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On January l, 19'7 the Gule.nd Grc.nd Jnry net t.b probo the duth of
John Di:kson, a city prisoner, who dief in the New Park Hospital tm December
John Dickson died of what
father, James Dickson, charged that hi
fined in the Hot Springs City Jail.
Yood who was retained by the elder Di
had suffered t.errible i.nJuries and ap

The following conversat.ious and veatigaticn reveal;a poesi
of the Jury in this case py_uunicini_
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It might be stated at this point that om January 2, 1937, Leyor Leo P,
/ ¥cLaughlin suspended Chief of Police Joe Wakelin, Lt. Cecixl Brock, Day Captain
~ Arch Cooper, and Detective Glynn Buchanap, pending investigation of the charges
reda by the elder Dickson ir that his son had heen liltroated while confined in
the Hot Qprings City Jail. o : ,

It might also be stated that it learnad that Chief of Police Joe Wake-
line is a brother-in-law of Municippl orno S. Ledgervood, the former havlng
merried Ledgerwood!s aiator.

The following observations were had hw the Iritor on the morning of

6310 A M, - Agent saw 'Dutch' Akers in "Jim and George's' Reutaurant

Central Avenus, -

Akers was called to the telephone, and thereafter he left
the said restaurnnt. : . .

€316 A.M, - figent observed Akers talking ‘with a dark canpleyioned man

carrying a cane in front of Spencer's Cigar Store. The Police
Old:robile Sedan wes observed parked close by,

Agent observed a short, stocky colored man, wearing a dark

overcoat, blue suit, and horn-rimmed glasses try to gain em- ~

trance into the City Hall., The doors were apparently closed.

Agent th:n observed this colored man walk across the street

and stand in front of the Rock Island Rail:oad Depot being
visible tc snyone at the City Hall,

Agent observed another colored man cross Benton Street at the
City Hall and greet first cclored wan by shaking hands. The
second party was approximately 5'11% tell, 125-140 1lbs,, wore
a dark overccat, tan hat, ané had gold-rimmed glasses,

Both cclored men remeined standing in front of Rock Island
Railrcad Depot, being visible to anyone nt the City Hall.

- .'

Agent observed “Dutch' Akers and a second party (believed to
be Judge Ledgerwood) drgve ost _0Office, agent's point of
surveillance, and then back ihe drivewzy between the :
City Fire Department and the Chamber of COmnerco Building.;
This drivetay le.ds to the city Jail. ST LI

Agent obsorved Judge Ledgerwood walk across Benton Stroot frcm
the City Hall to the Rock Island Railroad Depot, and greet the
shorter of the two colored men. Thereafter agent observed this
colored man and Judge Ledgerwood walk to the rear of the Depot.
None of the parties were visible tc anyone at the City Hall, mo
were they visible to agent who was still maintaining the sur-

 veillance fror the sféps of the Post Office,




835 A.M.
to - Judge Ledgeiwood talked with both colored men in rear of Rock
8:42 A.M, Island Depot for npproximately seven uinuxes, nano of -hich ould
be overheard by Agent. o n o SR .g- s

v T

8342 A.H. - Agent observad Judgo Ledgerwood crosa Benton streot and entor

8343 A.X. Agent observod the two colorod nen, describod ubovo,Awalk woat
on platfor:. in back of Rock Island Depot tcwards Centiral Avenus.

8145 AN, L B
to Agent fcllowed the two colored men who wers walking and
8250 A.¥K., together, to the Garland COunty Court Houso on Ouachita Stroet.

B:55 A.M. Agent observed the two colored men enter the Grand Jury Roou on
the thinrd floor of the COurt House,

* e # rene

Agent will be able to 1den£ify the twacclbred men and Judge vbrno S. Led-
gerwood sho.1ld the same ever becore necessary,

On January 6, 1587 the Garland County Gr.nd Jury made the follovwing report‘
to the Honorable Circuit Judge Earl Witt: X

"?e have besn in session three deys investigating the circnmstancea sur-
ro.nding the death of one John Dickscm. W¥e have heard 3& witnesses, and
have endeavored to develop every particle of evidence that would have any
bearing upon the death of John Dickscn, a priscner in :‘he city jail re-
cently. 7e have called upon every person who might have an; testimony
or who might know of any one who might have some information that would
tend to throw light on the investigation.

We have returned true bills in cases of seven defendants whom we believe
unjer ths testizony devel.ped during our 1nvestigation should face trial
in uonnectlon with the death of Pickuun. o ) _

_ “uring our inveatigntion we fOund no evidence to connect Coief of Police
Joe Wekelin with the actual nistreatment of any priscner, but the evidence
revealed by our investigation leads us tc belleve that should Chief Wake-
1lin have exercised a more daminant contrel over the officers under him such
circunstances as i1hos reve-led in the Dickson case and other cases of al-
leged mistreatment of priscners, wo.ld not have existed,

We, the members of the grand jury, strongly condemn any type of brutal so-
called "third Degree" methods used upon prisoners, Such practices tend

tc destroy the credibility of the evidence of officers im criminal trials,
aside fror being inhuman and which nmo civilised community should tolerate,




¥e deeply appreciate the helpful co-ope.atiom of the mayor, the sheriffi!s
office, the municipal judge, and the circ it judgo 1n our inrestigatian
of the Dickson case.® {Signed) - .
LT Charles Goslec, foreman

I. C. Beam, clerk

w. W, m.y’ .

Harold J., Coomber,

‘ndy Je :Qtt.

F. L. Thompsom, -~ - -
~Ae Rs Puckett’ (n“TO)

J. ¥, Page, (megro)

Roy Taylor,

Reed Farmer, :

Gil H. Wootton, -

C. Faomett Kar 8tm’

J. B. Fheatley, ,

Eendry T. Shraeder,

Leon Dinkelspiel,

G. L. Kerritt,

In3ictuwents charging secon degree murder were returmed against the follow-
ing police officerss

Ceptain L. A. (Arch) Cocper
faptain R. L. (Bob) Hcore
Lieutenant Cecil Brock,
Detective Glynn Buchanan,
Petrcluman Press Griffin,
Petreclman Jos Scott,
Patrolmen Andrew Irwin.

A1l of the above members of the police department immedietely surrendered
thexselves at the Sherifits Office and w:re released under & $1500.00 bond,

Severel hours after the G.and Jury rade iis return as to these individuals,
Yayor Leo P. McLaughiin discharged eesch and everycne frcm the Hot Springs Police
De artuent, and issued the statement that they will ncver be Exxmszixi agaln con-
nected wlth ithe city's administration during his term of offiee. L

As the subse,uent te;epnone logs will indicate, none of the above diachargcd
rolice officers are a,parently much concerned cver their preiicement, Several of -
ther have been overheard to say that there isn't any:ihing tc the xkagxygsm charges
mide against ihem,

“'The Ma,or has as yet made no definite staterzent concerning whether he will
re-instate Chief Joe Wukelin on the police force.

L) e
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Although this is not d.finitely known, it is believed that the Mayor's
action in suspending the four nemed police officers is merely a politiczl
gesture, and that nothing further will ever be done concerning the sevem . )
officers iniicted., Recently there appeared a news article in the local ncvo- o
per tc the effect that a member of the Arkansas Legislature, since identified -
as Rev. Lee Nichols of Logan County, will introduce &n the next legislature
a resclution providing for a committec to investigate conditions in Hot Springs,
particularly the John Dickson case, the Luciano case, and the recent democratic
staete primary in which Garland county gave to; heavy favorites to those candi-
dates who had the endorsement of ths Hot Springs City Alliniatration. .

Fith re.ercnce to the abovo resalution the follo"ng cchLrsntiann were
overheard ani gpeak for themaclvsln o . ‘ ‘
< F -

11:21 AN, (1/8/57) - Incaling over lla or's phono RS :.L;I.‘_'
Grady Yanning of Little Rock cnlled long diltanco tor vgyor Eanughlin.

Yanning:s You axsd me the otho‘ day about this fellow Nichols - and

‘ I said that he was a reascnable fellow, Well, I'll retract
that statement., He's got a resclution drawn up about six
or seven pages long. The Speaker of the House let me read
it, end the things it recites in there arc awful. I can't
believe them. I wish ti:at you and I &and Jiz Caupbell can
get tosether, and i.cuss how we should handle this situation,

Mayor 3§ That thing was uritten in Hot Springs. I got wind of it a
couple days ago. Joe Denby who lost the Circuit Judgeship
in the next county, this fe.low Nichols, and Scott Wood col-
laberated on it. . .

Vanning 3 It would l:zave an awful bad taste if tnis thing were intro-
duced, It m ntions a lot of names, snd eikmxxxx cites many
instances of alleged corruption that I don't belleve are true.
If the newspapers get & hold of it, they'll blast the hell
out of us down there, uven if thsty daun thing isn't 1ntr0uuced

Mayor 3 Can't we discourage the introduct on of 1t 1n scme ¥ay.

?anning} " That's what want you down here ‘or. Bransford is our friend
end he let me re?d the paper. S . L

Vayor LR Can't we get the head man o dvop it.' Ho's here, yon kno'.

Manningz Thnt'a what I want tc discuse with you = how to proceed on it,
I would suggest that you and I and Campbell talk to John
(Bransford) about this. Botter coms over this afterncon or
tomorrow,

Mayor; Will you be ublp ¢4c have Jix and John there?




Manning: John is berc all the time, and Jim said he'll stay umtil
tomorrow, :

Wayor 3 All right Grady, I'11 bo over thcre aromd three or four . .
R thia afternocn. R ;

,»v-' R N : i ~ <<...,;,'-4,- ,J"»""'a~

" Manning: That's fine. I'll round up John and 0aprell, and ;Q'll bo |
o all set than you get hero. o : | >
C L . R e u~§ * & *w ‘,  "Ti7 - f f g}f

i Lyt
Ll A

For your infornation Grady ¥anning 13 President ot tha Southwest Hotol
Corporat. on and is located at the Marion Hotel in Little Rock, Arkanszs, The'
Majestic and Kings ay Hotels in Hot Springs are owned and ¢controlled by this
corporation. John Branaford is the designate-spesker of the Arkansas State -
House of Represontativns, and Jim Campbell is s 1ocal attorney in Hot Springa.

AN

The fcllowing conversat¢on was overhaard on January b, 19573

11450 AN (L/h/sv) - Incoming over ts&a - o .'v _' “, n.n.l.

,..,‘ . _'

Crady “anning called long aiqtancc for Bayor McLaughlin frox Littlo
Rock, Erkansas.

¥annings Leo, I had a talk with that fellow end everything was :
very aatisfactory. He said that only we two would know

Mayof z Veah, well that'= fine.

Vannings I think you d*d e fine bit of work, ena I'm gled you came
, over yesterday. - .
¥ayor g Joe and Raymond said they would gat in touch with me uhis

noming.

_ '7 ®EEER * ,

It is not known exnctly Just who Joe and Raymond are, but it is believed that
"Joe" might be Joe Schneider, a close perscnal fiiend of the Mayor's, and "Ray-
mond® might be Raymond Robsamen of Little Rock. The Mayor place a call for hin
at Little Rock at noon on Januany 8, 1957, but he uaa not 1n.-- e

-t P
P R .

s . o . - . - . . . e

Baspoctfully sub:itted,

John L. ndlh.
Special Agent.
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- = R | L "‘ i A. - v o - December 16’ 1936, - :‘_,
MEBORANDUK FOR E, J, CONNELLEY; . . el S
Re: Brekid. = -

There are attached hereto the loges for Dec=mber'iv i 6 covering the taps
on telephones listed to the Chief of Police, City Jallor, and the Mayor's Office,
all located in the City Hall at Hot Springs, Arkansas.

This date being on a Sunday, not much actlvit ‘came over the phones. "Dutch"
bkers left Hot Springs lste this =wwimg evening to go to Prescott, Arkansas in the
hopes of rounding up "Pug" Dixon and his gang who are wanted by the local police
for ascaulting Chief of Police Fakelin an. for the robbery of the Ohlo Ciub whlch
took place over a year ago.

respectfully submitted,

John L. Yadala,
Special Agent.
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