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W TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

M}i FROM: SA:;/ug IS (100-NEW) (C)
2 ‘SUBJECT: JOHN--SEIGENTHALER

S SM - MISCELLANEOUS

* Enclosed ‘herewith for the Bureau are original and
four copies of LHM dated and captioned as ‘above.

ﬁ Enclosed for Birmingham and Knoxville are 2 copies

) f each of LHM.
| / / 'LHM is being disseminated ‘to the following
i / listed agencies:
5 111th ‘MI Group, 'Nashville, Tennessee; )
%L”‘/K 57, 214 Intelli Head t Third U. S. A /
Y ntelligence Headquarters, Thir . S. Army,
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ME 100-NEW

Contact with | |on 11/20/67 was at the

— : , ‘'Nashville, Tennessee,
: : eau case captioned

| |was not personally known ‘to SA's OLSON

:n? MULKINS: however, his name had been .frequently noted
n I

_ The situation was such that it was not deemed
appropriate to attempt to .draw out | [relative to
his remarks, which came in the latter stages .of a brief
general conversation, :nntantinz_AFents did not outwardly
display any interest in remarks, nor did they
attempt to have .him .expand these comments.

r____;ln;lmfch as insufficient contact has been had
with it is not possible to make .any comments
regarding| reliability. ‘However, it appears
that he unthinkingly made these remarks, not realizing

the possible significance.

Information copies being furnished Knoxville
and Birmingham in the event they receive any inquiries
in this matter.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION

‘ b6
‘Memphis, Tennessee b7C
November 24, 1967 b7D

RE: JOHN SEIGENTHALER; ‘
SECURITY MATTER - MISCELLANEOUS /\J

Ten .

On [nnamhén_zn__lﬂf7, during tﬁE’ESG;;; EE:f:fffﬁf::L
tion didentified himgelf as

Tné'rémarﬁsfmédﬁ"ﬁﬁ_ [were made during a casual ’

conversation, during which t;mel pdvised two
representatives of the Federal:Burcau o nvestigation

ialized in
There has been insufficient contact with
| © determine his reliability.

Toward the end of the conversation, Greenburg
remarked that| |a nemorandum from John[S§iz§nIhaﬁer,
Editor of the Nashville Tennessean, addressed to
[ regarding the feasibility of attempting
. to have some individual penetrate the security system of

government bases at Huntsville, (Alabama), Tullahoma
(Tennessee) _gm_;hg_glrrksville Mar larksville,
Tennessee) , implied that this
.memorandum in the immediate or recent past. He .did not
specity as to exactly wher imemorandum or make
any remarks as t ate for the proposed:security :
ﬁenetration.[ﬁ;;f:fff:i]implied that the purpose for this
proposed security penetration was to write an article

relative to just how tight the security actually was on
the installations mentioned.

| |d1d not indicate 1if any!of the three
above-mentione ases: were particularly. considered as a:
target for this security penetration or if all three
indicatéd'bases were possible targets.

4

| |seemed to be somewhat amused by the «
‘thought of any’ suc security ‘penetration and stated that
he from experience realized the seriocusness: of ny such

/05 = 175434~
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RE: JOHN SEIGENTHALER

attempts and certainly was not going to become a'party
himself to any such ‘attempts at security penetrations.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its' contents
are not, to be distributed outside your agency.

D&
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TO SACS

‘PROM DJIHECTOR FBI

POSITION FOR WHICH BEING CONSIDERED NOT KNOWN. ONLY BACKGROUND

CURRENT ADDRESSES OF ALL CLOSE RELATIVES MUST BE ABCERT‘IH&D 1

EACH., ASSIGN IMMKDIATELY, AFFORD CONTINUOUS ATTENTION K§,D

@ o A e~ D
PLAIN TEXT 7 ) P |
TELETYPE ' URGENT '

.
YPO~ (ENCLOSURES 2) (BY S8PECIAL MESSENGER)

7 | I
JOHN BKIGENTHALKR, SPI. REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION OF
SEIGENTHALER HAS BEKN RECEIVED FROM KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION,

DATA PURKISHED IS THAT H& IS A REPORTRR AND RESIDKS IN NASHVILLE,
yENNESSEE, MEMPHIS OBTAIN COMPLETE BACKGEOUND DATA TMMEDIATELY
AND SET OUT LEADS BY TRLETYPE. CONDUCT THOROUGH IMS’I‘IGA‘I‘ION
MAKING CZRTAIN YOUR REPORTS ARE ACCURATE. COMPLETE NAMES m

BY ACTIVE INVESTIGATION AND APPROPRIATE CHECKB MADE ooxemxm

OUT ALL LEADS BY TELETYPE., ASSIGN TO SUFFICIENT PKRSONNEL
MAKE CERTAIN m'l' BUDELD OF DECEMBER TWENTYNINE IS MET WITHOUT
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SET- OUT ALL LEADS BY TELETYPE.

ACK ‘& HOLD PLS .

FEDERAL BUREAS OF INVESTISATION
U. S, DEPARTIZENT OF JUSTICE

COMHUNICATIGNS SECTIOH
DEC 22 136

TELETYPE

URGENT 12-22< .6=50 PM RAM
ﬂSAéS’ EMPHIS‘ANDAWASHINGTON~FIELD

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

TO

7REQUEST FOR ‘INVESTIGATION OF SEIGENTHALER
posITION FOR WHICH

JOHN SEIGENTHALER, SPl.

i AT
HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM 'KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION,A
ONLY BACKGROUND‘DATA FURNISHED 1S ‘THAT.
ﬁEMPHIS'OBTAIN-

BEING CONSIDERED NOT KNOWN..
HE_IS A REPORTER .AND ‘RESIDES N NASHVILLE TENNESSEE.
COMPLETE BACKGROUND DATA IMMEDIATELY AND. SET OUT LEADS. BY TELETYPE.

iCOﬂDUCT“THO@OUGH“INVESTIGATION.MAKING .CERTAIN YOUR REPORTS ARE ACCURATE. "

+

COMPLETE NAMES AND. CURRENT ADDRESSES OF ALL CLOSE RELATIVES MUST

BE ‘ASCERTAINED. BY ACTIVE INVESTIGATION AND -APPROPRIATE CHECKS MADE
ASSIGN”IMMEDIATELY, AFFORD CONTINUOUS: ATTENTION AND
ASSIGN TO SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL 10

CONCERNING EACH.

MAKE CERTA ﬁ THAT BUDED:OF DECEMBER,THENTYNINE 1S. MET. WITHOUT FAIL.

3
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-y ) - ' ) . M. Tolson oo | !
r / 0 TN ‘- Mr.Mohx__VL__. "
i “ " A q + Mz, Parsons Mo
, ~ | Mz, Belmont .
Mz. Callahan _
"Mz. DeLoach i
Mr. Malone e |
January-5, 1961 V)y M. McGuirft :
(Lﬂr. Rosen '
Mr. Tamm. ’
. Mz. Trotter <5<
MR. MOHR: O Mr. W. C. S A | .
Re:  JOHN SEIGENTHALER, reporter, | i oo -
'"Nashville Tennessean" Miss Gandy .
o NI 4
In connection with the possible appointment of.

captioned individual as Departmental Information Officer, ghe
‘following background might be of some interest with respect to his curren
.employment: ‘

Mr. Seigenthaler is currently employed as a reporter by the -

‘“Nashville Tennessean,'" a morning and Sunday paper. The president and ‘

publisher of this paper is Silliman Evans, Jr. The second paper in Nashville :
is the ""Nashville Banner,' an evening paper.

Both the ""Nashville Tennessean'' and the '"Nashville Banner' are
controlled and administered by the National Banner Pwlishing Company.
Mr. James G. Stahlman, President and Publisher of the ""Nashville Banner,"
‘serves as the Chairman of the Board of the controlling publishing company.

Both the "Banner" and the "Tennessean' have the same circulation
list, are printed by the same .machinery, and have the same national
representatives. They operate under joint agreement yet independently control
their own editorial policies. These papers are.represented in Washington by
Bascom'Timmons Associates.

There is no information in Bufiles regarding John.Seigenthaler,
1lwith the ‘exception of one reference reflecting our current investigation at
the request of the Kennedy administration. We have had excellent relations.
~With the'"Nashville Banner' and James G. Stahlman. We have had generally {” |
‘favorable relations with the *"Nashville Tennessean" and this paper has
published numerous commendatory articles and editorials regarding the FBI.
‘.In 1949, we had to watch the paper‘because they had entree to the Nashville

)
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DeLoach to Mohr

Awle
Police Department and were “ to pick up confidential data. In.February 1957,

the paper carried an: editorial entitled "FBI's’ Unfinished Story " The edxtorxal
consists of two columns, each approximately 9 inches in length. The first
column compliments the FBI but the second column is uncomplimentary to the
President and the Attorney General. The editorial is specifically referrmg to
the Dixon-Yates matter. In June 1957 the Tennessean ran an editorial
agreeing with the decision of the Supreme Court.in the Jencks case. In June,
| 1958, they ran an editorial entitled ""Kentucky 'Probe' Hurt FBI.' While the
artxcle compliments the Director and the Bureau, it is also somewhat critical
of :our-conducting.an election laws. investigation in Logan County

It is understood that Mr. ‘Seigenthaler is to see Attorney General -
designate Kennedy on January 5, 1961.

RESPECTFULLY,

jé i C. D. DeLoach l/
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Memorandum

T
)pgv TO : 1MR .P‘ARSON o pate: January 4, 1961 “Z:.:? (
M IVOA ’~
FROM @ A, ROSQI,E}“Q‘ f 7__ ey _—,

sujecT: ROBERT F."KENNEDY .

The mail which bad accumulated for Mr. Kennedy while
I:he was out of the city was given to him this morning in his new
temporary office in the Justice Building. Kennedy was most cordial
and appreciative, He said he was just getting his staff set up'but
-that since his personal secretary, Miss Angela Novello would be
) in the Justice Building from now on, mail for him could most
1 logically be sent to him at the office in the Justice Building. ‘ _&
R

) Iadditionto-Miss Novello, on whom a memorandum has
previously been submitted, Kennedy bas assisting him at this time as. j
an administrative assistant; Walter James Sheridan, a former Bureau ’
Agent. Sheridan entered on duty asa Bureau Agent on December 4, AN
1950, After training school, he was assigned to the Milwaukee, roby
Philadelphia and New York City Divisions. He submitted his voluntary )
;. Tesignation on October 22, 1954, His services were satisfactory. %
|
™~

f

.. 'Sheridan met Bob Kennedy while employed as an.investigator for the

. McClellan Committee. He also assisted the Kennedy forces during the
‘campaign working principally in Pennsylvania, although Sheridan is a

" native of upstate New York. Sheridan's position in the Attorney General’s

{ office has not been finalized although he probably will be an Executive

| Assistant.
| B —— )

'

probably have attached to his. office in a capacity as yet not finalized,
‘ David Hackett, an old personal friend. It was also indicated that the
Tess oiticer for the Department of Justice will undoubtedly_be John ‘!
USeigenthal er, a reporter who has been employed by_the "Nashville
. "Tennessean)’ a daily newspaper o Nashville., Seigenthal.er worked :
“closely with Bob Kennedy during the course of the McClellan Committe
inquiry into Teamster Union conditions in Tennessee. Seigenthal er
. . 'isflying to Washington, -arriving tonight, and will see Robert Kennedy,

' tomorrow morning,

o

, &l

: e In addition to Sheridan, the new Attorney General will : a‘
' e

2

&

1 ) o ¢ / |
o , ' ' Weare checking Bureau i;}eS‘with regard to Hackett and
l SySeigenthaLer. { ot "3 ' 'u 0 L,

400V |
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Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT | e T T
) (Type in plain text or code) } | g. }:;153 ;;_ﬂ____
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Via._ TELETYPE URGENT [ g
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L { Tela, '

(Priority or Method of Mailing) » 1
: %mz/c'roa, FBI AND SACS MIAMI, MEMPHIS

5 SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD (161-67)
‘ JOHN “SEIGENTHALER, 'SPI. REBUREAUTEL TWELVE TWENTYTWO SIXTY,

NO COPIES MIAMI. REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION OF SEIGENTHALER
HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION, POSITION FOR
WHICH BEING CONSIDERED NOT KNOWN. ONLY BACKGROUND DATA

FURNISHED IS THAT HE IS A REPORTER AND RESIDES IN NASHVILLE,

TENNESSEE, APPOINTEE PRESENTLY IN NASHY ILLE BACKGROUND

L R

INFORMATION AVAILABLE NASHVILLE TENNESSEXAN MEMPHIS OBTAIN

RPN

[ COMPLETE BACKGROUND DATA AND FURNISH INTERESTED OFFICES . NOTE

T;IgTe ‘WASHINGTON FIELD CANNOT SET OUT AGENCY CHECKS UNTIL BIRTH
-DATE IS KNOWN. MIAMI, APPOINTEE WAS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

TO ROBERT KENNEDY WHO WAS CAMPAIG':I!J DIRECTOR FOR PRESIDENT -ELECT ‘
KENNEDY. ROBERT KENNEDY IS IN MIAMI UNTIL TONIGHT AND IS "

o

LEAVING FOR A WEEKS VACATION., SECURE HIS COMMENTS RE APPOINTEE.

BUDED TWELVE TWENTYNINE SIXTY. /é/ /‘5&2 P

@-Bureau - ' o T
+  l-Teletype Unit A ‘Nor RECORDED

1-WrO 23 JAN 311961
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10~ DIRECTOR, FBI

N

FROM SAC, MIAMI 1P

JOHN . EI%ENTBALER,%SP‘I .. RE WASHINGTON F1ELD TEL DECEMBER TWENTY
APPOINTEE, 3

THREE LAST. FOR INFO BUREAU, ROBERT KENNEDY ) AG,

pALM BEACH, FLA« STATES SEIG_ENTRALER QUOTE TO WORK FOR ME UN-
‘-0""""*

QUOTE y: pOSITION NOT D1SCLOSED. APPOINTEE ALSO WITH ‘QUOTE NAS':NILLIAN

RECOMMENDS .

UNQUOTE; A NEWSPAPER IN NASHVILLE, TENN. PER KENNEDY.

APPOINTEE ‘HIGHLY, STATING LOVALTYs CHAR ,_REPUTATION AND

ASSOCIATES ABOVE‘REPROAQ)L.MREPORT FOLLOWS.

£ND “AND ACK PLS )
y-50 P OK FBI VA N ' «,
Ty DISC | -
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Report Forra . . ‘gl
Hecis  en @ D » L

. - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Reporting Otfice Office of Origin Date Investigative Period

MIAMI BUREAU 12/27/60 | 12/23/60
TITLE OF CASE : - | Report made by . Typed By:
l.m(l DOUGLASS E. WENDEL
JOHN-SEIGENTHALER SR S h—— ‘

A s ’!\JMJS ;
SPECIAL INQUIRY 4@/ / b4 If‘/,,,, |
ﬂ«i; e |

15Ynopsis= -
REFERENCE: ‘Washington Field :téletype to Bureau,
December 23, 1960.
Miami teletype to Bureau, December 24,

1960,
- RUC -~

ADMINISTRATIVE,

ROBERT KENNEDY, Attorney General Appointee, was

telephonically contacted for an appointment ‘in the :evening
of December 23, 1960 .and Mr. KENNEDY suggested, at the time

of ‘the call, that the matter be discussed telephonically
since he was returning to Washington, D.C. the morning of
December 24, 1960.

- A%
COVER PAGE A

Do mot write In spaces below A

) i ‘Speciad Agent -
Approved ﬂ (7A/ ’ in Charge
Coples mades 7 - - ’

[LIFT5% &]

1 - Miami (£61’217) r NOT RECORBED

R LIPS R ) peL 28 1N
» s‘?)l oo

Deleted Copy Sent . L
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Per FOIPA Request#_g//7c LN t 1' Pt g Juw—'

~ 33 RNt
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Property of FBI =~ This report is Jocned 10 you by the FBL and neither it nox fts contents axe o be distributed outside the agency to which loaned.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

. ’ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to:
Report of: DOUGLASS E. WENDEL Office;. MLami., Florida
Date; December 27, 1960
Field Office File No.z MM 161-17 Burec;u‘ File No.:

Titles JOHN SEIGENTHALER

Character:  SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: Mr. ROBERT KENNEDY, Palm Beach, Florida, Attorney General
Appointee, states has known SEIGENTHALER for 3 years, and
‘has employed him for 1 year. Recommends him.-highly.
States person of excellent character, reputation and loyalty,

- RUC -

DETAILS: AT ‘PALM BEACH, FLORIDA.

Mc. ROBERT KENNEDY, Palm Beach, Floxida, Attorney
General Appointee of President-elect JOHN F, KENNEDY, advised
he has known JOHN SEIGENTHALER for about 3 years, and employed
him -for one year. He added that Mr, SEIGENTHALER was going ’
to "work for me' and that he would recommend him highly for
the pending appointment, ‘Mr. KENNEDY stated the appointee
is a pergon of excellent reputation, character and associates
and a loyal American., He added he is a man of integrity and
hongsty. Hewconcluded by saying the appointee is from .Nash-
Ville, Tennessee, where he is associated with the '"NASHVILLIAN,"
a newspaper. , T e

A

S

-1 %

4
This t contad ither recoramendations nox conclusions of the FBL It is the property.of the FBX 2nd is loaned to your agency: it and
doctmen e ne ¥ ‘fts contents are not £o be distributed outside your agéney.
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‘ e ' N Mr. Parsons———
FECIRAL BUREAYD OF INVESTIGATION . lcalaglﬁohnan.s_
U. 5. DIPARTERT OF RISTICE Iﬁi DeLoach e
ECMMURICATIONS SECTION Mr. Malong——
Mr. McGuire——
DEC 27 1960 13 o
Mt. Tri)ttel'--—-

. TEI.E%DE ‘Mr. V.C.Sulliv
Td&Rgmﬁ:fi
M IrZt AN s
URGENT12-27-60 2-09 PM VSK liss Gandy—

TO/DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS BOSTON, ST. LOUIS,. AND wr0/////
FROM SAC, MEME?IS /161-4/ 2 P '
JOHN LAVRENCE

/I/

EIGENTHALER, JR. SPI REBUTEL TO MEMPHIS AND NFO
TWENF‘E-E-(;)ND INSTANT, ENTITLED, JOHN SEIGENTHALER, SPI, AND

WFO TEL TO BUREAU, MIANI AND MEMPHIS TWENTYTHIRD INSTANT. FOLLOWING
BACKGROUND 'DATA DEVELOPED. JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER BORN

e

/—
JULY TW:.NTYSEVEN, TWENTYSIX, NASHVILLE, TENN. ‘PARENTS,

P

JOHN LAURENCE SEIGENTHALER, SR DECEASED, AND MARY SEIGENTHALER,
NEE BREW. OLDEST OF £IGHT CHILDREN. BROTHERS,”CORNELIUS “B.,

.——J'f

WILLIAY ROBERT, AND THOMAS SEIGENTHALER SISTERS, MARY ANN MURPHY,

= ansem—— o P
w -——“‘"“"' N R - ‘ et MR BEOIE

AKA MRS. JAMES LEO MURPHY, JR., EVELYN SEIGLNTHALER, JOAN, AND

- 3 T TRET R R

ALICE S"IGENTHALER, ALL RESIDING NASHVILLE. EDUCATED FATRER
| 145 St .« -~ PRSP
RYAN HIGH SCHOOL, NASHVILLE, AND THREE SPECIAL COURSES GEORGE
PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS, NO DEGREE, NASHVILLE ENTERED J
> m_-‘ N’
U. S ARMY A. F., FORTYSIX, DISCFARG;D, FORTYNINE, SERVED
HEADQUARTERS ONE TWENTY SIXT}{ AIRUA{S AND AIR COMMUNICATION / {7

SERVICE SQUADRON, DILL AFB, TAMPA, FLAL SUBSEQUENT O M LITARY

SERVICE, EI"PLOYLD AS NEWSPAPER REPORTER, NASHVILLE TENEZSBEARRDED

WW
A DAILY NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED NASHVILLE, TENN. STILL et ofih 5119
Y THAT PAPER. MARRIED DOLORES UATSON, WELL 'KNOWN POPULAR

SINGER JAN. THIRD, .FIFTYF V THEY HAV" ONE SON JOHN MIC { E
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PAGE TWO

PA
GE TWO
SEIGENTHALER, AB RS OLD. PRESENTLY RESIDES FIVE TWO FIVE

ARROWIOOD. DRIVE, NASHVILLE. SEIGENTHALER GIVEN NATIONAL
H;ADLINE "AVARD, FIFTYTHREE, ron BEST NEUS STORY OF VEAR: IN
FIFTYEIGHT WAS SELECTED AS NEIYAN FELLOW AND GIVEN YEA YEAR=S
w

'\~

STUDY AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY. REPORT’DLY PLAYED IMPORTANT

M .
ROLE ‘IN PRODUCTION OF BOOK QUOTE THE ENEMY WITHIN UNQUOTE WRITTEN BY

—

ROBERT KENNEDY, BY SUPPLYING FACTS ON OPERATIONS OF THE

TEAVSTVRSC*U UNIOV IN. THE SOUTH. HAS "BEEN ACTIVE IN
AMERICAN PRESS INSTITUTB AND HAS BEEN GUEST SPEAKER AT

%
SEMINARS ON INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING;“UHICH WERE HELD BY THAT
W T ———

INSTITUTE AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. WFO CHECK AGEﬂQLEﬁ,

'SL REVIEW SERVICE RECORD. BOSTON VERIFY EDUCATION AS NEIMAN.
FELLOW AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY. BUDED DEC. TWENTYNINE, NEXT.
MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL.

END -ACK PLS

/#8 1S FBI BS MOH

3=14 PM OK FBI WA WS

e

SL' OK FBI SL A |
TUDISC . . _ »




H . = - -,
. R

*Report Forma_ . , ’ lj . M S ;
‘ mzsa(sxzss) i ' 2y,

- A YRy
 FEDERAL ‘BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
[ Reporting Otfice ’ Oé&cootOrlqh ‘ Date ' Investigative Pe:;od
ST. LOUIS | .BUREAU 12/27/60 12/27/60 '
, 'TITLE OF CASE Report made by ) '| Typed By:
O IC o | ra ®s
JOHN LAWRENCE SETIGENTHALER, JR {CrArRcTen OF Aot b7C
——

frﬁjmwedwﬁy

Synopsis: - > X

‘REFERENCE: Memphis teletype to Bureau dated 12/27/60.
- RUC -~
<
A{4J
Jm:,oved : \Aﬁ/f, . } s’:g ;::" ) Do not write 1a spaces below
Copies rade: ’ ’/’0 ;
v o [ - /53/% : |
! ~~ A#= Bureau- (AM) : — ‘ . 7
| | . NOT RECORDED
- St Loui.s (161-70) ;- & ucu %Y 1w
Veleted Copy Sent, ' ' p— ﬁ
by LetterDated & //6/77 - - =2
Per FOIPA Request ‘o"/zlljc R T ————————

ThEe e 30 - A¥ - .
COVER PAGE

' Property of TPl — This report 18 Jocned 1o you by the FBI, and nelther It nor s contents e 1o be distributed outside the agency to which locned, ‘

¥ U. $. GOVERNMENY PRINTING OFFICLs 1996 | O~-3083319




s )
rd 304 (Rev. 3-330) : ‘ . ‘ L
! [ TS
N "y

# b | S
UNITED STATES -DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

' Copy to: . “
o b6

Report of; IC Office: ST. LOUIS b7C
Date: De ) = :
Field Office File No SL 161-70 Bureau File No.: :
Title: JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR.

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: .

SEIGENTHALER served in U, S, Army Air Force from 2/6/46
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nd convicted by a Summary Court-Martial for being AWOL,
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DETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIX

A review on December 27, 1960 of the military
service records on file at the General Services Administration
Military Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri for
JOHEN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, Serial Number 14211079,
Indicated that he enlisted in the U, S, Army Air Force
on February 6, 1946 and entered on active duty on the
same date at Fort Oglethorﬁe, Georgia. He was honorably
discharged on March 11, 1949 as a Staff Sergeant at
MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Florida by reason of ‘the
expiration of his term of service,

No reserve service was shown,

His military occupation was shown as Control
Towsr Operator and his civilian occupation was shown as
Student.

He had no foreign service. He was awarded the
World War II Victory Medal.

, His character and efficlency ratings were
shown as excellent.

He_was tried and convicted by a Summary Court-
Maxtial on Nove 26, 1946 for "in that Private Fivst
Class JoOI . Seigenthaler, Defachment 737 Army Air Force
JyeBase. Unit (107th Airway and Air Communication Services)
s 0id, without proper leave absent himself from his organization
4} and stdtIonat MacDill Field, Florida from about 9 November 1946
to about 19 November 1946". He was sentenced to be confined -
at“hard labor for a period of 30 days and to forfeit
$45 of hls pay. He was8 confined for the above charge
fﬁog;November 26, 1946 to December 19, 1946, a total of
24 days.

The date and place of birth were shown as
July 27, 1927 at Nashville, Tennessee,
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'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ”JngCE '
FEDERAL'BUREAU .OF INVESTIGATION

JONN "LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, Jr..

Health, :indicate SEIGENTHALER born 7/27/27.at Nashville,Tenn. :
Education verified through records at Father Ryan High

School and Ceorge Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville,

Tenn., Employment verified through records furnished by

MY, EDWARD BALL, Editor, .'"Nashville.Tennessegan," Neigh-
bors and associates report favorably concerning SEIGEN-
THALER 4insofar as his -honesty, integrity, reputation,
associates and loyalty are concerned,, Credit re SEICGEN-
THALER, his pareénts, and brothers and sisters :in Nashville
obtained. MHis credit is satisfactory.' Credit on his
relatives varied from slow to satisfactory. No criminal
record for SEIGENTHALER or any -of his relatives in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

| - RUC -
DETAILS: |
Birth Data- |
|, ] clerk, Division of Vital Sta- b6
tistics, Tennessee Department of Public Health, Nashville, Ten- b7C

nessee, advised SE JOHN D. JONES on December 28, 1960, that
birth certificate number 30311 filed Augwst 8, i927,_revea1s
JOHN LAWRENCE SEICENTHALER, Jr.., was born July 27, 1927, at
Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee, to LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER
and MARY AGNES BREW. , ; '

its contents are not te be distributed outside your agency.
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Education

‘ On December 27, 11960 | |, Secretary,
Father Ryan High School, Nashviile, Tennessee, advised from
records that JOHN SEIGENTHALER graduated from that_ high school
on June 7, 1945, She stated her récords reflect that he was
botn on July 27, 1927, at Nashville, Tennessee. She advised
» js grades while in high_school were average. .
stated she was personally acquainted with SEIGENTHALER
although she did not know him while he was a student at ‘the
school. She stated she had known of him while he was :in schéol
and knew he was very active in extrdcurricular activities at
the school. She feels that because of this, his grades were
not better. She stated she knows he had ability to make better
grades than actually show on his records. . Shestated that
since he has been out of school, he has proven that he had more
ability because of the type of work which he has done. She
advised that he is well.regapded‘by persons connected with the
Father Ryan High School and ‘that there was never any disciplinary
action taken against him. She advised she considers hin ‘to be
of excellent character and a loyal citizen of the United States.

, On December 27, 1960,] | clerk, Office
of the Registrar, George Peabody College for Teachers, Nash-
ville, advised from records that SEIGENTHALER tooK -three ,
courses at Ceorge Peabody College for Teachers as a special
student, She”stated that the three courses he took were
actually two semesters of one course and a third semester of
another course. She statéd that he took one semester of
English, which was entitled "The Developrient of English Litera-
ture from 1750 to 1956," on which he had made an "A." She said
he ‘took the second semester of this course, which was not
completed., He also had one course entitled "Ingroduction to
Sociology," which was not completed. She stated her records
indicated he was born July 27, 1926, and ‘that his hone_address
at the time he was in school in 1956 was 822 Sutton Hill Road,
Nashville. She stated he was classified as a freshmgn ctudent,
h he was actually ‘there as a special student.
|stated she is not personally acquainted with him. She
advised there would not be available for interview any profes-
sors who ‘taught him, due to the Christmas holidays.

Miscellaneous

On December 27, 1960, the files of the library of
‘the "Nashville Banner," a daily newspaper published at Nashville

1
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were made available by| | The file concerning
JOHN SEIGENTHALER was reviewed, and from c¢lippings appearing in
this file, it was noted that an article in the “"Nashville
Tennessex¥an" on May 22, 1960, concerning him stated in part
that he had played an important part in the production of
ROBERT KENNEDY'S book entitled "The Enemy Within." The arti-
cle indicated that SEICENTHALER had furnished facts concerning
Teamster activities in the South which were utilized in the
book. This article pointed out also that SEIGENTHALER had been
named a Neiman Fellow in 1958 and also that in 1953, he had
been given the National Headliner award for having the best
American news story of the year,

There were several articles in the clipping file
indicating that SEICENTHALER :is quite active in the American
Press Institute, and on more than one occasion, went to New
York City to address seminars held by the American Press Insti-
tute, generally addressing them on the subject of investigative
reporting, and on one occasion, narrowing his address to inves-
tigative reporting at the county level of Government.

] An article appeared in the "Nashville Tennesseyan"
issue of June 5, 1958, concerning SEIGENTHALER, in which it was
announced that JOHN SEIGENTHALER had been selected as a Neiman
Fellow, which award carried with it a year's study at Harvard
University in Boston, Massachusetts. This article stated he
had served at that time (1958) as a reporter on the "Nashville
Tennesseean" for nine years and was 31 years of age. It stated
he planned to study problems of Southern economic, social and
political life. This article stated he was married to the
former DOLORES WATSON and that they had a two-year-old son
named JOHN MICHAEL SEICENTHALER. Their home address was given
as 525 Arrowwood Drive, Nashville, Tennessee., This article
stated SEICENTHALER was the son of Mrs. MARY SEIGENTHALER,
1707 Acklen Avenue, Nashville, and the late JOHN L. SEIGEN-
THALER., It stated he attended Father Ryan High School and had
served in the U.S. Air Force from 1946 through 1949, He was
stated to be ‘the oldest of eight children add the article
advised that subsequent ‘to his discharge from the Air Force,
he went to work to aid in the support of his younger brothers
and sisters. The article stated that as a reporter on the
“Nashville Tennessegan," a daily newspaper published in Nash-
ville, SEICENTHALER was first assigned to the police beat and
subsequently covered the county beat, as_well as the criminal
courts, the state lepislature and the political situation in
Tennessee. It also stated that he served as an assistant editor

-3
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for the paper. The article said that for the past year and a
half, he had done investipgative reporting on the activities of
‘the local Teamsters uniom in Nashville and some investigation
concerning activities of impeached judge RALSTON SCHOOLFIELD.
The article stated he had taken courses at George Peabody
College for Teachers in sociology and literature.

) , This article also referred to an incident occurring
in 1954 in which SEIGENTHALER saved the life of an .individual
who was threatening to jump from a bridge into the Cumberland
River in Nashville, In this instance, SEICENTHALER.talked to
the man and kept him from jumping until he, SEICENTHALER, could
get close enough to him to hold him.

] A review of the other clippings in the file indicated
that his grandfather was C. F. BREW. It also reflected ‘that
the award ‘'which he was given dn 1953 resulted from a news story
by him wherein he, as a reporter, located one THOMAS C. BUNTIN,
a man who had mysteriously disappeared from Nashville, Tennessee,
some 22 ‘years earlier,

. N In the article from the society pages relating ‘to
his wedding in 1955, it was noted his full name was given as
JOHN LAWRENCE SEIXGENTHALER, Jr. He was married_to the former
DOLORES WATSON, who was well known as a singer and television
entertainer, both on a local station in Nakhville and with the
Arthur Codfrey Program in New York City. The clipping file also
reflects that subsequent to graduating from high school, SEIGEN-
THALER was in the U.S. Army Air Force and assigned to the head-
quarters of 126th Airways and Air Communication Service Squadron,
‘%gd Vgs stationed for a while at MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa,
orida, :

On December 27, 1960, | ‘ |,'Clerk,
Office of the County Court Clerﬁ, Davidson County, Nashville,
Tennessee, advised from records that a marriage license was
issued December 30, 1954, to JOHN L. SEICENTHALER, Jr., and
DOLORES M. WATSON, This was under license #27169. The two
were married on January 3, 1955, at the Cathedral of the
Incarnation by Reverend A. A. SEINER.

Employment

On December 27, 1960, Mr. EDWARD BALL, Editor, the
"Nashville Tennessegan," Naéhviile¢ advised from records that
JOHN SEICENTHALER was first employed by the "Nashville

-4 -
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Tennesse§an" as a reporter on April 18, 1949. On November 18,

1956, he'was made assistant city editor. On September 14

1958, he was given leave of absence to accept a Neiman Fellow- {
ship at Harvard. He returned from Harvard University on May

4, 1959, On June 13, 1959, he ‘was given a leave of absence

to work with Mr. ROBERT KENNEDY and returned from this assign-
ment on Aygust 31, 1959. He was also given a leave of absence
to work 'with Mr, ROBERT KENNEDY during the time that the
Democratic primary was being contested in the state of West
Virginia. BALL stated, however, that he did not have the exact
dates on ‘this leave of absence. He stated -that on August 21,
1960, SEIGENTHALER was given a_leave of absencge to ‘work with,
ROBERT KENNEDY as an administrarive assistant and that he is
STIII"6n this leave of absence, although he is still considered
aﬁ“3ﬁ§1QZ§e*§§;fh%59aper, e L e

Mr. BALL_stated that he féels he is going to lose
SEIGENTHALER as a newspaper reporter, as he fee s'h%‘will
probably accept any assignment offered him by Mr. KENNEDY. He
stated he certainly hates.to lose him, as he considers hin to
be ‘the best investigative reporter in the Tnitéd States, He
stated ingofar as his personal character and reputation are
concerned, there is no question of His§ honesty atd~ifitegrity.
He stated that there is no queéstion’whatsoever concerning the
Tloyalty of SEIGENTHALER to.the United,States., He advised he is
acquainted with SEIGENTHALER's wife and other members of his
family, and stated they are all persons of good character and
he feels SEXGENTHALER's wife is an asset to him in his business.
. On December 27, 1960, Mr. FRED RUSSELL, Sports j
Editor, the "Nashville Banner," a daiiy:newsﬁaber published at |
Nashville, advised he is well acquainted with SEIGENTHALER as

a fellow newspaperman. He pointed out that SEIGENTHALER is

pmployed by a rival newspaper. He stated, however, that he

feels that SEIGENTHALER 1is a most _competent news reporter, He ;
stated ‘that his integrity, patriotism and character are

absolutely unquestioned, and stated he had proved his'courage

and ability in an outstanding job in reporting on activities

of the Teamsters™ union in Washville during 1957 and 1958, He

stated that he could only give SEICGENTHALER the highest of
recormmendation, '

‘Neighborhood
On December 27, 1960, | | bs |
| | Nashville, Tennessee, advised she was acquainted b7C

with SEICENTHALER and his wife .as neiglbors, but was never

-5 = ,
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closely associated with them. She stated that they had a very

good reputation in ‘the neiphborhood and were regarded as being
persons of a high degree of integrity and honésty. She advised
they were quiet neighbors who were friendly with others in the

neighborhood, but never obnoxious in any way. She advised that
from what association she had had with them, she felt she could
recommend SEXGENTHALER for any position he might seek.

On December 27, 1960, | |
| | Nashville, advised he owns the duplex
at this address. He advised that SEIGENTHALER and his wife
rented from him immediately after they were married and lived
in the apartment in his duplex for approximately three years.
He stated that during the time they resided at ‘this address,
their baby was born and during this ‘time he had gotten ‘to know
both very well. He said he could give only the very best of
recommendations concerning SEIGENTHALER and his wife. He said
they were the finest couple he has ever had wresiding in his
apartment and ‘that ‘he could recommend SEIGENTHALER without
hesitation insofar as his honesty, intégrity and loyalty ‘to-
the United States :is concerned., He advised that the friends
and associates who called upon them at the apartment appeared
to be persons of good character and reputation,

' On December 27, 1960, |
| ‘Nashville, stated that she has Known the
SEXGENTHALERS, | for aﬁproximately

| Lyears. Shé stated that she ‘would
recommen ] ighly for any position for which he :
applied. She stated that they are excellent neighbors, are
quiet and well bebaved, their friends seem to be people of

good character, they are active in the work of their church,
and are generaily well reearded by all of the neighbors in the
community. She said that so far as she is concerned there is
no question of SEICENTHALER's loyalty to the United States.

‘ _ | Nashville,
advised on December 27, 1900, that she is acquainted with

rﬁEIQEHIﬂALER*&S a neipghbor, She stated |
| She said she has known

‘them for approximately| ‘years, and. although
_she is not a close friend of theirs, she has visited with them
|

[ She stated they both have

excellent reputations in the neighborhood, are church workers
and are considered a.very fine family. She stated there is no
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question as to ‘the honesty and integrity of SEIGENTHALER and
advised she knows of nothing which would indicate -that he is
other than a loyal citizen of the United States.

On December 27, 1960, |
I ] | Nashville, advised she has_known the SEXGENTHALERs
as neighbors. She stated she is not closely associated with
them, inasmuch as she is a professional woman and is not at
home agreat deal, but stated that from what :she has observed
of them, and from ‘their general reputation in the neighborhood,
she considers them to be persons of good character and reputa-
tion. She advised she has never heard anything indicating
any subversive associations and considers both of ‘them as loyal
citizens of ‘the United States. '

Associates

. On December 27, 1960, Monsignor ALBERT A, SEINER,
Vicar CGeneral of the Nashville Diocese, Nashville, advised that
he has been the pastor for JOHN SEIGENTHALER at the Cathedral
of the Incarnation in Nashville for all of SEIGENTHALER's
" life, He advised that he has the highest regard for SEIGEN-
| THALER. He advised he has an excellent family background, his
: mother and father both wére devoutly religious, and he was
reared in a good home atmosphere, 1e is happiiy‘marrled-and
is an_active workeér in ‘the church, as well as being an out-
standing newspaperman. He is deeply religious, as is his wife :
and both are~well“regarded by persons with whom they are
associated in the church. He advised SEIGENTHALER seems to’
possess a considerable amount of aBility and apparently intends
to use this ability to the best interests of his country, and
his fellow men, —— '

Monsignor SEINER said he would :recommend SEIGENTHALER
w@ghoug question for any position For whicH lie'was being con-
.sidered, A .

=t

On December 27, 1960, |
\| advised that he grew up with SEIGENTHALER
| and is well acquainted with him and_all members of his family,
He said they are all excellent people, are good "church going
folks," and that JOHN SEIGENTHALER.has jproven to be a very
. astute individual. He has educated himself. since.graduation
from high school and has .done.a.good :job, He has been an

| outstanding newspaperman and_has created quite a_fine reputa-
\tion for himself in this field. advised he has talked ‘to
\
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SEIGENTHALER on many occasions -during the past few years,
particularly concerngggrlgbqg\ptghlems,uandwhas found him to
be extr honest ‘in_his approach to the work he was trying
‘to do. [ stated there is mo question.whatsoever of SEIGEN-
THALER's loyalty to the United.States.

On December 27 1960,

NaSavxlIle,

2 ,ls b ha's
been fairly intimately acquainted with JOHN SEIGENTHALER for
the past [ lyears. He stated he has made contacts with him "
at the newspaper and has found him to be a "top-notch fellow"
who bears a very fine reputation. He said ‘there is no question
of his integrity, honesty or loyalty to the United States.

stated he ‘would recommend SEXGENTHALER without qualifi-

TATION. |

Credit

: On December 23, 1960, | |
Credit Bureau of Nashville, advised she has had a record tor
JOHN SEIGENTHALER in the files of her officde since June .of
1950, She stated ‘that he has not been an extensive seeker of
credit, therefore, she has very meager information concerning
his credit rating. She stated there was one account which

was placed out for collection, but was subsequently paid. She
advised there was another account which was ;placed out for
collection and her records do not show whether or mot ‘this has
been paid., She stated that these -were prior to 1954 and she
has no imication that he has souscht credit since that time.
She advised ‘that |

— ]

Her records indicate that SEIGENTHALER as the

Son_of JUHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, Sr., and that his mother's
naiden name was MARY BREW. She stated that his wife was
named DOLORES WATSON, ‘the daughter of Mrs. EVELYN MARSHALL
WATSON. The ‘two were married on January 5, 1955, at the
Cathedral of the Incarnation, Nashville, She stated that'
SEICENTHALER has three brothers named CORNELIUS B, SEIGEN-
THALER, WILLIAM ROBERT SEXGENTHALER and THOMAS SEXGENTHALER. -

He has four~Sisteérs named MARY-ANN SEIGENTHALER MURPHY, EVELYN

SEIGENTHALER, JOAN SEIGENTHALER and ALICE SEIGENTHALER.

i

| statéd that SEIGENTHALER's father,
JOHN LAWRE EN LER, Sr., died on April 22, 1949. She
stated he was a native of Nashville and advised from 'records

of her office that he had a poor credit rating, but stated

o8
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that the records :indicated the xreason for this was -that he had
such a large family, She advised he apparently had been a_
hard worker and held a good ‘jobs however, because of the size
of his family, he had some difficulty meeting his debts.

On December 27, 1960, Clerk,
Credit Bureau of Nashville, advised that Mrs. MARY L. SEIGEN-
THALER, 1707 Acklen Avenue, Nashville, the mother of JOHN L.
SEIGENTHALER, Jr., has a credit record din her name dating from
December 1937. She stated her manner of paying is considered
generally slow and that ‘four accounts have heen placed out for
collection, which were unpaid, according to the credit files.




ME 161-4

b6
b7C

i

i O | advised she ng unable to locate any
lanformgtxon an her files concerning .

H

. Mrs., HUGHES advised there is no information in the
files of her office which would reflect adversely on the
character, associates or loyalty of any of the above mentioned
individuals.

Criminal
| l, ification Officer, David-
son County -Sheriffts Office, and Clerk, Central

Records Office, Nashville Police Department, advised SE JOHN
D. JONES on December 27, 1960, that they were unable to locate
an arrest record in the files of their respective offices con-
cerning any of ‘the following ;individuals:

JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, Jr.;
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Copy to:

Report of: SA| Office: Portland, Oregon
Dates 12/29/60

Field Office'Filg No.: Portland 1:61_1'1 Bureay File No.:

Titles JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR.

Charater: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: WALLACE L. TURNER, News Editor, KPTV Televislon

'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .ig'nce
" FEDERAL BUREAU.OF INVESTIGATION

Station, Portland, Oregon, advises SEIGENTHALER 1s very
dedicated, and of unquestlonable character, integrilty, and
loyalty. Would recommend for a position of trust.

- RUC -

BETAILS: AT PORTLAND, OREGON:

On December 29, 1960, Mr, WALLACE L. TURNER, News

he has known SEIGENTHALER personally since the Fall of 1958

when they attended Harvard Unilversity together under a Nleman

Fellowship. He sald he had heard of SEIGENTHALER prlor to
this time through SEIGENTHALER's work at a newspaper in
Nashville, Tennessee.

TURNER stated that, while attending Harvard,
SEXIGENTHALER's interests were mainly in urban and labor
problems. He sald that SEIGENTHALER wdS an unusually dedi-
cated individual_and a person of unquestioned integrity and

Editor, XPTV Televislon.Station, Portland, Oregon, advised that

loyalty. He considé¥s SEIGENTHALER td b&” very well educated

and of outstanding abllity.

Mr. TURNER also stated that |

Fhis documient contains nheither recommendations nor concluslons of the FBIL It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and

it tontents are 1ot 10 be distributed putside yowr ageney.

1

<13
b7C




PD 161-11

. He advd.sed that he has never known or heard any-

‘. thing derogatory with vreference to the personal life of
SEIGENTHALER, and would have no hesitancy in recommending
him m for g position of. trust 4in. the United States Government.

na rrm e e x
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
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UNITED' STATES. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
' 'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

‘Report of: HARVEY E. WILKINSON Office: Washington, .D. C.
Date: December 29, 1960

Field Office File No.s 161-67 Bureau File Nou

Title: JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR.

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis:

Employment Democratic National Committee from 8/22/60 to the
‘present verified, favorable. 'No record appointee or spouse
‘the Credit Bureau, Inc. and local PD's. CSC, 0SI, Passport
Office ‘negative.

- P =
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D, C.

EMPLOYMENT

On December 23, 1960,| | ‘Bookkeeper,
Democratic National Committee, advised SA PAUL E. ERTZINGER
appointee has been on their rolls from -August 22, 1960, to:
the present and has been assigned as Assistant to Mr. ROBERT F.
KENNEDY, Campaign Director for President-Elect JOHN F, KENNEDY.

On December 23, 1960, Assistant
'to the ‘Director of Organization, Democratic National Committee,
advised -SA ERTZINGER he has only known the appointee for the
past four months during which time they worked closely together
on the campaign for President of President-Elect JOHN .F. KENNEDY.
| He added the appointee'sS character, reputation, associates and
| loyalty are, in his opinion, above reproach and that he
| considers the appointee to be one d?’the "best men' on the
. -campaign staff. He described “the . appoinfee as very capable in
b every respect,”and he recommended him most highly ‘for a
position of trust.

This docuxaent contalnd peitber .recoramendations nor ‘conclusions of the -FBL It is the vroperty of the FBI and {s loaned to your agency: it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

b6
b7C




xrecord on the appointee| |

D : On December 28, 1960, IC| ldetermined . :
the files of the Metropol: . ice Department contain no’ D ;
recoxrd on the appointee at all times an indefinite ,

i

WFO 161-67

. | also stated that the appointee obtained b6 |
a great deal of favorable publicity when ha "broke ‘the story" b7C
concerning a Tennesseé¢ judge who was connivipng with the , .
Teamsters Union and also stated ‘that the appointee was a

Neiman Fellow at Harvard University ‘two or three years ago,
and he -explained that the Neiman Fellow is an award granted
to outstanding newspaper reporters for some particularly

excellent pilece of reporting. - ' ‘

€
1

y He also added that the appointee is employed by
the”Nashville Tennessean' newspaper at Nashville, Tennessee,
and makes a home ‘there, and that during the recent political
campaign for President-Elect KENNEDY, the appointee was in
constant travel status and for ‘the few times that he was in
Washington, D. €. ¥for very short periods he usually lived ;
in one of the hotels. C

AT R i
3 ey ¥

! . .On December 23, 1960, | S
Director of Organization, Democratic National '‘Committee, R
advised SA ERTZINGER he has only known the appointee since o
August, 1960 but that he worked very closely with him and

considers him to be a very capable individual and :a person

‘0f good character, reputation, assoclates and loyalty. He :
recommended -the appointee for a position 6f trust and . ;
confidence. ' \ f - : ,

CREDIT AND :POLICE AGENCY CHECKS

~ On December 28, 1960, IC | _ |
determined the ‘files of the Credit Bureau, Inc. contain no

i
i

L i

number of unidentified records are out of file and not available
~for review. C

- , On Decembex’ 29, 1960, IC| _ _ | determined

the files of the Uni States. Park Police contained,no record

on the appointee o :
MISCELLANEOUS ‘ :

On ‘December 29, 1960, 1( determined the

ilés of the Investigations Division, CIvi1l Service Commissio
gontained~nq recorg &3 the appointeei S - ssion,

£ :
! i

3 - .
i . .
— 2 L 3 ! ' . :

T ;L




WFO 161-67

~ On December 28, 196Q, SE ! |determined b¢
the files of the Passport Office, Department of State, contained P7€
no record on the appointee.

On December 29, 1960, IC| | determined the
files of the Headquarters Office, Office of Special Investiga-
tions, Department of the Aixr Force, contained no record on the
appointee,
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UNITED. STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ’
'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: SA GLENN C. SCOILT Office: Charlotte, N. C.
Date: 12/29/60

Field Office File Nox CE 161-18 Bureau File No.:

Title: JOHN- LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER,. JR.

Character: SPECIAL 'INQUIRY

Synopsis:  Mr. PERRY MORGAN, associate.editor, "Charlotte News", Charlotte,.
-N. C., recommends JOHN:-LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR. .as a man<of
excellent character, no associations of -an undesirable or disloyal
nature and as a'man who is extremely conscientious add industrious.
‘He stated SEIGENTHAIER has distinguished himself as being an outstanding
newspaperman ‘and would not hesitate to -recommend him for a position
of high trust with the Government.

-R.U.C -

‘DETAILS: 'On December 29, 1960, Mr. PERRY MORGAN, associate -editor,

“Charlotte News" Charlotte, North. Carolina, -advised he met

‘Mr. JOHN' IAWRENCE SEXGENTHALER, JR., 'at Harvard:University in
September of 1958. He.said both he and Mr. SEIGENTHAIER were at
‘Harvard-University on Nieman Fellowships. 'He:.sald before a person-can
receive a . Nieman Fellowship, he must have distinguished himself in
newspaper work and his.application :is passed on by a board of out-
standing editors.

This - document contains neither ‘xecommendamm nor conclusions of the FBI: ‘It fs the property of the FBI and is Joaned to your agency: it 2nd
its contents are not to be distributed outside your ageney.
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CE 161-18

Mr. MORGAN further advised that Mr. JOHN TAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER
1s an exceedingly conscientious and industrious newspaperman and would
be well qualified to hold a position of trust and tonfidence with the
Government,

He said they had taken three courses together and that he knew
him socially. He went on to state.ithat Mr. SEIGENTHALER's character,
morals, associates and habits were all excellent and that SEIGENTHALER
always associated with persons of unquestionable reputations and
characters. 'He said he knows of no associations of an undesirable
or disloyal nature.

Mr. MORGAN concluded by stating he has absolutely no
xeservations concerning Mr. SEIGENTHALER's loyalty to the United
States and would not hesitate in recommending him for a position
of high trust and .confidence with the Government.

H

i
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Mr. W.0.ScIi
URGENT 12-29-60 11-41 PM JLD Teto, Boomo o

- Mr. L'21am e
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 27 Miss Gardy
T; gzynz
ROM SAC, NEW YORK /161-70/ /7% %/ 14

JOHN LAWRENCE&SEIGENTHALER_,&L SPI. REFERENCE BOSTON
TELETYPE DATED TWELVE TWENTY NINE SIXTY.
NEW YORK, NEW YORK,

ADVISED SPECIAL AGENT AS rou.o:s, HE AND
APPOINTEE WERE ONE OF ELEVEN JOURNALISTS WHO HALD A NIEMAN FELLOWSHIP

AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY, DURING THE PERIOD SEPTMEBER NINETEEN
e b6
FIFTY EIGHT TO MAY NINETEEN FIFTY NINE. THE APPOINTEE Is b7C

=
i

D
AN IVVESTIGATIVE REPORTER AND IS A CITY EDITOR oF THE

[URRS——
wﬂ

QUOTE NASHVILLE TENNESSEEAN UNQUOTE. Tﬁ_kAPPOINTEE WORKED

tge SnpmeRd T

CLOSELY WITH ROBERT KENNEDY DURING THE CAMPAIGN AND

s pown e U F

Asszsnzndxn VITH THE PREPARATION OF HIS BOOK QUOTE THE
’ENE‘MY WITKIN UNQUOTE. ,-1)

THE APPOINTEE IS A HIGHLY
(6/- J32- 13

RECOMMENDED INDIVIDUAL AMONG HIS FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES, AN

HE HAD NO REASON TO QUESTION HIS CHARACTER, REPUTATION, NOT RECORDED

25 JAil 811361
ASSOCIATES, OR LOYALTY TO THIS COUNTRY. HE RECOMMENDED

HIM WITHOUT RESERVAT#ON FOR A RESPONSIBLE AND SENSITIVE
POSITION WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. REPORT FOLLOIS.

’,,.ﬂ R i

END A o J/T-o:zg.ﬂ"
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. FEDEREL BURELY CF INVEST'CATION .

o U.'S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIS Mr. .T°‘;°“*“"'“
& . BUILITHISATICNS SECT, Mr. MohT e

Mr. Parsons.e——
DE C 2 9 0A Mr. Belmonte——

Mr. Callahan e

\/ Mr. DeLoachu—

Mr. Malone

TELETYPE Mr. McGuireamm

M!‘- ROSen-—-——-
Mr. TADOD e

2-29-60  2-20 PM.EST CAP M, W.0 Soliven

§ : Tele. Roo!
IRECTOR, NEW YORK, CHARLOTTE, AND PORTLAND M

FROM SAC, BOSTON - /161-50/ 1 PG / il
NEW Yo(a)x VIA WASKINGTON

Z, 1
JOHN LAWRENCE'SEIGENTHALER, JR., SPI. RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE 7// |

'URGENT /
TO

o anl

TO BUREAU, DATED DECEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY.

BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY-NINE, NINETEEN SIXTY, WITHOUT FAIL.

APPOINTEE HELD NIEMAN: rzLLowsm,P AT HARVARD UNTVERSITY
filbaiiaiadies

P aaantt MR

ACADEMIC YEAR NINETEEN FIFTY—EIGHT TO FIFTY—NINE FOR STUDY.
Pttt O

| PROGRAM OF HIS CHOICE. INDIVIDUALS WHO HELD SIMILAR FELLOW-

Apr-nn -

HIPS DURING SAME YEAR: ARE zgc

PERRY MORGAN, EDITORIAL EDITOR, CHARLOTTE
7 ‘-

NEWS, CHARLOTTE, NC, AND WALLACE L. TURNER, NINETEEN FOUR ONE

NoW. THIRTY-FIRST AVENUE, PORTLAND, OREGON, APPOINTEE BORN

JULY TWENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN TWENTY-SIX, AT NASHVILLE, TENN.

ALL OFFICES CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INTERVIEWS AND SUREP. A)

BOSTON INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.,
ol <N

END AND ACK LS | /é/—-/aa L jé n,

2-24,RN 05 FPISWA.JS FOR,.RELAY
4o

‘ NOT | RECORDED
OK: FBI PD: AAS ) . ' 25
?h TR DeletedCopySent‘%;__m_z_f&gsL S JAN 811961
V 0K FBI CE RNM by LetterDated_¢/s — —
Per FOIPA Request " S/21/7¢
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TITLE OF CASE .| Report zacde by I Typed By:
\ . | I paQ
JOHN ‘LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR, | CHARACTEROFCASE be
. b7C
SPECIAL INQUIRY

e et
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Copy to:

Report of:
Date:

‘Field Office File No.:

Title:

Character:

Syaopsis:

UNI&D‘STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| Offic:  NEW YORK

12,/30,/60

New York 161-70 Bureav File No.:

JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR

SPECIAL INQUIRY

New York, New YOork, and associate of appointee at
Harvard Universi‘cy under Nieman Fellowship, recommends.

- RUC =~

“This document contalns meither reeommendutwm nor conelusions of the FBI, It Is the property of the FBI and is foaned to your agency; it and

its contenta are not to be disttibuted outside your agency.

bé
b7C
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NY 161-70

DETAILS | | >

Assoclate ‘ | |

| ‘ | b6 |

| | New York, New York, advised b7c
on December 29, 1960, as fOllOWS;

He and ‘the appointee were ‘two of 1) Journalists
who attended Harvard University under a Nieman Fellowship during
‘the period September{ 1958 o May, 1959. The appointee is
affiliated with the "Nashville Tennesseean" as an investigative
Yeporter and city editor. The appointee worked closely with
ROBERT KENNEDY, the Attorney General Designate,; during -the
campaign and assistgd %r.
book “The Enemv Within

[ He IS not acquainted w any OTNEeT mem of
thé appolntee’s :family. The appolntee is highly regarded
among his friends and associates, and he 'has no reason to
question his character, reputation, associations, and loyalty
to this country.

' He recommends the appointee without reservation ,
'for a responsible and sensitive position with the Government .
of the United States.

i

- D% -
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: | ) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE S
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

El

Copy to: '
‘ 1 i
Report of: ',S‘Al _ | “Offices ‘BOSTON. b6 |
Date: December 30, 1960 b7C
‘Field Office File No: 161=-50 + Bureav File No.: '

Titles JOHN LA WRENCE QSEIGENTEALE’R,:, JR. ‘

3

‘Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsi; Appointee’s attendance at Harvard University as
Nieman Fellow, verified and found favorable. Facultly member
‘recommends: ‘him, Neighborhood .investigation favordble.
‘Credit -and arrest checks on Appointee .were negative.

- RUC =~
DETAILS:

. Credit and arrest-.checks at :Boston,. Ma s;sc_:chuse'bts’ were made ‘ ‘
at the request of Investigative Clerk | ’

Inuln.u.aa_u.n.n_‘a.t_auarford,, Massachusetts was conducted by '
SA o .

1 1 N

i EDUCA TION l
.~ On-December 29, 1960| | Administrative ,
Assistant, Corporation Office, -Harvard University, Camdridge,
Massachusetts advised the records 'showed the corporation had

avarded a. LUCIUS W. NIEMAN Fellowship for study and research
.at Harvard University to the Appointee for the,acadenmic

year 1958-1959., She said the fellowship was accepted by

the Appointee. She -3aid the records contained no further
information concerning hinm.

. e

This Goownent contalns -mejther recorpisendations mor conclusions of .the FBL It/is the property of the-FBI and i3 loaned to your agency: it and
' its contents are not £o e distributed outside your agéney. i :
) . _ o . :




. On December 28, 1960
Medtord, Mgssachusetts) |
| advised he recalled The Appoinitee a8 o

BS 161-50 | | .

On December 28, 1960 DR. LOUIS M. LYONS, Curator of

the Nieman Fellowships, Harva

i

rd University, Cambridge,

Massachusetts advised the Appointee held a Nieman
Fellowship at Harvard University for a year of study
of his own choice during the academic year 1958-1939.
He said the Nieman Fellowships are offered each year

 to outstanding newspaper men in order thail they might =
broaden their knowledge and experience ‘through study
and research at Harvard University. He said he was very
vell acquainted with the Appointee during the period
he was at Harvard University and that all of his im-
pressions concerning him were most favorable. He said

the Appointee is a highly intelligent person who
pursued his studies and conducted his research with
great vigor and enthusiasm. -

He said the Appointee was

. one of the outstanding Nieman Fellows during the academio
'year 1958-1959. MNe said the Appointee is a very personable . -
' indtvidual who was well regarded by his associales g%

\Harvard University. He said
of the Appointee’s work as a~

that from a personal study
newspaper man he knows

hin to be a very vigorous, alert, resourceful
courageous reporter who “afwulldﬂ, develop into a Gery out-

" standing editor. He said ins

ofar as he knows, the

Appointee is a loyal and patriotic citizen of excellent
eharacter, habits, reputation gnd associations. He said

he believes .the Appointee is

well qualified by ability,

talent, ¢dourage and discretion 36 hold a position of trusit
and confidence in the Government. ,

He said the Appointee audited- such courses as he took at
Harvard Uniuversity., He advised that for that reason and
the fact that the classes he went to were atiended by -

a great many students that he could suggest no other faculty

menber who might recall him,

NEIGHBORHOOD

resident at 40 Farragut Avenue from approxrimately September,

7

1958 to September, 1959, whil
University., He said the Appo

e the latier attended Harvard ’
intee re3ided at that address with

his wire, DOLORES and son, MICHAEL., He said the Appointee

n2-

b6
b7¢C




b6
) b7C

BS 161-50

was a quiet, cooperative and highly desirable neighbor.

He said ingofar as he had been able to observe the
Appointee was a loyal citizen of good character, reputation
and associations. He said he would recommend him for

a position of trust and confidence,

mber 28, 1960 | ] |
Medford, ts advised the Appointee
and his wife were neighbors for about one year
during 1958 and 1959 and dhat they were very fine people.
She said she believes they were both loyal persons of
good character, reputation and asseciations., She said

8he knew of no reason why the Appointee would not be
qualified to hold 4 position of trust and confidence.

On December 28, 1960| , ] |
, Medford, Massachusetts advised she did not recall
the Appointee as a neighbor.

CREDIT

On December 28, 1960 personnel at the Credit Bureau of
Greater Boston, 11 Beacon St., Boston, Massachuseits
advised the records contained no information conmcerning
JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR. This agency covers
Cambridge and Medford, Massachusetts.

ARREST

On December 28, 1960 personnel at the office of the
Massachusetts Commissioner of Prodation, Suffolk County,
Court House, Boston, Massachusetis, a central repository
Jor crimimal conviction records in the State, advised the
records contained no information concerning JOHN LANRENCE
SEIGENTHALER, JR.

On December 28, 1960 | | clerk, Police
Depariment, Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised the records
contained no information concerning JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER,

JR.
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On December 28, 1960 | | c1erk,
Records Room, Police Department, Medford, Massachusetis

advised the records contained no information concerning

JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR.
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“Memorandum

T0 P Mr. Ro§g§L1// DATE:  1/6/61

FROM : C, H. Stanleymrv“

| 0
SUBJECT:  JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR.
S INQUIRY

press.officer for the Department of Justice under Attorney General
designate Robert Kennedy.

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION:

Selgenthaler, 33 years old, is married and has one son.
He joined the Army Air Force after graduation from high school
'in 1945. He was convicted by Summary Court-Martial in 1946 for

activities in the South, utilized in the book.
‘linterviewed reconnended ‘favorably.

RECOMMENDATION :

That attadhedusummary be delivered by Mr. Evans,

Enclosure L& g /- 7-&r ‘ .
{AEFT :np ‘%—
xi§28) T e

»

i

'
L. . i !

being AWOL, and confined at hard labor for a total of 24 days.
Since 1949, he has been a newspaperman with the "Nashville
Tennesseanv," becoming assistant city editor in 11/56. In ‘
1953, he received the National Headliner award for the best .
American news' story of the year; and in 1958, he was awarded:’, .
a Neiman Fellowship at Harvard University, an award offered o
each year to outstanding newspapermen to broaden their knowlédge
-and experience through study and research. He was granted leaves
‘of.absence’to work in Presidential campaign as aide to
Robert Kennedy. News articles and associates reported he .,
did outstanding job in reporting on Teamsters Union activities
in Nashville during 1957 -and 1958, and played an important
part in the production of Mr. Kennedy's book, "The Enemy
Within," in that. he furnished facts concerning Teamsters
All persons-

L

Per FOIPA Request
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Request received 12/22/60 .from Kennedy Administration
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Ao

P

NOT/RECORDED




: - ] L
- i M ;*- * ¢
L

.
- - i
, J \ ¢
; ; ,

: ' 1 - Mr, ‘Parsons
1 - Mr. Resen
1l - Mr. Evans
1= :Mr, Malley
1 -’Mr. ‘Stanley

1-"Mr. Morris : 96
1 - Miss Toby January .6, 1961

_ Mr. Lawrence F. O'Brien o ,
Washington, D C. ’ : :

Dear Mr. O'Brien;

In accordance with-your request on.December 22, ;
1960 an.investigation has been'conducted concerning
/ John Lawrence{ Seigenthaler, Jr., Transmitted herewith is a
summary, memorandum contaming the results of this investigation.

Information has been received.from one governmental
agency mdicating that a check of its files concerning
Mr. Seigenthaler has not been completed. When this check has ‘
been completed, you will be advised. :

The investigation of Mr. Seigenthaler covered
inquiries as to his gharacter, loyalty, -general standing, and

ability, ‘butno; inquxnes were ‘made ‘as to:the sources of‘his’ 3 §$
0 J b I
| mcomeq / , . 10 o " J
. - D - - . S §
i . L, v % B _
S I po Sincerely yours, S w0 ‘
, o . : | T - ’
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< ¢/ JOHN LAWRENCEEIGENTHALER, JR,~ Siio = <% e

I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Birth

o Mr. Seigenthaler was bora July 27, 1937, in Y
Nashville, Tenneswmee. oo T T lFG\ )
Education a5 /3!’*“" oo LI ) &

He graduated from Fathex Ryan High School, x
Nashville, Tennesses, on June 7, 1945, JMr, Seigenthaler _ :
attended George Peahody College for Teachers, Nashville,

Tennessee, in 1956, as a special student, He enrolled

for three courses in literature and sociology and completed

only one of these courses,

Mr., Seigenthalexr was awvarded a Neiman Fellowship
at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, for study
and research. He attended Harvard University during the
1958«1959 academic year,

Ezlozaont !

¥r, Seigenthaler was first employed by the
YNashville Tennessew»: ," a daily newspaper published in
‘Nashville, ‘lennessee, as & reporter on April 18, 1949,
He became Assistant City Editor in November, 1956, XHe
is still considered an employee of this newspaper, although
he was granted leaves of absence on September 14, 1958,
to accept a Neimmn Fellowship at Harvard University, and
on August 31, 1959, and August 21, 1960, to work as an
adnlnistrgtivo assistant to Mr. Robert F. Kennedy,

Since August 22, 1960, Mr., Seigenthaler has been

“Tolson —eaployed by the Democratic National Committee, He has been

Yobt ———gggigned ag an assistant to W', Robert F. Kennedy.
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John Lawrence Seigenthaler, Jr.

Marital Status

Mr, Seigenthaler is married to the former
Dolores Watson, and they have one son, John Michael,
aged four, The fauily resides at 525 Arrowwood Drive,
Rashville, Tennessee.

Military Service *

Mr., Seigenthaler enlisted in the ‘United States
Arny Air Force on February 6, 1946, He was honorably
discharged on March 11, 1949, as a staff sergeant at
MacDill Air Yorce Base, Tampa, Florida, by reason of
expiration of his term of service, His military record
shows he was tried and convicted by a Summary Court-
Martial on November 26, 1946, for being absent without
leave from his organization and station at MacDill Field,
Florida, from about November 9, 1948, to about
Noveumber 19, 1946, He was sentenced to be confined at
hard labor for a period of thirty days and to forfeit
forty~-five dollars of his pay. He was confined as a result of

‘the above court-martial from November 26, 1946, to December 19,

1946,
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

i

Interviews

Mr. Robert ¥, Kennedy, Attorney General Designate,
advised he has known Mr, Seigenthaler for about three years

‘and -employed him for one year, Mr. Kennedy advised that

Mr. Seigenthaler is going to "work for ' me"-and he highly
reconmended him for the pending appointment, ¥r. Kennedy

.described him as a2 person of excellent reputation,

character, and associatos and a loyal American. He stated
Mr, Seigenthalexr is a man .of integrity and honesty.

| Assistant to the Director .of b6
Organization, Democratic National Committee, Washington, D. C., b7C
adviged he has only known Mr, Seigenthaler for the past four

months, during which time they workedclosely together on the .

1

Presidential campaign. He stated Mr, Seigenthale:'s character,

-2—
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John Lawrence Seigenthaler, Jr.

reputation, associates, and loyalty are, 'in his opinion,

above reproach, He considers Mr., Seigenthaler to be one

of ‘the "best men'" on the campaign & 4 scribed him
a8 very capable in every respect. Eff:i;:ff:fjrecomnended
Mr, Seigenthaler most highly for a position of trust,

Mr', 'Edward Ball, Editor, the "Nashville
‘Tennesseas ,”" Nashville, Tennessee, stated he considers
Mr. Seigenthaler to be the best investigative reporter in
‘the United States and he certainly hates to lose his
services as a newspaper reporter with the "Nashville
TennesseRw:." Mr, Ball said insofar as Mr. Seigenthaler's
:gorsonal character and reputation are concerned, there

s n : :

| |and they are all persons of good character,
lle stated he has no question whatsoever concerning the
loyalty of Mr, Seigenthaler to the United States.

Mr. Fred Russell, Sports Editor, the "Nashville
Banner," a~daily newspaper published in Nashville, Tennessee,
advised he is well acquainted with Mr, Seigenthaler as a
-fellow newspaperman, although he was employed by a rival
newspaper. Mr. Russell stated he feels that Mr, Seigenthaler
is a most competent news reporter. He said his integrity,
patriotism, and character are absolutely unquestioned and
Hr, Seigenthaler has proved his courage and ability in an
outstanding job in reporting -on activitiee of the Teamsters
Union in Nashville during 1957 and 1958, Mr. Russell highly
recommended Mr, Seigenthaler,

| | Nashville, Tennessee, Chamber of
Conmerce, advis 6 grew up with Mr, Seigenthaler and is well
acquainted with him and all members of his family. He stated
‘Mr, Seigenthaler educated himself since graduation from high
school and described him as an outstanding newspaperman., Ho
stated Mr, Seigenthaler created a fine reputation for himself
in ‘the newspaper field. advised he has talked to:
¥Mr, Seigenthaler on many occasions during the past few years,
particularly concerning labor problems, and has fo
-‘be ‘extremely honest in his approach to this work,
'8aid he has no question concerning the loyalty of
Mr, Seigenthaler to the United States.

“3—
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John Lawrence Seigenthaler, Jr.

Dr. Louis M, Lyons, Curator of Neiman Fellowships,

‘Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised he was

acquainted with Nr, Seigenthaler during the period he was at

‘Harvard University and that all of his impressions concerning

him were most favorable., Dr. Lyons said the Neiman

Fellowships are offered ‘each year to outstanding newspapermen

in order that they might broaden their knowledge and

experience through study and research at Harvard Undversity.

He described Mr, Seigenthaler as a highly intelligent individual

‘who pursued his studies and conducted his research with great
-vigor and enthusiasm, He :said that from a personal study of

Mr, Seigenthaler’'s work as a newspaperman, he found him to be
a very vigorous, alert, resourceful, and courageous reporter,
He said insofar as hie knows, Mr, Soigeithaler is a

loyal and patriotic citizen of excellent reputation, .character,

habits, and associates., Dr. Lyons said -he believes

Mr,., Seigenthaler is well qualified by ability, talent,
courage, and discretion to hold a position of trust and

.confidence in the Government,

¥r, Wallace L., Turner, News Editor, KPTV Television
Station, Portland, Oregon, advised he has known Mr., Seigenthaler

personally since the Fall of 1958, when they attended Harvard

University together under a Neiman Fellowship, MNr, Turaner
stated that while attehding Harvard, Mxr. Seigenthaler's
interests were mainly iin urban and labor problems, He
described Mr, Seigenthaler as an unusually dedicated individual
and a person of nandquestioned integrity and loyalty. Mr., Turner
considers M¥r. Seigenthaler to ‘be well educated. : and of
outstanding ability, He stated he would have 1o hesitancy

in recommending Mr. Seigenthaler for a position of trust in

the United States Government, :

Fourteen additional individuals, consisting of
neighbors, business assoclates, and acquaintances, advised

‘that Mr. Seigenthaler is a loyal person of excellent character,

reputation, and associates. They recommended him for a position
of trust and confidence.

Close Relatives

Mr, Seigenthaler's father, John Lawrence Seigenthaler,
Sr., is deceased. His mother, Mary Brew Seigenthaler, resides
in Nashville, Tennessee, Mr. Seigenthaler has the following
brothers and sisters, 21l of whom reside in Nashville,
Tennessee: William Robert Seigenthaler; Cornelius Brew

"4“



John Lawrence Seigenthaler, Jr.

Seigenthaler; Thomas P. Seigenthaler; Mary Ann Seigenthaler
Murphy (¥rs. James Leo Murphy, Jr.); Evelyn Seigenthaler; « :
Delis Joan Seigenthaler; and Alice Seigenthaler.

Credit and Arrest Checks

Information has been received ‘from appropriate credit
reporting agencies and law enforcement agencies indicating that

their files contain either ecord oxr no pertinent information o
concerning Mr.. Seigonthaleri o b6
l b7C

Agency Checks ‘ ‘

Information has been received from the following
governmental agencies indicating that their files contain ‘either
‘00 record or no additional pertinent information concerning
Mr, Seigenthaler: ’

Investigationsinivision, 01v11~SQrvice-Commissibn;

Office of Special Investigations, Departuent of
the Alr Force;

.G~2, Central Records Facility, Army Intelligence
Center, Fort Holabird, -Baltimore, Maryland;

_ fPasspori Otticé, Department of State.
X The c.entral files of the Federal Bureau of -
‘Investigation contain no additional pertinent information
* concerning Mr, Seigenthaler,
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Section, U.S., Secret Service, U.S.
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J the results of an iaveatigation concerning
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susject: ~ JOHN LAWRENCE SEIGENTHALER, JR.
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE

Mr. P. Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President,
has today. requested that another copy of the-summary on John Lawrence

Seigenthaler,*Jr., dated January 6, 1961, be furnished to him, ,
O W\« D I£ é ?éy
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August 23, 1962

PERSONAL
-~
o'y g ‘/f’/
Mr. John Lawrence-Seigenthaler } .i ! //’u@
Editor —E o ; /
Nashville Tennessean "&HN Lo AT At? :f{.g E 4 -
Nashville, Tennessee S S
M
Dear Mr, Seigenthaler: o g S
=
=
1 would like to add my congratulations to H% '—:g
those you have already received on your nomination by ER

Presideat Kennedy to be 2 member of the United States
N

Advisory Commission on Information, I my associates

-or I can.be of any assistance, I hope you will not hesitate

to let.us know.
Sincerely nnrs,
Delated Copy Sent ,Wz L \‘6 / % :
by Letter Dated ___ t|1¥|1] é y
Per FOIPA Requedt el 1.~ N\G‘ g /v« 1
; 1 - Memphis & \\&}5 19 AUG 271962
«1&5"’ ‘ am— men——
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‘NOTE: Mr, Seigenthaler is on the Special Correspondents' List.
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'United States -Advisory * Com«
mission on Information.

Mr. Sefgenthaler will succeed
‘Yonathan Daniels, editor of the
Raleigh (N. C.) News and Ob-«
server, who resigned. June 19.
'Mr. Seigénthaler formerly
rerved as -administrative ose

stant to Attorney - Genera!
1t P, Kennaedy -He was &
reporter on. Tennessean

sean, o be a.member of the]

from 1949 to. 19800
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Belmont —
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Callahan e
Conrad
DeLoach
Evans
Malone :
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Sullivan e
Tavel -
Trotter ma
Tele Room
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Yhe Washington Post and o
Yimes Herald

The Washington Daxly News,___
The Evening Star

New. York Herald Tribune m———"
New York Journal<AneriCon mumm:
New York MIITOr smme————
New - York Dally News
New YorkiPost,
The New York Times
The Worker
The New L eader
‘The Wall Street JOUrNal mmmmm
The National ObServer mummmmm
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| ASKINGTON--THE SENATE TODAY CONFIRMED BY VOICE VOTE A NUMBER OF

pR;«xner KENNEDY'S DIPLOMATIC NOMINATIONS, INCLUDING FRANCIS H,.
RUSSELL OF MAINE, AS AMBASSADOR TO TUNISIA, e
- wETEE CONFIRMED WERE FIVE DELEGATES AND FIVE ALTERNATES FOR THE
 U.S. DELEGATION TO THE 17TH _GENERAL ASSENMBLY OF THE UNITED NATICNS
THIS FALL. . "
TEE DTLECCATION WILL BE KEADED BY U.N. AMBASSADOR ADLAI E. STEVENSON
_ BND ALSG INCLUDES HIS DEPUTY, .FRANCIS T, .P..PLIMPTCN, AND SENS,
tLBERT GORE, D-TENN,., AND GORDON ALLOTT, R- -COLO. 3 END DISARMAMENT
NEGOTIATOR ARTHUR H. DEAN.
TRE ALTEFNATES ARE HEADED BY. CHAQLES x. Yoc ANOTHER DEPUTY
TO SIEViNSCN, AND ALSO IVCLUD’Kh& TZNICK OF CHICAGO:
'QNP”Rhﬂ B BIN”HBV CF NEW YOR; DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
TETCA ROWAN, AND MRS. MARIETTA P, TREE OF NEW YORK.
90‘c6ﬁffhmsn WERE THE NOMINATIONS OF ABBA"P. _SCHWARTZ TO BL
IhIST?ATCR OF THE STATE nzaga Y¥ENT'S BURFTAUTOF “SECURITY A
’CONSULAR AFFAIRS AND Jcnw L. SEIGENTHALER, EDITOR OF THE NéQHVILL“
\:Ewnssssan 10 SERV ThE 7 EOMMISSION ON INFORMATION.

 UPI-i64
‘{ (NOMINATIONS) \

\

e A Nsste I

————

ORGNAL FuED ey ) )

4

SETGENTHALER SUCCEEDS JONATHAN W. DANILLS, EDITOR OF THE RALEIGH
‘(NiC4) NEWS & OBSERVER, WKO RESIGNED.
' $/10--N437PLD
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THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN M ﬁ ,
AMON CARYER EVANS, PUBLISHER Mr. EVENS e
MORNING AND SUNDAY Mr. Malone  weme

NASHVILLE |, TENNESSEE: Mr. RoSen wumme
: Mr. Sullivan ..

JOHN SEIGENTHALER Mr. Tavel ..

EOITOR August 28, 1962 My, Trottor cumem

Tele. ROOI i

Miss Holmes e
: Miss GAnAY cmmmmam

Hon. -J. Edgar Hoover, Director /
Federal Bureau of Investigation

United States Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 7"/

Dear Mr. Hoover: Dj
Thank you for your letter of congratulations. +

Indeed, I will not hesitate to let you know if assistance .ot
isineeded. ' .

Sincerely,
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1l - Mr, lBelmont
Je/— 132 “’17({5

1 - Mr. Cleveland

1 - Mr., Evans

Date: September 12, 1962

! To: Director, Office of Security Iy
U. S, Information Ageacy "fg:iggg? ‘
From; John Edgar Hoover, Director ;le ~ k

Subject: JOHN ummn‘gxmsmn wE O

SPECIAL INQUIRY = S

’ 2 =

z =

| Reference is made to your recent request S <

directed to the White House conceraing Mr. John Lawrence
Seigenthaler.

Please be advised that the files of thisk’

Bureau contain no additional pertinent infersation®
concerning Mr. Seigenthaler since his resignation
§;;5'thg;nepartnont of Justice effective March 21,
—_— . o -

t
[P ]

x) ' '
< =~No further action :is contemplated in this

o
lﬂ‘:@roiam:’, iui E:
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502 Dlﬂézl]ﬁ
3 v @ -
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& NOTE: Based on a request from the United States Information
Agency (USIA), Mr. O'Donnell of ‘the ‘White House on 9/10/62 asked

that we furnish to USIA any pertinent information received
concerning Seigenthaler subsequent ‘to his leaving the Department

of Justice on 3/21/62. iy
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JONITED:STATES GOVERN  Colldhas
: \ Conrad , 3

Del.oach

Memorandunt

1o MR. CLEVELANRYY ~ pate: September 7, 1962 z“‘,______"——
_Arotter 3
Tele. ROOM movaumoem
Holmes , :

FROM  : C..A. EVAN ’ S v

SUBJECT: MELVXN DOUGLAS /
' JO

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE % f

. , ‘Mr. P, Kenneth O'Donnell, ‘Special Assistant tothe President,
has today requested.that a.copy of the Special Inquiry summary on-Mely

Douglas, dated:May 31,. 1962, and a copy of the:Special Inquiry summary on
.JoRn Séigenthaler,. 'az-xteaﬁanuary 6, 1961, be furnished to'the United States
-Information Agency. :

F

ADDENDUM - CAE:LS -.9/10/62: &J

) * «Mr. O'Donnell subsequently advised that the summary on
Seigenthaler should not be disseminated but instead a short letter sent
to USIA advising thatithe original investigation was generally fa orable 7o
and include any additional data we:might have received on Seigenthaler
since he left Justice Department employment.
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1 ~ Mr. Raupach
September 17, 1962

7 JOHN SEIGENTHALER 1 ~
: | Nashville, Tennessee ‘SEEMi*c:!cgfz ‘

An agglicant-type investigation has been previously |
conducted by this Bureau concerning the captioned individual. '
The results of this iuvesﬂg‘tion were furnished to the
White House on Jandary 6

t the request of the White House' you are referred
to the - Ofi’ice of the Honorable P, Kenneth 0°Domnell, Special
Assistant to the President. (141.132)

‘ORIG & ONE TO :DEPARTMENT OF STATE
‘Request Received 9-5-62
K§§ CSW(7i ! Les

"

NOTE: Above suitable for dissemination per D, H. Young, ‘ Q/
! f

i

Special Inquiry Section
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TEOHET ittt This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of
WG« SullvEn v the FBJ, and Ls loaned t6 your agency;.it and.its. contents are 1ot to be dts\r!bu:ed outside your
';‘.ex;nﬁmw' agency, This.is in answer to your request tor a check of FBl files, :
ng
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MAILED 3T
0CT 301963 .
_. COMM-FBI _.

October 30, 1963.

Mr, . John Lawrence
‘Editor

‘Nashville Tennegsean
Nashville, Tennessee

‘Dear Mr, Seigenthaler:
I have learned of your speech on October 17th:

before the Tennessece Chapter of the FBI National Academy
Asgociates,

igenthaler

It was certainly good of you to coament so
‘favorably regarding the activities of this Bureau. My
associates and I hope qur efforts will continue to merit

. your support and approval.
-Sincerely yours,
. -Edgar Hooyep

'1 - Memphis (1-192).
‘Reurlet:10-24-63,

v

Tolson
Belmont

Mobhr St——————— £
TASDET pmtatrsmmanss

NOTE: Mr. -Seigenthaler is on the Special'Correspondents' List..
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WASHINGTON-~PRESIDENT JOHNSON TODAY FORMALLY SENT TO THE SENATE
* FOR CONFIRMATION THE NOMINATION OF LAURENCE WALRATH FOR A NEW TERM
ON THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE .COMMISSICN (ICC).

VIRGINIA MAE BROWN AND CLYDE . HERRING WERE NOMINATED FOR
‘| SEVEN-YEAR. TERMS,

JAMES LOUIS ROBERTSON. WAS ‘REAPPOINTED TO THE BOARP OF -GOVERNORS
FOR' THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM.

JOKNSON ALSO NOMINATED .FOUR- PERSONS TO THE UNITED  STATES ADVISORY
COMMISSION 'ON INFORMATION, THEY ARE FRANK~STANTON, JAMES LEONARD

\‘REINSCH DOROTHY B. CHANDLERé AND JOHN 'L, IGENTHALER., BOTH

‘UPI-165
(NOMINATIONS ) ]

SEIGENTHALER AND REINSCH WERE REAPFOINTED TO THE COMMISSION,
3/10~--JR3I 5L PES e
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1T s . . # .
, | APR.6 1965
‘NAME CHECH

April 5, 1965
Summey,

v
t
3
¢
¥
‘.
0 i
\

Jomx umaw%mmxm
Born: July 1927
Nashville, Tennessce

plicant-type ‘inyestigation conceming
John ! Lwrcncgg 4 ‘born July 1927,

Nashy eNnessee, was . conducted by the FBi in. December,
1960 and the results were furnished to the White House,
Shouid ‘you desire the detailed results of the invcstigntion,
izou are referred to the office .of the Honorabl
: Assg'gzlmi:sgt)) ‘the President, attention,

b6 .
b7C

Original & 1 - ARMY

Re u;:%zzgggl!ed 3-25-65 ‘ “:;;_,,i

Summary furnished White House' dated 1-6-61

-contained favorable ‘information:with:exception

of one:conviction in 1946 by Summary Court-Martial:
for AWOL confmed hard labor for 24 .days.

-

W
REcg//é/« /32~ 2’5‘@

This doeument contams neither recommendations nor conclusions
loaned tz;u your ageney 3t and its conténts are not to bé distributed outside your.agency. “This reply is result of check v

P 19 APR 77 1965

sy

of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI, and is-

of FBI investigative files. To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FBI 1dentifi¢ation Division.

4 APR L1969 X(O

‘Deleted Copy Senu‘(?'_u?w__,b_h_.g&% L.
by LetterDated &Ljlofa:
Per FOIPA Request § ':J.l ‘1
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FILE NUMBER.
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MAILED

SFP 8§=-13965 F
M NAME: CHECK :
September 7, 1965 :
X - |
mmxmmwmfggmum U1 g )
~Born: _July 27 ——
_ Nashville, Tennessee ‘ﬁz‘m -

‘ Anmncant-type inventigation eomemins :
Jo born .July 27, 92’ :
aBhville, Tenneuee was conducted by the FBI in December, .
1960, and the results of the investigation were furnished to
the mu.te House., For detailed results of the investigation

you are referred to the 0ffice of the Honorab on,.
Iﬁ;lﬁuistant to the President, attention 1;_610
(261-132)

Original and 1 - Small Business Adminstration , ‘
Request received - August 16, 1965 ! “

il
i

CE:mfm , ‘ \,
w 4 ) 3

Note: Summary furnished White House 1-6-61, contained favorable
Information with & exception of one conviction in 1946, vy
(siurmgary court martial for AWOL. Confined hard labor for 24

ays.

/ %/4/—-13..2 - &9
Deleted Cony Sen%&% ‘ d :
‘by Letter Dated /27 ‘ A !

Per FOIPARequest_ 572/ 70 Q*Ia 19 SEP 9 '1965

This docuitent contains neither recorimendations nor conclusions of th¥PBfmIt Is the property,of’
the FB!, and is loaned to your agengy;.it and its contents gre not to be distributed outside your
agency. This is In answer to your request for a check of FBI files.

This reply is result of check of FBI
investigative files. To -check arrest

4. :
RY QED 14 recotds request must be submitted to .
5 7 SEP 141365 FBI Identification Division. '
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* JUN 24]9.66
June 2%%%

| O
JOHN. LAWRENCE -SEIUENTHALER

Born: July 27, 31927
Nashville,. esage .

R

Jeiter L ,}wﬂz,”o%g/(r{‘_{/ 7‘//4{-&/2. —-zﬁhumm/iz&/ -
‘An’ applicant-type investigation was conducted. in
1960 concerning the captioned individual, The results of
this investigation were furnished to the White House,.

For detailed results of this investigation, you
are referred to the office of the Honorable Marvin Watson
Svecia) Assistant to the President, attention| |

‘Request Received -~ June 20, 1966

(161-132) ‘

¥
i

Original a’&‘i 1 - 0OSD

ALF:bap
(4)

1 Note: Summary furnished White House January 6, 1961, con-

tained favorable information with exception of one
conviction 4An 1946, by summary court martial for
AWOL. Confined -hard :1a}t?>’:91j for 24 days.

C32fpr_132 _ RO
t Jugelodec M?‘“Zu JUN 271966

by LetterDated __ tJfo[11___ YU
Per FOIPA'Request .S J21[2¢ -

¥

" S———

‘This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL, [tis the prc;perty of the FBI, and is
Loaned to your agency; it and L contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ‘This'reply is result of check

. ' Th
;j‘ FBI investigative f:}\es eck.arrest records, request must be submitted to’ FBI ldentification Division,
Fingerprints a,\rj eEess !
o 3
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sitive check.
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,E: Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
L_Jservice Unit - Room 6524
[___1Forward to File Review
 Attention
Return to

Supervisor Room  Ext.

Type of References Requested:
Regular Request (Analytical Search)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubvetsive)
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ECASSIFTEBY
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srable ‘ | “ao- )9% ,

& A smsiant to the Presiczat
: | E-'N

()
Jo H N L sz&—‘/vaﬁ Sizﬁ.«vrmts‘r

: Reference iz mada to your name check regqu
co:zf::':mng Judge Julius J. Foiimon and som cih r individuals,

Attached are separaic memoranda concerning

ORIGINAL FILED I é,?.!_ D

the folicwing individuals:

Judge Julius J. Hoffman

Williaza A, Lydgate _ Johi weizenthaler

j2 nve“e,nd Cddie Hoover | |

Dr. Zrrnest R. May - - Thomas Winskip ]

Enclosures (8) |

1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent dumct) éunclo.,;ures

1 - Mr. Gale (sent direct) - Enclozures /é /.. /3&,— 3 R*
| A‘_m .pata @ C‘ff ; 'ﬂ-ﬂ nor RECOEDZD | 10

2 WAR 24 1970 =
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WEILeTS vmmmtastomtns
Mohr
“Bishop
COSPET mmmmsimsntente
Callehon
CoR#Ud rmmamimaravns

! Rose!\m
LU T G
Tﬂvel S ————————
Soyars . -
“Tele. Room........
HOD 08 sumcmmaramase
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'Mr. Seigenthaler was the subject of an applicant-type investigation
-conducted by the FBI during the latter part of 1960 and the first part of

' first day and over $60 a share within six months, although only five chicken

- January 27, 1970, Issue of "The New York Times" revealed that captioned
.(17-63502, 34, 48)

.upon background information submitted in connection with this name. .

‘March 16; 1970

-JOHN SEIGENTHALER
S UM MARY
-John Seigenthaler, Editor, "The Nashville: Tennessean, "

Nashville, Tennessee, ‘may be identical with Jo naeftelgenthaler,
Jr., who was born on Julz 27, 1927, .in Nashville, ‘Tennessee.. This

1961, 'The results of that investigation . were summarized in a communication
dated January 6, 1961, a‘copy of whithlidattached.  (161-132) R

Sk va

The January 27;, 1970, issue of the "Knoxville News -
Sentinel, " Knoxville, Tennessee, reported that the Minnie Pearl Fried
Ch.icken Systems were under investigation by the Securities and Exchange
Commission. According to this newspaper account, friends of.the organizers
in 1967 were sold stock in Minnie Pearl at $.50 a share. In May, 1968, this
stock was offered to the public-at $20 a share and it rose to $§40 a share the

stands had been built by the time the stock was placed on the market, The
individual was one of the original purchasers of this &kock.

Our files reveal no additional pertinent data concerning
captioned individual,

“The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of the . {
FBI containno arrest data identifiable with captioned individual based

check request.

Deleted Copy Sent /&W,, %& L

by Letter Dated (J-8J1s]77.Y
Enclosure Per FOIPA Request____ X ]a1/7¢ /\%ﬁ
NOTE: Per rejuest of to the b6
President. ‘ b7c
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. Federal Bureau of h:stigation ;
I Records Branch
3//0 , 19,20

: Name Seatching Unit - Room 6527
{1 Setvice Unit - Room 6524

Forward to File Review

Attention'

Retutn to

Supetvisot Room Ext.

Type of References Reguested:

Regular Request (Analytical Search)
All Refetences (Subversive & Nonsubversive)

Subversive l& g
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'—-:}Mcﬁn Suwm References OnlyQ
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Exact Name Only (On the Nose)

\ i:] Buildup C] Variations

Subject

Birthdate §: §£ ce 2/ -?7/-?‘70 t\\A_-sa\ ? !-—UW

Addr =3
.Locah% 5 _‘@%Mb %

4 / Secrchet
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MAY 021975

NAME CHECK

-APR-3 0 1975
. P

/)
e -

£

i‘ e -Johfzgeigenthaler, ‘who' you -advised is affiliated
W

ille Tennessean," Nashville, Tennessee, and
_ ‘were .the subjects of a White House name b7C
'check .in 1972. On April 14, 1972, the FBI advised the White :
-House there was .no-pertinent additional information since '
the White House name check of March 16, 1970, concerning
John Seigenthaler. A copy of - FBI memorandum dated *
March 16, 1970, concerning Jo eigenthaler, is attached.
(161-132-32) i —c

The central files of the FBI, including the files
, ‘'0of the Xdentification Division, contain no additicnal pertinent
. Anformation concerning captioned individuals based upon back-

ground information :submitted in connection with this name
check :request.
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