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Dear Si r:

I have gone over with considerable interest
the volume entitled "The Escape and Suicide of John
Wilkes Booth" by Finis L. Bates of Memphis, Tennessee
submitted by you. The work contains very strong evi-
dence in support of the old belief that Booth did
escape and lire many years after the assassination of
President Lincoln.

This Department has no means of verification
other than historic works, as the original case was
handled by the military authorities. However, I
thank you for calling the matter to my attention.

Very truly yours,

. ,�

rector. &#39;
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3;}. November Z4, 1948
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Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice, I /

Washington 25, D. C.
~

Gentlemen; Attention: Mr. sizoo.
92

92j! , 929292 K The bearer has the left boot which John Wilke oot were
� = on the night of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln; Apr 14,

1865, and which was later cut from his broken leg by Dr. dd
at Bryantown, Maryland. It is important that the writing i side
the boot be photographed through infra-red film or other means to make

} it legible. So far no laboratory has ever examined the boottin any
F way. A photograph of this writing on the boot will be greatly

appreciated.I

awn-on-Q

Sincerely yours,

Superintgggjht.1 Irving C oot

J
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�Ill� by?�

R@= JOHI uures zoom File # 7:7.�
zoo! Lab. # n-emu: so

IOLLBPII3

Examination requested by: Ir. Irving c. awe, supernm-meat. ltlenl cepaul rm-in
Iltionl Perk Berviee, U. 8. Depertnent of the Interior, Ilehingtel, D. 6.
Date of reference communication: L�t_ 11_24_45 Date received: 11.34.43

Examination requested: Qgqugggt �

Result of Examination: Examination by:

92" 1/  fl/MC
92 <

�

~ Specimens submitted for examination
_ ___ _ _J__ _ _ __

ll Left beet of John Illkne Booth eenteining partially legible hendwriting
en the meme.
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� FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

R°°°=&#39;=�°<1 L �b r to I 1: She t,11/29/4. H" W  I °o
12:00 Noon

*
r92 1". .-

&#39;1 2."/; /� -&#39;Re: Jozm muczs BOOTH ri1e#�" 0!� &#39; V /
BOOT Lab. # D-88002 no

N0 LAB FILE

Examination requested by: Mr. Irving C. Root, Superintendent, National Capital Park
National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior, Whshington, D. C.
Date of reference communication: L3t_ 11_24_48 Date received: 11-24-48

Examination requested: Document

Result of Exa.mina»,ion: Examination by:

�FIT-=, %.__.,-Lgnu 7/

Specimens submitted for examination

Kl Left boot of John Wilkes Booth oontaining partially legible handwriting
on the inside.
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May lh, 1973

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

On March l2, 1969, on a visit to the Museum
under Ford�s Theater, I took a close-up Polaroid
picture of John Wi1kes~Booth&#39;s boot enclosed in its
glass case. iasraertne-stat-1 noticed a faint
name of the maker, and because it was so much like
the famed Washington leather retailer Lutz I wondered
whether the New York bootmaker and the Washington
leather people might have been anciently related.

Recently, in an attempt to find out what ever
1n vs-nanmrl 1- Tau�-92a 11....-tn� nv92r-! A-L» �D_-14--�----~=- -e92_�L.&#39;l-_.�apps CU t0 J.|Gu.L necuc emu. tn: Dd.J.ULlLlU.[C garnuler
named Lutz she su osedly married, I telephoned Mr. at Ford&#39;s Theater, to refresh my
memory on hat I saw in Booth&#39;s boot.

Without telling me that the boot now has a wooden
circular "stretcher" in the top that prevents seeing
into it  I had to make a tri into Washin ton to as-Pcertain this very important fact!  seemed un-
willin to go behind an F.B.I. rep r a was made
in l9L% regarding the boot in which it was stated that
the only readable words were "Henry L65 Broadway.
J. owilkes." Will you please check your work papers
on your inspection of the boot and see why your experts
didn&#39;t see what Dr. Samuel A. Mudd said he saw in the
boot in his statement of Apr. 21, 1865 -- i.e., "Henry
L_uz_, Maker, 14-L5 Broadway, J. Wi1kes�2&#39;!ak�&#39;, 3 -7&#39; _

I should certai�fy mgpreciate it if you �
will reveal the reason you were checking on John Wilkes
Booth&#39;s boot eighty-three years after Booth&#39;s death.

Also,

QL
_ "__~ 92Cordially yours , i __ k7�
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- &#39; I 1- Mr. Conrad

Ir .
/

as-ass-:4 e»-"Q; llny :0, um
� &#39;6192=&°»&#39; �

"� &#39;~~--_._. ___ __ d�k

Your letter mlking inquiry relative to the examination oi
the iehboot e!JohnWi!.k.eaBooi.hbythe FBiLnhornto:-yhaabaen
receive-1.

For your information, thia examination wna conducted lor
the Nntionni Park Service o! the U. 8. Department at the Interior
in keep�-mg irith our mile; at �riorrnini iaboritori iiirninitions
tor other agencies oi the U. 8. Government.

The inability to completely discern the original inscription
in thia boot at the time oi the examination my be nttributed to the
normal deterioration and Inning oi ink impreaaiona with the paaenze
of time, which in this inatnnce waa a period oi aome eighty-three
years. Pnctora auch aa the nature of the ink, humidity, heat, writing
enrhce  other cl:-ylitione my !£L!!923Q!!�.��9 the rate 2:! :.=&#39;.te:92.t o! this
mtural hding.

I hope the above inlormntion hna been helptul to you.

&#39; -_ mug 5 Sincerely youra,
~ " &#39; _ _ . 1 - D. Ruck6lShB1-13MAY 3019/i M �am

921r. Baker i - _ __ , _ .

I51 Ejliii�dt 92___"_..-9&#39;-�-&#39; t William n. Ruckelahnua
�" �&#39;°" &#39; Acting Directorin. Gebhnrdi _ -Q/_;
Mr. Jenkins "
Mr. Marshall i
Mr 92hl101&#39; S _
Mr. Smars
�vir. Thompson
92h. 9292&#39;allers . q 1/
T910. Room
92ir. Balsa _

. B
,,/92Ir arncs é

92ir. Bowersiii. Haring�-an J , i I
92ir. Conmy  I
92iv. 92hni.z &#39; I
92ir. Eardley __ 92
.92i.r§. Hogan i MAIL ROOM TELETYPE uurr I .3,-;-._
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SECTION | OF I

THIS SECTION IS COMPRISED OF I  PAGES
WHICH  REVIEWED FOR THIS RELEASE.
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has ,__,-92

P" Or _ &#39;
UWTED S1 ATES

~� DEPARTMENT OF IHE INTERIOR
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

__  NA1&#39;|°NlL CAP|TlL QEGION
|9292 HM OHIO DRIVE. 8. W.

m um, "I," ,0, WASHINGTON, o. cl mt:
K18-NCR MIRR! �

, MAY 191917
/In
r

QQDM QO�]u�.. A.~&#39; &#39; I-11�. *1�- &#39;1Mr. Clarence Kelly
Director_Q: < I,/92 Federal Bureau of Investigation : &#39; &#39;

&#39; 20005 Washington, D

Attention: Technical Analysis Laboratory

Dear Mr. Kelly 92 5?
We have recently had numerous questioigffrom Lincoln researchers
and those wishing to learn more abou;{§he&#39;hincoln assassination,
concerning the diary of Qghn_�ilkes:$oothZL!Several pages were
cut out of the diary, probably some time before the trial of the
conspirators found guilty of the assassination.

, , In order to put tc rest any question about the y U lity
- invisible writing in the diary, and especially to ensure the pre

servation of this historical document, we are asking that your
laboratory examine it. We would like you to use any technology
presently available that would not damage the document, by which
we could discover anything out of the ordinary in it.

. If anything is discovered� we would like to ha&#39;e photographs of
~ such a discovery which we could ma§Eey yab e to researchers, t.. , , �_ �JJ» avoiding more handling of the diary.  I: vg  .._ ~_; <3 .

Qgagi 5! 7h- g "/ 5
:3 We would appreciate any help you can give us�.92

, Sincerely yours,

E5// z 92 Regional Dire or, National C_ ital Regi
A I II

- I

has

92.&#39;

on

-1 ,

nu new *0;-Q -..-..__.

2�H-1.4.4 &#39;2�! &#39; l.,�//-&#39;1 _

..92�_" V- I//_,://1 &#39;1 ~1
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,-92/�g &#39; . -.�J� _.,_ _

�F1 � �I �-4git I.1.P92aLi92  &#39;
� &#39; I11. 12.1. -r-we
~ i

2» ~1""�

~  Iehnal Ia:-can If lmveltiyatinn   I
!!;_ �&#39;gv.:92 ___-

.   Canhlugtun, Q. U. ~ "�:
�� . Jul y 25, 1939

, � ------- .-

-_, .

FA.
M: Lentrr._-_
Mr Luv =1� ___...

_ �.92.T - =- � _ - &#39; -&#39; - l.:._NicL=921l_--...---
� _ Ilr.H0l&#39;:�A "--- s  s .. zmontwnvn I01? ta, JTQLSQL. ., B..,I9

~ _. 1 .92 " " - I " .
�1 _ . 3 &#39;

M; Quin: TAI-D�-.

..., ____ Y _ _  - _ _ __  _ _ _ r;-»-&#39;qr-~w----~------
.&#39; -_ o Ii-on reference to the memorandum of llr. llulcahy d ig�G,,,¢,__,__,,_.
July 19, 1939 and my conver a with Ur. Tracy on that da
regarding the desire of of theolashington Post to

E  secure material for a s n d notices, I desire to%1 ?�9292a ! adetee that I talked eith on that date. Fhat eh-wanted was copies of old Mew wanted notices, ¢.&#39;S.r»=
_ < as a basis for her story. After a rather thorough search of

th Be ureau files, it was found that no old wanted notice
1 it so happened that while talking with

&#39;-92q�,f.J_"* other matters I asked him if he had an

»§
,- ted he did and would forward then to the Bureau. X

I, _/ Photographic reproductions were node and copies of the old v
/� " wanted notices issued for the apprehensio i1kes£Booth, &#39;a¢n@

&#39; are, Frank and £&#39;ecar&#39;ILe_;g1s were given to depiee of
___; these a*er -att&#39;aEh&#39;Ed&#39;:7tr record purposes anwreference. _=

/

� 1/
. 92 . _ ALL ¢__Y  A photographic reproductio of one of the old wanted 57¢ _
F, _{92r ngtigggggsued for Grover92G&#39;leve1and2Ber-gdoll was furnished
Q * § � together with I. 0. and �l�anted notice issued for
92+"&#39;;92 s uohalter, and flyers is ed for the apprehension of 1,1 J� John i inger and "Baby Faoe�lelson, also composite views  Y
I .5,� of John illinger. In additi a photograph of the artist&#39;s I
&#39;_.-� concept on of the Lindbergh kidnapper was furnished her, �Q�,_ &#39; with a photograph qfpauptmnn. A wanted notice and I. 0. were

givqa her on Angelo alcone, since he was apprehended through
the I. 0., and the some applies with the I. 0. and I. I. on

,&#39; Fran}: Grigware. L92Irewise_ the I. 0. and attached statement on
/ Henry Herman Burris w r ie e g v  together with data

� from the FBI Law Enfonoement Grover ll. owell.
I� l I ~ .�WM � .
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Mr. Clarence Kelly -y -92 - 9Director g �"6! $67�!
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20005

r92___. 92|.. _UEHI 1&#39;lI&#39;s I

This office has requested the loan from the Natio
two letters written by Johg_Qilke§l§g2th,H We hope, through the
services of the F d le era Bureau of Investigation, to be able to _

. authenticate the Booth diary in the Ford&#39;s Theatre collection by
a comparative analysis of the handwriting.

nal Archives of

Regional Curator Gordon Gay
earlier project involving a
We have discussed with your

has been working with the FBI on an
detailed examination of the Booth diary.
staff the possibility of the handwriting

nalysis while the dia iry s in your hands. At this time, we wish
request your assistance in sudh a study. I

s soon as we get clearance from the Archives for the loan of the
ooth 1 t

W ,

et ers, we will be in contact to further discuss this project.

e appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely you
./"

92__ , / uh;-ur M *
A61-,1_ng�Re ona � or, National Capi al Region

I_| .,. A EH15 mum: "7/&#39;1�-&#39; !I@3 * 2-
% - ii! t 20"?" �l------3�,

t -,--~ 3 JUL 6 1971 ~ a
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M emomndum
_ Mrs
� Mrs
" MP.

Mr. Kelleheivf-,l~""&#39; &#39; M1-&#39;
f 1- &#39; MP.

aou :  rt T. Kelly
O I

rj&#39;__!
/92

Kelleher
Herndon
Kelly
L�l
Dali
Mones

8/3/&#39;77

A nee. Div. __,
D�. AD Ab. _
�Q? �D� lllv. _.

Ann Dim &#39; .
Ab. Sen. _ ._.
C155. Inn _.__._
Fm. i Fill. 1
Hull. -ii

Ind.
n. "&#39; -
L� Can.

&#39; L

3;:
�t hm ..__

� Iv Tod; $un._
I . &#39;r.=3V.6T= wcotn ASSASSINATION
92_, .

IIH92|I92&#39;
Public A�; U"-_
Telephone la. _
Omega 50¢�; :

On 5/19/&#39;77, Gordon Gay of the Department of
_ 1"� &#39; Interior, National Park Service, National Capitol Region,

Washington, D. C. , furnished to the/FBI Laboratory a diary
purportedly belonging to {ohn _92_2_v_;l1_<e§1§ootp_. The Department
of Interior requested that the*FBI La5o_r_a_tory examine the diary
in a effort to determine if it contained any invisible writing,
alterations or other characteristics which would be considered
unusual.

A thorough forensic photographic examination was
conducted of the entire diary. Some of the special techniques
utilized included, ultraviolet re�ectance, visible fluorescence
with ultraviolet excitation, reflected infrared, infrared luminescence, ,
and x-ray. In addition, the diary was also examined for indented  "
writings. The only unaccountable indented writings were found j ,3
on a page captioned "cash account September." This page was , . /
preceded by a single missing page. The limited text of the indented
writings noted could not be determined. The only examination
remaining to be completed by the Laboratory is the comparison
of the writings in the diary with pages of purported known writings
of John Wilkes Booth. These purported known writings were also .
furnished to the Laboratory by the National Park Service. _ 3

"5.-=3 .559-35! 1&#39; 1 .3 -- &#39; -&#39; 1  - "
As a resu1t�0f&#39; the examination of the diary, no

invisible writings»$&#39;jib%i1:_erations, alterations or other unusual
characteristics wer�e Qund. There were portions of the writings
that have been obliterated or worn away through age and wear and
tear on the diary itself. &#39;*&#39;~ -_-Q, .-

2

�in-|@ _____ &__
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Memorandum to Mr Kelleher

RE: LINCOLN ASSASSINATION gr�
l?

In order to state absolutely whether or not any
secret writings existed in the diary, other examination techniques
would have to be utilized which would be destructive to the diary.

In summation, all appropriate and non-destructive
examination techniques have been utilized and nothing of any value
has been found.

The above information relating to the examination
of the diary was orally furnished to Mr. Gay and on this date
Mrs. Pam West, of the National Park Service advised the Laboratory
that the Ford Theater Museum curator had been interviewed by
Mr. Les Whitten. The resulting information published in the
Washington Post on this date is in fact reasonably accurate and was r
a result of that interview.

ACTION: For information.

1 :

4

_ i

�Tl

-{ 7
, _;� f,|_~:&#39;.3r____i �u. I ft�-&#39;h.,__ I�.

- &#39;_; .-¢~ #1-T

rs-gr,,__-t .
�_ 92_
.35:.

LE�|&#39;�&#39;.&#39;i&#39; i5! l &#39;v�- 5-&#39;9&#39;»-_ Z - �-
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As a result of two articles published in the
8/3/77 Washington Post an inquiry was received
from wac-&#39;rv  NBC affiliate-ch 4! concerngg the
FBI&#39;s "investigation" of the John Wilkes&#39; both
diary. _

It was jointly decided between us and Skip
Larson of the National Park Service that no one &#39;

should be allowed to photograph or handle the
diary because of its condition, however we could
furnish black and white photographs if requested.

At approximately 2130 p.m., 8/3/77, Mr. Larson
and Mike Harmon, both of the Ford&#39;s Theater Muse-
um, National Park Service and Kelly Burke, Reporter�
NRC visited the laboratory and discussed captioned
matter with the examiner, SA Barry L. Hones. SA �
Mones provided a few enlargements of the diary,
explaining what each was and made it clear to Mr.
Burke that the FBI was not investigating this
matter but merely providing l�g�katory assistancebecause of the historical val e ag�ihe specific-
request of the Department of Inter 3%, National
Park e vi . * tS r C5 SI U./fREC_72?_6__�  6/

Mr. Harmon wanted to know f it would be

possible to match any loose pages with the cut
remaining portions in the diary. He was advised _,u �
that while a predetermination as to the value of �Q; f�
the examination could not be made it certainly t
should not be ruled out if the pages became avail--&#39;-"
able. - � n AUG 101917

fl A . ,r  continued over! ____

. /m 3
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Memorandum Kelly to Kellvher.
Re: LINCOLN ASSASSINATION

.|- *3� �__., J M9! _

q@§"H
All three individuals clearly understood that

short of destructive testing, all forensic exam-
inations of the diary revealed nothing of significance
or value and that in probability there was no visible
writing in the diary. Mr. Burke was most thankful for
our assistance and the photographs, expressing that he
had a 5:00 deadline.

Mr. Larson advised that a letter from his office

to us will be forthcoming giving us blanket permission
to release any photographs requested in this matter.

Recommendation: None. Information only
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M enzqjfandum � Mr. Kelleher
1 - Mr. Kelly

M Keil h 7»L,//%92, � hr. Monesr. &#39; e er/ 1/ // u/Z. - DATE. 8/12/77
g I

Robert T. Keiiy/gj�
92 .

r!

LINCOLN ASSASSINATION

Re memorandums dated 8/4/77 and 8/9/77.

PURPOSE:

luau. Dbl. .__.__..
Ftp. ii LL. _
Dq. AD III. 1

lul. DIM
Lin, Son, __ ___
Coin. Ina. __
Flu. I P000. _.
lint _i._
|M�- <1-_

sf ¢�i&#39;ui92_ _.
 I Inn -

75�. hunk
Tnlnln. i

Public Llll. DH...
Tlluphqu ._. -
|7ivu¢lo1�| inc�! _

To advise of a telephone call fEtc the FBI inquiring of the status of t e o n i es
oo Diary examination.

DETAILS:

B1� 11 2 rn Q/11/&#39;71 Q nhnnn 0-1211 0.1:: v-lama-ivrmriLab A-1 92-Lanna I 92I]>L1-/ I 1| �id t-ILl92Jll¢ 92.¢92&#39;-lJ-J- WGl§ LCQGLVSML
in the Special Photographic Unit by SA Joseph
Document Section, Laboratory.

cal identi&#39;fied himself as�
a newspaper article written by

ayn , n Post, 8/3/77, relating to
captioned matter. had called for SA Barry L. Mones
who was on eight hours o annual leave. Avignone took
the call and explained that_Mnnes was not at work and
would be back tommorrow. waned asking Avignone

M. Avignone,

&#39;7C
8!!

questions about the captione matter and Avignone explained
that the case was assigned to Mones and Mones had conducted
the examinations and Avignone had no first hand k ledA� J-RA 92�r92A_92921I|-B AF 4-9292r92 :92uavn~inQJ-~::92n K114 IvI92I92I92r92 A-4-92&#39;I.:|UL L-11¢ J-CDUIJ-L-D UL uuc =J92G1ll-LLLG-I-J-92-Ill: IIVL K11-92-to call Mones back on Friday B/12/77. �in uireq
�Why is the report t o&#39;long?". Avignone stated
that the wording of question implied that that report
was taking_;QQ_lQQQ n aqqhghlggignone! had no basis to

h 1 n -  Is a e h Q opinion. asked Avignone whenhe� wou e receivin o of the re o t. Ag y p r vignon�

A  DE-E3 7 - : ,1 /. ,1 A �*5 &#39;
. 95-2162.08 Rwza � &#39;

1�? Mr. Bointon �150! W
L .

. 151,?-* �! CONTINUED - ovrzafmW°- I Buy U .S&#39; . .S&#39;av:&#39;ng.r Fwd: Regularly an tb: Payroll Saving: Plan
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To: Mr. Kelleher

RE: LINCOLN ASSASSINATION

advisedgthat he did not know thatgwould receive
a copy e report since this was a su mission from the Q;
Interior Department and that the report to Avignone&#39;sknowledge would be sent to the Interior Department. Q .76
continued with questions� regarding the results and Avignon &#39; QII
again tried to explain that Mon s and not Avignone wasconducting the examination andmstated something to
the effect that that&#39;s the trou th the government.
uni He further rambled on about that he knew that the FBI
had gotten the diary back from the Interior Department after
Jack Anderson&#39;s column had appeared and that we conducted
the handwriting examination from the diary and had returned the
diary to the Interior Department. Avignone attempted to
explain that handwritin com arisons can be made from highquality photographs but�interrupted and stated that
he has talked to handwri xperts all over the country and
he knows for a fact that comparisons can not be made from ;
photographs. At this point Avignone stated "Sir, you&#39;re wrong �
I&#39;m not going to argue with you anymore - I don&#39;t want to quibble
about this matter - Call back tommorrow and talk to Mones �
It has been my pleasure talking to you - Goodbye." At this
point the telephone conyersation was terminated.

RECOMMENDATION: &#39; t

None. For information only.
A

I�

. 111�T
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Reference

PURPOSE:

Rcrlna an _ A__&#39;92_ ~ &#39;TA nJ-92J Cl.uV.LD92:

2-|-.

�1 iary examination.
DETAILS:

At 11:00 a.m., 3/5/77, a

A103. Iir. i
D19. II I60. _
53- ll l||v.__

lid. 1-.�
AIR §�O._ _.
iii. iigirg i
"4192- I Pun. _

1 � MI".
1 _
1. _ HI�-

Kelleher
Kelly
Mones

_ pATg; 8/9/77
a1____
�II-hni

�
IIuI.____

<£2&#39;.T_:
�n. I Iul. _
lnnlmi

92.//�I lb!-L

92 &#39; Tdiuinlu In. __

.. - IIIIIIIIIIIIIIU1 a. B�l8p;&#39;lO!&#39;1S call 1*rom-to the .111 inouirinr, of the status of the 1.; w £92II.u
BOOTH d � ,.-.-»-.---..¬__

phone call was forwarded
from the FBI Press Office to SA Barry L. Mones, Document
Section, Laboratory.

, Post, 8/3/77, relating to cantioneo
matter. in v=rv rapid succession, began asking
questions reIaEIng to what and how the FBI Laboratory

� ._ The caller identified himself as
a newspaper article written y aynes

0 , Qn &#39; " 0 � I

reached its findings concerning the

"1
.,/¢

JOHN WILKES BOOTH &#39;

diary. He wanted verification about the number of missing
eratipages, any areas of Qgrasion or oblit

which he claimed wag? hemically eradiK t -&#39; .

sa Eone§°did not provide
information han th

knowledge.
control of t

on, and a page

Q}? 3 ** 1;Z4��i I
with any

public
does not have

pages from the diaryHE&#39;��T§UTTEU� _ &#39;
but that they are in th an elderly descendant
of tho Stanton

should be made

with the diary

family. stated that the pages
available or comparison to authenticate
and said that he believes that they:mal.-=<, J

become available in the near future. He stated that the eg-
descendant in possession of the pages is hesitant ab,-q921;p
this time because he fears of possible reprisals aéainst i

. 1 - �r. Boynton �150!
N �U 5;- W4

memorandum in this matter, 8/H/77, �-&#39;�"��
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MEMORANDUM TO MB. KELLEHEH
LINCOLN ASSASSIAATION
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8/9/77 &#39; -

i when the "truth" is known �stateci thath m -

he personally has already been "blackmailed and
threatened" but is only interested in this matter
because he wants to see the truth come out while
others such as Sunn Films are in it for the money

&#39;�, .z
y .�_
F�
92,I�

-. 19

&#39;11�
I-9:
...

R ,. 4

-fl�

.--7.4

�I
. ~-

- and publicity.
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N0ne. For information only.
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Director Clarence M. Kelley

Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Washington, n.c. 20535 ¢§

Re: Lincoln Assassination

Dear Director Kelley: 7

Several years ago I prepared a research
course which covered the possibility of
Stanton&#39;s involvement in the conspiracy
Lincoln; the apparent key to the puzzle
the missing pages which had been cut or

paper for a history _
Edwin McMasters

to murder President

appeared to lie in
torn from the

assassin&#39;s diary. I now have learned from a recent Jack Anderson
column that Mr. Joseph Lynch of Worthington, Massachuetts
had discovered that he believes to be the missing pages and
that they have been turned over to the Bureau for scientific
examination q A

41

My interest is apparent. If copies of the pages or their
content are available, I would appreciate a copy If you
prefer not to release them directly, can you furnish me with
Mr. Lynch&#39;s address so that I may communicate with him directly

Sincer
FEB 75
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- ~_; . ZRL� l - Mr. £5 leher
l - Mr. Carter

August 25,

. 1>@ar_
Your letter qf~August 15th concerning an examina-

tion of the John Wilkesr�ooth diary has been brought to
my attention. ��"� �"����&#39;

The FBI Laboratory has been requested by the
United Stat D &#39;es epartment of Interior to conduct an examina-
tion concerning the authenticity of the Booth diary.
This examination is yet to be completed and there is no &#39;
information available at this time. When the examination

A

has been completed, the results will be sent directly to
the United States Department of Interior. You should
contact them at the following address for any additional

, information desired: -

United States Department of Interior
National Park Service ,
National Capitol Region &#39;
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. _
Washington, D.C. 20242 �

A�

The missing pages you refer to have not been
submitted to the FBI for examination and we are not
aware of their whereabouts.

to you.

A-lac. Dir. _ _
Dip. AD AMI. -
Du. AD luv. -_

Ans Dlm
Aha. kw. ___ __
cI|Il. |nv. _____ tr
Flu. I Pun. __ ::.
Haul. L
Ink".
Lnbaluhv; .___ � "
Lnqol Conn. _..

:1--tun mp. 2?�. *IL WI�591:. Inc. _._
Tl�u MM

Q 1-
m

P:;|:|.:::..c::._ 5"�"r.-mm. 1:-,._ &#39; J J � &#39; &#39;

I hope this information has been of assistance

. . ; "  "Ev-75 5-;!_ � � Sinxggely yours, q i!.  gal , ~ i!
Q; -_rK;»-;F:E<@JlQJ2~£S§4.
, Thomas F. Kelleher, Jr. Q/W
__ Assistant Director &#39;___,_%
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Honorable
Attorney General of the United States
Washington

Dear Mr. B

I am

to the pur

October S, 1977 -A_ __
F.-R-1 =

cmsms sotmcri

Griffin Bell P

, D.C.

ell: _ 7 as ~ G

enclosing a photostat�of a newspaper article with regs"
ported discovery of eighteen pages of John WilkesUBoot°

- diary among the effects of an heir of Edwin M.&#39;§tEn¬bn, EincoIn"
Secretary

This

of War.

diary had been seized as evidence by the Government an-
the original diary now lies in "Ford&#39;s Theater� in Washington.

I
the first

the diary
Secretary

Jack

purported

There is no question pages were ripped from the diary and
head of the Secret Service, Lafayette Baker, testified
was substantially intact when he turned it over to the
of War. , I

Anderson recently wrote an article indicating these
missing pages are being examined by the Federal�Burean

of Investigation for authenticity.

First, it infuriates me to think Stanton&#39;s heirs have mater:
stolen from the Federal Government valued at between one quarter
a million dollars. Secondly, since if this property were stolen
from the Government, it is Government property and should be ret&#39;
to the Government.

Iam a Lincoln assassination conspiracy buff and feel the
Government is under an obligation to secure these pages and that
they should be made public. It is a pity that the assassination

of our Sixteenth President is  clom�ed in£n921!y_"ster{y.!�  6
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"&#39;1&#39;! -1�-d�<I~92� vi =92 s. �flu-n ll 1 Ms ll-.c
u&#39;n~.<. &#39;.&#39;!>i:::-dramas." it calls them
5&#39;:::.&#39; I--� S�.-:-.n&#39;s rrndn-i, [PI Mm :.r,:
&#39;1 �~&#39;- �llnr life --r-d T1n.ca oi Cirlzzly
;92¢l:1r7.s." "The l�/l§:.lcri=&#39;.>us Monsters"
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&#39; r- : »r92per"l1;.&#39;92h¢r-am;-any.14925  v¥.:- r_&#39;1rnsl�»"c work that all
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rir. &#39;-l ix-&#39; :1 l.- ;-a :&#39;n�.u~:-ti on a lead. -

::&#39;>&#39;.�i~~192�D:.

H: -:.:jr �as 92:1 Washington, DC ,
av A Cu l 92� 1}-�pr gun show. when he
�1&#39;:.v:l 2." 92.v --92 l*.m=.-ncana callecmr
who -ii"-J Ll:-~ missing pages lwm
B:c%li�_. <1 .. �it moi-i me nearly six
92s ;{~�,~� 2&#39;1 2.-;,.&#39;.. 1.._92n<92h down," Baiziger
-,;:. .92§l.¬r .-�ling dualsrs from New
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- --Y _~.,_.:~ L; nah estimated &#39;.l-.0
£�.I>&#39;=f�l�lA1 as a qu_mc: of a

1-- ;i million d<92llar;.. and than
l.-_.-niE.. ?92. 1-..-.5 s the middleman {or the
ll-331&#39;!-, hr-=1 ;»~.�i� 92A. puce of a_quar1c-r
mllhcn ilh 1&#39;. L! nch denies  has. The
Stanton liciis. he says. didn&#39;t want to
deal with anyonv. �So far as they were
eonrrrne�. the diary was a blar-k spot
on cvrryoiw cc92ncernm&#39;l." he says. That
is. S1¢92[92lCl92 i-luvly was inrplicawd as
1l~.e master  .C�5PI{3U�1�- Ha �Quid you
like lo &#39;bol<1&#39;m92-vii as .1 direct endam
uf 1]-,Q mg,� uh� h-Ml F�th�f Ibfah�f�
slain�? 92

In the 1 W1. l vm ll sold � {hr -�n{W1F.&#39;
._-,_>,1~p;;n92&#39; .1 ll-i�alllpl nl the suppusul

L||l!|1|I,&#39;n

diarv, n».-.10 {mm �ms zap:-r:c<92rrle~d.
d s<.r1p�.m|92,~ Thv prirc was snmc-wh-�re
bi-t9292.&#39;ern S-HJLO and $10,000. The fhO�~&#39;!C
cmnpany clarmx 10 have dom-
<�Xl&#39;li�J5l|92&#39;& work into auilu-n92ica1in,~,
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had &#39;.~&#39; -n turnvri up. Ni-w lnznnnal is
nlwa nmng up hm }{grm 92f, mm},
 hi rail. In tmw. hr! moi I,_ynih_
Balsiger and uthi-r people from shi-
rno92&#39;ic- company. 0nr- of ll~.crn asked icr,
and gm. pcrrnnssinn in photr-graph the
original Br!-lh char! on display in the
musr~un~. &#39;l�hcrr- ha] bevn rumcrs,
a_mo:ig 92l.e norm-s of Lincoln
4*:~a<n|n2l|0n cun<1-uracy h.:lf; ll-in
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diary in our {IOBSPSSIOB to ?-llF!92�l¢9292¬ my
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authcniiciiy. or any qdl-92i92&#39;$�.92I4
pu-taming � �hlddcl-i� -.92&#39;.&#39;m:1g." That
was done. The diary is now b1:I»- in us
case in Ford&#39;s Th=~.iu»1&#39;.
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lhal say Mary Lincoln did it.� &#39;-is the
burden oi that peisan i» pwauc» the
documents in question. Th» only way
anybodysgoing to he abl: to di-zcrmmd
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_puhhr documents zubycl
scrutiny and examinzni-an � N j-&#39; be_�nmo

to public
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Your communication of October 5th to the Attorney
General was referred to FBI Headquarters for acknowledgment1?? and received on October 14th. I

"" The FBI Laboratory was requested by the U. S.
Department of the Interior to conduct an examination con-

b7C

� .........:.... LL... _..|.92.._-|.:._::,-- �K 1.1.- .::,..... ___:_._-.:..-.-2 92_-- -|-_92__ n.-s92,__GC.I.1l&#39;J.ll&#39;=] Lu? nu L.llL1l&#39;lL.l.bJ.. Ly UK cue uiary maintainer: uy .J_§.!_I1_I"§___Y&#39;::I.J.!:ES
- &#39; ootn. This examination was just recently completed and �"

the results have been sent directly to the Department of
the Interior. , ,

If you desire additional information regarding_. �* 0
this examination of the Booth diary, you should communicate f
with the U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park �.
Service, National Capitol Region, 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W., &#39;
Washington, D. C. 20242.

The missing pages to which you refer have not
been submitted to the FBI for examination and we are n 0e a92~&#39;=~.m=;heiI 92*h@reab°ut==- ../-r REn_m F,» ,2//,?*@§./J%�.&#39;923&#39;,&#39;. " "4 L] ! ;,.&#39;--7&#39;" "F 92,

¢ Sinc rely y _ ,D&1a� _7 1
5&#39; . . D _ S �l I  23 OCT 9*� W

i *- n ,, AD Ad-1.. *3 ,__, I� �.2-&#39;-I-:1
@145� gm AQ my; _. - ._

Q�§ Mmmm - if Andrew J. Decker, Jr.""
-i c_. ca . Assistant Director .I ,,,_�,_ ..,,,&#39;_: � Q j,� Records Management Division

Idem. %_ &#39;

"� - ""&#39; Adm. Scrv. ..__

::;;j::Nq1§: Ba on available information, correspondent is
iqaa;._hotIident1�iab1e in Bufiles. . <> __
91�, ;1..,,__ ~ &#39; &#39; APP!lllYEDl _-&#39;1 J. Q Adm. Semi Legal Bnurl
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August 8, 1977

Mr. Clarence Kelley -
Director _v ,"_,
Federal Bureau of Investigation wish� S"""~"
Washington, D. C. 20005

Attention: Mr. Barry Mones, Technical Analysis Laboratory

Dear Mr. Kelley:

I note in the Les Whitten story  copy enclosed! in the
Washington Post for August 3, 1977, that your check of
the.John.wilke§7Booth diary is still in progress. It
is hoped that&#39;y6Hr�abphiatioated methods will raise
some of the writing that does not appear to the eye.
I send you here two pictures  made under special light!
which show some of this writing. Please return these
pictures.

There is also some writing opposite the calendar, faint
at the top and slightly clearer toward the bottom. This
appears to be a list of names. Perhaps this is beyond .
recovery by any means but the writing is there, clearly
so. I am sorry that I do not have a picture of this page
to send to you.

There is a growing controversy that your reportrcan settle
easily: how many pages  or sheets!are missing from the
Booth diary? As you will note, this document is not 1 A
properly a diary but rather is an l86h memorandum book
with spaced dates, presuably beginning with Friday, January
1, and ending with Sunday, December 31. It is alleged that
eighteen of the missing pages have been located in the hands
of a Stanton heir. It would be most helpful for future
research for you to state in your report just which pages -
or sheets - are not now in this memorandum book, You could,
for example, note either the missing pages or the pages that
are there in chronological order. Either way will per�Tt-.
historians to reconstruct the memorandum book and to make

comparisons with the "missing pages" if these areApygqgq_[92
released for such a purpose. , .0.! �n--1;� /_<_.,+,?// any

_ --e ro~I1; es,-_3: y-&#39; ""� &#39;L: � � *7
As I urged in my letter of June 23, every pag� should be "�"
photographed even if scanners reveal nothing. This will
avoid mythmakers coming back later with doctored pictures
or making a claim that the FBI missed something or deliberately
withheld material as part of "a conspiracy." This is no
,idle fear as you can see from the editorial in the Civil ~-~

for August 1977  copy enclosed! _
I

.J»A claim has been made that the diary  the one you are checking!
�. was forged by the Wnvernment as part of a "cover-up." For
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this reason historians are anxious that your report be
definite in comparing the writing in the diary with the
"To whom it may concern" letter and the "Dearest beloved
mother" letter. This is the last chance for an answer,
one way or the other. We are advised that the diary will
never again be made available for such a purpose.

I am sorry to bother you on these points - all of which
you are no doubt doing and doing well. Still, so much
history rides on the documentation of what you do and
how you do it.
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legit Anderson and Le Wit� &#39;e -s __s g g itleg

FBI Probes Lincoln Assassination
The I-�BI has quietly entered the in-

vestigation or another presidential as-
sassination -this one the 112-year-old
shooting of Abraham Lincoln while he
watched a performance at Ford�: The-
ater in Washington.

In many respects, the 1865 murder
or Lincoln remains even more con-
troversial than the 1963 killing or
President John F. Kennedy. Murky
questions hang over both tragedies.

The belated I-�BI inquiry into Lin-
coln&#39;s death may help to resolve such
mysteries as these: Was Lincoln the
victim of a secret conspiracy reaching
into his own cabinet? was Frederick
Douglass, the Martin Luther King Jr.
of the Lincoln era. also marked for
rnurtier? Did the assassin. John Wilkes
Booth. actually escape and leave an-
other man�s body in his place?

New light on these questions is con-
tained in some 18 pages that mysteri-
ously disappeared irom Booth�s diary
but may now have turned up. The
diary reportedly was delivered intact
to Lincoln&#39;s arrogant Secretary oi�
War, Edwin M. Stanton. who has been
liiil-zed by rumors to the assassination
p 0t.

When the diary was later introduced
into the Andrew Johnson impeach-
ment hearings, it was missing some
pages that had been neatly excised.
Now an indefatigable American-ten
pert. Joseph Lynch of Worthington,
Mass, has found what appears to be
the missing pages.

He made the discovery while ap-
praising some historical artifacts be-
longing to Stanton&#39;s heirs. The pages
were locked in a box in the attic. The
heirs had never opened the box; in
fact, they had no key.

P� I Fl"92P

The pages give a fascinating ac-
count. presumably written by Booth.
of his intrigues with Lincoln intimates
shortly before the assassination. Some
oi the most prominent politicians of
the period, including Stanton. are im-
plicated.

Iteterring to a plot perhaps unre-
lated to the murder, Booth allegedly
writes that he may be working tor the
Secretary of War himself. At another
point, he declares: �I swear that I shall
lay the body of this tyrant dead upon
the altar of Iviars." Apparently. Lincoln
is the �tyrant,� and "Mars." the god of
war, could have been a code name for
Stanton.

I-�or years. the Booth diary, shorn of
its mysterious pages. has been on dis-
play at Ford&#39;s Theater museum. But
the Interior Department, which runs
the museum. has now turned over the
diary to the FBI. Its handwriting ex-
perts, with their. ultraviolet scanners,
microscopes and other detection devi-
ces, are trying to determine whether
the diary itself is genuine.

They have made two important
tentative discoveries. The diary con-
tains no writing in invisibile ink. as
some people have suspected tor more
than a century. The text also hasn&#39;t
been altered, as others have thought.
But the big question", whether the
diary is entirely in Booth&#39;s handwrit-
ing, remains to be settled.

The FBl&#39;s findings may establish
whether the 18 newly discovered
pages are authentic. Lynch gained
considerable credibility by insisting
that the missing pages were lined.
Most experts had thought the diary
was unlined. But the museum&#39;s cura-
tor, Michael Harman. has now in-

92 .

- . I�
spected the diary more scienti!
and has confirmed� that its page
thos: ot Lynch�: discovery. are ~
line .

Along with the missing diary i
Lynch also round hundreds oi
intriguing items in the possessi
the Stanton heirs. One is a lette
newspaper, in which Booth repo:
outlined why be killed Lincoln.

A film company. Sunn Classi
also been investigating the Linc-
sassination for a feature movie
"The Lincoln Conspiracy." One
researchers, Lawrence Moon:
Alexandria, Va.. has turned up
missing Booth letters and other
Mooney believes he-has evideno
Booth escaped and that another 1
body was put in his place.

Another researcher, Prof. Ra;
of Indiana State University. ha.
produced material which he h-=
shows Eooth escaped at Garrett�;
where most experts believe h.
been killed by pursuing troops.

Still another ingredient has be
jected into the mystery by Lyn,
has �discovered. what looks ilk
name of Frederick Douglass. a
leader, in the Booth diary. This &#39;
the possibility that Booth may h:
tended to lcill Douglass, too.

Meanwhile, Curator Harman.
government expert on the assr.
tion, is taking an historian&#39;s can
view about the renewed contro-
�lt�s the original can or worms
said. �The government didn&#39;t cot
a thorough investigation at the t.
don&#39;t know. whether we&#39;ll ever t
the answers."

By Charles R0dri=
|.}"&#39; _ | v
*.;_. _92.
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Within a few weeks you are going to get very excited.
From your radio. your newspaper, antl seemingly every
other minute on your television. you are going to be bom-
barded by a media blitz for a new motion picture. "New
film proves conspiracy in Lincoln assassination." they will
say; "Researchers have advanced the Lincoln assassination
study more in a one-year crash investigation than it has
been advanced in the previous 112 years"; �calls for joint
Senate-House assassination committee to re-examine Lin-
co|n�s death"; "With the historical discoveries we&#39;ve
made. our film will make Watergate look like kindergarten
planing."

The new film, "The Lincoln Conspiracy." is produced
by 5unn Classic Pictures, makers of a recent �lm on
Noah&#39;s Ark and several wildlife movies. lt presents a
scenario tvliich. iftrue. does indeed make events surround-
ing the Watergate break-in pale into insignificance. �The
Lincoln Conspiracy" does nothing less than charge that
there were four separate groups conspiring against Lincoln;
that Secretary of War Edwin McM. Stanton and Lafayette
Baker rvere deeply involved; that Booth was a tool of all
four groups", that Stanton tried to replace Booth with a
Confederate Captain James W. Boyd: that it was Boyd,
not Booth, who was killed in the dark hours of April 26.
1865. at the Garrett farm in Virginia; that Booth escaped
to freedom while Boyd&#39;s body was identi�ed and buried
as Booth&#39;s; that Stanton and other high officials. finding
incriminating evidence against them in Booth&#39;s �diary,
conspired to §uppt&#39;t;5§ this e92&#39;i.de.ncc; that Baker Wm later
killed to silence him. and much more.

Space docs not allow telling of the whole story. Brie�y,
however. Confederate leaders in Canada, want Lincoln
out of the way, and feel that kidnapping him may get
Southern prisoners freed to continue the fight. Northern
cotton speculators don&#39;t want their pro�ts cut by a lenient
peace with the Confederacy. New York financiers feel the
same. and the Radicals in Congress want an opportunity
to ride roughsl-ind over the conquered states. All four
groups want Lincoln kidnapped or killed for their own
ends. All work through Booth. Stanton and Baker know
of the plots-»:ire involved with one or more groups them-
sclves�and Baker acts as liaison with Booth. Booth makes

several kidn.ippin;_&#39;, attempts and fails. Disillusicined with
the actor, the Radicals want a ch.inp_e. Baker and Stanton
gct Captain James W. Boycl�-a ruthless character--out of
Old Capitol Prison in 9292&#39;/ashington and put him in Bnotl�t&#39;5
place. 92�i�liilc- Boyd schemes, a resentful Booth changes
his plans to murder, and �nally kills Lincoln on April 14.
just as Boyd is ready with his own plot, which included
spiriting Lincoln, Vice President Andrew Johnson. and
Secretary of State William Seward, aboard a Chaffey
Shipping Company vessel to be born away to Blnoclsworth
Island in the Chesapeake where they would be killed.

Booth attempts to escape in company with one Edvratr
Henson over an unguarded route left open for Boy-ti
Baker immediately sends Boyd and young David Herold-
an accomplice of Booth&#39;s who is captured on April 15 an-
coerced into giving aid�out to catch the assassin. But the-
Boyd, fearing that Baker will betray him. decides to escap:
himself, but he and Herold are trapped at the Garret
farm. Herold is taken, and Boyd slain. Since Boyd bore ..
remarkable resemblance to Booth, he is at first mistaken
for the assassin. When the error is discovered. the We
Department covers it up rather than reveal that the wtor.__
man is dead. Thus begins the cover-up, which Stantot
completes by hiding Booth&#39;s diary and excising from i-
eighteen pages which incriminate scores of prominen&#39;
Northemets. And Booth escapes to West Virginia anti
eventually. Europe.

It is an incredible story if true. and the way Sunn Classi
goes about trying to prove it is equally incredible.

There is a special technique to this sort of thing. It h..
been around a long time, and has been used most effct
tively in recent years by Erich von Dinilten in his �Charicv
of the Gods� books. The formula is simple. To present
theory that no reputable authority has ever accepted, fiss-
attack the authorities. Sunn does this with a vengeance
claiming that traditional historians of Lincoln&#39;s murder
have perpetuated the cover-up by slavishly accepting th;
official government version of the assassination conspiracy.
"Seldom has a traditional hisytorian questioned the gov-
ernment&#39;s statements or acquired primary resource nia
rial from the heirs of those who lived during the assassina
tion period," claims aSunn spokesman. As aircsult, Surlli
went after "findings overlooked by historians or suppressed
by them because new revelations could be embarrassing
to some of the established historical writers on the sub-
ject." And whatever they looked for they founcl�ir.
abundance.

Next must come the hint of a continuing conspiracy to
keep the truth from coming out. Thus. when it came to
�lming the picture, Sunn went to Savannah instead oi
doing it on location in Washington. "Our �lm," they
say, "which rewrites the history of the Lincoln assassina-
tion. rattles a lot ofslteietons in family and official closets.
We wanted to keep Il low profile until we fitiislied �lming "
In a separate statement, Sunn maintains that a book by
one of their consultants. Theodore Roscoe&#39;s l-Veb of Con-
spiracy, "came under Open attack by the Federal setter
service . . . and the publisher was forced to let the book
go." Can this possibly be the same Web of C0nrpi&#39;r.ar_t
that was condensed for 2 Reader�: Digest anthology and
later served as the basis for a CBS TV documentary?

Next comes the presentation, and with it the repeated
and insistent statement ofstartlirig revelations, one build-
ing upon another. Repetition brings familiarity. and
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l;in&#39;iili.iritv hit-etls i!L&#39;li .&#39;i�. l"ii �lit-ii iht stippnsitioit
lttts been stated olten  �lltILl}_{iT_ i� &#39; .rptt-il  F-tit. and
/>re.im! we have spatetncn building tiiie= in South America,
.1 vorittiotis tfi.92l1_Ql � of ocean off Bcmititla that $9292&#39;;|llU9292&#39;S
ships like anchovies. and a massite plot to assassinate
Abraham Lintoln and cover up the crime.

lt is a twentieth century tethniqtie_ and thus it is �tting
that it he coupled with it�iotht=r i�i�ttidi&#39;t&#39;� "itit� *n£l0�" it}
the making of �The Lincoln Conspiracy." "Sum uses
computers to help make movies." proudly proclaims the
PUblICii�_t&#39; release. After extensive demographic stzrvevs are
made. sample audiences are polled on "which scenes
offered the greatest enjoyment. which scenes were the
most interesting, and which scenes they wanted longest."
Essentially the audience tells Willi it likes ht-st. and that is
what Sunn gives them. This is line for :1 fictional drama.
but when applied to the presentation of what purports to
be history. the result can be disastrous. No society can
afford to have its understanding of its own past deter-
mined by market research on what people want to believe.
Winston Churchill once temztrked of the legendary King
Arthur that, if he hadn&#39;t really lived. nevertheless "he
should have." Application of market research to history
reverses that somewhat. if tht: studies indicate that most

people would prefer that King Arthur had really lived,
then he did. The implications are frightening.

Bur all of this pales when compared to the real meat of
the story. the startling and cstensive new evidence upon
which the film is based. All such courageous, trailblazing
endeavors must have a host of evidentiary materials over-
looked by "traditional historians." "The Lincoln Con-
spiracy" has them in abundance.

The most interesting items� of course. are the purported
missing pages from Booth&#39;s diary. supposedly taken out
by Stanton." ln the �rst plate, it was not :t "diary," but
an appointment book. Booth&#39;s was not 11 diarist&#39;s tempera-
ment. He wasn&#39;t even a good correspondent. Secondly.

rtn&#39;s promotional campaign is headlined with the claim
"Sui turns up Booths missing diary

pages." Not so. The pages were found by a Massacliusetts
manuscript dealer in the hands of a Stanton descendantt
Sunn merely located the dealer. But-and this is impor-
tant-neither Stinn nor anyone else has seen the actual
pages. Qnly the dealer� ltas seen them. and he furnished
a transtript to Sttnn. For CO�lPli4.£tlL&#39; l fL&#39;1l92nI1<, the nv-&#39;iit&#39;r
of the orieiitttls is rcluctztitt to release them for .ititheittit:t-
tion. l92l�1U19292�hilC. the mztrtuscript dealer has shnttn Copies
of the tr-rtnscripts to a few experts. and the best that
can be said at this point is that no serious anachroiiisms
have been found to disprove ztuiltentiritv. Nevertheless,
until some unimpeachable authority such as the Library
of C0itgi&#39;t&#39;5S authenticates the original pages, l~a.<ing any
historical t&#39;lZlllT92S_UpOl1 what is found in the trnii92t&#39;i&#39;i|~.t is
irii-~i~-in-~il-li-. And incidentally, the Nfltlultill Park Service
-i- to t �E� are thirty-siit leaves rriissing from the small

ht--il: tn their Lll92l.92JIl!&#39;, not eighteen as is usually stated,
Having dispensed with t.he diary, about ttltich no de�ni-

34

, .
,._ *92

tive cont - 92&#39; &#39;1 he rt-acIied_ let us trim iii the other
evidence product I }tipport the scenario of "&#39;lhe Litt-
coln Conspiracy." -,92l3 !Ul this evidence, certain ironclad
conclusions are inescapable.

First. from several sources they have resurrected the old
canard that Booth escaped capture and lived out his days
in disguise and seclusion. The evidence for these oft-

ated claims has been put to the test by Chauncey Black
o the Dearborn lndeperir/mt. George S. Bryan in T/Jr

Cred! Amcnt-an My!/1. Otto Eisenchiml in The Shadow
ofLi&#39;ncoln &#39;1 Death, and a number of other investigators.
The consensus is that all such claims are spurious.

Far more fascinating is the story of Captain james W.
Boyd, who we are told was mistaken for Booth. A collec-
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tion  if l5oy<l&#39;s papers is ollt:rt&#39;i. . 1 �c his I|l920l92�L�l11C�[
in the kidnapping stlietne and hi � .titnely tit"-&#39;lt and
mis-identification. There is a grain of tnith here. ln Feb-
ruary 1865 C:iptain_l.92&#39;92". Boyd. fotrtterly Captain of Co. F,
 ith Tennessee lrifantry, was in Old Capitol Prison, and
he was released on War Dep:tt&#39;ttnent orders. lt is docu-
mented by his signed Oath of Allegiance. now in the
National Archives in Washington. An interesting docu-
ment this is. lt shows that at the titne of his release Boyd,
a native of Madison County, Tettnt-ssee_ was gray-haired,
blue-eyed, and 6 feet-2 inches tall. The 1860 census for
Madison County indicates that in 1865. Boyd would have
been about -12 years of age.

We are asked to believe that this man was pil92S � l off not
only to friends. but also to intimate family members. as
_]ohn Wilkes Booth, a black-haired, brown-eyed, 5 foot-
8 inch, 26-year-old! Six inches difference in lteirgltt; sis-
reen years iii age: gray hair instead of black: blue eyes
rather than brown. lr strains credulity beyond the limits
of reason to assert that Boyd could pass for Booth with
anyotte ffe tied ph&#39; of Boyd -it-hich
shows a man somewhat ooth, but iti no way corre-
sponding with the description ofj.92V. Boyd. And curiously
enough. the man in the photo is dressed in a Federal uni-
form, a private&#39;s at that.

Equally interesting are the papers of the New York
shipping firm of Chaffey and Biggs. lt is claimed that
Booth and Lafayette Baker had a long standing connec-
tion with this �rm, and that it 9292&#39;.t5 to supply the ship for
the original kidnapping and ntutder plot. The ftrrn does
business, we are told. at 178&#39;/i Water Street.

The errors here are legion. First, no New York City
directory for the years 184-i-1863 lists any firm such as
t h.illev in shipping or any other business. Further, till
|1ltt&#39;I92t �92 found to businesses at I78�/1 Water Street are
for Martin Bates, furrier and importer. This includes the
year 1853, when documents in the Chaffey mpers show
that firm doing business at that address. ltt New York
City&#39;s tax records there is no accottnt of this firm, and in
the New York Tr&#39;meJ&#39;s daily listing of shipping in and out
of the port of New York for the years of the Civil 9292&#39;/ar,
there is not a single vessel mentioned which is registered
to Chaffey. This for a company which regularly ships into
and our of New York? Add to this the fact that the Chafi-ey
 �t�tl&#39;l�CSpt!Ilfl<�t�tC .��-tit least iliat wlticlt we&#39;ve st�t~n� is wrttteti,
not in a letter hook, but in an account letlgt-i; that the
ledger paper bears a British and not an American water-
mark; and that the handwriting is poor and in places
illegible in an era when mercantile firms etnploycd scribes
speci�cally for their penmanship�add all this together
and it is not hard to concltidc that Chaffey and Biggs never
existed, and that the papers of this spectral �rm are cl-.imsy
fakes.

Mirth the same can be said for the Lafayette Baker
|*fll*&#39;l&#39;-, --i�lt&#39;ll Sunn calls "journals and cipher-coded
inatiuscripts detailing the Lincoln kidnap-assassination
conspiracy plot and cover-up." At the outset it is enough

Z� 6 A

&#39; my that sc. 9292 _h a notorious liar and scottndrel
tl-at anything he sai -auld be unacceptable as evidence
unless extensively corroborated. But internal evidence in
the purported Baker journal makes certain that its infor-
mation is a fabrication, and probably not by Baker.

We are asked to believe that, according to Baker, Stanton
and his henchmen feared that Lincoln would not be re-
elected in 1864. Rather than have Democrat George McClel-
lan take the Presidency, they would kidnap Lincoln, Vice
President Hamlin, and Secretary of State Seward prior to
the inauguration. Then the Committee on the Conduct of
the War, controlled by Radicals, would appoint an interim
president who would announce that McClellan could not
take office. When Lincoln won the election, however. the
plotters retained their plans. for they feared Lincoln would
be too lenient on the South. Only this time it was Lincoln,
Seward, and Vice President Andrew_]ohnson who were to
be kidnapped, and ultimately killed.

Implicit in Baker&#39;s statement is a belief on Sranton&#39;s
part that in the event of the death or disability of the
President and Vice-President, the office would fall to the
Secretary ofState as senior cabinet officer. Equally implicit
is the supposition that Andrew Johnson would deal
lenicntly with the conquered South. 92�i/&#39;ell, there arc prob-
lems with this plot. First,_]ohnsort, so far a anyone knew
at this time, was in the Radical Republican camp; his
denunciations of the leadership of the Confederacy and
shrill calls for their execution were well known. More im-

portant, it is impossible to reconcile such blatant ignorance
ofstatutory and Coristitutiottal p &#39; &#39; s go -
dential succession with Edwin M. Stant0n&#39;s prior p tion
as Attorney General in the cabinet of _l;ttt�lt�s Bticlianan
and his reputation as a Constitutional lawyer. The suc-
cession in 1865-�a.s it had been sinci: l7�
�providecl that
the Presidency would pass to the President pro rem/tore of
the Senate in the event of the death or disability bf both
the President and Vice-President. Lafayette S. Foster of
Connecticut would automatically have become President
 interestingly, this order of succession changed in 1886 to
include cabinet officers in the succession order!. Seward
would never have entered the picture�which Stanton
would have known. Stanton would also have known that,
constitutionally, the Committee on the Conduct of the
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licity package: It shows a .1�/Q lT&#39;l lf &#39; than 30 years old
dressed in clothing which lll l_[ &#39;ome i�ll&#39; vogue untii
the lRSO&#39;s. If this is Pnltcr, tlit*-it putting the best light
on it. vie must believe tli.tl .�92l&#39;lLllC9292&#39; was R lrtistcd secret

agent at age fifteen!
With the George W. Julian Papers. we have a real gem.

julian, an organizer of the Republican Party, stood among
the foremost Radicals. He kept a diary during the war and
after. a diary which his daughter loaned to historian Claude
Bowers when he was researching his classic study of Recon-
struction, T/Je Tragic Era. When Bowers finished with the
diaries, Julian�: daughter destroyed the portions covering
the Civil War and donated the remainder to the Indiana

State Library. However, Sunn claims that they have a
transcript of the 1365 portion of the diary that Bowers
made before it was destroyed. And in the entry for April
24. 1365, there is an eight paragraph account of a meet-
ing in Stanton&#39;s office in which Stanton and several others
speak in panicked tones. of what is in B00th&#39;s diary, which
they have just received. Stanton gives the book to his tnistcd
henchman Thomas Eckert with orders that it be kept safe
and shown to no one. Note. this is April 24, two clays
before Booth�0r Boyd, if you will�is killed. lt is claimed
that the diary was found in Booth&#39;s abandoned coat, and
rushed to the War Department.

There are several problems here. First. a search of the
Claude llnw-rt P.tpt&#39;rs at Indiana University reveals no
tori~=pnii-ii~iiti- i~ llitlll�ll� that Bowers kept a transcript
of ilic Julian diary L!l any portion of it. Second, anyone
who has read T/we Tragic Era knows that Bowers was a
rabid anti-Radical. The book pours venom on Stanton.
Ben Wade, and others. lf Bowers really had such a diary
account revealing a Radical involvement with Booth and
a cover-up, it is inconceivable that he would not have
used it in his book. And the reason he did not use this

entry is because he had the genuine April 24, 1865 entry

today. Simply �nd a copy of the Indiana Magazine of
History for December 1915, which contains an article
titled "George W. ]ulian&#39;s journal.� Therein, interest-
ingly enough, is an entry for April 24. 1865. the same
date as in Sunn&#39;s alleged transcript. Only this entry has
but one paragraph, and instead of recounting conspiracy
and coverup, it describes a meeting of the Committee on
the Conduct of the 9292&#39;/ar. Instead of recording a meeting
at Stanton&#39;s office, it tells of an audience with President
johnson during whichjuliari was "morti�ed" at the Presi-
dent&#39;s bad grammar  page 337!. Obviously the fabricator
of the more lurid version of thejuiian diary didn&#39;t do his
or her homework, else this earlier publication of the
April 24 entry would have prevented the blundering
forgery which is a major piece of evidence in Sunri&#39;s ver-
sion of the conspiracy.

This sort of thing goes on and on. The film "proves"
for us the old legend that Booth married lzola D&#39;arcy.
Further we are told that Booth and his wife lived on his

farm near Harpers Ferry, and that it is to this farm that
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he cc/T �92t- ;ccssfu!ly escaping in 1865. The title an
tax b._,its tot i Qarea, however, show no transactirii. /.

�whatever that have Booth owning land. &#39;l&#39;ltt-re is rt Hull
incnt by Mitliacl O&#39;l..tiii,;lilcti in which he tlt-tails th---
involved in the massive plot and what was planned. Th
statement comes from the Osborn Oldroyd collection. 9292
are told. Oldroyd. an eminent collector of Lincolnian
kept inventories of his Lincoln items. Some are with h
papers in the University of Chicago Library. and nowhc.�
do they mention such a statement by O&#39;Laugh|en.

And there is testimony taken from the sister of Dat-
Herold, who fled with Booth and was later hanged wit
the other conspirators. lt is supposedly suppressed tes:
rnony which backs up the contention that Herold w.
never with Booth on the escape. Rather. he was ridir.
with Boyd in an attempt to find Booth. 92l0&#39;ell, the cred
bility of this one doesn&#39;t last beyond the �rst sententt
The initial question asked of l�lerold&#39;s sister is wheili
or not her husband is Edward C. Nelson. She says �yes
Yet church and census records verify that her hl.1§b&#39;ta|
was really Frederick M. Nelson! ls it not reasonable i
expect that after thirteen years of marriage Mrs. Nels-
would know her husband&#39;s given name? Additional err-&#39;»
abound in this obviously bogus testimony._Oh. yes. at
in the revelation from Mrs. Edward Nelson--or was
.,,i,--- . :_ _i__ .____i:_:.... ..-. . ..Frectertcit�� uit: tatitaiiciiig fact that l�l&#39;.&#39; is � &#39; "

Herold kept a diary in 1865 and that a relation of h-
had it. Since this is the only hint to date ofa Herold dtai
and since it comes from a suspect document. any dart"
Herold diary which may hereafter come to light must cc
tainly be viewed with caution.

Sunn&#39;s story line claims that David Herold was captutt
only the day after the usassination and then sent off wi:
Boyd to capture Booth. To sppport this they cite a rew; -
poster for Booth. Surratt and Herold. in which the pho
of Herold is the same as a later view in which he is hart

l-92-¢ YW 1--LIILI |.J¢192

. before him. And anyone who is interested can read it ¢uff¢d after his capture at the Garrett lfarrh on April 2
:�:. The conclusion is that this photo wu taken April l-

Othenvise, how would the government have a photo -
Herold, in irons, to put on a wanted poster issued da-
before his capture? While superficially persuasive, ti
claim. too, dissolves under scrutiny. There are at least tv.
known versions of the reward poster dated April 20. 5
addition to the version at which Sunn points its finpt
there is a poster which shows Herold as an adolescc
schoolboy, and a photograph purporting to be_]ohn Surr.
which is obviously erroneous. This is the poster distribuv
by Luther B. Baker at the behest of Lafayette C. Bak-1
The Sunn version of the poster�though they don&#39;t mc
tion this�has a photograph of John Surratt taken
approximately 1867. The second poster�with the |..
Surratt photograph and the post-capture Herold phc
graph-t92-as undoubtedly a response to the clamor l
"souvenirs" of the century&#39;s greatest crime. In slit»
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Reward poster with a photograph of Herold as an adolescent and
an erroneous photograph ol lohn Surratt.

startling claims in the �lm are based upon documents
which. if not outright forgeries, arc so highly suspect as
to make them inadmissable as evidence in any serious
investigation. While Sunn has unearthed a mass of docu-
mentary evidence. little would withstand the scrutiny of
serious ltistorians.

just who had this material. and why, may never be
known. There have been forgets and charlatans working
in the field of Lincolniana ever since his death. Joseph
Cosey produced some very well known Lincoln forgeries
in the early 1900&#39;s. And the famous Minor collection of
spurious documents relating to Linc0ln_ancl Ann Rutledge
dates back to 1928."I&#39;here have been many faked photos
of Lincoln in death. It should hardly be surprising, then,
that a lot of documents relating to the assassination have
been manufactured. Americans do love a conspiracy, and
in the case of Lincoln&#39;s death someone wanted one bad

&#39;T"T&#39; &#39;
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War yDeparlmenl. Wslringlon, April 20, 1865.
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""8"! 110$!" thowirra oost�cavtvre Dhotoaraoh of David Herold
and 1867 photograph ol john Suuattc

enough to invent data supporting a plot of monumental
proportions. We may never know the identity of the per-
son or persons who concocted the material that Sunn has
found. or when it was done. indeed. the work is so
clumsily amateurish that is authorship sho� &#39;h-aritahly
be left anonymous. One should not criticize Sunn Classic
Pictures over much for using this material. Pictures are
their business. not history. Given the material to make :1
box office hit with blodrbusting revelations. they simply
have not questioned their evidence too closely.

One might suppose that the point of all this is to advise
the readers of C WU not to pay good money to see "The
Lincoln Conspiracy" when it comes to your theater. Not
so. Go and see it. Sec it ta-ire. Take your friends and your
family. Watch it carefully. You will literally see history ir.
the making. Lool-: with a careful eye and an open mind:
there is, after all, the remote possibility that they really
havc something. The picture is based on far more docu-
ments than we can discuss here, and there is always the
chance that they have turned up worthwl-til&#39;e neh material:
after all. only last year the "lost" manuscript account of
the assassination by Louis _]. Weichmann-undeniably
genuine-finally came out in print.

But watch for the innuendo, the stretched truth. Keep
in mind the evidence that the film is based upon. and
what has been shown here about the evidence. Then decide
for yourself. That is the point of this editorial. To urge
you not to walk out oftlm theater unquestioningly accept-
ing what you have seen as being the truth. Because onet-
that happens. then we have all begun to lose touch with
our past-and without that there can be no sure grip on
he future. ¢ .
And then, if there is anyone who still bus-sxhtlttar this

�lm has to offer. Boy! can I make you a d i on theBrooklyn Bridge.  "

William C. Davis

Editor
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Now, About Those 18 �Missing
.92&#39;nw. dear render, herc�s a proposition:

I-Irrry div you&#39;ve cut to determine, if you
road us at all. what�: true, what&#39;s false, and.
as in most 1-.-ses. what lies incnnrlusively in
lar-tween. Witness today.

I-Ilsewhcre in these pages. you&#39;ll tinrl a
rolunin by our colleagues. Jack Andcrson
and i.rs 9292&#39;iiiilen. it begins with the rivet-
tn; words: "The l-�Bi has quietly entered the
invesligatimi ni anotiicr presidential assassi-
nation-this one the 112-year-old shooting
oi� Ahrahzim Lincoln . , ," The column goes
on to say: �Tile belated FBI inquiry into
Lincoln�: death may help to resolve such
mysteries as these: 92&#39;i&#39;as Lincoln the victim
oi� a secret conspiracy reaching 1|-liq 11]; own
cabinet? . .  Credit for this monumental
investigation  "new light on these questions�!
is given to "some is pages that mysteriously
disappeared irum Booth�: diary but may now
have turned up." And: "Now an tndei�atli&#39;:-
able American expert, Joseph Lynch oi�
Worthington, Mass, has found what appears
to be the missin: Paces.�

Not havinc much else to report in this
most normal summer since the &#39;50:, which
is to say dull, aside from the recent dia-
cotery of that long-extinct, prehistoric man-
ster, the plesiosaurus, irom the murky depths
oi the southern seas oi! New Zealand. or a
sociological examination of the deeper siti-
niticance oi the latest phenomenon, the
fiim �Star 9292�-Ira." we turn now to that burn-
ing question-�not who killed Kennedy, imi-
wlin killed Lincoln. Ami also how that suh
J|�L�l happens in surtare in tho prua this
iirst week oi� August. &#39;77.

I&#39;4~l_
The American expert. Joseph l._vnch,li-J1

his arlrlress as P0. Hos 72. Worthintllnu.
.92lass, liis phone, the operator any-s, has hem
disconnected. A tiny of liidetaiisabie tva&#39;:k-
ing led from Wortltinzton, Mass., to Salt

Lake City, Utah, and ended at the Steam-
boat Square Book Shop in Albany, N.Y.,
when Mr. Lynch waa said to receive mea-

 Isages. l-ie&#39;s a very private man who 1ealoua-
l_92&#39; guards his privacy," the proprietor laid.
cautiously. l92lr. Lynch maintains a phone in
the Albany area, but it, too. is unlisted.
Finally, late in the day. after more enter-
prising investigative reporting, the elusive
Mr. Lynch himself was on the phone.

�i�m always interested in the subject oi,
shall we say, Americana. the artifact: of
history,� h�prunnunccd, in a Brooklyn ac-
cent. "One might call mo a dealer-collector.
in general, I know a lot about American bla-
tory. it&#39;a the thing I liked beat in school.
1&#39;15 not a liberal in my politlcl. Ne one�:
ever accused me oi being a Communist 1!
anything. I&#39;m conaervativa in my views. I&#39;m
totally amateur, I admit. My education is
limited to high school and the business
arena, as we know it--making a living from
one day to next. I&#39;m not Charlie Big Bucks,
either."

lilr. Lynch then proceeded to tell the tol-
lowtng story:

Some 3% years age. he was conducting an
invr-ntory and appraisal oi paper: in the
possession at Iieira of Edwin M. Stanton.
Lincoln�: secretary oi war. As is his custom,
he read out a description 0! various letter:
and manuscript pages into a tape recorder,
Among the papers were some 18 pages ol
handwritinc, which seemed to have been
turn from a diary. In checking into the enn-
lenL!, he determined that theaa wera the
minim: vases from John Wilkes Booth�!
diary. No matter how. l-Ic did.

in the cnurse of hil work. lie happened to
mention his discovery to another dealer, who
In turn passed it on tn another, who in turn
- - . Anyway. you get the picture: Tho word
was out. �

Fast curtain, em air. L92�|
David Balsiger, end act one. l-hr

I4-I
David Balsigcr it as in the l-

ing a movie on "The Lincoln
to be pi-cduced by Sunn Cln
with OUILBS in Salt Lake f
Anpclcs. Sunn Classic descri"
"a unique family �lm t0ll�l].I3I&#39;I�~&#39;
motionai material. Sunn says 92
tore starting a picture, this tnI92&#39;

fh¥§�du
HYPE

pany locates the special group I-&#39;
will enjoy that particular kind
then shapes it to their preir
custom tailor.�

In other words. it uses the -
nlques that serve us in everythl
in: cigarettes to politicians: ma-
aearch, polling computer red
termine what the audience wa
rnakes the films. "Doeu-dram-
them. Some of Sunn�: ercditi.
TV: "The Lite and Times at G1�
"The Mysterious Monsters" and
in: World of Psychic PlIeriom=

The I-0m|1nn_v modestly-Alain
coin Conspiracy" will uncou-
shocking historical conspiracy 1&#39;
It&#39;s sort of A 92Vater;ate-rwi�
Wnler;;alo ever happentd, 0!
seeds of lhe crime, and lo I011
lives. Ami sells. Even

David Baisiger, t
gative snooper" by 1|"
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lirmly photo of Stanton.

_ cirit iilr. Lvnch. rnirr a
� . rnd act nnc. l�lnt tiiickriis.
f re-I
1 or was in liic l-Inst rcscai&#39;cli-

.i �The Lincoln  .&#39;or..~i1irar92&#39;."
rt by Suiin Classic Pictures,
ll Salt. Lake  �iiy and isos
92 Classic dost-rihcs itscli as
ilv film company." in its ]92I&#39;t!-
rial, Sunn says  ii itself: "Be-
picture, this innovative com-

zg�dnsma
lYPE
e special group ot Dgoplg who
r particular kind ot film and
&#39; lo their preferences like a

-�do. it U50: tlie inorlerii lech-
i"92&#39;e us in everything from sell-
�o politicians: mass market re-
:. computer readouts to do
the audience wants. Then it
inis_ �Docu-dramas," it calls
r Siinn&#39;a credits, ior tilm and
and Times ot Grizzly Adams,�
I-I5 Monsicrs" loci "The Amaz-
-�sychii: Phenomena."
�92&#39; modestly claims �The Lln~
".V" will uncover �the most.
Pica! conspiracy of our times."
I lVatergate-revisited, before
-r happened, at course. The
-imc. and so  oi-tli. Watergate
s. Even he!-ire the  act.
M�. described as �an investi-

 l92l&#39; the was doinl
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I"rom o hook on Booth, rmulitian of his capture by New York mvr�&#39;r_v-

tlic giimslioe work that all i&#39;cpnrtcr-rescarch-
cr iiii.-csligalois must do iviicn he stumbled
on a icnct.

ile says he 9292&#39;a! in Wasliiiigioii. D.C._ at a
Civil 9292�I9292&#39; tine gun show. when lie licarel
about an Ainerica na collector who had found
the missing pages from i3ooih&#39;s diary. �it
look mc nearly §I�  weeks to track Lynch
 luv.-ii," iiaisiqor says. .-�titer calling dealers
ii-orn New York to Boston, he finally got a
call back. He and Lynch began negotiations
oi-er the material. And lserc, it it hasn&#39;t al-
ready, the story becomes too complex to un-
ravcl at this writing. But the essence;

Balsiger uys Lynch estimated the value ot
the material at e quarter of e million to e
million dollars, and that Lynch, acting as
the middleman for the heirs, first put. a price
oi a quarter million on it. lynch denies this.
The Stanton heirs. he says, didn&#39;t want to
deal with anyone. �So far as they were con-
cerned, the diaiy was a black spot on every-
one concerned," ho says. That. is, Stanton
clearly was implicated as the master con-
sptrator. How would you like to be known
as a direct descenrlsnt of the man who had
Father Abraliiini slain?

In the end. Lyiich sold to the movie coin-
pany s transcript oi the supposed diary, made
from his tape-recorded descriptions. The
price was SOYl�iL�WiV.*!�Q between $5,000 and
:i9.L"..�0, The movie company claim: to have
done exhaustive vv-irk into authenticating the
pages. Thcy were evaluated �by historical
¢XP¢92&#39;15." ""1 by other means. Voice analyses
�"6" P�f�r�ied on numerous taped inter-
views �using tho ~-irholoeit-at stress evalu-
ator  P515!, I �lrtilli&#39; iiineliing uggd by ll".
enforcement agencies and the CIA."

NOW You must understand one tact: At
this paint, no one lies seen than nmly fgund
pages. l92&#39;o one has met. the Stnntun I-loin, N0
one, aside i&#39;l&#39;nrn L&#39;."m-h, luuiivo who they arc,
or wlirre tln~_92- |t92&#39;t� .92ii.1 tlir-y aren&#39;t. talking.
T00 niuch bad pti|92Ilt&#39;lty_  pg much embn-.
i-assment to the old family mine,

- . II� A
I , � ~&#39; h4._ &#39;i�, I &#39; &#39; i

ssiing Pages � in Booth ~�s Diary
"And what about that FBI investigation?�

you ask. itcad on. Dcrloucmci-it to come.
OW!

Sometime last fall. Michael tllikri liar-
nimi. curator of the Ford&#39;s Thcatcr Museum.
got ii call. it might be worth his time to con-
tort a tilm company. Sum-i Classic. in Salt
Lake City, he was toid. Seems new material
on the Lincoln assassination had been
turned up. New material is always turninit
up. but l-Ian-non made the call, In time, ha
met Lynch, Baisiger and other pcopll troi-ii
the movie company. One of the asked tor,
and got, permission to photograrh the twili-nol :lI92f92"92 Rina-er an rfienlnw In Hon muanurnlllll Adlll-I92]| an-.1 -.. uaaynd� ... vwov .....¢- �.-
Thcre had been rumors. among the horde;
of Lincoln assassination conspiracy buli .
that Booth�: diary contained "invisible"
writing. The keys to the case.

After that, Harmon says. the government
decided to protect itself. "We asked the FBI
to examine the diary in our possession to
alleviate any future uncertainty an to its
authenticity, or any questions pertaining to
&#39;iiidden� writing.� That was donc. The diary
is now hack in its case in Ford�: Theater.

The FBI has never ioalted at the �missing
pages" tram the diary, As Harmon says:
"Being ii can�otla historian. I have to an"
this: The burden of historical proot rests on
Lynch. If a guy says. �Hey, I have the docu-
ments that say Mary Lincoln did it.� it�: tho
burden of that penon to produce the docu-
ments in question. The only way anybody�!
going to be able to determine their aut.�isen-
ticity is when they become public dociuncotl
subject to public scrutiny and examination

Harmon�: o Civil War butt hiinaell, E0 Ir
calls being fascinated by an event I yell
ago. Li-neoln&#39;a wallet had been sealed llllli
a hos maintained at the Smithsonian. it was
oiaciicd during the bicentennial celebrluoll
Guess what they found.

Five dollars-lo Confederate mone!- - ».. - i �.. -
> J . _ - i

, ll ,1
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Senate Pane]
B_92 Victor Cohn

9292�I.IYl|I92l|.�ll PO92[ Qtalf 92�&#39;|&#39;}l~f
Pi-esidcni. Cartons plan to brin:

hospital costs under control passed its
first liurrlle i&#39;estci"day when a Senate
committee voted even tougher limits
on hospital aiirt medical spendihi
than he proposed.

The Cartel� llroposal for an approxi~
male 9 net� cent limit on at-irillll in-
creases in hospital rerenuea was
arloptell 9 to 3 in iiomeirhai altered
form by the Senate Human Resources
Committee.

Health. Education and Welfare Ser-
I�l-�tll&#39;!&#39; -&#39;0-�¬f92l1 A. Czilifaiio Jr. called
the committee action �a dramatic first
Flc|1lD92&#39;92��l�l&#39;| cliei-tziiic the l�¬Clfl8SS in-
ei-eases� that have seen hospital costs
rising by 15 per cent yearly.

But the cost control plan must still
be at-ted on by the Senate Finance
and the lloitse 92l&#39;a_92-it and Means and
Conimerre committees. In none of
time three has it even emerged from
healtli subcommittees.

This makes it 92�ll&#39;tll3ll§&#39; sure that no
controls. could go into etleet by Oct. 1,
the President&#39;s target date.

The version passed 5&#39;esterrla}&#39;�-
shared larzelv by Sen. Edward M.
Kciiiiedy  D~i92tass.! and his health sub-
 �0llll�l�|ll.lC � staff--it-oulcl add two im-
portant provisions to the administra-
tion plan.

One ii I uronosed two-year morato-
runi on hospital builtiin� or eililnnsion
:�;t~cnl  states that adept statetsllle
plans pi-oi-idini: for such expansion.
The administration had proposed lini-
iting such building to $2.5 billion
9292�tll&#39;lll iii the t9292&#39;o years, a sharp reduc-
tion from an expected $7 billion worth
without a lid. _

Yesterday�: version would also
prevent doctors from adding equip-
ment worth more than 5150.000 to
their offices nitliout state health plan-
niri: agency aivoroval. .

The coinrnittee bill would also:
&#39; Force hospitals to make financial

statements including pro-fits and
losses in all departnieiits. available to
consumers as vi-ell as to the 1-ll&#39;292V sec-
retary.

I Attemnl to discourage private
hospitals from transferring or �demo-
irig" nonpaying patients into public
hospitals.

° Allow hospitals to increase rates
and revenues by more than 9 per cent
if agreements with nonsupervisory.
iowinrome workers call for larger
wage boosts. Unions have persuaded
the administration to accept this coin-
]J92�t&#39;|l&#39;lll!¬. even though it and other ex-
ceptions might raise the limit on rev-
nues to 10 to 11 per cent.

President Carter in April said hol-
nital cost controls could sat-r £2 hil-
lion the first year. Hr called this Hail
on health cost roiitrol essential it tin-
llFilll�l�l is to afford BtlCl|92lilO natit92n.il
health insurance.

-I
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Cull� Passes On T0ughAb0rti0nS£and
By Spencer Rich

Wtaliinnan Post lull Writer
The itouse. insisting on a tough

antiabnrtion position, voted&#39;23B to
182 last night to ban all lot-erriment
lllnllill� ot abortions except to save
the life of the mother.

The issue now goes back to the
Senate to cletermine_ whether the
Senate will take the I-louse lanauaze
or continue to demand softer language
with more exceptions.

The vote came on an amendment-
to the final !louse~Senate compromise
version of the $601 billion appropria-
tiuns bill for the departments of
Labor and Health. Education and Wel-
fare for fiscal 1918.

The House. in initially passing the
hill had banned all federal funding
of abortions but the Senate had
substantially weakened it. The Senate
alltiwed exceptions for situations
9292&#39;ll �l�8 the life of the mother ivas
threatened, where pregnancy resulted
from rape or incest or where the
woman&#39;s doctor considered abortion
�merlioaliy necessary� for whatever
physical or psychological reason.

In conference. where all other dil-
fereiiees between the two bills were
settled. there was a complete impasse
on abortion and House floor man-
ager Daniel Flood tD-Pa.! i-rent back
to the House last night for i-eendorse-
meiit at a strict House position.

Flood said. "A large vote for it
this time will send a clear message
to the other body" that the House

T0day�s Activilie
lcnato
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isn&#39;t gio�i: to bail: down on tau;-It
languaize, which is faiorerl by thi-
Carter admiiiistrainiii.

Rep. Henry li,de tlt~lll.!. author n.�
the original House amendment. said.
"A fetus is a human lite . . abortion
kills human lire." tic s. id the 5t.lPl&#39;en.|&#39;
Court had ruled that " �92&#39;CI92 thoueli
abortion is legal, there is no consti-
tutional right to have it yinid for ll!�
Public funds." The bill affects only
those women. about 230.000 In 300.000
a year. who have atllurlions funded tn"
the Medicaid n1�"§ram for lriw-income
women. it doom�; pi-event extram-
lrom having an abortion it rho can
pa! I-itli her own funds.

Reps. Louis Stokes  D-Ohio!. Davitl
Obey  D-9292&#39;is.!, Patricia Schroeder ill
Colo.l and several others all argued
that the House ban is so tight that
it wouldn&#39;t allow for abortions even
in situations where the fetus Win
luimrn to be seriously detective or
wbere the nre,;n:ine_v would i&#39;lamii;i92
the health of the woman, even Lt not
directly tlireateiiing tier llic.

Stotes and others argued it would
deprive women of the right to abol-
tion simply because they ran�! pa;
for it.

Stalin said the pi-oi-i.<&#39;on would
"force . . . wurrien to continue pre;~
naiaeiea even when they kiinw the;
are carrying a &#39;lefm-med or diseased�
fetus, i.<5Ol�lll&#39;l;_{ that according to
HI-;92"i&#39; predictions there would lu-
29?-.t&#39;.iiIl illegal abortions. 25.000 til-
nesu-: or ll92Jlll&#39;lOS and 230 deaths.

s in Senate, Housi-
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be given to a commission insulated
from political pressures. _
As �nally passed. thong sivea the

commission power to� let a price of
new natural pas hut authorise: the
secretary to make proposal: and to set
reasonable time llmlis  or the eommls-
&#39;sion to make s derision. .

The eommisr-ion ,o-ould also set
wholesale interstate electricity rates
and would share with the aecretary
limited l&#39;|l&#39;i &#39;in: powers twer domestic
erode oil.  Oil prices Wore basically
set by a i975 law and under the pend-
.ing energy bill would be taxed up to
the world price!
, The power to set gas prices would
he crucial to cam-tn: out a coherent
national energy policy it Congrei-s ID-
proves Carter&#39;s proposal to continue
price eonlroln over new natural gas
and extend them to intrastate as Well

_as interstate gas.
1 Carter and Schlesinger issued state-
ments praising Congress for swift
&#39;action on the reorganization.

The new Energy Department would
acquire energy functions Iron-i four
Cabinet departments and one inde-
pendmt regulatory agonry.

From the interior Department it
would ialre réiiu�ii marketini lunc-

j��lli  st-�er electric power, new handled
.b_92&#39; the Bureau of Reclamation and In-
terior&#39;s tour regional power adminis-
trations: coal development and energy
data programs. now in the Bureau of
.hltnea; and control over the rate oi
;ener|y pt�0�l.it&#39;l.itln on the public lands,
,n--w in the Geological Survey and the
Bureau of Land Management. The
BLM would retain responsibility for
actual leasing oi public lands.

The new department would also be
given:

Couple Convicted for
Feeding Lye to Baby

LDS ANGELES. Aug. 2  UPI!-
Lehta Mae Veal. 19. ta to be sen-
tenced Sept. B for {ceding her 5-week-
old baby caustic lye in a plot to black-
mnil a babyfood company. Her hus-
band. Eddie. 26. ilio &#39;�ii been con-
victed and la to be sentenced Aug. ll.
- The couple complained in April.
1976. that after they fed I can oi� baby
food to their daughter. Jeanette, she
beiann to vomit blood.

inveatltlators later said that the
Venls had spiked the blby food with
drain cleanrr. a cattatlo lye solution
that burned the infant&#39;s mouth and
throlt. intending to sue the baby iood
company and t-nllect The
child was placed in

� Authority to set building conser-
vation standards. iron! the Depart-
ment ol Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

&#39; Voluntary industrial conservation
programs, tram the Commerce Depart»
mcnt.

I Jurisdiction and administration of
the naval petroleum and oil shale re-
serves in California, Wyoming, Colo
rado and Utah, from the Department
ol Defense.

I Authority to set oil pipeline and
coal slurry rates. from the Interstate
Commerce Commission.

_ &#39;I&#39;92&#39;I

Insulation Han Approved
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The House had written in a �aunsetf
provision requiring that the cleoart
ment go out of existence by the end
oi� 1982 unless Congress extended itslite. The administration opposed mfg
arguing that it would prevent lo
range planning. The coniereea settled
on a provision that merely directs thf
President to make a l!0mpl�Gl&#39;t¢n.si92&#39;Q
review 0! the department�: periorm_
anee and report on it to Congress by
Jan. 15, 1882. .

The Department of Energy becomes
the 12th Cabinet-level department, the
first to be created since the Depart-
ment ol Transportation in 1968. E

In 1st House Energy Vote i
EN I-IRGY. From A1

local l|lDp2&#39;let92l. But. federal officials
could keep tilitles out oi� the lending
or installing business it it were eon-
aidercd anti-competitive. Utllitiea that
were in the business of installing inau-
lation as of April 20, when President
Carter delivered his energy message,
could continue.

The hill requires state governors to
compile lira of lending institutions
and insulation auppltera in eleb area
iur the benefit oi residents. The close
rote appeared due to the argument
made by llepulslicans that governors
might he tempted to list only their po-
litical suu9oI&#39;icrs-

In other actions. all subject to 11>
ronsitleroiian beiorc passage oi the
bill inter in the week. the House:

I 92 med 212 to 210 toorder a study
by lhr Denartrneni of Transportation
of the potential energy savings from
n-tilne minimum enerly standards for
�oi&#39;t~hl,&#39;_&#39;hw=&#39;t_v vehicles." including non-
rontmct-:-inl moiorhnats and airt-rnit.
tinuolmr n92l|t&#39;<&#39;Ull� rmuimmt-ntn tor an»
iun&#39;.|-l|.i!�.< tukr client with IITB mori-
cls lhia fall. """ callyhthia an-
_ to-am-�

other case of government control oi-
prtvete poeseseiorta. &#39; &#39;

° Voted 252 to l� to order another
DO�I�_ study of the enerzy Potential ol-
i&#39;ered by bicycles and how to elimi-
nate obatacles to their use by commut-
err.

&#39; Authorized 317 to 105 a S65 mil-
lion outlay to help loeal governments
survey insulation needs in munielpal
buildings.

The bill also authorizes $900 million
in grants over three years to help in-
sulate aehools and hospitals. Adopted
265 to 101 was an amendment apply-
ing to this construction work the Dn-
vis-Baeon Act requirements that work»
er: be paid the prevailing lxal weae.

Also appl&#39;0V0d�ls the l-louseby the section without .m.»¢t§:$
was a requirement that energy �H;
ards be set for major home .
anoea. ~ pm,

The President�; Schorlule
I a.n92.-National seen-rltv illioilil. .
I28 A-In-ice lit! Leno, chines l�q
6.15 a.sn.--Stgx-Ina at tor Pf! salvtrra A�.
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I would like to thank you for your suggestions

and interests in our examination of the John Wilkescbooth -
"diary".

The two photographs you so kindly furnished are
being returned herewith as you requested.

when our examination is completed the results will
be furnished by official report to the Department of Interior,
National Park Service, Washington, D. C.

Sincerely yours,

C. M, Kaila�;

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

Enclosures �! V38
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

P�.-&#39;- &#39;."3§".."}&#39;i§H UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE go L413 Flu;
c"3&#39;77 Loborciory Work Sheet D LATENT
deg

To:
United States Department of Interior
National Park Service
National Capital R"&#39;g10n ]i�B[F1�LENQ_ C. , � � _
1100 Ohio Drive, S; W. I": &#39; -� �
Washington, D. C. 20242 LA5,NQ_

D-770520035
Re: U11&#39;§92&#39;Nf.&#39;!&#39;v&#39;-�N SUBJ RC1�; YOUR NQ_

JO&#39;{i�N WILI-18 BOOTH

Examination by:
Hones

Exarnination requested by:
Addresses

Reference:
Letter S-19-7?

&#39; Examination requested:
Document

Specimens received:
5-19-T7 &#39;

A

Q1 Diary of X�nhn John wmlkeu Booth

H. /. , //I
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°� Acting Regional Director

Untted States Department
of the Interior

National Park Service

National Capital Region
Washington, D. C. 202h2

R� AUTHENTICATION or
JOHN wxnxes eoowuls DIARY

FBI FILE NO.

LAB. NO.

YOUR NO.

Examination by:

Examinmion requested by: Addra sage

Reference: Letter

Examination requested: Doc ume nt

Specimens received:
Kl Two letters written&#39;by JOHN WILKES BOOTH
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Over-all photograph of diary in an

/r-w

COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

open position showing
major area of missing pages, left page headed "DECEMBER,
l864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages, left page
is inside of front cover, right page is headed "Pocket
DIARY, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages, same as
"2", showing portions of writing under cut edge between
cover and diary page. &#39;

Photograph of open diary depicting
page depicting railroad time table
AND TIME."

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "A COMPLETE TABLE
AS AMENDED MARCH 3, 1863.�

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "STAMP DUTIES."

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "A TABLE OF STAMP DUTIE

two pages, right
headed "DISTANCES

two pages,
OF STAMP DUTIES

two pages, left

two pages, left A
S ON DEMAND AND

TIME NOTES, INLAND BILLS OF EXCHANGE, ETC."

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "ECLIPSES IN 1864.�

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "MOON&#39;S PHASES FOR 1864

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "FEBRUARY, 1864"

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "APRIL, 1864"

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "JUNE, 1864"

Rhotograph of open diary depicting
page headed "AUGUST, l864"

_1_

two pages, left

two pages, left
SAN FRANCISCO."

two pages, left

two pages, left

two pages, left

two pages, left
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14. Photograph of open diary, depicting two pages,
left page headed "OCTOBER, 1864.�

15. Photograph of open diary, depicting two pages, left
page headed �DECEMBER, 1864," showing remaining cut
edges of missing pages  close�up of No. 2!.

16. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page bearing handwritten date "April 1865�
 mechanically printed date "Tuesday, June 14, 1864"!

17. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, JUNE 20, l864."

18. Photograph of Open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 1864."

19. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1864."

20. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, JULY 8, 1864."

21. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, JULY 14, 1864.�

22. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "TUESDAY, JULY 26, 1864."

23. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, AUGUST l, 1864."

24. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 1864."
 Tear shows across right sheet.!

25. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
same as 24, except tear shows across left sheet.

26. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, AUGUST l9, 1864."

27. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1864."

28. Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1864."
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Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1864

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed �FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1864.�

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1864.

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headedw�FRIDAY, NOVEMBER ll, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1864.

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1864 "

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1864.

-3_
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Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1864

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MEMORANDA."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. FEBRUARY."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. APRIL."  Tear
top right page.!

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
top of left page is torn, right page is heade
"CASH ACCOUNT JUNE."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. JULY."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASI-If ACCOUNT. AUGUST."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. OCTOBER."

41

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. NOVEMBER."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. DECEMBER."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUMMARY OF CASH ACCOUNT."
 right page is blank and partially torn!

Photograph of open diary depicting partially
torn back page and back inside cover.

Photograph depicting partially closed diary.
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-~< 59. Photograph depicting "back" of closed diary
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Photograph depicting "front" of closed diary

and pockets.
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60. Photograph of diary depicting inside leather surfaces
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BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70.

71.

72.

Photograph of open diary depicting _two pages, right page
headed "Pocket DIARY, 1864," left page is inside front
cover. &#39;

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages, same as
"61," showing portions of writing under cut edge between
cover and diary page.

Photograph of open diary depicting
page depicting railroad time table
AND TIME . " &#39;

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed �A CQMPLETE TABLE
AS AMENDED MARCH 3, 1863."

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "STAMP DUTIES."

Photograph of open diary depicting

two pages, right
headed "DISTANCES

two pages,
OP STAMP DUTIES

two pages, left

two pages, left
page headed "A TABLE OF STAMP DUTIES on DEMAND AND
TIME NOTES, INLAND BILLS or EXCHANGE, ETC."

Photograph of open diary depicting
page headed "ECLIPSES IN 1864."

I

Photograph of open diary depicting

two pages, left

1&#39;

two pages, left
page headed "MQON&#39;S PEASE5 FOR 1864 SAN FRANQISQQ"

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
page headed "FEBRUARY, 1864"

left

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages, left
page headed "APRIL, 1864"

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages, left
page headed "JUNE, 1864�

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages, left
page headed "AUGUST, 1864"

_5-
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Photograph of open diary, depicting two pages,
left page headed "OCTOBER, l864."&#39;

Photograph of open diary, depicting two pages,
left page headed "DECEMBER, 1864," showing remaining
cut eges of missing pages.

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page bearing handwritten date "April 186

two pages,

 mechanically printed date "Tuesday, June l4,

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "MONDAY, JUNE 20,

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "SUNDAY, JUNE 26,

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "SATURDAY, JULY 2,

Photograph of open diary depicting

two pages,
1864."

two pages,
1864."

two pages,
1864.�

two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, JULY 8, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, JULY l4, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "TUESDAY, JULY 26,

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "MONDAY, AUGUST 1,

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed "SUNDAY, AUGUST 7,
 Tear shows across right sheet.!

Photograph of open diary depicting

two pages,
1864."

two pages,
1864.��

two pages,
1864."

two pages,

Sln
1864"!

Same as 83, except tear shows across left sheet.

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed �FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 1864.

Photograph of open diary depicting
left page headed �TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1864.

two pages,
N

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, SEPTEMBER l2, 1864."

_7_
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89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100

101

102

M
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Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1864

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1864.�

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1864.

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed �TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5,�l864."

I

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed �THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1864.

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1364

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed �SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1364.

_3_
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Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1864."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1964."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "MEMORANDA."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. FEBRUARY."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. APRIL.�  Tear
of right page.!

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
top of left page is torn, right page is headed
"CASH ACCOUNT JUNE.�

Phototograph of open diary depicting two pages
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. JULY."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. AUGUST."

I

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. OCTOBER."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. NOVEMBER."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "CASH ACCOUNT. DECEMBER."

Photograph of open diary depicting two pages,
left page headed "SUMMARY OF CASH ACCOUNT."
 Right page is blank and partially torn.!

Photograph of open diary depicting partially
torn back page and back inside cover.

-9-
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116

117

118

119

/1 i

Photograph of diary depicting inside leather
surfaces and pockets.

Photograph depicting "back" of closed diary.

Photograph depicting partially closed diary.

Photograph depicting "front" of closed diary

I
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FORENSIC TECHNIQUES APPLIED TO THE
JOHN WILKES BOOTH DIARY

120. Infrared reflectance photograph of inside of front
cover  8" by 10� negative!.

121. High contrast photograph of inside of front cover
 8" by 10" negative!.

122. Infrared reflectance photograph of inside of back
cover  8" by 10" negative!. -&#39;

123. High contrast photograph of inside of back cover
 8" by 10" negative!.

Photographs 120 through 123 were attempts to enhance the
indistinct writing on the inside front and back covers of the
diary.

124 and 125. Indented writing photographs from page headed
"TUESDAY, JULY 5, I864."  Two 5" by 7"
negatives showing two different lighting
angles have been printed side by side.!

126 and 127. Indented writing photographs from page.
headed "CASH ACCOUNT. SEPTEMBER."  Two
5" by 7" negatives showing two different
lighting angles have been printed side by
side.!

128. Photographic print made from X-ray negative of
folded diary.

129. Photographic print made from X�ray negative of
unfolded diary.

130. Black and white photograph �" by 5" negative!
utilizing #15 yellow filter of page entitled
"SATURDAY, JUNE ll, 1854."

-11-
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utilizing #15 yellow filter of page entitled &#39;7&#39;
"TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 1864."

Black and white photograph �" by 5� negative! &#39;
utilizing #15 yellow filter of page entitled
"MONDAY, JUNE 20, 1864."

.
Black and white photograph �" by 5" negative!
utilizing #15 yellow filter of page entitled
"SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 1864."

Black and white transparency showing page entitled
"SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 1864" and print showing page
entitled "FRIDAY, JUNE l7, lB64."  The transparency
is an enlargement of negative #75. The print is an
enlargement of negative #77. They should be
enlarged to as nearly the same size as is possible.!

The order of photographs 135 through 366 is similar to
that of photographs 1 through 60. They are grouped
according to the particular photographic technique used
to produce them.

135

193

251

309

I

through 192. Infrared reflectance photographstof
the whole diary in sequence

through 250. In�rared luminescence photographs of
the whole diary in sequence.

through 308. Ultra-violet reflectance photographs
of the whole diary in sequence.

Visible flourescence with ultra�violet
&#39;:11&#39;|&#39;|IInq&#39;b92a&&#39;:r92192 AI: J-�mas Q.I|�I92Q921A Aéeane �cuL-I-1]-92-llll-LIIQMJ-92Jll LIL L-11¢ VV1-l92-I-I-C LILQ-L1 -Ll]

sequence.

through 366.

The following photographs are depictions of the known
handwriting of JOHN WILKES BOOTH received from the National_
Archives: ~

Hgiaék and white photograph �" by 5" negative! .§,w_?;iv� 1.-.
&#39;.

~
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367. Two pages from letter beginning "Dearest beloved
_Mother ..." M
J�
; .

368. Two pages from letter beginning "on that account ...

369. Final page of letter beginning "watch you with ...�

370. First page of letter beginning "My Dear Sir ..."

371. Second page of letter beginning "say country right .

372. Third page of letter beginning "Knows no one would
Lao

73. Fourth page of letter beginning "Republican party.
Strange ..." _

374. Fifth page of letter beginning "never bestowed &#39;
upon ..."

375. Sixth page of letter beginning "the entire world
could ..."

&#39; 4&#39;

4
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Mr. Clarence Kelly
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

92 I Washington, D. C. 20005 Attn: Mr. Barry Mones
92

9292 Dear Sir:

At the request of a group of Lincoln scholars, the�
~. National Park Service has sent the famous John Wilkes Booth

diary to you for special light phOtOg?aphJ and for handwriting
analysis. I am not certain what information you were given
about this request. My purpose here is to give you the
background and to explain why the matter is of great
historical importance. I

Last year Sunn Classics Productions, a Schick Razor
Company affiliate, decided to make a film about the murder
of President Lincoln. As part of their research, this firm
sent one of its technical advisers to Washington and the
National Park Service gave him permission to photograph :
the diary under special light conditions. The film
company thus had a monopoly on the pictures and we were
concerned that they might distort the results for sensational
or commercial reasons - there being no independent and
respected source to which serious historians could resort
as a check. This was not an idle fear_as we knew that some
of the documents being used by thEXf}l� company were ofquestionable authengéag-577. �.&#39;}_.| 5557  2

It is our hope that you will use the most sophisticated
means to photograph each and every page  from cover to cover}
of this diary to bring up whatever is there or to demonstrate
that nothing is there that can be recaptured by such means.
This will preclude a claim that the privately made photographs
brought up writing not found by the FBI in "scanning."
Thus negative information is as important as positive
information, Every picture you make  and they should all bq�_¥h
preserved! may help to prevent subsequent distortion�¬f&#39;history
for sensational purposes, "_n

gs $5,»; ill! ; 1;
Since this matter arose, there have been many suggestions

that the Booth diary is a forgery designed to assist~in a
"cover up." This needs to be settled, one way or the other. . A
For purposes of comparison, two known Booth documents are -333-
available in National Archives: the "To whom it may concern &#39;
letter� and the letter Booth wrote to his mother explaining
his motives for planning to kidnap the President. These
letters will be made available to you on request. We
realize that you cannot be asked to say that any of these
documents are in the hand of Booth. For historical purposes,
it will suffice for you to state whether or not they are in

I 6 e same hand. The authenticity of the two National ArchivesV! qt ocuments is not in dispute  both are signed! nor is any
v dispute likely to be raised. So your analysis will be dofinitivr
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I am sure that your standard procedures cell for keeping
a detailed record of what you did and how. It is likely that
requests will be made by scholars and by colleges and
universities for information to back&#39;up your report to the
National Park Service. The Booth diary will never again
be made available for analysis - indeed, it took intervention
as high as the Vice President to persuade the National Park
Service to make it available for your analysis.
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1100 Ohio Drive, S. U.
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,A EXAWINATION or JOHN WILI �°UR"°
» :0oTg&#39;s DIARY &#39;_&#39;�"�*""&#39;��

October 3, 1q77

REGISTERED

95-2lF2�E

A _ Clarence M. Kelley
Examxnanon requested by: _ Di,-ector

AudrcssccReference: . _
Letter: S/19/77 and 0/3/77

Examination requested: n t.JOC92-1T".OH r .

S���in�n T@¢°iV°5 9/19/77 under cover of letter dated S/19/77
 D"77�§ZU�35 �V!: &#39; � &#39;

11

Q1 Diary of John Wilkes Booth

Specimen rqceivn� 6/15/77 undo: cover of letter dated 6/3/77
 D�7706l5073 PH!:

Kl Two letters written by JOHN WILKES BOOTH

Enclosures �! .,-
Pawn l Qr K M �  ovnr! I _QR/V��vag�c §b¥1u§¢uv§i__{i? HEb65 �- Ix;I� 2 / � - ?�!
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Result of examination:

The diary is identified as a "Pocket Diary, l864,
James M. Crawford, No. 54 Fourth street, St. Louis, Mo."
The diary is contained in a leatherbound-folder approximately
6 1/16" X 9 1/8" when fully opened. It is trifold design
with a large pocket inside the front cover and pockets for
postage, tickets and a holder for a writing instrument inside
the back cover. The diary is glued in place in the middle
section. Beneath it is another large pocket. All of the
pockets were lined with a fabric. There is an impression
in the center pocket. possibly from a coin, measuring
approximately ll/16 of an inch.

The first twenty�four pages are mechanically printed
with miscellaneous information. Between the inside front
cover and the first page of this miscellaneous information
there have been two sheets  four pages! cut out. There are
sixty dated diary pages beginning with the page printed
�Saturday June ll, 1864" and ending with the page headed
"Thursday December 29, 1864." There are two additional pages
dated "Memoranda" and eighteen pages headed "Cash Account."

1864 was a leap year and each sheet in the diary
contains six dates. Assuming that the first missing sheet
was headed January l, 1864 and the last printed date on the
bottom of the last missing sheet was Friday 10, then there
would be 162 days, divided by six dates per sheet, accounting
for 27 missing sheets or 54 pages. These 27 sheets are between
the last page of miscellaneous printed information and the first
page of the diary headed Saturday June ll, 1864. Twenty�five
of the edges of these pages are visible and have been cut. .
There are two additional sheets  four pages! of which the
edges are not observable. Those edges may have been obscured
by the laminating of the respective connecting pages.

Each packet of pages making up the diary consists of
eight sheets  sixteen pages!. On the first page of most of
the packets a consecutive number can be seen on the lower
portion of the inside bound edge. The number two appears on
the remaining portion of the first missing page. The second,
third and fourth remaining packet edges are accounted for,
totaling twentv-four sheets or forty-eight pages. The first
sheet of the fifth packet is also present for a total of
twonty�five sheets  fifty pages!. The next two sheets of
packet number five, which are missing, and of which the
edges are not visible, were originally connected with the
two packet pages headed June 23 and June 29.

Page 2  over!
D-770613073 PH
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It was noted that many of the remaining edges o£_
the gro oi twenty-Five missing sheets contain portions orhandwri:§nq�which in addition to the cut edges would assist
in any fhture examinations relating to these missing pages;

The sheet  two pages! headed Sunday July 17, 186 �
has been torn out. The next missing portion of the diary
is the top 1 1/2� of the sheet which would be headed
Wednesday August 10, 1864. The side of this sheet represent
Saturday August 13 contains some very limited lead markings.The sheets headed Monday August 22 and August 28 have been/torn
out. The sheet headed December 8 has also been removed.

1

Between the Memoranda sheets following the dated pages
and the pages headed "Cash Account-- January" there are three
additional sheets torn out. There is a cash account sheet for
February/March cut out: a cash account sheet for April/May torn
out: the top portion of the cash account sheet for May/June
removed and the cash account sheet for August/September cut out.

Between the summary of cash account page in the back of
the diary and the rear cover there are three torn out sheets,
a half torn out sheet and a full torn out sheet, respectively.
In total, there are forty-three full sheets  eighty�six pages!
missing from the diary.

The inside front cover which contains handwriting,
exhibits characteristics ofvnormal wear and abrasion. While the
paper surface is raised, it is believed that most of the
abrasion was the result of items carried within the pockets
of the diary. While a positive conclusion could not be reached
in this regard there is no indication of any intentional
erasures or obliteration.

Most of the text on the inside front cover is
extremely faint, and the content of some of the visible
text is open to interpretation. The only handwriting which is
clear enough to be beyond question is the wording and numerals
"3221: 420: 6__; ___ Douglass: __7__5t.; 58; u__prd;
___s__ers." "In order to provide a more complete and coherent 4
description of the questionable text, one interpretation
is as follows: "3221: _ Mf., 420 P __ between 6 & 7;

Douglass 47 South ��_ st.. st- Louis. m0- sa 1 -V�rd-I Jo  &#39;7� I W ��- _� _��� I W�; - � -ti;
@315.<.., .

The brown semicircular mark on the inside cover Q,
and the_title page of the diary is a stain of unknown origin;

- There are additional stairs throughout the diary of unknown
origin. . �

Page 3 "H  over!
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The inside of the hack cover also exhibits
characteristics of wear OHM abrasion. Several lines have been
crossed through. The only text that could positively be
determined are the numbers 57 and 407. _Other wording and
numeralsgexiat however,content cannot be derived from the remaining portions aloneidg ;a reasonable interpretation of theirw?~~~

What appears to be text on the diary page headed ;W
Friday June 17, 1864 is actually transferred text from the  �
surrounding pages. Host of this text is from the page headed
June 26. �Additionally, in at least one location, parts of
the text from the page headed Tuesday June 14, have transferred
directly to the page headed Friday June 17.

This transference is exhibited on all of the laminated
pages. The primary cause for this transference from page to
page has to do with the fact that the original writing produced
indentations on one side of the pages and raised characteristics
on the reverse sides. Over the years dirt, oils, etc. have
been deposited on the raised areas. The raised characteristics
prodnoed by the writing
reverse  i.e., a mirror
but also on the June 23
seen on the Monday June

on the June 29 page can be seen in
image! not only on the Friday June l7;page
page. The opposite effect can be
20 page. Here especially in the lower

loft area of the page, an impression of the June 29 writing can be
seen. However, in this
than raised. The paper

case the writing was indented rather
surrounding the indentations has collected

dirt and darkened, and the indentations remained cleaner and
therefore appear lighter. v ,

All non-destructive tests including forensic _
photographic techniques such as infrared reflectance. � �
infrared luminescence,�u1tra�violet reflectance and visible
fluorenscence with ultra violet excitation were negative regarding
OX 8Fl1DZl.t1OX1S COHCQ !&#39;I&#39;11D _]purported secret writings in the diary..

As a result of the complete examination of the diary,
no invisible writinds, unusual obliterations or alterations or
any characteristics of question were found.

Page 4
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- tn: éatei pages of tau diary are faintly lined with
horizontal blue linua. The four shoots oi the diary headed Saturday
Juno 11, Pridag_Junn 17, thuraday June 23, and Hudneaday June 29 hava
-1 i- i__1A;_&#39;J-a- nit, 1-wl--;¢J ~-A --nmq_1 J_l- put Al_¢"
Gk Cl-ll UUIJI-�I KLBKAI L!�J|.!-l .|,Ln&#39;|l�.!Ll92-5?&#39;J C3411-I LUJJLV-llil J-{ICU I-ll�! Mu".

on these pa§ea¢ very faint indications of lines exist houovar,
due to tha ago, dirt and lamination they arm extremely difficul
to nota. It was noted that the next page headed Tuecéay July 5
is in similar condition bu: not laminated. an areal of this
paqo tho visibility at tho taint line! is also hinderud
by won: charactorinticn and dirt. on tho less worn area: o£�*
page the lines are viaiblu. in addition, the laminated zhaeta
art gilt edged like the rozt of the pagwa in the diary. The
paper has the mama laid iinish connistent throughout the diary
and all oi the dated pages were printud utilizing the name nntho�.
whilo the printing on those diary pages exhibits charactaristics
which resemble an offnnt rathod, the posaihility that letterpress
was used cannot ba uli�inatsi. �

All paqcn of th: din: ware oaaninad for indontod writirga.Y
Emma were notad on tho pnqc headad Tussday July S, 1864. It was
éutcrnincd that those ii�entations resulted from handwriting on the
previous page. Sm�z of these inéentatlonn alto show on the page
handtd nonday July ll. The only other iuduntationa noted art oi the
cash account page for Scytowber. Theae appear to be numbers,
huwaver, thty are too in�iatinct for the tont to be determined.
An previously notes tn: fri�cii�q paga is missing.

In COJ?lH§1CR it .5 �cturmiuc� that the handwriting
cnutniwed in the diary  n:CluaiVC of the inni�a of the front and
roar covor! was prepare; by thé writer of tho specincnn
furnished by the Haticnnl Arunives as known handwritinq of
3011: &#39;.==&#39;IL&#39;:£¬2S B00111. ,

Ii
but to the indiatinctnens of the faint writings

on the inside of the covers it could not be datermined if
Booth aia or did not prxpare those writingn.

Q1, R1 and asnoztod photograph? are returnad hertwith.

Fag: 5 T
9-172u1:o7; vu
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The ddexy is letterhead approximately 6 Sii�" X 9&3"
hw en fully opened. .It is of trifold design with a large pocket

inside the front and pockets for postageltickets and a holder
forhwritingpinsturment inside the back cover.

&#39; , Hi ¢_

The diary is glued in place in!middle section
Beneath it is another large pocket. All of the ock t -p e s were

lined with a material. There is an impression in the center
pocket/possibly from a coin,measuring,ll/16".

"ff "&#39;

- The diary is identified asm"Bocket aiary, 1864,

%i--<1/3
ames M Crawford, No 541th Street, St Louis, Mo.�

_ p V H� 92-&#39;_" ~492.:./

_LL/

xi�

4 ..

The first twenty�four
with miscellaneous information.
pages beginning with the page p
and ending with the page headed "Thursday December 29, 1864."
There are twq additional a esp g eaded "Memoranda� and eighteen
pages headed éash éccount. I;

pages are mechanically printed
There are sixty dated diary

inted "Saturday June ll, 1864"

f� �-~� - ��/ -
Between the inside front cover and the first pa e 9

there have been two sheets  four pages! cut out._ It was determined
th t 8 &#39; &#39; &#39;a 1 64 was a leap year and each sheet_contains six datesi
Assuming that the first missing sheet was headed January l, 1864
and the last printed date on the bottom/of the last missing
sheet was Friday 10, then there would�be 162 days, divided by
six dates per sheet, accounting-fdr twenty-seven missing sheets
Ie� fifty=se§en pages. _-A__ J_;,_�__;�h__h I 92. -. r.-1&#39;.--&#39; &#39;

i ~� -Between the last¢page of miscellaneous printed
iinformation and first page of the diary headed Saturday June ll,

�1864.there�are_twenty-sevenmeheetsewhieh-haveebeen=cuteout.A
Twenty-five of these edges are visible:9292There are two additional
sheets of which the edges are not observable  four pages1�~~@ L
ihose edges may have been obscured by the laminting of l�,
the respective connecting pages.¥�Each packet of pages making �92
up the diary consists of eight sheets  sixteen pages!.
On most of the packets a consecutive number can be seen on the
lower portion of the inside bound edge. The number 2 appears
on the remaining portion of the first missing page.
The second,third and fourth remaining packet edges are accounted
for, totaling twenty-four sheets or forty-eight pages. The
first sheet of the fifth packet is also present for a total of
twenty-five sheets  fifty pages!. The next two sheets of packet
five, which are missing, and of which the edges are not visible,
were originally connected with the two packet pages headed June 23,
and June 29.

<30
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];_g and coherent description
pretation is as follows:
7; ___ Douglass 47 South
___vard; J-___ Chanslers."

sue

-4&#39;.

T.
92

&#39; ��" Q� &#39; »-"- 3� &#39; Q

The next Pissing sheet
1864 has been torn out.

The

l l/2" of the

 two pages! headed Sunday_July

next missing portion of the diary is the top
sheet headed Wednesday.August 10, 1864. The

side of this sheet representing Saturday August 13 contains
some very limited lead markings.923

/_d___n_____ __ . L ___J.

The sheets headed Monday August 22 and August 28
arse been torn out. The sheet headed December 8, has also
removed.

Between the memoranda sheets following the dated
and the page headed cash account
additional sheets torn out. There is a cash account sheet

have
beenn

92 pages
- January there are three

for

February/March cut out} a cash account sheet for April/May
torn out; the top portion of the cash account sheet for May/June
removed and the cash account sheet for August/September cut out.

Between the summary of cash account page inithenback e
of the diary and the rear cover there are three torn out pages,
a half torn out sheet and a full

In total,there are forty�three full~pagcs,�issing from the diary

It was noted that many
the group of twenty�five missing
handwriting which in addition to
any future examinations relating

I

The inside front cover

tornLppt�§h§et, respectively.
dv~.w&#39;>

of the remaining poréeens Of
sheets contain portions of
the cut edges would assist in
to these missing pages.

I�

which contains handwriting,
exhibits characteristics of normal wear and abrasion. Whige
the paper surface is raised it is believed that most of the
abrasion was the result of items carried within the pockets of
the diary. While a positive conclusion cannot be reached,
there is no indication of any intentional erasures or obliteratio

92 _

Much of the text on the inside front cover is extremely

In order to provide

of the questionable

"3721: Mf., 420
St., St. Louis,

faint, and the-difficult handwritiné921eaves the content of some
of the visible text open to interpretation. The only hani-
writing which is clear enough to be beyond question is the
wording and numerals "3221; 420; 6__; ___ DQug1a5s; __7__5t_;

;¬ p 58; ___ard; ___s__ers." a more complete

text, one inter-

P __ between 6 &
mo&#39; 58 L -9 _-_9 .

1

0
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. /92»-92 "� - &#39; pr &#39; &#39;*  � . Etitle page iae oiaiy is a »;ain,gf/enk ��u origin. igher _are

&#39; additional . _ . throughout rne dz _ rf rnown oriq -

The inside oi the back cover also exhibits characteiistl
of wear and abrasion. Several lines have been crossed throuq .
The only text that could be P05it1Ve1Y determ1n?§,@?e F§§_??mPerS
57_and 407. . 92  }»&#39;,;,- ,-. . . .- .� / &#39; -" 7&#39;pal .&#39; .. - &#39; �-

+».&#39;*£&#39; � w�ak appears to be text on the diary page headed
Friday June l7, 1864 is actually transferred text from �hed d
surrounding pages. Most 0f*�h}§-£2§En�5w§r°m the page 7a e
June 26. Additionally: Part*°I the te§F;J�§me¥a&5_an 3~-�L&#39;
from the page headed Tuesday June ls is~aiso transferred1to the
page headed FridaY June 17&#39; - i___

This transference is exhibited on all of the laminated

pages. The primary cause for this transference from page to

page has to do with the fact that the original writing produced

indentations on one side of the pages and raised characteristics

on the reverse sides. Over the years dirt, oilaetc. have been
deposited on the raised areas. The raised characteristics pro-

duced by the writing on the June 29 page can be seen in reverse

 ie.,a mirror image! not only on the Friday June 17 page but :
also on the June 23 page. The opposite effect can be seen on-Hit
Monixlune 20 page. Here especiallytin the lower left area of

.- �A... A .....- D --...: :..._ __.. L- ____.�L112 &#39;Q&gE, impf�a�luu Of the Jun: 27 w:.1.t.|.u5 can 08 Seen-

However in this case the writing was indented rather than raised.

The paper surrounding the indentations has collected dirt and
darkened, and the indentations remained cleaner and therefore� �

appear lighteiT �
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All non-destructive test$ including forensic
photographic techniques such as infrared reflectants-
infrared luminescents, ultra-violet reflectants and visible
fldorescents with ultra violet excitation were negative reqards
to examinations concerning purported secret writings in the
diary.

_ As a result of the complete examination of the diary,
no invisible writings, unusual obliterations or alterations or
any characteristics of question were found.

The four sheets of the diary headed Saturdav June ll
Friday June 17, Thursday June 23, and Wednesday June §9 have at
an early date been laminated and been rebound into the diary.
On these sheets, very faint indications of lines exist however,
due to the age, dirt and lamination they are extremely�
H1 �F�F�ir111&#39;|i- 4-A9244-an-J-92¢92.Lgu l.92J

Tuesday July

. . �L--AAnote. It was noted that the next page UEQQGQ
5 is in similar condition but not laminated.

On areas of this page the visibility of the faint lines is
also hindered in a sigdlar manner by wear characteristics and
dirt;__On;eerte&n=eortibn7of this page the lines are visible-
in&#39;£he&#39;Tess worn areas/9 The laminated sheets are also guilt
edged like the rest of the diary. The paper has the same liad
finish consistent throughout the diary and all of the
mechanical printing was done usingloffset methods.

lkh

All pages of the diary were examined for indented
writings. Some were noted on the page headed Tuesday July 5,
1864. It was determined that these indentations resulted from
handwriting on the previous page. Some of these indentations
also show on the page headed Monday July ll. 92 &#39; A

4 _

�The only other indentations noted are on the cash
account page
however they

In

contained in
furnished by

for September. These appear to be numbers
are too indistinct to determine the text.

conclusion it was determined that the handwriting
the diary.was prepared by the writer of specimens
the National_Archives as known handwriting of

John Wilkes Booth. ��"~92l

�92;&#39;, . - ] 92 . .
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When electromagnetic radiation of the wavelengths

which comprise what we call visible light, ultraviolet,
I ~:�92 .�.�.�92 f I. r. .

and infrared radiation strike a surface.-one of three

things will happen. The energy may be transmitted,

reflected, or absorbed by the surface. We see objects

because of their effects upon visible light; combin-

ations of transmittance, reflectance, and non-reflec-

tance  absorption!. However what we cannot see is the

effects which surfaces of objects have upon the invis-

ible ultraviolet and infrared radiation. Quite often

the effects which a surface has upon!$;sible radiation
92&#39; ~

�E3 different from its effects upon visible light. Many
forensic photographic techniques involve the recording
of these effects which�are not visible to the eye. For

example, a particular ink sample may absorb much of the

visible light which strikes it and apprear dark. At

the same time the ink may reflect much of the ultra-

violet and transmit the infrared. In this example, the

ink sample would photograph as if it were "light color-

ed" under ultraviolet, and as if it were transparent
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under infrared illumination. Thus two different ink

samples which appear vrsueriy identical can be shown
92y�&#39;~. . »!/

to differ through the use of invisible radiation.

By the use of proper light sources, filters, and films,

a record can be made of the effects of a substance upon

a selected portion of the electromagnetic spectrum.

This is the basis for techniques such as ultraviolet

reflectance, infrared reflectance, and infrared trans-

mittance.

Several other useful techniques are based upon what

can be described as a special case of absorption which

is in general known as luminescence. When light is

absorbed by a surface, it 1§9§§§¥i§?§§�#b7e1e¢tromag-
netic radiation of aélpwer energy and thus longer wave-

lengths known as heat. However when struck by ultra-
.� �v-.

violat or visible light, certain substances will absorb

the radiation and re-emit radiation which can be seen

and/or photographed. The general term for this type of

re-emission is luminescence. The two most commonly

used techniques which utilize" this effect are conven-

tualiy nown as visible fluorescence and infrared lumineaway
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scence. When illuminated by ultraviolet radiation certain

substances will re-emit or fluoresce visiblj and seem
to glow. By illuminating certain substances with par-

ticular wavelengths  colors! of visible light a re-

emission of hunger visible wavelengths or even longer

infrared wavelengths may be produced. When the re-

emission is in the infrared portion of the spectrum, the

general term of infrared luminescence is applied. This

luminescence can be photographed on infrared film.

A good idea of the effects which can be obtained

by these types of specialized photography can often be

obtained by viewing the invisible radiations through an

image converter which is an instrument that converts in-

frared and ultraviolet into visible light similar to the

way in which a TV converts the electromagnetic radiation

of the broadcast signal into visible light.

Indented writing can be detected and photographed by

lighting the area with oblique or sidelighting which

casts shadows into the depressions caused by the pressure

of a pen or pencil in writing on a previous page.
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Through the use of exttemely high contrast films,

and "contrast filters" quite often very faint writing

or writing which has been partially obliterated through=

friction with another surface can be photographed so that

it can be seen more clearly.
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