RE CHARLES "CHUCKIE™ O°'ERIEN (COE):
CCE APPEARED ON THE CES PROGRAM "6¢ MINUTES™ ON NOVEMSER
75 1S7€. HE waS INTERVIEWED BY MORLFEY SAFER, WHO INDICATED
CCE REMAINS A PRIME TARGET CF THE FBI INVESTIGATION. DURING
TFEZ PROGRAN, CCE CALLED DETRCiT SA JAMES C. ESPCSITO, THE
AFFIANT ON A SEARCH VARRANT FOR JOSEPH GIACALONE'S CAR, A
LIaR, COCB CHALLENGED SAFER TO SET UP A LIE DETECTOR TEST FOR
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SA ESPOSITO RELATIVE TO STATEMENfS MADE IN THE AFFIDAVIT AND
IF DONE CCE INDICATED ESPCSITC wOULD FAIL SUCH a TEST.
COB FURTHER STATSD HE NEVER PICKED UP ANYONE IN
GIACALONS'S CAR AND THAT IF HOFFA wAS IN THAT CAR "THERE ARE
- NC STEERS IN TEXAS ANL TEXAS IS A PIG COW COUNTRY", |
'COB STATED HE DCES NOT KNOw WHO XILLED HOFFA. ]
_
g
|

ON NCVEMBER S, 1976, COF WAS INTERVIEWED ON p LOCAL RADIO

TaLX /ZTELEPHCNE CALL SHOw IN DETROIT ON STATION wXYZ FROM
Cs3¢ PN TC 1:¢€ AM. (p COMPLETE TAPE CF THIS SHOW REING -
FURNISHED THE BEUREAU UNDPER SEPARATE COVER),
THE FIRST HOUR wAS A PRETAPED INTERVIEY WITH WXYZ REPORTER
JIERY STANECKI, TAPED THE DAY AFTER CCB WAS CONVICTED OF HIS
TAFT-HARTLEY VIOLATICN. FRESENT DURING THIS INTERVIEW wpaS
CCE'S DEFENSE ATTCRNEY, CLYLCE B. PRITCHARLC., THE REMAINING
PCRTION OF THT PRCGRAM waS AN INTERVISW wITH PRCGRAM HOST DavVIC
NEuXeNN, WHO waS SPEAKING‘TO COE BY TELEPHONE FROM FLORICA,
SEVEZRAL LISTENTRS CALLED IN GUESTIONS DURING THE PROGRAM..




PAGE FIVE, DE 79-359, EF T O

AT THE FIRST SEGMENT COB SAID AN EVIL MIND HAS CREATED
A MYTH AND HYSTERIA ABOUT HIM. HE SAID HE DID NOT PICK UP HOFFA
OR SEE HIM ON JULY 3@, 1975, HE INDICATED THE FBI KNEw HE
HAD TCLD THE TRuTH. HE STATED FURTHER HE DID NOT KILL HOFFA, NOR
SET HIM yP AND FURTHER wAS NOT USED TC DC SC. HE SAID HE wOyLD

BE EXONERATED THROUGH TIME,

'STATED

HAD INDCICATEL HE HALD BESEN SILENT UNTIL NOw BUT HENCE FORTH

|

re]

wOULD PYBLICLY SPEAK CUT ON HIS INNOCENCE.
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(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL

(Precedence)

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a radio
interview on Detroit Station WXYZ (ABC Affiliate) of 11/9/76. ..
The interview was broadcast on the DAVID NEUMANN "talk-
interview-call in" program. The program is aired from 10:00 PM
to 1:00 AM. During the first half hour segment, NEUMANN took
a call from their reporter JERRY STANECKI who had previously
interviewed CHARLES "Chuckie" O'BRIEN. From 10:3%0 to 11:30 PM
this pre-recorded interview was aired. From 11:30 PM to 1:00 AM
O'BRIEN, by telephone hook-up from Florida, was interviewed
by NEUMANN and several listeners called in.

S———

——————d

Also enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of the CBS
"60 Minutes" program interview of O'BRIEN by MORLEY SAFER
broadcast nationally on 11/7/76.
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Dote of trensaription _ 11/10/76

On November 7, 1976, CHARLES LENTON JOSEPH O'BRIEN,
also knovwn as Chuckie O'Brien appeared on the Columbia Broad-
casting System (CBS) television network show "60 Minutes".

He was interviewed on this program by Mr. MORLEY SAFER.
This Agent taped this program from local Detroit CBS
affiliate WJBK, on November 7, 1976.

The attached verbatim is a transcription of:this

interview.
interviewed on ___11/7/76 —o__Detroit, Michigan e #__Detroit 79-359
. SA bore diaueg 11710776
This document contsins neither recommendstions nov conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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60 MINUTES INTERVIEW

MORLEY SAFER:

.s-0ne name quickly comes up - Chuckie C'Brien - who legend
has it was as a son to Jimmy and Josephine Hoffa. It's
difficult to believe that O'Brien, raised by Hoffa since he
was six, could have anything to do with the kidnapping of

his own father tut the suspicion persists. Jimmy Hoffa

only a few years ago was the most powerful labor leader in
America. He was trying to regain the presidency of the
Teamsters Union when he disappea~ed. The theory, and it's
still only a theory, is that Hoffa was kidnapped and murdered
by criminal elements who feared nhis return to power. It must
be remembered that whoever controls the Teamsters controls
the two billion dollar Teamsters Pension Fund. Chuckie
O'Brien like Jimmy Hoffa has spent his adult life in the
Teamsters. . The day of Hoffa's abduction he was seen -in the
neighborhood of the restaurant parking lot where Hoffa himself
was last seen., Chuckie O'Brien is alsoc a friend of two
principle characters in the Federal investigation - two men
it's been alleged Hoffa was to have met at that restaurant -
Anthony Giacalone, a figure well-known to the Detroit
underworld, and Tony Provenzano, a Teamster leader from New
Jersey who had served time with Hoffa at Lewisburg Prison.
And Chuckie O'Brien is also close to Frank Fitzsimmons, the
present head of the Teamsters Union, and the man Hoffa was
trying to depose in his bid for the presidency. It's no
secret that Hofta had accused O'Brien of disloyalty when
O'Brien coutinued to support Fitzsimmons and thus Chuckie
O'Brien has become a prime target for the ¥FBI investigation.
The FBI says that wittingly or unwittingly you had something
to do with the aisappearance of Jimmy Hoffa.

CHUCKIE O'BRIEN: :

'.There is one Agent and his name is James Esposito. Uh, he
wrote an Affidavit relative to the car that I had borrowed
that particular day. Uh, I said publicly to you and I said
publicly in Detroit I believe that it's, it's without a doubt
he's a liar.

SAFER: . .

Let me just read what he says. He saii, Esposito says "I
feel that probable cause exists ‘o believe that Charlies
O'Brien (you) has used Joseph Gizcalone's automobile to
facilitate an abductiou of Hoffa".
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O'BRIIN:

Well again I say he's a liar and I say to you Mr. Safer
that if you wanna set up a, a lie detector test with three
of-the best experts in this country and you can get
Esposito to get on your show and (five him a list of ques-
tions relative to his statements in that Affidavit and mny
statements where I was that day and where I was with that
car, that I'll be willing and ready to do it anytime.

SAFER:
What you're saying is that at no point you went to the
airport aud picked up two or three men.

O'BRIEN:

Never happened, uh, that I ever picked up anybody in that
Mercury and I say to you that if Jimmy Hoffa was ever in
that llercury there's no steers in Texas and Texas is big
cow county and I wanna, and I wanna again say to you, you
get Fsposito and I together and you put on the lie detector
test aud I guarantee you'll see somebody flumk it and it
won't be O'Brien.

SAFER:
Who killed Jimmy Hoffa?

O'BRIEN::

I couldu't answer that 'cause I don't know. If I knew, if
I knew, if I knew and I cooperated, as long as I cooperated
with the authorities, uh, we'd find out.

. SAFER:
Will they ever find him?

O'BRIEN:
I don't know.

SAFER: .
Jimmy Hoffa disappears that day, the next thing we hear is
that Chuckie O'Brien disappears too.

O'BRIEN: :

The first thing I did when I found out was immediately to
call young Jim Hoffa. I said what's up? What's happening?
And knowing him uh, uh my whole life like I have and
realizing that he was under a terrible fear uh and never
been involved in any type of pressure like that uh I said

\
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look here's what you do. You go on out to the cottage, stay
with your mom she's told me that Barbara was coming in and
I said fine. I said where are your two children and where
is your wife? He says they're here at the house because I
had thought they were up north. I said fine I'll shoot
from here out to your house, I'll stay with your wife and
your children. Now if that is disappearing then that's a
funny kind of a disappearing act.

SAFER: ‘
Well why would young Jimmy, Jimmy Hoffa's son, his real
son, why would he say Chuckie O'Brien's involved?

O'BRIEN: :
Well at that point uh he, his emotions were running high -
and I said look Jimmy I said there are different kind of
people that are gonna talk to you and there are people who
are gonna accuse people and they're gonna say things. He
continued to argue with me and he said I think you know
more about this than what you're talking about. I said
Jimmy I said I'm gonna pretend like I didn't hear that, I'm
just gonna pretend like I didn't hear it and I'm gonna pre-
tend like you're just tired. Don't start openly accusing
people it's, it's not right. And what'd they say? I don't
want you to come here. So I felt that uh at that point I
was hurt and I kept it inside from the point that uh I
just couldn't believe that uh someone who you devote your
life to and your love could even start to think this way.
And course I knew his mother didn't think that way because
I knew that she was under physical strain because I don't
think there was anybody closer to his mother than myself.

JOSEPHINE HOFFA:
Chuckie, he's here today and gone tomorrow. Could never
find him when you needed him. :

SAFER:

You say you're very close to the family and there's Josephine
Hoffa at home distraught that uh, and yet when he disappeared
you didn't show up to see her and when - I spoke to her and
she said well you know Chuckie, here today, gone tomorrow.

O'BRIEN: :

Well don't forget you were talkin' to uh, a fine lady who
was under a tremendous stress and I watched her on your
program and I think I know her well enough that uh, uh




within herself she knows that Chuckie was never here or
never there because Chuckie was there at any instant that
she needed me. I could stand up and face the world and I
can know that I have paid my dues from my love and loyalty.
Jimmy could never doubt my loyalty despite what certain
individuals would like to slander us with.

SAFER: .
Okay did you, did you help uh Jimmy Hoffa in his bid...

O'BRIEN:
Well...

SAFER:
to, to, to take over the Teamsters?

O'BRIEN:
The first place he couldn't take over the Teamsters - number
one. :

SAFER:
He believed he could.

O'BRIEN:
Well...

SAFER: :

He said so publicly. He wants to, to be the boss of the
Teamsters again. There's Chuckie O'Brien the loyal union
man loyal to the uew President Fitzsimmons, but is there not
a greater loyalty to, to Hoffa, Hoffa the father, to Chuckie
O'Brien? What does that do to you? Where do you feel that
your main loyalty go?

O'BRIEN:

Well my loyalty, my loyalty as far as my loyalty is con-~
cerned is that my one obligation was to carry out what he
asked me to do. He said I want you to do your job and to
support Fitz one hundred percent. Which I always had done.
But Jimmy got, really became obsessed with the idea that he
could run and if you told him your thoughts about whether
he could run or not and whether he was right or wrong this
got him into position where he felt you know right away you,
you weren't, you weren't agreeing with him so you, you have
to be wrong. But I said to him what I felt and uh and my,
what my thoughts were and you know there was just no way
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and you know it, the media knows it, that he was gonna be
able to run for the presidency of this union.

SAFER: '

You know what still puzzles people is there you are the son
of this man in every way, he disappears and instead of
cooperating in every way possible finding out who did it
you're out there protecting your own backside, you're there
with Fitzsimmons and what people, what some people would
say his friends in organized crime.

O!'BRIEN: .

Well me say to you. One - when youtalk about Frank
Fitzsimmons and his friends, that's an unfair statement

to make. Fitz runs the largest union irn the world the
same as Jimmy Hoffa. You meet all people in this, this
walks of life and this business and I'm gonna say to you
how I feel if I had to deal with Kruschev to get my members
a contract 1I'd deal with him.

SAFER: :

There's a lot of things said and a lot of confusion really
about your relationship with Jinmry Hoffa. Uh was it more
than a foster son, were you like a real son to him?

O'BRIEN:

He was, could, was like a father to me. Uh there's no
question about that. That he saw through me a son that was
in the labor movement because young Jim was never interested

in labor movement,

SAFIR:
That be. L 3

O'BRIIN: ,

My relationship was as a foster son. Okay? When he went

away Morley, when he, when, even before he went away, one

of the things he wanted to, to me to do was to think about

becoming legally his step-son. Uh I thought about it for a

éong_time and vh I teld him fine, I'd be more than happy to
o. that. : ~ _ ‘

SAFER:

Well that being the case that, that, that closeness uh, uh
Hoffa disappears, you get called in front of the grand jury,
and you take the Fifth Amendment, you don't want Vo talk about

0
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it. It's your, your constitutional right but I would think
that, that the, the forefront in the mind of a son was to
solve the, the mystery of the abduction and the murder of
his father. Now...

- O*BRIEN: :
VWell for two reasons. Number one - and you can well
recognize it because you're in the media - at that point
the hysteria of the media, and I'm talking about the news-
papers aud et cetera was so rampant and so wild. Nowat
this partlcular time you had an individual running these
grand juries who was a crazy man. I mean he was running
around, Ozer was running around you know threatening

everybody.

BAFER:
O'Brien is referring to Robert Ozer, the U.S. Attorney who
led the investigation into the Hoffa disappearance.

O'BRIEN:

And I went to Detroit on my own. They didn't have to come
with me with a subpoena. I spent over nineteen hours with
the authorities. Now if in spending nineteen hours with
the FBI, the state police, and anybody that wanted to come
into that meeting, if by me trying to cooperate and help
if I was part of anything relative to the disappearance of
Hoffa why don't they indict me?

SAFER:
Who would benefit from Jimmy Hoffa's disappearance? Frank
Fitzsimmons, Chuckie O'Brien, Tony Giacalone, Tony Provenzano?

O'BRIEN:

No one, no one and I'm speaking for myself uh, who benefited?
Uh, uh what, what, what, what created uh this terrlble thing
has created unfalr, unreallstlc publlclty on innocent in- :
dividuals. I mean it you know it's just like you know to

me what they're doing to myself, what they're doing to Tony
Provenzano, what they're doing to uh Frank Fitzsimmons and
our organization is totally unfair to, to him aud all of us.
I mean it's Just ridiculous. Nobody would tain anything.
Who would gain auything? There's always been that outside -
force that have only one thing in mind and one thing only -
to destroy the Teamsters Union because we are streng, our
leadership is the best there is, we get the best for our
members as far as contracts and conditions and you kmow

10D
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yourself what's being happened today uh to our organization
is totally unfair and I don't belicve that anyone really
believes that the disappearance of Mr. Hoffa was created by
anybody in this movement or thc people that are being accused.
Now you talk about Tony Provenzano, you talk about Anthony
Giacalone, you talk about enemies. That's ridiculous. Iisten
I went to that prison for fifty-eight months. I went there
and many occasions stayed with Mrs. Provenzano and her family,
a wonderful family and again I say that it's the imagination
of the wildest people because there were never anybody closer
- in that, in that institute than Jimmy and Tony Frovenzano and
you talk about Anthony Giacalone and people say well he's
this, he's that and as far as I'm concerned I, people don't
like what I say, as far as I'm concerned he's a fine family

. man, he's a friend of mine, he's got a lovely family and

I think that he's being accused as well as Tonyms been
accused by a lot of accusations. :

SAFER:

So what you're saying is that the governrent's harassing
Chuckie O'Brien, that they're trying to, that they're saying
privately that, that probably unwittingly Chuckie O'Brien
had something to do with the disappearance of, of Jimmy
Hoffa and all of this is really designed to make you crack.

O'BRIEN:

Well there's no question in what they're trying to do but
you know unfortunately uh I was born of heritage of half
being Sicilian ard half beiug Irish. JThat's a tough combina-
tion in this world to, %o really get it going because they
both get together there's a lot of trouble. They're not
gonna crack me. They're gonna hurt people I love.

o VA
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

l | DOote of transcription 1].,/16/76

On November 9, 1976, CHARLES LENTON JOSEPH C *BRIEN,
also known as Chuckie 6'Brien, was an interview guest on a
local Detroit radio program on WXYZ Radio, the ABC affiliate.
The prograx was "The David Newnan Show" which is aired from
10:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.

The first portion of the %rogram consisted of a "live"”
telephone interview by NEWMAN of WXYZ Reporter JERRY STARECKI
who gave background of his earlier interview with G'BRIEN,
following the pl of thie interview, NEWMAN had C'BRIEN

on the telephone "live". He answered questions from NEWMAN and
several "call-in” listeners.

The attached verbatim is a transcription of this

program. -
nterviewed on___IA/10/76 o Detroit, Michigan -, Detxroit 79-355
[=] .
This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned 1o your ngency;
it oand it. contents ore not to be disiributed outside your ogency.
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WXYZ INTERVIEW

DAVID NEWMAN:

Good evening and welcome to our Tuesday night program. It

is Tuesday night isn't it Jim Murray? Yeah Tuesday night.
First this cryptic reference. Fran are you listening? Fran
of the Secretary of State's Office, that really was me. B8o
much for cryptic references. No we proceed with more im-
portant business. In a half an hour or so we will play for
you WXYZ newsman Jerry Stanecki's interview with Chuckie
O'Brien who may or may not be a central figure in the Hoffa
disappearance. Chuckie of course maintains he is not a
figure iu any manner, shape or form. This interview by the
way by Stanecki even though it comes after O'Brien's innocuous
and unsatisfying appearance on 60 Minutes Sunday night
actually pre-dates the 60 Minutes interview with Morley 8Bafer.
I'm told that the Stanecki interview with O'Brien was in fact
the first interview that Chuckie O'Brien has granted since
the Hoffa disappearance. Now after this taped interview, at
least the first broadcast interviews I recall there may have.
been a Detroit News interview. Anyway after this taped inter-
view is aired Chuckie O'Brien will talk with us from his home
in Florida. He has already agreed to that. So obviously to
get the whole picture you're gouna have to stay with us for
most of the show tonight. Once again, Jerry Stanecki's
interview with Chuckie O'Brien begins immediately after the
10:30 news aud after that Chuckie will talk with us live
around about 11:35. In the first half hour of the program
tonight we are open and we invite your calls and comments.
The number to call as you probably kuow is 353-3030.

(Irrelevant)

We'll talk to I guess it's Jerry Stanecki, WXYZ radio in-
vestigative newsman. Jerry how are you?

JERRY STANECKI:
Fine. How are you David?

NEWMAN : '
We are uh anticipating a conversation with Chuckie, Chuckie
O'Brien that is, around about 11:35 tonight.

STANECKI :

I thought I'l uh just mention to you I, I was listeniug to
the uh introduction of it. Uh this iuterview was done the
day after he was couvicted on the misdemeanor charge.
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NEWMAN:
Yes which was couple weeks ago.

STANECKI:
Yeah about two and a half weeks ago.

NEWMAN : _
Okay so this pre-dates the Morley Safer interview ou 60
Minutes.

STANECKT :
Oh absolutely, absolutely.

NEWMAN :
So this is the first time that he has brokeu his silence
for any length of time.

STANECKI :

Well it, it's, we have reported in the past year uh state-
ments from him but not specifically his voice. Uh he's
been in touch with me. Uh he's been very vehement in many
occasious and uh aud otner occasions very angry at, at
reports and publications and the stories written about him
that he uh claims are total fabrication. And I said alright
Chuckie put up or shut up. You'll have to excuse me 'cause
I have a very bad cold.

NEWMAN :
Sorry to hear it.

STANECKI : |

And he said uh okay we'll put up and he did, he showed up
with his attorney Clyde Pritchard. Uh his attorney was
present in the studio through the entire interview. Uh I
wanted that, I specified that uh that he would not uh, uh
put himself in a very precarious position but he still uh

in the interview uh says some very interesting things. Uh
for the first time he explains a lot of things and he is very
convincing but uh theré are also other parts of the uh inter-
view that uh are contradictory.

NEWMAN :
Um hmm.

STANECKI:

It's a very intersting interview and I'm, I'm really anxious
to hear what the listeners want to ask Chuckie O'Brienand
they'll have their chance uh at 11:30.

[y
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NEWMAN:

Yeah. I, I, I have not heard the interview myself, all I
have heard are little bits and snatches of it of course,
the little bits and snatches that you played for me a few
days ago in which I wrapped for promo purposes here at
WXYZ. So I will be listening with as keen an ear if not
keeger an ear than, than anyone else 'cause I haven't heard
it before.

STANECKI :

Yeah he's very clever including, including uh throwing

you off show and he, he brought up the Time magazine ad

and uh it, it revolved around a, a wiretapping, a Federal
wiretapping whether it was legal or not and whether they

were doing it or not. But uh shortly after Hoffa disappeared
I flew to Tennessee uh to talk with Chuckie who was in West
Memphis, Arkansas, and uh, uh a few weeks after I left the
home of a friend there uh the Federal Agents showed up at

the uh home wanting to know uh what conversations took place
et cetera and et cetera. Now either they had to do that
through toll call records from the phone company or wiretaps.
I uh frankly suspect it was wiretaps not toll call records.
And uh when I brought that up at Chuckie's says well I you
know I took a survey, I showed people this Time magazine

ad with your picture and I asked them would you let this man
in your home? (Laughs) So he's very (unintelligible) uh
he's very uh, uh put together. Hes got his story down, down
straight if it is a story and he may be just totally opposite.
He may you know be, he may be completely innocent involved in
this but somehow his name got into it.

NEWMAN:
Um hmm.

STANECKI:
Somehow uh Tony Giacalone's name got into it.

NEWMAN: '
Well what do you think Jerry? Maybe I'm asking that pre-
maturely. I, I, let me retract the question because...

STANECKI :
No I'l like to answer the question you asked., Uh I frankly
don't know. Uh Chuckie O'Brien is very convincing.

NEWMAN:
Umn hmm,

T Y T St e St i TR 300 i TR T P B e e T Ty [ T Cl et T— —e WY . Y T TSy Y 4 el e oo



@ - &)

STANECKT :

Very convincing. I think that uh, uh I don't know if this
is editorializing as a journalist and we practice it it's
my own opinion.

NEWMAN :
Sure.

STANECKI:
No the opinion of XYZ., I think he should never have been
convicted on the charge that he was in the misdemeanor.

NEWMAN:
Um hmm,

STANECKI :

And that strictly is a neophyte uh with the law but uh it
appears to me that if he was convicted uh for allegedly
taking, well I don't even have to say allegedly now, he was
convicted for, for taking a gift of the car, uh they could
convict him for taking a dinner, a cup of coffee, uh anything,
any kind of thing that's worth an amount of money.

NEWMAN :

Well yeah I, I don't get the connection though. You are
suggesting then that there is a pattern of uh law enforce-
ment harassment directed toward Chuckie...

STANECKI :
They want Chuckie, the want Chuckie O'Brien badly.

NEWMAN :
Yeah.

STANECKI :
Want him bad. They feel they can squeeze him, I think uh...

NEWMAN::
And they're squeezing him with this misdemeanor case of which
he is now convicted.

STANECKI: :

Well that's part of it, sure. That misdemeanor case uh points
in fact uh the authorities that I talked to, the U.S. Govern-
ment, all told me and they were unanimous in their decision

it should have never been an, an indictment. It should have
been a point of information filed with the government saying

. blah, blah, blah, we have this which could be an indictment
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but uh you know shouldn't be. Because you know it was, it
was a move to force and to put pressure on O'Brien.

NEWMAN:

Jerry let me ask you a quick question I know you have to get
back to uh, to get off the phone I should say you know be-
cause of your cold I don't want to prolong your you know
your appearance on, on the phone and strain your voice. But
uh it seems to me the whole business of wounded innocence...

STANECKI :
I'm sorry go ahead.

NEWMAN:
What were you saying Jerry?

STANECKI :
Sgid I'm not Dick Purtin.

NEWMAN:
Okay.

STANECKI :
He makes the big bucks.

NEWMAN :
Yeah I got ya.

STANECKI :
He's now working for peanuts.

NEWMAN :
Peanuts?

STANECKT :
Jimmy Carter.

" NEWMAN:

Ah yes, yes he's working...

STANECKI:
(Laughs)

NEWMAN : '
I'm lost. Anyway where was I going with that?

STANECKI :

~ You were gonna ask me a question.
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NEWMAN:
About, about Chuckie O'Brien.

STANECKI : '
Yeah.

NEWMAN :
He's convincing.

STANECKT :
Very much so.

NEWMAN:

And yet there are all kinds of contradictions apparently or
implausabilities. Is it possible that he was set up himself,
that he let his name and his closeness to the Hoffa family
uh unwittingly and is able now to maintain a certain degree
of wounded innocence because he was partly set up? You see
what I mean?

STANECKT :
You're looking for the word betrayed.

NEWMAN:
Alright betrayed yeah.

STANECKI:

Uh I asked him about it. It's irn the interview. Iisten to
it. Uh I can't get it out of my mind. Uh he won't admit to
it.

NEWMAN:

Yeah but see by, by virtue of his being betrayed if he was
betrayed that would involve his lying about it now. That's
what I'm trying to say. So on the one end his wounded
innocence is genuine in that he was wounded. On the other
hand he's not so innocent because if he was betrayed he's
not telling the whole truth about what happened on that day.

STANECKI:
If indeed he can tell the truth.

NEWMAN :
If he can tell the truth.

STANECKI :
You know?
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NEWMAN : <
What do you mean by that?

STANECKI :
Exactly what I said, If indeed he can tell the truth.

NEWMAN : :
If he is allowed to tell the truth or if he is capable of
telling the truth?

STANECKI :
Uh we were supposed to do this a long time ago and he had
to search out permission.

NEWMAN :
Um hmm.

STANECKT :
To do -the interview and when I pressed him on permission from
whom uh he wouldu't tell me.

NEWMAN:
Yeah. Jerry thanks for talking with us. We'll talk later,

STANECKT :
Bye bye.

NEWMAN :
Thank you Jerry.

(Irrelevant)
Now Jerry Stanecki with Chuckie O'Brien.

STANECKI :

Chuckie O'Brien, described as a central figure in the Hoffa
probe, the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa, July 30, 19/5. Why?
Why a central figure?

CHUCKIE O'BRIEN:

Well I, I don't know the question why, question why to me has
uh been very, very important in my, my everyday life since
this tragedy happened. I just think that uh the imagination
of a certain individual and today with the, the magic of um
the media, magic of television, the magic of uh the writing
press, I think that when an individual has a, a, an evil
mind or thinks evil such as the individual who created this,

oy
(o
w




= e s g o - TR A L AEORYS S P AT e S arrrris 0

@ - ‘ @

N B

this myth of uh Chuckie O'Brien being a central figure, uh
did what any script writer in Hollywood could do uh with a
few facts and some people's names and uh I think that uh
the hysteria that was created uh about myself uh got such
attention from the press, that once it got started it's like
anything else uh it couldn't, it, they couldn't stop it and
uh imagination ran wild. Imagination rau wild with a lotta
people. And fortunately again I say when that imagination
runs wild you can think a lotta things and I still think
that uh when it's all over with and the real facts are,

are brought forth that myself as an individual will be com-
pletely exonerated from charges that are unfounded.

STANECKT : |
Alright lemme ask you this now. Do you think that Hoffa is
dead?

O'BRIEN:

Well that's a tough question to ask me because number one I've
never given up hope uh that uh that he isn't. Uh as time

goes on and uh and as uh the uh months pass, the days pass,

uh I'11 never give up hope. I, I'm just, just hoping that

uh whoever created this instant or whatever happened to him
that, that he is still alive.

STANECKI:

We know that Jimmy Hoffa is missing. He is presumed dead,
uh missing since July 30, 1975. Allegations have been made
that you were used to set him up, to pick him up.

O'BRIEN:
Well Jerry if you believe that then you oughta go out of
this studio and get yourself a job on a dock because I feel
that you have uh the ability as a street reporter and lotta
more experience thatn I have and you know me and I think
every person in this city that's ever dealt with me knows

. my affiliation with Mr. Hoffa. And I say it publicly for

" the first time because I've said it publicly before and
nobody's ever printed it but before I would ever let .any-
thing happen to him whoever would do what they tried to do
to him or whatever happened they'd have to do it to me first.

STANECKI : :
I'11l correct you. It was printed, it was printed in the

Playboy article that I did.

O'BRIEN:
 That's right. You did...
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STANECKI:
Quoting you that you say you'd go first.

O'BRIEN:
That's right.

STANECKI :

Alright let's get down to the facts of the thing. The allega-
tions around the entire disappearance, uh the allegations that
you set him up, you were used to pick him up. What did you
do that day? You haven't said publicly what you did. Did
you pick Jimmy Hoffa up that day?

O'BRIEN:

Well the reason I haven't said publicly what I've done because
I, I learned uh over my short span in, in life and I, I learned
probably everything I, I owe uh as far as knowledge is to,

to Mr. Hoffa, that when something like this happens he always
said that if any tragedy happens or anything that happened is
instead of running around beating your gums you should sit
down and try to figure out what happened and try to find out
how you get to the meat of the coconut. Uh, I volunteered
uh if you're well aware to come to this city uh to talk to
the authorities. I sat down and I talked with people who I
thought were sincere and were doing a job not because of the
name of Hoffa but because au individual had disappeared. I
couldn't have beeu anymore thorough or more, anymore honest
in the two appearances I made before those people and I say
those people I'm talkin' about the FBI, the state police and
a lieutenant from Bloomfield Hills and I tried to explain to
him uh and to all of them as best I could what my movements
were and unfortunately uh the trust that I, I put into the
people that were interviewing me was a mistake because they
weren't concerned about the truth that I would say to them
that day or the following time I was interviewed by 'em but
would misrepresent what I was saying, uh leak things to the
press, uh in, in one or two sentences and not the total ques-
tion to what O'Brien did that day and they kuow full and well
that that particular day and they know full and well that
particular week that uh I was iu the process of, of moving
to my new assignment. Uh I didn't have any transportation.
Un I was putting my schedule in a, in a position that uh,
that uh I was getting a ride from where I was staying with
some friends to my office and then after I got through with
my duties at the office uh in the evening I would work out
some type arrangement to get a ride back to uh where I was
staying until I left the city. And unfortunately the, the,
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the place that I was being picked up for probably a period

of ten days happened to be the shopping center uh where Red
Machus' Restaurant is and uh I think that with me being there

if I were to said I was at uh at Twelve Mile and Telegraph at

uh the Ramada Inn Drive-In I don't think that uh Chuckie O'Brien
woulda had the type of publicity that uh was generated by me
being in the particular area where they found Mr. Hoffa's car.

' STANECKI :
Back to my question. Did you see Jimmy Hoffa that day?

O'BRIEN:
No I did not.

STANECKI :
Did you pick him up that day?

O'BRIEN: _ ‘

I, I did not pick him up. If I had did, if I had picked him
up uh Jerry and I say this to you and to the whole world,
Jimmy Hoffa would be sitting in this studio today talking to
you. .

STANECKI :
Rumors aud reports, allegations - Charles "Chuckie" O'Brien
was used to set Jimmy Hoffa up.

O'BRIEN:

Well again I'm gonna say to you uh unequivocally as I said

to the FBI aud to the state police and if they don't believe
Chuckie O'Brien then it's about time they go to a grand Jjury,
they submit whatever I said to them and they should indict me.

STANECKI :
What did you say to the grand jury?

O'BRIEN: '
I, I didu't talk to the grand jury.

STANECKI:
Why?

O'BRIEN: :

For two reasoas. I, I felt that uh I spent some total of
nineteen, nineteen hours with the FBI, with that state police
and with any other authority who wanted to talk to me and I
felt that I was sincere and honest because at that point I
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didn't have to talk to anybody. I coulda said to the FEI
look I don't wanna talk to you and went about my business
and rightfully under the law I didn't have to talk to no
one, I didn't have to volunteer anything. And then after

I did that and after I was subject to the, the type of
press, type of television, the type of news writing and
every journal in America writing about how I set up Jimmy
Hoffa I was subpoenaed to a grand jury. Now I found out

one thing about a grand jury - a grand jury are a bunch

of citizens sitting there who know nothing about the law.
It's to me like a Kangaroo Court. You go in there, you

sit down, and you've got one prosecutor or two prosecutors
representing the government and if you try to be honest with
that grand jury the only thing that's gonna happen to you

is that they're gonna tell the grand jury that you're a liar
and that uh this, this individual whether it be myself or
anybody else should be indicted because they broke the law
under this section and the grand jury's gonna say okey we'll
indict him.

STANECKI: -
Did you borrow Joey Giacalone's car that day?

O'BRIEN:
Yes I did.

STANECKI :
For what reason?

O'BRIEN:

Well sitting in my office minding my own business I, I get

a call on the intercom and girl said uh Chuckie can you come
here a minute? I said yeah. I went outside and one of our
drivers from an air freight company was standing there with
this large huge box and it was dripping and uh I said what
do you want? He said uh I have a delivery for M. Holmes.

So I said well he's not here but I'll accept delivery. 1
said what's in there? He said there's a, there's a fish in
there. So when I got this, received this box and signed for
it I told Mr. Holmes' secretary I said uh what are we gonna
do with this thing I said it's, it's startin' to get wishy
washy I could hear the water goin' back and forth and I said
uh, uh I guess we oughta take it to his house. So I called
around, there was nobody available and the only thing that
came to my mind is I knew that uh Joe being uh very close

to me and uh office was maybe uh ten, fifteen minutes away.
I called him and I said uh what are you doin'? He said well
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I'm, I'm tied up I've pot some meeting and so forth and uh

] said can I use your car? He said yeah he said but uh you
rotta bring me right back to the office drop me off. So he
came over and as he, I looked for him uh from the second
floor and he pulled up in front of the building and I started
down the stairs with this large box and uh with water drippin'’
and red stuff was comin' out and it got all over my shirt,
got all over my pants and you know you, it happen to you
you'd say gee-manee Christmas ya know what's ya know how am

I gonna get this off? So when I got outside he uh well I'll
put it in the trunk. I said no let's put it in the back

seat and I got some newspaper and, and put it on the floor
and there's a hump in the car as you know in the back seat
where the transmission is and the box was sitting that way.
He said what's in there? And I said fish and uh he said oh
okay and that was the end of that and I dropped him off and

I then proceeded to deliver this fish to Bob Holmes' house.

STANECKI:
Okay you're at the Holmes' house now talking to his wife.
What happened next?

O'BRIEN:

She opened the box and she said to me what am I gonna do
with this thing? You know I looked in there and here's this
great big salmon weighed about sixty pounds. I said well I
said you know you're gonna have to cut it up and I, she said
I'm not, I can't cut that thing up so I said well all the
insides are out of it. I said just chop the head off and
then make steaks out of it. So I took the head off for her
and most women you know they don't like to fool around with
the head of a fish and I took that off for her and I started
slicin' it for her and she was wrappin' it and, and she

said I'1l put it in the freezer. That, that when I said
well I'm gonna leave and I left. And after I...

STANECKI :
Do you know what time that was?

O'BRIEN:
Uh that had to be 1:15, in about that area there, 1:20.

STANECKI :
Alright.

O'ERIEN:

And when I left I said uh I looked in, in the car and I said
God I got this car all screwed up in the back. So I took
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the car and I went down Farmington Road uh or 0ld Grand
River not Farmington to a car wash and I went took the car
in the car wash and car was almost empty you know with no
gas in it so I said fill it up and I said clean it out and
I said clean out that back real good because I spilled some,
some fish blood in the back of the car. And the car came
through and vh I went inside and I talked to assistant
manager of the, of the establishment uh, uh who I previously
had known when he worked over at another Jack Car Wash and
we were just talkin' about normal things and after the car
was clean I left.

STANECKT :
Again what time?

O'BRIEN:
Oh it had to be quarter to two, two o'clock in, in that
area there.

STANECKI:
Where'd you go from there?

O'BRIEN:

I made one more stop at the uh, at uh the Southfield Athletic
Club and uh from there I spent maybe ten minutes, twelve
minutes there and jumped in the car and, and shot down the
expressway and uh brought the car back to uh Joe's office and
he brought me back to the office, said good-bye to him and uh
went back upstairs and waited for uh my ride to take me back
uh to where somebody was supposed to pick me up in the even-
ing.

STANECKI :

There's conflicting reports and the FBI claims that dogs out
of Philadelphia, trained dogs found uh scents uh and traces

of hair and blood that they believed belonged to Jimmy Hoffa
in that car.

O'BRIEN: :

Well I'm gonna tell you what I told the FBI, That if I
could have one of their cars for a week I'd put it Adolph
Hitler or I'd put Edgar J. Hoover in that car because I know
one thing uh at no time did Jimmy Hoffa know what kinda car
Joey Giacalone dro, drove and he never saw Joey Giacalone's
car and there's just no way that Jimmy Hoffa was in Joey
Giacalone's car period. And uh I dortt care if they bring
Rinny Tin Tin from Hollywood but they ain't gonna, they're
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not gonna convince me, they might convince their ownselves
but you know Jerry as well as I know that lemme have your
car and if I wanna frame somebody I'll frame you.

STANECKI :

But for the record uh and I say for the record now the

FBI did announce that they, they found or their test found
that the, the substance found in there was not human blood.

O'BRIEN:
Well yeah sure they had...

STANECKT :
And then they backed off on it.

O'BRIEN:

They had to admit that there was no auman blood in there
because they knew, they knew themselves. Uh Jim Esposito
in his wildest imagination knew that there was no human
blood in there that it was fish tlood.

~ STANECKT :
Of the FEBI.

O'BRIEN:
Of the FBI. He knew that. He, he knew that I told the truth.

STANECKI:
Why do you think Hoffa was killec?

O'BRIEN:

I couldn't answer that question because there's so many crazy
things that are happening in this world today as wé're all
well aware of it. Uh things that happen on spontaneous you
don't know why. And I couldn't answer that question. I, Tve
. thought about that for a long time Jerry and I couldn't under,
-1 couldn't in my wildest dreams could ever say why would some-
body wanna do harm to him because he never, he never did
anything but good for people and uh he was uh as far as I'm
concerned the greatest labor leader that uh this country will
ever see for my lifetime.

STANECKI: '
Rumors were on the street that Jimmy Hoffa was talking with
the Federal Government spilling the beans if you will about
deals involving the Teamsters Union and the Mafia, uvh Vegas
deals in return for a deal that would see a 1980 restri¢tion
dropped. Do you believe that Jimmy Hoffa was talking to the
government?
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O'BRIEN:

Never in his 1life. They know that, you know that, you've
talked to that man and lemme tell you something. We all
have faults but in, never in, in your life will you ever
believe that Jimmy Hoffa would talk to the government rela-
tive to anything. And again that word that is used so much
uh as far as I'm concerned and I think they're just sbout
running out of uh out of wearin' it out I think it's been
re-thread about 90 million times, it's the questioun of the
Mafia and this and that ard everything else because you
know Jerry that the licensing that goes on the, the strict
control of organ, of the, of gambling in Las Vegas uhyu
know uh it's about time somebody started saying that uh the
hysteria is not there.

STANECKI:
Are you saying that the Mafia is not iuvolved with the
Teamsters Union? '

O'BRIEN:

I'm sayin' it. I'm sayin' it and I don't know who the Mafia
is but whoever, whoever you think the Mafia is is not in-
volved with the Team...

STANECKI:
Well orsanized crime then.

C'BRIEN: :
Uh organized crime's not involved with, with the Teamsters.

STANECEI:
Tony Provenzano.

O'BRIEN:

Tony Provenzano is a rank and file officer, he was elected
by his membership, uh he was uh elected under the rules that
the government has set up (unintelligible) and th he's a
hard, hard, hard uh working officer of the local union.

STANECKI : :

Alright Tony Provenzano, his name has come up in the Hoffa
disappearance, he allegedly was to meet with Jimmy Hoffa to
settle some old grudge. Uh to bury the hatchet if you will.
This the theory hehind...

O'BRIEN:
I don't know, I don't know what kinda grudge they have.
Uh, uh, I, I...
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STANECKT :

They had a fight in prison.

O'BRILEN:
That's a lie, that's a lie. It's the biggest lie that ever
came down the pipe.

STANECKI :
You don't believe that.

O'BRIEN:

Never happened. I went to that penitentiary for 58 months
and never missed a time goiu' there. I accompanied uh, uh
Mrs. Hoffa there on every visit she went to and there were
many times that uh as a family between Josephine, myself
and Mrs. Provenzano or her three daughters. We stayed to-
gether at a motel, stayed there two days or three days so
that, that they could visit their father and she could visit
her husband for the three hours that they were allowed and
the closeness that they had in that, in that prison and the
closeness they had on the outside and to say that they had
a fight in that prison is the wildest, ridiculous thing I
ever heard.

STANECKT :
Well how did Tony Provenzano's name get into it?

O'BRIEN:
I think that again it goes back to imagination.

STANECKTI :
Do you think that Frauk Fitzsimmons had anything to do with
the disappearance?

O'BRIEN:
Never, never,

STANECKI : _
There was not good blood between Hoffa and Fitzsimmons.

O'BRIEN:
I don't believe that,

" STANECKI:

What do you mean?

O'BRIEN:

- I, I'm not buyin' that. I think there was a, there was a,

a close friendship there and I think there were a lotta
people on the outside that tried to turn the friendship or
the closeness around to where there wasn't.
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STANECKI :
Jimmy Hoffa by his owu admissio. said he, that, that
Fitzsimmons was a, a dirty double lying double crosser.

O'BRIEN:

Well I think that uh a lot of, a lot of the remarks that
were made were brought oun by, by anxieties aud by uh, uh
people who wanted to create a difference between two humau
beings who had been together for a long time.

STANECKT :

There's a theory, strictly a theory, that Hoffa was hit by
a third party tryin' to make a power play so that it would
look like Fitzsimmous was involved so the third party could
move iu to the power of the Teamsters Union. Is that so
far fetched?

O'BRIEN:

I believe . it's, uh I believe it's again the, the, the
imagination of somebody's miud. Uh let's be honest with
ourselves and, and, and I've, I've discussed this many,

many times w1th w1th uh, w1th with uh Mr. Hoffa. Uh you
kuow and I know and we all know that there was a restriction
placed on him and uh there was no way that he could run uh
for office as long as that restriction was there. Now you
know that Jerry.

STANECKI:
But rumors were that the court was ready to overturn it.

O'BRIIN:
Well...

STANECKI:

The Attorney Geueral of the United States sent a memo to
the President of the United States saying he felt it was
an unconstitutional restriction.

O'BRIEN:
Now whlch Attorney General of the United States YOU.eow

STANECKI:
Levi,

O'BRIEN:
Levi did?

STANECKT :
Yes.
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O'BRIEN:
Uh huh.

STANECKI:
And Levi lady, later publicly deniec that he did that.

O'BRIEN: .
That's right.

STANECKI :
But he also said..e.

O'BRIEN:

Jimmy loffa never got a break from the courts at a higher
level that I know of. We uncovered the FBI blatantly uh
wiretapping, surveilling lawyers, uh bugging rooms...

STANECKI :
In Tennessee,

O'BRIEN:
In Tennessee.,

STANECKT :
Right.

O'BRIEN:

Ard, and would we win? We had uh two weeks of heariug and
the results were the motion denied, motion denied in the 6th
Circuit and motion denied in the Supreme Court of the United
States. So you know when they talk about uh, uh that Jimmy
Hoffa was going to uh have something re, that was restricted
on him changed. That'll never happen.

STANECKI :

What about all these people that all these names, the
Briguglio brothers, Tony Provenzano, uh Fitzsimmons, the
Andretta brothers? Uh why are all these names brought in?
Why cdid Steven Andretta spend all the time in prison for not
talking to the grand jury? Uh is this a goos chase or are
these people involved?

O'BRIEN:

I think it, I think it is uh, I, I think that the, the
situation of Stevie uh, uh the time he spent uh in jail I
think that uh I think that it was done because of the, of the
hysteria and I think he again took the position - I woulda
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took the same position., I would not of talked to the grand
jury. They coulda give me immunity I wouldn't talk to the
grand jury and I would have probsbly been in the same place
they were uh that, that Stevie went. Not because you had
anything to hide but you wanted to protect yourself...

STANECKI :

What about the Briguglio brothers?
O'BRIEN:

What about 'em? One, one...
STANECKI :

Allegedly an enforcer for Tony Provenzano.

O'BRIEN:

Well that's again the imagination of uh uh, of of some
writer. Everybody's an enforcer, everybody's a bodyguard
uh, uh you know it Jjust, it gets to be ridiculous at a time.

STANECKI:
Were you Jimmy Hoffa's bodyguard?

O'BRIEN:

He was my bodyguard. I had the best bodyguard in the world
with him around. He never needed a bodyguard in his life.
He always said one thing - when you need a bodyguard you got
a guilty conscience. And uh, ya know, uh it uh it always
stayed in the back of my mind. Uh bodyguard uh, well this
ridiculous.

STANECKI :
Chuckie were you used?

O'BRIEN:
Never,

STANECKI :
Were you used to set up Hoffa?

O'BRIEN: | :
Never happen in a million years. They'd have to (unintelligible)
me first Jerry.

STANECKI :
Do you think you are going to be indicted for the disappearance
of Hoffa?




O'BRRILN:
Well lemme just say this, My imaginntion is pettin' as well
as nome of the press nnd some of Lhe, Lhe people who work

for the United Stales Justice Department and 1 could say
only one thing, - that uh, that uh I do not uh put aside uh,
uh somebody creating a wild uh indictment. I just got
through being defended by Mr. Pritchard in the wildest in-
dictment that I could ever dream of and I've been indicted
four times as you're well aware of and all four indictments
that I was indicted on I won and they were, they were brought
down on me because I was part of the Teamsters Union because
I was as close association to Mr. Hoffa. I wasn't indicted
because of Chuckie O'Brien, I was indicted because I was close
to, at that time and still would be and will always be to
Jimmy Hoffa.

STANECKT :
What about the fact that Jimmy Hoffa, Jr. says that you
weren't close?

O'BRIEN:
Well you know again I'm gonna tell you...

STANECKI:
You're highly suspect in the words of Jimmy, Jr.

O'BRIEN:

Listen I can understand, I can understand emotion and I
think that young Jim has had a lotta time to think about

it and uh I think that if question was presented to me uh
again I don't think he would come down with a wild statement.

STANECKI:
But yet you told me that you thought he would be sitting
there having a drink celebrating your conviction.

- O'BRIEN: ‘ |
Well, I, I said that because again you see uh...

STANECKT : _
Then again they came out and said you weren't the foster

son, that's a lie.

O'BRIEN:

Well listen uh you know what? It, it, it's, it's a funny
thing in this world when people can deny a relationship uh
that I had and still in my heart have with the Hoffa family.
- Uh Jimmy, Jr. and whoever in that family wants to say what
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they wanna say, I know, I know what I've done in my lifetime
and I'm not gonna never put myself in the position to take
and say to you or to anybody publicly but my personal feel-
ings are relative to that family. I think that belongs to
me and it'll always stay with me and if Jimmy, Jr. wants

'to say something that's his prerogative. But he's the one
that's gonna have to live with it. He's the one that's
gonna have to get up in the morning and look in the mirror
and he knows when he looks in that mirror that the things

he said about Chuckie are really not true.

STANECKI: :
He accused you of being a part of the disappearance of
Jimmy Hoffa. Uh he made a (unintelligibleg about you not
taking a lie detector test. Is Jimmy Hoffa, Jr. beyond
suspicion in the disappearance of his father?

O'BRIEN: -

Ch I think so Jerry. I, I, I, I, to say that uh about Jim
uh is ridiculous because uh Jim is his real son, his true
son and as far as uh birth is concerned and uh he loved his
father deeply and uh never uh never could that ever happen.

STANECKI :
Why did he deny taking a lie detector test?

O'BRIEN:

Well look at uh I'd, be like uh your son uh something happen
to you and your son taking a lie detector test. I mean to
somebody to pose that question to him is wrong. Uh I can
understand them posing a question of a lie detector testto

me and you know it's like I told you on the phone from
Florida. Uh I gave Jim Esposito a challenge and I still

keep that challenge open. If he wants to take a lie

detector test relative to, to him saying Jimmy Hoffa was

in that car uh I'll take one with him. And I know one thing.
He ain't gonna pass it. No way will he pass it and uh I
haven't uh heard the FBI or Mr. Esposito call me and say he'd
take the test. He knows he can't take that test because he'd
get perjury and you know the FBI's in enough trouble as it is
now and uh I hateto see another Agent get caught with perjury.

STANECKI: _
Back to the question. Do you think you will be indicted for
the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa?

O'BRIEN:

I've changed my mind. Uh, I, I, I, I happen to have uh,
uh a lawyer who uh I have all the coufidence in the world
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in. Uh he's directed me uh to a point, Clyde Uh Pritchard
has directed uh better than any lawyer I've ever had in my
life and I've had some, some top lawyers with top names aund
to help me in, in different situations and Clyde has changed
my mind uh tremendously because uh he explained oue thing to
me. There are some people that go to work and they take
Something personal. There are sone people that go to work
that are devoted to the law aud to what the law means for
the people in this country. I think that the Attoruey
General that's uh now here in office uh...

STANECKI :
The U.S. Attorney in Detroit.

O'BRIEN:

The U.S. Attoruney in Detroit is a man who is takiug a job
for the people this, of this state aud representing the
United States Govermment, the United States Justice Depart-
ment is not gouna be (unintellirible) or, or ruu through
uh, uh a hysteria thing where he's gonna come down and sign
a buuch of crazy indictments.

STANECKI :

Do 7ou think if Fhil Vau Dam was uh the U.S. Attorney here
six months ago you would have been indicted ou the pis-
demearcr charge?

O'BPIZI:

I think that if uh,if vh what I read about Mr. Van Dam and

I don't know him, I don't know hom rerscnally but what I read
about him and what he says about tne law and what he, his
application of the law is, I would say.that he uh would have
taken a, taken a closer look at the indictment, an indictment
of law not of, not uh just atn iudictment to uh to put some-
tody in, in, in the, in the squeeze because it was a squeeze
because I was told (unintelligible) uh 2 finger was pointed
at me and he says I'm gonna get You.

STANECEI : '
Alright so they're sgueezing you, they're pushing on you,
they're squeezing on you. What do they want from you?

C'BRIEN: .

Well uh yesterday they got a pound. I don't know how much
more pounds they want. Uh I'm on a diet and I'm uh, I'm
Iryin' to get as skinny as I can zut uh, uh I don't think,
I don't think that the United States Attorney uh Mr., uh Phil
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uh Van Dam is going to allow somebody from his department
Lo run into his office, lay down a bunch of crazy indict-
ments and say this has rotta hapren because it's true.
Because I know one thing. U wheayou charge somebody with
an indictment uh whether it be a misdemeanor like the one
I had or a more, much more serious indictment you're not
gonna do it out of hysteria, you're gonna take your time
and look at it because to indict somebody and run 'em in a
courtroom and then not prove that indictment is gonna be
embarrassing on, on, on not only yourself but it's gonna
embarrass the United States Department of Justice.

STANECKI :

Alright rumors out of the, out of the Justice Department
they wanna squeeze Chuckie C!Brien, they wanna put the
pressure on O'Brien because they think O'Brien has the
auswers to the disappearance of Hoffa. You are now facing
up to a year in jail on a misdemeanor convic, convic, uh
conviction. If you get that Year in jail and they're gonna
be pushing hard to get that year because they wanna squeeze
you, the want you to talk.

O'BRIEN:

Well Jerry lemme ask vou a question. If you spend nineteen
hours with the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the state police and anybody that was connected with that
investigation what more can I tell 'em?

STANECKI :
Then why are they leaning on you?

O'BRIEN:
Why ?

STANECKI:
Yeah.

C'BRIEN:

Uh ‘again it goes back to, to what I told you from the start.

Uh something got rampant. They couldn't stop it after it

got rampant and what the heck uh I was convicted yesterday

of a misdemeanor but nobody I would say in the community

unless they look closely at a paper would know I was con,
convicted of misdemeanor. Everything that they said whether

it be on uh the news media uh or uh on the paper was that, that
it all wound up being something part of the Hoffa investigaticn.
Uh chief uh, uh, uh chief...
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STANECKT :
Ceptral figure.

O'BRIEN:

Central figure whatever you wanna have in an investigation
and I wasn't convicted because, because of myself as in,
as doing something wrong. I was convicted because of the
hysteria of the newspaper.

STANECKI :
Alright Chuckie rumors were that Jimmy Hoffa was talking to
the government trying to make a deal. You say no way.

O'BRIEN:
No way.

STANECKT :

But if the rumor is on the street and the so called mob,

the Mafia, the organization, whatever you wanna call it,

if or if, if it doesn't exist, but let's say that organized
crime in this country according to the senate committees and the
governnent they profess it does, Now in their mind how are

they gonna know that Jimmy Hoffa wasn't talking? The word

was out it was a death warrant more or less alright? What

about you? A central figure in the Hoffa disappearance. Are
you afraid for you life?

C'BRIEN:
No I'm not afraid for my life., Uh...

STANECKI:
Is there somebody worried that Chuckie O'Brien may break
down, may talk, may be a key to this thing?

C'BRIEN:
The only guy I can.think about worrying about:would be
Esposito.

STANECKI :
Why?

O'BRIEN:

Uh hes uh he seems to think that uh I'm the key to the lock
uh to this uh investigation and uh its Just notthat, it's just
not true and lemme just say something to you Jerry about
worrying. Uh you worry about uh all kind of things in,

in this world but uh to worry about some harm comin' to you,
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you'd have gray hair or your hair would all fall out in
this business that I'm in because I've been threatened,
I've been threatened by some pretty good people. I've

had a house burned down, I've had uh all kiuda things
happen to me in my lifetime and if I was worried about uh
about something happening to me I'd, I might as well pick
up my tent and go out and get in a hole someplace and live
there the rest of my life and I'm not gonna live that way.

STANECKI :

Alright reports were that you were hiding from Tony Provenzano.
You uh hid out in Mobile, Alabama, ua you were laying low.
What about these reports? Were you aiding out?

O'BRIEN:

No, the, I, I, I, again I, I don't like to be sarcastic

about it but the, the day that they say I, I was hiding a
very personal friend of mine was getting married. He happened
to have probably five or six of the, of the uh Federal Bureau
of Investigation office in Los Angeles come to his wedding.

STANECKI :
Now you're talking about the Bobby Adell (phonetic) wedding.

O'BRIEN:

Yeah. And if I was hidiug the, the boss of the, the Bureau
from Los Angeles and five or six of the agents were there, I
was introduced to the, I sat down, said hello with them and,
and uh, uh and, and enjoyed ourselves at the wedding so if I
was hiding uh it's funny I got on an airplane and went to uh,
uh to my wife's home in uh in West Memphis.

STANECKT : »

Alright there's no question you weren't hiding there. What
I'm referring to is a Newsweek report recently that, that
you uh were avoiding Tony Provenzano.

O'BRIEN:

Oh I kuow what you're talkin'...
STANECKT :

At the convention in Vegas uh you...
O'BRIEN:

I had dinner with him and his wife uh and his uh, and uh,
and uh some of his people one night.

STANECKI :

Well how in the hell could somebody eport that you were
hiding and avoiding the man?
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O'BRIEN:

I don't know because I see, I see Tony Provenzano probably

uh, uh one day a week uh, uh in Florida. Uh I'l11 either

stop on a Saturday or Sunday and say hello to him, have
coffee with he and his wife and his daughter. Uh so you

know vh this thing about hiding is ridiculous. You know

I, I read that uh article in the paper and, and the Time
magazine and I couldn't believe it. I was on assigument

in Louisiana and you travel and, and I think Clyde has
traveled his lifetime aud I rentec a car from Hertz. So

I parked the car at, at the hotel where I stay in, the
Holiday Inn and you know crime is up in the United States,
there's a lotta car theft. They stnle my car. Well I don't
tell the guy who steals oy car, my ~ent-a-car, where to put
the car after he takes the tires of< of it. So he took the
car and took the tires off and took the radio out and took
the spare tire out and to all pclice report that was an
abandoned car right? Well I called Hertz and I said my,

I can't find my car Mr. Hertz it's beer stolen. So they

Say well make a police report. So I called the Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, Police Department and I s3aid uh sir my car's been
stolen in your city. It's a rent-a-car and here's the license
number and here's the rental slip. Thank you sir. Uh I, my
life don't stop because they stole my car. I had uh to leave,
I had to leave the city uh to go to another assignment., I
left the city of Baton Rouge. The next thing I know that uh,
that I'm hiding in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, I did five tele-
vision shows there because we had a campaign relative to the
right to work law which passed there. I was involved with
uh, uh national negotiations with uh, a large uh company uh
that is in the process of maxing paper uh I met with their
Vice-President of labor relations. Uh I spent four weeks
there, now you can't hide in Baton Rouge when you're on tele-
vision and I left there because uh I had another assignment
and then I went home. Uh my wife's been, been very ill which
you're aware of and I had to go back home because she was
getting ready to go to Mayo Clinic. The next thing I know is
O'Brien's car is abandoned i. Baton Rouge and he's hiding.
You know how do I change that? I mean I'm just one individual.
How do you get Time magazine to turn that story around? I
don't know how you do that. But I do know one thing - that uh
I made my mind up uh over this last six or seven months and I
only waited 'til this case of mine uh came to a conclusion
that the people who talk about O'Brien better be ready to be
sued because I'm gonna go after 'em now becauset I'm tired
of my family being subject to the type of press that's been
coming down from uh these uh weirdo magazines and uh publications
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and uh I'm not putting myself in the process to, to uh start
suing; these people and let ‘enm step up and say now uh they
geparate the truth uh from the falsities and uh I'm gonna
come out and I'm gonna start uh as Muhammad Ali said I'm
gonna float like a butterfly and sting like a bee. And
that's my intention.

STANECKI :

Alright. Uh several months ago the Detroit News printed a
series of copyrighted stories uh of tape recordings, alleged
tape recordings and buggings of the FBI of Tony Giacalone,
reputed Detroit Mafioso enforcer and so forth and so forth,
In those stories they made an alleration...

O'BRIEN: -
Let me correct you in omne thing about Tony.

STANECKI: - -
Reputed I said.

O'BRIEN:

You give him all the titles but uh I know him in my whole
life as Tony and uh that's just the way uh I know him. And

I don't know about all the *itles Yyou're giving him but I
krow him as a person, as a humar. being, as a family man a.d
vh that's just the way I'm gonna talk about Tony as far as
Tony's concerned. And uvh I know whit you're gonna talk about
and uh I can say only thing to you is that uh I think uh I
can't remember his name uh saw him vesterday on television,
day before uh he said some right things about the Detroit
News. Uh and I go along a hundred nercent what Riegel said.
They have turned that newspaper into uh an Enquirer because
when they could put the kind of uh falsities that they put

in the newspaper, to downgrade somebtiody and that's all it was.
I, where were all these wiretaps?

STANECKI :
Alright so they...

C'BRIEN:
I wanna kiow where they're at. Give 'em to me. I haven't
Seen no wire...

STANECKI : : '
Alright they say, they claim in that that your mother was a
good friend of Mrs. Hoffa, Josephine Hoffa.

O'BRIEN:
- Lifelong friend.
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STANECKI :

And your mother allegedly set Hoffa up for a burglary that

Hoffa, that Giacalone was reportedly going to, to handle in
Hoffa's Washington apartment, They said some, some pretty

dread things. about your mother.

O'BRIEN: ‘
Well first, first of all...

STANECKI : v ‘

I know when I called you about it You said you couldn't talk
about it publicly then because of the trial coming up. Uh
now what do you got to say?

O'BRIEN: _ »

First of all uh my mother's passed awvay and her soul rest in
reace. ..And as far as I'm concerned she was one of the greatest
ladies that uh the good Lord put on this earth. What the
Detroit News said about her is, is a disgrace. Uh first of

all it's kinda ridiculous to think that uh, uh someone is gonna
rob somebody else and what they gonna, what, what's gonna be,
what's gonna be gained by sone type of robbery? And it just,
it's so ridiculous that I wouldn't even waste the time to even
try to talk about it because it's just so untrue. 1It's Just...

STANECKI :

Well what is all this? I mean it keeps popping up time after
time and uh again uh alleged Mafia members uh organized crime.
Is this whole thing uh, uh, a, a conc, @& conc, a concert to do
away with the Teamsters Union?

O'BRIEN:

Well I'll tell u what. Uh they been singin' that song for
the last 25 years that I know of and uh it, I guess it's a
popular song to sing. I mean uh people like the intrigue.

I, I guess, I wish I owned a piece of the Godfather, I, they
did pretty good with that movie. And uh public and uh and the
people that watch that kind of uh rhetoric I guess uh I guess
it, it's somethin' that they like and uh you know right that's
the popular theme. Uh who, who be next? I don't know.

STANECKI : ' .

Alright. It was told to me recently that and also I uh right
after it was told to me about a week later a uh story came out
I think out of Miami uh a former alleged hit man in Chicago
for the mob is writing a book and said that Jimmy Hoffa was
hit because Jimmy Hoffa was the man that went to Sam Giancana
.in Chicago to set up a hit. The CIA reportedly is behind
Hoffa's assassination.
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O'BRIEN:

Well if they are they're, they're, they're a busy organization.

STANECYI:
I that too far fetched?

C'BRIEN:

Yeah it, it's, it's, it's, it's uh James Bond I mean you know
uh, uh they rot enough »roblems to worry about the security
of this countrv, They're not gon