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Knockout drops in

By Peter H. King
Examiner Staff Writer

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The
lethal drink of Jonestown — cyan-
ide and Kool-Aid — also contained.a |
hypnotic drug to render the follo
ers of Jim Jones unconscious b4
fore the poison took hold and th|
writhing hegan.

Dr. Lynn Crook, a pathologlst
who visited the settlement three
days after the death ritual, told The |
Examiner he found empty bottles
of chloral hydrate scattered ahout
the vat where more than 500
persons lined up to die.

He said the presence of chioral
hydrate — commonly called knock-
out drops — in the potion would
painlessly put partakers to sleep in
less than two minutes. Cyanide i
takes up to 10 minutes to kill.

rook theorized that Jomes
could have used chloral hydrate
the past to set up his congregati
for the ultimate act.

" “I have no proof,” he said. “but
I wonder if these folks thought they
were just taking knockout drops
again without knowing about the
cyanide.” !

A pathologist at the Medical |
University of South Carolina here, |
Crook said he was sent to Jones- |
town only because he was “in the
wrong place at the right time.” l

He had gone to Guyana expect
ing to treat survivors on a medical
flight out of the country, There was
amn, initial report that a poison that
hampers coagulation of the hi
hsd been used in the murderq
suicide. Crook was to go on t.h«eJ
medical flight because he Is an
expert {n thatdicld.s

temple death&grm_lé-
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ut once im South Amerlca, ., . N :

Croo]lai was asked WY e Bmbassy te POISODINE" 10 force members«Bo '~ W i doubt aboyt
o to Jonestown with an Air Force ‘ﬂrmk the lethal liqatdr FE T the veracity of reports of arm
olonel. They were to look for any ° He said the 900-plus bodieqjhad guards at the death ritual despi
igns of violence and to recommend) been clustered into family groups his inability to gather any eviden
'hat should be done with thelof about six. The closer to the vat pointing to violence.
odies. . the groups were, the tighter ‘they| . s .

At the incredible site, Crook| *&ré gathered, leading Crook to \a-'ereﬂlt;:'it‘*l)glgnnt:iaannyln(egisr z:rl:g c‘(;j\?cte:'[:sd
said he found no evidence of{Pelieve the knockout drops worked | ™ plorverc 1 doubt that the
gunplay, except for wounds in the [UiCkly on most members. s the poison and then wenslr
heads of Jones and a woman found He said most of the victims had }inside to get their blankets.”

in the cult leader’s bed, later Jain down 1o die. "It reminded me o

identified as Jones' nurse, Amy of a beach party,” Crook said. He theorized 'ﬁhat Jones' re-

Moore. - _ !)orted _talk of the dignity of dying,

s v - Theiron tub used for the liquid| the painless effect of the lethal

The bodies were all rather ..o surrounded by empty contain- }uid, and the shock of seeing so

UrderIY$ he said in an lnter}lew ers. Crmk said he foul-ld empty on'e_‘ many- Olhers COmm]t Sujcide a“

here yesterday. pound bottles of powdered cyanide, tontributed to the ritualT

Crook said it appeared obvious'one-gallon jugs of chloral hydrate,
that the Jonestown setilers “had and spent packets of Kool-Aid.
practiced this sort of thing in some According to Crook, chloral hy-
thrm or another before.” , drate is a harmless hypnotic drug;

. o ¢pmmonly used in medicine. He
¢ Crook nevertheless remained gijd that when swallowed it wi

convinced that—armed guards quickly drop the consumer into,
threatened what he called “lead sleep that lasts about a half-hour.

- “The guards probably ém it
going real good and then mass
hysieria took over.” he said.

- Crook said reports that another
. sort of drink mix — not Kool-Aid—
L Was"'used were incorrecl. “Alj 1
.~ know 1s 1 saw the packages ther),”
“ o gt D€ said. "It was KnolAdd, The same
It was -quite the rage "t e
cocktail parties 30 or 40 years ago,” kl,qd,ﬂ‘.sluff I buy for my kids.
Crook said. “You put this. ip-'a
friend’s drink and watch thein pass
"

out.” < ‘..‘“f'l!
A0

The drugs also sound as though
thev (culd have been used in the
death-to-life stunts used by Jones to
awe his following, Crook noted.

Crook wondered if Jones might
have used chloral hydrate in pre-
vious practices of the mass suicide:
membiers drinking poison and pafjs-
ing out, apparenuy dead, only o

esurrect in 30 minutes or so.

“It (his was the case,” said

rook, “it might have been possible

ro line up 50 folks lin Jonestown)
and get them to start drinking.”
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INQUIRY ON DEATES
STARTING IN GUYANA

A Coronet‘s Jury Will Determine if
Murders Were Committed —
Survivors in Jeopardy

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Special to The New York Tires

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Dec. 12— A
coroner's jury, sitting at the remote
northwest community of Matthews
Ridge, will begin an investigation tomor-
row to determine whether any of the 909
deaths at Jonestown on Nov. 18 constitute
murder under Guyanese law.

If this five-member jury determines
that a crime was committed, it could
radically change the status of several of
the survivors of the tragedy who are still
in this country and possibly the status of
others in the United States.

The hearing may also shed new light on
just how many of the Rev. Jim Jones's

GUYANA

The New York Timet /Dec. 13, 1978

Guyanese Investigation will be held
in Matthews Rldge, a remote area.

followers in the People’s Temple cult ac-
tually chose to end their own lives volun-
tarily.

The United States authorities are coor-
dinating with the Guyanese officials on

the inquest and have agreed 1o withhold

final determinations on examinations
made at Dover, Del., until the Guyanese
jury can decide the issues. This has
delayed burial of some of the people at
Dover, the police authorities said.

Marks of Injections

The palice and medical authorities are
expected to testify that they found more
than 70 bodies at Jonestown that showed
the marks of recent injections that sug-
gested that those people may not have
voluntarily ingested the cyanide and
fruit-flavored drink that killed them.

The police are also expected to intro-
duce testimony that may help the jury
determine whether Mr. Jopes took his
own life or was shot by an assailant in the
last minutes of the suicide ritual,

The police may also disclose the con-

' tents of a letter that they found in a valise

full of cash that three survivors said they
were ordered to carry to an unnamed em-
bassy. News reports have suggested that
this letter was addressed to the Soviet
Embassy here. Its contents could well re-
veal what arrangements Mr. Jones may
have had with representatives of the
Soviet Government.

There is conmsiderable speculation in
legal circles here that the jury will rule
that a large number of the deaths were
actually murder. In addition to the bodies
with the injection marks, there were
more than 260 children found dead at the
scene and the jury is expected to rule on
whether they could freely have chosen to
die with their parents.

“I found a 2-year-old child with injec-
tion marks,” said one Government offi-
cial privately. *Could that child have
voluntarily taken his own life?**

Police spurces speculate that there
may have been unrelated viclence in the
final hours when those still living became
embruiled in a dispute over the vast
amount of cash and jewelry that Mr.
Jones had cached away.
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The Xid% stuff is the worst.
The toys and small shoes of
children who died here.

Maybe some of the adults, or
jeven all of the adults, died here
for what they believed in. But
surely, not the kids. They didn't
die with #rrdones because he
exhorted them to.

Ansocrared Presn

“ There were lots of drugs in Jim Jones’ refrigerator

They died because someone
— their parents, a doctor, a
nurse — pumped poison into
them with a needle.

The kids’ stuff is worse, but
it’s all horrifying. The old peo-
[ples’ stuff — an ‘expensive
1chrome wheelchair over there, a
4 blonde-wood cane here — that's

devastating, t00.

There's a notebook. My first.

impulse is to grab it and read it.
But that segmg.ghoulish and

hesitate.

" On the other hand, it may
be an important document — it
may contain the secret of Jim
Jones, what made bim what he

- was, what gave him the power of

death:
I grah it and read.

It is only neat, precise lec-
ture noles, apparently kept

faithfully dggp by.day: “Aug. 30.

Chinese Chairman Wu (ic) is

|
1



talking 10 the shah of Iran while flap torn open.

&

a8

the capital is on strike.”
e

Oy e—

4 The carton comtains hundreds of

“Sept. 5 Somoza’s hme is‘ packages — not of Koolaid, the drink

short-lived....

“Sept. 16. The rise of fascism
in Italy....”

1t goes on and on like that.

I pick up & letter. It is
written in a girlish hand on lined |
three-hole binder paper.

Hi, Sherry.” it begins. “1
was really glad and surprised to

things have worked out for you.”

lFar from you. I'm so glad that |
1

‘ 1 know 1 ¢can't finish reading
dhat one.

Groups of reporters are

being shuttled from an airstrip
at Matthew's Ridge, 25 miles
away, and there is a schedule to
keep tf we are to get back before
dark.

One of the two dozen or s0
Guyanese soidiers guarding the
death camp urges me 1o see
what must be seen. and get back
to the helicopter, He emphasizes
this point by shifting his grip on
a sub-barreled machine gun.

1 get the point.

A laundry, a cook house. In
tte laundry, bags of unwashed
clothes.

Staggering through ochre-
colored mud toward what ap-
pears to be a warehouse, 1 find a
survivor: )

A tiny, scrawny kitten.

that has been reported as used in the
cvanide drink — but of something called
“Fla-Vor-Aid.” .

Similar to Kool-Aid, but not Kool
Aid. T've come across a big scoop.

I pocket a single envelope of the
]quf 1 feel guilty because I've become a
sehoul and a looter, and I put it back.
}Then once again, 1 pick up the envelope
and put it in my pocket.

Why, 1 have no Mea.

- Later, 1 discover there is other life
in Jonestown beside the kitten and the

Two Japanese journalists :

discover the kitten at almost the
same time. One shoots 10 or 12
pictures of the kitten. The kitien
looks hungry, mews pathetically.

The photographer grins.
He's made some nice picture;
We move on.

On the back stoop, jukt
bﬁside the warehouse, about 30
yords from where the cyanide
potion was distribhuied last Satur-
day, is a cardboard carton with a

soldier and the newsmen.

In a garden beside a wood-frame
house — a barracks, or an apartment —
a small, healthy-looking pig is rooting
contentedly. Not far away is a black
duck.

Several hundred yards away are
ahout 50 smaller cottages, each about 12

hv 20 feet, all also neatly huilt. They are
freshly paintedinpastel colors — green,

blue, pink and beige. Another reporter

———E D,

gets a peek inside one, and says there are

a dozen bunks in the place.

The cottage said 10 have belong
Jones is about 100 yards away from
central pavilion. It is perhaps twicelas
large as the small cottages, but certai ly
not a palace.

Like nearly all the others, it has |
been sealed by Guyanese soldiers or '
police. But on the small veranda, stuff
and junk is littered about.

Feeling no guilt at all, now. | kneel
and go through it. 1 find several plastic
syringes and a number of bottles of
drugs — Penthedine, Penothal 1 taren’t
these truth syrums?) Thorazine and
Valium (tranqulizers) and morphine sul-
fate.

Now one of the soidiers is moving us
along toward the heliport. In ten
minutes, we are airborne.

From the air. the jungle clearing in
which Jonestown is built looks peaceﬂ‘ul
and almost pretty. . l'

And in the air, moving away erm
Jonestown at 150 m.ph., we find the

stink of death sygddenjy gone.
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CULT SETTLEMENT |

By Jeremlah O'Leary
and Henry S. Bradsher

4 Washingion Star Stal! Writer

GEDRGETOWN, Guyana ™ —
American troops removing the mass
suicid¢-murder victims at the Peo-
ple’s Il'emple sett_leme.nt“gt LJques- |
town now have found 773 oGuies, .-
nearly twice as many as had bgen
thought earlier, United States ¢ffi-
cials said today.

They said the toll may exceed B(0.
The! U.5. Embassy here was in-
formeH by radio at 11 a.m. EST that
the o1iginal body count of just over
400 mde by Guyanese police and de-
fense forces now has been found to be

seriously in error, The number of
additi»nal bodies at the settlement
where the Rev. Jim Jones ordered all
his followers to join him in commit-
ting vuicide last Saturday may now
approximate the more than 800
American passports that were foqnd
inalocked on at Jonestown,

GRAVES REGISTTRATION troops
of thie U.S. Army reported by radio
fronf the scene of the horror that they
fourid many bodies, including chil-
dreri, underneath the corpses of their .

arents and other m;mbers”o'i'mt—hfé__
- Peojile’s Temple.

U.5. officials have been troubled
from the first by the insistence of
Guyana officials that only 400-odd
.bodies had been counted in the farm-
Ing community.

In Washington, the head of \the
State Department’s task force faid
that the number of bodies ;Ew
counted plus the number of known
survivors “‘seems to be in the vicinity
of what other sources indicate was

the number of persons in Jonestown
last Saturday'' more than 800.

The official, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State John A, Bushpell,
said that there is no trace of wny
additional survivors still in the jungle
around Jonestown but the search is
continuing. The United States is
providing logistical support to a ﬂat-
talion pf approximately 350 Guyatlese
defensy forces troops still searching
the region while U.S. helicopters '-.!ly
overhead. L

BUSHNELL SAID 870 passports

have been recovered from Jones-
town, possibly including some dupli-
cations, Six hundred single beds were
counted in the community, and a re-
cent petition of support for thi late
Jim“Jones contajned between 609 and
700 names. Based on these iddica-
tions, it now appeared that virtually
everyone was acounted for.

Bushnell said approximaf ely 485
bodies had beent moved by U.§. mili-
tary personnel from Jonestown) by 11
a.m. today. Twenty more have been
bagged for movement and 270 more

have been counted. This totals 775.
Five other cult members died in
Georgetown on Saturday.

Between 70 and 80 survivors'were
in the cult's Georgetown officelor at
the airport yhere Rep. Leo Ryay and

four other Americans were billed ;

-~ e veenam

Saturday, and fled into the jungle,

but have since been found.

He aid the U.S. government plans :

to turh the bodies over to ‘“‘the nor-
mal dommercial funeral system”
after identification and processing at
Dover, Del. "“We’ll be in the middfe,"”
Bushnell said of eritics who think the
U.S. government should not have met

See CULT, A
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any of the cc/sts caused by the mass
suicides and those who think the U.S,
government should provide for final
burial, Bushnell noted.

Any unidentifiable or unclaimed
bodies will be buried by the govern-
. ment in the Dover area.

He said the Department of Delfense
has spent between $2 and $3 million
on the operation so far.

EMBASSY officials have been
working night and day trying te
match up the passports with the
known and identified dead. So far
U.S. and Guyanese officials have
been able to identify only 200, but
until this morning no one was aware
that the death toll could be nearly
twice the figure that officials have
been using all week.

It had been estimated, when offi-
cials had put the toll at just over 400
dead in the bizarre suicide-murder
rite, that the evacuation of the Jones-
town fatalities might be completed
by Sunday. Now the Americari Joint
Task Force expects the task ty take

mch lorger. . :

- The djscovery of the addifional
bodies akded to the near-incbmpre-
hensible Jhorrors uncovered at the

cult settlement, but it also helped to
clear up some of the mystery caused
by earlier indications that there were
many more hundreds of persons ljv-
ing at the settlement and the discov-
ery of the more than 800 passports,

GEORGETOWN WAS beginning to
seethe with rumors that the Rev,
Jones might have been carrying out
individual kitlings o! untrusted fol-
lowers at the commune he founded
four years ago in the rain forest 150
miles from Guyana's capital. Guya-
nese officials said there was no evi-
dence of any such Killings, but they
too were unable to account for the
difference between the number of
bodies and the number of passports.

Police Commissioner Lloyd Barker

S has i S e o

- e .

and Minister of Information Shirley -

Field-Ridley said there was some
evidence that an unknown number of
Jones' followers may have escaped
into the jungle because there was evi.
denne of foot travel along pathn lead-
ing [0 Amerindan villages in the re.
gion| But CID Chief Skip Riberts
said’ today he seriously dt¢ubted
whether very many survivors had
taken flight when Jones used the

commune loudspeaker to summon
his followers for their last assembly.

A handful of People’s Temple fol-
lowers escaped death by various
meahs when Jones announcedy that
everone was going to die'} and
ordeked the fatal potion of cyjinide
and 'tranquilizers mixed with lool—
Aid administered to all. The discov-
ery today that many children, previ-
ously uncounted among the dead,
were lying under other bodies is not
inconsistent with the fact that Jones
?rdained that the children should die

irst.

THE include an

SURVIVORS

-elderly woman who was overlooked

because she was in the bathroom, a
76-year-old man who wandered away
without being stopped by Jones’
guards and a handful of young men
who escaped by hiding until the mass
suicides were completed, )

The suicides came after Temple
members had killed Rep. Ryan and
four other Americans in his investi-
gating group at Port Kaituma, about
7 mfiles from Jonestown lastSatur-
day, . i ‘I\

Meanwhile, a Peoples Temple
member who escaped the sifcides
today told United Press International
that when the hundreds of cultists

were told their fate was death by poi-
sning, only one woman tried to ob-

jget.
?Uones' followers shouted thown the
protester and branded her 'h “‘trai-
tor,” the witness said. N
The witness to the suicide ritual,
Odell Rhodes, 36, of Detroit, said
Jones calmly decreed death for his
followers last Saturday, and they
obeyed his command. :
Infants and children were first in
line at a table in the group’s assem-
bly hall, Rhodes said, where a nurse
squirted suicide poison down their
throats by syringe, then gave them a
grape drink for & chaser, .
“The first adult to die was a young
woman who went up with a baby in
her arms, had the poison shot down
her throat, walked into a field and sat
down and died,”’ said Rhodes, who
managed to escape when he was sent
with the nurse to get a stethoscope.
Jones called a meeting minutes
after Rep. Ryan and his parly had
left Jonestown for the Port Kajtuma
airsirip.
""They will never reach the Uaited
States and we will all comnmnit sui-
cide,”” Rhodes quoted Jones as say-

ing.

JONES ASKED if there was any
objection, Rhodes said. Only one
woman spoke up. She said suicide
was not the only option, that the cult-
ists could go to the Soviet Union or
Cuba. . "

i Rhades said she was shouted down
. with é2ies of ““traitor!" i
} Rhodes said the poison wyrked
! quickly and each cultist died within
| four to five minutes — a brief period
’ of agony.
i “It was evident that this was not a
i drill,” Rhodes said. “‘People started
. going into convulsions, foam came
rom their lips and many were
crying.”
r The group became panicky, and
Jones shouted into the camp’s loud-
! speaker system: “You must die with
! dignity.”
Rhodes said he leaned against the
fence while waiting his turn in line

" and thought about trying to get out of

-

. there. At that time the commune's
" doctor, Dr. Larry Schacht, called out
for a nurse to bring a stethoscope, so
Rhodes followed her past the guards
and walked to the nursing station.

The nurse told him to look for the
stethyscope there while she looked in
the doztor’s office.

He ‘rent out the back door and hid
until night, when he escaped through
the jungle.

“I have no idea how many. survi-
vors there are, nor how many people
were at the Peoples Temple,” said
Rhodes, a slender black man who de-
scribed himself as a former drug ad-
dict rehabilitated by the Jones organ-
ization.

One of the aluminum caskets that
arrived at Dover Air Force Base yes-

y terday contained what were
positively identified as the remains

of the cult leader who triggered the
mass deaths, scotching rumors that
the body might be that of a double.

THE COFFIN, marked simply

i “Rev. Jimmie Jones, 13-B,"” was un-

loaded last night. A team of 10 FB]
fingerprint specialists concluded that
the corpse was Jones.

Former cult members in San Frap-
cisco had said they feared Jones di-
rected the mass suicide and then fled

i with a “'revenge squad’ bent on Kill-
ing the people who had brought on his
downfall.

Some mystery was devebping
over the fact that most of the sujcide
viclims returned to the United States
were young persons and childre
althhugh an 108-year-old man was
amdng the victims. There were boxes
of Social Security checks but no old
people to go with them.
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%pme of 780 Forced To Drink

ithess Sayj‘.

Most Wait
Turn Quietly

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — A
man who saw hundreds die in the
biggest mass suicide in recent history
said yesterday there was some hysteria
and confusion as parents saw their
children writhe in the throes of death
from poisoning at the Jonestown
settlement,

But Odell Rhodes of Detroit said
most people quietly waited their tum
to die. He said he saw perhaps 200, of
the nearly 800 who died, drink cyanide
or have it administered forcibly.

Rhodes said there was no panic or
emotional outburst as people stood in
line to swallow the poison. He said he
. escaped by slipping through a ring of
e, armed guards and into the jungle.

| ¢ “A lot of people walked around like
Jthey were in a trance. [ don't know if
they even tried to get away,” said
Rhodes, 35, who said he escaped about
20 minutes after the poisoning began.
““There wasnt that much noise,"he
E said. “Children were crying and going
through convulsions and some of their
grandparents and parents were getting
hyslerical as they saw their children
die.

“But basically a lot of the people
were sitting, especially the senior
people — just waiting and watching,”
he sald.

Rhodes said the founder and leader
of the Peoples Temple colony, the Rev.
Jim Jones, calied & meeting at the

] nmen returned-fram_the
irstrip with reports of the killing and
ones said it was too late for anything
ut Suicide, Rhodes said. (Indicate page, name of

Rhodes said Jones had warned his newspaper, city and state.)
ollowers that if some were allowed to
eave, then family members would
ome from the United States and take

thers away. A=1 HERALD EXAMINE:
He had a lot of ego and had to be in LOS ANGELES, C.

ntrol,” Rhodes said. **The decision
or suicide} was based on the fact
at he felt he was losing control. 1'm E—
st trying to figure out why those
eople would voluntarily kill
emselves."”

He said the camp’s doctor and
urses brought out containers of a
quid that investigators have since
aid contained cyanide,

“They would draw up an amount (of
ison) into syringes,” Rhodes said.
Babies and children went first. They
‘ould take the syringes and a nurse or —
meone else would put it into a
rson’s mouth and the people would
imply swallow it down ...

*“The first person who went up was a
oung mother, about 27 or so0. She had
small baby, about 1. She
dministered it to her own baby, then
k her own. She walked over 1o a Date: 11/25/78
eld and sat down. It was hard to waitiogaturday Lates
lieve," he said. ’
Rhodes said it took 4-5 minutes for
he people to die. .

R T Y

camp assembly hall and told peoplel «parents were talking with their Tite; RYMUR
the time had come for the ritual masskyiiaren and a lot of the children were
death. - rying,” he said. “He (Jones) was
It was called just afier U.5. Rep Reiling them not to tell the children Character:
Leo Ryan left the settiement Saturday they were dying, not 1o tell them it "“ﬁ}'.b
and took some cult members withwas painful. ... He didn't seem ex- or
him. Ryan and several others werecited. He was sitting in a chair and Classig ti 16
slain at the strip by gun-wielding cult seemed very calm.” : Submith ogt :
members. Rhodes, who taught crafts to camp ubmitg B fizeles

The “defectors’” would never reachfchildren, related-the horror to a few
America, Jones told the crowd as the reporters in the hotel where he and a
bizarre ritual of death began, ac-|ffew survivors are staying. ~
cording to Rhodes.

Jones asked if there was dissent,
and one woman said death was not the

only option, suggesting a move 1o the
m or Cuba. —

FBl/DOJ



AL_Was mass confusion, P%Ie
were standing in groups, saying .
bve to each other, walking around

hugging old friends. Al my thoughts
were on how to get out of there,”

He said he walked to the edge of the
crowd, which was surrounded by
armed guards, and saw a girl named
Julie Reynolds, about 13. **One of the
women who supervised her, and one of
the nurses were forcing her to take
poison. They forced her to take it. She
was spitting it out, but they were
forcing her to take it™.

Rhodes said he slipped away,
crawled under a building and hid until
guards were called to take poison.
Then he stole from house to house and
into the jungle.

He said he followed the road eight
miles to Port Kaituma, where he told
a constable about the killings, but said

he was 1g]d the force was ungderstaffed
and nothing could be done.
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Murder and M:ss [A
Suicide in Guyana

THE SLICE of Guyana jungle

was only 60 miles fromq
Shangri La — the place so’
idyllic in appearance it had)
served as the location for the|
movie version of “Lost Hori-
zon."”

‘.F And in the jungle at Jones
t,‘bwn was a dream of paradise
tin earth where everyone
shared and shared alike and
there were oranges on the
trees and bananas for the
picking and everyone Ioved
everyone — and especially
their leader, Father Jim Jones,
He wanted to be called “fath- J
er,” like in “creator.”

By last week the wodd !
knew that Jonestown was [
ther Shangri La nor Parad
recovered and that the Rever-
end Jim Jones somewhere in
his ministry had gone horribly
awry.

i1 Jones was handsome
i nough and bright encugh and
fke claimed to be at least part

merican Indian. He was
raised in Lynn, Indiana, once a
major eenter of Ku Klux Klan
Activity, attended nearby But-
ler University in Indianapolis
and the Cleveland Bihle Col-
lege, where he became an
ordained minister of the Disci-
ples of Christ.

In 1953 he established his
own interdenominational
church in Indianapolis ans
with his charismatic personal’-
y and his appeal 10 the doer

en, he soon had a high

ccessful intecracial congre-

gation.
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expected to give their worldh
goods {in¢toding Social Securi

. TMtwasa daring thing to do
in the heart of KKK-land. He
established a soup kitchen and
ppened it te anyone; he found
people jobs and distributed
ﬁsed clothes. Jones became
R?al?ts?:g the city’s Human
ig mmission in 1961 a 3 i
pursuaded restaurantsl a:g ;ihou‘itciguﬁuon even eon
thgat_ers W0 change their dis-7 suierde. !
criminatory policies. . At the same Uimé Jones use(,

But Jones was already feel- members to build political pow

ing the pressures that ultimate- i.;;bﬁs.t?f.l}iv; ..C.ef l.l .‘ftu.l?_nf‘

Iy co_nsumed him and over 400 e
of his followers. He preached of Glide Memorial Methodist’
that the nuclear holocaust or Church, put ix “Here was a
fascism was coming; that man that with a snap of his
blaeks would be exterminated fingers could bring out a thou-
like the Jews were under Hit- sand people. No one had ever
if)l;'n :nd in 1965 he looked for done that before.”
way out.
y out. He had become  que thousands of votes

an ordained minister in 1964. 3,50 controlied could decide
Apparently in an Esquire close races and politicians were

lived in the Temple, or contrib
ute 25 percent of their incoms

ty checks) to the cause, if they

to it. They were also expecten ﬂ:ﬁ:f;ﬁm

to do what “father™ Jones sald

maga'zine article on where
man};md was most likely to
survive a nuclear war, he

found his inspiration for his

very aware of it — from Vice
President Walter Mondale on
down. They consulted JSoues; .
some wooed him; (Mayor

black beauficiap who quit sev-

eral years ago after runnisg &
rest home for the Temple,
+that if anything ever Tap-

pened to him, if the gov
in on us that we
kil each othex.”

Lena McCowan, & former
member, said 231 first Jones
wanted to be known as Jim,
“put then he began to &2y he
was Jesus Christ incarnated.
He always wanted to be called
father, never reverend. . Hed
pever had any other God.”

Meantime, there were In-
creasing demands to investi-
gate Jones. The Temple bought
97000 acres in the jungle of
Guyana 150 miles from Geofge-
town, the nation’s capital,
connected only by seven Hijes
of dirt road to a smal®andiag
field at Port Kajtuma.

;. Jomes sent down some 130
to clear the land

George Moscone made him
chairman of San Francisco’s
Housing Authority) and they
wrote congratulatory letters.

1howing signs of paranoia. As a
ember of the Housing Au-

next move.

The move was to Redwood
Valley, Calif., a dozen miles
from Ukiah At least 160 faith-
ful followed him to Redwood
Valley, where i 2an ldglic
setting he established a Peo- J . Hot
ple‘s'lgemple where the faithful hOrRY recalled, "He'd call me
could not only worship but late at night, one time at 2 a.m.,
work In the vineyards and till and ramble on about how
the soil someone was trying to assassj-

a pate him and how rightwing
His “c‘.ﬁag;m‘g ulxg:: s::k. forces were irying to destroy
% w'belang to a “family”

his temple.”
. He wrote congressmen in
t{: ﬁi;h‘?:?;gs‘: io:‘;hoi& the same vein, m.lrd he Frea&:(t}x;d
" care — with the Temple 5
‘;’,‘;‘;ﬁ;n'ﬁ’}“f :;n““ylgl;ntﬁ closed — that & I8ce war was
capped and delinquent Kids; coming. )
drug rehabilitation; food Kitch- Jim "W s all along,
ens. recalled Birdie Marable, a
]
By 1971 he was ready 10
expand to the “big dme,’ 25 &
former member of the Tempie
put it, to San Francisco and Los
Angeles. E gy
fn San Francisco, Jones

bought an old sypagogue d
Geary off Fillmore ag 4a the
same year, 1971, he an
empty symgoﬂle ind MIE;
Jes. His operation and jp

shipexpandedtoanmleﬂ
91000 betlevers. T

‘gljhe Temphemicmbers were

i and prepare
x Temple members en masseé to
l

Rev. Jones, meanwhile, was |

young people

for the move of

the paradise. Even as Joues
i .and his flock packed for the
| big move, New West maga-
zine's August, 1977, issue fea-
tured an article “Inside Peo-
ple’s Temple” by Chronicle

I reporter Marshall Kilduff and

New West's Phil Tracv.

The article quoted former
Temple members (admittedly
disillusioned and prejudic{d
on a host of abuses — syphiie
ing off money from child cate
operations; poor housing, foud
and care of members, particu-
Jarly the elderly; psychological
abuse as well as physical beat-
ings. The magazine called for

~an investigation of the Temple
i and Jones.

Jones and an estimated T200
ollowers (since believed few
thap 1000} fled 10 Guyapa and,
Aparadise in mid-1877, b
One of the main reasons
Jones fled San Fraucjsco, Ap-
parently. was John Stoent, t‘h.e_

[



six-year-old son of Grace and
Tim Stoen whe-—Jim Jones
cjaimed he had sired and want-
e} 10 keep with him always.
‘I%m Stoen had been the Tem-
pie’s attorney for many years |
and Grace at one time had kept *
books for seven of the Temple's
enterprises. Tim took John

when Tim defected recently
Jones would not let John leave.

Representative Leo Ryan,
53, an actlvist San Mateo Demo-
crat who always wanted to
check out information for him-

self, began a preliminary inves- |

tigation that apparently turned
tup disturbing information. At

the urging of some constitu-
| ents he decided to visit Jones-
town, himself — the Temple's
flamboyant lawyer Mark Lane
had earlier said there was
notling' to hide at Jonestown,
that anyone was free t0 come
or go.

But when Ryan announced
November 7 he was actually
golng to make the trip gnd 19
others—media people {includ-
ing Chronicle reporter Ron
Javers) and relatives of Temple
members — would go along, he
ran into delaying tactics all
along the route.

For three days the party
as stalied in Georgetown,
pital of Guyana, where em-
assy people and Lane urged

they wait until Jonestown was
*“ready” for them.

On November 17 they final-
iy made the onehour flight to
Port Kaituma and jounced over
the muddy road to Joneﬂn\yn.
There they were greeted like
royalty. They were given & tour
of the fields and orchards and
gome of the tintoofed build-

ings. -

' the microphone near Jones'

| raised chair, under the roofed,
with him to Jonestown hut |

provided an assortment of mu-
sic — rock, jazz, disco .- while
others danced and clapped
Jones watched proudly from
his “thronpe.”

Congressman Ryan rose to
the festive occasion. He went to

owner ‘temple attorney who
/had flown Wmeyﬁyan.
' grabbed Sly, who was cut as
it €y wrestled the weapon
' apay, spurting blood on Ryan
" white shirt. Jones became nery
vdus. He "was afraid Ryan’

" report would be negative. Lan

and Garry stayed behind 1o
calm Jones down.

| open meeting house and said,
{“From what I've seen, there

“are a Jot of people here who
think this thing that has hap-
pened is the hest thing that has
happened in their whole lives.”

Wild applause. Jones stood
and applauded, although he

had not looked well.

As the Ryan group left for
the evening drive back to Port
Kaituma, where they would
spend the night in a tin-roofed

Ryan apd the rest of the
party hurried to the truck that
was to take them to the Guyana

Air:ways Plane on the Port
Kaituma strip,

“1 wouldn't be alive if It
wasn’t for Mark Lane.” sajd a
shaken Ryan. 1t was 420 pm.
There was the two-engine
‘plane ready to take the Ryan
party back to Georgetown and
a single-engine plane 1p aceom-

disco, a young man slipped Doy M0date the refugees from the
. Harris, an NBC reporter, § colony.
7 message written on a chiid Jame
I'l slate saying, “Please help m ‘ple menfb?;b\zhz ‘l;o;tlln f:i:c‘le
, get out of Jonestown.” There ganc pis mother, three sistegh

|, were four signatures on it. and two brothers intg Jeavin
In Port Kaituma local Guy- Warned Examiner reporter

anese regaled the party with

horror stories about Jones-

town.

Saturday morning when the
party returned to Jonestown
the atmosphere seemed tense.
Temple member Edith Parker
ran up to Ryan and said she
wanted to leave with him. By
the time they were ready to
leave 20 people had asked to go.

Ron Javers, the Chronlcle
reporter, said that Jones struck
“us as a madman. We watched
him as he kept taking pills until
he seemed dazed by them. He
Hsted a whole catalogue of
diseases he said were afflicting
him starting with cancer.”

.Jones said the 20 were free

They were fed pork SloppY; to Jeave. ‘Suddenly a yofjng
Joe sandwiches, greens an¢' white man (ater identified by

‘ipotatoes grown om

ulfivated-acres. Singers™®f alt and put
" ages and the Jonestown band Lane and C- ar

Lane &s Don Sly) grabbed yan
ife to his t.
Garry, the



Jones had

‘planned’ to.
kill the
whole Ryan

party

Phote by Gregory Robinsen
Copyright 1978, S.F. Examiner
RYAN

e

THE SUICIDE SCENE AT JONESTOWN
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| Corpses
""Were Piled
Four Deep |

‘Georgelown, Gnyana
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U.S. military personnel, finding
“smaller bodies under larger bodies
and children under those,” discov-
ered yesterday that “as many Bas
780" Americans died in Jonestown
last Saturday when cult leader Jim
Jones ordered them to commit
suicide.

A week-0ld estimate of aboul
400 bodies, apparently based only
on a rough count made by the
Guyanese authorities, who were the
first to reach the death scene last

eekend and did not move the
jes, was “found 10 be seriously
error,”  according to a U.Si
bokesman, when military person!
nel packing the dead in plastic bagﬂ
neared 400 and realized there were
many more to go.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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“I'he way an tnis nappened was
that noody T the US. military
task forcel stopped 10 count™ when
they reached Jonestown early this
week, said another U.S. official.
‘But as they bagged the bodies,
hey noticed the pile wasnt going
down.”

“We simply began to discover

more and more and more bodies,”!

said Air Force Captain Don J.
Moscatelli, spokesman for the U.S.
Military rescue task force here.

“Under adults we found smali-
er adults and children, and more
Emal] babies than anticipated.”

i Most of the previously over-

ked bodies were found at the
bottomn of what turned out to be a
three-'and four-deep pile off to the
side of the open-air pavilion from
which Jones supervised the distrib-

ution of the poisoned Kool-Aid to?

followers herded around him by
encircled armed guards. Jones him-
self was later found shot to death
on the altar at the front of the
pavilion.

Yesterday's unexpected discov-
ery was a swift, shocking blow 1o
both U.S. authorities and relatives
of Peoples Temple church members
Lgat both doubled the death toll at
Janestown and snuffed out hope
that many more survivors might be

found.
————
“You don’t know whether to be

relieved  or—herrified” said US. ® A petition "pledging loyalty
Consul Douglas Ellis, who has been | to Jim Jones, mgnad.b&-&‘-.etwegn
the liaison between the embassy ! 600 and 700 persons, found in
here and the 32 known survivors of JOT€SLOWD. ,
Jonestown as well as relatives of o
onestown residents seeking to dis-
rover whether their loved ones age
fead or alive. “It appears that there
may not be anybody to search agi
rescue.” {

e Four other Peoples Tem
church members dead inside thg
Georgetown headquarters Saturday
night, and one defector from the
commune who was shot to death

) ' along with Representative Leo J.

All week long, offiials had pyan and three newsmen after
agonized over the mystery of what yp.. jeft Jonestown earlier Satur-
had happened to several hundred day.

Jonestown residents apparently not

counied in the original estimate of ® Thirty-two other Jonestown
about 400 dead. U.S. military heli- residents who escaped Saturday’s
copters were scheduled to begin violence, some of whom left with
flying over the dense rain forest Congressman Ryan's gioup and
'surrounding Jonestown and broad- survived the ambush at the Port
cast loudspeaker appeals to any Kaituma landing strip near Jones-
survivors who might have fled town, and others who slipped outipf
there. ‘ Jonestown before and during t‘;‘e

forced mass suicide.
Now, however, the numbers

. i
that had been in contention here all ® Forty-six other People Ten:-
.week appcared to be adding up. . ple church members still under
rarmed guard and house arrest

The Guyanese government s3id | jngige the Georgetown headquar-
vesterday that its records showed| iors house.

930 Peopies Temple church mem-
bers had entered Guyana since |he
Jonestown agricultural commune
was founded five years ago.

4

They include Jun’ Jones  son

Meanwhile, the US. embassy
yesterday examined and photo-
copied 803 U.S. passports the Guy-
anese authorities had recovered in
Jonestown. The copies will be sent
to Washington for a determination
of how many persons they cover.
That number could be more than
800 because some children may
have traveled on parents’ passports,
and others may have been born in
Jonestown. Markers in a small
cemetery found in Jonestown indi-
cate that only about ten residents

ied there before last weekend.

1 Against that evidence are these
nt\mbers: P

® "As many as 780 bodiek
counted in Jonestown by yesterdjy
afternoon. —— )



and top lieutenant, Stephan Jones,
and other memeF's'_so} the Jones-

town basketball team, which was in
eorgetown playing the Guyanese
ational team last weekend during
ongressman Ryan's visit to Jones-
own.

According to Guyanese police
sources, some cult members now in

that house are being investigated ’

for the murder of Peopltes Temple
member and house resident Sharon
Amos Harris and her three
children, who were found in the
Georgetown house Saturday night
with their throats slashed.

Police sources in Georgetown
said that Edward Bikman, 43, home-
town unknown, will be charged

today with four counts of murder
in the killing of Amos and her
children.

Survivors from Jonestown
have told authorities that memhers
‘of the basketball team were trained
shhrpshooting security guards who
pricticed with firearms in the
foilest around Jonestown. .

e Four other Jonestown resi-

dents found aboard the cult’s coast:

—— - -

al freighter, the Alhatross, when i’

landed in Trinidad this week after
leaving Guvana well before last
weekend's violence. Those four are
being temporarily held by Trinidad
authorities, who are in communica-
tion with Guyana.

® Two or three more Jones
town residents reportedly found by
a Guyana defense force patrol boat
aboard the cult’s fishing boat, the
Cudjoe, three days ago just 20 miles
north of its Port Kaituma dock.
ThHey are being questioned by the
ptilice here. A third boal used by’
ikp Jonestown commune, named
the Marceline after Jlm Jones' wife,
is still missin

]

" ready known was revealed.

These numbers make a total of
between 850 and-9X-Pevples Tem-
ple church members now accoymt-
ed for in Guyana. \

The only remaining live Iépd
on more possible survivors from
Jonestown is a report from a
Venezuelan government agent that
the pilot of a Venezuelan military
plane patroling its disputed border
with Guyana saw what appeared to
be 30 or 40 people heading west
toward the border from the rain
forest around Jonestown and Port
Kaituma. Guyanese government
spokesmen denied knowledge of
such a report.

Meanwhile, the grim airlift of
bodies from Jonestown continued
at a brisk pace yesterday. By
midday 485 bodies had been taken
during the past three days in plastic
body bags by helicopter from
Jonestown to Timehri International
Airport, where they were trans-
ferred to aluminum holding coffins n
and put into military cargo planes |
bound fer the U.S. Air Force base [
in Dover, Del.

Yesterday afternoon, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Forbes
Burnham made its first publie
report to the Guyanese people
about the Jonestown affair. Deputy

Prime Minister Ptolerny Reid deliv-

ered the report in a 15minute
statement to Parliament that was
broadcast across the country by the
Guyanese Broadcasting Service ra-
dio.

Reid’s address, in the crowded
_House Chamber of the 50-year-old
pink-and-white neo-classical Parlia-
ment, was essentially a chronologi-
cal listing of the steps his govern-
ment took at Jonestown after the
violence occurred. Nothing not ai—

Reid, a large black man with L
full gray beard, who, like the t
members of the House and observ-
ers and members of the press, wore
an open-neckedsHiTt and no coat in



the tropical heat, also stated his After finishing, Reid strode
nction’s “deep regret and sympa- hurriedly off ske—House floor,
tby" to the Américan people for the pushing his way through report
trigedy that occurred at Jones- and bystanders. He was chased
toxn. catealls from members of the 0
i Sl osition Peoples Progressive part
thron};leh pointedly indicated l\:sfhose acting leader tried top'msist
ghout his statement that he; R . .
believed his government acted as that Reid answer questiobns, as IS
quickly as possibie at every stage of frequent parliamentary procedure.
the emergency. | When the speaker of the House
" Fruled that, for technical reasons,

For example, he said that after
the ambush T | the Jonestown matter could not be
ush of Congressman Ryan's discussed on the floor, cries of

L party at the Port Kajtuma airstrip, | " " "
pe “one of the more seriously in]urePd Shame, shame,” and “coverup
persons was conveyed that very rang out.
evening to the hospital in George- Some members of the opposi-
town where a medical team was 0n tjon party and its newspaper here
standby and the injured person have raised guestions about the
received immediate attention. Oth- apparently close relationship be-
/s were flown out the fellowing tween Ptolemy Reid in particular
Y- and the Burnham government gen-
Later, he poin erally with Jim Jones. Jones and
after the first n?pont egaso;lécetit:gé, F@eid met together on several occa-
of a possible mass murder or sions, and the Burnham gover
suicide at Jonestown, the Guyana ment has been accused here o
defense Tor mobized troops oy SOKIE e ater WaY VI S
uice 0Ssi ,
cIllidge,y20m}mi‘laes;S S;‘v.)vl;y aﬁnéﬂ ﬁ;%?: three boats, allegedly shipped out
I produce and hrought in supplies

by foot and train to Port Kaituma
a without going through custoins.
nd then to Jonestown Sunday on RN

foot. Fashingron Post

“It should be noted that all this
was done under very adverse condi-
tions,” Reid told Parliament, ex-
piaining that the terrain was very
rotigh and rain was falling heavily.

!

_\Reid ended his address by
saying that he wished o “reiterate
our deepest sympathy to all who
are grieving. We mougn with all of
them." :—-—’_H




——

——————y




AP T irephoro

- _‘___-._J'
PtolersyReid, Guyana’s deputy prime minister, recounted the
tragedy ot o meeting of Parlioment
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1 O VICt|m§ As of 8 am. today. 485 bodies hox. The bamre-serawled on the side
had been réToved from Jonestown of the box by a soldier: “Rexfs

under age 15’ to Dover Air Force Base in Dela- Jimmie Jones.” ‘ed

ware and 20 more had been placed - "
20 P Jones was identified positiv

the U.S. finds in Air Force “body bags.” yesterday with fingerprints provid-

LS. troops at the scene count- ed by the Los Angeles Police
ed the remaining bodics and found Department. The State Department

Emg‘-‘i'n""'_"(j':'"gl‘. 270. : ©,saud no autopsy will be performed
: e : - : ;
1ty Editor Officials said they didn't ex-;;“m him at Dover.

GEORGETOWN, Guvana —- apect 10 find more victims of the'!  The evil preacher left Guyana
total of 775 hodies has now heep I*Mple mass suicide elsewhere in ,vesterday surrounded by the bitter
found a1 the jungle mission of theNC¢ Jonestown outpost. Fruit of his labors. In two days, the
Peoples Temple. hodies of 270 men, women and

The reason for the earfier body

. Ry TUY rchildren had been brought from
The increase in the numbers of ¢OUNt — 8t 409 — was that the Guy- . Peoples Temple mission by US.
dead at the Jonestown outpost #1€se who discovered the bodies helicopters and loaded aboard big,
apparently was reached when it made no attempt o disturh them. droopy-winged Air Force trans-
: Hﬁddrﬁ]'m;fmd Ilf:at n:lan_v hodies of Onlv after US. Army and Air ports for a flight 10 Dover Air Force,

edhnses of ag“;l ound under the poree personnel arrived and began  Base.
P uits. removing the bodies was it discov- All the bodies must be hrought "
I/ The State Depariment in Wash. ©Ted that there were more bodies .., 150 mjjes 10 Temebri Airport

igron said 180 of the dead are under those already counled. In outside the capital city of George
children under the age of 15. A Some areas around the central |\ ..
witness 1o the gruesome suicide Meeting hall, the concentration of ’

ritual said the children were lined Podics was so dense that one There were 162 bodies taken (0
up and given the lethal mixture of touldn see the ground. the United States yesterday in
Kool-Ald and cvanide first. then The figures, sent 10 Washing-gf‘hrﬂ) flights. Another 68 hodies

their parents drank the potion and . . TR were at the airport for removal 10
1on by US. officials on the scene, the United States 10day.

fell atop their children. almost double the number of those|
"It now appears the count will known dead at the colony of ] There was some doubt that the

he a« many as 780 bodies.” sajd Proples Temple leader Jim Jones. Tdover military mortuary —- where
Stephen Kibble. information off- They account for most of the large  victims of the Vietnam War were
cer at the ¥'S. Embassy jp Guyana, hamber of setliement members provessed — could handle the
) until now listed as "missing.” larger number of bodies found. But

- Al the Peoples Temple head- Army Maj. Bri .

; Co rmy Maj. Brigham Shuler, spokes

quarters in San Francisco, mem. _ One of those hodies i Corpse (EIN U Y BCh P Cid' i hace
hers said they believed there were ~0- 13B. wrapped in plastic and oo te alf the bodies — though
iz people in the Jonestown camp. encased ir—ame-glaminum ransfer ' he said processing them now will
With 780 now dead and 32 members . " take at least three weeks, instead of

Wi escaped the ritual mass sui- { the eight 10 10 days forecast at first.

s The Peoples Temple in saﬁ
Filancisvo said it was sending med{i-
{Jl records and pictures of itk

members 10 Washington 10 aid

the demtification. Officials urged
‘that any medical Ordemtll records
“or fingerprints be sent 10 Dover Air




Info number”
¥ - - [ -
tPr victims’ Kin
| ! !
An information center for peo-
ple who believe a relative may he
one of the Guyana victims has been

established at the Dover Air Force
Base in Delaware. S

The phone number at the
information center. manned’
around the clock, is 3026786767,

Force Base or to the State Depart-
ment.

The government has said that
families of the dead will have to
pay to have them transported home
— at least $450 from Dover to San
_If' Francisco.

Today, San Francisco Supervi-
Spr Quentin Kopp said he is asking
deral authorities 10 send the
Jonestown dead 10 San Francisco
“hecause almost all were Califor.
nans, most were from Northern
California.”

Bodies left unclaimed wil) be
buried in Dover al government
expense, ;

In Georgetown. SgtL. Boy Petrie,'f
one of the 200 airmen called in 10,
assist in removing the bodies, said:
“There are a lot of little kids —
that’s the toughest part.

“You can tell they were Kids by

the weight of the hags. They just
gidn‘t have any choice.”
% Only 32 members of the temple
i\ Jonestown are known to have
estaped the mass suicide ritual
Féa atitempts have been made to
find any other members who may
have wsrapethin the jungle.

Despite the State Department’s

statement in Washington that U.S
helicopters u’mady blaring
messages 10 return over the sviam-
pv terrain at Jonestown, a {l!S.
official here said no such efijort
would be made until today and hat
the American search-and-rescue ef-
fort was minimal.

One helicopter flew kow over
the trees yesterday in an atiempt Lo
spot survivors. Bullhorns were add-
ed to the flight equipment today,
according o Capt. John Moscatelli.

The State Department said that
so far 870 passports — all hut four
American — have been checked,
but a spokesman said there may be
some duplication. He ajso said 600
single beds were counted al Jones
town. These figures have Jed tke
State Department to believe that
there are few, if any, survivors sijil
unaccounted for. 4

The number of persons al the
oulpost at the time of the suicides
has been a major question all week.
Interviews last night with survivors
of the Saturday borrors added
weight 1o the estimate of 800 to 900
residents.

Another source of names could
he a petition last week to Rep. Leo
Ryvan. opposing his visit to the
agricultural mission. That list was
said Lo contain 1,200 signatures, but
a State Department spokesman said
today that it carried only 600 to 700
signatures.

Jones eventually relented and
allowed the Ryan delegation of
journpalists and “concerned ra-
tives” to visit the mission. Ryan,
Examiner photographer Greg F{obm
inson and three others were shqj to
death as they prepared to hoard a
return flight One temple member,
Larry Layton. has been charged
with the deaths.
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A worker in Georgetown prepares coffina far shioment — inciuding ‘Rev. Jimmie Jones 13B’
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Jonestown settlers gathered in family groups 10 await death. Thelr bodies surround the open-alr pavilion at the center of the village.

" The Bizaree Tragedy in Guyana

£k "*-'.'
Young and old, they died on punishment. Investigations had long tha: seattered iive leces when visitors
orders from a man who been urged by forrner_members of the approached. A soul-music cuso pro.
likened himself to Christ and church and some relatives of about 800 vEc?ed entertainment af. an outd09r pa-
| R ip s blacks and whites who followed Jones wilion as Ryan interviewed residents
' Lenin. Why? Life in the jungle  into the rain forest. The allegations in-  and commune leaders.
b s commune provided answers. cluded beatings, brainwashing, forced “I hear many of you saying that this
' labor and imprisonment. is the bbst thing that has happened to
i i Jonestown died the way it lived— Yet the pleas sparked little govern- you,” a church statement guoted Ryan
} - tragicalls and ot command. ment interest unti] Representative Leo  as saying. “The reception has been
. In the end, only a cult's bizarre regi- Ryan, a 33-vear-old Demacrat, decided  very friendly. We've all had a very
men of fear, viclence and unthinking to check out complaints by constitu- good time here.”
devotion could explain the chain reac-  ents of his district, south of San Francis- The apparently cordial atmosphere
tion that claimed the lives of at least co. Six days after the prosperous dis- wunraveled the next day. NBC corre-
784 Americans shortly before sunset on  trict elected Ryan to 2 fourth term, he  spondent Donald Harris irked Jones
November 18. and 18 others flew to Jonestown on a  with questions about weapons in the
Murdered were a member of Con-'« fact-finding mission. camp. Church members began appeal-
gress from California, three newsmen The party entered the teeming ing to investigators for help in getting

and an 18-year-old woman fleeing the Jonestown compound 150 miles north- out. Jones became increasingly irritat-
fanaticisin of an agricultural commune west of Guyvana’s capital of George- ed. “The only thing I feel is that every
at Jonestown, Guvana, on South Ameri- town on November 17. The settlement time they [settlers] go, they lie,” Jones

ca’s northeastern shoulder. had been hacked out of a 42-square- told reporters accompanying Ryan.
Dead by suicide. murder and infanti- mile tract leased from the Guvanese “The satanic situation [was] building

cide, according to a count on Novem- government, up,” recalled attorney Mark Lane. A

ber 24, were at least 779 residents of “So peaceful,” “Evervthing was so critic of the official versions of the John

the jungle outpost, including almost alive and so peaceful that Friday night, F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King
200 children and its founder, Jim Jones, at least on the surface, that it was im- assassinations, Lane and attorney
a minister who claimed he was the dual  possible to know that this carefully cul-  Charles Garry acted as go-betweens for

embodiment of Lenin and Christ. tivated little world would soon be de- Jones and the congressional probe.
Pructically wiped out in the process stroved by a man gone mad,” one A Jones lieutenant attacked Rvan

was & mysterious San Francisco-based  visitor recalled. with a hunting knife amid a couple’s

cult called Peoples Temple that bound Ryan's purty found “a collecHon of dispute over whether to stay or leave.

its followers with a blend of brother- rough but clean, communal log build-  Splattered with the blood of his assail-
hood and blackmail, prophecy and ings” and knots of suspicious settlers ant, Ryan quickly left the compound
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with 16 defeciors and headed by or

to the Port Kaiturna airstrip eight mues
away. Afterwurd, Jones worried aloud
that the knife attack might jeopardize
a favoruble report by Ryan. “There are
things vou don't know,” Jones told his
lawvers who had staved behind.
“Those men [Jones's lieutenants) who
left a little while ago to go into the city
are not going there. They love me and
they muy do something that wili reflect
badly on me. They're going to shoot at
the people and their plane.”

Trouble erupted at the airstrip. A
Jones aide faking defection pulled a
pistol inside a five-seat chartered
Cessna, and wounded two passengers.

Outside, a tractor pulled a wagon
with several men toward the other
plane, a 19-seat twin-engine de Havil-
land DHC-6. NBC sound technician
Steve Sung saw the men wave goodbyve
to the departing party and then pick
up weapons.

“This is crazy.” “1 remember think-
ing this is cruzv,” wrote Washington
Post reporter Charles A. Krause, who
dived for cover behind a wheel. “It
couldn't be. I was going to die in the
middle of the jungle of Guyana, so far
away from my family and friends.”

NBC cameraman Bob Brown, 36,
filmed as shooting began.

Deadly potion: The tub contained a'grape-flavored soft
variety of painkill

drink spiked with cyanide and a

T T

Said NBC field producer Robe..
Flick: **'There were 50, 75 shots. People
with shotguns would walk over and at
point-blank range shoot people in the
head.”

Gunmen deliberately ignored the
U.S. Embassy official and the Guyanese
government escort to deliver coup de
grdce shots to Ryan and newsmen, said
Sung, who was wounded in the shoul-
der. “They never said a word. They
knew exactlvy who to kill.”

Five Americans were dead: Ryan,
Harris, Brown, San Francisco Examin-
er photographer Gregory Robinson
and Patricia Parks, a refugee from
Jonestown. Ten others were wounded.

The flight crew fled the airfield in
the Cessna with one wounded woman

" aboard and flew to Georgetown to re-

port the incident. The others stayved.

Guyanese troops—delaved because
the tiny airstrip had no lights for night
landings—arrived at dawn the next
day, November 19, 13 hours after the
attack. But already, the tragedy in the
Jonestoun compound was complete.

Told of the attack on Rvan’s party,
Jones summoned his predominantly
black followers for a mass meeting at
the open-air pavilion. Armed guards
circled the gathering.

“The time has come for us to meet in
another place,” said
Jones, who had formed a
ers. suicide pact with each
F¥  member of the sect. The
fundamentalist preacher
hailed “'the dignity of
death, the beauty of dv-
ing,” recalled Lane, who
heard the sermon as he
and Garry fled into the
jungle,

The ritual had been re-
peatedly rehearsed, with
disciples sipping a sup-
posedly lethal brown lig-

uid to show loyalty and
courage, only to find the
suicidal act merely a test.

This time, the camp
doctor ladled a soft drink

spiked with potassium

cvanide and painkillers

into cups, as Jonestown

settiers dutifully lined up

near the crude altar of the

church. Parents sguirted
the poison down the

throats of squirming in-
fants and children. Even
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cats and dogs were poi-
soned, and the camp’s
mascot, Mr. Muggs the
chimpanzee, was shot,
Cranide kills by parahz-
ing the lungs.

“Thev started with the

26

bies,” said Odell Rhodes, 386, a settler
- ho evaded death by volunteering to
go for the doctor’s stethoscope. Once
the dying began to convulse and gasp
for air, “it just got all out of order,”
Rhodes said. **Babies were screaming.
children were screaming, and there
was mass confusion.”

Gunmen forced reluctant followers
to drink. Victims gathered in family
groups, clutched each other or held
hands, waiting for death to strike. It
carne within 5 minutes.

Jones's final words, blared into the
surrounding rain forest over the pub-
lic-address svstem: “Mother, mother,
mother. . ."—believed to be a refer-
ence either to his mother, who was
buried at Jonestown, or to his wife.
who was found dead nearby. The 46-
vear-old son of a white mother and a
part-Indian father apparently then
took his own life with a gun.

Afterward, Jonestown “looked like a
garbage dump where somebody had
dumped & lot of rag dolls,” an eyewit-
ness said. Guvanese troops found the
bodies stacked so thick that the ground
was blanketed in some places.

Guns and money. Troops discovered
8500,000 in currency scattered around
the camp, $5300,000 in gold bullion,
more than 30 automatic weapons, hun-
dreds of thousands of rounds of arminu-
nition, envelopes with uncashed Social
Security checks and a trunk brimming
with 800 passports.

The U.S. flew in more than 200
troops to help identify- bodies and more
than 30 US. cargo planes to ferrv the
bodies back home. The first bodies
reached the Air Force mortuary in Do-
ver, Del,, on Thanksgiving Day.

The body count almost doubled as
U.S. troops wearing contamination
masks began removing bodies for ship-
ment back to the US. in a humanitar-
ian mission with a cost of at least 3
million dollars.

Almost 80 settlert were found alive,
either near the commune, in George-
town or on boats.

Days later, authorities still were
piecing together details of the final
days of Jonestouwn. But to those who
had been following the peculiar cult,
the rigors of life in the socialistic en-
clave had been known for months.

Located near an old manganese
mine and authorized by the Guvanese
government, Jonestown was the kind
of settlement the Georgetown regime
wanted. 1t was an outwardh' law-abid-
ing, socialist community in a socialist
country, with settlers willing to civilize
a part of the 83,000-square-mile coun-
tryv that few others wanted.

Settlers worked long hours with little
food in the soggy equatorial climate,
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cultivating cassava, a South America..
staple. and other crops, One former
Jonestown settler recalled 73-hour
workweeks, marathon services six
nights a week and six-hour diatribes by
Jones over a public-address system.

The diet was meager: rice for break-
fast. rice water soup for lunch and rice
and beans for dinner. Vegetables were
served two or three times a week and
eggs once a week.

Loyvalty was proven by “giving up
everyvthing, even basic necessities,”
Deborah Layton Blakey, 25, a former
Jones aide, said in an affidavit. “The
most loyal were in the worst physical
condition—dark eircles under one’s
eves or extreme loss of weight were
considered signs of loyalty.”

Settlers lived in dormitories with
bunk beds, with the lone concession to
husbands and wives being blankets
hung over their beds for privacy.

“Human-service goals.” The agri-
cultural project was launched by the
Peoples Temple in earnest in 1977,
when planeloads of Californians began
leaving for Jonestown. The cult said
the commune was established “to fur-
ther the human-service goals that have
charzcterized the Peoples Temple for
many vears —goals fulfilled in San
Francisco with legal advice and medi-
cal care, drug-rehabilitation programs
and soup kitchens.

Most of the Jonestown settlers were
transplants from San Francisco, where
Jones’s old-fashioned, foot-stomping
blend of religion and politics drew
5,000 people a night to a buff-colored
former synagogue. The church drew
down-and-out blacks as well as black
and while middle-class humanitarians
who gravitated to the church to live
the equality they preached during the
civil-rights struggles of the 1960s.

“When we first joined, it was beauti-
ful, interracial humanitarianism,” re-
marked a onetime member. “When
vou walked into the church, evervbody
greeted vou with hugs. 1 had never
experienced this kind of love before.”

The charismatic founder master-
minded the growth of his ofifbeat reli-
gious sect into a powerful political
force in California. Jones's disciples
were given credit, for example, for
helping to elect George Moscone may-
or of San Francisco in 1975—assistance
that wus recognized when Jones was
numed chairman of the City Housing
Authority the next year,

But the church had a darker side.
both in California and later in Jones-
town Members often signed over ev-
ervthing of wvalue to Jones, who by
wome wccounts amassed 5 million dol-
lars. Real-estate holdings climbed to
1.5 million dollars—much of it tax-ex-

People of the Weekae

Sect Leader:
Fake Riiracles and
Secondhand Suits

SAN FRANCISCO

Jim Jones was a man
of many faces.

As a young man in In-
dianapolis, he was
known as quiet, nonag-
gressive, a preacher
whose concern for the
poer and minorities won
him a post as director of
the city’s Human Rights
Comrmission in 1961.

When Jones went to
California in 1963, he
began to show another face. He
turned into a flambovant leader
who built a strange religious cult
into a congregation of thousands
and became a political force, a
friend of high officials.

When Jones died at age 46 in
Guvana, he had been exposed in yet
another and quite different face—
that of a kyrant who abused hun-
dreds of fanatical followers, then led
them to mass suicide.

Jones grew up in the small town
of Lyvnn, Ind., where the Ku Klux
Klan was strong and blacks were not
supposed to be seen after sundown.
His father, who was partly Indian,
worked as a railroad section hand
and was a Klan member., '

But Jones soon turned against rae-
ism. He attended Indiana Universi-
tv, Butler University and 'a Bible
school, was ordained a minister of
the Disciples of Christ, and became
an advocate of civi] rights for blacks.
He went to California because he
felt Indiana was too racist.

Faith healing. With about 100 fol-
lowers, he set up a biracial church
near the Northern California town
of Ukiah. There, his preaching and
his personality chbanged. He claimed
the power of faith healing, perform-
ing fake miracles in which he pre-
tended to draw out of human bodies
cancerous tumors that were really
chicken organs. He pretended to
raise people from the dead.

In appearance, Jones was a short
and slightly pudgy man with
struight black hair. He wore glasses,
often wore secondhand suits.

Bul somehow Jones exuded a cha-

-

h )  adn
PN I Bl
Cultist Jim Jones “became
a fascist,” says his son,

Stephan, shown at left.

risma-—a quality that at-
tracted people, especial-
Iy troubled persons.
Many of :.the people he
attracted were white, some of themn
well-to-do, with responsible jobs.
But most were black, and many
were poor. Jones ran self-help pro-
grams, promised his flock protection
against racial diserimination and the
race war that he predicted was in-
evitable in America.

Success story. As Jones’s follow-
ing grew, he moved to San Francis-
co. There, in 1971, he established a
Peoples Temple. His cult spread un-
til he claimed 20,000 followers. He
was appointed to the San Francisco
Housing Authority in 1976,

Joness political contacts included
Rosalynn Carter, wife of the Presi-
dent. On March 17, 1977, Jones
wrote to Mrs. Carter urging medical
aid to Cuba and expressing “deep
appreciation for the privilege of din-
ing privately with you prior to the
election.” He got a reply in which
Mrs. Carter said, “1 enjoved being
with you during the campaign,” and
“your comments about Cuba are
helpful.”

It was not until mid-1977 that the
darker side of Jones’s nature began
to emerge with published reports of
his abuses. It was then he moved to
Guyana. Near the end, some of his
followers said, Jones appeared to be
a madman, believed he was incur-
abh il and was taking drugs. Even
his son, 19-vear-old Stephan Jounes,
turned against him.

After Jones died in the muss sui-
cide, the son said: "'1 can almost sav 1
hate this mun because he hus de-
stroved everything I have stood for.
I now see him as a fascist because he
became one.”




empt as religious property. Too,
church members said they were forced
to confess to crimes that they hadn’t
comnitted just to give Jones arnmuni-
tion if they ever betrayed the church,
Members were spanked before the
congregation. Elderly women were hu-
miliated by being forced to disrobe.
Teen-age girls were punished by being
made to parade in their underwear.
The punishments, leaders said, hard-
ened members for atomic war or the
racial strife that Jones forecast.
Punishment and isolation were even
more rigorous at the settlement in
Guvana. Rule breakers were put in an

underground box in the sweltering,

heat for davs at a time.

Visits to “Bigfool."” Misbehaving
children were sent to see “'Bigfoot,” a
peculiar punishment in which the
child was thrown into a dark well
where adults pulled the offender be-
low the surface, making sure that he
came up for a breath,

“1f he doesn't scream loud encugh
how sorry he is, then he [Jones] will
send the child back down,” a Jones-
town defector reported.

1t was just such tales that prompted
Ryan to launch his probe. The on-site
inspection of Jonestown followed State
Department investigations that consis-
tentlv came up empty-handed.

Said John Bushnell, deputy assistant
secretary of state for inter-American
affairs:. “More than 75 temple mem-
bers talked to our consular officers
over the last year and not one con-
firmed any allegation of mistreat-
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ment,” Four trips to Jonestown this
year found nothing amiss, he said.

Ryan "knew there was danger
there,” said one of his aides, “"but he
went anyvhow. He felt that his job was
to inspect things personally.” Ryan was
buried near San Francisco on Novem-
ber 17.

Clement Zablocki, chairman of the
House International Relations Com-
mittee, vowed to investigate “all as-
pects” of the tragedy as well as allega-
tions that the U.S. Embassy at
Georgetown responded inadequately
to relatives’ complaints about forced
labor at the camp. The FBI, too, was
investigating Ryan’s death under a stat-
ute making it a federal offense to kill a
member of Congress. Arrested by Guy-
anese authorities and charged with
murder for the airport attack was
Larry Lavton, 32. Six others were be-
ing held.

Continued investigations were cer-
tain, but the future of the bizarre cult
that shocked the world was clouded.
Former church members remained
worried about retaliation, and police in
California provided protection to al-
most 200 parishioners who had broken
with Bishop Jim Jones. The settlement
at Jonestown was abandoned.

“Someone should say that Leo J.
Ryan was right,” wrote Washinglon
FPost reporter Krause, who survived the
airport attack. “He knew something
was terribly wrong at Jonestown. He
sensed—even if he might be ridiculed
for making the trip—that he should
come and try to unmask horror.” O
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Going home: Bodies of jungie-commune members, including leader Jim Jones, are
readied for shipment to military mortuary in Dover, Del., aboard U.5. cargo planes.

Why Gults
Turi o

violence

Rootless followers, strong
leaders—these are key
ingredients that can lead to
hysteria and bloodshed, says
a prominent psychiatrist.

Q Dr. Galanter, how are cult leaders
ablie to mesmerize people into such blind
obedience as apparentiy occurred In
Guyana, where hundreds committed sui-
cide at their feader's behest?

A Cult leaders awaken certain psy-
chological needs in people which then
become a focal point for people’s be-
havior and beliefs. Strong leaders are
sought because people in general are
basically dependent on others and
want to have somebody else solve
their problems of uncertainty.

A cult Jeader can win the confi-
dence of people by his own individual
personality and magnetism. He may
also be heiped by a supporting organi-
zation that joins i persuading indi-
viduals to believe in the leader.

Q A belief that extends even ‘e vio-
lence or suicide on the orders of leaders”

A Any group of people with an ab-
solute belief in a social structure lack-
ing in the stability of normal behavior
are vulnerable to being persuaded to
do all sorts of things. Many of the
cults, because they’re new and have
not become institutionalized, are ex-
amples of this phenomenon.

Some leaders, if they happen to be
psychologically or socially changeable,
may come across with a wvariety of
ideas which may seem peculiar but
have no countervailing structure op-
posing them.

Q And, among these ideas, violence
is one posslibility—

A Violence is a possibility.

Q How exactly is a follower persuad-
ed to defend the faith through violence?

A In Western society, there's not
much previous orientation in this di-
rection except in the most bizarre and
alienated of cults like the Charles
Manson group in California.

There's a gradual drawing in of an
individual into a belief svstem. and it's
a stronger and stronger cominitment
as time goes byv. The individual cornes
to translate the world more and more




Interview With Dr.

Dr. Galanter is an associate pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Albert Ein-
siein College of Medicing in New
York City. He has writlen several
articles on religious cults and will
head a special session of the
American Psychiatric Association
on cults early in 1979.
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in terms of the ideas presented by the
cult, until eventually he may be to a
great extent entirely vulnerable to
seeing the world in terms of what the
cult offers him.

At that time, the cult may get him to
do rather peculiar things. But there'sa
spectrum of behavior involved here,
and it’s verv uncomnmon for people to
be so rotally drawn into a cult that
their traditional attitudes toward vio-
lence would be profoundiy altered.

1 So how do you explain what hap-
pened in Guyana?

A In Guvana, it’s evident that
many members of that cult were di-
vorced from the normal values
around them—divorced both physi-
cally, because of their isolation, and
psychologically. The influences on
their behavior and their plans mayv
have come almost exclusively from
the word of the leadership.

Because of that, in a crisis situation
they were much more vulnerable to
group hyvsterical reaction. And once
that begins to sweep through a group,
behaviors that are entirely unpredict-
able and unexpected may arise. So it
isn't terribly surprising that such a
group fell upon a bizarre and tragic
solution to an overwhelming disrup-
tion in their perspective on what the
world around them was about.

Q. What are the personality traits peo-
ple find magnetic in cult leaders?

A They can be very variable. They
have to fit in with the social context
and with the belief svstein presented.

For exumnple, someone who speaks
allegorically and who mystifies his lis-
teners would be an appropriute leader

for a religious sect. Someone who pre-
sents & highly intellectualized frame-

work for a social systern might be”

more suitable for a political group.

The individuals who gravitate to-
ward either leader are often verv dif-
ferent. It depends a lot on what the
individual’s interests are.

Q Which types o! pecple are easily
susceptible to following cult leaders?

A People who are in social and/or
psyvchological transition often are sus-
ceptible to a leader who presents
strong beliefs. These people often are
uncertain and unhappy about their so-
cial background and where they see
themselves heading, or they ¢can have
personal and psvchological instability.

Q Are most {oliowers rootless?

A In the United States today, cult
leaders have the most appeal among
people who are socially mobile and dis-
affiliated from their family and eco-
nomic background. At present, there
are areas of the country—such as the
urban centers and parts of Northern
California—where there are a lot of
people with less-stable ties to family
and social backgrounds. In those areas,
the cults are probably more active.

Q At a time when social unrest has
quieted down somewhat, why do the
cults continue to have so much appeal?

A | think the number of people
joining these groups now is less than it
was a few years ago. They appear to
have had their biggest impetus to-

- ward the end of the counterculture

generation that was probably created
bv a confluence of drugs and anti-
Vietnam feeling. ’

Both those issues have leveled off.
The cults now are picking up on the
remainder of people who feel their
interests have been overlooked.

(L i5 there a pattern to the way cults
can change a person’'s beliefs?

A Most successful cults and cult
leaders have stumbled into what is a

Charles Manson, a convicted murderer,
was head of a “bizarre, alienated cult.”

Marec Galanter, an Authority on Religious Cults

homemade scienge of how to influ-
ence people. They each develop their
own formats and then go about im-
plementing them in the way that
works best.

They develop—often without real-
izing it—highly sophisticated tech-
niques, probably more sophisticated
than the ones developed for brain-
washing in wartime. That’s because
the cults are in close contact with hu-
man nature and human needs imme-
diately around them.

Many of their methods are strictly
individualized, but there are some
traits in common. Robert Lifton, who
wrote Thowght Reform and the Psy-
chology of Totalism. outlined some of
them. Among them is a definition of
what information is exchanged with
the individual in the cuilt, and be-
tween individuals and persons outside
the cult. This control over the import
and meaning of information acquired
is very iroportant.

Cults also capitalize on the knowl-
edge that a person wants socia! accep-
tance by his peers in the group, and so
he becomes more and more cager to
do what is expected of himn. These ties
of social bonding between peers ap-
pear to be very potent in influencing
the way one perceives the experience
around him.

It should be noted, however, that
our contemporary religions and many
very constructive undertakings have
begun in the context of a cultlike
setting. ' Often, undertakings against
great odds are not considered by per-
sons unless they find themselves in
such a psychological context.

Q Can cult members be talked out of
their belliefs? }

A By and large, a stable cult mem-
ber is not talked out of his beliefs—not
by conversation or by coercion.

It appears that, in’ many situations,
the more you have to fight against
opposition to vour beliefs, the more
you come to espouse themn. There are
ample illustrations of this throughout
history.

Q Is this spell a long-lasting one?

A | began looking into the cults
about a half-dozen vears ago and met
with people in one sect who I thought
would eventually change their point
of view and join the rnainstream again
in a vear or two. They havent done
this. and thev appear to be no less
committed now. S¢ my experience
has been that, given a stable social
organization, people may remain in
religious cults indefinitely. O
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in the wake of the Guyana
nightmare, Americans are
probing more deeply into the
growth of sects—and the
possible consequences.

The bloodbath in Guvana that
snuffed out many hundreds of lives has
rekindled bitter controversy over the
role of cults in America.

Leading clergymen describe the vast
majority of new religious sects in this
country as peaceful and law-abiding,
But many of these same theologians
are alarmed about possible comnse-
quences of the violence on November
18 that consumed the Peoples Tem-
ple—a sect, centered in San Francisco,
that set up a farming community in
Guyana in 1974

The concern among religious leaders
and law-enforcement officials is that
such violence might spread.

The questions they are asking: How
could such a bizarre magedy have hap-
pened in the first place? What has im-
pelled thousands of Americans t¢ join
newer sects, rejecting older, larger reli-
gious bodies? Are anyv other religious
sects similarly prepared to kill and die
for their causes?

A search for roots. Martin Marty,
professor of religious history at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, attributes the
growth of cults to the frustrations of
rootless people. He is convinced that
the seemingly endless choices afforded
in modern life frustrate or overwhelm
many individuals. He says: “They
short-circuit and try to hook their lives
to any guiding spirit.”

Psvchiatrist Mare Galanter, a special-
151 in research on cults, savs in the in-
terview starting on page 28 that many
people join such groups in a search for
strong. charismatic leaders. He notes
that “cults now are picking up on the
remainder of people who feel their in-
terests have been overlooked.™

Sociologists who have studied cults
find that mmany converis are voung peo-
ple, often without strong family ties.
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“Latest offering.” |

who are unsuccessful in dealing with
life’s problems and are seeking instant
solutions supplied by others.

An immediate result of the Guyana
tragedy was a revival of the controver-
sv over a variety of practices attribut-
ed—rightly or wrongly'—to some of the
newer religious groups.

Even though the Peoples Temple
had no apparent close ties to other or-
ganizations, the deaths inflamed suspi-
cions nurtured during vears of struggle
between leaders of new religious
movements and family members try-
ing to get relatives out of the groups.
Some of the organizations caught up in
this tug of war have memberships esti-
mated at 5,000 to 20,000.

Offshoots and smaller sects bring to
about 1,300 the number of newer reli-
gious groups that have attracted mostly
vouthfu] followings in the aftermath of
the 19G0s counterculture, according to
an authoritative estimate.

Groups of parents who have abduct-
ed thousands of voung people from
such sects are calling the Guvana

nightmare an extreme result cf the
brainwashing they say is practiced by
several—but not all—cults.

Dr. William ]. Winter, a Florida
neuropathologist whose daughter was
once involved with a large sect, says
conversions are most successful when
young people are highly disturbed
over crises, such as loss of a lover or
failure in college.

Welcoming committees. At seclud-
ed weekend recruiting sessions, he
says, the most vulnerable candidates
are separated from doubters. They are
hugged and showered with expressions
of love by members, who often have
not even mentioned the name of their
sect.

Dr. Winter savs that by the time
preaching begins, the minds of the pro-
spective members “have been so fo-
cused on the intense feelings of
warmth and pleasure provided by cult
members that they experience strong
pangs of guilt and betraval unless they
believe and obey.”

Expressing outruge at the deaths in
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Guyana, some parents are de-
manding that government
out:aw “kidnapping by mental
coercion,” revoke tax exemp-
tions of groups whose leaders
appear to be profiting from
the sects, and restrict the or-
ganizations” soliciting.

Molly Koch, founder of a
Baltiinore anticult group
called the Personal Freedom
Foundation, says: “Now may-
be people in government will
wake up to the horrors that
are going on in those cults.”

While cautioning against
any violation of religious free-
doms, Representative G. Wil-
liarn Whitehurst (R-Va.) called
for a congressional investiga-
tion of controversial religious
groups. Previous requests for
federal probes have been re-
jected by the Justice Depart-
ment on the ground that such
action would violate constitu-
tional provisions for separa-
Hon of church and state. But,
savs Whitehurst, “in view of
Congressman Rvan’s death, I
expect Congress will give us
nearly unanimous support.”

Leaders of fledgling reli-
gious movements, with back-
ing from sympathetic authori-

BRAZIL

report of repeatedly
breaking federal laws in
attempts to found a
worldwide government
centered on the church.
After an 18-month in-
vestigation, the subcom-
mittee concluded thai
the church has used its
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ties, denv the charges of

100 200

brainwashing and warn of a

witen hunt that could trample individ-
ual rights. Bracing for a fresh wave of
abductions and deprogramings—the
use of trained inquisitors to reverse
members’ allegiance to their groups—
sect leaders promise to continue resist-
ing through public protests and legal
complaints.

Disavowais of violence. Leaders of
controversial religious groups point out
that violence of the kind that occurred
in Guyana is almost unknown among
most sects. Nearly all instances of al-
leged violence linked by police to cults
in the U.S. involve tiny local organiza-
tions, such as a polvgamist group of
excommunicated Mormons called the
Church of the Lamb of God. Authori-
ties in Utah and other Western states
have been trying to find the head of
that sect for questioning about the
murders or disappcaranccs of several
religious dissenters.

Another excommunicated Mormon,
Immanucl David, who claitned he was
God, wus head of a small Utah cult that
was apparently broken up by the sui-
cide of David and the deaths of seven
mermbers of his family who jumped or
were pushed from a hotel balcony in
Aucust.

In 1977, a small sect known as the
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Hanafi Muslims seized several build-
ings in Washington, D.C,, in an inci-
dent that resulted in one death and
three injuries.

Other religious bodies, although not
involved in violence, are nevertheless
caught up in the controversy, which
started years ago.

In a series of tnals and grand-jury
investigations, some believers and
their parents have been charged with
such offenses as kidnapping and as-
sault. Others have been accused of the
theft of federal documents.

One group that has been involved in
many legal battles—the result, it says,
of government persecution—is the
Church of Scientology. Next month, 11
officials of that organization are sched-
uled to be tried on charges of conspir-
acy to burglarize government offices,
steal documents and plant spies and
bugging devices in federal agencies.

The indictments grew out of a long
battle over the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice's largelv unsuccessful attempts to
eliminate Scientology's tax exemptions
on the ground that it fails to qualify as a
nonprofit church.

On November 1, Korean preacher
Sun Myung Moon’s Unification Church
was accused in a House subcommittce

thousands of members
and millions of dollars in various Moon-
related businesses and political activi-
ties in this country and elsewhere,

These activities, the subcommittee
said, violate immigration statutes, fi-
nzncial laws and tax codes desigued to
restrict the business and political ac-
tivities of churches that receive federal
tax exemptions.

Officials of the Unification Church
claim they are being hounded by fed-
eral officials.

Wards of caution. Traditional reli-
gious Jeaders, whose own organizations
are coming under closer scrutiny from
the Internal Revenue Service, have
warned against allowing government
to intrude too far into religious affairs.
Many churches are upset over new
rules requiring some of their tax-ex-
empt auxiliaries to file financial state-
ments with the [RS. In addition, a sub-
stantial number of Catholics and
Protestants have protested what they
regard as government interference in
the running of church-related schools.
Even anticultist Mollv Koch concedes
that “we can get into all kinds of trou-
ble if the government starts defining
what is a valid church.”

Instead, many express hopes that the
shock of the Guvana bloodbath will
lead to a more temperate attitude
among cults and their antagonists.

Savs Eugenia Mandelkorn, a Virginia
Beach, Va., anticult organizer: “Which-
ever wuy it goes, we're going to look
back vears from now and sav this trage-
dy wus the turning point.”

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, Dec. 4, 1978
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Nightimare in Jonestown

looked like a parking lot
filled with cars. When the
i plane dipped lower, the cars turmed out
! to be bodies. Scores and scores of bodies
-—nundreds of bodies—wearing red dress-
es. blue T shirts, green blouses, pink
slzcks. children’s polka-dotted jumpers.
Ccuples with their arms around each oth-
er. children holding parents. Nothing
moved. Washing hung on the clotheslines.
Tz fields were freshly plowed. Banana
trees and grape vines were flourishing. But
noihing moved.”

So reported TIME Correspondent
Donald Nefl. one of the first newsmen 1o

é w3 he large central building was
ﬁ EI ringed by bright colors. It

_ :‘T 37

" By in last week to the hitherto obscure
" hamlet of Jonestown in the jungles of
Guyana, on the northern coast of South
Amenza, The scene below him was one
ofalmost unimaginable carnage. In an ap-
palling demonstration of the way in which
a charismatic leader can bend the minds
of his foliowers with a devilish blend of
protessed zltruism and psychological tyr-
anny. some 900 members of the Califor-
nia-based Pecples Temple died in a self-
imposed nitual of mass suicide and
murder.

Noi since hundreds of Japanese ci-
vilizns leaped 1o their deaths off the cliffs
of Saipzn as American forces approached
the Pacific 1sland in World War I1 had
there been a comparable act of collective
self-destrucuon. The followers of the Rev.
Jim Jones. 47, a once respected Indiana-

Ky
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A religious colony in Guyana turns into a cult of death

born humanilarian who degenerated into
egomania and paranoia, had first am-
bushed a party of visiting Americans, kill-
ing California Congressman Leo Ryan,
53, three newsmen and one defector from
their heavily guarded colony &t Jones-
town. Then, exhorled by their leader, in-
timidated by armed guards and lulled
with sedatives and painkillers, parents
and nurses used syringes (o squirt a con-
coction of potassium cyanide and potas-
siumn chloride onto the tongues of babies.
The adults and older children picked up
paper cups and sipped the same deadly
poison sweetened by purple Kool-Aid.
All week long, a horrified world mar-

" Jones being interviewed on the day of the

veled at new details of the slaughter and

Ryan {top} just after knife attack; the disabled
plane with the bodies of Ryan and his party;

massacre; the suicide scene in Jonestown
({facing page}

new mysteries about Jones  cult. While
the bodies swelled and rotied in the trop-
ical sun, two US. military cargo planes
flew in to bring back the remains 10 griev-
ing relatives. At the same time. helicop-
ters whirred over the jungles 1o search for
survivors who were thought to be hiding
from the cult. There were reports that the
colony had been terrorized by Jones, who
was rumored te be dying of cancer. Po-
lice found huge caches of illegal arms,
ranging from automatic rifles to cross-
bows, but hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars had disappeared from the colony’s

Protograph for TIME by Dawid Hurne Kenanetly
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safe. And only at week’s end did officials
declare thal there were virtually no sur-
. vivers in the forest, and that the death
- toll was not 409, as first announced, but
~ about 900.

Psychiatrists and other experts on
- group psychology and mind-control tech-
niques offered rational explanations of
" how hurnans can be conditioned to com-
mit such irrational acts Gee box). Yel the
stories 10ld by those who survived were
both fearsomely fascinating and ultimate-
ly inexplicable. How could such idealistic.
if naive. people set out to build an idyllic
haven from modern society's many pres-
sures and wurn it into a hellish colony of
~ death? This is how the Jonestown dream
_ turned into a mightmare:

n the spring of 1977. Ryan. a liberal

but maverick Democrat. spoke with a
.4 longtime friend. Associated Press Pho-

tographer Robert Houston. Houston.,
who was ill. told Ryan that Houston's son
Bob. 33, had been found dead in the San
Francisco rairoad yards. where he
worked. just one dav after he had quit
the Peoples Temple. Though authorities
said his son died as the result of an ac-
cidental fall. Houston claimed the cult
had leng threatened defectors with death.

A loner whe liked doing his own in- |

vesligating of constituents’
Ryan began inquiring aboul Jim Jones
and his followers. who had just staried
clearing some 900 acres in the rain for-
ests of Guyvana. Other unhappy relatives
of temple members. as well as a few peo-
pie who had fearfully left the cull, 1old

concerns. |

the Congressman that beatings and black-
mail, rather than brotherly love, irnpelled
the cultists 10 work on the new colony. Ar-
ticles in New West magazine and the San
Francisco Examiner in August 1977 fur-
ther documented the temple's increasing
use of violence 10 enforce conformity to
its rigid rules of conduct. Members were
routinely scolded by Jones before the as-
sembled community and then whipped or
beaten with paddles for such infractions
as smoking or failing 10 pay atiention dur-
ing a Jones “'sermon.” A woman accused
of having a romance with a male cult
member was forced 10 have intercourse

KOS NMOr SNYH T

with a man she disliked, while the entire
colony watched. One means of indoctri-
nating children: electrodes were attached
to their arms and legs, and they were tald
to smile at the mention of their leader’s
name. Everyone was ordered to call Jones
“Father.”

Ryan repeatedly asked the State De-
partment to check into reporis about the
mistreatment of Americans in Jonestcwn, |
The U.S. embassy in Georgetown sent |
staff members to the coiony, some 140
miles northwest of the capital. They re-
ported they had separately interviewed at
least 75 of the cultists. Not one, the em-
bassy reported, said he wanted to leave.

That did not satisfy Ryan, who de-
cided to find out what was happening in
Jonestown by going there. Ryan wrote
Jones that some of his constituents had
“expressed anxiety” about their relatives
in the colony. Back came a testy letter,
not {from Jones but from controversial At-
torney Mark Lane, who has built a ca-
reer on his theories of conspiracies be-
hind the assassinations of John Kennedy
and Martin Luther King Jr. lLane
charged that members of the Peoples
Temple had to flee the U.S. because of “re-
ligious persecution™ by the Government
and implied 1that Rvan was engaged in a
*witch hunt.” If this continued, he said.
the temple might move to either of two
countries thai do not have “friendly re-
lations™ with the U.S. {presumably Rus-
sia and Cuba}. and this would prove "most
embarrassing” for the US. Lane asked
that the trip be postponed until he was
free 10 accompany Ryan. Ryan refused.

\§
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" plauded loud!y. Jones stood

. He found some of the peo-

Clown. Al

The Rev. Jim Jones was found shot

Lane then found the time o go along.

Ryan took along eight newsmen as
well as several relatives of temple mem-
bers. who hoped 10 persuade their kin 10
leave the colony. The visitors arrived in
a chartered aircraft. an 18-seat De
Havilland Otter, at an airstrip in Pon
Kaituma. six miles from Jonestown. They
rode 1o the ¢olony along a muddy and
barely passable road through the jungle
in a tractor-drawn flat-bed trailer. At
Jonestown all were greeted warmty by a
smiling Jones.

he members of the Peoples Tem-
ple put on a marvelous perfor-
mance for their visitors. Reporters
were led past the central, open-
air pavilion. used as both a school and an
assembly hall. The visitors
saw the newly completed
sawmill. the 10.000-volume
Lbrary. the neat nursery,
where mosquito neiting
proiecied babies sleeping
peacefully on pallets. The
colony hospital had deliv-
ered 33 babies without a sin-
gle death. the tour guides
said.

The highlight of the vis-
it was an evening of enter-
tainment in the pavilion. As
a lively band beat cut a va-
riety of tunes. from rock to
disco to jazz. the colonists
burst into song. including a
rousing chorus of America
the Beaurifil. Even the
skeptical Ryan was im-
pressed. He rose to tell his
assembled hosts: “From
what I've seen. there are a
lot of people here who think
this is the best thing that has
happened in their whole
lives,” The audience ap-

oAl Y

up &nd led the clapping.
Privatelv. Ryan ex-
pressed a few reservations.

pi¢ he intertiewed unnatu-
rallv animated. Yet no one
kad expressed any dissatis-
faction with life at Jones-
the head 1able,

TIML DECEMBER 4.1978

The bodies In the community hall
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Jones told newsmen, “People here are
happy for the first ime in their lives.”

Nexl day, however, NBC Correspon-
dent Don Harris asked Jones about re-
ports that his ¢colony was heavily armed.
Jones, who had been swallowing lots of
pills. blew up. “A bold-faced lie!” he cried.
“T1 seems like we are defeated by Lies. I'm
defeated. I might as well die!”

The colony’s facade was crumbling.
One Jonesiown resident had nervously
pushed a note into Harris' hand. “Four
of us wanl to leave,” it said. Ryan was gel-
ting other furtive pleas from cultists ask-
ing to go back to the U.S. with him. Jones
was asked about the defectors. “Anyone
is free to come and go,” he said magnan-
imously. “I want to hug them before they
leave.” But then Jones turned bitter.
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“They will try 1o destrov us.” he predict-
ed. “They always lie when they leave”

As divided families argued over
whether 10 stay or go. Jones saw part of
his congregation slipping away. Al Simon,
father of three, wanted 1o take his chil-
dren back 10 America. “No! No! No!"
screamed his wife. Someone whispered 1o
her: “Don’t worry, we're going to take care
of everything.” Indeed, as reporters
learned later from survivors. Jones had a
plan to plant one or more fake defectors
among the departing group, 1o . Js - *o o
tack them. He told some of his people
that the Congressman's plane “will fall
out of the sky.”

The first violence occurred as Ryan
conferred with Jones about tailug those
who wished 1o leave with him. Lane and
Jones' longtime atlorney,
Charles Garry, sat in on the
negotiations in a room in-
side the pavilion. Suddenly
a cultist later identified as
Don Sly ran up to Ryan
from behind, grabbed him
around his throat with one
arm and brandished a knife
with the other. “I'm going 1o
kil! you' Sly shouted. Lane
and Garry wrestled the
knife away from Sly, acci-
denially cutting the assail-
ant. The blood spattered
Ryan’s clothes. Jones
walched impassively. He
made no move 10 interfere.

Qutwardly, Ryan ap-
peared calm and seemed to
shrug off the auack. The
visiling newsmen and rela-
tives were alarmed. The col-
onists who wanted to flee
were fnghiened. But the
plans for deparure pro-
ceeded. The pariy again
headed down the rutty road
1o Port Kaituma. where the
two aircraft awaited them.
Lane and Garry stayed be-
hind at Jonestown. knowing
that the aircraft would be
overcrowded. They expect-
ed 10 be picked up the next
day.

At the crude landing
strip. the party split up as

ATHANNIN
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Cultist Layton under arrest

- sailants withdrew. the Otler was found

" 10 be too damaged 10 fly. Its crew

" rushed over 10 the Cessna and man-
five survivors.

~ Ryan. Harris and Brown lay dead on

AR
313

" its Jeaders tried to decide how to get ev-
. ervone in the Otter and a smaller five-pas-

senger Cessna brought in to help take the
defectors out. A shim youth boarded the
Cessna. “Watch him.” one of the defec-
tors warned Rvan. The Congressman. the
newsmen and most of the Heeing cultisis
prepared 1o get into the larger craft. Then
a wractor pulling a long trailer approached
the field. The three men standing in the
rrailer did not appear 10 be armed. but
the departing cultists were terrified.

The tractor crossed the airstrip. The
men 1n it suddenly picked up guns and
began firing at the people near the Ot-
1e1. Before he could seek cover. Ron Jav-
ers of the San Francisco Chronicle was

. hit in the left shoulder. He crawled be-

hind a plane wheel. NBC Cameraman
Bob Brown stayed on his feel. filming
the approaching riflemen. "He was in-
credibly 1enacious.” Javers reported.
“Then I saw him go down. And I saw
one of the anackers stick a shotgun right
into his face—inches away. if that. Bob's
brain was blown out of his head. It splat-

" tered on the NBC minicam. I'll never
, forget that sight as fong as I live. I
. ran. and then 1 dived head first into
* the bush and scrambled as far inlo

the swampas [ could.”

Inside the Cessna. the young man,
later identified as Larry Layion. 32.
proved that he should have been
walched. He opened fire with a pisiol.
wounding a woman. Vernie Gosney,
who was seated beside the pilot. Lay-
ton ran from the plane. Afier the as-

aged to take off for Georgelown with
When the shooting was over, i

the runway. Killed. 100. were Greg
Robinson. 27. a pholographer for the

Exariiner, and Patricia Park. one of X

the cultists w ho had hoped to find free-
dom 1n the US A\ ieast ten others
viere wounded.

The survivors spent a night of ter-
ror in a small bar near the Port Kai-
tuma airstrip They feared that the
Jopestown gunmen would reurn o
fimsh therr deadly 1ask. Drinking

night. the defectors from Jones’ colony
told how far their community had fallen
from their utopian ideal. They lived in

-fear. one reported, because “Jim Jones

said the Guyanese government gave him
authority to shoot anybody who Lried to
leave.”

he fugitives recalled the “whire
night™ exercises in which loud-
speakers would surnmon all Jones-
town residents from their sleep.
They would convene in the central pa-
vilion. and Jones would harangue them
about “the beauty of dying.” All would
line up and be given a drink described as
poison. They would take it. expecting to
die. Then Jones would tell them the lig-
uid was not poisonous; they had passed
his "“loyalty 1est.” But if ever the colony
were threatened from without. he told
them. “‘revolutionary suicide”™ would be
real and it would dramatize their dedi-
cation to their unique calling.
The survivors of the landing strip
massacre had no way of knowing that the
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Jones' lawyers Garry and Lane in Georgetown last week
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Grievedrelative at temple’s gate

ultimate white night—a ghastly and ir-
revocable test of loyalty—had already
taken place back in the Jonestown com-
mune. Equally unaware of the murders
at the airfield. Lawyers Lane and Garry
witnessed the ominous signs of the im-
pending disaster. Recalled Garry: "“When
14 of his people decided to go out with
Ryan. Jim Jones went mad. He thought
it was a repudiation of his work. I tried
to tell him 1hat 14 out of 1.200 was damn
good. But Jones was desolate.™

Afier the Ryan party e %°r the air-
strip. the two lawyers o0k a wali. com-
paring impressions of the visil. When they
returned 1o the center of the village. they
found all its residents assembled in the
meeting hall. “You and Mark better not
attend because tension is Tunning prey
high against you,” Jones 1o0ld Garry. He
and Lane retreated 10 a guest house sev-
eral hundred feet from the pavilion.

The attorneys became f{rightened
when they saw eight men run toward a
nearby building and take out rifles and
boxes of ammunition. Said Garry: “Then

«esnenv (WO young men whom I knew very well

came to us with rifles at the semi-
ready. They were smiling. very happy.
‘We're going 1o die for the battle
against fascism and racism.’ they said.
‘We're poing to die in revolutionary
suicide—wilth dignity and honor’
They were boith black. maybe 19 or
20. T got the impression thal perhaps
they were sent down (o get rid of us.”
But the quick-witted Lane had a
suggestion. Said he: “Charles and I will
write the history of what you guvs be-
lieved in." The gunmen paused. Then
" one said. “Fine.” The ready-lo-die
cultists hugged both lawyers. Lane had
another apt thought. “Is there any way
"= out”” he asked. The armed men poini-

attorneys plunged inte the jungle. As
they fled. they heard Jones shouting:
“Mother. mother, mother”

=4 accurale report of what had happened
~4 for nearly two days. But one survivor,
Stanlev Clavton, 25. reported that
there may have been more coercion

coffee laced with tum through the long

“Charles and I'will write the history.”

final 1est came. Clayton was cooking

"/ ed inlo the bush and said the road 10 !
Pori Kaituma lavin that direction. The

They
heard shots and screams. then nothing. -
The outer world would not get an .

and fear than loval devotion when the
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b.ack-ered peas in the colony's kilche
“when the call 10 assemble was sounded.
He recalled: " A se-urity guard came into
the kitchen, pointed a pisiol at everybody
and1old us all to o to the pavilion.” Jones
hzd already ordered that preparations for
mass suicide be started. Bul one woman,
. Christine Miller. was protesting. Contin-
' ued Clayion: "She was telling Jones she

kad a2 right to do what she wanted with
- her own life. Guards with guns and bows
and arrows pressed in on her, and Jones
tried to make her understand that she had
todoit.”

Then a truck drove up to the pavil-
ion. Said Clayion: “The people in the
truzk rushed up to Jones. He announced
that Congressman Ryan was dead and we
kad to do what we had to do. He told the
nurses 1o hurry with the potion. He told
them to take care of the babies. He said
any survivors would be castrated and tor-
tured by the Guyanese army.

*The nurses staned taking the babies
from the mothers. Jones kept saying,
"Hurry, hurry! But the people were not re-
sponding. The guards then moved in and
stanied pulling people, trying to get them
| to take the potion.” Clayion had seen
encugh. "It was dark by now. I went
arcund 10 each of the guards, embraced
them and told them. ‘'l see you later,” I
skipped out into the bushes. Al the time
1 kept saying to myself, 'I can’t believe
this. Jim Jones ismad.” ” )

Another survivor, Odell Rhodes.
agreed thal the armed guards helped per-
suzde the cultists to kill themselves. But
mazny. Rhodes reported, had taken their
HIves willingly, When Christine Miller
challenged Jones™ claim that “we’ve all
801 Lo kull ourselves,” Rhodes said, “the
crowd shouted her down.” Many moth-
ers. he added, voluntarily gave the cya-
nide to their children, then swallowed the
peison themselves, Seated on the high
wicker chair that served as his throne,
Jones kept urging the crowd on, holding
ou! the vision that all would “meet in an-
other place.” The scene quickly turned
chaotic. Said Rhodes: “Babies were
screaming. children were screaming. and
there was mass confusion.™

everitheless. the lethal drinking
continued. Cultists filled theircups
from a metal vat on a table at the
center of the pavilion, then wan-
dzred off 1o die, often in family groups,
thelr arms wrapped around one another,
The tranquilizers in the liquid concocled
by the temple’s doctor, Larry Schacht, 30.
may have dulled their senses; it took about
fve minutes for them to die.

No known survivor had witnessed the
entire ritual of death, so just how Jones
¢red remained uncenain. He was found
a1 the fool of his pavilion chair with a bul-
fzt wound in his head, an apparent sui-
cide. A pistol lay near by. An autopsy
disclosed that Jones had not consumed
the poison and had not been dying of can-
cer, 25 he had often told his followers.

TiME Correspondent Neff arrived on
the scene in the same Cessna that had
fown away from the gunfire at Port Kai-
tuma. He reponed:

“The first of the bodies was a man by
himself, face down, his features bloated,
his torso pufied into balloon shape. Then
more bodies, lying in a yard. Grotesque
in their swollenness but looking relaxed
as though comforted in their family to-
getherness, Nearly all of them were on
their faces, eerie figures of slumber.

“I turned a corner, and the whole
mass of bodies came into view. The smell
was overpowering. the sight unworldly.
There were no marks of violence, no
blood. Only a few bodies showed the grue-
some signs of cyanide rictus. Quiside there
were three dead dogs, poisoned. Down the
road in a large cage was ‘Mr, Muggs,” the
commune’s pet gorilla. He had been shot.
In a tree-shaded area was Jones® home. a

Close 1o 900 passports
By Friday, the discreparnicy disappeared.

three-room bungalow. Bodies were scat-
tered through all three rooms, some on
beds, others on the floor. The quiet was
broken only by the meowing of a cat be-
vond the porch.™

Skip Robens, the Guyanese assistant
commissioner of crime, told Neff that the
first troopers arriving in Jonestown had
found Jones’ house ransacked and a large
safe standing both open and empty. Two
of the victims in the house had been shot:
one of Jones' bodyguards and Jones' mis-
tress. Annie Moore. Most of the eight men
suspected of having taken part in the air-
port ambush also lay dead of poisoning
in the house.

The first searchers reported finding
$500.000 in cash. many U.S. Treasury
checks, an unspecified quantity of gold
—and about §70 U.S. passports. The fact
that Jones was rumored 10 keep some §3
million in cash at his commune raised a
mystery as o whether large amounis of
money were missing. The passports far
J exceeded the number of bodies first re-

NOLSNHOT NHynd

r d to have been found in Jonestown,
p. .oting beliel that hundreds more of
the cultists had fled into the jungle.

Not until week's end did Guyanese
authorities report that they had miscount-
ed the bodies. Instead of 409, as first relat-
ed, the count was about 900. U.S. embassy
officials confirmed the discrepancy, at-
tributing it at first to the finding of many
children’s bodies underneath the piles of
others. The State Department later ex-
plained more plausibly that sdditional
bodies had been found in outlying build-
ings—but falled to explain why those
buildings had not been searched earlier.

g s the U.S. sent large Air Force cargo
%A planes to return the mounting
¥% A numbers of American bodies to
“& the East Coast {at a cost of some
$3 million), the FBI moved inlo the case on
the basis of a 1971 law making the assas-
sination of a Congressman a federal
crime. The FBI was also probing persistent
reports by surviving members of the cult
that Jones had decreed that if his commu-
nity was destroyed, a “hit team” of other
members would be -dispatched to hunt
down and kill any defectors who had
turned against the cult, as well asany pub-
lic officials considered guilty of harassing
his group.
In San Francisco. outside Jones' re-
maining temple, a crowd gathered despite
a chilly rain. Some were anguished—and

angry—relatives of those who died in |

Jonestown, Inside the temple. Guy
Young, 43, said be hnd “one son and a son-
in-law that I know are alive.,” Then he
sobbed, and another member explained:
“His wife, four daughters, son and two
grandchiidren have been reported dead.”
Young recovered and added: “I don’t re-
gret one moment they were there. That
was 1the most happy and most rewarding
days of their lives.”

Inevitably, bitterness erupted over
whether the tragedy at Jonestown could
have been prevented. Members of Con-
gressman Ryan’s saddened staff claimed
that the U.S. embassy in Georgetown
should have known of the cult’s potential
for violence and warned him. Sorrowing
relatives of the victimms charged that both
the State Depariment and FBI should have
long ago heeded their warnings about
Jonestown. Yet both agencies had a valid
point in claiming that there are important
legal restrictions against the Govern-

ment's prying into the private affairs of |

Americans living abroad, as well as con-
stitutional protection of groups claiming
to be religious.

The bickering. the probes, and the
fear of hit men sialking their prey will
not soon end. Yet the blame for the trag-
edy at Jonestown rust rest primarily on
Jim Jones. Even his 19-year-old son Ste-
phan admitted, “I can almost say I hate
this man.” His father, Siephan said,
“claimed he was afraid of nothing. which
1 know was bull. My father was a very
frightened man.” ]
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he Jonesiown story. like some Joseph Conrad drama of fa-

naticism and moral emptiness. has gone directly into pop-
utar myth. It will be remembered as an emblematic. identifying
rmoment of the decade: a demented American psychopomp in a
tropical cull house, doling out cyanide with Kool-Aid. Jones-
town is the Altamont of the '70s cull movement. Just as Al-
tamont began the destruction of the sweet, vacuous aspirations
of Woodstock, Jonestown has decisively contaminated the var-
ious vagabond zealotries that have grown up. flourished and
sometimes turned sinister,

All new religious enterprises. of course, are liable to be
damned and dismissed as “cults.” The term is pejorative: cult
suggests a band of fierce believers who have surrendered them-
selves to obscure doctrine and a dangerous prophet. Yet some re-
ligions that are institutions now, more permanent and stable
than most governments, began as cults.

Although Jonestown has prompted a widespread revulsion
against cults. both fairness and

The Lure of Doomsaay

are in the world; for our king alone is the rightful ruler.” They,
to0, had o be forcibly suppressed. Cultists, of course, are some-
times the victims of persecution. The hererical Albigensians, or
Cathari, were broken by church crusade and massacre in the
13th century.

The U.S. also has had its bloody moments. Mormons were
slaughtered in Illinois and persecuted elsewhere. Bul 1t was some
60 Mormons disguised as Indians who, in September 1857, com-
mitted the Mountain Meadows Massacre. With the help of 300
Indians, the Mormons killed more than 120 men. women and
children in the Fancher party that was passing through Utah
on the way to California. It was, says Historian William Wise,
“the logical and culminalting act of a society whose leaders be-
lieved themselves superior to the rest of mankind and who main-
tained that their own ecclesiastical laws ook precedence over
the laws of their country.”

The tendency to join cults seems to come roughly in 50-
year cycles in the U.S. A wave

CULVER

the First Amendment suggest
that one standard of judgment F=-'y:
can stil} be applied: “By their [
fruits ye shall know them.” Vi- i
sionaries. even when they op-
- erate from a cull, can bring di-
mensions of aspiration and
: change to religion, which oth-
" erwise might be merely a moral
policeman. But the historical
| record of cults is ominous and
. ofien lurid. Jonestown. for all
its gruesome power to shock.
has its religious (or quasi-
religious) precedents.
Jonestown has even been
rivaled as a mass suicide. The
Jewish Zealots defending the

broke in the mid-19th century,
then again afier World War I,
and now 1n the '70s. For sev-
eral thousand years, the rule
has been that cults flounish in
times of great social change.
The success of cults today is
based partly upon an edifice of
unhappy sociological clichés:
the breakdown of the family
and other forms of authority,
the rootlessness and moral
flabbiness of life.

At their worst, the culls
acquire a psychosis of millen-
nialism. This chiliasm, playing
al the drama of the last days,
Aourishes when life is no long-

fortress of Masada against be- Everywhere are glimpses of enemies: Gog and Magog.

sieging Roman legions in A.D.

73 chose self-slaughter rather than submission: 960 men, wom-
en and children died. The event occupies a place of some rev-
: erence in Jewish memory and is not really comparable to Jones-
" town. the Zealots faced the prospect of slaughter or slavery,
: and their choice therefore possessed a ceriain passionate ra-
tionality. In the [17th century. Russian Qrthodox dissenters
called the Qld Believers refused to accept liturgical reforms.
Oner a period of years some 20,000 peasants in protest aban-
doned their fields and burned themselves. In East Africa before
World War I. when Tanganyika was a German colony, witch
dociors of the Maji-Maji movement convinced tribesmen that
German bullets would turn to water: they launched an upris-
ing. and the credulous were slaughtered.

Religion and insanity occupy adjacent territcries in the
mind: historically. cults have kept up a traffic between the two.
The medieval Brethren of the Free Spirit. the heretical Beghards
and Beguines who practiced in Cologne and other Northern Eu-
ropean cities, became nihilistic megalomanijacs. They began in
rags but then. in the conviction of their spiritual superiority,
- which they eventually believed to surpass God's. adopled the

idea that the general run of mankind exisied merely to be ex-
plcited, through robbery, violence and treachery. In 1420 a cult
of Bohermians called the Adamites came to regard themselves,
Iike the Manson gang. as avenging angels. They set about mak-
. ing holy war 1o cut.down the unclean: blood. they said. must
food the world 10 the height of a horse’s head. They were final-
Iy exterminated afier committing uncounted murders. In 1535
an army of Anabaplists under Jan Bockelson proclaimed its in-
tention 1o kill all monks and priests and all rulers that there

er seen as ascendant. But no
mattsr how democratically
advertised, visions of the New Jerusalem, Utoria or an Eden-
ic Jonesiown are bathed in a totalitarian light. And they are
shadowed by glimpses of enemies: Antichrist. Gog and Magog.
paranoia is often a cult’s prncipal instrument of disci-
pline. Even in 1978. one catches whiffs of an old dementia
and witchfire.

Traditional religions allow people 1o live inside history, but
still give sacramental expression 1o their spiritual longings.
Cults too often strain 10 escape from history, through the
reconstruction of Eden or a vision of the Second Coming.
Experiments in earthly paradise have a way of ending in
horrible irony. Zealots become infected with a fierce nostalgia
for a mythical lost wholeness, an ecstasy of spiritual servitude.
In Jones' cultish socialism, the spiritual and political were
joined. In their terrific surrender. cultists reduce a muliform,
contradictery world to cant formulas. and thus they become
as dangerous as anyone whose head resounds with cerntainties.
Cults are apt to become minmatures of the greal towalitarian
systems built on Nazi or Hegelian and Marxist foundations.
There are eerie similarities of style: intolerance. paranoa.
submission.

Such movements, wrote Historian Norman Cohn. strive 10
endow “'social conflicts and aspirations with a transcendental
significance—in fact with all the mystery and majesty of the
final. eschaiological drama.”™ To be human is to live inside
history, to accept a reality that does not respond to dogma
or a megalomaniac's discipline. One escape is thai found by
the peoplein Jonestown. — Lance Morrow
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Messiah from the Midwest

he most vivid memories that child-

hood companions have of James War-
ren Jones—or “Jonesie,” as they called
him—are of his funeral sermons for dead
animals in the Indiana town of Lynn,
where he was born 47 years ago. Once,
when he was 13, Jones invited a group of
boys to his family’s barn, recalls Harlan
Swift, now a Chicago insurance executive.
Amid burning candles, the aspiring
preacher carefully opened a matchbox.
revealing a dead mouse. “He had a ser-
vice all organized,” recalls Swift, “a very.
very intense dramatic service for that
dead mouse.” A former classmate, Too-
tie Morton, was leery of these pet funer-
als: "Some of the neighbors would have
cats missing. and we always thought
he was using them for sacrifices.”

The major industry in Lynn (pop.
1.360) is caskeimaking; there are now
four such factortes. It was prime ter-
ritory for the Ku Klux Klan, and
George Southworth, now of Miami, re-
calls thal Jones father took partin the
weekly meetings, with sheets and
Lhioods, on a field near town. But other .
chiidhood acquaintances do not re-
member any link between the Klan
and the elder Jones. a railroad man
who worked only rarely afier being
gassed in World War L. Jones claimed
 kis mother was an American Indian, °
but his cousin Barbara Shaffer says,

|
|
1
i
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I
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lived in a one-story, tin-roofed frame .-
house that has since been replaced by
a supermarket

Before he entered his teens. Jones

“He made that up 0 impress some- =y
body.” He was an oaly child; the three . =%

The sad story of a boy and his Bible

he moved with his mother to Richmond,
16 miles away. The Richmond High
Schocl 1949 yearbook shows a handsome
young man with slick black hair, slaring
ahead with a slight smule. That year, at
18, he married Marceline Baldwin, a
nurse whom he had met at the hospitzal
where they both worked.

Jones briefly atiended Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington, but left for In-
dianapolis W preach and later form his
own church. He went (0 night school at
Butler University there, and ten years lat-
er he finally won a degree in education.
At matriculation, he listed his religion as
i Unitaman, and for a time linked himself
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Jones, at 22, with the monkeys he sold tor his church

rpiwarolssia—ut fering from a lack of a charismatic

These frustrations were accompanied.

late 1961, by a kind of vision of a nu-
clear holocaust destroying Indianapolis.
Having read a magazine article listing a
selection of the best places in the world
to avoid an atomic war, Jones tock his
wife and three children 1o one of them.
Belo Horizonte, Brazil. Belo Herizonte
did not present many opportunities, how-
ever. so Jones moved 1o Rio 10 teach at
the American school there. “Jim was no
fanatic,” said a woman who befriended
him there. “He had no wild streak at
all. They were just normal, rather naive
and provincial Midwesterners. They led
a simple life, and Jim’s main concern
was always for those people he saw suf-
fering. He used to stop children in the
street and talk to them, help them if he
could.”

But the church in Indianapolis,
now called the Peoples Temple, was suf-

leader, and Marceline was homesick,
s0 Jones decided to return. He affil-
iated with the Disciples of Chnst, a
1.3 million-member denomination,
and in 1964 was ordained a minister
by that group. But he still considered
Indianapolis narrow and racist. A good
friend, the Rev. Ross Case, also of
the Disciples of Christ, had moved
from Indiana 1o Californja, and Jones
decided to follow him. He evenwally
brought more than 100 supporiers to
Redwood Valley in Mendocino Coun-
ty, north of San Francisco. Robert
Kauffman, a former bank executive
from nearby WUkiah, recalls that
.. Marceline Jones walked into his bank
. and opened an account of nearly
$100,000.

Once established. Jones and his
faithful began making evangelistic for-
ays 10 San Francisco and beyond. He
again bought an old synagogue, this

Mrs. Myrile Kennedy, who was a de-
vout member of the Church of the Naz-
arene. He took to carrying a Bible, but
no one made fun of the husky boy. who
got inw fights easily. He was a natural
Jeader. gathering friends around him and
telling them what to do.

He would preach 1o them. sometimes
frightening his listeners with visions of a
hell where, with senses undiminished, sin-
ners burned forever. His first chance 10
- mount a real pulpit came when he was
14 and working at a nearby hospital: some
of his black co-workers invited him to
bring his Bible and give a sermon at their
; church “You could see there was some-
" thing havwire even atl that lime.” says
Swift. But Mrs. Kennedy's daughter Thel-
ma Manning remembers Jones more

fondly: "He had a litile white shaggy- i

hzired dog They wereinseparable. 1 want

people 10 know Jim Jones had a good
©side”

In 1945 his parents split up (his fa-

- ther died alonc in a Lynn hotel six years

_

te7. his mother lived until 1977, and
late 1 er lived until } <

picked up religion from a neighbor. “He had no wild srreak at all.”

1o the Methodists, but the first church he
founded, called the Christian Assembly
of God, had no affiliations. It was in a
poor neighborhood, and he won worship-
ers by distribuiing free food and helping
people find jobs. He raised money by im-
porting monkeys and selling them for $29
apiece. He eventually made enough (o pay
$50,000 for an old synagogue in a black
neighborhood.

He had cne son and adopted other
children, uluimately eight in all, including
blacks and Koreans. He once heard an af-
fluent black doctor alL an adoption agency
| teject a child because he was “100 black.”
Snapped Jones: “Well. T'll take him then.”
The mayor appointed him the first full-
| time director of the Indianapolis human
rights commission }ones became increas-
ingly embittered at the racism he encoun-
tered. His wife was spat upon while walk-
ing with their black child, and when one
of his Korean children was killed in a car
accident. he later said. he could find no
white undertaker o bury her.

one in the run-down Fillmore area of

San Francisco's inner city. Using it
as his headquarters, he opened an in-
firmary, a child-care center, a carpentry
shop and kiiwchens for feeding the neigh-
borhood poor. His services were dazzling,
with soul and gospel music and dance
groups, He attracted increasing numbers
of black parishioners (the Peoples Tem-
ple was more than 80% black). He in-
volved them in liberal causes. busing them
10 protest demonstrations, making them
canvass for politicians he favored. and
ordering them to underiake letter-writ-
ing blitzes.

He took them on pilgrimages. one of
which brought eleven busioads to In-
diana and Florida (to visit his ihen-re-
tired spiritual mentor Myrtle Kennedy): [
another brought part of his lock 1o Wash- |
ington, D.C.. where he had them pick ;
up trash on the Capitol grounds. Edi-
torialized the Washingion Posr in Au-
gust 1973: “The hands-down winners of
anybody’s tourisis-of-the-year award
have got lo be the 660 members of the
Peoples Temple ... who bend over back-J
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impressed.

. Tempie. San Francisco Mayor
* George Moscone. who received
- imporiant help from Jones in

' sheriff and district aftorney were .‘«,-.'

wards to leave every place t}
V1511 miore atiractive than whea
they arnved.”

Politicians were particularly -
Governor Jerry
Brown came to the Peoples b *

T

his close 1975 ¢lection. appount-
ed him to the city’s housing au-
thority in 1976. (Said the mayor
about last week's horror: *'I pro-
ceeded 10 vomit and cry.”) The

temple visitors, bul Lieutenant <& -

Governor Mervyn Dymally out- Jim and Marceline Jones and family In California (1966}

&

his services became stranger anc
stranger. Jones would "heal” pa:
rishioners by pretending 1o draw
forth “cancers” that actualls
were bloody chicken gizzards
And his megalomania soared
Said his old associale the Rev
Case: “Jim stopped calling him:
self the reincarmation of Jesu
~ and started calling himself God
He sajd Le was the actual Gox
- who made the heavens anc
earth” Jones ordered his fol
, lowers to buy, and sell 1o the
public, small pictures of him
a8 ward off evil. He demanded for
the temple’'s coffers all members

did them all by dropping in on They “leave every place they visit more atiractive.”

the 27.000-acre plantation in
Guyana that Jones had acquired in 1974.
Vice President Walter Mondale recog-

 nized Jones® help in the 1976 campaign

and invited him aboard his private plane.
\When Jones helped a rally for Rosalynn
Carter in San Francisco bv busing in
600 loud supporiers. he was rewarded

. with a "Dear Jim™ thank-you note hand-

writler on White House stationery. Jones
claimed to have received appreciative
letters from Senators Hubert Hum-
phrey and Henry Jackson, and BEW
Secretary Joseph Califano, among
others.

The 1emple swelled with new mem-
bers—up to 20,000, Jones claimed. But

savings and earnings, amassing

a fortune that a former mem:
ber estimates at $15 million. Discipline
gave way 1o brutal beatings. It was a pro-
gression perhaps foreshadowed way baclk
in Indianapolis when the young preache:
once threw his Bible to the floor anr
yelled at his associates, “Too many pec
ple are looking at this instead of look
ingatme!™ |

LW

WHy People Join

{He has]no more pressing need than the cne to find some-
body 10 whom he can surrender, as guickly as possible, thar
gift of freedom which he, the unfortunate creature, was born
with. .
—Dostovevsky. The Brothers Karamazov

Thc landscape of their minds was as grotesgue as the
corpse-littered village they left behind. They had start-
ed as seckers afier meaning, direction, comfort and love.
The Peoples Temple, which provided a number of social ser-
vices 1o the poor, had filled their lives with purpose. But in
the jungle of Guyana, it had all turned into fear and hatred.

Why did they join an organization like the Peoples Tem-
ple? And why did they stay in it? Few if any of the thou-
sands of cult groups in the U.S. are as violent as the
Guyana group was in its last days, but many of them
share a number of unusual characteristics. Social scientists
who have studied these groups agree that most cult mem-
bers are in some sort of emotional trouble before they
join. Says Dr. Margaret Thaler Singer, a psychologist at
Berkeiey: “About one-third are very psychologically dis-
tressed people. The other two-thirds are relatively average
people. but in a period of depression. gloom, being at
loose ends™ Such people are vulnerable to well-planned
recruitment techniques. These usually involve displays of
effusive affection and understanding, or “love bombing,”
as one psychiatrist puts it. Once recruits start going to meet-
ings. they are frequently subjected to various drnlls and
disciplines that weary them both physically and emotion-
ally. producing a sort of trance.

Cut off from family and friends, the new member gets re-
peated infusions of the cult’s doctrines. The lonely, de-
pressed, frightened and disoriented recruit ofien experienc-
es what amoun!s to a religious conversion. Former members
of such cults frequently say that something in them “snaps.”
report Flo Conway and Jim Siegelman. authors of Snap-
ping. @ new book on what they call “America’s epidemic of
sudden personality change.”

At this point, the cultist’s life is no Ionger his own. Per-
sonalities change from the lively and complex pauerns of
normality to those of an automaton reciting what he has
been taught. The usual problems of living have been re-
placed by a nearly childish existence in which the cult and
its leaders supply all rules and all answers. Erich Fromm,
in his classic treatise on the rise of Nazism. called this pro-
cess the “escape from freedom.™

“Most members have little or no sense of inner val-
ue,” says Stefan Pasternack, associate clinical professor of
psychiatry at Georgetown University School of Medicine.
“They have a desire to be pan of something meaningful.
In joining, they regress and relax their perscnal judg-
ments to the point that they are supplanted by the group’s
often primitive feelings. With a sick leader. these pnm-
itive feelings are intensified and get worse. The members
develop a towal ideptity with the leader and in the process
take on his sickness.” .

ust as the cult members give themselves up to the group.
J the leader w0 takes his entire identity from his followers.

Both leader and followers thus see an overwhelming ne-
cessity to keep the group alive and intact. Dissenters are
often punished severely. Loyalty is intensified by claims that
the outside world is evil and threatening. Return to normal
life becomes more and more difficult, even terrifying.

“The gravest threat imaginable to such a group is for
someone to try to take members oul of the ‘family,” ™ says
U.C.L.A. Psycholozist David Wellisch. Leo Ryan’s mission
to Guyana may have been just such a threat, the spark that
triggered the tragedy.

With Jones’ own behavior growing more paranoid and
the sudden presence of the Congressman and the press, some
experts believe there was almost a psychological inevita-
bilitv to the dJisaster. “Following that type of fragmenta-
tion, there was only one thing left.” says Dr. Stanley Cath.
a Boston psychiatrist. “They could return to the world of re-
ality, but they would have had to face their own inade-
quactes, the world they had already discarded. the families
they had already discarded. 8o for them. death was prefer-
able because death had already been proclaimed rebinth.”
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hey crouch indark basementsin New

York and San Franeisco, worshiping
the Devil. They wait patiently for the
Second Coming or scan the skies for the
spaceship that will bring the New Age A
few practice polygamy in isolated moun-
tain communes. Tens of thousands have
abandoned theirfamilies, friends, educa-
tions and careers to follow the teachings
of a leader they will never meet.

By one estimate, 3 million Americans
espouse the teachings of 3,000 religious
and nonreligious cults. The groups run
the gamut from the Bible-toting pacifists
of The Way in Ohio to the manjuana-
smoking Rastafarians from the Carib-
bean, who revere the late, deposed Ethi-
opian Emperor Haile Selassie as the
Messiah. Some cults condemn al! forms
of violence and serve as unquestioned
forces for guod in the world: The Farm,
for example, a 1,200-member commune
in Tennessee, has donated more than §1
million to build homes and hospitals for
earthquake victims in Guatemala. The
Bible of the Church of Satan, on the other
hand, declares: “If & man smite you on
the cheek, smash him on the other.”

DEFENSIVE ALLIANCES

Cults have ebbed and flowed through
American history almost from its begin-
ning, and there are signs that the latest
wave mav have peaked in the mid-1970s.
But after the horror of Johestown, warns
sociology Prof. Jim Richardson of the
University of Nevada, “there’'s a possi-
bility of a backlash. There is already an
anti-cult movement that has tried to get
investigations and tax rules against
cults.” In reaction, some cults are explor-
ing defensive alliances; last April, the
Church of Scientology, the Unification
Church and the Children of God formed
APRL. the alliance for the Freservation
of Religious Liberty. Svnanon donated
at least some supplies and equipinent
to the Peoples Temple, and links have

been reported between Synanon and the
Hare Krishnas.

Among the more conspicuous—and
controversial-—cults now active:

SYNANON: When Charles Dederich, a
former alcoholic, founded Synanon in
1958, it was considered a revolutionary
therapeutic community. Hundreds of al-
coholics, drug addicts and down-at-the-
mouth toughs moved into the California
drug- and alcohol-rehabilitation center
and, through a rigorous self-help pro-

Child of Cod: A gospei of sex and doom

SPECIAL REPORT

gram, emerged healt]

and happy. Aided by j

skillflul PR and contrib

tions from wealthy libe
_als, Synanon became a §:
million business.

But as the communi
grew and prospered,
changed. Dederich,
powerful, hypnotic lea
er,came to see Synanon.
an alternative to the ot
side world. He ordered h
followers to shave the
heads and swap spouse
When he decided the:
were too many children
Synanon, he mandate
vasectomies for men (hin
self excluded) and abo
tions for women. Ded
rich, 63, began a campaig
of intimidation against t}
media and anyone el:
whocniticized the cornm
nity. One lawyer wt
won a $300,000 judgme)

against' Synanon was bitten Ly 2 o+,
snake left in his mailbox—alleged]y t
twomembers of Synanon. Today, the 90i
member community resembles a cult f;
more than itdoes a drug center, and De¢
erich is trying to have itformally incorp
rated as a religion,

HARE XRISHNA: “We don't conside
ou;selves something that's sprung up i
the "60s, founded by some man, but fo
lowers of an ancient tradition stemmin
from Krishna himself” says Laxmi Natl
president of the Berkeley, Calif., templ
of the International Society for Krishr
Consciousness. The Hare Krishnas b
gan in the sixteenth century in Indi
where they were just one of many sec
worshiping a reincarnation of the Hind
god colP creation. A. C. Bhaktivedan
Swami Prabhupada brought one versio
of Krishna worship that was never ve:
popular in India to the U.S. in 19€
and it turned into an easily identifiab)
cult. Young Hare Krishnas shaved the
heads, put on saffron robes and took 1
the streets with their Hindu chants. The
studied the ancient Vedic texts an
promised their followers inner peace :
an alternative to political chaos.

The Krishnas can be aggressivein the
repeated requests for money, and som
members have had serious run-ins wil
the law. But for the most part, they li
quietly on several large farms they ow;
orinthe housesthey rentin metropolita
areas. Since Prabhupada died earlier th
i.'ear, the group has not had a charismat

eader and may now be becoming mo:
sect than cult. Most members now dre
conventionally in public, and has
stopped their street-cormer chantin
Stillson Judah, who has studied the Kris]
nas at the Graduate Theological Union
Berkeley, believes the group wants
find a “way of accommodating itself wif
society.”

UNIFICATION CHURCH: South Kore:
evangelist Sun Myung Moon, 58, co
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trals the ljves of 37,000 U.S. fol,
When they join the Unification Chure.s,
voung Moonies {their average age is 24)
are encouraged to break all ties with
their families and work as long as eight-
een hours a day soliciting donations. As
is hvpical of many cult leaders, Moon
lives in comfort on a §625,000 New York
estate while his followers reside in com-
munal centers and are encouraged to
give all their possessions to the church.
Moon preaches a contorted blend of
Christianity, Puritan morality and Qrien-
tal philosophy. His followers hardly
seem to notice that his spiritual mes-
sage—that all the world’s religions
should be merged into a single move-
ment headed by Moon himself—sounds
secondary to his financial and political
motives. He controls an empire of at least

$75 million that ranges from 2 Wyoming -

delicatessen to a Tokyo trading com-
pany, and the U8, Congress has investi-
gated his ties to the authoritarian govern-
ment of South Korea. Moon, who came to
the U.S5.in 1972, does not seem worried.
“God hasbeen very good to me,” he savs.

CHILDREN OF GOD: Thev began stand-
ing on street cormers in the late 1960s,
exhorting passers-by to give up their
worldly ways and follow God. At first it
was hard to tell them from the other Jesus
freaks of the time. But the Children of
God were clearly different. Their leader,
David {(Moses) Berg, now 58, taught that
doomsday was just around the cormer—
and that he was God's messenger {or the
final davs. He communicated with his
followersthroughrambling “Moletters.”

Many of these epistles show a preoccu-
pation with sex. ln recruiting, Berg
urged his female disciples to use their
charms: “You roll those big eves at them
and peck them with that pretty little
mouth and you flirt all around them,”
advised one Mo letter. By at least one
report, things didn’t stop there: on the
island of Tenerife, COG women’ were
accused of taking prospective recruits to
bed. When local prostitutes complained
of the competition, Berg reportedly put a
curse on the island—and shortly after
that, the worst accident in airline history
took 583 lives on the runway at Tenerife.

Life with Bergisn’teasy, Former COG
members tell how they had to memorize
Bible verses before thev could sleep or
eat, and pick through garbage for food
and clothes. Berg fled the country in
1974, just befare the New York attorney
general published a highly critical report
on the GOG. But the cult still claims
10.000 members in 120 communes
around the world, and Berg still keeps in
touch with periodic Mo letters.

Some organizations can come to re-
semble cults even though their members
do not live communally or share reli-
rinus beliefs. Werner Erhard, for exam-
ple. has impressive power over thou-
sands of Americans who have taken his
est courses. He promises them spiritual
and emotional fulfillment in 60-hour
seminars in which the chief techniques
are attacking the ego, restricting food

-~ -

and drink and inducing mental sti
Crowing numbers of parents of cult
members are worried enough about los-
ing their children to take the extreme,
and costly, step of kidnapping and
“deprograming” them. Ever since de-
programmer Ted Patrick was sentenced
to a year in prison in 1976 for such a
kidnapping, many have first sought legal
sanction through “conservatorships” to
temporarily gain court-ordered custody
of their adult children. The process is
clearly working, Hundreds otpdevotees
of various cults have been deprogramed
in the last few years. But some cults are
fighting back with lawsuits to bar depro-
raming as an infringement on religious
%reedc:m, and sometimes the faith of the
young believer is not shaken. Several
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Krishnas bow to their leader in

have successfully sued their deprogram-
mers for invasion of privacy.

In desperation, some parents have
asked the Federal government for help.
But government spokesmen say their
hands are tied by the Constitution’s guar-
antee of religious freedom, lack of hard
evidence that specific cults are com-
mitting crimes, and by agency guide-
lines. The Justice Department must have
information that a “kidrap” wvictim is
being held against his will, for ran-
som and has been taken across state
lines before it can prosecute a case. {Be-
fore last week’s tragedy in Guyvana, the
FBI had only one complaint against the
Peoples Temple: a letter from the waor-
ried mother of a cult member alleging
kidnapping, but there was no evidence
that he was being held against his will,)
The Federal Burean of Investigation can
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10nitor 2 group only when there is evi-

dence that it has broken Federal law or
poses a security risk. Many government
officials say they would not change the
present laws, even if they could. “We
can't have it both ways,” said Homer
Boynton, bureau spokesman. “In a de-
mocracy, in order to have freedom and
liberty, there has to be a certain amount
of risk-taking.”

‘ATTRITION IS VERY HIGH'

But cults——even the most religious—
are not above the law. The government
can prosecute a group when it appears to
have committedacrime. Last summer, for
example, eleven Scientologists—mem-
bers of the quasi-scientific, self-help cult
founded by former science-fiction writer

1976: Now, trying to blend in

L. Ron Hubbard—were accused of breal
ing into a government office and wer
indicted on 28 counts of conspiracy, stea
ing government property, obstruction ¢
justice and perjury. Six states outlaw us
of marijuana and other drugs in cult rel
gious ceremonies.

In the end, the best hope for those cot
cerned about the power of cults mav b
that many members are dropping out «
their own accord. “A lot more peop!
leave these groups voluntarily than the
or the deprogrammers would like to ac
mit,” says sociologist Richardson, “Attr
tion is very high.” Even within the min
bending anthills of the cults, Americar
seem toretain at least some of their natiy
wit—and their stubbom independence

—MELINDA BECK and SUSAN FRAKER with ELAN

SHANNON in Washington, JEFF B. COPELANDin S
Francisoo Bnd buregu repons



v F1 Iy ow could more than 900 people
i be twisted to the point of swal-
lowing fatal doses of poison?
Clearly, the immolation at Jonestown
wasn't entirely voluntary. But the order-
Iy rows and heaps of dead and the linked
arms of family groups were powerful tes-
timony that Jim Jones’s disciples hadn’t
enough will to resist his orders, backed
up by a few armed guards. And perhaps
the greatest horror in the scene lay in the
realization that more or less ordinary
people had been so indoctrinated—and
in the seed of fear that nearly anvbody
might be manipulated the same way.
AT

£

§e5
.

In a sense, such mind-bending is only
an extrerne form of familiar human expe-
rience. In military training, soldiers are
taught to take appalling risks in the name
ofdiscipline and love of country; extend-
ing that process, Japan's kamikaze pilots
in World War II accepted certain death,
Jailers can be permitted to abuse and
even torture their prisoners, and citizens
easily shut their eves. At the extreme,
Adolf Hitler engineered the Holocaust
that massacred 6 million Jews. Powerful
personalities often gather groups of de-
pendent adniirers: the demonic charis-
ma of Charles Manson mesmerized his
ghoulish groupies to murder total stran-
gers with sadistic pleasure. Jones was
only the latest extreme in the wave of
cult leaders of the past decade.

To ruamy scholars who have studied
the new American cults—and to manv
ex-cultists themselves—the hehavior of
Jones's following was shocking but not
surprising. “*As a Moonie, I would have
done exactly what they did,” maintains

T2

Erica Heftmann, 26, who left the Unifi-
cation Church of self-styled Korean mes-
siah Sun Myung Moon more than two
vears ago. ‘I was drilled and instructed
to kill.” Isolated from the real world and
pressured by their peers, converts be-
come wholly accepting of the leader’s
power—and his paranoia—and thev put
their welfare and their will totally in his
hands. Jones's people even practiced
suicide drills, in which they swallowed a
drink of bitter liquid he said was poison.
“I would think, before being told it
wasn't poison, that soon I would be
dead,” recalls Wanda Johnson, 42, who

spent eight vears in the Peoples Temple
and lost her voungest child at Jonestown,
“I would think, ‘It doesn’t matter if I'm
dead.’ I felt relief.”

Almost anv passionate enthusiasm can
generate cultic behavior if there is a
charismatic figure to beguile disciples,
In recent decades, cults have coalesced
around crusading politicians, rock stars,
visionary intellectuals and gurus of the
human-potential movement.

CHARISMATIC LEADERSHIP

In religion, sociologists tvpically dis-
tinguish cults from mainline churches,
which serve as custodians of normative
values. and from sects, which partially
withdraw from society in order to purfy
established doctrine. Cults emerge
when groups wholly withdraw from pre-
vailing religious practices and members
commit themselves completely to the
leadership of charismatic and highly au-
thoritarian figures. Although toda’s
cults vary widely in their ideologies, the

]
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Kamikaze pilots: Certain death in the name of discipline and love of country

most successful use much the sam:
methods of indoctrinating converts.
Most cults know exactly which kind o
recruits they are looking for. Svnanor
guru Charles Dederich prefers drug ad
dicts, whom he ~an rehabilitate and the:
bind to his community for life. Jone.
sought out the oppressed—especialls
poor blacks, prostitutes and other out
casts—who would welcome his messag:
of egalitarianism and his offer of a com
munal home. But religious groups suct
as the Moonies, the Children of God anc
the Hare Krishnas prefer college stu
dents of above-average intelligence an¢
idealism who will be a credit tc

I3

<7 the cult. In her own interview:

with more than 300 former cul
members, University of Califor
nia psvchologist Margaret Sing
er found that no more than :
third were suffering fron
marked psvchological distres:
at the time of their induction.

‘A SENSE OF BELONGING’

Timing is the key factor ir
seeking converts. Religious re-
cruiters like to hit the college
campuses at exam time, sit ir
libraries, waiting to make “eve
contact” with students who are
having difficulty deciding on ¢
course of major study or recov
ering from a broken romance. It
cities and resort areas, prosely-
tizers seek out footloose back-
packers who have taken time of:
from school to “find” them-
selves “These kids are looking
for a sense of significance
and belonging,” say; UCLA
law professor Richard Delgado
who has been studving cults for
] years. “Evervbody is wvulner
able. You and I could be Hare Krishnas i
they approached us at the right time.”

Studies indicate that the Moonies have
devised the most sophisticated method:
of luring converts., They call the first
phase “love bombing.” Once recruiters
spot lonely students, they draw themr
into friendly conversation that tvpically
ends with an invitation to dinner. Sur.
rounded by smiling strangers who holc
their hands and shower them with com-
pliments, the students are then invited tc
a weekend retreat. “"As instructors, we
didn’t tell them the truth,” recalls Eric:
Heftmann. “If we had told them that we
believed Moon was the Messiah or tha
we staved up all night praving in the
snow, thev'd never join.”

During the retreat, guests are subject:
ed to an endless round of games, singing
exercise and vague religious discus
sions, with little time for sleep. Only the
maost discerning recruits realize that they
are not being allowed to ask probing
questions or make close friends. Yet ev
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ery recruit is assigned a monitor who
accompanies him everywhere, even to
the bathroom. On Sunday, the potential
converts are pressured to stay on for one
last party. “Once they called their family
or emplover and told them they weren’t
coming in on Monday. we knew we had
thein for seven full davs,” savs Heft-
mann. “And if they stayed seven davs,
theyv almost always became a member.”

Isolation—from family, friends and all
contact with the outside world—is the
first step in what Los Angeles psychia-
trist Frederick Hacker calls “the wash-
ing stage” of cultic mind control. Next,
recruits are made to feel guilty about
their past lives and recognize
their need to be reborn like
their all-knowing “‘brothers and
sisters’” in the new family of the
cult. Several cults, such as
the Children of God and Hare
Krishna, even give recruits new
names or devise private meas-
urements of time to underscore
the cult’s new realitv. But the
development of a new personal-
ity is gradual. ltrequires various
forms of sense deprivation, in-
culcated through loss of sleep,
low-protein diets and exhaust-
ing rounds of chanting, praving
and indoctrination in the
thought of the new father figure.

TOOL OF SATAN

“It's all so simple,” obsenes
Tufts Universib  psychiatrist
Stantev Cath, who has studied
the conversion techniques used
by cults. “Converts have to be-
licve only what they are told.
Thev don’t have to think, and
this relieves tremendous ten-
sions.” Indeed, at Synanon,
members tell recruits, "We will

74 Newsweek

Remains of Jews who took their lives at Masada:
A decision for death rather than enslavement

do your thinking for you,” and inside
Moon's camps independent thought is
labeled a tool of Satan.

A critical point in the conversion proc-
ess occurs when recruits are forced to
make a major commitment to the cult.
This may mean signing over one’s prop-
erty, bank account or children to the
group, as in some religious cults, or even
joining in drug or sex orgies, as demand-
ed by Charles Manson in his “family.”
“Once vou've done something that
major, it's very hard to admit even to
vourself that vou've made a mistake, and
subconsciously you will go to great
lengths to rationalize what you did,”

Charles Manson and his ghoulish
groupies: Mesmerized to murder

explains Stanford University psychiatr
Donald \T. Lunde. “It's a very tric
mental defense mechanism exploited
the hilt by the charismatic leader.”

Cults may also exploit members
sending them into the streets to soli
funds or sell things like flowers, usua
on behalf of pseudonvmous organi:
tHons, “The leader tells vou to go out a
get $250,” savs Shermy Dietrich, 28, w
joined the Children of God aftera divor
in 1974. “Believe me, vou beat
brains out to get that $2¢
and you don't come hor
until you get it.”

In virtually all cults, s
is a central means of cc
trolling members” livi
Some cult leaders, li
Manson and Jones, u
some of their followers
both male and female—f
their own pleasure. B
mostreligious cults rigic
segregate males and |
males and teach them t}
sexuality itselfis evil.*'F
ther” Moon not only ;
ranges all marriages b
also demands such powerful repressi
of sexual feelings that many membe
revert to pre-puberty innocence, “Wox
en stop having their periods sometime
and men may find that thev do not sha
as often,” reports ex-Moonie Christoph
Edwards, 24. “People begin to lo
vounger. I was 22 when I came out a

people told me I locked 15.”

OUTLET FOR AGGRESSION

To bind members tighter to the cult,
leaders create the image of an evil o
group that is supposedly trving to d
stroy them. For Hitler, it was the Jew
For Manson, it was blacks. For Jones,

Los Angeles Times was the FBI, the ClA a:
the Ku Klux Klan. For Sy
anon’s Dederich. it is t
government and the ne



media. And for most of the militant
r;!igious cults, the enemy is the
members’ natural parents. “Cults
allow people to hate without feel-
ing guilty and provide a safe,
group-sanctioned outlet for aggres-
sion against the enemy,” observes
psvchiatrist Hacker. Cult leaders
also persuade members that they
will die, either at the hands of
enemies or cult Jovalists, if thev
defect. The Children of God tell
defectors that either God or Satan
will strike them dead, and perform
exorcisms on those who persist in
leaving. Ex-Scientologists recall
wammings of the 245" solution—
anvone who drops out should get
two .45-caliber slugs.

BASIC NEEDS

What transforms some cult lead-
ers from spirited humanitarians
into frenzied despots? Jones, for
one, began his career by providing
a humane haven for society’s out-
casts, vet ended up crushing those
in his care. In such cases, a charis-
matic leader, who may be slightly
disturbed, discovers that he is ful-
filling a basic human need for
increasing numbers of people.
“Pretty soon, he is believing more
and more in his own power, and it
grows so that he begins to be
burdened by it and a little para-
noid,” reasons psychiatrist An
Kicv of the Comell University
Medical College. So he develops
new, more punitive measures for
binding his followers to him. “And if
there comes a threat, a terminal illness
or exposure, the leader resents the idea
of anvone surviving him,” adds New
York psvchiatrist Herbert Hendin. “He
doesn’t want any part of whatever is left
to survive.”

Jim Jones's Peoples Temple differs
froin other cults because of its emphasis
on suicidal imagery, savs Yale psychia-
trist Robert J. Lifton, a specialist on
death and thought control. Last week’s
atrocity, Lifton believes, “was a mixture
of submitting to mass suicide and sub-
mitting to murder.” As his own mind de-
teriorated into paranoia, Jones prepared
his people for collective death by run-
ning them through suicide rehearsals.
This enforced group commitment and
the illusion that death for them would
merely be a transition to an eternal com-
munity. “When Jones asked them to die
for him, some mav have gone willingly
with him, but a large number probably
just didn't know how to resist,” Hendin
argues, “You're dealing with a suicide,
nnt of the mass group, but of the leader,
who is taking the group with him."”

Thus the tragedy at Jonestown was
only superficially like past cases of mass
suicide—the Jewish Zealots at Masada
who killed themselves rather than be
tapture=d by the Romans, for example, or
the Japanese who died on Saipan rather
than currender te the Americans in
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World War 1. Instead of patriotism, reli-
gious faith or a cause larger than them-
selves, Jones’s followers were ensnared
by Jones himself. And like most charis-
matic figures, he left no one who could
replace him as the personal embodiment
of the cult. Although survivors in San
Francisco insist that the Peoples Temple
will go on, ex-members say, it cannot
survive without Jones.

Inevitably, the Jonestown atrocity has
triggered national debate over cults
and whether they can—and should—be
curbed. Church scholars caution that the
religions of Jesus, Muhammad and Bud-
dha all began as cults, and civil libertar-
ians warn that religious practices, no
matter how odious, are protected by the
First Amendment. The only legal way to
attack them would be to prove that the
psvchological techniques practiced by
some cults amount to coercive mind
control, leaving their victims legally im-
paired. But the theorv is tenuous. Dr.
Stephen P. Hersh, assistant director of
the National Institute of Mental Health,
believes that the brainwashing attribut-
ed to cults is, in most cases, “high-
pressure salesmanship.” “Just because
converts adopt beliefs that seem bizarre
to their families, it does not follow that
their choices are dictated by cult lead-
ers,”” he savs.

Historians say cults emerge whenever
there is a serious break in the structure of
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Hitler leading a Nazi rally at Nuremberg: The power to command a “final solution’

society. The Industrial Revolution in
England, the French Revolution and the
westward movemenr in the U.S. all
spawned new religious sects. Some
scholars believe that the traumas cf the
"60s attracted young Americans to charc-
matic politicians and then, after the war
in Vietnam, to equally charismatic reli-
gious figures. Although some experts
think the curmrent interest in cults has
peaked, most insist that the better-fi-
nanced groups, such as Moon’s, will be
around as long as the basic institutions of
societv—the family, schools and estab-
lished churches—continue to turn out
emotional orphans susceptible to a cult
leader’s blandishments.

A HEAVY PRICE

Even critics concede that many of to-
day’s cults work for social good and indi-
vidual need by drawing recruits away
from drugs and anomie into a steady life
of service. But at best, the price isa heavy
one in a free society: in joining a cult, the
recruit surrenders a large measure of
personal responsibility and potential
growth in exchange for spiritual security.
The mass deaths at Jonestown mav vet
do some good if they make searching
young people think twice before seeking
a family among the cultists.

—KENNETH | WOODWARD with MARY HAGER in Washing-
toh, JANET BUCK inLos Angeles MICHAEL REESE in San

Francisco RACHEL MARK ang WILLIAM O. MARBACH in
MNew York and buraau repors
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fones’s jungle outpost: A tropical socialist commune that turned into a fear-ridden concentration camp

? he color movies and g]ossy promo-
4 tional brochures painted the pic-
ture of an idvllic tropical paradise,
a love-filled commune dedicated to good
works and racial harmony. They showed
smiling, suntanned women cheerfully
making bread and doing laundry. They
showed comfortable, well-furnished cot-
tages, complete with drapes and carpet-
ing. As the leaders of the Peoples Tem-
ple told it, their devout and dedicated
members had conquered 900 acres of
hostile jungle and in its place they built
Jonestown—"an interracial, sharing
community” with lush fields, a school, a
clinic and even the beginnings of indus-
try. And every day at Jonestown, the
brochures said, “the laughter of children
rings through the air. Our children are
our greatest treasure.’

There may have been a day when
some, perhaps much, of that was true. In
1974, the followers of Jim Jones heeded
his ¢all to build a Christian, socialist
commune in the wilds of Guyvana. They
planted their crops and built substantial,
ifplain, housing. They established medi-
cal facilities that were advanced by
Guvanese standards. There was little ra-
¢ial friction. Children seemed especially
happy. I just picked up a hurt monkey
out of the jungle and he's going to be all
mine,” Maury Janaro, 18, wrote to her
mother in San Francisco. “1 love ithere.”

Then, about a vear ago, life at Jones-
town began to change. Meat, served
twice a day at first, was served once, then

62

not at all. The workdayv increased from
eight hours to eleven. The commune’s
security forces began to impose harsher
discipline. Jones himself seemed to de-
teriorate physically; he began gaining
weight, he started to slur his words, he
looked dazed—and the rumors began to
spread that he was on hard drugs, or
seriously {ll. Last spring, Deborah Bla-
kev, once a trusted aide, escaped from
Jonestown and Jones went into a frenzy.
He shouted endlessly over the loud-
speakers, ‘I am the alpha and the ome-
ga.”” From then on, well before its grisly
end, Jonestown turned into a virtual con-
cenfration camp.

RICE AND GRAVY
By dav, all but a select handful of

Jonestown's residents labored under the
broiling sun; by night, they endured
endless re-education meetings and
sleep-destroyving harangues that boomed
out over the camp's public-address svs-
tem. Their living quarters—the pleasant
cottages of the film—were crammed with
as many as 30 people. Their food was rice
and gravy. Their sins—drinking a glass of
wine or snitching a packet of powdered
fruit-drink mix—were punished by pub-
lic beatings. Not even the children were
exempt. When they misbehaved, they
were tied up and left in the jungle at
night, or dropped into the waters of a
well, to be pulled out only when they
screamed for forgiveness. In every
sense, savs Edith Bogue, who escaped

from the camp liours before the m
suicide, Jonestown was “‘a nightmare

Jonestown’s day began at 6 a.m. ’|
public-address system blared out
wake-up call, and the communards li
up in a tent for the food thev were gir
at every meal: boiled rice, occasion:
flavored with bits of pig offal or a bit
green vegetable that the cult memt
called “pig weed.” Then they set off
the fields, for what was often a fu
day’s work. “We had agronomists, b
nists and chemists out there,” recal
Harold Cordell, 42. “But you couls
make anvthing grow. The weeds wo
come back and choke the plants wit
24 hours.” Each day, Jones's secu
forces followed the workers to the fie
lurking in the shade of the surround
jungle to spy on them. “We'd worl
temperatures as high as 120 degrees
day with only a ten-minute break.” s
Bogue’s daughter, Juanita, 21. “If -
stopped to rest and leaned on vour |
the security forces would write down
time you wasted.”

The commune was billed asan agri.
tural experiment designed to help
Guyanese people. But there was
even enough food to feed Jonestov
settlers, and the few who escaped
week's mass suicide were undeme
ished, with half-healed sores cove:
their bodies. “They just popped
boils and blisters,” savs Jim Bogue. *
weren’'t getting enough protein.” Tt
were cattle, pigs and chickens at Jor
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Before the apocalypse: Cult members at jonestown entrance
(left), waiting for Ryan’s party to leave, welders at work

town, but meat was either sold or re-
served for “selected people’—namely
Jones, his family and his favorites. The
community’s elite enjoved imported cof-
fee and soft drinks, canned hamand tuna
fish. When Jones wanted to reward a cult
member, he occasionally did so by pass-
ing that person a few leftovers from his
second heaping plate of food.

Jones and his handpicked lieutenants
regulated every aspect of life at the com-
mune. even the sexual lives of the cult
meinbers. A couple who wished to live
together applied to the camp’s Relation-
ships Cemimittee for approval, and had to
spend a three-month trial “dating peri-
od” before they could have sexual rela-
tions. Even then, they received no spe-
cial living arrangements. Like single
members of the commune, couples slept
on & narrow mattress, separated from
others in their living cottages only by a
sheet hanging from a cord. “There was
no privacy,” savs Harold Cordell. “Peo-
ple could hear vour every noise, cough
and whisper. We were packed in like
cattle.”

PUBLIC HUMILIATION

............

Interracial “partnerships
couraged in Jonestown. Promiscuity was
not. and commune members who violat-
ed Jones’'s moral code were subject to
beatings and public humiliation. One
woman who had had sex with a male cult
member without the permission of the
Relationships Committee was forced to
have sex with a second man—while all
othermembers ofthe cultwatched. Atthe
evening meetings, Jones often ordered
women and men to tell of their sexual
relationswithhim. “I've been ---—- by Jim
Jonesand believe me, sisters, it'sthe best
---- I've ever had.” women would say.

In the early vears of the commune, the
“business meetings.” as [ones called
them, were held only onee or twice a
week. In Jonestown’s final months, thev
became a nightly ritual that often lasted
from 7:30 until 3 am. Jones would

ramble on for hours, railing against ev-
erything from the white man’s sins in
Africa to the venality of some commu-
nards who balked at giving him their
wristwatches. “If you started to nod off,
the security people would come up
behind you,” recalls Cordell. “They
would hit your shoulder and tell you,
‘Wake up. Stand up if vou have to. Stay
awake’.” After the exhausted cult mem-
bers finally went to sleep, Jones would
often flick on the public-address system,
screaming  “Alert, alert, alert!”” He
would then order all of Jonestown’s
residents to gather in the commune’s
pavilion to listen to his wamings about
impending attacks by the U.S. Army, the
Central Intelligence Agency or other
“enemies’ of the settiement.

To Jones, almost everyone—including
the cult members themselves—was a po-
tential enemy. The inhabitants of Jones-
town were unable to communicate with
their families, and letters from relatives
inthe U.S. were never delivered'to those
in the commune. When Edith Bogue
tried to speak to her husband by
shortwave radio before she moved to
Jonestown from San Francisco, she was
invariably told, “Sorry, too much atmos-
pheric static. Maybhe next time.” Only
carefully selected members were al-
lowed outside the camp, and even then
their children were kept at Jonestown as
hostages to ensure their retum.

The strict isolation of the communards
was only part of Jones's rule. In the
commune’s final weeks, rehellious teen-
agers were put in Jonestown's “ex-
tended-care unit”’—isolation cells where
they were pumped full of sedatives and
other drugs. “When they came out a
week later, they were changed,” savs
Cordell. “They couldn’t talk to you and
they walked around with empty faces.”
Cult members considered to be guilty of
minor infractions, such as taking an extra
rest period during the workday, were
called on “the floor’” at the nightly meet-
ings. Forced to stand in front of the chair

e

Pukiuhns Presselo
that Jones called his “throne,” they were
harassed and threatened by the armed
security forces until they broke down,
wept and pleaded to be forgiven.

More severe “‘crimes’—attempts to
run away, unwillingness to give person-
al possessions to Jones, direct criticism
of Jones—were punished with severe
beatings. The beatings were usually ad-
ministered by the security forces as the
other commune members watched. On
one occasion, Jones ordered a group of
elderly communards to beat a woman
with their canes, explaining, as one
witness recalls, that ““it will be good for
your hypertension.”

WEIGHTED GLOVES

At other times, ‘transgressors were
herela,

MU LUuaRYy
members of the security forces wearing
weighted gloves. One woman, whose
husband turmned her in to the authori-
ties when he caught her drinking wine,
was lashed 100 times with a leather
belt, When another communard, Tommy
Bogue, 17, tried to escape, he was called
on the floor and beaten unconscious by a
security guard while his fellow com-
mune members were ordered to shout,
“Kill the little bastard.” After the beat-
ing. Bogue was dragged out, shackled in
red-hot metal cuffs and put in a hard-
labor work detail clearing away a section
of the jungle.

There were special tortures reserved
forerrant children. Sometimes they were
taken into a darkened room where elec-
trodes were attached to their bodies;
after the electric shocks, they were told

farnad into having matnhon weid
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‘were hlindfolded, tied to a stake

that was what happened to children who
failed to smile at Jim Jones ¢ “argot to
call him “Dad.” At other hey
. the
jungle and told they would be left there
unti] poisonous snakes bit them,

When Jones wanted to punish chil-
dren especiallyv harshly, he threatened
them with a mythical creature that the
communards called Big Foot. After dark,
a child would be tied up and taken to a
well in which two commune disciplinar-
ians were hiding. The youngster would
be lowered into the well where the cult-
ists would grab his feet, pull him under
the water and then let him bhe pulled
out-—only to be dragged in again and
again. As one commune member recalls:

“You could hear the child screaming : all
the way there and all the way ba-* I'm
sorry. I'm sorry, Father. I'm so .
ther. And if he didn’t scream lc
encugh how sorry he was, then {Jones]

would send the child back down.”

‘WOULD YOU KILL?

Toward the end, Jones called the cult-
ists together for one of his White Nights,
this one a three-day period of brainwash-
ing andintimidation. “Would you kill one
of your children?” he asked. “You would
if youloved them enough.” He pointed to
peopleinhiscaptive audience and asked,
*How would vou kill your child?” When
some suggested a violent method, Jones
said, “Well, I wouldn’tkill them that way.

I would do it gently with a sedative. Ju
put them to sleep.’

Announcing that the commune was
the verge of being destroyed, Jones t+
ordered a 50-gallon vat filled with
ange drink brought into the pavilion.
told the commune members that
must drink, and sacrifice themselves
the Peoples Temple. They would be
to feel dizzy, Jones told them, and wl
they did, they were to move outside {
grassy area and lie down. The comm
members drank. Two women amc
thern, apparently shills, began to mt¢
and toppled over, and suddenly doz
rushed outside and began to keel o
There was no poison in the orar
drink—they had been felled by the pc
er of suggestion. That Wt

Night was just a rehearsal
the deadly performance that

P to come.
il | u
l‘ﬁ '/ —RICHARD STEELE wrh TONY FULLER
& TIMOTHY NATER tn Georgelown
i
#,_'Lir!;\.]_ Age._13
’ Set Avalisr 10 DAD: back to my teacher when

| se by iefecam, condibaesy Avd o Like “haft
J%Mu&d&i@w_&m&ﬂd;&f_

Loaiad DAD asnd x n{rolt& dime pn Ahe  Floor

WM&@M@M@&W&

he or she confronts me in
class . .,

From Osislee Hijton, 84:
.Iam so glad'to be in
Jonestown, This is the

1

happy time of my life.
Started August 18, 1977

Im %;nH:u) beoarse T dﬂ rod . Abceo g Fime  with _afsiore.

when I got her~ ... Lad,
you no tne first white

True confessions: An exercise in self-analysis by a Jonestown youth

Newsweek's Chris Harper exammed
a number of letters that members of
the Jonestown commune wrole 10 Jim
Jones. Excerpts:

From Rosa Keaton, 71:

Thanks for all the wonderful op-
portunities which you have provid-
ed for us al] who are members of this
beautifu] Socialist family ... You,
Dad, have bought six months food
for us here in Jonestown, at the cost
of $675,000. No one else would do
that. You practice the highest princi-
ple of Socialism-Communism than
anvone else in the entire universe.
4 We should emulate vou and Mother
'1 because vou are the best Fatherany-
-4 one can have. Mother is the best

! M\other that we can have . . . I have

given material things, money and
4 time to the cause, but I will not be-
7 trav my trust o the cause knowingly.
i I do not have a commitment to any-

i thing but the cause ... I know that

66

one is due to obey authority and re-
spect authority. [ try daily to be obe-
dient and respectful ... I have no
hostility towards Dad for anything
and I donotregret being in the cause.
1 only am sorry that I did not know
about it 20 years ago ... Up until
1659, I was afraid of eath and dying,
butsince thenI havethoughtofdeath
and dying as just going to sleep. ..

From Larry Jones, 13:

.. I'm guilty because in the states
I would always steal pamphlet mon-
ey and go by ice cream, candybars.
And stuff like that ... I'm guilty
because I do not show enough time
with seniors. I tear down structure in
class. I take advantage of people
kindness. I talk about the states, I
gossip about people, specially sis-
ters. I don't like to stop my games
and listen to the news, I sleep in
service because I like to act had and
tough in front of my friends, I talk

night we had here before
then I was afried to die, I
stood in the rain that
night. I saw divided time
between life and death, I
have not ben aferid cience. I have
something to die for now and some-
thing to live for. I love the little
childrens, see them grow here, them
crying, see them smiling. Watching
the elders, hoping they are glad as I
am because they are here ... I
brought four biankets here. Have
not got one now, someone els have

them. I love to have one nice blan-
ket. Thank you...

From  Stephanie
unknown:

. Sometimes I'm over hard on
the children I teach which Im sure
studds their groth. Im lazy in my
work and I dont put your examples
you show me into action . .. I think
that when people say oh [ want to
dies its selfish as hell and I hate the
fact that people say it. It pisses me
off because they arn’t thinking of the
children that hafe to In- to under-
stand it ... I also think its selfish
because they want to die so bad and
they can take so much pain but they
cant take the pain to work . . .

Jones, age

Newsweek, December 4, 19



4 0 some of his wary colleagues, Rep.
4 Leo Ryvan looked like one of those
moral grandstanders not unfamiliar
to their ranks—a reformer who liked
causes, and liked his publicity, too.
Whether donning jailhouse denims for
an inmate’s-eve view of California prison
conditions or wrapping himself in an
arctic windbreaker to witness the slaugh-
ter of baby seals i, Newfoundland, the
33-vear-old Democrat seldom failed to
get his picture taken in the process. This
fall. when he tried to enlist fellow law-
makers for an on-scene investigation of
the Peoples Temple colony in Guyvana,
he didn’t get a single taker. Said one
Californian wha declined the invitation:
“I just thought, ‘There goes Leo on an-
other one of his things’.”

But to constituents and staffers, Ryvan’s
commitment to oppressed citizens—or
seals—seemed genuine. Qutrage at the
witch hunting of the McCarthy years
propelied him into politics, they said. As
the son of a crusading Nebraska journal-
ist, he displaved an affinity for press
people, and as a Shakespeare buff, he
had an admitted instinct for the theatri-
cal. Yet he withheld announcing the
Guvana trip until after his landslide re-
electon Jast month to avoid any implica-
tion of a vote-grabbing ploy, and aides
claim that reporters, scenting a good sto-
rv, joined the journey largely on their
own initiative. Ironically, they speculate
now, Rvan might have survived the
chancy venture had he gone without the
newsmen and TV cameras.

EYE-CATCHING SORTIES

Lanky, silver-haired Leo Ryan was a
congenital actvist. Bom in Lincoln,
Neb., he emerged from a World War 1L
Navy stint to earn a master's degree in
Elizabethan drama and teach English in
Nebraska. Moving to California, he em-
barked on a political career that carried
him from the city council of South San
Francisco to the state legislature and on
to Congress in 1972.

As the first Democrat from San Mateo
County in 39 vears, he attracted notice
with some of his eve-catching investi-
gative sorties: having al-
ready taught schoo! in
Watls and served eight
davs in Folsom prison, he
rushed off to Newfound-
land to denounce the an-
nual seal-pup “harvest.”
Yet he was not so much
flambovant as headstrong.
“On issues,” savs Califor-
niz Rep. John Burton, “he
would take on anybedy,
sormnetimes just for the
sake of taking them on”

Newsweek

Even though the Peo-
ples Temple stood out-
side his district, he took
it on at the behest of an
old friend whose son had
mysteriously died after
propasing to quit the cult.
San Francisco Examiner
reporter Tim Reiterman,
who had been following
the story closely, got per-
mission to accompany
Rvan, together with pho-
tographer Greg Robinson.
The San Francisco Chron-
icle asked him to make
room for reporter Ron
Javers. Meanwhile, West
Coast free-lancer Gordon
Lindsay, whe had been '
pursuing the story on .
his own, contacted NBC
and The Washington Post.
NBC’s “Today” show de-
cided to send him as a
consultant along with in-
vestigative reporter Don Harris and cam-
eraman Robert Brown, and the Post dis-
patched South America correspondent
Charles Krause.

There was a mutual convenience in
the suddenly swollen Ryvan contingent.
For the reporters, the congressman’s
mission gave them entree to Jonestown.
For Ryan, his aides say, the presence of
reporters and TV cameras seemed to
provide insurance against possible vio-
lence. But inevitably the expedition hit
Jonestown like a blunderbuss. Reporters
began wandering around on their own,
asking hard questions. When tough-
minded fact-finder Don Harris handed
Jones a letter from cult memblers seeking
to leave, it was plainly provocative to 2
man who seemed explosively primed for
provocation. In the violence that fol-
lowed, Ryan, Harris, 42, Brown, 36, and
Robinson, 27, were fatally shot; Krause,
Reiterman, Javers, NBC producer Rob-
ert Flick and sound man Steve Sung
survived {Lindsay had been barred from
entry into Jonestown).

After last week’s funerals for Ryan and

Newsmen Harris, Brown, Robinson: Victims in a chancy venture

S&n Francisco Examiner

AF pbolce

Ryan with seal: A reformer who went on scene

the slain newsmen, there was some ago-
nized reflection in San Francisco city
rooms and network studios. Said one
NBCstaffer: “We hadlongtalks aboutour
fault in sending Harris and Brown. We
believe we did the right thing. But the
toughest thing to face is the question,
would it have happened without a TV
camera?’ Others argued that violence
was implicit in the Jonestown situation
and would have burst forthanvway. “Any
guy wha's goingto hold suicide drills and
pull a trigger is goinf to do it whether
there are cameras rolling or not,” said
ABC news producer Av Westin.

‘ACTION PEOPLE’

Ryan himself was not insensitive to the
dangers, but he followed his usual pen-
chant for investigating things firsthand,
“You have to put fear aside and do what
you think is right,” he told Holsinger on
the eve of the trip. Holsinger recalls that
when Ryan met Harris and his camera
crew, an immediate rapport developed.
“Thev were action people,” he said.“You
could see the camaraderie forming.”
Harris, too, had been trou-
bled by the ““gray area” of
conflicting reports out of
Jonestown. According to
co-workers, he was deter-
mined to get the answers.
But in sad retrospect, it
was as if the adventurous
group had been drawn to-
gether inexorably, for an

appointment in Samarra.
—DAVID GELMAN with GERALD
C LUBENOW in San Francisco,
BETSY CARTER n New York
and bureau reporls



e was a self-proclaimed messiah
<A in a polyester suit, a man who
d kd played God from behind mysteri-

ous dark glasses that gave his followers
the impression that he was omniscient.
With Gantrvesque oratory and “mir-
acles” of healing that were pure medi-
cine-show hokum, he mesmerized his
fock and demanded fanatical loyalty and
adoration. His appeal to the poor, the
biack and the troubled—and his ability
to deliver their votes and their support—
made him a friend of public figures. But
behind locked temple doors, he flaunted
his power over people and forced them
to fulfill his consuming needs for finan-
cial, egotistical and sexual gratification.

PARANOID ILLUSIONS

Jim Jones wanted to be many things: a
con man and a cult hero, a political force
in California and a dictator in his own
Utopia. But as his public and private
lives began to tear him apart and his
foulest paranoid illusions loomed as real-
ities, Jones reached out for the one
dream that probably dominated all his
actions. Godlike, he dealt out death.

Among grieving relatives of the dead,
embarrassed friends of Jones’s in high
places and millions of horrified
ortlookers. the search for answers
will go on long after the last bloat-
ed body has been counted. This
was no firebrand revolutionary,
hut 2 man who preached a nonvio-
lent socialist brand of love and
racial equality. This was not a
Manson, transforming the wound-
ed birds of society into deadly
weapons, but a leader who told
voung people who felt like “noth-
ing  going nowhere” that they
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could “be someone” and do good. “He
had this soft, beautiful voice,” savs a
former member of his Peoples Temple.
In and out of the Temple, it was difficult
for many people to recognize the mon-
ster that was growing within the man
who could always smile and reassure
them: “Just call me Jim.”

Perhaps the story should begin with
the dream, Lynetta Jones was once a
young anthropologist, working with
primitive tribes in Africa and tryving to
decide between her career and marriage.
Torn, she dreamed repeatedly of her
dead mother. Finally, from the far side of
a rver, Lyvnetta’s mother called to her
that she would bear a son who would
right the wrongs of the world. Lynetta
accepted a proposal of marmiage. Her first
child was a boy. And she was convinced
that James Warren Jones was a messiah.

Jim was born in 1931 in Lynn, Ind., a
hamlet of 800 about 70 miles east of
Indianapolis. His parents were white
and his father, James Thurmond Jones,
was a member of the Ku Klux Klan.
Young Jim claimed that Lynetta was part
Cherokee, and would later refer to him-
self with pride as “an All-American mon-
grel.” Tim's father was in poor health and

Twisted love: The Temple sold souvenir lockets

y hands.

¥ 3
(s,

They’re not dirty.”

died when he was young. The family
poor, and Lynetta worked occasiuna
in a factory 20 milcs away, leaving 1
son in the vare of a neighbor. But Jim v
close enough to his mother to give |
reason to keep believing in the drean

“Jim always had several animals,”
calls his cousin Barbara Shaffer. )
took in strays all over town. He hefrier
ed everyone, animals and people.” Ly
etta Jones was thrilled by her son’s w»
with animals. She saw it as a gift fix
Saint Francis.

SEEDS OF HORROR

Raised as a Methndist, Jim was fas
nated by pulpit oratory. "We nsed to pl
pretend-church,” says Vera Price, w
plaved with him as a child. “He'd alw:
be the preacher, standing up maki
sermons.” Another neighbor says tl
even when he was only 7, the boy wo
lace his speeches with calls for str
discipline. “He would have ten
twelve youngsters and put them throu
their paces,” recalls the neighbor, n
73. “He'd hit them with a stick and ms
them cry. He had a power that most be
don’t have.”

High-school classmates don’t rec
any such displavs of power. Th
say that Jones was popular but nc
leader. Thev noticed his growi
interest in religion, but ne
thought of himn as a fanatic, Only
retrospect does anyone claim
have spotted seeds of the horror
come. "I had a hunch someth:
bad was going to happen to hir
says a middle-aped man in Lv;
“He was smartasawhip. Buthel
some strange idcas. He never fi
with the town. He was different

Newswe
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fones in’ grade school and higl
school, at a 1953 choir broadcas
and with the monkeys he sold i
1954: His roots were Methodist an:
his childhood game was’ pretend
church—but one Indiana neighbo
saw ‘a power most boys don’t have

After graduating from Richmond High
School, 200 miles from Lynn, Jones re-
quired ten vears of on-and-off studjes
before receiving his Bachelor of Arts
degree from Butler University, During
that decade, he worked part-time as a
hospital crderly and met and married
nurse Marceline Baldwin. He also be-
came pastor of a Methodist church in
Indianapolis, where his strong integra-
tionist views made him a target of bigots
who jeered him and even tossed dead
cats into his church,

Scon Jones decided that “there was no
love” in the Methodist Church, Disen-
chanted, he carried his message into a
church of his own, the Community Na-
tional Church. He also served briefly as
associate pastor of the Laure] Street Tab-
emacle. But his belief that blacks should
be admitted there stirred up a furor on
the church board, and he became com-
mitted to the idea of his own liberal-
minded church. To raise the money, he
sold pet monkevs door to door, at 829
each. When bigots knocked him off his
bivsele during his selling rounds, he
only grew more determined. By 1956, he
opened the doors of his new place of
worship on North New Jersev Street in
Indianapolis: the first Peoples Temple.

At that site and then at a former syna-
gogue on North Delaware Street, the
Temple seemed to flourish as a model of
integration and liberalism. A soup kitch-
en fed anvone who was hungry. An em-
ployment desk was staffed with volun-
teers who helped people to find jobs. A

December 4. 1978

nursing home provided health care.
Jones and Marceline, parents of one boy
of their own, eventually adopted eight
children of varving racial backgrounds;
they encouraged members of the racially
mixed congregation to follow their exam-
ple. In 1961, Indianapolis Mavor Charles
H. Boswell appointed Jones as director
of the city’s Human Rights Commission.
As his mother’s dream had promised,
Jones seemed to be making at least a dent
in the wrongs of the world.

A STRANGE POWER

But while he remained unshaken by
Jocal bigots, Jones appeared vulnerable
to forces within his own mind. I think
perhaps he started out to do something
good,” savs the Rev. Rayvmond Bosler,
a retired Roman Catholic priest who
served with Jones on the Human Rights
Commission. “But he had a strange pow-
er over people, and that kind of power
tends to go to the head.”

Ross Case_a Disciple of Christ minis-
ter who worked with Jones for several
vears, echoes that theme: “I've never
seen anvone relate to people the way he
could. He would build them up, con-
vince them that anvone as intelligent and
sensitive as thev were ought to do what-
ever it was that he wanted them to do.”

Atabout that time, Jones’s sense of his
own powers drove him toward Father
Divine, the famous black cult leader in
Philadelphia. He took a group of young
prople to visit Divine and returned with
some of Divine’s gospel songs, as well as

the evangelist’s insistence on Berce per
sonal lovalty. Soon Jones instituted a:
interrogation committee in the church tq
question anvone who dared to speal
against him. “He said evenhodv ough
to love him,” says his former associats
minister, Thomas Dickson. “If the:
didn’t. he’'d get awfully violeni—no
physicallv, but verbally.” Adds forme
disciple Judy McNaulty: “I knew tha
was when he got his idea to play Goe
Not too long after that, I got out.”

Those who remained witnessed som
startling changes. The poor people’s so
cialist set up several corporations ans
began flexing his capitalist muscle in th
real-estate market. Going over the ledg
ers of Jones’s profitmaking Jim-Lu-Ma
Corp., one accountant chuckled that h
was glad the Intermal Revenue Servic
couldn’t see the books. Later, when pu
chasing a building for one of his tw
nonprofit corporations, Jones cooliy tol
his friend Case: “We'd better put thi
one under Christian Assemblies, be
cause Wings of Deliverance won’t stan
investigation.”

Cynicism was also eroding the rel
gious beliefs of the voung man who ha
once loved to play “pretend-church.
“He tried to get me to be a ministe
once,” recalls Edward Mueller of Ind
anapolis. “He said there was no easit
way to make it. Once he told me. ‘Ju:
look at my hands. They're not dirty™.”
Mueller was put off by that approach, h
was even more distraught when his 7.
year-old mother turmed over $23,000 i

5



SPECIAL REPORT
cash and property to Jone > ? then
disirherited her son.

Bv 1961, Jones was going public with
_ his doubts. He confessed to his congre-

gation that he no longer believed in the
Virgin Birth—and demanded to know
who agreed with him. Only one hand
was raised—and that single ally was im-
mediately made a trusted aide to the
minister. During other sermons, Jones
began to rant against the Bible. His asso-
ciate Dickson recalls breaking away from
Jones afier the pastor threw a Bible to the
floor and complained, “Too many people
are looking at this instead of me.” To the
consternation of his fundamentalist-style
flock. the man who had walked with
dignity past segregationists who spat on
his adopted black child was now seen
spitting at the Bible.

jones exhorting his flock: An awesome caricature of a Biblical God

As some followers becam.  pr--sy
about him, Jones himself grew res s,
He said that he had a vision of a nuclear
holocaust, and he wanted to find a place
that would be safe from bombs as well as
bigots. He had read a magazine article
about the nine safest spots in the event of
nuclear war, and in April of 1962 he
moved his family to one of them—Belo
Horizonte, a Brazilian industrial city of
nearly 2 million people, about 250 miles
north of Rio de Janeiro.

MESSIANIC IMPULSES

In Brazil the dream seemed rekindled.
Jones and another American, Jack Beam,
threw open the doors of their large house
to the poor and the desperate. Jones took
out newspaper ads offering help to the
populace, and spent almost two years

doling out food, clothing and couns
He ano used that period to stud
work of the fire-and-brimstone Bra
faith healer David Martins de Mi:
who is known to his followers &
“Envoy of the Messiah.,” But J«
own messianic impulses were nev
parent to neighbors. “He told us he
pastor,” said one. “But he n
preached racial harmony and in
tion. I wouldn’t say he had followe

Amid all the good works, hov
there were hints that Jones was
pursued by darker forces. He w
paranoid about nuclear war, one r
bor says, “There were times whe
the sound of an airplane flying ove
would start him erying.” He also
frequently of health problems. “H
me that he had some sort of skin d
that had turned into cancer,” reca
torney Elza Reis Rocha, “He also
a lot about having been operated
some warts and moles on his necl
big fear was cancer.”

In 1963, Jones visited Guyana,
he apparently had his first fleeting
of a remote utopian settlement. Th
mingled fears and dreams drovr
north toward home and 1ndiana.

There his followers sensed st
other change. While his earlier ge
of power grabbing and apostas
been mercurial and sporadic, 1
tumed in a purposeful mood—a m:
hurry. “If vou had money to donate
church, he would still grab vou ar
you,” says former disciple Wanda
son. “But if you didn’t, he woulc
you. You weren't welcome if vou
have any money.” His stay in Braz
seem.d to have heightened Jone:
for exagges.tion. “He stretched .
thing,” says Johus.» “If he broug
people to the altar, he ~ ~+1d say
were twenty.”

LUSTFUL GIANT

Among intimates, his hyp
soared even higher. “You go o
preach me,” he told black assistar,
ister Archie James, “and I'l] bacl
with miracles.” Ross Case says that
Jones returned from Brazil, “Jim
even a Christian.” But the conc
Christianity was very much witl
Jim Jones began telling friends t
himself was Jesus Christ.

In 1965, the messiah rushed onv
Redwood Valley, a hamlet near Ul
far northern California—an area
also deemed safe from nuclear hole
Only about 100 of the Indianapoli
ful followed him, and many left
services focused increasingly on J
God. But California proved
ground for the Peoples Temple. ¢
allv Jones built a new flock that pr
grew to several thousand—abou
fifth of his own inflated estimates.

Among the redwoods, God as
by Jim Jones emerged as an aw
caricature of the Biblical for
scorned—a wrathful, lustful giar
doled out unspeakable punist

56 Newsweck, December 4
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along with his “miracles” and appe:
before various audiences in whatever
shining guise would serve his purpose.
To build ajust society, he told his listen-
ers, people needed a living God rather
than a scriptural one. And Jones was
willing to resort to almost anything to
seize that role.

The “healings” were strictly carnival
stuff. Whitie Freestone, who claims to
have been skeptical even while his wife
was following Jones west from Indiana,
offers an outline of a typical cure: “Jim
had people go to a bouse and use the
bathroom. They would look into the
medicine cabinet and find medicine for,
say, heart disease. Then they’'d get this
person to come to the church, and Jim
would pick the guy out, scare him to
death, and say ‘You've got heart trouble.’
Other times he would tell a person he
had cancer. Then they
would send the person
to the bathroom—usually
Jim's wife would go, too—
and his wife would carry
back a towel with bloody
meat in it. Jim would hol-
ler, ‘Don’t get too close,
that’s cancer.’ But I would
look right at it and you
know, it was the same
piece of meat every week.

I think they kept it
refrigerated.”
Eventually Jones re-

fined the cancer act, com-
manding his top aides to
find a better prop. They
devised a mixture of chick-
en entrails and their own
blood. Then thevleftitina
warm room unti] it con-
gealed into a rancid and
apparently convincing
mess. Jones also allowed
congregations to eaves-
drop on his conversations
with ““spirits”"—aides who
hid in craw] spaces in the
ceiling. Once he even
healed himself of 2 myste-
rious gunshot wound from an unseen sni-
per—and he displayed his bloody shirtin
a glass case like an icon. The stunts were
often orchestrated to suit the audiences.
The elderly blacks who formed a majority
of his followers usually witnessed old-
fashioned tent-revival-stvle cures, for ex-
ample, and visiting radical celebrities
mightbe treated to a seance with the soul
of sainted labor leader Joe Hill.

INTRAMURAL TERROR

Jones was just as meticulous in strue-
turing his congregation. The paranoia
thatwas his constant ecompanion was also
his weapon; he forged lovalty by con-
vincing many members that without him
thev would be killed or imprisoned by
the Ku Klux Klan, the CIA orany number
of free-Aoating forces of evil, But as an
extra safeguard, he encouraged intramu-
ral terror. Members were encouraged to
inform on spouses or children who trans-

gressed, and his supposedly classless
society was set up according to a rigid
and unforgiving hierarchy.

Closest to Jones were a dozen or more
“Angels,” who handled Temple £i-
nances, acted as advance men when he
approached public officials and meted
out vengeance and punishment—per-
haps including the ambush of Rep. Leo
Ryan and his party. The second echelon,
the Temple Planning Commission, was
assigned many day-to-day chores such as
organizing bus pilgrimages to San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles and enforcing
petty rules. But when Jones called for
acquisitions of members’ property, se-
vere public paddlings or the serving of
fake poisonin suicide-practice rituals, he
usually called on the Angels.

He also called on them for sex. Jones’s
sexual self-image was as tormented and
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exaggerated as his religious one. Night
after night he would harangue his follow-
ers about the “curse” of his huge penis,
which he said made women plead con-
stantly for bis attentions. To make that
particular gospel come true, Jones re-
quired every woman who was close to
him to have sex with him regularly. Of-
ten thatidea was instilled early in church
training. “Once Jim handed out a ques-
tionnaire that asked, ‘Do you fantasize
about “Father” sexuallv’,” says former
member Sandy Rozvnko Miils, 19, who
left the Temple three vears ago. ““Here |
was 14 vears old and I was thinking,
‘“What ... ? But we all knew we were
supposed to sav yes, so I said yes.”
Jones was also intrigued by homosex-
uality. "He'd say that everybody else in
the Temple was gay and he was the only
heterosexual,” savs Mills. “And we
didn’t question it. If Father said we were
homosexual, then we must have been
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omosexual.” Straight or not, Jones also
aad several male lovers. But sex with
males was used as a tactic to control,
humiliate or blackmail them. Often he
would require amale follower to engage
in sex with him and call in some female
member to observe or photograph the
act. “He’d explain,” savs Mills, ‘that the
only reason he went to bed with anyone
was to help the cause.”

SEXUAL BOASTS

The contradictions in Jones’s sex life
were as blatant as those in his theology.
On his organizational charts he was
listed as the “main body,” and he took
the term literally. Evervone in the cult
was expected to recognize “Father” as
the only meaningful source of guidance,
discipline—and sex. Jones also took
pleasure im rising above his own rules.
While underlings were
beaten for homosexual
acts, Jones would arro-
gantly faunt his own
such behavior.
Like his crowd esti-
mates at services, howev-
er, his sexual boasts may
havebeenexaggerated: he
once told his attorney
Charles Garry that he had
had sex sixteen times in
one day—with fourteen
women and two men. For
all his posturing Jones had
a scared and secret side.
Five years ago, he was ar-
rested for making a lewd
advance to an undercover
copinalLos Angeles adult
theater. Charges were
dropped because of insuf-
ficient evidence.
The sexual theme was
central to the survival of
the Tersple. Young wom-
en with posters of movie
stars were forced to re-
- place them with huge nor-

traits of Jones. Parents
" were required to prove
their love for their leader by signing
away not only théir possessions but their
children; some signed bogus confessions
claiming that they had hideously molest-
ed their kids. In the Temple, no love
counted but love of Jim Jones. Those
who experienced such twisted love
would not leave and expose his secrets.
The rest, Jones hoped, could not leave—
out of shame and terror of the photo-
graphs and documents they would have
to leave behind.

While old members hesitated to de-
part. new members keptjoining. In 1971,
Jones purchased new temples in San
Francisco's Fillmore district and in Los
Angeles. To create the impression of vast
local followings, he required hundreds
of members toride a fleetof eleven buses
to his sermons at the distant temples.
The groups traveled in the overcrowded
vehicles—with children often sleeping
on overhead racks and some members



Jones with Rosalynn Carter during the 1976
campaign: A polite note from the White House

riding for hours in airless luggage com-
partments—while Jones alone enjoyed a
private compartment at the rear of his
bus. Perhaps the enommity of Jones’s
public mirage can best be shown by the
juxtaposition of those nightmarish all-
night rides against a state assemblyman’s
gushing tribute: “Anvtime you wanted a
crowd, vou called Jim.”

But the public acclaim of Jones‘was all
too genuine. His people eamed much of
it by establishing effective drug-reha-
bilitation programs, clinics and nursing
homes—although much of the state fund-
ing for the latter appears to have support-
ed Jones rather than elderly patients.
lones also had a keen sense of public
relations. He contributed money to local
police forces and to newspapers in “de-
fense of the free press”—and received
kid-glove treatment in return from both
sources. Above all, when a solid liberal
politician needed telephone volunteers,
enthusiastic crowds or a few hundred
crucial votes, Jim Jones was the man who
could deliver.

CELEBRITY STATUS

Jones's clout was strikingly illustrat-
ed in 1975, when he delivered a bloc
of votes that helped liberal Democrat
George Moscone to edge a conservative
rival in a tough San Francisco mayoral-
ty race. The grateful Moscone offered
Jones a seat on his city’s Human Rights
Commission. Jones thought the reward
wush't good enough, or so it's said, and
turned it down. Then he was made chair-
man of the Housing Authoritv. He soon
turned that fairly routine position into
his kind of podium, packing meetings
with his supporters and basking in their
adulation when he solved what he de-
sctibed as crises.

Such Lizarre scenes failed to trouble
many politicians. In addition to Mavor
Mascone, Temple visitors included San
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Francisco District Attormey Joe Freitas,
Assemblyman Willie Brown and Gov.
Jerry Brown. When Walter Mondale
campaigned for the Vice Presidency in
1576, Jones was invited aboard his plane.
When Rosalynn Carter appeared, Jones
helped gather one of her largest cam-
paign crowds-—and dined with her later
at the Stanford Court Hotel.

Ironically, it was his sudden celebrity
status that led to Jones’s ruin. Apart from
an occasional appreciative feature about
one of his community projects, the press
had largely ignored him until he began to
wield political power. But in late 1976, a
San Francisco Chronicle reporter, Mar-
shall Kilduff, proposed a probe behind
the locked doors of the Temple, His city
editor, who had been befriended and
frequently praised by Jones, vetoed the
idea. So Kilduff took the story to New
West. A few months later, Kilduff and
magazine staffer Phil Tracy were ready
with a piece quoting ten Temple defec-
tors about the beatings and misuse of
funds under Jones. As publication
neared, New West editors leammed even
more about Jones’s influence: they re-
ceived protest letters from advertisers,
politicians and even the American Civil
Liberties Union. “Can you believe it?”
says Kilduff. “He had the ACLU tryingto
kill a news story.”

When his pressure tactics failed to
squelch what he knew would be a devas-
tating piece, Jim Jones prepared to move
on again, this time to his leased tract of
27,000 acres in Guyana. As usual, he
built his travel plans on paranoia. Black
followers were wamed that if they stayed
behind they would be put in American
concentration camps. Whites were told
they were on a CIA “enemies” list. And
always, there was the threat of blackmail
and violent reprisal against defectors,
Finally, with the New Westpiece due on
the stands within weeks, Jones slipped
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out of California and wen
to Guvana. “I'm not run
ning away,” he told
friend. “I'll be back.” Bu
he never intended to re
turmn. And when the Aug
1, 1977, edition of New
West appeared, it wa
clear why.

In the aftermath of tha
article, more defectors ap
peared. One, Gwen John
son, told The Indianapoli
Star of beatings of childre
as young as four month
old. In California, oth
ers recalled that Jone
had watched such punish
ments with a bemuse
smile. He was discredited
and his temples becam:
little more than supply de
pots for those who wante«
to follow him to his Guy
ana settlement. And, in
credibly, 800-0dd soul
were ready to do just that

The ultimately tragis
exodus began shortly after the article wa
published, as busloads of beljever
crossed the country to Miami and flew oz
to their promised land. They found
hothouse where the evils of the Califor
nia temples grew like jungle weeds. A
the same time, Jones’s own health wa
unraveling. His hungs w ere racked with
fungus infeciion. A prostate conditior
rendered him.unable to urinate, and hi
had to be catheterized. His blood pres
sure soared and his temperature range:
between 101 and 103, as aides tried des
perately to hold it down by packing thei
leader in ice. Jones was sometimes ram
bling and incoherent; at other times h
was sullen and almost comatose. Th
“Laving God™ was subsisting on risin;
dosages of drugs—and staring wild-eye
at the specter of death.

PARADISE LOST

It arrived in the form of Rvan and hi
media entourage. Jones sat helplessl:
through the visit. Then came the airstri
assassinations. Now Jones’s most grc
tesque fears had come true, and th
world would know of his secrets. He fel
surrounded by real and imagined ir
quisitors—the media, the CIA, the defec
tors in his midst. His $10 million fortun
was useless to him now, So were hi
former friends in high places and hi
powers over his flock. Paradise was
hideous trap. There was only one exit.

Lynetta Jones had died a vear earlie
but perhaps in his last moments her so
believed that he could speak to a spir
who wasn’t secreted in a ceiling. Ju
hefore he put a hullet through his heac
Jim Jones cried out to his mother. !
could have been the final hopeles
shriek of the dream messiah who h;
long ago lost his way.

—PETE AXTHELM wih GERALD C. LUBENCW, MICHAI

REESE and LINDA WALTERS w1 San Francisco, SY
VESTER MONROE in tnchianapohs and bureau repors
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lert! Alert! Alert! Everyone to  they gathered round; some of them, without a
the pavilion!” The Rev. Jim doubt, knew what was in store. “Everyone has
Jones was on the loudspeaker, to die,” said Jones. “If you love me as much as
summoning the members of I love you, we must all die or be destroved
his Peoples Temple to their  from the outside.” Mothers grasped their chil-
last communion. Dutifully, dren to their breasts. “What have they done?”
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one screamed. Jones ordered his medical
team to bring out “the potion,” a battered tub
of strawberry Flavour-aide, laced with tran-
quilizers and cyanide. “Bring the babies
first,” he commanded.

At the fringes of the huge crowd, armed

December 4, 1978
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guards fingered guns and bows and arrows.
Some families edged forward voluntarily. Oth-
ers held their ground. The guards moved in,
grabbing babies from recalcitrant mothers and
holding them up to let “nurses’ spray the poi-
son down their throats with hypodermics. A

Photographs for NEWSWEEK by Frank Johnston—The Washington Post 39
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man shoved a gun into the ribs of Rauletter Paul, who was
clutching her year-old son, Robert Jt. " You dumb bitch,” he
shouted. **You better do it or we're going to shoot your ass
ofl.” Tears streaming down her face, she shot the poison into
the baby’s mouth, and he immediately began to scream and
go into canvulsions. ‘ '

Many walked willingly up to the poison vat and took away
their cups of Flavour-aide. “We'll all fall tonight,” said one,
“but he’ll raise us tomormrow.”” One old man resisted violently;
he was thrown to the ground, hisjaws were pulled open,anda
cupful of poison was poured down his throat. “Itis time to die
with dignity,” said Jones on the loudspeaker.

‘MOTHER! MOTHERY'

After they had drunk their potions, members of the Peoples
Temple were led away by the armed guards and told to lie in
rows, face down. Family groups often held hands or em-
braced. Within minutes, they began to gasp and retch. Blood
fiowed from their mouths and noses. On his raised chair on
the pavilion stage, Jones kept saying, “I tried. I tried. I tried.”
Then he cried “Mother! Mother!” Finally, there was a shot.
Jones toppled over backward, a bullet hole in his head. And a
terrible silence began to settle over the camp deep in the
South Amernican jungles of Guvana.

The apocalyptic end of Reverend Jones and his Peoples
Temple last week was a tragedy that strained all comprehen-
sion. The camage in Jonestown conjured up comparisons
with the Zeualots of Masada, who killed each other rather than
surrender to Rome in A.D. 73, and the 1,000 Japanese
civiltans who hurled themselves from a cliff in Saipan as
American troops took control of the island during World War
11. But in this case it was not the passions of war that had

40 lliustrations for NEwSwEEK by Stan Hunter
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prompted the self-slaughter, but rather the paranoid fantasie
ofa single leader. Somehow, in Jones’s twisted reason, a fact
finding mission by U.S. Congressman Leo Ryan became
mortal collision that left more than 900 people—Jones’
followers, newsmen, Ryan and Jones himself-~dead.

Explanations for the disaster could be drawn only from th
murky pathology of madness and mass indoctrination. Jir
Jones, 47, was a self-appointed messiah with a vision of
socialist paradise on earth and a lust for dominion over hi
fellow man (page 54). He attracted hundreds of fanati
followers, whose fierce lovalty and slavish work on his beha.
smacked of the psychological disintegration tha! accomp:
nies brainwashing (page 72). His success, and its awfu
consequences, posed disturbing questions about the fourist
ing of cults that has given the U.S. evenything from saffror
robed devotees of Lord Krishna to the weird regimen an
ugly threats of Synanon (page 78). It was as if all the zan
strains of do-it-yourself religion and personality-cult salv:
tion that have built up in America had suddenly erupted wit
ghastly force. And to add a touch of the macabre to the tragit
the scene was a faraway jungle outpost where corpses bloate
under the tropical sun and the pile of bodies was so thick th:
the original count tummed out to be too Iow by half.

The heart-of-darkness tragedy at Jonestown actually bega
in San Francisco eighteen months ago when Rvan receive
some bad news from an old friend named Sam Houston, an A
photographer. Houston’s son Bob, 31, had been found deat
his body mangled, in the railroad vard where he worked. Th
day before, Houston told Ryan, Bob said he planned to qu
the Peoples Temple. The police didn’t know whether the
were dealing with an aceident or a murder.

Newswee
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Shaken, Ryan vowed to keep an eye on the
Peoples Temple and he hired a special staff
investigator. Over the next several months,
parents and friends of Jonestown commune
members told him that Jones was keeping his
followers prisoners in Guyana. A former Jones
bodyguard said Jones practiced physical and
psychological torture regularly. Tim and
Grace Stoen, two dissident communards,
claimed Jones was holding their B-year-old son hostage in
Jonestown. And last spring, Debbie Blakey, the colony’s
financial secretary, fled Guyana with the most chilling
report of all: Jones was collecting $65,000 a month in social-
security checks due elderly communards—and running
regular mass-suicide drills.

STAFF WARNINGS

Other sources, however, said Jonestown was a counter-
culture paradise. Jones's attomey, Charles Garmry, a San
Francisco radical who had numbered Huey Newton and
Angela Davis among his clients, called the colony “a jewel

Gres Robimaon © 1978, San Francisco Examiner TNOSE interested in a visit to Jonestown and

]
T

3T

X
vy

gy 45 WP L b £ A
. .l [FT% R +

The vat of poison, jones in life and
death and his throne: A self-appoint-
ed messiah with a socialist vision

that the whole world should see.” Last sum-
mer, Ryan resolved to see it for himself, de-
spite warnings from his staff. “He knew it was
% relatively dangerous,” Ryan's daughter, Pat,
: 25, said last week.

On Nov. 1, Ryan sent Jones a telegram. “1 am

would appreciate whatever courtesies you can extend,” he
wired. On Nov. 6, areply arrived from lawyer Mark Lane, best
known for challenging the Warren Commission’'s report on
the John F. Kennedy assassination. Jones had hired Lane to
collect evidence proving that intelligence agents were infil-
trating and harassing Jonestown. Lane wrote Ryan that if the
congressman staged a “witch hunt” in Guvana, Jones might
embarrass the U.S, by fleeing to ““two ancnvmous countries”
{apparently the Soviet Union and Cuba) that were willing to
offer him refuge.

Ryan decided to go ahead with his trip, and he welcomed
reporters who asked to go along. ““He felt the press was his
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best protection,” said Joe Holsi
ington Post assigned its Sou.
. Churles Krause, The San Francisco wxaminer sent reporter
Tim Reiterman and photographer Greg Robinson and The
San Francisco Chronicle sent reporter Ron Javers, NBC
News assigned reporter Don Harris and cameraman Bob
Brown—both news veterans of Vietnam. “We all assumed
they would be pretty safe—since no one would kill a con-
gressman,” said West Coast producer Sieve Friedman of
NBC’s “Today” show.
Not all the members of Rvan’s party shared the same

M ost of them were lving face down
on the lawns near the banana
bushes outside the pavilion. Husbands
and wives were arm in arm. One man
clutched his dead dog to his chest,
Children, who only hours before they
died were plaving on the nearby
swings, cuddled next to their parents.
Some of the victims wore their best
clothes, probably because of Rep. Leo
Ryan’s visit. A few showed the awful
suffering of their last few moments of
life, the five minutes or so while the
cvanide was taking its effect. Their
faces were twisted into violent contor-
tions, and matted blood was smeared
over them after it had stréamed Fom
their noses and mouths. It was the most
gruesome sight I have ever seen.

I had flown out of Guyana’s capital of
Georgetown, heading to Jim Jones's
commune, in the same single-engine
Cessna that members of Rvan’s party
had taken. The bullet holes in the front
passenger door had not yet been re-
paired, and the back of one seat was still
smeared with the blood of one of the
victims. We landed at Port Kaituma,
where the second plane caught in the
shoot-out, a Guvana Airways green and
vellow twin-engine Otter, had notbeen
moved; its left tire was still flat, punc-
tured by bullets.

We made the final stage of the trip by
helicopter. From the eir, Jonestown
looked like a patchwork quilt: scattered
blotches of brilliant reds and vellows
and blues, slivers of green and silver,
a border of brown. The
chopperbegan its descent,
and the scene changed.
It now resembled some-
thing Jike the midwav ata
county fair, with colorfully
dressed revelers appar-
ently shoving their way
forward to see the attrac-
tions in the main tent
Even up close, it seemed
surrealistic, perhaps the
set of & Hollvwaood maovie
afier a fierce battle scene.

» a Ryan aide. The Wash-
werica correspondent

By Chris J. Harper

Harper

comfortable
aide Jackie . .

I spent nearly two hours in
Jonestown. It was a steamy,
muggy tropical day. The shim-
mering heat and the stench from
about 900 decaving corpses al-
most overcame me. I devised a
makeshift face mask out of a
scrap of chamois, then began to
walk toward the pavilion where
most of the bodies lay. Many
were not recognizable as hu-
man corpses; they had bal-
looned to nearly twice their
size and resembled some sort of
grotesque dolls.

A POISONED FIELD

Amid all the death, I saw oc-
casional, pathetic signs of life,
But it was not human life. Two
parrots gazed at the bodies from
atop a fence. In the classroom of
the commune’s school, I came
across a bowl of tropical fsh.
And in a nearby field, a scrawny
golden-brown mongrel dog was
sniffing, obviously searching for
food. There was a sign in the
field that read: “Danger. Insec-
ticide. Poison.” I have had a dog
for eight years, and I ran up to this mutt
and shooed him out of the field. There
was no reason, I thought, that anything
else should die at Jonestown. But I
knew that once I left, the dog would be
back in the poisoned field—and that it
too would probably die.

The day that I was in Jonestown—
last Tuesday—the Ameri-
can soldiers who would
later remove the bodies
for shipment back to the
U.S. had not yet arrived. A
towering, 6-foot 3-inch
man with a bandolier
strapped across his chest,
Puncho Villa style, greet-
ed me cordially as 1

3 b’f, . f’l jumped out of the helicop-

ter. But he and the other

200 Guyanese soldiers
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wreaption. In Washington, Ryan’s legislati
who was also making the trip, wrote ou
will addressed to uer parents. Speier, 28, also made sure t
Ryan’s own will was in order. The day before the trip, s
tucked the two wills into envelopes and left them in her de:
Then she packed her bags. In Los Angeles, Bob Brown tc
his wife, Connie, and adupted Vietnamese daughter, Ki
that he was having frightening premonitions. The day he
off, he had breakiast with a friend. “Goodbye,” he said.
won’t see you again.”
On Nov. I4, the entire group flew to Georgetown (po

Sentinels: Amid the death, some signs of

kept away from the sights and smel
the corpses. They sat on the porche
the cottages farthest from the pavil
One of them had picked up a crosst
and a pack of arrows—part of the a
nal maintained by Jonestown’s secu
forces—and was idly shooting arr
into the distance, It was one way to
the time. One soldier patiently wal
with me through the field, explai:
that these plants were banana t:
those were “eddoes.”

“What are eddoes?’ 1 asked. “Sc
thing like potatoes,” he answered.

A PERVASIVE STENCH

The soldier was polite, helpful, e
to tell me what he knew. But he we
not go near the bodies, and nei
would a third soldier I tried to tall
He concentrated on ignoring ev
[ ._d Lo Y. L...0 .nenen.
Lllllls athll TIALIL. 11T llaui “IGPP(



ulation: 164,000}, the sleepy, tin-roofe. . alofGuyana.For
atime. it looked as if Rvan might get no 1. her. On Wednes-
dav, he began to dicker for permission to enter Jonestown, a
900-acre enclave carved out of thick jungles 150 miles north-
west of Georgetown. His contact was Sharon Amos, one of the
commune’s public-relations people who presented her un-
welcome guest with long scrolls bearing the signatures of hun-
dreds of Jonestowners. They read coldly, “Many of us have
been visited by friends and relatives. However, we have not
invited, nor do we care to see, Congressman Ryan.” Word
came that Joneswasil] and wouldn’t talk. But Rvan decided he
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wouldgotoJone: ¢ hetherJonés gave permission or not.

Then, Lane and Ga. _ fiew into break up the impasse. The
two lawyers, who openly spoke of the commune’s commit-
ment to integration and egalitarian values, radioed Jones.
“You have two alternatives,” Garry told Jones. “You can tell
the Congress of the United States, the press and the relatives
to go —- themselves. If you do that, it'’s the end of the ball
game. The otheralternative istolet them in—and prove to the
world that these people criticizing you are crazy.”

When Garry and Lane promised to escort the party an.
make sure that things ran smoothly, Jones finallv gave in. Th:
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Victims: Outside Jonestown’s pavilion, members of a family cling to each other in death

fragrant nut in a handkerchief, and
stared sullenly ahead, breathing the
aroma deeply as if it could eliminate
the stench that pervaded the camp.

I walked back to the pavilion, and
went inside. About 50 corpses lay fac-
ing the stage where Jim Jones had
transfixed his congregation with his
messianic mix of religion and hatred. It
was as if the dead were still worshiping
Jones. The cult leader’s body lay where
it had fallen. He was dressed in a red
dashiki and light-colored pants. He had
tumbled off the dais on which his
“throne " sat and he lay sprawled on his
back. the fatal gunshot wound plainly
visible in his head. T saw the woefully
inapt guotations from Santayana and
the Bille: “Those who cannot remem-
ber the past are condemined to repeat
it." “Where the spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty)”” “All that believed
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were together, and had all things com-
mon.” For the believers who flocked to
the Jonestown commune, what they
had in cornmon was death.

A BAG OF DRUGS

Finally, T went into Jonestown's in-
ner sanctum, the cottage where Jim
Jones had lived. An array of boots,
adults’ and children’s, was metieulous-
ly lined up on a rack, but the rest of the
cottage was a shambles. The porch was
littered with heaps of letters written by
the communards, letters in which they
spoke glowingly of Jones and of the
Peoples Temple—and admitted their
own shoricomings. There was a piti-
able quality to them: the handwriting
was infantile, the words misspelled as
often as not, the phrasing banal. Amid
the rubble, there was a large plastic
bag. I poked into it. It was filled with

drugs: Thorazine, Darvon, Pentothal,
Valium.

There were more corpses in the
Jones cottage. Twelve commune mem-
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bers—including several of the camp’s [EY
privileged elite—had carried their %
doses of poison in a bread pan and a S
small metal pail into the house. They |
drank it there and died there. Jones’s Jd
mistress, Maria Katsaris, lay on a bed, [P

her once attractive face discolored and
stained with blood. A family—a man, a
woman, a baby-—clung to each other on
a second bed, and four more victims lay
on the floor. A pail of poison was next to
the corpses, and a small black and
white kitten was crawling among the
bodies, whining. And on walls of the
bedroom were a smattering of cravon
drawings—simple stick figures—done
bv several of the commnne’s children.
turned and walked away.
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two Jawvers made a dash for the  »ont
and caught up with Ryan. His pa. nad
baliooncd to nineteen members includ-
ing nine newsmen and four relatives of )
commune members. At 3 p.m., their ni
=z
w
>

\ Guyanese national anthem—and a ch
i rus of *America the Beautiful.”

Jones then threw a two-hour soul 1
view for his guests. There was an eig]
man band—made up of electric guita
drums and saxophones. Old women sa.
old-fashioned blues. Younger commu
ards wailed modemn soul and rock song
Ryan interviewed 40 commune mer
bers as the show went on. Finally, Ry
stood up, took a mike and said, “I can te
you right now that by the few convers
tions I've had with some of the folks he
already this evening that . .. there a
some people who believe this is the be
thing that ever happened in their who
lives.” The crowd cheered for near
twenty minutes.

BAD VIBES

Twin Otter took off for Ponrt Kaituma, a
small fishing village with a landing strip
nestled in thick jungles 6 miles north of
Jonestown. When they landed one
hour later, they were greeted by an
angry group of Jonestowners, in-
cluding one man with a gun. After
some more bargaining, Rvan’s group
finally boarded a dump truck for the
hour drive to Jonestown on a twist-
ing dirt road bordered with dense
jungle brush.

The scene at Jonestown was sur-
prisingly pleasant. Thev found chil-

drenon swingsinasmall plavground aies ?
and cheenv communards baking If the good vibes were thunderot
bread and doing laundry. Commune Susan Jonnsion they soon began to appear a bit suspe
members trotted alongside the guests, smiling and asking to Ryan and the newsmen. At one point, the congressm
polite questions. Jones’s wife, Marceline, led the welcoming noticed that all of the commune’s elderly white membe
delegation. “You must be hungn,” she said. “The food is were mechanically clapping and swaying to the beat of t
waiting at the pavilion.” She led the party to a building with 2 throbbing soul music. “Look at that man’s face, just look
: - corrugated-tin roof and open walls, where Jones, perspiring his face,”” Ryan said to the Post’s Krause, pointing out T«
b and looking ill, was waiting. He sat down with Ryan and the Kice Sr., a middle-aged white in a gray erew cut who w
b others to a dinner of smoked pork, eddoes (a root vegetable), bobbing about with glazed eyes. But when reporte
- coffee and tarts. The commune’s small band broke into the edged out into the crowd to ask a few questions, mc
Tb Ohisorr—Newsweek
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of the communards gingerly moved away,
Krause had been sitting next to Jor He re-
called that Grace Stoenhad told him that junes was
vain and power hungry despite all his protesta-
tions of humilih—and that he filled out his side-
burmns with eve liner. Krause looked closely. “'It
was true,” he reported to the Post later. Jones
suddenlyexplodedinrageatone ofthe newsmen’s
questions: ““Threat of extinction! I wish [ wasn’t
bormn attimes. 1 understand love and hate. They are
very close.” And when newsmen pressed him on
the reports of physical punishments in the camp,
he shouted, “I donot believe in violence . . .1 hate
power.l hate money. . . Alll wantis peace. I'm not
worried about my image. I{ we could just stop it,
stop this fighting. But if we don't, I don’t know
what's going to happen to 1,200 lives here.”

OVERNIGHTING AT THE BAR

At 10 p.m., the entertainment ended. One of
Jones’s lieutenants told Jones that the reporters
had secured lodgings in Port Kaituma and would
be driven there for the night. The reporters had
made no such arrangement; some argued that
they wanted to stay overnight to get a better fix on
living conditions in the commune. “Get them out
of here. I will not have them staving here over-
night,” Jones whispered to his wife. The news-
men and the relatives were driven to the Week-
end Bar, a tiny nightspot in Port Kaitoma. They
persuaded the owner to let them sleep on the
living-rcom floor of his house nearby. A Jocal cop
told the newsmen that the Jonestowners had at
least one gun, an automatic rifle, registered with the Guyan-
ese authorities,

Ryvan, Speier, Lane, Garry and two others were allowed to
spend the night in Jonestown. Lane went to bed early. Garrv
staved up into the night, discussing the day’s events with
Jones, who was in good spirits. His 103-degree fever had
vanished and he seemed in control. A red-letter day, Garry
told him. Rvan had been impressed—things were going well.

Jones also seemed cheerful the next morning. Ryan and the
other overnight guests were given a hearty breakfast of pan-
cakes and bacon. The dump truck went into Port Kaijtuma to
bring back the newsmen. Then the atmosphere began to sour.
Krause discovered four barnlike buildings that turned out to
be dormitories. When he attempted to get into one of them—
Jane Pittman Place—he was turned away. The newsmen
protested. After Garry and Lane prevailed on the commune’s
leaders to let the reporters in, they discovered about five
dozen elderly communards jammed into a small room with
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Sly pulling a knife on Ryan: ‘Does this change everything?

D kit Rl Wik

long lines of bunk beds. “It was like a slave ship,” said Lane.

Things took a turn for the worse when Jones agreed to sitfor
an interview with Harris. For 45 minutes, he sat stonily under
the eyve of Bob Brown's mini-camera'while Harris peprered
him with hard questions about weapons, drugs and crporal
punishment. Finally Harris asked aboul ilie gun the news-
men had heard about the night before. “A boldfaced lie,” said
Jones. Then Harris showed him a crumpled note from a
communard who had asked Harris for help in leaving Jones-
town. Jones's eyes narrowed slightly and his voice tightened.
“People play games, friend,” he said icily. “They lie. What
can I do with liars? Are vou people going to leave us? I just
beg you, please leave us . . . Anybody that wants to can get out
of here . . . They come and go all the time.”

The possibility of real defectons seemed to have rattled
Jones badly. After the interview, Rvan told him, “Jim,
there's a familv of six here that wants to leave.” Jones grew
furious. I feel betrayed,” he shouted. “It never stops.” “He

Gunmen jump from the tractor-trailer at the airport: A point-blank fusilfade at Ryan, Harris and Robinson
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just freaked out,” said Garry.
“It was as if all hell breke
loose.” When Jones began to
rant about liars and traitors,
Garry stepped in quickly to
callm him. “Let them go,” he
told Jones. “Who gives a shit if
six leave or 607 It won't change
what you've done here.” Jones
mumbled that he had been
stabbed in the back. Garry grew
more and more wormied. “I just
wanted to get out of there,” he
recalled.

At 3 p.m. Saturday, Rvan was
summoned to the pavilion. An
American Indian named A} §i-

mon wanted to leave with his
three children; Simon’s wife re-
fused to let the children go.
Garry and Lane persuaded the
parents to let a court decide the
matter. Ryvan then assured Jones
that he would not call a Con-
gressional investigation when
he returned home. He had just
thanked Lane and Garry for
making the trip possible. With no warming, a Jones lieuten-
ant named Don 5ly grabbed him around the throat and put a
6-inch fishing knife to his chest. “Congressman Ryan, you
are a mother—er,” Sly velled. Garry and Lane grappled
with Slv; Ryan fell free; Sly's hand was cut; blood splattered
on Ryan’s shirt. Jones stood watching. “Does this change
everything?” he asked. ““It doesn’t change everything,” said
Ryan. “But it changes things.”

‘THIS IS HELL'

With Rvan finally aboard, the commune dump truck set off
for Port Kaituma at 3:15. Near the airstrip, the entire family of
Ge:rv Purks caught up with the truck and begged to be taken
along. Parks, his wife, Patty, his brother, Dale, their mother
and two children had arrived in Jonestown last spring. Parks
had buttonholed the congressman earlier and whispered,
“We gotta get outta here, this is hell.” But his wife had
refused to leave—until she saw the commune’s security
forces hauling out a stash of automatic weapons. “They
started getting out the big stuff and she finally knew it was
coming down on us,” said Parks.

Another, more sinister latecomer also joined Ryan’s party:
Ljarm Lavton, 32, a thin, blond, white man who had been one
ot Jones’s close tollowers. “He’s not really going,” obiected
Dale Parks. “This is a plot—something is going to happen.”
The plea was dismissed, but it was prophetic. After the dump
truck left the commune, Jones summoned Lane. He told him
that other communards were also bound for the airstrip. “This
is terrible, terrible, terrible,” he said. “There are things you
don’t know. Those men who left a little while ago to go into
the city are not going there. They love me and they may do
something that will reflect badly on me. They're going to
shoot at the people and their plane. The way Larry hugged
me, a cold hug, told me.”

At about 4:30 p.m., the Ryan entourage arrived at the Port
Kaituma dirt airstrip. At about the same time, a white Cessna
six-seater touched down and ten minutes later, a nineteen-
seat, twin-engine Otter landed. The planes did not have
enough seats for all the members of Ryan’s party. He had
promised to take all the defectors out first and they crowded
nervously forward. “The congressman said I could go on the
first plane,” grumped Layton as the Otter began to load. He
discreetlv made for the Cessna when Ryan personally started
frisking the passengers boarding the Otter.

The two planes began to warm up theirengines. Aboard the
Cessna, Lavion suddenly whipped out a pistol and fired three
shuts, wounding two of the other commune defectors aboard
the plane. Then his gun jammed. Dale Parks and Vernon
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Suspects: Cuft members Mike Prokes and Tim Carter while in custody

Gosney wrestled the gun from his hands. Layton jumped fron
the plane and fled.

At the same moment, Harold Cordell, anocther of the
commune defectors, looked out of the window of the Otte
and saw a Jonestown tractor pulling a trailer onto th:
runway. Men armed with automatic pistols, semi-automat
rifles and shotguns suddenly stood up in the trailer
Gerry Parks also saw the trailer. “Now we're going
to get it,” Parks thought.
His wife, Patty, stood
in the Otter's doorway.
Shots snapped out, her
head shattered and blood
and brain tissue splashed
into Cordell’s lap. Tom
and Tina Bogue, chil-
dren of dissident Jones-
towners, sprinted to the
Otter’'s door. Both were
wounded in a new hail of
gunfire but they managed
to slam the door shut.
“If those children hadn’t
shut that door,” said their
mother, Edith, *“those
gunmen might have got-
ten on the plane—and
we’d all be dead now.”

Ryan and the newsmen
on the ground outside
the Otter were not so
fortunate. Waving aside
Guyanese civilians on the
airstrip, the assassins in
the tractor-trailer bore
down on the two planes,
firing as they came. Reit-
erman took a slug in his
left arm; another fractured
his wrist and blew off his watch. Javers was wounded in the
shoulder. Krause was wounded slightly in the hip. All thre«
sprinted for cover and survived. But the gunmen cut dowr
cameraman Brown at the tail of the Otter. Photographer Gre;
Robinson fell near the port engine, his body riddled b:
hullets. Harris and Ryan dived behind the plane’s starboarc
wheel. The tractor-trailer pulled around the right side of the
plane—and the gunmen killed both men.

Steven Sung, 44, an NBC soundman connected to Brow:

Jonestown passports: No exit

Newsweek, December 4, 1971



wacable, fell 2 feet from the cameraman. He . hisarmover
iis head and feigned death. “The next thing { heard, they
vere walking toward us,” he said. “Someone shot Bob Brown
ntheleg. . . He screamed ‘ouch’ or ‘shit’. , . and next thing 1
inow, the guy came close and blow his brain off . . . the next
hing T know 1 have tremendous pressure, explosion right
1ext to my head and my arm feel like falling apart.” The
runmen walked up to Ryan, Harris and Robinson and fired
soint-blank at their heads. .

As the shooting erupted, a squad of Guvanese soldiers
irmed with rifles stood guarding a crippled Guyanese plane
it the end of the airstrip. “We need guns,” shouted NBC field

®oroducer Bob Flick, who rushed up seeking help. The guards
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turned away. Oddly enc , the gunmen also withdrew,
leaving behind eight w. .nded. The termrified survivors
dragged themselves from the planes. Some fled into the
jungle at the edge of the airstrip. Embassy official Richard
Dwyer, wounded in the thigh, took charge of the others.
Night fell. The survivors huddled miserably, still fearing that
the assassins would return to finish the job. A Cuyanese nurse
refused to come to the field to treat the victims and the local
medical dispensary declined to send bandages and medica-
tion. Some residents even demanded tips when the survivors
asked them to bring water to the airfield. Finally the maost
seriously wounded were placed in an army tent at the end of
the airstrip, and the others holed up in a nearby saloon called
the Rum House,

Back at the commune, Reverend Jones had a very different
plan in mind. At about 5 p.m., the camp loudspeaker sum-
moned everyone in Jonestown to the pavilion. Garry and
Lane walked over, stopping to talk to Jones. He seemed calm
and controlled. “Some of those people who left had no
intention of leaving,” he said. “They went to kill somebody
... and they’ve taken every gun in the place.”

‘WE ALL DIF’

Jones told the two stunned lawyers to wait at a guest
cottage. “‘Feeling is running very high against you two,” he
said. “] can’t say what might happen at the meeting.” At the
guest house, two young communards named Pancho and Jim
johnson stood by the door, rifles at the ready. “"We all going to
die,” Pancho said. “It’s a great moment—we all die.” The two
guards explained that Jones was ordering a revolutionary
suicide to protest racism and Fascism. “Isn’t there any
alternative?” asked Lane. When the two said there was none,
Lane popped up hopefully: “And Charles and T will write
about what vou do?” The notion seemed to please the guards.
They turned to leave. “How do we get out of here?” asked
Lane. Pancho waved some directions, and Garry and Lane
ran into the jungle.

In retrospect, Jones’s plan seemed clear: Layton was to kill
the pilot of the Otteras it was flying over the jungle, causinga
crash that would wipe out Ryvan, the newsmen and the
defectors. Anvone left behind at the airstrip would be fin-
ished off by the gunmen in the tractor-trailer,

Afraid that the plan might fail, Jones prepared his followers
for death. First he sounded the alarm for a White Night, the
sect’s suicide plan. With a shock, Stanley Clayton, 25, a cook,
realized that this was no drill. Ordinarily, Jones allowed the
cooks to skip White Nights because they had to prepare food
for the commune when a drill was over. This time, a grim

Cuyanese soldier examines social-security checks given to Jones, American troops take the dead to Georgetown
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badvguard came to the camp Ftohen and ordered the cooks to
the pavilion,

Standing at his throne, a wo ~'n chair on a raised dais
inside the pavilion, Jones told t  crowded assemblage that
Ryvan’s plane would fall from the sky. Time passed. Nothing
happened. Finally the camp’s dump truck retumed from the
airstrip. Twe of Jones's Jieutenants rushed up and whispered
o him. He grabbed a microphone. “The congressman is dead

. and the joumnalists,” he said. “The GDF [Guyanese
Defense Forces) will be here in 45 minutes . . . We must die
with dignity.”

A JUG OF CYANIDE

Inatent nextto the pavilion, Larry Schact, a medical-school
graduate who acted as camp doctor, prepared avatof strawber-
1y Flavour-aide. He dumped a quantity of painkillers and
tranquilizers into the pinkish-purple brew. Finally, Jones
ordered Schact and Joyce Touchette, one of the leaders of the
commune, to bring forth “the potion.” Half-gallon jugs of
cvanide was then poured into it. The tub was placed at the
edge of the pavilion. Jones ordered the mothers of Jonestown

to bring their children forward, and the killing began.

For a while, Jones sat calmly on his “throne” and watched
the carnage unfold. More and more members began to balk,
The resistance angered Jones. He finally stepped down from
the throne. With guards at his side, he waded among his
followers, whipping them on to finish the ghastly rite,
“Humry, hurry, hurry,” he shouted. “The man was crazy,” said
Clayton. “"He was out of his mind.”

In the swirling confusion, a few of Jones's followers man-
aged to escape. Clayton, a street-wise kid from San Francisco,
told guards he had been assigned to count the living; he made
' his way to the camp’s library tent, hid, then fied into the
jungle when a guard at the tent door tumed aside. Odell
Rhodes, 36, leaned against a fence, waiting for his turn at the
poisen tub and thinking “about a chance to get out of there.”
When anurse asked him to go to the camp’s nursing station for
a stethoscope, he eagerly volunteered; he hid under the
. building until the enforced suicide ceremony was nearly
over. Then he managed to sneak ofl into the jungle. He made
it to Port Kaituma—and sounded the first alarm on the
Jonestown apocalypse.

Befare Guyanese authorities could reach the camp, Jones
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Coming home: The bodies of newsmen Brown and Robinson arrive in the U.S.

and his inner circle completed the suicide pact. A ©
squad pc  1ed the commune’s water supply in an attem
kill cattle, ¢~ “ens and pigs. Mr. Muggs, the camp’s m:
monkey, wa.  ot. Two brightly colored parrots, a tankf
fish in the commune’s scheol aquarium and one yellow
survived, not much more. Jones’s mistress, Maria Kats
and eleven disciples put their poison cups in a bread pan
small pail and carried them down to Jones's house, Five
in one bedroom, seven in another. Katsaris was shot. W
the death trip was nearly complete, Jones finished it: he ;
gun to his head and pulled the trigger.

Lane, 51, and Garry, 69, heard the shots as they plur
into the jungle bevond Jonestown. They struck gut fo
road to Port Kaituma. Emerging on a trail lined with ca-
plants, and catching sight of two strange men hauling |
on their shoulders, they ducked back into the bush and s
there for 26 hours. Lane ripped strips from some extra s
underwear to mark a trail, and the two lawyers event
reached Port Kaituma, considerably on the outs witt
another. “'It was utter madness to go in there,” Garry s:
anguish last week. ““Mark Lane knew about everything
guns, the drugs, the
cide pact—and he
told anvone.”

1t took Guyanest
thorities more than h
hours to reach the st
ed survivors of the
party, in part becaus
Port Kaituma airstrij
no lights for night
ings. At about 6 a.m
frst Guyanese Army
arrived. The sun
were flown to Ge
town that aftemoon
the evacuation plane:
ed off, the dazed surv
could still see the 1
of Rvan, Harris, Rob
Brown and Parks
where they fell. Th
Air Force dispatc!
C-141 medical ple
Georgetown, and th
Iy wounded were f
back to Androw
Force Base near Wa
ton, where they wt
covering last week.

The sight that m
Guyanese troops
they entered Jone
was as horrifying as anything out of a Hitlerian death
Bodies lay everywhere. The troops also found a
crammed with 803 U,5. passports and scores ofsocial-s¢
checks that the older members had tumed over to
More than $1 million in cash also turned up.

ANXIOUS RELATIVES

For a time, how many people had died in Jonestow
very much a mystery. After making 2 preliminary co
the victims, Guyvanese officials set the fgure ¢
373, then at 409. The discrepancy between that numl
the total cache of passports sparked rumors th:
dreds of communards had fled Jonestown for the
Anxious relatives in Georgetown and the United
cautiously hoped that Jones might not have taken
flock with him,

Their hopes were dashed. The U.S. Governme
patched a team of graves-registration and body-ide
tion experts to Jonestown to help the Guyvanese meas
toll and to return the bodies of the Jonestown victir
terse news conference, Air Force Capt. John Mo
spokesman for the body-removal task force, said the

Joby McDermatt

Ne



i
z‘
|
:
!
3.

SPECIAL REPORT

.ount of the Guvanese had been
“wiriously in error” He set a
rovised figure of 780 "“with more
1o come.” The problem, he ex-
rlained. was that the bodies had
fulen in stacks. Adults lay on top
of ¢hildren. big people on small
people. making it easy to miss
auony of the victims. As the body
Jetail worked its way inward from
ti.e perimeter of the dying ground
to the center, the stacks grew
Jevper—and - the count rose to
niore than 900,

Air Force pilots made a last
wweep over the jungle beyond the
commune looking for survivors.
Choppers flew low, announcing
mer loudspeakers that it was safe
to come out of hiding. “*'There
were absolutely no  sightings,”
-aid one U.S. official. “They must
he dead, they must be dead,” wept
(Jaire Janaro, who sat sobbing in
the Georgetown Hotel as the search went on. She had hoped
that her two children, Maury and Daren, had somehow
cscaped death.

Not all of the communards died in Jones's holocaust. In
Washington, the State Department and FBI warned police in
S.an Francisco and Los Angeles to look out for mare suicides
inthe Temple's surviving enclaves. None occurred last week.
[t Port Kaituma, police arrested Lavton and charged him with
Kiun’s murder. They also took into custodv—and later re-
li-used—three of Jones's lieutenants, Mike Prokes, Tim Car-
tor and Mike Carter, who turned up in Port Kaituma after the
deaths. And they arrested Charles Beikman, charging him
with the murder of Sharon Amos and her three children.

‘AN INSANE ELEMENT’

In Georgetown. the cult’s office was sealed off, and 46
followers. including the basketball team, were put under
lruse arrest. Steven Jones, 19, leader of the Georgetown
Temple followers, disavowed hisfather. “There was aninsane
vlement in the leadership,” he said. Despite the disclaimer,
«ame Jonestown survivors said they feared the younger Jones
«~ much as his father.

A C-141 militarv air transport
brouuzht the bodies of Ryan and the
newsmen backtothe United States.
The congressman’s body was in a
metal casket. The newsmen werein
plain. wooden coffins., Harris was
buried in Vidalia, Ga., where he
had started out as a local radio
hroadcaster and where local people

The coffins of Jones and his flock: Communal end

Jot Brennels—KRON-TV

Tim jones, a san of the cult leader, views the carnage

the Peoples Temple. State Department officials said that they
had warned Ryan of flying in a small plane over uncharted
jungle into a dirt airstrip that was remote, far from local police
protection and beyond easy reach of the two-man United
States mission in Georgetown. They also maintained thatthey
had wamed Ryan that the Peoples Temple had become “in-
creasingly hostile” to outsiders. “But at no time did any of us
think that there was any phyvsical danger to his person,” said
one unhappy department officer.

‘JONES BECAME A DEVIL

The future of the Peoples Temple was another intriguing
question. Less than three dozen of Jones’s followers were
left in the Temple’s bufl, brick church in San Francisco last
week. Eleven adherents turned up there alongside lawvers
Lane and Garry for a post-mortem press conference. j:ines
became a devil,” said Lane. “If you cannot be God, you
don't just fall back to the rank and file . . . If you win, you're
Moses, if vou lose, you're Charles Manson.” The remaining
communards denied reports'that Jones had organized a team
of trained assassins. They said thev would trv to keep up the
Temple’s anti-racist, humanitar-
ian good works. But from the
beginning the Peoples Temple
was very much a one-man show
and without leader Jones, it
seemed unlikely that it could
survive,

As for Jones, there was some
worry for a time that he wasn't

Boh Sherman—-—Camers &
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really dead. In the Bay Area last

still knew him by hisoriginal name:
Durain Humphrev. Rvan was
luri-d onagloomy, rain-washed af-
teriwon in South San Francisco.
Dazens of congressmen, and Cali-
fomia’s Gov. Jerry Brown attended
illnr teremonies in Golden Gate Na-
tinnel Cemetery. In the will that
wide lackie Speier had attended to
}winrt the trip, Ryan had asked to
e Liied in that place so his “ghost
wih L looking out over the bay he
fed so muaeh)”

. Hud Rvun and the newsmen real-
v understood what they were get-
"z ointo when they set off for
lotestown? Some of Rvan's aides
¢hareed angrily last week that the
i\f-‘-"' Department should have
etonore alert to the dangers of

week, worried defectors from
the Peoples Temple kept body-
guards posted against the possi-
bility that he still had hit men in
place to carrv out vengeance
against those who had left him,
But a metal coffin with the name
“Rev Jimmie Jones” scrawled
uponitarrived at Dover Air Force
Base in Dover, Del., when the Air
Force began ferrving the Jones-
town victims back home last
week. When they opened the cof-
fin, the body inside was unrecog-
nizable. A technician had to pecl
the skin from one hand to make a

set of fingerprints. It was Jones.
—TOM MATHEWS with CHR!S J HARPER,
TONY FULLER and TIMOTHY NATER in
Guysna, GERALD C. LUBENOW in Sen
Francisco and bureau reports
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Cultists
Planning
Suicide?

; From Prews Dissatches
* bead of the Justice Depart-
' ment's criminal division said
+ Thursday the government is
. looking inte reports of possi-
' ble suicide pacts among
survivors of the People’s
' Temple.
But Phillip Heymann said
tkere may be little the
- federal government capn do to
¢ prevent anyone from commit-
4 ting suicide.
1_‘*- “It’s not a federal crime to
séommit suicide” he sajd.
*ewe'll try to figure out a de-
zpent thing to do” if the re
I 'ports turn out to be valid.

, *"Heymann expressed great .

‘:,-reluctance to discuss an
“investigation by the Secret
- Service into an alleged “hit
list” of officials and other
"individuals who may be the
targel of assassination plans
by members of the People’s
Temple,

“It’s wildly inflammatory
to talk about it,” Heymann
said. He said, however, that
the government could bave
power to prosecute if there is
solid evidence of a conspiracy
to kill certain public officials
who fall within the govern-
ment's jurisdiction

The government’s primary
responsibility is looking into
the killing of Rep. Leo J.
Ryan, D-Calif., who died with
four other persons in an at-
tack at an airstrip in Guyana.

Beymann said the govern-

ment’s other primary concern
is offering assistance 1o help
Guyanese officials probe the
deaths of more than 900
members of the religious cult
who died in a suicide-murder
ritzal,
*. Heymann also said the Jus-
dice Department civil division
was looking into the possihil-
fty of recovering from the
People’s Temple the cost of
Aransporting the dead cult
dnembers back from Guyana.

WASHINGTON — The

Meanwhile, Guyanese po-
Yice said Thursday that most
of the Peoples Temple cult
members who have been
cleared by an investigation of
the deaths at the Jonestown
comimune will be released

B00n.
! Cecil A. Roberts, deputy
«crime chief, indicated some
*of the remaining 72 American
survivors in Guyana could be
‘released late this weekend.
Be said the eight survivors
-who already have returned to
‘the United States were al-
lowed 1o go because of their
“age. The youngest was 61.
Seven arrived in New York
‘late Wednesday and took
flights home to California.

* At Dover Air Force Base in
Delaware, federal officials,
reversing an earlier decision,
plan to perform autopsies on
the Rev. Jim Jones, two of his
close aides and four randomly
selected bodies from the mass
deaths in Guyana.

One of the aides is Maria
Katsaris, Jones's mistress,
. who allegedly gave a suitcase
containing a large amount of
"money to three members of
*the People’s Temple who es-
:caped the death scene.

.+ The other aide is Dr. Law-
‘rence Schacht, a physician
.member of the cult who al-
;legedly mixed the potion of
:soft'drink, cyanide and drugs

i

sthat Jones's followers drank.
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* 1978, San Francrsco Examiner /Greg Fobrnyg

9

h knife attack on Rep. Ryan grabbed the compound’s attention as the tense visitors prepared to leave— -



i

fc‘iaow
allowing NBC

" TPA. San Francasca

Robert Brown some close-ups (abowe),

-

the visit, the Flav. Jim Jones was cordial,

kel
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ment said today,

said.

The causes of death of Jones
and his immediate family were not

disclosed.
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82 children,
his wife were
among ViCtimS ” Today the State Department

. however said those numbers were

By Jim Willse
Examiner City Editor

GEORGETOWN, Guyana —
Peoples Temple leader Jim Jones
and 382 of his followers died in a
mass suicide-murder at the Jones-
town mission, the Guyana govern-

The bodies of Jones, his wife,
and one of their children were.
_tentatively identified today, the !
s+Guyana Ministry of Information

Former members of the temple
1fere on the site of the 46-year-oid
Jastor’s jungle compound to make
iEentirications. They reported find-
ing the bodies of 82 children, 138
men and 163 women.

Guyanese troops and national po-
lice to the reote compound. An
estimated 800 members of the
religious group from San Francisco
were reported unaccounted for
initially.

Il calculated on an outdated census of
the mission residents. An estimated

100 persons are now reported either shootings.

10 he at police stations or hiding in .

the bush.

minister of information, also re-
vealed today that some victims
were found with gunshot wounds
that ‘“‘were not consistent with
suicide.” She said some of the
victims did not die violently and
were presumed to have been poi-
.soned.

The victims were discovered

by Guyanese police forces, who'

were airlifted 10 the mission after
U.S. Rep. Leo Ryan and four others
were murdered at a nearby airstrip
Saturday. ‘

Steve Katsaris of Ukiah. Calif..
a school principal and father of a

- mState Department officials
“said a plane carying the hedies of
Ryvan and the other victims-of the
airport massacre was expected to
arrive in to the United States
“tomorrow at dawn, and that aut
sies had heen completed as
quired by Guyanese faw.

. ® Guyanese police have arrest-
ed one suspect. Larry Layton. form-
erly of Ukiah, in the airstrip

® Temple lawyers Mark Lane

| and Charles Garry returned here
Shirley Field-Ridley. Guyanese

early todav from Jonestown and

' told of the final moments inside the
compound as the Inassacre and
', mass suicide were initiated by

Jones.

ﬂ ® Survivors of the massqbre

were airlified to hospitals in Puqrto
Rico and Washington, D.C., an} a
group of “concerned relatives™ also
was flown out of the country.

# Ahout 15 defectors from the
jungle mission made their way
safely here, where they were under
protective custody.

In a press conference this
morning. Field-Ridley said addi-

temple member, described the cult* tional searchers were sent to Jones-

as “a pack of crazies.” He predicte
that by today, “they will _\ﬁ ’

- gdead.”

town to continue the hunt for the
missing mission residents.
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sone_inav  have gone Into the
ﬁm:ﬂ raises a wHUITTIOW area
of problems such as exposure. We .
have to find what happened to the
Ficld-Ridley said more than 100
sgirchers were in the vicinity of
the mission. The cleared area had
heen combed. she said. and the
search has been expanded to the
surreunding tinnherland.

She said one temple member
pave authoritics a statement indi-
cating, that mission residents had
lined up before a tub containing a
poison brew and had been pre-
pared to drink the substance.

Ficlds-Ridley said the Guy-

Calls about Guyana

The U.S. State Department has
designated a special phone number
for inyuiries from relatives- and

friends ahout Americans in Guy--

ana. The numbhber is (202) 632-6610.
i

1

s pecial office to list the identjties of
the suicide victims. She said she
hoped some names would be availa-
bie later today.

Consular officials from Ameri-
can embassies in neashy countries
also were en route to Georgetown, a
State Department official said to-
day. :

ajmse government is establishing a

‘ment spokesman Tom Reston said,™

“There<"dre alarming indications
that membhers of the Peoples Tem-
ple in Guyana are engaging in mass
suicide.

. “Another Pcoples Temple
member, who says he escaped from |
the temple and walked 20 miles . ..
reported that some 200 members of
the temple were taking their own
lives.” .

About 15 defectors, some of‘
whom walked the 37 miles from .

" Jonestown 10 Matthews Ridge, were

. are fanatjes.”

Guyanese Deputy Prime Minis-|

ter Dr. Ptolemy Reid flew by

helicopter to the site todav to!

oversee the search and identifica-
tion efforts.

Katsaris had to abandon efforts

to get his daughter, Maria, out of

he mission when his son, Anthony,

as injured in the Saturday shoot-
ng.

He said temple members often
held bizarre suicide rehearsals and
sipned undated suicide notes be-
fore they left California for this
South American nation.

In Washington, State Depart. ;

under police protection at George-
town, :

Sherwin Harris. whose daugh-
ter Liane apparently was killed by
Harris' ex-wife, described the group
as “ahsolutely raving lunatics. They

The jungle shootout occurred
as members of Ryvan's delegation,
accompanied by journalists, tried to
help at least 16 defectors hoard two
aircraft headed back to George”
town.

The group was part of a Hous)u:
International Affairs Committee in-
vestigation into charges that temple
members were being held in the
commune against their will.

According to reporters who
had been at Jonestown, a temple
member had given NBC correspon-
dent Don Harris a message saving,
“Please help me gel out of Jones-
town." .

The following account is based
on various sources.

About an hour beforc the

group was to leave the mission for
Port Kaituma, the group of defec-
tors had grown to 20.

Since they could not all be
seated on the available aircraft,
Rvan planned to remain at the
mission with some defectors and
accompany them to the airstripi

later. { _ T

47 . Ih his own interviews witp
“Jones, ‘Reiterman said. the churc
Qeader was bloated, sickly. and sb

But the plans changed dramati-

cally when a knife-wielding assail-

ant IANEEd at the congressman and!

“but others lay

tried to stab him, reporters said.

T ———
The assailant was pulled away
from Ryan by temple lawyers Lane
and Garry, and the group hastily
serambled aboard a dump trugk
and made their way to the atrstri.

As they started 1o board the
planes — a small, single-engine
Cessna and a 24seat Guyapa Air-
ways craft — the group noticed a
red tractor and trailor seen eartier
at the temple,

“It Jooks like troubie.” Examin-
er reporter Tim Reiterman said to
Examiner photographer Greg Rob-

" inson. :

As passengers were bheing
frisked, Reiterman said, “with
heart-stopping suddenness, the first
shot was fired.” :

“The cue was followed closely
by several other gunmen on the-
tractor and a loud series of pops
echoed across the field,” he said.

Some ran for the nearby brusn,
wounded near t‘me
plane.

The assailanis walked calmly to
the wounded and shot them point-
blank in the head with shotguns,
reporters said.

t;;gﬁeraman Bob! Brown's face —
i . 2 Loyt

2 > reporter Ron
J A . AL

x brain was blown out
{ bis bead."

Guyanese soldiers armed with
M-16 rifles who were guarding’ a
disabled government plane nearly
did not intervene, reporters said. Lh

They helped find shelter for
the wounded, however, and the
survivors spent a tense night, won-
dering if their attackers would
return.

During the long hours of dark-

P ness, defectors confirmed ugly ru-

mors about the temple and Jones.

1100 lheedrrr—Pi rn Ay nnasalAd ctoamed v



“Jones has struck us as a
matmah*® Javers sMd>=We
watched him as he kept taking pills
until he seemed dazed by them. He
fisted a whole catalogue of diseapes
he said were afflicting him, startjng
with cancer.”

In addition to the 53vear-old
Ryan, a San Matco Democrat, the
murder victims included Examiner
photographer Robinson, 27, NBC
News reporter Don Harris, 42;
rameraman Brown, 36. and Patricia
Parks, 42, a mission resident origi-
nally from Ukiah.

Their bodies werc taken to a
Georgetown funeral home. Under
Guyanese law, autopsies must
performed before the bodies af
released. '

Nine persons wounded in thie
attack. and one relative who suf-
ered a stroke at the Pegasus Hotel

-in Georgetown, were flown on an
E\ir Force C-141 transport plane to
3an Juan, PR., and Washington,
D.C., yesterday for medical treat-
ment.

Those who deplaned in Puerto
Rico were taken to Roosevell Roads
Naval Base. They included Anthony ;
Katsaris, suffering from a bullet

" wound to the chest; Beverly Oliver,.|

who was shot in both feet: her
husband, Howard Oliver, who suf-
ered a stroke at the hotel, Vernon
s0sney, 25, who underwent surgery
or a bullet-punctured spieen, and
Y.S. Embassy official Richard

Dwyer ™~

Fied to getown

Gosney Wi % defector from
the jungle mission.

Mrs. Oliver, who failed in her
efforts to get her two sons, Bruce,
20. and William. 18, out of the
mission, said she thought the pair
knew of the impending massacre,
but refused to warn her outright/]

“qul it, Mom. we know wha{
happening,” she said they told her

“They were trying to protect
me,” she said.

Other survivors were flown to
Andrews Air, ¢ Base in Wash-
mgon and then were taken to

ATTQRNEY N!ARK LANE __. . -

- LAWYER CHARLES GARRY.
He told about ‘paradise

e
Malcolm Grove Hospitat=—m . -0

They included Reiterm#n’ siff-*
fering from superficial g ;
wounds to the left foreamsn sy
wrist, in satisfactory cond#tion:
Ryan aide Jackie Speier, extenswe
gunshot wounds to the right'tjgh
and elbow, satisfactory [
NBC sound man Steve Sungodhé
surgery last night for removal-afg
bullet in the shoulder and forearm,
satisfactory condition; Javers, in
stable condition with X-rays being
taken to determine if surgery is
needed for a gunshot wound to the
left shoulder; and Carol Boyd,
uninjured but being treated for
shock and emotional styatar—
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[Arthur, Steve Cook. Fred Kir-
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off. John Jacobs, Don West, Matt
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Glines, Lee Romero, Sid Tat '
Peter Bhatia, David Cole,
Charles Cooper, David Flores,
Roger Ogleshy, Courtenay Ped-
dle, Bobhie Hess, Paul Berning,
Jane Carrolt, Timmothy Inneg,
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Smiley Farkas. Carol Ness, Ja £
Muckey, Ken Miller. Jack Lync
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arasl’

el

1978, San Francisco Examner /Greg Robmson

AN AT PEOPLES TEWPLE

27, TOL . LEO RY o
) ' THE REV. JIM JONES, RIGHT; D REP. LE 3 on
thzul;a%“:n\é?;ff durfng their first meeting, after the congressman spoke at agricultural miss



' Eainer/G;eg Rohinson. ¢ 1878, San Francisco Examiner
THE REV. JIM JONES OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE———
Late feports from Guyana list him among many dead



T Exammerf Tim Henterman Y 1973 San Franclsco Examinm

Greg Roblmon Pltricla Parks and (rear) Robert Brown




Examiner/Greg Robinson, 1978, San Fral_tdsoo Examiner

BLOOD FROM PREVIOUS ATTACK STAINED RYAN'S CLOTHES
Knife  wielder tried to stab congressman at mission, but was disarmed
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Step by

1953. An unordained minister
named Jim Jones opens a small
interdominattonal church in Indi-
.apapolis, Ind. The 22-year-old mini#-
ter sells imported monkeys for $29
each to raise money for a nev
church building. g

1961. Jones becomes an outspo-
-ken advocate of civil rights in a city
once the bome of the national
office of the Ku Klux Klan. He was
-named director of the Indianapolis
Human Rights Commission.

Early 1960s. Jones spends two
vears in Belo Horizante, Brazil, as a
-missionary. Stops off in Guyana for,

a short visit.

196). Jones returns 10 indianap-
alis. His church is now called The
Feoples Temple Full Gospel
Church, affiliated with the Discrt
ples of Christ. He claims to serw
more than 1000 free meals pal

©week. i

1964. Jones is ordained as a
Disciples of Christ minister.

1965. Jonés moves 10 Redwaood |
Valley, a smal] wine country town |
near Ukiah, about 100 miles north |
of San Francisco. Takes about 100 ;
. Indiana followers, both black and | -
white families. Claims Redwood
Valiey will be a safe place to ride
out a coming nuclear holocaust.

Indianapolis newspapers run
«tories describing Jones’ faith heal-
ing. He ¢ 1ims the ity s “racist.”

Late 1960s. Jones knits toge
an inner city congregation in tije
ral setting of Redwood Valley
quires 11 buses, a new parsoh-

age, a new wn church with
_baptismal swimming’pool.

al

Massacre in Guya
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o7 1971, Jones-aburch purchases |

the Albert Pike Memorial Temple, a

sbuilding at 1858 Geary boulevard

Jwned by a branch of the Masons.
e also bought a second church in
05 Angeles.

: 1973. A church vanguard party
.of less than 20 visits Georgetown,
suvana. Jones has an image of a
‘Fefuge and model community in
-the tropics, free of big-city prob-
Jlems.

>+ - Early 1974, A lease with a limit
of 27.000 acres is negotiated with
¢he Guyana government, which has
placed the temple in an area
pontested by Venezuela in a border
dispute.

I+ November, 1975. San Francisco
rity elections give Jones a chance to
show his political muscle.

-+ - “1976. Jones named to San Fran-
Iisco Housing Authority by Mavor
Liearge Moscone. Three Jones aldes

ven patronage jobs there in clerk
a#ad supervisory positions. Jones'
réonal lawver, Tim Stoen, hired
- District Attorney Joseph Freitas.

:-7-August and September, 1977
News stories hostile to Jones, first
appear in New West magazine, then
in Jocal newspapers and televisioﬂ
stations. Ex-members charge tha
*Jones beats followers behind closed
Hoors, fakes healings t¢ win con-
~prts and has accumulated over $5
milliop in property and cash dona-
tions.

- Awvgust, 1977, Jones dictates his
resignation from Housing Authori
1y by shortwave radio from Guy-

a. Never returns to US.

Mayv, 1978. Freelance wriur
K#hy Hunter leaves Guyana affjr
unsuccessiul-atdempt to visit Jones.

i : d
Claims temple member harasse
her, .and foilowed her around

Georgetown. y
June 14, 1978, Chronicle inter-

er Ron Javers held overnight at the
Georgetown airport”Ryan and 1he
others check into hotels. :

Nov. 15-16, 1978.  Negotiations

view with Deborah Layten, 25, who gyer the visit to Jonestown.

a month earner slipped out of

[ :'nonestown settlement, descnbgs!
pyass suicide drills, armed guards i
upiform, and continued publu':
beatings before 1100 Jones follow

E

'charges by radio from Jonestown

idtculous to re[uge.“
mog:)d:.c 7, 1978. Congressman Leo

Ryan announces that he wil} visit

estown, Guyana. ‘
on Neov. 13, 1978, R)EnF leaves meﬁ

f

.'%rancisco at the head of a 20
blember group, including aides,
{olatives of temple members and

he press.

i
Nov. 14, 1878 Chfanicle report-

it

n entourage

Her mother, Lisz, calls the\

Nov. 17, 1978, Ryan and his
visit Jonestown, are fet-
wd at a “cultural festival” of singing
und dancing, and relurn to the
village of Port Kaituma where they
spend the night- .‘

Nov. 18, 1978, A second day ot
the temple mission. Despite pre-
vious festive visit, Ryan finds signs
of trouble. Passed notes {rom meny
bers who ask to return. A man
wnges at the congressman wi
‘knife. Attorney Mark Lane gr
_ the attacker, who i wounded.

Group waits to board for’
turn flight when tractor and trailer
' pull up and open fire. ‘

Rvan, NBC pewsman Don Har-
ris, NBC cameraman Robert Brown,
" rExaminer photographer Greg Rob-
‘inson and Patty Parks, a temple
member attempting to leave, are all

itted. . .

!1 At Georgetown's temple hea
| quarters, Sharon Amos slashes her
| throat after killing her three
| children. :
‘ Nov. 18, 1978, 300 10 400 M}E
of temple members are fourd,
bresumably suicides, by advancipg

uyana iroops.

Nov. 20, 1978 _;Iones is ldenti-

fied as one Bf The suicide victims.-
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\C'PF TRERTN M r gkt by Sem Framcisre Evusimer photoprepher (

Members of Leo Ryon’s group waited Saturday for their planes at the airstrip at Port Kaituma; this was the last phote
’ kv Grea Robinson
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_GEORGETOWN, Guyana
(AP) — Between 300 and 400
bodies have been found by
troops who raided the Guy-
ana jungle camp of a Califor-
nia sect whose members kil-
led five Americans, Including
Rep. Leo J. Ryan of Califor-
nia and wounded 10 others,
Guyana Information Minister
Shirley Field Ridley said
today.

The dead were believed to be victims
of a mass suicide by poison, Miss Rid-
ley told The Associated Press. -

The information minister said no one
was found alive in the Pecple's Temple
settlement at Jonestown, in northwest
Guyana, where about 1,100 Americans
had been reported living in the jungle.
Most of them were Californians who
followed the Rev. Jim Jones, founder of
tﬁe People's Temple, to Guyana last

ear. There was po indication what
ppened to other members of the com-
munity.

In Washington, the State Department
said the U.S. Embassy in Georgetown
had received a report from the local
police that “it appears as if a5 many as

480 members of the Jonestown People’s
Temple community may be dead.”

Rehearsed :

A California psychologist wha
accompanied Ryan fo Guyana to try to
get his daughter ouf of Jonestown said
members of the group rehearsed mass
suicide and signed undated suicide
notes before they left California.

“They will all be dead tomorrow,”

Hundreds found dead in
_apparent mass svicide

A

LEO RYAN
| Ryan, accompanied by aidgs..repaf-
|ters, relatives of some sect mem-
bers, came to this former British colony
on the northeastern shoulder of South
America last week to investigate
reports of large-scaie abuses of mem-
bers of the religious group.

The congressman, 53, was killed by a
shotgun blast as he attempled to take
several disenchanted members of the
sect back to Georgetown by plane.

A knife-wielding assailant had
1&‘2[1101&1 to stab Ryan earlier while
the congressman was visiting Jones-

members of Ryan's group
disarmed the attacker, and Ry as
not injured

The dead included three newsmen
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newspaper, clty and state.)
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D Being Investigated

Police found the bodies of a woman
member of the sect and her three
children Saturday night at a People's
Temple commune in a Georgetown sub-
urb. A police spokesman said the
woman apparently killed her children
anaTominitted suicide. -

ﬁﬂn- a California Democrat, was kil- ' wounded had a stroke. The U.S. Embas-

sy said they were all Americans.
Survivors of the attack said a band of
black and white members of the Peop-
le’s Temple opened fire with automatic
weapons and shotguns as Ryan and his
Rz;l;ty were boarding planes at the Port
tuma airstrip, eight miles south of
own and 150 miles northwest of
eorgelown. P—




An.San Francisco, a People’s Temple
spokesman who identified himsell as
Archie James denied members of the
sect did the airport killings. -
Saddened

The dead were Ryan, reporter Don
Harris, 42, and cameraman Robert
Brown, 36, both of NBC News and both
Los Angeles residents; Gregory Robin-
son, 27, a photographer for the San
Francisco Examiner, and Patricia
Parks or Parker, 18, who was trying to
escape from Jonestown. Her home
address was not known.

A White House statement said Presi-
dent Carter was saddened by Ryan's
death. “It was his drive to get informa-
tion at first hand that led to his tragic
death,” the statement said.

Lawyers Mark Lane and Charles
Garry came to Guyana with Ryan to
act as counsel for Jones. Lane, who had
been reported missing for hours, was
not harmed and was in Georgetown,
ﬁﬂ%%% to his staff members in

emphis, Tenn . :

i———' DONHARRIS ———

{ .There was no word on the wherea- |
bouts of Garry, who survivors saud
‘remained behind at Jonestown to try to ]
‘negotiate the release of another settler. |

One survivor, NBC field producer
Robert Flick, said the killers fired 50 to
75 shats at Ryan’s group as the planes
wore being loaded.

“People were being wounded and 1al-
ling to the ground. As they fell, people ;
with shotguns would walk over and at *
Jpoint-blark range shoot the victim in :
the head,” Flick said in an account |
broadeast by NBC. “That was how .
Ryan and Harris died” o

According to Flick there were eight |
to 12 punmen, both black and white. !

The government flew troops to Port
Kaituma Sunday, and Flick said they
arrested nine suspects. A Guyanese
government spokesman in New York,
!Jack Gelinas, said one of those arrested
was an American named Larry John
Leylon His home address was not
known. o

San Francisco Chronicle reporter
Ron Javers, recounting the attack, im
which he was wounded in the arm, said °
cameraman . Brown “kept filming
even as the attackers advanced on him
with their guns.

“I saw Brown go down. Then 1 saw
one of the attackers stick a sholgun
right into Brown’s face, inches away, if
th];al ... Bob's brain was blown out of his

xad.”

Although wounded, Javers dodged
gunfire and ran into the marshy swamp
beside the air field He and other
survivors later returmed to the plane.

“Leo Ryan was on his back ... lying in
the mud _. his face had beer) shot off,”

JaVers saud.
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Suicide act

B———r—

rehearsed

Woshington Post Service

WASHINGTON -
Ultimately, when they
could do no more for their
leader, the followers of
the Rev. Jim Jones did
just what he had
programmed them to do
— they died for his brand
of socialism.

Throughout the 15year
history of the People’s
Temple, Jones constant]
used fear of violent dea
or persecution as a tool to
mold his band of ex-cons,
drug addicts, misfits and
lost souls into a cohesive,
almost military congrega-
tion.

“Suicide was ingrained
}n his philosophy,” ong
ormer cylt member sai
M y. Everyone who
joined People’'s Temple
not only entered into a
suicide pact, but frequen-
tly rehearsed the morbid

act with Jones.
Beatings

A master manipulator,
Jones frequently used
public beatings and pep
talks to impress upon his
followers the fact that the
United States was on the
verge of & fascist takeov-
er and anti-black race

War,

When he took some
1,200 of his followers to
the jungle of Guﬂana in
South America, he told
them they were enteri
“the promised land’
according to a relative of
one who went.

A close relatlve of 71-

ear-old Marshall Farris

Francisco sald
Farris “was under some

kind of hypnosis. He just
picked up and left his wife
of 40 years — and never
talked to her again.” .

The relative tells of
stories of rehearsed suici-
des and faith-healings
designed to make Jones
at least appear to have
total control over his
commitnity.

Trouble

Jones told his disciples '

that trouble was almost
imminent, and that they
should be prepared to die
“for socialism” rather
than submit to insurgents.

According to former
cult member Tim Stoen,
Jones fregquently &l;t(.) his
congregationn ugh
tests. “He would pass
around a brown liquld"
Stoen said in a West
Coast TV interview tele-
cast Monday, “and tell
everyone to it. After
they drank it, he would
tell them they would die
in about an hour.
Meanwhile, he would ask
them to stand up one by
one and tell the group
why they were proud and
honored to die for social-
ism.” .

Then, after an hour
went by, Stoen added,
Jones would tell his fol-
lowers that they would
not die, and that he had
just conducted a test of
their loyalty.

“There was constant
talk of death,” another
former resident of Jones-
town in Guyana, Deborah
Layton Blakey, said Mon-
day. “In Jonestown the
concept of mass suicide
for socialism  arose,
because our lives were s0
wretched anyway, and
because we were 50
afraid to contradict Rev.
Jones, the concept was
rol chaliénged ™
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tifg fgﬁ‘}lﬁm‘;‘m’ Guyana, Nov, 22—A USS. military air- Intell.
Jonestowgn t:u the first bodies of dead Americans from Laborotery
St back 1o e Vo e e Cey MEBL e
umg-e érest 40 badly decomposed b;d?;;- zﬁfﬁ?mn Plan. & Insp.
mas, Mdd?%]}ma} sun for four days since the forced Rec. Mgnt.
Temple, w more than 400 members of the Peoples Tech. Servy,
» Were put into plastic body bags and flown here Troining

Public Atfs. OH. ___

e

‘Tbey are among near)

_ Tbey 200 bo
ldinuﬁed at Jonestowrn c{unn g th
# team of U.S. and Guyanese officials

gunshot wounds. +
Cardboard na

tified, including those of

and at least tw i
(athered. wo childre

See GLYANA, A§, Col. 1

" GUYANA, From Al

-~ W hile the military team worked on
, the bodies in Jonestown, Guyana de-
fense force officers continued to
search the surrounding forest for 300
to 400 other Jonestown residents who
dicappeared when the more than 400
olhers were forced 1o commit suicide,
At least 32 have found their way
out of the rain forest and are now in
Georgetown making statements to po-
lice and receiving medical attention.
The police bere have supplied the
press and public a iist of these sur-
vivors. Another 46 of the eultists who
were at their Georgetown headquar.
ters at the time of the killings remain
under police guard.

The whereabouts of the others from
Jonestown remains s mystery, and
questions of whether they fled or were
pursued out of Jonestown, or whether
kost of them are now dead or alive,
pemiin unanswered.

One Jonestown aurvivor, 32-year-old
Larry Lavton, was arrigned in ecourt
here this afternoon and charged with
murder in connection with the killing
of Rep. Leo J. .Ryan (D-Calif,) and
four others in a congressional fact-
finding mission that was ambushed by
gunmen after leaving Jonmestown on
Saturday, sbortly before the mass sui-
eide.

dies that have been
e last three days by

with the help of
shorily before
Ple, Jim Jones,
himself died of

( me tags were tied wi i t
WTists of the bloated. rotting boc;fes SJIaLF ad becs e
Jones. his wife. hijs mjstr

. ess
D be was believed to have

!

it

As about 1000 Guvanese waited in
the steainy heat outside for a glimpse
of him. Lavton was brought before a
magistrate jn a crowded courtroom

where the hot, humid air was barely

stirred by a slowly whirling ceiling
fan. The magistrate informed Layton
that he was charged with five counts

.*sf murder. three more counts of at-

tempted murder and one count of dis-
charging a loaded firearm.

The penalty for first-degree murder
in Guvana is death.

When asked #f he wanted a lawyer,
Layton said, “I would like to.” These
were the only words that Layton. an
American whose place of origin in the

United States is not known here, ut-

tered during the bearing.

The magistrate ordered Layton beld
without bail in the central jail bere. If
be does not hire a lawyer, one will be
appointed for him by the couri.

After the bearing, Leyton was led
past 680 or 70 reporters and court em-
ployes in the courtroom and through
a crowd outside by a phalanx of police.
He refused 1o answer questions
shouted at bim by reporters.

Lavton has been ldentified by sev-
eral survivors of the airstrip ambush
as a trusted follower of Jones who
pretended to he among the defectors
that Rvan was taking with him from
Jonestown,
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! Lavior. went inside the s. - of
the two charier planes and Aan
. firing at the others on board, wound-
ing several. A Jonestown defector
aboard the plane. Gail Parks, wrestled
the gun from Lavton, who then ran
out of the plape, according {o the wit-

nesses. .

Other gunmen from Jonestown, some
of whom have been jdentified by the
other defectors, then rode up ip a
tractor-pulled trailer, spraying every-
ope with bullets and killing Ryvan,
three American newsmen and another
Jonestown defector and wounding sev-
eral others. Police are checking among
the dead in Jonestown and searchiug
in the rain forest for these other gun-
men. :

After the shooting ended at the air-
strip, according to witnesses, Layton
turned up among them, pgain posthg
as one of the defectors. He was apol-
ted, bowever, by those who saw Bim
shooting in the small plane and was
grabbed and held for Guyanese police,

‘Police also have under arrest two of
Jopes’ top lieutensnts, Mike Prokes
and Tim Carter. They are being held,
without formal charges, as “prime sus-
pects” in connection with the violence
at the airstrip and in Jonestown after
being arrested in Port Kaituma not
far from the airstrip. where police
found them carrying guns and more
than $1,000 in cash.

Among those in the cult's ‘George-
town headquarters is Jones' son Steve,
of the Jonestown basketball team,
which had plaved the Guyanese na-
tional team Friday nigbt before the vi-

.+ olence in Jonestown.

Al a heavily guarded press confer
ence bere Tuesday morning, the
young Jones denied accusations by
former Peoples Temple members and
survivors from Jopestown that mem-
bers of the basketball ieam were
trained sharpshooters who frequently
practiced with guns in the {forest
around Jonestown.

Guvanese autharities have given no
indication whether any of the 46 in
the house are suspects in any crimes,
are considered undesirable in Guyana
or are being held for their own pro-
tection.

After three days of indecision, and
some disagreement between the gov-
eroments of Guyaps and the United
States, the U.B. military moved
quickly today to set up the airlift of
bodies put of Jonestown for shipment
back to the United States. The mili-
tary task force. under the command of
Army Col. Williamm 1. Gordon, the di-

. rector of operations for the U.S.
Southern Command in the Cabpal
Zone, has established a command
post, harracks and medical center at

Matthews Ridge, 20 miles from Jones-
town, which is 120 miles west of here.

After technicians tag and pack the
bodies 10 body bags in Jonestown, an
ugly task st this point, the helicopters
ferry the corpses to Timehri,

At the alrport ls a *“holding area”
where the bodies are belng taken un-
til they are put on military eargo
planes for the journey to a military

. base in the eastern United States.

“There in very little we can do to
preserve the bodies,” acknowledged
the U.S. military spokesman on the
scene here, Air Foree Capt. Jobn Mos-
catelli. “We are placing them in body
baps” which he said are then sealed,
“Rut it’s attll not going to be a pleas
ant operation.” .

A military spokesman said there is
no longer much effort to identify the
remaining 200 unidentified bodies

ecause thev no longer are in shape
(o be identifed on sight even by
people who had known the deceased.
Dental records and other means will
bhave tn be used by experts in the
United States {o try to complete the
task, he added.

Moscatelli also szid it was not part
of the military task foree's mission
here toc #elp Guyanese authorities
gearch for the bundreds of Americans
missing in the dense rain forests sur-
rounding Jonestown.

“Our major mission right now.”
Moscatelli said. “is to assist the Guva-
nese government and the U.S. Em-
baszy here in removing the bodies
from Jonestown.”

The military task force is accompa-
nied b; security personnel, he saicl
who carry side arms to protect .S
personne! and property.

1
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Survivor Says Man y Were Murdered =~ —

SOME CULTISTS FORCED TO DRINK POISON

United Press Internations)

!
gommune in Jonestown,

Guyana,

says hundreds of the cult's members
were killed and did not commit sui-
cide.

Stanley Clayton, 25, said hundreds
of persons balked at the ‘‘final drink”™
and the cult leader, the Rev. Jim
Jones, left his chair in the central
pavilion accompanied by guards to
personally pull people toward the p01—
son pots.

Clayton said the entire group was
surrounded by dozens of guards

armed with pistols, rifles and cross-
bows. His account was given today in
a copyrighted article in the Chicago
Tribune.

While some took the poison volun-
tarily, Clayton said, hundreds had to
be forced. Sometimes the poison was
administered intraveneously by the
nurses and the commune’s doctor.

Throughout the ordeal, Clayton
said, Jones urged followers to hurry
up, referring to the poison potion as
“the last and only drink."”

AS HIS FOLLOWERS died at his

See SURVIVORS, A+$
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SURVIVORS

L. Continued From A-1
feet, Ciayton quoted Jones as saying:
“I’ll see you in the next life. I'm
finally going to my rest. We'lt finally
be at peace.” o

Clayton said Jones first called his
followers together and told them
Rep. Leo Ryan, D-Calif., and mem-
bers of his party had been killed. He
then said, “Who is against taking
their own life?"” : )

Clayton said one woman identified
as Christine Miller told Jones, “I
have a right to do with my life what I
want and you have no right to take
my life away [rom me."”

Clayton quoted Jones as saying, “'I
can't leave any member of my
tamily behind.”

Clayton, who belonged.to the sect
for seven years, said he managed to
escape by making the guards think
he was looking for survivors and then
ducked into the jungle when they
weren't looking.

Several hours later, he said, he
heard shots coming from the camp

~

e ———————

and guessed the guards were killing
those who survived the poison.

ANOTHER SURVIVOR, Odell
Rhodes, a J6-year-old pative of De-

troit,

Bave reporters this account:

“They (the medical team) took
equipment into a tent, used as a li-
brary and school, large syringes
minus the needles, plastic contain-
ers, with the poison. .

**“They would draw an amount out
in the syringes and administer it by
simply squirting it in ‘pecple’s
mouths: Then they would give them a
small drink of punch to wash it
down.” : :

“The first adult to die was a young
mother with'a small baby maybe 114
years old in her arms.

““Many of the children volunteered
to take the poison . .. I can't say
why most of the people were found
face doWwn.”,

“‘They were lalling all different
ways. Parénts were talking to their
children . . . and Jones was urging
the parents to tell their children that
it was not painful. The children were
crying..

“Jones said, ‘We have to die with
dignity,’” because of what the United
States was doing to the community.

“Jones was sitting in & chair and
he was very calm.

“] NEVER BELIEVED wholly in
anything and I couldn’t buy it. .. 1|
didn’t believe that killing myself was
my way of solving anything.. . .~

“Suddenly the loudspeaker called;
‘All people with weapons, come up to
the assembly area.’ When they left I
worked my way from building to
building to the back of the compound
and then down through a [lield into
the brush.

“1 didn't think the guards would
commit suicide ... they were a
clique . . . they didn't mix much wit
other people. ‘

Asked why Jones did this, Rhodes
said: “‘He thought that if the Parks
(a family of defectors) were allowed
1o leave and got away with it, others
would come from the United States
and take away their family mem-
bers. -

‘“Jones couldn’t see his organiza-
tion break up . . . he had a tremen-
dous ego.”
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Georgelown, Guyanoa (UPI)
—The government of Guyans be-
n its own investigation into the
onestown mass suicide yesterday,

dering troops into the jungle
tommune to look for documents
any other clues {0 the deaths
more than 900 members of a
ifornia religious enlt.
There was growing evidence that
It leader Jim Jones had ordered the
suicnde in a fit of despondency
er fears that a United Slates eon-
ssman’s investigation eould mean the
of the cult brifore Jones could make
gements to transfer it to Cuba or
Soviet Union. -
Jones, who hed turned increasingly

rrist in recenl months, spoke fre-
ently in his sermons of Laking his

untries, and one of bis legacies was a
itcage containing $500,000 in cash apd
ructions to take §t io the Soviel
bassy to further his plans.
But the mass suicide began before
Ee;money eguld be delivered hy three
. members of the cull—Tim Carter, 28, of
Boise, Idabo; his brother Mike, 20, and
v ﬁchael Prokes, X2, of Modesto, Calif.
¢ Fhey stashed the sulicase in a chicken
! ¢oop and were picked up by Guyanese
! authorities. Guyana later confiscated
fhe money. ' . - -
: ( 7 % Beedy hotel reoms
Thirtyiwo survivors of the suicide
sat around their seedy hotel rooms or
napped while gwaiting transportation te
the United States. Another 46 at the
ecult'’s beadguariers in Georgetown re-
mained under heavy ‘guard. One of the
46 has been charged with murder in the
deaths of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif).
and four other Americans; another was
i ¢harged with the murder of a mother
, and her thres children at the headquar-

Te A e L

e —
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Guyana troops probe cu

More answers to tke mystery of
Jones' Jast bours of decision were piec-
ed together from statements from the
few survivors including Tim Carter,
who carried the puitcase of money that

contained a letter 1o the Soviet Embas-
sy in Georgetown.

Apother possible cJue came from a
pole apparently written hy Jopes in &
{it of despondency following the airport

- killing .of Ryan and his reporied fear

that Ryan's. investigation of repormis
that temple members were being beld
in nearslavery would mean the end of
the. cult. ,

The FBI in Washington was study-
Jpg what it called a two-paragraph mote
‘of despair found on Jones’ body. Is
conlents were not disclosed and hand-
writing experts were checking to see
whether Jones actually wrote-ibe nele.-

In washlngion. the State Deparl-
ment decliped yesierday to comment on
sny aspects of the inyestigations sur-
rounding the Joneslown massacre.
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Georgetown, Guyana—Guy-
;anese soldiers searched through a
“steaming jungle yesterday for
hundreds of American religious
zealots who fled their remote
compound after the suicide-my
der deaths of at least 409 felld
cultists. ﬂ

Some were shot, but most ap-
parently lined up and took doses
of: cyanide poison mixed in a tub |
wlth flavored water. A witness

d poison was spoon-fed to ba-
bles.

Several hundred bodies were }
sprawled around a communal "
mecting hall, packed so closely |
together that many had fallen :
across others who had died min-
utes earlier. Some had embraced

as they died.

By dark, police and soldier

had found only 12 survivors froi
alpong the estimated 500 to 9

who had fled into the bush.

N

JAl of the settlers were believed
to be Americans, most from Cali-
fornia.

Those—wio were kill? or-tapk
their own lives perished at about

Poison spoon-fed to babies’
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the same time Saturday that en- -

raged menTbers of the sect at-
tadked an investigative group led
by Rep. Leo J. Ryan of San Mateo
at la dirt airstrip. They kiiled
Ryhn, three U.S. neswsmen and a
woman from the settlement.

By midafternoon, soldiers re-
ported counting the bodies of 163
women, ]38 men and 82 children.
A ]j)oliee spokesman said later the
toll was 409 as the terrible task
continued at the settlement in this
small South American country
tucked beside Venezuela. He said
bodies still were being found.

Reportedly uncovered at the!
same time was $1 million in cur- {
rency and checks.

Also found in the fields, huts
and dormitories were 17 shot-

uns, 14 rifles, seven pistols, a

lare gun and large amounts of |
aménunition, government officials
said.

Among the dead were Jim
Jones, founder of the People's
Temple setlement called Jones-
town, his wife and one of their
sims.

Jones, the offspring of an inter-
racial marriage, and his follow-
ers, both blacks and whites, es-
tablished the inland settlement
last year. It was carved from the
Jungle in an isolated region 150
miles northwest of Georgetown
and 50 miles east of the Venezu-
elan border.

White House press secretary
Jody Powell said President Carter
and his wife, Rosalynn, expressed
.their “shock and grief” and Cart-
er “certainly is taking a personal
interest” in the tragedy. }

Charles Kraus, a reporter fr.)rl
the Washington Post who was
vrith the Ryan party Saturday but
cL:aped death, was in a pool of
Jjournalists permitted to return to
Jonestown with government
forces yesterday.

He said Jones had been shot in
the head and was one of the few.
to dic from a bullet wound. Jopes’ *
body, clothed in black pants and -
a colored casual shirt, wag ‘oo 8 -
stage of the meeting hali-Kramy -

32 o)
saj o

=

-
{

of bodies were packed..

Scorgs of
in the !%H a round pavilion about
120 feet in diameter with a roof
but no walls, he said. Other

bodies were virtually in Yiles out--
side the hall and in small groups-
farther away. :

Government investigators told
reporters Jones apparently had
shot himself. They said most of
the dead drank the fruit-flavored
water spiked with cyanide, but it
appeared some had poison inject-
ed in their veins while infants
were fed the deadly doses.

Jones' wife and son, ane of the -
| couple’s seven children, died of ;

poison, the investigators said.

In Washington it was an-
nounced that 150 U.S. servicemen
are being assembled at various
bases to %x: flown to Guyana and
evacuate the bodies.

John A. Bushnell, head of .the
special State Department task
force on the Jonestown tragedy,
said the servicemen will fly to,
Georgetown and then go to Jones-
town by helicopters and transfer
the ies back to Georgetown.
He reported a group of 29 U.S.
military specialists also would be
flown in to help identify the dead.

Christopher A. Nascimento, a
Guyanese cabinet minister visit-
ing New York City, said one rea-
son establishment of the setile-
ment was approved was refer-
ence letters submitted by Jones.
He said the People’s Temple sup-
plied about 60 letters, including
ones signed by first lady Rosa-
lynn Carter, Vice President Wal-
ter F. Mondale and several con-
gressmen, that complimented

He told the reporters Schachi
prepared the cyanide Porivn and
the doctor and two nurses ladi
it out, starting with the infants by
spooning or squirting it into thigr
mouths,

Adults lined up and received
the poison drink in Eaper cups,
sipping it there or taking it back
to their places to join friends and
relatives in a death toast, Rhodes

'said.

Armed guards were stationed
around the group, he said, and
one woman who first refused to
take the poison drank it after oth-
ers shouted, “No, no, if Father
says to do it you should do it!™

Jones was called father by his
followers,

Rhodes said the original plan
was for all the people in Ryan's
main aircraft to be killed by a

unman who would pose as a de-
?eclor and get on the Elane, then .
kill the pilot, causing the plane to
crash.

He said the man got on the
secondary aircraft by mistake (i
the tiny airstrip in the village
Port Kaituma, eight miles south
of Jonestown, then started shoot-
ing, and other armed men on a
truck-trailer also opened fire.

When the killers returned 1o
Jonestown and it was known
somc members of Ryan's group
had escaped, the suicide ritual
was ordered, Rhodes said.

He said People’s Temple mem-
bers in Guyana and the United
States had been planning a simu}-_
taneous suicide ceremony Eg:?

Tmomhs, to be carried out if the

Jones and his followers for their €ode “white knight” was med

activitics in California.

Odcll Rhodes, a 36-year-old
tcacher and one of the camp sur-
vivors, told the pool reporters
elaborate preparations were
made for the mass suicides and
killings triggered by Ryan’s visit,

Rhodes said he remained

through 1the first part of the sui-’

cide ceremony, but when a Dr,
Lawrence Schact said he wanted
a8 stethoscope, Rhodes volun-
teered—to-get it and hid-in the
ju_ns}e' s ,‘c"‘-_ e

”cast.

Rhodes said the code ap arz#:t-
ly was not broadcast, and Jones
summoned his followers to the
death mecting by telling them
over the loudspeaker, “The time

as come for us to meet in anoth-

"er place.”

According to Rhodes, Jone

used.the loudspeaker afier Byan's

party had left, 10 announce he



had ordered the deaths of the
{ongressmen and ail other mem-
bers of his party.

Another survivor, Grover Davis,
7%, iwld the pool reporiers he re-
alized whai was going to happen
as the scttlers were being directed
to the meeting hall and he ran
into the bush and hid.

A woman who gave her name
as Hyacinth Prash and said she

as m her 70s was i}l and re-
shained in her cabin where she
iipparently was overlooked.

Blood had seeped from the nos-
es of many of the dead, and there
was a frothy substance on their

lips.
Doctors said it probably would

? D1y woul
have taken ahout bive minutes for

the poison to bring death.

Government officials and wit-
nesses said about 1,000 acres of
the 4,000 acres leased by the Peo
ple’'s Temple had been clearcd,
and the settlers were cultivating
bananas, orange and grapefruit
trees, okra, potatoes, corn and
cassava, a tropical fruit.

In San Francisco, Dr. Carlton
Goodlet said he had examined
Jones in August and found he
was seriously ill. Goodlet, Jones’
regular doctor, said, “'1 insisted he
gq;into the hospiral.”

fhc would not discuss Jones' ail-
ment, but Donald Freed, a writer
wto zalso had visited Jones in
Guyana in August, said Joncs told
him he was terminally ill, possi-
bly with cancer, and that he was
"cf;stressed" about the illness.

American lawyer Mark Lane,
who escaped from the jungle
camp just Eefc»re the mass deal S,
told reporters of terrifying hours
he and another attorney, Charles
Garry, spent in the camp and the
rainy jungle late Saturday and

unday.

| Lane, a prominent champion of
:bmroversial cases and a legal

unsel 1o the sect, said he and
Garry were barred from a mass
meeting at the camp but heard
residents discussing commupal
suicide over a louds

_death as'patt of our stfuEie:™

—_—

~

aker. Tdbe!
said.ope spoke of “the beauty of, Mother!

The cultists reportedly had

said he heard many bursts of au-
iomatic fire and streams from

long consifered mass suicide i ' the camp.

they felt their sect threatened.
Jones and the sect had been un-
der invesligation ip California be-

Guyapese Information Mim‘sF T

shirley Field-Ridley told repojt-

fore he founded the Guyana " ers that most of the bodics foul)d

camp.

California p&iice and the FB
had bleen alerted to the possibility

of cult members in San Francisco!

who raided the cam
signs of violence, though some
had gunshot wounds.

Sunday by a company of troops

showed Do

“} really can't find the words ...

also committing suicide, but po-! we're all in a state of shock,” she
_lice said there were “no signs of said, visibly shaken.
t anybody administering poison 1o |

themselves or to others.”

The People’s Temple in San
Francisco was quiet yesterday,
with a lone guard standing at the
steel fence. Angry residents of the
predominantlyr{;lack neighbor-
hood told reporters nobedy had
paid atiention to them wheo they
asked that the sect be investigat-

Lane said the Jonestown meet-
ing began at about § p.m. Only 40
minutes carlier, a half-dozen sect -
members had attacked Ryan's
group at the airstrip where they
were trving to fly out somc disen-
chanted sect members. '

Lare, being guarded with Gar-
ry in a building some distance
from the meeting, said he had
heard medical personnel were
preparing poison ip a large vat
somewhere io the camp. - i

He said that from their vantagelé
point they also saw a dozen men ||
take “many” automatic rifles
from a shed. - : l

One of their two guards told
them, “We are all going to die
now,” Lane said.

“They werte smiling. The
looked genuinely happy,” he said.

He and Garry persuaded the
guards to release them, Lane |
said, by telling them he would
“write the story” of Jonestown
for the outside world. Before let- |
ting them go, the two guards f
hugged both lawyers.. “

Lape said he and his cbmpan-f‘-
jon fléd into the jungle. As they!
did they hcard Jones rhanting

over the loudspcaker, “Mothert 1

!, Motherj?" "and, !
suddenly gunfire erupted.- Lage:

Field-Ridley said reports that
nine suspects had been arrested
in connection with the Ryan at-
tack were oot true. She said only
one man had been taken into cus
tody and identified him as Larry
Layton, about 32. She said he was
from America but she did not
know where.

Reporter Tim Reiterman of the
San Francisco Examiner, 3 mem-
ber of the Ryan group and a sur-
vivor, said in a copyright story

esterday in the Examiner that
yion was one of several sup-
defectors Ryan was trying

to escort away from the com-

muge. o
Reiterman aud other surw ?n.

said they split up to take (2
two small planes at the Port Kai-
tuma airstrip, but were fired
upon by about a half-dozen or
more Temple members who rode
up in a truck and & trailer 1owed
by a tractor. When the blaze of
gunfire finally ended, Reiterman
wrote, he was told by those in the
other plane that Layton had
pulled out a pistol and fired at
them. :

Those killed in the ambush
were the 53-year-old Ryan; re-
porter Don Harris, 42, and cam-
eraman Robert Brown, 36, both
of NBC News and both Los Ané‘e-

les residents; photographer Greg-

ory Robiuson, 27, o% the S.F. Bx-
aminer, and a woman camp
member who was trying to Jeave.
She was identified by Guyanese
officials as Patricia Parks, 18,
‘though some U.S. officials said
-her name was Parker. Her home-
-town was not known.

i

_ ‘Téii oTher persons were Waund-

|




ed — pewsmien including Reiter-

man, a kyen-eide, a U.S, diplomat

nd camp members and their rel-

ijtives — and were airlifted out to

os%itals in Puerto Rico and
as

o serious condition.

The survivors, many of whom
escaped by running into the near-

by bush, spent a fearful night at’

the town of Port Kaituma before
being evacuated by Guyabese ay-
thorites. The authorities then ar-
rfsted Layton, who apparently
was the only impostor among the
wiould-be refugees.

Ryan had gope to Guyana to
investigate allegations from form-
er members and others that Jones
and the People's Terople were
guilty of widespread abuse o
members. ‘|

{The 46-year-old Jones founde
the sect in the 1950s in Indianap-
olis with the avowed purpose of
breaking down class distinctions.

imgton. Three were reported

After moving to Califorpia,
Joné me a politie ure,
crusading for liberal causes, afdd
cventually was appointed chajr-
man of l[‘-;c S.F. Housing Authati-
ty. But reponrts of his unorthodéx,
authoritarian control over the
sect — with allegations of brutal
trcatment of wayward members
- led to his resignation from that
post.

He called the charges “oulra-
geous lies,” and in August J77
came with about 1,200 followers
to Guyana. The goal of their
farmipg commune was 1o become
self-sufficient. sl



The death vat sits om a pie's Temple sidewalk In Jonestown yesterday with bodies of
foﬂoweraarnund.mm an cyanide.
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