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|8 préesenting ‘panorama, the sense, the smell, the sound, the soul

b1 New York. 1t 1a a long book--nearly two hundred thousand words

qoubt, . . The book coversg gome twentv-five vears of pgrowth and deca

O _not only the hundred or more characters, but of the whole mass of the

31ty--ths other millions of characters whom you feel hauntingly behind

angd from the

_}“no BB

Novel: A PUSHCART AT THE CURRB (1922 varse: ROSINANTE TO THE ROAD
1926), a play: ORIENT EXPRESS
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Memo to Director

NY 100-49668 June 5, 1944

invitation te DOS PABSOS for a trip to Japan and had caused the Japan

Institute to o the correspondence and srrangegents in that re@rd%@ﬁ
W o LT #r.c..-zﬂ LnTE )
elng furnish _

$his information is to your office for
your information and such aotion as you deem appropriate, and since ne
comnegtior appears to heve bsen formed betwesn D05 PASB0S and the Japan Tourtisy £

Burean, in connection with the propagandm activities of the latter offiece,
no further action is contemplated by this Field DPivision,

. I~ €
) g /% %wow /-6«'3 AaZest ,,/,fk’
Enolosures %J'Af gy

co: Washington Meld (Ene,)
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2D FORM NO DY

Ojﬁce Memorandum - ONITED STATES GOVERNMENT
(1]

10(;-49.H 5 -
10 DiTPctOr' }FI DATE LF‘W YGI'((, 1‘1, Y_
June &, 1944
FROM SAC, New York ,
-1t 4 - Wﬂ? -
SUBJECT v CHII DOS PASSOS _EXEVPT FROM GO i
ReGISTrATION ACT - J DA il —
- - -
I lor the Office of Naval Intellisence, 90

"5 hed by then an opportunity to discuss
* PASSOS, who, however, advised MAC LEISH that 1t would, unfortunately, be impossible

i

Cnurch Street, New York, N, Y., on Februasry 10, 1944, furnished further files
and corresvondence origlnally from the officerammxjft Buresu, 630
Fifth Avenuve, New York City, The identity of : as the source
of this material and information should be kept confidentisl. Where these papers

and letters consist of wri he Jomonese languege, translations have been
mzde bty Sveelal Employee and the meterial discussed herelnafter

New York File No, 100-49565, being Exhibits 1A, 120 2nd 1

‘The above-mentioned material conta,ined coples of correspondence

13 being kept as an exhiblt in the file entltled MIAPAN BO%R‘OUPIST INDUSTRY",
Jop AT 2 el

which spnesred to have been originally on the stationery of the Iibrory of Congress
fshington, Office of the Librarien, which were addressed tol |

hpan Institute, Inc,, 630 Fifgl;}g‘zenue, New York City, and siaed by ARCHIBALD

AC LEISH, ”W

th‘a/ ’”

Background information on DOS PASSOS tzken froﬁ'tgg)book LIVING
NOTHORS 'bJ the H, W, WILSON COMPANY K New York, in 1937, on pages 105 and 106

55 set forth on separcte pages attached to the above-mentioned letters from

4C LEISHE, It 1s not known however whether the information concerning DOS PASSOS
, been furnished to by MAC LEISH or whether i1t hed been obtalned by the
Phvan Institute from other sources, Two vphotostatic coples of the background
Ahformation concerning DOS PASSOS are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures
Herewith end one copy 1s being sent to the Washington Field Division,

§

[

A letter dated April 11, 1940, indicated that DOS PASSOS

pon his retmrn to Washington, By inference 1t would seem that some prior con-

and

MAC 1EISH informed[____ Jthat he

By letter dated Jun
general plan with Mr, JOHN DOS

for him, DOS PASSOS, to go to Japan in the fors Bunure, DOS PASSOS
stated, however, that he appreclated being thought of, MAG LEISH 1 ted. _th
he had no ether auggestions to make at thSaEti time,-mgmxmn 7/"“,-:-’ i{

o

An emimtm all other materiai of 4he Jdpan’ Tourist {mf"

Buresu disclosed no other coples of correspondence concerning this matter, nor |
other information concerning DOS PASSOS, nor'the connection of mc LRISH with

the Jgpan Inetitube or the Japan Tou.rist Burean

et e

A L oot oS
vWMmqu s/ P L
ga It 13 to be Doted that the Japan Tourist Buresu by reason of

its possession o!‘ethese coples had probably been interested in lagulng a.n_nr@

[T lrii
wl

<
b

N

gounds right to you?, MAC LEISH wrote th&t he wonld get in touch with DOS PASSOS

iversation or correspondence concerning DOS PASSOS had taken place between MAC LEISH

s

= g  [QQNEIBENRAL

LA

e

b7C
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AThough it is hard not to take a certain pride in the courage and
tolerance of the American people in allowing thelr deadly enemies to set
up this new sounding board for propaganda in their midst, pride is largely
overlald by our shame in the fact that so many of our fellow-citizens have
allowed themselves through ignorance or delusion or mere corruption to become
the dupes and tools of the masters of the Kremlin who, having destroyed
the liberties of the peoples of Russia and half Europe, will not rest until
they have ruined the last remaining strongholds of freedom in the West.

Now 1s the time for us to speak out. We do not pretend that
our civilizatlon is perfect or anywhere near 1t, but we do believe and we
mst shout that bellef into the ears of cowards and traitors, that given
peace and freedom to experiment we can lmprove our soclial system and
mold it into the beginnings of a decent civilization. That peace and
that freedom are what the masters of the Kremlin camnot afford to let
us have. Glven peace and freedom, the world will rid 1tself of the

false and obsolete dogmas. This is the time to tear the masks of peace (“

off Communist propaganda and Communists.

"We must take thls opportunity to expose that tyranny which
deludes pecple and dupes them into belleving that the future of mankind
belongs to the police state. When that exposure has taken place thelr
despotism will perish from its own poison. Only in liberty can a decent
society be built, and 1t 1s the free men of the world and not the slaves
who will build it." (94~36511~100)

ey

Y - Y e

RECOMMENDATION ; T ‘ C X

A review of the above information reflects that although
Dos Passoe was probably a Communist and subsequently a Trotskylte he has
1n recent years become definitely anti-Compunist. In view of this, it
does not appear that an investigation of Dos Passos is warranted, and
if you agree,no investigation will be instituted.

p7C
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The "New York Times®™ of May 13, 1947, stated that John Dos
Passos attacked the American Authors' Authority as an effort by Communists
to control American thought. (100=340022-83)

During the summer of 1947, Dos Passos indicated to a Bureau
agent in Boston that his political sympathies were now "to the right.m
(121~1666-3)

The January 9, 1949 issue of the "Worker" was extremely critical L-lt
of the subject's novel, "The Grand Design®" calling it a"erunde smear of the New

Deal." It states in part "But the whole 1s a grotesquerie, a fraud and sham,
in which is utilized the remnants of the aging los Passos' technical s¥i11 to
discredit the progressive upsurge of the 30's; to ridicule anti-Faseism; to
redbait and to smear, smear, smear." It stated that Dos Passos is marching

in the regiments of reaction and “Yas Henry Luce's literary lapdog" faithrully

doing the big money's bidding. (100~360070—A)
alter Winchell op April 1 furnished information to the
effect that of the Union of Soviet Writers,
placed Dos Passos in the "motley literary crew of reaction" of the warmongers.
(100~356137-405)

The State Department advised that Dos Passos was invited to speak -
on April 30, 1949, at a manifestation at Paris in protest against the World
Congress of Partisans of Peace on April 20. The meeting was to take the line ’8
that the greatest menace to peace arises from the dictatorial nature of the
Sovlet Unlion with its concentration camps, absence of opposition parties, @1

suppressiop of freedom of speech, etc, {100=361031-37)
o ols Mont. Livtie /709 L AITH9 ala—
William B. Smith on an "Interrogatory®™ notarized on September 17,

1948, in connection with a hearing by the Regional lLoyalty Board, said that

Dos Passoe had denounced Communist leadership during the purges of 1937. W,
Shortly thereafter he became one of the principal liberal writers who was "
violently anti-Communist and has been on numerocus committees that were strongly
anti-Communist. (121-22164-10)

The following was contained on the cover of the April, 1949,
issue of "Plain Talkh.

THE MASKS OF PEACE q

By John Dos Passos

(Message to Americans for Intellectual Freedom in protest against Soviet-
sponsored "Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace.")

- 11- *ﬂ'__
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The Civil Rights Defense Commlittee was formed August 1, 1941,
for the purpose of raising funds and defending the 28 members of the SWP
who wers being tried at Minneapolis for conspiring to overthrow the United
States Govermnment. lmstterhead on the stationery of this committee listed
the subject as Wice Ghairman and a member of the National Committee.in 1941
and 1943, (100-37551~5-17)

The March 24, 1942 issue of "New Masses" carried an editorial
captioned ®"The Background." This editorial stated that the subject was on a
committee which initiated a letter to the President of the Mexican Republic
in behalf of a group of Trotskyltes and their co-workers who had been
charged with being 5th Columnists. (61-918%:#)

i'd

A confidential source advised that the subject subscribed
to either the "Militant"™ or the "Fourth International."
(No date given; 100=16~35-50)

A

Information Reflecting Anti-Communist Sentliment:

On November 22, 1938, Sam Baron testifled before the Special
Committee on Un~American Activities, House of Representatives.

He testiflied that Jolin Dos Passos had been a devoted follower
of the Communist movement for years. Baron said that he saw hinm in Spaif
and in Paris, and that upon his return to this country from Spain Dos Passos
wrote an article in the July 1937 issue of "Common Sense.™ This article
indicated that he was not certain whether the price paid by Loyalist Spain
for Soviet aid had been too great. (61-7582, Vol. 4, p. 2543)

The "Washington Post" of December 2, 1939, listed John Dos Passos
as a member of the Committee for Cultural Freedom which was formed for the
sole purpose of opposing all forms of telalitarian interference in cultural
life of America. (61=7559=6642X, p. 7)

Mikq*ﬁnld in his column appearing in the %"Dally Worker" of
January 25, 1943, discussed American authors and their failure to adequately
portray an American Communist. He said "Dos Passos being eaten up with the
poitions of Trotsky, pailnted a sinister skunk, an Al Capone, Machiavellil and
Bluebeard rolled into one messy tollet scrawl of hate."
(100-114353-4)

The "Daily Worker” of September 2, 1946, severly criticized the
book "Tour of Duty"™ by Dos Passos. It was described as a stenographic
report of what Dos Passos heard in the Pacific and in Burope as a war
correspondent for "Life" magazine. The MWaily Worker" article criticized the
book for its anti-Soviet Union "fabrications." (97-2497-A)

S
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Dos Passos wrote a foreward to a pamphlet entitled "#ho Killed
Carlo Tresca™ published by the Tresca Memorial Committee in 1945. The foreward LJ
was entitled "He Died As a Fighter for Freedom." (61-1335-398) .

The State Department advised on November 2, 1948, that the Communista
were planning to organize a Congress of intellectuals, writers, artists and
others of this class of professional people of Latin America. The 8ongress
was scheduled to convene in Mexico City in December of 1948 or January of 1949.
The program of this Congress was to be built around the slogan "For Peace® (&%)
and Dos Passos was listed as a delegate from the United States. -

Leclsnoifiiod pue 0t Lot letr. LEDFT09  Aidls abon

The May 7, 1950, issue of "Bohemia,"” a weekly magazine
published in Havana contained an article concerning the Inter-American l—l.
Conference for Democracy and Liberty to be held May 12 - 14, 1950, John Dos
Passos was one of the individuals listed as backing the conference. (109-~442-1)

Assistant Secretary of State Archibald MacLeish stated that a film -
®Spanish Earth" and one entitled "The Four Million" were made under the .
sponaorship of a group of writers which included the subject. Both films 6?13

were dgscribed as following the fommunist line. (Date not shown; 65-29951-34X1) -
W,‘um Aa,.#cme W;{sz’ SLITTP mon—
8

The "Proletarian Journey™ written by Fre al states that
Dos Passos picketed the State House in Boston (date not shown) protesting
the execution of Sacco and Vanzetti. According to the report Dos Passos was
arrested while picketing. (61-7559-1846)

Trotskylte Activities:

In 1943, Confidential Informent[____ ] of the Seattle Office bz
advised that the subject had at one time been a Communist but had left the b7D
Party to become affiliated with the Trotskyites. (121-1666-1X14)

The January 3, 1937 issue of the "New York Times” carried an
article stating that President Cardenas of Mexico had offered Leon Trotsky

~asylum in Mexico. He did this in answer to an appeal made by prominent ﬁl
“  Americans and Mexican liberals among whom were JohmiTewey, SuzanneklaFollette, John
Dos Passos and DiequﬁtVera. (61=7566-196X)

The "New York Times" for February 1, 1937, listed John Dos Passos
as a member of the American Committes for the Defense of Trotsky. (61-7559-941X) !

The "Communist" for January, 1938, wrote the following concerning / o
Dos Passos: "And Dos Passos, with a Trotskylte pushing his pen, writes 'in =
behalf of' Spain." (61-901-90) .

v
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In an article entitled "Intellectusl Red Terror over New York,"
by Bugene Lyons, 1t was stased that John Dos Passos published his "Adventure
of a Young Man," a novel which traces the lacerating disillusionment of &n
idealistic young man with the amoralism and corruption of the Communists
at home and later on the battlefields of Spain. (100-202315-861)

| | for Associated Press,

has advised that while in Moscow John Dos Passos roomed wit dye, the b7

executive secretary of the International Commlttee, Soviet Writers Union.
(Date not given; 100-107270-70)

A

Walter Steele testified before the Dies Committee in 1938 to the
effect that on May 19, 1930, Dos Passos signed a statement appearing im the
"New York Times" in protest against the "red scare”. (61.7582-1380, p. 254)

On December 23, 1936, Confidential Informantl _____ ]advised L7c
that Dos Passos was extremely close to Communist Party headquarters in hiD
New York. (€1..7566-166)

——
The Daily Worker of Afril 26, 1937, announced that a message from u

i Dos Pamsog wag read to a meetifig at Mecca Temple at New York City on April 24,

¢ 1937. The meeting was held. the honor of the Lincoln Battalion. Chairman
of the meeting was Charl beln, a member of the Communist Party Central
Committee. (61~7561-119, 121X)

The book ®*Iiving Authors" published by the H. W. Wilson Cqmpany
in 1937, sets forth the following: ™Rscently Dos Passos has developed a
strong social oonsclousness. He 1s not a Communist, but aympathizes in
avery way with Soviet Russia......"® (121-22164~10)

* \

A book entitled "Dooumentary Film® by Paul Rotha was published
in 1939. This book pointed out the close connection hetween Jori ns
and John Dos Passoa. Ivens was reported as a Dutch Communist operating
between Holland and the Soviet Union. (65-9266—65)

The February 7, 1939, issue of "Peoples World™ announced that
the subject was one of a group of 78 leaders in American Literature releasing
a joint appeal for the lifting of the embargo preventing the Spanlsh Republic
from buying arms for its defense. (61-756};257X39) \

- L/

| kf ONI (whose identity should be kept
confidential) furnished information from the files of the Japan Tourist
Bureau in 1944. The information indicated that in 1940 this Bureau had been 4;49 L
interested in issuing an invitation to Dos Passos for a trip to Japan and

had cauged the Japan Institute to handle arran enents in t regard. 97—2497— Y
4‘2‘125a4-¢1’ﬂ%ﬁil .y > ;ﬁ4454v—/ /f)}’ 2575 2&¢%£§if

Confidential Informant adv1 ed tha " e b2
in 1 , Stated that Dos Pdss0s was a Communisto i—;ﬁ e de:

(64:27960=4) LD 7D
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In 1938 Walter Steele testified before the Special Committee L

on Un-American Activities, Houme of Representatives, to the effeot that cjﬂijpcz
Dos Passos wag a member of "Pen and Hammer® which he described as an

organization formed by a group of Jewish Revolutionary Wrlters of the Unlted
States. {61~7582-138, pgs. 2 and 3)

A highly confidential source advised that John Dos Passos
was a member of the Executive or Advisory Board of the Theatre Union. At the
time. (date not given) Re was a member of the John Reed Club. (61~8701-53)

The subject wrote a foreward to the book "Veterans on the March," fgggam$&,

by Jack Douglas published in 1934, by Worker's Liprary Publighers for the
Veterans Publication Society. A copy of this book was furnished to the
Bureau by the New York Office. (61=7559~11442)

In 1943 a letterhead on the statlonery of the Weshington Committee
of National Sharecroppers Week listed Dos Passos as a sponsor of this organlzation.
(100-7101-13)

In 1936, Dos Pasgos wrote the preface to a pamphlet entitled
"Perror in Cuba” published by the Workers Defense League. (61-7559-2-1518) (4

| | of the Connecticut State‘ﬁolice, Th“ﬁg“
advised that in 1939, Dos Passos was on the National Committee of the Workers
International. Relief. (61~7347~161)

The "New York Times"™ of March 6, 1927, stated that the Workers
International Relief was "designed from the start by the Cormunists as an
instrument of the United Front maneuver.” (61=7347=42)

The 1927-28 and 1928-29 anncuncements of courses list John Dos Passos
as a member of the Advisory Council of the Workers School. The Workers School
wis the Central School of the Commnist Party. (100-155439-61)

Rhlter‘Steele furnished testimony before the Dies Committee in
August 1638, to the effect that Dos Passos was a leader of the Youth Anti-
War Congress. The purpose of thls mevement was to break domm national
patriotism and encourage participation in class war or war for the
defense of Soviet Russia or Soviet China. (617582, Vol, L, p. 596)

o™

Miscellaneous:

A bulletin on the Sacco-Vanzettl case was issued by the Agltprop
Director of District 2 of the Communist Party (probably in 1926). On page 4
it calls for the abolition of the capitalist system. It indicates some of the
successes which were achleved by the Communist movement 1n the Sacco~Vanzetil
campaizn and notes that John Dos Passos who previocusly sympathized with the Communist

movement had become more actively sympathetic and had been brought closer to the
workers'! movement. (100m3m4=15%4)

b7C



MID advised that Dos Passos was a member of the Executive Board
of Governors of the National Post War World Council in 1944. This organization
was formed shortly after December 8, 1941, and appearsd to be financed
and directed by the Socialist Party of the United States. (100-273014-4, 3%}2:12?;)
Agbcfganuyf p Aty L2l Lar el Jasis/ 7 P YTV o
The New Haven Journal Courler on November 26, 1941, announced
that John Dos Passos was vice-chairman of the New Haven Clvil Rights Defense L_j
Committea. (100~375551-18)

The records of the Post 0Office Department contain the application -
r a d title "New Masses" made on April 8, 1926, by B7C
f New Masses, Inc. Dos Passos was listed as i
an omner or holder of 10% or more of stock. (100=3=74~814)

The "festern Worker" of November 30, 1936, announcsd that Dos Passos
was a contrrbutor to the 25th Anniversary edition of "New Masses" on [ |
December 10, 1936. (61~7559=1046%26)

-

f~—

The DHes Committee report reflected that in 1927 {ive young
revolutionary playwrights including John Dos Passos established the New
Playwrights which was financed with an endorsement of $100,000 by Ctto l-l‘/
Kaiwn, a Wall Street banker. {61~7582-138 p. 234)

The files of the Bcuadoran Ministry of Government reflect that
John Dos Passos and ArthuwsdPried reprasenting the New World Resettlement j
Fund, Inc. signed a contract with the Ecuadoran Government on May 6, 1940, ﬁ{Iim'
for the resettlement of Spanish Republican refugees. The colony was
unsuccessful and the property liquidated. (64~27960-3)

According to the "New York Post™ of March 5, 1938, Dos Pagsos
was a member of the Non-Partisan Commlttee for the Defensse of Fred E.fﬂgil.

it Axmgmunist Party member who with others was convicted of conspiracy
fthe result of a vigilante raid cn a union meeting during which

: IWgdice was killed. This occurred during the Gastonia, North
aro 1na textile strike of 1929. Beal Jumped bail and received haven in
Rugsia. Iater he broke with Communism, left Hussia and wrote a series of anti-
Soviet articles for the Hearst newspapers. {61~7559-2448X18)

The January 17, 1937, issue of the "Sunday Mirror" carried the 11
golumn "The Washington Merry Go Kound" by Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen. :
In this column it was stated that during the previous Septembar a group of
prominent American liberals had organized a non-partisan committee to help
the Spanish government. Dos Passos was active in the movement., (61=7566-235)

Don Surine, an employee of 3enator Joseph dcCarthy, advised that
Dos Passos was associated with the "Partisan and Anvil,” a publication formed
by the merger of the "Partisan Review,® a John Reed Club publication controlled
by Communists and the "Anvil." The source of this information should be £
fully protected. {100-44198-23) Lk
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Confidential Informant[::::::]reported on December 22, 1948, that
the International Solidarity Committee to Ald Anti-Fascists was a Bocial
Bemocratic organization. (100-359348-1) — Lk

A letterhead of the stationery of the International Workers Aid
in 1931 listed Dos Passos as a member of the National Committee. This
organization was the American section of the International Red Aid of Hussia.
(61~7347=148) -

ONI advised that Dos Passos was Treasurer of the Jolnt Campaig
for Political Refugees in New York City. (Date not given; 100=-7680-1)

6LH542.,f#Q“ﬂ)n¢n —¢2éﬁﬁﬂ(;r:bdbfra /tébﬂgj LaZel sl P o2 Lo
The May 19, 1930, issue of the "New York Times" listed a group JP%G'

- of persons affiliated with the John Hee=d Clubs who had signed a protest
against alleged anti-Communist propaganda. Included on the 1list was the
name of John Dos Passos. {61-7582-1298, p. 939) _

The files of Walter Steele of the National Rerublic Mazazine
reflected that in 1937 Dos Passos was a contributing editor for "Labor Defender ™
the official organ of the International ILabor Defense. (61-7347—279)

The supplemental report of the Committee on Un-American Activities,
House of Hepresentatives, 79th Tongress reflects that the subject was active
in the League of American Writers. This organization was called the First
Revoluticnary Writers Congress in a capitalist country. {date not given;
61~7582=1340)

Walter Steele in testimony before the Uies Committee in August
of 1938, advised that the League of Professional Groups was founded in 1932.
He stated that this league threw its support to William Z. Foster, candidate |
for President of the United States and James Ford, candidate for Vice
President, both on the Communist ticket. Steele testified that Dos Passos
was a leader of the Leagus. (617582 Vol. 1, p. 379) lts

The files of Walter Steele reflect that Dos Passos was a ‘meumber
of the Marcus Graham Freedom of the Press Commlttee organized by the ACLU -
to prevent the deportation of the editor of the Anarchist publication "Man."
(61-7582-1380, p. 390}

bicC

T

of Metuchen, New Jersey, advised that Dos Passos i &y
was Treasurer ol the Latlonal Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners Il
in 1934. (100—7685-361f ;

Walter Steele furnished a letterhead on the stationery of the
National Committee to Ald Striking Miners Fighting Starvation.™ A4 letter ,
on this stationery dated November, 1931, carried the name of John Dos Passos J
as Chairman of this organization. (100-153571-1)
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The American Writers' Congraees edited by Henry Hart reflected
that at the First Congresas of American Writers held in 1935, Dos Passos
delivered his aspeech entitled "The Writer as a Technician.®” In this speech

*" he spoke of "a country that is organizing to build for socialism, instead of
for the growth of the wealth and power of a few bosses.® (61-9QL-90)

A release dated September 12, 1932, issued by ths Foster and
Ford Gommlittee listed ths subject as a Communist Presidential Candidate
Supporter. : (61-330-234)

According to the Speclal Committee on Un-American Activities, C?d? v

House of Representatives, Dos Passos was affiliated with the Friends of
the Soviet Union. (Date not given; 61-7582-1380, p. 215)

Conflidential Informant édvised that Dos Passos was one of the
? heads of the Friends of the Spanish Republic when it was organized.
(100-7058-27)__

The "Daily Worker" of April 6, 1937, listed Dos Passos as a
v~ member of the Advisory Board of Frontier Filmg;ﬂggtaxf (61-7582-1298, p. 732)
Rt NS - —

Struggle Against War. This committee was formed at the ng}ﬂicongress
Against War held at Amsterdam, August 27 - 29, 1932. (Sourceé not given;
TR 61~7589-62) —

In testifying before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
House of Representatives, on Navember 7, 1938, J. B. Matthews stated that
Dos Passos was a member of the International Committee to Aid Victims of
German Fascism. (61-7582 Vol. 3, p. 2169)

Confidential Informantl dvised that Dos Passos wes a
member of the International Bditorial rd of "Internationale Literatur," a
Y German comintern literary magazine in 1933 and 1934. The informant stated
that at the time Dos Passos was a Communist. (100-3-64,) —

Confidential Informant listed the offlcers and National
Committee members of the International Rescue and Relief Committee, Inc. as
of June 14, 1946. The name of the subject appeared as a member of the
National Committes. A bulletin issued by the IRRC in December, 1947, listed
the subject as a member of the National Committes. (100=352628-11)

[R—

A letterhead om the stationery of the International Solidarity
Committee to Aid Anti-Fascists dated November 29, 1948, listed Dos Passos
as a sponsor of the Cultural Section.- (100-359348-1)

u
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Dos Passos was a member of the International Committee for the JAA”“
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V/hhssachusetts, was on the mailing 1list for "Direction"™ magazine.

Federation.
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Dos Passos was on the American Commlttee of the American
league Against War and Fagclsm. (Source and date not shown;
100-3-3161)

FA 7

An agent of the New York 0ffice advised that "Braina Behind
Barbed Wire"™ was sold at a meeting at the Yorkville Casino, New York City,
on February 28, 1937. This publication is a gollective report by the o 4
Association of Proletarian Revolutionary Writers of Germany. It bears the
endorsement of John Dos Passos and others. (61-7561-84)

The Dies Committee reports reflect that Dos Passos signed a call
for a"national convention of American Revolutionary Writers on April 26 and
27, 1935. (61~7582-1380)

The New York Times of August 21, 1927, announced that Dos Passos
was a member of the Citizens National Committee for Sacco and Vanzettl.
(61-126-816)

A general letter sent out by the Commlttee for Amneaty on March 17,

- '
‘ n
' +

N

1948, listed Dos Passos as a sponsor of thls organization. (100-355177=1)

According to the Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
House of Representatives, Dos Passos was a member of the Committee to Defend [LL”
Uarcus Graham in deportation proceedings. Graham was an alleged Anarchist
who was arrested and ordered deported. (Date not given; 61-7582 Volume I, p. 100)

In his book "The Red Decade” Eugene Lyons stated that Dos Passos
signed a call for the First Congress of American Revolutionary Wrlters held
in New York, April 24 to 27, 1935. (94=4-57705-17)

The February, 1938, issue of the "DBuffalo Teacher®,

organ of the Buffalo Teachers Union Local 377 mentioned bject ag a
sponsor of the Cooperative Book Club, 118 East 28th Stre New York City.
(61-7 12)

A confidential source advised that John Passos of Provincetown,
The editorial
policy of this magazine adhered strictly to the Communist Party program.

(100~342935-2)

Dos Passos wrote "Facing the Chair,"™ the story of the Americanization
of two Foreign Born Workmen published by the Sacco-Vanzettl Defsnse Commlttee
in 1927. This book deals with the ®ramed®trial of Sacco and Vanzetti for murder.
(61-7559-2-2552)

The records of the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, .
House of Representatives, reflect that Dos Passos was a member of the Federation;i .
of Revolutionary Writers and was on the presidium of the Workers Cultural (&

(100-272700-7) ~ e
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Firat he had a sympathy for the Soviet Union. The Civil War
in Spain than enlisted his interest. He later champloned the Kentucky
minera., In Russia he was immensely popular as a "proletarian" writer.
Later his attitude became definitely anti-Communist.  (61=901-90)

On September 14, 1944, the subject filled out a PSQ. He
was employed as a war correspondent for Time, Inc. He furnished the
following information: Hesgldence - 571 Commerical 3treet, Provincetown,
¥assachusetts; ¥embership in organizations - Authors League, 10 years;
American Civil Liberties Union, 15 years; New World Resettlement Foundation,
5 years. (62-60527-10631)

The March 12, 1945, issue of "Time” magazine contained an articls
stating that Dos Passos was a "Life" war correspondent in the Philippines.
(9=3=4=11-507)

Connection with Front COrganizations:

Confidential Informant[:::::::::] advised that Dos Passos served

on the 1933 staff of the International Union of Revolutionary Writers.
(100-7322~37)

In 1942, he was a member of the Naticnal Committee of the (a*
American Civil Liberties Union. (No source given; 61-190-245)

An undated letter on the stationery bearing the letterhead - 4 B
of the American Commitiee for the Protection of roreign Born listed Deos G o~
Pagsos as a sponsor of this organization. {100=7046-33)

i it
A confidential source advised that Dos Passos was a sponsor of the Li

Fourth Annual Conference of the American Commlttee for the Protection of
Foreign Born in 1940. (100=7046-120)

A letterhead of the staticnery of the American Commi%tee for Relief
of Russian Children in 1923 listed Dda Passos as a member of the Natitnal

Committee of thils organization. (61;?58755)
e i

The pamphlet "The World Congress Against War™ lists Pos Passos }ﬁAtéLév“

as a member of the American Committee for the Struggle Against War.
(Mo date given; 61~7589-86)

——

Stationery bearing the letterhead of the American Friends of tyeack
F 2

Spanish Democracy listed Dos Passos as a member of the Executive Committee of
this organization in 1937. In 1939, he was on the "Committee" of this
organization. #(100-7058-64,,

& 61-7559-11880X1)
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" Offioe MBrandum
} Y 'rol . ’ . DATE: Januery 22, 19&:\___

( zﬂ “ ¢ Cleg::J
FRoM 1% : o
b A By
'é;c\« SUBJECT:  JOHN RODERIGO DOS PASSOS " . e
SECURITY MATTER - O a‘[' Lo Belmant____|
Bureau file 100 - new Hor

mele l(aem___%

HE458

s dendy_e¢
PURPOSE:

e

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. /]
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-
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LB

Perbe,
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|

To reflect the results of a file review on the caption:ad individual
to determine whether the Bureau should conduct an investigation of him.

It is noted that in 1949 described Dos Passos as a
fellow traveler and s €L s

pic
DETATLS: .

~ l___.[ a writer, was employed by
B rom 1940 to 1943;[

Trom 1943 10 1945; from 1945 to 1946, and
18 now in| : rj ’

N,
S
~
i During interviews with: he admitted that some of his friends
™~ had told him that he suffered from a Communlst complex., The New York Office
1
A
A

advised that it appears that is suffering from a deep rooted persecution U.

complex and labors under the impression twmta and "fellow travelers" HLic
in are respongible for difficulty in obtalnoing wiD
emp He belleves that the alleged Communists

mantloned by him intend %o
and he stated that he was considering]

The N fflece concluded by stating that there appears to be a question
dependability and mental stability. (100-3-3089)

A review of the Bureau files reflects the following pertinent
information concerning John Dos Passos:

e “cmssmoa;“ 25;0"6 -
G rounds :
Background DE?ASSHMB A

Current Biography 1940 listed the following information concerning :
Dos Passos: He was born in Chicago_on Janua + His father was a f
corporation lawyer. A5 a boy he travelled all ovser the world with his parents,

farm in Tldewater, Virginia. He received his BA Degree cum laude from Harvard

4+ in 1916, After his graduation he went to Spailn to study architecture but was
sidetracked by the war. In 1917 he was a volunteer in the ambulance service

3 & R of the Allies and when America entered the wer he served in the Unlted States

ALY

Ty

Ambulance Service and finally the United States Medical Corps. After the war

\he wandered about Spain, Mexico and the Ngar East as a newspaper corresponden
and magazlne free-lance writer. . ¥
- ED - 85 2
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STANDARD FORM NO. &4
- ~ -

O]ﬁce Memomndum » UNITED S'rzgﬁs GOVERNMENT

—1 TO sors in the Security Division DATE: June 13, 1951
,“':'j'rlou [ m‘. k. H-l BO t ": b?(j
o ’sumgcr; JCH-'{N@HODERIGO OS ASSCS e
9ECURITY MATTER - C e
PURPO3Es o
To furnish to the appropriats supervisors information appearing in ..
the files of| irelative to the above case, ” Lot .
DETAILS s . 4 ) 7D
) L2
Thers is attached herewith the following information which appears
in the files of | | £ it el } o
(3-2 Document 6 page 11 7/
GIlR-5 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

e HEREW IS UNCLASSIFIED ) jvas ) o
DATE 24+ 3b ﬁavéo?f%& %
ACTION:

This information should be reviemed for the purpose of determining
whe ther;

1, Tha information is in the cass file in report form and has baen
disseminated,

2. In the event this information is not in file 1in report form but
is of such a nature that no active investigation is required, the infarmation
should, nevartheless, be furnished to the field to be incorporated immediately
into a report suitable for dissemination.

3. In the svent the information is not in the file in repart form
and is of a nature which necessitates further investigation, the information
should be furnished to the field with explicit instructions as to the investi- (]
gation desired, The field should be instructed to conduct this investigation .
inmediataely and submit results to the Bureau in report form suitable for
dissemination,

For the information of the superviasors, the attachad material was
obtained on a confidential basgis from the MeCarran Committee on June 5, 1951,

N

In referring to the source of this informatiowm in any communieati
\ :{\: the field, the supervisor should advise the fileld that the information was

obtainaed from a canfidential source of known reliability an June 5, 1951, and , ..
reference should be made to the McCarran Commlttee as the source of thiu %
inforuation,

recoroen - 107 A4 T
JAOMIGL 1051 &QUL

¥1-2497 L
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SAC, Boston

Direetor,FBI

&

JOHN RODSRICGO DOS “PASSOS
SRCURITY MAT?T R -~ C

’

‘nclosed are two photostatie copiss of
a summary of information appearings in Bureau fil-s
concerning the captioned individual, You will note
in some Instances that Bureau filss are listed, A

In addition to the enelosad information,
on Junes 5, 1951, a confidsntial source of known
relfability furnished the Bursau with information

ained in the files af
These flles have been reviewed for
information partaining to thas eaptioned individual.,

The filns r'efloetl | :

[
according to the pane scuree, were active 1n¢

The last acddress of the subject known
to the Bursau was 571 Comerciel Strect, Provincetown,
Massachusetts. Thia was in Septewbor, 194, U

Tre Bureau desirss that vou review the
informaticn contain=d in the enclosure and Informstion
in the indicss of your office, Tharsafter, the Bursau
deslres your recommendation as to the advisabllity of
interviewing the subjcet regarding ixla Comrmunist
Party, Communist front and Trotskyite aot1w1t193.14

moroikirk RECORDEZ- | o/
L. 1 [
Bufile 97-2497 g w4035
; ;;m . ‘.LULé o
JRH:mjL / !/ i !
ALL tNFORBATION CONTAIMED

LETREIN 1S UMCLABSIFIED .
CATE _§-RA3BY mm]ﬁ%@%?

-l A

Augnst 8, 1951
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STANDARD FOMHM NG 24

Oﬁice Memowmd%m "« UNITED ST

TO VY

ter, FBI

FROM 3AC, Baston

SUBJECT: jqene *hoBRRIGO BOS PASSOS

SECURITY MATTER - C
(Bufile #97-2497)

Reurlet to Beston 8/8/51.

ATES GOVERNMENT

PATE: jugust 28, 1961

The Pestmaster at Provinoetewn, lassschusetts, furnished the fellewlng

ferwarding address fer the ceptioned subject:

Sneden's Landing, Palisades, New Yerk

A cepy of reference latter together with the twe photestatioc copies of
a sumnary of information appearing in Bureay files concerning the
ceptioned Subject, which wore enclosed with meference lettar, are weing
furnished the New York Gffice for assistance in interviewing Suwject,
There is noething in the indices of the Boston office which would

precluds the interview.

The Hew York 0ffigce will review the infermation contained in the enclosure
and information in the indices of the New York Utfice snd reocommand to
the Bureau the advisadsility of interviewing the Subject regarding his

Communist Party, Communist front end Trotskyite activitias,

100=28820
cct  New York (Encs.) (
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Oﬁice Memomndum‘ * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
;

T0  : Director, FBT (97-2497) 1} .- DATE:  §/22/51 g

g /" ]
g% OM4 : SAC, New York 7 f, , ;
- I }

spSIECT:  JOHN RODERIGT” DOS PASSOS y :

SECURITY MATTER - C

Rebulet to Boston 8/8/51 and Boston letter to the Bursau
{cc New York) 8/28/51,

A review of the information Iin the enclosure to Bulet L*
8/8/51 and a review of the files of this office reflect no informa-
tion to indicate the iInadvisabllity of conducting an interview with
the sub ject.

Bureau authority is, therefore, requested to interview
DOS PASS30S. ,

JKS : KM } !
100-New St | Z? 2%?7'/ 6
.8 5 -
- m—n? '
(Q’L_f' ‘.: ;
b . ?Qr\;‘z ‘(,. '/,'f i



/
34C, New York Qetober 5, 1951
Director, FBI

JOHAN nODERIGO DOS FPa33503
SECURITY MATTER -~ C

17 - /?L//...}ﬂ
Ukl e Reurlet dated September 22, 1951.\1_
LR [

Pursuant to your request authority 1s granted
to interview captioned individual. |

BX. - 170

NOTE ON YELLOW ONLY: A review of the Bureau's files in

January, 1951, revealed information that the subject was
probably once a Communist, subsequently a Trotskyite, and
in recent years has been defl
ame appeared in the files of

T I Whe furnished 1nformation Go

the Boston Office and told Boston to consider interviewing
the subject regarding his Communist Party, Communist front,
and Trotskyite activities. Boston referred the case to
New York where Dos Passos is residing and New York now
requests authority to interview him,.

PCé:mab{ \fJ
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RN " ALL INFORMATION CONTA! |
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Oﬁce M-.,w, mzdum UNITED STA{ES uovfgﬁmENT

a

'3

10 : Director, FBI (97-2497) DATE: /12/5&M ﬁixi,
v." A ‘;}'s Y'}'»ﬁ'
FROM : SAC, New York (100-106986) ’“m';gﬁg
O i
SUBJECT:  JOHN RODEPIGdé%OS PASSOS RN |
S1-C sw;&m; &

l:k

Rebulet to New York, 10/5/51, granting authority *T}éﬁwﬁé
to Interview subjact. R Pt
oy P
Y
CLARGNGCE 7. CAHTI:,, Postmaster, Palisaces, New York, A B
auvisea SA ~Jon 2/L/52 that ths sub;ect laft N T

Sneaen's Lanaing, ralisaasy New York approximately two years ago.
According to Mr. CAIILL tne subject's forwaraing aaaress at that’
time was westmoreland County, Virginla. "o

An exemination of subject's latest novel, "lne Chosen~
Country" reflects tnat tne publisher is HYOUCHTON MIwrLIN OO -
Boston, lassachusetts, i

dI FLIN COPANY, h32 Fourth Avenuas, New ¥Ynri City, U 9-U526,
on 2/11/52 telephonically =zavissa ihat tne aaaress of LS BAQSQS
witlch is listec witn the publisiing conpany is as follows:

T\'

Spence's Polnt
Weatmorelanc Post Office DU
Wedtmorelana Courty oy
Virginia

L _Jlalso auviszd tnat it was not known at the
New York Office of HOUGHTON MIIFLIN CQ PANY whether DOCS PAOS0S

B

‘%ﬁa‘;‘kai }

“@a v
currently liv:s at the above adaress or traveling anu so fortn,m«w iﬁ%

but that any mall for nim 1s sent there. She oxplaineo that 1f anpyi i
ulfficalty was sxperiencea 1in locating DOS PASHOS through tne aﬁﬂ?& 5%&
acaress, further infornation might be avallable at the coipany 3&M 27
main off _ce in Boston, Massachusettse P

“he Richrona 0ffice 1s reguestea to interview the sub):
reraraing his CP, Commuuist front apc Trotskylte activitles, in
accoraance with bulet, 8/8/51. ;

The following enclosures are belng transmitteu-to the :} f?ﬁ b

. . . . . . ko
Rictmond JUffice for assistance in conducting an interview: y wnfﬁf
v "."\;.L lﬁb«'

.k TR

1. tualet, &/8/51 with enClOSurBAOf a summary of Lnforﬂuﬁlﬂ X
appsariry in Bureau files ‘corczrning subject fsugg

¥
2. suumarj of file rexer%mces on subisct, preparsa by NYGuiﬁng

e

“y

RUC gggﬁﬁﬁﬁ ( g9,
b mﬁ oee g.’,* ¢ wergden
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SAG, New York March 13, 1952

i

Director, FBI (27-2497)

(@ ‘¢
JOHN RODERIGO DOS PASSOS
SECURITY MATTER - C

Reurlet dated September 22, 1951, and Bulet
dated October 5, 1951,

For your informatlon, the Bureau ls in recelpt
of a name check request on the subject who has made applli-
cation to the Division of Exchange of Persons, State Depart-
ment, to go to Mexico.

Thls request reflects the present address of
Dos Passos as westmoreland Post Office, Westmoreland

County, Virginia. U}
Y
(4 "
‘1

-,

J

v

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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RH 100-86L9

o e

cooperation at any time 1t was necessary to contact him and

durlng the Interview he
interested in obtalning further info
Communlsts and thelr activitlies that

wife,]|

suggested that 1f the rureau was

fEEIIQn goncerning the b
and his:

]Le contacted for informatlon concerning

Communist actlvities during the Harlan, Kentucky mine strike.

He also suggested thet [

| (PIi) of Washington,

D. C. who edits Human hvents would be a good source of

tnformetion concerning Spenish Civil War activities. It kA
should be noted that he described

anti-communiat.

Further he suggested that possiblyl |
L ] of Johns~Fopkins University would be an
excellent source for information pertalning to developments
{n Rusgsia during the period of 1929.

RUC

&8 belng violently
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RH 1008649

ere, He added that wife of
put up money for thls organlzatlon and asked
him personally to go to rkcuador. He remarked that

|]had money 1n her own right.

DOS PASSQS declared that he has always been interested
in civil rights and is a member of the Amerlcan Civlil Libertles
Unlon and durlng the Soclallst wWorkers Party case celng tried
under the Smlth Act he felt that thls was a small organization
and that these people dld not represent a real danger to the
Unlted States. He also commented that he has made contributiong
to the American Commlttee for the Protection of Forelgn Eorn.
At the time he contrlbuted he was not aware of 1it's belng
controlled by the Communist Party.

DOS PASS0S5 remarked that recently he has veen lefry
of conferences and commlttees, Therefore he has not permitted
his name to be used as sponsor and he staeted that he has not
been sollclted by these groups.

During the interview DOS PASSOS identified[ |

as teilng a memLer of the_g of New Masses. He ;
’a;;;; lhat he was not aware if | Jwas a Communist Party f

member but he was firmly within the grip of the Communist
Party. He remarked that he was unaware of an organlzatlon
or concern In New York City known as John Dos Passos, Ltd.
and added that in 1940 he was residing 1n Proyldencetown,
Massachusetts, Llikewise he added that| | was
unknown to him ana that he does not recall havin. sny connection
wlth the Worksars! Schocl. He remarked, however, that it was
posslitle that they may have used hils name at the school but
he himself had no officlal connection with the school. He
advised that he ald not sttend the Congress of Intellectuals,
Wrlters, and such which was held 1n Mexleco City the latter
part of 1948 and the early part of 1949.

During the 1Interview DOS PASS0OS appeared to be
cooperatlve tut was ha,y soncerning detalls. He offered further
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RHE 100-8649
abillty to speak the Russian language.

He remarked that while in Spain he had little
contact with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and most of the
persons whom he contacted weres those attempting to «et out
of Spain due to the Russian treatment they were receiving.
He did recall meetine GEORGE ELL, the English author who
wrote the book "198L"™. He commented that at that time
OPWELL was sympathetic toward the Communist but he later
turned agairst them. He recalled also seeing| |

.n Spaln and he believed that she was not a Communist
but was rreatly sympathetic to thelr cause.

D0OS PAS3CS declared that he was not acguainted
with any German writers except] | whom he knew
In Spain. He stated that |was a Communist writer and
g _turned agalnst them while in Spaln. Ee remarked that
is now in Mexlco and described him as "an honest fellow"

DOS PASS0S remarked that through| |

and his wife he became interested in seeking & reluge for
ne claimed that he became active 1in the

Johr DewWe ommlttee which had as its purpose seeking refupe
for[:::::f:fin lexico. He was active alcocng with]| |
the Mexlcan painter who has been in and out or the Communist
Party. He remarked at this time[:::::] was out of the
Communist Party but he _has since returned. DOS PASSCS stated
that he had never met[::::::::] However, he has read his works
but was never interested in his philloso Ef: EE? only interest
in th ee was to seek refuge fori s he felt
thatlf:ffffifjwas petting a raw deal." He declared that
his last contact with the Spanish Civil War refuzees was
in 1940 in New Ycrk Cilty, at which time he was affiliated
with the New ''orld Resettlement Fund, Incorporated, which was
definitely an antli-communist organization seeklne a refuge

for non-communist Spanish refugees. In thls connection,
D03 PASS03 1nformed that he went to Ecuedor tec help set uon a
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RH 100~8649

maklng a movie and that prior to going to Speain they went

to the Avraham Lincoln Brigade 0ffice in New York City to
obtalin information about golng to Spain ana while there in
the office he recognized several Communist faces. However,
he wes uneble t0 recall eny names. He adaed that concerning
the movie and | Jwere interested they
contactedl hho had great aclility es a movie

director.

DOS PASS0S related that he was not aware of [::::]

Communist activities untll they stertea making the movise,
at which time[___ Jettempted to introduce Communist
propeganda into the movie and it was over this point
that he Lroke with[ 1 D05 PASSOS declared that he
himself was interested in depleting the history of Spaln
and the contribution of the Spanish people 1n the movie.
This movie was known as "Spain in Flames" and he commented
that when this movie was shown in the United States his
neme was not connected with the movie, Inasmuch as the ~
Communists were down on him at this time, D0OS FASSOS remarked
that at the time of his golng to Spaln he was unaware of the
complete job of the iInfiltration which the Communlist had
completed and he remarked that he exposed this Communist :
i 1tration among the international brigades in his bogk

ravel Between Wars"™ whieh he declered was a collection of !
magazine articles written by him on his sexperiences in Spain.
Heo said that he was 1n Spain only six weeks and that much
of the time he was there he was attempting to discover whet
had heppsned to | | who wes a teacher at Johns- i
Hopkins University who had returned to Spein in an attempt
to help the Kepublic Goveraoment. DOS PASSOS remarked that he
ascertained thet[___ | had been shot by & Communist outfit
as the Communlist haed apparently belleved him to be unreliatle. .

T BRAITMRY priid e WA AREND eI TR, e A

W oo -

-

b7C

et

He remarked that[:::::]had taken part in the
negotiaetlons between the Spanish ana the Russlans due to hils
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RH 100-86l9

He pointed out, however, that there were coceaslons when

his name was used without his euthorization and he polinted
out that his name was used wlthout hls consent in sponsoring
the Americen Committee Against War and Pascism. He pointed

out too that a lot of these groups were mere paper organlzatlons.

He advised that the lrst endorsement he recalled glving

the Communist Party was in 1932 when he encdorsed rROWDER and
FORD as presidential candidates in the Communist Party.

He commented at this point that his attraction to the
Communist Party at thils time was to its "nuisance value".

DOS PASS0S recalled that in 1935 he was 1n
Hollywood, California for a period of six weeks whlle workling
with a Spanish movie. It was &t this time he was awere that
the Communists were working Jn the Screen Writers Cuild and
declared that was8 very active in this
guild and he described LAWSON as g Communlst. He added that
he saw[— ] 1n Hollywood and he bellevES That this 1s the
last time he haca ever seen him. He commented that

a novelist, was 1in Hollywocod at this time and was also active
in the Screen Writers Culld. DO0S PASS0OS remarked thet during
the time he was 1ln Hollywood he was 111 and i1t was necessary
for him to work from hls bed,

During the Spanish Civil War DOS PASSOS claimed
that he was lnstrumental in helplng orgenize a committee to
see that arms were sent to the Spanish Republic Government.
This commlttee was known as the American Frlends of Spanlsh
Democracy. He declared that he attempted to 1282 the
Communists off this committee. He ldentified
(PH) who now edits "Human Events™ 1in Washington, D. C. as
assgisting him in this committee and stated that as & result
of his work in thizs committee] fecame violently
Anti-~Communist. DOS PASSOS clalmed that his theory at the

time of the Spanish Civlil War wes that 1f United States
should help the Spanlsh Republle it was the only way of

keoping the Communist out of . S n He declared that 1in 1937
he went to Spalin with for the purpose of

.
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RH 100-8649

up in his heme. He polinted out that[;:::::]lﬁﬁﬁﬂ denpunced
DOS PASSCS. DOCS PASSCS commented that ife was

an important person iIn the C5PU and commented thut this was
the only person of this type whom he has ever mst. He
commented that Russia at thils time was not sc politically
organized and he did not come in co.tact with "political
people”". He added that he was regarded as & leftist writer
and was allowed to travel easily in RKussia. He further
commented that this was a period of "openness" and a period

of "Re kind to Americans™. Therefore there were no restrictiong

placed on their travel. He deglared that he did .ot mget
any member oi the american Copfminist Party in Russia =a..d that
he himself was there primapily to study the theater., He did

recall meet!nc| - ] who was workinz in Russia
for an American publication. He described_____Jas "a
stupid woman" He further recalled meeting| ]

of Jobns~-Hopkins Universlity who was there

stvdying with

He vecalled making & trip with[_____]in Russia.
It was his bellef that was "unvolitical®, He
also recalled meeting in Fussia where[ ]

was connected w!th Tnited Press, He declared that it was
about this time thatg::::j‘was petting "fed up with the
Russlans”"., DO0S PASSOS5 gtated that he rot thls imoression
from who talked quite frankly with him. DOS PASSCS
concerning himself stated that he was being very open minded
during his visit as he was interested in "seeing what the
Soviet “nion had"™. He stated that he has made no trips

te Russia since his visit in 1929.

Concernine various front crganizaticns organized
during this period such as the Lmerican Committee for Relief
of Russian Childrens DUS PASSOS clalmed that he couwld not
recall epecifically this crganization but he d4id lend his
name to be used in the svonsorchip of such organizatlons
because he was inlerested in cementing relations with the
Soviet "nion and seeing that the Scviet ™nion was recognized.
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in thelr own cause and was not Interested in helping other
miners, Thls book came out in about 1933. By 1932 DOS
PA3S0OS recalled that he was wrlting more articles for the
New Republlc and had about ceased writing for New Masses.
He recalled that he had covered the 1932 conventions for
New Republic. He commented that it was around thls period
that he became leary of the true character of the Communist
Party and he recalled meetingl_ Jin New
York Clty in Greenwich Village. He could not recall the
details of thils meetling other than the fact that he had

Just met | I |

D0OS PASSCS iInformed that while in New York he was
instrumental in organizing the "New Playwrights Theater",
and he stated that he was a director of thls organizatlion
and named the following as alse directors: MIKEAGOLD,
whom he bellevedhis true name to be IRVINGXARANNICH and a
writer for the '"Daily Worker"; M. JO3SKPH RASSHE, who is
now deceasged; and |

He claimed that thls organization was active from
1926 to 1929 and they were interested in producine nlays.
He added that he did not belleve that the Communist Party
attempted to take over thls organlizatlon. However the
Communist Party was interested in the group known as "Group
Theater", He recalled that in the spring of 1929 he went
to Russla to study the Russian Theater. He added that this
trip was financed by , 1 He remarked that he had
been to Russla several years before in the fall of 1921
at about the time the Sovlets took over. HHe ¢lalmed that
he was traveling at this time as a tourlst and was attracted
to the country and made trips through the Caucasus and he

did not enter Russia proper. During the 1929 visit to Russia

which lasted untll October or hovember of 1929 he recalled
meeting FLDYEEV (ALEXANDSW*EDEEV), the Russian novellst

whem DOS PA3SSOS claimed was very friendly to him and put him
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Concerning the Harlan, Kentucky mine strike,
DOS PASS0S Informed that he and|] | were
indicted in Kentucky on state charges Lut the matter was
later guashed. He pointed out thet the indictment was
brought agalnst them efter they hed left Kentucky.

- oma

DOS PASS0S made reference to the book "Harlan

Miners Sveak" which he claimed was an excellent documentstion

on the events 1n the Harlan, Kentucky strike. In making
reference to thils book, he named the following as velng i
active in the Harlen mine atrike; | ~ :
t:::::] whom he declarec was not a member of the Communls

Party, whom he cannot recall, | ] LA
whom he Lelieved to be a Communlsti Party member
— n whow he L &d _wis a Communist Partg b7C

member whom he aescribe

as,very klose friends of his. TWe commented that he aoes
nogi-]ﬁ-%‘sw 1f the|l = Fere ever members of the Communist

Party but 1f so the _lelt 1t shortly after jolning. He i
recalled that thel______lhad a s gle with the Communist ’
Party. Fe ldentifled hs velne: connected

with Yele University and that his wife, | Jwrites for
Fortune regazine and that both reside st New Haven.

H

] whom D0S PASSOS claimed that he
could not recall}] ] & newspaper man whom
DOS PASSOS claimed was not g member of the Communilst Party;
whom DO0OS FASS0S could not recell, anc
I ! who [0S PASSOS clelmed was not a member of the
ommunist Party; DOS PASS0S stated that the above comprised

the Harlan Miners Committes.

U

DOS PASSOS commented that his Looki'adventures
of a Young Men™ deplcted the accurate plcture as he oliserved
it durlng the Harlan, Kentucky mine strike, He clalmed that

this Look reflects that the Communist Party was only interested
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| Ee declared that 1n 1927 or 1923

when New Masses was re-organized they had no 1dea of
affiliating with any polltical party end the theory tehlnd

the magazlne was to make it "a native American thing".
jtor in Chief of the New Masses

the %%
or the publlcatlion but since he was
most of the time he was not in close contact with the

He advisaed that
this time was on
several articles

Ile added that when |

gt

(PH) and he declared that he wrote
traveling

office.

Jolned the New

Masses the Communist Party took over this pubtlicetion and
He Lelieved this to be about the time of

resigned.
the Sacco Vanzettl cass.

He advised that

was &an

admitted Communist and durlng the time he was connected

that

with the New Masses it was Communist controlled.
has always been

his Communist memiLership cut

the Communist FParty.
to the New Masses up until 1931 or 1932.

He stated

i1t was at this time that he began to be a little "stand
offish™ ebout the Communlist but since he found them useful
88 a pressure group he contlnued his associsgtion with them.

He went on to state that durin; the perlod of the

Harlan

Kentucky mine strike he worked dirsctly with the
HEe stated that he accompanied

unf¥st Party. [:::;:::]
to Kentucky to gather material concerning this
str

¢ and at thls time he got the impression that the
National Miners Unlon was controlled by the Communist Party.
DOS PASSOS stated that after his return to New York City

from Kentucky he had a conversation with |

| who

was genersl secretary of the Communist Party and it was at

this t

H&IR_of the Kentucky miners."

e -he d4iscovered that the Communist Party was_ "trying

. L1m LEL
to make n QQnkexnDaffbffhim:andffhﬁy‘Egggmpgﬁ_&lﬂcﬁneminatheir
He explained that 1t was at

ime -he found that the Communist Partv was only intereated

In fosterin, its propaganda and motives ana was not sincere
In thelr elding of the under privileged as they had led him

to bellevs.

r

B S

L forward and has admitted LA
later broke away from

DOS PASSOS declaersd that he contrituted
Ee clalmed thet
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RECTOR, FBI (97-2497) DATE: June 10, 1952

SAC RICHMOND (100-861119) AL! !NFORPQ ‘['{ T :‘:\riTJ\iNED

JOHN HODLHIGO(DOS "PASSOS ‘ri.,f"cm: G b
%2503’7
Re New York letter to Director 3-12-;2.

On June 3, 1952 Special Agents| |
and| interviewed the captioned subject at
his home located at Spence's Polnt, Westmoreland Post 0ffice, -
westmorelend County, Virginla. It wes ascertained that the
sub ject resides at this address the year round where he
operates a 2,000 acrec farm 1n additlon to preparlng his
writings. At the outset of the interview DOS PASS0S informed
that he was never @ member of the Communist Party, although
he related that he had close assoclation with the Communlst
Party at various times. He polnted ocut that 1lnasmuch as he
was never & memLer of the Communlst Party he was not in a
position to definitely state that a person was a Communist
Party member and when he referred to a person as a Communlst
1t was based entirely upon hls personal vellef due to his
dealings with the Communist Party.

He declared that the first time he came in contact LJ
with the Communist Party was during 192 and 1925, at which
time he was vitally Interested in the defense of Sacco and
Vanzettl. He polnted out that as & writer he was interested
in seelng that the true facts concerning the Sacco Vanzettl
case appeared 1n the newspaper and since the "Dally Worker"
was the only putllcation who appeared desirous of printing
the true*Tacts in this case he Lecame closely associlated
with the "Daily Worker™ and the Communlsts at that time. He
polinted out that he was not aware of the true motive of the
Communist ?arty at this tIme. TIn thils connection he declared
that he wpgpte several articles for the "Daily worker". He
wes unable to identify any of the "Daily Worker" staff with
whom hgﬁwas in contsct, although he did recall the name of

whom he Lelieved was connected 1n some
capacity with the "Daily Worker™. He added that in connection
with the defense of the Sacco Vanzetti case he met

of washington, D. C. whopm d W t a .
memCef of the Communlst Party, and| |

DOS PASSOS further related that he was Interested y  ,*
in the reorganizing of the "0ld Masses" which went out of %"~
exlstence durlng World Wwar I a had been sponsored Ly

ce: New York {100- 106986@ 'gﬁ . . - q z . &
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are what the masters of the Kremlin eannot afford to.let
up have, QGiven peace and freedom, the world will rid
itself of the false and cbsolete dogmas. This is the
time to tear the masks of peace off Communiat propaganda
and Communists.”

The foregoing information is furnished to you as
a result of your request for an FBI file check only and is
not to be conastrued as a clearance or a nonclearance, of the
individual involved. This information is for your uvae only
and should not be disseminsted cutside of your agency.
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CORPEDENRT AL
o ” j;;-gggﬂr:a.r on statlonery b;nriné f.h- letter- .-
head Bf , rican Compittes for the Protectiom of Foreign
Born, ifsved Des Paidses as a spemsor of t 3" organisation.
A confidentlial infor advised that Dos Fassoe was & spon-
sor of the Fourth Conference of the Americen Committee

for thw Protection of Poreign Born in 1940, The American

Comm{ttse for the Proteetion of Poreign Born has besn designated

by the Attorney UJensral of the United States pursguant to
Executive Order 10450.

The letterhead on the statlionery of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee listed Dos Fassos as vice chairman and a
nember of the Kational Committee in 1941 and 1943, The Civil
Rights Defense Committee wae formed August 1, 1941, for the
purpose of raising funds and defending eighteen membars of

the 8ociallst Yorkers Party who were being tried in Minneapolis

for conapiring to overthrow the United Statee UJovernment.

A confidentlal informant of known reliability advised that
the Civil Rights Defense Committee was a front organization
for the Socialiat Workers Party. The Socialiet Workers Party
has been designated by the United States Attorney General
pursuant to Executive Order 104%0.

The "Daily Worker"™ of September 2, 1946, severely
criticized the book "Touwr of Duty™ by Dos Fassos., It was
described as a stenogrsphic report of what Dos Passos had
heard in the Pagiftic and in Europe ar a war correspondeant
for "Life" magazine. The "Daily Worker” article critised
the book for its abBti-Soviet Union "fabrications.™

The "New York Times™ of May 13, 19.7, ectated that
John Dos FPassos attacked the American Authors iuthority Y
an effort by Communist: to control American thought.

The January 9, 1949, issue of the "Worker" was
extremely critical of Dos Passos's novel "The Grand Desizn."
It stated that"Tos Papgesos is marching in the regiments
of reaction and as Henry Luce's literary lap dog" faithfully

doing the bix money's bidding.®

An srticle entitled "The Masks of Peace™ by John
Dos Fassos apreared on the cover of the April, 1949, issue of
"Plain Talk"™ and atated in part "that peace and freedom

[
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7~ . . Mo investifation has been conducted by this
fureau ‘concerning the above-named individual. A review

of the filss, however, reflects that the May 19, 1930,
Assyue of the "New York Times" listed s group of persons
affiliated with John Reed Clubs, who a protest
against alleged anti-Coammunist propaganda. . Imcluded on

the list was the name of John Dos Passos. John Resd Clubds
of the United States were cited by She Special Committes

on Un-American Activities as "mamed afder she founder of the

American Comsunist hﬂz.* The | srn Worker" ampnounced
in its Noveaber 30, 1936, issue -iig "Dos Paasos ld be a
contributor to. the 25th-Amniveryary S#ition of "New Masses"
on Depember 10, 1936, The * ‘Worker"” hagq been cited

as"a Communist mewipaper,” by tlke- Special Committee ‘on Un- Y
American detivAt{en. = Niw Masass® has beeu ofted by the Special LA -
Committee on Un-imerivan Activities me a "Nationally Cireulated Pt
Weekly Journal of the Cemrunist Party, whose ownership was vested
* in the Amerdcan Jund for Publie Service."

tionery bearing the letterhead of the American
Friends of sh Damotracy listed Dos Passos as & member
of ¢t ive Committee of this orgenisation in 1937 and
1939, QWQm Priends of Spanish Democragy has béen
cited by ths Spesial Committae on Un-American Activities
which stated "{n 1037 and 1938, the Communist Party threw
itself wholp-heartedly into the campaign for the support of
, the 8 #b: Loyalist cause, recruiting men and organizing. =
sultifard so~-called relies organizations such as Amerigan
Friends of 8Spasnish Democracy.” . -

Lo The ."Daily Worker" an east doasst Comsumliet nswspaper,
nso—4n fte 1ssuy of April €3 1937 sted Dos Passos as a member
den——0f the Advisory Board of Frohtier Films. [Frontier Milms has

i —Been cited §s & Communist front by the Special Comaittee on

ks —Yn-American \\\ﬁtivitiu .
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T a7 9
Hﬁﬁr'fﬁf*rviewcd by Burea: Ayenta om June 3§, 19.2, He uas
cooperative in Surni{shing consicderable {nformation as Lo his
previous Communist ajfiliations. Ke denied ever being a
membder oy the Communisi rFarty. He stated his sirsi contact
with the Communigt FParty was {n agproximately 1924 when he
heqame intergsied in Lhe uefense of .acco amd Vanzetti.
Subsequently, he contributed articles frequently to the
"natly Worker” und "New Masses” until 1933, [puring the
Harlan, Kentucky, mine atrikes he worked closely with the
Communist Farty. Pollorviny this latter experienoce he met
rarl Browder in New York and he therea;jter deoided that
the Communist Party was "makimg a focl of him.” KHe also
stated that he had made trips to Russia in 1982 and 1929 in
connection with ls literary activities. UIn 1937, during the
Spantah Civiil Par, Dos Pasasos and Krnedt Heminguay were in
Spaein for the purposc of making motion plotures oy the
aotivitica. Los Passos subse.uently hed 3 book publisned
entitled "Travel PRetwesn Wars” eaposing the ianfiltration
methods of Communism. JDuriny the inierview he nomed veveral
indivicuale with whom he was in gontact durinyg the periva he
wcs sympathetic to Communiam., (97-2497)

T

B7D



Communion, He has been the subjact of attacke dy the "Daily
Norker” end otAer Communidt publications. JDJuring Septembder,
1948, one ¥illiam B. Smith, vhen interviewsd during another
inveatigation, stated thai Jos Passos had denounced Gommunist
leaderahip sines 1937 and thet® siace that date he had been |
one of the more promiment Iibderal writers who uvere violently

anti-Communists.

A® an indication of Dog Passoa' attitude toward
communism therg followe 'Rjformation which was contained con
the eover of the Aprii, 1449, tsswe oy "Plain Talk”"™ magyaaine. |
The article 18 captioned "The Masks o/ “cace" by John Dos Fasdoas.

the courage and tolerance o/ the American peaple in allowing
their deadly enemios to 8¢t u. t118 new scunciny boaru JSor
propa_anda in their micst, pride $8 laryely overlaic by our |
ahame in the fact that 8o man> of our jellow-citizens hcue i
allowec tremselveas through ignerance or delusion or mere :
corruption to become the aupes and tools o) the masiers of !
the Kremlin who, hoving desdtroyea the liberties of the :
peoples of Hussia und halS Eurepe, will not reat until they
have rutnev the laat remaining astrongholds of freedom in the ;
icat. u
"Now is the time fer us te speck out. ¥e ao not
pretend that our civilimation 18 perject or anywhere near it,
but we do hbelilsve snd we must shout thaet bLelief intq the ears
of cowards and traitoere, that givern peace and freesdom to
erperiment we can improve our social ayatem and molu it inio
the beginnings of a decent civilisation. That ,edc0e and
that freedom are what the masters of Lhe Aremlin canneot
afford to let us have. @Given peace ana freedom, the world
will rid itself of the faise and obsolete doymas. Th:i:s 1ia
the time to tear the musks of peace off Communist LroLayd 2a
and Communists.

"Though it 88 herd not to teke o ocertain price in |

"¥e musat ture this opportunity to expose that
tyranny which deludes people and acupes them inito believing
that the future of mankind bdbelony- to the police state. ¥hen
that exrposure has taken place thyir despotisa will perish from
1t8 own poteon. Only in liberty com @ decent dociet. he built,
gng It 18 the free men o/ the world and rot th. &laues who will
butld i1t."
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JOREN BODERIZO Dﬂﬂ PAS308

Ne investigadion has been oconducted concerniay the
ospeioned individeael. HNowever, our [files rejflect numerous
refearences to him.

~

CATA ¢ . i 4 i
7 ——— i e 7/ j {
fpes” Passocs ia jtaicd tn "¥ho's ¥ho In 4merica, ™
195%-7953. He was born at Chicage, Illincis, Jenuary 14, 1896.
His father was o ocorporation laowyer. He jraduaied Srom ﬁuruard
niversidy in 1918, receiviay an A.B., deyree. He 15 married

to El1fxabeth Hamlin Hbldrtdgc and they reeide on a farm in

Featmorelend County, gtnia. He is the author of several
booke and plays and has een employed by "Tine” and "Life" L&
magazines. ALL INFORMATION CONTAL INED

FIED
HEREW 1S UNCLASS!
COMMUNIST AFFILIATION AND SYMPATIIES: OATE,S. 2-03BY 20242 .

Bureau JSiles refle~t that les Passos wos affiliated !
with twelve cited Lemmuniot frond organizxetions up uatil 1959,
He was alao tdentified with several edditional groups which
were reliably reported to bLe Communist-dominatec amn. controlled-
ond wAich were primarily connecied with ths writiag profesaion.
The files indicatc ;zg% Doas Passps first had a eympathy Sor
the Soviet Union/ " Kb Wbt showed &n tnterest in the Civil Nar
wn Spain. Loter he was prominent in championing the Kentucky
miners in the atrikes at Harlan, ZXemntucky. In 133€ he was
relitably reporied to be close ito Communiet Fariy headQuarters
in New York City. In 1937, Dos Paseod® was reported io be
symathetio to the Trotakpites. In 1941 and 1943, he was Fice
Chalraan and a member of the Notional Commitiee of the Civil
Rightes Lejfense Comaitiee whioh wae formed Sfor the purpcase of
ratsing sunda to desjend twenty-eight membders of ithe Soctalist
[ Sheon Norkers Porty who were 7tried at Nimnsopelis, linnescta, sor
Nchols——— CORBPEring to overtArow the U. bd. Govurnment, [ater los 05308
G — f{poiected anti-Comaunisat cttitude. JIm recent ;¢ars he hae
dawe —— wririen numerous articles which were ecirgmely critical of
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—

Subject listed as a contributing editor to nStudent’ Review! (s.1.5.8.
Hearings re Interlocking Subversion in Government Departments, Page 288).

"Student Review! is listed on Page 152 of HUAAC "Guide to Subversive Organizations
and Publications'.

Subject may be identical with like named individual listed as a member of the
League of Professional Groups (Dies Committee Hearings re-investigation of
Un-A merican propaganda activities in the United States, Page 379).

Subject may be identical with lilke named individual listed as an affiliate
of Friends of the Soviet Union (Dies Committee Hearings re investigation of
Un-American propaganda activities in the United States, Page 519).
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I?o"rl:‘ 3.-39 an*ATES PARTMENT OF JUSTICE i i
(. 1] TION Al“r NATURALIZATION SERVICE -
File 5€324/454 INV:CHR

19th & Fast Capitol Sts, N.E.
Washington 25, D. C.

(Addrese of requesting offies)

. DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Security Division

Please furnish a report as to the nature of any derogatory information contained in any file—other
than fingerprint records—which your Bureau may have concerning the following person:

Name DOS PASSOS JOHN
g T (Burname) T T Gwven pamey T {M:ddle ond other memesy
Aliases . . . .
Alien Registration No. .. . . . ..
FBINo. . . .. e - or Visa Application No ... .. .. .
Date of birth - Birthplace oo
{Month) (Day} {Year) {Town} (Country)
Marital status .. __ weee - Nameofspouse .. . .
;
| Race.... ... Color_ . . Sex_ .. ... . Occupation... . . .. ...
! Complexion ____ Eyes . . . Hair... ... Height .. Weight . _
Vistblemarks ... e e e e e e

Places of residence last & years (include street and number) :

Places of employment last b years:

~1 l-—’?")?

[ Under deportation proceedings. Qo /MS LE T
. j[] An applicant for naturalization. -/
The subject is [0 Anapplicant for a certificate of lawful entry. / 7 ?-

Pogaibly amenable to Servica action.

If the subject has a common name, the names of all relatives given in the subject’s apphecation filed
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service will be shown on the back of this form, with the rela-
tionship indicated.

Please mail the attached copy of this request with your rep

i cak, reqil m
CHRerb N
(In duplicate) (Title)

(For use by Federal Bureau of Investwi;;ma;r) .
AR AAPRe TALS AP (P 7 o g/ LY /;,(i '
TR B AED pﬁﬂ% A R netan. 25 D fas i

L/
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Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERI\;MEI\.IT

TO

FROM

) INV:CHR
J. BEdgar Hoover, Direostor é;EEMJASL
Foderal Pureau of Investigation APR 3 1954 b
i C

Assistant Commiseioner,
Investigations Division, Immigration and Naturalizatiom Service

sugject  JOHN bos PASS0S

.~
ATTENTION: | |£ /I 7 b7
veatigatlive Piv é

This Service 1s now reviewing the July 30, 1953, Report of the Sub-
commitiee to Investigate the Administration of the Internal Security
Act and other Internal Security laws to the Committee on the Judiciary,
United States Senate, regarding Interlocking Subversicn in Government
nta. The review is being made relative to individuals
identified in the rﬁport as poszible subversives with a view toward

denaturalization and/or deportation.

As you know, the Attorrey Generdl has expressed a personal interest
in this matter and the Depurtment has requestes that expsditious
action be given to ascertaining whelher these subjects are amensble
to Service proceedinge. Accordingly, thera is attached herelo for
appropriate action Form G-59 covering the above-named subjeot who hag
been identifleé as a possible subversive in the above-referred to

report,

Central Office indices do not reflect any information concerning the
subject. It would be of material help in determining Service juris.
diction if the Dureaun would furnish any avallable information regarding
the subject's date and place of hirth and eitlzenship status.

L/
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ST April 22, 1954

4 JORN DOS PASSOS

SRR 7 L M )
RECORDED.247 7 - = f

Q] Feferenos 13 made to pic
Commissloner, which equest for & name

cheek on the captioned individuml and a request for
information as to his cltizenship status, your file

56324/45l, INY:CHR.

A review of the rescords of this Bureau failed
to disocloss that any investigation hasz been oonducted
by the FBI conderning the oaptioned individusl, Our
files, however, reflect information from a public source
indicating he was born on Janusry 1l, 1896, in Chicego, U
Illinola. (97-2497) .

st

The foregolng information 1s furnished to you as
8 result of your request for a FBI fils ghsock only and 1is
not §© be construed as & clsarunce or nonelaarance of the
individual involved. This informetion is for your use
and should not be dissominated outaide of your agenoy.

Orlg to INS, Centrel 0ffice, Wash., DC
Req rec: L/12/54

niC
bg
/{}” MAILED
A" ;
A APR 22 1954
$~ . v e o NAME CMEGK
H
X
Tolson
Ladd
Nichels
s
Haron, ALL INFORMATION co;rgnmsa
Rasen HEREIN 18 UNCLASS b
'éf:;:'y —_:o 5 M DATE5° :E ] 3««- RY - 'a! E gg "% J E \
:::I:re;—wd_ AY 4 1954 w s
Tele Room— -

Holloman
Miss Gandy —
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By JOSEFH CLOUD

The Treasury Depart-
ment today 1s investigat-
g the present “political
ideology” of John Dos
Passos, influential Amer-
ican novelist, playwright,
poet and essayist.

M1 Dos Passos would
hke to know why.

If any agency of the Fed-
eral Government wants to
know his pelihical opimons,
he said, why doesn’'t it read
his recent books

“I'll admit I've been a sort
of maverick,” he told The
Washington Dailly News m a
phone conversation from his
farm 1n Westmoreland Coun-
iy, Va, “and my opinions have
changed fairly frequently

ut why should the Treasury

partment care®”

WHAT HE 1S

He said he would chatac-
terize himself, as of now, as
a “Jeffersonian Demoerat—
with emphasis on the Jeffer-
sonian "

But, he a<ked, *“What busi
ness is thal of the Treasury
Department *”

(In the 1920's and 30’s, when
he made a substantial mark
i the history of American
lhterature with such novels

as “Three Soldiers,” “Man
hattan Transfer,” “The 42d
Parallel,” and “The Big

Money,” Mr Dos Passos was
generally recognzed as an
ardent and embittered pacifist
and a “hberal” with a pro-
nounced list to the left

(In more recent years, his

'
v

1

“fiequently interview people
for 1easons which have no
, connection with employment
yor eriminal activities, altho
not necessarily to learn their
political opmions ™

THE SEARCH
Heie's how il came up

Last Tuesday moining, a
young man who dentified
himself as a Treasury agent
asked 1o look at newspaper
Iiles on Mr Dos Passos He
said his 1nvestigation was
“very hushhush,” but 1t was
not connected with 1ncome
ax matters

He said, specifically, he
wanted to know 1f Mr Dos
Passos had “recently changed
his political ideology”

“Ie Mr Dos Passos apply-
ing for Government employ
ment®” the T Man was

attitudes have meilowed with | acked
age and he has been accused
by some “lLiberals” of havmg [ “No, he 15 not,” said he

swung too far to the “right’")
IT'S DONE

Two Treasury officials,
Frances J Gafford, Assistant
to the Secretary and person
nel security officer, and Fred

J Douglas, n charge of

Treasury

had no
1rregu]anty
/»_ gy

Treasury agents, he said,

“Is he suspected of a e11me,
or of having knowledge of a
crime?”

“No, indeed ”

“Then why are you investi-
gating him?”

law enforcement, «
BT al~T§m""ea‘:ﬂ:f o s g
tho Mr h an
invest nec or what purpose®”

“Oh, we think he may be
helpful to us 1In a ceitain

os Passos V

'
I
|

matter, but we never reveal
the purpose of our investiga-
tions ”’

THE AUTHORITY

“What right has the Gov-
ernment to nvestigate what
anyone thinks 1f it 1sn’t in
connectton with employment
or a crime of some kind””
the T Man was asked

“We investigate a great
many opinions,” he said

“By what authority?®”

d (IKE TO KNOW WHY : )~
Probing Political -

(

v
1
5

3

7

Parsons
Belmont

? i

‘(1 el ol

Malone
McGuire
Rosen
Tamm
Trotter

w.

Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

| —
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r
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“By the authority vested in JALL INFORMATION CONTAINED E
|

this,” said the agent, display-
ing his Treasury credentials
“Almost every agency 1n town
has nvestigators You cer-
tainly know that The Gov-
erhment has a rnight to any
mformation 1t wants about

“Where did you get that
idea””

“That's how we operafe,
the Treasury agent said

DOESN'T KNOW

“We'd ke to look into
this,”  Assistant  Treasury
Secretary Gafford said later
‘Many tunes the agents don’t:
know the specific purpose of
the investigation they are
making They aie simply told
to investigate a certain per
son and are not always told
why It may be i connec-
tion with employment, or the
promotion of an employe, or
the transfer of an employe
to a sensitive position

1

.

“Of course,” he went on,
“there may be many reasons
for 1nvestigations——for one
thing, people sometimes give
1eferences and 1t may at
times be necessary to mnvesti-
gate the background of the
references ”

M1 Dos Passos said L

“T have no idea why The
FBI might be interested in
some of the many commu-
nists I've known — but the
Treasury-—I just can't figure
1t out It does sound as if
the Federal Government now
has ‘Thought Police’ What
11ght does the Government
have to investigate the pohti-
cal opinfons of any prwate
citizen?

“And 1f they want to know

mine,” he said, “wh%ﬂl
don’t they ask me"” l

HERE
{ATE

.

The

The
The

New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American

12 DNCLASSIFIED
_j-oj B v &2
g

M

PRSP

.

Washington Post and
Times Herald

!
Washington Daily News _a’_-ﬂ?.z/

Evening Star ____ £
g

-

New York Mirrer .. .
3

New York Daily News —_—
New York Post

The
The
The
The

Date

fa

{_L7-° ¢

NOT RFCORDED
46 APR 8 1960

New York Times
Worker

New [ eader

Wall Street Journal

MAR 3 ,1 1960
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article stating that a Treasury

checkirg information on John Do Pas;aa, @ well-known author, 2
agfion whether Dos Pussos was

thaere, the Treasury Age
Basedon the inquiry mode by the Agent, a reporter

gtill a communist,
Jrom the "News” made inquiry of Treasury Depariment as to the nature

o/ the inqguiry re Dos Pas&os.

il

T =t SR AN L R A
] o -k o= b
SUB[PCTA W
[e}]

A recent issue of the“"a:h ﬁtgton Daily Neu"‘ carried g’h

aégent had come to the "News" Library.
Fhile

o
O

| L Trecsury Depariment, aduised| |

bl

(o7
biC

" BAWreal (6) 6}' AL!-’NFO‘“:"AT"T‘# AP T pun——

l | furnished this on a very confidential basis
and specifically requested that it not be disseminated outside the

Bureau. LL i
S

AcTIom; -

For ¥hformation, -
, ‘A] s JT?’?ﬂ-o? %7ﬁ

ORMGINAL COPY FILED 1y é"?f-'/w 33 — //a
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being & membear of the Communist Party. He stated his first contact

with the Communist Party was in approximately 1924 when he became
faterested in the defense of Sacco and Vanseftl. Bubsequently, he
coatributed articles frequantly to the “Dally Worker' and "New Masses”
watil 1933, During the Harlan, Keniucky, mine strikes he worked

elosely with the Communist Party. Following this laiter experience,

he met Earl Browder in New York and he thereafter decided that the -
Communist Party was "making a fool of him. " He also stated that he

bhad made trips to Russia in 1922 and 1929 in connection with his literary
activities. In 1937, during the Spaniah Civil War, Dos Passos and

Ernest Hemingway were In Spain for the purpose of making motion pictures
of the activities. Dos Passos subsequently had a dook published

antitied "Travel Between Wars' exposing the intiltration methods of
communism. Duriag the interview he named several individuals with
whom he was in contact during the period he was sympathetic to com-
munism. (97-2497-11)

I o T

The March 31, 1960, issue of “"The Washington Daily

Newa" contained an article relating to an interview of Dos Pussos in

which hs described himself as “a sort of maverick" but that he would

- - then characterize himself as a "Jeffsrscnian Demoorat. " (97-2497-A)
o Our fiies reveal no portineat iaformation regarding

Mrd. Dés Pasbes. an e RS ¥ ¥
The fingerprint files of the Identifieation Diviston of

the FBI contain no arrest data idenfifiable with captioned individuals

based upon background information sabmitied in connection with this

name check regquest.

-3 . f “r
e _ . e, il o ot [UE Y ,aﬁ!-!ZJ R L ba*m?f ﬂg:iﬁ‘
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* My, sad Mry. Joha Dos Passos

"Though it is hard not to take a certaln pride in the
courage and tolerance of the American people in aliowing their deadly
enemies to set up this new sounding board for propaganda in their
midst, pride is iargely overlaid by cur shame in the fact that so
many of our fellow-citisens have allowsd thamseives through ignorance
or delusion or mere corruption to become the dupes and tools of the
masters of the Kremlin who, having destroyed the liberties of the
peoples of Russia and half Europe, will not rest until they have rulned
the last remaining strongholds of freedom in the Weat.

"Now is the time for us to speak out. We do not pretend
that our eivilization is perfect or anywhere near it, but we do believe
and we must shout that belief into the eara of cowards and traitors,
that given peace and freedom to experiment we can improve cur social
system and mold it into the beginnings of a decent clvilization. That
peace and that {reedom are what the masters of the Kremlin cannot
afford to let us have. Given peace and freedom, the world will rid
itself of the false and obsolete dogmas. This is the time to tear the
masks of peace off Gommunist propaganda and Communists.

*We must take this opportunity to expose that tyranny
which deludes people and dupes them into believing that the future of
mankind belongs to the police state. When that exposure has taken
piace their despotism wil! perish from its own poison. Only in liberty
can 2 decent society be built, and it is the free men of the world and not
the slaves who wili build it. "

On June 5, 1961, the McCarran Committee furnishad
information concerning communiat activities in China which information
was reflacted in the ftles of the Police, Included
in this material was a list of individuals under the heading of "Comite
International Pour La Defense de Puul et Gertrud Ruegg. "' Among the
names sppedring on the list of the above committee was John Dos Passos.
Paul and Gertrud Ruegg, according to the| |
ware active in Shanghal <ommunist ¢ircles during the 198U's, As A
result of the above information, Doa Passos was Interviewed by Bureau
Agents on June 3, 19562. He was cooperative in furnishing considerable
information as to his previous communist affiliations. He denied ever

j{

b7D
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September 3; 1970

N L et
Coe A . W

MR, AND MRS, JOHN DO#}FASS0S

L

whq you advised ig an author and
A, Ihas not been the subject of an
However, our files reveal the

Mr. DDB Passos,

communist front organ ations up until 1939, He was also identified
with several additiona! groups which were reiiably reported to be _.
communigt-dominated and coatrolied and which were primarily con- —«
nected with the writing profession. The files indicate that Dos Passos -y i),
first had a sympathy for the Soviet Union in 1923, He next showedaa -———{"
interest in the Civil War in Spain. Lateer he was prominent in
championing the Kentucky miners in the strikes at Harlan, Kentucky. t\if,
In 1936, he was reliably reported to be close to Communist Party 1
Headquarters in New York City. In 1937, Doe Passos was reported
to be sympathetic to the Trotskyites. In 1941 and 1943, he was Vice u
Chairman and a member of the National Committee of the Civil Rights
Defense Commitiee which was formed for the purpose of raising funds

to defend twenty-eight members of the Soclalist Workers Party who :
were tried at Minneapolis, Minnesota, for conspiring to overthrow the ;
U. 8 Government. Later Dos Passoz indicated anticommunist attitude.
He has since written numerous articles which were extremely critical

of communism. He has been the subject of attacke by the "Daily Worker”
and other communist pubiications. During September, 1948, one »
| ] when interviewed during another investigation, biC
stated that Dos Passos had denounced communist leadership asince 1937
and that since that date be had been one of the more prominent liberal !
writers who were violently antbcommunistir. {

R f‘i‘

As an indication of Dos Passos' attitude toward 3
communism, there follows information which was contained on the cover i
of the April, 1949, issue of "Plaln Talk™ magazine. The article is I
captioned "The Masks of Peace™ by John Dos Passos.

NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy As:31stant R ?T

to the President, : ;7
. \ _;77

M7 _ ] TELETYPE LNIT_ | FNCLOSURE DATF



LI | ‘ . ‘I'HE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
! THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

/
- R SAINESYILLE, FLORIDA 38801

. f .
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=& AND BMIBLIOGRAPHY

January 14, 1974

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. 20535

Dear Sir:

On December 11, 1973 you wrote to Professor James K. Lyon of our University
of Florida Departmeff:ff:ffszn. Your files concerning Bertolt Brecht can be

obtained for $160.
their approval,

111 obtain letters from Brecht's heirs granting

[:::::::E has asked the University of Florida Libraries to furnish the funds
for the purchase of the Brecht xerox. If funds are furnished, may we ask if this
material can be placed in our library collection? Will the general public be ’

allowed access to 1it?

and other researchers are very excited about the new sources of

-
.

information which may be available. We have had requests to inquire about avail- :

able FBI material on the following:

1. | |
2. Whittaker Chambers
3. Ernest Hemingway

4-@@3&&4‘1&&&-

o}
-

¥

.
[SF Fr]

T 289 7

Thank you for any information you can give us in this matter.

Social Sciences
Research Librarian
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¥We extend to you the opportunity to confer with us
in an attempt to reformulate yvour request in a mannar which
will reduce the fees and still meet your necds,

If you wish to pursue your request, please indicate
in writing your willingness to pay fees as hiogh as are antici-
pated and enclose a deposit as mentioned above. Thereafter,

wa will acknowledge receipt of your deposit and advise you whaen

we can begin the necasgary processing.

Sincerely yours,

EEAL Kelt-

. Clarence M, Kellevy
Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain nothing identifiable with correspondent, U

The main files concerning the individuals concerned are:
65-56402, 64»-€122, €1-6328, and

9~16655; Whittaker Chambers -~ 65-56402, 74-1333, and 100-25824;
Ernest Hemingway - 64-23312 ({approximately 400 see references);
and John Dos Passos - 97-2497 (approximaitely 300 see references).
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Januvary 25, 1974

Research Librarian

Departnent of Reforence and
Biblionraphy

The University libraries

The University cof Florida

9702
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

oot e o e HEREN IS UNCLASSIFIED E
ainesvillie, Flcrica *3n-0 4
' DATES 38703 By 4229 | B0
Dear| | :
Your letter of Janaary l4tch has beru received.
!
Lith respect to vour inguiry recarding] | |
E::::::Jrequeqt for information fron our files concerning Bertolt’
ochit, this Tvreau has ne ojeatien to the focoucents we fﬂ““l"bL{
becomine a part of your library's collectior for the
use of the general veblie.
A revicw of ovur indlces indicotesz we have voluzminous
references o1y | “aittaker uh nerc, rTrnost -
Eermingway, and Jchmn Dos Fassos and it will e neccoegsary to b7D
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Asst Dir
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revicwy all of these relerances
information pertainince to than,
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ORIGINAL FLED @ ~ < < —
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y prescribed rete For furnishing coples of ini aticon and tne
tilﬁ rp@nt heﬁrchinﬂ ann Feregainc our recor ﬂs. Unr files
goncerning the Ffour andivi-nals vou neationed corsist of ap)ron-
imetelv 132,530 paces. Laseu on A prelininary estivate, we
arilciatrce ”hﬂ cons £o process your roemguerst to be F16,306. A
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September 4, 1970

BY LIAISON

Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield
.~ Deputy Assistant to the President
it/ The White House

/‘5 ’ Washington, D. C. ﬂ/ ’ “:z\\!
4.
Dear Mr. Butterfield: /) /r-J 3

s

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Aragon and some other individuals.

individuals:

- ® ' @/ l .
"(/’é /)/o/(ru ﬂjv‘?@:'% bo ﬂ“ﬁié%

Reference is made to your name check request concerning

Mr, and Mrs. John Dos Passos !

Sincerely yours,

S

Enclosures (7) RECORCES ™ *

_ z/ - 2@/—/3';

c-38
o RE 160 Str 10 1970
il oi-100 —_— ¢
R Z Enclosures (sent direct) S
Nl I inclosures (gent direct) &
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Attached are separate memoranda concerning the following u I
Y

ORIGRNAC PRSIV (), 72 — -

bi/C

bi/C





