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William Webster, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C.

ounty of Lo
Offire of

Angeles
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Taall of Justice

Tox Angeles, California 80012
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Dear Director Webster:

I recently sent you some material on the Hein {ﬁ

which was one of the  programs discussed at th

presentat1ons

self-explanatory.

My kindest personal regards.
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question was brought up —
regarding the permission of Dr. Heimlich to use his name in
The enclosed letter from Dr. Heimlich is
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qvier University - Victory Parkway + Cinginat, Ohio 45207 (513) 5314053 -

'HENRY J. HEIMLICH, M.D.

Professor of
Advonced Clinical Sciences April 4, 1978

Sheriff Peter J: Pitchess
Collnty of Los Angeles

Hall of Justice

Tos Angeles, California 90012

Dear Sheriff Pitchessr

I wish tb’cong:atulate you and your Department on your
program of teaching the Heimlich Maneuver. '

1

This lettexr authoriZes you to use my name and the ¢
designation "Th eimlj envexr" in youxr presenta-
tions. It is Anderstood -that the progedure will be
taught in cohjunction with the teaching materigls
: authorAZed. These include the
Save_a _Choking Victim: The Heimlich Maneu and pub=-
lications produced by Edumed, Inc., P. O. Box 52,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45201. You may also wish to utilize
the slide/tape educational presentation produced by
Edumed. ,

You will undoubtedly have the gratification of hearing

of lives saved as a result of your teaching program. In

order to assist us in our continuing scientific evaluation

of the Heimlich Maneuver, will you please duplicate the

enclosed scientific form and have it filled out by anyone "
involved ‘in the txeatment of a .choking victim.

If Y can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to
et me know.

M.D.

eimlich,

Y .

P ") .“ ltl‘kfzh o

|
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1
{
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encl '
. ¢c: Dr. Peter B. Gruenberg, A
433 N. Camden Drive, Sulvell36 1
Beverly Hills, California 90210
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LT, HATMLION, M. Dy
¥ .w THIVERSITY t
: TR .
DRATT 7-2+76 1:“ ~A ALY 1o tc of Rescue
. Yo L PATTWAY
CHi v bWIATE, GRTO  An207

Dear Friends:

Thank veu for vour kind ;cpor't on -the leimli~h Maneyver.

X wonder Af I mirht irpose

further and Ask thit you answer as many of th following nuestions as you are able.
We are txying to keep our documented records as complete as m;ble.

Location of Rescue! Home

Restaurant

Institution _  Other (Deseribe)

TIPS A ST Wi

Could the victim speak?
~breathe?

Did’ he “turn blue? .

Other color?

Please describe appearance:

Respiratory movements?

Conscious

Symptors:

Please describe appearance

5‘f'

Unconscious
F ]

Yes No
e

Wi
.

Consclous -to uncohscious

)

Technique of ‘perfominy -the Heimlich Maneuver:

standing? ___ lyine? |

Was'the victin sittinn?

How many times was the mancuver applied?

Object causing cmkmv"’

L}

and shape.

i

Other methods used:

finper~in<throat

(Please 1list :in order of being used «~ #1 = first)

(Deseribe)

if possible, draw approximate size

{

back slap

upside down

mouth to mouth

el
“mm——
e
A ———
Wi

other

Was object forcefully expelled or removed from mouth? (Describe)
Any aftereffects of Heimlich Maneuver (describe)

Yes . No
Drowning .
Self Application . r—
- . Victin Rescuer,
Name: Nape: '
Address: Address!
Arer Are: |
Occupation: Occupation:
Did victim redlize what was happening? Please describe briefly thoughts and
t ve 3
experience. :
« Where dxd rescuer learn of Mineuver? Company Bunetm Newspaper _ Magazine_
Medical Journal Pa:v;mlet Other (describe)
Name of Publication:
This -information will be used for research purposes.
Signature (2/.
) Rumber -

K | é@?——,gﬁ‘/ufle

CLOST
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NELLIE BELL KASSIM

ARCOTICS MATTER

N e e NP o

Free-Press. Staff ‘Writer
A federal judge dismissed charges
Wednesday againist two of the eight peo-

. ple charged w1th conspiring with Nellie

Bell Kassim in what the government
claims was one of the .country’s biggest

| prescription drug rings.

Meanwhile, in the opening of deferise

| testimony in the three-week-old trial, the
-1 key defendant claimed he was in Cmcm-

nati, visiting the inventor of-the Heimlich

‘maneuver for victims of chokmg, the same
weekend Kassim testified he was wrxtmg :

phony prescriptions in her behalf in De~

itroit.

U.S. District Judge Anna Dlggs-Taylor
dismissed conspiracy-charges against Cur-

tis Hicks of Detroit and. Sam Fields Jr. of -

Flint aftertheir attorneys-argued that the

government, which rested its case Tues-
day, had:not provided-enough-evidenceto”

support the charges.
Hicks -and Fields were alleged to be

h w-level employes of Kassim at several of

r Detroit clinics that the government
clhims were no more than prescription
m;lls for junkies and drug dealers

_ tims,

cleared in drug mill case |

| By TIM BELKNAP

IN WEDNESDAY'S testimony, Dr.
Ryan Krebs, 29, of Milan, supplied evi-
dence contradicting testimeny from Kas-
sim, who became the government’s key
witness after acceptmg a_maximum 10-
year prison sentence in return for her co-
operation.

Krebs produced airline.tickets support-
ing his. testimony that he flew from De-
froit to Cincinnati Dec. 11, 1981, and
returned two days later, Krebs $aid he
stayed with.Dr. Henry Heimlich; the plas-
tic surgeon who developed the Heimlich
lifesaving: technique used on- .choking vic-

st

Kassxm had earlier teetxfxed that durmg

that weekend she: had seen Krebs in De- -

troit signing prescriptions on her behalf.
Kassim testified that Krebs was one of
several doctors who wrote prescriptions,

. mostly for the painkillers Preludin and

Talwin, without seeing the patients who
purportedly needed them. The preserip-
tions were either sold or used to -obtain
several million dollars worth of pills that
were peddled in Detroit and Washington,
D.C, tesnmony indicated.

product of a top-flight education at Stan-

Levine, a pharmacnst

KREBS DESCRIBED himself .as the

ford University and the University of
Texas-Southwestern Medical School. He
sald he started working part-time at Kas- .

sim's RNA Medical Clinic on -Greenfield ..

after answering a newspaper ad in 1979,
the same year he began his medical ,resi-
dency at the University of Michigan

Krébs denied thathe had deviated from |
Aaccepted- ‘medical practices while-working. |
at RNA and later at another Kassim-clinic }
.on Jefferson Avenle, where he said he ‘

signed an average.of six Preludin.prescrip-’

tions-a day “with a-lot .of yariations on -

gither side of that number.”

Krebs said that other employes ofKas-
sim forged prescriptions in his naine, a
claim that was supported by government
witnesses, He said that on one occasion he
reported a forged prescription to-afedetal
DPrug Enforcement Administration agent.

In addition to Krebs, defendants 2
Shirley Bradley Danner, Maggie Cur?y,
Linda Ricks and John Zellner, all ider'ti-
fied as employes of Kassim, and Berngrd
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" cursory medical examinations — were glven written orders for
drugs and where bouncers were needed to keep order among
unruly junkies,

Krebs was workingpart-time for Kassim while in-his:medical {{

SR ]

e g e s o

Free Press ‘Staff. Writer

e g = A o e

. A famous chiest surgeon testified ' Wednesday that Dr. Ryan
) ‘Krebs, -charged with conspmng withNellieBell Kassim {6 operate

N SV e e e e

a:multimillion-dollar drug ring, was a “marvelous young man”

4 whohe wauld still welcome to accept.a prestigious research.post.

. Dr..Henry Heimlich, invenfor of the Heimlich maneuver
credited with saving the lives of many chokmg VlCtlmS, testified
in federal- court Thursday that Krebs, 29, is “like my son — he’s
absolutely honest,-and I.cari’t conceive of him straying.. .. I can't
accept any of the things that I've heard charged: agamst him.”

PROSECUTORS SAY Krebs, one of sxx alleged co-cofspirators u
. on trial; wrote prescnptxons that were uged to gét pills sold to

junkiés and dope-déalers in Detroit and Washmgton, D.C.

‘They say Krebs- opened the Jefferson Medical- Clinic-at 12874
fE Jefferson with Kassi in October 1981 and worked at other -

‘|clinics owned by Kassim. Witnesses have déscribed the-clinics as
prescmptron mnlls where customers — who at best were given

~

government witness as part of a plea-bargaining deal, described.
Krebs-agan initially naive.doctor who, once he realized.the scope
of the-operation, wanted to be.a partofitand “makea million-dol-
Jars” as fast as possible, =

Heimlich’s son; ‘who was a classmate of Krebs' at Stanfurd

“between Dec. 11 and 13, 1981, Kassim 'had testified eatlier that
- she had- seen Krebs wrmng prescriptions for her in Detroit that, 1

residency at thé University of Michigan. Kassim, who became:a

Hejmlich; 62, said he first met Kiebs 10 years ago through

University. Heirnlich said he'd-followed Krebs' education and |
“was impressed with his intelligence and decency.”
Heimlich said Krebs visited the Heimlich family in Cincinnati

weekend. . ‘
- ‘Heimlich said. durmg that weekend he-offered Krebs. a job- asa :

- See DRUG SUSP:CT Page 15A
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DRUG SUSPECT from'Page 3A °

assocxate director.of the Heimlich Institute at Xavier: U"mversxty, '

“where he would have directed research and. medical work.””
But Hexmhch said. he learned Krebs was Interested in-a similar

post at the Scripps Clini¢ in-California, Whlch Heimlich said is oné /

of the finest.clinics in the country.

Krebs also attended:matchesata Davis Cup tenms tournameht
- in Cmcmnatl that weekend Hennhch said. :

" UNDER QUESTI()\IING from Krebs' attorney ~— airmed at |
estabhshingthe chest surgeon-as-a-credible. character witness — .
Heimlich said*he had established several medical procedures:and '
«devices along with. the Heimlich maneuver, mcludmg achesttube
. ‘he used to save the-life of 'a Chinese guerilla while serving behind -
Japanese linesin Inner Mongolia in World War 11 The device was
later used: to save the lives-of hundreds of: wounded soldiers i m f

Vietnam, Hexmhch said.

Heimlich sdid he had Wwon military decorations, honorary ‘

doctorates, humaritarian awards.and an Emmy Award: for “Dr.

Henry’s Emergency Lessons for Peoplé,” an educational télevi- -
sion program ]
‘Heimlich’s testimony is.expected to continue today before U.S. |

District Judge Anna Diggs-Taylor.

Maggie Curry, Linda Ricks and John Zellner = all identified| as
employes of Kassim’s — and Bernard Levine, a pharmacist. T,

‘Other defendants in the case are thrley Bradley Danrtr,"

other people were ordered acquitted Wednesday by Diggs-Taylor. .

The trial is in its fourth week.
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1 ‘By TIM BELKNAP

| -Free Press Staff Writer

A federal jury convicted four: people
Monday of conspmng in the prescrip-

but two of her lower-level employes
were acquitted.

weeks of deliberations were Di: Ryan

. A. Krebs, 29, of Milan; pharmacist
. Bernard Levme, 33, of West Bloomfield;

face maximum sehteﬁcesof five years
jin prison and $15,000 fines.

Imonth trial were Maggie Curry, 29, and

| iJohin (Jersey Bull) Zellner, 53, both-of

~Detroit,

TEN OTHERS have pleaded.guilty to
conspxracy or related charges, includ-
mg Kassim, who agreed to a 10-year

prison sentence in return for co-operat-
" 'ng with federal prosecutors Ellen Den-
his and James McCarthy,

\ Kassim, 42, of Southfield, was the

o pmamiammiis o
'

key witness in the trial. Others on the

P, .

i

tion drug-empire of Nellie Bell Kagsim,

Found guilty after more than fwo-

- Shirley Bradley Daner, 46, .0f Detroit, -
and Linda Ricks, 35, of Detroit. They-

i Acquitted of conspiracy in the two-

our gmiiy? 2 a@qum@s:@\
in prescription mﬂi case

Wltnesses ran the somal
spectrum from a world-
famous doctor to a

cobbler.

s

witness stand ran the -social spectrum
from-a world-famous doctor, Dr, Henry .
Heimlich, who-was a character witness

for Krebs, to-a cobbler, Leroy Bonham,

who said he served as a gigolo to

Kassim and her two sisters.

The sisters also figured in the trial, -

but by their absence. Testimony-disput-

ed by Kassim indicated that she had one .

of the sisters, Mozell Barber, 32, mur-

dered by a contract killer in Detroit ir |
March 1981 because Barber was sus- -
pected of informing. Authorities say

they are still-investigating the murder,

The other sistef, Nancy Lee McGin- |
nis, 31, who was last reported living in -
MlSSlSSlppl, was scheduled to be a ;ﬁ‘e :

fense witness who would refute sofne
¢ See KASSIM, PagelA
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Zacquitted |
of conspiracy |

R ; .
in drug ring
KASSIM, from Page 8A '
of IZ(aSsim’s testimony. However, she

*disappeared” in'mid-trial, the jury was
told"by Ken Robinson, Krebs’ attorney.

'A PLUMP, often smiling woman, |

. Kassim-grew up in New York City and

movedto Detroita dozen yearsago. The |
* foriper nurse testified that her crimial
warger started with welfare fraud and . |}
flim-flam schemes and -evolved into a |
, phatmaceutical drug ring that chap-

neléd hundreds of thousands of pills

‘from several clinics to drug dealers and . "
_ junkies in Detroit, Washington, New

York and North Carolina.

Kassim said she started her -drug |

empire in 1979 with a group of over-,
weight women she sent to doctors to
obtain prescriptions for stimulants,

Tn. March 1980, she said, she:and her - :
friend and former atforney, Robert i
Cohti, opened & diet clinic at 3800 |

Woodward that soon attracted. hun-

" teds of junkies. Cohn has not been |
| _ indieted, but has said federal prosecu-
¢ " torg have told Him he is a target of an-

W D

iftudstication.

i & KASSIM SAID sh anﬁ*Cohn'openédv ‘

¢ troif and on the east side. Pills shipped
. to Washington on Greyhound buses-
" netted a fortune of several million dol~’
. lars. for Kassim, who -once pulled

~ songlity and inventor of the Heimlich -

+ found him to be “absolutely honest. . .a
©maryelous young man,” and a brilliant.

W

. “once he learned the scope of the drug
. operation, wanted o be part of.it and |-
! “mgke a million dollars” as fast as;-
¢ yossible. ' .
.‘The government claimed pharma- |.

I

[
|

| another defendant, pharmacist Stanley

i
|

)

* yestimony the witness previously had
. heen instrugted not {0 give. :

¢ came il just before the {rial, will be

|

X

' %nte’ her lower-level employes in the.

" Curtis Hicks and ‘Sam Fields.Jr., while
| the ttal was In progress. :

R SUIPRRUR VRN
i %

e

! several more clinics in downtown De-

$23,000-from a paper bag to pay for a
new Lincoln, testimony indicated.
Heimlich — author, television per-

manguver designed to save the lives of
choking victims — testified that in the
decade he had known Krebs, he had

medical student. Heimlich sajd he had
met the doctor through Heimlich’s.son, -
- Krebs’ classmate at Stanford Univetsi-

Kasslin, however, depicted Krebs as
« an injtially ‘naive young intern who, |

[ T

st Levine aided the flow.of drugs from
- ibgltimate pharmaceutical manufactur} -
rstojunkies on-the street. Dannerangj |
icks were-employes in Kassim's clir
cs.
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Kassim’s testimony tended to exorI ‘

inic, U:S. District Judge Anna Diggte
‘ ,aylorvdismissed:charges against two,

Diggs-Taylor declared a mistrial for. [}

Tczovitz, early in the irial when 2
government witness gave prejudicial -

Tczovitz, 46, of -Bi;miqgham, and. .
John: Parker, 50, of Detroit, who be-

irled on-consipiracy counts fater, prose- §
by e-ild. o e I A
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Dear Director Webster:

I recently sent you some material on the Hein {ﬁ

which was one of the  programs discussed at th

presentat1ons

self-explanatory.

My kindest personal regards.

Sinc

1

R J.
SHERIFF

]

4

ITCHESS

onferénce in Phoen#

YOgTam; ¢

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD lav. _

Asst, Dir
Adm, Serv,

*Crim.tov. 7
Ident, *
Intel.
Laboratory
LegalCoun.
Pian, & tnsp.
Re¢. Mant.
Tech. Servs,

ware-!

Tram«ng o
Public Affs. OH.
Tetephonse Rm. 'w' e |
Director'sSec’y |

neuver,
e CiL]
~Arizona. During

question was brought up —
regarding the permission of Dr. Heimlich to use his name in
The enclosed letter from Dr. Heimlich is

@




s % Q o
Wi ua " - .- .
I »

qvier University - Victory Parkway + Cinginat, Ohio 45207 (513) 5314053 -

'HENRY J. HEIMLICH, M.D.

Professor of
Advonced Clinical Sciences April 4, 1978

Sheriff Peter J: Pitchess
Collnty of Los Angeles

Hall of Justice

Tos Angeles, California 90012

Dear Sheriff Pitchessr

I wish tb’cong:atulate you and your Department on your
program of teaching the Heimlich Maneuver. '

1

This lettexr authoriZes you to use my name and the ¢
designation "Th eimlj envexr" in youxr presenta-
tions. It is Anderstood -that the progedure will be
taught in cohjunction with the teaching materigls
: authorAZed. These include the
Save_a _Choking Victim: The Heimlich Maneu and pub=-
lications produced by Edumed, Inc., P. O. Box 52,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45201. You may also wish to utilize
the slide/tape educational presentation produced by
Edumed. ,

You will undoubtedly have the gratification of hearing

of lives saved as a result of your teaching program. In

order to assist us in our continuing scientific evaluation

of the Heimlich Maneuver, will you please duplicate the

enclosed scientific form and have it filled out by anyone "
involved ‘in the txeatment of a .choking victim.

If Y can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to
et me know.

M.D.

eimlich,

Y .

P ") .“ ltl‘kfzh o

|
L
1
{

ke '
encl '
. ¢c: Dr. Peter B. Gruenberg, A
433 N. Camden Drive, Sulvell36 1
Beverly Hills, California 90210
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Dear Friends:

Thank veu for vour kind ;cpor't on -the leimli~h Maneyver.

X wonder Af I mirht irpose

further and Ask thit you answer as many of th following nuestions as you are able.
We are txying to keep our documented records as complete as m;ble.

Location of Rescue! Home

Restaurant

Institution _  Other (Deseribe)

TIPS A ST Wi

Could the victim speak?
~breathe?

Did’ he “turn blue? .

Other color?

Please describe appearance:

Respiratory movements?

Conscious

Symptors:

Please describe appearance

5‘f'

Unconscious
F ]

Yes No
e

Wi
.

Consclous -to uncohscious

)

Technique of ‘perfominy -the Heimlich Maneuver:

standing? ___ lyine? |

Was'the victin sittinn?

How many times was the mancuver applied?

Object causing cmkmv"’

L}

and shape.

i

Other methods used:

finper~in<throat

(Please 1list :in order of being used «~ #1 = first)

(Deseribe)

if possible, draw approximate size

{

back slap

upside down

mouth to mouth

el
“mm——
e
A ———
Wi

other

Was object forcefully expelled or removed from mouth? (Describe)
Any aftereffects of Heimlich Maneuver (describe)

Yes . No
Drowning .
Self Application . r—
- . Victin Rescuer,
Name: Nape: '
Address: Address!
Arer Are: |
Occupation: Occupation:
Did victim redlize what was happening? Please describe briefly thoughts and
t ve 3
experience. :
« Where dxd rescuer learn of Mineuver? Company Bunetm Newspaper _ Magazine_
Medical Journal Pa:v;mlet Other (describe)
Name of Publication:
This -information will be used for research purposes.
Signature (2/.
) Rumber -
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\}/’ ( | ReSAClet 56-43 (1), dated 7/31/53.
{
1 L Enclosed for the Bureau are one original and five
> copies of a ‘blank memo, captioned as above.
/’/ ntial informant referred to in blank ‘
' nemo is who furnished 'this information on the ®7%
indicated dates. () |
@- Bureau (Encl. 6)
- WFO x
RAA:PLW
(3) /
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A confidential informant, who hag furnished
reliable information in the past, advised fon July 30, 1956 :
that the following persons had indicated a desire to
travel to Rumania_as part of a‘tourist proup:KEQ{
r’

Name Passport Number-\
Mr. and Mrs, Nicola u 138710
Wall rsmas ‘ SEEE? 2966&
Marisg) ovach1 7621

garl amzan‘ %ﬁ%ggg E}iSiUE
| anh 0 J.cJ.

J/ G—"‘g’@}eor i 136338
Ayrar van 121345
GeorgejTuba™ 137198
Mari nt (PH) 153080
Me eéreny (PH) 14,8728

s, - —

In addition, the source advised on the dates
indicated that the foilowzng persons, together with
descriptive data furnished, had indicated an interest
to travel to Rumania.:taggsm

August 2, 1956: Eugeniéé{undel 610 VWest
110th Street , New York 25, New Yor Academy™26732."

August 6, 1956: HenryiGatney, 62nd West Street
Brookland 22g New York. Evergreen 32600. ’

Auvust 29,1956 Professor Thomas\lurner,
JohnsHopkins University, Baltlmore, MaryIandZ =
R s - I W %% M \_

August 29,1956: Doctor Henry GefFeimlich, T
L_?Sl Foresb Avenue, ﬁye New YorE'
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NELLIE BELL KASSIM

ARCOTICS MATTER

N e e NP o

Free-Press. Staff ‘Writer
A federal judge dismissed charges
Wednesday againist two of the eight peo-

. ple charged w1th conspiring with Nellie

Bell Kassim in what the government
claims was one of the .country’s biggest

| prescription drug rings.

Meanwhile, in the opening of deferise

| testimony in the three-week-old trial, the
-1 key defendant claimed he was in Cmcm-

nati, visiting the inventor of-the Heimlich

‘maneuver for victims of chokmg, the same
weekend Kassim testified he was wrxtmg :

phony prescriptions in her behalf in De~

itroit.

U.S. District Judge Anna Dlggs-Taylor
dismissed conspiracy-charges against Cur-

tis Hicks of Detroit and. Sam Fields Jr. of -

Flint aftertheir attorneys-argued that the

government, which rested its case Tues-
day, had:not provided-enough-evidenceto”

support the charges.
Hicks -and Fields were alleged to be

h w-level employes of Kassim at several of

r Detroit clinics that the government
clhims were no more than prescription
m;lls for junkies and drug dealers

_ tims,

cleared in drug mill case |

| By TIM BELKNAP

IN WEDNESDAY'S testimony, Dr.
Ryan Krebs, 29, of Milan, supplied evi-
dence contradicting testimeny from Kas-
sim, who became the government’s key
witness after acceptmg a_maximum 10-
year prison sentence in return for her co-
operation.

Krebs produced airline.tickets support-
ing his. testimony that he flew from De-
froit to Cincinnati Dec. 11, 1981, and
returned two days later, Krebs $aid he
stayed with.Dr. Henry Heimlich; the plas-
tic surgeon who developed the Heimlich
lifesaving: technique used on- .choking vic-

st

Kassxm had earlier teetxfxed that durmg

that weekend she: had seen Krebs in De- -

troit signing prescriptions on her behalf.
Kassim testified that Krebs was one of
several doctors who wrote prescriptions,

. mostly for the painkillers Preludin and

Talwin, without seeing the patients who
purportedly needed them. The preserip-
tions were either sold or used to -obtain
several million dollars worth of pills that
were peddled in Detroit and Washington,
D.C, tesnmony indicated.

product of a top-flight education at Stan-

Levine, a pharmacnst

KREBS DESCRIBED himself .as the

ford University and the University of
Texas-Southwestern Medical School. He
sald he started working part-time at Kas- .

sim's RNA Medical Clinic on -Greenfield ..

after answering a newspaper ad in 1979,
the same year he began his medical ,resi-
dency at the University of Michigan

Krébs denied thathe had deviated from |
Aaccepted- ‘medical practices while-working. |
at RNA and later at another Kassim-clinic }
.on Jefferson Avenle, where he said he ‘

signed an average.of six Preludin.prescrip-’

tions-a day “with a-lot .of yariations on -

gither side of that number.”

Krebs said that other employes ofKas-
sim forged prescriptions in his naine, a
claim that was supported by government
witnesses, He said that on one occasion he
reported a forged prescription to-afedetal
DPrug Enforcement Administration agent.

In addition to Krebs, defendants 2
Shirley Bradley Danner, Maggie Cur?y,
Linda Ricks and John Zellner, all ider'ti-
fied as employes of Kassim, and Berngrd

s
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" cursory medical examinations — were glven written orders for
drugs and where bouncers were needed to keep order among
unruly junkies,

Krebs was workingpart-time for Kassim while in-his:medical {{

SR ]

e g e s o

Free Press ‘Staff. Writer

e g = A o e

. A famous chiest surgeon testified ' Wednesday that Dr. Ryan
) ‘Krebs, -charged with conspmng withNellieBell Kassim {6 operate

N SV e e e e

a:multimillion-dollar drug ring, was a “marvelous young man”

4 whohe wauld still welcome to accept.a prestigious research.post.

. Dr..Henry Heimlich, invenfor of the Heimlich maneuver
credited with saving the lives of many chokmg VlCtlmS, testified
in federal- court Thursday that Krebs, 29, is “like my son — he’s
absolutely honest,-and I.cari’t conceive of him straying.. .. I can't
accept any of the things that I've heard charged: agamst him.”

PROSECUTORS SAY Krebs, one of sxx alleged co-cofspirators u
. on trial; wrote prescnptxons that were uged to gét pills sold to

junkiés and dope-déalers in Detroit and Washmgton, D.C.

‘They say Krebs- opened the Jefferson Medical- Clinic-at 12874
fE Jefferson with Kassi in October 1981 and worked at other -

‘|clinics owned by Kassim. Witnesses have déscribed the-clinics as
prescmptron mnlls where customers — who at best were given

~

government witness as part of a plea-bargaining deal, described.
Krebs-agan initially naive.doctor who, once he realized.the scope
of the-operation, wanted to be.a partofitand “makea million-dol-
Jars” as fast as possible, =

Heimlich’s son; ‘who was a classmate of Krebs' at Stanfurd

“between Dec. 11 and 13, 1981, Kassim 'had testified eatlier that
- she had- seen Krebs wrmng prescriptions for her in Detroit that, 1

residency at thé University of Michigan. Kassim, who became:a

Hejmlich; 62, said he first met Kiebs 10 years ago through

University. Heirnlich said he'd-followed Krebs' education and |
“was impressed with his intelligence and decency.”
Heimlich said Krebs visited the Heimlich family in Cincinnati

weekend. . ‘
- ‘Heimlich said. durmg that weekend he-offered Krebs. a job- asa :

- See DRUG SUSP:CT Page 15A
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DRUG SUSPECT from'Page 3A °

assocxate director.of the Heimlich Institute at Xavier: U"mversxty, '

“where he would have directed research and. medical work.””
But Hexmhch said. he learned Krebs was Interested in-a similar

post at the Scripps Clini¢ in-California, Whlch Heimlich said is oné /

of the finest.clinics in the country.

Krebs also attended:matchesata Davis Cup tenms tournameht
- in Cmcmnatl that weekend Hennhch said. :

" UNDER QUESTI()\IING from Krebs' attorney ~— airmed at |
estabhshingthe chest surgeon-as-a-credible. character witness — .
Heimlich said*he had established several medical procedures:and '
«devices along with. the Heimlich maneuver, mcludmg achesttube
. ‘he used to save the-life of 'a Chinese guerilla while serving behind -
Japanese linesin Inner Mongolia in World War 11 The device was
later used: to save the lives-of hundreds of: wounded soldiers i m f

Vietnam, Hexmhch said.

Heimlich sdid he had Wwon military decorations, honorary ‘

doctorates, humaritarian awards.and an Emmy Award: for “Dr.

Henry’s Emergency Lessons for Peoplé,” an educational télevi- -
sion program ]
‘Heimlich’s testimony is.expected to continue today before U.S. |

District Judge Anna Diggs-Taylor.

Maggie Curry, Linda Ricks and John Zellner = all identified| as
employes of Kassim’s — and Bernard Levine, a pharmacist. T,

‘Other defendants in the case are thrley Bradley Danrtr,"

other people were ordered acquitted Wednesday by Diggs-Taylor. .

The trial is in its fourth week.
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1 ‘By TIM BELKNAP

| -Free Press Staff Writer

A federal jury convicted four: people
Monday of conspmng in the prescrip-

but two of her lower-level employes
were acquitted.

weeks of deliberations were Di: Ryan

. A. Krebs, 29, of Milan; pharmacist
. Bernard Levme, 33, of West Bloomfield;

face maximum sehteﬁcesof five years
jin prison and $15,000 fines.

Imonth trial were Maggie Curry, 29, and

| iJohin (Jersey Bull) Zellner, 53, both-of

~Detroit,

TEN OTHERS have pleaded.guilty to
conspxracy or related charges, includ-
mg Kassim, who agreed to a 10-year

prison sentence in return for co-operat-
" 'ng with federal prosecutors Ellen Den-
his and James McCarthy,

\ Kassim, 42, of Southfield, was the

o pmamiammiis o
'

key witness in the trial. Others on the

P, .

i

tion drug-empire of Nellie Bell Kagsim,

Found guilty after more than fwo-

- Shirley Bradley Daner, 46, .0f Detroit, -
and Linda Ricks, 35, of Detroit. They-

i Acquitted of conspiracy in the two-

our gmiiy? 2 a@qum@s:@\
in prescription mﬂi case

Wltnesses ran the somal
spectrum from a world-
famous doctor to a

cobbler.

s

witness stand ran the -social spectrum
from-a world-famous doctor, Dr, Henry .
Heimlich, who-was a character witness

for Krebs, to-a cobbler, Leroy Bonham,

who said he served as a gigolo to

Kassim and her two sisters.

The sisters also figured in the trial, -

but by their absence. Testimony-disput-

ed by Kassim indicated that she had one .

of the sisters, Mozell Barber, 32, mur-

dered by a contract killer in Detroit ir |
March 1981 because Barber was sus- -
pected of informing. Authorities say

they are still-investigating the murder,

The other sistef, Nancy Lee McGin- |
nis, 31, who was last reported living in -
MlSSlSSlppl, was scheduled to be a ;ﬁ‘e :

fense witness who would refute sofne
¢ See KASSIM, PagelA
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Zacquitted |
of conspiracy |

R ; .
in drug ring
KASSIM, from Page 8A '
of IZ(aSsim’s testimony. However, she

*disappeared” in'mid-trial, the jury was
told"by Ken Robinson, Krebs’ attorney.

'A PLUMP, often smiling woman, |

. Kassim-grew up in New York City and

movedto Detroita dozen yearsago. The |
* foriper nurse testified that her crimial
warger started with welfare fraud and . |}
flim-flam schemes and -evolved into a |
, phatmaceutical drug ring that chap-

neléd hundreds of thousands of pills

‘from several clinics to drug dealers and . "
_ junkies in Detroit, Washington, New

York and North Carolina.

Kassim said she started her -drug |

empire in 1979 with a group of over-,
weight women she sent to doctors to
obtain prescriptions for stimulants,

Tn. March 1980, she said, she:and her - :
friend and former atforney, Robert i
Cohti, opened & diet clinic at 3800 |

Woodward that soon attracted. hun-

" teds of junkies. Cohn has not been |
| _ indieted, but has said federal prosecu-
¢ " torg have told Him he is a target of an-

W D

iftudstication.

i & KASSIM SAID sh anﬁ*Cohn'openédv ‘

¢ troif and on the east side. Pills shipped
. to Washington on Greyhound buses-
" netted a fortune of several million dol~’
. lars. for Kassim, who -once pulled

~ songlity and inventor of the Heimlich -

+ found him to be “absolutely honest. . .a
©maryelous young man,” and a brilliant.

W

. “once he learned the scope of the drug
. operation, wanted o be part of.it and |-
! “mgke a million dollars” as fast as;-
¢ yossible. ' .
.‘The government claimed pharma- |.

I

[
|

| another defendant, pharmacist Stanley

i
|

)

* yestimony the witness previously had
. heen instrugted not {0 give. :

¢ came il just before the {rial, will be

|

X

' %nte’ her lower-level employes in the.

" Curtis Hicks and ‘Sam Fields.Jr., while
| the ttal was In progress. :

R SUIPRRUR VRN
i %

e

! several more clinics in downtown De-

$23,000-from a paper bag to pay for a
new Lincoln, testimony indicated.
Heimlich — author, television per-

manguver designed to save the lives of
choking victims — testified that in the
decade he had known Krebs, he had

medical student. Heimlich sajd he had
met the doctor through Heimlich’s.son, -
- Krebs’ classmate at Stanford Univetsi-

Kasslin, however, depicted Krebs as
« an injtially ‘naive young intern who, |

[ T

st Levine aided the flow.of drugs from
- ibgltimate pharmaceutical manufactur} -
rstojunkies on-the street. Dannerangj |
icks were-employes in Kassim's clir
cs.

S g e g™ TN L e s e st e
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Kassim’s testimony tended to exorI ‘

inic, U:S. District Judge Anna Diggte
‘ ,aylorvdismissed:charges against two,

Diggs-Taylor declared a mistrial for. [}

Tczovitz, early in the irial when 2
government witness gave prejudicial -

Tczovitz, 46, of -Bi;miqgham, and. .
John: Parker, 50, of Detroit, who be-

irled on-consipiracy counts fater, prose- §
by e-ild. o e I A
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September 28§, 2003
Page1of6

Federal Buresu of Investigation
550 Main Street, suite 9000
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

S —

This letter is a formal request for your office to initiate an investigation regarding
the following alleged criminal matters, which are supported by a wide range of
documentation:

b6
b7C

1. From 1976 to the present, Jewish Hospital of Cincinnati has verified 2 non- ; -~
existent medical residency for Dr. Edward A Aatrick, of Cincinnati and Union, &
‘

Kentucky. The hospital has done so despite being aware that Dr. Patrick never
participated in any medical residemncy program at the hospital. ),
g

The hospital has repeatedly verified this non-existent medical residency to multiple

state medical boards, the American Medicul Association, and to numerous
employers, allowing Patrick to obtain medical licenses and to practice medicine in
Ohio and other gtates. Dr. Patrick currently holds active medical licenses in seven
states; five of his state medical licenses and his board certification list false dates of
birth which shave ten years off his actual age.

ya
2. Dr. Henry J/éeimlich and| |while employed by Jewish b6
Hospital, subinitted false atfidavits dated November 5, 1976 to the State Medical pic
Board of Ohio stating that Dr. Patrick had been practicing medicine at Jewish
Hospital for the previous 1-1/2 years. These affidavits allowed Dr. Patrick to obtain
his Ohio state raedical license on December 29, 1976, a license he has maintained to
the present.

b6

At the time they signed these affidavits, Drs. Heimlich andlleere aware h7C

that Dr. Patrick had never practiced medicine at Jewish Hospital, that he did not
possess any state medical license during most of the 1-1/2 year period described in
the affidavits, that Dr. Patrick was not a member of the hospital’s residency
program, and that Dr. Patrick had gained access to Jewish Hospital not as a
physician, but as primary investigator on National Science Fonndation grant #ENG-
7404118. This was an engineering grant run through the electrical engineering
department of Purdue University. Throughout this entire period, Dr. Patrick was
fully employed as a professor of electrical engineering at Purdue University, West

Lafayette, Indiana, a three-hour drive from Cincinnati.

Q04 - L - TG
i
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Jewish Hospital accepted NSF funds as a subcontructor for a computer data
collection study conducted by Dr. Patrick in the hospital’s cardiac care unit. The
hospital was fully aware that Dr. Patrick’s only legitimate purpose for being in the
hospital was for the data collection project.

was a participant in the NSF study and the] [Patrick of
research paper funded by this NSF grant. Therefore,| Was fully aware
that Dr. Patrick’s actual activities in the hospital were limited to data collection for
the engineering grant.

Dr. Heimlich, who by then had been working with Dr. Patrick for a number of years
on what became known as the Heimlich maneuver, was similarly aware of Dr.
Patrick’s actual activities in Jewish Hospital since Dr. Heimlich helped arrange Dr.
Patrick’s NSF grant project at the hospital.

3. Dr. Edward A. Patrick may huve been illegally handling patients in Jewish
Hospital in 1975 and 1976. Dr. Patrick has published a case description in which he
admits having handled a paratyzed stroke victim in the hospital. If Dr. Patrick
caused bodily harm or death to patients, the fabricated residency may have been an
attempt to cover-up the matter.

4. Dr. Edward A. Patrick submitted false documents, including a sworn affidavit, in
his 1976 application for a medical license to the State Medical Board of Ohio. Along
with the false Jewish Hospital residency, which he hay claimed on six state medical
license applications, which are sworn documents, he has claimed a variety of other
false medical residencies.

S. The Health Alliance of Cincinnati, the parent organization of Jewish Hospital,
was made aware of these issues on August 28, 2002, and apparently has refused to
take any action or to report what may be criminal activities to law enforcement
authorities. Upon being notified of these concerns,| |

| |moved Dr. Patrick’s file from Jewish Hospital to the
offices of the Health Alliance where it is being kept under keypad security.

Please find attached a letter tof lated September 18, 2003 outlining these

concerns. On September 19, 2003, |replied to my letter and advised he
had hired a private investigator to Iocate me.

6. Over the years, these matters have been repeatedly brought to the attention of the
State Medical Board of Ohio by multiple parties and the board has failed to take
action. The Executive Director of the State Medical Board of Ohio, Thomas A,
Dilling, has repeatedly ignored complaints on these and related matters. These
matters were also brought to the attention of] |Assistant Ohio
Attorney General, who has similarly failed to take action. Additional information
regarding these complaints can be provided to your office.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

bé
b7C

bé
b7C



Dr. Patrick’s bogus residency came to light as a result of looking at a wide range of
fraudulent activities which he has been involved in with Dr. Heimlich. Additional
information and substantiating documentation may be found in the “Credentials”
section of the following complaint, dated September 8, 2003, which may be found at:

http://complaint.active.ws

All information contained in that complaint may be considered as part of this
complaint to your office.

Regarding Dr. Heimlich, he has been the subject of two recent unrelated fraud
exposes in the national press:

1. http://www.cnn.com/2003/HEALTH/conditions/04/14/health.aids.malaria.reut/
2. http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2003/03/16/loc_heimlich16.html

Confirmation that you received this letter is appreciated. I would welcome the
opportunity to discuss these matters with you.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,/ ()OM E( 4'(
|

e-mail; 2_6, c
phone:
FAX:




September 18, 2003 :©

)
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I received your e-mail of September 12, 2003.

You were copied on two complaints dated September 8, 2003, regarding medical
residencies claimed by Edward A. Patrick, MD.

As you know, beginning on August 28, 2002, the Health Aliance was informed of
these dubious residencies. More than a year has passed since then. It is unclear
whether any action has been taken besides moving Dr. Patrick’s file from Jewish
Hospital ta the Health Alliance.

Since the Health Alliance was informed last year:

1. Jewish Hospital continues to verify that Dr. Patrick completed a full calendar
year Surgery I residency. Evideace indicates that this residency may be fraudulent.
Dr. Patrick’s only connection to Jewish Hospital was that he was collecting research
data for a National Science Foundation engineering grant. Nevertheless, the surgery
residency has been verified by Jewish Hospital since 1976, allowing Patrick to
obtain medical licenses in multiple states. This claimed residency may also have
been used by Dr. Patrick to obtain board certification by the American Board of
Emergency Medicine.

2. Another edition of the American Board of Medical Specialties directory has been
published and Dr. Patrick’s entry continues to list a non-existent two-year
University of Cincinnati Emergency Medicine residency.

Of additional concern are two affidavits signed by Drs. Heory J. Heimlich and[__| b6

dated November 5, 1976. As you are aware, these affidavits were b7cC

provided to the State Medical Board of Ohio and allowed Dr. Patrick to obtain his
Ohio state medical license, which he has maintained since 1976. Jewish Hospital also
verified Patrick’s residency to the American Medical Association, a primary
verification source.



If the Jewish Hospita! residency is illegitimate, these may be criminal matters. When
you were informed last year, yon may have had a duty to report these matters to the
appropriate authorities,

It should also be noted that repeated complaints by multiple parties regarding Dr.
Patrick’s credentials and related issues have been submitted to the State Medical
Board of Ohio, who have similarly refused to take action despite being made aware
that Dr. Patrick’s residency may have been acquired illegally.

If the Health Alliance and other agencies are unwilling to address these issues,
perhaps they are best handled by law enforcement authorities in the seven states
where Dr. Patrick is licensed, including Ohio, as well as federal law enforcement
authorities.

I have one question and I would appreciate your reply. Does the Health Alliance
verify that Dr. Edward A. Patrick completed a full-year surgery residency at Jewish
Hospital?

Thank you for your attention to mry concerns. I look forward to your response so
that I may know how to proceed.

Sincerely,

b6
e-mail: b7C
Phone:
FAX:
Ce:

Jim Petro, Ohio State Attorney General
Michael K. Allen, Hamilton County (Ohio) Prosecutor

Azrron Manka, Ph.D, Investigative Scientist
National Science Foundation/Office of Inspector Genernl

Jane E. Henney, MD, Senior Vice President, Provost
University of Cincinnati Medical Center

William J. Martin II, MD, Dean
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine

W. Brian Gibler, MD, Professor and Chairman
University of Cincinnati Medical Center/Dept. of Emergency Medicine



Peter E. Dann, PhD, Interim Am#:hlc Vice Provest for Research
Purdue University ,

Thomas A. Dilling, Executive Director
State Medical Board of Ohio

bé

Asst. Attorney ({ﬁcncnl of Ohio BTC

Kenneth Hanover, President, CEQ
The Health Alliance

Elliot Fegelman, MD, Director, Surgery Residency Program
Jewish Hoapital

Cynthia Taradejna, Executive Dirgctor
Institutional Review Committee, ACGME

David L. Nahrwold, MD, Pruidenk
American Board of Medical Specigities

Mary Ann Reinkart, Ph.D, Executive Director
American Board of Emergency Medicine




