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March 15, 1908

lfir. J. Edgar Hoover
Departacnt of Justice
Bureau of Invegtigation
YWashington, D. C.

htd

#y decar ir. Hoover:-

I soorecizte your lettcr of the 13th.
Young Tolson %ill »nrove e loy=1l 2nd, I hopz,
uscful azent. .

Coréially yours,

e kiiiescry

Newton D. Baker




WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

Karch 156, 1928.

Honorable J. Idgar Hoovar,
Dirscsor, Bureau of Investigation,
Departument of Justice,
Tashington, D. C.
Dear Nr. Hoover: .

I hereby =ccept appointzent as Special Agent in the
Bureau of Investigetion, Departuent of Justice, at a salary of -
32700.00 per annum, Jaf-3, in accordancs with the terms of your
letter of Yarch fourteernth end the enclosed appointnient sizred- by
Tne Attornuey Generel, seme to becowe effective on April second,
1228. I will report to Special Agent in Charge J. i. Keith, Hurley-
YWright Building, betweer row and April secondvfor oath of office
ernd assigntent and will be available for duty on the mornirg of

April seccrd.

Respectfully yours,

T

{e sz. \jz;lZALA;—vx,.

Clyde A. Tolsen.
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CoLLaDAY, CLIFFORD & PETTUS

COUNSELLORS AT Law CABLE ADDRESS COLC
UNION TRUST BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D.C.

TELEPHONE MAIN 7¢

March 15, 1928.

norabls J. Edgar Hoover
rgan of Investigation
iapartment of Justice
itashington, D. C.
Doar Ir. Hoover:

Thanks very much for your letter of the
153th instant advlsing that kr. Clyde A. Tolson has been
apoointcd &8s a Special Agent for the Bureau. I am very
giazd that his appointment has been found possible.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

ERS:LT

- o e s s . R

MAR 15 ¢ s ~\9},
DEPARTED A U&
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Forn 2413 VI "D STATES CIVIL SERVICE COR ..{f*‘;lON
CERTIFICATE OF FiEDICAL EXARNNATION UHDER EXECUTIVE GRDER JUKE 18, 1923

(APPLICANT MUST FILL IN DO'X'I._D LINES BELOV TO HEAVY LINE)
CZ dc& Q 3 Rolled print, riglit forefinger

ek 7HB N S oot S L Lo

(Lost outice uddrdss)

........ Ay AR ./;?o/

“(Sox) (Data of birth)

LA FL O I i

A PE D SR

In what Deparineat and Bureau are you o be emiployed 2

In what City or Tewn are you {i; e emnioyed ?
-0 18 3. e TP ANTTRE T

(r'i'!‘l’f.ﬁc;fu\ 8LC ’é"}
............ eeeeee--.. inches. *--_-_ pounds. ...cccecccceocieencenae.o poOUBds. oy .
{, without. shoes) in clothing) (Weight, without clothing) (Use fingerprint indelible pad)

Males, without (,]Uﬂ.l(l\l\’ ¥ fcm‘.lc:, ciothed but without wrap or hat. )
Items checked (V) were eramined and found normal.  Deriations from normal are noted. (Sece instructions on back of sheel)
' ’ 20 20 20 20
1. Eyes: For distunce; with glasses if worn: Right Without glasses: Right 3_0 Left siO
Evidence of diseize or injury: Right ... L/ 4 S Left ooeeeee.

h\ THE TOLLO\. H\G)

5
s
3. Nose: —

4. Mouth: =

0. B, P I B RSO Sta it WO 63, PO DT

'Ithand Ta, Ava.. Y. W, V”Nh nmion. G Thea examiaing

140 of exuining 1) ( .............. physician
‘4 must be in

the Federal
(Dato of examination) service
.

*For males, to be taken ouly upon special wrillen request of the offic:al ordering examination. '-27
This report 1s to ho returnce Lo the oflicial of tho U. 8. Civil Sarvico Conimlission requesting tho examination.
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Sy

nd of this excinalion thered }. i3 {o obtain information as fo the
phkysical condition of appeintees to the ¢! .m.;:ﬁed civil service with a vizw fo promoiing cilicicacy and minimizing accidents and
claiis under United States employees’ compengation Inwsz.

The aim of the Executive or;]c"(' y ane 18, 1923, o

NOTIES JFOR UNAMINING PVIYSICIAN
Wiianr: Males, without clothing, and also in ordinary clothing without overceat or hat (weigh twice); females, clothed but without
wrap or hat.
Heienr: Without boots or shoes; observe that no appliances are used to jncrease,
The exanination should mrl ude the following obeervetions, cs to—

(1) Eves: Ptosis; discharpe; corneal rears; plerygium.  In recording vision consider 20 feet as normal and report oll vision as a
fraction with 20 feet as numeratur and the smallest type read at 20 feet as denominator, If glasses are used, record for
cach eye the finding with and withont glassea. -

(2) Ears: Evidence of middle car or masteid dizease; cordition of drums; discharge.  In recording hearing, record 20 feet as normal
distance for conversational voice and record deviation from normal ag fraciion with 20 as denominafor and actual
distance as numerator.

(3) Nosu: Ability to blow through cach mostril. If free, a speculum examination would not be indicated.

(4) Tnroat: Tonsils; hypertrophy.

(5) MouTm: Missing teeth; pyorrhea.

(6) Turnom: Presence of tumor in neck and {tremor; exoplithalmos; nervous hichstrung (‘ispo<itio;1; especially in women.

(7) ITearT: Murmurs. If vaivular digense exists, state whethey or not.it s fully canpensated.

(8) Luxcs: 1t is necessary that the ausculialory cough be uscd. Tubcmx osiz; if present state whether active or arrested, and if
arrested your opinion as to how long it has been quiescent. Sputun to be examined for tubercle bacilli in all suspecied
cases.

(9) Inguinarn Kixas: Hernia; no hernia butimpulse on couglhiing; ro hernia or impulse but abnormally large rings.  Any other hernia
ghould be noted, and if present deseribe fully and state whethe itisretained by well-fitting trusa,

(10 to 13) Sc' rs, deformities, atrephics, paralyses, or fiat foot of such a nature uz toincapacitate or hecome aggravated by work or be later

cod a3 coused by accident or occupation. Iy “fiat foot,”” as vsed in thisforna, is meant a foot v-ith impaired function,

5o aivalent to “fallen or mizplaced creh,” an abnonnal condition, Impabrmeont of function is the point

1he term bei
1o bo moted. 1t is not intended that emall, incigniicant biemizhes which mighi be refemad to as marke of identification
be recorded. : -

(14) Urinalysis 1o bz made and blood pressure to be tauken whaen eapecially indicated, particululy in peisons over 40 when arteriosclerosis,
nepbritis, or diabetes is suspeeted. :

Record, if takeu: Urinalysis: Sp.gr. ... Alburacn
Blood pressure: Mm. Heg. s;.'stuhc AMm. JTg. diastolic
REMARKS: . ' i -

{Name of examinirg physician.)

(Title, 0ifd biansh of medical servios.) -

Examined for position in—
Department

Bureau

Titlo of position -

Number of certificate upon which apylicant’s name appe:i.rs -
OOV ERNPCHTY PRINTING OFTICE 60747 f‘(@
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Sir:

T91 ero herelry ennointod o Endsclal Azant of
e M o Inventisatisy, Do-urtzesnt of Jusliae, with
xlary at the rota of [ Z700 rer snmum, 4n prede sl 8.
Yo willd o‘-~a e 2llewal Four eotas) ermen=es of truvel rnl
orn “-on At 5wl o dn bliew of woveiatssen vhen gbe
8Lt oo o Trevibergy wuwiel s £I0 temnorarily
&t "..vr_»--‘:ur;;:..;. —e weq g follosins yair sussr il oess iaacit,
VEIC BQasaanriers wall va fdwed fram L2y o Llag at such
p‘-cm x" SN desgl mivinalle U the Tivectcr of the
carand OF Juvoealagation Ladol wauwse suncrvielon pad 1'"'tx'uc-
iion you will L3 eaplorai,

Yoot eularyy GaaoniRat,y ANt per Sicn 111 Ye paled
fro= the ernrervinticu dw ®hetection en? Droeccution of
CTiJ::.'E.q :

Ao rzpsintmont w4l tate cffest vhon You entor
duw'

Thin lotier fc not to Ve considerod ax cporeting
crcldontiads 24t 48 not to Lo mo usad, Chreratin: crodontisls
S6 dscacl scnaratolys

You should exceute ths roquired oeth of office end
pereonsl. hic4ory cheet, REOORI‘Eﬁ"

Respooth 11y, bq q b < . _._ﬂg

(ei-med) .Tno.;G. Sargent._ L
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OFFIC. JF TI DIRLECTOR, BLiEAU OF . JEST! .TION
Te

OFFICIAL INDICATED ENLLY/ BY CHECK MARK |

Attorney General ... ... ] .
~ 3-13-23
General Donovan oo 1
General Luhring ... [
TUvinion Fived
General Willebrandt .. ... I .

The aitached apnoint-
itre Clyie Ae Tolcoon
o ba sent cul provided the
: vt uron nis physical ex-
] :cen received

i

< k24
sractory. .

Yy
o)
I

Mr. Stewart oooocoooooo .. .
Assistant Director.._................. ]
Chief Inspector..........__............ O

Chief, Division 3 _......cc..ooooo. O

Chief, Division 4 ....___.._............ ] .
Chief, Division § o.o................_.. O o
Chief, Division 6 —.ooooeeoeeeoe 7 :

Shief, Division 7 .ccoeeeiee. I::]
MissGandy...ooooooeoe ]

Personnel Filing Section _____._____. ] . g

sovimnot iMoo arce 14410




- 1 " |
q _ (Date) 74’}../)&,&&— S 1928

Dirsctor, L——’///’/,///,,*
Bureau of Investigation, .

Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Having filed an application for a position as Special
Agent in the Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Decpartment of Justice,
I hereby certify that in the event of an appeintmsnt I will e
governed by the following conditions:

1. Upon appointmsnt and within ten days after
receipt therecof, I shall be required to proceed
et my own expense to Washington, D. C. where I
will take ths oath of office and enter on duty.

2. That said appointment will be for a proba-
ticnary period of two months,

3. That my retenition in the Bureau shall be do-
pendent upcen my services being satisfactory, and
if at, or befcre, the expiration of the rrobatiqn-
ary pericd my services are deemsd unsatisfactory,
it is understood that my services mey be discon-
tinved and that I am not to receive “ransporta-
tion to my homs, or to any other point, atl Govern-
ment expense. ’

4. That if appcinted I may be sent to any part

of the continenial or territorial United States .. e
that the exigencies of the Bureau's work may re- Q~q5§€‘ _:l
quire; that my headquarters will be fixed in sone . ¢ 7 ’
Jurisdiction other than that in which I have here-

tufore resided; ‘that my headquarters may bs changed : o -
at the work of the Bureau may require and that no = < '
transfer will be made from one station to andtheyr -~ - e
frr persconal reasons. i bk ' f?fﬂ(? i

I further certify that nothing connected with this cer-
tification is to bs construed by mo as an assurance that an ap-
pointment w' 11 bs tendered me; that I fully understand all of the
foregzoing and that the conditions specified herein are agreeable
to me; that if appointed my acceptance will be with a full knowl-
edge of the conditions above set forth.

Very truly yours,
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-JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Depariment of Fustice
Bureaw of Anuestigntion
Washington, 2. ¢

o AR
£ é?’ N February 27, 1928, '

iif}ig b~ 4524 -2

LMELORANDUN FOR THE DIRECTOR

) In accordance with your instructions, I have interviewed
Q; C. A. Tolson, aprlicant for the position of Special Agent,

TR Tris wan i8 27 years old, single, home at Cedar Rapids,

?’IQ‘ Iowa, but hes lived the last nine years in Washington, is an attorney,
passed the Bar Examination in the District of Columbia, but will not

W bo edmitted until the second week in liarch., He is now employed in the

& War Department as a clerk to the Secretary of VWar, and receives a

salary of $23C) a year. He desires two weels' notice before leaving

his present employment.
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Assistant Attc-rnéy General Marshall

To

The Solicitor Gcncra]_....._.t .......................
Assistant 10 the Attorney Gencral Donovan..
Assistant Attorney General Willebrandt ...
Assistant Attorney Gencral Gallm\'a.\'v ...........
Assistant Attorney General Parmenter. ...
Assistant Attorney General Lubring o.......
Assistant Attorney General Lawrence .........
Assistant Attorney General arnum ...
Mr. CRASE oeemieeeeeeieeeaaaes [T
Alr. Hoover, Dir. Bureau of Investigation ...
_ Mr. Conner, Superintendent of Prisons.........
Mr. Gardner, General Agento ...

Mr. Finch, Purdon Attorney

Ar. Baldwin, Chief Clerk..oo.ooo ool

Mr. Sornborger, Appointiment Clerk ... ..
Mr. Robb, Mails and Files ooooooeioiiiienn.

Mr. Caldwell Lo

YIr. Stewart o

Miss Anderson ooooconii e teeeeas

Official Indicated Below by Check Mark

Memorandum

U, R, GAVERNMANT PRINTING OF. 7E: 1927

378318




WAR  CARTHS
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
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From

The Atlom
Oﬂ}cxal mJ catcd b

Solicitor Gencral Mitchg:ll ..................... N

Assistant to the Atty. Gen., Donovan .......
Assistant Attorney General Willebrandt ...
Assistant Attorncy General Parmenter ...

Assistant Attorney General Marshall ...

Assistant Attorney General Farnum ._.......

Assistant Attorney General Galloway .......

Assistant Attorney General Luhring ... S

Assistant Attorney General Lawrence ........
Mr. Hackworth, Solicitor, Dept. of State
Mr. Mawhinney, Solicitor of the Treasury ...
Mr. Donnelly, Solicitor, Post Office Dept. ..
Mr. Patterson, Solicitor, Interior Dept. ...
Mr. \Villiar‘m. Solicitor, Dept. of Agriculture.

Mr. Morgan, Solicitor, Dept. of Commerce. ..

- Mr. Risley, Solicitor, Dept. of Labor..........

Mir. Charest, General Counsel, Bureau Inter-
nal Revenue ..o emeececc e

Mr. Hoover, Dir. Burcau of Investigation ...

f'y General

lovs Ly checl' ma r‘

MEMORANDUM

oawade

Mr. Conner, Superintendent of Prisons ...
Mr. Baldwin, Chief Clerk o.......-. -
) - A o Jone
Mr. Finch, Pardon Attorney «.eoooomommaean|-oeee T e T ’ £
- 7 -
Mr. Sornborger, Appointment Clerk . _......}..... - G SRR B
Mr. F.obb, Mail and Files «-e-cuccuemromsemenlcoen P
Mr. 10dge —eeeeoooeeeeeeece e eceemmmea e ! e
S S AN
Miss Fitzgerald ......... - S S
NG
Mr. Gardner —.oeeomeoemeceaaaee i A '
Mr. Horan ........ R IO S
Mr. Chase oo oo e cmn |- - Qron t
“ - {)Q_l{, — ®
Mr. Carust e S f
Miss Watking .......... . .

Miss Brown ..
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[+ pOHN EDGAR HOOVER Q :
- DIRECTOR

Departnent of Fustice
Bureaw of Anuestigation
Washinnton, 2. €.

&

MEMORANDIE FOR THE DIRECTOR

& : -1 !
- IN RE: CLYDE A. TOLSOH ~ f
Applicant for Appointment FEB 24 154’3 i

. : '

a8 Specisl Ageat I i

. [N .
pyw“ ’ biLE ’

This applicant is 27 years of age, is a native of Missouri,
enl a resident of Iowa. He has an LL.B. degree from George VWashington .
Universi{ty, and 18 at present registered for an LL.M, degree. BHs gives
snmong his references Hcuorable Dwight F. Davis, Honorable Newton D, Eaker,
Dr. Fdw, B, Clcments, Ncnorable Eznford MacKider, Honorable Edward F.
Colladay and lir. John V. Fartyn. Applicant has paseed the D. Co Bare
His experience ig givon as follows: .

Applicant states he was appointed stenographer in the VWar
Department on July 12, 1918; durinz latter part of 1918 wzs Chief Clerk,
Coummnittee on Education and Special Training, Office Chief of Staff; from.
1919 to November 1920, Correspondence Clerk, The Adjutant CGeneralts Office,
and egince November 1920 has been Confidcntiel Clerk to Secretaries of VWar
¥ewton D. Baker, John ¥. Weeks, and Dwight F., Davis.

letter from oecretary of War Davis states that a,nplicant has
becn emnloyed. in the VWar Department for several years; thut hiz work in that
Department has been satisfactory; and that he is of good reputation.

Honorable Hewton D. Baker, Cleveland, Ohio, states that spplicant
came to the War Department while he was Secretary of War; that he was a
capable and efficient stenographer, and of good reputation and habits. He stetes hs
has not seen applicant for nearly ten years,

Dr, Ed, B. Clements, Republican Natioral Committeeman, St, Louis,
Missouri, states that hs first met applicant about three years ago, and since
then has met epplicant every time he has visitel VWeshington; and that he is
an honest and intelligent young man.

Major Geaneral John Bull, Judge Advoca*e General, United States Afmy.
Washington, D. C., has known applicent since 1950, and states that he has had
every opportunity to observe applicant's work; that applicant's position




rcquires him to meet all of the people that come into the office of the
Secretary of War; that he is diplomatic {n handling callers; and that he -
is courteous and trustworthy.

Walter S. Dickay, Owner and Publisher, Kansas City Journal and
Kensas City Post, Kansas City, Missouri, states he met applicant while
calling on the Secretary of VWar during the past seven or eight years; that
applicantts duties were to receive visitors calling upon the Secretary of
Very that at times it was necessary for him to wait his turn before celling
upon the Secretary of Var and during these periods became well acquainted
with applicaat; that he appeared to be very efficient, conscientious, capable,
and studious; that his knowledge of applicant is extremely limited, but his
irmpression of him very favorable.

Thomas Perniz, letter Carrier, Cedar Rapids, Iowvz, has known
applicant sbout soven or eicht years, and states that he is bright and
e*bitious, ari not at 211 dissipated,

Jobn W. Lartyn, Executive Assistant to the Secretary of ¥er,
¥ar Department, Vashingion, D. C., has known applicant for several years
and states that he placcs the higheet trust in hinm; that he would consider
erplicant?'s leaving ths \iar Department a considerable loss, owing to his
efficiency; that he can bte depended upon; and that his aesociates and habits
have been good,

: fon. Edw, F, Colladay, Republican National Committeemar, VWashinzton,
D, C,, states that his lmowledge of applicant is restricted to his ecquaintance
vith him in the office of the Secretary of War; that he was first attracted to
him because of his courtesy; and that he meets people well.

Se H. Kent, Chief Clerk, Executive Division, Adjutant General's
Office, Division of 0ffice Personnel, Vashington, D. C., gave applicant's
rosord while there, which showed that he was appointed July 12, 1918 a3z a
Chief Clerk, with a salary of $1100 per anmum; thet he becewe a typist in
April, 1919, in the Adjutant General's Office, where he received a high
efficiency ratino. He vas transferred to the office of the Secretary of
Ver i{n 1920 because of his exceptional diction and diplomatic type of
correspondence.

Applicant is at present studying for hie LL. M. degree at CGeorge
VWashington University.

Ve Co Hemndnz, President, Cedar Rapids 3Business College, Cedar
Repids, lowa, states that applicant graduated fron. his school in June, 1918,
and was one of his best students.

Miss Hattie L. Cook, Meacher, Cedar Rapids Business College, Cedar
Ropids, Iowa, spoke favorably of applicant, as did Miss Lena A. Voght, of
Cedar Rapids.

Leting Agent in Charge Tracy states that applicant informed him
that he desires to enter the service of the Bureav. in order that he may
obtain experience and meke connections so that he may commence the practice
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of law in his home town, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Applicant stated that he
expccted to remain in the Bureeu, if appointed, about a year and a hslf

or two years, but after that he could not say. Applicant impressed Y,
Tracy as being a substantial sort of man, courteous, of pleasing manners ,
and excellent personality end appearance, Mr, Tracy also states that his )
dictation i3 excellent, Further, that applicant eppeared to be of the
"gocial" type (vhatever that may mean) end might becoms displeased with

any of the ruggzed work of the Bureau. - He thought applicant would make an
‘excellent agent.

It 18, of course, not altogether pleasi
to use the Buresu as a stepping stone to somethi
¥orse. Lowever, we have many agents on the stalff of the Buresu at the
preseat time who did not intend to remxin very longs when they entered tho
8ervice, Applicant®s experience in the office o the Secrotary of VWar

would appear to be en asset to him in the work of tko Burezu, &s would the
acquaintances he rade ehils ezmployed in that office.

ng for applicants to expact
nZ else, eithar better, or

I recommend favorable consideration.

Very truly yours,

N
IR

e
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SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION -
Pebruary 18, 1928

Applicant: Clyde 4. Tolson _ Position: Special igent

‘Date: Jan. 25, 1928 Addrees: 1733 K St. K. W., Tash. D. C. :
Te7:T Tesidence: 524 South 12th St, Bast, Cedar Rapids. Iowa.

Age: 27 Education:Graduated from grammar school and high school at
- Laredo, lLissowi; from Business College, Cedar Rapids,
Iova in 1516; from George 7ashington University, Wash,
" Degrees: 4,B, D. C, in 1925, receivin; an 4.B. degree; from George
T LL.B. Washington University Law School in Oct. 1927, receivic
an LL.B., degree, and at present registered for LL.,H. de
References and Personal History:&gree at George Washington.
Fon. Iwight F. Davis, Secy. of War, war Dept. Wash., D. C, (Letter)
Hon. Kewton D. Baker, former Secy. of War, Union Commerce FKat'l Bank Bldg.,
Cleveland, Ohio.
Dr, Ed. B. Clements, Republican Kat'l Committeeman, The American Hotel
St. Louis, Yo,
lajor General John A. Hull, Judge Advocate Gemeral, U. S. Army.
r. 7alter S, Dickey, Owner & Publisher, Kansas City Times, Kansas City, Xo.
Eon, Eanford liachider, former .issistant Secy. of War, llason City, Iowa.
ir. Jonn W. lartyn, Executive aisst. to the Secretary of War, War .Dept.
Hon. Bdw. P, Colladay, Republican Kational Committeemn, Union Trust Buildin
dash, D c [
\ﬁpncanf ‘stateés “He was appointed stenographer in the Far Dept. Jhly 12, '19186; durir
/ latter part of 1918 was Chief Clerk, Committee on EPducstion and Special Training,
Office Chief of Staff; from 1919 to Kovember 1920, Correspondence Clerk, The Adjutar
\ General's Office, and since Kovember 1920 has been Confidential Clerk to Secretaries
“of Far Fewton D. Buker, Jonn We Weeks, and Dwight P. Davis, SO

Yo
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Applicant states he recently passed the D. C, Bar.

Inv. Ord. At Set for Traced Report Rec'd

1/26/28 : Wash inc. ton Feb, 12—1“1_’._17. .
: iity o Jen.30,
:%% 8 N Febegs 1908
A & ’
Completed : i} éf
2/17/28 : / LS & ;
Action é’? °‘ { f) :Q ,
N .’ B ‘ "\\ A —
L e ' : & ~ BUREAU OF mv&nuAuuo

..7?
Ng»“ i

I ) ' * FEB 24 1928 > 1,

"DEPARTHMENT ur K™

Div. One o
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Letter frcm Hon. Dvight ¥, Davis,
Secretary of Var, ..
waske Di c.

Hcn, Yewton D. Baker, 1924
Union Trust Bldg.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dr, Ed. B. Clements, Republican
National Committeeman, St. Louis,
Ho.

Major General John Hull, Judge
Advocate General, U. S. army,
Wash. D. C,

Mr. Walter 8. Dickey. Owner &
Publisher, Kansas City Journal
and Eansas City Post, Kansas
City, lo. )

s Attt s s -~

-2 - . Special Agent

Stated that applicant has beer employed in the War Dept.
for several years and duwring that tiwe he attended George
VJastinston University, receiving an A.B., and LL.B, degree;
that bis work in the Tar Depzartment has always been entire-
1y satisfactory and he is of good character; that, nstural-
ly, avnlicant is anxious to secure a position which will
give him experience alongc legsl lines, and that he would
personally appreciate anything that may be done to assist
applicant in getting locuted. '

Stated that Le did nct ¥mow anything of applicant's antece~
dents, home, etc., but that applicant came to the War Dept.
wnile he was Secretary of War; that applicant studied law,
was a capable and efficient stenographer, and a man of irre
proachable character and habits; that he is under the im-
pression that applicant is now confidential secretary to
Secretary of War Davis; that he has not seen anplicant for
nearly ten years, and that, at the request by letter of ap-
plicant, he wrote to the Aittorney General endorsing appli-
cant, This letter, which is on file in applicant's person-
nel file, states in addition to his above statements, that
he is pleased to say that during the time he had applicant
under immediate observation, he was a boy of fine presence,
serious attention to his duties, and excellent intelligence
that his entire observation was favoradble, and that he is
g€lad to recommend applicant to the Department,

Stated that he first met applicant about 3 years ago and
since then has met him every time he, Dr.Clements, has
visited Washington, which was about 2 or 3 times each year;
that applicant is a very nice, bright, depeniable young
man, and that he would gladly reoomnend him for the posi-
tion he is seeking.

Stated that he has known apnlicant since 1920 and due to
the direct contact maintained with office in which applican
was employed the General has had every opportunity to ob=-
serve applicant's work, mannerisms, capablilities, &and me=-
thods in handling office work; that.applicant's position re.
quires him to meet all of the people that come into the of-
fice of the Secretary of War, meeting them exceptionally wel
and is very diplomatic in haniling callers that oome in the
office; that applicant is very courteous, absolutely trust-
worthy and is an exceptionally bright, clean cut young man,

Stated that for the past 7 or 8 years he had occasion to

make frequent visits to Washington and on numerous occasion:
he had called upon the Secretary of ¥ar and for this reason
has been acquainted with applicant for about 7 years, whose
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Xr, Thomas Pernis, Letter
Carrier, Cedar Rapids, Ia.

lr. John W. liartyn, Execu-

of War, War Dept. Wash. DC

Hon. 2Zdw. ¥. Colladay, Re-

man, Union Trust Building,
Washe. D. CO

tive Assistant to the Secy.
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Clyde 4. Tolson ‘L - - ’) Speclal igent

duties were to receive visitors calling upon the Secretary of ‘ar
that at varjous times it was necessary for him to wait his turn

before callinc upon the Secretary of War and during these periods

.he had become very well acquainted with applicunt; that he ap-

peared to be very efficient; conscientious; capable; gtudious, ar
handled his work very well; that he had the appsaranse of beinz &
clean cut, energetic youns man, and would doubtless prove satis-
factory for the position saugrht; that he had no knowledge whateve
of apnlicant's family, home life, financial responsibility or
special qualifications for the position sought; that he unhesita-
tinzly recommends applicant for the vosition sought; that his
kinowledze of applicant was extremely limited, but his 1mp&'essions
of applicant were very favorable,

Stated that he bhad known applicant about 7 or 8 years; that he wa
a8 very bright and ambitious youns man; that be knows applicant

is not at all dissipated and would take pleasure in endorsing him
for any position.

Stated that he has known annlicant for several years, regarding
him very highly; that he places the highest degree of . trust in
applicant and does not hesitate to recomend applicant; that were
apnlicant to leave his Devartment he would consider it a loss to
voth himself and the Department due to the fact that applicant ha
been hichly efficlient in the expedition of his work; that he can
be absolutely depended upon to carry out instructions given and
upon many occasions has left his work in applicant's sole charge;
that applicant made his own way throuweh school; that his habits
and associates have always been of the best; that applicant could
of derived a great mumber of benefits through the position he hol«
if he were inclined to sccept bribes and was of a mercenary tem-
perament; that he has been tried in that respect in a discreet
manner and was found to be above reproach,

-Stated that his knowledge of avplicant was restricted to his ac-

publican National Committee- quaintance with applicant in the office of the Secretary of dar;

that he was first attracted to applicant by the courteous treat-
ment accorded him upon his visits to applicant's office; that ap-
plicant has an exceptional faculty of meeting people well; that
he is very likeable and efficient and upon the occasions appli-
cant was required to handle matters for him in the War Department
Office, anplicant did so with an exaotins precision; that he has
become interested in applicant due to the fact that he encouragec
anplicant to pursue the study of law and applicant has come to
him upon several occasions since beginning the study of law re-
questinz cases that he (ir. Colladay) has had before the Supreme

Court; that this action on the part of the law studong_ ;s excep-




Clyde A. Tolson

Lr, S. H. Kent, Chief.Clerk

Executive Div. adjutant
General's Office, Division
of Office Personnel

wash, D. c-o

Xiss Eazel Arringston,
Clerk, Rezistrar's O:ifice,
George Vashington Univer-
sity, wash, D, co

liss 4. K, Bisohoff, Asst,
Recorder, Registrar's 0Of-
fice, George washington
University, 7ash. D. C,

Miss E. Peterson, Civil
Sergioe Com:nission. Wash,
D.

lr. ¥. C. Henning, Pres.
Cedar Rapids Business Col-
lege, Cedar Rapids, Iowa,

AP W

Special Agent

tional In that the amount of work required to trace an outside cac
requires a great deal'of work, tedious checking of cases which
make the personal investigution almost prohibitive in conjunction
with the amount of work a law student carries at school; that his
kaowledgse of applicant is limited to his connection with the ¥ar

"Department Office, ¥nowins nothing of applicant's family history,

financial responsibllities or personal habits; that he was parti-
cularly immressed witn the manner in which applicant conducted
himself and his general appearance in the Tar Department Office,
ard that he personally did rct hesitate to recommend EDPIiCunt for
any position of trust. ) :

Produced records that shcwed that applicer
Cnief Clerk, salary of 31100 per anmum, July 12, 1918 to Jan. 11,
1919; that he received an iIncrease of éazo per annum extending ove
the period from Jan. 12, 1919 to Amril 8, 1919, at whick time he

nt was appcinted as

- was transferred to the Adjutant General's Office, as a typist wher

remained from 4pril 9, 1919 to Nov. 9, 1920, his efficiency rating
for the period ending Dec. 1919 was a 1little better than 97; that
he rated 291 of 3099 so classified; for the period ending June 192
his efficlency rating was a little better than 98 and rated 177 of
2779 so classified; that he was transferred to the Office of Secre.
tar; of “ar on November 10, 1920, because of the exceptioral dic-
tion and diplomatic tyne of corresnondence used by applicant, whic:
had come to the attention of the Vdr Devartment and his transfer
was requested. Iir, Eent stated that lir, B. J. Wrightsman, under
whose direct supervision applicant was employed, reported appli-
cant to be exceptionally efficient, capable and industrious in the
Lhandling of his office worke

Produced records that showed that applicant entered in Pebrusry
1920, and graduated in October 1925 with BA degree, and that
applicant's scholastic standing is above the average,

Showed recoxds that revesled thzt applicant enrolled in the Law
School on October 22, 1924 and graduated June 24, 1927 with an

1L.B. degree, and that under date of Cctober 1, 1927, applicant
emrolled for an LL..L. degree which course of study he is at pre-

sent pursuing.

Produced records wnich showed that applicant was originally ap-
pointed on July 12, 1918 to the War Staff as stenographer and ty-
pist at $1100 per year, and that on Jamary 6, 1923, his status
was changed to that of clerk to the Secretary of Var at $2000 per
yoar, his present salary bdeing 22300, - e

s :
,r‘) g
-—‘

Stated that applicant graduated from his school in Jnne 1918 and
was one of the best students in school; thoroughly trnstworthy ard
reliasble in every way. -




Clyde 4. Tolsoh r

Niss Eattie L. Cook, Teacker,
Cedar Rapids Business College,
Cedar Rapids, Iowas

-

1:iss lena A. Voght, Iowa Rail-
way and Ligh Company,
Cedar Rapids, lowa.

Personal lntérview:
T. E. Tracy, 4Actinz SiC

Stzted thzt she has hever taught a nlcer or moro apt atudent
than applicant was, and sho knows he -111 mkn a snccosc 1n
any uniertaking, C- , 3 _

Stated that she taught appllcant whils he attond,
College, and that he was O. K. in every m, . iRy

..

Agent states, that applicant told him tlmt he does not desire
a position as a matter of remnsration as he can hold his pre.
sent position as long as he cares to; that he desires a posi-
tion as Special Agent for the reason that he wants to obtain
experience and make connections so that he may commence the
practice of law in his home town, Cedar Rapids, Iowa., After
beins questioned as to bow long he would remain with the Bu-
reau, assuming he obtained the position, he enswered abeout a
year and a half or two years, but after that he could not say.
Applicant impresses Agent as being & substantial sort of man,
very courteous, his manner is pleasing, and his personal ap-
pearance excellent, his bearing upright. Agent states that -
the fact applicant has considerable tact can safely be inferr«
from the position he has occupied for the phst B years; that
there is no question in his mind but what applicant possesses
many qu:zlificzations far above the average applicant; that in
dictation he has confidence, poise, and his diction is excel-
lent; that applicant seems to be of & social type and althoug’
physically fitted for it, might de displeased with rugged wor:
this was brought out by the manner of his questions concernin
the amprehension of fugitives and undercover dutfes; that he
is convinced that applicant would make an excellent Agent and
be a credit to the Buream, dbut his frankness in stating that
he only intends to remain with the Bureau for a period of 2
years would seem to militate a.gainst him and render employ.
ment speculative, . . .
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Relersznces iven b" annlic=nt interviewed by
Agent, Rcfcrences!' imowledse of spplicant
limited %o business connzcticns end none of

the references imow anything of zunlicznt's

family history or honez life. 111 refersnces
regard applicant vary hizhly and state hie is

en exceptionzlly clezn cut, studious, trustworsthy,
an Jdependsble man. P.CL0,.

Latter of the Dirsctor uvaider dste of January 20,
19~4. '

N
v s

TP AILS: I - At Vacshington, D. C. = :

Lyiy, states hie has Imown apvlicant since 1920 and dus o whe direct conts
maintminei wit» ¢ffice in vaich arnlicint wos enployed the Genesrsl “has had
very opportuaiiy to ovszrve applicant's work, mamnerisms, capavilities and
B2vh0as in noalling oflfice work., 6z furither states that gpplicant's position
:quires him o weet 21l of the people that come into the office of
retzry of Jar and that zpplicant :eets people eicestionnlly well and is
jiplomatic in handlinz callers that coms in that office. The Gsneral
that erpliceat is very courteous, absolutely trustwortihy and is an

e
tio allv bright, clewi cut yown m2n, .

{ .. . - . -
v/rhagor Generc:l John Eull, Judge Advocate General, United Stad

N
(%]

EIKe,
.
o

[

1} .T Jchn e Liartyn, Zxecutive Assistunty to the Secretary of War,
narts wbervierzd by Agent and states he has novn @#pplicant for
eral ye*rs qu re@r rds him very highly and vears out his respect for the
licznt by the fact that he has promoted appliczat to the vosition of First
is

tant, which position appliccnt now holds., Iir, Lartyn stztes that he places
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the highest degrez of trust in the apvlicani 2nd does not hesitate to recommend
applicont and stated thaet were the apnlicant 40 lecve his deparinent he would
cousider it a loss to both himsell and the Depariment due to the fact that
erplicent hes beon highly efficient in ihe ecxpedisicon of his work, can be
ausolutely depended upon o carry outv imstructicns Jiven and upon many occasions
hes lelt his wurk in apnlicuntts sole charge, Agent interroszcted lir. lartyn
relutive to viietiher or not epplicant drenk and stoted that aprlicent was not e

drinkin: man, Unon forther guesiionin:, however, 1r., lartyn informed Agent that
due to the fact soplicant was so well liked in the Ienartment he was taken on a
trip with ths surdiment hesds throush the Panams Cenal and up the western coast.
3 that duge 1o the fact that ihe ¢
vory wuch their oual way ther:s was concidersovle drialking while enroute. ir,
Lartyn slated thot he saw cpplicunt tale a few drinits during this trip dubt was
vary gratified to see how applicint corried hinszli and refraired from any
excessive drinkia; and oaly Gid so uwon occasions vwhan, due o the nature of the
o

el
ne o

trip, it wouléd have Teen & socizl error on apoplicantts part o have refucsed.
Ir, Larvyn feels tant what little drickting applicent did on this trip was done
in thsi respect and furtiier siztes that never since anplicentt's return from the
triv he ever szen or heaz~d of applicant teking a drinx. Ir. Jartyn stotes
that 5 his understanding that epplicant is making his owm way throuzh school;
thet s shown no ogerticular interest in women; that his havits and acsociztes
heve 's beea of the best. ent guestioned iir, lariyn as to whethezr or not
arolicon cont a brivein any form or naturs. Jgent was informel Shet
if apn 0 inclined and was of a mercenary tampermant he’could have
dzrives reat ma.ber of beuefits throuzh the position he holés; that epslicant
nes ied in ithzt resvect in a discrest mormer end spolicant was found to be
ebova ch, ire. yartin informed Gigent that avplicant took the Civil Service
excming, cGzr 2apids, Iowa, in the year 1918, aand thset apnlicaint was

o mznt from Cad apids, Iowsz, July 1918, He states
=, Jam2s . Tolson, is employed by the Chicago, Lilwaukee

any, official cupacity wniinown to iir, Iariyn., L.

ce of spplicantt's fawily history is confined to the avbove stztemant.
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“iHonorable Zdward F. Colladay, Republican Hationzl Committeemsn,
Union Prust Buildinsz, informed Agent his knowledge of applicant was restristed
to his acguaintance vith spplicant in the office of the Secretary to the Wear
Devartuent; thet he was first attracted to applicaat by the courteous troatizent
accorded him upon his visits to apnlicant's olfice. Ir, Colluday states that
epplicznt has an exceptional faculty ol meeting peovle well; that he is very
‘likenvle and efficient and upon the occasicas epplicant was reguired to handle
matters for ¥r. Zoll:cday in the War Densriment 0ITice applicunt did so with an
exacting rrecision. Iir. Colleday stztes further that he has become intercsted
in ep»nlicant due to the fact that he encouraged arplicant to pursue the study ol
law and applicant hav come to hiwm upon several orcasions since beginninz the
study of law recuesting ceses that lixr. Colleday hzs had before the Supreme Court.
kr. Colladay stutes ihat this action on the part «f the law student is exceptvionsl
in thot the emount o7 work required to itrace an outside case requires a great
dezl of worlk, tediocus checkinz of cases wvhich mekes thie personal investigation
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