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SEIFY N3 /' K ﬁ?
‘ LJI]‘ PER DL:rA LETTEH
DaATED J.ﬁ a8 ZUU

T

v
-
From: Director, FBI
Subject: JAHFS,%ENHAH ~ %
. SPECIAL INQUIRY )
i Refarence is made to your lattcr dated January 16, 1950, °8Pti°n°d
&s above. -
; R / This Bureau has net conducted any i.ndependent 1nveatigation concerning
: Burnham. In comnection with another investigation, however, he advised the -
’ Bureau in March 1949 that he had been active in the "Trotskyite” Movement ia ;
, New York City, from 1933 until 1940. L e
: The "Trotskyite® l[ovement is composad of individuals who follow the - bIC

- b7
~ teachings of Leon Trotsky, one of the leaders of the Russian Revolution who h =
" gubsequently broke with Stalin and went into exila\ He was murdered in

uexico in 1940. _ L \
. i' PrOfelaor Burnham at.at.ed he attended a meeting of t.he Socialiﬂt '
Workers Party at Cleveland, Ohio, in February 1940.

. The Socialist Workers Party has been designated by the Attorney
Qeneral as an organization which seeks to alter the forn of Government of the
‘{ United States by unconstitutional means. .

Workers Party, which took place in Cloveland, Ohio, in February 1940,
and James Burnhim. This group
opposed the major roup of the Socialist Workers Party headed

W(I}amon. The group was opposed to the Stalin regime in / /\
the acquisition of naw territories in Europe, and they referred to such . / /
acquisition gs being.primarily imperialistic,. - The group haaded by James _,.w

1sn__.. CANNON, O 'péﬁ jélg! gnnd, while not favoring the S’oa t regime, conte é /

—-———that, since the* oviet Unlon was the only motkorland q!d)o e Proletariat, it
wE___wag ssgential- that!'kll- ‘working elemsnts aupport. t.he viet Unigp in spit.e of / /f/ l!

\:@' ‘ Reliable informants advised that the meeting of the Socialiat-
Y
b

- Glavin I A)

wamie = leadqﬁah;p of Haae an® w? R

Rosen .

mw ' April 1940 at a Convention of the goéfa ﬁﬁ ch!kera Party, . %
Harbo group was suspended. The expallad gro diately ast.abliahqd &

oo, rocm, —mc{&g‘qJ 1Y
~IEFER23 0oY

cc - Foreign Serd
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themselves ag a separate o A ' e of "The- n’orkers Party"
with “Uadér date of May 21, 1940, Burnham
resigned Irom Lhe Workers Party, accorx

to the ®Supplement to Information
Bulletin No. 8 of the Workers Party (Natiemhl 0ffice).® The Bureau files do

not reflect any information that would indicate Burnham's current association
with either the Workers Party or the Sdcia)s;.st Workers FParty.

The Werkers Party has also beer cited by the Attorney General as an

organization which seeks to alter the form of Government of the United States
unconstitutionsl means. . :
by means l (62-60527-15721)

As of possible interest tq. your sources, ihere are enclosed herewith

a photostatic copy of "Supplement to “gnformation Bulletin No. 8 of the Workers
Party (National Office)" relative to Burnham's resignation from the Workers Party
and & copy of Burnham's biography as it appears on pages 121, 122 and 123 of the.
1941 edition of "Current Blography® publil}icd by the H. W. lllson Campany,
New York, New York.

(61-7559~2-1653; vCuprent Biography; 1941" - Bureau Library)
(Not on original -

According to the 1nf0rmat‘
|dated January 12, 1950

ity ey AT S TR
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CURRENT BIOGRAPHYthg;mmAIES@

190 " Erin ot SxcHcH-
q’ 3 )

Fublished By The He W. Wilson Company
Hew York, Hew York

BURNHAM, JAMES, Nov. 22, 1905~ Author; educator -

Address: b. New York University, Washington Sq, He! York City; h. 13? E.
73rd St., Hew York City -

o Critics reading James Durnham's The Managerial
decide exaotly what they had thers. 7o Lowic Corgy
defeatlism of a doctrinaire radical gone scmr," to
best recant books on political and spocig

wnlumnn (19h1) couldntt

| "one of the
the Bible of

not for the conclusions it impar'bs but for urbance 4o habitual thought
patiems which it w11l engender.® No ons at all found the predictions in this
book anything but glo but most found it absorbing and with masochistic

v thormghncs%of the lew York Times devoted two separate days to
‘reviewing 1%, ;  of its importance Was apparently. shamd by ot.hera..

: Burnhan says ho has excluded "all moral and emotional considerations” when
he writes that the trend of the times is toward an economy ruled by tho technical
and managerial middle classes, more efficient but far more ruthless than
capitalism, and Just as much an exploiting economy. He sees its fulleat
development in the Sovict Unionj he sees it in Qermany, which to him is a
young, new, rising soclal order®; he sees it foroshadowed in the New Deal,
whose "historigal direction....as a whols runs entirely counter to the ideals
-and alms of liberalism." He is squally olairvoyant about the War. The Unlted:
States will enter it in 1941, too late to save Britain but in time to seize much
- of the British FPmpire, will be gradually transformed by the crisis into one of
the managerial states described, and will swallow mest of the rest of the
western hemisphere. By this time the rest of the world will oonsist of two
superstates, with their centers of industry in western Furope and esastern
Asia, rospectively: There can follow only a serles of endless wars botween .
Tolemn the three superstates in their bids for world pover.
Ladd

Clegs____ | | comments that some of lr. Burnhamt'a ideas sould like

Gavtn ‘Hitler's, bu Hitler didn't invent them any more than Mr. Burnham did, -
o "and it s proved every time an acorn sprouts or an oak falls of its omn welght
— in a forest." Burnham's 1 tod to those of] |

Harte I . I am

llo}_ir

Tels. Room,
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Jamas Burnham was born in Chicago, Illinois on November 22, 1905, the son
of Claude George Burnhaam, Britishwborn exscutive vice-president of the
Burlington Railroad at the time of hie death in 1928, and of Mary May (ui.llia)
Burnham. Vhen he took his B.A. 8t Princeton in 1927 he was the Latin Salutatorian
(the equivalent of "first scholar') of his class. He continued his education
at, Oxford University in England; where he received a B.A. in 1929. Since that
time he has been & member of the Department of Fhilosophy at Washington Square
College of New York University, where he is now an assistant professor,

om 1930 to the end of 1933, he was co-aditor with
— of The Symposium, & critical review mm_mm'erly-
In 1932, tho year he recelved his L. A: from Oxford; ke and

published Introduction to Philosophical Analysis, a textbook for college
students whionh, according S« Re Langer, writing in the Journal of Fnilosophy,
was a book "writ‘t,en in the apirit of nodernity — a book with an unacademlc
mstropolitan atmosphere; alive, rapid, colloquial.. . Om the whole, the Introductics
to Philosophlcal 8is, despite mary shortcomings due to the extreme
difflculty of its > 18 & full and right-minded book; eould the detailed
elaboration of the work on],y have equalled in exce].lonce the gensral conception,
it would have been & paiagogical masterpiece.®

It was in 1933 thet Burnham first became associsted with thae political
group known as "Trotskyists" or "Fourth Internationalists.” As he himself
pute Lt "The officlal names of the group changed frequently; and the changes
would hardly be intelligible without a supplementery history of radical
politics during those years." DBatween 1933 and 1940 he was a froquent contributer -
to the Partissn E%viw and to "labor and radical® publications; at one time he
Wap o~ or o o New International, the theoretical magaalne of the United
States Trotekylstd; anmd in 1937 Ne Was author of & pamphlst entitled Peoples!

P

front againdt FaEclaKe

- Front; the E?fb—&rm%' attacking the Communist conception of a "peoples’

But his quarrels with Trotsky himself soon becams almost as bltter. In
1939 hewas carrying on a bitter polemical struggle with Trotsky, then still )
alive and in Mexico, and early in 1540 hLe broke definftively with the Trotskylsts.
"The basic reason for the break,” he says, "was my cenclusion that Marxism
is fulse, and that Uarxist politics in practice lead not to thelr alleged
goal of democratic socializm but to ohe or mother form of totalitarian
despotiom,” (In his book, however, he expresses his certainty that socialism
is impossible "of achievement or even of approximation," and that in any .
case the particular form of totalitarian despotism which he calls the
managerial soclety is more than probable.) Sinoe the bresk m.th Trotsky, he says,
"Y have had no politics,"

Mr. Burnham contributed one of the ten essays which comprise the boo'k,

~1 Vhose Ievolution?, published in 1941, and in November of that year an article
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DATE: 10-15-2007

DECLAGETFY OW: 256 3.301.6}
10=15=-2038
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ATRMAIL IAL DELIVERY"

Mr. J. Bdgar Hoov
Director,

U.S. Department of Ju
Washlngt on, D.C,

CLASSTFIED BY 603234 suc/bawiraslimne.

Ay

“Wuited States Bep&rtmcnt of ilwsttte
Fedreral Bureau of Inuestingation

Can 08 1 oRMATION CONTAINED
NEREZIN 15 UNCLASS IFIED BXCEPT

MAR 1 4 1997

Re: James Bur
SPECIAL INQUIRY

Dear Sir:

WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE,
o January 16, 1950,
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. 31 Jenusry 1950
DATE 10-15-2007 BY 60324 auc/hey/ré/l]

MEMORANDUM : | M |
" From: LCIR -OP-562R1 - i
To: Captaln :

1. Relative §o our telephone conwernation_ng:ihia date, I list below
the biographic material that I have on‘JAHES BURKHAN,

FATAIA

/?, L }fa; :
a. duathor; b. Ghicago. Illinois, lorember 22, 1965; . _Claude
ggm:ge and Wary Mayl(G1llim): A, Princeton. 1927; B.A., Oxford

['HEET'B?EET'FEIIUE..

’IMEMIQ' Coll, N.Y.U,, since 1920, Rditor: (with
o t?fﬁymponmm 1930-33. Author: (with |

C on to Phijoscphical Analysls, 1931; FheiManagerial

evoInti 1941- mgxugmmmum 1943; m#@:.mm for the ¥orld, L‘:fk
1947, Home - 4419 47th Street, W.VW,, Hauhineton. D.C., phone - Ordway g
5992, .

b. His mest recent book, The Strugele for the World, wae a huge
success and was condensed in "Life" magazine. His new book, Ehgﬁﬁgmggg
Defoat of Communiek, will appear next month. One chapter of it is the
leading article in this month's "American Mercury". It has been selec~
ted for distribution by the Catholic Book Club and will have the leading
review in the Naw York Times Took review section, written by its firet
string Yashington correspondent,

2. The lecture that he gave impressed both ryaelf snd a number of Reserve
ACIO's in attendance at the QomAirLant ACI Symposium from 26-27 January

of this year as being strictly in mccerdance with the party line. BURNAAM
admitted that he had extensive knowledge of Communism due to the fact

that he had been a Communist for a great many years (Trotekyite). He
sav the light in 1940 and became a good American cltizen ridding hlmaelf

of the party., i?/(:::
3. Might be of interest to note that included in the equipment that He ~
was able to sea while aboard the ¥DR was the “Davis Barrier®, : .

Boapectfully,

> RECORDED - 40 é;?éa 03 2 -
W .Z“T,\.V INDEXED -




- “Morch P8, 1951
., .7en . MEMORANDUN
L . BBt Jnurgjsuavxuy' .

o S ) o
e " This. Buresu ma ne'l: conducted any independent tnvestigaﬁon
. eoncerning Burnham. In eenncotion with another investigation, howevzr, 3.

.. he advised the Bureaw $n March 1949 that he kgd been gotive in the
- *-”Tratakytte" Movement in New m-x éity, from 933 until 1940.

The "Tratﬂ:yite" mﬁiﬂt 13 compos"a of tndividuale whé AR
o .fouow the teachings of Leon i aky, one of the legders of the . . T
- Rugsian Revolutien whe subsequgn$ly broke with Jtalin and went tnta N
' ezi.!a. He wos murdered tn ier¥eo !a 1940, - e

' Profeaser amham :tated ke andsd e mcﬁin of the
Socialtst ¥Yorkers Pary ot C'Ieveiand, &id, tn Feérury 1943, Co 4

T the B é““;i;t Yorkers Porty has bees deaignatcé by the .
Attomey General g8 an organizetion whidh seeks to glier the J‘orm oj
sovernment of #he United States by unconstitudienal meana. .

o Eeuable 1nf6mants 4m*y'u¢ -chaeg eu n"-g-;ng of “the R
.~ Soéeialigt ¥orkers Part ; ok B th 01 . Ohto, tn .y
., February 1940, wcs and Jomes ' .. .
[ -Burnhdme This group y group .

i h ataliat lfer&eu .Par v Waded by Jsmea P. Connons The Ca s
‘greup was _gppesed ‘teo 'bhe Stalin regime in the aequuition :

R new verritories i Burope, and thép rpferred o auch aequisitten '/ g
g ,M detng primirily {mpertelistic. Thgighoup headéd by James Po ;-
Gunnen, on ihe other herd; while nok- fgvering the Stalinist regime,
osntended that, sinde the Soviet Unimlg was the enly motherland of
the Prol&tariat, it was esaentisl that oll working clemente’ supperﬁ

ﬂw Soviet Union in_spite i --.;:Qﬁo/ le;darlhtpi o l*f:al;n.

»‘a

pian of g}m ﬂsetalist fﬂ:en Party,

. - U RE
- j’u Jpril 1240 at ad" d’u; > e
group was suspende " - iled ran nxedtasaly . -
eatab thenselves o gepgipbe i ‘the name ef

m__"The Workera Piriy" with onder
: :———-éai;c of May 22, 1840, Pur Ton ALk srxers Farty, -

[ oy -
am_—aecording to the ”.S’upp.'tmemt 7z ] ': 3 .lcﬁn No. &8 a,f 'bha
s, —__Norkers Purty (Nationgl foﬁ“ e lurmn Jiles de not refleet
s any information that would in eaw Purahen’s current dssectstion - -

___with either the Warksrs Party or Mﬁa@f;—_ hy: ialist l’orlnra .Party.

Belmont

o *Oﬂgmal tQ -G-2 -

Tels. Aoom

l'eJJ 6 /W# .....

Z Ax.gtllz ;95“
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DU I&a rhrkera Purty é alaa 5&2; oiﬁég by the Jtﬁorney .
g@eneral a8 an organigation ukYEh seeks 4p alier the form of “?p“ﬂ
dovernmen‘t of the -Pnited St ‘Mﬁ N uncanotituﬂanal means, T
(64-33032) - .. (62-60527-15721)
' An artieles conaeru!ng Huruhau appedrs on Pugcs 131,
: 122-and 128 of the 1942 edision ef "Curient Biegraphy™ pudlished
by the H. ¥, ¥ilzon cmpany, New York, New York. ("Current Bzography,
. L © 1941" - Burequ Library) |
, S artiala under - the headtng quikér Says Palitisel
af,{en:iw Can Turn Tide of Commy in the celumn
entitled "Reading and Friting? in the "Sunday
- 8tar” newspaper, !bahington, D, 19, 1950,

- ' An arttele antitled "lhy Comnunisn ¥ill roi1; " by :
James Buruham, uppeared #n "Ehis !ir#% "gaztnc” on !bbruary 2y -

1950, _ .
S "4 boeok reutew by ' ‘ entitlcd "Jktta
Burnham Plets & Strategie Jampaign ng numuntaﬁ, whioh vas o

. review of the book "Ihe Cening jhfbat qf Gemmunism, ™ by Janes _
Burnham, appeared in the ”Sunduy ﬁ#ar" ncwapapar, Iuihtngton. D% Goa
n Februa'ry 26, 1950 . ,

~An artiale cntitl:d # jwes Burnh mﬁa_th¢caiia bu%i
jungeroua dnti-@oviet Firade,! appeared in the
AN “Daily Worker," an Zust Cocet UGRmMURISE REwRPapEF, on Nareh 'l, 1950..
™is vas g oriticsl resiew of Burnhauf; beok "rha dsning qutct :
of ﬂlmnunisa. _ _

‘ An arttcle entitied ?Foc qf~§hia To &pcak at Phst Eunch"
eppeared in the "Nashington Fews" newspaper, ¥Wegdingien, D Co, OR ;1w
Noreh 17, 1950. Ihis article peflssted that Burnhan would be ons
8 the apeakdra atl. the Fashing®en Fest's Sook and Authar lnncheon
et fhc Statler Hodel en Maroh My, 1950+ (64 -33032) =

The jaregoing iafvrmation is urnishad a8 the result qf a
raquest for an FBI fils check only, and 1s not to bs censidered os &,
elearanace or nenclegranck of the iwdiytdusl Yawelped. It 1 for your

. eenfidential usq only, and I8 not ts gﬁ dicacn;nsted cutaide. of your

e BGCDEY
Tclem ... ) . L )
sy L "L . . ot e ’ . . ' “r-.

wighals”
Rosen,
TIReY .
Harba__*
-Balmopt . 2
ke,

- - .. “:,)"" ’ .
Tels, Rocm __ . ] . ] . . R ‘” g -




Oﬂice Meﬂ ,t’dndzzm UNITED S‘TES GOVERNMENT

TO " : THE DIRECTOR : DATE: March
p

] FROM ¢ .
7
g

C(‘ S.___ ¥interrowd —

mJBCT: “THE\WEB OF SUBVERSION" by ALL INFORMATION COMAINED i Tele, Room —

Holloman —

JAMES~BURNHAM HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Sizoo
DATE > :

The syndicated column by Fulton Lewis, Jr., which
appeared in the March 16, 1954, issue of the "New York
Journal American®™ called attention to the captioned book
which was recently published. You inquired whether ors
it had been reviewed by the Bureau.

7

The Central Research Unit keeps abreast of all
books dealing with Communism by carefully following the
book reviews in the leading newspapers and periodicals and
through receipt each month of coples of the Library of
Congress catalog cards on all such books. No indication of
the publication of the captioned book was obtained through. .
these means, and it heaes, therefore, _not bee Wed. In
this connection, Lewlis noted in his ¢dlumn that this book
"is receiving the cold-shoulder treatment at the hands of
most leading reviewers.”

Arrangements have been made to obtaln a copy of
thls book and it will be reviewed immediately on recelpt to
determine whether or not 1t includes any information of

nterest to the Bureau,

COMMENDATION 3

None., For information.

WA

'ﬁﬁm
j)%vééL 33032 -

=t

Twag 25 1950
,.l :\‘)J
&"{\
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Ojﬁc‘e Memorgndum » UNITED sm'gs GOVERNMENT

10 "+  THE DIRECTOR ' DATE: March 29, 1954 &S
FROM 1 /3 AL TNFORMATION CONTAINED )/} [ :1':'/
s SSIFIEE med , ;|
v : m%lj LP.“@%RY >3 M gl:s_s -
: 334 g3¢ Harbe
SUBJECT: | REVIEW OE."THENWEB OF SUBVERSION" Rove
BY JAWESCBURNHAM gorlis an
- . o #r:trmud_.
b ) Tele. Room —
i Holloman
/ SYNOPSIS: : S
Miss Gandy —

At the Director's request captioned book was reviewed
by Central Research Unit. Based on official hearings and reports
of Congressional investigating commitiees and writings of
Whittaker Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley, Burnham reviews extent
of Communist infiltraetion into U. §. Government from 1930's to
present time., He outlines how Communist infiltration began in
1930's with formation of various agencies under the New Deal;
how Comnunists moved to wartime Ggencies in early 1940's and to
postwar and international agencies at end of World war II. Burnham
points out that through this infiltration Communists engaged in
military, political, economic, and atomic energy espionage;
sabotage and terrorism (although no facts are cited to prove this
allegation); and were able to influence U. S. Government policy
in favor of the Soviet Union. Burnham recommends extending statute
of limitations, admission of evidence obtained through wire tapping,
and granting legal immunity to witnesses who refuse to testify on
the grounds of the Fifth Amendment. He also claims that the full
extent of Communist infiltration into U. S. Government has not
yet been determined and suggests that "sleeper”" groups, presently
inactive, are 8till in U. S. Government agencies. Frequent :
references to FBI by name in book are all favorable and Director's
tegtimony before Senate Internal Security Committee 11-17-53 in
connection with Harry Dexter White case quoted in part. While
the Bureauy _jis not mentioned by name, Burnham alleges that the
facet that was seen passing U, S. Government infor- hf
mation to G Soviet espionagé Goent was o piece of Munusuel luck,” L7C
Bureau files reflect Burnham was Trotskyite from 1933 until 1940. §.2 )
Since that time he has written and lectured extensively on
Communt sm.

——

-CORDED-6Y, .
RECOMMENDATION ; RE%)S&EQ-G\r ﬁé"/ P TE - é
COPIES DESTROYED WNone. For your info r'.matw.g)—_zﬁ‘ 18 PR 2 1964 ‘
R gonEc 20 1981 GR0 - ) mw/A o
- Attachment (Eoﬂi{ lﬁg}‘?, e } V. -

JFC s3a W oﬁ)
- / o “*

s s s 4
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Memo to THE DIRECTOR
Re: REVIEW OF "THE WEB
OF SUBVERSION"

DETATLS ¢

At the Director!s request the Central Research Unit
reviewed the recently published book, "The Web of Subversion"
by James Burnham. Thisg book is based on the reports and hearings
of various Congressional investigating commitiees and the writings
of Whittaeker Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley, all of which are
quoted ertensively. Burnham stated that during the 1530's and
1940's underground members of the Communist Party infilirated
many agencies of the Erecutive Department of the Government, the
United States Armed Forces, the White House, and some of the
Committees of Congress. He limits this book to an analysis of
Sormer United States @overnment employses who have either been
identified under oath as members of the Communist Party or Soviet
espionage agents; those identified as having collaborated with
Communiat or espionage agents; and those who, when questioned
under oath, refused to answer on the grounds of self-incrimination
in accordance with the Fifth Amendment.

According to Burnham Seven distinct Communist under-
ground cells have been identified as operating within the United
States Government in the past:

l. The Ware Cell (Harold Ware, John Abt, Nathan Witt,

Lee Pressman, Alger Hiss, | Henry Collins,
| and Victor Perio).
2 e Silvermaster (ell (Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 3b@

Frank Coe, Lauchlin [ Sye

turrie, pela Gold, Sonia Gola, Abraham Silverman,

3. The Perlo Cel 1 Edwa L tzgerald,

rﬂﬂznli_ﬂlﬁﬂiﬁr-
rﬁ;_iﬂg_ﬂhﬁmbgzg_ﬂell (Fhittaker Chambers, Alger Hiss,

5. Bureau of Naval (Ordnance Cell




Memo to THE DIRKECTOR e
Re: REVIEW OF "THE WEB
OF SUBVERSION"

68, Government Printing Office Ce;;l
| |

?. Fort Monmouth Cell (Julius Rosenberg).(pp. 36-38,61,67)

Burnham points out that Communist infiltration inte
the United States Government began around 1933 when Communtat
Party members infiltrated the various agencies organized in the
early years of the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt's first
term of office. He then notes that beginning around 1940,
Communist Party members employed in those agencies transferred
to the numerous agencies which were organized to promote the
war effort of the United States during the Second World War.
'Followtng the end of the Second World War, Burnham outlines how
these individuals again transpferred to the postwar United States
Government agencies, as well as the postwar international agencies,
particularly the United Nations and its subsidiary organizations.
(pp. 95-138)

Burnham suggests the following factors to help explain
why underground members of the Communist Party were able to
infiltrate the United States Government successfully during the

”early 1930'ss

l. The Government agencies organfzed in connection
with the New Deal were 1lax in checking the backgrounds
of those whom they hired.

2, Stalin had consolidated his position in the Soviet
Uinion by this time and Russia could therefore direct
her energies to subverting non-Communis8t Governments
through local Communist Parties.

3. It was during this period that the world Communist
movement dropped its outright advocacy of the revolutionary
overthrow of non-Communist Governments and entered the
period of the "popular front.”
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4. American public and official opinion changed at
this time from anti-Russian to pro-Soviel and pro-
Communist, & factor which was symbolized by the
official recognition of the Communist Government
in Russia by the United States.

5. The Communist Party in the United States was no
longer torn by the internal factionalism which
characterized its early years from 1915 until 1929.

6. There had been a gradual breakdown in the United
States of the traditional values of patriotism,
religion, and family ties, accompanied by Communist
infiltration into the educational field, as well as
considerable digsillusionment with the capitalist
system, G8 @ result of the depression in the 1930's.

7. The organized, treined, disciplined apparaitus of
the world Communist movement. (pp. 95-99)

Burnham also cites the following "non-governmental
institutions” which contributed to the successful infiltration
of the United States Government: :

1. The Communist dominated United Public #brkers_of
America which was finally expelled from the CI0 in
1950. '

2. The Institute of Pacific Relations, which was
able to influence policy at the State Department.

3. Harvard University, Columbia University, the
College of the City of New York, the University of
California, and the University of North Carolina
(because the majority of the underground Communists
in the United States Government attended these
universities. ).
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Burnham also cites the following as factors which
help explain why these individuals were able to remain in
Government employments:

1. During the 1930's and early 1940's the Civil
Service Commigsion disregarded the problem of
loyalty in epproving individuals for Gevernment
employment.

2. The Ramspeck Act granted "formidable™ job
protection to Communists employed by the Government.

3. The merger of a number of temporary wartime
agencies into the State Department. (pp. 75-83)

The author devotes & separate chapter to the Communist
infiltration into the Department of State and the Depariment of
the Treasury. He claims that the full extent of Communist
infiltration into the US State Depariment will never be entirely
known because State Depariment officials have attempted to
conceal its extent and have frequently permitited individuals to
resign for reasons other than security even though security was
a factor in their case. In passing, the author notes that a
considerable number of employees of the temporary wartime
emergency Government agencies transferred to CIA, which has
never been thoroughly investigated to determine the actual
extent of Communist infiltration into this agency. Burnham
cites the incorporation of a number of lemporary wartine
agencies into the State Department 08 the factor which largely
erplains the success of Communists in infiltrating the Department
of State. In connection with the Depdriment of the Treasury,
Burnham claims that the Communist underground achieved "stariling
success” in its attempt to infiltrate this agency. (139-158)

A separate chapter i3 also devoted to Communist
infiltration into the White House and the Armed Forces of the
United States. Burnhem concludes that "at times and temporarily”
the White House was successfully infiltrated by Communisis and
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he claims that the Armed Forces "have been - and still are -
heavily penetrated."” He also states that the technical
auzxiliary branches of the Armed Services, notably Aberdeen
Proving Ground, the Bureau of Naval Ordnuance, and the U. S.
Army Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, have been infiltrated by
secret Communists. (pp.159-178)

In a separate chapter devoted to Communist infiltration
of Congress, Burnham cites the following Congressional committees
into which Communist infiliration has been exposed:

l. Senate Committee Investigating the Munitions
Industry (Nye Committee).

2., Senate Committee on Fducation and Labor (LaFollette .
Committee).

3. Senate Committee on Interstate Migration of
Destitute Citizens (Tolan Committee).

4, Senate Special Committee to Study the Problems
of American Small Business (Murray Committee).

5. Senate Military Affairs Committee (Pepper Committee).
(pp. 179-187)

Fith reference to the Atomic Energy Commission,
Burnham, in @ separate chapter, points out that Communists were
able to infiltrate the Monhatian Engineering District, the
radiation laboratory of the University of California, the atomic
energy installation at Los Alamos, New Mexico, Columbia Universiiy,
and the metallurgical laboratory at the University of Chicago.
(pp. 189-202)
After reviewing the extent of Communist infiltration
into the United States Government in the past, Burnham points
out that there is no reason to believe that Communist infiltration
hags been eliminated and suggests that in all probability there
)are additional Communist cells which he describes as "sleepers”
whose members are presently employed by the U. S. Government and
whoese purpos8se it i3 to maintain their employment awaiting future
orders. (pp. 203-213)
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. Burnham outlines three major advantages obdbtained by
the Soviet Union from this Communist infiltration into the U. 8.
Gfovernment :

l. The Soviet Union obtained the results of military,
political, and atomic energy espionage performed by
dmerican Communists.

2. In many cases these individuals were able to
influence U, S. policy in a way favorable to the
Soviet Union, e. g., in Yugoslavia during World War II
and in postwar China.

3. These individuals were able tv 8teal material used

in atomic energy,prorimity fuses, bomb sights, radar
and antisubmarine devices, which eventually were turned
over to the Soviet Union. In thi@ connection, the
author also claims that the "non-governmental® section
of the Communtist underground has carried out sabotage
and acts of terrorism in the United States but he

cites no facts to support this allegation. (pp. 214-221)

The author recommends the following measures to prevent
Jurther Communzst infiltration into the United States Government:

1. E&tending the statute of limitations to permii
prosecutions after a three-year period for activities
against the internal security of the United States.

2. More relevant legal defznitions of such terms as
"political conspiracy,”™ Mespionage,” "sabotage," etc.

3. The admission in court of evidence ‘secured through
wire tapping.

4, @granting legal immunity to witnesses in order %o
prevent the Fifth Admendment from being distorted.

5. The establishment of a business organization which
would guarantee employment for former Communists who
testified against the Communist Party.
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6. Increasing public knowledge regarding the menace
of Communism,

7. The discontinuance of the practice of describing
Jormer Communists who have furnished information
about the Communist conspiracy as "informers,” "stool
pigeons,renégades,” etc. (pp. 222-236)

411 references to the Bureau in Burnham's book are
\favorable and, on page forty-five, he quotes a portion of
the Director's testimony before the Sencte Internal Security
Committee in connection with the Harry Dexter White case. The
guthor points out that the Bureau had no investigative jurisdiction
§rior to 1940 and that "since then its record is remarkably good. u

. 230)

Burnham, however, cloins (page four) that he noted FBI
fobservers®™ at a hearing of the Senate Interna ittee
on May 1, 15853, and he describes the fact that iwas
seen passing znformatzon to a Soviet espionage agent GS G pirece
of "unusual luck,”

Bureau files reflect that Burnham was & Trotskyite
Jrom 1933 until 1940 when he broke with the Morrist movement.
Since then he has written and lectured extensively thAroughout
the country on the subject of Communtisnm.

During the course of his book, Burnham mentions the
nones8 of approrimately 150 individuals whose activities he treats
in varying degrees of detail., Since all his information is
admittedly derived from the writings of Whittaker Chambers and
Elizabeth Bentley, together with the hearings and reports of
the various Congressional investigating committees, all of which

lhaue already been reviewed by the Bureau, no ottempt was made

to check each individual file to determine whether or not there

/ was any factual information in Burnham's book, phich is not

already available in Bureau files.

Burnham's book is attached.

=3
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y The Book “The Web’ of Subversion by James Burnham ..
. aprears in condensed version tn the May, 195k, issue of Header's
-Digest. For your informetion, it was recommended in my .
memorandum %o you dated April 1lj, 1954, thet this book be “w,
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ALL INFORMATION CONTATRED. N ““JpNgS BURMEAM ° Tt e s vitfiemms
BERELY 15 W43 . Boent__November 22, 1908~ % T
i ~ Shioags, Dilinots’

This Bareau has not gonducted any independent
investigation concerning James Barnham. In connection with
) another investigation, however, Burnhem advised an Agent of
N this Bureau in March, 1949, that he had been active in the
“Protskyite” movement in New York City from 1933 to 1940.

The "Trotakyite"™ mpvement was cempesed of individuals
who followsd the teachings &£ Leon Trotsky, oane of the leaders -
of the Rusaian Revolution whesubsequently broke with Stalin
and went into exile. Trotsky %as murdersd in Mexico in 1940. b

Burnhaem alsp stated that he attemded a mecting of
the Socialist Workers Party at Cleveland, @hle, in February,
1940, Confidentlal informants who have furnished reliable
information in the past advised that the méating of the
Socialist Worlkers Party whish to LR
in February, 190, was headed ¥
and James Burnham. Yhis group, P
majority gro oclalist Workera rarvy by Jeames P.
Cannon. greup was opposed to the Stalin regime
in the acquisition of new territories in Eurepe, and they .
referred to such acquisitien as being primarily imperialistic.
The group headed by Jamss P, Cannon,.en the other hand, while
not: favering the Stalinist regime, contended that, since the
Soviet Union was the only motherland of the Proletariet, it
was essential that all working elements suppert ths Soviet

Union in spite of the leesdership of Stalin. e
‘ In April 0, at a conventicn of the Sccialist

Workers Party, group was suspended. The expelled

group immediatsely established themselves as a separate orgenigation
vem —~—_ Orig. and one to USIA éf/;. }3,0502 . g -
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Trotter 7 ) This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of thu; FBI. It is the property of .

. ¥.C. Sullivan T /"'[ the FBI, and s leaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outsids your

Tele. Ro ! age 1is Is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files.
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James Burnham

e Workers Party," wit

) Under dats of m 21, » an
T8 onm the Workers Party, sccording to the "Supplement
to Information Bulletin Wwsber § of the Workers Party

. (National Offics)." FBI files do net reveal any information
that would indicate Burnhawts curremt association with either
the Workers Party or the Sot¢lalist Werksrs Party. :

The Workers Party and the Socislist Workers Party
have besn designated by the lﬂm'{ Ceneral of the United
3tates pursuant te Executive Order 10450.

An article concerning Burnham which indicates soms
of his ideas appears on page 121, 122, and 123 of the 191
edition of "Current Blg »" published by the H, W. Wilson
Company, New York, New Yirk.

An article entitled, "Why Communism Will Fail,”
by James Barnham, appeared in "This Wesk Magazine” on
February 29, 1950, .

4 Yook review entitled, , o~
"James Burnham Plota & Strategic Campalgn Agéinat Commnism,"
which was @ review of the book, "The Coming Defeat of Communiasm,” -
by James Burnham, appesared in the "Sunday Star" newspaper,
Hllhi.ngton, Ds Guy on F‘brmr" 26’ 1950-

An article entitled, *James Burnham's Pantastic
but Dangsrous Anti-Soviet Firads ."i |
apps in the "Daily Worker," on Farch I, 1950. TOALS

waa & oritical review of Burnhamt's beok, "The Goming Defeat
of Communism." '

An article entitled, "PFes of Reds to Speak at Post
Lunoh," lggomd in the "Washington Post," Washington, D.C.,
on March 17, 1950. This article rovealed that Burnham would
be one of the speakers at the Washingten Post's Book and /
Author Luneheon at the Statler Hotel on 'i'"h 2, 1950. (6l -33032-Y

, ~ In 1954 e book, "Ths Wed of Suhmrhan." by Zames. b
Burnham was published. This book, based on official . {
hearings end repertas of Colgressiemal investigating committees

and writings of Whittaker Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley, :
was & review of communist inril¢yation into the U. S. Governmen
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~ JAMES BURNHAM = R S
‘Borm: November 22, 1905 . PRI
Chicago, Illinois ST AR

. . This Bureau has not cédnducted any independemt - . -
investigation concerning James Burnham, In connection with
another investlﬁ:tion, owevef, Hurnham advised an Agent of
this Bureau in March, 1949, that he had been active in the
*"Trotskyite* movement in New York City from 1933 to 1940,

. o The "Trotskyite" movement was composed of individuals °
. who followed the teachings of Leonm Trotsky, one of the leaders
? .~ - -of the Russian Revolutiem who subsequently broke with Stalin
: . - and went into exile, Trotsky was murdered in Mexico in 1940.

f

S - Burnapm also stated that he attended a mmeting of
the Socialist Werkers Party at Cleveland, Ohio, in February,
1940, Confidential informants who have furnished reliable
information in the past advised that the meeting of the -
Socialist Workers Party which to : v d, Ohi

" in February, 1940, was heade@ by

. and James Burnham, This group, “opposcd tIc S
majority %ro ' oclalist Workers rarty Ied by James P, .

-Cannon, The group was opposed to the Stalin regime -

- in the acquisTtion of mew territories im Europe; and they. /\

‘g e .., JETEXFeéd to such acquisition as beinp primarily inperialistic,
Do = .\The group headed by James P, Cannon, "on the other hand, while A
oo kil U not-favoring the Stalinist regime, contended that, since the !
cux’ 1y 0% "Soviet Union was the only motherland of the Proletariat, it
T g h-—-was. gssential that all working.elements support the Soviet
7 Union in spige;qghthe leadership of Stalin,

t éxcanQntioﬁ of fhé Socialist -
ng“was suspended, The expelled :
) eﬂét emselves as a separate organizatie

Totin - ORIG AND ONE TO'R4SE 1810  { NOTE: Above information. . ' =

Parsons Request Recefved;,zrlééGI;““ﬁﬁ: previously furnished USIA and G-2.
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James Burnham

"The Workers Pariy,“ with! !as k
Under date of [llay 21, 1 an
resigned from thc workers Party accordigg to the "Supplement
(4]

to Information Bulletin Number 8 of the Workers Party N
(National Office).” FBI files do not revcal any information
that would indicate Burnhan's current association with either
the Workers Party or the Socialist Workers Party.

: The Workers Party and the Socialist Workers Party
have been desipnated pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

An article concerning Burnham which_indicates some.
of his ideas appears on page 121, 122, and 123 of the 1941
edition of "Cirrent Biography,” published by the H. W. Wilson
Conpany, New York, New'YorE.

An article entitled, *Why Communisn Will Fail,*
by James Burnham, appeared in "This Weel Magazine®” on
February 29, 1950,

A book review entitled -
» James Burpham Plots a Stra °E T nst Communisn,®
which was a review of the book, "The Coming Defeat of Cormunisn,”
wy James Burnham, appeared in the °Sunday tar® newspaper,
Washington, D, C,, on February 26, 1950,

An article entitled, "Ja ! tic
but Dangerous Anti-Soviet Tirade,"”
appeared in the *Daily Worker," on Harc . 5
was 8 critical review of Burnham's book, ofhe Coming Defeat
of Communism,® - ’

An article entitled, "Foe of Reds to Speak at Post
Lunch,” aggeared in the “Washington Post,® Washington, D.C.a
on March 1950. This article revealed that Burnhan woul
be one of the speakers at the Washington Post's Book and
Author Luncheon at the Statler Eotel on March 24, 1950,

- (64-33032-4) -

In 1954, a book, "The Web of Subversion,” by James
Burnham was published, This book, based on officlal .
hearings and reports of Congressional investigating coumittees
and writings of Whittaker Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley,
was a review of communist infiltration into the U.S. Governnent,
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D MATIS CHVIL SEF\.E COMMISSION
BUREAU OF PERSONNEL INTESTIGATIONS 10-16-69 { TDNO:DHF :hbm 77. 70”211/,
ASrHNGTO.\' T. C. 20415 .

NAME:
- REFERRAL QOF CASE T0 FBI BURNYAM, James Rernsyd -,
A, n2s Pernay cb 10- 2Ph «9
FOR INVESTIGATION ‘
AGENCY: EchomiS.t SENS 7 .
"o . - .
TO: Bd of Governors of the Féderzl .
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tr, J, Edgar Hoover, Director ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED *
The Federal Bureau of Investigation AL sw
Washington, Do Co 20535 6@?5 Y

# 84,8

e
o

Dear Mr, Hoover,

I have been working on a mepual on Communism, the context of
%'which is to be directed %o the benefit of American Youbh, ~T:§\

Thus far, I have compiled a simplo and straightforwvard and |

understandablo discussion of the Philosophy of Communism, based on
the writings of such scholars as| and James N\
Burnham -- and a veritable host or hisvorians whoee col.octad write §§

—-iAgs naill a sinister picture of tho total socislistecommunist movew=z, -
BS ¥ P S

ment dowa through the generatlions. ‘S

Included in the wori, vp to this point, I've compiied 2 chron-
ology of the progress of theoretical Communism, covering the 1800's
-= and, at his stage of my treatvment, I am in need of information
on tro peariicular Foaturcos of the chronology of praectical Communism 9
covering the i900%s, maroly:

1, An zecount of the atrocitics perpetraied
by the Communists in the geoparate nations
that have fallon under the domination of
the Kremlin =« both the setellites and the
sovict republies <= incluvding statistice
on magss murder and exile, with dates of
OCCUrrense,

ORIGINAL FILED IN

2, An zcecunt of the fallacies and heresies
of so=called “Chrigtian Socialiism" as pere
petrated by Rev, Roinhold Niebuhr and his
kind =~ such information being of utmost
importance in combatting the coexistential-
Ism and aggiornamento with which the Liber-
21 Christisn Intellecet is permeated,

T would greatly avpreciate what cooperation and.assisiance
you might grant to my efforis in thp—cboxc asscnd i ey
Gé-3303F _
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# 334, 234 s/l By Certified Mall '
Ifb// . . Roturn Recelpt Requested 77/ M iX
A ’ ' La- Z
/; The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, P
Waeshington, D. C. w2
rfﬁb
Dear lir. Hoover: (i -
gﬁ Recently I wrote the Charleston News and Couriler that gf
™ thelr sources of information were seriously open to guestion
: when on the one hand they reviled Cwen Laitlmore as a {Y
} "notorious" leftist and extolled Jemes Burnham, editor of /7 A
N the National Review, as a conservative. ;! \4
if \
q{ I then added: '"Burnham enjoys his role as an Ex~Communist. g’
o ~ ﬁthy he enjoy it in good heszlih. As for Lattimore, may he be 3
S “a#" lforgiven for the sins he never committed,"

%;
’ , d
l* I did not expect any reply from James Burnham except per- %’

haps a reference to the excusable“IﬁﬁTEE?E?TEEELEf a man vhos se\j
ﬁ—nolitical beliefs are chameleon-like, but which, for along :

neriod, vwere not only Communigi,but top-drawer communist. /,
fu

To this -~ knowing full well the penaltlies of prjury - 1
~am willing to testify under oath. But such an occaslon wlll
% -nger arise. I am tellhg the truth, and Janmes Eurnham is 1ying.:
'“\&\ He wrote the Newsand Couriiw/ uwst plous deni calling ﬁé

‘;letter false aiilibellous. oS = ,_
7 qqe Nf}lCT 10 ‘ T nEooHDF

-~ To protect my goodﬁname D/then collected 1ﬂﬁhﬁ&ﬁﬁéﬂ%5%nd o
affidavits. Discarding those from varlous shady characters,
who nmay stlll be Communists and Just mad at .
defectlon, I culled those from men and womeq,ﬂﬁ 'aVe:Lnown

\ Burnham 50 years -~ intimately. These ae friends and nelghbors

about whose chsracter therqbrkan %g stio . Among them are .-
Percy Bernardfckhart, 84*“dean~df* 1o de Aauyers, a Republican .

.
4 by leader of profound integrity,
A of Harvard Univergiﬁ and prominent VasSear

2y
h.
3
<

A elumnus, and ] f the Vestlinghouse

Y Corporation.l |cautiousiy refr ed‘@rom stating thzt he knew
Burnham was a Communist, remarki ol never did know at
any given time what ideology Jim més-”aérer%g tol" The others
are more explicit. Burnham told I e, and letold all hls friends,

,ﬂl” that he was a Communist; he was proud of it.-He preached it.
He wrote gbout it. Now he denies it, and-proclaims his paition

QQAU‘G’%% Jﬁ/gtra—conserv:ative. o s 16 106

1 AGY A++ﬂwﬂg-r‘-ﬂ=nera'l Yennedy has g file on this metter




Mr. Hoover - p. 2

On & personal note, I should like to thank you again,
as I thanked you once before, for your efficient work in
the Lattimore case. Vhen MeCarthy was chargling - on the
Senate floor, but not away from it, where his immunity did
not protect him - that he would resign from the Senase if
'he couldn't prove that Lattimore was the No.lSouwiet agent,
I told all my friends: "Let lMr. Hoover handle this. If there

is anything against Lattimore, he and hig men will track it
dovm. '

,When the Federal court dlsmlissed the Latilmpe case the
iried with the oblituarles 1n the News and Courier.
is a nice gun, and I still czll him a friend, but
I really think he belleves MeCarthy was a masbtyr, Just as he
believe the John Birch Society is a sacred institution. I'm
sure nothing I can say will ever change his mind.

On 2 lighterncte, I'm sending ,you o copy of a burlesque
I wrote of the News and Courler's editorial policy. The

Presgident found 1t amusing, as did many of my Republican
friends, like|

Eaithiully vaoura ™

P. 8. - Please excuse this bad typing. My machine has
developed trouble.
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