spoke
of Peppie’s Temple, his voice throbbed. And yet
he was not obnoxious in his totaT@&dication.

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Mike Prokes, a young man who gegeraliy
wore a three-piece suit and looked at home
oD Montgomery St., was perfectly capable of
killing himself for Jim Jones — or killing Jim
Jones. That thought hadn't oeccurred to me
a few months ago. On the letterhead of ¢
“People’s Temple Agricultural Mission,” it
reads in part:

", “They will never destroy what we have,
because we made the determination long ago
that if they came after one of us, they would

o have to take us all on. Martin Luther King
f e Jperhaps said it best: ‘A man who hasn’t found
IR something to die for isn’t fit to live’ Well,

we've found something to die for and it’s called

'social justice. So it doesn’'t matter what they

succeed in doing to us or how we are finally

e portrayed. We at least will have had the
: satsfaction of living that principle, not because

it promised success or reward, bui simpiy
be¢ause we felt it was the right thing to do —
the highest way we knew to live our lives.” 4

" How does one reconcile these seemingly

. A haartfalt i i
sane and heartfelt words to with Kool-Aid agd

cyanide?

x x ok

= R

. “LEO WANTS {o know if you wani io go
‘to Guyana with him.” Those were the words
written by an aide on a memo pad in Congr.
John Burton’s office & month before Leo
Rvan made his last long trip. Burton.
couldn’t go, nor could the other members of
th= Bay Area Congressional delegation con-
tatted by Ryan — Phil Burton, Norman
‘M|neta, Don Edwards, Pete McCloskey. Iron-
ically, Leo Ryan’s expedition did not conjjti-

tute an official inquiry, since under Congjes-
sional guidelines, at least two Congressnjen
must be involved in an investigation. Hence
Leo’s efforts. McCloskey wanted to go but is
on a not unrisky mission of his own —
speaking—out against apartheid in_.South |

Africa.
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What Jonestown does, —

r’“fASHINGTON—The most valuable of the
YY millions of words that have been written

‘about the mass suicide and murders at Jones-
town, Guyana, have been those factual accounts of
the rise and fall of Jim Jones and the People's
Temple commune he founded.

The stories of Jones’ early life a8 an Indlanapolls
minister in the moderate Disciples of Christ Church
and his breakway move to the West Coast to proclaim
a new sect dedicated to bringing together in harmony
and Christian fellowship peoples of gll races and
religions fits the historical pattern of respectable
Christian utopians of the past. The transformation of
Jones into a grasping and authotitarian figure, ready
{0 use repression, coercion and extreme cruelty to
keep his burgeoning flock in line even while he and
his henchmen were fleecing them also, unfortunately,
has ample historical precedents

These aberrations made inevitable Jones’ unmask-
ing as a dangerous menace to his followers and soci-
ely in general and his ultimate downfall, an event he
merely delayed by moving to the relatively inaccessi-
ble tropical jungle of Guyana. Finally, the eyewiiness
accounts of the horrible last day of the Peoples
Temple—the murders of Rep. Leo J. Ryan and four
other members of the congressman's entourage, and
the mass murder and suicide ritual that followed at
Jonestown-—provided a shocked world with the awful
details of the last act of the real-life tragedy.

These factual recountings, macabre and gruesome
as they were, performed a valuable service {o those
who seek to understand life in its full sweep and who
try to draw some meaning from if{. They remind us
2ll of the dangers that Iurk for those seeking simple
solutions to the complexities and problems of modern
life and for those longing for an authoritarian leader
to show them the way. As disturbing as the sfories
out of Guyana were—and who could not be disturbed
by the specter of mothers pouring cyanide-laced Keol
Aid down the throats of their trusting children—they
somehow seemed less upsetting than some of the glib
analysis and commentaries that followed.

For instance, many analysts saw the Jonestownm
massacre as a statement on American society, that
life in these United States was so constricted, so
vacuous, g0 bapal and meaningless that movements
like the Peoples Temple were inevitable. To that, I
eay baloney. The vasl majority of Americans go
through life working, paying taxes, educating their
children and doing the hundreds of other chores that
we all face in daily living, and de so willingly and
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cheerfully, even finding the fime and strength to help
their friends and neighbors on occasion.

Other commentators simply dismiss the Jonestown
tragdy as the work of a bunch of kooks and mad-
men. That, too, rings false to me. While a strong case
can be made that Junes and perhaps one or two of
his lientenants were paranoid, most of the available
evidence thus far indicates that many, if not most, of
his followers were a normal, if dissatisfied, lot.

To say that the Jonestown 900 were mad because
they followed a mad leader into an insane act of self-
destruction is to say that individuals are not respon-
sible for their own acts toward themselves and

" others. It smacks of the argument that those millions
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of Germans who followed madman Hitler should he
excélsed for the Holocausi because they too were
mad.

Finally, I sam disturbed by the rash of “cult”
stories that seem to equate the People’s Temple com-
mune with other religious or pseudo -religious
(whatever that means) groups that have sprung up in
recent years. In religion, as in any other joint human
undertaking, a group must be evaluated on the basis
ol its words and deeds, not under some arbitrary
system of classification that, in the case of religious
groups, seeks to differenitate between a bona fide
religion and a culf. After all, one person’s cult could
very well be another man’s religion, One wonders if
Jesus Christ and his disciples were at work in the

wavld dndne whathar thay $an wmeannld hae dismizond
WOoId tohay wihaellel Lngy 100 WOuWG 0T GISinissed &8

just another cuit,

As for the victims ef Jonestown, I'm glad that the
government of the United States retrieved their
bodies and brought them back to their homeland
where they can be put to rest by their grieving
friends and relatives, Hang the cost, whether it is $9
million or $i9 million, it is money well spent.
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Meg Greenfield

rmi

1 thought of one of those autornatic
ceiling sprinkler systems that go on of
their own accord at the first sign of
fire. The strange and terrifying news
had hardly begun to come in from Guy-
ana when I and the people I know and
the international secretariat of com-
mentators and busybodies and the
cranks who call in to the late-night

" radio shows started trying to douse the
flames in familiar and reassuring ex-
planations. First weuld come the requi-
site cosmic sigh about how incompre-

hensible were the ways of man. And
then would come the sly suggestion
that the events weren’t really so incom-

-, prehensible after all. Whereupon the

speaker would proceed to interpret the

Jonestown horror in a way that could

. best be summed up: I toid you so.

Accordingly, it was a great week for
the anti-left right, the anti-system left
and the anticlerical of every political
persuasion. The anti-clerical interpreta-
-tion vaguely, but lovingly, put forward
by skeptics and committed nonbeliev-
"ers holds that this—ecarnage, hysteria
and insanity—is. what you get when
you start down that leap-of-faith, sus-
pension-of-reason road to religion.
Crazy Reverend Jonesism is argued to
be but a priest’s step or two away from
much, if not most or al!, of religious ex-

" perience. Under this construction, the

_irrational acquiescence of Jones's fol-
Jowers in'their own mortification and
doom is viewed as evidence of the dan-

. gers inherent in any form of spiritual-

- {8

The antileft interpretation has been
made almost foo easy to be sporting.
Beans and rice and interracial har-
mony and blather about socialism and

Jonestown: ‘The Dark Impulses

Lurk in Every Private Psyche’

communal! living and endorsements
from liberal-left politicians and involve-
ment of people like Huey Newton and
Angela Davis and Mark Lane. 1 calcu-
late that the political backlash on this is
going to get stronger, not weaker, as
time goes on—never mind that the de-
rangement involved here was political
only in the most superficial sense. The

-wages of interracial living is not mass

suicide and murder. '

In fact, I wouid turn the thmg
around and say that the left politics,
from what I have read, seems to have
been less a source of the bizarre be-
havior than a rationalization of
People who were submitting to terror
and indulging some masochistic fan-
tasy with their sujcide drills and beat-
ings and the rest, somehow justified it
with a wash of sentimental, cockeyved
class politics. Only ponder the intellee-
tual confusion of those who could say
in extenuation of a system character-
ized by physical privation, violence and
abuse that, on the other hand, the med-
ical care was good.

The antisystem implications have
been indirectly drawn from the begin-
ning. Practically the first voice I heard
from Guyana was that of lawyer Mark
Lane, just out of the jungle, expound-
ing his theory to a radio interviewer
that it was a bleak comment on life in
the United States that these people
would have chosen to go to Jonestown
in the first place. In Jonestown, at least,
they were free from drugs and crime in
the streets . , . and so on. A variety of
other observers, including newspapers
abroad and, of course, the ever-ready
Tass, have pitched in to help explain

along these lines, citing sexual prom—i
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iscuity, religious battiness and the gen-
eral decadence of the American way of
. life as the true nub of the matter.

The confounding. inconvenient fact
Ib ludl, none OI ihese lmerprewuons
will stand, any more than the related
singlepremise theories concerning
mesmerization, brainwashing and simi-
lar mechanical processes will. The Guy-
ana horror was not imposed on its vie-
tims by an external force or process. It
was also not the inevitable or even
probable outcome of dalliance with re-
ligion or left-wing politics. It's not
where you pecessarily come out if you
go in those other doors.

For one thing, the radical politics and
religious pretensions and passions that

went into the adventure were inextri-

cably mixed—and in a familiar way.’

The Guyana movement has a wealth of
counterparts in the society. And all
these various “armies” and “churches”
and terrorist outfits and sects that have
burgeoned on cur political/cultural
Iandscape in fact have this in common,
They provide a hash of combined theo}
ogy and manifesto for their disturbed
communicants.

Why then do we insist on trying to
construe the various shocks and terrors
that light up the sky as the predictable
result of somehody-or-other’s politics or
faith? Well, at the simplest, most obvi-
ous ievel, it makes ihe night less frighi-
ening for the rest of us if we can atirib-
ute grotesque behavior to ordinary,
manageable causes. And it justifies our

, AeapialEiaded T

KWL LM

own behaviof and beliefs as well, spar-
ing us along the way from having to
face up to a world out there that is not
conforming 1o the model with which
we have become <comiforiabie. X
thought, as the 15th anniversary of
John Kennedy's death went by in the
week of Jonestown, of that Friday -
night when a bunch of us—reporters—
waited on the White House lawn for
the arrival of Lyndon Johnson, back
from Dallas, and heard the assorted ru-

-mors of who the Kennedy assassin had

been. 1 remembered above all the ak
most frantic insistence that it must
have been a “right-wing nut™; Qur
sense of order, already deranged, was
now in danger of being shattered alto-
gether.

. 8o we tame and domesticate the hor-
ror by making it fit our prejudices and

. predilections, and we justify our own
" way of thinking about things, and we
“impose & certain consoling, if decep-
- tive, order on the unsetiling chaocs of

events outside us, But I think there is
something more at play. I think we
don’t want to acknowledge that the
aberrational behavior we have wit-
nessed is at least dimiy familiar to usin
an individual, human way, that in some
respects it represents not an antithesis
of our own behavior, but rather a par-
ody or caricature of it.

The desire to follow the mystique of
& charismatic leader; the blindness and
sﬂlf-dpr'pnnnn and 1|nv19!rimcl resist-

- ance to ev1dence that our heroes may
. be weak and our commitments mis-

guided and crazy; the fantasy of escape
into another place or into the toil-free

- world of total obedience and repression

of self; the reversion to infantilism
(“Mother! Mother!" Jones is said to have
cried out at the end); the contained, yet
real, promptings to violence we have all
felt—these are the things the Guyana

nichtmara pnf in stark relisf,

RAv 2A1 BLdi a2 TaETEe

They are not the vices of some cult gr
the end product of some political posi-
tion. They are the dark impulses that
lurk in every private psyche, the im-
pulses whose control and channeling
into constructive hbumane acts is the
very definition of civilization. What
made the Jonestown affair such a dis-
turbing metaphor and cailed forth so
many diversionary “explanations” was

ite ramindar that tha funala ic anluy a
L0 LLILMNUCL Ludlk WU JUUBIC LD Illl.l." a

. Iew vards away.

©1578, Newswesk
All rights reserved; reprinted by mmlulm



URIUUF I ANRELY SRR R Je0. ! £ =

1% (Rev, 1-27-78)

£

"

Deep Despr:ur

By JOSEFH B. TREASTER
Specialte The New York Times

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Nov. 28 - A
New Jersey psychiatrist who specializes
in treating former cultists said today that
many surviving members of the People's
Temple were “'suffering from severe de-
pression which, if not treated, could lead
to suicide.""

' Dr. Hardat Sukhdeo, deputy chairman
of the psychiatry department at the New
Jersey Coliege of Medicine, said the sur-
vivors “‘are coming out of the brainwash-
ing and, if they do not get help, most of
them will not be able to adjust to soci-
ety.”

He arrived here last night and began
interviewing survivors.

““These people are very much used to
being given directions,” he said, “and
they're going to go through a process of
real socialization.”

6 More Members Released

In other developments, as the authori-
ties in Guyana investigating the Jones-
town deaths released six more members
of the cult from custody, Police Commis-
sioner Lloyd A. Barker disclosed that the
more than 900 killings and suicides at the
jungle commune in Jonestown on Nov. 18
had stretched over a span of five hours
and that the examination of the bodies
showed no sign of physical struggle.

The Commissioner said the police
found a stack of rifles at one end of the pa-
villion where members of the cult drank a
soft drink laced with cyanide.

He also said he was convinced that Jim
Jones, the leader of the cult, and about 60
of his security guards had died in the final
hours of the bizaare evening.

The Commissioner said the police also
found plates of gritled cheese sandwiches
peppered with cyanide, and that investi-

.gators had obtained “information that all

the food and drink prepared that might
had cyanide init.”

Mr. Barker said there were indications

Doctor Sees Danger in Cult Survivors’;.’;

T -

that some of the security guards drank
the potions like most of the others, but
that some had also injected the poison di-
rectly into their veins.

He added that the matter of whether
Mr. Jones had killed himself with a gun
or had been rmurdered was still being
Siudmd. Ot Said the police had E‘ﬁde:‘-ce
that a gun had been held close to the cult
leader’s head, as in a suicide.

‘The Commissioner also said investiga-
tions had failed to find any evidence that’
several dozen bursts of automatic rifle:
fire ricocheted through the commune on
the night of the killing, as reported by:
Mark Lane, one of two American lawyers .
who was at the commune that evening.

son to believe that many members of the
People’s Temple commune were still in!
the rain forest surrounding Jonestown,i

straggiers, there was no search for poss:-
ble survivors now.

" More Charges Possible
He refused to discuss the details of the'

tative Leo J. Ryan, three newsmen and
an Amerjcan woman at an airport near
the commune 10 days ago, and the subse-
quent murder and suicide of more than
900 members of the cult, but he said he ex-
! pected that evidence now being collected
| would be presented to a magistrate

within two weeks for possible additional
charges. Mr. Ryan, a California Demo-
crat, had gone to Jonestown to investi-
gate the cult.

One man has been charged with the
murder of Mr. Ryan, the newsmen and
the woman, who was apparently trying to
escape, and another man has been ac-
cused of slashing the throat of the cult's
public refations officer and her three chil-

Arean
GQren.

Dr. Sukhdeo, a Guyanese citizen who
received his medical degree from the
University of London and taught at Yale
University for severa) years before poing

— v -

to the New Jersey Medical School in New-
L ark, said he believed that the most impor-
|l tant factor in the dlsmtegranon of the

investigation into the deaths of Represen- |

Mr. Barker added that he had no rea-

and said that, while there might be a 1’ewI
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cult was not the visit by Mr, Ryan to
Jonestown, but the departure of two fami-

“lies that had become disaffected with life

in the commune.

“The fact that two families, not indi-
viduals, but two families, voiunteered to
leave was very traumatic to the cult,”
Dr. Sukhdeo said. **This made it possible
for some of the others to see what they
were doing, triggering off a hidden desire
in their minds that they should leave. I'm
sure Jones knew that as he decided to
make that the beginning of the end of the
cult.”

A iDantantlua flacttimnl
A F TV HYT Tl

Dr. Sukhdeo said he believed that Mr.
Jones regarded his followers as an exten-
sion of himself and that after the cult
leader decided that the only course for
himself was death, he ordered the athers
to join him in a kind of **protective ges-
ture."

“He thought it was better for him to

die,”” Dr. Sukhdeo said of Mr. Jones, “‘and.

if that was the case it was better for the
others to die, too."’

Dr. Sukhdeo said one fartar that mau
. SUKNGes Sac one iacioer that ma

ey
. have made it more possible for a mass

suicide to occur at the commune was that
‘*many of the people were from a sub-cul-
ture of violence.”

He said he believed that many people

had been happy in the cult because, under
the totalitarianism of Mr. Jones, their
lives — perhaps for the first time —hada
structure, however harsh it might have
been. It was probably the violent destruc-
tion of this structure, as much as any-
thing, Dr. Sukhdeo said, that plunged
some of the cult members into deep de-
spair. P T
“reellng 2edl insiae’

Dr. Sukhdeo said one cult member he
talked to, 2 former drug addict who es-
caped after the others began drinking the
poison, “‘complained that he was feeling
dead inside.” .

“When you hit him with what he will do
when he goes back, he gets afraid,” Dr.
Sukhdeo said. “There are no support sys-
tems for a man like this, Without support.
he will become addictive again."’

Inthe last few days asmall army of re-
poriers has been interviewing and rein-
terviewing about 30 of the survivors
housed at the Park Hotel here. Dr. Sukh-
deo said he believed that the reporters
had had an impact similar to that of a
team of therapists.

Dyr. q“\rhr\nn zﬂcn nqu" naid fn {]
trip to Guyana h]mself and had come to
study the survivors partly because it off-
ered an opportunity for him to “‘see &
whole group of people who were suddenly
cut off from a cult.”
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- San Francisco: From Guyana ....

~ Social scientists, as we have seen in the last few
days, know a great deal about cults and cultists,
about what they seek and even io some exient why
they act as they do. Their theories seem plausible,
their explanations appear credible. But then the
memory of brute reality once more intrudes. The
calamitous and grisly events of last week in Guyana,
the collective madness and coerced self-destruction
that took more than 900 lives, remains for now a
thing unto itself, defying comprehension, yielding to
no explanatory theory.

The effort to find answers to the tragedy that oc-

‘curred in the Guyana jungle will go on, certainly for

years, probably for decades to come. There istobea
congressional investigation of the Peoples Temple,
and its leader, and its strange colony in South
America. Former cult members will share their ex-
periences, survivors of the Guyana camp will be
heard. And the most insistent question of all-—could
what have happened in Jonesiown have been pre-
vented —will be asked over and over again.

It is an understandable question, and quite possi-
bly one that will never be satisfactorily answered.
Could the chain of events that culminated in last
week’s mass destruction have been interrupted at
some point? Could what seems in retrospect to have
been a fuse burning toward an inevitable explosion
have been extinguished in time to forestall what oc-
curred? It is tempting to argue that it could, or at
least that it should have been. But to argue this way
is only to raise another question: how?

Already some have taken up the cry that the U.S.
government should have intervened at some earlier
point, should have responded more decisively to
complaints that some cult members were kept in
Guyana against their wills, What is lacking in this

clamor is any reasonable suggestion as to the

government's legal basis for intervention into af-

{%irs essentially beyond its control and proper au-
ority.

A government, in a democracy, is not the custo-
dian of its citizens’ souls and psyches. So far as is
known, membership in the Peoples Tempie was

voluntary. So far as is known those who went to .

Guyana did so out of free choice. The cult was a re-
ligion, protected constitutionally from interference
by the state. In Guyana its activities were beyond
the sovereignty of the United States. Investigation
of conditions in Jonestown by U.S. authorities—in-
sofar as investigation was permitted—apparently
yielded no evidence that cultists were being held in-
voluntarily. Even if it had, the U.S. government
could only have asked Guyanese authorities to act.

1t had no power to do so itself.
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* To blame the State Department or the Justice De-
partment for not doing enough to prevent the
Jonestown tragedy is to avoid facing the harsh and
fundamental fact that the responsibility for what
occurred rests most heavily on the adult victims of
the tragedy themselves. It was they who invested
the Rev, Jim Jones with his life-and-death power. It
was they who—long before the move to Guyana-—
accepted his distorted and eventually lunatie vision
of reality.

. At the end many, plainly, did not want to die. But
by then it was too late to go back. What brought
these unfortunates to the poisoned cup remains an
unsolvable mystery. Certainly, though, it was not

-their government that led them to Guyana, nor was

it within the power of their government to extricate
them once they were there.
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ap s quired the ritual murder of a Chris- Crim. Inv.
Horrlf ylng News tian child has belped to send millions Ident.
of innocent people 1o early deaths. Intell.
From Cuyana The enormity committed in Guyana Laborotory —
h the horrifying news from eclipses these as a cosus belli for
Though the ying oM widespread persecution because, sad- Lega! Coun.
Guyana is still too new and shocking 1y 'it'is real, Plan. & Insp
to evaluate easily, a few things would ™’ ED SCHUBERT . " —
seem self-evident even at this early Earp ?ecl.lM:nt
time, ech. Jervs.,
This outrage, for example, reflects » Training ____
very poorly on the state of California,  qy, hots of the mass of bodies in Public Affs. OHf.

which can now be accused of breed-

ing the worst in a long series of fa-
natical, bloody cults. It reflects poorly
on the many Democratic politicians
who were taken in by the latter-day
Rasputin, Rev. Jim Jones. Worst of
alt, it reflects badly on Christians of
all faiths—indeed, on all organized
religion.

Your editorial description (Nov.
21) of Jim Jones as “a sect leader in-
vested with immense authority” is
accurate, but here a frightening ques-
tion arises. Could not these same
words be used to describe Pope John
Paul 11, as well as numerous other re-
ligious leaders? .

Other, unpleasant questions follow:
H a religious leader of the apparent
decency and goodwill of Rev. Jones
¢an turn out to be a mass-murderer,
who can be trusted? Is organized reli-
gion compatible with the existence of
the republic?

I have studied at Protestant-Chris-
tian high schools, and I've been much
impressed by the goodwill and ideal-
ism I've seen in them. Yet ] was
taught, in civics as well as Bible
courses, that it is the duty of all
Christians 1o be willing to gladly die
for the faith at a moment's notice.
This is the philosophy, it need hardly
be pointed out, that so disastrously
motivated Jim Jones' Peoples Temple.
Were the Guyana murders the result
of a fatal flaw in the basic tenets of
the Christian faith?-

It seems clear that while we must
reconsider some of the basic assump-
tions that have allowed church and
state to co-exist for 200 years, we
must also be aware of a possible dan-

erous reaction to the massacre in
uyana: a violent, anti-Christian, an-
tireligious backlash.

Remember that the great religious
persecutions of the past usyally began
with the real or imagined misdeeds of
the persecuted faith: the early Mor-
mon practice of polygamy gave their
enemies an easy excuse for cruel re-
pression, while the absurd notion that
the Passover Seder of the Jews re-

Guyana might well have been cap-
tioned Victory for Satan. Jesus spoke
of Satan as a murderer and the father
of lies (John 8:44).

The fact that hundreds of reasoning
people could be deceived into joining
in a suicide pact points to man’s dire
need for truth. Jesus said: “T am the
way, the truth and the life; no man
comes to the Father but by me”
(John 14:6).

The source of truth is not the no-
tions of men, not even those of reli-
gious men, but is Jesus Christ. St.
John urged his readers: “Beloved, do
not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are of God;

for many false prophets have gone

out inte the world” (I John 4:1).

The Bible was not written merely -

to decorate a bockshelf but to be of
value to us in this life as well as the
next (I Timothy 4:8). It is in knowing
and trusting Jesus that we find truth,
the truth to make us free from the
claims of charlatans. Let him who

- thinks he stands take heed lest he fall,

REV. PAUL Q. ROSNAU
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
La Puente

1

Dees anyone besides English ma-
jore still read Joseph Conrad's classic
short novel, “The Heart of Darkness,”
that probing chronicle of exploration
into the human psyche while jour-
neying into the darkness of a tropical
rainforest?

Conrad’s description of a charis-
matic leader gone berserk in the
black freedom of unexplored jungles
was brought to mind when 1 read The
Times’ account of the brutal assassi-
nations of the five Americans in the
jungles of Guyana.

Do [ recognize Conrad's charismatic
but demented hero, Kurtz, when I
read about the excesses of a modern-
day leader—Jim Jones of the Peoples
Tempie? In Conrad’s novel, Marlowe,
who goes to find Kurtz, escapes alive,
Rep. Leo J. Ryan and his four
companions were not so fortunate,

Telephone Rm.

Director's Sec'y

Like most great novelists, Conrad
“had much to tell us about the human
"psyche. I think I will pick up his nov-

¢l and read it again.
JOYCE E. MASON
: Fullerton
k v
i Like many others, I have watched
and heard the unfolding story of
tragedy and insanity in Guyana but I
have be; to wonder whether we
‘can any longer call these events *bi-
zarre.” The California “culture” has
heen a fertile spawning ground for
such madness’ and the road from
Charles Manson to Jim Jones is short
and direct. The wider issue is, who is
at fault.

Part of the guilt can be laid at the

doorstep of government. In spite of

numerous pleas and reports, the office
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of the Vice President of the . .ted
States ignored what was going on.
The State Department also received
numerous reports, at several levels,
and stood by without acting and even
allowed a group of brave people to
venlure into a holocaust without
warning and without protection. It
was utterly sickening to afterward
see State Department spokesmen,
wriggling and worming their way out
of responsibility with the usual vague,
meaningless double-think dinlomatie
statements.

Where were the police authorities?

To what extent was nothing done
due to the political influence and help
given state and federal politicians by
Jones in various elections?

Should we not inquire now into the
activities of certain lawyers like Mark
Lane who defend the practices of
these extremist groups and who con-
fuse and obscure attempts to deter-
tnine if there is danger io human jife?
This is the same Mark Lane who has
been making a career of crying con-
spiracy regarding the assassinations,
muddying the waters, and trying to
defuse any effort to reach the truth.
‘What is his purpose?

What is the responsibility of
Charles Garry, his co-counsel, for in-
forming one of the victims, NBC
newsman Don Harris, that there were
no guns or armed patrols in' Jones-
town and even going so far as to in-
vite the victims into the trap—* . . .
I hope you go there, so that you can
see for yourself”?

What part did the drug culture play

in this? What influence did Jones -
have over the Guyanese government? .

All these questions need more than
to be asked. They need to be investi-
gated and all the facts put before the
public. How many more cuits and
lunatie religions are out there raking
in millions of dollars, run by totalita-
rians and the insane, putting at risk
more lives? :

EDWARD ANDREW MANN
Beverly Hills
, v

Oh, poor dear children of faith ful-
filled!

What good now the searing shame,
the guilt, and the horror at what we
have let happen? Can all our love, and
tears, and tender mercy ever erase
for us the undying memory of moth-
er's milk and cyanide?

Three centuries ago, our Pilgrim

forebears awakened from their faith
gone wrong, {(the killing of a few doz-
en old ladies as witches), by general
revulsion, and a realization of what
they were doing.

Now, may your dear, sweet, young
lives cut short by even more abysmal
ignorance, be memoriaiized in a uni-
versal uprising against the possibility
of this ever happening again.

May Vour promise, your hope, and
your dearest aspirations find sanc-
tuary in a memorial for which we
hereby solemnly pledge to work—
The Cancellation of Church Tax Ex-
emptions for Every Church in the

Land!
WEBSTER B. OTIS
Pasadena
»

1 pray that in light of the recent be-
wildering tragedy in Guyana Ameri-
cans reflect al some length upoen the
dangers of excessive zeal and blind
devotion to persons and causes,
whether religious or secular.

There seems to be now in this
country a superabundance of oily,
well-heeled, born again mobsters in
business suits who emerge from their
Learjets in God's name, or in the
pame of this or that earthly gospel of
salvation, to prey on the young, the
poor, the disillusioned. )

1 can only hope that the shocking
and grotesque events that occurred in
that distant jungle in Guyana will
give pause to those who might other-
wise be tempted to surrender their
reason and their wills to some
smooth-taking huckster who prom-
ises everything but in reality has
nothing to sell but snake qil.

STEPHEN HARROD
Mar Vista

v

In Guyana organized religion once

' again has dropped its mask of benig-
* nity and revealed its ugliness.

Each individua! is born with one
prime responsibility: to develop his
own unique religious point of view.

- He can discharge this responsibility

only as he makes closer and closer
contact with his deepest self—the self
that roots directly and singly into the
Absolute. However he can't begin to
contact this unique and special root-
edness except as he separates himself
more and more from s fellows, from
gurus of all sorts, from traditions and
tradition-bearing scripture such as
the Bible, the Koran, the Sutras, ete.
The glue that binds almost every
“religious” community is compounded
of the parancid fear inescapabiy en-
anndarad in individnalg in fl__jght {from

themselves, in flight from the prime
responsibility to stand alone—Ilonely
as individuals. - ,
Groups precariousty held together
by this negative energy ultimately
must regard all other groups, and
especially all true individuals, as ac-
tual or potential enemies. Hence in-
quisitions, witchhunts and burnings.
Hence the brainwashing that nearly
all religions inflict to ensure soulless

obedience. Hence Guyana.

DONALD B. ANTHONY
Palo Alto
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BY MIKE GOODMAN
Timas Staft Writer

When Rep. Leo Ryan and his entourage arrived at
Jonestown, Guyana, 10 days ago only one person-—a
freelance journalist—was forbidden to enter by cult
leader Jim Jones,

That journalist, G%Q%Maﬁ.nuamﬁl%al-
ready knew about the horror oi Jonestown, the reo-
ples Temple and Jim Jones, and had been trying to tell
the world for months,

In June, Lindsay wrote a 62-page, hauntingly pro-
phetic account of slave labor conditions at Jonestown,
the madness of Jones, mass suicide drills, armed guards
and the alleged sexual blackmail of 2 high-ranking
Guyanan official by a temple member.

His account charged that U.S. consular officials in
Guyana had intimate knowledge of the accusations
made against Jonestown, and even were involved in
the escape of one tempie member.

But nobody would publish the story. Not even the
National Enquirer, which Lindsay said paid $10,000 to

' himself and photographer Cyril Majtland to investigate
Gordon Lindsay Jonestown.

~ Now Lindsay, his wife and 8-year-old daughter are

{ in hiding in Los Angeles. ‘
‘l

' I‘indsa¥saidhewasw n Guyana by gt )
Mar , WHO Tepresen 7 o that The Washington Post
€ W [ ‘!n- hit list. Waghington Star-News __
en Lindsay arrived in Los Angeles from Guyana Daily News (New York)

last Thursday he i -
men angrilfg Ked ::sa;let by five Los Angeles police The New York Times
Authorities have advised him to leave California, L Wall Street Jounal
ang plt-g;ably the Unjttfgsmtes_ The Atlanta Constitution
indsay said he is taking seriously a threatening call The L i i g
his wife received over their unlisted phone I’!lllflg.lune ¢ os Angeles Times %
when he first started his investigation.
“First there was heavy breathing. Then a man said, ] 1
Ero‘\cxl‘sli never get out of this alive,” recalled Cynthia Date Nov 28 1978
y. o
At the time, her husband and photographer Maitland
were in Guyana trying to gain access to Jonestown and
Jim Jones.
“To stay in Guyana, if you were a rier investi-
gating Jonestown, was impossible,” Linr?'s’gy said.
After being badgered and frisked at the airport, Lin-
day said, he was given the brushoff by U.S. and local

FBI/DOJ
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officials and was told to get on the next plane “or be
taken under armed guard to catch a flight.

“We headed for Trinidad hoping to find a pilot to
take us into Jonestown through the back door—from
Trinidad over Venezuela into Port Kaituma, about five
miles from the jungle encampment,” he said,

Lindsay said it took five days to find a pilot who
would circle Jonestown so that he could take some
aerial photographs. o

Back in the states, Lindsay wrapped up his story and
sent it in Lo the National Enquirer by the end of June.

“They (editors) asked for more and more backup, 1
se;:it- them 14 hours of interviews on tape,” Lindsay
sai ‘ '

Lindsay and the Inquirer also were being threatened
with massive lawsuits,

One telegram from a Peoples Temple attorney ac-
cused Lindsay and the Inquirer of causing a heart at-
tack at Jonestown when Lindsay buzzed the commune.

As the summer wore on, Lindsay said, he realized
‘that the Inquirer was backing off the story. An Inquir-
erspokesman declined comment.

But Lindsay said he refused to give up. “For
the first time in 25 years of journahsm 1 allowed
myself to become perscnally involved in a
story,” he said. ,

Lindsay said he began contacting California

matitininmp trn obis 1tm intoraat in a fadsral nenhe
pu”u\.[dﬂa WOBLH U LitCitol DI B avULi i v

into Jonestown. Then in August he got a sym-
pathetic response from Rep. Ryan.

Lindsay said he dashed off a letter to an edi- .
tor at the Inquirer. It read inpart: , .~ .

“As 1 told you on the telephone today Con-
gressman Leo Ryan has agreed to go to Jones-
town and find out’ exactly what.is going on
down there. He has asked me ., . . to coordinate -
the trip for him.” P

Lindsay told his editors that Hyan had told

him in a2 tanad intaruvianr,
AL B B LBV JRIVGL Wi YT

“1 think this is one of the big stories of the
century. 1t really is. It is essentially & hijacking
of more than 1,000 people put into slavery in a |
foreign country.”. . L
r o

As Ryan prepared .for the trip, Lindsay
worked behind the scenes. -
Joe Hoisinger, Ryan's administrative assis-

tant in Washinfton, told The Times that Lind- -

say “was one of the most valuable people in thit
whole thing. He was crucial.™ . . '

When the Ryan party arrived at Port Kaitu-
ma, a few miles from Jonestown, Lindsay was
ajong as a special consultant to NBC newsman
Don Harris, who was later killed with Ryan and
three others in an ambush by members of the
Peoples Temple. j

A tractor pulling a cart drove ud;;to take the
newsmen to' Jonestown, but Lindsay recalled
that the woman driving the tractor announced,
“Everyone is invited 10 Jonestown except Gor-
don Lindsay.” She would give no further ex-
planation.

“1 was seething inside. 1 had worked this

slory for five months,” Lindsay recalled. “At
long last I was at the doorstep.”

But Lindsay said he had no choice but to hop
into the plane that was leaving for Georgetown.

The unpublished story he had written five
months earlier made it clear that Jonestown
was ready to explode. ‘

On the second page Lindsay told of:

—"Jones involving his 1,100 followers in a
threat of mass suicide.

" —"People being beaten untii blood flowed

. from their faces and other parts of their bodies.

+ —“A guard pressing on people’s temples until
they collapsed in pain. o

. ="People being placed in a small, under-
ground box from one to seven days.

~="Children at.night being thrown into a4 well
for misbehaving. i

—*A child informing Jim Jones that his fath-
er was planning to vscape.

—"People being placed on a learning crew

.and forced to work through the night.” |
In his story Lindsay deseribed a mass suicide:

drilf through the eyes of a Jonestown woman
who escaped.

“All the guns were gotlen out and everyone
met in the pavilion for hours . . . Finally Jim
told us there was no hope, that we were going
o have to die . . . they brought in this big ésg
and everyone got into this long, long line. Ev-
eryone drank except Jim who sat in his elevated
chair and watched. -

“Various people cried out in happiness that |

they were all going to die. Hell, I was happy, [
said, ‘Wow, man, it's all over.' . . . Death was
better than life in Jonestown.” ‘
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- . Jonestown Questions

“Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof. . . "

Those are the opening words of the Bill
of Rights, the first 10 amendments to our
Constitution. It is under the protection of
those words that cults such as that founded
by the Rev. Jim Jones may flourish. The
Peoples Temple was a religion for its mem-
bers, and its founder, during his final days,
considered himself to be God. -

What is it that these cults offer that is
not offered by more orthodox religions? How
can a Jim Jones, an unremarkable person
except for his ability to bend minds to his
will, even to the point of mass suicide, per-
suade thousands to follow him? Why will
sane people continue to participate in a cult
which becomes progressively more tyranni-
cal, rapacious and vicious toward its mem-
bers as the Peoples Temple did? And what is
a religion in the constitutional sense? Is it
simply a movement whose jeaders make that

Psychologists and others are wrestling
with answers to those questions in the wake

- of the Jonestown tragedy. Understanding the
individual person is a tremendously difficult,

perhaps impossible challenge. Understanding
the behavior of masses of people may,
strangely, be easier. A leader like Jim Jones
seems to have an instinctive feel for manipu-

lating crowds. Perhaps he understands how.

to persuade the individuals that make up the
crowd to surrender the freedom and con-
science and responsibility that most of us
like to think are God-given. Is the result reli-
gion? " e

Since it is impossible to read the mo-
tives of men with infallible accuracy, it is
futile to suggest that some sort of legislation
on founding and furthering cults like the
Peoples Temple can prevent Jonestowns
from happening. Futile—and unconstitu-
tional, We can only hope that the human
race, in spite of all the signs to the contrary,
grows 2 little wiser and more humane as it
moves through the centuries.
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AM atter of Questions

The final irony for Jim Jones must be
that he cannot savor the worldwide attention
that followed the horror he msplreﬁ in Guyana
For a twisted mind that
apparently thrived on
adulation and notoriety,
the shock following the
deaths of mote than
800 people would have
been an orgy, the ulti-
mate feast for a me-

Vo

But while Jones no
longer is with us, his
legacy is.

Unfortunately, it
is with us still, that chance in life that puts
ope demented mind in position to grasp and
control other minds in search of. . .something.
We know it is with us each time we—with re-
newed awarepess and wariness—~walk down
chanting, heads tilted skyward, eyes closed.
We know it each time we see street preachers
babbling and strewing insults at the “‘unm-
saved,” while crowds gather to be entertained.
Or, to be convinced. We know it each lime we
read about some preacher who receives from
the poor and gives to himself, flaunting a
stable of fine cars, flashing a pound of jewels,
promising little or nothing, but ashng for
everything—-devotion.

Oﬂ.en, what happens to that preacher s

devoted foilowers and to ihe followers of
myriad “religions” is no more harmful than
what Iulppens to members of “regular” reli-
gions.

As the Peoples Temple story shows, how-
ever, there are exceptions that shock. Excep-
tions that are evil and dangerous. What is done
in the name of Salvation often is against the
law of man and any other law.

Whenever ote of these exceptions casts us
into the role of witness to some bizarre and
frightening event we grope anew for ways to
understand and combat the influence that cults
bold. (And we fumble. Autopsies should have

been performed immediately on Joneslown
dead, but they were not.)

Investigate those cults! somecne cries.
Put them out of businesst

It is true that much that went on in the
Peoples Temple cried out for investigation.
But in cult cases, the law seems impotent. Be-
rause it is imperative that we maintain sepa-
ration of church and state, the government's
attempts to crack down on cults—even those
that obviously should be cracked down on—are

like a giant bear fighting air with marshmal-

low gloves.

Additionally, there is a problem much
like the one that surrounds pornography: One
person’s cult is another’s “regular” religion.
And if we investigate a group, who will decide
whether it is a legitimate religion or whether
it poses a threat to society and to its mem-
bers?

That question is as difficult to answer as
the ones we're all asking ourselves now as the
gruesome Jonestown tale continues to unfold:
How could 900 people be so blind? And how
could one man have such a hold? And more
mhtemngly. will it bappen again somewhere

>

Sometimes the questions far outnumber
the answers. The Peoples Temple massacre/
suicide brings such a time. There is no under-
standable answer to the question of why more

than 900 people died for a despot. Their death.

was not even for dignity. Or at least not in
dignity. There is no dignity in a pile of bodies
decaying in a foreign land.

llaybe, just maybe, there is one way to

 find some redeeming quality ib all this. The

possibility lies in questions. If the horror in
Guyana causes some person in ope of the
world’s countless cults to stop for a moment
and question the motives of that cult’s leader,
the Guyana tragedy will not have been totally
Jost on us. If all those deaths and all the
stories and analyses that follow will cause
questions that make one potential Jim Jones
fall from grace, then something will bave been
gained from the terrible loss that stiil has the
world shaking its head and saying, “T just can't
believe it”

k)
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Jonestown Has
Many Precedents

By BOYCE RENSBERGER

Had they died for a cause in which everyone could be-
tieve, they would have been cailed martyrs. But the mem-
bers of the People’s Temple shared a belief system that,
though surely coherent and laudable to -them, seems to
others tragically misguided and even psychotic.

Yet, from what psychelogists know of the human mind
and from what anthropologists know of how peoples have be-
haved when their belief systemns were threatened, it is clear
that the rise of the California-based culi, its retreat to
Guyana and its cataclysmic end have ample precedent.

Indeed, the birth and death of the People’s Temple fits a
pattern repeated many times in many cultures. An exami-
nation of these phenomena sheds light on the nature of the
universal human need rot only for an explanation of the un-
known but of the personal need for acceptance by society.

The evidence is that whenever a group has been made to
feel that its belief system is no longer generally shared or, at.

a minimum, respected, something radical happens. \

A cornmon paitern is for a small group io find that its

traditional values are no longer respected in a changing
larger culture. A new cult, typically messianic, emerges,
often with a charismatic leader who promises his followers
that the millennium is coming and that they will be prepared
for it while the evil larger society will be cast into darkness, *
Among the best known examples are the cargo cults of
New Guinea and Melanesia. Christian missionaries arrived

in the last century and persuaded the islanders that their

religion and way of life were inferior to the ways of Europe
and America. Rocked by such teachings from people with
obvious material wealth and power, new cults emerged,
blending Christian and native concepts and preaching thata
return to fundamental values would usher in a utopian age
in which Melanesians would dominate Europeans. The con-

cept of the meek inheriting the earth — the strong made

weak and the weak strong — has been a feature of messianic
cults everywhere. : .

As the Western impact on the Pacific Islands continued,
with military forces replacing missionaries in World War II,
utopia-promising cults continued to emerge and fade.

To Western eyes, the most poignant instances involved
the belief that God was labeling crates of cargo for delivery
from the skies to the Melanesians but that Westerners were

intercepting the shipments. To prepare for the millennium

when the cargo would reach its rightful owners, Melanesian
groups built elaborate airstrips and warehouses.

Many American Indians suffered a similar destruction
of native culture with the westward migration of white set-
tlers. In 1870 the Ghost Dance religion emerged in Nevada
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and swept through
several tribes of In- '
~ dians. A Paiute
medicine man had
had a vision that a
new era was com-
ing in which the un-
godiy would be pun-
ished and the native
Americans restored
to a promised land.
To prepare them-
selves they were 1o
learn the rituals of
the Ghost Dance. ) .
Even in Western cultures messianic cults have been

" common. 'It’s easy for us to look on the People’s Temple as
aberrant, but they reflect a phenomenon that runs through
many cultures, including our own,' -said Dr. Theodore
Schwartz, an anthropologist. **America has had a long his-
‘tory of similar religious cuits.” o .

" Among the better known of these are the Shakers, the
Mennonites, the Amish, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Father Di-
vine’s Peace Mission and Aimee Semple McPherson's

_ Church of the Foursquare Gospel. . _

The Millerites, whose predicted dates of apocalypse
’S’ame and went, finally modified their beliefs o survive as
today's Seventh Day Adventists. The Mormons, once viewed
as bizarre, migrated to the Utah wilderness and became re-
spectable. All the world’s great religions, of course, began
as tiny sects repudiating the beliefs of the majority.

As many sociologists have observed, the idea of going
off into the wilderness to start a new way of life is a thor-

oughly American tradition. Over its two centuries this coun- ..
try has seen the founding and, wsually, the foundering of

scores of utopian communities and religious sects.
The United States was, after al}, founded by minority

retigious groups seeking freedom from persecution. The pio--

neers who pushed the frontier westward were often driven
by a need 1o find a place where their belief systems could be
lived out without harassment {rom others. .

California was, for most, the geographical end of the
search for a Promised Land and, perhaps for that reason,
the beginning of the psychological search. Dr. Charles
Glock, a sociologist who has studied California cults, agrees
that the country has always spawned new cults but believes
that the social turbulence of the 1960’s increased the rate.

He suspects that the rise of new cults probably peaked

about 1974, Prominent today are such groups as the Rev.

Covem RA e te Tl mmdionen Fhiical Doalaemsaloger ko’
OUfl MYUNGE miOON § UNHICAUON Cnurcn, JCienitiogy, lne

Hare Krishna movement and Synanon. "

What is com- .
mon to nearly all
the movements is

that they began as
small bands of peo- .
ple who sulfered
what  anthropolo-
-gists call “relative
deprivation'’ — not
necessarily in the
material sense, The
hypothesis  deals
with people who
feel they are being
deprived of influ-
ence in the mainstream even though they adhere to the
proper values and *'live right.”” Such people feel a need to
band together for the social approval society denies them.

“ *“It's a feeling,”. said Dr. Mervyn Meggitt, an anthro-
pologist who has studied the phenomenon, *‘that people are
redefining the world in a way that excludes us even though
we are doing the proper thing, We are abiding by the word of
God but others have taken control of society.”

Scorned belief systems, it appears, do not automatically
wither. The believers seek reassurance and, if there is a
Jeader prepared to unite them, a new cult emerges. It pro-
vides the social approval that individuals need and concen-
trates the momentum of individual dedication to a cause
into a smalil reiigious counterculture. The aimost universal
expectation is that someday God wil] put it all aright. .

The success of a cult often depends on the presence of an

.. effective, often charismatic, leader who knows how to

deliver the approbation so needed by his followers. )
Such leaders often accumulate and display great per-
sonal wealth, something outsiders believe ought to arouse

- resentment among followers. Examples include Father Di-

vine, Rev. Ike, and Garner Ted Armstrong. In fact, it ap-

‘pears ihat foilowers often take pride in their ieader’s

wealth, seeing in it evidence that God is indeed rewardin;

- thegodly. - :

In a way, so-called brainwashing procedures condense

‘the historical process that spawns cults intoa program of al-

tering the belief systems of individuals. Victims are sub-
jected to personal degradation and isolation from approvat

- until they begin to question the rightness of their beliefs.

At this point a new set of beliefs, approved by the brain-

-washers, is introduced. As the victim demonstrates accept-

ance of the beliefs, both material rewards and social appro-
bation are delivered. So powerful is the need for these, psy-
chologisis suggesi, that belief sysiems that satisfy the needs
are embraced more strongly.

In the formation of cults, one other psychological mech-
anism is at play — the effect of power on the leader. As the
leader becomes the embodiment of the group’s hopes for a
millennium, his ability to separate himself from his office
can be severely tested.

Often enough the very qualities that push him to leader-
ship impel him further. He identities so closely with the
prophets of his belief system -~ Jesus, Lenin, Moharnqu.
whomever — that his decisions as leader are regarded as in-
fallible or divinely inspired and, therefore, quite capable of
overriding the older tenets of belief. .

The process is familiar to psychiatrists who have seen
countless persons whose behavior develops almost imper-
ceptibly over a period of years from unremarkable patterns
into fuil-blown delusional psychoses. ‘‘In our mental hospi-
tals,” Dr. Schwartz said, *‘you’ll find many people whoare a
cult of one. They don't all find followers.”

Followers of such a leader, as were the settlers at Jones-
town — most of them very much excluded from the main-
stream of American life — may find the only source of social

. approbation for their belief system lies in obeying the dic-

tates of their leader.

Willingly going to one’s death for a cause that tran-
scends death is, of course, a proud and noble tradition in the
histary of religion.
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A Prophet, a Cult
And Mass Madness
In Guyana Jungle

““The horror! The horror!”

That is what Mr. Kurtz, the civilized
man dying in the jungle, tells the
narrator of Joseph Conrad's *“Heart of
Darkness.” Conrad’'s hero, dreading
the truth about the human heart,
avoids learning what the horror in the
jungle had been. But that was in the
1900's, when news traveled slowly.

The news from the Guyanese jungle
is still traveling under handicaps,

some of them apparently imposed by

Guyanese and American officials. But
since Friday, Nov. 17, when Represen-
tative Leo J. Ryan and his party left

Georgetown to visit the commune of

the People’s Temple in northeastern
Guyang, a new horror emerged from
the jungle almost daily.

Mr. Ryan and 17 other men and
women, mcludmg members of the

press, disaffecied former cuit mem-

bers and Congressional staffers, went,

to Guyana to investigate complaints of
brainwashing from kis Northern Cali-
fornia constituents. The group spent
most of Saturday walking about the
commune and talking 1o members,
most of whom expressed enthusiasm
for the temple and its works. But some

cultists chose to leave with Mr. Ryém. -

As the group prepared to board their '

planes and depart the following day,
commune membpers started shooting.
Mr. Ryan, three newsmen, and a de-
fector were killed and others fled to
the jungle, but one plane escaped.
The Rev. Jim Jones, the cult's crea-
tor and leader, apparently planned for
all 18 visitors to be killed. When he
learned of his failure, said a witness
who escaped, he told his followers
‘*The time has come to meet in another’
place,” and set in motion a plan sur-"
vwmg cult members have declared
Mr. Jones had repeatt‘emy and care
fully rehearsed with his congregation.
A concoction of Kool-Aid and cyanide

.was made and nearly every man,
woman and child of the commune par-

took or was forced to partake.

Rumors that “'possibly as manyas

200" of the commune’s members were
preparing to kill themselves reached
the State Department, which passed
them on to the press; in San Francisco,
the cult’s Amenc‘an home town, a

P ey Danmlate Tamnla
SPOREsindn for the rcupic 5 1ciiipnc

denounced the report as ‘‘sensational
and patently untrue.” In fact, its only
untruth lay in its modesty.

‘On Monday, Guyanesa officials
issued the first body count: 405, Mr.
Jones was said to have been shot to

death. An American military team,

sent to fly the dead out of the jungle
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and back to the United States, arrived
at the suicidé scene by Wednesday

The trickle of, survivors — numbered
only in the dozens — - stopped after one

day. Suspicion mounted: What had be-

come of the hundreds that could ae¢-
count for the p:m between some 400
‘bodles and the more than 800 Ameri-
- can passports Guyanese searchers

.. said they had found?

But on Friday, American officials in
Guyana disclosed that the true num-
ber of bodies might be closer to 780,
and yesterday in the United States the
probable toll was raised to 900. They
did not say why it took so long to find
out, or why the Guyanese had mis-
counted so badly. Guyana's Minister
of Information explained that bodies
had been found under other bodies. If

this is true, no one noticed for five days -

that bodies were stacked two deep.
Who was Jim Jones, and who were
the people who quickly killed them-
selves just because he told them to? In
San Francisco, only former members

of the cult, and reporters who had .-

spoken to them, seemed to have no-
ticed anything strange. Mr. Jones had
preached a blend of fundamentalist
Christianity and social activism; he
had appealed powerfully to the dispos-
sessed; 80 to 90 percent of church
members were reckoned to be black,
- and the elderly and middle-aged were
disproportionately represented. But

" ex-members told, as they began to do -

last year, of fake miracles, of physical
and mental coercion, of members re-

quired to turn over all their wealth to -

the church, of sexual abuse and intimi-
dation. It was following such reports
that in August, 1977, Mr, Jones left for
Guyana, taking much of his congrega-

. .tion with him.

Mr. Jones first set up the People’'s -

Temple in Indianapolis, tooK it to
Ukiah, Calif. in 1965, and to San Fran-
cisco in 1871. He struck some as fanati-

"¢al, but none as crazy, and served in
" minor public offices. Local political

leaders respected him because he had
followers who were voters also. He col-
lected, Guyanese authorities said, let-
ters of commendation, in general

. terms, from such people as Vice Presi-

dent Mondale, Rosalynn Carter, Sena-
tor Henry M. Jackson, Some of the let-
ters now appear to have been faked,

“but they are the sort any preacher with

even minimum respectability — and a
jarge congregation — could obtain

from dlmost any politician. After the

fact, Mr. Jones’s own 19-year-old son
described him to the press as a para-
noid and & fanatic, but by that time
everyone else knew the same. )

Could anyone have prevented the
murders and the suicides? 1t is far
from clear that, before the massacre,

. Mr. Jones had ever done anything he

could have been prosecuted for. The
Justice Department has several times
rebuffed Congressional requests, in-
cluding one from Mr. Ryan, to look
into allegations of brainwashing and
physical abuse in religious cults, on
the ground that such investigations
would violate Constitutional guaran-
tees. The Federal Communjcations
Commission said the sect had been
breaking the ham radio rules. The So-
cial Security Administration had been
curious about possible irregularities in
the assignment of cult members’
checks to the commune. Enough to
recommend a Congressional factfind-
ing trip, but nothing that would have
justified a Marine landing in the heart

_ of darkness.
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Just as the Rev, Jim Jones and his Peoples
Temple gathered a varied flock by race, age
and economic wherewithal, so the story of the
cult members’ gruesome demise has been fol-
lowed raptily by Washingtonians in all walks
of life,
“I indulged myself too much, actually,” said

a woman interviewed yesterday afternoon at
the Sears store near Alabama Avenue and Good

i Hope Roa_d SE. “I‘n}yhuping. it doesn’t cause me  ,nicles and broadcasts about “cults,” had made
o to have nightmares,” she said. an inaccurate connection in some people’s minds

R, The woman, an accountant who asked that between the Unification Church and the Peoples
i her name not be used, said the 900-plus deaths Temple.

in Guyana had rekindled her earlier worries  wwe don't want to be put in the position of

about her daughter, who 1s a Black Muslim. 5 oy}t hecause we're not a cult,” said Michael
“I had heard that you couldn’t come out once Littwin, the Unification Church’s educational
you've joined [the Muslims),” she said. “But coordinator. “We're a church. L1ke any other

later I was satisfied to learn that this was not Christian Church, we react with horror to the
” -

true. whole thing.”
After the sheer bewilderment that came  “A reporter asked a minister of the church

through in virtually all of two dozen interviews the other day whether he would die for the
conducted yesterday in suburban Virginia and

Washington, the two most comon reactions to

Two spokesmen for the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon’s Unification Church said the press, in

the Guyana horror story were a concern for . C_{
the susceptibility of American teen-agers and The Washington Post
young adults, and a growing suspicion of eccen- Washington Star-News
tric religious groups. Daily News (New York)
o "‘"I I}:J‘ 5 aTazed that a pegsgn“f:\(:&l‘d“x"ea‘l,ly hold The New York Times
Yild L JlIUL IR \-ll)?llﬂlllﬂ, sadlu a lJUBI-ﬂI Wul.nlf.l. V¥ 11U The WEH St,reet, Joumal
had gone to shop at the Seven Corners shopping The Atlanta Constitution
center yesterday morning. “I have six sons and The Los Angeles Times
I would hate to see any of them get into such
a hassle.”

A rtetired insurance salesman said it was Date WAV ® o 4non

“ahsolutely ridiculous how so many people can
behave like a bunch of sheep.”
“I think they were brainwashed,” said Willie

[V TP TRl ] a langtivan wacidant nF ﬂnurnfn“rn
MICHEL, @ JMIELILIT  1TJIUTIIL Vi uuwililtuwi
Washington who was waiting with friends for
a bus at the Greyhound terminal “It’s very

interesting to see how weak some people are.”

Susan Quail, a keypunch operator making a
bus connection on her way from a Florida
vacalion to her New York home, said there was
a lesson to be learned about the dangers of join-
ing certain groups. “And T hope il's the younger FB1/D0J
ones that learn something from it,” she said.




Reverend Moon,” Littwin said. “Th- minister
said, ‘No, we're too busy living for « .*7
- Littwin said the anti-Communist Unification

Church attributes the mass suicides to the
Peoples Temple's Marxist leanings. “Marxism

cave man hac np gniritual valusa Van ara a
sa¥s Inan nas no §spiriiual vaiue, You are a

material being and that’s it. In that case life
doesn’t mean anything.”

But the Washington correspondent for the
Daily World, a newspaper supported by the
Communist Party, denied that the mass suicides
were a result of Jones’ Marxist leanings. “Marx-
ism stands for human values and not death,”
said Tim Wheeler, the correspondent. “This
thing that happened in Guyana has the marks
of a fascist mentality,”

TNir Mhish Tios Thiin nroacidond Félin T30 0
L. 1 HICH Uial rul, presiQoil g1 i€ pudanisc

Congregational Church of Americd, told his
Washington congregation yesterday that “the
first precept of Buddhism is do not kill.”

Although several Buddhist monks set them-
selves on fire in the 1960s to protest the Viet-
nam War, Buddhists do not consider such acts
as suicides, said Thich Giac Duc.

In any case, only certain monks are “high
enough spiritually” to set themselves on fire,
he added.

Leaders of other churches here blamed the
mass suicides in Guyana on Jones® ability to
make himself the center of worship and atten-
tion rather than encouraging worship of God.

Jones was able to attract so many
followers -because “traditivial
churches have falled to transmit to

people what they needed and wanted
in worship,” sald Jim Ellenberg, pas-
“tor of the Pentecostal” Heoliness
church Northwest, a fundamentalist

RTIUI CH] AU i T 3% pRIJLLE-

congregation. “So people have looked
‘to the Eastern religions and to occult
groups, like Jones'.” . ,

- The question of who should pay for
moving and burying the dead aroused
sirong feelings among some of those
jnterviewed yesterday. -

«I don't think they should have
been brought back” sdid Mary Pat

- pcKenna, ‘an Arlington  housewife.
“It's & tremen .
ernment when they went there volun-
tarily and they were socialists and ev-
erything and wanted something better
than this country could offer. "We
should have left them there.” - - ‘

“It seems like we ought to go and,
find all that money they left there]
and selze it {to pay the transportation |
expensees),” sald Jim Slawson, & homi-!
cide detective interviewed at D.C. po-
lice headquarters. ]

Some of those interviewed sug-
gested that the government should
have monitored the Peoples Temple
more closely. - - T T

But # retired insurance salesman
shopping at Seven Corners disagreed.
«what could the government do?" he

asked, “Everybody now is screami
that they should have®doné  sou
thing, bul then the minute the govern-_
ment steps in they scream ‘govern-
ment inlerference™, - = 7 (7 ™
At the National Galiery’s new east

wving, a recent Soviet emlgre walting

in line to see the paintings of Norwe-
gian artist Edward Munch sald -that
nothing like the Peoples Temple s\:_ag‘a
could have begun {n Russia. o

a

_ “You cannot get poison to commit
suicide,” sald Vladimir Preysman,
now a systems analyst in New Jersey.
“And al] groups are restricted there
50 you cannol start 8 new rql;gigr;,
and ¥ou'can't go sbroad.” -~

“Jt may be an advantage of fotali-

ian system,” he sald. “And faybe

" : ol . "L 4 S
not . e lF Te fL Rl

SUSAN QUAIL
... "“alesson to be learned”

] WILLIE MITCHELL
... “they were brainwashed”

‘Pm amazed that a
person [ has] that much
charisma ... I have six

‘It’s « tremendous expense
to our government . . . they
went there voluniarily

sons and  would hate and wanted something
to see any of them - better ... We should have
get into such a hassle. |left them there.
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By Robert Pear .
and Susan Schmid¢

Washington Star Staff Writers

The State Department and the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion hid received numerous com-
piaints about a religious cult linown
as the {Peoples Temple, but n%ither

" togk decisive action to curb al{eged

abuses by the strange sect that flour-
ished in California and in a remote
South American jungle. -

FCC officials said yesterday that
they had been monitoring for more
than a year coded radio transmis-
sions between the San Francisco
headquarters of the religious group
and its sprawling agricultural com-
mune in the former British colony of
Guyana.

The Rev. Jim Jones, founder of the

sect, led more than 400 of his devo-
tees in mass suicide-murder rites
over the weekend after members of
the cult had ambushed and killed
Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D-Calif., and four
other Americans.

Ryan was on a fact-finding m.issjon
to investigate reports from hij con-
stituents who said friends andirela-
tives were being cruelly mistreated
at Jones' settlement, known as
Jonestown,

THE FCC HAS BEEN monitoring
a ham radio station operated by a
Peoples Temple member in San
Francisco. The investigation centers
on alleged violations of FCC radio
rules, including the use of ciphers
and codes; transmission on frequen-
cies outside the approved range;
using transmissions to conduct busi-
ness; and failure to give adequate
station identification.

ac
wo

According to & knowledgeble
source, church members believed
there were “informers” monitoring
their broadcasts and filing jom-
plaints with the FCC. The chirch,
using ;the Freedom of Informition
Act, obitained FCC files in an effojit to
deternjine who was filing the com-
plaintst

ALBERT TOUCHETTE, report-
edly one of the men who gunned

down members of the group of

Amerijcans at Port Kaituma airstrip,
is the bwner of the Jonestown station,
according to Washington area ham
radio ‘operator Richard Hayinan,
who has had extensive radio contact
w]ith members of the Peoples Tem-

e.

In February Hayman picked up an
emergency call from Jonestown on
his ham radio. He wound up trans-
mitting a Washington obstetrician’s
instructions on caesarean delivery of
twins to Dr. Larry Schacht at the
Peoples Temple colony. Schacht is
believed to have concocted a poison
that 400 sect members drank to com-
-mit suicide,

Members of the People's Temple
and their attorneys have complained
that U.S. government agencies -were
harassing and persecuting them by
investigating their activities.

The State Department, like Ryan,
had received complaints about
““‘mind-programming’” and other
coercive techniques practiced at
Jones’ settlement in Guyana, but
tended to minimize their significance
until members of the sect killed the
California congressman over the

. weekend.

The commission, however, has

cited only a single technical viola-
tion. One of the operators was fined
$50 for failing to give adequate sta-
tion identification.

Gerald Zuckerman of the FCC said
the agency began its investigation of
radio transmissions by the Peoples
Temple after receiving numerous
complaints about rules violations.

Aﬁer the probe began, ht said,
operztors of the ham station tarted
to us¢ false call signals so the) would
not b} caught. In addition, the FCC
received *‘several thousand hand-
written letters” urging that the
agency stop ‘‘bothering” the reli-
gious group and drop its ihvestiga-
tion.

The complaints, including a de-
tailed summary of alleged human-
rightg violations, were sent to high-
ranking State Department officials
by paients of young persons who had
left the United States to follmi? Jones
to his jungle commune. !

IN RESPONSE TO the complaints,
a State Department official said at
news briefings yesterday, U.S.
embassy personnel in Guyana visited
Jones' commune and interviewed 75
sect members.
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“Not one confirmed the allegations
of mistreatment,”’ said John A, Bush-
nell, deputy assistant secretary of
State for/inter-American affairs.

Paretits of cult members released
copies ‘of notarized affidavits that
they said had been sént to btate De-
partment officials earlier this year in
an ellort to arouse OINClai interest n
the sect.

The affidavits state that Jones con-
fiscated the passports and money of

people arriving at his commune, -
rohibited contacts with outsiders, °

orbade telephone calls to relatives, :

censored incoming and outgoing mail
aqldl detained people against their
will,

“Jim Jones said that nobody will
be permitted to leave Jonestown and
that he was going to keep guards sta-
tioned around Jonestown to keep any-
body from leaving,” said the affida-
vit of Yolanda D.A. Crawiord, who
said she had been at the remote set-
tlement from April to June 1877.

Jones, according to her affidavit,

said ‘‘that he had guns and that if '

anyone tries to leave, they will be
killed and their bodiés will be left in
the jungle.”

try from Indianapolis, Ind., to Cali-
fornia in 1965, evidently underwent a
personality transformation in the fol-
lowing decade.

For according to Crawford's
affidavit, which is buttressed by

similnr statements of other cult fol- :

a2

Jowers: ““Jones ordered people pun-
ished when they broke his Tu]es. The
punistments included fooc: depriva- .
tion, sleep deprivation, hird labor .

and eating South American,hot pep-
pers.” s

Children reportedly were forced to
eat peppers as a form of punishment.

Crawfird's affidavit quotes Jones
as expressing this sentiment in
March: '[It is better even to die than
to be coastantly harassed from one
continent to the next.”

Bushnell, the State Department
official, confirmed that '‘we have re-
ceived a substantial volume of mail
contending that some family mem-
ber was, in some way or other, being
abused’’ at Jones' settlement near
Port Kaituma, Guyana, 4

But there was only so much the U.
5. govsrnment could do, he saic, add-
ing: |

“I d9 not know what the cond\i'tions
in that,camp were. Nor is it the the
business of the U.S. government and
our consular corps around the world
to necessarily pass on the conditions
in which American citizens live.”

R

AMERICAN DIPLOMATS would
not police the living conditions of
American citizens abroad, he said,
emphasizing that Jonestown resi-
dents were American citizens no:less
than the people who complained. :

Bushnell alse said that the State
Depyrtment had “heard reports” of
a suicide pact among seltlers in the
Guy:inese religious colony. But it was
not possible to investigate the com-
mune fully, he said, because jt was.in .
a remote area and Guyanese govern-
ment officials had a policy of tolerat-
ing odd religious sects, including the
Peoples Temple.,

Meanwhile, there were these addi-
tional developments:

¢ In New York, Guyanese Minister of
State Christopher Nascimiento,
trying to show why Guyana was
sympathetic to Jones' jungle colony,
said Jones had received favorable
character references from a number
of prominent Americans, including
Rosalynn Carter, Vice President
Walter Mondale, Health Education
and Welfare Secretary Joseph Cali-
fano, the late Sen. Hubert H. Hum-
phrey and other members of Con-
gress.

e In Washington, Mrs. Carter
released an exchange of letters be-
tween her and Jones. His lengthy
letter indicates that Mrs. Carter once
dined with him. He told the first lady
that he regretted being out of town
when her sister-in-law, Ruth Carter
Stapleton, visited San Francisco.

* In San Francisco, FBI agents said
they were checking reports that the
Peoples Temple had a contingency
plan ealling for the assassination of
government officials in this country
if their leader or other cult members
were arrested or harmed,

“What we are doing right now,"
said FBI spokesman Bob Fuller, “is
conducting an investigation to deter-
mine \§ there is evidence of a conspir-
acy to'violate congressional assassi-
nation statutes.”

&

s The United States sent military
helicopters, transport vehicles,
radios and other equipmefit to
Guyana to help deal with the after-
math of the Peoples Temple slaj'ings.
o

UU.S. Army medical teams were
dispatched to Guyana to help identify
the bodies of Americans found at
Jonestown. FBI agents were sent to
help the local police interview wit-
nesses.
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Killing And
WASHINGTON — When you get over your|
shock and revulsion over more than 400 murders!
and micides in the Rev. Jim Jong‘ plts Tem:

ple community in Guyana, §:
you have some seriows §-

going to face up to the fact
that “religion” is Amer}
€2's greatest sanctuary for
people who engage in sys-
lematic theft, tax evasion,
rape, forture and even
wurder?

The federal govern

ment can make A banker Eool "

specify in detail what interest he is charging ob a
loar; it can jail a corporation executive for wsing
“insider's knowledge™ to make a profil on a stock;

it can force an automobile company to spend mil-

lions of dollars to recall cars that just “might”
have a defective part. But government has been,
with rare recent exceptions, powerless to deal
with so-called “religions,” even though there was
abundant evidence of kidnappings, brainwashings,
physical abuse — and most of all of con games to
sirip pew “converts” of their money.

This gruesome tragedy in Guyana is an ap-
palling example of governmental failure to act,
primarily because government officials are timid
about breaching sanctuaries of “religion™ The
State Department not only faifed to act eariy
against Jim Jones' “temple,” but it fought to pre-
vent FBI involvement.

It s easy enough for the State Department,
the FBI, the Army and a bost of other agencies to

spring to actior. afler a congressman and a Rews .

team are murdered and more than 400 members
of the Peoples Temple are found dead.

But why was government bandcuffed months
#go when it knew that Jones and bis cronies were

forcing converts to sign over all their belongings,

present and future, to “the temple™? Can it possi-

bly surprise US. officials that one cult member
was seized, after the killings, carrying $60,000 in
cash and a §1 million bank draft on a bank in
Panzma® Or that more than §: million worth of
gold, jewelry and cash was found in Jones' com-
mune in Guyana?

Our laws are written, or interpreted, in such
a way that if a person enters & cult “willingly”
and then is kept in, allegedly against his Pr her
will, the FEI cannot act on grounds that this is
kidnapping. :

Thus cur government has dealt gingerly with
the Unification Church, headed by a Korean, the
Rev. Sun Myung Moot This cult has been aceysed
sgain and again of brainwashing new members,
bolding them by force, wearing them down physi-
cally and mentally, snd then “programming”
them 10 2 total commitment (o the church

L 1- 198

Stealing 1

‘Last August the federal government did
move against one “unusual” religious group, the
Cuurch of Scientology. A federal grand jury re-
taurned a 28-count Indictment accusing 11 high
officials and agents of the church of stealing Jus-
tice Department documents, bugging an office of
the Internal Revenue Service, epcouraging per-
jury and hiding witnesses. L

Documents acquired by the government in
court-ordered FBI raids show that the Church of
Scientology's policy bas been to use “lies and
derogatory data” o destroy the reputation of any-
one investigating or criticizing the church, and to
punish critics by filing lawsuits that force them to
spend huge sums for Jegal fees. ‘ _

There are dozens of “religioss™ groups in
America which are just a3 venal and vicious as
the Peoples Temple, but how bold or cautious
must government be in investigating and/of
prosecuting them? Other groups merely arouse
suspicion. EB§ “40 Minutes” last Sunday featured

two evangelists who have won many thousands of
followers by using radio and television. Ope of
these ministers boasted tha! the cash dosated in
one day's mail might total $200,000.

"~ Does the IRS dare intervene to see how that
cash is counted, and whether it all goes into tax-
deductible religious pursuits?

How and when are we going
to face up to the fact that
“religion” is America’s greatest
. sanctuary for people who
(engage in systematic theft, tax
. evasion, rape, torture and even

murder?

How does government decide that the Church
of Scientology deserves close official scrutiny, but
that the Tbomas Road Baptist Church in Lynch-
burg, Va., does not?

How does government deal with the reality
that many of these evangelists are dispensing
more politics than religion? How, especially, when

' the shrewdest merchandizers of religion are also

clever at embracing politicians — as withess the
fact that Jim Jones brandished “recommenda-
tions™ from Rosalynn Carter, Vice President Mon-
dale Sen Henry “Scoop” Jackson (D.-Wash.) and
the late Minnesota Sen Hubert H. Humnphrey?

The constitutional dilemma is very trouble-
some. But I say tha!, however much we cherish
out separation of church and state, we have got to
find a safe way for the state to rein in those who
s{eal and kill in the name of God.
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Guyena may not be lust of theit
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bloodbaths

By ALTON SLAGLE

(Last of a series)

Those involved are quick to deny its possibilily, but many
persons outside the more than 1,300 cults in the United Staies
today—sociologisis, psychiatrists and others who have made in-
volved studies of the phenomenon——express fear that the tragedy

in Guyana could easily be repeated.

'L‘hcv agree thot morve study is needed {o reach the root of the potentully
e\plnan'e situation.

While many cult leadevs may not start out evil, the old saying that power
corrupls is frighteningly true in the cult structure. And the blind allegiance
expecied of, and received from, cult members makes the situation even more

eriious.

b Cults appeal to the lonely and alienated, “There will be exceptions, of
couise. but those with strong religious beliefs probably will not be attracted
to culis,” said Dr. Herberl Pardes of the Nat:onal Assocation of Menial
Health in Rockville, Md.

Victims of misguided ideals

“Someone devoled to the work ethic will get gratification from his work”
he continued. “It's the people who don’t have some kind of guiding philoso-
phy whe might be more attracted to cults. They are in search’of something.”

And. in this search, a youth could easily be drawn into the trap of a cult
The lanatic “soldiers” of (he Symbionese Liberation Army, the small band
thot kidnuped newspaper heiress Patricia Hearst and died in a suicidal

-shooloul with Los Angeles police were victims of misguided ideals. The

ragtug “fumily” of Charles Manson was composed of just such misfits; they

* saw Lheir leader as Jesus Christ, just es many of Jim Jones' followers in

Guyana looked on Jones as God. Manson, preaching love, led his band (o

_murder: Jones, preaching love, led his believers {o murder and mass suicide.

“The cult lesders may not start out evil,” said Margaret Singer, a clinical
psychologist at the University of California at Berkeley. “But it's almost the
ape-old motio: ‘power corrupis’. When the group gets to a certain size the
leader starts lelling the group that the outside world is against them. A kind

Cults in America

of puarancia grows up. I{'s when they feel they have to defend themselves
agains! the pulside world that the potential {or viclence develops.”

Add (o this explosive potential the strong possibility that the leader
begins 1o believe his own myih of divinity, and trouble is easily at hand.

Viclenice often arises through devotion or fanaticism, said Dr. Martin
Symonds, a New York City police psychiatrist who now directs the “victimol-
ory” program of the Daren Horney Clinic. In religious or patriolic fervor,
ordinarily decent people have committed acts of violence, he said.

“lndividuals devoled to a cause will conduct acts based on a higher
order.,” he said, “Il -depends on what the leader of the cult pulls. It can be
brainwashing involving terror or love®

*True religions don't teach this,” he added. “True love gives freedom.
mainlain veasonable loyallies but still have reason to question, but this is
reaches out for someone to lead him from the wilderness. Most of us
maintain reasonable loyaltes but still have reason to question, but this js
almost like selling your soul to someone for promises he offers. If you're thal
emotionally bungry, you'll do it. 1t’s & delusion of belief based on the need
for safety. 1f you re {rightened enough, you'll foliow any leader.”

"Vielence,” said Symonds, “is the quickest solution to any conflict.”

Gifford Cappellini is &8 Pennsylvania lawyer who works with a deprogram-
ming group called Freedom of Mind, Ine, an organization that has depro
grammed more than 600 me of various cults, including some directly
involved with Jines’ Peopies Temple, |
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“We've been telling the governmenti 1or years this would happen, he said
of the South Americun (ragedy. And, he added, “it is highly probable the
Moonies and others “will be involved in suicide and terrorism. Many Free-
dom of Mind sialfers are former followers of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon and
his Unification Chusch,

Wants FBI protection

“They say they, {oo, would have commitied suicide or murder,” Cappellini
added. Because of ils aclivities, he said, his group has lwice come. under
Moonie attack and is protecled by armed ruards, 1t plans an appeal to the
FBI for protectlion.

So far, Cappellini said, the State Department has ignored the group's
warnings of impending danger. But, he added, “the government can't ignore
whal happened on South America.”

The tragedy of Guyana “is not surprising” said Rabb! James Rudin,
national assistand direclor of interrellgivus arrairs for the American Jewish
Commitlee,

“It's not surprising when vou consider the tolalitarian atmosphere in
which most cults operate,” said the rabbi, who, with his wife, has writien
extensively on culls.

Former Prosecuter Vincent T. Bugliosl, the man who put Manson and
certain of his followers behind bars for the vicious murders of Sharon Tate
and olhers, warned that cults are spreading across the country. He was
particularly critical of Moon.

Former jprosecutor Vincent T. Bugliosl, the man who put Manson and
certaip of his followers behind bars for the vicious murders of Sharon Tate

,and others, warned that culls are spreading across the couniry. He was
particularly critical of Moon.

: “QI course, Moon isn't telling people to go out and kill,” Bugliosi said.
“But the guestion is, and it is a evry serious question: what would happen
1l he did? A New York police capiain toid me be interviewed a 17-year-oid
Moonie, a girl, and asked her what she would do if Moon told her to kill
her parents. She said, '] guess I'd have to do it.””

Dr., Lawrence Freedman, professor of psychiairy at the University of
Chicago. who specializes in the study of violence and social pathology, point-
ed oul that 45 million people in the 1J.S. are involved in some kind of Pente-
coslal, or born-again, movement. : .

“American sociely is filled with utoplan thoughts,” he said. “There is an
awlul fragmentaion of people throughout the country séeking the security
of some kind of faith. Those people invariably subordinate themselves to
their leaders.” :

h;_ L f e e ; ": ST ; A L
Rev. Jim s—preached love but practiced death and destruction.

Jone

Gifford Cappellini is a Pennsylvania lawyer™who works \ghith a deprogram-
ming group cadepronft yo ‘it 4 )
3TNx27 o )
Because of this, the National Insiitute of Mental Healih's Dr. Pardes
called for more siudy of the mattfer; :

“I'm not sure the whole issue of cults and their potential has been
studied that well” he said. “There is some concern sbout any group of
pnnnln wha are suhsiantially undar tha sway of a given individual. -
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Cites value of studies

“When & man J8 hungry you give him food,” Pardes continued. “When
you have a phenomenon as horrendous as this, studying it is as valuable as
food is to an empty stomach.”

One father whose Moonie son was successfully deprogammed and return.’
ed to ¢ollege warned that culls can operate safely under the mask of religion.
“Polilicians don’t want to touch Jesus Christ,” he said. “But we must wake
kids up. These things are destroying thousands of beautiful young peaple.”

He added, however, that all i3 not necessarily right on the other side. He
clted instances of deprogrammers who were less than legilimate. One so-
called deprogrammer, he said, charged $3,000 in advance to kidnap a youth
and “'straighten out his head.” But while he had custody of the boy in a hotel
room, he demanded an additional immediate $5,000 from the distraught
parents. When they were unable to raise the cash over the weekend, he
turned the boy loose and he immdiately returned to his cult.

According to Rabbl Rudin, nearly 30,000 Americans; most under 30, have
“flocked to Rev, Moon's banner and have become aclive and committed
members of the Unification Church” in the past threg years. Moon clais a
worldwide membership of more than 600,000. Noting that Maoon'ts “Divine
Principle,” the basic “text of his movement contains “almost unrelieved
hostilily toward the Jewish people,” Rudin added that “two leading Christian
bodies, the National Council of Churches and ihe Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese msNy York, are sharply critical of Rev. Moon’s teachings.”

A Greenwich Village organization. the Middle of Silence Gallery, is highly
critical of “phony teachers” who “do not help their followers search for their
own unique truths but seek to capture their (subject’s) unquestioning loyalty
by seductive promises of power and happiness.”

In such culis, it said, “the lives of the followers become mere pawns to.
the exploited for the selfaggrandlzement of the leadec... Something like
what happened vn Guyana must eventually happen in ali groups that require.
that the individual glva up hls nghts to decide for himself what is tx’ue but

[ . e #1110 M
iaslead ‘Guuut; accept the leader's word as infallible.

“33
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The cults — political and religions — gize,” she said, “the leader starts telling
seem to bloom each year [n this state, (he group that the outside world is
. &lmost like Sowers. them A kind of parancia grows
el Wha! mystical force draws the leaders WP . . . . It's when they feel they have to
L wed followers bere? Some experts ia the defend themselves against the ouiside
}‘ ing stody of cults say the magpet s world that the poleatial for wioleace '
. -4he wnremitting sumshine, loring immi- develops.”
T _‘“‘mm det climes. | Manson armed his “family” to fight a
' S “Pepple come to California because of race war he predicted. Jooes Jed his fol-
L  Wde warm climate and political Lberat Jowers to Guyana o escape & muclear
Jam” said Christie W. Kiefer, ap anthro-  bolocaust be said was at band.
essar at the University of
omﬁtsﬂr ) &mpmmmmal&:emsf
“They come looking for something ¥o become mubstitute par
h DE  apts to their Jopely converts. But the
r!: Usually, they are disappointed Wilh  foji0r gy pot share their affection.
Anc, said Wiefer, ff more disappoint: 1S the leaader begins to belisve bis own
mﬂ!oﬂw.ﬁqmmtumw-nﬂdﬁmw,m&urm be
siot to s cuit S qust-a:hutouowmu“hsem
Dr. Charles Glock, & sociologist at the ‘Mt o
University of California &t Berkeley, This explains Japes' willingnese to Jet
eeei (e amwe & the fres “lifestyle” followers comnmit sgicide en maspe and
that bas grown up in San Francisco Marson's repeated wish that followers
“People who move west are looking die for him_
Bor pew lives.” be said “Los Angeles is a
zyfmw Mugﬁ?:lkhdos:; the t The Washington Post
} , waked and painted bive and b ooe will Weshington Star-News
= msw e 'f':’:}dmml way of life Deily Kews (New York!?
s e s e s Toe e Yook T
you leave yor ion —
r when you cross the Rockies Bul then The Atlanie Constnution ﬁ_éi_
\\_ m? bere and fiod & pew kind of The L.os Angeles Times
“People who move in brom ot of
. state are 2 litlle more looely and search- . 3.
3 5w ing or roots.” said Dr. Margaret Singer, Date L. &
& dinical peychologist at the University
of California & Berkeley. “The cults
have & Jol of appeal for the looely and
abenated " :
" Thes, & rootless youngrler migrating
o winler may drift by spring into any
#o¢ of & dozes G
Toe fanatic “soldiers” of the Sym-
Sicoese Liberation Army who died in &
suicda! shoologt with police were Kids
from the East and Midwest Manson's PRt
ragged commanat “family” was 8 collec oo
Rion of mialin from wattersd back Fa: Doy
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nffxcml Soviet” héws agency Tass yesterdayw ;

labeled the mass suicide of fiundreds of Americans
- in the Guyanese ~jungle sett.lement of Jonestown a

- . symptom of the “American way of life.” Other fnrenm

. press commentdry reflected that view," li.nhIg the

"--"‘ -
oA
-

vL'-.'\F g ‘

= Feligions fanaticism in the United States. - : R

" Le Monde of Paris, however, said the mass smmde

was “ht.eraHy un- Amencan” and would only have

7. occurred outside the United States by uprooted per-,

-_ sons whose “delirfous faith in a messiah” had convert-

2 ed them into “self-destructive robots” ~..:. . . .
-Tass linked cult leader Jim Jones with prominant.

.. American politicians, naming. Yice President Walter
* Mondale and C.a]:fnrmn Gov. Edmund Brown Tr  who

AL AFLWYL JL, WLUY

*._ “are said to havé praised Jones work in the past: ¥4

T

ss.Siticide Symptom of US. Life:

‘?‘Saturday “after.. several cult members attacked and- "

. tragedy to socia] alienation and the emergence: of-' the social protests of the 1960s, “drugs, extreme re--
. + ligiousness and .

o' Tokyo's Mainichl Shimbun &

More thah 400 followers of Jones comimitted smmde.'f‘"' States"

- y 3.

P

[N TH, N

killed Rep. Leo Ryan (D-Calif.) and four other per-

- sons who were wsxnng the group's Jonestown settle-

ment - s e
The Stockholm Dagens Nyheter smd that followmg "

. sexual experiments” have marked. |
the '70s, and that ip the hunt for new happemngs
_death becomes the last absolute trip”,

id b]acks and ot.het ,_
PO groups ware susceptible to Jones “brainwashing” -,
becanse t}}iey were disappointed by the “cIOsed and ex-1.
clumve A.mencan society.” - 7. e 22U
Amencan coverage of the events Tass saud “ands
the fundamental question of why the reopjes 1em\pje

*and many smﬂar rehgwus sects. enst in the Unnea\

. =t ﬁ) By &
nq sy 3{) Froo oG e
4 ﬁ i" ‘b‘ 1 “un 'n":"" - "'M N““ ﬂm "'." ‘ "“' r’#‘ = ;- Tlfo . ﬂ,‘-'.*. 4o %’c ‘v:‘\- '
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The Washington Post __I_..L__..’.._.
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The Atlanta Constitution

The Los Angeles Times
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. What craziness is there in the t
depths of our souls that would |
cause murder, then mass murder,
then suicide pacts? Pt

And what wretched, misguided
concerns for the niceties allows us _
1o avert our eyes from impending
human tragedies? 30 S.F.Examiner

One looks to Jomestown and;
sees the darkness of the human|
spirit. One looks to the grotesque
‘photograph of sprawled bodies un.[ San Francisco,Ca.
der a grounded airplane and won- -
c¢ers what possesses the human

npnd.
1+ Somehow -people in too large =21~

pumbers have begun to look for Date: 11-21-78
their heroes in the leadership of Edition: Final

cults and sects and barbarian
tribes. They have found jzarre
jdeas © subservience easier to
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bear ghap that of independent
thought, ,

Democracy has a very hard
time dealing with that thought. &
skems té have come to believe that
€very sect that calls itself religious
somehow has the right to practice
mind control. It appears to believe
that any leader who is charismatic
enough is entitled to draw people
unto himself and even 1o keep them
against their will. Democracy be-
lieves in the inherent goodness of
mankind. The world sometimes
instead to reward the
badness in mankind.

This is not to suggest that
dernocracy is not up to the task of
dealing with groups like the Peo-
p'es Temple. It is 10 sugpest, rather,
;lfat the time has come for demoe-
n

chooses

cy to make up its mind about the
ue.

The issue, first. |t is that some
sects and cults may have chosen to
entice people who then have been
held against their will, perhaps by
physical punishment and certainly
by mental punishment.

The solution, then. Congress
needs to begin an inquiry into those
groups that are the obiject of
rF)current reports of hrutality, It
rieeds to weigh the question of
ithether the First Amendment
right tirpractre occult religion is

-t

depljivin% many individMéi
rights fe, liberty and th
pursuit of happiness. ;

tn Frna,
L e ug, U
whether new laws aré needed; t
deal with the likes of the Manso
cult, It needs to inquire into whet
er the Rev. Moon’s followers ar
free to come and go as they please,
it needs to ask whether there ari
remnants of the Peoples Templ
that continue 10 exercise though
control. :

~

- —
o bl I8

f It also needs to inguire into the
‘fpossibility that some officers of the
;l'bar — lawyers — have been esfr
sthan forthright aboui what A
" knew ahout a very dangerous b {ld-
up of weapons, which wire
amassed under the guise of organ-
izing a religious body, i

In s0 doing, the Congress need§
to swing the spotlight on these
groups with such candiepawer that
it will illuminate all the dark
corners. If there is voodoo, let it be
exorcised. If there is slavery, let it
be known. i

Democracy need not be hand:
cuffed. It is a tough, pragmatit
political system. It needs to sta 4
acting Jike just such a tough;
minded, aggressive, inquisitive, pro-
tective and still humane political
system. stk g
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The fragédy in Guyana

There will be time enough to search for expla-
nations and attempt to fix blame for the incom-
prehensibie tragedy that befeil a U.S. congress-
man, three newsmen, a terrified young woman
and hundreds of American expatriates deep in

the wilderness of South America.

_The -congressman and his party were inves-
tigating frightening reports of a slave-labor

the jungles of Guyana. The five were slaugh-

tered, and many of their colleagues wounded, in
a mindless ambush by the cultists, who then
turned their weapons and poison upon themselves
in a ghastly mass suicide. A Joseph Conrad
nightmare. . : : :

The mind shudders, unable to grasp such an
event, It is just too much: a one-time civil rights
advocate named Jim Jones leading his ‘‘church”
following from San Francisco into the Guyanan
jungle for purposes known only to his deranged
mind. He is represented by Mark Lane, the
lawyer-author-gadfly who speaks darkly of con-
spiracies in the killings of John F. Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr. Lane, suspecting a
“witch hunt”’ against his client, goes along on
the investigation trip organized by Rep. Leo J.
Ryan, D-Calif.

There will be investigaiions by American and
Guyanan authorities on what happened and why.
Particular attention will be paid to reports that
the State Department was something less than
v | vigorous in pursuing Ryan’s inquiries about the
treatment suffered by American ‘‘inmates’ in
Jones’ jungle communes__

For now, we would remember Leo Ryan, who

Ynew thora wae cnmathing tarrihly wrang in
lllll WEE W A W Y AW [SLV ¥ ¥R lll"lib A L JUAJ v a4 vlls ALR

Guyana and resolved to find out for himself what
it was. He had been alerted by press reports and
by anxious inquiries from his constituents, many
of whom had relatives among Jones’ flock.

commune run by American religious cultists in’

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)
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While many of his- congressional colleagues
junketed abroad to Europe and the Orient for
hoked-up_‘“seminars’’ and the like, Leo Ryan
went to Guyana and literally rescued about 20 of
Jones’ prisoners, including the young woman
later killed, who were brave enough to tell the
lawmaker they wanted to leave. For this Leo
Ryan perished.

. Just as the congressman gave his lif€ in the
line of duty, 50 did the three newsmen who died
along with him. We can only pay whole-hearted
tribute to their dedication, mourn their deaths
and brood upon the savagery of the human mind
gone amok.
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We need answers about Jonestaw:ln

VEN THOUGH the horror of that weekend in
Guyana is fresh on our minds, and the
enormity and sadness of it still has not been

" absorbed fully by many of us — and maybe never

will be — the time is here to ask hard guestions.

It's time not only to ask questions, but to
demand answers. We must insist on answers that
are understandable and that go into fine detail
about what happened at Jonestown in the
Republic of Guyana on the 18th of Novembeh
1 78, when grief came down like a flood for s
ljrany people.

More importantly, though, this country needs
to know what happened before that day that
aliowed this awful thing to happen. Plainly, there
were great defects of knowledge and action
beforehand, at official levels. All those who are

bereaved at the staggering loss of life in the

Peoples Temple terror are entitled to know how
and why it came about.

And assuredly the nation has to know, so that

steps to prevent this sort of thing from evar :

occurrmg again can be taken.
To be quite blunt about it, we think that Reﬁ

Leo Ryan and those journalists and others who
were casualties on the factfinding mission to

Guyana were doing a job that the United. States

overnment, through its vast and expensive |

sgencies, already should have done.

| Or, at the very least, the government —— and
stecifically the State Department — should have |

done enough investigatory work in advance to :

have been able to warn Ryan and those other
citizens of what they might be getting into there
in the jungle.

It isn’t as if all this had come up suddenly —

there were longtime.ceports and warnings that
the Peoples Temple sect had taken a repressve

(indicate page, nume of
newspaper, city and atate,}

30 S.F.Examiner

San Francisco,Ca.

Date:  11-21-78
Edition: Final

Title:

RYMURS

Character:

or SF 88-250
Clanstfication: 89
Submitting Office: SF

FBI/DOJS



and dangerous turn. People who had
give rightful accounts of its bLéz
oppress:ve methods. 'S

This newspaper long ago revealed rnucb of l

d lefCREAL 3
““du,d

* kW

- “And we have to wonder why, in” tht trisis

1 that developed on Saturday, when the terror og-

curted in Guyana, the highest offices of th)
federal government were not exerted quickly

yana outpost was established there,were’ ' and forcefully to assist and to spur the process

at the Temple was up 10, and when -the |
i

ple reports of people being held there against-
their will. And there was great anguish among’
relatives and friends of many people who went to

of justice. High-level officiais should have been
flown immediately to Guyana to take the

“$ituation in hand, with the strong word of the

that primitive and isolated place and weére i prmﬂent to back them up.

subject to the strange, magnetic influence ¢f the
late Jim Jones, the leader of the cult. % '

Ryan had been implored by many of t}mbe
relatives to find out what was happening tothejc~
joved ones
courageous enough to do
certainly, there were indications of dangef —
scores of derogatory letters, some of them
threatening harm if he went. His legal speCIahst
“ho went on the trip angd was wougded in the

uraay anacx on ihe gdl l) was so’ fr lg,uu,m,u

going that’sive Wrote \er will in advance

* Ami vet ‘3 Ryan aide says the State Depart-

Tihesy’ "tol,d ﬂae congr%sman n was “a benign
tuation. ‘and thére wag po,Teason to believe
g& hs apgy danger in Jonestown.” Nor did
e apparenily think of providing Rvan with -
any U.S. security peopie on the trip to the jungle
interior. A State spokesman said blandly, “Fhejje
certamly 1s no duty to do so. It was new
u:queawu

What we need, obviously, is a new definiticin
of duty, in more than one respect, where that
- department is concerned — especially for a case
such as this in which the safety of hundreds of
American citizens in a foreign country is at stake.
Yes, those hapless people in Jonestown were
American citizens, and we submit that they
deserved a lot more attention from their
government in Washington than they received in
the months preceding this tragedy.

Somebody in government should have found
out whether that was an armed camp and
whether people were being held against their
vtill. This country has an intelligence system with
spies all over the world, and it conducts satellite

Prveillance in intricate detail, and yet it either
cbuld not or had not the interest to determine
the potential for disaster - at Jonestown,
flyspeck in the jungle.

It should have known, or at least been able llb
make an intelligent guess, of what was there
before thal party went in.

R —

in South America and he. was .
it. But for ‘him,t anywhere on the scale witnessed at Jonestown.

: ;,.'{,‘00 often in the past, we bave to add, the
I Statg Department has failed to give adequate aid
' o' Ariericans whose children or other relatives
“have disappeared mysteriously in South Ameri-

ca. But of course there has been nothing before,

Whats called for is a tough and thorough

eongrmlonal investigation — preferably by a

joint House-Senate select committee — of federql
deficiencies in the Jonestown matter. We spe
not only of deficiencies of action as regards th|
incident itself, but also deficiencies of law — of
legal ability and responsibility to deal with such

- crises in the future.

We need a streng new definition of the
government’s obligation to help Americans who'
are caught up, in foreign countries, in situations
of secrecy and peril such as this one that was
allowed to grow and explode. We need action in

~ Washington te-make sure, if possible, thet-there
* never is another Jonestown tragedy.
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culz’s Totalitarian
ltmosphere Made Suicides

T OBDLCIETE

-

"Predictable

From Press Dispatches

NEZW YORK — Hundreds
of members of a religious
cult formed an orderly line,
wziting a turn 1o take a lethal
dose of poison. Mothers
3 {1 their baties Kool-
aid lved with cvaride, cou-
fles shared a deadly cup, then
ceaveised in z finat embrace.

Ssocking, ves. And bizarre.
EBut nct, sey the experts, sur-

prizing.

“aienged from without,
shaiot by defections within,
the Pev. Jim Jones' Peoples
Temple swelled with uncer-
tainty, then “imploded,” ex-
aris belicve. And some 400
.5 took their own lives in
o ielzted jungle of Guyana,
tiny South American repeb-

i~ crmneantiv diad of noi-
sliviv e ppaitilidy ks ¥
§60.

- Mind-bogzling as the mass
suicide appears, some

e .

such 2g the Peoples Temple
szv they saw il coming. It
%as OLly & question, they sav,
of who and when.

“Nobody has believed we

silly proople who said it is
raceibia ta Aamteal noanla A
","'.\DJL{JL L tUHLIU’II PRI e
this cegree. But it has hap-
pened.” said Boston psychia-
trist John Clark, who has

studied these cults for five
years.

“This is nof surprising,”
said Rzbbi James Rudin, an

oificial of the American Jew-
ish Committee who has writ-
len gxtensively on cults, “It's
7 when you con-
the totalitarian
zimeoithere in which most
- gperate”

wer. our side — it's a
=5 ¢f many,” said Dr.
o Sireidmen of  the
~ity of Cehiornia, the

nr enly professor of
wisTy — a discipline
frr Thinatos. the

on suicide and cults.

‘People who go into cults are in a |
_state of mind that does not allow l
‘inside information to enter. They |

zfeel safe, cozy. They can tall:

their own language to each other.

It’s reinforced by their opposition

Greek god of death.
These men say that strong,
even totalitarian, leaders like

Jones leave no room for their -

adherents to dissent. Often,
says Clark, it is this uriform-
ity of thought and belief that
atiracts foliowers:

“Peoply who go into cults

are In a state of mind that .
_does not allow inside informa-
tion to enter. They fe¢] safe,”

cozy. They can talk their own
language to each other. It's
reinforced by their opposition
to all outside reality — an ‘us
and they’ mentality.”

Clark believes U.S. Rep.
Leo Ryan cracked this wail of
uniformity when he visited
the Peoples Temple commune
Saturday to investigate al-
leged abuse of sect members,
several members chese to
leave with him. These events,
Clark says, “tore 2zpart the
cult’s sense of certainty.”

“1 think the thing im-

ploded,” he said. “You bave to

“understand tha} there is no

to all outside reality — an “us

specialist in mental health of
the young, warned that the
phenomenon of cults will not
lend itseli. to quick or easy
pronouncements.
“The desperation of par-
ents who feel that their chil-
~ dren have been captured and
seduced into an alien way of
ot be ignured.” said

L H -
AL Ldllli

Hersh. director of vouth pro-
grams at the National Insti-
tute of Menta! Health.

YYat the pisht af anv ner.

Yet the right of anv per

son of age to choose his or
her own religion or way of
life must not be violated.”

Little investigation is being
focused on cults, and “the
need for quality research into
this complex issue is dramati-
callv apparent,” he said.

Dr. Thomas Ungerleider of
the University of California at

Los Angeles, a specialist in

the study of cuits, said the
mass suicides and murders in
Guyana were no: typical of
all cults.

room for ambiguity in groups "1 believe it was the jun-
like this. When ambiguity gle.” said Urgerleider, who

occurred,  when

something recently was turned down for

went wrong. they a)l pan.d federal grant to further
icked, and the cult destroyed investigate the phenomenon.

itself.”

“The members got no feed-

The ambysh ang killings back from the ou'side world,”
followed. Within hours, ac- he said. “They did not read

t¢  withesses,
lined up for

cording
members

a hews at night. Thus, tney

draught of poison reporiedly were under immense group

brewed in a Jarge vat.

The mass ritual deaths of
the cult members punciuates
2 dramatic need for research
on why people surrender ra.
ticnzl thinking for a bizarre
lifestyle, 2 povernment psy-
chiatrist said Tuesday,
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pressure and easily led.”

Ungerieider, also a psy-
chiatrist and member of
President Carter’s drug abuse
task force. said il is doubtful
the tragedy would bave
oceurred in San Francisco,
where the group lived earlier.

Hersh 2lso said the mass
suicides by Pecples Temple
followers appear to be an iso-
lated phenomenon and not
something the public should
fear frem other cults.

He =aid some people have
complaited to the govern.
ment that their children were
brainwashed inte joining such
groups as Hare Kristina, the
Urification Church, the Di-
vine Light Mission and the
Children of God.

“The charges of brainwash-
ing are clearly exaggerated in
most cases,” said Hersh, al-
though he said recruits are
often subjected to “high-pres-
sure salesmanship.”

One can only speculate.

about Jones' motives. There

viere reports he was seriously
ili. He was apparently fasci-
nated by suicide and once led
a demonstration calling for a
“suicide barrier” on San
Francisco's Golden Gate
Bridge. But a more compel-
ling question is why his fol-
lowers were willing to join
him in death. :

“There is something called
‘altruistic  suicide, ™  said
Shreidman, “when ties to the
society are so strong that the
dictates of the group govern
the individual's life. It would
take enormous ego strength
to step aut of thai line in the
jungle and say, 'l prefer not
to” If he does, they might
shoot him.”



