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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO!
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FARLES WESLEY HLRI'AR-
s Vietinm

SYNOPS?S OF FACTS: s-ubject HELEHA mnsm, 300 Park Ave. s
' I.Hﬂr_la.nk_Cﬂx._nnu_ﬁha has a sister,
Poland, that. she’
_has not corresponded with her for edight . .
months or more, 4nd received & post card
from her about three weeks agoj that she
never pald a cent of meney. to ényone in .
. either Polfnd or Germany for: ‘the aid of
her sister; that ‘thore zever was any attempt
made to extort mohey from har, and that she
never paid any money to anyone in 1938.or any
other time., Description of vi~tim set out.’

REFERENCZ Report of Special Agent hated at :
¥ew York, March 9,"_19'1.2 —

T o

. : .l < i .

: ¥I5S HELENA RUBINSTEIN was interviewed at her apartment
on the fourteenth floor of 300 Park Avenue, New York City, on March;28,1942,
in the presence of her attorney, MR, HARCLD WAILL, .of the law fim, leon
and Weill, 15 Bast 26 Street, New York City. She stated thst she has a
sister,| |foland when she last heard fron
her. Thi=s ferritory 3= now under the domination of Germany, 3he siated
that she has not cerresponded with her sisier for over eicht wonths,.and,
was.at a loss to ¥now whame her sistar wo: until three wecks ago
when the recsived a pest card from her at oland, She .stated

she hAas never at aay time sent any funda. yonein either Poland cr

oemany for the aid cf ber sister, and-there wae nmr any dexand or at-
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.here never, was say’ cttempt mada 4o s4aure Tinds ey
hara to har uis'cer in 1938 or any: othar tm,*'am*at ‘that” "dmn, the: year‘ R

Domny

)‘ISS mBHSTm stated *h“,l ! 19;-, HJAUA tu th& tina. I’(—hhd
was. takm by aemany, she uas ‘4n Poland . and other%x‘ohign countries.of i ©
ok~ POt A ﬁtu‘ined xt& Xhe United Staten i
ahe rtatad t.hat. her sister 3 2
»‘uor. ellowes to leave Peland
!ISS RLTBA.ISTEIN sta
.mtes ‘of an- extorbion natare dmmnding anty Iunda fm her; and :
ra' R imediatély“:nnfif N e Yok ;iéld Dn‘isic-x
" oftice by talephone. " She ‘'was Curnishéd with cellophane ghvelopes for the
pnrpose of preser-.ring an:v notea or ex&cxtion‘ 1ét4srs. she might mceive.

71%300 Psrk, Avénug, - \Zew
Coma"‘tic manuracturer

. . . is there have been m ex*ortiori e*tam' o“ amy nature receiva b‘y
HSS HELENA RURINSTEIN, 'this matteris bei.ng cloaed gubject to be mbpened

sbwld iunher 1n!cmacion be rece:[vad.
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Resnlt of Exastaztions
o A paarch wu md. in lhb 'lnovmwnl Leitar nla in an
~attempt to find othar writings containing the kg hantarlting urracs;
teristics which appear on dpeciment KX but nime wha foimd, ‘A suitahle r<

. photopraphic copy Ls being added to this fils and in the ﬂont of nny
Mun denu.ﬂoat.icn 7our, o"ice nn \u mttﬂod. e . ,

‘l\', .

: o
R : ' "'hc m‘igimi ﬁdcn“, 3?0@ n;i
-An Qﬁo 1’33 i, the ubo-ttorn "
-2 - Rew York

’ rm!!..r. wmu of, Mmmm
s 7.s.wm'xm G‘Mm




sepe) 5 ﬂ"d““n‘ S o0 : A A A Temn
mm!W ¥ gl : . . NeCegr... .,

wmwm\m swuul S V. Gluete
,x‘:La 231%. o B Py

b7 . ’;‘Lr‘. Fagan VO,
C X . ' ~T. Trecy

ri'E‘LET‘;PE Me Cavwen L,

. . : - ' P Oofley . L

f- FE1 NEW YORK CITY  2-28-4 7-55 PN, URS N

: Nr e oL,

DIRECTOR - a o ' A

G . i L-2%

ez FRIT2 "RuHN CHARLES WESLEY HARMAN, EXTO
g G

VRILENA RUBINSTEIN, VICTINM, LMORMATION RECEIV:.D FEBRUAR
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INSTANT FROM CHARLES AN OF CONTEMPLATZD EKTORTION FROM HELETA RUBIN-

STEIN, IYC HA“MAN BE jENLLY RELEASED FROM CLINTON PRISON, NY WHERE

INCARCERATED WITH KURN[ __pLAK PROMULGATED TO EXTORT FIVE

HULDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM VICTIM BY $&m=X USE OF SWASTIKA DECORATED
THRZATENING LETTER THROUGH MAILS, - FAILURE TO COMPLY RITH‘REQUEST WOULD

CRESULT IN LIQUIDATION OF VICTIMS CLOSE RELATIVE IN GERMARY. HARMAN
'ﬁAs T0 HANDLE ALL FLANS AND ACT AS MAIN SUBJECT BUT DESIRES TO GO
STRAIGHT AND COOFZRATE WITH RUREAU. INFORMANT ADMITS LONG CRIMINAL ==X
VRECORD. HARIIAN STATES KUHNMN IN POSSESSION 0# INFORMATION ABOUT VICTIi®
WHICH WOULD INDUCE HERX TO COH?LY WITH DEMAND, NEY YORK OFFICE
CUNTENPLFT S INSTRUCTING INFORMANT TQ DROP PLAN, ASENTS WILL INTERVIEYW
VICTINE AND iNSfRUCT HER 70 ADVISE NEW \ORK OFrICE IMMEDIATELY
I3 EVENT SKZ RECEIVES THREATENING ETAER. nBOVE PLANS TO BE EFFECTED
UNLESS COnLTRARY INSTRUCTIONG RECEIVED{”HARﬁAN-WILL L FURTHER VICQROUSLY
QUESTIONED TO ASCERTAIN ANY ADDITIONAL IFFORHATQOH. LETTER
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?‘hrrnl Surentt aof Investipaifon

MUnifed &tates Departinertt of Justice
lew York, New York

JLS:FE - . '
F=5KS5 Yaren 7, 1942

Drector
L‘edex al Bureau of Investigaticn
vashington, . C.

Attenticn: Technical labor.tory

2

te: FRITZ FUil;l
CHARLES W ESLEYCHADIAN ;
HRIENCRUPDNSTED! - Victim;
RATORTIN

There is enclosed herevith a sample of the
contents of a proposed extortion letler, which was
supposed to lave teen cent to FEIRA +UBDMSTED in
vew York Citye. This paper is an &n by 13" wilite sheet
of note boor papur and is the known handwriting of
CHAMIES WRSIEY HARVAN, who has furnished information
w the New ¥ork office in this ca...

It should be noted that tha writin: is that

of BARYAY, and & s nritten in the pressice
o1 Special Apent of the Mew York fFleld oliflcc.

It is desired that tlis exhiibit te naintained
in the files of the Technical Laboratory fer futwre
rofererice. It is further susprecsted that i4 be cempared
with unidentified Landwriting contained in the anonymous
lstter file «f the Mareau Technical I.aboratory.
N iy wemm oo
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special A;-ntincmrge
Kow Iork, Rew Iork

PR

o gerﬁ-enco is aado.tp the roport- o{‘ Special Agent
o dated lhrdi 9, 19&2 "'lﬁ m Iork City in the
aYora captioned’ ‘oages # b :

.~ ; The ‘Buresu duires umt ths ;mm vicki,n in,
this cus, ¥re. Helena Rubm‘boin, 725 F1{th Avenoe, m
York, be interviewsd at §hs’ sxiiest pouihlo noaent, md
that tha resalis of same to sn&itt&d 1. the Baré. An

CmmUNlCATiuhS SECTION |
MAlCED 7]

——— ,{ HiAR 26 1942 PM.
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CiL ‘_L.....» hARhW" foluntcrily furnished
New York office, 2/21//2 withidetatls
'ef possible extortion plot against .
HELEKA RUBINSTEIN, malthy toilst. -
preparsiions mer, ¥.Y.C." EAmAN -
released from cl.'mton Prison,sDantenora,

Tarnished all in- .

. , elthough XUHN be--
lieved MBugatox‘ of ‘plot to extort .'
$500,000,00 frou. victim on threats to
harm victin's sister-in Germanys’ Snmprc. .
of propoded lettor which is te be sént::
through raile by HKARIAN set’ forth. mamn
who is to'direct all-plans instructed to
hold 211 action in abeymce. Vict,im to.
e interviewed. ; CoR Tl

: ,'1 ""JE‘bP mmcx

FMCE(’ Py "_ ) f, Tuetr,‘e ‘éga
i o .. to the Furea é‘q

e

.mnﬂ.‘ix , " his invest gnt}on as pxgd.’!;ued vipon % e
1, . ‘nfomt,ion furnished by CHARIES,TESIEY. X -
( ; FATMAT, . : "olmf.vuily ammd 1n the
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. tesides in Berlin, Germaxv.

,,nmm stated that ha had babn: raieued ‘o CIinton ‘
Prisott, bﬁnnenora, tew York on Sebritry.25, 1942, wiire he had
cmy-oted serving a ten yoar séntence for forgery.’ E.LM also :

‘related that he had teen sentenced to Setve tils term, in e
General Sessione Coux*, lew .York City methne during 1932

He admitted serving: approxim..taly Lo yea.rs in the Fedaral
Penituntiary’at Atlanta’ for conspiracy in a- ‘confidence. gar-e ’
and also tist he had served\approxiuto‘" t*o years in the’

,..ARW infomd :he rrit:;?t‘nc bo b!li 4n hia

'posseésion, facts revolvinp around a:plan to emr‘c from .
. HELEXA RUBINSTEIN the ameunt of -$500,000,00, based updd a3
threat to injure the ctin‘a_ sister, who p\res'mbh' prsﬂenh:r

"HARMAN stated that during the .
years he spend in Clinton Prison, .he becams intimately" acqx.nnt.e

[ ,
“He siated that when FRI.Z KUHN,. 1ormer Bund leader entered :Iinton

- Prison mbproximately three yaan 2£0," KUKR became very intimate, -
with [pARMAR sald that. during . the threa months .
prior o his release, 3:plan had been pmlgtted whereb: EELENA "

" RUBDNSTEIN, wealthy uoilct prepu'ati i3 0wnér, 44 16 be the -0
victin of a ®sheke—down® £o. the ‘exient¥{f :$500,000,00. - km!m
* states that be knows for a fact that KUHM s the instimater of
this plan
Re added tha his plan 1€ Lhe result 6 a three monvhA c-lre.nl
planning cf KU: IARMAN also stated that he coubted
whether XGAN ic avare af thé fact_..phat,.,u, ‘HARMAN, 48 the Vi.n-y Do

~the plans, 8% sodn as RARVAN arrived in Rew York City, he wasv.. .
to prepare and £ail a’'letier and “gend- It throngh the United Stato:
meils to the victim, addressed to, HELENA RUBINSTRIN, 35-14 30th
Avente, Long Island City, ner zorx “or ta Hm.im amsmm m:.,

- 715 Fifth Avende, Kew Ya"k City.- EEN T , :

- EARMRM p*epared in his cwn: }nndm*ing a d..nlicate
of e extortion letter, ﬂ‘rlch 15 to be sent . to the nctia, thi




S Lt o .
O Voo

1

. \
E -

'oemg dora in the preecorich of” t}m arithe :)rl('con tents’ %3 tfn&***-__; .
letter qnot.ed a3 follm: PR il B :

_ “Thé’ or{gin and
Lyou will® S.modiately Tecoigira. v You will h6t
dater than {4 days) Amiss the!mut of 2500,600.00 - |
rnd:,' £6r instant- ﬂelivary, 5. }7;*_4" Cnrrenqy, as '’
- £alloms,; ~2100,100.00 44 $100 BA11s, $100,000,00 ¢
- m 850 bills, §100,000.00 $r 420 bills, noo ooo.oo
310 blll! and noo ooo.bo Ankgs, bills
Yoy vrill aignﬁy ycu. cmqﬂiancé 'nith thia ki
nd2te by inserting in the’ Persofigl Colimn of -
thy K.Y, Times,. for. 3 days, surting (da.te) as i‘
Aollowsz ; t(hqrge m JHeler ' .
P.C. T,

. “ 3
. «Purther 1ristmctrcm;\di1 nreﬁpo&.m Falled
you. Any effort io. comﬁ‘uté ¥ith axy law-ene .
forcement &gdney. or to. 4n6er ‘the suilcessful car—-v‘...b "
cut of the order of A\nfs‘rangate wilY meet withow . o
instant reprisals. Arp ‘abtempt to cause the arrest
of the. person contacting you or your agan§ will in =
-,/ . DO WAy embarrass us but-¥i1l: result. in’ the irr:enute“-h
liqu*datim of your-Deat. &za Abroad xho ,}a a..m
being adaqutely takeu et f o

- - .14 shoaid be 'noted that FAMAS wrofwmo,comont- of -
R ', ihis detter in the presence of the, writer without arg” heS‘l‘h‘»:lon
o8 thongh it had Yeen nemorized. *}!., stated that there were no U
instructions in writing. and that e’rem‘:ing ms earried in Ky o -

- memery.  HARJUN related:that the 16tte¥ Anvio ‘ba *ritten on bluish

" papexr ¥ith red crayen, and that tBéwrifing {5°ts te- Yory rough. -
EARUAX furtter stated that the Insighide of” iha Faslswastika is

- Yo te drawn tirough the contents 6f the extortion Tetter,and that»

- through. each of the squares created by the swastika ars o be " AN
rritten the following letters:™ %0, 0.°0. H." < HAHUAN. 6tateq. ‘t.'; at;o
Lhese letiers signify, WORIERS OF GRXERAL mxmm'ms" The form
which UARYAN states'is to be used and which §5 %o ba written~ . ..

wIRsn sl the extortion latter ib:t&dicate&*"by the fpllmfing draf-

:
Xy,




Lf‘ter amw. sam.s the abcm: qmad Ietter, he in
W use ks best Judgment as to the rarner in 'ﬂdch the paqr—
eff is to take ‘place; and 8lso &z %0 hq 3
Ye randied. FRARYAN indSeated, hmre%r,
discussed in detail the best poasible ~in whdch i¥ s extortion.
‘pay-off 13 Lo be hmdleds .catad tm..he 18 to reseive:

furtter instructions” '1-" - reliminary plans ' ,
Ihawi bean instituted by’ '.o.| |'. a

| ! g aot ‘ab.all aware of any.of
e t HAREAK, btut that.she is to'’
' “-ba ins‘tructed merely ,to IGcleTs; which she, receives”s -
ted-on odd-zmaba a, tutned over to BARMAN, sines those
are ils letters will contain instrmziions to EARMAN. .
.FASYAR statsd tha‘ wld use secrét writing to convey
the Instructions 4 him, by: “tha 150 f a pen point wetted with
sailva, anc! he sxid that this writl -u;rcnuld te bronsht. out mere
h p«uring ut.ed ink Over tha writ...na ‘ z

erning ﬁa plan i‘».,ﬁ:: pa;a\-o
_ w that'he !.Sto te

e ihm wrifer that he had cmtacted
ATy db, X9, and feund that v
| hxee wdich JATHAY richt Ymve 3n store.
ie Ly PLiain Lre cerrices of & Ro.
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ool ings B 7

yturn is vo; obtain.the servicas of: & Ko. 3 mn, R

- b8 qniva wradecated; . and- art,er _seVér" "a'_va of picking up
deli?eri'\g tungles -Lo; nocz ‘maty; - hay v No s :35- will obtadin L1A™ -
.extortion. package.Trom thi sshonddt an take it 167 Tsoma. des‘ig;nte‘l_
plaée.. NG REE S poim‘,»ﬁo. 'Ze'man ‘w{117pjek o the ‘extortiom L
package, and place it &n ‘im eustoey;nn or:cievef hi
assistants.” At this. point,’ the plans ar®" fio32 man -

be %el ; thereby. breaking the. seqiience am preveﬂyf.'xﬁ By
‘eitker TARMAN fm Saing 1dent..£1ed. - =

o |a13o stated that! cnal;;l attotoey, tn o
Few York CITy and 4 mombar of the dele counsels at a“spy trial
_4n Yew York Gity, is a vezj' ‘¢lose Triend of- KURL'S , and be feela ‘-
thst wiil em‘,er the plctuz'e before. the plan 1o éa:;..‘.:*nd. .
or 3% Teash after & motiey has boen’ obtaimd from’ the': Tictim.
" HARMAN indicated thab in ths event uro mmmsvsm igne:-# ihe -
_note, other notes will by, senb and .. no results ave foctheens
“ing, plans are’ to be effectéd’ whoreby: the’victi.n’a..{msbtnd oz‘t-
" hey son-in-law, who is manager of the victim'é"b‘orpbrau o Wl 1T
, ba kidnapped, HARMAN stated that his’ cut in.this plad fe to te - .
‘fi:ty per cerit or. $250,000.00, and that the remairder of ihe ‘meney
+is %0 be split tetween XJRN He atated tha$ he had
been trying to fathom the mLﬂ_\m—f_ﬂor Sending this note, “ghd stated .
tmt he concluded that XUFM micht expsct, to-be ‘able. .to be Yo' -
‘1lsssed from prison in the ‘event. he ‘had sufficicat ‘cakh Lo irork withe
| HANAS 21so e2ted that.fié had considered the po-si‘oility that XUFA: -
; ‘rdght hava, by some uninown peans, tippedioff 4ba; yictim in this casey
% -®ith the hopes that’in this manner, be might’ Nceiva-ma "consideraticr’
" when bhe cams up for.pardle at ihs cignton pr ; vxm‘,‘ntatad that P
he camn directly to the Mew York Fie:
“he would nttempt to be of.servirs 1o
" further that he felt that ¥e was o posaesaitm of iatmtioh 1rh1¢!1
had preat ramifica4tons, ‘and further thatisems. individnal!s. lii’a :
v i pdght be endangered, . HAAN placed a great imouny of jsmphasis. ozz
T3 ghe' marhd® dnwhich the,extortion litter L8 to ba, pregRred; dnet
T ddcating that’ nsuts ‘that ‘the’ uitmstﬁm with the
Jattars ROCHI® ¥i uve a groat effoct upon ‘the’
etatad Rlas AJ‘:}K aoms SHRk s victim is, unding la:'ge
U zoteprabraad 18 ety ey gro'.ec‘.. * n«te«: E@ ‘her's wha {s. 1n Abe
[ 'miatmb' of ofi’.c.u.s _n'&'an, nm.,m. e ﬂ‘ﬂd *.tz:t ha d.d >
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‘
'\ant,- v...'f; kih\q,\

not kiow the name of Mrs. RUBT s*sm's.,uster. Hmuk t\ela

t\.a'o HELENA RUBINSTEIR i3, eo kmwn.u Princess. LSOVRIRILYT
n'XQ.‘IA, ard that is the, feasoh vy ahe 1¥ addrcssed in thia
mer on the axtort* an no o. :

. dm vL s o}‘-'z.‘:e-—

000. 00, tpptrently ‘LY “the ‘nde 01‘
old HARMAN that le roceived .

his {nformation f"om FRITZ™ " tated thut the. v'i.c
on° that occasion liad paid off, the Bcmey {0 whom &ver deman».cd .
iy, but that 4% is not- believed thet XUIN. yecaived the - TOREY T
EARMAN stated thal apparently ‘sobe otler, organization or. party-
¥as responsible’for the priorshike—iokii§ PARMAN infofmasd the,
writer that he would rot take arg” {m-thcr steps in cc-w-ction
- with this plan until he had receized- Anstructiens from the

. RewyYrk of fice. HARMAN -indicated Ms» ‘de#ire to-“cooperst e

. coipletoly mith thie o HMice.in’every Fdspect, and that if it.:
" was the desire of thé# Bureat thlt the entire matler be: d-opped
» e would. very willingly zgreae-to Ehis,** ga- fm‘aer indlcated "
. that if 1% was desired that .the prei'winaries of thé' plan be
completed, he would liKewizs be  willing.ta, cormgnce whatever
action this:.office desired. HARKAN yas hstru..ted to refrain |
‘Trom any setion and arothor interview was' nrrmged for HAP.}J)JJ
on t.ha touovring day, Februar'- 23, 1942.- .

"I houla Ye noted £!=t ﬁmmz had 1n his poasession
a letter from the New York az‘ﬁas of tha COurtis. m'ight Ai'-plam

-+ Corporation; indicating that th% General Uarager was. paraonall;[

. interestsd in. ‘BADAAN, and btisi sfforts would be made to obtain’.. -

hima Job upon his release Srok: Clinton Prison.” At a later dat 6,

lr’ WAl advisad that he had gemm io the plant located in Paterson,’ _
New Jérasy for an interview, a2 that- after dompleting a questioﬂire,'
he wae ©0 reiust _ <o Paterson; Wew. Jersey -soneiime during the w .
ending March 14, 191.2, at which” time he- 'R:mld bo advised. whet

SF rot te nould, bs given emln:nent.' EAKHAN stated that 4n th
o7 une he could be reac‘ml a‘ ‘the sloan House in Rew !ork qf‘

Lo e on Pebruary: 28 19‘2 H:\RU.N lglin appeared in the /
tew Yoxt'?ield o:ﬁce, at‘wkﬁch tme ha :‘as inzt.ruc‘-d t.o re,l




' ;ypeu._ in '&nis cfﬁc’ on Ilarch 2, 19!.2, shich™

would agein be discusséd witl' “hipe -~ ;aao_xm,rebr\:ary 28, 194%;

a telstyps was transaittad,toithe Bureaii, sebting forkh. briefly”.
the above information,: ‘advizing /bhe Burest that .4 t-xEs bhe plan
of this office to interview amrh woRiiSTED; (and’ '&hﬁt {twas

. contemplated that inktructions wonid be. .ghven to ‘HARMAY hot to-
. take" eny Mher ac s.on in comoction ut. Lhe nﬁ.ort,m plan.

.o uarch 2, -191.2, AN ag !m appaaw:d In"tha'y
~ut, which tire.Ls WBS: interviemd b:r Spécia.l .
4 the wriver At Ent e tind,

. again qu-stioned Thoroughly - poncerninc ke’ 1nroma
‘possession;’ and he' repeated:the - same facts: “Without ¢
a8 he had related to the  Writer on Fehmarf 27 191.2.
pecortained at ihis time ‘that; PARMAN had: oensd in the Tnited-
gtates Army during the last ¥orld War &s & private attached
to Corpany. "M, 23rd’ Engineers,. Qnited States Ay, and that |
. he wss discharsad on TFehraary 19, 1018, "the reaton bteing for’ ' "
- disabilfty. Be- had in hia, possession honora‘ble diseharge papers,
riich mdiceted tha b e was' cl_-nau‘ied s qpossessing ood charactera-’

PR

o e sufplav £ the axtorh”r,._' etter “¥hich iz to be -
‘sent to the victin and wis preparad:ir the-presonce. of the. vrri
W.HAMR 13 being transmitted. 'bo tha e ohnical Iaboraﬁd!'y"for“'

" nnintenance in the ﬁ.les.

It nhould 't-e néted” ﬁm. mm has’ agm.d to tele~,
pnor.ically -contact the:Yew XOrk Field, office’ at virious intérvala
quring vhe coming two weeks. . #s indicated :that ‘1% would. te L
. jpossiple for his to give -any’ address as he did. not Ynow where’
e w2& going ‘to reside, but.ihat he wags plarmning. 4o visit with '
friends in New Rochalle, He¥® !ork‘. v He stated tis 34 was glro
possixle that ha conld.be co ugh.the Qurt:
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