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3 Angeles, Cale COI'_VUNIST
ACTIVITIES

At Los Angeles, Ca
A TE naile confidential ft}m"f“" ~<q. con act with the
r;xoving picture industry and also with the "Parlor Bolaheviki" gr oups
of Los Angeles, Hollywood and Pasadena """ repcn)-(ts thst during the vis-
1t of WILLIAN Z. POSTER to Los Angeles a reception was given in
his honor by GEARLTE CHAPLIN (the moving picture star) which re-
geption was aettended by many of the "Parlor Bolsheviki", and & large
‘““pumber of the radicels copnected with the moving picture industry,
es, for instance, WILLIAM DE MILIE and ROB "JAGN“‘R.
; CHAPLIN Btated to TFOSTER that ueither himself BOY
the Btars agsociated with him heve a@y ase for WILL HAYS. "We are.
against any kind of censcrship, and . particularly sgainst Preébyterian,
cens arship", he gaid laughingly, and showed his guests & pennant
with the words: "Welcome WILL HAYS", which he had fastened over the
|l aoor of tre men's toilet in nis studio. //él/% L E I
T ‘ : ~59 éﬁ e

At this regawiden, the great jmportance of moving
pictures with their educgﬁm&@@ld propagandist gppeal for the
ceuse of the labor movew’g‘am»‘ﬁfe revolution was discussed, and
geveral instences cited where rgdical ideas have been or are ,,,going

to be embodied into moving pictures as well as legitimste plays.

MRS« gTE CRANE GARTZ Who was presen‘o at this recep-
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A. A. Hopkins : " 8/15/1922; - Page 2.

Re:- CHARLIE CEAPLIN: (Cont.)

tion, t0ld that a Scenario writer by the nsme of HOCHSTETTER (or

-

some such neme), had come to0 her and asked for & ratgz; large sum
of money in return for which he could put some rgdical Communist
'pr0paganda 1nto scenarios in s manner thétAkﬁuld do the greatest
possible good to the cause.

MHS.}pLEWE, wno for same time has peen prominently jdenti-
fied with the\ TRACHERS COUNCIL movement, recentlngpproached sev-
eral of the wealthg’radicals in this vicinity and asked them to EUP-
port the MISSIOH PICTURES CORPRATION, & fecently formed concern,

whose first picture was "SCIENCE OR GOD". This outfi+ intends %o

produce & gocielist. propagends £ilm called "ROBINSCN CRUSOE, A SOCIAL

R

PIONZZR ". | _
BRUCE ROGERS notorlous C ommuni st agitétor, recently s;fﬁ‘
& scenario to LAS:Y It is said that some one in Alasksa turned ;
the manuscript over 10 nim to sell it, mt thet ROGERS 80ld it
for his own account & d pocketed the money. Since then he hes quit
the FODERATED PRESS. .
is an instance of radicel propaganda finding its way into
the stage, the radicels point %o npEE FOOL", which recently ran et
the Majestic Tﬁeatre in Los Angeles, wiin RICHARD REENETT, in the
role of s minister who tskes it onto himself %o settle 8 strike ‘
‘mekes the Company eccept the strikers' terms (which results ig’'e 10S8
of millions of dollers %o the concern) gnd doe8 2ll klnds of other

.f

impossible things in defiance of the existing social system in an

R



A. A. Hop¥ins: | Aug, 15,1922; Page 8.

Re i- CHARLIE CEAPLIN (Cont.)

attempt %o bring about the millenium, this TOOL being gaid to have
traits of Jesus es wel1 «s Tostoevsky's 1diot, since EAUPTMANN'S
DIB WEBAR, the well k/nown drame depicfing. the revolt of the etl;iking
wesvers in Silesis, DO gtronger labor propagands 1g seid to have
veen produced for the ~ue |

one of the most effective ‘sceges in the "FOOL" is the Oue
showing & Polish 1ab6r agitator 12 & fiery gosp BOX speéch pgainst
the ten-hour 48y, and for better wofkifxg ¢ ondi tions and higher
wages. The play wes such & decided success here that BEI:iIE‘.TT de-
clared he was sorry he could not run it another Ac‘ouple of weeks. I¥
was b‘eing tried out here in Lo3 ‘Ange les previous 4o its being shown

in New York this con{ing geason.
PLOTKIN, &n organizer for the GARLENT WOREERS UNIOR

from the. Eastb,( was recently sent to Los Angeles by the COX;:};'UMSTS??‘

to agitate among the Railrosd Btrikers. Recently he went to CHARIIE

CHAPLIN with letters from MRS. EATE CRAIE GARTZ, 8nd MR.

BRRCOVICI, 1O cpllect money for the Reilroad s trikers.
| |
copies of this report are gent to Weshingtm and New York

with the request that this office e furnished with eny snformation

available relagtive %o PLOTKIN. An

CONTINUED. Cop Seny ong, s
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“Lop Angelos, m“: © HEREINISUNC CLASSIFIED
Poor SAF = e DMEM;,_&’BY,_“ 3 SSP/KE
" mﬁ merema in the ipformation
or the 168 °

. _
: 1 we vory
‘ aontgintd. in the T¥ ,
f ultant in ¥e OHARLEDS wm. o
A gn view o? %ho weritusnens of this situction,

I uaire thet Agent NOP xips jmmedistoly prapa.re p rosune
:apm't upon infor muon sontained in nis 2iles o0OVEr~
ing the rolicel sstivities of the movie 8tare, partioularly
fheir sfforts %o eireilate gommiiet propaganﬁa in thu '

ot of Agent EOP xins, for
al.y Gomwma omrmanl st Autiviuea.

' oountry via thd mies. .
Gt g dessre guriner Ahat Agent HopELES nate tmmsitately
T ccnﬂﬁeptin snveetigation of this 81 nation. 1M1uﬂ-ms
hanh he my ho able ta e ,aln B ﬁhu refuze

A il idumaﬂon ¥
o ,"/ L m“tﬂ o "

him ﬂuwnunisﬂo propagauda in the mwie 1n¢nnu‘y
shonl& pe followsd v&'y olosely, 4n view ol ;he gffect whioch
pugh piotures 1 vilL hm upon ninds of 8. ie of
thie gouni&ye ,

4
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1 desire %o csll your attention to the
report of Agent Bopkins,

attached extremely interesting
5th instant, in r8 =~

.‘
ATERT
.
-

. ..
¥ ot 708 Angeles, Cales for the 1
| SR CHARLIE CHAPLIN, et gle, Comnunis?® activities.
. ppis repoxt would sndicate tnab aumerous ...
: Y movie stars 8&re taring More then al pctive part in
aent in this countrye. Evidently they &ere
comaunis®t

the Red move
¢.acovoring %0 organize
propagapds wcfore tne pu

a progren f£or placing
b.ic via the moviese

In view of the serious.1e3E of this situ-
atvion, 1 directed & communication to the Lo8 Angeles
office on the v4ath instant, reguesting & aetailed report
covering all jnformation which tihey nave gecured in °
tne past »ron this subject, end all jnformatiold which ™.
they may ove able to obtein =t tne present time, ©S .
am sure tne Director will desire to submit the sawe ©0

Tr. :ill Hays.
Proiz the coutents oi Kr.HopkinS' renors,
it would appesT thot owneroue stars have very livtle

RN i e SEESRE

o

nis capacity 88 Director of

regpect for ..I» ilays 4n
the movie ipndusirye | > Sep
gspect 4& A

ully,
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&% 120 1927

AVOVKY )
T T v

- -




S I , .

: : : N : S \ :

i ‘; S - L
| 9 , ) £ 0

MOTION PIbTURE PKODUCERS & DISTRIBﬁibRB U }ABIEBICA. INC. ' f
. . " S &
< s G
522 FIFTH AVENUE é./ A A . .
) NEW YORK CcI17TY
WILL H. HAYS ¢  YELEPHONE T
September 6,1933. VANDERBILT 2110

PRESIDENT

Mr. Wm, J.Burne, Directozr,
Department of Justice, Bureau of Investigatlon,

Washington, D.C. . y
.‘.

My dear Mr.Burns:

Returning from a few days absence 1 have your letter
with the enclosures and‘apprecia»""* pending it very
much. The party mentioned did not partioipate at all

y in the activities when I was in california. He was the
. ? only one Who did not and word oame very definitely'that
\_ e 18 "aggainst everything?. The enclosure will be

- greated 1n strictest confidence. lam grateful for thils

;?\ and for all other jnformation.

Vf\ 1 think the party mentioned 18 really & little odd
S in his mental prooesees,to gay the lesst, in the direc-
tion which you mention, 1 did not know he had gone
cates, 1T anything =

43 ag far, however, 88 the report indl
more develope I will be glad tO xnow, of course, an
1f there is any Wway jn the world that I can be of v

1se it will be & pleasure. o

gervice in this 0T anything €
sy
I want to have & talk gometime about ways and means 7,
that there 18 nO geditious propaganda k3

of making certain
allowed to get into anythinge.

With very mest wishes, 1 anm

Sincerely yours,

; e/
‘ DUREAY OF IRVESTIRAT
RECORR:

njk :
10%

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - | A < Y
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED =~ BTN o WA,
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1250 JIP/KED | IR : %3;
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dated sugust 15, 1928, in wiicn .ention is nsde of one Plotkin, seid to

pe en organizer for the Garment Workers' Union end to hazé been s’ '

ers, end 1n which the reguest is meGe that such informetion &a& L&Y oe

evsilaule regar-l

ed locel files wiich show the foilowing

iorkers' Lecgue which preceded the present WQEEE£§f§§i§k~gigaaerica, gn

vies one of the g e&LETS in oben

4 : .
ers) .League &l rew for oflice thau year. =at & Gissrmement me:tlﬂg neld
st the Low Ster Caesino in Hew Yory on Lovemoer 15, 1921, ancer the gus-

pices of the Cowmunis®

gna pointed out to those present {he neew. Ior & worcers’

< pown to heve peen en organ

Upion &il. &8 ~emoer oi the wisriers' Leeag

Horkers‘ Union to the Workers'

aeph G Tucker.

} PERIOD FORWchn»MAbgg\ T T : BY: - ‘/

ACTER OF CASE,:"-
.

ClLALSS CHasLIN,

. "’7 "‘,"l " L .
. S ARG S S
Begsed upon report of Azent Eophinsﬁufﬂﬁxﬁl&mrﬁa;eles office,

eles by tte Communist Perty to sgitcte among the rellroed strik-

ng thris wan ve forwerded 1o thet of-ice,l toaey congvl -

ae

“

Plotkin in OCTODET, 1921, wes &c ive'iﬁﬁiha‘ﬁﬁﬁereSDS of the

ne 1f of the verious cendiidetes of the Work-

Terty of Auerics, Plotkin wes ouné of +he speskers

repuwiic to re-

e oreoent forns i government. In lovenber oI {pet yeer he u&sS

e

nizer for tre A.elpald Lea L.lt GooGs vorrers'

, G i
49.10“10{ oné; t‘gu /bher/fgthe Cul-

>le) NOT WRITE IN Tﬁé&E SPACES

Perty, Flotkin peing one of the

A.al»e“ateu init

[}

rou th

14

M
1]
Hy

On november 6, 1921, rlotkin

cOMES OF THIS REPORT FURN)SHED TO

Jeshington (3¢ Lot~ Anoeles (4)

e
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-eetin~ reld gt Eartfori, Conn, ,

unaer the ausglces 0% the
uni tsd Russian Erofessioual Yredes and Ztueata nal Union Whichis an an-

grcriztic organl 2tion v1tr rein hegicuarters in Hew York, the Leeting.

being held for the rurnose of r: ising funds for the aid of FAussiey Sov~

iet suiferers, !

In tre Course of hisg Terarks, Ploikinp Steted that the tire

Wes Tast evuroschi ing vwhen no reliexce could ve Placed on les 1“letures

0r courts for tpe relief of labpor conaltlon&, eriG stated that it wes his

belieZ thit these mes Sures would neve to e aocnuonea. Eé 2ls0 givoceted

the Seizwre of Priveste 1naubtr1es ana hoiies gna all Legislative Povers of

'Uaile over tre beyonets end the Police clubs sng Vs e thei:
01 tuuse Who use vhern now, "
In @iticising the Vork of the Uniteg 3
conGucted Dy Secretary Foovey Ior relie? of crildren ixn
"This relies is & cemouflege ¢n the ©ert 0f ipe Uni ted
s

. l - - >y T - . . > - :
~tetes Covarnuent for the receou thet the United Stotes ig now enxious

to plzecete the Russian oOVlet Goveriuient end gein its SW,rort in cese o7

"

Wer vetticen Jenen cid tL vitited Stetes, ™

For the pe:t feveral iiuths, 5o Top &s th fiice hes vsai
€-i¢ Lo lerwn, Flotliin &preers not to have Yveen aClive in Yhie Gleirict,

Will e PromRtly Zoriviarded to the Los Augeles oifice.

] | C ISTCOPYNALBE
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OF AMERICA (Underground organization) reports:-

K -
CHARLIE ~ CHAPLIN. Los Angeles,Cgl.r COLTUNIST ACTIVITIES.

At Los Angeles california;=

: ¥Previous Reports. &
letter of Director dated 12/18/2:
geference Initaled G.F.R.:JdeRe (J.E.He)
No 61.745

L34

—

Confidential Informant in contact with the COLRIUNIST PARTY

n

A donation of one thousand‘dollars ($1000.) was made just

before Christmas 10 the COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA. dub

the neme of the donor is held back,and 10 official record
will be made of it. It is generslly understood among the

MCQmmunists that the money came from CHARZIE CHAPILIN.

fﬂALEX R%?UMQFF Russian Communist who is employed in the

:; Moving Ficture Industxy ststedlto me (Informant) thaﬁﬁ

GHAPLIN gave this money put does not want his name in -

: : Ap,.
+ any way oonnected with it." o P Ro,
3 i * 2" %@ &n
) . A_IITI/\‘,Q':e’ FEB
CONTINTUED. e S 12 19
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December 12, 1942.

- "'.._7.' ' X .

Dirsctor
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Yashington, D. C.

" 'EE: RUSSIAN WAR HELIEF, INC.3
INTERNAL SECURITY {(C)

bear Sirs

Enclosed are the original and one copy of the report

of Confidential 1afernant IR elative to a dinner he attended
st the Hotol Pennsylvania on December 3, 1942 under the auspices
of thvli\u.rts to Russia JYeek", Committee of Russian War Relief, Inc,

‘New York, New York. DECLA-STPTED Y 259 JIP/KEA .

= 1;,(‘

N

& 3.

ORIGINAL FILED IN

Also enclosed are the Hovember 23rd, end December 3rd,
4th, and 7th, press release bulletins of the Russian War Relief,
Inc., which were furnished by Confidential Informant SEIEEEEEENES
Copies of the informani's report are being retained
tn the New York case file on subject organization for information
‘purposes. - T . L : :
Very truly yours, |
" P. E. FOXWORTH, :
. . - .7 : Assistent Diroctoxjmcwsgah
L i - R “LC.“""'L S ) .. B :
Encs. (7) C . mgg !
co 85-3137 ' = ,5 .| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
- i p .
2 ¥y JAN 12 743
U, S. BEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Padel
I3 A%

- A

]
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New York City
Deceuber 43 1942..

e

S : COMaUNIST ACTIVITIELD
C‘n;.nLIi;’gCm‘m;,m .

~i

In scordence witu 4r. “rinville's tonitructions attended

the rpeech-ueking part cf.thq(ibsllAN VAR uLulLE«QINHER in honorh :

,

of CuiPLIN lest night &t the Hotel Penusylvania.( See attached

:
~ 'r{elease of Novezber 23rd.) N
T ‘
= Tue attacheG pross releasc of ~ecuaber 3, vwas at the press .
b ' e
* table. The speecnes enuerated therein vere tiie usuel pro-~-Soviet LG R
#5 w culturel™ propaganda. S Aff BARLOY ; MARCIAXT4VENPORT; MARCARET . \'
5 WEBSTER mede the typleul fellow-traveller specches: snide and would- \j
g \\
g+ be subtle crucks ed ouirMrupitellotrystesn, vitaout ilowever, any
# )
gf sutrig.t suuversive statesents, pius the usual vlecding-neart stuff ™
-%gabout tile vaiiant Soviet peopie and our own 1;;—housed, ill-clad e
: .
and ili-nouricshec. DLAN\Q\AJV the colored concuctor was a little . 2
'olunter: the gist of hls remuarks vcre aeaanus of race equality %
e
oapea on the party-liuc ideoloygs 97 Llie v vwekening of the Megro e
.
5
. . . 3
Tnere seecec to e close to 1,))0 people present alithough &
: TRy (o]
~ ne attacneu clipping froa this, quninu's N.Y, T ﬁﬁéggﬁiaxs"oiaqnly
N PR Ay AR,
CakPLIN spokr Tron 1.0 Lo l).,.s. }ne it U”i&é"d'DEﬁfi‘rb‘i&'féwijom
) o JAN 12 913 :
, ne, TILES represents Tairl well the hlgzLiL!ta of his gpecch.
L 8, BEPARKTMENT QF JUST!"E

: ' nasmuch as the newspup.r crowd ¢t the ptuess Ltalle t;§§'3ll baﬂ]

-z,

b
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qunists end fellow travellers ( ANRA GOLDEEOROUGEA A RANE of the -

O'CORNKOR eng
as sympetinizers spd not as working

Journal-hzerican; T Toanus of Pl ROSZ RUEIN; etc.) . .

)
el
&8
P
e
v
s
T

Ao

who were tr 77 ip their capecilty

%; press end ina§much as I wes supposed to be as enrapt as they were

gi in listening to CRAPLIN, 1 coulé not take many notes,—-and certainly
g; pot during *7 o pro—Communist statements. Boviever, I tried to

%; memorize thed. In aacition to the pro—Communist statements quoted

§ in the zttached Times c1lippings CHALPLIN stzted: " YV.e &re fighting this

IR

In Hollywood tnat will be & gifficult

i
.)'."

war to preserve art and culture.

task. Ihe moment W€ try to inject 11 jnto the povie art we have

trouble with tke Bays office,- the moment you try to tell the people |

the truth apout life We€ run up against €
rant of the Russisn system. Let's stop

ensorship. EEE o“

," ve must be more tole

g1l this nonsense and evesion and csll it what it is: the Comuunist

Y

8 Very convenient slly. They‘

e AR S
(30 RN RAG T i

And that Communist systes is

= system.

f% have been Very convenient for us up te now. ITNREY didé the real fightiné
i% for us. Wby stould snyone object to the Communist systex? Two veeks
i; " ggo the neag of the ipmericen Yegion objected to BARRYXQ@IDGES spesking
%i at Barvard pecause he said thel BRIDGES was & Communist. Aﬁparently

éi this kmerican Legion Comsander still does pot kmow that the Commu-

%{ pists are our zllies. W®ell, perneps pretty soon this Commanéer ¥ill

zz be fighting side by side with tne great ned hrmy,—¢and won't his face
;i be red thenl- 1 a# getting fed up with hearing people say: Bul the

%? Fussians are not fighting for us,- they &re€ a-nting for ﬁxemseTVes.

¥ |
giwqr;"fvrsﬂrr?f"ﬂfff7‘ff'Tﬁﬁﬁ”"?fﬁr*:$=¢r? s e e e T T i.p

- .~ et e
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Weli,- %hat netion is'nt? There is nothing wrong with that.®

CHLPLIN then advocaféd & " united front® of“iole:ance and
uncéerstanding for Russie end the Cqmmunist systea from Thomas
Lamont of %“all Strect to éérry Bridges of the c.1.0."

Then cexe the passages wpoted in the TIKES where CIAPLIN
said that it was high time to abandon ﬁolitical a-d eéonomic
preludices ageinst our vest wlly tne boviet Unidn ® gince our
eily " ( not allies, oS stated in tne Times!) " does not object
"to our own iceels and fora of government.”

( I sm quite sure that CHAPLIN useu the sihgulaf and not the
plural. fhis plural w&s later cooked up by the ﬁussian>$ar Relief
publicity people under the cirection of Aisa GOLDEBOROUGH ( wife of” .
EILTOE;‘AUFMAN) e Comaunist, formerly witn TIME snd now with RUSCIAN ﬁ
¥AR RELIEF and one of their publicity girls named’ﬂiﬁLEﬁ. Kiss GOLDE-
BOROUGH with whou I spent two hours zTter tne meeting together with
the above naized group of newspaper people atsted tnat the R.E.R.
erowd had been sitting on pius ind necdles lest CHAPLIN szid anything
dangeroug: he had been tesperamental snd refused to write &n advance

in the transcripts fer the papers

® and there were 100 &any people present to do too much eciting/in

case CBAPLIN made & bad bresk.")

CHALPLIN seici®The Comuunists like their system and comﬂunism%
.& what the Russiuns.are fighting for ené from the wey they ere fiéh-
:ing for it they must like it pretiy wal! " | |

Bere again the Times story condenses becsuse before CHLPLIR
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said that he was not & Communist but pretty pro-Communist he stated:
" Thank God this war is sweeping eway all this h§pocrisy and non-
sense abdut communism:/?eople are no lopger shocked by it. They
understand that it is a good thing. The American people begin to
understand the Sussian purges &nd what a wonderful thing they were.
les, in those purges the Comnunists did away with their Qusslings
and Legvels end if other nations had done the same there would not
be the originsl Quislings and ~avals today. The only people who
object to Comwunism and who use it &s & bugaboo are the Muzl agents
in thie country, the open ones and the secret ones and the pro-axis
and appeaser press and columnists., I am not a Communist but I am
proud to say thet I feel pretty proTCommunist. I dont went any radical
changé~ I went &n evolutionafy change. I dont want to go back to tgéAw
days of ru%ged individualsim. I dont went to go back to the days of »
frustration. I dont want to go back to the days of 1929. I dont
want to see again thousands of tons of good coffee burned., I dont
want to see thousands of tons of wheat and cotton destroyed. I dont
want to see asgain millions of gallons of perfectly good gasoline
poured over mountains and mountains of good Juicy oranges. I dont
want to go back to a sick and crazy world like the one we had and
which produced Hitler and Hitlerlism. Mo we must do better than that,®

This was followed by a lyrical postulate for & world of the"

brotherhood of mén.

CHAPLIN ended up with an equally lyricai and very histrionic




¢ ; . .

- 5 =
salute to the " beloved Soviet Union.®
A uiss GOLDSBOXOUGH told me later in the eveulng that

RUSEIAN WAK RELIEF was at present pulling strings in-hashinglon to
heve CHAPLIN g2 on & tour of Russia and she clained that " our friends
in t. . -.ate ~gpartuent w%ill fix it that he gets tne same cooperation
thet ®illkie got.-"

Ehe also tolid ae that she is in charge of that pert of
press'relations of R.W.R. wnich deals witn the 1jaison with thelir
147 profess;onal, fruternsl, longudge, etc. suu-comaittees and the
close to 400 comaunity cnests in verious parts in the U.S . which
include E.W.R. in thelir budgcsﬁ.- I siso iearned from her that she
and two other people are doing @ lot of ghost-writing for prowinent
people end even profess;onal writers who write these aays on Russigﬁ“x
in magazinc§ and Newspepers. Miss GOLDSBOROUGH adaitted Specifically
that many of these pieces have nothing to do with RUSSIARN VAR RELIEF
and do not even sention it. She told me that &Y tine 1 could sell
& plece on Russia to 8 negazine she would see to it that the plece
was written for me in her of fice end the only condition was thet

I meke & substantial contribution to PUSEIAN ¥AR RELIEF from the

fee which I got from the magaziné.

4>
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* HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED =
DATE:-30-18 BY1253 STPJKER
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I¥TEREAL SEOWRITY - O,

On Decesbder 3, 1942, Charles Cheplin,
pddrecsed a dinner gpder the ensploces sf Busslan
gorporated, at the Botol Peanaylvanis 18 Pow Yerk
Informant CUEU sovered tbis
{n waioh Chaplin gefendsd Cormnnien end eulegized

“l

. During the
%o tslk vith one uxm};QoldoborM. vho is
s Communist. She is said Se be in cherge of pros
¥or Relief, Inc., dealing wisth the
language, oto., sub-comnitiees and
; the country. ‘

P : During Kies Goldsborough'
advised that Russian Wer Relisf,
Vashington %o have Chaplin go &2 &
%0 havs stated that "eur ¢risnds ia the State

" pe gets the same cooperation that Willkle got.*

was prese

| répori;a collad
1% i

) ,é ( In view of the isr'é;im
' c:;apun with various front srganizstions,

r % Beutiet Cheplin wvould got the same sooperation that ¥illdle got. 1t s

Clegg suggented that you mey wish to have the Liaison Seotion amscertain the cir-
GlaviSumstances gurreunding any trip that Chaplin may make to Russiz, 83 woll as
Lzdd asceriain vho e hopdling the mabthbed im tha 3tate Depertaent. Zhis may &n

Niehofmrn throv pome 1ight ea tha Party's entree imto

Ro,,nwﬁ as make availablo %0 tho Burssu the gontexplated moves of Chaplin. R

she movie sotor,
¥ar Relief, Ia-
dinner opd reperied em Chapline opoosh
atoner, Ganfideatial Informant [IIZ=
descrided by the

14atsen of their professional,
the various commmunity chests throughout 7

sour of Russle.®
Departaet will fix 1 that

thought that the Buresu
ould know the paskground of any conteaplated trip of

’@ this conaxection, reference ie made %o the statement of Miss Goldsborough {"
Tol tnz the %friends® in the State Department vho would arrange matters

City. 7\ gmﬁ&ons_m}.

Russlia.

Dhod essooier
info t e

s relations & ssian
fraternal

e

o

o conversation with the informent, abe

*pulling strings in S
ghe is further sald -

tly

oration on the part of

Ohaplin %o Russia,

she State Department es o
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JOHN EDGAR HOG{ Lot e -
..... DIRECTOR e - . MN\j, A. Tammi
. oy 4 Cleg8 o

-al Burean of Inuestig.i. .9 / .. Glavin
Mr. Ledd______

i States Bppar‘tmmt of

< T Mr. Nichols
 M@ashington, B. €. © - Mr. Rosen______—
' Mr. Tracy
January 'l(” 1943 Mr. Carson :
Mr. Cofiey ‘
. ) Mr. Hendon ot
’ Mr. Kramer _
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, D. M. LADD 9?'\ Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN; . Mr. Quinn Tamm__

INTERNAL SECURITY - C. Tele. Room
: Mr. Nease
Miss Beabm _
Reference is made to the attached memorandum from  Miss Gandy_ _—
¥r. Welch to you dated December 23, 1942, regarding information
supplied by & s - oncerning the recent activities of Charles
4?;ZI) (nggglin, the movie actor. It 1s noted that the Russian War Relief,
Incorporated, are allegedly pulling strings in Washington to have

e

Chaplin go on & tour of Russia. A representative of th \Russian War
Relief, Inc., stated, Your friends in the State Departmént will fix it
that he gets the same cooperation that Willkie got.“' Pursuant to your
request, the writer took this matter up with Mr. Frederick B. Lyon of
the State Department to learn if any request had been made of the State
Department for arrangements to permit Chaplin to tour Russia as above
indicated.

After checking on this metter with the Passport Division,

Mr. Lyon informed the writer that according to State Department records,
Chaplin is not an American citizen and to the best information available
at the State Department, he is a British subject. For this reason, Kr. .,
Lyon stated that should Chaplin proceed abroad he would not be issued an
American passport but would need a Russian visa only. - At the present time,
no recuest has been mede of the State Department to facilitate Chaplin's
departure.

-

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

)
DATE12-1-1® _BY 1259 Sypien

ALL INFORMATION CONTA

With reference to the statement that the Russian Var Relief,
Inc., has sfriends" in the State Department, Mr. Lyon stated he was unzble
to give any information that would substantiate such a charge. He pointed
out that Mr. Willkie's world tour was not gponsored by the State Department
but that the request came directly from the White House and therefore, the
statement of the Russian War Relief, Inc., representative that Chaplin
will get the same cooperation as Willie got is entirely erroneous so far as
the State Department 1is concerned. ‘

¥r. Lyon confidentially advised the writer that although there
may be some jndivicduals in the State Department who hzve liberal leanings,
he did not feel that anyone in fhe:State Department could be considered
a contact for the Communist Party oF the Russian ¥ elief, Inc.s:in —

specific. IXDENED ! o /2 r-’f/"z,?‘.»;b‘ /;
' /,/n/ §€ =5 /‘T? R
Respe;tfully,

™~ _ .,
=10 R. R. Roach
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Eﬂph:ralr Bureau of Inuestigation 0

Hwited States Pepartment of Justice /- T
Los Angeles, California P ‘12?‘1—.-;,w
January Sy 1943 ‘

, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Crector, 1~ HEREINIS UNCLAS\?\F\ED

DATE ,_,\'?glﬁ'\b __BY,
Rg; CHARLES CHAPLIN

Dear Sir: . Eggormation Concerning / e /
’ - AR / : ‘,;

In a recent conversation with
special service contact of this office, I inquired
cerning the general reaction in the motion pictur
the recent attacks against CHARLES CHAPLIN by

£y

Subsequently, it
action was an unexpected one in view of the fact that CHAPLIN is

not at all popular in the general motion picture colony, as he

is regarded as stingy and anfriendly; however, in view of PEGLER'S
attack against the actor's artistic ability, the tendency is for
the motion picture people 1o defend hime .

stated that regardless of PEGLER'S opinion,

CHAPLIN very definitely is an artist and has been recognized &s
such all over the world, and undoubtedly because of thelr own

artistic interests and for the protection of their om industry,
they rallied somewhat to CHAPLIN'S defense against these recent

attacks.

1 thought you would be jnterested in xnowing of
this observation. v -

Very truly yourss,

RBH: AB — T k‘/—fk
. B. HOOD

R.
Special Agent in Charge
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Special fo the Son-Telegraph
LONG BEACH, Cal,, May 28.—
Tingling with champagne a se-
lect group of Hollywood film
luminaries applauded a Russian
movie, “The Bear,” about a
~water-drinking revolutionary at
a weekend revel aboard a So-
viet ship in Long Beach harbor.
The 2 -~ d the cham-
1pagne— Cawuw Irom T poom.
Sﬁrﬁi?umxl 4 a. m. yesterday.
Prominently present was Char-
, ‘|lie Chaplin, English film actor,
who proposed toasts in Russian
and referved to uniformed U, S,

custorgs men a= “Pv American
Gestapo.”
s .. ww party included

Chaplin's young wife, formerly
Oonax@'Neill, dau-hter of Play:
wrxghf Eugene - O'Neill; Lewis
leswne Russian-born director,
d Mrwhlestone Actor John
,%“aiﬁcid and his wife, Mrs. R
berta«iﬁrﬁeld
““The campagne banquet-—-
sumptuous in the Russian rman-
ner—was arranged by Alexajder
P. Grachev, representative} of
the Soviet Purchasing Compis-
sion in the United States.

Reds Fete Holl wc:od Movne Stars

It was held_ in a luxurious
salon, which is a remarkable fea-
ture of the otherwise ordinary
Russian tanker, SS Batumi,
moored at Pier 49, Long Beach
Harbor, and Viadmor Petroff,
ship’s captain, played host.

“The Bear” turned out to be
a fulllength talking feature
about the struggles of the Rus-
sian people against the Czarists,
whose decadence was demon-
strated by their predilection for
champagne parties. Its climax is
a 'scene during the revolution in
which the hero smashes hun
dreds of bottles of champagne.

Grachev told his guesis thnt
the c¢hampagne smashing is *a
great dramatic effect” for Rus-
sian audiences, ‘“very moral and
uplifting” and putting the Soviet
government in the light of fa-

voring drinks of the common
man.

‘“Nazdo Rovie!”

‘!

champagne in one of the endless
round of toasts. .

The banquc: table was ar|.
rayed with creamy borsch, blini,|
red and black caviar, huge|
smoked turkeys, hams and sal-|:
mon from Russia and many|:
other delicacles, including Rus-|.
sian canned crabmeat which|
Grachev said will shortly appear
on the American marke&ggﬂ‘m
' It comes from cannerl vg
cently taken from the Japs, he
explained.

P*zycle Hits Boy, 5,|
Leg Seriously Hurt

Andrew Nymar, o, of 27 Beech
Dr., Bellevus, is in St. John's|

Hospital with a possible leg frac-
ture suffered when he was run
down by a bicycle last night on

{(to’ your|Davis Ave., North Side, police
health) exclaimed Chaplin, hois.|said. The rider was \Buddy
ting a bnmmmg goblet of Welsh,, police said. ;

S T/




your letter of Moy 28y 1948, togathsr
with enclosure hos been received end I wish B0
shank you for forwording the in ormotion o BIo
7 om enclosing nmne Story of The Federol Burect
af Inueattgation” which you GOy bo Lnterested

¢n readinge

Sincerely YoUTS)

John Edger Eoouer
Director

Enclosu
ON CONTAINED,

ALL INFORMAT!
ASSIFIED

P HEREIN 1S UNCL
DATE2-1-ne BY123A S5
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Calls Agents

‘Gestapo’

“HBpecial fo the W, ¥. Journ
. Lrerican.

LONG BEACH, Cal

champagne, & select gres
of Hollywood film lu
nariessapplauded a R
sian movie about & wa

Soviet ship in‘Long Bes
harbor,

The applause—and the ¢
pagne—continued from T g
Sunday until 4 8. m. Monds

Prominently present way
» Chaplin, English film

1o proposed toasts in R

d referred to uniformed

stoms men &s “the Amer:

tapo.”

Others in the party Inch

.aplin’s young wife,

na O'Neill, daughter of

ght Eugene O'Nelll;
estone, Russian-born dir
.Mrs. Milestone; actor
ield and his wife, Mrs
e Garfield. )
Te champagne bangE
stuous In the Russlan =
e85 exander
chev, representative :

Purchasing ComIniss

ted States and Of Am
trading corporation, t¢

gpecial showing of &
fim, titled *Th




ucswne, twusslan~born director,
d Mrs. Milestone; sctor John|
" rfleld and his wife, Mrs - -
is Garfle}ld -~ .7 . o .
“he champagne banguet
“ptuous in the Russian men-
g ha & s wrh WY el
i5 Jchev, representative’of the
Purchasing Commission in} &
tted States and of Amtiorg, & .
trading corporation, to pre- ;
gpecial showing of & Rus-
1iim, titled “The Bear,”
held in & luxurious
ali & remarkable feature
otherwise ordinary Russisn
er, 88 Batumi, moored &Y
48, Long, Beach Harbor,
ar Petroff, anip's eapjuin,
ed host, . °
The Bear® turned out to ge 2 ;
I-length talking feature abou : i i - ‘eomradely pose
les of the Russisn|&e " L foe e ¥ by ‘camers :.m wm 1 -
Teopls apsinst the Crarists, whose | ANI) ONE. SAW REDL..o.c HE ame off the dhip. - But the T: §
Jecgdence was demonstrated bY| acene wasn't supposed to be in & i s of ficer, at the left, didn’t app
| ihetr predilection for champagne| weekend champagne: revel ,tha&”C I3 sh fheir joy, for *Chaplin had
| parties, Its climax 15 s BCRC| oy olin mnd -Jobhn' Garfield, ihc movER > 1o mem_mgwﬁm.AEeﬂ
during the revolution in whith} B, 0. -ottonded nboard & oviet skip. PO 10 LERY L s
the hero suashes hundr Lpng Beach, Calif, harbor. They we S Sptermtions]
botties of champagne. ' . - - o R -
rchey told his guests that the A :
chammpagne~-smashing is “a grest
dramatic effect” for Russian au-
dlences, “very moral end uplift-
ing” and putting the Soviet Gov-
‘ernment in the lght of favoring
drinks of the common man.
#Nazdo rovie!” {to your health)
exclaimed Chaplin, holsting " aj’
brimmir.g goblet of champsagne in
¢ one of the endless round of toasts.
Brandy and vodks flowed freely
as the “decadent” sparkling wine,
but guests observed that the vodka
was labeled “madz In Philadel~
phia” . B
The banguet table was arrayed
with thick borscht, blind, red and U
black caviar, huge waoked turkeys, ling
hams and salmon from Russis,{lan
and many other delicacles, includ- jpnd
ing Russlan crongd crsbmeat, !
which Grachev sal@ will shortly| PS5
@ppesr on the American markst, {860
It comes from canneries recently §
taken from the Jepanest, he ex-|&p
*Gestapo”  vemark {thegs
came &3 he was leaving, when he 38
£aW news cameramen waiting near | tha
‘uniformed customs men headed
by N. E. Engeman, sergeant of the
lzw-enforcement section, Bureai]adf
of Customs, U. 8. Treasury De-|an
partment. ) ] S
*Oh, Y see we are under the |¢p
power of the American Gesta~.] |
Ppo,” guid the actor, .~ 1 7' L
Bgt. Engeman safd his men were
vresent ns a matter of course to
ke sure that no dutiable ar-
. glfts or purchases ‘were
1t ashore except  under
) circumstances. ¢ .




Kuhn Longs for

S " By INEZ ROBB
Infernatlonzl News Bervieo Staff Copmespondent
. }mTER, day 38.—No GI in Glermany is more homesick for
the : ' .ud of America than Fritz Buhn, one-time "fuehrer”
of .tl.. .erman-American Bund.

Ruhn, for years before beinig sent to New Yerk State Prison
for embezzling Bund woney, preached the joys of I:Utlensm and
greater Germany to his American followers,

: Now, though be is s “stateless pemn"-—mnce he has been
- fleprived of his American citizenship—nothing could induce Knhn

. to apply -~ -2 ;nip In Germany, his native land.
R ¢ -aggering American-fuehrer told me this todaY
© when. ..avsed him down In & lower middle-class suburb of Munich,

" twhere he and his wife and two chudren share & dingy house owned
by his wife’s parents.
. Still full of confidence and energy, Kuhn looked at me as if T
" hrd lost my mind when I asked if he would sgain become g Cer-
" man citizen. .

u.s. asheldie‘

He cried emphatically R : .
% - “Never, never.” :
He is moving Hesven and Earth to get himself and his famil R

out of Germsny, where he sees no hope far the future //KUh

~declared: - .

3t will t&ke 150 years $o rebmm Germany. The } Zounge
genersntion has no future here.”

Euhn's first tnterest is to get his two children—Bardare, 22,
Walter, 18—to Mexico where they were born, He’s working § bhrough
the American consulate to establish Mezican cilizenship fo his son__
and daughter who appear typical American kids and bﬁier home* .

- sick for the U. S. 4

Mrs. Kuhn Is 50 homesick for the States that she can -carcelY (

discuss it calmly, !
8he asked about American dress, shoe and hair
weanted to know if I could send her some American wr

zines, which she misses terribly.
Kuhn still s & vr,m, Lompous men Gespite 3ears ?

Governors
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - o
DATE12-\-n® BY1a%q syppcen ’

Your undated comssnicstion pottmarked at New York, New York, ey

3,
1946, has been received. D

I suggestp that you sddress yow imuiries concerning deport tiou
of Charles Sptncor@mu_pm to the Immigration and Naturalisation Service at
T2, psnnaylvania. This Bureau has no Jurisdiction orrioe at

Philadelphia,
Sincersly yurs,

—_ - Johti Rdgar Joover
o CAr ey e i m e
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preparation of a Seourity Index Card, .

SAC, Los Angeles

soptopbor 2, 15468
Direotor, PBY

* ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
SECOM 3y LLIE o  HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE121-78 _ BY 1259 syp/men

I% is requested that you review the refeorences to Cherles Chaplin
our office and give

oScmmonding tho

100-127080
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8AC, 103 ANORLES I A December 27, 1546

v - Director, FBI N
47X T - SECURITY MATTER = C

memmmmmmmmmﬁh,mmmm
edtted hermt.h photostatic coples of a olipping fram the washington Post
on Dscember 7, 1946, indicating that the subject was to be subpoensed to
testify on Communicam in tho movie coleny by the M@ﬂm Aotivitiep

Committee of the House of Rapresentatives. R

S ALLINFORMAT!ONCONTAINED T S Gl R”‘é
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Mr. E. A g
) Mr. Clegg i —

: Mr. Glavin_

Mr. Ladd_pf

Mr. mchov

/ Mr. Rosen_ ¥

' » Mr. Tracy__

Mr. Carson_

Mr. Egan____

) Mr. Gurnea_
: "arbo__

Mr. Hendon_

Mr.-Jones__

Mr. Penning

T

H mzsef@f‘bup‘ t@ﬁ%sk‘
Chaplinto Te‘st_ify

On Communism

Hollywood, Dec. 6 Q.P).—Come-
{dian Charlie C i be sub-
| penaed to testi
lin the moyle colony when
House Un-American Activitie
‘| Committee reopens pearings here
inext month, Cb.iei_C'ounsel Ernie
| Adamson said today. co
| -Adamson said the committgeiwi}l
call at least 15 or 20 witnesses, )

B i

JURSURRERRES st
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> 8
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v o

{ many of them outstanding in the -

-

: movie colony. . I
+  “We want to hear more about "~

: reports that motion picture money
" is financing & third party, tentative~ 5

:ly’ named the spepole’s Front, / ! -
‘ which, fhas an eye on mmingx‘?‘f(} pLES ¢t (enT
H llace~for President,” he .
said, 7% ™y
Chaplin. :s not immediately N
available N ;mmentl" o
et g—anal PN P
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~ WASHINGTON POST ‘

;" Page 3




-

%38 B

ce M@Wloi%ﬂdum. - UNITED STATES ‘GOVERNMENT

. DIRECTOR, FBI ~ CONEJENTIALY DATR: 3-1-47
. SAC, LOS ANGELES | W
G" . . . . ) I P ﬁ
SUBJECT:  CHARLFS SPENCER CHAPLIN, akw, ‘ , @ /=
A : Charlie” Chaplin, N Thonstein phetmbdhing T Stbp i Y
1 SECURITY MATTER - C : : .
Y ’;‘
t v :
B
g
N, L&
L
Qszvv.«e&
o= ¥ < :
REY \
f': \_L_. : According to a hié;hly confidential s

[o))
v

=7 A

New York in January 1944 CHAPLIN's name appéared in the personal L |
address book of the COMRAP suspect LOUISE BRANSTEN, v‘dth,aliases.m) |
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Form No. 1 ’

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 1.0S ANGELTS, CALIFORNIA FILE N0 100-15641
REPORT MADE AT . | DATE WHEN MADE - PE’NDD FOR REFPORT MADE BY h

. WHICH MADE .
103 ANGTLTS 3847 10-4,5,6,7,8; | 70 1rk
~ -12,13016-20, ;

TITLE 0 26,27,30,31‘45 CHARACTER OF CASE ‘ A
CH:RI~C “RPNCERZCHAPLIY, aka, 1-8,9,10,13,14, |
charlid?chaplin, Thopskein 152 21-47 SECURITY MATTFR - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

SUMARY REPORT'

pureau file 100-127090.(0Y °
Bureau letter dated September .9, 194%7 l
L L

CHARLZS SPENC’ \APLIN is better known as CHARLIE CHAPLI{l. “The
subject has ¢ufantly mainteined that.his true neme is CHAPLIN S .
and in the 1945 issue >f the Mation Picture Almanac,” CHAPLIN

states that his parents were CHARL®S and HANNA CHAPLIN. However,
according to Who's Who in American Jewry, which is published by

the National MNews Association, 72 Fifth Avenue, New York, on page .
161, volume 3 it is noted thet CHAPLIN was born in London, Fngland,
April 16, 1889, the son of a "family named THONSTEIN“ which
immigrated from “astern Europe end settled in London in.lBSO.a» .
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BUSINTSS LDDRESS

CUMRLIE CHAPLIN sTUDIOS, 1416 North la3rea, Los. Angeles, galifornia,
te¥phone Hempstead 2141. - ‘

3§§ID?K = ADDRTSS

1085 Sumnit Dri e, Jeverly Hills, californias Unlisted £elephone§ grest-
 view 50525 and crestview 50788,

mPLOYMENT

.

CHAPLIN is self—employed as & motion picture preducer and actor.
" CITIZTNSHIP ‘ '

CHAPLIN is 2 British subject, having peen born in fngland end although in
the United gtates for approximately thirty yesrs hos not petitionod for '
'citizenship. , : :

7

=ACKGROTYD IHFQRATION o

)

CRAPLIN was born in London, ®ngland on April 16, 1880 and in the 1946 issue
of the Motion picture Almanac CHAPLIN supnlied bthe following background

infornation regording himself:

"Presidnnt «f the ¢harles Chaplin Filn Corpnration. Producer and
stars Iorn in London, Fnglend, ppril 16,.1889. parents CHARLTS and
HAW¥AHCH?PLIN. rducntod in public schonls in andon 2nd the provinces.
pivoread P.ULRTTE GODDARD. #es tw> SON6 CHLRLFS, Jr. and SYDUWY. At
en sarly GER bacame member of juvenile tronp, afterwards vaudeville.
. Headliner in Gread priticn and United States. tptered nstion oictures
jn Yrvanber 1913 with Keystone and ~thers.: In 1918 constructad his
~wn s tudios in Hollyw-od snd is nnly aember of United Artists pistri-
pbuting Corporation and sn independent praducers among his ~atstanding
pictures &8T¢ ¥The G~1ld rush, ' YThe circus¥ and woity Lights.” {n 1936
prﬁduced, directed, vir-te story, prnduced ausic, cdited and appearegf’“”.
in Wi~dern Tines." In 1939 o fila ~°n dicsators marked nis first 77
ap;earance‘in 211 talking picture 28 well as first departure from
~ri, inal "troap role." In 1940 nr-duced, wrote, directed and apprared
in the vGraat pictator.t” :
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The foll:m‘ini jnvestigation was conducted by former Special }«.gentn

Phe writer rsvieved the back entitled 7 RLIT CHAPLIN - Kinp of
Trogedy” by G™RITH VOu UL This buvok was crpyrichted in 1940 by the
¢rxton Frinters, Ltd., Caldwell, Idsno. In the foreword, VON ULH states
that this book was wiritten by himsclf, but on msterial collaboration with
ToR . CEI KONC. . XCHO was ~HCLIN's conbination valet, butler ond secretary
over a great nuaber of years., He VoS plso subject of 2n espionage casg in
which Lns Angeles ursorigin, tho other subjact oeing ° Japanese naval officers,
It is understood th-t KONO is prsently in a relocation center.

“packground data ~nd facts concerning associatas of CHiPLIN which
may be ofAintnrest to this investigation follow. ' -

CHAPLIN was born April 186, 1889, in {ennington, 2 suburb of London,
, the snn of HAWIAH CH' PLIN, whose stago name VoS LILLY HARL¥Y. She was married
to n Jawish boolknaker ncmed SYDMEY HAWKTS, =nd SYDNEY CH.FLIN, Subjact's
half-brother, was born of this marriage. She divorced HAWKRS, then had an
.1lisnce with one TMTTLER pDRYDTN (there is no rocord of their over having
asrried.) While working in tho music halls in England she qet CH RIFS
SPTNCER cH;PLIN “nd subject wos born shortly thereafter. Subject's mothor
disd in August, 1928, in - Gland-1le seniterium. She was insane at the time.
His father died in Tnplznd ~hen subject was three yoars of age. This book
stoted that,CEiPLIN’s'mother, though of imacdiote Cockney origin, was not
af rTurc ‘nglo=-Saxon lin=~ge. Her forebecrs were from North Spain, her
father wis of French origin, ~nd it concludos this hereditary tracing by
st-ting "There is no promisc for the popular bslief that CHRPLIN hes
Jewish blocd."

It is rocallad thet ARFUR {FLLY has figurcd in the cwrant
jnvaestigition &8s on sfficnr for United srtists Studio. Mo is acatinred
jn this book ad it wes his sister, -n© Ty TLLY, who wos CH.PLIN'S //’“”
first love, in London, whnn h~ WIS vet o boy ~f about scvontcen or e
sizhtosn.  In fact, CHAPLIN rsturned. £2 “nglend io 1922 solely for the
. purp:sa of one? agrin seeing har, oaly to find that shh had dicd three
waaks bafora ho got there. The suth-r indicates thst his passinn for
9 i Ty ATLLY sms the preatost love affair he over had, whils it -dees not
‘ssp-er that CH.PLIN covor did anything @ re than adaire c<nd love her from
a distancee - : o ' o '
. After touring -cbout england in ‘vaudaville, CH.PLIN come to New
y~rk and by 1914 wes mking $150 a wwck undar controct with ¥..CK STNNETT.

i
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LRINUR R?TV”S,_C?;PLIE'S prosrnt'mlnig*r for his
wes ot that Lime TONAgeT of o group
gtotos frtm'England. A
on Jonuary 12, 1915, CE TLIN w28 sipned

gtudins £31 = salary of 41,000 & LIsek
ans piven & contract for 4670,000 by tho Fasual
£+ qnke his T picturcs. ’ .
come tn LoS ingoles he

JULT:H FLTINGE, famou
~ne °f his'closrst fris
ond it =

theon n- first
30T surrrundings.
sEREC, at that time Was’
into the Los ingelss sthletic Club

hia 2nd wns- hired a8 his secreiary,

am~ng P

Th~ book than £011°WS rather clos”ly c

It starts ~ut vi
fr-m Renc, yp-yada. - She
4 2VOTY dny "D route to the studie.
ToTo¥ W RRINGION &t this poi
with him fer
. | RRINGTON'S
..t the ond of that yoor,
s1th Mutusl Film Compnny and 1nunchod his SwWn
~utlet which providei':;g with $1,000 000 for
picturcs & yonr. s for TDH,
picture wijeman of paris," ofter which sh
stotos theb she 18 prcsantly 1iving ab
35 n-ar Los rngoles)s and €haplin
tha tims thoy soparctod =fter CH PLIN

her proaisc and nSVor domanded noney

~us WNOTTe th ~ne BDNL -

some tim= unt

whercabouts ere not xnowne

bacims

~otivitics during the last
fin-d to t-uring the United gtates with 1L.RY
2.NES in the euuaer of 1817. Tho cut:or sto

-nd.wore sp-king in behalf ~f the

!
* CH.PLIN'S

~XPEnsaS

‘on CHAPLIN'S rotur

his first wi I
gho wos 2 gucst in the heme of M

g hsuse at Del Rey poache IR

of cetors vihich come
% by the n.osanay Companye

1iv-d =t ©

as thrre that T
chouffeur, °

HpLN’s affal
» DURVILNCE, ¥

sas his first 1eading 1ady:.
She was s°OR Ayorywhore

nt was handling th? noney
11 thay hod 8 disagreae

» CH-‘-?LIN re

~URVI.NCE, cuPL
5 wont to Turepse

itaphatten 557
gtudins still »~

‘he mct the woman

o TLDRED BARRIS. S0°
(v and OWEN WOORE.

N\ - 5 -
KR N e e
§ - <o . ﬂ

nore in Hsllywood, .

studins
£o the United

cnnett
BY 1916 he
ving free

COHSY froa the 8

Film Conpony cnd

he Stowell gotel
s £-male imporSQnator ~f the

nds, H¢ got him to move
ToR.CHI xono met

rs with vari-
ha Coms ta_Hzllywncd
XCXNO pickad h~ar up
with CH&?LIN,'
for CH.PLIN, And hc eS8

smcnt and he was fircde.

afuscd 0 re-sign
studin. B nad o rzln28ing
the production nf cight

IN storrcd her in his
T™he auth"r

Bsach, g:lif-rnia {vhich

tired ¢of b7,

Aar influcncle

war appenT to have boon con=

PICKFORD ond DOUGL:S F.IR-

t~s that they prid thoir ~_
Liborty Lean drives s

who bocome

that timo fiftcen yoors of Bgoe
who ot that time had

is affoir with MILDRED

'm"‘rf‘a’ .
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H.RRIS, the auwior states, "CH.BLIT hus nover, in the d:eper scnse of
the -term, becn in love save onee e HRTTY KTLLY." He continucs that
CHLPLIN was infatunted with MILDRED H.RRIS. Thoy wsre marriod thot some
fall. Thoy had o malfarmed baby vhich livad.only for a few hhurs. &%
the time »f the marvinre she wng ‘sixteen years <f 45gc. ‘Being tired of
the girl and 0~ - ' far har asscciation, CHAPLIN immcdintcly there-
~fter put -1ILD aup. FARRIS -and hor mothor up in 3 house cond. sterted going
~r und with othor girls. It montions thet ZONO served CHPLIN's dinners
and ~ttended him whon he entortninsd girls in the large house which is
right »n the Chaplin Studis propcrty. BEventually MILDRED HARRIS filed
far divorce, settling for £100,000 and 2 share of comnunity propertys
4RTHUR WRIGHT, whe later died, was CHAFLIN'S attorncy ot tais time. BHe
was 2 brnther ~f LOYD 'WRIGHT, CH.PLINts prescnt attorney.

It wes ofter this effair with E.RRIS that CHLPLIN went bock to
®ngland to see EFTTY KFELLY and found thot she *had just dicd. From there
he went to Paris where he met WALDO FRLNK, the writer, who cntertained:
him. It is t° be nnted that WALDO FR.NK for o perind of about two weeks
wns o guest in the CHiPLIN homc during the forepart of Octcber, 1943. At
that tims hz was dolivering lactures in end around the Los iAngcles area.

The n~xt woman mentioned in CHAPLIN's 1ife was CLLR® SHRRID.N,
crusin »f WINSTON CHURCHILL. She was in Hollyw>»d ond her husband, -
WILFRSD SHFRIDAN, had ba~n killad in the Torld Wnr in the y~ar 1915, With
her was hor son RICHIRD. &t thet time CHAPLIN wos reportedly engnged to
ALLIRE TINDSOR. Tho nuth-r tells <f o weeck 's comping trip that CH.PLIN
£~0k with CLARE SHRRIZIL, but that though they were greatly attached €9 cach
4thor, morriago Wos impnssible. ' '

LILA LRE, CLALIRE +INDSOR and PRGGY JCYCE were ¢mstent, ond os
the suthor dsscribed, "merely frimndly visitors™ to the CH.PLIN hone
during this parizd. Ho went into the arrivel in Hollywind ~f PCLA WGRI,
whem CUAPLIN had met whon in Burcp? during 1922, =nd it .is stnted thoat
she tas infatunted with CH'PLIN. She divorczd hor husband and their
=ngagraent was ann-unced.  Repsrtedly PCOLANWGRI t~1d rowspaper COrras-
p-andants =nd magazins writers intimate dotails of her affair with CH.PLIN.
CH.PLIN brught s™ac 1and in ths hills zbove Reverly Hills whzrc hc built _
the home in which he is prosently living. This supp>sedly was for POLA d .
¥MGRI. ‘ . : ~
Next cma ane CARLOTT: (tho auther gtatss that is not her true
name). Sha was the daughter ~f a Mexican gonerzl. KONO is gunrted in this
cranection with steting that he knew sha wns "undor age" and trisd tn keep
L . . ' E




e

her avicyY from,CH;PLIN. Ffom £ho b0k it dres n~t appsar that cuLPLIN ~
_ evor Vo8 intimate vith hore The. cuthoT details & gight. she wnd ns night
L~ with POU;}E‘?:GRI in CH.PLIN'S hrusce . '

: LITh GRuLs vy bactmd CHLOLT - . nd vifo, naw €268 jnto the
picturce The suthaT states thot hoe mothoT prought her teo CH:FLIN'S
studions and cHPLIN rmncdiztoly signed hoT for the picture ho S then
aexing. Immediately tlorecfter groy bocame ongaged and right ~fter that
she bocsme 311. The type 5f illness 38 nob oxplaincd. in -0y avent,

o PLIN hirecd ~0e GTORGL: ¥.Ln who £i1led in in his picture:. The

guthr £7CS “n ot LITS GREY WwnE ~nly sixbtech yeoors of ages BT mothel,
Mrs . LILLIAN gPICFR, her grandpar?nts, the CURRYS'&nd ari uncle, one

? - y "
Mexico opd on NO ember 24 1924, married her ob W ~ime in the State of
S n rde : o
\
e v this bime, pemely in 1924, th? suthr storts mentisrning an

affair‘whidh CHiPLIN hed with 2 girl whem ho ctlls w,ISTE. Be states

that that 18 nat hor Lrue pame, dut jpasmuch 28 ghh was & prnminont actress
in H?llywn:d et that time and had nnw r:tircd to private 1if=, sha Was
antitled ¥ pe anonymuS: 1t appners tnat MAISIE had & oW tnd o country
hﬁmc,.nnd CUAPLIN wos ot hor houst most f the tino. LIT REY 18 supposcd
£~ have reforred £ her, put not VY nnne, A0 hor diviree paporse. On June
28, 1925, CHARLES.SPFNCER ¢ PLIN, JR. w8 bATNe Immediately pofnre end -
after, cH.PLIN wns soen 1D public with GEONEAEELE, his 1-ading 104y,
ﬁrevivusly aonki-mode Tho auth 1 anntinns cH.LPLIN poving soch a

Bnranoss T ot o night club during this porind ond WoS wyenging TF
ner." 1P s n t jpaicnted whetheT it 1 aping VIS8 aver sntisfied T

Ninc m-nths and v 47YS after CE LTS SPrLCRER ca LIV, Jr. WS
v rn, STDNY ;. RTHUR ¢ PLIN, 11, w8 porn t2 LIT5 CRT . The why T how
-f this sce-nd child, the suth-r statos, Vs © nystery. Anyway, in
January £ 1927, LIT, GHN CﬂL?LIN sucd gubject £97 alvoreo. In this

¢ nacetim tho authoT stotes that the nowspaper “Tha Graphlc“ publishad
in WoW y-rk Citys came ub with the full ;ndvintimate dctoils ~-f the
dinrco_c"mplnint. 1t has b7t ;eo‘rted hot the details -f sime Wore
m-st yntimate. The auth T . Ais pank stabeos thnt CH.PLIN paid LITH
GRAY $600,000, with the undérstanding thot the pys wereo £~ be accRBST
“4ble 9 their father whonever he wished, snd that @ trust fund -7
5100,000 p~r 2ach svn'was’tg.be nstablishcd, the inc me fr-m 8°IT £~ be
usad exclusiva1y~fﬁr their 11ving and,éducation. - '
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“CHLPLIN's romancc with M_ISI® was still g~ing n, and the ro-
p-rtars -f the l-eal papers had lsarned nothing ab-ut her. They wore
asking CHLPLIN when hs was going t» marry GRORGILL HILE. Sha and hor
:n ‘thor were living in his homg at that time. Ths auther rcp-rts that
CH PLIN was 2t that time b.rod with .ISIT and GEORGL. H'LE, and in
this ¢ 'naecti n statcd, "CHAPLIN's emoti-nal life - which is his rc2l
1ife = « « . o ongornsss for the next quest cvercomcs the cnnui -f the
waning nc."

P e

\

“:t ab-ut this time CH.PLIN was working ~n his picture "City
Lichts." H> hirced "ne VIRGINIA CEWRRILL, wh» did s» much’ drinking and
carrying “n at night that he hud trouble meking the pleture with her.

She lator quicted d-wn and married CORY GRUMT, from wh-mshe was divirced

qugust 9, 1937, Thereafter she married in Lond~n the Farl nf Jerscy. .

It was indicated that CHAPLIN hnd probably boen intimete with CHRRILL.

4 wavar, he wes still keaping MAISI® in tow, and thes figure six ynors was

given as the tital longth of time that this affair went on, "City Lights"
_hnd by n'w be:n rolensed #nd CE'PLIN had t» got away, s- he tsk a trip
y t~ Turcpe and there came acrass a Viennese dancer named L& JiNA. KLRL VON
" VOLLIOFLL™R, th2 prct, wh» is m~vm f-r his writing "Phe Miracle," enter-
tain-d b-th f th-a in Borlin, Gormony. VOLLMOFLLER was arrcsted by the
F.3.1. immedistely after Prarl Harbor as an enemy alien. It is underst ~d
that*h: has subscquently b-en rolansad. o \

™ *In passinz, ==-v his it thit CH.TLIN is unnaturcl in his s=xual

r-1ati-ns ~né it has b -n said that h~ is 2 hmmssexual. Tho zuthur f
“this b ~k makes m-nti n f this item whan ho stites, "CH.RLI®W, th-ough
nss-atinlly n-rmal himsslf, c-uld nt be the creative pors-n that he is
~nd nt hove an understonding .... that it has been these exponents ~f
the int-rmcdizts sex wh- hove deminated =rt thr-ugh the conturies,”

'SYDUTY CHLPLIYN, subj-ct's holf-br -thsr, wis in Fronee ot thids
tizm-, ~nd the zuth'r statzs thot he was having ine'me tax trouble in the
United Stat-s s ho th wht it botter for him znd his wifc HIVIIR €9
“"rotire fra pudblic life." o

Mol SLIN was through with L JUH.L by this time, nd at the Casinn
‘n the Rivierx he ran sceross MAY R™EVES, vh~ was a dancer there. There-
after she trovelled with him 2b ut Purcpe nd iAfriecas :

¢

“One C..RL ROBINSON hnd boen sant nl;ng‘ﬁn this\pnrticular'ﬂurn-' ( 1'{' /
pean t-ur as publicity director.f r CHIPLIN, but whan the party renched Sa '1/
¥-rncen, his arguments with CH.PLIN rcached such 2 print that CHAPLIN

:5_
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S “ _ . ; ‘ .\ i}
in 2cc rd with the gcmmunistic set-up in russic. B* ‘dascribns cH.PLIN

-s 2 mxn vhe nyikes t° b2 ~1-ne," who js truly >0 ~ptist; whe wr te 211
~f his ~vnm picturns, ~na ne ¥hC farls nins~1f n't subject t the m2des
£ rdin~ry paple. .

CZL . FLIN w78 jpdict -~ 7 T aur-cu £°F vi.l&tijh £ the White glnve
pr-ffic et ond £I ¢ nspirncy Af violwting civil]ibertizs -£. JO.X DTRRL
put vs subsaqurntly froed BY Fadoral Jury s ¢y PLIN anrrisd CQlA o'mILL,
dsuzhtor of pl:yﬂri;ht ~JGTHE CIH=ILL -B Juno 16, 1943 at c:rpintﬁria,

c~1if -rmise This W"S described in the laeal press Sg CH.PLIN'S f urth
rrrizge 8 Jo.u BRRK strtad that ~RDLIN -Inee c-nfided T hor thot he
w8 NVl ~nrricd T ?;ULETTW>GCDD.RD nd thot they wsnt thr ugh the

£ oranlity f oo wiiv ree’ IR exic? a-rely §0F public c-nsunpbine

- oTIVITIES

UV IV

sfomborship in the ¢-maunist Pirty'

cH.PLIN hté b~en rocusad Hp A UNbAT £ ~cc.sims € being © a-mbsr f the

@C‘:nmunist partys . Hwever, s-urce i wh se reli:\bility-h:s pren well
‘1stzblished ~§ AN authentic ypfraant, st tad that b2 has, nvVar been .
abl= bt jd~ntify CH.PLIM o8 & membor f Ehe ¢omunist party in H-llyw 3. -

S’urc:]'sug“ﬂst@d that cd °LIN 2%y w~1l b B aember oL the ¢ naunist
party dut thare wuld be 0 rec rd, his qombrrship excopt within the
highoer circles °f ths Party in Haw YTk CH.PLIN hos rrpeathly arnind
thot he is 7 arnbe T o Mhe ¢c~mraunist Porty end "N ‘ugust 19, 1943, vhile

_pponking 28 anster °f ¢c-reatnies 2t an nff&ir.h“ldvin nh-n-r °f the Russisn

fila direct T ¥.LATCZOB, €3 PLIM gtrtne "ThITY 35 o grt acnl T F ~3 in
¢ =mounismg W2 cnn use the god ~pA segrognte tho pad., 1om® g oo G

nist. 1 %@ just A cl~me"

advisad Spqcial.&gnnt in Charge R 3. HOOD "B Loril 24, 1943 that ho had
2 plensure ~f baing o0 intimate ~sgrcinte of meo of the world's frus
charnct rs, who Wns woth & millimnnirs ~nd ;'Cﬂmnunist ~nd he st-tod that
he refrrrad tﬁ}Ci;RLI” cEFLIN. CRO7N gt tad Thrt ¢ PLIN ¥ uld novsr de
¢ atactnd by ~ny 1-¢ 1 r*pras:nt:tive -f ths ¢ -naunist Jorty but that ho
hs c-nt:ctod-hi[h fricinls in ohn russian i.V'rnntnt. Th r-1isbility
\f this source mes boen qutstifnsd s a~rhet in tha past bub it is knvm
thet ho wss ¥oTY clse T2 CH PLIN §~p.mnny Y OIS . :

VeV, oY, PLIN's e tian ¢-nfid-nt RCB7THT CRDEH, alies RUDOLPH “LPGTR,

W re VOT, on Jonuary 7, 1944 Jo.N TTRRY apponrnd ot the Ls sngiles Fisdd

e
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Ths Soptomb-r 25, 1641 issue -f tha»?ooples vierld nancd CH,PLIN ~s e ~f
the riginnl §p ‘NS TS £ wussian ¥er qelaif nd acc rding ©° this urticle
¢y PLIN servad sm the noti~nal c~aaittee f this wrginizatidn. On May

.18, 1942 thero ~pprarsd o0 erticle in ths Pndples_ﬂ'rld sgatis 2t CELPLIN

w-uld hoad on a1l star rally t- bs hnld in Son Fr-ncisen .. purp-sc f
raising a1 ncy £°7 qussinn AT Reliof.(\))‘ - '

e PLIN his 2lse bron jdentificd 28 haolng cetive in the recesatly reonize
S aerican fussicn Instituts which reonization was recantly o host % the
wssian writsr . sTGYOV.  The subj-ct 10t SIONCV on ilny 15, 1546 nd
~n liny 28, 1946 WHS'phﬂtﬂgrmphci in c @poany vith JCHI! G.FITLD, w1ins JULTS

‘g RPTIELE ~nd LOUIﬁvHILESTCEQ, tussian born filn airset or, looving @ qussian

snip vhich @38 1 “r.red in LR Broch harb r. . cu . PLIN was § u-tzd in the

'1-¢2l 2RPLYS upzn-icﬁving this bangu-t =8 rofrrring t the Unitzd Stotes

custa ~fficars o8 whe soaricon Gostipo." This purty w514 obunrd the
ussiin vessal WS arrongod by LLPETTDER P GROCHRY, r:prcsent:tivc f the
g-vict p,rehasing Cemmissin in th~ Unit~3 Stztns =nd thoa-party w8 given
wida spread publicity in the 1~ccl press. rcenriing to g8 -ciated Pross

g spatches appraring in the oy 31, 1946 issus °f tha Los (ngeles "Horald
wxpross” S1'"ONOV statad in Now Y- rk City that CH PLIN ~nl the 2tim picture
sctrzss BETTE o VIS "spock in deep cntenpt ~f n slanler-us cxapaign spninst
th- S~viot Uni-n." CH'PLIN was also prwminhntly jdentifisd with the o vennt
t-. -pen = sec nd fr mt and om iy 23, 1942 was the principal spraksr at 2
a-oting sp s rad by Zussian Tor Rzlief which wns h-12 =t ths Shrine
‘uiit-rium in LS j.n;;--lf.:\ - jrurce g roorted that CH.PLIN's entire 2idross
sms -m the ~poning -f a 83 md fr nt which, ~t that tims, wos g~ mnin “be
jectivn of the ¢ mmunist party jn the Unit-d gt~tcs. This suree reporied
that CH-PLIN, spraking -f the Russi-~ns stoted, "Th: ore thesc fussian

¢ -wounists. They ore humnn beings, they hnve idenls ~nd they 1°ve beautys
Ths Jussitns osre ° G-4ly pafple.“(&f) ' :

cgoin om July 24, 1942 CH“PLIN.spﬂke inAbnhtlf -f imﬁﬁﬂi;taly.‘ﬁﬁning -f o
g-c nd froat ot his Zindison Syusre Garien rally ~p3 ¢ Jugust &, 1942 sp-ke
by 1 ng 1ist-nce tolephon? ¢ o masting £ the Groater Now Y-ri Iniustrial

Uni n 0% esxad for jan-3irte ~pening ~f the sccnd front. CH.TLIN wias o ///,ﬂfif

]

ols herorery chairasn of th? srtists Front ¢+ Tin the Tinr +hich hnd for ~7
7

jts acin purp s° th~ paning £ = szeond fr at. (Lf\ . . -

On Oct-bar 22, 1943 CH PLIN sp-ke ot cornsgic Hall in oW v .rz n dbshalf of
pening the soend front nl wWos quited in the Pe:plcs.ﬁ*rli ~s stating:

‘4.'
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Form No. 1

THIS CASK omc;u;m'rzn ar 1CS ANG/EIES FuE NO- 100"33078 mtp

REPORT MADE BY

DATE WHEN MADE \ PERIOD FOR

REPORT MADRE AY WHICH MADE
| pEILc-TREA, 7 l=19-17 3~31-L7

- i

‘L. V. BOARDMAN, BAC

CHARACTER OF CASK

SECURITY MATTER = C

,
-

& "y
, CHARIES S CER CBAPLIN, eka Charlie Chaplin,
, honstein
—

R D

svrjorjs_lléi?r;‘ FacTs:  CEHAPLIN gtated he was DOTR ‘on Li~16=89 in London,

St T . Englend and first emtered the Tnited states in . {%
;;’A “,  September 1910, There ig no indicaticn in the %%,
| 2)&/ i Central Office files, Immigration Service, as to %v ¢
Lo — i the true nsme of CEAPLIN or to the date and place
'31 ";"-' of his first entry into the United Statese

- RUC =

Buresu File 100-127090 ,é e i
geport of Specisl Agent U i :tod 3-13-L7 at \
1o0s Angelese '
DETAILS? © This investiéa’cion was conducted by Special Employee o
= _ ~)C
Lad ‘3 : '
= The files of the Central Office, Immigration and Naturaligzetion '
<~ o Service, Philadelphis, Were gearched for & record of the above
‘;'; | mentioned individual and Consolidated File 5653092 wes made
=i availablee
> ,
%2 25 CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN was vorp April 16, 1689 at Lopdom, ./,
";_.. 5 England, the gon of GM, eLPLIN end EANNAH LILY -HODGES or- ¥k
T = © \HA{NQMLEY ODGES. &= obtaimes fromhis file, CEAPLIN's
=Dr pearest relati “sg his brother, SYDNEY {CHAPLIN, rc_s;lding in
% w '—-& Hice, Frenceée &Z’J_{’QFQ N / . ol
. == \
= E ol CEAPLIN was registered &g &7 glien on December 17, 1540 at Vew
AR York City receiving AR $56530920 In tris form, he stabed he
— U0 <€  first errived in the United States im geptember 1910. 1t will
ZTTO . : ohe .
A . .
Af::xf: ;z":: Z ]{g A "“"‘:-”‘g"“’g“ O NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
N MV\ - -
/5 .
— D/ R
| GeeBureau
“J==lot Angeles
Dwphiledelphie




¢

pe noted xnet this 38 the only gpformation conbedre”
files relabive to his girst embry into txhe Unite.. suetess
CEAPLIN filed &n application for & Re-Entry Permit oB pecember
20, 1930, ctating be wished to teke & world cruise by WY of England for
pusiness 204 pleasuree Re~EntTy permit NOo 676727 wes jssued to him on Jenuary
6, 1931 and he re-entered the United gtetes 8F geattles Weshington °8 June 1l
1932, eboard the ss HIKAWA Vi RU, after heving hsd &n extension OO his Re-EntTY
permit, valid until July & 1932, On Jenuary 29s 1936, he agein made gpplice~
tion for & Re=EOtIY permit for & two months visit to China end ghe South Seess
for busipess and plessures ‘Re~Entry permit NOe 10705L9 was ygsued to hinm oB
pebruary 8, 1936 snd jy was certified thet he re—~entered the United gtates 8%

gen Frenciscos caufomia’onmme 3, 1936 gboard the S8 PRESIDENT COOLIDGE.

on the reverse gide of CHAPLIN's Alien Registration Form, he
indiceted that he 18 associsted wth motiorn picture production; 14 fe member
Loyal Ordsr of the Moose;Tuns Cclub, Cceteline Islend} Ce.lifornia; screen Actors
Guilds; 1ife member of the Ca.lii‘ornie. Yacht Clubj 108 Angeles Athletic Clubs

the Lembs club, Ne¥ Yorke Lhere is no infor-
mation iB this file ipdiceting CEAPLIN's {rue DaMes gnd &8 set out previously, -

‘the dste and p"f.cé of his EoLY ontry imko the United Ststes cannot be definitely

s REFERRED UPON CQEPLETION TO0 TEE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = |

- 2=
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. - . » - : ~ Mr. Clege

. % Mr. Glavin_____
: L Mr. Ladd
. . © . Mrp. Nichols_____

. Mr. Rosen___ e
e Mr. Traey
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Mr. Carson______
' v Mr. Egan

-Mr. Gurnea______

¥r. Harbo

Mr. Hendon

.. Mr. Jones________
| - N ' Mr. Leonard _____
" Mr. Pennington__

; My Secretary, Africo, Spedks_:

EAR BOSS—The Marines who died at Iwo Jimsa, the World
War II paraplegics, amputees and the blinded, must writhe at
. Charlie Chaplin’s smug explanation that “I'm a very good paying
- ' guest in the United States” ... to Chaplin, the US.A. is a boarding
. house, a motel or & roadside inn where, in return ey
for taxes, you get liberty, freedom ot speech, jury
trial, freedom of religion and everything else as
some sort of room service . . . Chaplin’s answers
to your three questions demonstrate he belleves
the purpose of language is to conceal ideas rather
than convey ideas . .. 80 let’s put it to him sim-
ply: Does Chaplin prefer our political philosophy, §
in which the State exists for the people, or does :
' he prefer the Communist philosophy in which &
i the people exist for the State? ...In other words,
Charlie, is you is or is you ain’t our baby? Are
you with Uncle Sam or against him?

MON'T tell us, Charlie, that you are reluctant te

g uss politics! During the war, instead of
wtaining the troops or our wounded, Chsaplin

arcd nothing but political speeches for Rus-
emanding & second front. 8o don’t be
Mhee-ticd now, Charlie. Speak right up, because the counjis
Rindously interested In your snswers! ... And Charles,
your errot of saying that “I'm for the little people.”
d- nocracy, there are no “}itt]e people.” All of us are J -
e-@ice.born. You confused the image of Independence Halj
Py &y emlin . .. With the entire world discussing ideology, Cll
8omt% tell us you are not concerned with the world’'s gravesgass
~={And 1f you are not s “nationslist,” Chaglie, what are 3R

e being who surveys sall worlds and owes obligation g
of dkem? Bpeak up, Fharlie, and—this {ime—n0 double-tald 2 >

i

“ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. - B
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ) B1}4\/‘33 70 ?Z‘; N

DATE)2-1-n% BY125A Syp(xes

ENCLOSURE . \

\
3
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WASHINGTON TIMES HERALD
MORNING EDITION. - <, 7 ¢
{ DATEQmaatce2 79£7 .

e B et T

Mr. Tolsom___ - - —— -



Charlie
| new screen id

Chaplin, with all
entity, the satanic

{ munist Gerh isler.
«] am » friend of Hans
and Pm proud of it, e

th

white-haired comedian warmly
1 don’t know his brother, but
Hans Elsler I8 a tine nrtist, &
great musiclan and a Sympd
thetic friend.” .

o Hans Eisler, 2 top-bracket com-
ser in the movie colony, has-for
ars been regarded as & om-

committee
{ties opens its inquiry
munist influence in
next month.
Previously, Chaplin denied em-
phatically that he is a Commuist,
but sald he might
Communist «gympathizer”
1 his “grateful memory” of what
Soviet Russia did during the war.

wistful tramp
. e capitalist
onically: . .
«Jf you step off the curb with -
pr left foot yon're branded
a leftist these days. 1 have
no political views. Tm a movie
comedian, not & politician.”
The dapper little man declared
_he is against all dictatorships.
Asked if this included Joe Stalind
he answered: “That depends on}

what you mean by dictatorship.”
He has never been interested in
_ becoming an American citizen, he
{ said, because “] have never been ®
a nationalist. You might
& citizen of the world.” |

- \

Charlie Chaplin in regard to Hans Bisler

ENCLOSU‘BI

o

‘,:'Eis,'lé_;'an;th.r"E My\
| Friend,” Chapl

terday ponchalantly told more
! photographers at & press conference that heis a
Hans Eisler, the 'ollywood composer and brother of C

Py

VRN

(] . ‘
in Says
the suave aplomb of his'
“Monsieur Verdoux,”’ yes-

than 100 reporters and
friend of

“CITIZEN OF THE WORLD

Charlie Choplin. meets the press

Hotel Got
ot the Hotel ColleRtrn

em———

|
. Rosu® ...coov- ‘
1
{
H
$

Mr. Penuipgtith .-ve

ins fusoon .-
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., w.
r.
r.
e Mr.
N ) A o \ Mr.
Mr.
. . ’ ’ N Mr.
- o ——— : Mr.
_’._._._._._.___._._._._._._.___._._._._.,. TGS b Mr.
) L ]
" e - Lo . b ur-
% LITTLE OLD BN
': . . ) < : > ,: Mr.
K B Mr.
X . R ) Mr.
~ . - )
" R A s . Mr.
L) 4
'R »y ED. SULLIVAN § \ Mr.
- ':.-.-_-..-.-_-_-.-.-::.—.-.-:::.‘.‘:.-.’.‘.'.'.'.'.‘.".."-"'-'77---°-:' . Mr.
i QY HIS {ifty-eighth birthday, Charlie Chaplin, driven to the wall . © Mr.
. by this column and trying to salvage his $2,000,000 flop picture, ! :
4 tells 100 newspapermen he is not & Communist . . . Tell that to the
| marines who died at Tarawa! ... In October, 1942, in & speech
v _ at Carnegie Hall, Chaplin also said he was not & ,
: Communist, and then in the same speech he ;
went on to say this, as reported by the Dally
worker: “I want to clarify something. For some
time communism has been held up as & big buga-
boo, and we were terrified of it. Feople 8ay,
~wWhat if communism spreads out all over the )
world?” My answer 1o that question is: Bo
what?” . .. In other words, Chaplin isn’t & Com- .
mie; he only talks like one and acts like one,
and wants it to spread all over the world, with
the United States as the prize target for Red
{ascism. :
= ' 1/
‘NHILE CHAPLIN is trying to get Americans V
to pick up the $2,000,000 tab for new LT
picture, by denying his communism, Henry 1-
Bophte Tucker lace, the chap who used to play tennis with him
: on the Coast, is carrying on the good fight for
the Commies—by blasting the President and the United Btates
Congress . . . It is more than passing stirange that all members
of this Chaplin group &re pever pitching for the United States,»
ways pitching for the Kremlin; more than passing strange that
plin hu.Jbeen 8 prominent member of at least five Communist-
ont organizations, one of which tried desperately to get an FM |l
oadcasting station to spread their doctrines in the New Yorks |
rea ... In a fight, it is vital to know your,rrlends——and yolur 4}-
el T

“.'. ._ . '
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. New York, April 14 (mS)—
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. ° .
Sympathizer, Chaplin Says
Chaplin was questioned most
Charles Chaplin denied cn:xphatl- closely about his Ywar record” and
cally today that he Was s Com-|politieal beliefs. The white-haired,

munist, but he said he might beldapper actor sald zeveral times
:.auig 2 Conlmfl;llnisl ms:mp?:*:;t’t that he had “no interest in poli-
or vgrate e ” a : " -
oviet Russia dwmaunﬁ the ar, |Cs WhatsosVEr and hss REVED
" Tne famed comedian  nade the{voted: ' e -
tement in response to intense Against All Dictators :
.tfauestilnlingNatw-Y?fs t!tlew; ,:0;1;' He declared he was “agaiost all
ererce in New York attents dictators.” Asked if this included
;: ¥, ae.:.lqo'reporters and photo?- wDictator stalin” Chaplin replied:
5. ] “That depends on what you
ean by dictatorship.” .
He sald he had 8 “gaod” war
record and had done vy great deal,
‘put it was never advertised.” Asked
for -elaboration, be said: :
'« spoke in San ¥rancisco and
elsewhére in asking for a second
front. 1 made peveral speeches
| along that line in the interests of
Allied unity, which the Adminis-

—

British-born Chaplin said be had
pever become & citzen Dbecause
#1 have pever been a natiopalist
of any country.” He added, “Any-
way, four fifths of my family are.
citizens,” apparently referring to
his children. 8
He sald his sywar record” in-
cluded his “two sons, who were on
the same beachheads with other
Gls and in Patton’s Army.” ot
~ Chaplin W asked if he were &
friend of H isler, Hollywood
. composer and-brothrer of Gerhardt
: Eisler, charged with being & fead-
{ng Soviet agent in the United

L

[ 14

$e kmews Hanns Bisler
munist,” Chaplin replied
- g t inquire into
‘political beliefs.”
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Chaplin Meets the Press |
© - TE RED-BAITERS CAME OFF SECOND-BEST | |

David Platt - . ‘
T «proceed with the witch-aunt,” Charlie Chapli his press conference’
Yy yesterday gfternou.."in the baliroom
Mow — Utan newspapermen since the ogerng

mwmwhohnvepome - - -
1 mendo(mmma'?"‘wtre- quoted.” N
«pPurthermore,”

. - e 4—"."/

id, opening (Continued from Poge 3P
at-Fotel Gotham. It was Cha ' od
of Great Dictator seven years ago.

plin’s first bout with show thst procu-
; tragic figures like Verdoux. '/ -
A woian reporter took the floor

iie smear the great comedisn wers
Samong the crowd of BeM ;.nswdi a1 roud| tinged, “four of o o] MAKIDG
hundredrcporteﬂand 1o rs. er: “Yes, &0 am Very prou ued, “four O my sops W ede
bt citizens, were Wwith Patton’s. Tiird That’s & _m_ttg,i_‘ll’mi%;
Charlie replied. Laler, some ont

{ that fact.” X
Army, and although I am mt, 1

the ﬂnoryeho pointed out 4hat Chaplin had

making films ‘with & messag

ABOUT KISLER
did my share to further

“Are you AWAre that his brother of our cause.
Ger Eisler 18 & 'l” 1n smswer to another question 08lgos the common people ever sincf

on Chaplins
§ record, DS == unism, agent- " : his war- record, Chaplin
ete. : - Answer: “1 Xnow pothing about ' ' LD!L.Ubapmi agreed that derl
Chaplin handled them all In 8jhis brother. 1 know hothing about be made many speeches Caling $0T, o iy york was ;m !
masterly fashion. The noted actor ohetber he ls & Communist sgent. a Becond Froot. s g’&  great 5YIOY
O v that Hans Eisler 8 a fine| % spoke whnt was In my beart Datty for the undffdog. _ -
musiclan

7 questions were asked during the

first part of the —questions
his war

%
&
x]

amd what I felt was

who looked much elder and graye ‘1 d
thmhedoesmnmslmverdonx\mmmd;peat and 1 and my mind :
LA gave detractors all the rope they am proud to be his friend.” : right. 1 appealed pbeth o Great \
wanted but it was they pot Chaplin! «would #t make any. Sitterence if Britain and the Talted Blates. .
% who. got the worst end. " |Hans Eisler was & ootﬁmunkt?" Y sald we shoudd have & second ' .
"~ The political . questions T80 like| Answer: “No” grent. 1 was met alone. .
. this: v wpiould it make any diference "';"':" '&L"“"“”, h e
ou & Com- tfhewussovietuen." ® . »
out, were of the same _.phhn-

 Answer: “I he were & spy and 8¢ " .
jniwrwmlsw\mtry.ttpmb-bly After the Hearst crow

" they wanted, Chaplin
uestiors  relating 0

d got what
ed

\

“Are You a Gommunl.'st SYmpA-
thizer?”
© Answer: “That has o be qusadi-
‘. fied. 1 do pot knew what you
mmunist sympethizer.

. {film. .
beefy representative; . % tatend the ) goel
‘ new
to his feet read » prepared . y tor Verdoux in‘you.rr
statement slandering Chaplin’s pa- Mm?" someone asked
Chaplin . «1 infended 'to
all bumanity ub- ) ”,-

mean by Co
Puring the Wwar I sympathized trtousnmdwumwd.ne cwouaclm_e“e pity for
with Raossia because Russians tromanarticleintbeod. 25, 1942, det arastic €irc ’~
weke fighiing and dying to bring |tssue of the Dally WorkeT. in wb‘md stress and €8 : y2
ryutheuus.mmtx ~ “Mr. Chlpun."halnemd.-“mt wdldonlu bring Out the worst / " ﬂ
hale & memory and I feel 1 owe Arﬁdemdyouwerommuma-wn o Bt P
b ks, In that semse ¥ am [tionalist, B citizen of the world. humanity and I was exemp [/ Al B
: Were you correctly quoted? that in my gicture. I wanted ) S
are you & persomal] ADSWEL: wyes, 1 Was cosrectly MBLP‘J,‘L_, . _— ../
A c/ O-/7
&5~ /;7 ’Qi_s 1s & clipping from -
l ~ & Page of the
DATLY WORKER
pate KA S=¥7 -
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- Chaplin’s ‘Monsieur Yerdoux

- ~ el

itter Satire’on Modern,Societ}{

By Pavid Platt | fresh air after the deluge of &ek-
MONSE’UB vmnoux at the ness from never-never 1and
Broadway Theatre 1s one of Char- Chaplin wrote, directed, produced
Jie Chaplin's bitterest satires ‘on and composed the musical 8°0re,
modern soclety. ' and m in the fim Fre.f tin
> In this story of & middle-aged and| seven years
res pectab]e ) with the exception of the first
French bank it ompe, | S8 | scene which 1s poorly written and
derk turned ; directed, there is little to remind
«pluebes rd,” | one of the structure of Chaplin’s
! earlier comedies, This is & new and
' more mature style for Lae great
| comedian. There i3 little or no s8p-
¥ | stick in the film Much of the‘
' humer 1s bitter, as for example the'
‘{nsecurity acene wher Verdoux .upbraids his
and encourages YJOUDEg 501 for pulling the cat’s tall.
Klling on 8 mass scale. . «You must bhave 8 croel streak In
Cmpun creates B}'mwt.by {or ’Oll,” he S‘ghs. ~1 really don’t knpw
Verdoux by portraylng him 86 & where you get it.7-
victim of the last depression Who There's & minimum of the things
was forced into erime because there Charlie is famous for in Monsleur
Was no other way for him to make Yerdoar Suffice it io point out the |
a living. worderful way be ocounts moxney
This moral man Wwho loved nis| and fingers the telephone book;
wife and child deeply and became the way he jumps mervously when
occupied with the Yquidation of the telephone rings; his gentle t-
wealthy and foolish women as altitude - toward flowers; his i-
"gtrictly business enterprice, is pre- table clowning in the scenes th
‘gented not as & tragic example of a|Martha Raye, 3 perfect foil gor
‘1ife of crime, but as evidence

qmme does not pay unless it is well
however, -Chaplin is playing the

. ————

CHARLES C

organized on & colossal acale.
AMATEUR KILLER part of Verdoux in strictly legiti-
. - wnate style. . . i

Chaplin observes that Verdoux N .
_was an smsteur by comparison with |4 THOUGHIFUL WORR '
the real mass-murderers, the war-{ In many respects Monsieur Ver-

msaXers. “A maunitions manufacturer} goux is his most thoughttul work.

—tbat's the business I sh f1a have :
been in,” Veroux remarks to & Bel- | X the film does mot reach the
glan refugee girl friend shortly af.|great loventive belghts of Modern

i Times or Great Dictator, it con-

him. “One murder makes s villian|veys with meore clarity than either
—milions—& ‘hero,” he tells thelof these films, Chaplin’s convice
during his trial. tions about the warld we live in. '
is bitingly honest &nd tmely| The film is Lberally sprinkled

1al criticism—a deep draught of | with thoughts like "this is a roth-
— world and eme must be roth-

- —
to cope with i”; all hnsi!_:us

i ke of & Hfe of crime i these  qpig is & ¢1ipping from
DATLY WORKER

pate  SAKFT7

Clipped at the Seat of




--”Chaplin Leéihres\
‘Society He Has
Roundly Flouted

By "Richard L. Coe

ASSUMING {alas, errongbusly) that columnists
arc ~a_tigkling ter /ith celebrities, a 1sdy

recently us to “bfAing someone glamorous”
.Qo a part;.-z

Because $ve were t

see him shortly and are,
anyway, ever one 1o keep
up a front, we said, mat-
ter of factly, “ How about
Charlie Chaplin?”

.mass scale, is acceptable.”,

«Qh, deaw,” she re-
plied, shocked. “No, no,
no! The Trumans are

. coming!” .

Not long after, we told
some one else about Char-
jie's latest picture, “Mon-
sieur Verdoux.” Eyes
narrowed, pupils flashed:
#] have had no interest in
Charlie Chaplin,” a cold

AR voice said, “singe hﬁhtploslf
- to going around with

CHAPLIN _ year-old girls.f' )
&ixig his amorous tangles to his aloofness
. wartime activity, you find a general resent-
-4t against the great clown on person}l groundg.
¥prief, Charlie has shocked a Nation's sensi-
bilities. : ) .

Now he has come up with a movie 'which, com-
- pardd with the average output, is daringly d_xﬂer-
ent.’ Not ofly has he thrown over the wistful
little' tramp, he's dared 1o comment on the foi-
bles of society as we know it. ]
tually unheard of in the land gilt and money

“Monsieur Verdoux” has been generally greeted
with hoots of derision.

The eritics bave found fault with technical

{mperfections; some columnists have called him

a dangerous Communlst and the moralists sol-

emnly are pulling out the I-told-you-so stops.

There’s no Use saying that Chaplin hasn’t
brought all this on himself. He has. Nor can
you feel sorry for the guy. He has pointedly set
out to be an individual. He turned 58 the other
day, and at that age a man certainly knows him-
self and whether or not he chooset to conform to

;ociety.: ]

Wise end Witty Picture

ALL this aside, “Monsieur Verdoux” is a wise
and witty picture, frequently very funny in

It {8 far more stimulsting than

tts horseplay.

eny of the current flms and has emphatically, I
peen made ky a man who knew ‘exactly what be,
wanted to do. Which, also, is far more than you'

.ean say for most movies, which betray chaos cou-
Jounding eonfusion. :

Bince sll the W sereens are beoked

ashington
- gar ahead, we trekked up to New York ts see .
“Monsieur Verdoux” for oursel!. While we
: gron't “review” it here untll It finds Jocal same-
) i

Mere's mo reason why we can’t fell
Ysomething about it . .

- ..

Since this is vir- /“’

o

e o oun m T
No?Lo-nger a ‘Wist§ "._Waﬂ’ ‘Sadgpilier=tguratively—ani

'gd.hhv;i'i’andyomma} Zasing his job,
e fakes io courting wealthy. women, marryinf
and then Killing them. He covers up his tracks

for-some years in a series of hair-breadth escapes.

Finally, though, one of his few anerciful deeds
trips bim up and, as he puts it, he “awakes from
:io nIgEtmare, realizing the horrible things I have

ne. -

But Chaplin doesn’t stop his picture on that -
note. Sitting in his prison cell, he tells report- '
ers and a priest that his crime is no greater than
the crime of war. His “business of wmurder,” he
explains, “was practiced on a small scale and is
unacceptable to society. Yet war, murder on 8

Our ‘Mores Indicted N

OW, whether you agree with this philosophy

or not, there are a great many people who
speak in private conversation exactly as Chaplin
has put it on the screen. Our peaceful, practi-
cal wife finds Chaplin decidedly fuzzy in his
thinking, but surely on a moral basis his thought
{s in the right -direction. : '

The character turns to his gory income only
after he has lost his job in the depression of
29. Until then he had been a quiet, respectable
citizen, doing his bank clerk’s job acceptably for
three decades. Then, because the system under
which he worked collapsed, he was out of a job
with a famlily to support. ‘This, too, Chaplin
turns into a stinging indictment of our mores.

In a press interview just before his birthday,
he seemed undismaycd by the picture’s recep-
tion. *“You can’t believe everything you read”
he grinned. - - . '

“I pever approach my work from the point of
viewwaf, the audience,” he went on.. “If T'm hon- -
est and sincere in my work, 1 feel the sudience
will appreciate it. ‘Monsfeur Verdoux’ is an adult
Eicture and the satire is bitter, but these are bitter

ys. ‘ .
“As one gets older,” he rontinued, “the time
e{s shorter. As for my future work, it will

8ys be comedy.” o '

Ce A T

e

No Communist, He Says_

UESTIONED about his political views and tbe

rumors that he was a Communist, he declared
that he was not and that he had never delonged
to a political party or even voted. “If you step
off the curb with your left foot, you're branded
as a leftist these days,” be went on. *I have no
political views. I'm not 2 nstionalist of any coun-
try. 1 don't believe in making any division of
peoples. I believe we are citizens of the world, ail
the world over. .

Some one asked whether he thought the
usual_theme of the picture could bre
the atmosphere of gravity s
as serious as murder,

Cha td, “Yes, ] do. Eemember, the

film been passed by the Johnston office and
by other groups whose business it is o pass on

the suitability of subject matter. Fer myself,
never been concerned with morality .in

ever allowed it to influence my choice o
terial.” b e ’ j .
R = R T T
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Mr. Carson

Mr. Egan

Mr. Gurnesa

Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendon

Mr. Jones

Mr. Leonard____
Mr. Penpington_
Mr. Quipn Tamm_
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Far Cry From That Tramp -

Mr. Cregi
Mr. Glavin_____
“Mr. Ledd_____
Mr. Nichols

Mr. Rosen_______
Mr. Tracyo— —
Mr. Carson_____
Mr. Bgan______—
"Mr. Gurnea_____
Mr. Harbo_____
Mr. _Hendon_______
Mr. Jones_______—
Mr. Leonard _____
Mr. PenningtoD_
Mr. Quinp Tamm_
Mr. Nease
Miss Gendy_____—

S, it's a far cry from the tremulous tramp ¢
those silent two-reelers. And that's another
ng that’s gotten the smart boys down. Here

they’'ve spent the 1ast decade writing juicy pan-
- egyrics about the little waif. They've made him
arty, quaint, immortal and just about every bigh-
fiown phrase in the thesaurus. They were halt

pleased, half frightened, wben Chaplin made on

of the first pictures to come from Hollywood at-
_tacking fascism.

They -were, in short, the first to suggest his

ilapchck had a touch of the philosophic poet. AD
mow that be’s changed his wardrobe for somethin
ncy and gone in for putting his musings in
rds, they're shocked.
That, to us, ~ g8 been one of the most divertin
ts in - 4 current commotion. ‘

Lo

d
1 4

cr W

phego-’

‘nis is a clipping from the
K
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itm Director Talks of Chaplin,\ (i & i

American Committee, He callfd it

“ ing betrayal by writérs of
Hocliobtt and “Salt of Eorth! i Sies £
me Ig I @n g t @ @r‘ Guild “years «faf stn‘lggle. tlg get

By DAVID PLATT have been done with “Limelight. sg:oeﬁg "theytsgiv?itwnalié;ck to ot;z

It is-a patiopal disgrace that The failure to rise to the defense] ) ‘
Charles Chaplin is not o back|of the film recalled to him en fo- p’%’:‘u a screen credit? It-is
U 3., said Sidney Meyer, cident that took place in Massa-lihe writer's livelihood. His prop-
documentary film director, at the chusetts in the 1890s.- erty. The Guild's decision mpow
ASP conference on theatre, film and Two rival companies °Pened§gives the producers the right to
publishing last Saturday afterncon | With Macbeth. The NEWsSDIDeTS|ceize property. It is an invitation
o+ - “qway Hall and the public took sides as tOjto steal”™ -
- 14 bave prevented this which production was better. Feel{ Cole, an ex-i)residenf of the
e ebtry 1f we had |28 780 bigh A real battle de-|\yriters’ Guild, added that the
E.mie bout it "t;;ye said veloped—to the point where blood | oreen writers are now back to the
“Here wa! a great, conscious ar- flowed and the militia had to be|dayg before the Guild was founded
ist, probabl Re greatest single called out. - - when writers teceived no screen
figure i s who looked Sbout | Cole said e didn't recommend | credit unless the producers chose
e R elled out of his enor- this type of action, but related the i give it to them. To the days
mous artistry what be considered incident to show that devotion t0 ohen producers p'ut their own
the most important message of our good theatre was once an impor-{names on the film or the pames
times. That was the necgésj of|tant thing in people’s Lives. of relatives but rarely gave credit
courage. This was reco izeg ol ,, For a number of 1€asons 8u-l¢n the writer.” He said he believed
: gnized all| 3.0 ces today bave Jost this devo- -
over the world but onlv partially in ;o = e s.ak{. the screen writers would reverse
America. . s e - o * |the decision because the alterna-
! Y “e“e in the gﬁ’;dcity of N?‘; There was not one mass meet- hgve. mﬁo::tal disaster” for the or-
' 'l?i;nélli”ggesls:l.;::ad £ ever 2 hody! 18 fo1 Chaplin, “Limelight” losti™ o\ 0y ghls f the conf
mshinggto. the suPpO(r)t o? {hrz ﬁhi:money béca:(se of the politica] pres- ence; ¢ highlights o : comer
4 sure, sa eyer. : ]
ac was done in Europe there was| “Let’ t i . .t i
a wide division of opinion about it Let sv}:xot t?: m-USJ_’) ']!lmppfng ® A resolution urging more at-
: S again. When Mine-Mill Union!tention in ASP to the problems of
_in progressive ‘{"C]“- ]t_bemme a,film ‘Salt of the Earth’ comes out, Negro cultural workers. {
controversial picture. Film Sense, ijet’s put up the kind of fight for it| o . !
organ of thg AS? Fxlm Division, {we should bave put up for “Lime-1 . An z 1 to writers.and ar-
;?lr;n three different reviews of thellight” gsqts to pac Mthe c;our}tlroox&:t F(;Ley
ilm. They invited people to 2} “We sho 1d start preparing for!|Yquare oo ay 4 when the Velde-
forum to d:;scms this ‘controver- this fight ngw bemuslc): anaeadgv the Un-Amen;?n Committes comes to
sial picture.” 1 blinked my eyes.|reactionaries are pressuring thea-|town. Fifteen people, -ifittuding
How can a picture that talks to peo-|tes throughout the nation pot to Cedric Belfrage, editor of Natioflal
le fpbout courage and & better life |book the film.” Guardian, have been subpoenapd.|
ontroversial?” = 4 Meyer said he was shocked by| ¢ A resolution urging ASP to jet
ter Cole, of the Hollywood the Screen Writers Guild decision{up a permanent theatre producing
Nine, also felt that more should’permitting producers the right tolgroup - ‘
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/ T TR O Y e e ':;ﬁ{ial ¥r. Tolwm
, THE WRITER'SFC. ~ : - L e . al 1 My, Ladd———
< e e - IR ppened to Sichol
=07 g ‘ . . S SR ‘. C - k Chew s IMESLL ut, 'I“don.t bMir' ;;;n::,:;—_
- I e MOW. 1 fmse oo ry littie . e
'9.Way Bl _: « Chaplin Lase: o/ i Mr. Belm:

Mr. Glavin

- But 1 know -from remarks

Both U. S. and Charlie Wrong

he made when we last dined Mr. Harbo.
> iti ; e together in New York, a few} Mr. Rosenoe——
(Mr. Easlman, po€l, critic and roving editor of the Read- da 2
, ve D ' ; o g ys before the premiere of§ Mr. Tracy
,:. er's Digest, has written many books, including Enjoyment “Monsieur Verdoux,” that hel Mr. Gezorty

of Living,” “Enjoyment of Loughter” and “Herocs I Have  has swallowed about one-half

M- Moar

; Rnoun.”)

fsATED

“and 3 -
~Aha, now see if you can get.

By MAX EASTMAN ' /-

Ac a longtime friend of Charlie Chaplin, 1 fee! indignant in

two directions at the news o
home in the United States.

s per
~

eparture from his

My primary indignation is against the Department of Justice .
for pulling a dirty trick on a great artist. If there was anything
unlawful in Charlie’s conduct, he should have been investigated

_______________'__————-—_"—‘—‘

or indicted while he was resi-
dent here.

1t should have heen a digni-
fied judicia .

thing about humor knows that
Charlie Chaplin is essentially
an Ame;zﬂn humorist. Not

_ship.

of* the religion of Russia wor
‘When he told me that his
legal persecution in the notori-
ous patemity,suit was due to
the ~fact that America was
going fascist, and that he had
attacked Hitler in his wartime

M

.e

oTe

fih,.'-“The Great Dictator,” 1
just q. 7@ UP.

“1f that's your opinion,” 1
said, “let's not try to talk poli-
tics, because to my mind it's

| Y

proceeding withstandjhg his early years in o orazy.”

not a quicl B _London, ¥here he struggled up " ’ )

trick pullec out of poverty by learning to . - 1€ agree{j, and we spqu'a
hy tk N tap dance and do a vaudeville pleasant evening of rgmilis-
g act, it was in the rough, demo- cence and philosophical gpecu-
hoT1. oratic, extravagani, and senth lation. - :

To wah .. mentally {riendly atmosphere To sum it up, I'm &sap

til he went or
3 visit 10 Eu
rope andtha
cjam the doo. €&
s ay:

back in!" swrikes me as be-
neath the dignity of the U, 8.
Government—or of any gov-
ernment, or of any persoi or
jnstitution whatever, :
Kesides being undignified, it
was'impolitic in an extreme de-

s, Not o lovg a0 Charle - {iferece 10 polus), D I~y
and  mos uni\'er=a~]‘l\' loveé tions in general, not to a pref- : 'y
o in o Hi erence for those of Great y
artist in the world. His name. griain o
is still a housebold word in Such. an attitude is not a

practically all languages.

Considering the efforts we
are making. and the billions we

of an American,studio that he
developed the art and imag-
ined the character that made
him famous.

He once said to me years ago

—and 1 noted it down because v

] was studying ihe varieties

of humor at the time:

course 1.am essentially Ameri-

can. 1 feel American, and 1

don't feel British—that's the |

chief thing.”

“His not becoming an Ameri- :

can citizen was due to an in-;

crime in free countries, and it

is not at all uncommon among ,

creative artists.

pointed in Charlie because of
his political stupidity, and I'm
ashamed of the United "Stales
Government for its unseemly
pehavior toward him.

' Tele, Roomo
Mr, Hilieman.—-

vE,. R
Tar. .20 eee—

r. Wiaterrowd.

Q

ten GEDSY s %
H

are spending. to combat the So much for my indignation
anti-American feeling heing en- against the authorities of the . e
gendered throughaut theworld Truman Administration for : -
by the Communists and their  pulling this trick.
fellow-travelers, this sly ma- R
neuver against a great artist, A Political Mushhead
a favorite of the people every- My -second _indignation. ‘
where, was an act of extreme equally strong, is directed - PP i o, i
political folly. against my ‘once Very astute, % ‘/_/ Cie DT
and highly intelligent friend,

Essentially American

In_foreign countries it seems
to confirm every foul lying
rumor that the Communists
are spregdi hout the disap-

pearance of personal freedom

and the dignity of the individ-
ual in the United States.

Anybody who khows any:
OLIPPING FROM THN

N.Y. BROOKLYN EABLE ,

coe pueer.

MAY 1 81953

LORWAT DD BY K. Y. pIvVIsIO

_Charlie Chaplin,

63
s vl

for geuting
taken in by the gigantic lie-
campaign of the Communists.

He is not a ™ or. he is
not a party ®member. He has
neither the firmness of belief
por the force of character for

that. C
_He is_a dupe—or in plainer

8 1853'
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CHARLIE CHAPLIN
by NICHOLAT DEREZLDEV :

¥- .cea loughter. During our minutes of rest and recreation

slon; with lectures and sport we hove the right $o0 some time for

laughter. Keclthy. elenentary wmuscular Icu.\tar.

Sc , - we only laugh *seriously, * 'concratcly » ®crocodile”

Jashion. ©¥e aore Jorced to laugh satirically anc on ocommand as
tc;;; \\\cz the Forker ond Psascnt Inapection and GePelecss

'ié wos the reason for the grest enthusiaam shown by the

Suardlovites and youth when the two mirthful children's ptcturea with

Charlie Chaplin were ahown in the moving theatre house at the

Sverdlovsx Universtity.

"charlie Chaplin in the Theatre” and "Charlte Chaplin at

r

pork” ore the first tweo Chaplin films which hove leaked through to

us since the time of the ware The filns are old in technic os well
as time of filaing. However, they are bstter than gnything that has
been sant to us by the Bourgeciasie Yest [from amony its lillténs of

yards of movie Jilree .
Fithout doudbt Charlie chaplin {a the greateest of all =movie

gcctors. JIn performing the most difficult ond most risky role - the

creator of laughter - he happily avoids the shortcomings of the

ordinary movie comedion actor. Charlie Chaplin does not have the

bonal tnsipidness of Nax Linder. He laocks the degenerate idiotisx

of Toktalin (Durajhkin), Prince and others. He does not have the

A

- . e

. {
. > Ny < ' :"':':" v-:: )
fafh ot W
BESARTLL gt SR 2 /”0"/ _?0 /é | )




"gipt® and adultary sound in French farce. He avoids the heavy
German humor. He does not have the greasy self-satisfaction of

the Russisn comedian. Charlie Chaplin .s iearned the secret of
aonatructton - serious pbyatognony absurd body and accurate, f},()
magthenatical uoutc-trtck. That is the art. 2 machine of hie
eonnoisseurship. 4nd with tte aid Be . .ue08 -aotcrptccca besides

which the Weierholdvek *gogonosets”® and Forreger's experimnents are

Je< \\‘i:uisl. ‘

"~ VNnagt does Chaplin make one laugh at? At anything which
rates laughter. AV trivialities and commonalities, deformity and
éhyaical awkwordness and atupidtty. "In his comedies Chaplin surrounds
Aimself with human maske, grotcaquc Jigures, and he himeelf, perplexed
and awkward, rambles among them, makes unexpected parado:tcal gestures
an& eeses flooce the faces &f millions with uncontrollable laughter.

¢ I do not knou whctbor the FNestern bourgcbtate will consider
‘ Chaplin one of thtqupwn wvhen she Mayor of London meeta him at the R. R.
"utatton, But I do know that the imerican and Suropcan proletariat
" loves and esteems “their Charlie" more than a hundred Chaliapins put
together. His filme Jor all of their "party-lesaness” can and must
be considered ourd.

Charlie Chaplin 18 an old menber of the Socislist Party of
lv;?*~ica. According to the latest information (inatruction) he has
»d the Amertcan Communisise.e |

Fhen we butld a "laugh factory” (naturally this will be o

i@ factory') the Presidium of the Comnissars of the In*gfnattﬁﬁaz

1 hgve to consider the request made by the group of Communist



Lopie Workers:
%ror o swift transfer,

of CGuradc Lhapltn‘fron imerica to the RSFSR"ees
this he haa long deen kean about uaz

as a point of party discipline,

Bowaver, cuen uttaout

!
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"gho's Who" for 1946-1947 has the fo
4ng Chaplin: Ne was bom in London, England,
parents were in the theatrioal W 8.
london, Bagland. He parried Mi)
t.boaocondthntontaam..g aarriage he bhas two chi

parried his third wife,

" wife, Oona O'Neill,
. Gersldine Chaplin. HNe bas been identified with the theater since he was

s of age, at which time

Sherlock Holmes. Bo cams to ths United 8

Eis screen debut was made 1
connected with the Essanay Company and in

Pilm Corporation.
two-reel plotures for ons tho

19420 Es iz & Bome
Es is a member

dscorated with the Chevall
following ¢lubss 1apbs in Hew
nome iz at 1085 Swamit Drive, Beverly Ei
15 the Charles Ghaplin Studios, 1416 Herth Ia Bres Lvenus, Los Angeles,

WEMBERSHIP IH THE CCMMINIST PARTY AMD ro
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on April 11, 1622, 83 snidontified inforumad yeported thab &

. hald ea Apxil 2, 1622, in honor of Bptea S
califernia. fThe informant advised ¢hat Chaplin wasd
sentatives of the radisal fovesent in Southern Califernia. (U\
on August 4, 19

to Los Angelss, California, a Teception was given

attended by many of the sparlor Bolsheviki®.
Angeles Office, told ruux‘.?&nm,og tbe stars had any use

) A P TYS ,Qy ENTIAL‘ GUNRTIRY
_.MJ AFAUL N | SR ;
A2 ARz 7070 < /€

Spencer Chaplin, Jr., and Sydns
the movie actress, and was diwr from ber in 1942. Bs married his fourth
June 16, 1943. Of this marriage he has one daughter,

year d the legitimte

playhouses, Eis first appearance was 43 Billy, with William Gilstte in the play,
tates with a vaudevills act in 1910.

a 1914 with the Keystons Fils Company. In 1915 bs was ,

1916 he was oonnected with the Mutual '

ter, hs signed with-the New First Betional Exhibitors
yusand dollars. He thersafter

becans a producer and cona
Californiz, starring in and directing f his own ereation. Ne 1s mow
playing and producing his buted by the United Artists
Corporation of which he is a produced “The (reat
Dictator®. He also has 1 and sound variations of

, Which was prodused in

ris, France. b8 was

of the

York apd Tuna in Catalipa Island, California. [Els
1ls, Csliformia. Bis business sddress

Califorria,
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snelair s the “Bose fres” im Pasadena,
present as ond of the repre-
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61-1498-1) : : ‘

, it was reported that during Willism Z. Foster's visit |
him by Charlie Chaplin, which was |,
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pointed cut that the press dispatohes from Berlin,
stated that "The Pravda® printed an enthusiastio tribute to Chaplin as 2 Communis

Bty ot e Commit P (@t D)
In a report from Angeles Office on December 14, 1923, in the
, Chaplin was 1d-nu.fudnbd.nxamborot the
of wealthy radicals of the "Parlor
P

' was composed of approximately 200, Aoccording
this group at its ssetings applawded Russia, the Red Flag, ad

to this report,
v mde extremsly radical statements. - (61-3006-154 pge 3) (L)\
»6’7? . Former conridonml,InIomnt in a report dated
January 15, 1941, advised that in 8 gumber of the reviews made of Chaplin's
picture, “The Great Diotator", 1t was pointed out that his closing speech Was {
mthins more than subtle Go-unhtg propaganda, (61-7566-2197, P&-2) (U) i

-«6"7C/ " The Army furnished a copy of & report dated June 19, 1942, reflecting
the results of an investigation conducted by them jnto the activities of Priwate
In this report it is pointed cut that [P said on one
4s Harry Bridges. ou sake .

#Sure, It & registersd Communist. 3o
4s & real gW. louau-hcrotthc'jmty.

; cocasion,
; & that goy Charlie Chaplin. He
' a gouple of weeks ago he gave & 8

peech at a Communist mseting in S8 Prancisco.®
(100-l37829~3192) (sg‘ﬁ

90 the history of the Communis

s¢hrovn all esution to the wind anc eomd o

she Pardy 18 desanding.® He %hen follound this vaport with & 1iss

15 this groep of intellecteals and included

popbers wWho wWerd af
Gpaplia in ite (200-3-45) (V)
& fEmmeadriced that oA patoboy 13, 1942, & meeting

fontidontial Infornanss : 2

of the fajrfield Brapeh of the Commaniph FRIVY WS neld at 1630 Zank Shrech,

paliimore, Maryland. Tt was eancunced ab wnip mooting Shat the wosk of Ooteber 24,

wounld be Stalingrad ok to honor %he doferdeors of StalingX 4, Bussis. Ihe

announgeaend ipdicated thad i% wgould be glimaxed by & WAS3 rally at the

‘Regiment ATEOTY, and Chaplin wes %o be the prineipal gpeakers : : ‘
. (100-3-59-67, P& @) (U)
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1942, the New York Herald Tribune

X
| mszg’m BM. :

An article in "Th
gaid tho sirplest way to com,

- individuals attacked by Yeatl /
HEitler. On thiz list
then sttacks Pegler for his

that Chaplin may 8

excert in the hWgher circles of the
Rebert aliases, & close 8850

Hood on April 2L, 193,
Arden said that Chaplin would never be

; Arden, with

Charge R. Be
- Comrumiste
and tha‘t he was contacted only by
. ameny
" October 12, 1913, that an unknowmn
that Chaplin should have yocal ved
Joscph Forth, editer of
home. ETSe

(AN 19h3, whad |
nhandad bo adt

3

2

<y g;{ﬁmwi ogub tha

The getrais

: On October 19, 19L3,
edvised that Joseph Forth, editor
to attend ¢imer st Chapll

report Hrom

be was not concerned with the spread of Com
. 61-6211-210 pE 2 (0\ &

would be the nase of
altacks on Charlie

o fidential BOUrce,

“The Vew Hasses®, to be beld
1in gald ghe thought

spterest in the ®Sleepy Lagoon Caga®
G 353
for the dofenss of tho 85
e o be neld gt Cersiein’e {phon
would be_inberested.
100-202821-1145, ne 52 (V)
a highly eonfidentd i

n's home the following might.

Confidentisl) Inf
of October 1B, 15L2, qu
Cocraxmiss '

Sorker* of

the "Honor Roll of 1942 would be
Pegler for their gupport of
Charlie Chaplin

Muno
100-149101-A

st but there wounld
Corunisat Partye
ciate of Chaplin,
that
the higher officials in
: 100-127090-13 ng 9

otherwise uni
waman
a telegram

»igad that Cheplin

of “The Yew Yaspes®

100-203581-11L

sftor the war as

contacted by

oo s,y

bySonderOarlih,
to ligt those

and others,

) |
a patd informant of the Los Angeles Office, advised
be no record of his merbership
However, in this connection

acviped Special Agent in
a millicnaire and &

a local Coczunist

tao»anodm Covernzent.

dentified, adviscd on
haé contacted Yra.
that cay regard
gt Paul Jerieco's (phonstic)
that Cheplin would be happy to at

100-203581-11L5,
cthererige unidentified, advised
g ad Erae
e was $old that 1€ wenld ghimuliate

Chaplin and advised
ing & reception for

@
(v

on
Cheplin $o find oul

o

on Yurdosn wonthn

;
tie) on

b5

ckhorrpe urddenti £1ed,
called Chaplin and was invi-

ed
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: " Phe . s -ies Office, in a letter te the Bureau dated October 20, .
1943, said that Chaplin at one time told his sttormey in connection with an offer
pade to him by the Government for his boat, that he was disgusted with the offer.
He said, *We don't have conscription yet" and "we might as well have Comsmnisa,

o A eor’  ..ai search of the personal sffects of

SRRy on October 23, 1943, bY Agents of the Sea Francisco Office
revesled that Chaplin's nawg was among & 14st captioned, ®Hellywood Suggestions®,
_ . N >~ 100-61835-11, pg & (V)

' Comsunist Party angel, was in Kew York City
; /éxch from December 20, 1943, untd nary 2, 1944.  While there, s confidential search
' of her effects revealed that had Chaplin's address in her book;c ‘-D

_ ‘ 100-17139-42, 02 36 _
A confidential search of the residence of
Few York City, reflects that SR received an invitation

ssued by "The New Masses® to an swards dinner, honoring outstanding representatives
of the cultural world, to be held on January 22, 1945, at the Hotel Commodore, New

York City. Awards were to be ‘given to Chaplin and others. )
61-20540-11, pg 36 (Y

" The Los Angeles Times of March 23, 1945, said that Harry Bridges of the
. Jaternational Longshoremen and Warshousemen's Union of America was to be the guest
. of honor at a dinner on March 24, 1345, at the home of Dalton Trusbo, Comemunist

Party member in Beverly Fills, California. David Hanna {n his column in the
los Angeles Daily News, referring to this party, said that Chaplin had been

invited to attend. 359152545, pg 15 (.LD_ ’
A confidential search on April 3
. Chaplin's name was ameng the 1ist of ber
contacts. 65-44184-18, PE 6 (13) |

Z.

A confidential search of the offices of “Fhe Few Hagges® ot 45 Astor
place, How York City, ea Jaly 11, 1945, revealed thad Chaplin was on the 1ist of

 4he contacts of that publicatien. ¢3.9182-68, pg 27 (U\)

On July 20, 1945, Gersld L. K. Smith spoke at the Shrine Auditorium

in Los Angeles, California. During
Phelps. Phelps made a speech and dur

<

ing the speech he read a letter he had

-4 -

‘CONVIDENTIAL

P

his speech he introduced ome G. Allison -



written to Jo
Jetter he said Chap

. Onited States and that c
_ Further, he sta.. Chaplin had sponsored Stalin's Lion

. going badly for us. _
Feuchtwanger, a refuges then im Southesn Californis. 62-43618-783, pg <1 (U)
| —— sember

p ’8_7V From & ‘Lechnical gurveillancs on the ho-o of —
\ of the Communist Party and active in the Party af*~tvrs in Bollywood, it was learned
<. ‘that when Theodors Drieser, a moted hoveli-* -=d memoer of the Communist Party, died
-~ - in December, 1945, Chaplin was present -’ funeral and resd & poem written by
Driessr. 100-24499-371, pe 3 (V) : e
An Arsy report & “~4 Fevruary 9, 1945, pointed cut that in the Jenuary
§{ssue of “"Cross and the Fla publication by Gerald L. X. Saith, it was stated
>X/ that in their possession W&k 1d letter from Chaplin which flaunts his devotion
- to the Communist cause and & a salute to the Red Army, closing with the

words, *Russis, the futw'e is Purs.t 100-7660-268%, P& 9 (V)

. an article in the Washington Post, Washington, D. C., for March 27, 1947,
by Mary Spargo, reported your testimony before the House Un-American Affairs
te Senator Jack B. Temney of the California legislature,

7[_ Committes and that of Sta
Chairman of the Un-American Activities Committes of the California State
legislature. The article pointed out that Tenney bad nemed Chaplin as one of

thoze giving aid to the Communists. 61-7582-A (U)

on April 18 and 2, 197, when Louis F. Budens was interviewed, hs sald
thet Chaplin may or may nol be a member of the Communist Party. However, he is
stent controlled by the Party. Budenz added
that Chaplin will always g° along with the Party and has helped it financially.
He felt that Chaplin had financially aided tha Communist Wesi Coast paper, *The
People's World®. 100-63-240, pg 3 CO) .

Ghaplin s reportedly a close contact of Herberi Joseph Biberman, 3259

Deronda Drive, Hollywood, Californis, 8 motion picture director and active in
intellectual Communist cireles. 100-203581-3702, pg 469 Q_)

Daily Worker® for June &, 1947,
large group of notables who urged

wThe Worksr® for June 8, 1947, and ®The

carried articles saying that Chaplin was among &
that the trials of Eugend Dennis, Leon Josephson, and Gerhardt Eisler, be

_postponsd "in order that they may have proper time to prapars their case and in
erder o avold uwndss 9 4ims wbern red-baliling brateria

is so vielent.® 100~-15877~A {@@%

an article in the publication, ®Challenga - Ths Yoice of Youbth®, on
July 5, 1947, carried an article entitled, ®Proceed with ths Witch Hunt®, This
_ srticle points out the tfasultp of a press conference held by Chaplin on the occasion |

11
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o° the relcase of his new film, s)ons! ewr Faidout e
of Chaplin was, "Mr. Chaplin, are you s Comemrdst sympathiger?t le answered, "I ax
not & Corrmnist!, The next quostion was, TAye you & Cosrunist sympathiser?® The

snswer was, "That b

a8 to ba qualified, I

ayrpathiger, During the war I sympathized with Bussi
and dying to bring victory to the allies, For that 1

One of the quostions asked

do not know what you mean by Commmist

a beconse Russians wers fighting
have - - .y and I fesl that

owe her thanks, In/that sense, T am & syupatiiser,® Chupiin was asked, "Are you -
peracnal friend of Hans Eisler?® RKie answer was, "Yes, and I an Very of that

faot." He was then asked, 'Anymmrethattﬁsmther,aemrétﬁ yis &

Communist 7 Yo this he repld *1 know nrtlln
nothing about whether he is a Camiast sgente T O
fine artist and a great musl

shout his brother, 1 know
$hat U~~~ Elgler is a

clan and I am proud to be Mg £:i*  He was then

£ferenca if Hang Elslar were & compmurist?® His reply

asked, "Would it make arny differcnce if he

To ““4q Chapliv replied, "If he wore a spy axd & Sraiter
e, . .

A copy of a letter wus received from &

anidentified. This lstter was dated April 29, ’
Federated Press, Chicago, to Bruce Rogers, Van ®inkle
1os Angeles, Californiae The ‘1 tter pointed out that Rogers should canvass the movie
colony for contributions. He gaic he had personally written nbout fifteen proudnent

n;?tors and producers askin

In & report dated February S5, 1522, on the

in the San Prancisco District, it was

" (V)

fron Bobert Lorss lLovett of the
Hotel, 349 South Olive Street,

g for contributions. Among thooe was Chaplin, )
61-1L50-10, pg 2 (U

goneral radical situation

out that an unidentified {nforxant

had advised that he had talved to a couple of men connected with the New Torkers

Party regarding Chaplin.
to‘the ca“_f"' - 61-20-18, pg 7 (U} .

“The Los Angsles offive in a repart

that informztion had been roceived from an unidentifl

gtri-e altuation.

CW@ C’&K‘@% >3 5 7 _h_9 9 (0}

They said Chaplin had always becn a good comtributor

dated Septesber 6, 1922, pointed cut

ed inforrant on the railrcad

Thig informant said that one &. Flotkin, 2 represaentative of the
Commurd 8t Party, made a specch in leadow Brock Fark,
The report stated that ha was reportedly financed by

San Bernardine, Californla.
Charlie Chaplin end Kate

In a report from the los Angeles Office dated Decesber 29, 1922, on

sedical schoola, the Woman'o

ss orgenigsations of tha so~cailed ¥Pinks® ¢r "Parlor
incladsd many wewbera of the W aithy radicel clags 8@ well 26 & eprinkliing of
cal intellectuals, writers, actors, gtoo.” Cheplin was emong

the no~called ®radi

shom, Thesa olubs wers further desc
Socialist, and Anarchligt propaganda in Los

Shelly Club znd the Scverance Club were described

Balsheviki®, Thess alubs

“4bed ag the financia) backera of the Cormunisi,
Angeles, Callforniae

6114992, pg 7 (U)

oo Lol WILABLE



115tad in the San Prancisco 3
placed in contact with the movie oolony for the purpose

and the doner's 1dentity was withhela,

Valley in California
was turned into & Comemni®

' Tnfornotion was a
1939, Raphael Rush of 11238 .

coviet America to Come"e According to

Corrurist Party mecber in los Angeles,
that Iick Otto had contacted

guccoss in obtaining contribvutions for
with others, had already signed wp for

214 to Puzsia, advised an
with the Russian War kelief in raiming

yarine,Cooks and Stewards Union, CIO,
S@ptﬂf‘bﬂr 23 and 269 l?lﬁ@ that &

Eod LP0RIe v oo o2

{7 -7 8

Asgoclation,
a letter frosz Wlliac Wolf, Exocutive

on Januery 10, 1923, & confidential
of the Los Angeles Office, advised th=t a $1000 Gooe
Christzas in 1922 to the Coszumi at Fu 7

cards, Of tha 5,000 cards sold, Chaplin bought LOO.
- F*cr‘ a technical enyval 1lanco o §

100-38425-20
Acocording to the los Angeles Offics, Hsu

wrote in her column of Decamber 27, 1913, es follawae
Charles Chaplin who eontyitubed 525,000 to the Commniet cause end §100 to the

“The inFormant

it was pgenerally understood that the money ca=e rom
one Cormmrist had advised the informant that

© 4t to be known. 61_2269'-1; (.U) o
- Johmn Loech, a Cospmmiet Par.  ....fy in

County Orand Joxy in 1938, sald that during the sgriculturel strike ir the Sen Laquin
153k, Flla Winter oollected
Strike Relief Coszittes. Cu)

% il -

4nformant, not otherw:se fdentified,

tion was medo just before

_de However, po record was wade of it
b}

: t, however, that
1in, In this connecti

(w4}
Cheplip #1d make 1t but does not want

before the los Angeles
$500 fyom Cheplin, wiich

100-127090-13

and had been
of relaing funds for "A

the information furnished, Chaplin was one

Fron & technical survelllance an the home of

of those who tad contributed Liversllys” o 167)5), )

14 was learned on February 27, 19U2,

a pecond frant.
this.

and sdvised hi- that he was not having mch

sald that Chaplin,

100-3-25-212 (U
, Yrs, Boris levin, Secretlary of the Russ
ﬁwb

funcs by selling hand-painted Christmas

of San Francisco,

50-127050-13, pg 10 {0}

3

100-202373-?1, pg S (U)

a Coamrmlist in the
44 was learned betmesn

7 ned yeturned to San Franclsco from Los
Angeles, Callfornisy and joldngly sald that Chaplin hed glven ®us® §1,000.

Hopper, Bollywood colurmi @f,

2Fpom things I have learnad,

oo Offico that on Decerber 19,
ry Boulevard, Eorth Hollywood, California, was :
as en Intemational
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Party member in Los Angeles, while elly was a* the Bellevue Stratford
Botel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvanis, in whieh it we. said that ™:1f intended

%0-hit Chaplin for some mongy and approach him bty saying th. =<7, Bridges

had recommended it. 100-2447118-7 (U) CooN o L
_ A confidential s “~=h of the offices of "phe By msea'(' revealed
that he had contributed $2U t in 1944 during its finanei:® drive.
: Y 61-9182-78, pg L (Up S
Former Confidentis fformant JENMEMENEEN of tbe Los Angeles Office

‘advised on an unknown date tt § Chaplin had coniributed $750 $o the National
‘Coumncil of American-Soviet Friéndship, Incorporated. This was set forth in s

report frim tha Los Angeles Offlce on April 7, 1944 100-216961-209%, e 9 0))
on Janusry 17, 1945, in a report from Confidsntial Informant SR it
was pointed out that the Press and Badio-Besders Scops, & pockel-szise digest
msgazine, was launched by the Communist Party to cut into the circulation of the ,
R;ader's Digest. The report said that Chaplin's money was behind this magaszine. i
4 100-329561-2 (L)) l
From an unidentified source it was learned that "Direction, Incorporated”
of Darien, Connecticut, published the magaszine, "Direction.” The owners of this -
magazing were reported to be Communists. It is known that the editorial policy
adhered to the Communist Party line. From this source it was learnmed that Chaplin

was one of the financial contributors to the magazine, - w
S - 100-342935-2, PE 36, U)

CHAPLIN'S COWTACTS WITH RUSSIAN OFFICIALS AND o / %
HEP RESENTATIVES OF THE SOVIET CONSULAR SERVICE : Lo

' On August 31, 1923, § B Los
Angeles, California, forwarded a report which said that Charlie C plin, through

his Hew York Theater Cuild, had succeeded in persuading Theodore Eozlov %o pro-
duce a pro-Soviet film.  £11367-% Co ' &)d

On April 10, 1940, 2 i
R > advised that Zina Yoynow, over
gignature of Charli Chaplin, had sent telegrana giving Chaplin's permission
to use same of his films for the Charles Chaplin Festival in Hoscow, Russia.
One telegram went to Ivan Bolshakov, Comaittee ca Cinema, Hoscow, Russia, and

the other went to Averill Harriman, United States Ambassador to Russia, 1In

~the telegrams he urged the exchange of cultural achievements between the wo

countries. In the telegram to Harriman, he said, "....l consider it neceasary d
to support every move which cements friendship of the two nations....® . < )
: : S fo : 100-203581-2416, pg 50, 51 6 (¢

*
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. , . llance on Borls Morros, & Soviet esplonage .
‘agent, it was learned that Ct Min bad been in touch with Morros. This sams
source advised on June 17, 1943, that Morros bad advised an unimom individual

~ that he wished to be in motion picture production in five or six weeks at the
Chaplin Studio. On June 29, 1943, Tim Durant, an associate of Chaplin, advised
Morros that Chaplin was willing to have kim come to the Studioc on July 15. This
sams source advised that Duramt informed ¥orros tbat Chaplin would make. a deal
for seven weeks of motion picture shooting together with sound for $30,000.

The same source advised on July 16, 1943, that an wninown individual whose first
nére was Sol, met Morros, stating that Chaplin wanted the two of them to coms

to dinner to discuas the business proposition. - 100-203581-11L5, pg 53 CLj)
- s _ - . ’ .v A,'. .- . . - 1 : - . - 1 ’ .

: The Los Angeles Office in a report dated June 4y 1945, on Soviet
Propaganda in the Moticn Picture Industry, pointed out that on August 22, 1943,
Hr, and Mrs. Mikhail Kolotoscv ware glven @ recepidon by the Eational Coumeil
of American-Soviet Friendship at the ¥ocambo Club 1n Hollywood, ¥r. Eololosov
was the official representative of the Soviet Hotiam Picture Irndustry in tha
United States. Chaplin spoke and said, ®There’s a great deal of good in Com-
munism. ¥e can use the good and segregate the bad.® BHe salid that an undexr~ °
" gtanding between ®us® would be beneficial in the postwar period. (i NRENRIRES
: advised that she attended

this reception and ssid that in addition to what has been said before, Chaplin
gtated that he was in favor of an exchange of artists between the United States
and the Soviet Union. BHe said, "I am not a Communist, I sa Jjust & broken~down

e . 1
Mm. 100-1L696L-1i1, pg 391*_ M befNTIAL‘
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tnforsation was received by the Buresu fron a ccufidential source aot
otherwise identifled, during the investi;ation ef Choplin fo- a violat'wa of the
Fhite Slave Treffic Ast, that a telegrss wag sent 0 one Ottpan, hend of the

tnited FPress in Los Angeles, by one Vaughn, hesd of the Umited Press in Yow York
Cley. This teleprem gaid thed Eduwmd Carter, of the Institato of Pecific Relaticus,
had peburned from Rogpalo. Lasudd sald he thinks Stelin wom'd like Chaplin o

Aait Puss'a and ¢hat Carler may find pome wuy So get the inv!tabion &
T4 wae sugresied thet Chaplin bs irderel ewed gnd Guring the mterview they ghould

B hie to nay it o voud go Af ipvitede 51 gp06.89 W)
o s T 5 2 : e

© ghay
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The Washington Tires-Zerald of A

y ) = i T w C
g sullivan, sald that had Chaplin lost his triad for wolat wi of the Thite
slave Trafsic Act snd had he been denorted, the Russian Consul was sxthorised
to turn over & Soviet plan~axd ) to Moscow. The offer wus nade
br the Russian Conaul on “ ' ng the courss of Cheplin's triule
e article continued and & { Chaplin and Ms wife snre gtudying Russlsn.




Los Angeles, California, with the
add advised
75 4hat on October 2u, " mmamrwmmlmm,m
Bussisn filun x_jcpramtaﬁv_a who was sbout. to return to Russiae m@ U
| Burbank, cm:\,m&stm' 2 reception at tbe
]

1nmsngalelg1mber7,' in honor of the tweniy-
of the Boviet Government. Chaplin was present with hig wife,

65336~ re 35 4PY GBI O

Froo & technical llance on the home of in Philadelznla,
the subject of an Internal ty = C investigation, it was learned that
~ attended a reception at the j1an Eebassy in Washingtco, D. C., on Rovember Uy
194ke 100-200713-13 - - , _ :
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Customg Offcials

maim propaganda

o)

Angeles Exsminer reported the results of
stantin Simonov sboard a Russisn ship, Chaplin's photorraph

and the seceant which sppeared undernsath the photocraph ref
tomﬂlopdrmﬂmwmwpunmha referred to the United States

as the "American Cestapo®. While aboard the Russian ehip, &
filn extolling the virtues of the Soviet aystem and bersting

ten was shomne 10 33c707-12 (LD _

e adua,



ASSISTANCE GIVEN BY CHAPLIR 70 AMPRI CAR-SOVIEY RPLATIONS - E

o | nhe Dally Tarker® of April 6, 19h3, smounced the formation of the
2 National Council of Anerican-Soviet Friendship, Incorporated, to pronote better

7/ " understanding between the United States and the USSR, which waz congldered essential

to winning the war. It ddentified Chaplin as one of the sponscrs of the new

organizations 100-16e-4 (V) |
R *The Daily Forke=® of Septerber 29, 193, lists Cheplin as one of the
\ sponsorsy 2! the tenth anniversary of the United States Soviet Friendship Congress,
» ,E and 79 ;9)"3', 100-14696L~86 CU) ‘ N S
* According to "The Peoples World" West Coast daily newspaper of the
& Comwund st Party, on October 23, 19L3, Chepiin was o0 the motion picture comitise
™~ of the National Council of Azmerican=Soviet Friendship. ( U\ ,

N 100-1&696&—1&1 rg 30
the Loz Angeles Times of November 11; 19L3, carried en article eaying
1, that a gelebrstion of the waxnswiat rolotic By

" ohe "Califormis Jewish Volce® of November 15, I said that the Los
. ingales Comncdl of pusrican-Sovied Friendship held & rally

Y. e Rovesber 16, 19h3e A% this rally, Chaplin veportedly mede a §250 contribution.

el

SRR Ascording %o & report from the How Togk Office dated May by 15LL, &
 confidential search of the offices of the National Council of American-Shviet
Friendship, Incorporated, Mew York City, reflacted that an announcenent had been
ma'e of the amiversary meeting held Noverber 25, 19L2, at the Orchestra Hall
in Chicago, Illinols, as a wgalute to our Russian Ally®. Chaplin was on the

programe 160-14696L-239, vg 55 C 07

- 15 .':“i"-;" '
CONPDENTIAL

9
a2t the Shrinag Audidorium

This rally was abtanded sclal dgents of the FEI 4 : '
This rally by fpsc gs ° 100-1L€5€L-181, pg 2, 6 QU)



A photograph of Chaplin appeared in *The Daily Worker® of November 21,
1944, in connection with an article pointing out that hs, along with other movie
people, had signed a telegram gending greetings te the American-Soviet Priend-
‘ship Rally at Madison Square Garden on ths previous fhursday. The telegranm in
substance urged close American-Soviet frisndship. ! RN ()}
The Dies Committes Reports reflect that Chaplin was smong thoae who
bad sponsored various United States Soviet Friendship rallies. -
| | a8, pe 481 (V)

: v These same Beports, in referring to the Cearr = ¢ American-Soviet

Friendship, Jist Chaplin as one of the Sponsors. £° ., . c—i 298, pg 1199, 1202 (0)

| ADDITIONAL EVITENCE OF P!}—&!ZET ACTIVITIES O THE PART OF CHAPLIN

fhe New York Jow icsn of January 15, 1942, in & colwmn by
louella O. Parsons, said th Ossip Pernikoffs invited Cbaplin, along with
.others, to a Russian New Yed party.  39-1088-113, pg 278 m}

On April 22, 1943, Special Agents observed Chaplin in sttendance
st the Filmarte Theater, 1228 North Vine Strest, Los Angeles, California, at
a showing of the Russian-made picture, »Baltic Deputy®, sponsored by the ‘
American-Soviet Friendship, Incorporated. 100-146964~83 (.L» :

In her signed statement on Jenuary 7, 1944, Joan Berry, the victinm
of & White Slave traffic Act violation of which Chaplin was the subject, told
the Agents that Chaplin had informed her that he had been offered a positimm
in Russia as & Commissar. At one time she said he 4old her he gave some thought

to "going back to Russia.®  31-68496-172, pe 14 (L) -

#ghe Peoples World® of April 15, 1944, reported & press conference
with Mikhail Kolotozov, Soviet film representative in this country. He pointed
out that Bunssia has a plan for a ‘series of programzs to be given st the House
of Cinema Workers in Moscow. The April, 1944, program has to do with the pro-
duction of Chaplin's films. 100-203581-2839, pg 119 C\D

A news release of the Overseas Hews Agency on May 1, 1944, ab Moscow,
said that a tribute to Charles Chaplin a3 & wilitant Humanist® who “gorships
love and puts up & ons-mail fight against 1life?, was pald in Moscow that day at
a meeting of the Soviet Cultural Organization dedicated to the screen gtar,
The meeting was sponsored by Yoka, a soclety to promots cultural relations be-
sween Soviet Busels snd other countries. Phe feature of the meeting was a
speech by Solcmcd Michoels, nobad Puszian actor. Michosls, who mel Chaplin
ghile he was in this country, @aid his courage in taking an oped anti-Fascist
stand in bis picturs, ufhe Great Dichator®, was graak. '

s1-eesoe-261 (U)
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Chaplin was presente

Y
out that Chaplin's

he Nex York Times of October 10, 9L

of the Rusaian ¥ar Fellesf
én Ootober 27, 1shl. The
to Amra.m Oreen Flelds”

nthe Peoples World® of ¥ay 16,

anonymous letter
last film,

AFFTLIATIONS FITH THE RUS

‘  the Septezber 25,
mofmeoﬁ.ginalspmaon

An advertisement in

RELIEY

*lonsieur Verdoux®, is Soviet

" Chaplin's nane
£1-7566-295L (LY

C) = S
13, 1947, pointed

~agandte
100-0-218L7 (U%w\

on May

, lssue of "The Peoples Torld® nawes Chaplin as
the Pussian War Relief, Incorporated.

¥ . 100-127090-13 - )

the New York Times of October 10 1541, regarding
the Russian War HelieZ, Inco rporated, sxm, "These ol nent, Amerl

on behalf of the Russian people

cans ask your help
on the advertisement.

1, oarried another advertisoment

end its nstional furd-ralaing carpaipgn that was launched
advortisspent was headed, "R:ssiats Scorched Exrth Calls
o q!npnnmliltcduunotﬂwupcnm.

100-37226~20, pe 19 (U)
1942, said that Chaplin was scheduled

to be the lsading speaker at the Bussian Far Relief Bally at the Civic Auditorium

Gmfidmihial | Inforwant (G
was the main gpeaker &t a Bag3 meO

ml!uwls.lsw.

°%  100-37226-4; 100-127090-13 ()]

D\ on May 25, 1942, advised that Chaplin
held at the Shrins Aunditorium in Los Angeles,

YGLNg
california, that date for the Bussian War Rsiiefs During his speech he said,
#Thyy must be goodly ?écple to put up such & pagnd Ploent fight and it is the
3 nd o®
Arerdcan pecplel demand for 2 pecx front 100-3-25-191 aﬁ

#The Dally Worker? of Eay 27, 1942,
demanded (1) & second front, (2) suggested a national victory
ats, and Corsmmists, end (3) hailed President Roosevelt

jn his spesch Chaplin
gyont of Republicans, &

and Farl Srowler.

3 end
100-37226-2 {87
T Hewa latter of Aogust 1y

of ths Russian Bapr Relief, carried an axbiol

af the Bollywood raradtios of Razsian

35 yeferring to this rally ssid that

by ths California Division
%ﬁ& ¢he ¥nglie Conmdtlen

S ncewt 8t the home of Wat Finston on July 95 19k2. According to the article
100-37226-367, 7z 31 (U)

1
i
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- jgbe Daily Worker® of Decesber 5, 1942, eommenting on the dinni - civen

Chaplin by the Bussian ¥ar Relief at the Hotel Pennsylvania in New York, pointed
out that several prominent Russian artists and writers sent Chaplin greetings.
,hongthn'mmtmronhnrg Soviet writer; Serge tein, Sovist actor
and Imitri Shostak

W——————-—-‘

AFFLLIATIONS WITH THE ARTI:

N Former Confidentis orsant SASNENENEEERe bl tted & Teport to

p the Bureau and advised that 4 ts Front o Win the War was formed in

/} September, 1942, for the repa ¢ of holding ons cultural meeting at

Carnegie Hall in New York City on October 16, 1942. Ee pointed out tshat Chaplin

% /), -y WA the homorary chairman of this organization. [EERadvised tbat this
{ {1/ organisation was a Commanist front and ene hundred per eent Communist sontrolled.
on October 16, 1942, on the occasion of this meoting, Chaplin was the principel
speaker of ths eveaing. Be began his spsech by saylng, sDear Comrades. Yes, I
mean comrades. When one sees the magnificent fight the Russian people are putting
up, it is & pleasure and a privilege to use the word comrade.” He added, *Ine
columnists and £ifth solwamists don't want & secend frent but I and you do.
Marahal Timoshenko, Joseph Stalin, and every self-respeoting citisen in this
country wants & second front." HKe continued, "I am mot & eitisen and 1 dontt
need Américan citisenship papers. Citisenship papers don't mean & thing. I am
e patriot of humanity. I sm & citisen of the world, I amnocta Commnunist, not
a Democrat, mot a Bepublisan. I am & paying guest bsre. « +" During his speech
he praised Franklin Delano Roosevels and said, "I am gratified bscause hs is the
map who released Earl Browder .. . 8nd I hepe and we all demand that he 1% the

 ptigma of persona non grata from Barry Bridges.® ILater oa in his spesch Chaplin
eaid, ®And then there 18 all of the nonsensical talk ehout Communism when one
talks about the second fromt, bub thapk God Cosmunism is no longer the bugabeo it

‘used %o be. Uho are these Communi 8ts? Thank God we are begimning and the
American people are bsginning to epderstand them. The Cemmunlsis are ordipary
people liks ourselves. « They say Comsunists are godless. What nonsense. 4
people who fight and die like the Russians approximats @od." He eoncluded his

spesch by paying & tribude 40 tha thres millien herole dead ¢f Soviet Russia who

ied w=hils we wero getiing weadye Fhie sawme inforpndien appesred in the Hew. Tozk

goes €a%de

(100-153338-4, pgs 1, 6) (0

" From the technical survelllanos che—nﬂat

,  Party member in los Angeles, it was learned en , 1942, that one Anita . —
L~ pad contacted P advised that Diek Collins had hesrd Chaplin advocate

a second front in Europs the previous evening. She said that Chaplin voluntesrsd
to0 contribute $100 tomard an advertisement to be placed in trade papers wrging a

second ;méto (100_3-25410) (U) -
- 18 -
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®The Daily Worker® of July 23, 1942, said that 60,000 peopls urged
a second front at a rally in Madison Square Park. During this rally a speech
by Chaplin was telephoned from Bollywood. During his spsech he said, "The fate
. of the Allied Nations 1s in the bands of the Communists.® He then strongly

arged the opening of & second freat.  (100-97-5-4) (U) -
’ / N o

. mc discontinued paid informent of the
los Angeles Office, a that at a meeting of the East Hollywood Rranch ot//
the Communist Party of Los Angelss on July 23, 19.°. an wiidentifiaiman led &
discussion concerning the second front. REe stated it an articls ix the
acitisens News® of July 23, 1942, sarrisd a report of & speech made by Chaplin
to 100,000 persons in ¥adison Square Garden. This person stated that during
his speech Chaplin reportedly urged the opening of a second froat and said the
Comuunists were then engag “a A dsfense of Western oivilisatiom.
| (100-3-25-216, pg. 3) (V)
Aecording to infda received from s discontinusd
informant of the Chicago Off. fon September 1, 1942, Bobert Travis, Vice
President of the Illinois Sia § Industrial Union Comncil, sent letters to all
affiliated mnions emclosing sopiss of a pamphlet entitled, "Demogracy will :
Jive or Die*. It was a copy of 2 spsech made by Chaplin via phone %o the mass
meeting in Madison Square Garden mentioned befors. According to this informant,
m-mpndﬁocmm-t,hrtymmdmnungammmu ,
. (100-33049-9-33, pe. 19) (V)
. From the technical surveillance oa ths National Maritims Union in
ladelphis, Pennsylvania, it wms learned that Chaplin was scheduled to speak
before a second front rally to be held an October 30, 1942, at the Academy of

Masic in Philadelpbia.  (100-28126-26, pe. 65) (U

‘ . In an article in the publisation, "Challsnge - The Voice of Youth®,
published July 5, 1947, there is set forth the resulis of an interview by the
press with Chaplin. During this intervisw Chaplin, im anawer to a questicn em
his war record, stated that he had made many speoches calling for a second
~ front. Be said, "I spcke what was in my heart and in »y mind and what I felt
was right. I appealed both to Great Britaim and the United States. I said we
should have a second front. I was mo$ alone. General Marshall and President
Roosevelt and other psopls 1% turned out were of the name opinion.® (U)

Y

AFFILIATIORS WITH THE PECPLES RADIO FOUNDATION

On Bovember 1, 1944, it was learnsd from an \midentified source that -
Joseph B. Brodaky, am attorney and offiecial ef the International Workers Order,
conferred with Alazacder Trachtenberg, Dircctor ef Poblications of the Communlist
Party. They discussed plans for thoe formation ef a cexpers tion for a eontemplated
radio station, he mans o be given this was "Pecples Badio Feundatien®. Brodsky
gaid that be bad eemploted the Beard of Direetors and one of them was Chaplin.

(61-1361-981) (V)

-19 - '
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ty, on Eovember 19 Ehh,nwahdﬂntmm'umotthtn
dircctars pro ten of the Pcapf.as Radio Foundation, which was incorporated under
the laws of Uew York on November 27, 194, It wa eponsorsd by the International
-~ Workers Order and was fo—= %0 own snd operste FY yadio stations thronghout the
T prited Statome - __..67-h, pE 6 (V) R

" On Deostber 11, 195, the Mew Ycrk Torld Telegran in an article by
Froderick Yoltoan entit Ynﬂtsuﬂ‘il'rakenmbylw,pdnhd
C\, omt that Chaplin as one ol cisl backers of the Pecples Radio Foundation,

V. was tngtrunental in heving s  Jrporation established in order for the Corzmmist

Party to got in on the groun of T radio broadoasting,
. ' 100-329561-10 pgs 5, 6 (V)
ASSOCIATTINS I1Td T SCTLIANTC LS CYEUNIST FRONT ORCAYIZATIONS

‘ Amda-mmmnmmm daudt{m:no,
Califarnia, on April 28, 192, describes Chaplin as being gyrpathetic to the
Internaticnal Borkers oftba'orldgnd!ﬂﬂngmoftheqtowrkcnhismﬂc

.',u. £1-1236 (U)

T 2
Los Angoles, California,
was listed smong those who attmdodudnmdcmunmm
ﬂonmodcnﬂmembwm.mlal, given by a oommdttee of spongors urder the
mspiwdﬂnlmﬂmcwtmwmw ©@e Exilod ¥riters
Committes, and the United States American-Spanish Aid Cormittes.
‘ | - P A beo7061-115, -z 5 (U)
"fhe Daily Worker® of October 19 1942, said thet the Joint Anti-Fasclst
RaﬁxgeeCmmnthldhnldadimernt Botel Astor in New York Clty an
October 27, 1942, as the first major public function based on Vice President
wallace's speech, "The Century of the Cocmon Man%, The purpose waa to raise
. funds for ths rescus from ths Tichy congsntrabion camps, the amti-Fasclst
undonists, and political rofugess, Chaplin was 1istsd as a eponsor of this

affalrs 1C0-7081- A (U) '

- On Bgverbor 25, 194210 2 @1 goontinued informant of the
¢hi cagn Offlce, sdvised that tho BALL Chigapo Commitbee to Saluie cur Fusslen
£411y9 shaged 8 progren in &ribute to the Soviel pecple om the ndnth amdversary
of lrerd can=Soviat relablong at 220 Scuth Michigan Averme, Chieago, I1linoies
mﬁﬂ wan intyoduced end &pTite 3] ﬂfiﬁﬁw the anti-CorrEny gt Wm«;

fe pald, "He are no longer shocked by Rassien purgese They liguidated the

- @iislings and Lavals, and it was too bad that Norway, Hmgary, and other countries
dldn't do the same, The stigme against Russia is being dissolved like mist in the
gun, They say they are Godless people. I thirk they susi hove eterndty in - — -
tl-nirsoulstoﬁghtuthoymﬁgming. Argrone who dies for an 13deal must have
s little roligion. o o » Russia is fighting for Commandism and let's face it. They
14ke the system," With reference to ha own politics he sald, *They ask me what I

e
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COQFIDENTIAL BEST COPY AVAILABLE




and econom!c cos
#1ly does not objoest to

adviged that ons Cene

I

Y4

_others, was a signer of

to a Russlan pexty given

A eensorship ru

4

'.lQQ-B—Ih‘; T ,5‘h9 (\2>

g Former Confidential Inforsart SNNNNENEEERreported that 1o

) atterded a dinrner at wemlvMamlme,m,mmd

gimbythe‘krutom:wmaaftmmmdm!ummt.
Goldsbarough,

whom he deso—'» 38 & Cowmmist, Ehe told

- that the Bussian ¥ar Reliof was prese . ', .ling strings® in Washington,
De Cep to have Chaplin go on a tour of Twesia. She further stated that “Our
mmmwﬂnmnnmm-mmwm

)

mwammmmmcmm
sald, "We must be tolorant of the Russian
nsenge and evasion and call it what it is ~ the

Cusmist system is a very convenient &llye o o

Thay did the real fighting for us. lvebonldmnobjccttoﬂmv’sridm
speaking at Harvard becauge Bridges was a Compamist. « o o SEEEEERR s d that
Chaplin advocated "a united front" of "talerance and understanding for Russia
mdtmcmmatmmmmmmto:hnmwmmm-of

the CI0." At snother point ho said that it was high tire we sbandonod political i

our best ally, the Soviet Union, since our

our own idoals and form of government,”

3

o5 £

& tole

for Jomuary T thraugh 20, 1948, weflest
s bo hold & benqued on Jemmary 22, 19L5, ab the iotel Commodors in Bew York City,
. at which %izs Chapling emong others, would be glven en ] E

100-37226-334, pg 5L W)

o October 24, 1913, a Mghly confidmtial source, otherw!we umidantificd,

), called lirs, Chaplin and invited the Chaplins

under the auspioss of the Russlan-imericen Astors Mutuzl
Aid Society to be hald at ﬁtch.ll_ Oroen's Ranch in Korth Hollywood. , |,

100-203581-1145, pg 53 (U) o

2 smll circular dstributed by the Anorlcan-Russian Culturel Associatior,
Incorporated, roflects that in Fovenber, 19Uk, Chaplin was on the Board of Honorary
Advisorse  100-172851-51, pg 2 (U\

On
M gaying that the magazing,
+  and others at 11l Eagt 32nd

submitted & report

#Salute”, was golng to be published by Leverett @loason
Strect. &P described it as a Comamist Intellectual
magazine mnd aaid that Chaplin was the chief fimgnéial backer.

61-7260-1L21 (V) -
s that "Hew Yasses®

CO-7460-2

4 dated My 1, 19hS, reflocts that Chaplin, with

gram charged to the Comeil for Pan American Demoéracy,

129 West 26th Strest, Naw York City, sent to Luls Carlos Prestos, of Rio de Janeiro,

Brazil, in which greeiings were gent oongrmlatinghinonbdngrmd. In the
telegras Preates was described as an anti-Fascist.

100-133¢61-52 (V)
-2l -
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Augns . .45y reflected that
Rockefolle, Foundation through the !
listed as one of the consuliants. it :

‘sddross appeared in MNP bocks.  100-195220-16, pg 19, 6€ (U)

- ‘whe " 4ng Prelheit® for August 25, 15, reported hat the Trade
- Dndon Cay’® - . Jowish Uity would support & demonstration for jobs at Madison
Square OzrJen on August 29, 19LS, sponsored by the How York (:[decmplin,vith

«  100-857h-2k, ag b ()

: _ Aunmmnmuymmmmonsml,acmmnmmm
- grgand zation, liste Chaplin as a proposed .

1007207611, =g 17 (V)
TRAFFTC VIGLATION AND GIVIL RIGHTS AND poMrsTIC

WETE

. You will recall that the Bureau conducted an extensive izvestigstlon
congerning Chaplin's sotivitles with one Josn Berxy in 1943 and 19LL, During the

. . course of this investigation it was learnsd that Chaplin anthorized Ms studio

to obtain railroad tlckets for the transportation of Joan and her mother

to Kew York, leaving Los Angeles, Callfornia, on October 2, 1942, via the Santa Fe
Railway., He loft ?or Now York himself on October 12, 19L2. Chaplin tock Berry
$o. tinner in New York several tires following his appearance in lew York on
Octcber 16, 1942, at the Artists Front to Win the Far Rally, Thereafter, Berry
groturnsd %o the Waldorf Astoria spertment of Chaplin, whers the alleged iemoral
goty tock plaess The following day Chaplin gave Bsrry $300 to return to los
Angeles, California., She left for Los Angeles on Cotober 28, 1942, Between the
tine ghe returned te los Angelss and Jamuary, 1943, she had mperous trysts with

P~ Cheplin, On Fobusry 10, 19kL, the Pederal (rand Jury in Los Angeles reburned &

brue bill of indletmend pgaingt Chepling charging hin with wiglation of the Hunn
Aot in two countse The Lixsh oount chavged hin with transporiing Berry Yo low York,
end the segond cound charged him with sransporting her from New York o OB
Ang@l%a Ho was tried in Log WI@%@ the trial compgneing on Hazch 213 191»113 and

_ ending April L, 19hL, at which time ho was @OQW $tede 31-60L,96-172, Pz 1, 2 CU)

: L ] : Ser 238

On Pobrusry 10, 15Ll, & Federsl Crand Jury at Los ingelos returned three

{ndictments against Chap charging Wm and others with violations of Title 28
Sections €1, £2, and S8, United States Cods, for conspiring to violate the civil

o _cowﬁq{wm

|
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1iberties of Joan Berry. The indictments were based on the sctivities of the
subjects subsequent to the arrest of Berry on Jamwary 1, 1943, by the Beverly
Hills Police Department through the person of Clands R. Narple. Thersafter,
Robert Arden, admittedly seting ~° ~ splin, appeared before Captain ¥W. ¥. White
- s~ef the Beverly Hills Police Depurtment with the request that Judge Charles J.
' @riffen send Berry out of Californiae On Jamuary 2, 1943, Berry was sentenced
" %0 90 days by Griffen. The sentence was suspended on the condition that she
§  “leave Beverly Hills and pay her hotel bills. &\ ‘a¢ Griffen had been advised Wy
. Arden that Chaplin would pay the bi**-~ :nd her sfausportation to New York,
-+ ‘Thereafter, on January 3, 1943, -, « . faite escorted Berry to the train. Berry
- yoturned to California in April, 1943, snd visited Chaplin's homs om Nay 7, 1943,
- allegedly to advise him that she was pregnant by him. AL that time one of the
V- gubjects, namely, Tim Dm - glose friend of Chaplin, called the Beverly H1lls
{ ™~ police Department and had ted. The following day Judge Griffen
-asntenced Berry to thirty Jin jail. On Nay 11, 1943, Durant, working in the
" 4nterests of Chaplin, had s ¥allis obtain the services of Judge Cecil
4 and was ipstrune: 41 in getting Berry out of jail with the origimal
sanitarium and thersafier sending her out of the state.
D (31-68496-256, pe. 12) - U
RO On Nay 15, 1944, Federsl Juige J. 7. T. O'Connor disaissed the charges
" against Chaplin when he was advised by United States Attorney Charles Carr that
.. ‘carr had received written instrustions from the Departasnt of Justice to dismiss

' o ;mu charges. (31-68496-258) (U)

| s ¢he records of the Identification Division do mot contain any informa-
- -.tdon concerning arrests of Chaplin other than for the charges set ferth.

¥ . S (31-68496-258, pg 2) (LO) .
T - . On June 3, 1943, & sult was £41ed im the State Court in Angelss
- by Gertrude E. Berry, mother of Joan Berry, on behalf of Joan Berry's umbora
‘-;umd, seeking to obtain money from Chaplin for the support of this ehild.

 Investigation revealsd that Chaplin ®as probably instrumental in
“‘procuring at least two abortions Tor Berry as a result of his associations with

her, : (31-68496-21) (U)

‘,-{ » fhe Bashington Post for August 4, 1945, said that the los Angelss

~ #~Court bad declared that Chaplin was the father of the Berry ebild.

S S | o T (31-68496-a) (V) -

2 ' The Washington Hews, Washingtem, D. C., en April 9, 1945, said that
4/ Ghaplin bad been erdersd bo pny §75 & week for the support of the Berry ehild

© 7 and $5,000 atiorney foss. (31-68496-4) (U) .

.~ Hixe CGold in his ¢olmmn, °Change the Worid®, im ®fhe Dally Worker® of

\(January 19, 1945, said- that the paternity suld against Chaplin by Joan Berry was
*~a part of a campaign of cbaracter assassination started by the Hearst, ¥eCormick,
and Fascist Press of Amsrioa when Chaplin produced "The Great Dictator®, which

lampooned Hitler and Nussolini. L
o — (100-114353-17) (V)

%
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‘\\Q CD "9 Mr. Harbo
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QQ\ QQQ) % . D)/\ 'M/ ' ﬁr. hIt’le::ningt(m__
MEMORANDUM FOR X2, X SO0

\é(Q\% f\g ; Mr. Quinn Temm__

\Y; @ ,‘f% Mr. Nease

X ,\Q,\ | e Miss Gaady____ s
N & ' ke

The following might be an ercellent item [
Louella parsons. It is taken [from G report of SA Edward P.
orse, dated February 3, 1923, at Son Francisco, entitled
"neneral Radical Situation - San Frencisco District,” Bureau
rile 61-20, Serial 67, page 32. The following is a verbatim
- quotefyrem O« T T?€¢av‘r.

-
"CHAeLIﬁG%%APLJN REZER%‘D T0 45 COVEP~  LEIEBER <
> s e

"gecording(to press dispatchesjfr,m Berlin,

dated Jan. 30th, roscow's official newspaper, ‘

tThe Pravdc' prints an enthusiastic tribute to
, I3 CHARLIE CHAPLIN as a communist and friend of
LN . humanity in connection with the first production QQ
of a CHaPLIV Silm in Soviet Russia. %§I

* "'The avda' gives a great boost to 'Comrade
charlie, ' as a man whose heart long was known to Dbe
on the right side and who, according to the latest
reports from america, now has joined the communist

pParty."”

Respectfully,

A AT
YA VA,

0 BE DESTROYED AFTER AC

. /EMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES
TION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES N

-~ e A T et
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dum « UNITBD $7:71:S GOVERNMENT

TO : MR. TOLSON | ALL |NFORMAT\0N CONTNNEB‘T& 8/26/47

mom + 1. 5. wrciors  HEREINIS UNCLASS_\F\ED

SUBJECT: DATEWYM . ‘
e

There is attached hereto G photostatic copy of
the item appearing,in ravda™ on January 12, 1923, tar —
hoblin, along with d translation of the gﬁ@%ﬁﬂL_

regarding gharli«”ﬂh._
7T is gquite illuminating. Particular attention

article.
is directed to the last paragraph of the item.
-
Attachment
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.

" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

- -

DATE 1a-u-18... BY 1259 STVt
- B MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECT ™
FROM MR. LADD
: In connection with the material prepared for Hedda Lopper,
T have checked the original source of the paragraph in which -
. tpravda" is quoted as praising Charlig*Chaplin (in January,
1923) and saying that Chaplin nad recently joined the Communist
Party. : . o I S
This paragraph was copied from the report of Special Agent .
fdw. P. Morse, dated at San Francisco 2/3/23 (Bureau File
61-20-67, page 32) in a case entitled "Ceneral Radical Situation,
3 San Francisco District.” .
As far as I have been able to determine, the Bureau does P
not have a copy of the Pravda article mentioned. 1 am, therefore, R
enclosing with the revised Hedda Hopper material a memorandum , f_aﬁ
* antitled HTomments on Charlie Chaplin in the Communist Press", . { T~
from which t Pravda" paragraph has been omitted. .. . Jgﬁfﬁ‘\\
In order to complete the Buréau file, an effort is being e
made to locate this "Pravda" ‘article in the library oijongress.qf‘jﬁ~' P
: -. : : : A oo PN

Director's Notations
nCertainly a much labored
effort brought forth a
miserable product. H."

S R K3 ‘ ¢, ¢
JLV(\DD% . ?f‘t :? - /‘J‘JI‘/ { ot “‘L/‘/
TNDESED \L"F S '
' :} \ St o4
[N ’ . Lo vl . .
.,“;" ) \: :
.-{J

¢
’\\)\ n
_ ~>



wCHAKLIE CHAPLTN HEFERKED TO AS COMMUNTST MEMBER!

 wpccording %o press dispaﬁbhés'from'Berlih, dated Jan.30th, "

Moscow's officisl newspaper, ‘The Pravda'.prints'an‘enthusiastic,;

.tribu o CHARLIE CHAFLIN as a Communist and friend of humanity A'f;
in inection with the first production of a Chaplin film in. R

‘Soviet Hussia. ¥ -

wtThe Pravda' gives a great boost to 'Comrade Charlie,' as'a man
whose heart long was known to be on the right side and who, ac- -
~ cording to the latest reports from America, now has joined the
Communist Party.” B : o e
The above is quoted from Page 32 of the report of Special Agent
Eéw. P. Morse, dated at San Francisco, February 3, 1923, in a :
case entitled, uGeneral Radical Situation, San Francisco District,"
‘Bureau File 61-20-67, page 32, u o L
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Pravda, Jan. 12, 1923

. / riEATRE and ¥USIC ALL INFORZJATICN CONTAINED
ciaprre czapprw  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |

. A

by WICHOLAI LEBEDEV DATE1zu-ne _ BY1253 Sop/ken,

#e need laughter. During our minutes of rest ond recreation

along with

laughter.

lectures and sport we have the right to some time for

Healthy, elementary muscular laughter.

So far we only laugh "seriously, " meoncretely, " "crocodile”

fashion. e orTe€ forced to laugh satirically and on command as

testimony 1

o the Forker and Peasant Inspection and G.Pelseee

This was the reason for the éreat enthusiasm shown by the

Svebdlovite
Charlie Cha

A
cverdlovsk

s and youth when the two mirthful children's pictures with
plin were shown in the moving theatre house ct the

University.

ncharlie Chaplin in the Theatre™ and "Charlie Chaplin at

vork™ are t

us since th

he first two Chaplin films which have leaked thrizga\i;‘

e time of the war. The films are old in technic as well

~ et

T L

as time of filming. HoweveET, they are better than ahything that has

been cent t

yards of mo

o us by the Eourgeoisie fest from among its millions of

vie films.

. .

without doubt charlie Chaplin is the greatest of all novie

actors. . In

performing the most difficult and most risky role - the

creator of loughter - he happily avoids the shortdomings of the

ordinary mo
banal insip

of Toktalin

uiercqmedian actor. Charlie Chaplin does not have the =
idness of Moz Linder. He lacks the degenerate idiotism

(Durashkin), Prince ond others. 4He does not have the

EMHCLOSURS

N -



.

mgipt" znd acdultary found in French farce. He avoids the heavy

Gernan humor. He do;s not have the greasy self-satisfaction o/
the Russfdn comedian. Charlie Chaplin has learned the secret of
construction - sSerious physiogﬁomy absurd body and accurate,
mathematical movie-trick. That is the artless machine of his
connoisseurship. And with its aid he creates masterpieces besides
which the 2eierholdvsk "pogonosets" and Forreger's ezperiments are
Jjeeble epigonism.
| 7hct does Chaplin make one laugh at? At anything which
rates laughter. At trivialities and commonalities, deformity and
physical awkwardness and stﬁpidity. In his comedies Chaplin surrounds
himgelf with human masks, grotesgue figures, and he himself, perplexed
and dwkward, rambles among them, makes unerpected paradorical gestures
anc ....% floocs the faces of millions witﬁ uncontrollable laughter.
I do not know whether the Western bourgeoisie will consider
Chaplin one of their own when the Mayor of London meets him at the R. R.
station. But I do know that the 4merican and European proletariat
loves and esteems "their Chariie" more than a hundred Chaliapins put
together. £KEis films jfor all of their "narty-lessness” can and must
be considered OUTS.
Charlie Chaplin is an old menber of the Soctalist Party of
America. Accordiﬁg to the latest information (instruction) he has
joined the American Communists...
ihen welbuilqu“"laugh factory" (naturally this will be‘d{
Maovie faetory") the Presicdium of the Commissars of the International

5ill have to consider the request made by the groun of Communist




Yovie Workers:

of Comrac:

.

"ror o swift transfer, as a point of party discipline,

cdiin from Aimerica to the RSFSR"...

even without this he has long been keen about

However,

Transloted by C. L. Mclkahon

[

us .



Pravaa, Jan. 12, 1423
THEATHZ and MUSIC
QHMLIE CHAPLIN

by NICHIL  oeexBV

we need laugnter. During our minuets of rest and recrection along
with lectures and sport we have the right to some t‘me for laughter. Heslthy,
elementar:” ...uwar laughter.

So far we only laygh “seriously", neoncretely", “crocodile" fashion.
we are” forced to laugh satirically and on command as testomony to the
worker and Peasant Inspection and G.Plicane

Tais was tre reason for the great entnusiasm shown by the Sverdlovites
and youth when the tvwo mirthful childrens pictures with Charlie Chsaplin
were snown in the moving theatre nouse at tne Sverdlovsk University.

3 nCharlie Chaplin in the Theatre "and "Charlie Chaplin at fork" are

t:e.first tvo Chaplin films which have jeaked through to us since the time
of the var. The films are old in technic as well as time of filming. However,
they are better than anything that has been sent to us by the Bourgeoisie -
vest from among its millions of yards of movie films. v

w%ithout doubt Charlie Chaplin is the greatest of all movie actors.
In perferxing the most difficult and rost risky role - the mxdimaExx creator
of laugnter - he happily avoids the shortcomtnzs of the ordinary movie comedian
actor. C'\arhe Chaplm does not have the banal zmmusxnx insipidness
of Kax Linder. He lacks the degenerate iﬂxﬂtzxmﬂfx idlotlsm of Tokualin
( Durasnkin ), Prince and others. He does not have the #dirt" and adultary
found in French farce. He avoids the heavy German humor. He does not have
the greasy selfsatisfaction of the Fussian comedian. Charlie Chaplin has -~
learned the secret of construction -~ serious physiognomy)atsurd body and
accurate, mathematical movie-tricke Tnat is the artless machine of his
connoisseurship. And with its aid he creates mastcrplecea bes1des whlch
the Heierﬁoluvsk wgogonosets" and Forrezer's experiments are feeble RRIZRRKSMX

epig.nism.
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iaat does Chaplin mage on¢ Yaugh at? it any-hing vhich rates laugater.

pt xrividiizses trivialities and comronzlities,deforzity 2nd physical awkwardness and
celf with human masks, grotepjue

stuzicity. Im hic comedies Chaplin surrounds him

fi_ures, and he pimeelf, perplexed and awkward, rambles among them, makes

»
unexpected paracoxical gestures and ..... flcods the faces of millions hIJa“

cnconirollatle laughter.

1 o not xaov_i-— whether the Western bourgeoisie will consider

A S
Craplin one of thet#_ovn when the Layor of London meets him at the k. R.

’ .
station. Bat I do know that the American and EuropRan proletariat loves

.snd esteems "their Charlie" xcre than a hundréd Chaliapins put together.

dis filas for all of Lheir "party-lessness" can and must be considered ours.

Cnarlie Caaplin is an old member of the Socialist Party of
1

trerica. Accoréing te tne latest jnformation {instruction) he has joined
?
tie. Am.rican Comic:iists...

vhen we build a "laugh facotry” (naturally this will be a

factory") the Precidiuu of the Commissars of tne International

"auvie

vill have to consider the request made by the group of Comrunist MNovie

orkers:
wfor & swift transfer, as a point of party discipline, of
Comrade Caaplin from America to the WSTFER".eeo

However, even without tais he has long xzx been keen about us!

Trpaslated by O.L.¥chiahon
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10 iR, J. P..COW‘
14 - 5 Torgon
FROM : ¥r., E. H. Winterro kr. Clogg_
* ) ’ B ‘ H &:. mcgo 8
SUBJECT:  CHARLES“CRAPLIN 471 k-
Xr. Egan
Mr. Qurngsg
~The.. ... .ttached hereto two . piles of & B ——
eritical articie written concerning Chaplin's néw pict nsj bR
Verdoux," This oritica} review appéared beginning on page' 307 of the P S—
Summer, 1947, issue of instreeam," ; Kiss Dendy.

An examiratisn of the critical review reflects that it is most favorably :
inclined toward tiwe wroial, if not politiocal, significance of the motion picture, -
In referring o this, the a.uthor of the critical review makes the following A
statement: "But perhaps the reason audiences epplaud, more thap any other, _
is that Chaplin is uttering social truths that square with their owmn lcnowledga—y‘/

of life and which they have long waited to hear, By concentrating on the tragedy

of Verdoux, he has been able to draw & transversal line across the entire grain

of our social structure, and without succumbing either to sentimentality or
mysticism, he has laid bare the vast contradictions between the vaunted bourgeois

iideal and bourgeois reality.eec.."
)

CONTAINED

SSIFIED
Y IZ

In another portion, the reviewer states that thers has been such a
‘"ruthless exploration" by Chaplin that "one does ask if every individual in the
world is as corrupt as Chaplin has made most of his characters,” The reviewer
' then asks the questions: "Are the only good people the very young and the
cnppled, and is death thair only escape? Is capita.l:.sm & cancer that has
.’mi‘ected us all"

B

This menbrand:uml is submitted for two reasoms: (1) Because of the p;-aise
of the ,social and political significance in Chaplints film, which, it is understood,
he directed as well as acted in, and (2) Because the magazine "Mainstream" saw fit
to give such space to it,

LL INFORMATION
HEREIN IS UNCLA

DATE_ML

TS

By way of identification, "Mainstream" is published by Mainstream Associate
Incorporated, Wiich was organized September 4, 1946, The President of the organiza-
tion is Josepifelshin, a Commmnist Party member who is President ofmew CGntury
‘Publishers, Communist publishing house. Semmel)fillen is Vice President ‘and
Edff'é?:in-(!hief. Sillen has written for a lomng time for the ily Worker," He is
)y 81so a Communist Party member, The Secretary~Treasurer is V, %‘ome, a Party

member who is on the Editorial Board or&ﬂcw Masses" a.nd?\‘l’ali 1cal Affairs," N
¢, Many known Communists have written for the magazine in the past, The first issue ' .
2k \5%** was the Winter, 1946, issue of which over 10,000 copies were allegedly sold, , 0%
i These sales were made through the Communist Party and Commiat Party opera.ted o
domineted book stores, RECC , =

COPIES DESTROVED IR i) oo [ SO0 2727 3@—-—12

412 JUL 8 1360 X-42 (>4 -FN —

%\

ACTION:

’ It is recommended that this memorandum together ..a%tach&mts be
“6'7 forwarded to Supervisor SR for his information an cons:.ciera’cg.on since
C/ 1t is understood e summary memorandum is being p/repared on Chaplu} w4 P

——
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Chaplin’s Monsieur Verdoux

By ARNAUD D’USSEAU

MONSIEUR VERDOUX is Charfii: 1's finest picture, That it has baffled
the majority of critics and won ty of the self-righteous arbiters of
our film industry is not surprising; it would have been more surprising if it
hadn’t. Hans Christian Anderson wrote a fairy tale about a child who had
the eyes and courage to announce ;@g?@uﬁgm!timde that an emperor was
nude; Chaplin has been equallyZelegiaghied and fearless about most of
the shamelessly naked contradiftions in capitalist society. What else could
his critics express but bewilderment or indignation? You can’t tell a man
with savage impertinence fat his cherished worll is a monstrous lie and
expect him to remain silent. _ :
* Perhaps the best place to begin our discussion of this fascinating picture
is with its central figure—Verdoux himself. Once Chaplin had the startling
_idea of making a film about a modern Bluebeard and giving it a serious
theme, there were several conceivable ways he might have approached such
-a character: as a pathological killer, or as Dostoyevsky dealt with Raskol-
nikov in Crime and Punishment, a murderer at tortured variance with his
conscience and society. Chaplin happily chose to do neither. Pathological
Bluebeards have little reality. outside the distempered walls of a lunatic
asylum. A sadistic thirst for blood may send shivers up an audience’s spine
but it can rarely challenge its morality. Besides, the limited appeal of the
hot needle under the fingernail or the child’s throat slic from ear to ear
was long ago exhausted by Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Peter Lorre and
those other fugitives from Grand Guignol who haunt our screen.
Chaplin’s presumable reasons for not choosing to portray a Raskolnikov
are more interesting to speculate upon. Raskolnikov has moral size, When
he kills it is with the hideous knowledge he is not only committing a crime
against society for which he may be punished, but he is also staining his
immortal soul with a sin that will damn him to an eternal Hell—a twin
conflict Dostoyevsky has presented with such dramatic force and psycho-
logical insight that it has long been considered the apotheosis of all torment
within the breast of 2 murderer. But Chaplin has also avoided this inter-
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- pretation. The “authorized murders” at Buchenwald and Maidenek have
made Dostoyevsky’s conception somewhat pallid and a little old-fashioned.
After the mass graves, the lamp shades fashioned from human skm the
flourishing cabbage fields ferrilized with the bones of thd e
possibly can murder be reduced to the guilt feelings and fears of a smgle
“individual; and of what relevancy is God? Is there not, Chaplin asks instead,
a Twentieth Century conception of murder that must be explored psycho-
logically? And is it not possible to explore such a concept with <o
leaving God out of it and placing the moral burden squar aied

This, it seems to me, is Chaplin’s intent, His style, as alwﬁyéb is satmcal
but like the very best satire its underlying purpose is serious, revealing the |
profoundest concern for human destiny. He has rejected the moral apathy
of those who declare blandly that the hate and fear from which murder
springs have been predetermined by man'’s essentially barbaric nature. He
has dismissed the superstition of original sin, insisting instead upon what
we know to be scientifically true: that man has the capacity for both good
and evil and will behave according to the social incentives with which he is
presented. Like Hugo, Dickens and Shaw, he has recognized that the reason
one man kills another resides within the structure of society, and the sick-
ness or soundness of a society is reflected in that society's sensitivity to it.
He has seen, in Shaw's words, that “not only does Society commit more
frightful crimes than any individual, king or commoner: it legalizes its
crimes, and forges certificates of righteousness for them, besides torturing
“anyone who dares expose their true character.” ‘

Let's glance at the story. In outline it is extremely simple, but Chaplin
has told it with great subtlety and many implications, unfolding it like all
great stories on several levels at the same time.

Verdoux is an industrious bank clerk who is fired after thirty-five years
of faithful service to a single firm because of a temporary business slump.
The blow is a harsh one to the dapper little man who has always believed
in the efficacy of hard work and loyalty to the firm, but so thoroughly has
he accepted these virtues in their bourgeois context that he does not for a
moment question the social reasons for so great an injustice; rather, he
decides the deficiency has been within himself. He has jeopardized his
security because he has failed to realize with sufficient clarity that in his
society it is dog-eat-dog, a knife always at the other fellow's throat; if one
is to survive then one must be prepared to act ruthlessly, daringly. Thus
he turns calculatedly to the profession of marrying and murdering wealthy
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‘middle-aged women, posing alternately as a country gentleman of leisure,
an engineer and a sea captain. And for a time his career is grisly successful.
The police are cleverly outwitted; his wife and child are prosperously pro-
vided with all the middle-class comforts; his neighbors remain friendly and
~‘unsuspecting. In between lucrative amours, he runs an antique shop;
“nothing is ever sold from this cluttered shop, but it answers nicely the prob-
lem of storing his victims’ possessions once he has disposed of their bodies
and used their money to invest in a fluctuating stock market,

As Verdoux goes about his uxorious job, his complete conviction that
he is behaving no differently than the ruthless men who dominate modern
business frees him from any sense of guilt. Nor do his lethal activities
- give him any sadistic satisfaction when a web is woven over the moon and
 he decides he again must kill. Chaplin insists upon quite the contrary. The
sight of pain nauseates the ex-bank clerk and he is a vegetarian for presum-
ably humanitarian reasons. In short, Verdoux is the * ‘completely integrated”
bourgeois, as thoroughly conditioned by society as one of Pavlov's dogs
was conditioned by the sound of a bell. When he counts money or riffles
a ledger he does so with extraordinary skill and rapidity, one of those souls
condemned to compute figures and never interpret them. His dealings
with stock- brokers are always punctilious, displaying a particular respect
for those envied servants of high finance. His deference for the police is
never hypocrmcal though he is deceiving them, he has had their protec-
tion for too many years as a law-abiding bourgeois ever to regard them as
adversaries except in the most impersonal sense. Above all there is Ver-
doux’s attachment to his family. It is his love for his wife and beautiful
little boy which justifies everything, and to show that Verdoux's affection
for his wife is of the most sublime order Chaplin makes of her an invalid.
Verdoux is not killing for the purposes of power, but because he wishes to
provide security and happiness for those who need him, who could not
possibly survive without him. Chaplin deifies the institution which our society
pretends to hold highest, the family, while sharply commenting on that
fallacious sentiment we hear so frequently expressed: “All a man can
hope to do is to take care of those who are dependent upon him. As for the
rest of the world, well, that’s somebody else’s grief, not mine.” Like so
many fathers, Verdoux’s concentration on his family alone has robbed him
of any larger social vision at the same time that it has satisfied his need for
being loved, for acting responsibly and for playing ruler in a safely pro-
scribed area of relationships which society has sanctified.
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. So audacious a conception demanded of Chaplin that he make as
plausible as possible how such a character as Verdoux could ever operate
successfully over a sustained length of time. This, too, he achieves bril-
liantly. When Verdoux meets old friends he is briskly evasive, and he takes
great precautions to see there are no photographs of himself. His various
roles permit him to be logically separated from his different wives when
necessary, and though it is part of Chaplin's intent to satirize each of these
roles, and at the same time to guarantee their success, he deliberately gives
Verdoux the best of social positions. It is a middle-class assumption that a
sea captain is a man of unimpeachable integrity; an engineer is best ful-
filling his destiny by being off in the colonies building bridges for the em-
pire; and though a gentleman of leisure is a little absurd and fills no specific
‘function, he does have manners, he is sensitive to the finer things, and it
is really unfair to keep ignoring his beautiful flowers, importunate telephone

messages, and embossed calling cards with their persistent declaratxons
of love.

But there is another reason, more important than any of these, for

Verdoux’s success: it is the social position of each of his victims and the
pSychoIogxcal contradictions” which their social position creates. At the
opening of the picture wé are introduced to a middle-class family, some-
where in the French provinces. A more odious tribe is difficult to imagine.
Rudeness and contempt mark every interchange berween them; affection
is only displayed when it is linked with avarice. Here, declares Chaplin
with savage insight, is the environment of Verdoux’s victims. Is it for a
moment difficult to believe that one of them might wish to escape such a
domestic hell, especially if she has a little money of her own with which
to do it?

Our only glimpse of Verdoux's first wife is heavy black smoke pouring
from a large incinerator set beyond a row of blooming rose bushes at the
back of a garden. Simultaneously, we meet Verdoux, and as he turns his
charm on his next prospective bride Chaplin elaborates this particular
theme. The majority of middle-class, middle-aged women are dissatisfied;
they don’t live alone and like it; they are far from regarding their best
years as after forty. Dead husbands may have worked long and hard to
insure their future with an annuity or a little property, but it has been at
the expense of insuring them with little else. Though these women have
developed a strong sense of property, equally strong are their emotional needs
which have been denied or warped and are awaiting release.
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. Chaplin is careful not to oversimplify or schematize this insight. Indeed,
much of the humor of the picture comes from this central supposition being
extravagantly frustrated. Though these emotionally impoverished women
are gulhble, they are not stupid; for all his agile charm Verdoux must work

grories. And in one instance he meets with no success what-

hBis 1s the indestructible whore, played superbly by Martha Raye,

" vn(hom Verdoux has married because she has won two hundred thousand
francs in a lottery. Voluptuously raucous, the lady is enchanted with Ver-
doux’s elegance; the idea of being married to a sea captain who wears a
wmged.xeam %“é%i'es her a little breathless. But whenever Verdoux brings
2 %ad to her wealth, her enchantment promptly vanishes. Be-

fore her windfalls she dealt professxonally in passion and understands its
monetary value; on thxs‘_score she cannot be duped. She is, however, vulner-
able in another way. Because she has won her money accidentally, she has
no developed sense of property and therefore is fair game for any promoter
who presents her with any scheme on a straight business basis. One of the
funniest and most perceptive scenes in the picture is Verdoux's outrage
when this particular wife falls for a proposal to make gasoline out of salt
~water. We not only get another glimpse of the woman’s extraordinary
naivete, but Chaplin adds another brush stroke to Verdoux's character.
‘What but outrage could Verdoux express in the face of such. an insule? -

~ She has succumbed to the most obvious of propositions whxle he has been
attempting to rob her with the greatest of finesse.

 ‘The average bourgeois may feel that he is being driven by inexorable
“necessity, but he never looks upon himself as an insensitive individual,
" totally immune to the suffering of others. He may sweat his workers and
fail to provide them with adequate safety devices, but he will also contribute
to the Red Cross. So it is with Verdoux. He behaves ruthlessly, but he is not
callous; his code has made him hard, but it hasn’t turned him into a fiend.
His relationship to his family indicates this, and we see it underscored again
when, one rainy night, Verdoux meets a young girl and takes her home with
the intention of testing a new poison he has learned about. But then he
learns the young girl's story. She has a husband who is sick and whom she
takes care of; in doing so she has run afoul of the law and has been thrown
in jail; now she has just been released. Verdoux is touched, and abruptly
decides not to kill her. He recognizes that the girl is a kindred spirit, one
who, like himself, has risked the wrath of society for someone she loves;
the difference between them is that she has failed where he thus far has been
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‘successful. Even here, however Chaplin dos not succumb to sentimentalism
or violate Verdoux’s character. Ver oux gives the girl money, annoyed at
the same time by her tears and B0 gratitude; he wishes her to
leave as quickly as possible. Like so many bourgeois, he has neither the in-
clination nor the time to learn too much about the miseries of others. .
What, then, defeats the “completely integrated” Verdoux? It is the very
society into which he has put so muchgaith:. For even after he has un-
“compromisingly abided by its' m i # demands, a financial crash
wipes out the fortune he has so en %gencally brought together, confronting
him with the incontestable knowledge that there are forces at work which
make it impossible for that sodéty to provide his faith with any real guar-
antees or rewards. All his risks have been in vain; his many murders have
netted him no more than the thirty-five years he put in behind the cage of
_a bank. _
It is right here, if anywhere, that one might have expected Monsienr
Verdonx to break in half or go soft. Surely if Capra or McCarey were the
director, Verdoux would have been infected with a tardy remorse and the
climax of the picture would have been his expiation within the conven-
tional framework. But Chaplin uncompromisingly carries through with the
theme be has begun. Verdoux assesses all that has happened to him and
decides his greatest mistake has been that he did not operate on a suf-
ficiently large scale, dealing, perhaps, in munitions. As Verdoux himself
declares, “numbers sanctify”; his Achilles heel has been that he recognized
this important fact too late. v
Verdoux is so convinced that society, not he, is the monster that he will
not admit the right of the law to condemn him, or the church to offer him
“spiritual comfort.” Indeed, in a brief scene with a priest, Chaplin furnishes
us with as scathing a comment on the spiritual uselessness of the church
as we have ever had in American films and should, once and for all, rid
us of the tiresome histrionics that go on in most Hollywood death cells.
Verdoux bluntly tells the priest he has made his peace with God, his quarrel
“is with men. It is they and their institutions that have blackened the sky
and robbed the earth of those good fruits it could so readily produce for
everyone. It is they who have oppressed and impoverished other men and
made of him a stranded hobgoblin. Verdoux is equally candid with the
reporter who has come to like him during the trial. Ominous in an atomic
age, he says he will see all those who have condemned him very soon—
“goodbye for now.” And in final fade out, as Verdoux walks slowly toward
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the guillotine, his hands tied behind his back, a guard on either side, we
realize with shattering force that there have been many victims in the pj
ture, but there’s been no greater victim than Verdoux himself, and that &
of the most appalling ingredients Chaplin has evoked a tragic figure capable .
of evoking our profoundest sympathy.

11

Why have the critics been so baffled by Monsienr Verdoux, and why
have they come down on it so hard? There are a number of reasons, and 1
think they are worth examining.

It has long been a standard complaint of our better film critics that
Hollywood “types” its actors and this is one of the chief causes for the
screen’s present unpovenshment What has not been seen so sharply, how-
ever, is that the very same thing has long been happening to the best of our
comedians. Indeed, the assumption has developed that a comedian is an
artist apart and that his talent and personality are so utterly unique that he
can only be “typed.” New routines, new subtleties are expected of Groucho
Marx, Jimmy Durante or Bobby Clark, but only to the extent that they
are integrated into a personality already recognizable. The critics have come
to classify our comedians as clowns and use nostalgia as a slide rule for
their judgments, expecting them to perform like the captive horses on a
carousel. Thus when Chaplin refuses to accept this conspiracy they are
surprised and a little irritated and more than one declares frankly that he
prefers the old Chaplin, not bothering to bring a fresh intelligence to a
picture like Monsienr Verdoux.

Refusing to repeat past successes, Chaplin has also refused to plagiarize
any of the Hollywood story patterns. Much of the picture’s fun, indeed,
comes from satirizing of the more pronounced cliches. When Verdoux,
amused and invincible, orders prodigious quantities of flowers it reduces
to complete absurdity this opening gambit in the standard Hollywood
love affair. Then there is the scene in which Verdoux again meets the girl
he once decided not to poison. She is wearing furs and riding in a limousine;
Verdoux notes the change and asks the cause. "Oh, you know, the old story,
from rags to riches,” the girl replies casually, throwing away in a line the
stuff out of which Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has made millions. ‘
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There has been the complaint that there are “dull spots” and “slow
scenes” in Monsieur Verdoux. Perhaps this is because Chaplin’s creation of
Verdoux is a highly stylized one, depending upon external detail for its
validity, and concentration upon character for its interest, Chaplin never
“plays” a scene in the conventional sense, preferring always to “throw
away” an idea, rather than underline it. Like all great artists he pays his
audience the tribute of assuming an intelligence equal to his own. He
deliberately changes the signposts marked “tragedy” and “comedy,” just
as Voltaire changed them when he wrote Candide. In Monsicur Verdoux,
as in Candide, there is a mordant gaiety, 2 wisdom mixed with impudence,
an extravagant use of farce to make the most serious of points.

A number of critics have lamented the picture's technical deficiencies
and here, it must be said, they are partly justified. Much of the lighting is
hard and flat; the settings frequently lack the authenticity we are ac-
customed to expect in even the poorest Hollywood film. A number of
Chaplin's group scenes are decidedly awkward. In his earlier pictures,

_ Chaplin depended on rapid physical movements and cutting to give_his
comedies their pace and fluidity; his pictures, since the advent of sound,
have lost some of this, despite Chaplin’s free use of the moving camera,
particularly when it is on his own nimble figure. .

Chaplin’s dialogue is not always smooth. When he speaks it himself
it is sharp and right, but when he gives it to others, it is often stiff and even
a little amateurish. Like many mimics—and Chaplin is a superb one—he
depends more upon tone and manner than upon locutions and colloquialism
for naturalness, something which is difficult to convey to other actors. We
cannot, howevet, judge Chaplin’s dialogue on the same basis that we judge
the dialogue in an Andy Hardy picture. Chaplin is intent upon working
for more than verisimilitude or an expeditious method of telling his story.
He is satiric, at the same time freighting his lines with ideas, a difficult
task for even the most skilled of poets or playwrights. He is also interested
in keeping his dialogue spare, allowing more often for the gesture or the
look to convey the essential meaning of a scene. If there is a great deal of
dialogue in a scene, it is usually to prepare the point, rather than make it.

It is difficule for the artist not to be influenced by his critics, and it is
part of Chaplin’s greatness that he has always resisted their efforts to have
him conform. What is perhaps more remarkable about a picture like
Monsienr Verdoux is that Chaplin has also gone beyond that which is ex-
pected of him by his most ardent admirers, a much more difficult thing.

314




Chaplin’s Mé%ieur Verdoux: d’Ussean Q

Chaplin has not played safe, he has not allowed his genius to be frustrated
or extinguished by those forces which seduce men of lesser courage.

This is not to suggest that Monsienr Verdoux is the triumph of a clown
who at last has won his chance to play Hamlet. The social perception in
Chaplin’s pictures has always been acute; his sympathy for the so-called
little man has become axiomatic in any consideration of his work. The Im-
migrant, The Kid, Easy Street, City Lights, Modern Times, The Great Dic-
sator—all of them have expressed a spirit of revolt. However, the revolt in
these pictures differs sharply from the revolt in Monsiexr Verdoux. Here-
tofore, the revolt of the little man with his battered derby, his bent cane
and baggy pants was dictated by instinct. He was running furiously, but like
a squirrel in a cage; his staying power was derived from a native vitality
which seemed inexhaustible. Chaplin's social comment was that of “the sub-
versive primitive”—a phrase Heywood Broun once used in another con-
nection, but which seems particularly apt for describing the merry fatalism
in these early pictures.

But in Monsieur Verdoux, the revolt has been objectified. Chaplin's
little man is no longer the perennial truant wandering the earth, His energy
is undiminished, and his wisdom has grown; he has come of age and is able
to point his finger at those who have for so long kept him a vagabond.
Verdoux comes to understand the causes for his defeat; when he goes to his
death it is not a pathetic conclusion to all that has happened, but a truly
tragic one. ' e
~If comparisons are to be made, then one might go back to the early

René Clair pictures, to which Chaplin frequently has been indebted, or
some of the other French films that have come to us in recent years. One
might also go back to the gangster films of ‘the early Thirties. There, too,
the heroes were depicted as men thoroughly conditioned by their environ-
ment, able to kill without conscience or moral hesitation, In the best of
these films, such as Public Enemy, A Dooruay to Hell, Little Caesar and
Scarface, the heroes remained unsrepentant, their authors refusing to re-
generate them in the accepted bourgeois framework, There was a minimum
of moralizing, just enough to get by the old Hays office, and the blame for
their deeds was aimed directly at society.* But here again Chaplin goes

* It is highly significant that in connection with the Truman Doctrine, Eric Johnst‘on has
issued an order banning any future showings of these early gangster films, ‘and the motion
picture - companies -have complied by withdrawing them from ali theatres, film. libraries,
museums and schools. Violence for violence’s sike in a picture such as The Killers is all right,
but when it is given a social basis, suggesting that our society is at fault, our custodians of

culewre begin to qualify their meaning of the word freedom.

v
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further than any of his predecessors. He has not simply indicted our slums;
he has directed his fury at the very heart of our civilization. Verdoux has
been conditioned by a bank—an institution which forecloses mortgages,
aids in monopolization, offers collateral in an economy that finds it can only
expand by going to war. His tragedy, unlike that of the gangster, is not a
marginal one. His behavior is a comment on those values our socxery
celebrates, not those it cannot but condemn.

It is this, of course, more than anything else, which has disturbed our
critics and enraged those who are more canny about where their interests
lie. And that is why they have lashed back so sharply, not only attacking
Chaplin as an artist, but also as a citizen. They question his politics, his

ationality and his private life; and in Columbus, Ohio, over 350 exhibitors
called on theatre owners, throughout the country to “give serious thought to
the matter of withholding screen time from the film Monsienr Verdoux,”
while the picrure was banned in Memphis, Tennessee. In short, behaving
precisely like the dismal little minds that Chaplin is beating against.

After seeing Monsienr Verdoux the spectator is troubled seriously by
one thing—the picture’s pessimism. It is there; it is unmistakable; and
within the context of the film itself it is not easily answered. Chaplin does
not admit the alcoholic solution suggested by Eugene O'Neill in The Ice-
man Cometh; he does not indulge in any of the metaphysical legerdemain
we find in Sartre’s despair; indeed, because Chaplin has explored his theme
as ruthlessly as Verdoux has carried out his amatory designs, the pessimism
of these two artists seems a little facile. One does not ask for a less ruthless
_ exploration, or a different exploration (always a foolish request), but one
does ask if every individual in the world is as corrupt as Chaplin has made
most of his characters. Are the only good people the very young and the
crippled, and is death their only escape? Is capitalism a cancer that has
infected us all?

Max Lerner, one of the few writers to recognize the film’s extraordinary
brilliance, suggests that the picture's pessimism stems inevitably from
Chaplin's “moral anarchism.” But this is an inaccurate label. The anarchist
is essentially one who sees himself apart from society and above it, subject
neither to its benefits nor its stupidities, heir neither to its laws nor its eco-
nomic pressures. Being essentially a subjective idealist, he 'does not chal-
lenge bourgeois idealism, but presumes to ignore it, placing his own value
above that of society. Chaplin’s emphasis in Monsienr Verdoux is not this.
Chaplin’s concern for society is as great as. his concern for Verdoux. If it
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were not, then Verdoux would not voluntarily have surrendered to the
police and allowed himself to be tried; it was in his power to escape punish-
ment, and thereby express his basic indifference to society; instead, he pre-
ferred to issue a wars® fiety, demonstrating his identity with it and a
concern for its fun¥ T

. The picture’s conclusion is unmistakably. pessimistic, yet audiences ap-
plaud vigorously. Which suggests, from another angle, that though the
' pessimism is there, it is not all-inclusive. One reason, perhaps, is that Chap-

lin’s tone is comic; angehe@eiton is that we are always aware of Chaplin’s
moral vantage poin ism is only pervasive when an audience is
. made to feel that the artist shares his characters' lack of morality; it implies
that things must l_always be as they are ;lepicted, that man’s desire for good
is an illusion. We have no such feeling at the conclusion of Monsieur
Verdoux, anymore than we have such a feeling when we gaze ar Picasso’s
Guernica, similar in that it also is a work of art that expresses a profound re-
vulsion with overpowering force, yet does not leave us depressed. Both are
works of art so permeated with an implacable moral fervor, with a pro-
~ found social indignation, that we know that life can be different
\ But \prerhaps the reason audiences applaud, more than any other,
is that Chaplin is uttering social truths that square with their own know-
ledge of life and which they have long waited to hear. By concentrating
‘on the tragedy of Verdoux, he has been able to draw a ‘transversa) line
.. across the entire grain of our social structure, and without succumbing
_ either to sentimentality or mysticism, he has laid bare the vast contradic-
 tions between the vaunted bourgeois ideal and bourgeois reality. This is a
rare accomplishment at any time, and in our time it calls for cheers,

In his book, My Life and Ars, Stanislavsky tells us that whenever a man
in Russia was depressed, whenever life seemed most dismal, he had but to
remember that at Yasnaya Polyana, Leo Tolstoy was living in his time, and
his spirits would lift. Tolstoy’s art was a beacon light cutting through the
darkness, reminding Russians there was hope. Today, in America, it is not
too much to say that we are grateful to be alive in Chaplin’s time. He is -
indeed our greatest artist. And it is good to know that Monsienr Verdoux
will be seen in Europe and Asia, in South America and Africa, As our
militarists and politicians sow their imperialist hatred, it will serve as a sort
of special ambassador, telling the world that our conscience is not dead,
and that our film art, despite all the efforts of those who control it, has not
been hopelessly degraded.
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Oﬁ%@ Memo;' I UNITED S§3% _::_, GOVERNMENT

'ro : Mr. J. P, Coyno

pATR: September 25, 1947

FROM - :r-‘w’h E. Hilnes \ﬁ‘. Tolson

% . . INFORMATlON CONTAINED. T
SUBJECT: L}4;&1511.‘35’: SPENCER CEAPLINf mg ;A"‘é“??EN ‘S U \lCLAQS‘FmD ' A—

| DATE o BY 12sA Sup/iek
QrR_ '

There ¥¥ attached an original and yellow copy
of a memorandum prepared by me concerning the above~- ' Mr Neas
named individual. In preparing this memorandum, all of , utss Gandy .
the references appearing in the Records Ssotion up wmtil
July 25, 1947, were searched and the pertinent portiona
incorporated 111 the attached memorandum.
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< "Who's Whe® fer 1948-1947 has the fellowing biographical &ata ooncern—
fag Ohaplin: Xe was bera in London, Ingland, om April 16, 1889. 3Beth of his
parents were ia the theatrical Wusiness, e was oducated im pudlic schools ia
London, Bagland, Ne married Mildred Narris ia Londen, Muglani, amd was married
the second time %0 Lita Srey. Of this marriage he has two ehildren, Gharles .
Spencer Ghaplin, Jr., and Sydney., Eeo married his thind vife, Panlette Goddard,
the movie actress, asd vas diverced frem her ia 1M2, _Ne married his fourth
wife, Cona 0'Feill, June 16, 1942, Of this marriage he has one &sughter,
. Geraldine Chaplin. Ne has Besn identified with the theater since he was seven
years of age, as vhich $ime he vas employed in vasudeville and the legitimate
playhouses. Kis first appsarance was a&s Billy, vith ¥illlam Gilette in the play,
fherlock Kelmes, Heo came ¢ the United States with & vaundeville act 42.1010, -
Eis ssreen dobut was made ia 1914 vith the Xeystone 741n Company. In 1915 he was
sonnscted with the Rssanay Cempany amd in 1916 he was conmnected with ihe Mutual
#11n Gorperation. Thereafter, he signed vith the Nev First Sational Ezhiditers |
@ircuit to make eight two-resl piotures for eme thoussad dollars, He thersafter !
 decame a preducer and centrasted his ewn motion picture studios in Rollywood, ‘
* Galiforaia, starring in and directing predueticns of his eva ereaticn. He is nov
= 1 playing and preducing Bis ewn plotures which are distriduted By the United Artists
;' Qorporstien of which ke is & founder mesber, In 1940 he produced *The Oreat
© Dictator?, Ne also has revised varions ether msical and scund variations ef
- X’ sarlier pictures, the latest ene veing, "The Gold Mash®, vhich was prodneed in
O 1942, Ee 13 & memder of the Soclete des Deaux Arts im Paris, France. ¥e was
A _k" decorated with the Chevalier Legion of Noner in France,. Ne is a memder of the
i}\; folloving clubdst Dambs ir Wev Tork and Tuma in Oatalina Island, Califoraia., HEis -
- ..x homs 1s at 1085 formit Drive, Beverly Eills, Califoraia. Nis usiness address -
Fl %i is the Charles Chaplim Studios, 1418 Horth La Brea Avemne, Los Angeles, Galifernir - '

{ : %
] . : ' - - T
H o April 11, 1822, an unidendificd informant veported that a dimner vao %
Ly neld on April 8, 1922, in honor of Upten Binslair at the "Rose Free® im Pasdens,
! ~§mmmu. _Ghe informant advised that Chaplin wae prescut as oneé of the vepreo-
;L1 sentatives of the redical movemsnt in Scuthera Oaliferaia. ()
<. | - o e ,
¢ . O smgust 14, 1922, 1t vas veported that furing Villlas §. Foster's visit
30 Los Angeles, Califeraia, & reseption was given him by Charlie Chaplin, vhich was
attended by many of the *Parloer Bolsheviki®. Assording e a rvepert from the Les L
Angeles Office, Ohaplin Seld Toster that none of the stars had axy use for V111
: 160 -2 7010~ Y (h
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Eayes and said, "Fe are against any kind of ecnoor:hip. « « «% At this receptvn
the great importance of ths moving pictures with their sducation and propaganda

" spreal for the cause of the labor movement together with the revolution was dig-

cussed. BSeveral instances wers sited where radical ideas have been or were going

-$0 be embodied into moving pictures as well as the legitimate plays. The report

contained no utomtion concerning the soyroe of this data, (5;_,3259_1) )
el e - 760 -]37090 " ¥
‘In a report fro- the San Francisco Office on February 10, 1923, it was

| polntod out that the press dispatches from Berlin, Gerssny, dated Jamuary 30, 1920

stated that "The Pravda® printed an enthmsiastic tridbute to Chaplin as a Communist
and friend of humanity im connection with the first production of a Chaplin f1lm
in Rassia, *The Pravda® g.ve a groeat doost o0 "Comrade Charlie” as one of those
shose hurt was on the right side, and, according $o the latest reports from
America, hag Joined the Oommuniat Party.  (61-20-67 p. 32) (V) - '
N In a rcport fro- th I.oo Angoln 0ff1ce on Decesber 14, 1923, Cbhaplin
was identified as being a menber of the "Severance Clud", whose membership con-
sisted of wealthy radicals of $he "Parloi Bolsheviki® type. The membership was
composed of spproximately 200, According to this rsport, this group at its meet-
ings applaudod nnuu, tho !od Tag, and ndo -(ttre-oly radical statements. ' ",
. U Y 61-3006-154 p. 3) ¢ /- /<27~ 4+ ¢
An informant advised en January 15, 1941 that in & mumber of the re- QJ
views made of Chaplin's picture, "The Great Dictator®, it was pointod out that
his closing spoaoh was nothing more than n'btlo Comxunist propagan
_ (61-7566-2197 p. 5 W)
It was learned 6/19/42 that one — said on one occasicn, !
'sure. I'm a registeresd Communist, BSo is Harry Bridges. You take that guy |
Charlis Chaplin. He is a real guy. He is a mexber of the Party. Only a conplo ‘

of weeks ago he gave a speech at a Communist meeting in San Prencisco." The

informant furnishing $his information is not available, (100—137829-5192-(}-2) (,U)

¢ ' An informant advised on ngust 5. 1942, that never in the history
of the Communist Party have ths hidden intellectual membership "thrown all
gaution to the wind and come out in the open for the very things that the Party
is demanding.* He then followed this report with a list of Communist members
who were in this group of intellectuals, and included the name of Charlie
Chaplin in it. 7The informant fnrniohing this information is nnavailable,
(100-3-45 NN (V)

. An informant advissed that on Octobsr 13, 1943, a meeting of ths
Fairfisld Branch of the Communist Party waz held at 1830 Bank Btrast, Baltimore,
Haryland, It was announced at this meeting that ths week of October 24, 1942,
would be Stalingrad Week to boncr the dewfenders of 8talingrad, Bussia, The
announcement indicated that 1t would be olimaxed by a2 muss rally at the Fifth
Regiment Armory, and Chaplin was %0 Be the prinmcipal 3peaker. This informant

is unavailable. (100-3-59-57, p. 43 Conf. Inft.
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fne Gov Tork Eersld Trivams of Octebar 18, 1942, gusted Chaplin as
he was no% coscerned with ths spyread of Commuanien after She war as he

, ie‘nld live on $35,000 a year,

(61,611-210 ps. 22

Ap article iz ¥7he Daily Vorker® of Decemder 21, 1943, L 4

esid the simplest way %0 cosplle the "Honmor Boll of 1942% §ruld be to list Shose
tndividuals attacked by Yestbrook Fagler for their support of the way against
Ritier. On thic 11st would ¥e the »>ae of Crarlie Chaplin snd ethers. The article
$hen attacke Pegler for his sttacks oa Chorlle Chaplin. (10049101 A)‘(U) .

- An inforsant advised that Chaplim may well De & Commmnniet Wt thers
‘would D¢ .no record of bis membership sxeept in the higher cireles of the Com-
. wanist Party., This informasnt fs unavailable. NHowvever, im Shie oonmectien
Bodbert Arao_p. '_ghﬁ alisses, & close assocists of Chaplin, advised that Chaplin
g . was botn & milliomkire and & Communist, Azden eaid Shet Chaplin woald sever
e contacted by & locsl Communist und that he wns comtacied enly by the higher

,  The Los Angeles Timee of Rayoh 2%, 1945, eaid that Rarry Bridges of
She Internstionsl Lomgshoremen and ¥arshoussmen's Unlen of America was %o be
the guest of honor st & dizner on March 34, 1945, at the heme of Dalton Trumbo,
", Comaupist Party member in Beverly Hills, California. David Hanna 8n bl coluan
. §p the Les:Angeles Dally News, vefsrring So $hie party, seid that Chaplin bad
bean 1avited to adtend. T (3”915;2“5' PE- 15) (u) .

Op July 20, 1643, Gerald L. B. Smith gpoke st the Shrims Andl
tn Les 2ngeles, Celiferais. Imring hle sposch be introlused sne &, Allize
Phelpa. Phelps sede & speech and éuring Ghe epessh he weed a lebber he had
written §0 John Hankin, of She HBouse Uneimerican Affalyps be t4oe. 2z &his
1etter be said Chaplinm has a fued sat asids %o be waed %0 bring aliems into
the United States and that Chaplim wag asking for a second front when the war
was going badly for us. Further, he o3:led that Chaplin had spensered Stalin's
Lien xmgtguufr. ) nfun then in Sggthon Califerais. ., ~43816-783, pg.21) ¢ 0)

1% was learmed that when hicders Drisser, s moted maveliat and mesber
of the Comsunist Party, diéd in Desemder, L1945, Cheplin wes present st his funeral
“and read & poem written Wy Drisser. Tote imformant is wnavailable. -
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Ia the Jasuary 19048, lssue of "Cross and the Plag?, a padlication ¥y
Gerald L. X, Sl - .as stated ihat in their pessessica was ss ¢ld ledter
from (haplin which flmunts his devetion S0 the Uommalist sanse snd eontains &
salute to ihs Red Avsy, slosing with the words, "Raesia, the fature is !ﬂﬂ-'(u) :
. " An artlele ia the Yashingion Pesy, Yashingten, B, 8., for Narch 37,
1947, Yy ¥ary Spares, -i~.ted the Sestimony defore the Nouse of Un~Ansrican .
- AfZairs Cemmittes < ¥._.¢ Bamater Jack 3. Tenney ¢f the Califeraia Legislature,
Shairman of the Us-Amsrican Astivitles Gommittes of the Galifernia State
Legislature. ¥The artiecle pointed cut that Temney had mamed Ghaplin as one of

those giving #¢d to the Gemmniats. 6/" 7582- A (U)

: 7 Ga April 18 axd ;, 17, a0 {aformant advised that Chaplin may or
ney 2ot-Be & meaber of the Oommnist Party. Novever, he 1s extremely cooperative
and 1o some extent comirelled By ihe party.  The infermant added that Ohaplin
will alvays go along with the Party and han helped l&'nuhehuy. e fols that
:apitn (t'us fisaneially aided the Cemmnist VWest Osast paper, "the Pesple’s

* Ghaplin 1s reportedly & eless sontact of erbert Jeserh $ivernsn, 3289
. Peyonda Drive, Nellyweed, Califernls, & motion ploture director and astive in |
; intellectual Gommunist oircles. ,pp- 29358/~ 3702 f/af, wb 9 (0) ‘

I _fhe Yorker® for June 8, 1947, and *The Dally Yorker" for June 4, 1047,
sarried articles saying that Qhaplin vas among & large grep of notadles who
urged that the trials of Wagene Deznis, been Josephsen, snd Serhardt Risler, b

 pestponed "in order that they may bave preper $ime to prepare their csse and in
srder §¢ avoid uniue prejudice against them at 8 $ime vhen red-daiting hysteria
48 o0 violent.' 1o - 15877 A ) - : _

An article in the pudlieation, *Ghallenge - The Volae of Youth®, on
July 5, 1947, carried an artisle entitled, *Procesd vith the Witeh Buat®, %Thie
article points cut the resulia of a press conference held by Chaplin en the
secasion of the relsase of his mev film, Monsieur Yordoux", One of the questions
asked of (haplin was, "Hr, Chaplin, are you & Oomamnist sympathiser?" Ko
gnevered, 1 am mot a Communist®. ¥The next guestion was, "Are you a Commanist
sympathiser?® ¥The ansver was, #Phat has to De qualified. 3 do not knov vhat you
mean by Oommanist sympathiser. Paring the war I sympathised with 8rgslia Decanse
Pnosians vere fighting and &ying %o vring vistory Yo the allies.. For that I
have a mezory and I feel that { ove hop ¢hamks. Iin Shat semee, f{ am a sympathiser,®
@haplin was asked, %Aire you & porsonal friend of Bazns Bislert? His ansver was,
fTes, and 1 an very proud of that fact.® Ee vae then asked, "Are you sware ..
1 - 4hat his drether, Cerhardt Eisler, iy & Gommunist agentl® o ihis he replied,
v . 41 kmow mething sdous his brether, 1 knov nething adout wvhether he is & Gommnist
agent. I do knov that Hans Bisler is & fine artist and a great msician and 1 '
an preud $o Ye his friend." . He was then asked, *¥euld 1% makeo any differenée 4f
Nans Bisler were & Commnist?® Kis reply $o Ahis query was, *No'., HNe was then
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asked, "Fould it make any difference {: i -~ e a Soviet agent?* To this
Chaplin replied, *If he werse a spy and . traitor to this country, it probably
would make a difference,” (U) - - : _ ,

EVIDEKCE OF FINANC BUTIONS 10
PARTY BY CHAPLIN —

: In a report- dated Pebruary 5, 1722, on the general radical situation

in the San Pranciseo Distrist, it was pointed out that an unidentified informant
had advised that he had talked with a eouple of men connected with the New Workers
Party regarding Chaplin, They said Chaplin had always been a good contributor

to the'cause.’’  (61-20-18, p. 7) () © - |

The Los Angeles Office in a report dated September &; 1922, pointed out
that information had been received from an unidentified informant on the railroad
strike situation. This informant said that one A. Plotkin, a representative of the
Communist Party, made a speech in Meadow Brook Park, San Bernardino, California.
The report stated that he was reportedly tin;need by Charlie cimplin and Kate =
Crane Garts. 57499 j .L,M 'y ¥ W.f% RIS SR (U)

In a report from the Los Angeles Office dated December 29, 1922, on

tradical schools, the Woman's Shclly Club and the Severance Club were described

as organizations of the so~-called "Pinks” or wParlor Bolshevilki”, These clubs
included many members of Yhe wealthy radical ¢lass as well as a sorinkding of

the so-called, "radical, intellectuals, writers, actors, etc.” Chaplin was auong
them.” These clubs were further described as the financial backers of the Communist,
Socialist, and Anarchist propaganda in Los eles, California. : '

» fnf FHATITSh prORS Los dngeles, 81t199-2, p. 7 (U)

Cn Jarmary 10, 1923, a confidential informant.advised that a $1000
donation was made just befors Christaas in 1922 to the Comsunist Party, USA.
Rowever, no record was made of it and the donor's identity was withheld. The

" 4nformant pointed out, however, that i{ was generally understood that the money
_eams from Chaplin, In this connection, one Communist had advised the inforaant
that Chaplin Aid make it but does not want it to be known, This informant is

" pot available, 6x=2T9=l, /00 — 127090 Yo (-fﬂ\f{). (U)

John Leech, a Communist Party member, in testifying before thé los Angeles
County Grand Jury in 1938, said that during the agr cultural strike in the San Joaqui
Valley in California during 1934, Ella %intar;rcréec d $5C0 from Chaplin, which

was turnaé into a Comm'd_.gt ?grty Striké 'Reli. mbe@. 100-127090-13 (U)

"~ Inforamation was received on Deceaber 19, 1939, that Raphael Rush of 11218

Victory Boulevard, North Hollywood, Calirornia, was an International Comrade, and

. had been placed in ocontact with the movie colony for the purpose of raising funds .

for "A Soviet America to Come®. Assording to the information furnished, Chaplin — .

was one of those who had eontributed liberally. 65167454 i
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- An informant whe was & sexdey of the Russian-American Soclety for Nedical
A1d ¥ Bussia, advised on Desember 1, 1342, that that Soslety had collaborated
with the Russian Var Relief in releing funds Wy selling hand-painted Ghristimas
eards, Of the B,000 cards seld, Chaplia Dought 400, W) o

" I vas learned that David\Myman Jenkins, a Gemmunist in the Narine Oooks

and Stevards Union, 010, of San Fransisee, Potwesn September 20 and 36, 1943, had
yoturned to San Francisco from Los Angeles, Oalifernia, mad jokingly said that
Chaplin had given "na® $1,000. (U) o ‘ -

Nedda noypor'.'!oliyv»l solumnist, vrots in hey column of Decesber 87,
1943, as follows: *From things I have learned, Charlés cuglh wvho eontribtuted
$25,000 $o the Commnist }un}.u‘n.a-a $100 to the M eron,%/‘, /z7a§’0_-13f7/0<®
. ome "Passing Carsvan® of Fedruary 3, 1944, pudlided at 326 Bast B6th
Gtress, Now York Oity, pointed cut Ahat investigation had rought ent ihat Chaplin

bad eonsrituted $80,000 to the Gemmnist Party. J00=-26788 2-2 (U)

rd

, /
3 an informant sdvised on sa uskiown date that OMplin had eontritmted
| $760 to the Baticnal Gounoil of Americsn-Soviet Frieadship, Insorporated. This
4 )" * soures is neV available, @ / e
. .Y 7rem san waidentified cmrﬁ i% was learned tht eDirestion, Imcorporated®
& - af Darlen, Sommsstiny, pudblished the Magasine, *Direption.® ¥he owmers of this
_ un;::o vore :gorid %0 be Commnists. It is komm tht;t the editorial pelicy
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On ingust 22, 1943, Nr, and Mrs, Nikhall Koletosov, the official '
representative of the Sovist Union Notion Plcture Ingustry in the United States,
wers given a reception by the Hational Council of American-Soviet Friendship (AC.i7~
at the Mocambo Club in Hollywood. Chaplin epoke and said, ®There's a great v
deal of good in Commnism. We can use the good and segregate the bdad.” He said

that an understanding Yotwesn *us® would de benmeficial im the postwar peried,

» i 35 .‘“.
‘6;7/]7 - .'W“""“""r"""""“"’ snd—said dhat dn-addition-te what has deen—said-befora, |
Chaplin stated that he was in favor of an exchange of artists between the United

"y -0 Bpates and t%g:nSove,t Union. He said, %I .am not a Commnist, I am just a brokemr-
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_ Pavid Platt in"The Worke 2em.C . . 2

been & warm friend of the Sovist Union ginse 1917, The erticle—sald that Chaplin

wae the first Hollywosd star to come cut for Amr{ca_q;gpy_igg friéndship and

that the ¥ascist press hae been hounding him for #his ever since.
ST " N (31-68496-4) (07

- » '(:u..o( /‘f»-:uif’w;; ’

. §m&?y( MN TJ,AG?-,*_*J»‘,‘
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(of
he sastington Tises-Herald of ipril 8, 1944, i an article by
2d Sulliven, said that had Cheplin lest kis trisl fer violation &f the hite
Siave fufﬂ.e AsS 2nd had he Been dsported, the Russian Consul was authorized
36 turn ever a Seviet plane and take Chaplim 3o Mossow. The effer wes made
by the Russias Censul en 3he Yest Cosst during She course ¢f Chaplin's S$rial.
fhe articls contimmed aad sald thﬂ Ohaplh ud n- -lfo wore stuying hnhn.

F:ml fila rcpruouuun,vha vas abeut So return %o HEmssia.

Oetober 24, 1944 raplin gave & dimmer Sor Xikhail Eolotesov, the ; E Q

{100-5143-29, pz. 17N ;- Lo s fngeles)
Chsaplin, with bis wife, attended a receptior at She Ssviet Vige Consulate

in Los -Aageles on Hoveamber 'I. 1944. l.- honor of thn hnntybuvntb anniversary
of th&ﬁgﬁot

/1 (5?'32&%}‘ .E‘im#Mun as 0&&512:&9\553
/ D {8 Yes .

Mu’un. D. d.,, 88 mm ' 8, 1944. This seurce {s unavailad




| —
AN ] . GaMay 38, 1948, s Angeles Rxaminer repert re
i/ ke party given W"'&ntmth Simonov adeard a Russisn ship. Ghapiin’s phete-

./ greph was in the paper and the ascound vhich appeared undermeathk the phete-
BEE] | craph referred %o sa slleged Femark mede by Chaplia vherein he referred %o Sthe
heaaaas . Uaited States Castoms Officials as She ®Americen Gestape®. While abeard the
gsian ehip, 2 Enesian propaganda £iim extelling the virtmes of the Boviet
gystem and deraling the sapitalist aystom wae ehown.

e A L (100-235707-12) (U)

_ Ae artiele IR W b el gareh I9, o ®
an slleged enterprise by Miles M, Sherover, Mliett Roosevels, aad Ghaplin
40 promete the sale and exhibitiem im $he Vpited States of Boviet films.

C . {100-829-941- pe, %8 23 (U) 3




) ©)

'm Daily Iorhr' of hpru 6, 1943, announsed the fomuu of %he
.., T 'tars] Oeunocil of Ameriesn~Bevies- l‘ﬂnhnp. Incorpsrated, $o promote detter
RNV .masrstanding Detwesn the United States and the USSR, which was sonsidered essential
V' te winniig the nr. It umm.a Ghapl!.n u eae of {hs spenso of ‘nu aev
’ armiutun. PR : . (100-146%4-&6) (.U IR

"!lu hur lorhr' .f lcptuhr 89. 1948 llltl Mnl n sae of tho
o+ 4 of the teath mlmnry of tho hud lutu Soviet mmmp eeurou.
a-mbor 6and 7, 1048, . (100-146964-86) (u) sl D

L Mcordhc to "!h. Mpln mw Iut Coast mu npupapor of th.
Commnist Paity, en Ostoder 23, 1943 Mlh was on the uthﬁ plohu'o co-nittu
of the Fational Oruaetl of. a.mn-imn Friendahip, | |
o . (100-146964-141 , pe.. 30) [C)
. !ho I-ol Audu !hu cf lomhr 11, 1943, carried an article saying
* that a eslebration of the American-Seviet nunon vas %0 be held at the fhrine
- mditerium on Novemder 1§, 1943. Murdiu to iaformatién received Ghaplin was
ochmlcd to bo present, ... . e e R e RS T e I e

N /é‘ ¥me -mmmn Jou . ovenber 16, 1 that the Les
v Aacoln &nncu of American-Soviet Priendship held a uuv at the Ebrine
Mmditoriun on Novesber 16, 1843. At this rally, Ghaplin reportedly msde a

laso contritutien.
(100-146964-141, pg. 2,6) (U)

s L yhotom)h of Chaplin appeared in "The Mly lutor' of Woverber
‘/ 21 uu in nnueuon wvith an articls pointing eut that be, along vith other
lovto pwph, signed & telegran seniing greetings' to tlu American-foviet
_rrma.n;;n hl%y a% m.:: Square ‘:ﬁn ] mt’:::::u n-mm !’n
B 7)1 n otmo elon m—loﬂ '
g e .(100-145954-15 ) ‘
" The m.n Mttu npm- nflnt hat Chaplin was among thu m _
m mnnrod muu vnttd lhtn Soviet Friendship rallies.
T (61~7582-1298, pe. 481) (V)"
Yhese same r-ponn. in n!orrhc te ﬂn Congress of horion-mn

' Mmhhi um Mh as one of the sponserse
- ¥ | P (61—-7582—1298 ve- 1199, 1202) (U)

-—

»)(c




/ tmlla 0» Parsons, satd’ mt the emp ?onlhﬂ‘n tnvuod Mlu. along with
.- athers, to & Russian New Year's party. (39-1088-113, pg. 278) (U) —
-

. On April 38, 1943, qu Yas sbasrved in tttmhuo a% the !'lhm-to
1 Mtor. 1238 North Yine Street, Les Angeles, Califoraia, at a showing of the
Ix Rossisn-sade pioture, 'mm W. sponsored by $he Aurim-twht rmu-

_ V anp. xmrpoutu. ~ . (100.145954-83) (U) : :

E " -w -htmt nn-u v, zm. Joan hm. ﬁh ucsu
of ™y mu Slave Traffie Ast vielation of Ihuh Chaplin was the sudjees, $e1d
- $he Ageats that Chaplia had informsd her $hat he bad bosn offered & position -
- 4n m-hunca-um. ' mun she said hotnubtlunm nuo'thouht
to *ph; back §0 Bozzia.? o (31-68495-172 pa.. 14)( ) -~

P‘/ . ‘zhc ruplu m-u' ot Aprn 18, ). moﬂc& 'S pnn wumu -
e et Koloteser, Sevies fln npmmi ia Vs eommtzy. o peintet
{.(‘ ~4ut that Busais e & plan fer a ceries of programs 4o be civen at ‘Houss
sely Qtaumlorknaulouw..m&pm.lm:pmmulouthtbpio-

kci“ﬂ Of Mlin'l filus, (100-203581-2839 Pee 119) ()

Am- nluuotmm m:mwulvlu 1944, ttlum.
. nﬂ thn & $ribuse $0 Qharles Chaplin as & Thilitant Euomanist® who "sorships
) ;l‘ilmmmtswnmwtwutl . mmumunﬁnwn,
Y8 seabing of the Beviet Oultural Organisatiol dedioated $o0 tha sereen star,
_The meeting vas sponseved | Wy Yoks; a soale to promote suléural’ relations be-
" fween Boviet Russis and ether souatries. Thi feature of the meeting was &
#pssch by Solomon Micheels, moted Russian aefor. Nichoels, Who met (haplil
A: while he was in fhis country, said bis sourage in taki
tud tn bhis putm; areat Blotater”

Iﬂp/, ous that Wﬁ.;!s,.;qg tun. %utm W ‘

|  ‘- ' msopn-mu. ua. um‘:f;?muhrxv —nmm
; of Sode _
u m tfm m‘m mun ke (130-127090—13) (U l'pm oﬁ _
- h mmtmn ™ tb Bow York Pines of Octeber 10. lm. u‘
m lmam ¥ar Relief, Insorpevated, says, *Thoess sminment Americans uk

b!m n hhlf of tla lnnua puplo. “'?-7555-2994)"’“"‘ o tln Mnrﬂmm

: ()

.m. e - | " ) . ’ e
S co%mmu o



aetabor 10 1941, earried amother n&vmtmt

national !ua-uhh‘ canpaign that was ‘1sanched
. 'l:;ch'}l,tnnhod Mh c-n-

] The New York Times of
1‘ of the Rnssisn Var Reljef snd its
" on Ostodber 27, 1941.  The advertissnent was huul

: »:‘%-:n Auriun erm rmu',

o to bo the leading qnchr at the M
ln San rnutuo, g_-litmu u~n ﬂ'.’ 94

Wre 272+ n ey 38,1043, 8 4 atr
, ,d ot & Nans maeting held ai the fhrine Al
,,htoforthohuiumhu-s hrh:hl- , !
“Uo pecple to put wp sach » unutcct tip.ht ut! 1. 'Y m u- _
R tor . mend. frolt.' !Mp lnfomt § avallsdie,
St (100-3~25-191) {Conf. Int
' 'm Dally vmm-ﬁ uf m 27,1942, 1a yoforring to m-,..
17 spat in. hh spesch Ohaplin domanded (1) & secend ‘fyens, (2) sugge
wigtery front of ‘Republicans Meut- Oomminists, dad a

: . Innun ul ltrl lnvh '
_ - (100~37226-4) - (U
Ay the California mm

R Came ¥ovs Latter of dagust 1, 1942, mbdilebed
X ot ﬂu ‘Rnesian Var Relief, “sarried an artisle sdvising $hat the Music Gommittes

,. of the Hollywood Comnittes of Bussian Var Rellef, ucorporated, held & ‘Shontakovic!
"';emcrt tt the home of ¥at Hnton em m 9, 1942, keo:uu u the aArticle

2 'ﬂn butlr Yorker® of Mn\or’i: mz :m" tht n glven
3 A Mna tv the Russisn ¥ar Relief at the Netel Mtnvnh ta Fow Iuk. pointed
“gut Yhat saveral prninut Tussian ardiots and writers sent Chaplin. greetings.

ior Among them were Ilya ‘Shrenborg, Sovied writer; !crpt ‘M evnstelin,” lovht ntor.
T amd Deitrl ‘ShostaXovieh, (08 Aagust B9, 1943, 4t vas Loarned that. Shaplints
P wmtler, Bl anked Onrun for seme. elothes for the Russian’ \hr lonof 'Mlip;_
R $o donate his hunil wit ua polen unds o
e f,;'vahihuog' ;

St ».hwmtnmu-l:nponhmhmnduﬂulmtthv
Artuh frent 0 ¥in ths Var vas formed in Septemder, 1942, fer ths mporied
se of bluu e ‘culturel meetiag. M ‘Caraegie Eall u Fov Yorx Oty on
ARe-honorary. chatnn of this

T mtom 18, 1944, Mo peinted eut fdat ‘Ghaplin ‘was.
C ountnuu The wonnt advisel $hat 'this. ngulnun e & comht fmt

“and one Imnired per sont Oemmunish sonirelled. On Ootober 16, 19432, 9n he
"‘soonsien of this neeting, - Ghaplin was ke "l‘hlipd ‘speaker of the -mm; o
" Se bogan his spesch Yy wmying, "Dear Oonradss. “Yes, T mean cemrades,
 ‘ymé sees the uplﬂcnt Tight the Tassian pecple are ‘patting up, 1t h T
'm coj,mnlists

phunro nml [ 3 ,rlvum to uo tho mﬂ: mmlo . lo m.a

N : . N i “‘
I couégzéw --




N ".':'\\\-'_ .'( e L :« 3
. . SconPNgEirae -

and fifsh eol.mhtl don's waat & mud front ht ! and you 40, Narshal -
®imoshenke, Joseph Stalin, and every self-respecting eitisen in this ceunntry mtn
a seoond frent." He contimed, "I am mot a eitisen and % don't need Ameriean
eitisenship papers, Oitisenship papers don't menn athing, I am a patroit of
mmanity. I am a eitizer of the.yorld. I amnod s Coxamnist, not & Demoerat,
not & Ropublican. I am & paying guest Rers....' During his sprech ke praised
“4 Frenkiin Delens bu‘anlt and uid "I an gra¥ified becsuse he 1- thc maa vho
, otign o ;m-m o m ridges." "Laver ‘an’ !n”h:‘- mmmpxu
* said, "And then thare i -n d the nnnn!m h\k sheut Cemmnisn vhen sne
talks about the sscend frons, Wut dhank God Oommunism {s Mo longer the bugados
- nod u h. ‘¥he are ﬂun Genmniste? Thank N we ‘ar¥e heginaiag and the -
Ane peeple are !o;iualu to understand them.. The Oommmuists 22 >inary - -
i ,’;?“Pl. ﬁ? Q‘?ulvu. o TRy Y Somhh are Mtu. WpAG 25 aa0e A
$ ‘and die 1ike the Musitens sate Sod.% o eencha.a W
' lpneh W mh; 4 ‘4ribate to the three millfon’ hoydle dead of, tovici,huh 'vho
" 4104 whils werwers getting ready.  This same woruthn q;a&m ln tho Icv !o;t
%‘!hu of. Oetohor.l‘?. mz uﬂ PX on the seme date, °

A (100-15«338—4 pese 1,60 -3 (u)

o ;t;nl Qlﬂod on hl] 80 !.Hﬂ tht‘i m Anita h& oonueto& lcr'bort :
Jouph i{beraan, & Commnist and uvtud thlt Dick Collins bad heard Chaplin
sdvecats a ueoml front in Narope the previous sveaing. - e sald hat Chaplin -
~ _wolumteoFsd §p oomtrilute $100 tevard an advertissmant 46 Vo placed 1a trulo &
jpepars W & second front. This informant la met availsble. e (

i e (100-3-25-210) (Tech. on
DR -au mx; Worker' of July 53, 1942, eafd that 60,000 people urged
‘ ; mer.a-, tmnt at a yally in Madison Squrc Purt. Puring thtl rally a speech
W Chaplén wis h‘.loylmnl ‘from Hellywood. During his sppéch he said, "The fate |
~of the Allfed Watiene 4s in the hands of the M&Itn.' !o unn -tronglr -
urged the o af L moml Mt. L _
I " (100—97-“5-A) (u)

TR 3 infcrunt um-a sm u & Seoding #f the lnt Ionywood Bruch
sf the’ Commanist Party of Los Angeles én July 33,1942, an unidentified man led a
" 'dlscussion sesosraing $he secend frent, We Re stated ﬁnt an arttele in the

 S0idinens Fows® of July 33, 1043, earried & Tepert of a spsech made by Chaplin 4

" '49 100,000 persens in Maldisen uuro Garden,  This person stated that during -
M l’ooch Chaplin reporiedly urgel the mnhg ‘of 2 seednd fremt and sald that tb

3 , Miuu ware then sngaged in & defense of Yestom uvulu . q )

y -7 L 100-8-25-216 pe. 3) ( 3. tiec®nee) (U

T crding to informatien received an Beptewder 1, 1942, Redert Travis,

‘Yico rmum of $he Nllimois State Industrial Usten Ceuncll, sent letters o n'
. affiiiated ‘phn 'ng;@plu eopies of & panphlet ox 14104, 'Bomuq will :
T s4ve or Me%, TI¥ was & sopy of & speseh made By Chaplin m phene $4 the mass
- . mesting in Medisen Square Oarden mcittensd Wefors, :.,Mnuu $o this’ tnfomt
ﬁzumwtammnm,mw '"m.ufmt.“ : |

100 3«049 9-33, pE. 19) ! ‘» _:.g:;;-of Ghi. (U) ...;. | *_5-1




It vas learned tht Ghaplin was scheduled 4o mnk Yefere & second front
rally to be held en qumhor 30, 1842, at tho Aud.ow ot Nasic h Philadelphia,
»»!hls-hforunt.h vailab v

cuo ~ fhe Yoiu of h;th' (D

sle in the pu 4
ilh.d Jnly B, 1947, there ia ek Torth tlu remlis of an interview My the
';jprou with Ghupnn. Mu Shis interviev Chaplin, in answer %o a question °
"his var recerd, stated tha$ he had made maxy up«chn #alling fer & secend .
.. fremt, .NHe uid -9% opoke what vas in Sy heart sad in xyy mind md vhat ¥ rm
R 1 ruht. I uppouol otk to Oreat Britain snd the United States.

2 sald we .
.- shonld have a secomd frut.. -1; was ot alena, M';:u Kayshall and rmum

L . On lomhor 1»» ~. 1m lt vae uamd fron - ummm.a uurco tht v,
RE _Joseph | Brodeky, an. lttornq -apd offielal of the International Vorksrs Ordsr,
L -eenfarred with Alexander Trachtenberg, Pirector of Judlications of the aomm
1 Party. - They &iscussed plang for the Termation of a sorporation for a centemplated
<7 ‘raddo ‘station. ¥The same 40 o given this was Poeples. Radio Youndation?, . lrouty
14-,;‘u1& thu ho m conlotod th !nu of Mroctou and eme of them vas ﬂhnpun. o
' - T (e1-7Bal-gm1) (VN
R Dconhor 11 1MS, the Yov York Yor1d Tolegras in an article \v
Frederick Woltman ontltlod. "010. Yank Staff is Paken over by a Pre-Red", pointed

. ot that Chaplin t‘ sne of the financisal Backers of the Peoples Radio Poundation,
“was instrumsntal i having the eorporation sstadiished 1a orhr for tlu oo-um
g#__ﬁ hrw p cot in on tho mt noor of FN rafie \m-ttu. . ’

Al’eopy ef . -uum mnmn hnoun uost um’ at bﬂlo o
{ mmmu on April B8, 1924, desorides Chaplin as. Veolng sympathetis -te "ths

(100-’329561»10-—pgs~5 6)"

7 EERNOR 1
I -
; SRR

g&q Internaticnal Vorkers:sf ihe -loru snd hirtag maxy of fhem to work on his mvti

oo I B 111 T ﬁ Cel _
i§%*§ S ' (61-1936) (u) W e
’;’3 - chnpltn vas liltod. nng thess whe mmu a lhu' a.t ciro'l rutanrnnt
;ﬁ la.!onnrud on November 10, 1841, given ¥y a cenxittes of sponsors unier the

Vriters Gonlttu.

ojp saspices of the American’ co-utn to Save Refugess, W
and Tpdd Mn mmu-lpuhh ALl
: ‘ o +7061<115, . pg 5)
4| ¥ns Daily Norker' of Ootober 19, 1942, waid that the Fbint anttYasotst w
o 5 Refages cmutu wpuld $old a dinner ab tho loul Astor in Nov York 01ty on
u’}iamm £7, 142, as the first major pudlic function based en Tice Prestdent =
S Heliase vy tpuoh. *the Contury of the Oommon Mas®, The purpose vas to alse 7 -
iz "'funds for the rescue frem the Viehy soncentyation €sups, of the Auti-Fasoist
gé‘ : uionhtn, ud yeliuul nguu-. : muyun vas listed an a sponser of m- ’

affady, " o (100-7061-4) (U) o £

U IR e
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W
to Salute sur Inssian Ally" staged

sountries d14n't 8o the same. The

N
0 # ) '&otol on December 3, 1423, in homs
{}"’,\«su-utu of the Massian Yar Relie
X deoseridbed as a Communist. She $81

e . CONFIDENTIAT

On November 35, 1942, an informant advised that the A1) Ghicago Uemmittes

a pregram ia tritute te the Seviet peeple On the

‘ainth snniversary of Amsrican-Seviet relations al 220 Seuih Nichigan Avems, Chicage
Zllinois. OChaplia was introdused and speke. Ne eriticised b anti-Oommmunist
propagands. Ne sald, "Ye are me lenger shocked by Mussian purges. They liquidated
the Guislings and Lavals, and 1% was tec Bad that Ferway, Bangary, and ether

stigme against Inssia ds delng dissolved like

mist in the wn, They say ihey are Sedless pecple. I Shiak they must have steraity
4n their seuls to fight as they are fighting. Anyene who dies for anm ideal must
have & 1it4le eligion, . . Jnssia is Tighting fer Cemsanien and lot's fase 18,
They 1ike the systen.® Vith refersnce is his ewa pelities he said, "They ask »e
what I wvast. I want a shange and den's want the old ol individualism. . o

él’? ragged fer a fév, ragged for maxy.” (100-3-14~1170, pg 40 (. 3isc, Ift.-
— ;}v. ‘\ N . : .

cri, I11.) CU)

| sl
An informant reported that he att a dimner at the Pennsylvania

r of Chaplin givea By the "Arts to Bussls Vook* 7
£, No speke $o & Niss O¢ldsboreugh, vhom:he
d him thay 4:e Bnssian War Rellef was presently

' *pulling strings" in Vashington, D. 0., %o have Chaplin go on a tour of Mnssia,
2 fhe further stated that "Cur friends in £fhe Btate Departreat vill fix it so he

s Rhe same cooperatien Wilki "
== o o cooperation Wikle €4 (100-a7225-200 e— (V)
o ‘gﬂ'ﬁ ;. ¥he infersant advised that during this dimner Chaplin spoks and mads 3

3 ‘many "

pro-Commnist remarks. Ne reportedly said, "W moet do telerant of the

/frf‘//a

Ho deseribed 4% as & Lemmu
V"%he chief finapneisl dacker, Thie

amuary 28, 1945, at the Hotel

Vg S (61-7B62-1421 v CoUhy
“,él ‘fp C An unavailsdle iafermast .m)-ms Slw Nansen® Wns t}_\igld a banquet
e “ y '
w Chaplin, ameng ethers, wenld Yo giver a3 sward.
\ ; ./." . . )
I » . , ,

[/ Passian system. Let's step all this nonsense and evasien and eall it vhat it s «
/.& she Cemsmnist system, aad {hat Cemmuinlet systea {s a very convenient ally. . .
fhey 414 the real fighting for ws, Why sheuld anyone edject to Harry Bridges
. at Barvard because Bridges was & Cozamaist. . N Thy informant said that
Shiplin advocated *4 united fremt® of *foleraace and understanding for Rassia
and the Oommmniet eyston from Thomas Lampat ef ¥all Street %o Harry Bridges of
she 010.7 At ametuer point he sald that 1% was high tims wo shandoned political
and economic projudices against sar best elly, the Boviet Unlon, since cur
ally doss not ebject to onr ewa fdeals and £ me ponto® ,
g (100-%7226-33%, pg. 154 .
G A gmall eireular 4letrituted by $he Americsn-Bnseianm Galfural Association,
y fnsorporated, roflects that in Hovember, 1644, Chaplin was on the )eﬁgﬂ of Homorary

A

Avisera : oM
fanaiad (100-172851-61, pg. 2) (V) __— Y
T On Desember 15, 1944, an informaant advised that She mags ing PHaluie”

was going to be padlished by Loverett Gleascn and ethors 28 134 Eaost 2204 Btfest.
‘ aist iamtellectmal

zazine amd said that Chaplin ves
informand is mot avallables ¢ o

Genmolore in Fev York 0ity, at vhich time

(100-7650-2708, pg. 6 -G..g?\ eﬁ o

J



Z . wmg Moraing Freihelt® fer Jugust 25, 1948, reported that the Trade

A0tatan Committee for Jevish Unity wnld ;mppors & demonstration for Jobs at Nedison

o .. Gardea Mmgost 39, 1045, spensered MW the Yev Terk 010 and Chaplin, with

- 7 etbars, ' ST Y PR

e ‘ - . (100-857-24, pe. 4 (U | o

Y . Om April 23, 148, it was learned that Clara W n 'was astive in the

[ affairs of the American-Bassian Institute of feuthern Californin, and sent &
tad- -.x 30 Chaplin and others imviting then %o Join with ether seledrities in 4
C . _—asg oR imvitailen te Jeseph Davies, fermer United Btates Asbassador 80
Mssia, Tlys Bhreaburg, and Kenstentine §imonoy 46 Reaor Lon Sugeles, Galifernia,
with an American- Bassisn geol-vill vield. his infersant is net availabdle.

7(;/ o (100:£1620-37 pe. 4) [Techy on M u) |

74 A Wlletis published by the oln 1, & Communist sontrolled

/ srganisation, lists Chaplin as s preposed director. () - . I

RIS sthe Daily Werkss® of July 30, 1M3, said \hat Ohaplin vas ene of 800
/" 1abor, religbous, amd sivic leaders vho Joined ia gsending a letter %o Yranklin

Delans Roesevelt em July 29, 1943, urging him te prevent racial sutdreaks and
landing bis stand sgainst discrinination. (44-809-4) (V) ‘

e ¥he Vashington Times-Herald ef Yebruary 10, 1945, satd that Semator

~"Langer, Republican of Sordh Daketa, inmtreduced a Bill galling on the Atierney i

1Genersl to davestigate to deternine if Chaplin should be déported. If the f
“investigation revealed Chaplin vas deportadle, the W¥ill directed Ahe Attorney

General %o inst¥itute yrecesdings towvard (his od, (z1-68496-1) (V)

7A€ Whe Vashizgion Pest of Nay 3, 1947, said SRt Kenrad Dercovicl bad smed

7" ghaplin for one aillion dollars and recevercd $95,000 4n a sait eharging Chaplin

~with plagiarism and bresch of contrast fxvelving the moilsn picturs, "The Oreat
Blotator®s . . . _ (25-42077-8) (V)

-
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¥r. Tolson

ir. E. A. Tamr

ur, Clegg —
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RE: CHARLES SPENCER-CHAPLIN, was — Sy2in1d sy ,
Charlie Chaplin and Charley T
T chaplin

BACKORSUMD

‘ "Emo's Who for 1946-1G47" has the following biographical data soncerning
Chaplin: He was born 1o London, England, on April 16, 17,7 B ih of his
. parsnta were in the theatrical business. Ne was educate. _u pudblic schools in
London, England. He married ¥1ldred Harris in London, England, and wes married
the second time to Lita Grey. Of this marriage be hay two ohildren, Charles
Spencer Chaplin, Jr., snd Sydoney. Chaplin married his third wife, Paulette :
- Coddard, the movie actreas, and was divoresd from har in 1542, Fa married his
fourth wife, Oona D'Neill, June 16, 1943. 0f this marriac . > :7 one daughter, —
 Geraldine Chaplin. Ne has been Sdentified with the theal . wince he was seven
years of age, st which time he was exployed in vandeville and the legitizate ;
playhouses. His first appearance was as Billy, with ¥illiam Gilette in the play,
Sherlock Holmes. He came to the United States with s vaudeville sct in 1910.
His soreen dsbut was made in 1904 with the Keystons Film Cospany. In 1915 he was
connected with the Essanay Company and ia 1916 he was connected with the Nutual
 F4im Corporation. Thersafter, he signed with the New First Kational Exhibitors
. Circuit to make eight two-resl plotures for ope thousand dollars. He thereafter
becane a producer and constructed his owmn sotion pioture stwdiocs in Hollywood, -
California, starring in and directing productions of his owmn creation. He is now
piaying and producing hia own plotures which are distridated by the United Artistis
Corporation of which he 18 & founder mesber. In 1940 he produced "The Great -
" pictator.® He also has revised varinus other musicel and sound vibrations of
sarlier picturss, the latest one being, "The Gold Fush?, which was produced in
1942, He is a member of the Societe des Beaux Arts in Paris, France. He ms
decorated with the Chevalier Leglon of Ronor in France. Yo is a mexber of the
following clubs: Lambs in New York and Tuna in Catalins Island, Californis. (RLs
home is at 1085 Sumaid Drive, Beverly Hills, California.) His business address

A

is the Charles Chaplin Studios, 1416 Norih La Eres Avenuse, Los Angeles, California.
SVIDEXCE OF YIIBERSHIP TH THE COMMUNIST PARTY AMD. S
TIATIOL G118 KROWK COMEUNIS ‘ ~ "

On Pebruary 10, 1923, it ws pointed out that press dispatches frow
Barlin, Oermany, dated January 30, 1923, stated that ®Pravda,” official .
Soviet newspaper, printed an erthugiastic tribute to Chaplin as a Comsuniat
and friend of mmanity in comsciicn yith the first production of & Chaplin
£41m in Rusaia., 9"rravda® gave & great boost to "Comrade Charlie” as one
of those whose heart was on the right side, and, acoording %o the latest
reporta {rom Americs, hed joined the Communist Party. (Fhotostat end trans-

lation of article attacted and marked "%)  (g1.20-67) (V) -

N H .
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On August 6, 1942, it ws clained that pever in the history of the |\
Communist Party have the hidden intellsctual mesbership *thrown all ssution %o
— the wind and come out in the open for the very things that the Party is A
. dezanding.” It was alleged that on a list of Communist membars who Were in /’
this group of intellectuals the nemé of Charlie Chsplin appeared. (100-3-45) W)

_ The’ Bew York Herald Tribune /¢ octobar 18, 1942, quoted Chaplin 88 . -

uylnghnus:;; wmuwmwdm;mp__mnu,_
oould 1ive on $25,000 & year. (61-6211-210, page 2) (U) ~ - -9 AN G S

s O I A
, - ummmmmymmz@orrm-n, 1642, by Sender | ;
Oarlin, said the simplest way to compile the *Homor Roll of 1942 would be %o .
1ist those individuals attacked by Westhrook ‘Pegler for their support of the
war sgainst Hitler. On this 1ist would bs the name of Charlie Chaplin and
others. The article then attacks Pegler for his attacks on Charlie Chaplin.
(Photostat of article attached and marked "B®) (100-49101-4) (U) e

The Los Angeles Tinmes of Narch 23, 1945, ssid that Farry Bridges of |
Ahe International Longshoremen and ¥arehousenen's Union of America was to be AAN
the guest of honor at a dimner on darch 2%, 1945, at the home of Dalton Trumbo,

alleged Communist Party member, in Beverly Hills, Celiformia. Devid Banna in his
column in the Los Angeles Daily News, referring to this party, said that
Chaplin had besn invited to attend. (39-915-2545, page 15) (U)

An article in the’¥ashington Post, Sashington, D. C., for ¥arch 77,
1647, by ¥ary 8pargo, yeported the tastimony before the House Un-Azeriocan %
\ffairs Comaittee of State Senator Jack B, Tenney, Chairman of the Un-American U
Activities Committes of the California State Legislature. The article
pointed out that Tenney had named Chaplin as one of those giving aid to the
Comsmunists. (61-7582-A) (U) o
-~

. L
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Chaplin is reportedly a clese gontast of Fervart Joseph Biderman,
225G Dercnds Irive, Eollyvood, Californis, s moticn picture direster = e
allagedly sctive in {atellectual Commanist oireles. (100-203581 3702 469) ( U)
S T s page

S s¥he Vorker® (the Sundsy editiom of *The Daily ¥orker®) for June 8,
1047, and "The Dally Yorker® (gensrally regarded as the Commuwnist Farty dally °
pews organ) for June 4, 1947, carried articles eaying that Chaplis was among
2 large growp of potablas vho urged that ths trisls of Zugene Dennis, lLeon 6}
Josephson, and Gerberdt Eisler, b postponed *in erder that they may have h

- . proper time to Frepare thelr case and in order to aveld undue prejudiee .
sgainst thex at & time vhen m—u&uu Nysteris is o0 vielent.' (Photostats
| ] a T
of articles attached and sarked *C* and n') (100-18877-4) '0))

. An article in ths pudblication, sChallenge - The Valce of Youth," oa

July B, 1947, carried aa article entitled, *Procesd with the ¥itoh Huat L

This article peints ocut the results of a press conferencs held by Chaplin oa
the occasion of the release of his aev filn, *Nomsiewr Yordoux®, Oms of the
questions asxed of Ohaplin was, *Kr. Chaplin, are you & Cenmunist syspathizer?®
Ee answered, "1 am not a Cosmunist.? %he mext question was, SArs you & N
Communist sympethisert® The answer was. “¥pat has to be qualified. I d 8od
knov what you zmean by Communlst syzpathizer, During the wer I sympathisad v
with Russia decause Russians wvere fighting and dying %o dring victory %o the

~ sllfes, ¥or that 1 have & maaary and 1 foel that I owe her thonks. Ia that
sense, 1 an & synpathizer.* Chaplin was asked, *Ars you e persenal friend of
Rens Eisler?® His ansver was, *Yos, and 1 an very prouvd of that fact.” He
was then asked, "Are you awvars that his »rother, Gsrhardt Zisler, is a Commu-
nist agent?® To ihis he replied, "1 kunov pothing adout nis drother, I
know nothing about whether he is a Communist agent, I &o knov that Hans
Eisler 1s & fine artist and 8 great musician and 1 am proud to de his friend.*
He was then asked, sWould 4% make say éifference 3¢ Hans Yisler were &
Bommunist?® His reply %o this query vas, *¥o.* He was then asked, "¥ould 1%

. meke aRy difference if be wpre s Soviet agent!® To this Chsplin replied, °I1f
iy were 8 Wy e “Areiter W this sty ‘g% provedly wnldmnaffmnu

Jehn Lsech, aa allegsd Communiet Party membder, 4n testifying before
sho Los Angelos Coundy Grand Jury ia 1938, aald that during the sgrisultursl
strike in ths Zan Joaquin Valley ia Californie during 1934, %1la Yinter
soliested £500 frem Ohaplinm, vhich vas turaed imto a Comaunist Party Striks

ﬁﬁuef cmittWo | (100_127090_13) (U)
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Nedda Hopper, Bollywood columnist, wrote in her column of Decesber 27; -
1943, as follows: *From things I have learnad, Charlie Chaplin who eontributed

$25,000 to the Comsunist ceuse and $100 to the Bed Crosg....® SN
SORRERAEE (100-127090-13, page 10) (U)

The "Peasing Caravan® of February 3, 1944, published by Edward ¥,
Atwall, at 326 East 56th Street, New York City, pointed out that investigation
had brought cut that Chaplin had ocontributed £50,000 to the Communist Party.
(A copy of the periodical is attached and marked "E") (100-267852-2) (U)
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ke article 1o the Sew Tork Daily News of March 19, 1947, referred 40 )
an alleged enterprise by Miles i, Sherover, Ellioth Roos v, a8 Caplindo 7"
Cromoto the sele and ehibiticn L the United Sates of Soviet filas,

(100-829-941 page 43) (U) . _ o |

_ -mwxymm'umus.ms..mmmo:w »
. Natie al Council of American-Soviet Friendship, Inoorporated, % proxcts bethar
,msmmmmmmmmumn,m-.mm v
essa-tial to wiming the war, It identi”* < “haplin as one of the spozscrs
‘of the new organizatien, (Mhotostat o -7 310 atteched snd meried *0*) ( 05
(100-14596tl) paily Worker® of Ssptecher 29, 1943, 1ists Chaplin as one of the
evonsars of tbe Lenth adniversiy of the United States Soviet Friedship )
.m,smmnﬂ»(wudnm-&unnwm

marked *B%)  (100-146964-86) () | . o
N scoording 40 "The Feoples Torld,® West Cosst duidy. nowspaper of he At

" cocmmist Party, on October 23, 1943, Chaplin way on the molion pletwe . .o -
coumittes of the Kational Counsil of m&w& Frisndship,

\ The''Los Angeles Times of M%W&Ukld.
»Wms-emmummmhtmmﬂ»uwu v
the Shrine Auditorinz en Novemver 16, 1943, Chaplin was rpporbodly scheduled

Yo be preserte. (o 3371631 pages 9,10) (U)

" ghe califoruis Jewish Voles® of Hovesber 16, 1943, oaid that the |
u-wmmnormmmmmmupwauﬁynmmm ~
Auditoriur on Bovenbes _15, 19:3, At thle rally, Chaplin reportcedly made &

B3 T (100-146964-141 pages 2,6) (U) 5 '
, &Waphofsmpuaappwrd!n'tbonammwdkvmn,
et 19%mmmﬁammmmwtmm,mﬂ@ow v
ﬁmvm psenle, had signed a telsgran eending groetings o the American-Soviet o

3 Frisndship Rally at Madison Square Garden on the provious Thuraday. The

3 subatense wrged close Amsrican-Soviet friendahip. (Fhotoatat of
danbhad and marked ”I“)

A (100-146964-4) ()

ta Aprid 23, 1%39&%%?&%2 wap oheoyvad in allendanse

arte Thesber, 1228 Borth Vine Btreet, 1ss Angelen, talifernia, at &

-be -
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poving of the nuun-.u pleture, "Balsis Deputy,® spensored by the Americsm-
Seviet Priemdship, Kncorperated. (1)) |

.. . Om Jammazy 7, 1044, Jean Bexry, whe alleged tha: . “Ta wae U
father of hor ehild, related that Ghaplin had inforsed hez shat hs had dem
sffered a positicn ia Russia as s Conmissar. Al om0 ¥ime she said b Vold her
he gave soms theught Yo going back $o Messda.® (3 sps05-172- pe. 14) (U) ¢

The Peoplen Yerid® of April 15, 1944, Feperied & yo--2 ‘safermes

" widh Nixhail Kslotesev, Seviet fila repressatative ia s = xo, Ko pelated W

out Shat Bussia has o plun for & series of prograns to 3o given al $he Neuse \
of Ginema Yerkers in Mossov, The April, w.mmnuunm '
productien of Ghaplia's fllms. (100-203581-2639, pe. 119) (D))

" A news relense of Aha Oversess Nows Ageaty on Nay 1, 1044, 8% Naseov,
sald that a tribute %o Gharles Ghaplia as & TMilitaxd Fomanist? whe fwerships

,hﬂu&ptltpam-lum‘nlut 1120,° was paid in Neseov that day ab

s mesting of the Seviet Oultural Organimatien dedicaled $4 the sereen stax.

" ¥he meeting was spensorsd by Veks, & seciety %o promete cmltural relations Ve~

Sveen Soviet Eussia and efher sountries, Fhe feature of the maeting vas &
spesch by Solomon Nishosls, moted Eussiam aster. Nishoels, who med (haplin
while ho was {2 this ssuntry, said his sourege ia faking sa epm aabVi-Tasaish
stand in Mis pleture, "The Great Dietater,” wvas gread. (31-68496-261) (U)

ATYTLIASIONS WATH THE RUSSIAN VAR NELEY v :
. ¥ne September 85, 1941, Lseme of *7he Pesples Vorld' mames Shaplin b}
umufnnoﬂil spensore of $he Russian VEr Relief, Insorporated. )
(100-127050-13) (U ' S , - A
 An sdvertisement in the Wew York ®imes of Getcder 10, 1941, vogarding .
3he Buseisn Yar Relief, Inserperaled, says, "Fhese cainent Amerieans nok your g

balp on dahalf of $ho Russicn psople.”? Chaplin's same gppoaved on ibe edver-
$isemeas. (61-7566-2994) () o '

: he Nov York Pimes of Oetodber 10, 1941, carried anelber plveriinmend
of tho Bussien ¥er Belied and 405 malional fuad-raicing sempeign Sthat was
1sunehed on Gebtoder 27, 1841, The edveriiscmenl wes hoafed, Bussia's Scorched
Barth Calls Vo Amerionn Oreen Ficlde.? Ghaplin was listed as ene of the ~
opomeo¥o.  (100-37226-20 page 19) () R o

\.-' ~
oo

23ko Pooples Vorla® of l@.ﬁ%@@ sehelnled
op % Ghe shon Yoy Relief Helly ab Gbo Sivis =
ciose, Galiforais, oa Koy 16, 1982 (1o3-30m8skis 0y

"The Dally Verker® of Nay 37, 1943, ia reforring %o {his rally
ssid $hat ia My gpessh Chaplis dsmandsd (1) o sescal freat. (3) suggested & . -
aational vistory fremt of Republiesns, Demesrals, sad Oommaists, smd (8) ~
hailed Presidest Recseveld and Nar) Brewder. (100-37226-4) (U) )

18, 1843, sald had

£9%
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| 10 domate his umting m"“ his woolen @Mo:-iﬁgﬁﬁ)me 13))

sustiete are s, ‘Tat ponsense. A poopls wha £ight and die like the
rugelons epproxinate 0od.” He oconcluded his spesch by paying 8 tribute to

bhe mmmuwormwmmmaaﬁuaumagﬂmg
eidy, This aame infer ation eppeared in the New York Timea af Qotober 17,
the sama dote. (4 7ho ~ vat of H,¥, Tmes of
abdoohed end mavked ®g°

ineD.

(100-153338=4% pages 1,6) (,U)
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. *9he Daily Yorker® of July 23, 1942, eaid that 60,000 reople urged
a second front at a rally in Hodison Square Gorden, Durims **''< rilly & ayeech /|
by Cheaplin war tele:honed from Eollywoed. Daring his speec’ e sald, "The fate 0R
of she Allied Nstions is in the hasds of the Communists.® Be then strongly
urged the opening of a seoond front., (Photestas of artiele sdtached snd

marked *I") (100-97-5-4) (V)

In an article in 3he publication, *Challengs - - ~ Lax of Youth,*
pablished July 5, 1947, there is ast forth ths resulds of 1. .oserviev by the
press with Cheplin. During Shis interview Chsplin, ia snsver %0 & question on
his war record, stated that he bad made many spceches calling for s second
froat. HNe said, "I spoke vbat wes i1n my heart and in sy siné end vhat I felt
vae right., 1 appealed botb %o Great Britain and the United States. I 3ald we
should have & seccnd front. 1 was aot alone, Generzl Marshall and Prezident
" Ropsevelt £n¢ othsr pecple it turned out were of tbe same opinion.” (u)

On December 11, 1945, the Hev York ¥orld Telegram in an article by
Yrederick ‘oltzsn entitled, "01d Yank Staff s Teken over By & Fro-Red,*
gointed out that Cheplin as ons of the financis)l backers of the Feoples Redia
Foundstion, wus instrumentsl tn having the cerporstion est:dlished uz & mesns
of snabling the Coamunliss Party tc got in on the grouad flcor of ¥ radio

vrosdaasting. (100-329561-10 pgs. 6, 6) (U)
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ASSOCTATIONS WITH NIt Fils 7JS ORGANIZATIONS

It has Deen slleged that Chaplin was 1isted smong thoss wvho attended
s dinner at Ciro's restaurant ia Hollywood en Noveabder 10, 1941, given By a -
committes of sponsora uader the suspices of the American Committee %o Save
Rgtugess, the Exiled ¥Yriters Committes, and the United States American-Spanish
Ma Coenittes, (100-7061-115, pg. 5} (L) o | o

Phe Daily Yorker® of Octoder 19, 1947, sald thet the Jolnt Anti-
Tasoist Refuges Comadites would hold s dlnner at the Eotel Astor in Few York
City on October £7, 1942, as the first major jubliec fungtlion Sased oz Vice o
President Wallace's speech, "The Ceatiry of the Comson Nan.' The purpose vas U
to ralse funds for the rescus from the Vichy eccncentration eamps, the anti-
Toscist unicalsts, and political refugees. Charlia was listed as s speasor

of this affair. (100-7061-a) (V)

On Bovesver 75, 1942, 1t vas rumered that the %211 Chiocsgo Committes
" to Sslute our Fussiap Ally" staged a program in tribute $o the Soviet zecple on
the niath snniversary of American-3oviet relations at 230 Scuth Hichigan Avenue,
<hieago, Iilinole, Cheplin was introduced and spoke. Ne oritici-ed the anti-
Communiat propagands. He ssid, "¥e are no lenger shogcked Yy Puesian purges. They
liquidated the Suislings and Lavals, spd it waz Vo0 bad that Worvay, Bungery, aad
other countriss didn't do the same. The stigsa agalast Rusein is being dlssolved 1i¢
mist in the sua, They say they are Godless people. I thinl: they mmst hsve sternity
fn their sculs to fight se they are fightiag. Anyome vho dies for an 1derl) must
have s little religion. . . Fussia is fighting for Comrunism and let's face 1t,
They like the systes.” ¥ith reference to his ova politise he snid, %hey avc e
vhat I want, I want s changs aad don't want the old rugged individualiem. . .

) L
ruggsd for a fev, ragged f?r mADY ., (100-3-14-1170- pe. 40) (U)

, A small elrcular distriduted by the American-Fugsian Cultural Al'ﬁoc‘iitian,
Incorporated, reflects that in Hovember, 1944, Chaplin wae on the Bozrd of Honorary
Advisors. (U)

“The Morning Freiheit® (a Jewish language paper reportedly Comsunlietl
somtrollsd) for iugust 25, 1945, reported thet the Trade Union Committee for Jewleh
Unity would sunpert a demonstration for jobe st Mediscam Scuare Barden on ‘ugust X9,
1945, sponsored by the Few York CIC and Chkaplia, with others, (100-8754-24 pe. 4)(U)

.. A belletin pablished by the Adbrahen Tineoln Scheol, a Gommunist
controlled orgenizatlon, 1ists Chaplis as a proposed director. (100-71076011, pz. 17)

CRAZLIE ASD JOAT BEREY T~ CU)
. \J\)qu
. Cnapla's sotivities with ene Joan Berry in 19<3 =2rd 1944, vhber-heve

_beenthe sudject of sonsideradls talk 1n Hollywoed. sep-2e-of-dntersat. [1t v=s
reported bzt Chaplia suthorized his studic $o obtain rallrosd tickets for the
trenevortetion of Josn Berry amd her mother to Bew York, leaving Los Angeles,:
Celifornin, oo Oetober 2, 1942, via the Semte Yo Rallvey. Ee left for Xe- Yerk

himsel? op Ostober 12, 1942, OChaplia tock Derry to dinner in New York seversl
" gimes folloviag his sppecrsace in Kev York on October 16, 1942, st the Artisis

Proot to ¥in the “ar Bally. (U)
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nereafter, Berry returned to the Valdorf Astoris spartast of Chaplin, wiure
the alleged immoral sots Vock place. ohe following dsy Chaplin gave 3erzy

$300 to return to Los Angeles, Califcrnia. She left for Los Angeles on- o
Gotober 26, 1943, Betveen the ime she poturasd to Los Angeles mnd Jamary, T
1943, she allegedly had Numsrous Azysts with Ohaplin. Oa Tobruary 10, 1944,
mm«nw:mummm-nmummxawm

against Chaplin, oharging hin with violation of $he Mann Act 38 Swo eownts.

The first count charged him with Szaasporiing Berry to Nev York, sad the

sesond gount eharged bhim with trensporting hat fvon Nev Tork Vo Les Angeles. . -
Ne was drisd in Los Angales, She s7isl eommensing on Nereh 2, 1944, ad

§  amaing April 4, 1944, 3 hich ¥ine he ws semitted: ;) ss496-173, ser. 238 ()

P -0 SIS, Al .

.0n Tewruary10, 1944, o Foderal Ppead Jury at TS hgdles returned .

" shree indSetments agaiast Cheplin sharging M aad sbhers Wiih viol®lies

of Pitle 13, Section 81, 83 end 88, United Btates Cods, for eonspiring

yiolate the civil iberties of Sosn Bersy. The indlctnents were based on the
astivities of the subjecte abm\ht»mtdlwaulmﬂl. o

M.W\blmwml'romo mewmdmm ,
WO W".mﬂM. “"“mt'WOW .‘

" was scspended on Abe condition that she leave Beverly Rills and poy her hotel
Mils., Judge Griffen hed been sdvised by Ardm Akat Chaplin woudd pay the
Mi1le sad her Sranspertatica $o Zeov York., Thersafisr, on Jemmuary B, 1943,

Ynite secorted Berry So the Srain. Derry retumed to Galiforaia 42
April, 1943, i visited Chaplin's howe OB Moy ¥, 2943, allegedly %o advise
mmtmm-mswu-. AS Shat Sime Tis Purant, slose friemd
of Chaplin, reportedly csllsd the Beverly Eills Folice Departmsat aad
¥ad her resrrested. The folloving dwy Juige Oriffen smbenoed Ber1y %0

Op May 1B, 1944, Todoral Judge 4. ¥. To 0'0onnor dismissed the ,
gharges against Chaplin vhen he vas eivised bty United States Attorney Charled
Sarr She$ Carr hed Yoorived written instractions fwem She Departnent of
Justice to dismiss tshase charges.

| (1-68486-258) (L)

jeae 3, 31843, @ sull wes fi1ed ia the Btate Ceurd 4n Los Angeled
Yy Oertrudo B, Berzy, wothey of Josn Berry, o behalf of Joan Berry's umbora
, lekm U hbmwmwﬂfmwwu for the support of this ghild.
he vas Doyn 63 e °
ne | ‘ T 80 | (31-68496-9-pg. 21, 40) (Boott's address

 wag ehecked fl A in
 pop paternity sulb agw :
/ pminteine effiees b Y86 = 91 Loo J se Puilding, Los

™~ Angeles, California, bas $n his pesss



>< : 'She Yashington Posd for Jaghsh 4, 1945, said Sy the 1os-Angeles
bourt had deslared that Ghaplin was She falber af the Berzy shild,
(31-68496-A) Q})» » S o S
" ¥he Vashiagton ¥ews, Vaabingten, D. G., oa April 9, 1048, sald that -
Chaplin had deen oxdered S0 A7 $735 a vesk for She mipport of the Berry ohild
=Ad §5,000 astorney fess. (31-88496-A) LU) ——

" mixe Gold 1a his solum, *Change W Verld,* in SPhe Datly Yorker'
of January 19, 1940, sald that the peternity mit agsinst Chaplin ¥y Joa
 _Jrvy vos a part of & ssapelgn of sharaster assassination stasied iy S8 SN
Rearst, NeCormiok, and Puscieh Press g_m«ummm .

- Oreat Diotstor,* whieh asgosnsd Etler s Faseeliad. (100-114353-17) W)

C v Dally Vorier® of July 30, 1943, eadd dded Cheplin vas eme of
 Far leber, Teliglous, sad sivis leaders whe Joined i eeading & Jetter %0 -
_<euaXlin mmmud loun;:s auhn », Mn.“:m Ain u )ﬂ'ﬂ _nm _

eutiresks sad lmaing Mo shend agaiast b (ss-a94e5-18) (L)

. | 9ne Veshingten Tiass-Eerald onmm. 1948, said Shat Semstor
, Langer, Bepudliosn of Nerth Dakota, iatzodneed s ¥1l ealling oa the AStornay
‘ /-chul %o investigate to deterwine if Chaplim shouid be deported. If W
Y taveatigotion :ﬂulod Chaplin was mu‘:usu W11 dirested She AStorney
" Yo ine "‘”’“ il bown e $ O (a1-68496-0) w
 he Vashingion Poat of Ny 3, 1947, said Shat Kenrad Bercovicl had
© waed Ohaplin for ens millisn dollars and recovered $95,000 in & sait charging
; B( fhaplis vith plagiarien mmd Yresad of oesirash hntjus the motion plcture,

Grest metater.t (o s2077ea) (U)

4.
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S DATEM:SLBY&M@
N . R@feranoo is made to the. roport of Special Agent
.-dated March 13, 1947, which placed this csse in & pending status mnd son=
tained o lead to follow ehd report the Communist sctivities of this mam.

To date no further informatiecn has besm received at the Buresu, 1t is
requésted that you submit a report at this time briny.ng this onse np-

o

. Rsi‘smco is alse wde to thc Buresu letter dated Boptubor 9, Do
1548, requesting you to rive consideration to recoamending the preparation
of & Security Index Card, To date the Buresu has received no ifnfoimation
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Smrity Index Card advimblo.
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LA 100~-15641

Letter to the Director, 5/8/L8

Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN,
SECURITY MATTER (C)

Embassy in Paris the outrageous deportation proceedings against
HANNS EISLER here, and simultaneously send me copy of protest

"Can you head Committee of French artists to protest the American \
for use heree Greetingst” . (LS)

Editorial comment in the same artiocle by Mre W. R. WILKERSON,
owner of the "Hollywood Reporter,” is as follows:

#rhe wonder to us is that Washington hasn't long ago relieved Mre
CHAPLIN of his privilege of living in this country, working among
us, banking millions of dollers while, at the same time, it
becomes quite obvious that he is not satisfied with the conduct
of our Govermment and continually oriticizes its actionse Why
should such an agitator be given the benefits he has received
here? Why should the picture business be forever burdened with

his actions? Why?" ' : . (Lj>

. An article appeering in the San Francisco ®Argonaut™ of
snuary 2, 1948, also states that CHARLIE CHAPLIN sent the telegram to
PABLO PICASSO, and further guotes the telegram exactly as reported by the
"Hollywood Raporter."(lj‘> '

. Edjtorial comment in the "Argonaut™ in part states as
followss

®14 is high time that this country took drestic action in the
case of CHARLIE CHAPLIN, He is an enemy of American principles,
end, in his private life, he has proved to be a disgrace to all
our moral professions. If he is a Commmnist, conspiring to
overthrow our govermment by force, end the indications are that
he is, proceedings should be taken for his deportation without
d018F.ssssssesesdis cable to PABLO PICASSO should not be over=
lookede He should be given a thorough investigation, and, if
he is revealed to be a dangerous alienm, as well as a most

jmmoral ome, he should be treated accordingly."” (\)}




/e

.

40D

LA 100-~15641

Letter to the Director, 5/8/L8
Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN, -
SECURITY MATTER (C)

advised Special Agent IR 13 office that the text of
the CHAPLIN cable was sent to Mr. WILLIAM WILKERSON, owner of the “geporter”,
from their Paris correspondent, JEAN ROY, Noe« 3 Rue du Colonel Mall,

Paris 17, Francee S stated that the story was reporte” ~

; ‘/@f }D "Hollywood Reporter” exgctly as received fram JEAN ROY in Par’ . W)

It is known to the Los Angeles Office that CHARLES CHAPLIN
resides at 1085 Sumit Drive, Beverly Hills, California, and has two tele-
phones in his residence, The telephone numbers are: Crestview 50525 and
Crestview 50788 The Charles Chaplin Studios are at 1,16 North la Brea,
Hollywood, Californis, where the telephone is Hempstead 2151e (U

caused a check to be made of

Special Employee

ths records

through A thorough check of the records
under the above three telephone numbers feiled to reveal that a tele-
gram had actually been sent to PICASSO on November 21, 1947, GNP has
advigsed Special Employee p that it is very possible thet the above=
mentioned telegram was sent from the Los Angeles Office but that it would
be impossible to locate the telegram unless the exact telephone number
from which the telegram Was gent and the office handling were knowne To
date this source has been unable to produce the text of the telegram from

jnformstion supplied him as to the possible source of the telegrame (U)

elegram was

The referenced letter mentioned that the t
reported to have been sent to France _ _

3 advised on

April 28, 1948, that messages transm aris are not received
by Mackay Radio in Los Angeles, but are actually received by Western Union,
They go by Western Union wire to New York, where they are then turned over
to the Mackay Radio Service, 67 Broad Street, New York City, where they are
in turn radioed to Parise It appears that the referenced telegram cannot
be located in Los Angeles and, further, that the message, regardless of its
place of sending in the United States, would ultimately arrive at the

Mackay Radio in New York City. (U)

It is requested that the New York Office discreetly deter=-

mine through reliable sources if the abovementioned message, which is
reported to have emanated from Los Angeles, November 21, 19,7, at 9:20 P.Me.

~3m




LA 100-15641

Letter to the Director, 5/8/L48
Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN,
SECURITY MATTER (C)

bl

was received at Mackay Radio in New York, and was sctually gsent to PICASSO in
Parise The Bureau and the Los Angeles Office should be advised of the

resultse (U\

Very truly yours,

- R. B, HOOD ¢
Special Agent in Charge
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to this report inasmuch as they reflect his attitude to some extent toward
the United States and toward Communism and persons who are connected with
the Communist movement. (0)

An article appearing in the Los Angeles Examiner on April 11, 1947,
- peflects that on April 10, 1947, CHARLES CHAPLIN made the - '~ -at that,
T haven't become an American citizen because 1 am not a nationalist. -Seventy
per cent of my income is derived from Europe and thirty per cent from the ,
United States. The United States takes one hundred per cent of that income
for taxation purposes.:l am a very ‘good paying guest.® This statement by -
CHAPLIN was made in reply to a question asked by ED SULLIVAN i~ »'.- New York
Daily News column and was asked CHAPLIN ab the above mentl: -~ = .3 conference,

Ariother question propounded by ED SULLIVAN was, "Does CHAPLIN '
prefer democracy as defined by Russian Communism to democracy as it is defined
in the United States?® In reply, CHAPLIN is alleged to have said, 8T am not
touting for any ideology. I am for the progress of the human race. X am for
the little man. I won't enter into any political discussions. I'11l leave
_hat to the men in Washington.® (U) ' o :

On April 14, 1947, the "ypld Express newspaper of Los Angeles
carried an article by the Interna“ shal News Service datelined at New York,
April 14, 1947, reflecting that CHARLES CHAPLIN held a news conference at

the Hotel Gotham in New York. Tn renlv to_the mestinn as o hat he 434 - |
during the war or for the war effort, CHAPLIN replied that he had made speeches

favor of opening a second front in 1942 and made spe?eches st.;ressing un:'!.t.y.
In reply to the question of why he was not interested in becoming an American
citizen and why he was not patriotic to any cout}try, CHAPI_.IN replled.that he
was not a nationalist of any country, that it might be said that he is a
citizen of the world. He then added that he had never voted in h:.sﬂl:.f?
because voting for people and separating them into gx_'oups leads to F?.SClsm. CU)

. In reply 1':0 a question‘, WAre you a Communist or a Conmuni§t{
sympathizer?* CHAPLIN replied in the negative, and then added th;:xt if a
person steps off the curb with his left foot he 1is accused of being a

Communist. (03

In answer to other questions, CHAPLIN stated that he was a very warm
friend of NS EISLER and that he did not know that HANNS was a brother of‘

GERHARDT/ELSLER , the Soviet agente. co

| A newspaper article appeared in the People’s Daily World on April 18,

1947, entitled, wprocesd With the Witch Hunt - CH}}PLIN Receives jthe Press.

This article bears & New York dateline -and was wrlxt,’oen by DAVT, PL&TT. ccord—;
ing to PLATT, CHAPLIN was asked, "Arg you a Communist sympathizer, and CHAPLIK

_replied, "I am not a Communist.™ (U o :

1 /L'G - ey S '
CONFIDENTIAD _/2 AT Tego

L)
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_ CHAPLIN was asked if he was a personal friend of HANNS EISLER and

he replied in the affirmative and stated that he was very proud of the fact.
The same article further relates that CHAPLIN stated that he knew ‘nothing about
HANNS EISLER's brother and does not know whether he is a Communist agent;-- ,
but that he kjgws that HANNS EISLER is a fine artist and a great musician and he
 is proud to ., gis friend; that it would have made no difference to him if he
"had known that EISLER was a Communist, but that had he known HANNS

EISLER were a spy and a traltor to this country, it probably would have made

a difference. (u) - S oL

During the course of this interview, CHAPLIN is reported to have
made the statement that four of his sons, who are citizens, were with PATTON's
Third Army and that although he himself is not a citizen, he did his share to
further the victory of our cause.(Q) T S Y :

The Bureau further advised that the Daily Worker of January 18,
1948, op page 3 of Section 2 carried an article captioned, "Footnote on France
by JO [5SEL." This article stated that PICASSO displayed to KISSEL a
telegram which he had received from CHAPLIN asking PICASSO and his friends
to protest the deportation of HANNS EISLER. The Bureau requested that the
Tos Angeles Office endeavor to determine whether or not CHAPLIN sent the

telegram on the above date.(@}

By letter dated May 8, 1948, from Los Angeles-t'o the Bureau, the
following information regarding the matter of the telegram was forwarded to
the Bureau: ..o S ST ST .

The Hollywood trade paper, "The Hollywood Reporter,” in an article

dated December 11, 1947, stated that on November 27, CHAPLIN sent the
following cable to PAELO PICASSO, a French Communist:

-3- COW)ENTJAD

i
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mGan you head Comnittee of French artists to protest the American
Erbassy in Paris the outrageous deportation proceedings against .
HANNS EISLER here, and simultaneously send me copy of protest
. for usek\x;e. Greetings!® o e S (,U)
Ediv. Jial comment in the same article by Mr. W. R. WLLKERSON, ovmerr
of the “Hollywood Reporter,® is as follows: : o E

- ®The wonder to us is that Washington hasn't long ago relieved Mr.
CHAPLIN of his privilege of living in this country, working among
us, banking millions of dollars while, at the same time, it
becomes quite obvious that he is not satisfied with the conduct
of our Government and continually criticizes its actions. Why
should such an agitator be given the benefits he has received : :

 here? Why should the picture business be forever burdened with (U)
his actions? Why?™ o T ' -

An article appearing in the San Francisco "Argonaut® of January 2,

- 1948, also states that CHARLIE CHAPLIN sent the telégram to PABLO PICASSO,

and further quotes the telegram exactly as reported by the "Hollywood Reporter." ﬂJ)
!

’ Editorial comment in the "Argonaut! in part states as follows:

It is high time that this country took drastic action in the
sase of CHARLIE CHAPLIN. He is an eneumy of American principles;
and, in his private life, he has proved to be a disgrace to all
‘our moral professions. If he is a Communist, conspiring to '

- overthrow our government by force, and the indications are that
he is, proceedings should be taken for his deportation without '
delay....His cable to PABLO PICASSO should not be overlooked. He
should be given a thorough investigation, and, if he is revealed
to be a dangerous alien, as well as a most immoral one, he should
be treated accordingly." :

L)

on April 24, 1948, Informant i advised SA" that
the text of the CHAPLIN cable was sent to the "Reporter® from their Paris :
correspondent, JEAN ROY, 3 Rue du Colonel Mall, Paris 17, France, and that :
it was reported in the wHollywood Reporter® exactly as received from JEAN ROY.(I))

: Tt is known to the Los Angeles Office that CHARIES CHAPLIN resides
at 1085 Summit Drive, Beverly Hills, California, and has two telephones in
' his residence. The telephone numbers are CRestview 5-0525 and CRestview 5-0788.
The Charles Chaplin Studios are at 1416 N. La Brea, Hollywood, California, where
the telephone number is HE. 2151. (U} :
Special Employee S contacted SEEENENNGEGED

who was unable

LONFIPENTIAL

-l -

to furnish any information regarding this telegram. (U) S S

—
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\ Informant @Padvised that messages for transmission to Paris are
received by Western Union in los Angeles and transmitted by Western Union
to New York where they are turned over to the Mackey Radio Servige, 67 Broad
Street, New York, which company then transmits them to Paris. (&’)

. The sollywood Reporter newspaper, issue of December 22, 1947,
_ntained an article stating that ARTHUR KELLY, United Artists Bxecutive
Vice President, has been conferring with representatives of the British
Government and Treasury concerning the intention of CHARIES CHAPLIN to take
up residence in England; that under the British law CHAPLIN, as a British
subject, would find his American holdings subject to seizure by the govern-
ment and convertible into pounds; that CHAPLIN is planning to take up resi-
dence in Argentina if the British deal cannot be made, and that CHAPLIN is
 finished in the United States. (03
An article appearing in the Hollywood Reporter on December 1, 1947,

reflects that CHARLES CHAPLIN has revealed that he has plans to leave the
United States and take up residence in some other country. CHAPLIN is reported
to have said, ®I shall perhaps leave the United States, although it has given
me many moral and material satisfactions, and in the land where I go to end ,
my days I shall try to remerber that I am a man like other men, and that !
!consequently I have a right to the same respect as other men.® Also, "I have
made up my mind to declare war, once and for all, on Hollywood and its
inhabitants.® (UB S

- PENDING -

=2~ . CONFIDENTIAL
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THE NB¥ YORK DIVISION

At New York, New York: Will, as requested by letter dated lay 8,
1948, from los Angeles to the Director, discreetly determine if the telegram
which CHAPLIN is alleged to have transmitted to PABLO PICASSO in France,
and which is reported to have emanated from Los Angeles November 21, 1947,
at 9:20 pem., Was received at Mackey Radio Service in New York and actually
sent to PICASSO in Paris. (U\ A ,

THE 10S ANGELES DIVISION

At Los Ang'eles, California: Will reviéw the file references of the

- Los Angeles Office on HHARLES CHAPLIN and submit a report conta.ining pertinent

information. ( U
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- “_‘SAC I.os Angeles

CHARIES SPENGER CQPLIN, was.
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

o It is é’quested that the Bureau endaavor to obtain the i.nccme ta.x
eturns of GHABLES CHAPLIN for the years begimning 1940 to date. These income
tax returns are desired as it is believed that they will furnish considerab
information regarding donations made by CHAPI.IN to COmmumst. front organlzati ‘

o . The Bureau is also requested to furxnsh the I.os Angeles Office vdth
! any information indicating that in 1922, during a raid of a Communist Party =~

" meeting In the State of Michigan, records were found indicating CHAPLIN was a
. ‘contributor to the Party. It is noted that GERALD L. K. SMITH in a speech .

-made in Los Angeles in June 1945 remarked that. such information had been

. obta.:lned. v . L '
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The Los Angeles “Times" newspaper for Kay 31, 1946 carried an
article headed "Red Viriters Quotes Actors". This article carried a London
dateline ard stated, #KONSTANTIN SINONOV, a Russian journalist, reported from
Neswv York today that Bette Pavis, CHARLES CHAPLIN and Hollywood writers speak
in deep contempt of the slanderous campaign raised by the reactionary press
against the Soviet Union.' The writer said he visited the Actors laboratory
in Hollxwood where a deep interest in the Soviet Union was displayed.(&)

information regarding CHAPLIN'S visit to the Soviet ship on the
above mentioned occasion has pbeen set out in previous reports in this case. (L}
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Information from relisble confidential/sources has indicated
that RUTH BERLAILL is the former mistress of BERTHOLDABRECHT. who was active
in the Free Germany movement and that TED ALLEN {s a Canadian writer ’
vho allegedly was 8 member of the Communist Party and in the United States

Army. (V) | | -
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: - 1niormant reported on November 17, 1943, that CHARLES
CHAPLIN had given %$250,00 to Hussian War Relief at a meeting at the
Shrine Auditorium the previous night,(u) ‘




- 47502719 ¢ ‘ .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION T e

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

__.l__. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion. :

[l Deleted under exemption(s) " with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

0 Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

—___ Pagel(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBIL.

_______ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1 For your information:

(%The lowing number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
éBlHQ j00- 129090 =32 P. ¥
‘ /!

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
- ¥ - DELETED PAGE®) ¥

XXXXXX X  FORTHIS PAGE X
XXXXXX XXKKXXXKXXXXKXXXXXX
XXXXXX

Fai/boy

{ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ -



14 100-15641

Phys

KHEIFETS by Agents
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occasion Agents
believed to be

arty at the home O

QoA CHAPLIN,
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of the Los Angeles Of

£ WMIKHATL KALATOZOV, 4744 Los Feliz Boulevard.

also observed CHARLIE CHAPLIN
his wife, and proceed

d on October 24, 1943 on GREGORI

fice reflected KECIFDTS attended a

< g

leave his home wii . & woman
$0 the KALATOZOV residence.
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\EX ' * In March, 1947, the New York "Da 1y News" newspaper carried
2 an article in which it is set out that Mrs. ALIC OVER has instituted a -
N separation suit against her husband, MILES, and/among other things which

she said publicly was the report that her husband is now interested in a pro-
jected film combine; that he is associated in this project with ELLIOTT
ROOSEVELT.and CHARLES CHAPLIN, and that the purpose of the combine is %o
promote an enterprise for the sale and exhibition in the United States of

motion pictures produced in Soviet Russia.‘(ky)

The Los Angeles "Times" newspaper for March 22, 1947,
in HEBDA HOPPER'S column, entitled "Looking gt Hollywood," contains the
information that ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT and CHARLIE CHAPLIN contemplate combining
business with plsasure in the distribution of Russian films in Anerica;
that this doubtless explains ELLIOTT'S recent Visit to Wogcow; that CHAPLIN
. denies he is mixed up with BLLIOTT ROOSEVELT in buainess. Q)
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B. STEVE NELSON, was.

7 [
" On December 18, 1940, Intormant M@ informed SA's WD
and that he overheard a conversation between WINIFRED EADES

X%ALES and STEVEXNELSON, which took place on that date at the offices of the

fnited America Spam.sh Aid Committee at 87 McAllister Street, San Francisco.
STEVE NELSON wanted WINIFRED BATES to step out of the office for a moment in
order that he might speak to her and be gure of privacy. BAIES informed
STEVE +that it would be satisfactory for Mim to speak to her in the office.
NELSON * then spoke in a tone indicating fauthority and a position on his part
to issue orders to her. The substance pf the conversation was that the
Communist Farty wanted BATES to go to Jos Angeles and contact the movie colony
: \<n order to obtain money for the Co t Party. During the conversation

NELSON was heard to state that MELVYNMDOUGLAS might still be sympathetic to
the Party and that CHARLZS CHAPLIN ard DORO ARKER shoul_d be contacted. m Zd)

At the tlme of this conversation WINIFRED BATES was U
Executive Secretary for the United Spanish-American Aid Committee, and
STeVc NELSON was Secreta g‘ of the Cammunist Party, 13th Uistrict, San Francisco

~~. County, U. 3. A.,

v,

“ . NEONILAMAGIDOFF, was.

N

R ; | | O
\“\' \‘ In the sarly part of 1945, Informant -adwfised' that A 'LD
. -G MAGIDOFF and PAU%QGIDOFF, father-in-law and brother-in-law of NEONILS,
< \both redided at 220 West/107th S treet, New York City, and that both of them are
R

N
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occcasionally visited by _Ij_E_Ql!I,L.A,MAGI.IDEE. Mrs. CHARLE 1AGiDOFF has shown
x ictures to info t of NEONILA, together v’ . TIARLEJ CHAPLIN, KAY
W

FRANCES, and MAR ICKFORD. g @U

D. LUBOMIRYCINHART

In September, 1945, the Los Angeles Office received informa-
tion from the Bureau to the effect that LUBOMIR LINHART, a known Communist r
and Director -of the Czech film industry, was en route to Hollywood where he” 2 D
would spend approximately five days as a guest of ERI OHNSTON. Informant HEEE.

sdvised that LINHART evidenced grest interest in meeting CHARLES CHAPLIN;@W (@,

On September 26, 1946, a physical surveillance by Los Angeles

agents revealed thet LINHART proceeded to the home ofW’Iﬁ&jS’hE
Hillside Drive. Agents thereafter observed CH S CHAPLIN end his wife, OONA

CHAPLIN, in this zesidence, followed Dy HANN ISLER and, PAUL MY ROSENFELD,
an attorney fc%;ic Corporation of America. \) c

Ao
advised that LINHART informed him that he, —~

Informant
LINHART, was to see CHAPLIN on +he morning of September 28, 1946, and that

{ & man who he believes was CHAPLIN contacted LI%T in his hotel room, vwhere

Vv

SN
NS ‘l\ they spent approximately three hours together.

o ;“ﬂ\ o A check of the telephone calls of LINHART from the Hollywood
\“\\ N \Pjaza Hotel where he stayed reflected that on September 28, 1946, he mede a
7 < call to the CHARLES CHAPLIN Studio, 1416 North La Brea. Q & \) %
§ s o
Yol
L CONFIDENTIAL,

N | -20-
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1 Informent

" 4n the New York Office
numbers from her addre

made available a 1
ss book, which cont

pumber of CHARLES CHAPLIN. (Ly) :

advised that a hfghly confidential source ‘ﬂé'/‘,D

jet of address and telephone
ained the address and telephone

1II. CHARLES CHAPLIN‘S CONTACTS WITH COMMUNISTS AND COMMURIST

FRONT ORGANIZATI

ONS

. :3 ’ Inform
\N§<HOW&BM»L§E§ON, who is

Wgpoke to Mre. ELEWR

h)writer in Hollywood.-

~

Her husband, THEODORE

ant BB advised th
one of the leading
ETSER relative to 8

)(‘SKEISER , was a memb

LAWSON advised Mrs.

‘;_‘rcad a speech at the funeral.(03

A

- .
at on December 31, 1945, JOHN L /’D
Communists in the Hollywood area,
rranging for her husband's funeral.

er of tieCommunist Party end a

DREISER that CHARLES CHAPLIN would



/-~y
On January 15, 1946, Informant @iBedvised that JOHN j ’D
HOWARD LAWSON stated DREISER'S funeral was a stuffy affair; that the uld
not allow any political talk; tnat CHARLES CHAPLIN read a poem, and he,
LAWSON, brought out some political idea, but it was not in the nature of a
mass ai‘fair.(u) . ‘

Phe Los Angeles "Times" newspaper for January 4, 1946,
carried an article stating that funersl services for THEODORE DREISER, age T, a
novelist who died at his home, 1015 Kings Road, on December &, 1055, were
conducted on January 3, 1946, at the Church of the Recessional at Forest
Lawvn; that a feature of the service was a reading by CHARLES CHAPLIN of
DREISER'S own poem, "The Road I Came ," taken from a 1ittle known book of
free verse which DREISER penned. (U} ' ‘

r
’ On February 2, 1947, Informant S reported that LE%VER 'é/ / I:
end JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, in discussing a meeting the nature of which the

informsent was unable to ascertain, indicated that CHAPLIN would be present. (U)

N Mo On January 11, 1945, w -6
) ZAGOLDEN,-who was in Los Angeles for the purpose o reorganizing the,

IPRIDCES | _Defense Committee, spoke to JOHN HOWARD LAWSON and told him that™
fere would be a meeting on the following night at CHARLIE CHAPLIN'S house.
Agents of the Los Angeles Office conducted s surveillance of CHAPLIN'S

house on the following night and no meeting was observed to have taken place
st his house. In this connection, it is noted that CHARLE TZ, Los Angeles
sttorney, was active at this time in the reorganizstion oY the BRIDGES'
Defense Committee, and it is possible that Informant -meant 2 neeting
would be held at CHARLES KATZ' house, rather than at CHARLES CHAPLIN'S. (U>

~
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o September 8, 1947, the Hollywood CitiZens' News published
an article stating that-on September T, 1947, the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Commitiee held a ral];%f;n the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles at vhich

PAULMIUSTIG and JAMESYLUSTIG, & C10 Internstional organizer and one of the:

’% eleven directors of the J.A.F.R.C, who vere convicted of contempt of Congress,
3] were among the speaskers. The article stated that among the sponsors for this
< rally were Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES CHAPLIN. (U) S -
o On October 28, 1947, Informant P advised that
\?\ of the¥Joint Anti-Fescist Refugee Committee, informed Mrs. PAU
~ that many of the people they went to come to their November 8th meeting will
" still be in Weshington. RUTH asked Mrs. HENRTED to ask all her friends to
~ come and to use her influence to bring CHARLES CHAPLIN and CHARLE UGHTON.
\\Q -~ Mrs. HENREID informed RUTH that she would do this and offered hef help in any
~ . way that she could. (U)
N N . y
- / On October 29, 1947, SRS informent advised that ELEIL..-“?VP
~ k\ FISHER, Executive Secretary of the JAFRC, indicated that the "CHAPLINS"
% . ‘and others were coming to their affailr. (UB

4
~

. It is noted that the above meeting mentioned by EELEN FISHER
is no do a cocktail party held on November 8th by the JAFRC for
S \\\\\ 0. JOHW, O0GGE, who was making speeches on the West Coast under the sponsor-
e sip of the J.A.F.R.C. ()
\ The Los Angeles files fail to reflect any information indicating
\  that CHARLES CHAPLIN did actuelly attend the above-mentioned cocktail party

\ . sponsored by the J.A.F.R.C., vhich was held on November 8, 1947. v

P

”

[N
o

T\)( According to Informantfjjiii# on October 21, 1944, CHARLES _ »é) @
\\CHAPLIN, Jr., ettempted to locate his father at th%ﬂzssiag-American__Club. (LD

On Octdber 31, 1945, informant repo‘fted that WALTER “TAYLOR
) of the Russian-American Club, sdvised him that CHARLES CHAPLIN and other
;\g\ollywood personalities, would attend the benefit party the next week, (03

23-  CONRENTIAY




o On March 3, 1947, Informant fillPreported that the ’@‘7/'-
American-Russian Institute bhad plenned en affair which conflicted in :
dete with & showing of the Russian picture "Stone Flower ," which
EUF™™ "MANTSEV of jhe Russian Vice Consulate had planned. Informant
_{thet BELLEJOUBNOFF was going to ask CHARLES CHAPLIN to be the
guest speaker at the ARI affair, and in view of the conflict was invited
to the Vice Consulate to discuss tne matter vith TUMANTSEV. (U}

"i{nformant reported that according to a woman ,@’]p
at the American-Russian Institute who was pot known to the informant, the
"CHAPLINS" vere considered as members of a nest of Communists in Hollywood. ( 3
On March 3, 1947, the informant reported that BELLE DUBNOFF of the
ARI sdvised TUMANTSEV that according to CBAPLIN'S secretary, CHAPLIN was
jnterested in the Institute and desired to know everything that goes on
concerning it. (U}

v .
Confidential Iinformant P sdvised on February 2k, 1945, /éZIZD
Jhat CHARLES CHAPLIN was scheduled to attend dinper at the home of
-the woman believed by informant to be Mrs. BERTHOLD VIFRTEL on the
following date. Informant reported on March 10, 1945, that Mrs. VIERIEL
was scheduled w0 aivtend dinner at the CHAPLIN'S home on that date. On '
April.l3, 1945, according to the informant, the CHAPLINS vere extended
an invitation by MRS. VIERTEL to have dinner with her the following
Saturday night, which invitation the CHAPLINS accepted. (0\)

N It is noted that BERTHOLBAVIERTEL is & writer and was active
in th \free German movement in the Los An eles area. (D)
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: . The "California Eagie" newspaper on December 18, 1942, on
page 2B, carried an article which described a dinner held in honor of

CHARLES CHAPLIN on December 3, 1942, at th otel Pennsylvania in New York
"‘arts to Russia Week;" ' that the

City; that the dinner was ‘also in honor o
dinner was sponsored hv " % *" s Committee /for Russian War Relief. This ' /67 P
information was obta’ - ..um Informant (D (U\ ‘

Informant P edvised that the People's "Daily World" of ,g,ZD
July 24, 1942, rejorted that CHARLFS CHAPLIN made a gsecond front speech
which was relayed by specisl NBC wire from.HoJ,lyvoo’d, Celifornia, to a
war rally in Madison Square Garden, New York City; that CHAPLIN, among
other things, stated, "We cannot afford to lose Russia for that front line

of democracy; Wwhen our civilization is crumbling around our feet, we have
got to take a chance; vwhat are we waiting for when the situation is so

desperate in Russia.” (U}

‘ . y
Informant gl advised that on September 7, 1943, THOMAS L. 4‘ nb
HARRIS, National Secretary for the *N__gj._j,pgal_ggunc_i}‘o XA erican-Soviel _

_Friendship, Incorporated, had lunch with en individusl hemed HERB:
. sthat during the luncheon RESNER remarked that CBARLES CHAPLIN on/One occasion,
1 .\f h only three or four days' notice, substituted as a speaker for JOSEPH.E. .
\{ DAVIES. when DAVIES hed to cancel his engagement; that CBAPLIN made a great

‘E speech and a successful meeting was had. RESNER then suggested that perhaps

¥ CHAPLIN should be obteined for another meeting at San Francisco. (U

Q,

t the "People's World" for May 16, 1942, carried
HARLES CHAPLIN was to speak on the follaowing
that he had agreed to appear
he Soviet Union, who

) It is noted tha
an article vwhich stated that C
Monday in San Francisco for R'gis_;,arg_)}gg;gej_._i_ej 3.
at the request of JOSEPH DAVIES, former Ambassador to t
was unable to speak because of illness. (0

_ ‘Informant P advised on Octover 23, 1943, that he observed ﬁ 12
: . the personal effects of JOSEPH NORTH of the magazingX New Masses,” which

~ |\ effects contained a list of names, apparently of contributors and pre-
\k; sumably to the "New Masses,” and on this list, under the heading, "Hollywood'

Suggestions,” appeared a number of names including that of CHARLES CHAPLIN. (U)

NN \‘\ Informentyiiii furnished information that in the Spring of 7 ...
b % 1944 CHARLES CHAPLIN contributed $750.00 to t National Council of U f}Ap
™ N\~ Americen-Soviet Friendship, Inco orated. : nantdeti
- K ~\\§\\ B » “ wcmm.-uu~?-:_-~4‘vs“r.-.!i;‘r‘&* (U) .

QN '
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Informent @l reported that among the personal effects of /P
ans a letter dated October 1k, 1942, addressed to EISLER by the
secretary of CHARLES CHAPLIN, advising that an ~»7 ‘intment with EISLER could
not be made inasmuch as CHAPLIN was in New =~ .« .he same informant advised
that CHAPLIN, emong others, was contacted as a consultant concerning a music
project being conducted by HANNS EISLER for the Rockefeller Foundation through
the New School of Social Research. (U\ : '
- . . !

{nformant advised that CHAPLIN'S name also appeared "{1 12
in HANNS EISLER'S address book. (|)) | |

Informant @ iv April, 1946, advised that a check of the ,,é "
telephone toll calls made from the home of LION FEUCHIWANGER during 1945
reflected that FEUCHTWANGER called CEARLES CHAPLIN'S™ Tesidénce on three
occasions in August, 1945, and on two occasions on October 30, 1945. It
will be recalled that LION FEUCHTWANGER 1is a vriter and was extremely active
in the Free German movement. (U) :

concerning a conversation between WA ALT and GEORG PPER, both
. of whom are members of the Communist Party. fhese men were iscussing plans
-1 for hglding meetings to discuss forthcoming heerings in Washington, D.C.,
v ¥ the THOMAS Committee. This discussion indicated that one meeting was
~: to be held at the home of EIWARD (%\%OBINSON on October 2, 1947. PEPPER
\

Q’\ ! On October 1, 1947, 1nformat10niyas received tggg Informant Ln P
N

remarked that he had called CHAPLIN'S home to see if CHAPLIN could attend the

ROBINSON meeting; that he was certain CHEAPLIN hed eccepted, but the individual

who answered posed as CHAPLIN'S butler and offered to deliver a message to him.

PEPPER stated he told the individual that he couldn't give the message over

\ the telephone but it didn't relate to a social gathering or a money-raising
affair, but the event was to take place next month. The person at the CHAPLIN

residence stated he understood and would be glad tﬁ ‘Pelp out. (03

; ] ),
\Q On December 2, 1947, Informasnt S =dvised SA's NGNS .zC/‘ 7E_
-.. and [NEEY thot HOWARDARUSHMORE at t time he was

business manager for the "Daily Worker," and when LOUISXBUDENZ was managing
"+ editor, was present on one occasion when CHARLES CHAPLIN paid his membership
dues to the Communist Party. (UB ‘ ' '

%

N
SR
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On October 22, 1947, Informant @y testified before +he House
Un—American Activities Committee hearing in Washington, De C. He Saw
once héld a card in the Communist Party but resigned. He stated that C
CHAPLIN and EDWARD G. ROBINSON actors, were "sacred cows" to the "Daily
Horker® and their pictures had to be placed whether they were good or bad
by the"Daily Worker." (U)

| A

Informent (@ on April 18 and 2, 1947, furnished i~ . =v.on
that in his opinion CHARLES CEAPLIN may or may not be a member of the Communist
Party, however, he is extremely cooperative and to some extent controlled
by the Party. He will always go along with the Party. He has helped the
Party financially. Informant felt that CHAPLIN financially aided the West
Cozst Communist daily newspaper and that this paper could not be self-
supporting and had to be essisted, (U :

On March 30, 1948,»thexg§$$ugeles ﬁTimes'! newspaper ca.rfied an

14 100-15641

LD

article which stated that Semator G AYLOR, HENRY A. TILLIACE!S Vice
Presidential running mate, addressed 4 "rally for peace! in Gilmore Stadium
on iarch 29, 1948, which rally was sponsored by the Progressive Citizens of
America, the Independent Progressive Party of California, and other organiza-
tions; hat a plea for contributions was made to aid the Third Party by
HARPER{POULSON,, Southern California Director of the Independent Progressive
Party.. POULSON later armounced the names of contributors as these contri-
butions were brought forwerd to the platform. He announced a contribution of
$500,00, received from CHARLES cHaPLIN. (V)

Informant - on April 15, 1948, 2lso furnished information _Q'“} D
relative to the above contribution by CHLRIES CHAPLIN. (\)) o

The "California Eagle" newspaper jssug of June 12, 1947, carried
an article stating that CHARLES CHAPLIN during t % veek joined many leading
citizens in calling upon Attorney General TOM CIYRK 4o postpone the contempt
of the THOMAS RANKIN Committee trials of EUCERERDENNIS, General Secretary

of the Communist Party, and more than two scord other defendants including
LEON WOSEPHSON, GERHARDINEESLER and mﬁmsmm, Cheirman of the

formér National Federation for Constit ignal Liberties. The peper states
that all of these »persons are anti-Fascists and proven friends of the Negro
and other minority groupss. The rcason for the requested delay of the trials
was to give these individuals timc to prepare their cases to avoid undue
prejudice against them at 2 time vhen red-baiting history was SO violent. (LD

L

CONPYEENTIAL,



£}

F

LN

LA 100-15641 CONFIRENTIAL

The May 17, 1948, issue of the Los Angeles "Times" carried
an article regarding the visit of HENRY A. WALLACE to the Los Angeles area
in May, 1948. The article stated that HENRY A. CE held a campaign meeting
at the Beverly Hills home of film director WILL , 1121 Summit Drive,
and that actor CHARLES CHAPLIN and his wife were seen leaving the WYLER home
about 1 A. M. on May 17, 1948, strolling down . the hill to their residence.

Among others present at this meeting, accordl to thevneégpa er article,
,,vzre EDWARD G. ROBINSON, PAULKENREID, BUR;{ﬁ2§CASTER, LARR »ADLER, FRITZ

G, and CHARLES XIDOR. V)~ ‘
I?g:yént @ :ivised that he overheard two girls diﬁcussing,g"'ZD

sctivities of the\{AMmerican Youth for Democracy and one of the girls stated
that she had to to see CHARLIE CHAPLIN for money. She made the statement
that "they" told ber to stress that "we" (AYD) are very much in favor of the
Soviet Union. The girl remarked that he (CHAPLIN) must be a 11beral.([j>

. Los Angeles, California, in which he stated that in 1922, JOBEN EDGAR HOOVER,
who was then not head of the F.B.I. but just & leg man, a good investigator,

N \\ ' On June 12, 1945, GERALD L. x}@mm gave a speech in
\

uncovered a meeting place of a bunch of Communists in secret meeting. SMITH
added that it wes a crime then to be a Communist and that the Communiats had
'to meet in the backwoods or behind the sand dunes; that HOOVER had 17 of-
these Communists arrested and they found officiasl lists, papers and names
of people buried in the ground; that the investigators dug up & barrel and
exposed a list of persons who contributed to the Communist Party in 1922;
thet included among them was the name of CHARLIE CHAPLIN. (U\

N
N Y
3

c.

IV, MISCELLANEOUS

N The Los Angeles "Examiner" newspaper for October 23, 1945,

N
. 5; ‘
__ when they were observing tactics used in the picket line during the mass

\
3% ™Learried a picture of CHARLES CHAPLIN and two other individuals photographed
\Q : picketing at Paramount Studios during the film strike in 19’45.(U)
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In a publication entitled "Unbiased Opinions', published by the
Fox Test Coast Theaters, there 125 a review made of CHLRLES CHLPLIN'S latest
£ilm "Yonsicur Verdoux®, vhich review was made by the Southern Gzl ifornia
Hobion Picturc Council. The review in part states #Dangerous and destruct-
jye arc the theories advanced (by the picturc) that socicty owss one confort,
sccurity, cven lwaury and thet crime committed for love of family or beeause
of nced mekes the perpetration an object of sympathy and forgivable.
BExonerating the individual and blaming society for 21l evils is a very wrong
kind of philosophy." (U)

on June 23, 1948, the writer interviewed MARSHLL E. KIDDER of
Tmnigration and Naturalization Service in 1os Lngeles, Celifornia, who
advised thet on April 17, 1948 CHLRLES CHLPLIN was jmtcrviewed undcr oath
by Inspector JOHIY P. BOYD of I.N.S. in comcction with CHAPLIN'S applicatjion
for o reentry permit. Mr. KIDIER stated that this spplication was approved
and that the Immigration Office in Los ingeles holds a reentry permit for
 CHAPLIV but that CHLPLIY hes not as yct picked it up. The file at the
T.l.S. Office contains a lengthy typevritten statoment taken from CHAPLIN
at the time he was intervieved by Inspector BOYD. Mr. XIDDER stated they
have only one copy of this statement and that he could not make it or copies
of it available to the Los ingeles Office, but that he had no doubt that a
copy could be obtained from the Irmigration Service in Washington, D. Ce
Tn view of the lengthy nature of the statement, no jnformation contained in
it w7ill be set out until the complete statenent has been obtained at a later

datc. (U)

- Mr. KIDDER stated that CHAPLIN would not sign this statement
but he, KIDDER, stated that prior to releasing the reentry permit CHiPLIN'S
signaturc would be obtained. (U)

It vas noted that RICH A\GOLD'L.ITER was CHARLES CHLPLIN'S
attorney during his ncgotiations for a rdentry pernit. KIDDER further remarked
that I.l1.5. is not 2t the prescnt time considering deportation proceedings
against CH.PLIM, meinly for the reason that he does not fcel that there arc
any legal grounds for deporting him inosnuch as the statutory grounds for
deportation require that an individual must admit, or be found guilty of,

a deportable crime. (U)

~29—
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On May 29, 191_&, Informaht vi that PAULI!@X‘HWBER), 4 'ZD
a memr-r of the Communist Party, talked to BIL MERLNCE) regarding a

party - . L. —uDGaY, June 4, 1946 aboard a Russian vessel, and sbout an article
which eppezred in the “Examiner", Los Angeles nevwspaper, and IAUBER said she
thinks they (Hollywood Independent Citizens' Committee) should issuc 2 statement
regarding TENREZ 'S s nvestigatiensRILL POMERANCE said he thinks they should

not do a thing until (JOHN) GARFIELD ind (CHARIES) CHAPLIN como through with

money °~7 , statefrenks b v6s. BILL said he is unhappy &t entertain-
jng s* .. -4gwf€S When they (themselves) are the ones “ho desire the work. He

suggests that she use offer of help to blackmsil GLARFIEID and CHAPLIN for
moneye (03

~-PENDIRG-
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ADMINISTRATIVE

‘tnformant P on August 4-6, 1947, advised SA's o
and GENEREEER® :t spproximately two years after the
release of the motion _.ciure "The Great Dictator ," one of the Soviet .
Vice Consuls in Los Angeles, name not ‘recalled, telephonically contacted
BORI}%RROS end stated that they (the Soviets) wanted to get the righte
to tHis motion picture but NYAPLIN wunted $100,000. The Vice Consul is
alleged to have asked BORIS 4WURROS if he was close enough to CHARLES CHAPLIN
to see if he could get 1t-y.eaper and BORIS MORROS 1s slleged to have answered
that he was not that well acquainted with CHAPLIN and could not handle the’

degl. (\D

Infornant GMMhas furnished informstion indicating that A
BORIS MORROS is acquainted with CHARLES CHAPLIN, but that the acquaintance-
ship does not seem to be of an intimate nature. (U\ ' :

This material is reported on the Administrative page in order

: not to Jeopdrdizc the separate investigetion concerning BORIS MORROS being
1 cpnducted by the Los Angeles Office.'(o) .

!‘ -".
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THE NEW YORK DIVISION

AT NEW YORK CITY, will intervicw HOWLRD RUSHMORE, presently
working for the New York "erald-Tribune® and fo-:+ - with the "Daily
Worker," and 2 member of the Communist Party, for information he may havo

relativc to CHARLES CHLPLIN paying ducs
presenca. (UB

to the Communist Party in RUSHMORE!S

Tt is not known to the Los Lngeles Of<*~ whether or not the
New York Office has &ver interviewed RUSHMORE or - . he is considercd
relisblc enough to be jnterviewed, therefore, the covering of this lead wwill
be left to ths discretion of the Now York Officc. (U) ‘

Will examine New York files endeavoring to obtain further
information regarding an association by CHARLES CHAPLIN, MILES SEEROVER
and ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT to deal in Russian films in the United States. (U}

i1l review New York files for the purpose of disclosing any
snforration regarding contacts by CHLPLIN with Scviet officials in the New

York ared. (U)

THE WASHINGTON DIVISION

4 LT WASHINGION, D. C., Wi
Department for any information they mig

11 examinec the records of the State
nt have regarding CHAPLIN. (U}

Will contact Inspector JOHN P. BOYD of IXNS and endeavor to

obtain from him a2 copy of a statement t

aken by him at the time’ he interviewed

CH,RIES CHAPLIN in Beverly Hills, Californi2 on Lpril 17, 1947, in regerds to
CHLPLIN'S application for a reentry permit. (U\

Lt I&NS, will obtain a T
CHAPLIN from the United States, includi
and the countries visited. (03

THE 10S ANGELES DIVISION

ccord of all travel made by CHLRLES -
ng the dates of departure and return,

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, will develop background information

on FDVLED C. CHLNEY, formerly CHARLES C

HLPLIN'S butler, for the purpose of

dceciding whether or not it would be advisable to interview CHAPLIN concerning
CHIPLIN'S activities in connection with Communist Party and Sovict cspionage

activitics. (U)

-31-
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.- Will endeavor through the newspapcr morgue to ascertair **a
nemss of all wmembers of WENDELL WILKIE!'S perty at the time he towre .~
Sovict Union., It 1s noted that informetion was reccived that onc of the
menbers of VILKIE!S party acted as a couricr with a letter from a Sovict
agent to CHLRLES CHAPLIT. (V)

w411 report information received from the Bur2au regardi™
snconc tax rcturns of CHARLES CHAPLIN. (U}

7111 continuec to report activities of CHARLIE CH;:PLIN in so
far as connections with Communists and Commnist front organizations are
concerncd. CU> '

2
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%5 GOVEKNMENT

TO : Director, FHI DATE: August 20, 1948
From {4 C, New York

B ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -

SOMECT: | GURLES spmom OPp ske, - HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED.

SEQURITY MATTER -G DATE 2-12-118 BY 1250 :
Reference is made to letter from los Angeles to the Director dated

May 8, 1948, and to the report of Special Agent dated June [ e

9, 1948, at los Angeles, in the captioned case, which requested this office

to discreetly detexmipa if the telegram which CHAPLIN is alleged to have
transmitted to PABLOARICASSQO in France, and which is reported to have
emanated from Los AngeMgs, November 21, 1947, at 9:20 A.M., was received at
MACKEY RADIOC SERVICE in York and was actually sent to PICASSO in Paris.

This is to advise that Special Agent ?contacted the _/é» Ve
MACKEY RADIO SERVICE, New York City, on July 23, 1948, and was unable to
locate the requested message because the telegraphic communications for

November, 1947 have been destroyed.

cc los Angeles (100-15€41)

Joar s

e | o
00-85387

N | ¥ B
Ut XEN 60 3 AUG 23 1948




dated July 23, 1948, conoerning

Bureau by

‘tains information . ....ng the subject. - .

Enclosure

SAC, Los Angeles » August 18, 1948

' | |
Pirector; T AL INFORMATION CONTAINED
auRLzs cowem cupltn  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

-

For your information there is attached ‘hereto & oopy of & report
which has been forwarded to the:
the Centre' ~ .° 'ligence Agency. You will note that this report eon~. = - .
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ﬂehetal Burean of Inuestigan
¥nited States Bepartment of Jusrice

" los Angeles, Californiea
August 26, 1948

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Director, FBI DATE_\&_E‘::\-&-—-B Y 122A 339 \é'

CHARLES SPEN'C"R CHAPLIN, was. g
RE: -SECURIEYARTER - R
Thierrhal SQCHIIT)’ -K

Dear S8ir:

It is recommended that a Security Index card be prepared
relative to the individual named below:

Name: CHARLES ;PENCER CHAP
Aliases: Charlié—Chaplin, °  Thonstein’
Residence Address: 1085 Summit Drive Q\%
Beverly Hills, California . g
. . . Ao
Business Address: Chaplin Studios
1416 North .l1a Brea
: Los Angeles, California
1. Native Born X _ Alien Naturalized ' i
X‘ Communist German Miscellaneous
____ Fascist (Italian) Japanese - i
Date of Birth _ April 16, 1889
Place of Birth London, England !
Entered U. S. about 1914 at . N4

Naturalized (date)

Naturaljzed (place a p\@zrt)
et 5 ' ’3' Very truly yours,
¢ \ﬁ

-’Cfi M ,g d /9 D &
© J00-15641 , # ',, } e
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3 ~Ojﬁ‘ce Memomndzzm UNITED -STA"-EES. GOVERNMENT

L e DIRECTOR, FBI ' DATE: Sept. 3, 1948
o » CONEYIENTIAL) -
/sté FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES ' ,

{ -)

R

., sumECT: .., C S SPENCER CHAPLIN, was.A -/
P4 <t CURITY MATTER - C ze
- a5 ureau file 100-1277 . -
/‘S) < B iummm i RVt g T T
S = e ==
}kf7ﬂ Rebulet 8-13-48 concerning the request by the Los

3 es Office for the income tax returns of CHAPLIN from 1940
te date. The Bureau requested “.- -r Justification for this

s 8 {5 »
3 }gf N equest and specific informat’_.. snich would indicate that data
& recelved concerning donations made. by CHAPLIN to Communist front

organizations would be available in his income tax returns.(Qy)

This office has, of course, no definite information
indicating that contributions made by CHAPLIN to Communist front
organizations would appear in his income tax returns. However,

y—y investigative reports concerning CHAPLIN contain numerous
( -’references to the effect that CHAPLIN made such donations and
i1t is considered possible that he may have included some of
these in his income tax returns.(u) . R 8

7C¢Regarding Information concerning donations made ‘90
Communist front organizations, reference is made to the report
, of SA dated at Los Angeles on March 13, 1947
in thls case. On page 10 of this report information appears
that Hollywood columnist HEDDA HOPPER wrote in her columngon
December 27, 1943, "From things I have learned, CHARLIE (CHAPLIN),
who ‘contributed $25,000 to the Communist cause amd $I100 to Ehe— -
Red Cross, soon will find himself involved in something almost

BY {259 IIP /ey

M 4. :
13

. 1-24.2 3
REVIEW |R~1R-88

II

- as serious as the Berry case." :
NN v ()
5%’5}‘ : On the same page information appears that JOHN-TEECH,

A former Communist Party member, in testimony before the Los
Angeles County Grand Jury in 1938 stated that during the agri-
cultural strike in the San Joaquin Valley ELLA-WINTER, Communist
writer, collected $500 from CHAPLIN which she turned into the 7
Communist Party Strike Relief Committee.(tj)

Another informant, as appears in the above-mentioned -
report, stated that in December, 1940 he attended a United American
Spanish Aid Committee meeting at 83 McAllister Street in San ’
Francisco, at which time STEVENELSON, -prominent Communist
functionarly, informed another individual "to raise money on

- orders fr the Communist Party” and to contact CHARLIE CHAPLIN =
and_MELVINDOUGLAS. () | Lo A2 7 2L0-~ -

‘ ~ . o ¥r B X
,E:A';’uuy! Z,M:Ayv ) --‘%‘T'm @o‘— SEP 101948
Ao Sae 4ot Al s crndins W) .
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Director, FBI _ rn:éxfi‘""at _ 9-3-48
Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN, was., SM - C

Another informant advised that CHAPLIN, together with
others, had contributed money to the Communist Party through an
individual named RAPHAEL/RUSH.(\)) -

On page 11 of’ the same report information appears that
on November 16, 1943, at a rally at the Shrine Auditorium of the
National Councill of American Soviet Friendship, CHAPLIN donated

$250¢ (m ' .
2 ] Reference is also made to the report of SA
'.,éL7C/ WP in this case dated August 10, 1948 at Los Angeles.(U
: On page 23 of this report information appears that
~ CHAPLIN was 1invited to several affairs of the Joint Anti-Fascist

Refugee Committee. It is noted that one of these affairs was .
a cocktall party held for the purpose of raising money.(U) '

On page 25 of this report information appears that
CHAPLIN's name appeared on papers in the personal effects of
JOSEPH NORTH of the magazine "New Masses" indicating that CHAPLIN
might have contributed to or was to be contacted for contributions
%o this magazine.())

§§§ On the same page an informant furnished information that
Ay in the spring of 1944 CHAPLIN contributed $750 to the National

% Council of American Soviet Friendship, Inc.cU)

i}% On pages 27 and 28 of the same report information appears
g%% indicating that CHAPLIN may have contributed money to the American

Youth for Democracy and to the West Coast Communist daily newspaper.@b

On page 27 1information appears that CHAPLIN contributed
$500 to the Third Party campaign of HENRY A. WALLACE.(O)

It 1s belleved that the information from CHAPLIN's
income tax returns if obtained would provide verification of
such donations, and there is also the possibility that dona-
tions not now known to the Bureau would be disclosed.(@b

The Bureau requests that this office advise specifi-
eally the extent to which 1t intends to utilize such information.(u)

It will be noted that by letter dated August 26, 1948
this office recommended that a Security Index card be prepared

-2 .
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Director, FBI | COﬁé@ENTUﬁT 9-3-48

Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN, was., SM - C

relative to CHAPLIN. It is believed that any additional infor-
mation such as might be obtained from income tax returns would
be of value as additional evidence in Justificatir~ =7 e
Security Index card. Such information will also .. ucilized

in evaluating CHAPLIN's activities from a possible Soviet
espionage standpoint.(&j) :

The Bureau letter further requests that the Bureau
be advised as to the scope of this 1nvest1gation.@u\

In view of the above information concerning CHAPLIN,
the present investigation is being conducted for the purpose of
endeavoring to determine whether or not CHAPLIN was or is en-
gaged in Soviet espionage activities. With this purpose in mind
it appears pertinent to obtain all information available bearing
on his activities with the Communist Party and Communist front
organlzations, as well as complete information regarding his

background and activities.(u) 'CON%E'N' T
-3 - ‘
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CONF NTIAL
Director, FBI N AT

Re: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN, was., SM - C

By letter dated February 21, 1948, the Bureau requested
that this office bring this case up to date and report the Com-
munist activities of the subject. (§)

It 1s again requeéted that efforts be made to obtain
the income tax returns of CHAPLIN from 1940 to date.(U})

. * BMc
00-15641
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The Secratary of the M - HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

washingtes, B. 6.
| nmn. ml .
" In conmeobden VAR an , officta) m-mguu-
.adviasadle for thel Juresn $0 hasve photeatatic sepleas of Ve

- spengsy Chaplim for the yeare 1940 throwgh 1947, Chaplia’s | .
- resilencs is 1055 summit rrive, Severly Kills, Celiforaia,

_ Kis busimess sidrese 1s 1418 Kerth Ls kres ivesse, los sngeles,
4 'Callforllt.

-

‘Your cvepsresion fa furnishing this -nnm e the
'rqunl hnm of mnupun will b puny amlam.

memur-m T

az}ﬂ

é (1snr 40 '1d30°5°N
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CONEUNICATIONS SECTION

Wr, BEDeanmm e anat

TEL | E | ; - M. J0EY el
+ - oo oRMATION CONTNNED{ BT B -2 WX e

{EREN 1S UNCUSSIFED.
DATE 12-2- 12-2-neBY 12
SURFAU FROM NEW YORK 43 & 5-35?

IRECTOR  URGENT

RE REPORT 5/

£R CHAPLIN, WAS, SM-R.
T AT LOS ANGELES REQUESTING NY INTERVIEW
"IN VIEW OF -

N COI\CERNING SUBJECT.
Y UHICH MAY RESULT FROM

C‘—{ARLES SPENC

AUG. TEN, NINETEEN FORTYEIGH

HOWARD RUSHMORE FOR INFORMATIO

RUSHMORE-S ‘UNRELIABILITY AND POSSIBLE PUBLICIT
ED TO ADVISE

gucH AN INTERVIEW, BUREAU REQUEST
70 BE INTERVIEUED. RECORDED - 4 /M

RUSHMORE

WHETHER OR NOT IT DLSIRL
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TRECORV e A "I‘ransmxzt.::t.r:e’ /fol’?wing message to: o, 1o o —
| / AR A = / m m
, ‘j ‘cmmssmcmmm,m,ssmmm 'BE WRW TORK TELETDFE
/0 OCTOBER POUR LAST. nmormssmmucmmmnmmmnor
mmnmmnmmmmmmmumsrmromvmmw
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Oﬂice Memomndum ¢ UNITEDWSTATES GOVERNMENT
Wl
ﬁ\\

FROM : Mr. r. J. Bannga.rdn

To : Mr. H. B. Fleicher DATE: September 24, 1948
—-—-—‘—‘-—‘—"'” .

' wr.
e i, Clegi
" SUBJECT: CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN, . Claviil
CHARLES SPRNORR WRAPLIN. ves p1) INFORMATION CONTAlNED)/ .
. Buresu mile J00-1270%  HEREINISUNCLASSIFIED ~ °  EF8
DATE12-12-1® BY1259 yye/ued £ EF-
= | £ S
You will recall that the Los Angeles Office previocusly submitted E:gggr‘
request for the Buresu to obtain the income tax returns of Charles
f?gggplin beginning in 1940 to date. This matter was referred back to ;
os Angeles for a more detailed explanation as to the scope of their

investigetion, and for informstion which caused the los Angeles Office to
believe that information on Chaplin's income tax returne would be of value to
their investigation.

The Los Angeles Office has now replied to this request by letter dated
September 3, 1948, which letter is attached and is self-explanatory. It is
noted that they are conducting their present investigastion for the purpose of
endeavoring to determine whether or not Chaplin was or is engaged in Soviet
espionage activities. They state that with this purpose in mind, it appears
pertinent to obtain all information available beaering on his activities in
the Communist Perty and in Communist front organizations.

ACTION:
{ Phere 18 attached hereto for approval, a letter directed to the Secretary

of the Treasury under the signature of the Attorney General, regquesting the
yincome tax returns of C plin for the ysars 1940 through 1947.

\%W (Aot 6 LR 3

Attachment

o /M, 127070 ey

< ' 23 OCT 8 1948
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. # THIS CASE ORIGINATED TN ANGELES WFQO FiLE No. 100-19771
. /{ :.RE’ORI'MADEA‘I‘ _ DATE WHEN MADE mgaur:gz REPORT MADEBY . »6"7(/ ‘
23 |' WASHINGTON, D. C. 10-28-48 | 9-15 10~5-48 | G $ 17T
'{ : CHARLES SF7: " ° APLIN, wass - INTERNAL SECURITY -' R

s tour,

SYNOPsIS oF FacTs: CHARLES SPENC:R CHAPLIN, citizen of Emgland, was born
: at London on April 16, 1889,

at the Port of New York on October 12, 1912 for perma-
, nent residence in the United States; however, he had
. previously been in the United States for two years on
On October 17, 1921 he again arrived at the Port

CHAPLIN entered the U. S.

e\

>~

it it
P~

_ of New York, noting that he had previously resided in e
\ 2 the United States from 1911 to July, 1921, at Los a
% / ‘\ Angeles, California. Re-entry permit granted for pro- =
! Lé‘)‘ posed trip around the world via England for business = a ¢
S and pleasure in January, 1931, CHAFLIN returned to the e |
po 0 United States on June 14, 1932 aboard the S.S. Hikawa ST
' Maru at either Los Angeles, California or Seattle, _ O
’ Washington, Re-entry permit granted for proposed trip = ‘Q’:’ oy
" to China and the South Sea Islands beginning in February, 3 d
\ 1936, on business and pleasure, CHAPLIN re-entered the 2 2 ot
O United States on June 3, 1936 at San Francisco, California, =S % p'
A\ _ Be has failed to appear at the Immigration and Naturaliza- & 223
. ‘;\)’ \.J" tion Service office at Los Angeles to accept delivery of E 2 A
,,l".:;{fl\\ re-eniry permit granted April 28, 1948 for proposed trip = =y
{j—j "\.Q'f 7 to England, France and Italy, but has remained in the : oc M=
<L %' United States. Copy of sworn.statement given by CHAPLIN — Eg
U\ :’S\J \ before JOHN P. BOYD, Acting Im;pig;:a‘bion%dspector, on =T -
&; \ April 17, 1948 at Los Angeles, Talifornia, obtained.
X FEEER o 'VE‘l“’)b‘ .
Y
- Mg ~¢ O by S P
. ’ ‘ -
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent dated
Augugt 10, 1948 at Los Angeles :
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v / ’ Iy i - ", 7 g, /;)
/7 [064 1290717 Hd | "opy,., .
SN COPIES OF THIS REPORT i 8
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DETAILS: AT usxnmon D. C. -

% Immlgration and Vaturallzation Serv1ce file #A-5653092 on
RCHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN was reviewed by the writer at the office of J. P.

- BOYD, Deputy Commissioner, Fmmig::i.: .. .d Naturalization Service, and re-
flected the following pertlnent .uiormation..

@D According to a Certificate of Admission of Alien,_ggggggﬁ_

_CHAPLIN, citlzen of England, was born at London, England on April 16, 1889,
He arrived at the Port of New York, New York on October 12, 1912 aboard the
S.S. Oceanic of the White Star Lin;ﬂ§pr’%he purpose of permanent residence
in the United States. He listed SHJ(CHAPLIN, 28 Vaughn Road, Camberwell,
S. E. (England?), as his nearest relative in the country from whence he
came, His passage was paid by FRED KANS Theater Company which was on tour,
He listed his last residence as being in the United States, it being noted
that he had previously been in the United States for a period of two years
on tour, He listed the name of his nearest relative or friend in the United
States as SULLIVAN & CONSADINE, 1440 Broadway, New York City.

According to another Certificate of Admission of Alien, CHARLES
CHAPLIN arrived at the Port of New York on October 17, 1921 aboard the
" °S.S. Berengaria of the Cunard Line. His last permanent residence was at
2244, ,Temple Hill Drive, Los Angeles, California, and his destination in the
Unlned States was Los Angeles. He noted that he had been residing in the
Unlted States at Los Angeles, Callfornla from 1911 to July, 1921.

CHAPLIN, in a sworn appllcation for a re-enury permlt #600975
dated December 20, 1930 at Los Angeles, California, stated that he is the son
of CHARLES CHAPLIN and HANNAH LILLYAHODGES; further, that he last arrived in
the United States at the Port of New York on September 16, 1920 (actually
October 17, 1921) on the S.S. Berengaria as CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN., He
listed his present residence in the United States as 1003 Cove Way, Beverly
Hills, California, at which he had resided for the past eight years. He
listed his employer as the CHARLES CHAPLIN Film Corporation at 1416 North
1a Brea Avenue, Los Angeles Callfornla.

He pronosed to leave the Unlted States from the Port of New York
about Jamuary 15, 1931 on an absence of six months to one year for a trip
around the world via England for business and pleasure., Accordingly, re-entry
permit #676727 was issued to CHAPLIN on Jamuary 6, 1931 for one year.

By letter dated December 4, 1931, at London, England, under the
letterhead of the United Artists Corporation, Ltd., and sworn to before the
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Drive, Beverly Hills, California, at which he stated he had r§sided for

the . twenty-five years. He stated that his nearest relative was then
'OONA! CHAPLIN, his wife (she being his fourih wife), He stated that while .
abroad his temporary address would be in care of United Artisis Corporation, -
Ltd., at London, England, He noted that he was presently self-employed in
the motion picture industry. He proposed to sail from the Port of New York
on April 14, 1948 aboard the Queen Elizabeth for a four-month visit to
England, France and Italy on business for the United Artists Corporation and
for pleasure. P .

e <aéco}dingly,'re-entry permit #1489837 was issued to CHAPLIN on
_.april 28, 198, S - .

By letter dated April 29, 1948, RICHARD M. GOLDWATER, Esquire,
was advised by Immigration and Naturalization Service that CHAPLIN would have
to call for his re-entry permit at the District Office of Immigration and
Naturalization Service at Los Angeles, California, in order to accept
delivery thereof, Deputy Commissioner J. P. BOYD, Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, advised the writer that to this date CHAPLIN has not yet

rappeared at the Los Angeles Office to accept delivery of his re-entry permit
and, to their knowledge, is still residing in the United States.

CHAPLIN's file likewise contains his Alien Registration Form
sworn to by him at New York City on December 7, 1940, he being assigned
Alien Registration #5653092. At that time be resided at 1085 Summit Drive,
Beverly Hills, California., He stated that he first arrived in the United
States in September, 1910 and had lived in the United States for a total . °

of thirty years and expected to remain in the United States permanently. He
listed his occupation as a motion picture actor and producer and his member-
ship in various clubs as follows: 1life member of the Loyal Order of Moose;
Tuna Club, Santa Catalina Island, California; Screen Actors Guild; life member
of the California Yacht Club; Los Angeles Athletic Club; Santa Monica Swim-
ming Club; and the Lambs Club at New York City.

CHAPLIN stated that he had mo prior military or naval service
and that he bhad not yet applied for first citizenship papers in the United
- States, He stated thet he had a wife and two children now living in the
‘United States, CHAPLIN denied ever having been arrested or convicted for

any offense,
CHAPLIN further stated that he had not been affiliated with or
active in organizations devoted in whole or in part to influencing or
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furthering the political activities, public relations, or public policy
of a foreign govermment, . g e S '
PR P .

& JOHN P. BOYD, Deputy Commissioner, Immigration and Naturaliza—
tion Service, ¥ -iony De Ce, furnished the writer with a copy of the
sworn statem .. vi CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN given before him in the capacity
of designated and acting Immigrant Inspector at Los Angeles, California on
April 17, 1948 in connection with CHAPLIN's application for a re-entry permit,
This copy of CHAPLIN's swoin statement is being forwarded to the Los Angeles
Office as an enclosure with this communication. o

~The files of the State Départment have not been reviewed since
the Immigration and Naturalization Service files comtained more complete
data concerning CHAPLIN than may appear in the State Department files.

ENCLOSURE TO LOS ANGELES:

1 copy of the sworn statement of CHARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN
given before JOHN P, BOYD, Designated and Acting Immigrant
Inspector, on April 17, 1948 at Los Angeles, California
in comnection with CHAPLIN's application for a re-entry
permit, ‘ c

~ REFERRED UPON COMPLET ION Tb THE OFFICE OF QRIGIN «
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Special Agent in Charge N T T LS ) o
Los Angeles, Califarda I APPROPRIATE AGENCIES N
' L " RE:  ANDFIELDOFFICES Ty
e L T
INTERNAL SECURITY  n SLIP (S) OFM&{&M
) T-R DATE{-8~¢ M
. Please be adviged that a security index card has been prepared at
the Bureau, captioned as follows: . ~ <

Dear Sir:

CHAFLIN, CHARLES SPENCER ALIER COEIU&IST
Allases: Charlie Chsaplin, '
) Thonstein

R’oa." Address; 1085 Smmnit ﬁﬁvo " ' |
| o e L INFORMATION CONTAINED

Bus, Addx;esaz Chap].tn Studios _ |HED i
 ddres . HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED.
3 ) ﬁémm@?heafacg.‘:fomia , D ALE&MLBYM

The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy against
the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should be informed of
any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 5" x 8" white card cap-

. tioned as above and reflecting your investigative case file number for filing

’{ " . in your Confidential Security Index Card File. In the event the above caption

= is not correct, the card you brepare should be correctly captioned, and the
Bureau should be informed of the correct caption. ‘

The caption of the card prepared and filed in your'Office must be

nt at all times and the Bureay immgdiately adviged of any changes
made therein in that connection. Co i““'*j*”" L

i COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Very truly yours, Yo

u —— ] . N : - . . ~

GTav 11 1LED. §S . I

:&Eﬁﬁm-—-— : ) ; M,;.A o \ . &.- &W N

(e — T+ NOV = 1548 PN § : Ly
T p—— : y John Edgar Hoover S

- — FEDERAL BUREAL! OF INVESTIGATION Director

S ) u.s. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE PECLASSIF] t M%
: ou_.\ﬂ‘
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- CHARL ES SPENCER CHAPLIN, Iraa
INI"RHAL “ECIRIT!

. " In g cordance vd.th your le tter °f September 3, 19&8 the Bureaa
has requested photoatatic copies of p T2l Income Tax Ret ums from the
Treasury Departyen § .
enclosed two pthOBtat).c opies of the tay ret.urns filed
ears 19L), 3 945 ang 19U6.  Othep Peturns w1y pe or-

T receipt fro: the Treasury went, :

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

NTEERTe BY oy sy
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REPORT MADEAT DATE WHEN MADE :Erﬁlco»? om * | REPORT MADE BY S 4' '
- NEW YCRK 12/3/48 T 10/1/48 . — 7C—'

TImE é) : . CHARACTER OF CASE
CHARLES SPIICER CHAPLIN, was. . . S INTERNAL SECURITY - R

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

L

oy @\

5,10/48 at Los Angeles
1/ | 53

——.

N

’;'J" " %" "The filaes of the uew York Olf‘lce were checked for
inf orma*ion regardlnxr contacts by sque\,t W:Lth Soviet offici als in the

Hew Yoprk srss ”“'»N“ ngraiive rasults,
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wﬁ_g&,{ & s TR

S : ¥ ‘x i
1.__.,. / g
COPIES OF THiIS REPORT £ e e

5 4 Bureau —. ! &¢ ,,1'—1"‘

- [T 2N
2 - Los Angeles .’ /é - T

_'P

" T6OTEC 15, 9213%50

COPIES DESTROYED // 6‘/

'td ‘bu-l.lﬂ'nn'j-ynmnn‘vnx




NY 100-853g7

L, : With rogard to the association by CHARLESQ@QAPLIN,
¥ILES6HERONER ang ELLIOT yROOSEZVELT to deal in Russien f1lms in
the Uniteq States, I i i
information o

ail to reflect additional -
ther than that which is e i ;
office of origin, ’ -
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THE OFFICE OF ORIGIj
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Wifh reference to
New York Journal 4

the lead to interview Hoyr vARD . -
RUSHYORE of the N Apgricann set out in the referenced
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dated August 10, 1948 at ILos Angeles,
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deemed ag--*- - -
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D!.rcctor, m ‘F' S ' | . - S A

CHARLES SPFNCIR CHAPLIN, Was,
INTERNAL SECURITY =~ B ~ .~ 100024

Ths 1lagt report submitted by your office was dated migum m;w@w

It is requested that you wubmit dn the nearf ' ahe
the current status of this investigation, ¢ “t““ a re?ort ‘showing

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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KREFORT MADE AT -
'LOS ANGELZS _ 3. % e CHC
o - | ? | 2 | .
|CRARLES SPENCER CHAPLIN, %age) e o/pen- jﬁﬁ‘a L SDCZJ&FL _z
~ A : ' ' B :3 I ?
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SYNOPSIS OFFA
W \ On 4=17-48, CHAPLIN 1nt°rv1ewed by I.&N.S. re
s 4 application for reentry permit.’ He stated he had
,3” ‘ never belonged to any polltlcal organization; that
NN N he never made any contributions to the Communist
L— #  Party, directly or indirectly, and doesn't think he
A/ ‘ even made contributiohs to Communist front organizations.
i My He cléimed he has not been interested in Communist i
sponsored organizations or Communisc but is a liberal
] and interested in peace, He stated his assgciation with
c

LJ

HANRS{EISIER was purely socisl and businesb. He admitted
signing article urging trials of EUGE: % IS, LBON

JOSEPHSO‘\I and GERHARDR/EISLER be postpohed because hé was
toId the thing was beihy rushed andé vas in the nature of
a witch-hunt. He admitted contributing to Russian charity
and thinks he was at the U.S8.5.R. Consulate in Los hngeled
on one or two occasions and entertained members of such
onoulate in his home but doesntt remember when or who. .
< adnnted he was a member of the National Council of .

IN and wife have been in contact
with SIDK ERNSTEIN, was., who is apparently affiliated
in some capacity with the’ C P, Cultural Section in Hollywood
CHAPLIN was listed as a sponsor for the Cultural and
Scientific Conference for World Peace held in New York City
in March 1949 snd it was indicated he was scheduled to-
speak at this conference but could not because of personal
' arfairs. CHAPLIN allegedly gave $1000,00 to the WALLACE
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campaign in October of 1948. He is reported to have
interceded on behalf of HANNS EISLER in obtaining a
Czechoslovakian passport for KISLER. CHAPLINI!S reentry
permit, issued 4-28-48, rsturned to Washington, D; C.
because it was not picksd up. (L%

-P -

REFERENCE : Bureau File 100-12

Report of SA dated 3-13-47, at Los
(N
,{,,f,.-‘ £ Angelesy .
o Report of S84 dated 8-10-48; at Los
Angeles. (U‘) '

DETATIS: AT ICS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

The 1943~44 International Motion Picture Almanac reflects
that ARTHUR W. KELLY vas the Vice~President and Chairman of the Finmce
Committea of the United Artists Corporation. He was born in London, England
on September 7, 1890 and came to America at the age of 21 to represent the
Frank J, Gould Enterprises, and at the age of 25 was the director of twelve
companies, He served in World War I in the British Tank Corps and was later
transferred to the American Army with the rank of major. Upon his return
to America he became associated with United Artists Corporation as Treasurer
and later became Vice~President. In 1924 he was given supervision of the
Foreign Department of United Artists. In 1941 he was put in charge of
domestic sales, and in September 1942 was assigned to general supervision
of foreign affairs for United Artists. ()

—2—
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a knowm esplonage

has advised that Informant
—~ agent, is acquainted with LRTHUR W. KELLY. ; -
T e e —

In the book entitled "Charlie Chaplin ~ King of Tragedy,"
written by GERITHWON ﬁLM, and published in 1940, there is reflected
information that in 1908 in London CHARLES CHAPLIN met a dancer by the name
of HETTY KELLY with whom he fell in love; that HETTY KELLY was the sister
of ARTHUR KELLY who was commonly knowm as "SONNY" who became foreign
_manager of United Artists and eventually Vice-President of United Artists;
that CHAPLIN in about 1908 visited at the KELIY home in England. The book
also contains information that in 1922 CHAPLIN visited England and the
underlying purpose of the visit was a desire on CHAPLIN'S part to again
see HETTY KELLY who, however, had been married for a number of years; that
CHLPLIN was met in England by ARTHUR KELLY who informed him that his sister;
HETTY, had died three weeks prior to CHAPLIN'S arrival. (i)

In the report of the writer in this case, dated June 9, 1948,
the New York Office was rgquested to determine if CHARLES CHAPLIN actually
sent a telegram to PABL@(EICASSO in France in November 1947. By letter
dated August 20, 1948, tNe New York Office advised that the Mackay Radio
Service,  New York Cily, was contacted but was unable to locate the above
meptioned telegram inasmuch as such communications for November of 1947
had been destroyed, (U) ’

(7

In the book entitled "One World", written by WEMDELL WIIKIE,
it is reflccted that on WILKIE!S trip to Russia in 1942 he was accompaniod
by the following individualss:

-3~
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Captain. PA - United States Navy
Major GRANT MASON United States Lrmy
RIC \KIGHT — Pilot
GARD OWLES ~ Publisher of the Des Moines Reglster
JOSEP - A veteran Moscow correspondent (U)

Both COWI.'EB and BARNES 2t that time wore with the Office of War
Infor - . 2 \))

In the boock entitle Round Trip to Russia®, by WLLTER NER,
it is reflected that WILKIE!S party Wwas in Russia during Septcmber 1942, and
while in Moscow JOSEPH BARNES, who was then with the New York Herald—Trlbune ’
and GARDNER CCWLES vere mtroduced to JOSEPH STALIN. (1))

'Q Regardlng BARNES, Informant -adv:.sed in December 1948 that
/) Whlle in Moscow (apparently in the 1930's) he saw General I)(BERZIN, who was

then head of Soviet Military Intelligence » On mny occasions amd on ong

visit BERZIN in discussing China mentioned t the Soviets had some imericans
working €or them in China and mentioned OWEN." ”I‘TIILORE and JOSEFPH BARNES as
being two of these 1nd1v1duals. (U)

. On December 31, 1948, WHITTAKERXGHIMBERS was intervieved at
Washington, D. C. apd advised that about 1937 J XPLTERS told him that
FREDERICK VANDERBILTMRIELD was operating an apparatus in New York which
included JOSEPH BARNES, formerly of the New York Herald—Trlbune.‘?U)

Informant @Padvisod in 1947 that for some time he has had

¥ [suspicions concerning 5 or 6 Americans of prominence who he believed may be
working in cooperation with one another to supply to the Soviets espionage
information obtained from top levels in the United States., Among these he
named JOSEPH BARNES, Forelgn Editor of the New York Herald-Tribune. The
informant said that BARNES was known to him when BARNES was Moscow correspond-—
ent of the New York Herald-Tribune, and that BARNES secmed to nave outstand-
ing contacts in Moscow and to enjoy privileges usually denied to the average
foreign correspondent. The informant said that BARNES has excellent contacts
in the United States Government and in top economic and political e¢ircles and
believes that BARMES' writings subtly tendod toward a pro~Soviet interpretation
of current affairs. (U)
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By letter da .. _.uary 7, 1949 from the San Francisco Office
to the Director it was set out that CNDI Qi wes interviewsd on January
- 5y 1949 and stated that he had no knowledge whateoever of CHARLES CHAPLIN in
connection with Soviet matters. (1))

Later in this v~r-»t  information furnished by CHAPLIN himself
to Immigration authorities » _ __..g contacts with Soviet officials will be
set ous, (u) ' ~

A review of the newspaper norgue of the Los Angecles Times
roflected thet on April 18, 1939, an article appeared entitled "Russians
Honor Chaplin on Birthday." This article was datelined April 17th at Moscow
and was an Associated Press dispatch, It stated that Soviet newspapers
stressed the social significance of CHARLIE CHAPLIN'S art in connection with
the celebration of his 50th birthday. The street posters in Moscow advertised
& locture on CHAPLIN and his art which was to be illustrated by excerpts from
some of his motion pictures. The article further said that 48 representatives
of the Soviet film industry, including Director ERGEi)‘EISEJSTuIN , sent a
massage of congratulation to Hollywood. (\)) \

K OTHER ACTIVITIES OF CHAPLIN

The Log Angeles Herald-Express for December 10, 1948 shows a
picture of HERBERT ERIAN, a film director and one of the "Unfriendly"
witnosses bafore the House—-Un—American activities Committoes,holding a check
for $2Q0.0C donated. by CHARLIE CHLPLIN during a rally, at which Very Reverend
HE’?L&T&UOHNSON the 'Red Deanl oi‘ MMMJ spoke, The article accompanying
the picture reflects that this ratly Took "l"'E '
in Los Angr.leso(_u)

ace at the Embassy Auditorium

Regarding the visit of the "Red Deun” to Los Angelss, Informant
@ advised on October 25, 1948 that BELLEYDUBNOFF) of the American-Russian
Institute, stated that the Lrts, Sciences &nd Professions Council had just
sent in a list of 31 names for the sponsor list for the committee (believed
to be the committee concerning the "Rad Deanis" visit to Los Angeles), on
which list was included the name of CHARLES CHLPLIN. (|f)

The same informant advised that on November 3, 1948 REVINMUCHA
of the American-Russian Institute in discussing the "Red Dean!s®" visit ‘stated that
lots of educators arse backing him, as well as people like CHARILES CHAPLIN and
others. The samg informant, on Fobruary 15, 1942, advised that REVA (MUCHA)
asked a man named\WATSON how she should approach CHARLES CHAPLIN for a donation
for a full page ad in the Los ingeles Times, which will consist of a new
statement just received from the Dean. WATSON remarked that CHARLIE (CHAPLIN)
thinks the Dean is a remarkable person, (U)

5
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The Los Angeles Mirror Iews}ggj}& for April 4, 1949 carried a
picture of CHARIES CHAPLIN and a short article thervsunder stated:

"Movie actor CHARLIE CHAPLIN has joined the Communist
orga.nized‘y{*!orld Peace Congress to be held in Paris this month
sponsors revealed today. CHAPLIN'S cable read 'I am only too.
happy to join legion vhich seeks peace and good sense throughout

the world, ! (U)

The Los ingeles Times for April 10, 1949 contains an article
regartefic the World Peace Congress to be held in Paris on April 20 to April
23 and states that Congress officials said Comedian CHARLES CHAPLIN will be
among the delegates. The article also said that officials to the Congress
stated CHAPLIN has confirmed the fact that he will attend the Congress. (U

On Kay 31, 1949, it vas learned from Immigration and Naturaliza—

tion officials in Los Angeles that CHARLES CHAPLIN never picked up his reentry / fr’h -

permit and that it was returned to the I&NS Commissioner in ¥ashington, D, C.
on November 4, 1948. Prior to returning the reentry permit to Washington
I&NS officials in Los ingeles contacted CHAPLIN'S attorney who stated that
his trip abroad had been cancelled. (\D

4 It is doubtful that CHLPLIN would have left the United States
to attend the above mentioned Peace Congress if he was not in possession of

a reentry permit. (07

/ " Information was received from CNDI IA

TLLLACE meeting at Gilmore Stadium in Los Angeles on October 2, 1948, at~
which mecting the informent wa present it was announced CHARLES CHA.PLIN
had contributed $1000.00 to theWJ.LIACE campaign. (.U)

The spaper‘ﬁ(otlon Picture Herald for April 2, 1949 contains
an article by GECRGENSPIRES én thedMCultural and Scientific Conference for
World Peace" of the) atlonal Counci{l ST Arts, Scicnces and Professmns s held
in New York City in March 1949, SPIRES stated in this article that SERGIE
GEBA.SIMOV Russien film writer, producer, critic, director and instrudtor-of

productlon at the State Institute of Cinematography in Moscow, praised

the crcative film artists throughout the world and included "the dAmericans
TTLESTONE , W/YLERXIAWSON, %TRUNBO%DI&’TRYK,, ZAN and CHAPLIN." SPIRES stated
that of the more than $00 sponsols, a number were included on the officially

released listing and on this list appeared the name of CHARLES CHAPLIN. (‘\D

"',._‘I : -H[,. o ﬂ)
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The Los ingeles Times newspaper for .pril 19, 1949 stated
that a pamphlet issued by the House Committee on Un—fmerican Activities
reviewing the Scientific and Cultural Confersnce for World Peace, held .
New York in March, reflected JOLIOTYCURIE has stated that American Delegates
to the Paris Conference (The Harld Peace Conference) include among others
- screen actor CHARIES CHAPLIN, As noted above, it 1s doubtful whether CHAPLIN
attended this conference. (|J)

Tt will be noted as set out below that CHARIES CHAPLIN i«
apparenvly well acquainted with SIDNEY)GENSON, Regarding BENSON, it is
\Bgted that his correct name is SIDNEY BERNSTEIN but he uses the name S
SNSON and SIDNEY BENSON. According to the Los Angeles files BENSON came
%6 WoTlywood during March 1948 from New York City and according to informants
was wall received by knovm Communists of the Ho}lywood Cultural Uroup,
particularly W SALT, ABEAPOLONSKY and ALBERIXMALTZ, 21l Communist Party
personalities and writers in Zhe motion picture fndustry. BENSON!S known
contacts have boen almost exclusively among cultural and professional people
in Hollywood, the majority of whom ars either knomm or suspectcd to be
affiliated with the Communist Party.(|))

Surveillances of BENSON have plaged him in contact with top
Hollywood Communists, including JOHN HOUARD ILi 130N, HERBERT BIBERMAN and
others of the)Hollywood 10", as Well as JO TAPP, Conmunist Party organizer
for the Hollywood Section. BENSON is apparently active in the Arts 5 Sciences
and Professions Council and the Actors Laboratory, two important Communist
dominated organizations. He claims to be self-employed as a writer. He is
apparcntly affiliated in some capacity with the Communist Party Cultural
Section in Hollywoed although no documentary evidence showing membership has
been revealed to date. ([))

: On August 31, 1948, TRIDO (SLIT), according to Informant .=--
iy P rct with SID (BENSON) during which time BENSON said he ran into OONA
#"  and CHAPLIN the other day and they treated him like a long lost brother and
invited him to a lawm party Sunday. (U) .

3

On September 1, 1948, the same informant advised that SIDNEY
BENSON was invited to a barbecue on Sunday, the 12th, at 1:30 P.l. (U)

o Informant on October 27, 1948, advised that SID BENSON
-~ endeavored to change his date with CHAPLIN from Wednesday to Tuesday night,

(W
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On Octcber 30, 1948 , Mr, VWATSON who works for CH.{LPLDI, told
BENSON that Tuesday night was no good for CHEPLIN and the date was made for
Friday. (U) ‘

The same informant, on November 6, 1948, advised that SID
(BENSON) told 2 friend of his that he got a scr:.pt yesterday and wont up
to CHARLIE CHAPLIN'S placc and let him look it over. (U

é 91D Informant §Padvised that on November 9, 1948 SID BEWSON
U/~ endeavored to see Mrs, CHAPLIN who was not at home.(\))

. The same informant advised that on December 1, 1948 Mrs.
CHAPLIN secured from SID BENSON the address of Mr, (CLIFFORD XCDETS in Now
York vhich vas 12 West 72nd Street, New York City. (U))

NPT On April 18, 1949, Informant S lcarned that SID BENSON had
, /ﬂ //D just returned from New York and wished to talk to Mre. or Mrs, CHAPLIN about
a personal matter, (.U)

Thé same informant advised that on April 24, 1949 Mrs. CHAPLIN
invited BENSON to dinner any night that week oxcept Friday, QD

' /7 P, ! . Informant WP learned on Augist 31, 1948 that SID BENSON

V4 informad rmaw that he wants to get back from Balboa Sunday in time to
attend CONAXCHAPLIN'S garden party; that he, BENSCN, saw OONA at the Actors
Lab and tholight she had forgotten him but she told hlm she doesn't forget
people like him (BENSON). (U)

On Sceptember 18, 1948, the same informant advised he had
learned BENSON informed a friend that he had taken CHARLIE and OONL to ses
XGR.EG last night; that GREG thinks it?'s a wonderful play. BENSON said he
shorred them a good night but gave him (CHAPLIN) s hard night "about that
other thing." He (CHAPLIN) was furious and livid, BENSON then stated'maybs
I shouldn't have done it." LU)

Infornant i advised that on April 18, 1949 SID BENSON Just
4./ 1>  prior to leaving for New York City to attend the Peace Confercnce, told
CHAPLIN that he was leaving for New York and would be gone for about four
weecks and while there would attend the Peace Conference, CHAPLIN indicated
he had been scheduled to speak at the confersnce but could notybecause of the
press of personal affairs. -BENSON reminded CHAPLIN that DMI HOSTAKOVICH
and othcr members of the Soviet Doelegation arc coming out to Hollywood after
the confercnce. CHAPLIN agreed with BENSON that the Peace Conference was a
big thing but CHAPLIN folt very strongly that its effectiveness would be

-8~
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1limi52d by the small number of pSBﬂED%Igéuld actually attend; that what

is needed is a national radio hookup which would allow widespread publicity
of the proceecdings arnd to what the delegates have to say. CH.PLIN racalled

~ the occasion vhen he, himself, spoke at Carnegiv Hall about Soviet Russia

3 and plans for a national radio hookup fell through, and he has always thought

 _ it was a waste of time to talk to just an audicnce of some 3000 peoplc.
CHAPLIN remarked, "Tell CLIFFORD (CDETS) wo have heard good things despite
it the press.” (U) ~ '

. /g,’]p On Jamuary 5, 1949, Informant (P furnished information
that SIDNEY BEMSON maintained a number of index cards on ons of which

appeared the name, address and tolephone mmber of Mre and Mrs, CH.RLES

NGHAPLIN. (1) T

The newspaper morguc of the Los Angeles Times was exarined
for all information regarcding CHAPLIN and it vas found that they have
information going back to the middle twonties. Several items appear to
be of intercst and are being sct out. (U)

s The paper for Octoher 5, 1929 contained an article that

' CHARIES CHAPLIN wes naned as a director of the\Russian Eagle Supper Club
#n the Articles of Incorporation which werc rectntly filed; that the
headquarters of the organization are to be in Hollywood ard the purpose is
to promotse sociability and friendship amongst its members and to advance
intercst in the arts, sciences and professions. The directors were listed
as follows:

\
CHARIES CHAPLIN HARRINCRCCKER
ROBERTNYILTON THECDOREN LODIGAZNSKY
L XTOLUBCFF : (of West Hollywood)
(of Culver City) (U!)

Tt is noted that HARRY CROCKER is a nswspaper colurnist. (U)

The Los Angeles files have no record on the other directors
of this supper club, nor do the Los angeles files reflect any information
concerning the Russian Eagle Supper Club itself, (LD

Lin article dated at London on Ma;); 11, 1931 reflects that
CHAPLIN refused to appear before the King of England at a Royal charity
performance in London and in explanation said: , ;

o "They say I have a dﬁty {0 Englend, but I wonder.
Nobody ever cared for me or wanted me in England 17 years ago.
T had to go to &merica for my chance and I got it therc.t (U)

5~
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The article further stated that CHAPLIN belicves patriotism
is fth.  -~test form of insanity the world has ever suffered® and furiher,
that C. .iaw believes patriotism will eventually cause a var and he hopes o
they send all the old men to the front because they are the real crininels, (u)

An article dated June 21, 1940 reflccts that motion picture
actors, writors and producers woere represented last night at a nmeeting
of tha ~ - California Chapter of William LllenNfhite!s Cormittee to
Defond .uwrina by iiding the Allies.| The meeting was held at The California
Club and CHARLEY CHALPLIN and MEL GLLS viere among thoso who heard

Chairman JOHN ,§£RRY reiterate the ittoe’s stand to stop HITIER whila the
front 1in¢ 1s SCill .n Europe by sending 211 material aid. (u) : o

In an article dated November 25, 1942, datelined at Chicago,
an .A.,P. Dispatch states that CHARLES CHAPLIN, the comcdlan, turned solemn
tonight and was given a rafter—shaking ovatlon as he saluted Russia for
"the magnificient fight you are making for freedom and for your courage and
spirit of onterprise." The article continued that this vas a "salute to our
Russian ally ra ly“‘ in crowded Orchestra Hall on the 9th anniversary of the
establishment of Nunorican~Soviet relations; that CHAPLIN arrestingly declared,
"If we want to win this war, if we want to have the full cocperation of Russ:.a
lej; us stop this anti~-Communist propaganc’a." (U)

-
a—

An articla dated October 18, 1947 witha Bucharcst datcling,
an Li.P. Dlspatch, stated that C%iiﬂs Cl'ﬁ:.PLIN and P.u. OBESON were elected

to the honorary presidium of theXdnnual Congraess o r‘b:.sts, Jrlters and
Printing Workers, which opened inthe Rumanian caplt 1 today (U T

of knoom reliabilit

furnished information

The sane informant stated that

e N —

This informant advised that
U!U! o

Informant also furnished information that B
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Informant @ on January 22, 1948, furnished information
that HANNS EISLER had beer '~~med a passport by the Czechoslovakian Consul
in San Francisco, BO 37 .5e  1his informant had been advised on January
12, 1948 that BENES had ‘made the statement that 2 passport for EISLER and
his wife had becen issued with the approval of the Czechoslovakian Foreign
Officoc. BENES, according to Informant WP had recently been in Los Angeles
and resided with PETER}'U}RRE and had boasted in the "Hollywood left wing
circle" of his activity'on *.".2if of the EISLERS, BENES told g that
the passport fox EISIER h: . vwen issued only after nunerous individuals,
including THOM! 7, WILLIAM L) SHIRER and CHARIES CHAPLIN had interceded
with the Czechoslovakian Ambassador to the United States. The Ambassador
then cabled to JANMASARYK, the Foreign Minister of Czechoslovakia, who
issued instructions' that tho passport for EISLER be granted. BENES told the
informant that in issuing these instructions MASARYK had reversed his former
position. Informant Qi further advised that BENES had been assurcd by
CHARLES CHAPLIN that in case he was relicved of his duties as Czechoslovakian
Consul in San Francisco, CHiPLIN would see that BENES was employed and had a
caroer in the motion picture industry. (U}

INTERVIE{ OF CHAPLIN BY I.&N.S.

As mentioned in the refercnced report of ths writer, subject
was intorviewed at Los Angeles, California on April 17, 1948 by Examining
Inspector JOHN P, BOYD of I.&N.8. in connection with subject's application
for a reentry permit. A copy of the statement made by CHAPLIN during this
interview was obtained by the Washington Field Office from JOHN P. BOYD,
Doputy Commissioner, T«.&N.S. (\»

~11~
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Many of the statements made by CHAPLIN during the interview
appear to be pertinent to some extent to this investigation and are being

set out. (U)

Cn page 4 of the statement subject was asked to tell the names
of all the organizations of a political nature that he has been affiliated
with within the last 10 years and he replied that he has never belonged to
any political organization in his lifa., (03

then asked the names of some organizations to which he had
nade comtributions, he stated he had made contributions to the WALILCE
» s o A—-
carpaign and the Democratic campaign. (U)

The question was asked whethor he had ever made any contri-
butions directly or indirectly to the Communist Party and he replied that
he ncver had. The statement then reads as follows:

Q. "Have you ever made contributions to front organizations
of the Communist Party?

A That again I don't know, I don't think I ever have. Then
‘ again that is such a general question....so rany things.
I don't know what constitutes a front organization of the
Cormunist Party.

Q. Do you consider yoursclf a member of the Comrunist Party,
Mr. CHAPLIN?

A, I certainly do not.

Q. Have you ever made any contributions to the Young Cormunist
Icagus?

&, I never have,

Q. Have you ever made any contributions to the Communist Party?

he Never,

Q. Hafre you ever made any contributions to the Actors Guild?

A. To the hctors Guild, that I don't know,

- , o (L)
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Q-

h.
Q.

Lie
Qe

A

A.

CONF}QTIAL

It is possible that you may have but you don't recall at this
tine?

Yes, possibly, but I may not have.

But, it is possible that you may have as well as that you
nay not have; is that true?

™at T don't know. I think I have to belong to an Actors
Guild in order to vwork.

Can you recall any other organizations, socleties, or groups
to which you have made contributions within the last ten years?

No.

Mr. CHAPLIN, I understand that you have bcen rather—that

the press from tine to tixe has indicated that you tore more

or lcss intercsted in Comrmnist—sponsored movements in this
country. Is that correct?

No, not Communist—-sponsored., They may have sponsored certain-—
I an just intercsted, I an liberal and I an intercsted in
peace, but by no means an I interested in Cormunism, I have
always made that statement. &s I say, I never noed any front
or any other name. I have always used my own name throughout
my whole life, I never used anyone clse.sranything. I havs

never belonged to any political organization other than the
things I have to belong to in accordance with ny worke

Lre you acquainted with HAR:%}QBRIDGES, Mr, CHAPLIN?

Yeos.

And, have you entertained hin in your home from time to time?
Yes—not from time to time. I think I met him once up here.

Do you knov whether or not ifr. BRIDGES is a member of the
Conrmunist Party?

T wouldn't know at 2ll.

~-13~
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Q-
be
Q.
A.
Qo

Qe

A.o

Suse deorsray
Vlas your association with him purely social?
It was purely social.
A;e you acquainted with HAMNS EISLER?
—

Yos.

And, will you tell us of your association with Mr. HANNS
EISLER?

It was purcly social and as a musiéian, an artist. I met
hin socially through other pcople,

Do you know whether HANNS EISLER.was a member of the Communist
Party?

That I don't know, To my belief, I don!'t think he is. To ny
knoviledge, I dontt believe he is,

Did you ever pay any money to HANNS EISLER?
Yos.

Yhy did you pay hin noney?

But, Weil, because he was doing work for me.

lihatever you pald him was in return for services rendered—
serviczs as a musician, composar?

Yes, Hc was putting music to one of my pictures,

Did you ever address a communication to anyene in which you
stated, "Russia, the future is yours.t?

Yes.

7ill you please tell us under what circunstances you addressed
such a cormunication, and the occasion?

Under the circumstances——
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Q. First of all, to whom was the communication addressed, and r B
the nature of it?

A. It was at the request of our Allies s which were the Russians
at that time. They wanted some kind of message for one of
their things in order to...for one of their amniversaries.

Q. Was it an open letter to someone?
A, Yes, It was to the thing...to the Russian people,
Q. To whom was the communication addrpssed?
‘fj A. I don't know. To Soviet Russia, something like that, To my
§§§ knowledge, it was not to anybody.
gﬁé‘ Q. Not to any individual?
paoed A, Not to any individual. I think it was to one of the newspapers.,

Vhat was the gist of the -cmmunication?

L A Only that they fought and died and so forth., The usual
o patriotic speech., That vas during the war, I believe. Yes s
I am surs. -
Qe ¢ Now, the Daily Worker on June 8, 1947 carried an article

purportedly written by you stating that you and a number of
other persons urged that the trials of EUGENE DENNIS, LEON
JOSEPHSON, and GERHARDT EISLER be postponed.

4, That is correct,
Q. Why did you advocate postponement?
A. Because we thought it was thehumane thing to do. e wanted

to see justice done in the proper way. That!s all.,

Qo How did you communicate your views to the Daily Worker?
A. T didn't communicate. I get hundreds of requests from all
sorts of organizations or societies. As a matter of fact, 7

I don't know these people, and so forth, and they say in the
cause of justice will you lend your na.me to such and such a

thing and so forth. It came about in that way. I don't know i
any members of the Daily Worker. I don't think I've ever met ‘

-15~ - ()
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A.
Q.

con;\{(mwg.

them, It was by correspondenﬁs writing to me and the
usual circular letters got out for defense of anybody or
any cause.

-3 you interested in them primarily because they were
Communists? . .

I was interested primarily becausec they said the thing was
rather rushed and as a matter of fact a witch hunting, vhich,
frankly, I personally believe. ' It has nothing to do with the
fact...X have, as I say, I have no brief for Communists. I
Neverese

Mr. CHAPLIN, an article appeared in the publication, Challengs,
The Voice of Youth, July 5, 1947, entitled 'Proceed With The

Witch Hunt?, which, among other things, quotes from a conversation

had with you, presumably by the editor of Challenge, wherein it
appears that you were being questioned in connection with your
film !'Monsieur Verdoux!, wherein you were asked the question:
'Are you a Communist sympathizer?! and you replied, !That has
to be qualified.! Do you recall that conversation,. Mr,
CHAPLIN? ‘

That is true,

Will you tell us just what you implied by your answer, it has
to be gualified, that you couldn't answer the question whether
you were a Communist sympathizer?

During the war, everybcdy was more or less a Communist
sympathizer. By that I mean the Communist of Russia, or
Russia, or Communists. %hat I wanted to define, as I say,
I never read a book about Communism. I don't know anything
about it. I never read KARL MARX or anything like that,

My interpretation of Communist was Russia. It wouldn't
naturally be Russia under the old regime, but as they are
Communist and they are fighting for what they feel is their
cause, I naturally fclt they put up a2 very good. cause, I
have always felt grateful because they helped us to get
ready and prepare our own way of life,

16~

Ry ot ST

()]



I4 100-15641

Q.

A,

Q.
A.

Qe

A.

Q.

4.

s

Do you consider yourself in sympathy with the cause of the
Comimunist Party ~ *%a V,S,A,7

I know nothing about the Communist Party of the U,S.A.,
nothing whatsoever, Does that answer you? This all-
emanates from the—all this sort of association of Communist
attached to me emanates from the fact that I was called

up during the war * - ->i-. a speech and deputize for lir.
DAVIS who was th. amvassador to Russia, and he was to speak -
in San Francisco, He was taken suddenly ill with laryngitis,
and at the last moment they called me up and asked me if I

.would go there for rally and so forth and get money for the

Russia thing, charity, or whatever it was, I went dowm there
the last moment., I made a speech. I felt very emotional about
the whole thing, and the news was coming through that they
were at Stalingrad and so forth and all this business, they
had fought and died a great deal, and I made a talk, a eulogy
of Russia and the Russian people, and, then, from there they
said, 'Good work,' and it was the thing to do, and we wanted
unity, and there seemed to be other forces trying to divide us
at that time, and the thing I always spoke and in all my
speeches I said, 'We want THOMAS LAMONT to HARRY BRIDGES, we
want that same unity, we have to win this war.! I mean, that
is the whole thing.

Mr, CHAPLIN, were you ever a member of the New Workers Party?
No.

Did you ever contribute any financial support to the New
Workers Party?

I don't think~rhat is the New Workers Party in the first
place? % get a million things here for all sort of donations,
Tie don't carry any list of what is a Communist front or what
isn't a Communist front, or anything else, I am sure I am

not a member of anything., That I can absolutely state with
all the assurance in the world. I am not a member of any
political party whatsoever,

In 1922 or '23, did you make a large donation to the Communist
Party?

I did not.

.//

0)

p



1A 100-15641

Q.

A

Qi

A.
Q.

A,

Qs

Qe

Lo

Q.

Q.
A,

CONFIXENTIAL
Have you ever made any donations to the Communist Party?

I am sure, never; not to my——I am surc,

Did you ever make any contribution to an organizaﬁion bailed
1A Soviet America to Come’?

No»

Did you ever contribute to the Russia- American Society for
Medical Aid to Russia?

T might have done, I don't know. Then I say that, I really
shouldn't say that. To my knowledge, I don't think so. A

lot of these things are all carried dovm to the studio and

they more or less aportion some of these things out you know.

T don't think so, To my mind I am sure I might have contributed
something to the Russian, I think to Russian charity.

But, nothing to the Communist Party as such?

Nothing to the Communist Party.

HEDDA HOPPER, Hollywood columnist, in her column December 27,
1943 stated: !From things I have learned, CHARLIE CHAPLIN
contributed §25,000 to the Communist cause and $100 to the Red
Cross.! What nave you to say about that Mir. CHAPLIN?

That is complete lie,

Did you know she made such a statement on the vadio?

No. As a matter of fact, I never take these papers at all.
This would be over the radio.

No. T didn't hear it, and that is not true. e make our
yearly thing to the Red Cross and have dong so throughout the

years. Same thing with the buying of war bonds and everything.
I bought half a million dollars worth of war bonds.
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Q- As I understand your testimony you now state that you have

never made any contribution to the Communist Party or the
Communist Party of the United States. ‘

A. Never, and that is a complete, tnmitigated lie,

Qe Did you make any contribution to the National Courcil of
American Boviet Frichdship, Incorporated?

Ao That I don't know, I may have. Personally, I would like
to see friendliness with the United States of Amorica.

Qe What is your recollcction as to whether or not you made a
contribution to that organization?

A, I believe we get occasionally letters or correspondence about
that. When I say correspondence, these circulars, circular
letters, It is possible and also possible we haven't. I,
myself, personally, I haven't sent them any check whatsoever
of that nature, T am sure. I may have done to one of those
Russian charitiass,’

Qe On November 20, 1942, was a dinner held by the Russian Var
‘Relief, Incorporated, known as the CHAPLIN Dinner?

A, Yes, that's true.

Qo Vhat was the occasion for that dinner, Mr, CHAPLIN?

A, Russian War Relief,

Qs And, by whom was the dimer sponsored?

a. By, oh, by the proper people that the Administration had

elected, that the Washington, you know, it was the proper
sponsoring. Who is the man who was the head of it—I don't
even remember,

Qe Why was the dimer given in your honor?

4. Because I had spoken eulogistically of the Russian war effort
: and Russia was very thankful to me for having done so, and,
naturally, they thought thet by having the dinner for me it
would contribute and get them monsy for their war relief, I
donated monoy myself on that occasion,
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Qa Did you give a reception for Major BARAYEV of the Russian
Embassy prior to the Russian Waer Relief dinner, on March 24,
1942, at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles?

A I don't think so, A4ll these relief things ard so forth wers
all sponsored bty the proper—it dame ftom the proper soutce,
86 I understand. I am trying to think of the whole thing.
He was at the back of it, (U\

Tt is noted that Major PAULEARAYEV was the Military Attache at
the Soviet Embassy, Washington, D, C.(lf}

Regarding this matter, on March 24, 1942 the Daily People's

World for March 25 and 26, 1942 carried articles concerning the Russian Var
Rellef meeting and said that CHARLES CHAPLIN was present in the audience and

725 called on for a few words. Further regarding BARAGYEV, Los Angeles 4
3 furnished information that a reception for BARAYEV would be held at
s 1 (// Chasens Restaurant in Los ingeles on the night of the rally. Information

Y7 7 wes also received from Informant gff#that a private reception was tendered
BLRAYEV by CHAPLIN on the Monday evening preceding the rally.(l))

Qe It is reported that on August 22, 1943— !
| A CARTER. Tt was all under the sponsorshlp of CARTER, the
. President's man.

OLOTQZOV, the official representative of the Soviet Union
otion Picture Industry in the United States, were given a
reception by the National Council of American—Soviet Friendship
at the kiocambo Club in Hollywood, at which you spoke and said:
'There is a grecat deal of good in Communism, We can use the
good and segregate the bad.! Do you recall that occasion,
Mr, CH.PLIN?

Q@ Q%; is reported that on iugust 22, 1943, Mr. and Mrs., MIKHAIL

A. I recall the occasion. I don't exactly recall that, I
might have said it. I might have said it.

Qe Do you recall the gist of your remarks at that time other than
what I have just quoted?

A. No., .I think it was onc of those spontaneous spccches,

. - - : )
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Q. T believe at that time you are also alleged to have saidi
'] am not a Communist. I am just a broken down comedians!
Now, on ALpril 16, 1944, did you attend 2 dinner party of the
Sovict Consul in Los ingeles in honor of Vice Consul

Vi V,XPASTOEV? | (C

A When is this?

Qe April 16, 1944.

A. I have been to the Russian Corisuliate hores

Q. Do you recall having attended this dinner on April 16, 19447
L. No. _AIWMQMM

Q. It is possible that yo? fr;éy havé:,’attended the dinner?

A No, because I have /qr_liy been )’/hero once or tiice.

Qs - Did you attend a innez} at thé Russian Consulate in Los

: Angeles in OctobG¥, 1943 to F’elr—.brate thc anniversary of
‘ the October Revolution? < / |

4 /
3 A

L&, | Yes,

Qs | Were you a speaker o/nthat occasion?

A Where mas this.at? o

Q. It was 2 d'nnex;)sponsored by the Russien Consulate in Los

ingeles to ¢éelebratc the anniversary of the October Revolution,
and the\dinr_ler was held in QOctober; 1943.

d

& <Dinnex;?'l/fmere ?
.w, - . .

Q. Doesn!t state vwhere.

L, No, I wasn't. No.

Qe Did you attend any anniversary celebration of the October
Revolution?

21~ . (1)
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Ao No. I think I have beecn to the Consulate one time. That
*s rhat I remember, and I remember practically the whole of
nodlywocd there.

Q. How many timos have you been to the Russian Consulate?

‘ ~
A lAbout. three times, /yLJléAi;}?’“"
s

Q. now many times have you attcended celebration f?nnergfgiven
by the Russian Embassy?

A None.,

Qo Did you ever entortain any members of the Russian Consulate
at your home?

b Yes.
Qs Do you redall when and whom you entertained?

Ae No, I don't recall. You see, we go% a lot of peoples I
entertain lots of thesec Consulates, Ambassadors, and Chinese,
and so forth, They all come up here, you know, because I am
pretty much of an international figure, but not much. I knew the
Russian Consulate here, Mr. THOMAS. \.TOMASOFF. (hgent's note:
This probebly refers to EUGENENUMANTSEV.) He was a nice,
little maen, and I liked him, but I don't think I saw him but
twice since he was here. Of course; again I must add, that they
look upon me and know of my friendliness, and I don't wish to
have—I am not antagonistic, I'1l say that now., I don't fecl
this antagonism against Russia. I don't feel it at all, Perhaps
I don't understand the situation, but I frankly must say that
I have still hope, and I still believe it would be a very good
Job if we could make a deal with them and I believe we would be
more propserous all around.

Qe Did you send a communication to Moscow offering your felicitations

to the Soviet Government in connection with the Moscow CHAPLIN
Festival which was to be held in Moscow?

L Ygs .. , | (UB
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Qs
4.

Q.
e

Qo

Q.
A.
Q.
* A
Qe

4o

Qo
A,

COXFIDPRCIAL
That did you say in that camunication; Mr. CHAPLIN?
Nothing, I was ve'. prouds Yo understand, this festival
was in honor of my work; and naturally, I told them I was
very honored that they would have such a festival and enjoyed
Iy WOris
Was it in connectir: ...  ome picture?
A11 my pictures,

Not in connection with any particular picture?

No, no, no, Strangely enough, you know, the last picturc I
have made is so...I understand is taboo in Russia.

Pardon?

They won't recleasc my last picture,

Which one is that, Mr. CHAPLIN?

'Monsicur Verd ux'! that thay won't release.

Now, about how many times have you attended receptions or other
gatherings sponsored by the Soviet Consulatc here in Los
Angeles?

Oh, very few.

Would it be as many as half a dozen?

No, I can only think of about threc—would be the limit,

It is noted that in the referenced report of the writer informa~

tion appears that CHAPLIN was either at, or was invited to attend receptions or
parties at the U.S5.5.R. Vice Consulate in Los Angeles on five occasions.

Q,
A,

Do you subscribe to the Daily Worker, Mr. CHAPLIN?

No.

()
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Qo

Ao

he

o

Qe

The reason I ask is, the Daily YWorker of *~ril %, 1943
announced the formation of National Cou - _ .. American-
Soviet Friendship, Incorporated, to permit better under—
standing between the United States and the USSR which was
considered essential to the war effort, Wers you identified
with this organization, Mr. CHAPLIN?

With one of them, yes, if anything alon; ... .ane of
promoting friendship, I donft lend my name to many of

those organizations, and I am sure, if, for instance,

if your Lepartment keeps up on this, I am sure they win't
find my name. If they do, it is an inadvertent thinz. I
don‘t go into this unless it will promote friendship, Russian,
the United States, and the Allies, all the illies, including
Great Britain, and so forth. I an naturally for that.

What is your attitude toward the Soviet Government at this
tine?

The samc as it always has boen. I feel very grateful to them,
What T read of the news, I don't see anything where thay have
committed any particular crime or outrage in our democracy.

What is your reaction to the way Czechoslovakia was taken over
by the Soviet?

Frankly, I donft know very much about the situation. I am very
ignorant on the subject. From what I read in the pepers, 1
still maintain I don't think Russia has done a damn thing. That
is my own personal belief. That is it they have done in
handling the thing? No soldiers were thercs There was no
bloodshed, and my sumration and analysis of the situwation, I
think my common sense tells me that we didn't do much for them
and the time of the Sudaten business, and I frankly believe the
press is trying to create a war and start and create a war

with Russia, and I wholeheartedly disapprove of it, and I am
sure that I am not a Communist and my name vwill never be con—
nected with any Communist. I have $30,000,000 worth of business——
what am I talking about Commmunism for? g

Do you think the Communist smy of life is better than the
American?
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