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for review and direct response to you.
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Date Recelved é{ / 4 0/ 90

From ‘
(Name of Contributor)
{Address of Contributor}
BIC ity and State)
By i

of Special Agent)
To Be Retumed OO Yes (O No  Receipt Given O Yes [ No .

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules
of Criminal Procedure O Yes [ No
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INTERROGATION; ADVICE OF RIGHTS

Place lpq &' . [P’}“ -

Date _ Jpfrofa’
Time ‘/{/q .25 3q €14

YOUR RIGHTS

Before we ask you any questions, you must understand your rights.
You have the right to remain silent.
Anything you say can be used against you in court.

You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask you
any questions and to have a lawyer with you during questioning.

If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you before any
questioning if you wish. '

If you decide to answer questions now without 2 lawyer present, you
will still have the right to stop answering at any time. You-also have the right
to stop answering at any time until you talk to a lawyer.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

1 have read this statement of my rights and I understand what my rights
are. Iam willing to make a statement and answer questions. ] do not want a
lawyer at this time. I understand and know what I am doing. No promises or
threats have been made to me and no pressure or coercion of any kind has been

used against me. K1e /
bID

Witness:
Witness:

Time:
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. Universal File Case Number 35S

r From___

=

To Be Returned O Yes\* No

Field Office Acquiting Evidence _Defrdl

~ Serial # of Originating Document __

Date Received R

{Address of Contributor)

Receipt Given O Yes @ No

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant

to Rule 6 (e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
0 Yes gNo '

Title: | }(9 HE)(

Reference:

{Communication Enclosing Material}

Description:—l}j Original notes re interview of
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The following is a description of

as obtained through observation and interview:

bic
B1D

N I AR R R R Rt o LB FE T R N

NAME:

ALIASES: .
RACE: W
sex: - M
AGE:

DATE OF BIRTH: —

PLACE OF BIRTH:
HEIGHT:

WEIGHT:

HAIR:
EYES:

BUILD:

. COMPLEXION:

SOCTAL SECURITY #: U

DRIVER'S LICENSE#:
CITIZENSHIP:

SCARS OR MARKS: - ' .
OCCUPATION: — , )
PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT AND ADDRESS: —-(-j

RESIDENCE ADDRESS:

FELEPHONE A'T HOME : (. -

* PELEPHONE AT WORK:

AUTOMOBILE; AND TAG NUMBERS3:
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“EDUCATION: .

MILITARY SERVICE AND SERVICE #:

PREVIOUS ARRESTS:

MARITAL STATUS: .

RELATIVES. (IMMEDIATE}):

-2~
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Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant '

to Rule 6 (e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procédure
' 0 Yes O1No

ra e ] £ b DT T T T T T T LR PTG Y LAY

Reference:

(Communication Enclosing Material) : ;
. ' -
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Serial # of Originating Document
00 and File No.
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From
(Name of Contributor)
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BlIC - City and State

By S
ame of Special Age

To Be Returned [J Yes IE’(O Receipt Given [ Yes [ No

Grand Jury Material - Dlssemmate Only Pursuant to Rule 6{e), Federal Hules
of Criminal Procedure [J Yes [ No
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(Communication Enclosing Material)

" Description: & Original notes re interview of
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Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document
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Name of Special Agent}
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3094 | ORIG NOTES RE

3093 | ORIGINAL NOTES RE INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH KENNETH FRANCE

—— i ——— Y ————— T —

- - - ————— =

. 2092 2 PHOTOS OF JOSEPH K FRANCE W/H 12-21-22 BALTIMORE, MD k;j(;

I
0091 | DRIVERS LICENSE FOR JOSEPH KENNETH FRANCE

0090 | ORIGINAL NOTES RE INTERVIEW WITH

0088 | COPY OF | _ nlC
WHICH WAS' _

Aa BO~-W5122602 R2 C1 : 10:39 10/21/94
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April 11, 19

Federa eau of Investigation
Suite 2600

477 Michigan Avenue

Detroit, MI 48226

Dear Sirs;

J.R. Hoffa

bX :
\ For your information, Please firnd below a list of those persons who are
listed by name

1s NGO LONGER
) or
me in ndot relaying

Also, as stated to you/your office earlier,
representing me in any form on both this matter
He has failed to fulfill his contract w:
nformation I wished relayed to you.

Full names of those involved listed in Manuscript are:
James R. Ho

=-others-

ony Giacalone

First names of those involved listed - are:

" -others~

In the event we are able to identify some of those first name conly people
} we will add those last names at that time. I understand
contacted you 1n regards to and you/your

department informed her that there was no problem with such
Thank you for that. '

Sincerel

e

cc: f c1:1»3: PR ICEXED e
E i FRED
KF b ’

“APR 15 1996

ey __ DETROIT
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Ever dreamt of finding buried gold or

-

dangerous - but .

; eing a professional woas-

e hankar 5. mol dhe

rons job i iight at

ira sound. Forgel images

af ndiama Jones<tvle ddventure:

its a slow game of win some.

fote some, and the locations are

_orcn more tematd and danuer-
o than 2o und exviting.

.

ATy b b1

- T

six figeres, and reid1ape & 2 con-
stant frustration. Hard work aad
meticulous preparation are as

g

.

shomad vyve for bumnéss.
Norman - Scott is president

of an American treasure recov-

ey company  called  Gilobal

.

ultimately rewarding
Il -

i 2xpaditions in 16 countries, By
Expenses can easile run nto §
¢ ful. “You den's find gold every
2: Eav.” hesays, T reaure hunnnn
: is 2 faborious. detailed jote years
mportant as diving and caving
skills. A kunter not only needs
the latest lzchuuloyy bus also a ©

] lumm ondhe scent,”

| spesiiie Gelds ol histury and
i archacology. paving lm--ums fa
i rrawl throush dﬂ"umcnts

jewels? For Global Explorations, treasure
'R hunting is a way of life
‘§  that's hard, frustrating,

prlumson, For more than 3¢
~sgarg sioee he retired as g pilot
with the TS Air Farce, Scotl
ltas hesn ooz of the-world's kead-
ing Ireasere forozers. collaborat- |
ing with spvarnments, muscums.
and biz enmorations.

At 42, Scou is a veteran of 24

ne means all have buen suceess-

of digaing can end in nothing bt
Only a few rumours
of bhuried treasure are
worth pursuing

dust and (ears. But the tare, rich
rewards are cnough 10 keep tlu

- Abont B8 per oot of 2 s
‘serz hunt i research, often over
¥ears — working with experts i

ol
ers

It is not something to ba
undertitken fightly, “We

abaot fost treu-
. sure. but fuw are |
warth pursuing. I
never priceed gl
we've  amassed
sufiiciem  evid-
cnce,” says Scoil.
Only when he is con-
uuu:d that there is
truth in & rumour dogs
the groundwork begin.

The compaoy. hased in
Gainesville, Flarida, has u
string of recoverizx 1o its !
credit. Iis greatest sGecoss
was the sacred Well of the
Virgins at Chichen [iza. Mo
ico, a M-metre-dep vagifi-
cial sinkhole into which vir-

hear many rumours alk
{ unfound pamtings and other ob-
; jecws.” savs Scott. “IHitler’s own

| paiming

zins and votive offcrings wers

‘hyrled in praise of Chac lhc
davun god of water, |

The remuins of 500 sacrificiat
victms were recoversd, phs hun-
dreds of e -~ codd. dade.

eomper and pontery — dating back

1.2(%) vears. Scoll waunis (© returm.
W found a lol.™ he says, “hut
thare’s much more in there”

AL present, Scou s conlident

; he's on the beink of the find of 2
lifetme. He apd a staff ol ten are,

working in Germany, With ihe
blassing of the minister for cul
ture and the afiicial nrchaeola-
gm Tur Burlin, he has baon help-

“ing 10 unravel the intricate Hider

bunker complex. The wider

search is for what could amaouar

o two-thizds of the warld’s an

trensuras, siolen by the Nazis

and habeved wbe stifl hidden, -
The Tsiieations arc.she fwsl

KGE. German records in Betlin,

1a combine deacuments from the :

MI% and the Public Records |
Offtes in London. and records in ¢
Washinaton. AH concarn “safe
storage - a $3 cuphemism for

thedi — of muny srt fressyres.

-We're 1alking about 12.000 ;

urt cullncuon ameantsd to 16000

Priceless Egvptinn and Greek
items teken by the Nazis frum
museums and privete collections

nclude Catherine the Grout's

Amber Chambar, and u series of
elaborate amber 2od jowel pan.

i pls worth an estimiged S§338 mil-

lion and hLﬁE\\—d to be all or

; panthyhidden in Weimar, 2 town

10 the former Eaist Gcrnan\
~We're gelling warmer,” savs
Scoil. who s far has speni
SN0 on 1he search, *Wha
takes lime is that [ am dealing
with highiy efficient mikds who
knew about hiding things. The

Thaferdid ey all gol™
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e 2nd women in 3 21-unitera-
vm.ué‘.heq!ﬁpmeﬂfmrﬂlm

- Yolive offerings
‘Frepatery retnoved from the
* sinkhale by Glot=d Explamatisrs.
. 'The tzam of fHivers hod tosom
the water and eroumdE g area
Withrvenomots water moccasis
ang coral snakes, antd risk
. bpeoming enaryrd i six meTes
i ot Istticed with rocts. -

chiorine and ﬁ!tzrs so civers could.

see their way safely and take gho-
ographs. This also remowes risk of

bean to cirain the wel, but this aed

jb:_milmﬁ:kedloﬂmwﬂer
the Yuzatan Peninsula - ©

Detying the curse -

Chrichen kza. Ameng the
were teeth and skulls of

saxrificial victms. Relics wire e

handedoveris Medcd's o
Institute mn:mm!oymt
History, Frturcrlely, the wells o
fed death carsed»dqc! i
strike guring the excavati

Th:rty-four

years of Global:

Expioratmns

® 1955 Frst expedmcn

. afoﬂnﬁcsmkenmﬂci

Pert Boyal, Jamaica -

0 1964 Rer.'""eﬂd canncns
and religicus art off Jamaica,
probahiy from the Spanish

- galeon, the Genoves

& 1986 Valuable silver coins,
cannons and anchors fram sx
vrecks divicen with the gov-
emment of he Bzhamas

#1968 ACGO0 2riefios, o
® 1877 Silver bars and ceins

frem the Afersvdliz, a Spanicn
colleon oft the Bahamas

® 1987 Secuved an Act of Con-
gress lo dig in the Yvhile Sancs
missile range, New Mexico

® 1993 Searching for Incan

" frezsure in Lake Encnner, 4000
. fmetres up an extingt volcaro in

PHOTONAAPHA OY QLODAL EXPLCATIONS
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Technology plays a major

part in modern treasure

hunting, but you still have

P Xais usedd fals ‘ho!!;nus ™n

: trains. blew vp eniive mowaing.
and wsed rubnle wps. so 1 have
to ke things step by siep.” .

Roxcarchers “cmploved by
Scon havs spent weeks trawling
throush formmer Eust German

. records. ~The wonderiul thing is

that they haven’t been 1ouched
sinez the war, and everything is
metictloesty recorded. ,
~The Nazi cemoval of art from
other covntries was 3 svstematic

protiss, not haphazand inoting.

-which makss our job casicr,

When Berlin was tomibed a1 the

i «nd of ths war, the §S foaded a
; nin with priceloes art and sonk

i mto cenaral Germany,”

imeestigations have taken him 10
a castde in Thuringen. eastern
Germuny, which omil recenily
was belisved 10 have no base-
menl. Special radar has shown
that the castie, which was rented
but ot wsed by Hiller, does
indzed have a batement,

Elrven tressure huenters have
iost their Tnas ow this tail since

- the eud of the war. stme mysie.

Spanish treasures

Ceins fram a 1977 project off
th= Bahamas, whern o
sunken gaflesn wras found.
Expenses can reach

. 81 milkon in shaflowr seas and
S10 mifion indeep water

rinushe. according (0 Scott. ~['ve
hired security experis for proee
tion_ as somwe praple helieve files
survive with dpcriminating ovi-

Y alem s rople sl e
o So will cominge his e

gations throughout the spring

ke German awmboritics. The law

varies lrom stre W ste - in .

las]

B2

Following this trail. Scou’s

1

K i puler, “electro-resistivity profil-
And if he finds the lost trea-
surs? “Thev are the property of

... Xo know where to use it

mny cases the orrinz! pwner -
gets it all. Jn-the abwence of the
ownar. the findze and landowner :
share the spoils. While maseums |
have reconds to prove owner-
thip. it will be hard for the !

descendanis of private collectors
to prove their claims,”

Fxpensive technology plavsa

crucial part in professional wrea-
sure hunting. Glohal Fxplo-

rations” armoury includes equip-
ment capable of identilving |

unusual buried leatures below
cither the yrowmd or the sen-hed.

for cxample. “ground-pene- |

trating radar can “sec up o 70
metres below ground fevel, It °
profiles e grotnd coromliee o

Individual detection
instruments each
have their drawbacks |

deasity - sock. soil. caves and :
passagoways propagiste the radir
stanal with differsnt velocities,
Infra-red scaaning is used to
detect heat escaping (roin smail
holes in the wroend. Chanaes in
femperatere around small boles
in the pround can vary from the ©
surronndiags by 3°C - and this |
wan indicute the existence of |
undergraumn:d caverns, !

. Onre a Tlocation probahility

v fs heen drawn by acome-

mg” win be carvied out. This
nvolves sinking probes into the
ground and pascing a current
throush a erid of wires conaecling

Ho

.-

Al

w the treasure hunt
experts get their results

Electronic searching equipment improves the -
odds of latching on to the trail of hidden
treasure, but it is very expensive: a project can
cost anything from $25,000 to $1.5 million.
Much spadework is saved by gadgetry that
‘sees’ beneath the ground. The more data
collected by thesefmeans, the better

Fane

Sy

If a vreck lies in shallow vrater, muchines callad prop washers are used.

Giant inverted vacuum cleaners, they blast the sand and sedimentation
away, clearing the wireck far cither divers or 22 root o start scarching
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the bottom

At Chichen Itza
awooden

platform was
canstructed ta
hold prmps.
These punped
e wrerople 1
indystrial flers

o remove
impuritins and

for dwers

" Satelite navigation system:
52000 Pesition and atfitde can
be fixed to within 10 metres

Magnatametern 55000
Devekped during Waorld
War Il 1o heip planes locate
submarines, this spots
changes in the exth's lacal
magnetic ficld that can
mdu:te 2 buried anamaly

© {above} S25,000 Delects
termp. changes resulting
front imderground caverns
Ground-penetrating
radar: fioff SI5,000

B cloar e waier -

[ S

‘Up a volcano in the Ecuadorian Andes

Atthe base camp, porters kiad up for an eight-hour march acress the
towntains 1o the area around Cermo Harmosa, an exret volczn
4,200 metres abore sea level, The Llanganati mountains are thought
1o cantain a vast treaswe, hidden from the Spanish when the tast inca
king, Alahualpa, was exscutad. Giobal Explorations is a subcontratior
on the project and i using a remate operated robot ferorth 525,000}
15 explore Loke Brunner - what appears to be a human-made lake,
The take's name camas from explorer Eugene Brunner, wha spemt the

thatn The srmmd's ‘electriest
revistivitr con be caleulated. and
the lavers of soil ilentilicd down
I it delh of 150 metres.. As
water is 3 good conducior of
clectricity, snderpround rivess.
sireams and lakes show up well.
(Flohal E.\r!lnnlinrls full-time

! peophysicist makes frequent uze
: of magactomelers, w hich sense
i minute fecal vanatons in the
¢ carth’s mugnelic fickd caused by
 buried ilems = from boulders

and hoericd mewal @ boles

refibled with different material
Al these instruments need o

be usad ogether, because 2ach

. has shartcamnines The chootro-
m:qnpm:mu lde help i

Treasure hunting 1s
still & business
of risk and cunning

in a °T.l.nl[|.. grca, s nramle 15 a
poor conductor of dccmut\
and the yradar does nl work well
in clay or wef conditions.

Muriae  treasurc hunting
requires even more sophisticated
instruraents. As mart wrecked
ships lic buried deep in the sand,
the occan-bud must be proficd.

~Side-sean sonar” reveals any
ennaturzl protrusioos.

Omee a likely sie is found. a
“sub-bottom profiler™ s seat
down. This sends electrical
impuises into the sand and gives
Scott and hisy 1eam densily fead-
outs on board their recovery ves-
sel. the Prvaters.

Where ships are lving in deep
watcr, 2 "mhot remote-operated
vehicle” [ROV) descends with 2
carmera, ils journey  reluved
on screen to Lhe Privaccer erew.

= Myﬁndmmmmumwmdmmm

iy expensive cqiripmen( —
ROVs cost ep o 35 million ~ &
an impanant part of the treasure
hunter’s work. bui it will not find
treasure on its own, It is not 5o
much the technolosy we ose”
says Scott. “but the art of } Know-
mn when and where 10 use it and
how to interfuce information
irom each source.™

Excen with all the resourcss a1
Scott's disposal. it’s 3 business of
risk and wit, Te keep Gilobal
Explorstions afloat. he often
sells the film. buok znd photo-
eraphic rights in advance of di-
covery., And sometimes a cearch
kas 2o be abundoned as a [ailure,

. ~Srou sishs at the meation of
1hL S8 Cerrral Americe - the ane
thar got away. The Cenwal
Ammm was the oreates! maring
recovery of all dme. She was
juaded with 31 hillion dollars in
gold and 400 passengers when
she was sunk by a hurricanc in
i857 off the coast of South Car-
olina in 2300 metres of water.

Scott hiad been researching the
ship’s location for vears but sold
his research to the Thompson
and Columbus Auperica group.
witich in 1he tate 19505 spent 512
to $13 million and found the
ship. As i1 was more 1han 320
Lilometres off Amenca’s coast
the salvers did not have to give a
percentage 10 the government.

Amoaoy Lhe scveral Projects
Scott and Giobal Explorations
arc m\ul\v{.d in is the hunl for
sold in Viclorio Peak. New
Mexico, part of the American
Armys  top- -security  White
Sande missile range. Gild was
suppasedly found in the Peak
in 1937 by onc Milton “Doc”™
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Cpraimaree m—.

Treasure hunting and
the amateur enthusiast:
inspired detective work

How a metal detector could help you

. {o discover the buried pasi for yolurself Snettisham, Noag, 199,
- B - 7 i o ol and zhroe |
8t November, Sufich | 4retviren £50 S 70D, Eim
pensioner Enc Lawes Meta! detectors off werk in > .
w23 helping a naighbour the same way, but the price i
leck for tost farmring toots range reflects abifity to dis- M. Yorkshira, 18,
when he sturnbled upon finguish between metals, Midleham Jpppey
th=mest valuabie *pot of | so'vou can dacids whather (.42 P
GOlI" ever foundin this or not R's warth digging. o = ‘
cauniry. Just unded the sur- | You should be aware of ThENard, oo 4
faceof the ne:ty ploughed | the *Treasura Trove Law® ROMan ey goanr®
fiek! near Hosme was a (se2 below). As A uzely} : : ey g &d coipg
freasure trove of Roman guide. the ireazure hurter's Congletan, cr=. R 250,000
coins, spoons, figurines code of conduct is avad- m:’e"ﬂcgf'@. ey
and jewedery belipved to be | atle from the NCMD, Rudes Nalte ynigipos -
worth up to £10 milbon, inclute asking permissian "’ T .
- Metal ¢etecting first {Wusesomeonestely Y " . .
popularin tha Langt, §f you do make 2 vaks- . SR §
1870s. Today thousands of | able find, this reduces the =t ' ' ﬂm:;::{
- Srnatewr treasure hunters fikelihod of complicatad = Romag oo i
- zomb the fielcts o kil prottems. - v Svn. Dy, e Tamines an ot 200,
" beaches of Britain with Treasure hunting mega- ' fri wm"" ;mmlf‘"“"’
mztal deteciors. As David zines Treasure Hunting and ‘
Wood of the Naticnal -} Searcher also provide a et .
Counci for Metal Detecting | copy of the code in evary Waymoutn, Dorger, 1983 Sh it
INCMD) says: “Mest people | issue, as well as camying f the Greay's - Rclgar-';_;- e
don'tlook for treasure, just | defals of the 250 foct & 90K pendant GOl amu s 20!
{ar zamething (o treaswe.” | clubs around the country. mﬂrﬁ- ST C3m} ft;m; coans
Ta get sizried you need & The NCMD can be con- mm%‘ :
a detectar. These cost lacted on 0625 522578 = =
Detection work WY s Treasure Trove Law?; finders, keepers?
Irside the metal \ \Eiectromagngtic / The “Treasure Trove Lav,” | held - simiar to those held
detector head are bwo ", 1ficld getierate{ which cates from the rle | 1o establish the couse of 3
coils one generates an ' % by, coilin tHe / / of Ecward | (5239-1307),  { person's death,
electromagretic fickd 4.1 delecta / cancems gold ar siver . A panel of experts,
that induces "cddy ! objects thal have been hid- | including representatives
. -rowems” mbured den, and whase gwners from the British Museym,

" - ‘motalfc objects; the cannot ba raced, thon decides if the coins
other has an eleetric I Treasure finds mustbe | fall into the definition of
current induced in it by L rsparted to the district treasute trove. I so, ey
the electromagnetic N coroner'soffico.Hthe | ara the propedy of the
fickd preducedby the coTner decides the coins | Crown, but the finder is
ecdy cumrents below., wsera lost or abandoned, given their fuil market valua,
Afindisrelayed tothe =23 they are given back to yow. | f tha Iury cocides they o

user by 2 flashing light If the coroner decides the not quallfy, then the finder
or exrphans tone toins could quality as trea- | gats them back, to do with
sure lrove, aninquest is

Recent finds in Britain

them what they choose,

P Naxs. u part-Indian foof doctor.
Runtours say 1here coold be os
much s theee billion dolfars’
warth in pold bars and coins,
Doc said he moved the ireasure
from a cavern and hid it around

clear a boulder from a tunnel
using dynamite sealed the trea-
sure forever, Doc was shot in an
arsument in 1949, O Noss. his
Girst wife. seacched fruitlessty for
i svars. Another wife and the

Apache Indian Nation reckon
| they have a claim. In 1977 Scou

decided 1o find out for himseli.

" the manniain. B an attenmpt 10

During the len days the military
allowed him access Lo the site no
gold was fonnd: Now, somie of the
Doc’s heirs are there again. with
advice from Global Explorations.

Giabal has also heen working
an 3 project to find and recover
the San Juse. “the largest trea-
sure-faden galleon that ever
sailed 1he seas™, sunk in 1708 off
the coast of Cartagena. Columbia,

But perhaps the mest frusira-
ing case lingering on Scoul’s
books is the USS Tecumiseh.
which wis sunk during the
American Civil War in Mobile

Bav. off the eaast of Alabama, :

The ship was past of the Union
{leet under Admiral David Far-
ragut. who assured his fame with
the phrase: “Damn the torpe- |
docs, full speed ahead®™
- Scoft’s project to salvase the :
wreck was culked 1o 2 halt when
i trnspired tiat the Smithson- :
ian Imstitete. Washington, had |
sl the media rights vears ;
belore. To complicate the stale-
mate, the State of Alabama is |
NOW saving il awns rights (o 1he !
Bay. ~This is 4 wonderful story
just waiting ta be uncoverad.” |

! ple are prepared 1o back jL”
! inclode ressarch oo 2 Spunish

: duran coast in 1605. and a pro-

Sl

savs Soll. “W's America's his-
tory waiting o be explored.
rather than i gold i, and peo-

Other projecis onder way
ship thatl went duwn off the Hon-

jeet outside Prague for a client
who had works of art ~stercd™
by the S5 during the last war.

But his greatest success? “Ta
dute it’s Chichen liza. Bui I
think vou shovld ask nic again in
8 voupl: of months time.™ i

Sufly Richardsinm B |
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By MICHAEL WALSH MUNICH

WHEN PORWARD UNITS OF GENERAL GEOKGE PATTON'S THIRD
Army entered the dark recesses of the Merkers salt mine
near Weimar in April 1845, they found a wondrous freasure, ‘
There, stashed away forsaf by the crumbling Third - -
Heich. were 255 tans of gold, nemvly $520 million in various
currencics, 1,214 crates of art, including works by Renvir,
Raphael. Van Dyck and Diirer, 140 rolls of Oriental rugs. and
2 million books, many of them rare editions—trophies of the
Nazi blitzkrieg that became spoils of war, .
The Merkers find was ondy a small part of a vast amount of
precious metals and priceless art that disappeared in the cha-
otic aftermath of World War ll—and which is now the object
of a worldwide treasure hunt. Just as new technology has
stimulated the search for sunken treasure, so the collapse
of communism end the .
unification of Germany
-have stepped up the bunt
T for wartime The

cled religuary, in 1990. The collectio
10 Tezas hya LS. Army Leutenand

Seventh Army’s 307th Co

letters. Korte, Irving, and

SPOILS OF WORLD WAR IT

Korte, a native German and hunter of Nazi treasure who
lives putside Washington, tn Yocating the Quedlinburg {rove,
which included two rare medieval manuscripts and a jew-
n had been matled home
named Joe Meattor,
they #ave also traced the misstng -
ce. According to controversial
ng. the letters were packed ins a
obert Gutierrez, an officer in the
unter Intelligence Corps, and
who in 1945 interrogaled several
in charge of secreting the Fighrer's
its to having taken some silverware
and dresses belonging to Braun, ‘which he later turned over to
Karte and the Bavarian governiment, but denies having the
Normiin Scott, whase Florida-based
. %, COMmpany, Global E¥plora-
v/ ¢ tions, Inc., is also search-
ing for the Amber Room,
have each visited the 78-

Knrte and Alford belfeve
Hitler-Braun corresponden
British historfan David Irvi
suitcase that belonged to R

shipped home. Gutierrez,
high-ranking Nazi officers
personal possessions, adm

TRy ]

list is headed by the Ta-

year-old Gutierrez, who

{ Bled Amber Room,. also
.. czalled the “Hernstein
" Zimmer,” an ornate
chamber of amber wall
panels, Venetian glass
and gilded wood vaiued
today at $I58 million
| Presented by the Prus-
sian King to Czar Peter
the Great. in 1717 to ce-
‘ment g peace treaty, the
room was part of the
Catherine Palace near St.

B

SR T

frulal]

e
d
=

%0 far has resisted all
overtvtes. “If he does
have the stuff, ] don't see
how he can part with it at
this point,” says Korfe.
*“The mere existence of
the letters would cause a
sensation.” .

It is the Amber Room,
however, that continues
to fire the treasure hunt-
ers’ imaginations=if in-
deed it still exists: Rus-

RLPTH I

I
=

Pol 5 - gy s
“.ﬂrfﬂuﬁ
L i
ey
1 :f-t;; 1 y
Lglltadah
Petersburg until 1941,
when it was dismantled
by the Germans and
. trucked back to. Kénigs- ‘ ]
sherg now Eatimingred in Fast Prossia~ The Berp- -
stein Zimmer forms part of a larger cache of vaiu-
ables bastily evacuated from Kanigsberg at the end
of the war by a Wehrmacht officer named Erich
Koch, which subsequently disappeared on its way
toan underground stronghold south of the city.
The catalog of lost, missing or possibly de-
stroyed items is not limited merely to gold and precious
stones. It also includes collectibles such as paintings, musi-
cal scares and the correspondence of Adolf Hitler and Eva
Braun. In & tale of theft and countertheft on the part of Axis
1" and Allies alike, bath sides Yootéd each other with abandon.
Some treasure, such as the putative harde of King Priam of
Troy that vanished in Berlin in 1945 and recently turned up
in Moscow, was taken home from CGermany by the conquer-
ing Red Army. Other artifacts—like the trove of medieval
church art from Quedlinburg in eastern Germany that was
returved from its hiding place in Whitewright, Texas, last
yesr—~were brought back 2s booty by American soldiers.
“Everything wag for the teking.” says Kenneth D. Alford, a
Virginia banker and amateur sieuth whose hobby for the
past 13 years has been tracing stolen art through U.S. gov-
ernment archives. “Everybody just helped themselves,™ Al
ford’s patient foliowing of the paper trail assisted Willi

Zimmer"
the listof

artworks

1941, the
“Bermstein

Imvaluable lost

sian President Boris
Yeltsin has declarnd his
belief that the Amber
o 7 Room is in eastern Ger-
~amany. Anvther possibility is that it was madver-
tently destroyed by the Russians, who found it
when they took Konigsberg, and still another that it
sank with the refugee-filled freighier Withelm
Gustiof]. torpedoed by the Soviets in 1945 in the
Baitic.
. The most ambitious search is that of Global's
Scott, a former U.S. Air Force public relations officer, who

hexds

Iast year explored an abandoned Nazi-era plaza in Weimar, a

former V-2 rocket plant near Nordhausen and the Heimkehle
cave In Sachsen-Anhalt in his quest for the Amber Room br -
any part of the Koch collection. Scott's 30-year track record is
highlighted by his 1968 excavation of the lost Sacrificial Wel)
at Chichén [tz in Mexico, & 1,200-vear-old repository of Maya
valuables. In Germoany, Scott and his team are usiog saphistj-
cated ground-penerrating radar as wel] as good old-fashioned

heavy lifting in their searches; so far, like everyone else, they

have come up empty-handed. Scott now beljeves the Amber
Room stayed behind in Kalintngrad, and has been invited by
the Fussian Ministry of Cuiture to hunt for it there.

Missing for e half-century, the Amber Room end other
treasures have 1ost none of their aliure. “It's like buying a lot-
tery ticket,” notes Alford. "Everybody's & treasure hunfer.
We're all Indiana Jonesat heart " [ ]

T fyTT

-
M
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dISCIplmeﬁ and methodical.
. He also heads intriguing missions
in search of long-lost treasure

ndiana Jones

By ANDREA BILLUPS

Swn sl weer

op on a'plane, visit exotic vistas, solve
centuries-old mysteries, find billions in
buried treasure. Sound like 2 juicy novel
or an Indiana Jones screenplay? For Ala-
¢hua businessman Norman Scott, it"s not
nnly a real-life adventure, it’s also his job.

Scot, 67, owns Global Exp!orauons a
company devoted to finding missing cul-
tural assets, Since starting his company in
1459, Scott and his crew of A-Team-like
churacters have used their expenise in
urchaeology and geophysics to dig for his-
torical rreasures like Inca gold, pirate Joot
and art masterpieces pilfered by the Nazis
during World War Il :

e o.*l's work 'while you aye doing it,” Segil, Contgued on Page 22

Sai Ay

offers m..ua.llv “but fun after you see whal
you've found.”

To hear Scott tell it, the stuff of i lnmg\xe
and spy novels, the stuff he does reguliriy,
is all in a day’s work. With the exception
of a quiet strengih, Scott exudes very lillle
of the Indiana Jones bravado. He enters

his living room alt business, tallung matter-

of-factly about a career that offers a
glimpse of Lhe world that mest have anly
read abowut in fiction

Scotr's assoctates buzz with enthusiasm
over their work and tell of a devoted busi-
nessman whose ofien-serious nature
comes {rom overseeing a complex organi-
zation. Scott, they say, is disciplined and
methodical. He plans every aspect of each

JPRNCERURSS

. -— Nazi in Exile,” byPa.ul Manmng

égwsv-.!?:jmi"r B

(= LYY
Normasn Scolf, shoun

office, is quick to
empbasize that be
doesnt corstder bim
selfa "treasure buni
er,"which be says B

4o bave a perceatage
the find " Rutber, Sc.

- and bis costpany pci
erally give the
urilifacls ibey recove,
fo the busi nalion.
They muke moncy by
selling rbe media
rigbis fo thetr exped.
Hons for TV speciuls,
bovks und magpazine:
ABOVE: Nuxi belsucls
ammunition boxes u.
u pas musk uutovere.
during Clobal Expeds
tons' excavaiion in
Cermany's Heimkebi.
Caverny.

. Last movie seen: “Evita®.. Lo
- First job: Ulaguardsiatong %

~ Istarid, N.Y.; pool at age 12. i lied -
- abotst my age mgelaﬂasa\nng
- coriificate.” -

Ca: he dnves ‘32 Bund( szauon

wagon
" Best advlce ever recalved Frorn
“his grandmathar, “Save your

#
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Norman .
Scott dlre“cls"l
Intriguing ; i

- missions ,y
worldwide
search of !'- ;
i fong-lost 1=
' " treasures ke Inca gold ;
and plrate Ioot :

kil bPageSQ'

o

continued from Page 8
" mission, from doing research io
" establish historical accuracy, to '
. getting permits from forelgn
- governments, to finding inves-
‘tors, Lo assembhng high-tech :

“egliipment to marketing hlS"
producl lo producers and.

" editors.

To complele hns mISSIOI‘l he’

- puts: together a colorful and
competent team, each of whom
-join the expedition to offer a
" particular expertise, -

Jerry' Lee is an electronics

" expert and certified diver who
does geophysical detection
work. He's been with Scott for
. 26 years, “There are hundreds of
thousands of treasures out there

"“all over the world,” Lee says of -

_ his wnusuval job. "It can be

--ti lucrative, sure, bul it takes a lot

©of luck.”
Bernie Schuster, born in Ger-

‘many bul now living in Jack-

‘somnllc, serves as Scoit's Ger-

“'man interpreter. He's been’on’:

..

S
L1

EIIIIBﬁlII

Monday, February 3, 1997 *

about four yenrs
.To an “oulsider,”
says ‘exploration work may ster
exciling. The cultural aspects of
the travel are interesting, ‘but
translaling during 15-hour days

-+ can be stressful. *It's a mixed bag

of good things and bad lhlngs
Schuster says.
Even though Eddie Colt’ uper-

ates his own successful business -

in Trenton, the sell-descHbed
“wildman® wnh the guhsliot
delivery seems more than bapp
to take off across the world K
Scott. - IR

“I'm Norman's consmlcllnh
foreman and bodyguard Coll
says proudly 1

Norman Scott

. stx ar seven expedmons bvel‘,

- Schusler.—.-,

HB

Somehmcs he does Coll prof-
" fers, offering only a brief expla-
hanon astowhy, . -

. Colt delights as he describes
the time he went on a dig to

Brmany with Scott and
Uhearthed a bomb. .

$Everyone told us to get back
. aﬁd leave it nlone, said Caolt,
. *But I picked it up.”

. It didnt explode..1t was old

arfd rusty.
0 his adventures at Global: *I1's

-8d bxcitlng It's unreal. We go:

.. baitk 3,000 feet in caves. We run
inlo bears, We dig into bombs.
‘THis is probably one of the most
ddrigerous jobs in the world. It's
very thrilting, but yeah. it's very
;dnhgerous 1 love it

5o does Charles Anderson. - “

tbe Russzan czar's
fabled Amber Room

. joln Scott’s latest expedition to

11

on his apenda

(] rf

“After 20 years wrapped tight
In the "mundane security” g%

- Itisurance business, Ande, <L

Who now dabbles in futy
voked up with Global as an
‘Investor. Since then, he's
Htame an associate, conhdantc

ihd friend of Secott's, and calls

Him a man of mtegnry and 2
Liteless worker.

*lt's an honor to work with
Hitm." Anderson’ said. “These
things are so difficult, They just
wolldn't go without a powerful
nan with a lot of determination.

‘1t's amazing how much the mzm,

gels done on so many fronts.”
In the next few weeks, A.nder‘
son, Colt, Schuster and Lee mill

an area in what used to be Fast;

Germany where!they wiltl-

-——_ —-n___-
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- Amber Room.

A piftro the Russian Czar from.
-King Frederick 'of Prussia, the.
Toum was once assembled in the
palace of Catherine the Great
and filled with amber statues,

. panels, plates and gold figures
- valued at $]58 million, But whenE

the Naz's.captured St. Peters-

- burg ¢hrring World War I, theyl

disvroted the Amber (reasures.
azd shipped: them {o-& secref,
bunker wherc_m:y supposciﬂy
remain today, -, - 1

Through mfcrmatmn he-
glevwad from wn informent wwd
(initiel visits to survey the site,
Scottthinks he may have located
the plundered treasure,

If he digs into the motherlode,
#t could he not unly historically
meunngiul but ulso l'umuu.li[y
lucrative. Scott, however, is
quick 1o shake Off the label of
“lrexare hunter.”
. He a't anuther Mel Fisher,
e mag who made 2 fonunc

T unearthing the shipwrecked
Atwcha, althouph the two are

neuk tn e expluration busintess -
wver Bz yours Dy wsing a unique
soeavhrtrog appreeate

fusdezadiof digmemg fue tu- by
bucks and taking a cut ol his
Laned s company finanoes s
through contributions Irom pri-
vate mmvestors und sclls the
anadie rrpfees tothese sutlwniie,
Tunbeeriead explorulions.,
“A trmsure hunier has o have a
percentage of the find,” Scott

. said. "We wark strictly on the

mesta Wie marke! the media and
we recover artlacts that we give

) 1o the host nation.”

Technology alters the art of excavatlon '

excavations are in high demand,
100. People relate to the history
and 1o the storiey, SCOIE says.
“With 500 chunnels, there's
alwuys 4 need fur u product,” ke
suid. "All we are doing is fur-’
nishing them with o historicully
accurate product.” In the pest
few years.-Globy! hes sold nine
netwurk shows,* 14 books, and
huas boun [witured nou huat of
magneines and publications
worldwide. s

Using the media to support his
bunsiness was & natural for Scoit,

" who graduated trom the Univer-

eoded up as

sity of Virginia, served us an Air
pilat and leter

a television dirgctor who once
worked on “Meef the Press.

j— — =

arempt o uneanp the fable

4

After ‘a" few. years of doing
xcuvution work en’ thy side,

scott used " his ‘contacts in the -
. media and adveru.sm;, as & way

to finunce hiy growing e=xplora-
tion business. Todgy, depending

on its complexity, 8 project can -

cost from $100,000 up-to $1 mil-
lion." Most average between’
$300,000 and $600,000. - -

The eyolution of- high-tech
detection equipment in the last’

10 yeuri bhas dramatically -

} chunged ‘the’ way. his company

" does business, Scott says. Com-
i puters, global positioning Bys-

; Coatinued on Fage 33

Norman
Scutl, fur
Iefl, super-
pises an
excavalion
by bis Clo-
bal Expora-
tions team
in the
Helmbkehle
Caverns of
Germnany.

continued from Page 22

. tems, prolon magne(ome:ers.

sidescan sonar and ground-
penetrating radar make it easier
to recover cultural assets thal
used to be unattainable.

But using the latest and best
technology also can be expen-
sive. To offset his costs, Scott has
turned to corporations who have
loaned him equipment or even

. given him products in exchange

. for the media publicity. “Indus-

" trial firms have been a great pm
B f of our marketing.” .

- Also key tor his success has

e "

been his move to the Gainesville
area from South Florida in 1980.
Although his office is nestled in
his home, 'located in a remote
section of Alachua County, Scott

- said its proximity to the univer-

sity has been crucial.
In addition to the research
capabilities available at UF's

" library (which, according 1o Lee,

houses one of the largest
archives of microfilmed Spanish
documents, including ship mani-

fests), the international commu- -

nity that comes from a universicy

town has prcv:ded Scon w:lh

D"DSII&& o

lramla:ors and oxher persnm
that are crucial to work overse.

“l couldn't buy the type
counseling and expertise that |
provides,” Scott says. "I'm ve.
very happy here. 1 wouldn’t
anywhere else.”

e
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I a small way, PutTMb:
Ciostig the clrcle for mope than 108

Jupanese families toro by war,

A haM-century age, thelr lwnn :

13 Japan to yve the hmma:-m
shnshhnﬂmwmm
mmm::wd-
ﬁw-' cnd"trm The Tanilice; aff: -

who described it in derail
Mr Tidweil plama (o raturn to the [-
perhaps as soon a4 this spring to
mmgetmegnld. 1c has beckonexd (a

mmm cua in 1935, Mr. '
Mhamwmkm out the logis-
.m:sandasumhlln; the experts {or a

.Ha wun finan-

g ‘::h.lm-.tnr:he‘mnn o

For decades, t.he 1-52 Iy
sunwd lost forcver, her’ 1094
fone, Lttle more han memo,

Buz in 19%5. My, Tidwell, a:mmark;
urme rvesenccher, used -ndvanced:
technoluygy ' find the submariae,’
and three momhs wpe be rettped?
with agmmdexperu far. the firscy
close inspertion. Diving. il deen,;
he and Riz am phatopraphed the:
shtp and saw pet- oaly : her-astdair--
craft puns buc i glove. i sweatec pgd:
u pair of binoculars,
In flying to Japan mummemt

A war hero h.un:ulf
Bmmsunwoq!mwumrsd !
in Victaam, Mr. Tidwell ia; ubn-

weﬂhunﬂlwd\ﬁmh!p!
with the money. E
A ot of guys mmnn

Tidwell ¢id™ in. locking. for: 3fost:

aboa.mcmlyperwnalmmw- .
“the: JA1;- wuweying the arrck and

" -Jumes Philippans, a tawyer in Roch-

eator, ‘and the National Geographic
Socxely which is producing a televi-
shox. documentary and a magizine

. mrricle about the Jost submarine. .
Tha 182 rests in the mid-Atlande

sgme. 1,200 miles weat of the. Cape
Yerde laianda. Ix in. 3.2 mues down,

-, abokt B roils desper han the Titanic,

To get thece, Mr. Tidwell hired
twin.Russian submersibles known as
Mir, or Peace. Each. Mir carrics an
myav-of jights and room for three
people, who peer through small part-
‘holes mads ot thick glass.

Seven (e Mr, TidwoU's expedi-

loarning its wecrets Taam members

_say It is well preseryedd, and spoolcy.
- “Always Jo the background, espe-

cielly when we-saw the shoes, was

_the-tacr thar ghase sailors lust their
tivees mnd that we were tha first coes

to3ee it in §8 years,” smud Tim Mc-
Gitinds, an -ocean engineer based in

Se-ulewmmpmatm:dtvinsr

!eam.

‘Human bodies n:ed\ouah:m s
" appear relathvaly quickly ia tha deco

sel -Quar, m b frigld brine

sdinaolves even . bcuu But many b

ja:&sundmn a0 decxy.
‘Louges..than a !no:bnu Hald, Ity

coaning sower four-atgries high. the
. 1-5% was croesing the Aciantlc a3 a
" cargo vessal laden with metals zad
—raw maserisly for the Nag wer ma-

chibe, Oa & fpocsiess night in June

1944, it was Inarcepted by an Ameri-

AR task force and hurled into the

_Atlisuie's \cy; depibs.

The 1-529 exnct resung place w39

long lmkmwn. because naviganian in

-wariima wag often crude. in 195,

treasurs ehip, swd Richarth: M. Bill~ iz Tliwell drew oo Argerican and

ings, who iy writing i‘behk mm—--nm paval oxperts to lowl the i~
3

rit's di v, He
found ir, phmugmpnod"ﬂ:’lmw i
and is NoW TUTUIMULE pm
‘farmlies.”

Mr. Tidwell neldm;uwn mrmwwl

[

A fam el mad O  w——

Jirst.dengiing a 3onhar ot & long
Lin Traa. a abip and then coaflrs ing
mmmwlﬂ:u tethered Cam-

Aﬂtr he MC& the ﬂ-ﬂ¢ Gﬁm

T Y fo mmad aa

3 H-w Wi ¢ br Tha Mwe \n
-2 Japancse subnasine

_-t.ﬂa.m lmted long wna Bard, it ounll
00 gold. i the debris lield. H
Iba ‘Narional Geographic s
_roentaryile 10 be shown ihis (ai o
- MBC 2t the sama tie that the mga
Zioe -article appears. Uncer 3 an
. tract with National Geographie, Ir
. Tadwell :cannot Speak 0 Meportes
unnl after the URD productions
pear: InDecember, the sociely %
leased & $hort pews summary abos
the expexiftton that included & 31ate
.ment by Mr. Tidwell
"!‘hismkm.hpm.hcaswvlc
family members and Governmes
pmniaters: and travel to Kurs, n par
I ity amd naval base near Hiroahim
pes;  Wrhore the 152 was buiit. Mr. Bifling
wpil 106 suthor, aaid that the shoes as
oy other personal artifacts recos
ered.would probably go wio a RIVS

Tt T emtwecn haine hanlt ur Ware,
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