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JOHN ED?:EACR"::OOVER ',‘-":.; » é
S Federal Bureau of Investipation Z‘
United Htates Bepartment of Justice 4
RWashington, . C.

EAS:JJM February 17, 1937.

MEIORANDUM FOR W)ﬂn &M

RE: Telephone taps, Hot Springs, Arkensas,
QOBrekid.” = 77

’ This resume covers an examination of the longhand logs on
\> the telephone taps for January 24, 25, and 26, 1937. The pertinent information
Y disclosed is as follows:

/
\)/ Jenuery 24, 1937

It appears from the telephone conversation a2t 1:49 P. M.

v over 648 between Representztive Carroll"Holli.ngsworth and Mayor McLaughlin,
that members of the Stzate Legislature are attempting to induce the estranged
wife of McLaughlin to testify agesinst him. Perticular attention should be
psid to that part of the conversation where Hollingsworth mentions "the payoff
&t the Kingsway." The Kingsway is now operated under the name of the/Bastman
Hotel snd three friends of McLaughlin, viz; Gradthanning, Raymond fRebszmen

«_ .. 2nd another man, 1l from Little Rock, Arksnsas, are supposed to heve obtzined

T the gambling concession &t the Eastmzn Hotel for the coming season.

.- In the call et 3:26 P. M., Mayor McLzughlin agrees to the
2 relezase of oneCole. = - r~ i — o -
_ . NLCURDIID & INDLiw /_ 5 /[3 - C - ’4 /
’ Jenusry 25, 1937 -
= It appears from telephone call at 2:37 P. M. over #648 thet
- zzel Marsh, Secretary to Meyor Leo PJ§ McLaughlin is kept advised by the Mayor '
-~ of confidential metters. The "Preachers" referred to, probzbly are Baptist
- Ministers who ai their convention at Paragould, ‘Arksnses, pledjed |their support
= to the investigation of Hot Springs thet is being conduct, s State - ‘
?’ ‘ Legisleture. (See Clipping from the Hot Springs New Era % 1/84%/37, herewith ~
attached. 4 Al éf"' ) )

€
The calls at 10:30 P. M. over #123 and at ')10:40 P, M. show
that Arch\Cooper, Ceptain of Police who was dismissed from the force as & re-
sult of the desth of John“Dickson on 12/24/36 is employed at the Belvedere
Night Club, the largest gembling resort in Hot Springs. Apperently Cooper uses
& sewed off shotgun at the Belvedere Club and Ben\Rogers, who is Night Ceptein
of Police agreed to deliver such a gun to Cooper &t the Belvedere.

COPIES DESTROYED
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Memorzndum for the Director -2 - February 17, 1937.
Jenuery 26, 1937

Note should be made of the telephone call at 2:14 P. M.
over #123 between & woman named Billie and “Dutch"[Akers, where Akers suggests
a plan by which the Police Depertment will eid her in collecting on a bond.
Akers quickly withdrew the suggestion when he saw that the woman was not pleased
with the ides. A

Your attention is directed to the telephone conversation
at 7:18 P. M. over #123, between "Dutch" Akers and an unknown man, where the
men suggests that Akers can make $50:00 by convicting a person for a violation
committed in a house, upon which the H. O. L. C. had loaned money. If there
is such & law, it probably can be verified through the HOLC offices at Little
Rock, Arkansas.

.‘

In the conversation between Mrs. Minnie King and Mayor Leo
P. McLaughlin at 9:40 A. M. over #648, Mrs. King complains of her young nephew
freguenting a pool hall.

In the conversation between "Steve" and Akers at 7:00 P. M.
over #446, & suzgestion is left that in case a certain party comes to Hot
Springs, Akers will profit to the smount of $25.00. This call may have refer-
ence to some "Con" man.

\_ This evening State Revenue Officers under Commissioner
D. LA Ford raided the Club Belvedere, Southern Club, Ohio Club, Kentucky Club,
Milsaps Cigar Store, Miller's Cigar Store and probably other gambling places
in Hot Springs. Gambling eguipment was seized and the newspaper indicates

it vill be destroyed if possession is not regained of the eguipment within

24 hours. It appears that the local police depertment were not given prior
notice of the intended action of the State Revenue Departaent and were sur-
prised. After news of the raids wes obtained, Akers became quite active and
advised one men, probably Roscoé\Johnson of the Southern Club to "go dovn the
Avenue and tell all the boys" of the raids that were then being conducted.
Likers thereafter conversed with Meyor McLeughlin, who stated that they would
have to start proceedings tomorrow morning to regain possession of the equip-
ment that was taken.
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MEMORANDUM FOR m&

RE: Telephone taps, Hot Springs,
Arkansas < Brekid.

i AR . ors

“/ This resume covers an examination of the longhandnlogs on the
telephone taps for Jeanuary 27, 28, 29, and 30, 1937. The pertinent infor-
metion disclosed is as follows:

Janvery 27, 1937

It appears from the conversation between Ceptain Jerrﬁikatxlns
end Phillips (Jimmic’Phillips, Menager of the Southern Club), overheard at
2:51 P. M. over #,/65 that Watkins is either presently residing in or in-
tends to move into the house at 125 Florence Street. The conversation in-
dicates that this house is owned by Phillips.

) Your attention is called to the following conversations: 4:15
end 4318 P. M. over #123; 4:35 and 4:37 P. M. over #446; 4:45 snd 4350 P. M.
over #123, where it appears that Akers is not interested in prosecuting
Attorney Frieder for writing a bad check but is working with the Vance
Bronhe;s Pawn Shop to locate Frieder so that he can get a "Cut" in inducing
/Frieder to mske the check good.

Prev1ous reports have set out conversations between GracE’Eoldstein
end Dutc _kers concerning a ring that Grace Goldstein bought. The ring
epperently wes stolen and "Dutch" end Grace epparently got $50.00 from the
deal. The call at 6:28 P. M. over #123 apparently has reference to thet seme
ring.

Note call at 10:55 P. M. over #446 vhere Officers Davis and Bradley
report they are telephone #116, which is the Miller's Cigar Store, a gembling
house.

In the conversation at 9:18 A. M., over #648 the Mayor tells Carroll
\Holllngsworth, a State Representative, a story, somewhat bawdy, to mzke his
point that the State Legislative Committee is aiming at him in investigating
Circuit Judge Ear¥Witt. Also note statement of the Mayor that he made
$25,000.00 for the city out of that thing (probably referring to to gambling
houses r T
). RECORDLD & INDEXED :'7__5](‘_ - - 224 ‘3
In the conversation at 8:48 A. M. over #648, Judge'Ledgerwood‘ gr
to fix a parking or traffic ticket. ?
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Memorandum for the Director -2~ February 17, 1937.

January 28, 1 .

Note should be made of the telephone call at 9:10 P. M. over
#4146 vhere Herbert nputchAkers converses in a friendly fashion with a
girl who gives her address as 7083 Central. This is the address of a
house of prostitution run by a woman named ™Bessie."”

Your attention is also directed to a conversation at 9:00
A. M. over #648 between Mayor Leo P¥McLaughlin and W. SJHJacobs. The
exact nature of the subject of this conversation is not known but it ep-
pears thet the Mayor is doing some kind of work for Jacobs. It has
previously been reported that the Mayor represents Jacobs in a legal
capecity.

In the newspaper clippings above mentioned it will be noted
that the Mayor in representing the chamber of commerce is opposing the
sale of radio stetion KTHS at Hot Springs, Arkensas to Colonel T. H.

] Barton of El Dorado, Arkansas. It will be recalled that in previous
conversations overheard on the teps that the Mayor himself has a plan
vhereby he, himself, can meke some money from the sale or leasing of this
same redio station.

January 29, 1937

It appears from telephons cells at 8:23 A. M. and 8:45 A, M.
over #648 that Hazel’ﬁarsh, Secretery of Mayor McLaughlin handles the
fixing of traffic tickets, probzably through Judge Ledgerwood.

The reaction of the Police Depertment readily manifested itself
shortly after the Stete Revenue Officers began to conduct raidis on gembling
esteblishments &t Hot Springs on the ebove evening. Akers became very esctive
shortly after receiving word of the reids being carried on.

The first telephone call overheard over the telephcnes under
surveillence, was 6:37 P. M. when Mrs. Akers advised "Dutch" Lkers of the
raid then being conducted at Millers Cigar Store. Thereafter one Cravwford,
identity unknown, telephoned "Phil" (probsbly Norwood Phillips) at the
Chiczgo Club &and spoke of the raids then being staged. Thereafter at 7:02
P. M. over #123, Akers informed his vife of details of the reid on the
. Millers Cigar Store. Thereafter the following significant conversation
vas overheard by Special Agent H. A. Snow at 7:05 P. M. over #123, the call
being an in-oming one.

tkers: Hello .

¥en. Dutch, this is Roscoe (or Robert). I just heard that they are tearing
up things down the street.

Akers. Yes they are. You'd better close up your place. Go down the Avenue
(Central Avenue) right away and tell the boys.

Man. O. X. Thanks, Dutch.

(The man calling probably was Rosco;‘Johmson, proprietor of the Southern Club.)
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Memorandum for the Director -3- February 17, 1937.

In the telephone conversation at 7:08 P. M. over #123 between
Mrs. Fbel (probably wife of WalterfEbel, a local newspaper reporter) and
"hutch" Akers, Mrs. Ebel in speaking of the raids asks "Dutch" if he can
square things up and Akers replies "I'm trying."

The reaction of the local police officers to the raids can be
gethered from the conversations over #123 at 7:25 P. M. and 7:41 P. M.

The following conversation between Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin and
Herbert "Dutch" Akers, over #123 st 8:11 P. M. was overheard by Special
Lgent H. A. Snow.

Akers. Celled 600 (Telephone at residence of Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin).

McLaughlin,.Hello.

Ekers You still want me?

McLaughlin.Did they take 211 the stuff (Gambling equipment)

Akers Yes. Everything. Loaded it all in trucks. Its Ford's (Com-

missioner of State Revenue Department) men vho did it. They had an order

from Chief Justice. Griffin Smith dug up some old law about it. Ford was

here with the whole committee, I judge, because I know Nichols and saw him

with three men that I didn't know.

¥cLaughlin.Yeah. I found out from s newspaper man that that order was
issued by Chief Justice Griffinmeith. Vie'll have to stert proceedings
tomorrow before they bwrn it. Let Louie\Petroccio (phonetic) claim it
11 and bring it back.

Akers, Yes. I talked to Jake (Jacobs). He's out in the country buti he's
coming in efter a bit. I'll see him.

WeLzughlin.Alright."

In the cbove czll vwhen Akers is mentioning the Committiee he is
probzbly referring to the State Legislative Committee now investigating vice
end corrupition in Hot Springs snd vicinity. Representetive Nichols is &
member of that committee. The keen interest of Mayor McLeughlin in regaining
possession of the seized gambling equipment for the proprietore of the plesces
reided, is evident. He appezrs not at €ll reluctent to suborn e witnesc in
sugzesting thet one Petroccio, (phonetic) clein a1l the properiy.

\ Attention is called to the cell at 9:31 P. M. over #446, vhere
DaveVJohneson, vho appecrs from the conversation, to be engeged in some illegeal
buginess, telephones the Hot Springs Police Depariment end asks Ben Rogere

. - wvho 1s Night Captain-vhether "Those suckers" have left tovn, in probably
referring to the State Revenue men.,

Note should be mede of the conversztion at 8:15 A. M. over #123
vhere Lkers egrees to fix e parking ticket for Dr. Stough &nd conversstion

overhezrd at 9:05 A. M. on #648 where Judge Ledgerwood egrees to take cere
of 2 ticket for Dr. Carrell.
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Memorendum for the Director -4 - Februery 17, 1937.
Jeanuary 30, 1937

In the telephone cell &t 8:15 A. M. over #446 between Night
Ceptein Ben’Rogers end Ebel (Vizlter Ebel, Reporter of the Sentinel Record
&nd Nev Era Newspapers et Hot Springs), esttention ie directed to the state-
ment of Ebel in referring to & traffic ticket, that Judge Ledgerwood seid
ke would streighten it out. In the subsequent call et 8:30 A. M. over
#446 Ebel reminds the Police Department to be sure to give the ticket
vhich he sent down, to Judge Ledgerwood. . ‘

The csll at 5:35 P. M. over #446 betveen Ceci.]?Brock (Dismissed
policemen under indictment for the killing of John‘Dickson) and Mrs. Brock,
it would appesr that Brock and wife ere operating either & "Bookie" place
or & horse race wire service. It will be recalled that a few weeks ago,
it was reported that Brock had installed three unlisted telephones in his
residence, he, elready having another at that time.

At 6:33 P. M. Akers cells Williem S. Jecobs' residence, unlisted
telephone #2115. Akers has little to report to Jecobs end sezys there it
ncthing importent to see Jacobs for tonight end then states he will see
Jzcobs in the morning. The reference to the "Fire" is to the burning of the
gembling equipment teken from the Belvedere Club end other gembling places
on the preceding night by the State Revenue Officers. Thie equipment
tctuglly was burned on the evening of Jenusry 30, 1937, at Little Rock.

In the conversation betveen Akers end an unknovn voman overhesrd
on #446 et 9:16 P. M. Akers stutes the Meyor is talking of cutting the
force to only three men et day end three &t night; of cutting the Fire De-
pertuent in helf and the Street Department by two-thirds. In referring to
the reids the vomen stetes that 1100 were put out of empleoyment thereby
(the same figure quoted in the local papers) and Akers stetes it is close
to 2200 in counting those persons indirectly employed es well s persons
Girectly employed by Jacobs.

Note the werning given by Chief of Police Resberry to Night
Captein Een Fogers nct to permit eny of those fellows (dismissed policemen)
&id in any erreste, herezfter. Apperently scme one of the dismissed officere
hed teken pert in en arrest, since his dismissal.

‘ In the cell at 9:35 A. M. over #648, a men nemed Chese, who

- . probably is identical with Fd. Chase, co-owner of Millsap's Ciger Store, e
gexbling plece which wee raided on the previous night by the State Revenue
Officers, epecks with Mayor McLzughlin &nd menticns that "those mechines"
ere out. The Meyor states that it is a good time to keep them out. The
mechines mentioned probably are slot or other type of gambling mschines.

Note should be mzde of the cell at 9:40 A. M. over #648 between
Meyor McLaughlin and Jacobs (%. S. Jacobs). The Mayor ie apperently referring
to the gambling equipment seized on the previous night by the State Revenue
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Menmorsndum for the Director -5 - Februsry 17, 1937.

Officers, when he sdvises Jacobs that the only decision wes over 30 yeers
ego when the stuff wes finally burned and that he does not believe thet
enything cen be done. When Jecobs asks whether it is alright to go ahead
on the horses (Horse race betting), the Mayor seys it is alright to do so.
In this szme metter, note should also be made of the conversations &t
10:35 A. M., 10:36 A. M., and at 11:27 A. M. over #648. In the last
mentioned call, Jacobs mentions to the Meyor that they wouldn't put up the
boards (Race Entry and Result Bozrds) and that they had a cut-off on their
phones. The Mayor agein stetes it will be alright. It also sppears that
Jecobs advises with Sheriff Anderson, but the Mayor sppeers to be dominant.

Your ettention is celled to the statement of Meyor McLeughlin
in the czll at 12:10 P. M. over #648 that Scott\Wood, Carroll D.ﬂ ¥ood end
Griffin Smith are responsible for every thing end told Ford (Commissioner
of the State Revenue Department) to get to work. This apparently refers
to the previous night's raids.

In the sbsence of Mayor McLaughlin, Roscoe Johnson of the
Southern Club tells the Meyor's Secretary thet he wanted to tell the Keyor

thet he got orders to close from SollGodwin. The identity of Sol Godwin
is not known.




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ‘ é . @ )
DIRECTOR x
. Federal Bureau of Inuestigation
¥nited Htates Bepartment of Justice
Washington, B. .
EAS:JJM February 18, 1937.
MEMORANDUM FOR~FH—PIFFCSOR -
RE: Telephone teps, Hot Springs,
\3‘(\ Arkanses, Brekid.
) The taps\kon telephone numbers 123, 446, 648, which are listed
A to the}Hot & prlngﬂ'xl;olice Department and the Mayor's Office were removed s
Februsry 3; 1937. The Junction Box where the teps were located was kept ~

o under surveillsnce from time to time throughout February 4, 1937. No men
() vere seen working either around the Junction Box or in the vicinity of the
\ V Police Depertment end the box shows no evidence of having been touched. It ™~

is highly improbeble that Akers will take any actions to check the telephone |

, 3 lines after Februsry 4th. For this reason, after an inspection is made of 3\
‘\ ) the neighborhocd it is intended to replece the taps on the ebove telephone

N lines in the morning of February 5, 1937. The tep on the residence telephone <

) of ¥. S.XJ ecobgs will also be instelled at this time, the point of surveil- P(,

lence being at 2053 Cedar Street. This surveillance will be meinteined on ~
a 24 hour basis by Special Agents J. M. Jones and Sﬁuttler. /

W ~

N Thies resume covers an exemination of the longhand logs on the O

\r telephone taps for Januery 31, February 1, 2, and 3, 1937. The pertinent o
information discleosed is as follows: R \

R

/ Jenuary 31, 1937 '3

“4

At 7:50 L. M. the telephone teps on telephones#122, #446, end
~ #648 vere re-ectzblished by Special Agent J. M. Jones. Nothing ceme over
4 the taps todey to indicate that anyone was csuspicious of their presence.
bkers reported for work in the morning but vent home & short while later.
Be spent the rest of the dey st home.

At 10:15 A. M. the tep on the residence telephone of ¥. S. Jecobs -~
of 116 Ceder Streect, telephone #2115, was estebliched. Several cells have
been overheard over this telephone ancé it appears thet Jacobs transacts most
of his business over this phone. For this resson it should be productive.
Pending receipt of another listening set, the set formerly attached to line
#446 ves temporarily removed and it is now being used on the Jacobs! tap.

It will be noted in the logs for the teps on telephones 123,
446, anc €.8 at Hot Springs for Janusry 31, 1937, which ere attached hereto
thet Mayor icLaughlin mede several calls from his office telephone slthough

the day was Sunday. RBOORDED ‘ 7_ 5 7 é 3 2 3

&
INDEXED |, L

)
i
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Memorandum for the Director -2 - Februsry 18, 1937.

In the call at 2:00 P. M. over #648, between Meyor McLaughlin
and Representative Carrol?{?zllinsworth, it is evident that the Meyor is
exerting every effort to "aside the investigation being conducted by
the Stete Legislature. He asks sbout Murrey (I. T. Murrey, member of the
Investigeting committee) and Hollinsworth states that he has & man who
will telk to him. Note should also be mede that Hollinsworth stztes that
they went Circuit'Judge Eerl}itt to resign elleging that he tekes bribes,
drinks end geambles on horse reces. Hollinsworth also mentions that the
committee expect to get some informetion out of a man named Watts (Sgm
Wgtt) and the mayor disegrees with this opinion because he believes that

att is interested with Jacobs. :

In the telephone call at 11:06 P. M. over #123 between some
officer et the Police Department and Chief of PolicéyRasberry, it will be
noted that two men arrested in the rear of Jacl Fryf2 place (Eeystone
Bar) for gambling were arrested and teken to j&3l but Fry was‘not because
there was no one to tazke care of his place of business, elthough his name
vwes entered on the docket, it being steted that he would be down in the
morning, no bond apperently having been put up by him.

Februery 1, 1937

L. M. cver #123 where Captein of Police Jerr¥yy¥atkins stetes that he thinks
he cen fix a parking ticket and the cell at 8:%6 A. M. over 648 whereyJudge
(Ledgertood agrees to fix a parking ticket for one Charlie. e\(

Tvo calls refer to the fixing of&;iszic tickets, one at 8:50

Attention is called to the ceallsat 10:37 A. M. and 10:38 A. M. over
#1223 vhich indicate that "Dutch"\Akers connives with theyVence Brothers Pewn
Shop, probebly with the idea of purchasing et & nominal pPrice erticles such
s rirge that heve been pavned by persons vho have been errested.

The essociztion of the locel police with known gemblers end gembling
pleces is indiceted in the cell =zt 8:30 P. M. over 246 vhere & vomsn celle
#1065 (Southern Ciger Stand, & part of the‘Southern Club gembling house) and
tells FrankyNebett thet she and Jerry ¥Vatkins, Ceptain of Police) will pick
hin up &t the Southern Club et 6:20 ASM. At 9:25 P. M. 2 party asking for
Murray (Officer John)\Murray) is told he can be located at Miller's Cigar
Store, a gembling holise. At 10:03 P. M. Officers Murray snd Davis report
in &t 116, listed to the)Hiller Cigar Store, which place they practicelly
meke their headguesrters each night.

With reference to the activities of Meyor Leo PY/McLaughlin to
learn of the progress of the Legisletive Investigating Comflttee and his
efforte to avert further investigation, attention is called to the follow-
ing conversetionswhich were overheerd on this date: -
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Memorendum for the Director -3- February 18, 1937.

, Call at 9:16 A. M. over 648. The man calling suggests that Bob
‘Campbell, a State Representetive and stooge for McLaughlin, invite 40 or

.50 representetives over to a cerd game, probably to their sympeathies.
The meyor also states in this conversation that from Farris, (Secretsary
Stete Recing Commission) told him about the bill introdiced by Represente-
tive Butt to mzke horse racing, that they (certain politicians) went to be
deslt with.

Call at 9:32 A. M. over 648 where Representztive Carroll
Hollinsworth reports that five witnesses appeared before the Committee
but they (The Committee) got nothing and states that he will advise the
identities of the witnesses later.

Cell at 9:51 A, M. over 648 where Mayor McLaughlin advises Circuit
Judge Earl Witt that the Committee had charged him, Witt, with drinking and
betting on the races.

Call at 11:10 A. M. over 648 where V. GJ‘Bouic, former prosecutor
suggests M. Lawrence\Burrows as & contect et Little Rock, to the Meyor.
The Meyor chows his Interest when Bouic suggests that action be taken in the
Appellete Court to prevent the railding of the Club Belvedere agein by Revenue
Officers.

Call at 11:45 A. M. over 648 vwhcre the Mayor tells John)ﬁold that
the rezicding end closing of the locel gambling houses costs the city £1800.00
per month. (This income is probebly derived by the system of collecting
fictitious fines from the operztors, it amcunting to & "city payoff."

Call at 2:00 P/ M. over 648 where the Mayor and Gradyy¥enning
discuss the constitutionslity of the issusnce of seizure vrits (dn gambling
equipment) and Mayor McLaughlin spesks of "getting to" ecre men who wes in
Forest City on this date.

Call &t 2:40 P. M. over 648 between Dr.XThompson (City Jsil
Physicien and Informent for the Meyor) and the Mayor re getiing "Stuff"®
(Gembling equipment) back through Bouic.

Note:~ The nevspapers report that not ell of the eguipment seized by the
Stete Revenue Officers on the Night of January 29th in reiding gambling

. - places &t Hot Springs, was burned on the night of Januery 30th, but that
equipment which wes questioned es coming under the category of "Gambling
Fquipment" wes held for & decision by scme judicial body. This gambling
equipment which was not burned is probebly the subject of the above dis-
cussion between Doctor Thompson snd the Mayor.

R e s S LT RIS I SR PR T T R SRR TN R A FE PN R FT TG I, e T
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. Memorandum for the Director -4 - February 18, 1937.

Februa 2, 1

. In the telephone call at 8:34 A. M. over #123 it will be noted
that "Dutch" Akers is attempting to induce Mr.{Noble,Msnager of the Western
Unien to fix up & form congratulatory telegremlto be addressed to Represen-
tetive\lfener, and solicit throughout Hot Sprirgs for persoms to send that
or & similer message to Maner for his speech of the previous day. Maner
alleged that Little Rock was just as corrupt as Hot Springs.

The cell at 2:00 P. M. over #446 indicates that Officer Charles
\kRobbins resigned. Informstion has since been obteined that Robbins obteined a
position with the State Revenue Department.

At 7:05 P. M, Officer Georgé\%oung cells the Citizen's Cigar Store,
e gambling house, and agrees to "Fix" a traeffic ticket for Lee Hell.

The Lttorney\Grover with whom Mayor McLeughlin converses et 8:35
L. M. over 648 epperently is representing the Mayor in his diverce action.
The Mayor mekes reference to his speech of the night previous. At that time
he addressed the City Council and told the Council that the city was losing
siﬁ;ﬁb&:eo every month by the closinz of gambling houses in the city, the
poney being obteined by & system of fines, the psyment of vhich eazch menth
gives srezcticel immumity to gembling opercztors from police irterference.

In the conversaticn, overheard over 648 at 10:46 A. M. the Mayor
rentions thet two other men from Little Rock eand himself visitzd Jacobs
house on the previcus evening. The conversetion is gusrded but it is evident
thai the Mejyor is specking of the Ocklawm Rece Track et Hot Springs end he
indicctes rether strongly thet the rece trezck cen operete only through a
"Peyoff" to certeir people in Little Rock, indiceting perticulerly, members
of the Recirg Commicssion.

The lMayor is keeping & close wztch on the ectivities of the in-
vestigeting legleletive comnittee as is evidence by the cell et 11:41 P, K,
over ;648, vhere he states thet he has lesrned thet = mzn nzmed Level who
wes giving informeaticn to the Commititee vwas convicted of burglery in Jenucry,
19z6.

. At 4:30 P. M. over 7648 the Mzyor reports to the Sheriff's Office
that they ere certzin pecple &t & hotel who are "fleshing more mcney then they
did at the Belvedere."

Februery 3, 1937

Attention is directed to the two calls at 8:45 4. M. and at 9:02
A. M. over #648. In the first cell Judge Ledgerwood egrees to teke "care cf"
tvo men cherged with being drunk. In the other call Ledgerwood agrees to
teke care of & warning notice probebly for perking for some woman, Ledgervood
egrees to fix a parking ticket for one Brasswell in the call et 12:15 P. M.
over #648. .




-

¢ e

Memorsndum for the Director -5 February 18, 1937.

Tt will be noted thzt a mzn named Kemp, who may be identiceal
witk S. ﬁ‘LKemp, Postmester at Hot Springs telephones Mayor McLaughlin
end inform3 him that Grady Manning-of Little Rock hes been trying to scare
Circuit Judge Eerl Witt. See cell'at 9:38 A. M. over #648. Menning in the
pest, hes been in frequent touch with Mayor McLzughlin by long distance
telephone. It now appears, from the above call and from the conversztion
betveen the Mayor's secretcry, Hazel\Marsh eand her girl friend, Mery, vho
is emplcyed at the Bus Depot in the Citizen's Building, that Grady Menning
is 't dirty rzt and is on the other side of the fence."™ See call &t 2:12
P. . over #6.48.

In the call at 9:41 A. M. over #648, Representative Hollingsvorth
edvises the Mayor that Level and Spivers are op;osed to hir and with)Sellers
e former Hot Springs Police Officer &re aiding the Legislative Comrittee
investigating Hot Springs.

In the telelhone cell =zt 8:24 A. M. over #446 mention is made
thzt the Cizief is dead. This refers to Fire Chief Pate.

I have previously submitted & memorendum quoting the telephone
conversation in the call ot 3:56 P. M. over #123 between "Dutch" Akers
endé & men vhose voice sounded like that of Former Chief of Police Joseph

\Kakelin. Perticular ettention should be had to that pert of the conversstion

vhere Akers states thet the men &t Little Rock are "willing to put Jele (. S.
Jecobs) beck in business, but they went someone else in charge of ihe money.
They ere shooting et Leo (McLeugklin) through Earl‘rltt "

"In the telephone call &t 6:30 P. M. over #446, Ekers egrees to fix
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Bl Burens of Iestigation. - T
. 8. Bepurtment of Justice
775 Starks Building :
Louisville,Kentucky
February 19
1937 o,
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, De Ce

Dear Sir:

There is enclosed herewith form covering
telephone tap dated February 14, 1937, submitted
by Special Agent John L. Madala, which was inadvert-
ently forwarded to the Louisville Division with copy
of his January expense accounts.

It is believed this original form should
have been forwarded to the Bureaus

Very truly yours,

Special Agent in Chargee.
0CD /mk
ED.O].Q

“"6C Konsas City
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Date: February 1), 1937

PAID INFORMANTS - TELEPHONE TAPS

Title of case George Timiney: Dr, Joseph P, Moran, with alisses—= Fucitive,
1, 0. 32203 Eewonrd Georre Bremer = Victim: Kidnapine etc.
Name of informant * Vayor's Office City Jail and Chief of Folice

Address Hot Sprin-s, Arkansas Telerhone No.
Authority requested of Division by letter ( ) on
telegram ( ) on
teletype (x ) on_11/10/36
telephone ( ) on
(Date)
Auths: ity granted by Division by letter ( ) on
telegram ( ) on
teletype ( x) on__11/20/26
telephone ( ) on :
: (Date)
Approximate period of employment Tour mponths
month
Rate of compensation per gax $__55.00 . Compensation to be claimed
in voucher submitted by Johp 1o ladale

(Special Agent)

Noted in Chief Clerk's Office

#*Give name of person to whom telephone is listed.

e e e R AR R A TR L R N B N D N T



‘ J b c J ! ] 0 @
Federal Burean of Inveatigation
. 8. Bepartment of Justice
Post Office Box 1469

Little Rock, Arkansas
February 20, 1937

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Director
Federal Bureau of Inveatigation
Weshington, D. C.
f ) RE: EBREKID
/ Deer Sir:

f With reference to the above styled matter I
em enclosing herewith copies of the logs for February 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18, 1937, submitted by the Agents
at Hot Springs, Arkansas, who are maintsining @ tap on the
telephone of the residence of W. S.\Jacobs, being telephone
number 2115.

I am also enclosing herewith the following
newspaper articles with reference to this case:

Sentinel Record, Hot Springs, Arkansas,
for February 5, 1937.

New Era, Hot Springs, Arkensas, for
February 9, 1937, (5).

New Ere, Hot Springs, Arksnsas, for
Februeary 11, 1937, (2).

Sentinel Record, Hot Springs, Arkansas,
for February 11, 1937.

Sentinel Record, Hot Springs, Arkanses,
for February 12, 1937.

New Era, Hot Springs, Arkanses, for o
R A P Februeary 1:;, ‘b‘iq - 7 / —--
1 \{’gﬁ) New Era, Hot é gs, MQ%E"}w \6”/
&}\L‘V February 15, 1937. i Fiier
oy TR irkengas Gazette e,¥.ittle Rock, Arkansas, Fii
: \) for Februery 16 1937. 7 &
?'}’ .. - Xew Ere, t Springs, Arkensas, for |
et 3 ﬁegruary 6, 1937, (2). e e -
- Sentinel Record \Q:Iot Springs, Arkansas, for
wo February 16, 1937. T e

Very truly yours,

]
5 /"““:),..n/ ﬁ :
r} JOBEN B, LITTLE | =
BLD: ADM Special Agent in Charge

cc Cincinnati
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Fost Office Box 1489,
Litt1§ Rock, Arkansas,
hbmary IO. 195‘!.

. s . . U .
- . = e .‘__,L s W‘ R ..,‘ *\ ;,,;t n""'.ﬁ‘ o o >
- Y

T !u-. x. J. comuq. In-poctor, I
‘L, Federcl Buresu of Invntigatiel, o
- X U, 5, Depertment of Justies,: - . .-

' a‘i Post Offise Box 2089, - .~ <"

1

7 Moat, Aorids, " el e T
- T roe. . Ber meEmm. . SOy

' Confirming my telephonic sonversation witb you $odey, plesse
. Dbe edvised that the telephone $aps on telephones 128, 44§ and 648, 1listed
‘B '\ %o the Police Department end Mayor's 0ffiee i{n Hot Springs, have not yet
been replaced. On Februery 18, 1937 the legislative invostigating
comnit tes that was conduoting en 1nvesugauou of Bot Sprinzs end ndjoinlu
\ S\oountiea submitted their report to the' State Leglsleture. This report .
s y 8tated thet the iavestigetion conduocted by thm had resulted in them. .
”  lesrning that CirsuityJulge Earl(¥its had been intoxicated {n pudblie; thet
. they hed discoverad that gembling was openly operated; that Mayor
> 7 MoLoughlin end others of the city edninistration prectically compelled
= oity employees to wote their ti¢ket in the laust eledtion; that they founmi .
N thet persons in the custoiy of the Hot Springs Police Depertzent were
B *,: mistreated, oiting perticulerly $be’ death of John{Dickson; elleging further
v j> that witnosses had testified to having been oriminany aasaulted vhilo in
custody or the Polico Departmnt. T :3:_-..7_,_..‘;‘_7.;, .

P _l

:‘( "~ In summurizins their rindinga. the committee report stated that
in view of the open end notorious gambling in Bot Springs, and coniitions
found there, 1t was their opinion thet Circult Judge Earl ®itt was guilty
of neglect of duty in not investigeting these coniitlons and reporting
them to the proper officials for prosecution. I em stteching hereto a
newspaper clipping taken fram the Commn:reial Appeal, Memphis, Tennessee,
dsted February 19, 1937, setting out in deteil the report submitted by
the legislative investigating caumittee, end the minority report sud-
mitted dy State Representatives Fred) Jomes and Pet{Robinson, who were im - ..
"~ opposition $o the findings of the majority of the cormittes. The mstter 7
" of impeaching Judge Witt was referred to the judiclery committes., On
Fedbruary 19, 1937 it was referred dack to the Legisleture as o aommittn
or a wholo, to psu on whether J’udge ntt should bo uxpoachod. o -

A RN Bt sy gw

“m

On the .ornug of !obmary 18, 1937. ’uor to tho nport ot the
leginlative committes being pudblished, Chief of Deteotives Herdert ikers
telepbonically eommunicated with me soncerniag other mstters, and during

U Y 76-2—2( ]

TNDEXED

N A LI Ch o
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y

Mr. Oonn.uq - Yeob. ”, ‘”’0

she sourse of the sonversation, mentioned that $he plases in Hot Springs
would re-open on Saturiay might, February 20, 1987, JFrom she gonver-
setions $het have besn overheerd over Selephone 2118, the unlisted - . :
telephone of W. 8.jJacobs, 1t appears that Jaoobs still has R0 mputm ‘
that his selephone is tzpped. In view of the sbove it is believed that -- '; _
the taps can bs Te-satadlished on telephonss 123, 448 and 648 without - R
undue danger, {n the nexz$ two or three days. I$ probadly would de sd-
visable to have this &one on or about Tusaday, Yedbruory 823, 1939, . -
inssmuch as Monday s a legel holiday, eand the luunatlon of taps OB
Shat day might srouse suspicion {a the ui;hborhood. 3 .
s;»ochl sgent D. P, Bullivai is under trmrcr to ¥ashingtonm,
D. C., but unless I om instructed to the contrary by the Bureau or dy
you, he will mot lun shis !‘1014 muuon mu ho is roplacod by
anothar |k,

. ATt .-:_J' L Y
~ PR e <% S ..“ -3

: 1% has boon notiou h tho put tw neh that the n\mb.r ct .

telephone calls handled by the Police Depertment has insreczsed daily, and .

there will probebly be s grest increase {a such telephons ¢alls from now

to the end of the racing meet, which degins on Meroh 1, 1937 end termnetes

on or ebout April 8, 1937, In oxder that the taps ca the telephones off

the Police Department end Mayor's Office mey be satisfactorily handled,

it 18 smuggested that an additionel man be sssigned to this :urveillanco,

meking e total of four agent. to meintain thia plant" on & tiezrty-tour

hour banh. e . R - -
It probably tould also be advlaable at thio time to cstabliuh

a top on the residence telephons of Chief of Detectives Herbert [ikers,

but no positive ection will be teken in this metter until furthér advice

15 reeeived rrom the Bureau cr rran you. ..

"

Very truly yours,

JOHN B. LITTLE,

DPSsepw _ ‘})eolal &ent tn (xmrge. -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
LL s U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . - . - .
l/ Transmit the following Teletype message to LITTLE ROCX
FBI DETROIT FEBRUARY 18, 1987 4-21 P E5T A

’(uc LITTLE ROCK
k

n X
N PHONE. AUGUSTINE LOVEIDE ALTAS AUGUSTIHE LOVIDE - INFORMATION

CONCERHING, RETEL’BUICK SEDAN MOTOR SIX THREE ONE EIGHT FIVE FOUR
EIGHT EIGH? BEARING THIS YEARS YICHIGAN TAGS VV NINE EIGET FOUR
NINE REGISTERED TO AUGUSTINE LOVEIDE, TWO OKE NINE THO BELVIDERE
AVENUE, DETROIT, LOVEIDE HAS NO CRIMINAL RECORD AND IS NOT
FANTED AT DETROIT. HO REPORT OF THEFT OF INSTANT AUTONOBILE,

REINECKE
END
cc-BUREAU o
S RhOORDF&x”’"' —
, e T =5 o 3-27
INDE ZD | "FLDLRAL BUREAU GF INVLSTIGATION
‘ : FEB £0 1937 A M.
J WRTMIAT OF JUSTICE
Y Q& _ ' FILE
Approved: T Yo M Per
Special Agent in Charge R ‘
















STANDARD FORM No. 14A
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT

v nersane 7148

PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

%5

DE
MARCH 10, 1926 k-

Federal Hereau of Investigetion

TELEG RAM Omahs, Nebraska

Fedbruary 18, 1937
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

J B LITTLE ‘

JFEDERAL BURZAU OF INVESTIGATION -

U S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

500 RECTOR BUILDING

LITTIE ROCK ARKANSAS

RETEL ROBERT E/GOODE NEBRASKA NINETZEN THIRTYSIX LICENSE AS DESCRIBED ISSUED
GOODE ON BUICK 'SEDAN AS DESCRIBED YUGUR ¥IRE STOP NO RECORD CARS THEFT OR THAT
GOODE WANTED BLAIR NEBRASZXA STOP GOODE ¥AS EMFLOYED BY CHKIS ZANDER REPUTABLE
SECOND HAND CAR DEAIZER BLAIR TO DRIVE AUTOMOBILES TO CALIFORNIA FOR SALE STOP
ZANDERS PRACTICE WAS TO REGISTER SUCH CARS IN DRIVERS NAME TO FACILITATE
TRASPORTATION STOP SUGGEST CONTACT . O AUTOMDBILE PROTECTIVE BUKEAU CHICACO F
POSSIBIE THEFT IN CALIFORNIA IF CIRCUMSTANCES HOT SPRINGS WARRANT

— FLOOD e e
JsB/ar RECORDEM ‘7_5' 5 /7é "3' 9y f
¢c - Bureau LND;‘S: , : - | AN

-~
(&4
{

¢

& ‘

C

-~
N
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To: commmcmons SECTION. , .,

‘ ; .-.,-_ .
<, & L ,,;. ~>-»,n». -

Transmt the followmg messase to. LI'L'I.'LI m

i

mmmmmmrmnmmmwmmmm
onsummunnmnnmmmmmnmmmxm
LOCAL POLICE EAVE MO REOOED THEFT INSTANT GAR AMD REFORT SILVERIAN LD
'mnmruusiloummumnmrmrmuusuncmummn
 UNDER MAME SILVERMAN OR GODVEEY nmncmxtusrszsmn.scmmxumm
ommawnsxmmmuommsrm soutnns:mmrs
oNE WO mmuum muam STHRRT aomwxsruon msmrr POLICI
REPORT SCEER OXKNOWE DISCRERT mmmscnasmasssmmax xs
 SILVZAUNS FRIERD BUT CLAIKS KROYS MOTHING CONCEARING SILYRKAN OR HIS

iHERKmm .

o M Per . :

2

e

TOBNLE,: Y



ey fostal To leg C%'b

TRISRAM FULLRATECABLE]
Oay LoTren THE INTERNATIONAL SYST Crmex
NISHT MESSASE LETYER 4
- i - G
:::' Commercial i Qll Qmerica TiME KD
Cables 5
STANDARD TIME

. Pocrons should chech claw of sorvice desired, otherwise
R mewage will be iteed 28 3 full-rom i ari

LITTLE ROCK ARKANSAS DAY 1ETTER FEBRUARY 18 1937

JBL:IN

. G HOTTEL
() FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

U S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
4244 U S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE BUILDING

h 'WASHINGTON D C
HOT SPRINGS FD REPORTS SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS RESIDING THERF]UNDER
7 | METTb
INCLUDING PARTY DRIVING 1AST YEAR JHEVROLET MEI'OR M Hd SEVEK’ ONE TR0 SIX FOUR _'I_!O_

—

I&CIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES

'/us'r YEAR DC TAG ONE SIX TWO FOUR NAUGHT FIVE REGISTERED JULIU:, SILVERMAN THREE ONE
TWO ELEVENTH STREET SCUTHEAST WASHINGTON DC ADVISK WHETHER CAR STOLEN OR SILVERLAN
WANTED STOP HOT SPRINGS PD ALSO HOLDING GN JODFREY PROBABLY CONNECTED SAME OUTFIT
GIVING REC!DENCE ONE TWC THREE NAUGHT FOURTEENTH STREET SCUTHWEST WASHINGTON DC USING
NAME ucf’gcnox.s AND CLAIMS ARRIVED BY PLANE FROM WASHINGTON LAST NIGHT PD BELIEVES
GODPREY FROBABLY FUGITIVE IN VIEW ALIAS AND LAROE BANKROLL ADVISE WHETHER WANTED
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Washington Field Division, Room 4244,
lalhlngton. D. C.

lobrnary zs 198?. - e E .
: 2 : : 3;3 .<1ﬁﬁ*;"}i ?2, : -
Speciel Lgent in Charge, = = "  -.1? . - S
c’ ~ Little Roeck, Arkensas. =~ 7. A Vo mi -
* " Re; yunrus LVERMLE, ot ol
et INFORTION qoucmum.
% mar sir. . . ‘b X ‘ - » P . _’;. L . . .
e ' : -
‘I 7 Reference u udo to ymu- telogrm dated mmm-y m,
1937. . o RS L
.«:t .’.. » 3 N

This is to advise you that Speci.al Lgcnt ¥. S. uemuoy)k.,u:e“ 2
ascertsined that 1938 D, C. tegs o, 162405 were registered in the

neme of Julius SIIvermen, 312 = IIth Stiéet, "s.k., Iashingm,

D. C. Investigation at the Metropoliten Follice Depertment, - :

¥%cshington, De. C., disclosed thet they have no record of the thett

of instent cer end further report thet Silverzen andfGodfrey, with

alieses, &To unknown to them &nd ere not wanted by them.

& cearch of the City Directory dlsolosed that noithor
perty is listed therein under the nams Silvernen or Godfrey.
However, the City Directory lists Israe Scher ss a dclicatessen
operator end gives his residence as 312 = llth Street, S.E, end
further shows that 1230 - 14th Street, S.VW, ‘is non-existent. The
¥etropolitan Police report thst ochar is unknown to them and dis-
creet inquiry at Scher 's sddress disclosed that he is Silvermen's
friend, but cleims thet he knows nothing concerning Silverman or
his whereabouta.

R . . .
.-J.,u . n . »"(

The above information wes rurnished your division by
teletype deted Fedbruary 19, 1937. There belng no further investiga-
tion to be confucted by thie division, this case is being eonsidetcd
&s raferred upon completion to the Division or Origin.‘;w
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. _ 404 ¥ew York Building
T Sd.nt Panl. )unnou :

Speetel Agent 1n clm-p :
_L!.tth Ihck. Arknnm

B aircr;noc h Rade to the 108 Angoln Ceede et
Divlsion httor of hbru-ry 11. 1981. tn m‘h rrank B.

.

Thompeon 1s mentiomeds I\ .7i: ... N S e

This individual is well known in 8%,

. _DPaul and throughout the State of Minnesota. At one time
“he appesred to be motively associated with LeonfGleckman -

and MorrisfRoisner, both of gt. Paul, and who are notorioul

racketesrs. Thompson is & reputed Repudlicen du} was also

quite powerful in the Demoeratic party particulerly whaa .

Jo'Connor regime was {n power in St. Peul. Thompson =

80 known to have been very friendly with the late . - .

Yoelfer in this case. During the late spring and S

summer of 1938, Thompson raaided at the Lowry Hotal in

St. Paul and cccupied en elaborste suite., He is reported

. %o have mede a good deal of money in Oklehoma through ofld
proootion eschemes and to be worth at leaat a million dellars.

Recently a reputabls businessman in 3%. Paul confidentinlly

“ . {nformed me that he ia presently kesping company with a gird .

.. who had the position of m manicurist ia the Lowry Hotel end .
7" who, through her position, seversl years ago me$ Thompson, .’

Gleckman end meny of the other leading rackstesrs fn the

Twin Cities. Ghe told this businesssan thet several years . .

8go, Thompshn sndeavored $0 have her come o Chicege: ¢o . . . . .

emtrep DicYLilly, President of the Tirst National Bank in '

. Saint Paul, 20 that ks e0uld be blackmailed for $10,000.

The girl refused the propontiul. however.

B
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. ml lnromtiu fs boiu tnuuhod h
ahov that Thompaon, while in 3%, Penl, has deen uquhul
and has spparently done businsss with the eriminmal d-nt_.
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Federal Burran of Ztﬁxrmgaﬁnn }
Huited States Brpartment of Instice

Post Office Box #1469,
Little Rock, Arkemses,
February 24th, 1937.

PERSONAL AND CONFID

L— Directer,
Federal Buream of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

&
RE: BREKID

Dear Sir:

As a result of the activities
4 of telephone amployees in the vicinity of the plant
. located at 205} Cedar Street, Hot Springs, Arkensas,
coverfing the telephone tap on the residence phone of
| W. sf Jacobs, #2115, the tap was disconnected at
N 10:30 A. M,, on February 22nd, 1937 by Special Agent
2= Jo. M. Jones., The activities of these telephone employees
i seent to be centered in inspecting the lines and making
necessary repairs in the neighborhood and so far as
Lgent Jones could determine, no attention was being
given to the tap, nor was the tap discovered. It was
deemed adviseble, however, to disconnect the tap until
the neighborhood activities in this respect are
corpleteds The Bureau vwill be inmmediately advised upon
the reinstatement of this tep, which is expected in the

—
L W
.\\';
~
= next day or so. l
>§' , RECORDED 7 ST6 - 3 /

& fE[;:',"L,'E‘F(r!\\ \v.-’
INDLXED. Very truly y urs

KECORDED cOpYy RILED LY Ea“/ 20 L{'_\ 101"
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OHN B. LITTIE,
Special Age Charge,
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DIRECTOR

FEDL BUR OF INVESTIGATION US DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHN D
/
:;7;OTSPRINGS PD REPORT SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS OCCUPYING ENTIRE APARTMENT

e ———————

HOUSE TOGETHER UNDER SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES NOT CONNECTED WITH
. GAMBLING OR RACING INTERESTS THERE STOP DRIVING CARS REGISTERED
-~ R A}RADCLIFF KANSASCITY KANSAS ROBERT E GOODE BLAIR NEBRASKA

s.}

- AU”USTINE\LOVINE DETROIT MICHIGAN JULIU§¥SILVERMAN WASHINGTON DC

_~‘_______J_._

7 STOP ALSO HOLDING Gﬁ\¥ODFQEY ALIAS JACK NICHOLS POSSIBLY

-«"'D

—\,.
o\; CONNECLED FOREGOING INDIVIDUALS ON DRUNKENNESS

qET\GIVING ADDRESS ONE TWO THREE NAUGHT FOURTEENTH STREET SOUTHWEST

WASHINGTON DC ADVISE WHETHER ANY RECORD THESE INDIVUDUALS YANTED
"BASED ON NAME AND ADDRESS STOP RESPECTIVE FIELD DIVISIONS REQUESTED

8&1.1)

'CHECK DETERMINE WHETHER CARS INVOLVED STOLEN: 7 5'\‘0 3 _ 3
LITTLE. REOU““ED
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER - C : —
DIRECTOR ’ -

EAT:CDW ¥Federal Bureau of Investigation

Mnited States Bepartment of Justice
Washington, . C.
Pebruary 24, 1937.

. MEMORANDUM FOR_THE DIRECTOR

Res 'Investigation being conducted
at Hot Springs, Arkanaas.

0

-— e

I contacted SAC Little at the Little Rock Office by telephone and
inquired as to when Agent Sullivan, who is under transfer to the
Bureau, would report to Washington, and was informed by Little
that in a telephonic conversation with Inspector Connelley,
Connelley had indicated that he did not want Sullivan to leave
Hot Springs until some Agent had arrived there to replace him.,

It is to be noted that Sullivan is the only Agent on thie plant G L. U
who is familiar with the entire background of the-Bremer Case, kel
and consequently, it 1s virtually impossible to replace him at
Hot Springs with an Agent of equal potential wvalue to the Hot
Springs investigation. If Agent Sulliven is removed and any slip

occurs during the remainder of the investigation at Hot Springs, N
Connelley will, of course, be in a position where he can claim ~)
that the Bureau's interference in this situation resulted in the )

failure of the investigative efforts. Consequently, I do not v
believe 1t advisable to teke Sullivan out of Hot Springs at this A
time. .

After discussing this situation with you, a telegram was sent to the
Little Rock Office canceling the transfer of "Sullivan to the Bureau,
end in accord with your authorization, Agent Chipman is being assigned
to the supervision of the desk which was to be occupied by Sullivan.

Resp e't'fully,

E. A. TAMM.

"‘- —-‘-—__
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation

. 5. Bepurtment of Justice
Post Office Box 1469

Little Rock, Arkansas
February 23, 1937

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigstion
Tashington, D. C.
o / s

!
RE: EREKID # 7 “f -

s Q'L[f1¢ RS
/

Dear Sir:

With reference to the above styled matter,
I am enclosing herewith the following newspaper clippings:

Ngg#ﬁra?xﬁgzhgpziggs, Arkasnsas, for
February 17, 1937.
Sentinel Record Hot Springs, Arkansas,
for February 17, 1937.
Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock, Arkansas,
for February 18, 1937, (4 and photo).
Sentinel Record, Hot Springs, Arkansas,
for -ebruary 18, 1937, (3).
llew “re, Fot Springs, Arkenses, for
Februsry 18, 1937, (2).
New Ere, Hot Springs, Arkansas, for
Februsry 19, 1937.

- Sentinel Record, Hot Springs, Arkenses,

i_for February 19, 1937, (3).

#"\ New Era, Hot Springs, Arkensas, for

... ;. Fetruary 19, 1987,

R «ig"'f Arkansas Gazettef”f&ttle Rock, Arkensas,
yL A o1 for ¥ebruery 19, 1937.
RN A .. Arkanses Democrat, Little Rock, Arkensss,
- f i for Februery 20, 1937.

i Arkensas Gazette, ILittle Rock, Arkansas,

l‘ ’ /( for Februery 20, 1937.

R Commerciel sppealytMemphis, Tennessee,
for February 22, 1937. g :
RBECORDED

Very trily yours,
B i
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 17, 1937,

REPORT1S-DUE |
TOMORROK ON
 INQURY  HERE

House Committee Has
| Completed Inve
‘ tigation

- /

Little Rock, Feb. 17.—(#)—Repre-
sentative Tke Murry of Dallas, mem-
ber of thé committee Investigating
; 8lleged lawlessness inAhe 18th (Hot |
! Springs) judicial srict, said to-
' day the commitiee fould submit its

report to the Hous: probably tomor-
oW morning. T

Murry sald the committee had
completed its in estigation and was
roundjng‘out its final report to- )
day. '
“We plan to deliver the report to.
morrow. If something should hin- .
der us from completing it, it will|;
be withheld until early next week” |
he said, “but we do not look for|:

any delay.” _ ) }
“._7 _ h——‘...’____ _____ . *
| T e
“ITL~ ol amg ‘
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THE SENTINEL-RECORD, HOT Sl?ms NATIONAL PARK, ARKANSAS.

B . [ .

"‘—'Wed;es&ay Morning, f‘ebruary 17, 1937.

]I.ed erwoed-Eines Two
[ ]
Heavily, Sentences Trio |
Municipal JW yes-
‘terday meted out to five offenders
& $100 fine, a $50 finewrret-three 30-
day sentences. . : 3
Charged with possessing non-tax
paid lquor, Dora Bunch, 52, 334|:
Bower St. recefved the $109 fine
when Deputy Revenue Agents C. B,
Lovell, Jr, and Charles Robbins
testified she poured out a quantity
of the whiskey before permitting
them to enter her home on & rald.
Fred gagle, 28, negro, pleaded
self def{lnse when charged with
aggravatrd assault in connection
with the ating of a negro woman
compani¢n but he got the $50 fine.
Sentences of 30 days were given
James Kennedy, about 50, visitor,
accused of stealing several cans of
motor ofl from the Burke garage,
209 Central avenue, and to Billy
Cannon and Ben Tacket, local men,
arrested in the theft of two game
chickens. .
ey [ SRR )
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Recommending that 'impea!'hment proceedings be voted
against Circuit Judge Earl Wigt of the 18th Judicial District’
by the House of Representatives, “for high crimes and mis-
demeanors and gross misconduct in office,” three members
of the special House investigating committee filed a majority
report with the clerk today. ) o

The three committeemen who filed the majortiy report -
“were Rep. W. M. Thompson of Independence, chairman, Rep.
Lee Nichols of Logan! and Rep. Tke Murry of Dallas county.

The two other members of the.committee, Rep. Fred
‘Jones of Montgomery, and Rep. Pat Robinson of LaFayette,
'filed a minority report defending the circuit judge and dé:,
claring they did not believe the investigation had “been fair
and impartial”. - - . cae T

The majority’s report, in its recomimendation for woting
for impeachment proceedings by the Tlouse, charged that
Jydge Witt “had brought his office into disrespect and dis-
rdpute by appearing in public places in the city of Hot Sprin
ufon numerous occasions while under the influence of into
cdting liquors to such an extent that He had lost the norm
control of mental and physical faculties v ¢ .7 % = 7" . '

LS S

——cc P = ST o cmm———

YREAU OF InVas) (GAT

per 2 0 1937

7,8 OF n1 OF ;us'nct A
» - T W.Y.M

V >
[ TR "~ * t R




IA G! . lt \
e majority report also_ch:i

t the judge appeared in his

in a drunken condition during the
trial of a case in the Garland coun-
ty courthouse at Hot Springs while
serving on the bench in a case styled
Jordan vs. Woodcock & Lawson. The
report said that “by exercise of or-
dinary diligence or reasonable in-
“l.t..t.._ﬁttt‘

Witt Declines Comment.

Hot Springs (&) —'Circuit -
Judge Earl Witt today declin-
ed to comment on _the major-
ity report of the House com-
mittee investigating law en-
forcement in Hot Sprin
which recommended impeach-
ment proceedings against him. \

l...“‘t‘.‘.t_.‘...‘
vestigation” the judge would have

SR Bghatane,
rgagtene,

known of operation of many gam- .

bling houses in Garland county. The
jurist neglected or refused to order
search or seizure of the gambling
houses and equipment, the report
continued, e e

The report said that charges of

misconduct by election officials in’

the Garland county primary of Au-
gust, 1936, were “publicly and judi-
cially” called to Judge Witt's at-
tention, and that he neglected or
refused to call the attention of the
grand jury to the charges.

The majority report follows:

“We, your committee appointed
under authority of House Resoly-
tion No. 6 to investigate alleged lax-
ity of law enforcement in the City
of Hot Springs and the Eighteenth
Circuit of Arkansas, beg leave to:
submit the following report: °

“We began our labors immediate-
ly after our appointmept, and con-'
tinued to take testimony for slmost
four weeks. We were greatly han-
dicapped at first, by the attitude of
those being investigateg and those
citizens who would be benefited by
such mvestifation. The re| was
freely circulated about Hot Springs
that no real investigation was con-
templated, and that the city offi-
cials and gambling interests would
be able to block the investigation.

view of existing conditions, many

those who could have given val-
uable testimony, feared do so,
or at least expressed such fear, be-
cause of the dread ol reprisals on
the part of the lawless ‘element of
the city, as well as on the part of
agi:n gthgrti;y. nlt was n]o)te until

o e Reyenue alle

nt had raided the leading gam-,
ling houses of the city of
B xﬁsdidpothtidesbecomecon'-
pMced that the committee was -in
‘earnest. From that time, the task

4

Majority Report

With House Says Jurist

Py gt

!

ee o : T e

| 1sconduct’

| 4 “Throughout our investigation, ’ e . P. §. Witf, uncle or.Circurt Jiugk
ve had the assistance of the Staje Earl | Witt; Archie _Ledgeryood,
epartment of Revenues, which de- brothpr of Municipal Judge Vgrncn

A - 8. Ledgerwood; Mrs. Herbert Akers,
ices of auditors, stenographers, and wife of Chief of Detectives Herbert
investigators. Without their mssist- (Dutch) ' Akers; T. G. (Curley)
ance, we coud not have functioned Evans, policeman, watchman at Bel-
except at very great expense to the' yedere and Holiness preacher. -

House of Representatives; The in-| : “In order to entrench themselves
vestigators furnished-us by the de-/ gafely in control of local govern-
partment interviewed witnesses an¢. ment, such leading gambling resorts

Fartment has furnished us the se

presented them to us. From those|
statements we were able to deter-
mine what witnesses were material|
-and to have them brought before us.
We desire to thank them for their
assistance: and co-operation. OQur
thanks are also due our able =at-
torney, Mr. John R. Thompson, for
is efforts and his services in as-!
Sgmbling testimony and in examin-
‘1 witnesses and to our effjcient

(Con#inued_on Page ¢.) f

MAJORITY REPO
" FILED WITH HOUSE

L (Contin-ued from Page 1)

clerk and stenographer, Miss Geneva
Q’Glee, for her untiring efforts and
pssistance during our deliberations.
. Gambling Rampant,

« “Every city of the size and im-
portance of Hot Springs, has its
ambling problem to a greater or
ess degree. So long as men and|

.

women are possessed of the gam-, 15

bling instinct, society must deal with
this problem. - But we seriously
doubt if there is a city anywhere
that deals with the problem as it is
dealt with in Hot Springs. All states
have anti-gambling laws and a great-
er or lesser effort is made on the
art of the legal authorities to en-
orce these lJaws. But in the city of
Hot Springs, for the past several
years, not only has there been no
effort made to enforce the anti-gam-
bling laws of this state, but officials
have boldly taken the view that
ambling is an industry necessary to
e health, peace and safety of Hot
Bprings and Garland. We find fr
the city records furnished us by the
leading gambling clubs and books
of the ci%y and county, that police-
men, firemen and other employes of
the city and county,as well as rela-
tives of prominent officials of the
district, county and city are employ-
¢d and on the payroll of these game
bling, houses. These employes con-

among Qthers of the follow{ng:)

as Belvedere Club and Book, South-
ern Club ahd Book, Kentucky Club
and Book, and other clubs controlled
by the W. S. Jacobs interests, have
resorted to. the practice of making
gifts of large dividends to promi-
nent people of the city, as one of
Mr. Jacobs' partners, Mr. Sam Watt,
expressed it, “In order to obtain
fheir influence, I suppose,” Mr.
Watt was reluctant to give the names
of these “influential’ geople, but
when forced to answer the question,
named the following: Archie Led-
gerwood, 25 per cent divided on
Belvedere and Southern Club; L, D.
Cooper, wholesaler and former pres-
jdent of the Hot Springs Chamber
of Commerce; Douglas Hotchkiss,
secretary of the Hot Springs Cham-
ber of Commerce and at that time

a member of the State Racing Com-
ission, each of whom was made a’
present of $3,375 in the year 1936. i
- “Presented” Interest. i
. “Weé had before us Archie Led-:
gerwood, after Mr. Watt, who owns
_per cent of the Belvedere and
Southern, and who is the bookkeep-
ér at Belvedere, had testified that
W. 5. Jacobs had made a present of
25 per cent interest in these clubs
and books to Ledgerwood. Ledger-
wood told us a fantastic story about
how he came to own this large in-
terest in these tWo gambling houses.
He told us that he returned from
El Paso, Tex., in 1031, where he had
spent about ning years taking a cure
for tuberculosis, and went work
for the Jacobs interest at a salary
of $50 a week. That after he had
worked about one year. Mr. Jacobs

5 impressed with his work that
he offered to sell him a 28 per cent
interest in the “bank roll” of the
Belvedere and the Southern Club

» 0 el 0
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gambler and backerevi{4se=of Garland county. From thow?,;e man ,‘3{‘,3 h?cft :‘,f’;,d,':’ ‘;}‘",ﬁ
records, we learned that in 3 cound¥«yyvewg? the candidates for goverdbr

" “That he went{ o one Xd
-

ng., and succeeded in borrowing| with a about 44,000

N A 1 . P e s i e o oo
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th)s large sum of money on_his
in note, agreeing to repay Bal-
Yd the money in October, -1936,
with 10 per cent interest, and a bo-
nus of 25 per cent of his part of the
net earnings of the two clubs and
books. He further stated to us that
he repaid this money to Mr., Bal-
lard while Ballard was on a visit
to Hot Springs about October, 1836.

- Paid $20,500,

“Pressed further, he stated that
hé paid Ballard the large sum of
$20,500, Asked if he paid it with 3
check, ;he said that he no longer
kept money in banks, that he paid
this in cash, that he took no receipt,
and destroyed the note immediately
after it was paid. Furthér question-
ing developed the fact that about
two days after Ledgerwood paid
this large sum of money, Ballard
and a former partner with whom
Ballard had previously quarreled
were both found shot to death in a
room of the Arlington hetel. He
stated that the verdict was that the
other man killed Ballard and thén
killed himself. At any rate, no fur-
ther jnvestigation seems to h
been made.

_ “Records eof different gambling
houses submitted to us show that
the smaller concsrns pay semi-
monthly fines of $100 each, while
large establishments like the Belve-
dere and others, where the real
money is won and 1:s!, pay ne fines.
For example, one e-tab ishment, op-
erated by George Pakis and others,
had net earnings last year of ap-
gi'oxuna{ely $15,000, and pzid these
ines twice a month while the Bel-
vedere with net earnings of $40,000
after fpaylng éenormous salaries run-
ning from $5 to $20 per day, and the
Southern Club and Book with divi-
dends of $50,000, last year paid no
fines. The Jacobs interests alone
earned net dividends: of approxi-
mately $332,000 last year, yet none
of his clubs or books paid any fines,
according to the records submitted
to us by them. The practice of
making large gifts to prominent peo-

! amous
1' ahblers, who lived at West Baden, ]

ple and relatives of public officials,
the payment of large salaries t6 po-
licemen and firemen, and other’
“philanthropic” activities of Mr, Ja
cobs, have certainly paid him
returns at the expense of somebody.
- , Political Activities.,

“The above mentioned alliances
_.between public officials and those
who run rough-shod over thé state’s
penal laws could not exist in any

her sub-division of government in

is country,- But when we come to
consider the system by which these
public officials keep themselves in
office, a system by which the voice of
iree people cannot make itself heard
or lelt at the polls, we can readily
understand why such conditions can
perpetuate themselves. The commit-:
teejcalled before it the records of the.
taxycollector of Garland county, and
the records of the secretary of the
_Democratic county cen it-

,.

le, 1 ?oghuﬁnu“ ipts )
people, 11, x receipts were
issued. Of thx%onumber, more than
2,000 were issued upon written order
to the tax collector. The records of
the secretary of the central commit-
tee showed that of the judges and
clerks of election, the following
were employes of gambling houses:
Matt Picchi, Loyd Lemons, Buddy

Wakelin, Louis Longinnotti, Pat
Pollard, Cecil Parker, George Hinkle,

Cecil Brock, Norwood Phillips, Gor-
den Henderson, Jack McJ and
Floyd Banski.

The following were also employes
of the city or county government:
Cecil Brock, Jack McJunkin, Tex
Rutherford and two or three others.

“Witnesses testified that Mayor
Leo P. McLaughlin, who seems to
donfinate the politics of the county
called in various employes of the
city of Hot Springs and gave them
lists of names for whom they were
to obtain order for poll tax receipts.
That having obtained those orders,
receipts were issued by the tax col-
lector and delivered to the mayor
who sent the purchaser of these re-
ceipts to the city clerk who in turn

aid him the amount he had paid for

receipts. At the proper tim
prop to‘ﬁs'e

these receipts were delivered

voter whose name appeared thereon,
if it was found that such voter could
be counted upon to vote the so-called
‘administration ticket’ It was also
shown that on the day before the
election was held, in August, 1936,

Mayor McLaughlin called a meeting}

ployes of the city, judges and|
clerks of election, and other persops|
identified with the city administra-
tion, and made them a speech, in
which he told them that all employes
who did not go down the line for the
administration ticket from governor
to constable would be looking for a
job the morning after the election,

Business Men Warned.

“He also asked them to say to all
business men of the city that if they
wished to do well in their respective
businesses, not only they, but their
employes had better vote the ad-
ministration ticket. That after this
meeting, he called those selected to
serve as judges and clérks of election
to meet him in his private office for
instructions as to their duties on
election day. What those instruc-
tions were, we were unable to find

. We can only conjecture frox
the results. )

not lupgo,rted by the administratidn,
to watch the count in the rd ward
in the eity of Hot Springs, as pfp-
vided by Section 12, of Act 123, Pf
the Acts of the General Assembly of
1035, presented his credentials to the
judges and clerks of that ward and
was admitted, it being thought that he
had come from the Little Rock head-
quarters of the candidate. About
midnight, he was recognized by a
visitor as a resident of the e¢ity, and
on one pretense or another, an ¢f-
fort was made to send him down-
town. When he informed them that
he could not ieave the polling
place without violating his obliga-y
tion, and refused to be sent out, he
was infornred that unless he vac
ed the polling place he would be
forcibly thrown out. He left. Anoth-
er man {estified that he was enga

in hauling voters to the polls 0
were supporting an anti-administra-
tion candidate, when about 2 o’clock
in the afternoon, he was arrested and
thrown into the city jail, where he
was kept until the next day, when
he was released without any charges
being tiled against him. .

~ Buy Poll Tax Receipts.

ile there were 11,800 poll tax
receipts issued, only approximatel
6,600 votes were cast in that pri-
mary election, or about 5,200 voters
either stayed at home, did not vote,
or their votes were not countéd. It
is claimed b)} those opposing the ad-
ministration, that many good citizens
did not attempt to vote for the rea-
son they felt their votes would not
be counted, or if counted at all,
would be counted for those for
whom they did not vote, It was also
tostified that in some specific in-
stances, business houses operated by
those not in sympathy with the lo-
cal set-up were boycotted. Somre
members of the committee contacted
a number of business and profession-
al people who refused to testify be-
fore the committee and give valuable
information in their possession for
the reason as they claimed, that it
would be dangerous to their persons
and t6 their businesses, and force
them to seek a location elsewhere,
“The records of the tax collector of

Garland county show that several
policéemen and officers of the city of
.Hot Springs bought large blocks of
y tax receipts, some of which
. they were unable to deliver. One po-
i liceman bought a list of 175, 39 of
which hé was unable to deliver for
some cause or another, and our in-
vestigators were able to get pos-
session of those undeliveréd reoeipts
and samre are now in our posses-
sion. Those c¢ity officlals include
George McLaughlin, brothér of the
mayor, and clérk of the police court,
Mrs, Fannle McLaughlin, city health
Fnurse; Charles Sellars, city police-
{pau. and several others Also large
ists weére purchased by operators of
pambling houses, including Roscoe
Johnson, closely allied with the W. 8.
Jacobs interests, and several 6thers.’
- Mistreatment of Prisoners.
_ Your ¢committee Lad before it sev-’
eral young women who testified to
il] treatment received at the ha
policemen while confined in
ot Springs city jail. One youlig
an from the country near the city,
so told of barbarous treatment
ived by Kim while in prison. e
imony of eng of the girls was
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the chief of detectives, one Akers,

ho she claims seduced her when

e was voluntarily in his custody

the city jail, Since that time she
has been sent to the Girls' Indus-
trial School twice and to the State
Farm for Women several times.
The committee is not unmindful of
the fact that these girls’ testimony
 is weakened by their prison records,
but call attention to tge further fact
that the best people seldom get in
jail, and in the recent trial of
“Lucky” Luciano in New York, aft-
er he was extradited from Hot
Springs, Prosecutor Dewey convict-'
ed and sent him to prison for a pe-|
riod of 30 to 50 years on charges,
supported only by the evidence of:

Since we have listened to the evi-

to the brutal treatment received by
one John Dickson, and have seen
the pictures of his broken, burned
and bleeding body, treatment re-
ceived at the hands of members of
the Hot Springs police force, we
see nothing unreasonable in the

women of this reputation or worses

dence of witnesses who testified as|:

statements of these girls. One of the
policemen accused by some ©f the®
girls, T. G. (Curly) Evans, made
an affidavit published in the Hot
Springs newspapers, in which he
dpnied these charges, and sought to

Ister his defense with the pious
clhim that he is a “Holiness” preach-

, yet the records of Belvedere

ub show that this man is on’ the
payroll of that club as a watchman
at a salary of five dollars a day, or
until that place was closed a few
days ago. Prison records nowhere
reveal a case that will compare with
the Dickson case, a casé no doubt
without a parallel in the history of
prison systems, yet when it became
apparent that this man was going to
die, he was lenied the ‘privilege of
seeing his father, his aunt, or even a
doctor, not connected with the city
administration. ’

It is obvious to us, from the facts
set out above, that such intolerable
conditions could not exist in a com-
munity where the courts function as
the constitution and the law con-
templates. The law requires that at
the opening of each term of the
Circuit court, the Circuit judge shall

I| published throughout the country

tion extends thréughout the eountry.!
Many magazine articles have bee

calling attention to these conditions|
and yet nothing has been done about
it. The newspapers occassionally
call attention to raids made on negro
crap games and other small dives,
but the records before us show that
the larger gambling concerns have:
been nurtured &nd encouraged in
that jurisdiction.
Says Judge Bet on Races.

*“But worse still, evidence has been
brought before us, showing that a
least one relative of the Circuf
judge holds a réemunerative positiol

elvedére and the Southern
Club.§

statement for about tivo months
of 1936. . -

“3. We cannot too strongly
demn the -cruel and inhuman 'pri
tices of the police and other offici
of Hot Springs in their treatment if
prisoners who are unfortunate
enough to fall into their clutches.
We do not confine this condemnation
to the police officials alone, for in
the Dickson case, in particular, the
eircuit judge, the mayor of H
Springs, the municipal judge, and
the city physician are guilty of eith-
er wanton neglect of their duties,
or of actual non-feasance in failing
to give this case proper attention
" after same was called to their at-
tention.

“We think that this<crime can

nt judge vacate the bench, allow

Other witnesses testifie \

19 ’?ﬂy be corrected by having the pres-

L

seeing the circuit judge, Honorable
Ear] JVitt, placing bets -on differgnt
games at some of these gambling
flaces. Other witnesses have testi-
ied to seeing him on the streets of
Hot Springs in & drunken condi
tion, and still others testified to see-
ing him in his courts apparently s
toxicated. A former prosecuting
attorney of the district testified that
he held a copference with Judge
Witt and Mayor McLaughlin soon
after the prosecuting attorney- took
office, in which an agreement was
had under which these gambling
houses were to operate under quasi
sanction of law, on condition that
they pay a fine of ten dollars each
week in municipal court,

“Later, on complaint that the
county was getting no revenue from
these houses, it was agreed that they
should pay a fine of $100 each month
to the city, and an additional $100
each month to the county. But the
records of Belvedere, and the testi-
mony of its bookkeeper. Mr. Sam
Witt, shows that neither Belvedere
nor Southern Club ever paid a fine
either to the county, or to the city.
We wonder if the fact that a brother
of the municipal judge and an uncle
of the circuit judge both worked
for these clubs, and the further fact
that ‘influential’ citizens of the city
of Hot Springs, drew large dividenas

instruct the Grand Jury {o invEsii-
gate all treasons, felonies, misde-
meanors and breaches of the penal
laws of which they may have knowl-
ledge or may receive information,
the law also contemplates that he
shall specially instruct them as to
felonies which he knows or has reas-
on to know are being practiced in
his jurisdiction. - It is inconceivable

ines

aangglfttsotz%mwtﬂgsem?uf:cthe‘dwany- lwder the law to impeach

he chief justice of the supreme
court or the governor to appoint a
special judge and a special prosecut-
ing attorney to prosecute, let the
judge appointed for that purpose ap-
point new jury commissioners, let a
new grand jury be empaneled, a new
investigation be made o} the whole

_;mustion. embracing violation of the
gam

ling laws which are made fel-
onieg under the statutes, misfeasance
'and nonfeasance in office on the part.
of the mayor of Hot Springs, the
municipal judge, the chief of police,
the chief of detectives, the sheriff of
Garland county and the former sher-
iff of Garland county, the mistreat-
ment of prisoners, not only in the
Dickson case, but any others that
may come to their attention and that
he continue to preside until said
cases are tried and finally disposed
of. That the acting prosecuting at-
torney prosecute these cases to a
final conclusion, and in order that
he be not hindered in his work, the
sheriff of the county should disqual-
ity and let the judge appointed as
above, appoint a special sheritf to
bring in witnesses and summon jur-
ors that may be needed. We see no |
other way in which a just, fair and
impartial investigation may be had
as to misconduct on the part of local
officers in Garland county and the
city of Hot Springs. .
“This committee has no

ower un-
ocal off
Ycers, and we avre fully convince

. were ever assessed against

| them.

:hat the Circuit judge of the Eigh-
w that gambling operations
which are felonies under our State
have been carried on in Hot

years which the
présent Circuit Judge has been on

th Judicial District would notP

S rinﬂg‘s and Garland counties dur-is
e

the bench in his #striets .|’

r—that only by the method outlineg

sbove, can we expect a sweeping
investigation of law violation in th
18th Judicial District, _.




“As to the circuit judge, that is

-

—‘-‘:ﬁidge Witt was informed Yy

‘an eentirely different matter,
“§—Article 15, Sections 1, 2 and
3, the constitution of the state of

ArRansas, provides that all state of-
ticqdrs, the governor, judges of the
supgreme and circuit court, chancel-
lors and prosecuting attorneys, shall
be liable to impeachment for high
crimes and misdemeanors and gross
misconduct in office, but the judg-
ment shall go no further than re-
moval from office and disqualify to
hold any office of honor, trust or
profit in this state. These sections
also provide that the House of Rep-
resentatives shall have the sole pow-
er of impeachment, and the im<

achment shall be tried by the
enate. They also provide that the
governor upon a “joint address of
two-thirds of the members -elected
to each House of the General As-
sembly for a good calise may re-
move judges of the supreme court

and circuit court, chancellors and [

prosecuting attorneys.
“5—Chapter 38 of Crawford apd

TPmbers of this committee on sev-

eral occasions, that the committee |,

would be glad to give him a hearing
at any time he cared to appear be-
fore the committee, and one member
of the committee made a special trip
to Hot Springs to see and confer
with him looking to his appearance
before us. He found the judge phy-
sically indisposed at the time, but
was informed that-Judge Witt would
be able to appear before us lajer on.
Although we remained in gession
for almost another week, he did not
appear, but on the last -pight gn
which we met to take testimony, he
seht us a short affidavit which was
published in the daily press at the
time, containing about a dozen lines,
the substance of which was: That he
had never bet in a gambling house
in JI-Iot Springs in his life. That he
had never dined or danced in Belve-
dere in his life, and that" those who
had testified to his drinking and in-
toxication had been  exaggerated.
Much of the testimony taken by us

Moses Digest provides the method 8Y
rocedure in impeachment of all
blic officers.
bly of 1913 undertook to provide
ethod by which prosecuting at-
wrneys and other officers might be
indicted and removed from office,
but the supreme court of this state
later decided that this statute was
in fconflict with the constitutional
pr@visions above cited, hence' we
haje no method by which constitu-
tiohal officers may be reached ex-
cept by impeachment in the manner
provided by these provisions of the
constitution.”

The General As- |

| and a free people, and when they

Y.

ermine, like Caesar's wife, should be
‘| above reproach, and the high officE
of circuit judge should not be prosti-
tuted to selfish ends, as it seems has
been done in the case of Judge Witt,

and published in the press, concern-
ing his conduot was not specifical
denied, and his defense to the charge
of drunkenness would not be sccept-
ed as a defense in the trial of a
criminal chau'g’el of drunkenness in
any court of this state, :@ ...
“The courts of this countfy are
the bulwark of a free government

fail to function, as they séem to
have failed in thé Eighteenth Ju-
dicial District of Arkansas, and spe-
cially in Garland county the lives and
and liberties of the people are in

. The wearer of Jjudicial

will, We found so many. 0
take up our time in makrng vesti-
gation of conditions in arl

| county, t we could not take
the matters set out in House Resolj-
tion No. 6 as they referred to Mo
gomery county. We had some tes§l-
mony before us that slot machinls
were being operated in the county
but were taken out soon after we
began our work. Court records al-
s0"reveal some bad conditions in the
county with referénce to shortages
in county accounts, and possibly
some laxity on the part of the court
in properly looking after county af-
fairs, but to go fully into all mat-
ters that were brought to our atten-
tion would have required more time
than the ¢ommittee had at our dis-
posal, and for this reason we had
little time to give to the Montgom-
ery county situation. .We recom-
mend, however, that if the laws of
the state have been violated in this
regard, the prosecuting attorney
should take proper action at ‘the
‘pro : 4 'ﬁiume. itee B "
5 is committee has exercise
—d3i-the powers given us by law to
obtain the testimony of witnesses and
records of gambling houses and of
the tax collector of Garland county,
the city clerk of Hot Springs, and’
the secretary of the Democratic
county ¢entral committee of Gar-
land county, All these officials have
been courteous and prompt in com-
plying with our requests, and haye
been of much help in getting the
records we needed. The mayor has
given us little information concegh-
ing his property and records of Jis
income, confining this information’to
income tax report for 1935, his
Garland eounty tax recéipt, and his




'_JUD(‘EE EARL Wl'l"‘l'.l




RN AT TS I L N

PRSP SISO VSR SR S STV AR S L E

1nor1ty n -

laim Iilquiry

MINORITY WILL
CLAIM INQUIR¥—

WAS NOT FAIR |36, ied i the g

(Continued from Page 1)

“The record of the testimony will

ow that two witnesses who sery,

jurors on two :eguate caseg
teenth Judi

they had

the judge of the circuit under

’ influence of intoxicating liqudrs

-. ‘|| indetinitély” further a

Vas Not Fair

Two Members of House

Stating to the House of Represen-
tatives that they do. not believe “a
fair and impartial investigation” has
been made by the committee in cot{-
nection with charges against Circuit
Judge Earl Witt of the Eighteenth
Judicial district, two members_ of
the House investigating committee
were to file a minority report t0de3w

They were Rep. James ¥Fred Jones
of Mount Ida, Montgomery county,
and Rep. Pat Robins of Lewis-

ille, Lafayette county. -

v“No testin{ony was offered the com-
mittee that Judge Earl Witt had
any connection whatever with the
gambling interests in Garland county
* * * the minority report said

“Two witnesses * * * stated that
they had seen the judge of the cir-
cuit court under the influence of in-
toxicating liquors while conducting
the trials on which they served as
jurors. None of the other 22 jurors
who served -on these two cases were
brought before the committee, al- ti
though their names were known to
thf committee, and ‘although some
miimbers of the committee desired d
ir testimony and requested their ;€
tejtimony. * ¢ * -

the committee,

as tgl i;he icom
a n
'%égrt cities,

blin
ved

directly

has been cited

ons.

A 1 >~ | forcement in Hot
itt with any election irregulari- Eightee:th ’.?udigials

(Continued on Page 2.), 107 ex
— tully

of Hot Springs,

been exerted snd e
investigation.

arefully selected
0se of attempting to

icial distr
“We trust

mi

to the committee,

! impeach the
Rircuit judigi of the Eighteenth Ju-
c . .

that every member of
e House of Representativ
read carefully the’ testimony sub-A

ties,” the report said. The minorityl' th
members recommended that the Fif-
ty-first General Assembly “postpone
on on any
grounds for the interposition of con-| were kno

“We entered upon the duties as-
signed t0 us under House Resurut-'%%; an a
tion No. 6, and at the end of our in-
vestigation, we are unable to
with the report of some mem

“We found that gambling was be- |
ing conducted in Hot S rings, open-
ly ‘and to a greater ex
than anywhere else in the state, But

rison between
ot Springs and other
no testimony was ad-
duced before your committee. We:
find that varitau.s tcéla:b:, vlvhgire gﬁni-: h

was conducted, including Bel- Eight Judi instru,
e Club, several men were em- centh Judicial circuit ot
ployed who are either directly or in-
related to officials of the
city of Hot Springs and the
teenth Judicial district. However,
no testimony was offered the com-
mittee that Judge Earl Witt had any
connection whatever with the gam-
bling interests in Garland county;
and we know of no.law, and none
to the committee,
holding any man responsible for the
conduct of his less fortunate rela-

nt perhaps
the

Eigh-

Partisanship Charged. ]
“When the committee was appoint-
under House Resolution No. 6,
twe tyndt:rstxl)lod cauli dutty to ble to in-
. vestiga eged laxi en-
‘We are unable to connect Judge g a eg ri’hggta:gv the
istrict. We did
pect the witnesses to be care-
selected and their testimony
sifted before the committee would be
rmitted ot hear their ‘tesimony.
e are not unmindful of the fact
that where there exists two res:jess
political factions in any city the size
most any kind of
testimony may be obtained, in or-
der to reach a desired result, with
far less effort and expense than has
ended in this
We feel that from
the trend of the testimony given be-
fore your committee, the witnesses
broufht before the committee were
u. for the sole pur-

R

agree
bers ofl

While conducting the trials on which

ey served as jurors. None of the
other 22 jurors who served on these
two cases were brought before the
committee, although their names

stitutional power by the asgembly. || although some members of the com-

: : Submit %ee re r&éﬁ&?::n ed members of|| Dittee desged taeu testimoing and

: ) . e Tequested their testimony. on-

| Committee "to Submi your committee, beg leave t0 make | nedtio’ o i Lo50 testimony, your
~ Separate Report. * * | ihe tollowing report: \

attention is respectfully directed to

e_testimony of one witness who
vowed opponent of Cir-
cuit Judge Witt, but who stated em-

hatically that, although he had
ved in Hot Springs 60 years, he had
nhever seen Judge Witt intoxicated,

nor did he bear such reputa-
tion, . oy P

. . Clear Judge Witt.

if , “The record reflects that three or
/| four persons. who have served on

mittee that they did not remember
aia;ring heard the circuit judge of the

well as other criminal laws of the

Your committee had before
it the signatures of fifty-four per-
sons, who stated that while ser g
on grand juries in Garland cou Y,
and{in the Eighteengh_@ci_ﬂ rs
cuit,) they had, at various timps,
heard Judge Witt charge the grahd
jury specifically as to the gambling
laws, as well as to the other crimi-
nal laws, of the state. However, it
is a striking fact that none of these
54 persons were sommoned before
the committee, although the testi-

the grand juries, on which they
\g:sed. as to the gambling laws, as
stat

j mony of some of these persons was

desired, and was also requested.

| However, this request was refused,

and none were allowed to appear.’

“We are unable to agree that Judge
Ear]l Witt has ever been guilty of
high crimes and misdemeanors, or
nonfeasance or malfeasance in office
because of the ill-treatment accord-
ed prisoners in the city jail at Hot
Springs while in custody ‘of the city
police of that city. ’ )

“We find that Judge Ear] Witt has
done his duty in" such cases when
such cases have been brought o his
jurisdiction. We also find that after
Judge Witt assumed office as cir-
cuit judge of the Eighteenth Judi-
cial circuit, the fines for misdemean- -
ors of setting up, keeping or exhib-
i gambling devices in Hot
Springs were raised from $10 to not
less than $100, agsgrovided by law,
Jostot- e riatuter o Gy
e e es e :
rkm ~ L -—w

-
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‘We are unable to connect Judge A
tt with any election irregwnl{m- we desire

t may have existed in the Eigh-

nth Judicial circuit. None of the
%ﬂence, selected as it was, charged

dge Witt with buying poll
receipts, spending money to influ-
ence votes, or in any other way vio-
lating the laws of the state of Ark-
ansas relating to elections. We fajl
to find anything unusual in the evi-
dence that a so-called ‘administra-
tion ticket’ was voted in Hot Springs
and Garland county. We {find that
such has always been the case in city,
county and even in recent state elec-
tions when one political faction is ar-
rayed against another. )

Deny Impeachment Greunds,
. “We would respectfully direct the
attention of the House to the testi-
mony of Jay Rowland, who was an

opponent of Judge Earl Witt in the
last election in which Judge Witt
was elected. In Garland county,
Judge Witt received 3,886 votes and
Mr. Rowland received 2,491 votes.
Mr. Rowland is now president of the
Garland County r Association.|
and we respectfully refer ~ to His
statement relative to the race be-
tween himself and Judge Witt .in
1934, which is a8 follows, to-wit: “In
1934, I was the opponent of Circuit
Judge Earl Witt in the primary elec-
tion. At that time my friends and
supporters had complete control of
the election machinery of Garland
cognty. If Earl Witt stole any
vojes in that election, I would like
to [know how it could have been
dohe. I think he won his race fair-

lydand s%uarely on his _record.
l(siglf\ed) espectfully, Jay M. Row-
m *

“After having ¢

f the House for their patien
us while we have labored earnestly
and gincerely in our efforts to make

law enforcement in Hot

fact that only such evidence should

B it Hearing on KTHS Is -

a tull, complete and fair and - > : :
ut;x Ih;vesttlz)ntion of the megei?ﬂ;- munications Commission he on
Springs and the Eighteenth Judicial |55 0f  commerce .

" KTHS, to Little Rock, has been post-
gircult; being ever mindful of the | o 3" nyi ACk) 20] G. T, Cotham,

have been brought before the com-{2ttorney for
mittee, that if trl‘le wauld bethmun':,‘,' seeking to halt the transfer,

b —

T .

Postponed to April 20

a petition to transfer the ¢

radio  #tatlon,

e chamber, which is
..n-

for impeachment. However, we feel | noﬂ&ﬁ” Cotham said he obtain-

that a full, complete, fair and impar-

Judge Witt-was not allowed to ap-
fear by counsel, neither was he al-
owed to be present with his counsel |
and present and cross-examine wit-
nesses. We feel that no member ot
your committee has purposely failed
in making a fair, impartial, full and
complete investigation of the charges
contained in the House Resolution, |

urge has closed the eyes of some
members ‘of the committee tow—the—
credibility of witnesses who were
ready and anxious to wreak ven-.
-£cance upon their political foes; that
an over-zealous desire has closed one .

ear to many voices and ed the
other to whl?erin s and envious:
0ssip and selfish desires, dignitied '

y solemn oath,

. . -
“In view of the fact that a consid- l
erable sum has already been exe
pended in this investigation, and in
view of the fact that a much greater
sum must be extpended, if the rec-
ommendations of some members of
this committee are adopted; and in'
view of the further reasons as set
out in this report of your commit..
tee, we the undersign members, on ¢
our respective oaths of office, report
that we find no just grounds for the .
interposx_txon of constitutional powe
er by this body, and we recommend
that further action on this matter, by
the Fifty-first General Assembly of
the State of Arkansas, be indefinite- .
ly postpone%” '

4L T_RGBENSON,
FRED JONES. =
«»- -

but we do feel that an over<zealous ' t
vised by Spearman that
'KLRA

rman, Washington legal
advisor for the chamber of com-
merce, 0 as to keep it pending the
decision of Chancellor Frank Dodge,
Little Rock, who has under advise-
ment a local chancery suit between
the chamber and Col, T. H. Barton,
El Dorado, to whom a former C. of
C. board contracted to sell the sta-

on. '
Cotham also said he had be:& !;

of Little Rock had filed with
the FCC another petition, seekingfto
restrain the transfer to Little :

tial investigation has not been made. | f)d g‘f &::ponement through Paul
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Report on Spa__ |
Probe_Expected

In House Today

, Little Rock, Feb. 17.—(P)—Repre- !
sentative Ik%y of Dallas, mem- | - -
ber of the co tlee investigating {

alleged lawlessness in the 18th (Hot
Spiings) Judicial district, said to-
day the committee would submit its
. report to the House probably tomor-
; Tow morning. ’

Murry said the committee had
’ completed its investigation and was
j Tounding out its final report to-

, day. ¢
) I “We plan to deliqer the report to.
morrow. If sometlting should hin-
der us from com%eting it, it will
] be withheld until arly next week”
he said, “but weido not look for

any delay.” L
- Farris to Open Office
hd e —
At Oaklawn Plant Today
PM-. _ﬁ: meL o Ed Farris, secr;tj;;y_ of the State '
A"'ﬁ:{ il:r;exgls‘f?ermcﬁg: of First Racing -Commissidn_ will open his
Methodist t:hurcfgxr was delightfully office at the Oaklawn race track

today to issue licdnses to trainers
and jockeys.

Farjris announced last night that
State Veterinarian Stubbs would
be with him here to give a saliva

entertained Tuesday afternoon at
the home of Mys. Mary Lyell, viith
Mrs. J. Q. Holdkr as assisting hst-
s &gﬁﬁgt%?il Ledgerwood prejid-
an: 8. . B. Phiilips had | winnin of ev

charge of the Hevotional, glving a rt:s; to the § homse of every
very beautiful one. Mrs. Holder and ) 0

Mrs. Kathryn Yater Smith read = — B
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! ABKANSAS DEMOCRAT,
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS,

Housé to Act
| On Spa Probe
" As Committee

Consideration Delayed
Until Monday When

'f ed”
~home in Booneville the minister-leg- |
:islator said that Maner’s charge was |

MR Z- 20-37

The discussion ended with adop-

«—t-dlen-of a motion to delay action un-

til Monday. Lo !
A few minutes later’ Rep. Ernest
Maner of Garland coungr‘funed the
floor on point of perso prlvil:g
and inquired if the Rev. Lee Ni
ols, Logan representative, was
the House and added: “I h he is|
%gr I want him to hear what I have

Nichols was not present to hear|
Maner's charge that he had “insult-
Hot Springs citizens, From his

based on misinformation. .
“Insult” Charged. -

Manér charged that Nichols, a
member of the Investigatin, it-1.
|4ee, “Insulted” Mrs, Earl lg-wite
-of the circuit judge, and others while |-

 Report Is Returned.
; —_————
Future action in the Hot Springs

investigation today is in the laps
of the entire membership of the
House of Representatives as a result
of developments yesterday aftel=]
noon when the judiciary committee
secured adoption of a motion to put
the matter before the House for con-
sideration as a committee-of-the-
whole. . .
Rep. Carleton Harris of Jefferson
county secured adoption of his mo-
tion with but little debate when he
announced that his committee had
voted, 27 to 2, that the two reports

from the five-member investigating !mad e the charges, said while the

.investigating committee reports were
‘being read, a Miss Witt, seated di-

commitiee be considered by the
entire House instead of the 33-mem-
ber judiciary committee.

Three of the members of the com-
mitte authorized to investigate law-
lessness in Hot Springs and the 18th
judicial district (Garland and Mont-
goméry counties) found conditions
bad and recommended the impeach-
ment of Circuit Judge Earl Witt and
the selection of a special court of-
ficials to investigate charges against
officials whose conduct is subject to
review before circuit courts. The
majority report was signed by Chair-
‘man W, M. Thompson of Batesville,
the Rev. Lee Nichols of Booneville
and Rep. Ike Murry of Fordyce.

The minority report signed
Rep. Pat Robinson of Lewisville and
Rep. J. F. Jones recited that a fair
and impartial investigation has not
been made, .

. Debate en Action. }
.. Yollowing the surprise move yes-
terday by the judiciary committee
the House members engaged in a
{ree-for-all discussion as to what to
do with the reports. “We <caanot-
vote intelligently unless we have the

; Booneville
1“slurring remarks about a group o

they were in the House Thursday to
hear the inquiry reports read. -
Hot Springs representative as-
serted that Mrs. Witt and two wom-
en relatives were his guests in the
chamber and Nichols had attempt.
to eject them. He also accused th
lawmaker of mnkin%

Hot Springs’ best citizens who came\
over here to testity before the in-
vestigating committee.”

Nichols, who had returned to his
home at Booneville when Maner

rectly in front of him, turned around
and said:

“You ought o be up at Booneville
Ereachmg the gospel instead of down

ere scandalizing people.”

Nichols said she continued to

“mumble” and that finally he told
her he would call the sergeant at
arms fo have her put out if she did
not cease annoying him.
- “You've got no constitutional right
to sit here and berate a member of
the legislature,” the representative
said he told Miss Witt. «

He reported she took a copy of
the report earlier in the day from
the chief stenographer’s desk and
that the stenographer had difficulty
repossessing it. )

. “I told Maner at noon today what
took place.” Nichols said, “and h}
reolied: ‘Well, nevertheless, she !
a lady.'” ” o

Nichols reported he had no o
jections to the visitors in the Hou:
chamber but declared he did object
o being singled out for heckling.

testimony,” Chrisp of Pulaski said

. N

ouse to convene as a committee-of-
e-whole to consider the report.

Speaker John M. Bransford told

e House members: “Everybody is

thif around the bush; you just

as well decide now whatwew-erego-

0. i e e .m

in support of a motion to have the. T
testimony taken by the ~ committee TLr
inted. Ward of Lee wanted the l R Y 3
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DATES

LLOFHOUSE
WILL PASS ON |
WITT CHARGES

To Decide if Judge
Shall Be Tried.

Whether Circuit Judge Earl Witt of
Hot Springs shall be impeached and
tried by the Senate will be decided by
the House, meeting in Committee of
the Whole next week. .

This action was decided on yesterday
when members of the House Judiciary
Committee reported that it would be a
waste of time and effort for them to
consider the report of a House investi-
gating committee which recommended
impeachment of Witt on charges of of-
ficial misconduct.

Controversy Centers Ab;mt._
Witt’s Wife and Sister. -

Bitterness of the situation resutting<iashis face.”
from the Hot Springs investigation be- -

came evident yesterday when Represent-
ative Emest Maner of Hot Springs,
member of Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin’s
political organization, charged Repre-
sentative Lee Nichols, secretary of the
Investigating™ Committee, with having
Witt in the House chamber Thi
remarks were made in the f
of {Representative Nichols, s Bs
, Who had gone to his home at |
ville for the week-end. - ||

AR LR et ol el LML B F g A KT N CREY S AP T, SEDAE oS rs e

etdidsover the “long-distance tele e
| that.Judge Witt's sister had -started

L annoying  him.

 he told Miss Witt,

to be in the House chamber.”

2-2p9 -37

Infogmed of Maner’s remarks, Nichols

affair by gratituously insulting him.
Nichols -said that Maner had been
misinformed 'relative to his remarks Y
the women visitors. He said that while
the Hot Bprings. Investigating Commit-
tee reports were, being read in the House,
Miss Witt, seated directly in front of ||
him, had turned and said to him: “You ||
ought to be up at Booneville preaching
the Gospel instead of down bere scan-
dalizing people.” . =~ . .
He said Miss Witt continued to
“mumble,” and that finally he told her
he would.céall the sefgeant at-arms and
bave her put out if she did not cease
" “You've no consti-
tutional'right to si% here and berste—m
member of the legislature,” Nichols said

Earlier in the day, Nichols said, Miss
Witt had teken p ‘copy of the report
from the chief stenographer’s desk, and
that the chief stenographer had diffi-
culty repossessing ft. <

“I told Maner at noon today what
took place,” Nichols said, “and he re-
plied: ‘Well, nevertheless, she is a lady’.” |,

Nichols added that he had no objec- |-
tions to the visitors in the House cham-
ber, but he did object to being singled {;
out for heckling. o

Maner obtained the floor during the
afternoon session on a point of personal
privilege. He said that Nichols had in- |
sulted the wife and sister of Judge Witt
while they were guests in the House
chamber on the previous day by telling |
them they had “no constitutional right |’
Maner
added that he had accosted Nichols
later and had called

'

li o
|

bim “a damne¢ liar {b

“Judiciary Committee™ g_7 4
Returns \Reports to House.' |
The Judiciary Committee voted, $7 to

3, to return to the House the ty
and minority reports of the special -
mittee appointed to investigate sit-

uation in the Eighteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit. i ’

The reports were referred to the Ju-
diciary Committee by Speaker Bnm-;
ford after they had been read Thurs-
day. The committee met during the
noon recess yesterday and decided that
it would “expedite matters” if the re-
ports were. considered by the whole
House.

Harris of Jefferson, chairman of the
Judiclary Committee, reported the ac-
tion taken by his committee. Speaker
Bransford said that while the proper

—Rprocedure in cases where impeachment

was recommended is for the Judiciary
Committee to consider the reports, he
saw no reason why they should not be
considered by the whole House,

In announcing ‘the action taken by
the committee, Harris said that “I didn’t
want these reports refexred to my com-
mittee in the first place, although I
didn’t want to shirk any responsibility,
If our committee were to take up the re-
ports and decide that evidence to im-
peach was not sufficient, that would end
matters, and members of the House who
are not on the committee would have no:
voice in the matter. By referring the
reports to the Committee of the Whole,
then everybody will have a voice in the
discussions. This is everybody's re-
sponsibility.” . .

Chrisp of Pulaski moved that the
tire transcript of the hearings be
ed and a copy furnished to each me;
of the House. Bomeone suggested
rinting the transcript would be e
sive and foolish, and Chrisp re]
_“this whole thing is foolish.”

-t
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Speaking on the Chrisp motkm, Har-
sajd that the copy already in !

nds of the Inyestigating Commitfee

uld be sufficient for the Commi
of the Whole, adding that if a copy

en to each member, “not a -
dozen of you would read it.” '

The speaker interjected the remark:
“Everybody is beating around the bush.”

Blair of Logan wanted to know if the
Committee of the Whole considered the
reports, if Judge Witt would have an,
opportunity to be heard. He was assured
that the judge would have that oppor-,
tunity.

. Discussion of the question ended with
adoption of a motion by Ward of Lee to

(Continued on Page 3, Tth ColX

)

TARL OF HOUSE -&
WILL PASS ON _
~ WITT CHARGES

(Continued from Page 1.)

postpone further consideration wuntil
Monday.
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charged that “a full, com-
| plete, fair and impartial in.

» I N
HEBE& ’@EﬂED thﬂ‘? Rock, Feb. 18. | vestigation has mnot_been
: Riaive -4 JA majority report of E ade.”, -
_ the houge committee investi- ¢ e committee majority] which
gating law enforcement con-i crerged Judge Witl with “high
ditions Yin Hot Springs and | erimes and dl?éitsgem::rg?sted “‘;‘;
- ) the 18th judicial district,| é‘;‘mémm W. M. Thompson, Tnde-
Two Sign Minority Re- o reom e ache | | Gation e&&&%&ﬁﬁ“&i&i&?‘ Lot
J{day, recommended impeach | Nichols, e oY
port Asking Post- ment  proceedings against { s Tam”ae“ps Tke Murry of Dallas,
. ponement {eircuit Judge Earl Witt of .
: {the 18th district. - . NO OOMMENT
Only three members of MN thegn-;mge Witt nor Mayor
FINDINGS FILED {the fivemen committee pyi=l m;nﬁt;_r;yoo:tagm:;:
'srlﬁgetdw :h:thl_:ajoglt}; ;e; ;':.» reports of the committee.
: . _ rs, in a, - =
Three Members Urge fity report; disagreed ith -
Probe of Mavor . . _ the majority findings, agked Conrimved ow /‘,’8’ #* 2

. indefinite postponement of
and Sheriff A ;
| PSRRI N e matter jn the house and
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Those dissenting from their find-
ings were Reps. Pat Robinson of
LaFayctie and Fred JoiEs of Mont-
gomew‘m"—-

Reading of the two lengthy re-
ports was started in the house this
afternoon after Speaker Bransford,
referring to the *‘serious nature” of
subject matter, cautioned members
to pay close attention. ‘

The majority recommenrded the
voting of impeachment articles
against the circuit judge on gchar-
ges that he had been observed'in an
intoxicated condition on the streets
of Hot Springs and in his court,
that he had knowledge of open
gambling withdut taking action, and
that he neglected to ask the grand
jury to investigate alleged election
irregularities ih his district.

Asserting that only “selected”
witnesses had been brought before
the house committee by investiga-
tors, the minority said: , .

“No testimony was offered the
committee that Judge Earl Witt
had any connection whatever with,
the gambling interests in Garland
county x X X.

“Two witnesses, x x x stated that
they had seen the-judge-efthe cir-
cuit under the influence of intox-
jcating liguors while conducting
the trials on which they served as
juriors None of the other 22 jur-
ors who served pn these two cases
were brought before the committee,

to the committee, and although
some members ofi the committee de-
sired their testimony and requested
their testimony. x x X

“Your committee had before it
the signatures of 54 persons who
stated that while serving on grand
.juries in Garland county, and in
the 18th judicial district, they had,
at various times, heard Judge Witt
charge the grand jury specifically
as to the gambling laws, as well as
thc other criminal laws, of the
state . However, it is a striking
fact that none of these 54 persons
were summoned before the commit~
tee, although the testimony -of
some of these persons was desired
and was also requested However,
this request was refused and none
were allowed to appear.

“We are unable to agree that
Judge Earl Witt has ever been
guilty of high crimes and misde-
meanors, or nonfeasance or mal-
feasance in office because of the
ill-treatment accorded prisoners in
the city jail at Hot Springs while
in custody of the police of that
city. .
‘“We find that Judge Earl Witt
has done his duty in such cases
when such cases have been brought
to his jurisdictien. x x x

*We are unable to connect Judge
Witt with any election irregulari-
ties that may Bave existed in the

although their hames were known |

| 18th judicial circult. x X_, .. o

(Fe: Brenio)

| “We do feel that an over-zealous
urge has closed the eyes of some
members of the committee to the
credibility of witnesses who were

ready and wreak ven-
geance upon their political foes;
that an over-zealous desire has
closed one ear to many voices and
opened the other to whisperings
and envious gossip and selfish de-
sires, dignified by solemn oath™ .

The majority report said the
committee’s time was virtually mo-
nopolized by the Garland county
inquiry and that it had not had
time to go into conditions in Mont-
gomery county, also in the 18th dis-
trict. . It simply recommended with
respect to that county that the
prosecuting attorney take proper
action if laws were violated there.

Referring to exhaustive records
subpoenaed by the committee, 1t
sayd of Mayor Leo P McLaughlin:

““The “mayor has given us Tittle
information concerning his prop-
erty and records of his income, con-
firming this information to his in-
come tax report for 1935, his Gar-
land county tax receipt, and his
bank account for about two months
of 1836"”
 Decrying alleged mistreatment of
prisoners in the Hot Springs jail,
and in particular the case cf John
Dickson, prisoner who died on
Christmas eve. allegedly from beat-
ings, the majority said:

1 “We do not confine this condem-

nation to_the police officials alone,
for_in the Dickson caseé in partic-
ular, the circuif Judge, the Mzsayor
1 of Holt ~Springs, the ~municipal
Judge, and the city physician are
guilty of either wanton neglect of |
their duties, or of actual non-fea-
sance in failing to give this case -
L] proper attention”

It recommended in this connec-
tion that the judge vacate the
d bench, allow the governor to name
a special judge and prosecutor, and
have the appointed judge name new
jury commissioners and that & new
grand jury be empanneled to make ;
“a new Investigation of the whole
situation”

Such an investigation, the com-
mitteernen asked, would include
‘violatign of gambling laws, mis-
feansance and nonfeasance in of-
fice on the part of the mayor of
Hot Springs, the municipal judge,
thic” chilef of police, the chief of ]
detectives, the sheriff of Garland |
county and the former sheriff of
Garland counéj,—dhe-<mnistreatment
of prisoners; that the acting prose-
cuting attorney prosecute these cas-
s to a final conclugion, and in or-
der that he not be hindered in his
work, the sheriff of the._county
should disqualify and Jet thé judge
appoint as sbove, appoint a special
sheriff to bring in witnesses and

udimon Jurors? e gl llesigid
HerSprines New ERA -2-18-37

Pwee #2 |

o

§" ~We se¢ no other wiy in Which’
(& just, fair and impartial investi-
[ gation may bée had as to miscon-
duct on the paré=el-iocal officers
in garland county and the city of
Hot Springs,” said the majority.
“This committee has no power un-
der the law to impeach local offi-
m-" ' o

After reviewing the testimony
Jitaken in detail, which included
charges that some had refused to
testify because of fear of reprisals;
‘that relatives of officials and peace
officers were employed by gambling
hcuses; that gambling clubs made
gifts of dividend-bearing shares to
leading citizens;, that some gamb-
ling establishmenhts paid fines at
regular intervals and others did
not; that gambling house employes
acted as election officials; that poll
tax receipts were bought in btlocks
and distributed by city administra-
tion employes; that many citizens
did not vote because “they [felt
their votes would not be counted;”
that jail prisoners ‘were mistreated
and a girl seduced by a policeman
in the city jail; that a relative of
Judge Witt was on the payroll of
Belvedere and
gambling resorts; that Judge Witt
had been seen participating in

Southern  Clubs, '

games ‘“at some of these gambling

in an opparently intoxicated con-
dition on the streets and in court;
that he had knowledge of an agree-
ment by which the gambling clubs
peid fines at regular intervais, the
majority report said:

“We recommend that articles of
impeachment be voted by this
house against Earl Witt who was
regularly elected and qualified and
is now acting as circuit judge of the
18th judicial district of the state
‘of Arkansas for high crimes and
inisdemeancrs and gross miscon-
duct in office.”

, Impeachment wds recommended
P on the i-lowing articies:

places”; that he had been observed '

L - Jectuse ff having brough.

his office into difrespect and disre~
pute by appeardi.::h in public places
in the city of Hot Springs upon
‘numerous occasions while under the
.influence of intoxicating liquors to

!such an extent that he had 18st the .

"normal control of his mental and
'physical faculties thereby - being
drunk in public places. t

2. “That he appeared in his said
court in a drunken and intoxicated
condition, during the trial of a case
in the city of Hot Springs and the
courthouse of Garland county while
servingion ttre~bench as the judge
of seid court during the trial of &
| cause then pending and being tried
in said‘court styled and known as
jJordan vs. Woodcock and Lawson.”

——
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| 8. “That he knew, or by the ex-
ercise of ordinary diligence or reas-
onable Investigatign that many
gambling houses as defined and de-
clared by thre~stavutes of the state
of Arkansas to be unlawful were be-
ing operated in Garland county,
Arkansas, which county is embraced
in the 18th judicial district over a
long period of time during his ten-
ure of office and the said Earl Witt
failed ,neglected and-or refused to
issue his order to some constable,
policeman or sheriff within his jur-
isdiction to make a search and seize
the gambling devices x x x as the
law of the state of Arkansas re-
quired and makes mandatory of a
circuit judge, x x x thereby aiding
and encouraging a general break-
down of the laws of the State of
Arkansas in his judicial district and
in further failing, neglecting and-
or-refusing to instruct the grand
juries which have been empanelled
in Garland county respecting the
laws reiating to gaming.

4. “That it was publicly andju-
dicially called to his attention and
charges were made by the filing of
certain election contest cases in his
court as judge of the 18th district
cf Arkansas that gross misconduct
by the election officials who econ-
ducted certain primary elections
helc and conducted on the 11th day
of August, 1936, and certain candi-
dates in said election before and
on the day of the holding of said
election were guilty of gross vio-
lations of the election laws of the
state of Arkansas and gross mis-
conduct and fraud in the conduct
of sald election and the said Farl
Witt failed, neglected and-or re-
fused to call the attention of the
grand jury to the said charges when
the same convened.

5. “That the same Earl Witt,
judge of the 1 uaifial circuit,
is guilty of high crimes and misde-
, meanors and gross misconduct be-
| cause of the charges specified and
set out in Articles 1, 2, 3, and 4,

,hereof thereby bringmg his court
1 into disrepute and disrespect and
lending aid therefore to a general '
breakdown of the laws of the state ‘
of Arkansas.” i

e ————

day opened his office at Oaklawn
Park and“prepared to issue licenses

nounced that

to give saliva tests
horses of every race.
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WITT WILL BE
" PERMITTED TO
FACE ACCUSER

: Judiciary Commi
Relieved At Own
Request

Legislators May Be-
gin Final Action
¢ Monday |

Littlé Rock, Feb. 19.—
- (AP)—The House of Rep-
resentatives voted today to
refer to the whole house the
conflicting reports of the

DEFER ACTION .

special committee which in-
vestigated law enforcement
conditigns in Hot Springs
and the 18th judicial dis-
trict. !

Action{came on a unani-
.mous voi%e vote after Chair-
‘man Carleton Harris of the
judiciary committee to
which the matter was refer-
red yesterday, said his com-
. mittee had voted 27 to 2
that the matter be taken out
‘of its hands. e
. “The judiclary i the Ilargest
house committee and has more work
than any other,” said Harris. “If
we met and found-thet the evidence
was not sufficient to impeach the

question would never get back %
this house, o : -

“In the next place, if the com-
mittee should determine there was
enough evidence to ity im-
peachment the whole thing would
have to be gone over again In the.
ho mmitee

deesnitazant
o Bave anyihing to do with i€, . |

5

| & on record as indicting or con-

Judicary committee to go irto the

“We would not only have to stu
t has already
taken, but would have to
Judge Witt’s withesses. This Y
responsiblity of the entire house and

I don't think you should throw it

31

and say ‘this is your ba

turned two reports, the majority
asking impeachment procee

against Circuit Judge Earl Witt of
the 18th district, and the minority
asserting it, found no basis for such

The mthority asked “indefinite
postponement” of the matter by the
house.

On motion of Ward of Lee, fur-
ther action was postponed i the
house until Monday morning, |,

No

recorq of the transcrept of evicknce
be printed and placed on the Ydesk
of each member. As a substitute,
Ward suggested that the house
meet Monday right and have all of
. the testimony read, . holding night
sessions until it was completed.

Cprisp said “this house should not

victing & man without going into
the testimony thoroughly. If you
want to know the truth about it, I
| think the whole thing is foolish.”

Blair of Logan asked if Judge
Witt would have the right to come
and cross-examine all
against him.

Speaker Bransford replied “he
- ‘certainly would have that right.”

Ward's motion to delay further
action ended the di,t:ussiqn. .

. - H FRA

witnesses

Report Sharply Divided.

Little Rock, Fgb. 19—(#)—A
four-weeks legislatfe investigation
into alleged lawlessness at Hot
Springs, world famous health re-
sort, brought a sharply divided re-
port today tm which the majority
recommended impeachment pro-
ceedings against Circuit Judge Earl
Witt and the minority reported
there was no basis for such action.

House Speaker John Bransford
sent both reports to the judiciary

1

up articles of impeachment or rec-

dropped.

“I daresay that sfter the judi-
clary committee deliberates we will
have another majority and another
minority report. We'll be right back
Where we started,” chair chairman
Curleton Harris of Pine Bluff. He
sald it would be necessary for the

on had been taken ("11 :
motioh by Chrisp of Pulaski ttmt.a |

into the house with his attorney |;

committee. It will meet next week |
to study the transcript and report |¢
‘|back to the house, efther drawing |-~

ammending that the matter be |."

g

into the judiciary committee’s la
by’ d :
The investigating committee re<

|
|
i
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matter just as thoroughly as*the J
S es—— .

rvrantimnblioe  mmnes!
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The majority report charged the
54-year-old <Judge—~Witt, presiding
over the 18t district which includes
Hot Springs, with appearing on Hot
Springs streets and in his court ap-
parently in an intoxicated cordi-
tion, having knowledge of open
gambling without taking action and
failing to act in cornection with
alleged voting irregularitjes in the
August democratic primary.

It further recommended a special
grand jury at Hot Springs under &
temporary circuit judge and prose-
cutor named by the governor to in-
vestigate gambling, alleged mistreat-
ment of city jail prisorers and of-

ficial conduct of Mayor Leo P. Mc-
Laughlin, municipal judge, chief of
police, chief of detectives and pres-
ent and former sheriffs.

Charging only “selected” witness-
es had been heard, -~the sminorify
reported a “full, complete, fair and
impartial investigatior has not been

‘| made,” and that testimony did not
' support
.| Judge

majority findings against
Witt.
The commitiee majority reported

| inding peace officers and relatives
;| of officials in the employe of gamb-
:|ling houses at Hot Springs. It re-
| viewed testimony relating

to alleg-
ed gifts of stock in Belveliere and
Southern club gambling ms to
prominent citizens. ;oo

During the investigation:i revenue
department agents strippe® palatial
Hot Springs night clubs of gamb-
ling equipment valued at $15,000.
The devices were burned in a pub-
lic bonfire at Little Rock. Some of
the clubs, including swanky Belve-
dere, were closed. A Hot Springs
delegation of 147 citizens appeared
before the investigators to report
the inquiry had benefitted business
at the resort city.

Another delegati>n of Hot Springs
citizens told the cymmittee that the
fact Hot Spring;fwas a resort had

dictated & libera] policy and that
officers should mot be blamed for

that policy.

_New Ern-
Hor SPRINGS, RRK.
Fes-19- 1937.
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Litfie Rock, Feb. 18.
text,; of the Hot Springs investigat-
ing/ committee’s minority report,

in the house today, follows: !

We, the undersigned members’of
your committee, beg leave to mjke
the following report: 4 .

We entered upon the duties as-
signed to us under house rusolution
No, 3, and at ihe 2ad of our in-
vestization, we are uuable to agiee
with the report of some members
ot the commitéea,

We found that gambling was be-
ing conducied in Hot Springs, open-
ly and to a grealer extent perhaps
than anywhere 2lse in the state. Bul
a5 to the comperison between the
gambling in Hut Springs and other
rescri citles, no testin:ony was ad-
dured before your committee. We
find that various clubs, where gam-
bling was condycted, including Pel-
vedere club, sevecral men were em-
ployed who ar2 either directly or
indirectly related o officlals of the
city of Hot Sucilys and the 18th
Judicial district. However, no testi-
incuy was oficred the commiitice
that Judge Earl Witt had any con-
nection whatever with the gambl-
ing interests in Garland county;
and we know of no law, ard none
has been cited to the committee
holding any man responsible for the
conduct of his less fortunate re-

" Jations.

‘When the committee wes appoint-
ed under house resolutin No. 8, we
understood our duty to be to in-
vestigate alleged laxity of law en-
forcement in Hot Sprinegs and the

- 18th Judicial district. We did not
expect the witnesses to be carefully
selected and their testimony sifted,

. before the committee would be per-
mitted to hear their testimony. We

¢ are not unmindful of the fact that

! where 4here exists two resttess po-

U%Inmymymem
gof 0 , most any kind of

at from the
trend of testimony given befort your
committee, the witnesses brought
before the;committee were carefully,
selected for the sole purpose of at-:
tempting to impeach the circuit.
Judge of the 18th Judicial district.

We trust that every member of
the house of representatives will
read carefully the testimony sub-:
mitted to the committee. \

The record of the testimony will
show that two witnesses who served
as Jurors on two separate cases be-
ing tried in the 18th Judicial eir-
cuit, stated that they had seen the
Judge of the circuit under the in-|
fluence of intoxica
conducting the trials on which they |
served as jurors. Mone of the other
22 jurors who served on these two
cases were brought before the com-
mittee, although their names were
known to the committee, and al-
though some members|of the com-
mittee desired their testimony and
requested their testimony. In con-
nection with line of tegtimony, your
attention Is respectfully directed to
the testimony, of one witness who
was an avowed opponent of Circuit

Judge Witt, but who stated em-|.
:| of Arkansas.

phatically that, although he had
lived in Hot Springs 60 years, ne
had never seen Judge Witt intoxie
cated, nor did he bear any such
reputation.

The record reflects that three or
four persons who have served om
grand juries in the 18th Judicia)
circuit, testified before the commit-

tee that they did not remember |

haying heard the circ@it judge of

18th judicial eircuitfinstruct the |
ey served, |

d juries, on which

g liquors while' ;

{ as}o the gambling lavk, as well as | |

[ criminal laws of the state.
Your committee had before it the
signatures of fifty-four (54) per-
sons, who stated that while serv-

unty, and in the 18th Judicial

ing on grand jurles in GQGarland|.

1l

~-

S v e

| of higia crime and misdemeanors, or

‘confegsance or malfeasance in office
| becauye of the ill-treatment accord-
| ed prisoners in the city jail at

| such cases have been brought to
| ms jurisdiction. We, also find that

jury, specifically as to the gam
laws, as well ag to the other crimj
nal laws, of the state. Howe
it is a striking fact that none
these 54 persons were summon
before the committee, although th
testimony of some of these persons
was desired, and was also requested.
However. this request was refused,
and none were allowed to appear.
We: are unable to agree that
Judge Ear] Witt has ever been guiky

Hot Springs while in custody of the
city police of that city.

We find that Judge Earl Witt has
done his duty in such cases when

after Judge Witt assumed office
as circuit fudge of the 18th Judicial
circuit, the fines for misdemeanors
¢f setting up, keeping

exhibitin
gambling devices in Hot S b
were raised from $10.00 to not I
than $100.00, as provided by lav),
under Section 2630, C & .
Digest of the statutes of the state

We are unable to connect Judge
Witt with any election irregularities
that may have existed in the i8th
Judicial circuit. None of the evi-
dence selected, as it was, charged
Judge Witt with buying poll tax
receipts, spending money to infiu-
ence votes, or in any other way
violating the laws of the state of
Arkansas relative to elections. We
fail to find anything upusual

the evidence that s so-called “ad-
ministration ticket” was woted in
Hot Springs and Garland county.

the case in city, county and even
in recent state elecioms=—wirn ome

We find that such has always been |:

political faction is u'rlyed against

-

Conr'ps Na&xr PrE
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‘We would respecttully direct the |
lmmuwhmtotmtuu- ;
mony of Mr. Jay Rowland, who was |’
.an opponent of Judge Barl Witt in
* : the last election in which Judge

Witt was elected—In.. Garland |.
County Bar Assoclation, and we re- ||
s ! spectfully refer to his statement
A

relative to the race between him--
self-and Judge Witt in 1834, which
is as follows, to-wit: “In 1934, I was |
the opponent of Circult Judge Earl.
Witt in the primary election. At
1 - ~| that time my friends and support--
ers had complete control of the ele¢-
tion machinery of Garland county.
! If Earl Witt stole any votes in that
election, I would like to know how
it could have been dgne. I think
N he won his race fairly and squarely
on his record. (8igned) Respectful- |.
ly. Jay M. Rowland.” .o
s ' After ving completed our
1abors, we desire to thank the mem-
bers of the house for their patience.
’ ' with us while we have Ilabored
earnestly and sincerely in our ef-
forts to make a full, complete and
' fair and impartial investigation of
the alleged laxity of law enforce-
ment in Hot Springs and the 18th
Judicial circuit; being cver mindful
of the fact that only such evidenco
should have been brought before |’
the committee ,that if tiue womid [:
be .grounds for impsachment, how-
ever, we feel that a full, complete,
fair and impartial investigation has
not been made., Judge Witt was
not allowed to appear by counsel,
neither was he allowed to be present
with his counsel and present and
cross-exa..ine wiinesses We feel |;
that nq member of your committee |
has purposely failed in making = |:
fair, impartial, full and complete
investigation of the charges cn-
tained in the house resolution, but
¢ we do feel that an over-zealous urge
hag closj' the eyes of some mem- ¢
ll:(;rs of . ei é::mmittee to the credi-
¢ lity of witnesses who wetre ready
"and EMous to wreak vengeance {
upon their political foes; that an 5’ .
over-zealous desire has closed one THE ENTINEL- RECO RD
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ear to many voices and opened the .

other to whisperings and envious Hor SrrRINGS ARK .
gossip and selfish desires, degni- > 4

fied by solemn Oath. = e————m -l19-37

In view of the fact that a con-
siderable sum has already been ex-
pended in this investigation, and in .
view of the fact that a much great-
er sum must be expended, if the |
recommendations of some members

- of this comthittee are adopted; and .
| in view of the further reasons a5
, We e un BN mem- .
. | bers, on our respective oaths of /FE.' Brenxi1.

. ‘t)fﬂ(ee,ds rexr)ort ut}h;at ’:e find no jus.
groun: or terposition + !

constitutional power by this .51at « 9
General Assembly, of the State pf|
Arkansas, be indefinitely postponed.
Pat Joblngon.
Pred Jones. =
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DIVIDED REPORT

-~ 'RETURNED BY SPA PROBERS

. ssailed, Defendetl

Mlnorlty Fnles Report As-
serting It Found no Bqai:
for Action—Both Reports
Given to House Judiciary ;
Committee. :

The text of the majority -
port on the Hot Springs mqu!ry :
will be found on page 5. 1

The text of the minority re-
port on the Hot Springs inquiry
will be found on page 18. ;

Little Rock, Feb. 18.—(#)—A five ‘
man committee named by the house :
of representatives to investigate al- ‘
leged laxity ir law enforcement in |
Hot Springs and the 18th judicial |
district divided sharply today when i

1
!
i

& majority _of three recommended
impgichment proceedings against
Circgit Judge Earl Witt of the 18th |
ct and the minority asserted it
had ffound no basis for such action. -
majority charged Judge Wiit, .
on the basis of testimony taken
the Imvestigators, with having
peared on Hot Springs streets aljd
in his court in an apparently intqk-
icated condition, with having know-
lege of open gambling operations in '
Hot Springs without taking any sée-
$ion;—and with failing
connection with' alleged voting
regulaﬂtieu’lh the dexno&stlc E
mary STV Avgust. T
I PG | i

FEE - o7

~
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e “majority further recommaid:
that & special grand jury be as- .

semb in Hot Springs underg &
tempi circuit . and pros--
ecutq; named by tidf'governcy -

vesti{nte gambling} :
treatinent of city jéil prisoners,
the official conduct of Mayor
P. McLaughlin, the municipal judge,
chief of police, chief of detectives,
and the present and former sherift
of Garland count:

“This oommitbee has no power
tmder the law to impeach local of-
'ficers” sald the maj-rity in this
eonnectlon. f .

Disagreeing 'with the recommen-
dations, the minority charged that
only “selected] witnesees had been
hesaid by the o)mmh.tee. that others
the miroitty wanted lo Lkear had
inot beer su:nmoned, that the testi-
',mnny did not supp rt the majority
. findings with jeference t¢ Judge
Wltt that “a full, comg.cte, fair and
lmpartxal investigation har not been
' made.”

T “We do feel that an ov’}r-nel.lom
| urge has closed ihe ey some
-membera of the ccmmit tc the
credibflity of witnesses
ready jand anxious to Wreak ven-
.,can .upon their pc'lt..cal foes,”
e nincr:ty. .
et ot the House John Brans-
ford sent both reports to the judi-
clary ecommittee uftu' they had
been read in the ch this af-
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lecnt debate over prooedm
house

Ike Murry of Dallu who pained
with Chairman W. M. Thompson of
Iadependence and Secrelary Lee
Nichols of Logan in signing the ma-
Jority report, gead ‘the majority
findings. Pat Robinson of lLaFay-
ette who joined Fred Jones of Mont-~
gonicry in the minoﬂty Tepert, md
those firdings.

Carleton Harris ot
ch of the judim.ry com

tee spid his group would meet

to study the transcript | and
back to the house, ther
drawlnz up articles of impeachment
or recommending that the matter
be dropped.

The chairman said the transcript
of testimony would be read before
the commitiee meeting in the house
chamber, Me urgell that all repre-
sentatives attend.

He commented: “We appointed
an investigating committee and we
are sending ‘this  thing back to
another committee. It will be neceg-
sary for the judicial committee to
go. into it just as thoroughly as the
In&wtigating comnfittee did. ,

*1 daresay that after the judiclary
cojnmittee deliberates we will have

weel

another majority and another mi-
nority report. We'u be right back
wiitre we starltd. I don'i want this’
dumped on my comm:.lee’s lap.”

1he principal debate ccutered on
s mAtion by Beck 5 Ciittenden,
demanding printed copme of all
the l,esumony for eucA mem!| of
the Douse

“That ~vill cost $1€000" sald
Speaker Bransford. '

“Knowing it will cos* GIO, 0, 1.
it feel ‘e testimon; chould be
placed before every mernaber,” sald
Beck. “This has been a secret inves-
tization and I want the whole
thine brought out in the ope:x.

"“Why this whole thing should be
kept secret.-'I cannot understand,
for tie life of me. I can’t ruin any
_1mén's neme by voting an impeach-
" meéut charge without all the fa.cts
before me.”

As a score members clammed for
recognition, Foster of Lonoke and
Gooch of Cross got in srgaments
againsi the Beck motion or grounds
Ll;at a rrinted t.rnn.',cript would not

Chrisp of Pulaski ssked for~ a-
reading of the whole transcript in
the house ang Toney of Jefferson
qpposed 3hat on.grounds that 1t
vould block ‘consideration of legis- '
ption for several days. There were |
q.xggestions thér: for night=sestions

to hear the transeript. . -

Bransford ended the oontroversy
vit.h &, ruiing that if the judicidry
gecmm.(t:,eé ‘returtied  impeachment

- grticles, all the testimony would be
prlmed and wd ‘on -the desks §of

Ih Hct Bprlngt, Judge Witt said
he had no commernt to make on the

ECQIRMILAC XBPOTLS., ; -+ e chidbaimibcidliiesicc

V¥ %
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“The committee was created 1 about
Weeks ago, held _many secret

on‘s and a tew" open ones, to

-which newsmepr—=crd~18th district

lggj.slators were admitted.

:3Whille it was sitting, the state
ggvenue department under s Su-
Preme court order raided gambling '

s aliegations:

_to stop such operations.

] and that he did not bring the mat-

] fore to a general breakdown of the |

Lling rcoins to prominent citizens,

! ‘ have

houses in Hot Bprings, seized and
Wirned ‘gumbling equipment vu ‘
at exal thousand  dollars.
committee majority - .
fled five impeachment : es ¢

t Judge Witt, based on

1. That he appeared in pubnc
places ir Hot Springs while under
the influence of liquor.

2. That he appeared in his court
“in 2 drunken and intoxicated con-
diviop.”

- 8. That he had knowledge of
gambling operations but did not act |

4. That alleged electior irregu- |
larities were called to his attention

ter before the grand jJury. s——e————w

5. That because of these things
he is “guilty of high crimes and mis-
demeanors and gross misconduct,
¢ * s ¢ thereby bringing his court |
into disrepute and lerding aid there

ly.ws of the State of Arkansas.

- The committee majority said
found peace officers and relatives
ﬁf officials.in the employe of gamb-
ng houses at Hot. Springs. -

. “'1'hese employes,” said the re-
port, “consist among others of ¢ the
following: P. C. Witt, uncle of Cir-
cuit Judg® Eerl Wiit; Archie Ledg-
erwood. bron.xer of Munlcipal Judge
Vernon . Loigerwood, Mrs. Her-
bert Akers, wife of Chief of Detec-
tives Herbert (Dutch) Akers; T. G.
(Cux'ley)‘ Evans, policeman, watch-,
man a;t ‘deedere and Holiness

preache ¥
The Ja]or.ty renewed t,eatlmony
relating to slleged gifts of stock in }

Belv edere and Southern Club gamb- ;

end said: . - .

Records of ditferent gambling A
houses submitted to his show that |
the smaller concerns pay semi-
monthly fines of $100 each, while |:
larde establishments like Belvedere |
and others, where the real mqgney
is won and lost, pay no fines, *‘* ¢

“The Jacobs interests alone earr-
ed net dividends of appro:dma,*.ely
$332,000 last year, yet none of his
clubs or books paid fines, according |’
to the records submltted, to us by
them. :

‘“The pra.cmce of making large
gifts to prominent people and rela-
tives of public officials, the}pay-
ment of §arge salaries to poll en

and f er, and other . -
Mthropic’{ activities of Mr. Jacobs,
tainly paid him e xe-

2%, the expense ‘of s¢mebody.”d

(';ocz.r #*2)

-

bl i ittt asnini i T,

1 icating liquors while
‘] trials on which they served as jur-

* The majority charged mantpu-
lation of election machinery, inti-
midation ¢f vo of gamb-
bling house workers as ®lectioh of-
ficials, mistreatment of prisoners in
Hot Sprirgs jail and abuse of wo-
men by police, referring particu-

at the city jail by a policeman. ;
The John Dickson case, in whlch
Duckson, & prisoner, died allegedly
®s a result of beatings, for which
seven policemen were indicted, was
discussed in detall ™.,
“We find that various clubs,
where gambling was conducted, in-
cluding Belvedere club, several men
were employed who are either di-
rectly or indirectly related to ‘of-
clals of the city of Hot Springs and
the ,18th judicial distict. Howev,
no timony was offered the com-
mitjee that Judge Witt had any
conjection whatever with gamblirg
intirests in Garland county; and
we know of no law, and none has
bgen cited to the committee, holding
anry man responsible for the con-
duot of his less fortunate relations.

J* * * “We did not expect the wit-
nesses to be carefully selected and

Aheir testimony sifted before e
committee would e permitted ” to
hear their testimony. We are not

there exists two restless politfcal
factions in any city the size of Hot
Springs, most any kind of testi-
mony may be obtained, in order to
reach a desired result, with farl less
effort and expense thar has been
exerted and expended in this inves-
tigation. We feel * ¢ * the witnesses

pose of attempting to impeach the
circult judge of the 18th district.
‘“Two witnesses ® * * stated they
had seen the Judge of the circuit
court under the influence of intox-
conducting

ors. None of the other 22 jurors
who served on those cases were

J brought before the committee.”

The minority charged it had ask-
ed that. these others be hegrd, and
sald ‘“One witness who was an
avowed opponent of Circuit Judge
Wity stated emphatically that al-
though e had lived in Hot'Springs
60 fears he had never seen|Judge
Wit intoxicated, ror did h{} bear
such a‘reputation.”

deferring to testimony ‘ot grand
Jurtrs that they did not recall any
instructions about gambling law vio-

Iations, the minority said:
Conrinoad oy
PRoE #*3,

S P

larly to the story of a women's farm-
inmate that she had been seduced i

dful of the fact that where

brought before the committee were ,
carefully selected for the sole pur- |

Fe.:
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| done his duty in sijch cases when
| such cases have be¢ brought w

| circuit judge the fines for misde-

| less than $100, as provided by law.

“Your ttee—had Wefere-mit
them%gugxe?‘of 54 persons who
stated that while serving or grand
Juries in Garland county they had
at various times heard Judge Witt
charge the grand Jury specifically
as to the gambling laws, * * * !

t1t is & striking fact that none |
of these 54 persons were summoned
before. the committee although the

timony of some of these pérsons
whs desired,, and was also requested.
However, this request was refused,
and rone were allowed to appear, [
- “We are unable to agree’ that
Judge Earl Witt has ever .been
guilty -of high crimes and misde-
meanors or nonfeasance or malfeas-
Ing office because of the ill-treat-
ment accorded prisoners in the city
Jail at Hot Springs while ir custo-
dy of the city police of ‘that city.

“We ' find that Judge Witt has

his jurisdiction. We, also™find that
after Judge Witt ag ed office as

meanors of setting up, keeping ar |
exhibiting gambling devices ir Hot
Springs was raised from $10 to not

‘“We are unable to connect Judge
Witt with any election irregulari-
tles that may have existed in the
18th districts = » =
“We feel that a tfull, complete,
fair and impartial investigation has
rot been made. Judge Witt was not
allowed to appear by counsel, nej-
ther was he allowed to be present
th his counsel and present d
cpss-examining, witresses.
“We feel that no members of your |
T edmmittee has urposely faile:l;jdto t
‘make & fair, injpartial, full a:
‘complete  investigation. of the !
i charges contained in the House res- ,
olutiort. but we do feel that ai
overzealous urge has closed the eyes
. of some members of the committee
‘to the credibility of witnesses who
; were ready and ﬂz:r?xiousm’to lv.;reak
vgrgeanee upon their political foes;
Ethat an over-zealous desire . has
closed one ear to many voices and.
:opened the other to whisperings and,
ienvious gossip and selfish desires,
‘ dignified by solerin oath.
The minority closed with a “re- |
port that we find no just grounds |
for the interposition of constitu--’
tional power by this body. And we
recommend that further action om |
this matter, by the 51st general as- {
sembly of the state of Arkansas, be |
Jndefinitely postpone N
£, =0 = &

>
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' Text of Majority Repoit
- In Hot Springs Inquiry
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&

Littie—Roek, Feb. 1 The
text of the majority reporth of the
Hot Springs investigating com-
mittee follows:

We, your committee appointed
under sauthority of house resolu-
tion No. 6 to investigate alieged lax-
ity of law enforcement in the city
of Hot Springs and the eighteenth
Judicial circuit of Arkansas, beg
leave to submit the following re-
port:

We began our labors immediate-
ly after our appointment, and con-
tinued to take testimony for almost
four weeks, We were greatly handi-
capped at first, by the attitude of
those being investigated and those
citizens who would be benefitted by
such investigation,

The report was freely circula
about Hot Springs that no real jn-
vestigation was contemplated, d
that]the city officials and gambling
interests would be able to block the
inveitigation. In view of existing
conditions, many of those who could
have given valuabje testimony,
feared to do 50, or at Jeast expressed
such fear, because ofl the dread of

,reprisals on the part pf the lawiess
element of the city, well as on
the pprt of those in authority.

It was not until the agents of
the rqvenue department had raided
the ldading gambling houses of the
city of Hot Springs did both sides

. become convinced that the commit.
tee was In earnest. From that
tme, the task of getting witnesses
to testify became much simpler.
Throaghout o ation, we
have had the assistance of the state
department of revenue, which de-
!psrtmmt has furnished us the serv-
ices of auditors, stenographers, and
investigators, Without their assist-
ance, we could not have functioned
except at very great expense to the
house of representatives. The in-
vestigators furnished-we by the de-
partment interviewed witnesses and

1 ing clubs and books of the city and

f Witt, Archie Ledgerwood, Mrother

presented them 0 WS, ..., - J

From those statements we were
able to delrmine what witnesses
were material ant—to—heve them
brought before us. ; We desire to
thank them for their assistance
and co-operation, Our thanks are
also due our able at ey, Mr, John
R. Thompson, for his efforts and
his services in assembling testi-
mony and in examining witnesses
and to our efficient clerk and
stenographer, Miss Geneva O'Glee,
for her untiring efforts and assist-
ance during our deliberations.

Gambling

Every city of the size ‘And import-
ance of Hot Springs ha} its gambl-
ing problem to a greatef or less de-
gree. So long as men and women
are possessed of the gambling in-
stinct, soclety must deal with this
problem. But we seriously doub} if
there is a city enywhere that deals
with the problem as it is dealt with
in, Hot Springs. Al states hpve
anti-gambling Yaws ang a greater;
or lesser effort is made pn the part
of the legal authoritieg to enforce
these laws. But In the, city of Hot
Springs, for the past sgveral years,
not only has there been no effort'
made t) enforce the anti-gambling
laws of this state, but officlals have
boldly faken the view that gambl-
ing is n industry necessary to the:
health,'peace and safety of Hot
Springs and Garland county.

We find from the city_records,
furnished us by the leading gambl-

county, that=poMecmen, firemen and
other employees of the cily and
county, as well as relatives of promi-

nent officlals of the district, county
and..on.dhe |

and -eity—-are=employed

payroll of these gambling hotses.
These employees consist among]

others of the following: P. A,

Witt, uncle of Creuit Judge Earl

of Municipal Judge Verne S. Ledger-

In order to entrench themselves
safe trol of local govern-
{ment, such leading gambling re-
sarts as Belvedere Club and book,
Southern Club and book, Kentucky
Club and , and other clubs
controlled by the W& 8. J:.heobs in-
terests, have resorted to the prac-
tice of making gifts"of Jarge divi-;
dents to prominent people of the
city, as one of Mr. Jacobs’' part-
ners, Mr. Sam Watt, expressed it,
“in order to obtain their influence,
I suppose.” Mr. Watt was reluctant
to give the names of these “in-;
fluenfial” people, but when forced
i to answer the question, named the

folloying:

ie Ledgerwood 25 per cent
dividend on Belvedere and Southern
Club; L. D. Cooper, wholesaler and
former president of Hot Springs

Chamber of Commerce; Ipouglas
Hotchkiss, secretary of e Hot
Springs Chamber of Comm , and

at that time a member of st{.te rac-
ing commission, each of whom were
made a present of $3,375.00, In the
year 1836.

‘We had before us, Archie Ledger-
wcod, after Mr. Watt, who owns 15

‘ m!hﬁ.; -
Lanrine

(‘:111' . Herbert Akers, wife of
ef of Detectives Herbert( Dutch) '
B weber ley) Evans, police-
man, “tchm.n at a.

Dliiess PERacher e o

e

cent of the Belvedere and
- Sputhern, and who is the book-
k(eper at Belvedere, had testified

t W. S. Jacobs had made a
! present of 25 per cent intergst in
‘these clubs and books to Lelger-
wood. Ledgerwood told us a fan-
tastic story about how he cajne to
own this large interest in these two
gambling houses.
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El Beser-Texas, in 1931, where he
had spent about nine years taking
& cure for tuberculosis and w

to work for the Jacobs interest at
& salary of fifty dollars s week.
That after he had worked abou
one year, Mr. Jacobs was 80 im-
pressed with his work that he off-
ered to/sell him a 25 per cent in-
terest in the “bank roll” of the Bpl-
vedere and the Southerrduh-!m'
$15,000. That he went to one Ed
Ballard, & famous gambler and
broker of gamblers, who lived at
West Baden, Indlana, and succeeded
in borrowing this large sum of
money on his plain note, ggreeing
to repay Ballard the money, in Oc-
. tober, 1936, with 10 per cent interest,
‘and & bonus of 25 per cent of his
‘putotthe net earnings of the two
clubs and books. ) sl

He—furttrer~stated to us that he
repaid this money to Mr. Ballard,
while Balldrd was on a visit to Hot
Springs about October, 1936. Pressed
further, he stated that he paid Bal-
lard the large sum of $20,500.00.
Asked if he paid it with a check,
he said that he no Jangsr kept
money in banks, that he paid this
in cash, that he took no rwelpl...’
and destroyed the note immediately
after it was paid.

Further questioning developed the
fact that about two days after
Ledgerwood paid this large sum of
money, Ballard and a former part-
ner with whom Ballard had pre-
viously quarreled were both found
shot to death in a room of the
Arlington hotel. He stated that the

He told us that he retumedm,

verdict that the other msan
killed Ballard and then kiJled him-
self, At rate, no fujther in-
vestigatioh seems to heve been
made,

Records of different mbling
hgu.sgs submitted to us, show that

'the smaller concerns pay semi-

month]y fines of $1 —while
large pstablishments like Belvedere
and olhers, where the real money,

is wor: and lost, pay no fines. Forﬁ
exampje, one establishment, operat-
ed by George Pakis and others hadi
net earnings last year of approxi-
mately $15,000, and paid these fines
twice a month, while the Belvedera
with net earnings of $40,000, afte
paying enormous salaries running
from five dollars to twenty dollars
per day, and the Southern Club
and book gith dividends of $50.00,
year paid no fines, The Jacobs
interests alone, earned net divi.
dends of approximately $332,000 lasl
year, yet none of his clubs or books
paid any fines, according to the
records submitted to us by them.
The practice of making large
gifts to prominent people and rela-
tives of public afficials, the payment
f of large salaries to policemen and
firemen and other “phijamthropic™
activities of Mr. Jacobs have cer-’
tainly paid him large returns at

WYL
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The above mentioned alliancés
between public officials and those
who run rough er the state’s
penal laws could ro in a.n:ri
other sub-division of government in |
this country. But when we come to
consider the system by which these
public officials keep themselves in
office, & system by which the voice
1ot free people canno} make itself
heard or felt at the polls, we can
readily understand why such con-
ditions can perpetuate themselves.
The committee called before it the
records of the tax collector of Gar-
land county, and the records of the
secretary of the democratic county
central committee of Garland
county. - .

From those records, we learned

Py

d.
Of this number,imore than 2,000

secretary of the central committee
showed that of the judges and'
clerks of election, .the following .
were employees of gambling houses: |
Matt Picchi, Loyd Lemons, Buddy
Wakelin, Louis Longinotti, Pat Pol-
lard, Cecll Parker, George Hinkle,
Ccil Brock, Norwood Phillips, Gor-
den Henderson, Jack McJunkin and
Floyd Banski.

‘The following were also employees
of the city or county government:
Cecil Brock, Jack McJunkin, Tex
Rutherford and two or' three oth-.

ers. ;
Witngsses testified that Mayor
Leo P. McLaughlin, who seems to
dominalle the politics of the county
called in various employees of the
city of Hot Springs and gave them
lists of names for whom they were
’| to obtair: order for poll tax receipts.
That having obtained those orders,
receipts were issued by the tax col- !
lector, and delivered to the mayar |
who sent the purchaser of fthesei
receipts to the city clerk wh.g] in:
.| turn paid him the amount he¢ had
paid for these receipts. At the Hrop-
er time these receipts were deliver-
ed to tte voter whose name appear-
ed theteon, if it was found that
such voter could be counted upon to
vote the so-called ‘‘administration
ticket.” )
It was also shown that on the day
before the election was held, in:
August, 1936, Mayor McLaughlin
called a meeting of employes of the
city, jmdges and clerks of election,
and_ ofher pérsons “identified with

the cily administration and made
them q speech, in which he told
them &hat all employees who did

not ge dowe the line fq the Aad-
ministration ticket from governot to
constable would be looking fog & job
the moming after the electi

He also asked them to say(fto all
business men of the city t it
they wished to do well in th@ir re-
(spective businesses, not only they,
ut their employees had better vote

Sthe admiristration ticket. That af-)
Fose # 2
. y

sl R

o

| izens did not attempt to vote for
{the reason they felt their votes

| local set-up were boycokted. Some
‘led, ¢! number of business and pro-

‘\giv valuable information in the

Ler this meeting,
selec

called  thoséh
to serve as judges and
olerks on to meet him in his
gle\irra_te office for instructions gs to

those instructiors were, we were
unsble to find out. We can only
conjecture from thé results.

The te y further showed
that one man who had an order
from one of the candidates for gov-
ernor not supported by the admin-
istration, to watch the count in the
Third ward of the city of Hot
Springs, as provided by Section 132,
of Acts 123, of the acts of the gen-
eral assembly of 1035, presented his
credentials to the judges and clerks
in that ward and was admitted, it
being thought that he had come
from the Little Rock headquarters
of the candidate. About midnight,
he was reco by a visitor as &
resident of the city, and or one
prefense or another, an effort was
made to send him do

‘When he informed them he
could hot feave the polling place
without violating his obligation, and
refused to be sent out, he was in-
formed that unless he vacated the
polling place, he would be forcibly
thrown out. He left. And another
man testified that he-was emgaged
in hauling voters to the polls who
; were supporting an anti-adminis-
!tratlon candidate, wher about two
o’clock in the afternoon, he was ar-
rested and thrown into the city jafl
where he was kept until the next
day, when he was released without
any charge being filed against him,

‘While there were 11,800 poll tax
receipts issued, only approximately
6,609 votes were cast ir that pri-
marjy election, or about 5,200 voters
eith, stayed at home, did not vote,
or their votes were not counted. It
is ¢aimed by those opposing the
administration, that many gopd cit-

would not be counted, or if counted
at all, would be counted for those
for whom they did not tote. It was
also testified that in some specific
instances, business hou.i’;s operated
by ,those not in sympathy with the

men‘bers of the committee contact-

fessionel people who refused to
testt Yy before the committee and

possessiof for the reason as they
claimed, {hat it would ‘S'e#dange‘ro

duties on election day. t I

ersons and to their A
w d force them to seek

location elsewbere. . ... ..
LonTrivved on

PRGE -3

“ e e~

Br&K!:.




Jenriner- PecoRD %r gsﬁ@/}vés Frr- 2-19- 37
. ‘PHisén Fecords nowhere, gayesl & | | kg o T

The records of the tax collector
of Garland county show that several
policemen and officers of the city
of-Hot"Eptings bought large groups
of poll tax receipts, some of which
they were unable to deliver. One
poneema.nboughtaustou'ls.aot
which he was unable to deliver for
some cause or arother, and our in-
vestigators were able to get posses-
sion of these undelivered receipts
and same are now in our possession.
These city officials include George
McLaughlin, brother of the mayor
and clerk of the police court; Mrs.
Fannie McLaughlin, city health
nurse, Charles Sellars, city police-
man, ard several others. Also, large
lisjs were purchased by operators
of |gambling houses, including Ros-

| Johnson, closely allied with the
ms. Jacobs interests, and several

ers. o -,

Mistreatihent of Prisoners ~
Your comitiee had hefore i,
several young women who testified
to ill-treatment received at the
hands of policemen, while confined
in the Hot Springs city jail. One
young man from the coufftry mear
the city, also told of barbarous
treatment received by him, while in
The testimony of one of
the girls was that her downfall was
attributable to the Chief of Detec-
tives, one Akers, who she claims
seduced her when she was volun-
tarily in bis custody at the city jail.
Since tha’atime, she has been sent
to the girls’ industrial school twice
and the state farm for women
-severyl times,

Thé committee is not unmindful
of thp fact ;that these girls’ testi-
mony is weakened by their prison
records, but call attention to the
further fact that the best people
seldom get in jail, and In the re-
cent trial of “Lucky” Luciano in
New York, after he was extradicted
from Hot Springs, Prosecutor Dewey
convicted and sent him to prison
for a period of thirty to Tifty years
on charges supported only by the
evidence of women of this reputa-
tion or worse.

Since we have listened to the evi-
dence of witnesses who testified as
to the brutal treatment received by
one John Dickson, and have seen
the pictures of his broken, burned
and bleeding body, treatment re-
ceived at the hands of members of
the Hot Springs police forcey we
see nothing unreasonable in {the
statement of these girls. One of the
policemen accused by some of these
girls, T. G. (Curley Evans, de
an sffidavit published in the Hot
Springs newspapers, in which he
denied these charges, and sought
to bolster his defense with the pious
claim that he is s “Holiness”
er, yet the records of Belve-
ub show that this man is on
the y-roll of that club as a

"40 die, he was denied the privilege

| evidence hax been brought before

lay, or until that place was closed
é fe' m! m-,-.,:» e AR 2 IR Y P

compare Wi

ickson case, & case-no dopbt with- |
ut a parallel in the history of
systems, yet when it became
pparent that this m&mr—wes—go ing

of seeing his father, his aunt, or|
even & doctor, not connected with
the city administration,

Courts

1t s obvious to us, from the facts
set out above, that such intolerable |
conditions could not exist in a com-
munity, where the courts function
as The constitution and the law con- |
templates. The law requires that at
the o of each term of the
circuit court, the circuit judge shall |
instruct the grand jury to investi- |
gate all treasons, felgnies, misde- |
meanors and breaches of the penal |,
class of which they may have
xnowledge or may receive informa- |
tion, the law also conte: t |
he shall specially instruct them as
! $o felonies which he knows or has
reason to know are being prac-
ticed in his jurisdiction.

1t 15 incohceivable that the circuit
judge of the 18th judicial district
would not jnow that gambling op- |
erations which are felonies er
our state *laws have been ded
on in Hot Springs, and Gar nd
county guring the 14 years wkich

“the presint circult judje has hlen l
= [l

on the ;‘ench in his district. These
are facty which are nPt only well!
known to people in all’parts of the
state, but this information extends |
throughout the country. Many
magazine articles have been pub-
lished throuthout the courtry call-
ing attention to these conditions and
yet nothing has been done about it.
The newspapers occasionally call
attention to raids made on negro
crap games and other small dives,
but the records before us show that
the larger t;ambling concerns have
been nurtured and encouraged in
that jurisdijtion. But worse still,

id

us, showing/that at least one rela-
tive of the circuit judge holds g re=-
munerative position with Belv¢plere
and the Southern club,

Other witnesses testified tfo ‘see-!
ing the circult judge, Honobable,
Earl Witt, placing bets on differ-
ent games at some of these gambl-'
ing places. Other witnesses have
testified to'seeing him on the streets
of Hot Springs in a drunken con-
dition, and still others testified to

13ee1nglﬂm'!nhlspomhlppamnuy.

intoxicated.

A former prosecuting~¥WOMEy of
the district testified that he held a
conference with Judge Witt ahd
| Mayor McLaughlin soon after the
prosecuting attorney took office, in
which an agreement was had under |
. which these gambling houses were :

law, on oondition that they pay a|
ine of ten dollars ($10.00 _each

wa ntanluygr‘w.j'gh:mumunderwonofj

v - Ll

t the county was get-
ting no revenue from these—houses,
it was agreed that they should pay
a fine of $100.00, each month, to
the city, and an additional $100.00,
each month, to the county. But the
records of Belvedere, and the testi-
mony of its bookkeeper, Mr., Sam
Watt, s7iGws thit neither Belvedere
nor Southern Club ever paid a fine
either to the county, or to the city.
We wonder if the fact that &
brother of the municipal judge and

zens of the city of Hot Springs,
drew large dividendd as gifts
these clubs had anything to do
the fact that no fines were
assessed against them.
Jydge Witt was informed
memibers of this committee on se¥-
occasions, that the committee
would be glad to give him a hears
ing @t any time he cared to appear
before the committee, and one
member of the commitiee made a
special trip to Hot Springs to see
and confer with him looking to his
appearance before us. He found
?: judge physically indisposed at

time, but was Informed that
pdge Witt would be able to appear
fore us later on. though we
‘mained in session for jlmost an-
ther week, he did not l"ﬁ;ppear, but
on the last night on which we met
to take testimony, he sent us a
i short affidavit which was published
' in the daily press at the time, con-
|| tsining about a dozen lines, the

k arbstanee of which was: That he

[-§-8-3

1d never bet in & gambling house
| Hot Springs in his life ,and that
| thiose who haad testified to his drifik-
ing and intoxication had been {ix-
aggerated. Much of the testimipy
taken by us and pubdlished in the
press, concerning Nis conduct was

. %
not specifically d :ded, and his de-
'ferse to the chargg of drunkenness
‘would not be accepted as aidefense
|fp the trial of a criminalf charge
‘ derunkenness in any cour); of this

| The courts of this countr}’ are the
wark of a free gov ent and

a free people, and when they fail
' to function, as they seem to have
falled in the eighteenth judicial
district of Arxkansas and especially
in Garland county the lves and
liberties of tHEPEODIE are in jeop-

ConTINVED ON
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an uncle of the circuit judge both
worked-for-these bs, &N e
further fact that “ibfluential” citi- |
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. The wearer of the judicial

te, like Caesar's wife, shauid

above reproach, and the hjgh

ce of circuit judge should mot

be prostituted to selfish ends, B it

seems hag been done in the of
Judge Witt.

1. We found so many things to
take up our time in making investi-
gation of conditions in Gerland
county, that we could not take up
the matters set out in house resolu-
tion No. 8 as they referred to Mont-
gomery county. We had some testi-
mony before us that slot machines
jwere being operated in the coumty
but were taken out soon after we
began our work. Court records also
weveal some bad conditions in the
eounty with reference "to shortages
in county accounts, and possibly

some laxity on the part of the court
in properly looking after county
affairs, but to go fully into
all matters that were brought to
our attention would have required
more time than the committee had
at our disposal, and for this reason
we had little time to give to the
Montgomery county situation. We
recommend, however, that if the
laws of the state have been violat-
ed in this regard, the prosecuting
attorney, should take proper action
at the proper time.

2. This committee has exercised
al] the power given us by law to
obtain the testimony of witnesses
and records of gambling houses and
of the tax collector of Garland

. county, the city] clerk of Hot Springs

and the secret of the Democratic
County Centrpl committee of Gar-
land county,/ Al these officials
have been courteous and prompt in
complying with our requests, and
have been of much help in getting
the records we nee;ded. The mayor
has given us little information con-
cerning his property and records of
his income, confining this in-’
formation to his income tax report
for 1935, his Garland county tax re-
ceipt, and his bank statement for|
about two months of  1936. :

3. We cannot too strongly con-
demnn the cruel and inhuman prac-
tices of the police and other offi-
cials of Hot Springs in their treat-
ment of prisoners who are un-
fortunate enough to fall into their
clutches. We do not . confine this
condemnation to the police offi-
cials alone, for in the Dickson case,

in pearticular, the circuit judge, the
mayor of Hot Springs, the munlcl—;
pal judge, and the city physician
are guilty of either wanton neglect,
of their duties, or of actual non-!

! ernor to appoint & special ‘jndge

and a specidT proseviting attornev
prosecute, let the judge appointed
for that purpose appoint new jury
commissioners, let & new grand jury
be empaneled, & new investigation
be made of the whole situation em-
bracing violation of the gambling
laws which are made felons imnder-
the statutes, misfeasance and nen-
feasance in office on the par of
the mayor of Hot Bprings, the
municipal judge, the chief of po-.

-

Hoe._theschief of detectives, the
* sheriff of Garland county and the
former sheriff of Garland  county,;

the mistreatment of prisoners, not

* only in the Dickson case, but any

others that may come to their at-
tention and that he continue to
preside until said eases are -tried
and finally disposed of. ™
That the acting prosecuting at-
torney prosecute these cases to a
final conclusion, and in order that

he not hindered in his work, the
sh of the oounty should dis-
qua, angd let the judge appointed

above, appoint a special sheriff to’

« bring in witnesses and summon'

Jurors that may be needed. We see
no other way in which a just,’ fair
and impartial investigation may be
had as to misconduct on the pn;'t of
local officials in Gatland county
and the city of Hot Springs. This
commitfee has no power under the

-

law to impeach local! officers, and;

we are fully convinced that only by !

the method outlined above, can be
expected a sweeping investigation
of law violation in the 18th judicial
district. —_——

As to the circuit judge, that is
an entirely different matter.

4. Article 15, sections 1, 2, and 3
of the Constitution of the State of
Arkansas provides that all state
officials, the governor, judges of the
supreme and eircuit courts, chan-
cellors and prosecuting sattorneys
shall be liable to impeachment for
high cr and misdemeanors and
gross misconduct in office, but the
Jjudgment shall go no further'than

T

removal from office and Yisqualify
_to hol¢| any office of honaf, or
this state. Thes ons -

of impeachment, and the impeach-
ment shall be iried by the senate..

They also provide that the governor]

upon a joint address of two-thirds
of the members elected to fuchA
-house of the general uugi?.' or &
‘good cause may remove judges of
: the supreme court and circuit court,
chanceflors, and prosecuting &t-

IRETES AR N WSS
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jute ‘was in conflict with the consti-

F 5. Chapter 88 of OrawldFad and )
Moses® ‘digest provides the method-
of pr ure peachment of ‘all 1
public’ officers. The general assem-
bly of 1913, undertook to provide &
method by which prosecuting at-
torceys and other officers might
be indicted and removed from of-
fice but the supreme court of this
state later decided that this stat-

tutional " provisions above eited,
hence we have no method by_which
constitusional officers may be
reached except by impeachment in
the manner provided by these pro-
visions of the copstitution. -
Recommendations., * -

‘We recommend that articles of
impeachment be voted by this House
against Ear]l Witt who was regularly
elected ard qua is. now
acting as circult judge of the 18th
Judicial district of the State of Ar-
kansas for high crimes and misde-
mreanors and gross misconduct
office committee as follows, to-wit:
Article 1: - The said Earl Witt,
judge of the 18th judicial eoircult
of Arkansas, as aforesaid, is guilty
of high crimes and misdemeanors in
office and should be impeached and
removed therefrom because of hav-
'ing brought his office into disre-
spect and disrepute by appearing
in public places in the City of Hot
Springs upon numerous occasions
while under the influence of intoxi-

cating liquors to such an extent that
he hajl lost the normal control of
his mental and physical faculties,

there] Py being drunk in publie
P 3 -

Article 3: That the sald Earl
Witt, judge of the 18th judicial dis-
trict of Arkansas, is guilty of high
crimes and misdemeanors and gross
misconduct in office to such an ex-
tent as to bring his court into dis-
respect and disrépute in that he ap-
peared ir his said court in & drunk-
en arnd intoxicated condition during
the trial of a tase in the city of
Hot Springs in the courthouse of
Garland county while g on
the bench as the judge of sqid court
during the trial of a e ther
pending and being tried said
court styled and known as Jor :
vs. Woodcock and Lawson.

Article 3: That the said Ear] Witt,
Judge of the 18th judicial circuit
of Arkansas, is guilty of high crimes
and misdemeanors ard gross- mis-
conduct in office in that he knew
or by jthe exercise of ordinary dili-
.gence -or reasonable investigation
tha:etmy gambling houses as de-
Ghe

and declared by the status of
te of Arkarsaz to be unlaw-:

#u! were being operated in Gar-.
ConTrnvED ON
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land county, Arkansas, which eoun-
.ty,ls embraced in the 18th judicial
gimu:t over & long period of time
durirfg-ite~tefiure of office and the
d Earl Witt failed, neglected
and /or refused to issued his order
to some constable, policeman
sheriff within his jurisdiction g
make & search and seize the gamb-
ling devices being then and there
contained and used ir said gamb-
ling houses located in his district
as aforesaid and publicly burn the
same as the law of the state of
Arkansas required and makes man-
datory of a circuit judge, there-
fore being guilty of malfeasance and
gross misconduct and bring  his
court into disrepute and disrespect
and thereby aiding and encouraging
a general breakdown of the laws of
the State of Arkansas in his judi-
citl district and in Turther failing,
neglecting ard/or refusing to in-
struct the grand juries which have
been empaneled in Garland county

respecting the laws relgiing  to
gaming™>—"

Witt, judge of the 18th judicial dis-
trict is guilty of high crimes and
misdemeanors and gross misconduct
in office in that it was publicly and
Judicially called to his attention and
charges were made by the filing of
certain election contest cases in his
court as judge of the 18th judicial
district of Arkanrsas that 08s |1

miscgnduct by the election officjals «

who «ondiicted certain primary el 071
tionsiheld and conducted in coupty

on the 1ith day of August, 1936,
and certain candidates in said elec-
‘tion before and on the day of the
‘holding of said election were guilty
of gross violations of the election
‘Jaws of the State of Arkansas and
gross misconduct and fraud in the
conduct of said election and the
said Earl Witt, judge as aforesaid
failed /or refused to call the atten-
tion of the ¥rand jury to the said
charges wh¢n the same convened
after they were judicially called to
and /or refiysed to instruct said
grand jury concerning the laws re- ||
garding the charges aforementioned
" Article 5: That the said Earl
! witt, judge of the 18th judicial cir-
cuit, is guilty of high crimes and |
misdemeanors and gross misconduct
pecause of the charges specified and
set out in articles 1, 2, 3 and 4 here-
of, thereby bringing his court into
disrepute and disrespect and lend-
ing aid therefore to a general break-
down of the laws of the state of

Ark&nm._‘:-,—-— e

After having-completed duf IabSTs,
we desire t0 thank the members of

the House for {fielr MAfy kind sug-
gestions which we have -received
from time to time and for their pa- {.
tience with us while we have sin-
cerely labored at a great sacrifice
of time and with great hardship to
ourselves to make as fair, full and
complete investigatior ds it ‘was
possible for us to make during the |
Umited time we have labored ‘in
matter, - . R
Very sincerely,
Chairman, W. M. Thom
Vice-Chairman, Fred Jones.
SBecretary, Lee Nichols,
Tke Murry.
Pat Robinson.
D ¢ e —
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“UNDER THE DOME
AT LITTLE ROCK

Little Rock, Feb. 19.—(/P)—Steaks
may prove to be the deciding factor
in the location of the state highway
department’s divisional shops, now
located in Wynne.

State Senator E. C. (TTRET Guth-
ings, West Memphis, this week ad-
mitted -that -he had been buying
steak dinners for other members of
the upper house as a part of his
lobbying efforts to have the shops
moved to Forrest City.

“Sure I have been buying steak
dinners for some of the senators. I
want their good will when the ques-
tion of moving the shops comes up,”
Gathings said.

Observers were of the opinion,
though, that Gathings’ efforts were
to repay St. Francis county for the
support given him in the primary
election of 1934, when he was elect-
ed, while others took it to mean that
the West Memphis senator was
building his fences for re-election
in 1938,

—

While Gathings bought steak din- |

ners for fellow members, Senator J.
L. (Beck) Shaver, Wynne, occupied
his time in aiding Governor Carl E.
Baiiey in shaping his legislative
program and depending upon gu-
bernatorial favor to keep the shops
at Wynne. e

Shaver served as an intermediary

in settling the legislative dispute be- |

tween the governor and the leu-

tenant governor and he is reported |

to be the one who originated the
compromise move.

gtmery counties was shown W
reports were filed by the
man board.

‘The minority report was si
Representative Pat Robinson ’of
Lewisville and James Fred Jones of
Mount Ida, while the committee
chairman William Thompson of
Batesville, Ike Murry, Fordyce, and
Lee Nichols, Booneville, signed the |
majority report. . F

‘The Thompson-Murry-Ni

in office. - : :
! 7The Jones-Robinson report com-
"mented on th selection of witnesses
and asked why a larger number of
persons who might have given the
investigators information were -not .
¢ 'fhe minority report suggested to
the House, that the investigation be
drgpped. S :
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PLAGING JUDGE ——goea e R, e e

Golden Bloyot, White

. Brickhouse, Pulaski.
R.ussell J. Butet an L
John K. Buft, Carroll.
Claude Cowart, Baxter.
John W. Cloer, Washington. .
! - John E. Coates Jr., Pulaski.

TRIAL FAVORED E2E:%

- Keelin Anthony, Jefferson.
t . =@, P. Houston, Cleburne. .
’ James Fred Jones, Montgomery.
Woody Murrey, Boone.
Lyman Mikel, Sebastian. -
P robers’ Report TO E. L McHaney Jr. Pulsadl :
(“Ike”) Murry, Dallas. —
J l"nnk Holmes, Washington.

Commlttee. : Jack Machen, Columbia.

'

ACING Jupge

A. B. Arbaugh, Newton,
C. C. Raley, Clay.
. J. Ford Smith, Woodruff.
Max Smith, Cleveland.
Impeachment of Circuit Judge Earl|l Boyq Tackett, Pike.
Witt of Hot 8prings, was recommended| William' M. Thompson, Indepen&ence.
to the House yesterday by a majority of] John R. VQS!Y- Hempstesd.,
the Special Committee appointed to in- Xéb:‘hvgmv’vm' Tmard,
vestigate alleged laxity of law enforce-{ car) E. Wright, Clark.
ment in the Eighteenth Judicial Cir-1 1.y w Crawford, Mississippl.
cuit, but & minority report was filedl jroane Wilkinson, Sebastian.
contending that evidence did not justify| Ryssell C. Roberts, Faulkner. E.'
recommendation. It was conceded that the recommen-
The reports were referred to the Ju-lyation of the Judiclary Committee
ciary Committee by Speaker Brans-ly,uig have an important effect on the

rd. Cheirman Carlton Harris of Jef-lqcti6n of the House.
rson, sald hearing would be held next the bill seeking to repeal legalized
week in the House chamber, the time);ce track gambling last week, the com-
o be anngu}x(ieg 1_“5}' - mittee members split, 16 to 16 with
77777 'two absent or not voting. The voterwastt—pied u; draft, togeua =
For — Blount, Butt, Cloer, Coffelt, | and same were adopted by the nuw.-..
Gooch, Horton, Houston, Woody Murray, | “So you will, therefore, note that the]

- - Ike Murray, Raley, Roberts, Thomp- ; procedure followed in the only im-
son, Wilkinson, Wood, Wright, Wilkin- | peachment case in Arkansas was in
son. - compliance with the precedents outlined

Against—Brickhouse, Baxter, Cowart, | herein.”
Coates, Kendrick, Anthony, Jones, Mi- Mr. Hollensworth had requested the
kel, McHaney, Machen, Arbaugh, J. Ford [ method of procedure in the National
Smith, Max 8mith, Tsckett, ‘Ward, | House of Representatives, and received

Crawford. | the following reply from Lewis Desch-
Absent or not votmg—-—Holmes nnd | ler, the parliamentarian: - - - - -
: Vesey. “Impeachment matters in the United
g v : P The majodty report recommending | States House of Representatives are re-
S mmme i m ” w‘_.,___"'""" : ! Judge Witt’s impeachment was signed | ferred to the Committee on the Judi-
1 - o . by Representatives W. M. Thompson of | ciary. Impeachment resolution adopted
t i <o s SR ependence county, Lee Nichols of | by majority vote in the House.” .
| geenyinl "RAU ~=TIOATION an and L T. (“Ike”) Murry of Dal-| Immediately after the speaker re-
FED? - . . SR ferred the two reports to the Judiclary
t Robinson of Lafayette, and James r4Ot!lﬁmltl;ee. Blair of Logan moved that
FEp 2 o 1937 d Jones of Mantgomery, sigoed 20 copies of the records compiled by
m!norxty nport i the committee be printed, and that each
JR1 tivs v JUSTICE S } member of the House receive a
. ) ‘The spesker suggested such a m
T Tnr .Vould entail the expenditure of sevejnl
-thousand dollars, and those favoring e
l lair motion agreed with the s
het ¢ if the Judiclary Committee, vhich
(Continued on Page 20, 5th Col.)
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, tic state primary. !
As proof that Judge Witt could not have ;| profitable interest in two gambling |

T NI ER  S T E, x
SRR AR

w——gtir describing conditions in Hot |
Springs as “intolerable,” the com
i majority said that it appeared obvious

PLACING JUDGE
EARL WITT ON

| gifts

sording to the records submitted to us’
them. The practice of making
to prominent people and relat

| that such conditions could not exist in
TRIAL FAVORED: . community where the courts func- ‘Vof public officials and the paymentsof

tion as the constitution and the law
contemplate. The report said that it
was inconceivable that Judge Witt

(Continued from Page 1)

will have access to the Investigating
Committee’s records, should recommend
adoption of the majority report, “I will
see that every member of this House has
an opportunity to study the full report.”

If the House should vote impeachment
proceedings, the case would be tried be-
fore the Benate, with the chief justice
of the Supreme Court as the presiding
officer, N

Report Charges Many
Offenses to Judge Witt.

should not have known that gambling [
operations were being carried on during |
the 14 years that he has been on the
bench. It called attention to the fact
that the judge’s uncle, P. C. Witt, was
employed by the Club Belvedere, lj
gambling resort just outside Hot Springs.

Calls Attention To
Gambling Houses’ Pay Rolls.

Much of the report was devoted to &

The majority report said that Judge

lowing grounds:

“That he had brought his office
disrepute by “being drunk in public
places.”

Witt should be impeached on the fol- other employes of the city and county
into ficials of the district, county and city

been published,
It sald that policemen, firemen and

gu well as “relatives of prominent of-
~

ar& employed and on the pay
these gambling houses.”

isuch leading gambling resorts as Bel-

That he had appeared in his court| In addition to Judge Witt's uncle,
in s drunken condition in the trial of [the report listed Archie Ledgerwood,
a case known as Jordan vs. Woodcock ibrother of Municipal Judge Verne S.
and Lawson. Ledgerwood; Mrs, Herbert Akers, wife

That he made no attempt to check iof the Hot Springs chief of detectives;

,gambling in Hot Springs although he iand T. G. (“Curly”) Evans, policeman,

i must have known that it existed. watchman at the Club Belvedere and
That he made no effort to punish {Holiness preacher.

‘Hot Springs residents guilty of violat- | The report pronounced “fantastic”

{ ing the law in last summer’s Democra- j{the story by Archie Ledgerwood as to

how he acquired a large and extremely

been ignorant of the fact that open fhouses.’
gambling was going on in Hot Springs;
in defiance of the law, the report said: || Report Tells of Mr. Jacébs’

large salaries to policemen and fire
and other “philanthropic” activitied:of
Mr. Jacabs certainly have paid latge
dividends at the expense of somebody.”
It continues: '
“In order to entrench themselfes
safely in control of local government,

vedere Club and book, Southern Club.

|and book, Kentucky Club and book, and '

other clubs controlled by the W. 8.
Jacobs interests, have resorted to the
practice of making gifts of large divi-
dends to prominent people of the city,
as one of Mr. Jacobs’ partners, Sam

review of testimony that previously had | Watt, expressed it, ‘in order to obtain

their influence, I suppose’ ,.Mr. Watt:
was Teluctant to give the names of:
these ‘influential’ people, but when
'forced to answer the question, named !
|the following: Archie Ledgerwood, 25
per- cent dividend on Belvedere and!
Southern Club; L. D, Cooper, wholesaler
'and former president of the Hot Springs
Chamber of Commerce; Douglas Hotch-
 kiss, secretary of the Hot Springs
Chamber of Commerce and at that time'!
& member of the state Racing Commis-
sion, each of whom were made & pres-
ent of $3,375 in 1936.” ;

Fraud in Conduct Of
Elections Charged. '
The report denounced the “system by
'which these public officials keep them-

selves in office, & system by which the
voice of a free people cannot make

“A former prosecuting attorney of {Many ‘Philanthropies.’
the district festified that he held & con- || > P

ference with Judge Witt and Mayor
McLaughlin soon after the prosecuting
attorney took office, in which an agree-
ment was had under which these gamb-
ling houses were to operate under quasi §

The report called attention to the
different treatment accorded large and

!“.self heard or felt at the polls.”
y It said that the records showed that:
iin Garland county, with about 44.000:
population, 11,000 poll tax receipts were

small gambling houses. It said that the !jsqued. It said that records of the sec-
smaller establishments paid aemi-:}reta,-y of the Garland county Dem-
monthly fines of $100 each while large ‘ocratic Committee showed that many of
establishments like the Belvedere paid those who acted as judges and clerks

sanction ef law, on condition that they
pay a fine of $10 each week in Munici- |} Do _fines.

al Court. Later, on complaint th e |l !
ps P aﬁ% fone earned net dividends

county was getting no revenue fro J{;“s"’ a of ap- _4; continued:
“Yroximately $332,000 last year, yet n wars £
lof s clubs or books paid any fines; ac- Witnesses testified that Mayor Leo

these houses, it was agreed that they
should pay & fine of $100 each month
to the city, and an additional $100
each month to the county. But the
records of Belvedere, and the testimony
of its bookkeeper, Mr. Sam Watt, shows
that neither Belvedere nor Southern
Club ever paid a fine either to the
county or to the city. We wonder if
the faet that a brother of the munici-
pal judge and an uncle of the circuit b’
judgg both worked for these clubs, and
the Jurther fact that ‘influential’ eiti-
zenf of the city of Hot Springs, drew | . .
1a dividends as gifts from thue‘
clubs had anything to do with the fact 1,
that no fines were ever assesse

|

them. W el P

The report sald that “the Jacobs in- gambling houses.

in the August primary were employes of

P. McLaughlin, who seems to dominate
the politics of the county, called in
| various employes of the city and gave
them lists of names for whom they were
to obtain order for poll tax receipts.
That having obtained these orders, re-
ceipts were issued by the tax collector
and delivered to the mayor, who sent
the purchaser of these receipts to the
city clerk, who in turn paid him the
smount he had paid for these receipts.
the proper time these receipts we
livered to the voter whose name a
red thereon, i it was found
ch voter could be counted upon
the gso0-called ‘administra
1] - )

o i - - st B e b,

ticket.
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“It was alsc shown thal On suc uny
before the election was held,

t, 1936, Mayor McLaughlin called a

ting of employes of the city, judges

d clerks of election, and other per- |

ns identified with the city adminis- ||

tion and made them a speech. in|

who did not go down the line for the
administration ticket from governor to
constable would be looking for a job the
morning after the election. He also
asked them to say to all business men
of the city that if they wished to do
i well in their respective businesses, not
i only they, but their employes had bet-
ter vote the administration ticket. That
after this meeting, he called those se-
lected to serve as judges and clerks of
election to meet him in his private of-
fice for instructions as to their duties
on election day. What those instruc-
tions were, we were unable to find out.
We can only conjecture from the re-
sults.

“While there were 11,800 poll tax re-
ceipts issued, omnly approximately 6,600

votes weré cast in that primary elec-
tion, or about 5,200 voters either stayed
at home, did not vote, or their votes
were not counted. It claimed by
those opposing the administration that

many good citizens did not attempt to;
vote for the reason they felt their!

votes would not be counted, or if count-
ed at all, would be counted for those
for whom they did not vote.

Takes Cognizance of Charges
Of Terrorism.

The committee took cognizance of
charges that the McLaughlin adminis-
tration employs a system of terrorism
in the following language:

“We were greatly handicapped at
first, by the attitude of those being
investigated and those citizens who
would be benefit‘ed by such investiga-
tion. The report was freely circulated !
about Hot Springs that no real jnvesti-
gation was contemplated, and tha
city officials and gambling interests
would be able to block the investigation.
In view of existing conditions, man¥
of those who could have given valuable
testimony, feared to do so, or at least
expressed such fear because of the dread
of reprisals on the part of the lawless
element of the city, as well as on the
part of those in authority. It was not
untjl the agents of the Revenue Depa
meht had raided the leading gambli
hoyses of Hot Springs did both sid
begome convinced that the commit
wa$ in earnest. From that time,
task of getting witnesses to testify be-
came much simpler.”.

which he told them that all emplovyes ;

It was also testified that in sdome
specific instances, business h

{the Jocal set-up were boycotted. Some |
'members of the committee contacted a
’number of business and professional
people who refused to testify before the
committee and give valuable informa-
tion in their possession for the reason
as they claimed, that it would be dan-
gerous to their persons and to their
businesses, and force them to seek a lo-
cation elsewhere.” :

The majority also called attention to
charges that Hot S8Springs police have
been guilty of gross brutality and im-
morality and stressed the case of John
Dickson who was shown'by an autopsy
to have suffered terrible injuries while
he was a prisoner of the Hot Bprings
police.

Investigation of All Hot
Springs Officials Urged.

| In another plade, the Feport says: -

OUSNEOP=
erated by those not in sympathy with

{ the whole situation, embracing vio-
| fon of the gnmbling laws which
‘made felonies under the statutes,
'feasance and non-feasance in office pn
the part of the mayor, the municigal
judge, the chief of police, the chief %of
detectives, the sheriff and the former
sheriff, the mistreatment of prisoners,
not only in the Dickson case, but any
others that may come to their atten-
tion and that he continue to presidm
until said cases are tried and finally:
disposed af. That the acting prosecut- |
ing attorney prosecute these cases to & i
final! conclusion, and in order that he’
be not hindered in his work, the sheriff '
of the county should disqualify and latl
the judge appointed as above, appoint a :
special sheriff to bring {n witnesses and
summon jurors that may be needed. We
see no other way in which a just, Tair
and impartial investigation may be had
as to misconduct on the part of local
officers in Garland county and the city

600 __As a remedy for present conditions in

Hot Springs,
mended:
“We cannot too strongly condemn the
cruel and inhuman practices of the
police and other officials of Hot Springs
in their treatment of prisoners who are
unfortunate enough to fall into their
clutches. We do not confine this con-
demnation to the police officials alone,
for in the Dickson case, in particular,
the circuit judge, the mayor, the muni-
cipal judge, and the city physician are
guilty of either wanton neglect of their
duties, or of actual non-feasance in

the committee recom-

attention.
can only’ be corrected by having the
present judge vacate the bench, allow
the governor to appoint a special judge
~and a special prosecuting attorney to

|

prosecute, let the judge appointed for
,that purpose appoint new jury com-
issioners, let a new Grand Jury be
{{ empaneled, & neW IAVErttfation be made

of Hot Springs. This committee has
no power undér the law to impeach
local officers, and we are fully con-
vinced that only by the method outlined
above, can we expect a sweeping in-
vestigation of law violation in the
Eighteenth Judicial Circuit.

No Time to Investigate
Montgomery .County.

The report dismissed the Montgomery
county situation by saying that it had

not had time to properly investigpte
i{he situation there although there {jas

failing to give this case proper atten- |l
tion after same was called to their “‘

evidence of bad conditions in the co§n-
ty's government. The report rec
mended that the prosecuting attorgey

We think that this crime  (ave proper action.




.i Mdge _\viu 'i;rea‘tei Unfairly, -
inority Charges. ;

‘The minority report, signed by Reprp-

ntatives Jones and Robinson, sajd

at the two legislators found t
gambling had been conducted openly in
Hot Springs but that “no testimony was
offered the committee that Judge Witt
had any connection with the gambling
interests in QGarland county and we
know of no law holding any man re-
sponsible for the conduct of his less
fortunate relations.”

The minority said: “We feel that the
.witnesses brought before the committee
were carefully selected for the sole pur-
pose of attempting to impeach the cir-
cuit judge.”

The report said that although two
former jurors said that they had seen
Judge Witt under the influence of in-
toxicating liquors while presiding over
his court, none of the other 22 jurors
who served on these two cases were
brought before the committee, although
their names were known to the com-
mittee,

The report called attention to the
testimony of a withess who was an
avowed opponent of Judge Witt and
who testified that he had lived in Hot
Springs 60 years, he never had seen the
judge intoxicated nor did he bear such
& reputation.”

The minority said that the commit-

tee had before it signatures of 54 per-
sons who, while serving on grand juries,
had heard Judge Witt charge the grand
juries specifically as to the gambling
laws, .
It called attention to the fact that
after Judge Witt assumed office, fines
for gambling were increased to those
provided by law.

The report said that: “We are un-
able to connect Judge Witt with any
election firregularities that muy have
existed in the Eighteenth Judicial Cir-
cuk.”

he report called attention to the
exdcnse of farrying out recommenda-
tigns of the committee majority would
large and recommended that furth§ril
action be indefinitely postponed.

|
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House Indicates Impeachment
Proceedings May Be ‘Indef-
initely Postponed’

ACTION 'EXPECTED TODAY

Jammed Calendar, Lack of;
Funds Given as Reasons !

Political leaders said tonight
at action be

tant bills still démanding consider-
ation. The calendar is so jammed
that night sessions will be started
tomorrow night in an effort ta clear
ti:e more important bills still pend-

g. :

Lack of money in the House con-
tingent fund is another reason for
asking postponement. Less than
$60 remains, and it is estimated
conservatively that an impeach- |
ment trial would cost at least $100,- |
000. Judge Witt would be privi-|

= 'loged to appear with counseé] and;

his witnesses.. It is said- trial of .

the charges would take at least two

weeks, - :
Report Charged Drunkenness
The majority report of the cor

TO HAVE NIGHT SESSIONS {mittee recommended impeachme

Hearing for Jurist Would Cost
$100,000, Political Heads
8ay—Only $60 Now in Con-
tingent Fund

BY W. D. SISSON

¥rom The Commere
Little Rock Burtg:u 81 Appeal

LITTLE ROCK, Feb. 21.—Relia-
ble sources indicated here tonight
that further investigation of report-
ed lawless conditions in Hot
Springs, including any Impeach-
ment proceedings against Judge
Earl Witt, will be indefinitely post-

poned tomorrow by the House of
Representatives. .

The House voted Friday to de-

on groundf that Judge Witt has,
been seen’ on the streets of Hot
Springs in an.intoxicated condition;
that he conducted court while un-
der the influence of liquor; that he
failed to act on charges of law vio-
lations in the last Democratic .pri-
,mary, and that he allowed gam-
ibling to run wide open in Hot .
Springs. : -
‘ The minority report said-urthat'l
.witne‘Sses appearing before the;
committee were chrefully selected
and their testimony sifted before:
they were allowed to appear, and :
that charges against Judge witt
were not sustained. .

When the resolution asking inves-
tigation of Hot Springs was voted
in the first week of the presegrt

;session sentiment was ove,rwhel‘n -

| vote Monday to consideration of the &
two reports of the House commit-  f#¥ weeks. _
tes investigating conditions in the”
eighteenth judicial district. of
| which Hot Springs - is a part.. The
majority report, signed by three
mi{mbers, recommended impeach-
mint charges against Judge Witt,
::v ile the b:ﬁnox‘-itydreport signed by
0 members aske indglinite Post-
ponement. . DR
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Probc Appears Shelved '

There is every indication that the Arkan-
sas House of Representatives will shelve the!
1 impeachment proceedings against Circuit;
4 Judge Witt growing out of the recent

vestigation of vice conditions in . Hot
. Springs, - 7 : '
The’ attitude seems to be that with only |i

-

much legislation to be considered the House
does not want to push a situation that could -
" result at most in the removal of one.offi-
" cer—and there have been many complaints
that the hearing resulting in a majority
comniittee report for impeachment was s b
closed ptroposition.
.Moreover, some legislators feel that the |
spotlight has been turned on the conditions
as they existed, that the good people of Hot
Springs-are aroused and the salutary effect
the investigation has had is sufficient with-
out making a “goat” out of Judge Witt.
‘.[n other words, the legislature is about to
bow out and put it right back in the hands
2 . of voters of Hot Springs. But civi¢ con-
s‘.f...:z s acience is lulled as time elapses. There is
W left only the flimsy hope that the men who
fo Y permitted conditions to exist that brought
b n ‘on brutal beating of prisoners and coun-
i d tenanced open vice have been impressed
with the proceedings. That assumption,
owever, demands more credulity than most -
of us have to spare.

P RSN

e




- - 7 [
P &5 -

. ‘MRS..SC‘OTT WOOD, Swm. L . ‘g‘ uas H;NRYS YOKUM, Tmea
106 Watt St. Tt D N 225 West Osk St.
HOT SPRINGS, ARK. ‘ e T FL DORADO, ARK. 3
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< ,_Arkmwaz Qongress of Javents anh @Iead}erﬁ, glm:. &
) 3 g7
73 Room 134 Donaghey Blds. A A 25050 Fo
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS L P
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e Hot Springs Arkansas . !
February 25,1937 ro
- § Hon. J. Edgar Boover T S e el e e s
% Chief of Bureau, Investigationm - . .. . .. .7 4
<3 United Stetes Depurtment Justice - - . ' . -7 . -
4’ Washington D.C. X . . L . . \ L
- Dsar kr. Hoover: T o et T o - 5%
~é;§ The inclosed clipping from thts morning's issue of ga

our state's leacing newspaper prompts ue ‘to bring to your attentionU
& number of recent developments in connestion with the reign of crin
corruption and terror in our Netional Paurke The other inclosed news<
N paper clippings will serve to give you the story better than 1 could

,‘ repeat it. This morning's news story as you will see draws the Fed-
e eral Government into our picture. even though it may be a vein and
S \{'impractical hope. S A

- - - N s - - . -
R

That there are aspects of thls whole eituation, such

s\,;as evazs8ions of income Taxes by the ones receiving the large pay off,
\\ “&nd the harboring of national criminals here { who were being sought

by the Feceral Uovernment) that should command more attention from

{\.thﬁ Fecderal Govermnment many of us are convinced. You, though may know
y - far more &bout this than we Go, The point just now is that with ef-
&
A

forts to get some &ction xEQEES'that will mzke possible the breaking
X, up of official corruption at some point so that the paralysis of our
:§"«courts will be lifted, we &ré turning to you for some help, - We hzwe

- I

.~ tgken you at your word as quoted from your address before the New

~ York Herald Tribune Conference last March, in which you said, % Just
o . S0 long as there is no highly active opposition to crime in a commun-
W 2 ity, just so long will thet community be crime ridden." About a dozen
; .\bf us here, jeopardizing our lives, our businesses, out future have
} j furnished the active orposition, We have been persecuted, censured
Nt by tke local newspapers ( which are owned by the szme publisher and
,;sﬁt L& is an agent of the corrupt aséministration) for vefouling our own
%;;_“ fair city" which is so notoriously khown from one end of the con-
'IE L tiBinent to the other as® the Haven of the criwinal &né friend of the
SN felon"s We have done everything that we possibly cculc fo aid the

corwittee who aid the investigating. Their report as you will see

from the inclosed Post Dispatch sccount furnished sufficient evicence

,1 éfor the FRESIBEMEEC charges of impeachment, but note the complete re-

114?“,¢4,/“
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ersal in vote., It would take more thah & page to give you all tke
reasons for this, The atcepted expalnation on the etreets of Hot

!q :
S rin 15 . the use ofnﬁ
VJ ? gs &.INDEDHN)

i : Eow. you &re probably wond
','51 xii’ what we want you to do., We feel, following ;

-toxy " that it would have & very Balutary effed ; !
,.‘«VL 4*“_ N 2oy P =" .%%‘@*{“f* b Td e Ny




»Tand even thou n ou did-
n't do a thing but get some mrormauon. m"‘Tun 1mpo:fg“?lf‘_ﬁo he whol
situation cannot be told you In letier. Ihe one thing this arrogant,
ruthlesa and brutal politiocal machine fears mbove everything else is
the Federal Government, They think that the facet that you have done
nothing up to the present time, NHNSHSSSHCEHINEHSHRSBHENSISHIRNSEISHT
is apretty good indication that you &re going to continue to let ther
alone, There are lawyers and othérs here who 6sn supply you with an
amazing amcunt of information, included &mong them 1f the Superinten-
dent of our Nation&l Park. e E el

* "-.
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&
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Yont yeu give us & ltttle encouragement? S o

g - 25051

l(a.,y I hear trom you at onco?

| ¥rs, Scott _r;oﬁdﬁ';"?v e
box 315 " T T oee o
Hot springs Arkansas
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by the R. 8. Jacobs -
terests, which paid such handsome
“dividends” to the brother of the
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was that her downfall was at-
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seduced her when she was volun-
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Gordey Women several times. .

__“One of the policemen accused
by some of these girls, T. G
(Curly) Evans, made an affidavil
published in the Hot Springs news
papers, in which he denied thes:
charges, and sought to bolster hi
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A defense with the pious claim tha
£ he is a ‘Holiness’ preacher, yet th
records of Belvedere Club shoy
i that this man is on the pay-roll ¢
: that club as a watchman at a sa
38 ary of §5 a day, or until that plac

: few days 8gO.
o




: M ? -
B ATy TP e

Regiaterea U S Patcnt Office.

RSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1937.—TWENTY-TWO PAGES.

THU

i

ROCK

'

We Will De Our Part.

S
i)
vy e Z e
R
i eaenle . o | -
PR ey L S el m “\. k

e e o Sl e -
PO IR CDIPA So

) . .‘ )
ey IR T R K e ) .

Gty




e

Puckell, Sia

Calvin Wilkens. . .°
The role of the Demonlac will be :

carried by John Allen Wilkins. The |
archengels Cabriel dnd Raphael |
will be played .by Thomas Pepper

and Adolph Lefton. ‘The role of

Blind Bartimaeus will be played by

Erskine Bottoms, the part of Calu-

phas, the high priest, by James

Edward Johnson, and that of Nico-

demus by Nathan Jones. The role

of Pontius Pilate will be carried by

Dr. Harry R. Freeman.

The Angel Grace will be played
by Melvis Bullocks; the Angel
Mercy by Katie Phipps; while Jus-
tice will be carried by Jordan M.

Horne. The Virgin Mary will be
played by Myrtie B, Stilson; Simon
the Cyrenian, by Dougle Wilson.
and the penitent thief by Jerome




ov Springs authorities scoffed
oday at reports federal control ©
iithe city may be sought as an attm'-
math of the Tegislative investiga-
tiop. ) : .
) The Gazette said the legislature
"may be asked to extend the boun-
daries of Hot Springs National
! park to include all of the city of
Hot Springs and to turn over to the
federal govercment jurisdiction to
police the entire ares.
«Under the proposed plan” re-
the newspaper, “the state
would relinquish to the federal gov-
ernment police powers in the na-
tional park area and presumably
law enforcement would be turnea
over to the United States Depart-
mert of Justice. s
This development followed a visit
of a delegation of Hot Bprings citi-
izens to Gov. Carl E. Bailey's office |
| after the house of representatives
discarded s Hot Bprings law en-
. forcement investigation.

Mayor Leo P.
Springs commented on extersion of}
L ek the park boundaries to include the
T city of more than 20,200 population.
He would not discuss the matter

urther. R
Superintendent Libbey declared
i, e P RS
its magnit 2 g he had no
Wmt the attitude of l
he goverpment would be. L
«1 have no authority to commit the (I .
United States government on such |
a proposition, he said. ’
He reported s Hot Springs com-
mittee attempted to call upon him ]
| Jast night but said no oontact was.
made.”
| Hot Springs National Park is the
“nat.ion's oldest federal reservation.
lIt, recently was enlarged under &
X government act and now covers 1,-
i 009 square acres Or slightly more
. than one and & half square miles.
; The park has beeri under federal
jurisdictior: for 105 years.
Gov. Balley and members of thy
ot Springs committee visiting hint
refused yesterday to comment tp
their conference.
¥ The Gazette said Wood also con-
| ferred with Rep. W. M. Thompson
ded the Hot Springs inves-

| committee. Thompson and two
’other members unsuccessfully ask-
ed impeachment proceedings against
Circuit Judge Earl Witt on official
misconduct charges.

The majority report also propoé- §
ed special grand jury inquiry of lo-
cal authorities at Hot Springs with
reference to gambling and alleged
general lax law enforcement.

“For my actions,” said Thompsor,
“I have no apology, and shall keep
this issue before the people of the
! state until 1t can be disposed of as
all such conditions as exist in Hot
Springs are disposed of when the
neople know the facts.”
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st qnnrher of the mth-
‘ Section 8-14-20 t}Ne-

‘her rermb. .

Staples obtained

bandon the W. P. ,:Dayn
ated 300 feet nortl. and
{ the southeast corper of
quarter of the northwest
ction 23-6-15 im Graut
Parks obtained periait to
,don the Lynn 8mith No.
660 feet morth and 323
the southwest corper of
quarter of the souheast
ction 24-15-26 in Miller
King Of} Corporation ob-
| to plug'end sbandgn the
fer No. 1 test located 200
«d 380 feet east ¢f the
ier of the southwest quar-
theast quarter of Bection
Jiller county. The same
ined permit to pluz and
E. G. ‘Anderson ko. 1
50 feet east and 204 feet

south of the northwelt corner of the
southwest quarter of the northeast
quarter of SBection 16-14-27 in Miller

oounti

The Lion 0il Refin!ng Company ob-
tained permit to plug and sbandon the
Wilson No. 3 test located 450 feet from
the west line of the north half of the
south half of the northeast quarter of
the northwest quarter of Section 17-
18-15 in U  county. The King Oil
Corporation ined permit to plug
and abandon the Kitchens, Rhea
Fullenwider Ko, 1 test located 500 !eet
south and 568 feet west of the north-
east corner of the southeast quarter of
the northwest quarter of Section 13-17-
22 in Columbia county. L. L. Sugar ob-
tained permit to-plug and abandon the
George Dunn No. 1 test located in the
northwest corner of the mnorthwest
quarter of the southeast quarter of Sec-
tion 16-16-15 in Union oounty.

The King Oil Corporation filed log
of the C."H. Bchroeder No. 1 test lo-
cated 200 ‘feét nmorth and 330 feet east

west quarter of the northeast quarter of
Section 24-14-28 in Miller county. Don
Keever filed log of the A. E. Blaughter
No. 1 test located 330 feet north and

of the southeast quarter of the south-
east quarter of Sectfon 9-17-16 in

of the louthwest corner of the south-lof the morthesst quarter o
16-14-27 in Miller county.
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Atlanta, Gw.. ¥eh. 30 (&

330 feet west of the southeast cornet) 5 Kingery, clerk of the Geo:

of Representatives, thanked

den filed log of the P. C. Grayson No.
2 test located in the northwest quarter
of the southeast quarter of Section 31-
15-19 in Ouschita county. The King
Ofl Corporation flled log of the B. @.
Anderson No. 1 test located 350 feet|] - -~
east and 200 feet south of the morth-|{ -
west corner of ihe southwest quarter
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ARKANSAS’
The past week

First, the of-
sinister statys quo at
Becond, the decisiveness with which a
| censorious thrust at Commonwealtp College was re.
Pulsed. Third, the enlightened move t, repeal the
anti-evolution aw, - ... s
The country ag o
in the administrati

| proper stature ag a nationa] .
The resort has long been notorious. It was obvious,

of course, that such brazen lawlessness coulg exist
| only by permission o] ¢ governing Powers—the city
 ballThe courts, the agenc €& of law enforcement, As
 invariably happens, the partne

restraint. Corruption s voracious,
{ on what it feeds. That is
| It is & tale that is endj
appointed to investigate conditions has done g search-
_ing job, It has produced the evidence ot shocking
corruption. It Bas found & court of record blandly
%' complacent. It has found the municipal 8overnment
' shot through with graft. It has found Dolicemen on
the underworld's pay 7o ts report is°a withering,
chapter-and-verse indict ent. ) }’ .
Lhe committee has outlined a course of action for
i2he conspirators, bringing them to Justice,
- to the citizens who have, iy
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. The Nationsl Park Berviee matntsins
.mnlcrceofp-rknnxeum!!ot
springs for police purposes. They pa-
trol the park and enforce pational park
yegulations but do not make out-
side the government reservation.
Belvedere to Reopen.

W. J. Jacobs announced he would re-
open his Club Belvedere Saturdsy night.
The place was cl a] weeks 8g0
after revenue agents strip
bling equipment. Beven ot
gambling houses remain

Effort to Be Made to Secure
Federal Protection for Resort.

Several members of the legisiature,
who said they were not ready to talk
for publication, confirmed reports yes-
terday that a bill probably will be in-
troduced msoon to enlarge the Hot
Springs National Park sres and to cede
criminal jurisdiction in the sres to the
federal government.

An act was passed in 1933 to cede
exclusive jurisdiction of all lands “now
or hereafter fncluded In Hot Springs
National Park” to the federal govern-
ment.

The act provided that this grant of
urisdiction should not prevent the ex-
ecution of any civil or criminal state
process on any person within the park
area. It reserved the right for the state
to tax all structures and other prop-
erty in private ownership within the
National Park ares. :

Ceding criminal jurisdiction to the
federa! government would not interfere
with the other operations and func-
tions of the municipal government of
Hot Springs, & Jegisiator sald. The Mu-
nicipal Court still would have jurisdic-
tion over civil matters, but violation of |
criminal laws would be handied before i

’ ted States commissioper, OF in |}
federal court, it was said. - !
——————

‘McClellan Will File Bill To.
Enlarge Hot Springs Park. |
_ _

Washington, Feb. 24 () —Represen-|
tative John L. McClellan of Malvern, |
Ark., ssid tonight he was preparing 10§
introduce & bill to extend boundaries
of the Hot Springs National Park ares,
but the city of Hot Springs would not
be included. The bill, McClellan said,
had nothing whatever to do with “any

litical controversy” over govemment-5
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FEDERAL POLICE 22
ATHOT SPRINGS [
T0 BE SOUGHTIY

- N ‘

‘Commit';tee' | W.oul'd

. Protect Visitors.

Hot 8prings, Ark, PFeb. 2¢ (P)—A
Citizens Committee which conferred with
Donald 8. Libbey, Hot Bprings National
Park superintendent today, proposed a
plan for the federal government to take j
over police jurisdiction of the city. Re-
cently seven members of the Hot Springs |
Police Department were indicted on|
charges of second degree murder,

* A member of the committee ‘who
.would not permit use of his name said
‘the plan contemplated no change in
civil jurisdiction.
. Buperintendent Libby said he told the
- group that any *“formal application” by
the state for the federal government to
take over jurisdiction of Hot Springs
would be transmitted to the director of
the National Park Service. .-

It was said that the proposed federal
police jurisdiction would extend only to
the city limits and would not affect
Oaklawn race track or *“clubs” outside
the city limits. Under the proposal the
federal police would enforce all munici-
pal and state criminal statutes within
the city proper.

. ~ Protection Sought. [

A member of the committee said that
the proposed plan would not interfere
with any other functions of the munici-
pal government. There would be mno
¢eding of private or public property to
the federal government, he aaid, and
property owners would continue to pay
taxes to the city and state as at present.

“As things now stand, the federal
government invites the visitor to Hot
Springs, bul does little or nothing to
protect him after he gets here,” said
the informant.

“This plan, if it could be put into
effect, would assure protection for resi-
dents and visitors alike and once and
for all would end the turmoil and ex-
citement that so frequently disrupts the
community. . .

“It is not aimed at any individual
or graup. It iz intended for the good
of all. The man who originated the
idea believes it would resuit in greatly g
increased property value and a rapid
growth in the city’s population.”

. ‘The source declined to name others
.+ -- In the group which consulted with Lib-
< z. but ‘said there was “gquite a num-

. ber” . s SEL-

wén- "~ - The National Park Bervice maintains
' & small force of park rangers in Hot
Springs for police purposes. They pa-
I :?ul‘:’tzsog‘:: and enforce national park
- wide the government reimisprresth out-
T R
.. announce
38 his Club Betvedere S.pe would re-

.. Sfler revenue agents
e oQuipment,
g - SAmbling houses remain
Eﬂ T e
ot to Be Made to Secure

F.edenl rotection for Resort.
N . - N *-*.q N . v
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Life Terms

For Widow

AndHer vaér‘ with the anoeuncement of the mar

‘Child Marriage’ In
Arkansas Revealed

@pecial to the Gazette,
Hardy, Fed. 2¢.—A “child marriage”

riare of Miss Pearl Lyach, 14, and

ToOrganize”

Ouachita

3

P ||

Woasrimas,
tary of the
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s bk pa
i county seday psior  to
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FOR IMPROVED AIRPORT :

Hot Bprings is said to be losing
considerable patronage because of .
the condition of our afrport. A :
Chamber -of Oommerce commitiee
18 investigating the situation. Hot -
Springs should have modern afr-
port factlities, .-

" *The orly purpose delay can
will b}:‘s to giv; the Hot Spix
| gam time t their mo
to work.” ' & E e

_p‘,}ANUARY 15, 1987..  “ir==- <

h .
) “Nichols of Logan, backing e’
investigation, and Campg.,o ‘Zf

Garland, attacking the resoluii'o

- SPA VOTED

“#e-wr - NUMBERS,

JLEGISLATIVE PROBE OF. ¢ :
BY HOUSE; - -

carried the burden &f debate in 3
.| heated afternoon session before #i.

. \ mé adogeﬁon. .
. ., o Camp! 11, at one point, :
-+ |“Tve heard it sald that this we:
e by Governor Bailey but

T dont "be
- ! n’t lieve & word of it.*

PR “The situation in Hot Springs har

| been a gradual growth, beginning

when the people started winking at

law violatiors and officers started

: :;glecting their duty,” said Nich-

|f “If something is not done abo
t, my and your inalienable righ
bﬁf:f::cted. They regard h
meaning practical
othing in Garland courty. Cri
inal classes have undoubtedly been ,
in close alliance with the officers

" INVESTIGATORS NAYIED

REP. J. R. CAMPBELL
Garland

" REP. W. M. THOMPSON
‘ Independence = -

]
!
i
!
i

' SOLONS IN FIERY DEBATE =

e bl b -wqu?ll'wg-*,ﬂ
Rty N ol

| IR :

3 . Y and judiciary of Hot Springs.”

| oo - T “The Logan legislator referred (Lo

IMPEACHMENT ' ARTI- gze recent death of John Dickson,

! ot Sprirgs jail prisoner, which

CLES AGAINST OFFIC‘. ."'esulted in indictment of seven pe
) . - licemen there, and said:

. JALS HINTED ‘" . “I make the prediction that if thes

B ’ house doesn’t get behind them,

: they will turn .those men loose. 1}

can prove it is the custom and !

habit of the officinldom of Hot

Springs to torture men. Wher !

(Charles) Luciano was arrested, the

hole gang down there tired
thwart investigation.

JoRave

cuAgggs" MADE)

: Resblution;rér-l:;:v Enforce

ment _lnqué i
After Fiery Debate 72-2

A
) ; - e mant of justice told fae
- Wiet Nﬂ‘l”“‘ was Dot & more
- the United States for his age

“Fair” Inves ".tiou. s
T ~ "7 (| place for the criminal element. ® * *
“If these charges are proved,
our purpose to see that the circuit
judge is impeached.”
Campbell told the house he had

. 1) —Legd.
tordl vestigation of 1aw-en-]

sprfment in the City of HOl .yoorg this same charge of unfai

Lo ges,  internationally  KLOWN. g 1o04i0n ever since 1 have been in
i é~l rescrt, and in the judicial public life” .
»

ict in which it is located, %38 Tipy oo 45 not a bit of truth in
action i the allegations they are making,”

1/ttle Ro
isia g

vo
' presentatives today. The

“About the John Dickson
' ' charges officials . jn Case, I say to you that the Hol
; §§v§ot Springs wres. <. (- | Springs police department and that
‘ e i 0 v Tof every city in the United States
jresorts to what they call third de-
| gree methods in their zeal to pro-
tect law-abiding citizens. I'm not |
condoning any policeman for using |
| brutality in handling any prisoner |

followed - fiery debate involving
agajnst

“WITT'S STATEMENT. = <’

Circuit Judge -Earl Witt ssid
Jast night that he had “no ob-

jection to any. full and fair in- }} 5 yi0 custody. It may have been
vestigatior: the 1:“;“;1“; ngga:' | natural for those policemen to re-.
want to make of the Eighteenth § iq)i5te against the man who
Judicial District.® «2 7. 1 N ¥nocked their police chief in the’

He issued this statement: | head, disebling him for life.
ton mce:;n;xgn m%:&%&% j  “The only eemment e e
gation the legislature might want bl mﬁ“ s&!—lgg:ebmki: down. -
D Eighteenth. Jus || counties s e
to ma;e O!ct T bave no ep «we have as fine a circuit judge
g:n‘::on as to the outcome - of §| 85 you wil find anywhere in Ark-,
such investigatiod, and I know ‘“‘s“c mc"bg;e szﬁiwtgesgropésed - |
the people of Garland and s o 1d cost between
e tmoanry coupiies will fully || vestigs! on wou X
understand the local ~ source $10,000" and $15000 and added:,
o which  this request has These probes don’t amount' to 8
hill of beans. They just furnish an

w:; ::f‘g-"ex:'? ‘:l v:e : ?“} h‘f avenue for some one to inake a big
promp i ) raid on the treasury.” ‘

" The Thompson resolution madt
Rep. William M, Thompsot: ©of} the following allegations:’

Independence county. asked the in-
quiry “to determine whether arti-
cles of impeachment should be filed
against the circuit judge and others,”
charging the Judge Earl Witt, with

1. That it was common knowledg:
that open gambling houses wert
conducted in Hot Springs.

2. That slot machines were opel-
ated near the public schools anc

active participation in behalf of
“machine” candidates in the dem-

frauds in the primary and profes-
sional lers were named polling
officia)s, =57 nciu w8l sy b7
Wide gpen gambling, the resolu-
tion charged, was conducted in Hov
Springs “in & manner that 15 so

“frequented almost exclusively b
school children.® -. .
8. That public officials are own
ers or part owners of some of th
gambling devices.
4 That public officials receiv

d pay for part-time services in gamil-

g houses.
8. That the 18th Judicial Dic

e




and in the judicial

xict in which it 15 ‘Jocated, wgs

Yaur.ed by the Arkensas house %
70 ¥presentatives today, :

SiCollowed fiery debate mvolving

-Vgrave charges

;| the Hot Bprings e a ey

against omdals.'p

'WITT'S STATEMENT, 5

R =

Olreuit (
last night that he had “no ob-
Jection to any full and fair in-
vestigatior: the legislature might
want to make of the Eighteenth
Judicial b2 L '.

He issued this statement-

“lI certainly have no objec=
tion to any full and fair investi-
gation the legislature might want
to make of the Eighteenth - Ju-
dicial District. T have no appre-
hension as ts the s of
such icvestigation, and I know
the people of Garland and
Mositgomery counties will fully
understand the local source
from which this request has
come and the motive that has
prompted it.” )

e
Judge ‘Barl Witt said |,
[ In his custody,
1 taliate against

Rep. William M, Thompsor: -of
Independence county asked the in-
quiry “to determine whether arti-
cles of impeachment should be filed
against the circuit fjudge and others,”
charging the Judge Earl Witt, with
active participation in behalf of

of last August.
: alleged there were vote
frauds in the primary and profes-

sional gamblers were named polling

officials. ’

Wide open gambling, the resolu-
tion charged, was conducted in Hot
Springs “in a manner that is so
open ard notorious that the cry q_'og
the dealel‘se ~Yn

genera
Ark
ople of the Btate of
?rfa? such conditions of g:atr;ler
lawlessness could not exist w
some sort of allianqe between o
law enforcement officials, includ
the judiciary, and the crimin
classes,” said the resolution. Ro
Rep. James R. Campbell of
Springs described the charges a»
“frivilous, unfounded, unjustified
Taig. INapired by our political ene-

condoning any polj ]
brutality in handling Any prisoner §
It may have been

natural for those policemen to re-

the man who

knocked their police chief in the

head, disabling him for life.

“The only question here is wheth-
er local self-government in the
counties shall be broken down.. .

“We have as fine g circuit judge
as you will find anywhere in Ark-
ansas or the United States”

Campbell -3aid the proposed in-
vestigation would cost between
$10,000' and  $15,000 and added:
‘“These probes don’t amount to a
hill of beans, They just furnish an
avenue for'some one to make g big
raid on the tr ST

The Thompson resolution made
the following allegations:

1. That it was common knowledge
that open gambling houses were
conducted in Hot Springs.

2. That slot machines were oper-
ated near the public schools and
“frequented almost exclusively by
school children.” ' :

5. That the 18th Judiclal Distys

ireuit judge . ==

oo &y

.. 0. That the primary -amo—-"
were violated in 1936, in the selg
tion of poll officials.

7. That Mayar Leo F. McLs.ug.h-.
in of Hot Springs threatened eity
nd county officials and employes
f gambling houses that if they dig!'
not vote “the entire machine ticket
they could not work in the city of
RHot - . o

[ B %p:‘tn‘d:.e “political machine o
Garland county™ printed 1000\
mirked ballots and that election
clerks handed these ballota to voter:

pro

‘ it ;‘;Aalle
Bed thay
Dmt:cec?a c,.,mmt:;d by ea-::f,;
Toestigateq » - BAVe neye;
e 1ocal Sinbortiies” gy
Char]
Roring..

~e




tha izl -

lawlessness oould pot exist W noty
some SOTt ‘o1 "alliance between the
law enforcement qtﬂc\:tl;. includirg

W \icLaugh-
in of Hot Springs ¥ catened €ity

nd county

they could not wor}: in the glty of

“frivilous, unf unjustified

and inspired by our political ene-{

' nation of
ley in the Aungust
' P—_—‘_—-' P —— ~ ,
The house authorized the investis
gation by & VO of 72 to 21 |
Farlier, by & voie of 48 nayskend
46 yeas, it rejected a motion by
Campbell seeking postponement o]
action until next Tuesday.
The resolution authorized  &!
of an jnvestigating

trict, composed of

Montgomery cour-ties. '

_ Speaker Bransford tonight named
to the committee Thompson, chalr-‘

man. Jones of Montgomery, vice-

5:hairman, Nichols of Logan, Rob-

inson, of LaFavette and Murray -of

Dallas.

Fighting for postponemer.t,
Campbell told the house: “I never
knew of a case being tried in our
courts in Arkansas without giving
the defendant time to make & prop-
er investigation of the charges pre-
ferred against him.”

Campbell charged open horse
race petting in Little Rock and In-
quired why no investigation of Lit:
tle Rock conditions had been urgez..
Thompson said he did not know
of tae Little Rock conditions re-
ferred to tnd replied on the mo-

Mrs,

P. H
Grisham
Honley,

Mrs, B0,
M!tlogk'

‘L_ﬂ' Davj

" which Ridgewsy sgreed  to
draw from the race for prosecuting |
against Witt if the latter |

P
machine of W

ofher fllegal voters.
. That Gibson
Owrtis Ridgeway “made 8

. .

witt, ‘¥r.
deal’

with-

in

didates endorsed

chine.” - .
12. That s -“nation-wide scandal
w out of t.hz“murderofnprls
ner in the city jail of Hot Springs.
13. That there is “gross discrimi-
nation” in the treatment of pris-
“the general public

obtain tion”

under public olficials at Hot
rings. o AN

_14. That “it is alleged that cer-

tain murders committed by certain

criminals have never

i authorities sought

to prevent extradition of Charles

“Lucky” Luciano from Hot Springs.

16. That “the murderers of two

enrollees of 8 C. C. C. camp in the

' said judicial district have been pro-

. tected by officers charged with the

| duty of apprehending and prosecut-

ing them.”
Rep. Ernest Maner, Hot Springs,

Cx issued“the following statement to-

night: . L
“The resolution has passed. Al
1 have to say is that Judge Witt
will welcome a full and impartial
investigation. To know him is to
¥now his real worth. He will soon
d have completed two decades of ser-
vice to his people as their respect-
ed judge. Never in all these years
integrity been attacked by

regret that
him see fit

cials and employes B
b1 gambling houses that if they did
‘[Jnot vote “the entire machine ticket”

—
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One Killed As
Autos C olltde

Tradeé Pianos With

Flood’s Assistance:

Chatleston, Mo., Feb, 23 (#.—The
recent flood took Finley Johnson's
plano away—but it brought him an-
other just as good. Finley’s home is
in the Birds Point-New Madrid flood-

Body of Farm
Youth Found
Near Newport

StateD.A.R."
To Open Meet
At Texarkana

|One Ktlled
As Train

Strikes Auto .

postponed two weekk ago.

¥ 47| ing cases were disposed of

pleas:
H. O. Shaw, forgery »

3¢ | sentenced to five years &

Clyde Simmons, disposing
property, one year; L.
Robert Coleman, Negroes
.|'years esch, grand lar
each: John Thomas,




JJUNDAY IN ARKANSAS §e;
> ON TRAING DALY o — WONDAY 1on

B HOUSE AGAINST
IMPEACHMENT .
- OF JUDGE WITT

| ek ¥

\

. BN -

Exoneration Move

ins, 0.0,

Circuit Judge Xarl Witt of Hot
Springs, of the Eighteenth Judicial Dis-
trict, was exonerated of official mis-
conquct by the House yesterday. The
vote was 70 to 30 for adoption of & rec-
ommendation of the House Commities
of the Whole against impeachment pro-

Practically the entire day was devoted
consideration of a motion by ynd of
Lee not to vote impeachment. Majority
and minority reports ¢&f the 8pecial
Committee appointed to investigate re-
ports of laxity in the enforcement of
laws in the district, which includes
Garland and Montgomery counties, had
been referred to the Commitiee of the
Whole after the Judiciary Committee
declined to consider them. The Ward
motion was seconded by McHaney of

The special committee spent more
than four weeks investigating allega-
tions of connivance between law en-
forcement officers and the “lawless ele-
ments of Hot Springs.” The majority
report of the committee, signed by
Chairman - W. M. Thompson of Inde-
pendence, Lee Nichols of Logan and
1. T. (“Ike”) Murry of Dallas, recom-
mended the impeachment proceedings
be voted sgainst Judge Witt. The
minority report, signed by Pat Robinson
of Lafayette and James Fred Jones of
Montgomery, declared evidence was in-
sufficient to impeach. ) )

Charges outlined in the resolution
adopted by the House January 14 by
a vote of 71 to 31, were that Judge Witt
had-ppemdontheltreetlndonthe
bench in an intoxicated condition, that
he had taken no steps to prevent open
gambling at Hot Springs and that he
failed to cause an _investigation of al-
leged fraud in last summer's state pri-

Vote by Which Judge Witt .
lsAE:.:on'eratgd.‘ T R

After the Committes of the “Whote ™
had voted, 68 to 15, to adopt the Ward
1?3% the committee was d!uolnd. N

rman e
-

b et w3
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PAGE TWO.

hl

Woman -

| Aiccus'edul_;t};,.;s,_,_
Fatal Gunplay

. - ?-“ PP A S0 APNPA PR

P W R

the .

hm‘:cvnh. PFeb. 32—Omer Faubus,
sbout 35, died in a hospital here today
after having been shot late Baturday
night in a fight at “Pat’s Place,” &
restaurant and dance hall operated by
Ralph Melvin McKinney, near Green-
1and, five miles south of here. Officers
said that Mrs. Jessie McKinney, wife
of the restaurant proprietor, admitted
that she shot Faubus while he was
fighting with bher husband. 8he was
‘quoted as saying that she saw him
samash McKinney’s glasses and feared
that her husband would be blinded.

Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Tom
Pearson sliowed Mrs. McKinney to make
bond after he had filed voluntary man-
slaughter charges against her today. |
Officers who were called to the place
after Faubus had been shot said that
they learned that earlier in the night,
McKinney had an altercation with
Lloyd Osborn of Fayetteville. They
said that they were told that Osborn
Jeft, declaring that he was going to Fay-
etteville, get some friends and return
and “clean out the place.” They said
that Faubus was one of the men who
returned to McKinney's establisiiment
with Osborn and that the fight and

shooting followed. R

‘Gro‘upa 3 and 4 of Bankers’
Association to Amalgamlte.

3 -

Bpecial to the Gasette.

FPayetteville, Feb. 22.—Groups 3 and
4 of the Arkansas Bankers Association
were formed into Group 3 at a meeting
held here today attended by 225 bank
ers. Frank D. Pape of Van Buren, was
elected chairman. The new group wil
consist of members from

~¢=ommltt‘e'e
Dick Simpson, Bureka 8prings, and

Wayne Stone, Rogers, and J. A, Burns,
Hartford, . ' ’ .
Speakers included F. B. Brady, vice
president of the Commerce Trust Com-
pany, Kansas City; and Q. 8. Neal o
Russellville, president of the Arkansas|
Bankers Association. Yort Smith wa
selected as the next meeting place.

'Record Claimed for l"niv,enity
- - Men’s Bible Class.
" Special to the Gazetta,

Fayetteville, Feb. 22.—The Univer
sity Men's Bible Class of the Centra
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3, Taye

w:yne swno rl, lnd J. A. Burns,
Bartford.

Speakers included r. B. Brady, vion
" president of the Commerce Trust OCom
'pany, Xansss City; and G. 8. Neal o
Russellville, president of the Arkansas
Bankers Association. ! [
selected as the next meeting pua

—_ Rocord Claimed for Uty
: - Men's Bible Class.

Special to the Gazette.
Fayetteville, Feb. 22.—The Univer

sity Men's Bible Class of the Centra
Presbyterian church in Fayetteville

believed to be the oldest and larges

class of its kind in the state. It has beer}
functioning under this name gince 1918

when Dr. Harrison Hale, head of th:
Chemistry Department at the Universityk:

of Arkansas, became teacher. Average:
sttendance has increased yearly, witiffaubus, |
. an average of 74 for the last 10 yearsy today
The last five Sundays in the last sefjturday
mester the aversge was 94. The pasjce,” a
.oemesberthechu had its third ted by
"semester average. Class officrs are EGreen-l
" B Ward, Little Rock, president; Thomadfficers
McDaniel, Brinkley, vice president; X4, wue[
mer Honea, Fayetteville, secretary, andmitted
Bob Milner, Memphis treasurer. Asde was:
sistant teachers are Dr. Davis Richardpe was /f§
son, Coach George Cole, and Coach Glerw him | ‘
Rose of the university faculty. It it feared
open to all men ltudenu at the nni-ded ‘
versity. . .

" Clarksville Defendant  Accused
Of Attacking Mine Operator.

Special to the Gasette. -

« - Clarksville, Peb. 32.—James Carte, 22
was released on $500 bond here tode
following his arrest S8aturday on charge
that he attacked and seriously injured

" David A. McKinney, coal mine operator|
It was charged that he struck McKinne
in the back of the head, rendering hin]
unconscious for several hours. Cart
will be given a hearing Saturday o
charges of assault and battery and dis
turbing the peace. It was said that th
two had an altercation several weeki

. m ' N . 4- -

Paragould Poll 4 to 1 Ag
. Supreme Court Change.

Bpecial to the Gazetts.
Paragould, Feb, 22.—Balloting for an{
- against the president's Supreme Co
change proposal, conducted by the Para
gould Dally Press and Semi-Week]
Boliphone, showed 114 vom tor lnd 45
pst yesterday.
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"~ _CAPTURED BY G-MEN

e

PRICE

v PAGES.

DUTLAW TAKEM
~IN SWIFT RA

U. S. Officers Seek
Karpis, Campbell.

.

A

Bpecial to the Gasette. .
Hot Bprings, March 30.—It was learn-
ed here late tonight that federal officers
who raided a cottage on Lake Catherine,
six miles southeast of Hot Springs early

T

ATLEAST ONE -~ S-E

most too emphaticall
. enf
house when they broke into it.

o

. bserver Declares Two

The gdvernment men repeated (al-
y, the correspond-
t thought) that no one was in the -

However, a man who is well-known

to Hot Springs officers and whom they
consider thoroughly reliable, told Chief
‘Wakelin and Detective Akers that he

saw & car coming out of the grounds

containing a government officer who
seemed to be guarding & man and &

Hot Springs Police Learn *

They Had Narrow Escape.

Hot Bprings officers learned several
weeks ago that Karpis was in this
vicinity. They received their first tip
on s Sunday when a car stopped in
front of & drug store on lower Cen-
tral avenue and a man went inside ‘to
buy bandages and antiseptics. A clerk
in the store suggested that the person
for whom they were intended might
peed: the services of a physician.- .

‘His ‘suggestion was recelved so cold-

-

this momin; m*’ d st Jeast one man.;

ty that two ‘men

;hn::‘r..s'-u&“.t:‘,_‘lrmd.' e
‘The prisoner, or

b away immediately.

BN #

It is believed

e e IR - ) o
: Department of Justice agents who surrounded this‘"com:omble
}u-m house on a hilltop near Hot Springs, fired tear 8as bombs into
~Jt and then occupied it in a raid about which they ‘were highly
--secretive. Members of the raiding party declined to confirm or deny
and two women were captured in the house or
at they were seeking Alvin Karpis. One of the
The partially burned mattress is shown in the
thrown out &’ window and the biaze beaten out.

g

ty or Cleveland. . :
-/It was learned that the federal officers
?ere looking for & man named Camp-
l)eu, a5 well as for Karpis. -Campbell iz
sald to have been implicated in a train
jrobbery, and to have been an associate
of Karpis. -: e
Also it was learned that the federal
Jofficers who made the raid this morn--
ing included postal inspectors and Kan-
sas Highway Patrol officers as well as

men from the Department of Justice
Bureau of Investigation,

Raiders Say They Failed
To Capture Karpis. .

A squad of not less than 15 govern-
ment agents, brought here in airplanes
'and cars from Ohio, Oklahomsa, Kansas
,and Arkansas, raided a two-story house -
at Lawrence Station, southeast of Hot
Springs and on the road to Malvern

.

~

fert !ores‘rgund. It was

had hoped to ecapture Alvin -
Karpis, the nation’s public Enemy No.

1, and his chief lieutenant, Harold
Hunter, aliss Fred King.

Although the government men en-
nounced that they found no one in the
house there was an apparently well-
founded report that they captured a
man and a woman. It was believed that
-if any prisoners were taken, they were
rushed to the Hot Springs airport and
taken away in a piane. It was estab-
‘lished that several planes arrived and
i left the airport during the early morn-.
‘%ﬂ;ﬂ, o Mi P I A :
i prings ce sald that

. know that Karpis and one of his ntgz

i sters occupled the house_severs] weeks

; AgO, is was proved by fin erprini

| They kf:jé;:i'm however tHat %he zu;': -

men after poli

‘Vig%bmt?e house, - Doc® Puid 8
¢ ralded house which 18 close to

j Potash Sulphur Sprin 18 loca! s

Bl “that commands' s wiex 5"&,‘:

ly that the clerk became suspicious
and notified the poltce.” -~ .

that they were taken either to Kansas ‘the car had reénted & cottage on. Lake

1 police.

| Karpis had been there.

Jto go back to school and 'so declined

1 cock of Hot 8§

b

Lad

h

Police learned that the occupants of

Hamilton, They went out there the
same afternoon.but found the cottage
‘apparently deserted, ' Since they did
not have a search warrant, they did
ot attempt to enter. .- _- -
" Later they learned that Karpis and
one of his men were inside the house
at the time, prepared to kill the of- |
ficers if they had attempted to enter.
The occupants of the cottage left
immediately following the visit of the

.. -

PFingerprints obtained irom the cot-
tage were said to have established that

Hoping to throw the thugs off their
guard, however,” the police announced
that their visit to the cottage was- due
to a mistaken tip and that they had
learned that the cottage was occupied
by a well-known and highly respected
business man of Toledo,.O.. '
Negro Girl Identifies
Photograph of Hunter. -

Pollowing their visit to the house, the
Hot 8prings police officers tinterviewsd
& young Negro girl who formerly haa
worked at the house as a majd. .

8he sald that three weeks ago a man
and a woman came there and said that .
they had rented the hoyse and asked |
if she would like to continue to stay |
there and work for them.

The girl told them that she wanted .

the offer. ,

She was shown a photograph of
Hunter_and asked if it resembled the
man to whom she had talked.

“Yes, that looks just like him,” was
the reply. She said that he was the
only man she had seen at the place.

The house i3 owned by E. E. Wood-

|

'{ 1ana at presen

frlng; who is in Louis-
. son, Ernest, said
that his father had leased

about six weeks the house
bee:
did

b

ping
O, Bremer, brewer of St. Paul. Minn



tograph of .
Hunter and asked if it

resembled the

-jman " to whom she had talked.

i men

ft hastily after police paid s °
visit to the house. ..

The raided house which s close to
. Potash Sulphur Springs, is located on a
hill that commands a view of Laks
Catherine and of the surrounding coun-
try, including roads that lead to ths
house.

"Visitors to Scene of Raid
Meet Frosty Recept?om' T

- _In the raid the federal officers crept

close to the house and then shot out

tt;h;e ;:indows with guns that fired tear
m

The sound of the shooting caused
persons living in that section to hurry
to the scene. They met with a frosty
reception. .

First to arrive at the road that leads
from the Hot Springs-Malvern highway"
to the house was Mac McGuire, 45. He
was stopped at the entrance to the
grounds and compelled to remain with-
in sight of several armed men hid-
ing behind trees. He was compelled to
stand there for about a half-hour, he

estimated,
‘In the vicinity

Other persons lving

were forbidden to enter the grounds. - -

When news of the raid reached Hot
Springs police headquarters, Chief Joe
Wakelin, Chief of Detectives Herbert
Akers, Lieut. Cecil Brock and newse -
pPapermen hurried to the scene. L

In the rear of the raided houss-hey
were met by a squad of five govetnment
men, none of whom would reveal hig
pame. - - - N . .

The man who appeared to be in
charge of the quintetie, told Chief
Wakelin that no one was in the house.

[ The Gazette correspondent noted that
2 room an the second floor had been
damaged by fire. On the ground be-

nesth 2 window of the room.wers » ~

partly burned mattrese and pillows. He
asked as to the cause of the fire and

«

| nor how
| pying it.

| Hot Springs officers. * - |

*“Yes, that looks just like him” was
the reply. She szaid that he was the
only man she had seen at the place.

The house iz owned by E. E. Wood-

J cock of Hot Springs, who is in Louis-

fana at present. His son, Ernest, said
that his father had leased the house
about six weeks ago and that it had

| been occupied for about two weeks. He

did not know who leased the. house
many persons had been occu-

.Today's nm was _made without
knowledge of either Garland county or :

Karpis Reported to Have

{Been Frequent Visitor.

It was reported here today that Kar-
pis and his men have been frequent.;
visitors in Hot Springs. It was "said
that they came here in planes some- 1
times, but more frequently in cars.

Karpis has long been hunted in con- |
' nection with the kidnaping of Edwandl
'G. Bremer, brewer of St. Paul, Minn.,

{who paid $200,000 to obtain his release

L

one of the government men replied that -

the fire had started when gas bombs
'5nd flares were shot into the house,
added that he and his companions
":l;d Tushed in and extingulshed the
All the members of the raiding perty
vere well equipped for their work.
Zach wore a bullet-proof vest and ORI
ied & gas mask, - T s

When the correspondent asked peré "

of the

- -

Sl nission to look around, one fod-
ral officers snapped: - .- R
“Don’t go in front of the house™
“Why not” asked the newspaper man,
L You might meet with & warm recep-
Some of our men are in there

gt not recognize you®

oy

B -:»("




Blossom

@pecial to the Gagette. -,
Bentonville, March 30.—The }
mber of -Commerce is &
of folders giving P
* %0 the coming’ Apple Blossom F
‘age. The folder is in the appl
som colors. The Rev. J. Abner [=]
'and R. H. Crosby of the Ben'
High School faculty are the con
in charge of entertainment for ¢
ple blossom visitors. An archway
apple blossom oolors will be erec
_Highway 71, In Bentonville, and » *
mittee will welcome visitors and
them to the most beautiful orch *

b

3 ‘Test of Oil Well Near
(<  Delayed Until Today.
‘4 ;pecm to the Gazette. 1
7 . Hope, March 30.—Test of the
. X. Fitzwater No. 1, Lafferty, nine
§ gouth of Hope, was postponed tod:

tomorrow when drillers
_difficulty with the water connec%
X theyﬁgt:‘pp[zd o siritt~the pluf

A

“
o

-
LN

~teve—Bromie,” Ray ey
e o, ey Himilto:

Batesville Fans Telegnpli
To Don Lockard.

Special to the Gazette, '
Batesville, March 30.—Batesvill
- { ket ball fans this afternoon teleg
$25 to Don Lockard, forward ¢
University of Arkansas basket ball
. |telling him “see sights of New
whllll)ec hy::'re there.” .
was & star on the Bal
High 8chool quintet before going
kansas. His parents, Mr. and M
1L, Lockard, live here,

Miss Purray Wins on Sl
Tnck at Tropical Park

Tropical Park, Fla.,, March 30
.| Miss Purray, consistent mare froi

Liberty Lane stable, ridden by .
Joe Rosen, lJed all the way over a ¢
| track to win the Pertinax purse
.and a sixteenth feature, witness

7,500 at Tropical Park this aftet
El Puma was A" threalening secc -
length back ©of the winner mr
in advance of
the {ield of seven.
dsugbter

M L

.-~

Case

s

e hegantte S T C
q;.uno.onevﬂ , March 30.—Albert Holder,
85, Blue Mountain farmer, charged with

‘W

Labor Relations
on complaints of

. $he murder of Baxter Ribelin o7 Feb- to hear the Hempstead county liqu
?f.r, 1, took the stand 1o Circuit | by the Bradley Lumber Company of | 10 D un contest case in Cowp

Cowt here tonight. Ribelin, widely
Kriown Blue Mountain merchant and

hospital the pany’s

merce Was
Should it be
| ply would order

tain, and’ collapsed. “Holder,
o Moqnm {1l from influenZa, Was”

o Pans hospital sevei-q.l-‘_veeks ‘
Before he recovered s.u!ﬁcie.ntlyété stand

al' N - PR
i May Plead Temporary Insanity. .
w Testimony by seveml«vﬂtnes;es_pomt-
that the defense would attempt &
es of temporary inssnfly. Eleven
|gtate witnesscs and 13 witnesses for
&ae defendant were “heard todsy. 3
»-State witnesses included -Dr.. John

w;rk Order
; De Queen

here within

Mmg of Febru 1.
8 one testifie The sum of

$fagazine testified that he sold Holder
,ogtﬁson the morning of Februsry 1
r

*’'5id Littleton and Hiram Loyd sald
phat Holder was in Blue Mountain the
day of the shooting. Clifford Land,
’ !; W. Termis, L. K. Weems, Ribelin’s
ather-in-law, and Charlie McCormick
. destified that Holder entered the store
gbout 4:30 in the aftermoon. Ribelin
::ked regarding Holder’s heaith. Hold-
's reply was that he had been sick
{rom influenza for several weeks,
« After the shooting, McCormick, Land
and Tennis went for help and L. K.
Neems remained with Ribelin. Rea
derson saw Holder leave the store
snd put the gun-in his pocket.
* The following character witnesses
were offered by the state: B. F. Yan-
dell, Jessie Tennis, Jeff Smith and
Jess Tillery. Ed Wilkes testified that
$e took Holder to Magazine from Blue
Mountain on the morning of the shoot-
L

¢

: Tells 6f Surrender.
: H. L. Sanderson of Verbeck, Okla.,
testified for the defense. C. M. Mc-
rmick, justice of the peace, testified

t Holder came to his home and said
that he wanted to surrender and that
e had killed Baxter Ribelin. He gave
he gun to McCormick and sat down in
@ chair and suffered a convulsion.

: C. E. McCormick of Magazine N
- kied be talked to Holder on ‘;:;te_g_i_:
he O

i L

.‘
Wy

W,\

'.-,\_7_'-;-‘.~. .
. B

“TWarren Labor|Judge
Déldyed To Disqualify |
\ToApril 15

“mn'sm' mrch' \ 101 (M—Beu(nz
was continued today by

business affects interstate com-
hwglved in the
q | 8t New Orleans or
. The Carpenters U

School Building.
——

b R .
Specialto the Gazette. * . . . 4
De Queen, March 30.—A work order
has been issued by PW
School Board to start
junior high sck
the next 10 days.

“The building will be south of the
resent hizhn;chool

udge Refuses |
‘.

P

Bbecial to the Gazetts. bt

Hope, March 30—County
M. Stephens refused to disqualify him-
sel! despite s charge of pertissnshig

the Nationsal
Board until April 13,
unfair labor practices

| Court st Washington today.
com-| The question of the judge's qys
fication turned out {o be the 8014
the hearing. The judge oY
ruled the contestees’ motion that
retire, and the contestees obtained &
week in which to file a writ of prohibl- \
tion ‘with the Circuit Court to force
the disqualification issue.
The contest hearing was
April 20, in County Co
halted | On the disqualification issue, lawyers
after | qor the contestees put Judge Btephens!
sought 10| on the witness stand and drew fronm
board from | pim the admission that he signed the\
- | petition calling for a county vote on
the liquor question; that he attended |
Issued for New | prohibition rallies. and that he publicly ‘
expressed prohibition views.' ‘
The contestees’ lawyers tried to prove
that Judge Stephens would be unable
to judge the contest case without bias
or pa p. o .
The suit to contest the election was
brought by N. P. O'Neal and nine other
Hempstead county [citizens, alleging
corrupt, fraudulent wnfalr prac-
tices in 12 of the county’s 38 precincts
and challenging 127 votes.
The county balloted for retention of
legal sales of nquorby:majoﬂtyd
nine votes in the February 18 election.

C- PESEEERS o e
' Released on $500 Boqd After
Shooting Near Mér:}lton.

hearing.
80, the board proba-
further hearings either
at Warren.

nion filed the com-

) naet ¢ for

A and the local
construction of
ding

28,000, plus

building, on & nine-
be of tile construc-
, snd will contain seven
auditorium seating 3,000

) Tarc (b P—W. O

Morrilton, Ark., March ¢ —W.

Littleton, 85, was charged with asss ]

with Intent to kill and rel.: on $50
ay in the c<hn L%

32l

t

4



iUty Walll U
they attempted 0

e

adi ba 1
it -the pluf

Bobbie Martin.

\-mve*’w.’w’ximmq{
' Batesville Fans Telegraph
i To Don Lockard. °

lpechl;othc Gazette. P
Batesville, March 30.—Batesvill

this afternoon telegl

$25 to Don Lockard, forward ¢

| University of Arkansas basket ball

| telling him *“see sights of New ‘
while you're there.” !

Lockard was & star on the Bal

quintet before going

xansas. His parents, Mr. and M
L. Lockard, live bere. :

Miss Pwray Wins on Sl ‘
Track at Tropical Park

- JUESS——
) Tropical Park, Ps., March 30
' | Miss Purray, consistent mare frol
Liberty Lane stable, ridden by -«
Joe Rosen, led all the way over & ¢
the Pertinax purse

fied he talked to H
$ng ot the shooting.
mre he could buy &

that Bill Beason probably had one.
John Callahan, nk,
gm that Holder
\,

| back of
- | lengths in advance of Donns
| third in the field of seven. ’
The six-year-old daughter of * -
chase, first outsider to win after .
favorites had scored, psid $19.80
outfooted her opposition all the
put was under & hard hand Tide
, | Rosen through the final thre °
teenths of & mile. Her time
1:48 3-8. ' -4
X1 Pums,
tion to get into
1| first half mile,
wide by the winner
and hung despite
Hanford in the fin
Silver 8tock Farm's B
ing $13.20, overcame Pipes Pal's
manding lead to win

length

p

striking distance
was carrled

at the home

-t

V. Fischetti’s Balut D'AmO ‘
public choice Ppaying $4.70, outclt
hnmmmmemuema-.me«
seventh race. e won by four ea .. -

of
faagarine
gun

ﬁ:e

Biis 2

ebruar
he sold

testified
on the

* The

re offered bY the state: B.

Tennis, Jeff

Ho\dei

of Pevruary 1 HCTE ¥

Hiram \
McCormick

Smith and
Wilkes testified that

azine from Blue
orning of the shoot-

t Holder came to
er Ribelin.

chair snd suffered &
C. E. McCormick of

Holder

cashier of
drew  $15
nk on February 1.

hardware store OF

After lunch at his home
did not remember of
~“¢he sfternoon

gun and

ihat he wanted to surrender and that
gave
gun to McCormick and set down in
convulsion.

Magarine testi-
older on the man-
asked him
he told

He

the

from

N

[z 20 amas.

The sum of 328000 pi :
» , _pius
rned znrgan bas' been Pl "&”-’1
e board and the remainder
$50,900 will

i .
Yt g e

corrupt, fraudulent
h pnd un{
Fow T 13 o tne sodair 30
Thzh'ﬂenzinz 127 votes.
leg county balloted for retent
1 sales of liquor by a mafo:

memmmwuek

Released on $500 Bond .
- Sb”h“‘ Near Morriltor
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= « - q_f Yy | Gifts to Prominent Citizens. . | ~witnesses testified that Mayor| «it is ir
' n I(_.ars - t]_ll .| "*In order to entrench themselvesLeo P. McLaughlin, who seems to | cuit Judg:
[X] S "7[ | sately in control of local govern-dominate politics of the <&ounty | cial Distr
. - ment, such leading gambling resorts called in various employes of the | gambling
wooa, Lre 1d what a5 described); | 28 Belvedere Club and Book, South- city of Hot Springs and gave them | felonies u
er.hixr‘x.ulf. told what w g m_‘q ern Club and Book, Kentucky Clublists of names for whom theyyere“ been carr;
as a “fantastic story lolu rWestﬁ and Book, and other clubs controlled| to obtain orders for poll tax ~ré-'| Garland C
ing $15,000 from Ed Ba b d, ind: [PY the R. S. Jacobs interests, hav ceipts. That having obtained those!| which the
anen. I"I 4, ‘B“::’;;:;_ wu::e;: resorted to the practice of making orders, receipts were issued by the | has peen
said, according to the report, h
paid Ballard $20,500 in cash. font
principal and interest at Ho

1S T SPRIGST
FACALS ALLIE
WITH CANBL

gifts of large dividends to promijjtax collector and delivered to m; trict. ‘Th

nent people of the city, as oné of Mayor who sent the purchaser of'| not only
Mr. Jacobs’ partners, Mr. Sam Watt |these receipts to the city clerk who!| a1} parts

Eprings expressed it, ‘in order to obtaid|in turn paid him the amount he hl-d. formation

P'I.‘wo days later, Ballard and

former partner were found shot t

death in a room of the Arlington |

kansas House Report
Hotel. The official verdict was¥

say' ‘Relatives and C‘t’ that the -former partner had kllled‘
Employes Are on Gam- Ballard and then killed bimselt. F

H P s Vote Intimidation
ing House Fayrolis.

“The alliances between public of-
ficials and those who run rough-l
shod over the State’s penal ‘laws
could not exist in any other subdi-
"vision of government in this coun-
try,’;gthe majority report stated.

In explanation of how it was pos-|
sible at Hot Springs, the committee.
_gave the results of an exhaustive,
investigation which showed from
city and county records that poll
tax receipts had been bought by
policemen and gambling house em-

OTE INTIMIDATION,
POLICE BRUTALITY’
;\{ - ’ .
ommittee Urges Ouster
c:f Judge, Charging Hg
;Placed Bets, Appeared on

Streets Intoxicated. -

‘
Y
T

means of gualification for,
- yoters. T v toT 0T

Citizens opposed
riussne

A

tration last August feared to go to~‘
t

' the Associated Preas. 7
LITTLE ROCK, Feb. 19.—Rela-
ves of prominent city and county
ficials were found to be on the
iyrolls of Hot Springs gambling
tablishments which also made
fts of large dividends to promi
nt people of the Arkansas resori
was disclosed yesterday with thi
ling of a legislative committee’.
jport on its investigation of lav
1forcement.

The majority report, signed b
ree of the five committee men.
:rs, recommended impeachment o
ircuit Judge Earl Witt of th
ighteenth Judicial District, wh
1d failed to obtain a grand jur
wvestigation of gambling durin
is 14 years on the bench and wh
as accused of insobriety and fall
re to instruct a grand jury t
iake an inquiry into recent allege:
ection frauds.

the polls, it was said, and others
considered it useless because they
thought their ballots woild' not be
counted. One worker against thel]
administration ticket, it was re-
lated, was put in jail for the day
when he was found operating an
automobile used to take voters to
the pells. No charge was placed
against him.
Mayor McLaughlin, Hot Springs
political power, was said to have
called & meeting of all city em-
ployes before the August election
and threatened them with loss of
their jobs unless they supported the
administration ticket from top to
bottom.
The names of 12 gambling house
employes were found in the Demo-
cratic Central Committee’s list of
election judges and clerks. The list
also contained the names of six
::Ity or county employes. In one
nstance a watcher at the polls o
Judge Witt’s uncle, P. A. Wit poged to the admlnistratfon wg
as one of the group found on gam)| threatened with bodily harm if he
iing house payrolls. Others injdid not leave. He did so. - '
wuded Archie Ledgerwood, brothel - Criticism of Judge Witt.
f Municipal Judge Verne 8. Ledgl «It is inconceivable that the Cir-
rwood; Mrs. Herbert Akers, wificuit Judge of the Eighteenth Ju-
£ Chief of Detective ‘Dutch™ Aker| dicial District would not know that
nd T. O. Evans, policeman an{gambling operations, which are
oliness preacher. felonies under our State laws, have
Purported “Gifts” to Citizens, beex;‘ c:rxé:d,otn :ln rElmt fl];ﬂ;f- and
h ed‘DuGarn unty during the years?f.
;?;:)tm:i's:,t .:::etcu;r il m"ug which the present Circuit Judge|
prings Chamber of Commerce and bas been on the bench in his dis- |

2en a member of the State Racin =

i 101 5. Gocer e 0T S PO Tt
hant and former president of the|facts which are not orly
hamber of Commerce received|KROWD to pecple in all paris of this
oresents” of $3375 each. Ledger. State, but thiz information extends
v00d was said to have received atbroughout the country. Many mag-
5 per cent “dividend” from each |2%in® articles bave been published
f two gambling establishments.” ° throughout the country calling at-
Two members of the committes! tention to these conditions and yet
- nothing has been done about it.

hey stated o BT \bricte, fati) “We think this crime can only be
4 - Jhtion has

corrected by having the present
JThe majority recommended ‘that

Juidge vacate the bench, allow the
\ -#pecial grand jury be asserfibled

Governor to. appoint a special

udge and s special Prose-uting At-
mder ‘& temporary Circuit Judge
named Dy . the

rney, let the Judge appointed for

?‘ a prosecutor that purpose appoint new jury com-
vernor o Investigate gambling,

alleged niistreatment of eity ,ui Jjury be impaneled so that a com-

}

h| Chamber of Commerce;

their influence, ¥ suppose.) « |
“Mr. Watt was reluctant to give
the names of these ‘influential’
ple, but when forced to answer th
question, named the following;
Archie Ledgerwood, 25 per cent

.| dividend on Belvedere and 8outhern

clubs; L. D. Cooper, wholesaler and
former president of Hot Springs)
Douglas
Hotchkiss, secretary of the Hot
Springs Chamber of Commercé and
at that time a member of the State

paid for these receipts. )

“At the proper time these re-'
ceipts were delivered to the voterl
whose name appeared thereon, if it
as found that such voter could be ;
unted upon to vote the so-called

inistration ticket.’ It was also
own that on the day, before the.
election was held, in August, 1836,
Mayor McLaughlin called a meet-
ing of employes of the city, judges
and clerks of election, and other
persons jdentified with the city ad-
ministration and made them a

Racing Commission, each of whom
was made a present of $3375 in the
year 1838, -.

“We had before us Arc
wood, after Mr. Watt, who Ownxz 15

fﬂe Ledéeb t

speech, in which he told them that
11 employes who did not go down
e line for the administration tick-
from Governor to Constable
wwould be looking for a job the

per: cent of the Beiveders and |porming after the election. He
Southern, -and who 18 the book- 5155 asked them to say to all busi-
keeper at Belvedere, had testified (gans men of the city that if they
that, W..4. Jacobs had made a pres-

ployes - thus -providing apparentj|

ent of 25 per cent .interest in these
clubs and books to ‘Ledgerwood.
“A Fantastic Story.”
“Ledgerwood told us a fantasti
story about how he came to own
this large interest in " these two
gambling houses. He told us that
he returned from Kl Paso, Tex., in
1931, where he had spent about nine
years taking a cure for tuberculosis,
and went to work for the Jacobs
interest at a salary of $50 a week.
That after he had worked about one
year Mr. Jacobs was so impressed
with his work that he offered to
sell him a 25 per cent interest in
the ‘bank roll’ of the Belvedere and
the Southern Club for $15,000, that
he went to one Ed Ballard, a fam-
ous gambler and backer of gam-
blers who lived at West Baden,
Ind.,, and succeeded in borrowing
this large sum of money on his

hed to do well in their respec-
ve businesses, not enly they, but
eir employes had better ‘'vbte. the
dministration ticket. That after
fthis meeting, he called those select-
ed to serve as judges and clerks of
election to meet him in his private
office for instructions as to their
duties on election day. - . ;..
Poll Waicher Forced Out. -.
“What those instructions were,
we were unable to find out. . We
can only conjecture from the re-
sults. - R S
“The testimony further showed
that one man who had ‘an order
fromm one of the candidates for
Governor not supporfed by the ad-
ministration, to watch the count in
the Third Ward” of the City of Hot
Springs presented his credentials
to the judges and clerks in
that ward and was admitted,
it being thought that he had

Ldi

(

plain note, agreeing to repay Bal-
lard the money in October, 1836,
with 10 per cent interest, and a
bonus of 25 per cent of his part of
the net earnings of the two clubs
and books. He further stated to us
that he repaid this money to Mr.
Ballard, while Ballard was on a
visit to Hot Springs about October,

come from the Little Rock bead-
quarters of the candidate, P

“About midnight he was recog-
nized by a visitor as a resident of
the city and on one pretense or an-
other, an effort was made to send
him downtown. When he informed:
they that he could not leave the
polling place without violating his

18386. )

“Pressed further, he stated that,
he paid Ballard the large sum of|
$20,500. Asked if he paid it with a
check, he said that he no longer’
kept money in banks, that he paid-
this in cash, took no receipt, and

'|destroyed the note lmn’nedutely‘

after it was pald.
“Further questioning developed
the fact that about two days after
dgerwood paid this large sum of.
oney, Ballard and a former part-
ner with whom Ballard had pre-
viously quarreled were both found
ghot tc death in & room of the Ar-
lington Hotel. He stated that the
verdict was that the other man
killed Ballard and then killed him-
self. At any rate, no further in-
veltigt‘tlon seems to have bee
IS
_“Records of different gambling
houses submitted to us, show that
the smaller concerns pay semi-
monthly fines of $100 each, while
large establishments like the Bel-
|vedere and others, where the réal
money is won and lost, pay no

i
)

A S

missioners, and let 2 mew
arisoners, and the official conductl Dicte investigation may be gnade of

® Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin, -the, 2 e mandad
Tt s wla s memer ? o ¢he

nes. ¥or example, -one establish-
ment, Operatsd by Teorge * Pakis
nd others;—hed.net .earnings last

|an anti-administration candidate,

obligation and refused to be sent
out, he was informed that unless:
he vacated the polling place, he
would be forcibly thrown out. He
lett.- Coe et N
“And another man testified that
he was engaged in hauling voters
to the polis who, were supporting

when about 2 o’clock in the after-
noon he was arrested and thrown
into the city jail where he was kept
until the next day, when he was re-
leased without any charge being
filed against him. - . .y - -
. Business Men Intimidated.
“While there were 11,800 poll tax
ceipts issued, only approximately
votes were cast in that pri-
ary election, or about 5200 voters
ither stayed at home, or did not
te, of their votes were not eou-nb-

ed. It is claimed by those oppo:
the administration that many

the reason they felt their vo
would not bé counted, or if count
at all, would be counted for tho
for whom they did not vete. - -~
“Tt was also testified thdt {h som

'coun’
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Glftl to Promlnent. Citizens.

rs Stll ;|

—— )
hat was described,
itory” of borrow-'
Ed Ballard, West!:
sler, to buy an ing’

and Book, and other clubs controlledi t
by the R. 8. Jacobs interests, hav

resorted to the practice of making

ober, W“,’: he |Eifts of large dividends to promi.
to the repo for | Dent people of the city, as oné o
500 “’t cu:n " Hol, | Mr- Jacobs’ partners, Mr. Sam Watt
interest a expressed it, ‘in order to obtair
r. Ballard and their influence, I suppose.! = ;

vere found shot “Mr. Watt was reluctant to give

| of the Arlington;
icial verdict wast
er had killed
2 killed himself.
ation Charged.
between nublic of
e who rough-
.al ‘laws

the names of these ‘influential’ peo
ple, but when forced to answer the
question, named the following;
Archie Ledgerwood, 25 per cent]
.| dividend on Belvedere and Southern |
clubs; L. D. Cooper,
former president of Hot Springs
Chamber of Commerce; Douglas
Hotchkiss, secretary of the Hot
Springs Chamber of Commerce and
at that time a member of the State
Racing Commission, each of whom
was made a present of $3375 in the
year 1938,

“We had before us Archie Ledger-
wood after Mr. Watt, who 6wnz 15
per: cent of the Reivedere and
Southern, .emd who 1s the book-
keeper at Belvedere, had testified
that, W_4&. Jacobs had made a pres-
ent of 25 per cent interest in these
clubs and books to Ledgerwood.

“A Fantastic Story.”

“Ledgerwood told us a fantastic
story about how he came to own
this large interest in these two
gambling houses. He told us that
he returned from El Paso, Tex, in
1931, where he had spent about nine
years taking a cure for tuberculosis,
and went to work for the Jacobs
interest at a salary of $50 a week.
That after he had worked about one
year Mr. Jacobs was s0 impressed
with his work that he offered to
sell him a 25 per cent interest in
the ‘bank roll' of the Belvedere and
the Southern Club for $15,000, that
he went to one Ed Ballard, a fam-
ous gambler and backer of gam-
blers who lived at West Baden,
Ind., and succeeded in borrowing
this large sum of money on his
plain note, agreeing to repay Bal-
lard the money in October, 1836,
with 10 per cent interest, and a

ty report stated.

1 of how it was pos-
ings, the committee
8 of an exhaustive
hich showed from
y records that poll
ad been bought by
gambling house em-
providing apparent
fication for p!
L5 RN )

igust Ceared to go to
vas said, and others
useless because they
ballots woild not be|
worker aguinst the
ticket, it was re-
in jail for the day
found operating an
:d to take voters to
charge was placed

iughlin, Hot Springs
", was said to have
ng of all city em-
the August election
1 them with loss of
3s they supported the
ticket from top to

f 12 gambling house
found in the Demo-
Committee’s list of

and clerks. The list
the names ofe sfx bonus of 25 per cent of his part of
r employes. In one ]|the net earnings of the two clubs

and books. He further stated to us
that he repaid this money to Mr.
Ballard, while Ballard was on a
visit to Hot 8prings about October,

cher at the polls op-
administration was
b bodily harm it he

-*“In order to entrencn themselvesLeo P. McLaughlin, who seems to
safely in control of local govern-dominate politics of the <ounty
ment, such leading gambling resorts called in various employes of the
as Belvedere Club and Book, South- city of Hot Springs and gave them ' gelonies under our State laws, have
ern Club and Book, Kentucky Club lists of names for whom they were! peen carried on in Hot Springs and
Garland County during the 14 years
which the present Circuit Judge
has been on .the bench in his dis-
trict. These are facts which are
not only well known to people in
all parts of this State, but this in-
formation extends throughout the
country. Many magazine articles
have been pub!
country calling sattention to these
conditions, and yet notlun: has

been done about it.. A

ceipts. That having obtained thoee]
orders, receipts were issued by the.
tax collector and delivered to the:
{| Mayor who sent the purchaser
these receipts to the city clerk who
in turn paid him the amount he had'
‘| paid for these receipts.

i| ceipts were delivered to the voter
whose name appeared thereon, if it

wholesaler and Jbhown that on the day before the

T e
-

ection. :
“Witnesses testlfled that Mayor

o obtain orders for poll tax re-

di
|

“At the proper time these r&l

as found that such voter could be |
ounted upon to vote the no-called&
“administration ticket.’ It was also |

election was held, in August, 1936, ;
Mayor McLaughlin called a meet-
ing of employes of the city, judges
and clerks of election, and other
persons identified with the city ad--
ministration and made them a
speech, in which he told them that

11 employes who did not go down

e line for the administration tick- | court. .
t from Governor to Constable ]| ™ «upgier’ on Jmplaint that the
ould be looking for a job the county was gefting .me revenue

orning after the alection. He
1so asked them to say to all busi-
ess men of the city that if they
wished to do well in their respec-
ive businesses, not only they, but}
eir employes had better vote.the
dministration ticket. That after
this meeting, he called those select-
ed to serve as judges and clerks of
election to meet him in his private
office for instructions as to theit
duties on election day. - .-
Poll Watcher Forced Out. -
“What those instriuctions were,
we were unable to find out. We
can only con;ecture trom the re-
sults,
“The testimony turther showed
that one -man who had an order
from one of the candidates for
Governor not supported by the ad-
ministration, to watch the count in
the Third Ward” of the City of Hot
Springs presented his credentials
to the judges and clerks in
that ward and was admitted,
it being thought that he had
come from the Little Rock head-
quarters of the candidate. -
“About midnight he was recog-
nized by a visitor as a resident of.
the city and on one pretense or an-
other, an effort was made to send
him downtown. When he informed
them that he could not leave the

He did so.

of Judge Witt.
eivable that the Cir-
the Eighteenth Ju-
would not know that
-ations, which are
our State laws, have
2 in Hot Springs and
y during the 14 years
esent Circuit Judge
he bench in his dm-

port said. “Thm are
are not only well
ple in all parts of this
8 information extends
1e country. Many mag-
i have been published
he country calling at-
ese conditions and yet
seen done about it.
this crime can only be
having the present
: the bench, allow the
appoint a special
special Prosezuting At-
1¢ Judge appointed for
appoint new jury com-
and let 2 new grand
aneled so that & com-
sahon_;nay be made of
nm - -;lﬁ-—su e~

et gt

1938.
“Pressed further, he stated that,
he paid Ballard the large sum ot
$20,500. Asked’ if he paid it with a’
check, he said that he no longer
kept money in banks, that he paid
this in cash, took no receipt, and
destroyed the note lmmedlnte!y
after it was pald.
“Further questioning developed
the fact that about two dzys after

money, Ballard and a former part-
ner with whom Baltard had pre-
viously quarreled were both found:

lington Hotel. He stated that the
verdict was that the other man
killed Ballard and then killed him-
self. At any rate, no further in-
vecugauon seems to have been
made. ' 7]

*“Records of different gambling
houses submitted to us, show that
the smaller concerns pay semi-
monthly fines of $100 each, while
large establishments like the . Bel-
vedere and others, where the real
money is won and lost, pay mo
fines. For example, one establish-

Td mfnﬂ.:‘h

jLedgerwood paid this large sum of

shot to death in a room of the Ar-|

ment, operated by~George Pakis ||

polling place without violating his
obligation and refused to be sent

he vacated the polling place, he
;:tt)t\-ﬂd be torcibly thrown out. He

“And another man testiﬂed that
he was engaged in hauling voters
to the polls who were supporting
an anti-administration" candidate,
when about 2 o'clock in the after-
noon he was arrested and thrown
into the city jail where he was kept
until the next day, when he was re-
leased without any cha.rge being
filed against him. .

Business Men Intlmldated.
“While there were 11,800 poll tax
eceipts issued, only approximately
votes were cast in that pri-
ary election, or about §200 voters
ither stayed at home, or did not

|

§

EL ST
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cuit Judge of the Eighteenth Judi-|
cial District w
gambllng operati

of the district testified
a conference with Judge Witt and
Mayor McLaughlin soon after the
prosecuting atto;
which an agreem:
which these gan
to operate undery quasi sanction of
law, on conditio
fine of $10 each

tromtheseho

.neither Belvidere mnor Southern

‘the Circuit

out, he was informed that unless !

<¥ =

""‘t

“H is inoncelvble tbn.t the Cir-

not know that |
which are

ed throughout the

Big Clubs Not Fined
“A former prosecu attorney
t he held

ey took office, in
t was had under
ling bouses were

that they pay a
eek in Municipal

it was
that they sho puynﬂneot:loo
each month to the city, and an

ugyg 5100 ch mont

“But . the eordl “of B ssw
and the testimdony of its bookkeep—
er, Mr. Sgm| Watt, show that'

Club ever paif a fine either to the
county or to ghe city. We wonder
the fact that a brother of the
Municipal Judge and an uncle of
udge both worked for
these clubs, and the further fact
that ‘influential’ citizens of the city
of Hot Springs drew large dividends
as gifts from these clubs, had any-
thing to do with the fact that no
fines were ever uaessed against
them.

‘“We think that this crime can
only be corrected by having the
present Judge vacate the bench,
allow the Governor to appoint a

special Judge and a special Prose-|
cuting Attorney prosecute, let the
Judge appointed for that purpose ;
appoint new jury commissioners, let’
a new grand jury be empaneled, a
new investigauon be made of the
whole situation. -

“We recommend that articles of
impeachment be voted by this
House against Earl Witt, who was
i regularly elected and qualified and
jnow is acting as Circuit Judge of
the Eighteenth Judicial Distriet of
the State of Arkansas for high
crimes and misdemeanors and gross
misconduct in office.

The Judiciary .Committee today
returned the investigating commit-
tee's reports to the House, and
Chairman Carleton Harris an-
nounced his committee had voted,
27 to 2 'that the matter be taken
out of its hands. The House post-
poned further nction untu Monday
mo. 3

The mlnority chu.rged that only
“selected” witnesses had been heard
by the committee, that those whom
the minority wanted tq %22- had
not béen summoned, that the tes-

ote, or their votes were not count-

P —we

ed. It is claimed by those oppo{
the administration that many gob.
citizens did.not attempt to vote fo
the reason they felt their w
would not be counted, or if eount
at all, would be counted for -
for whom they did not vote. - -
“It was also testified that-in somi
specific instances, business

-

loopratnd bv those not !n svmmthv

——

timony did not support the major-
ity finding with veference to Judge
Witt, and that “a full, complete,
fair and impartial lnvestigation has
not ‘been made.”’

*We fesl that an over-zea.!om
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I wish to acknoniedge receipt of your eoewunicetion
of Pebruary 25, 1937, enclosing newapaper 6lippings, coo-
eerning oomuuons which are alleged to oxi-t. at Bot sprinp.
Ariansas, _ NS

.\ . k‘

- ¥

Plun be sdvind that I an uut.ructln‘ ﬂr. Chapaca
Fletcher, Special Agent in Charge, Tederal Bureau of Investie
gation, United States Department of Justics, 500 Eector Buudlnz,
Little Rock, Arkansas, to arrange for an {aterview i{n the .
fanediate future, so that you xay furnish aay nforsation in .
your possecsion which Bay pertaim $5 d violation of any law
coming within the Invesligatlve Jurudiouon of this Eureuau
to the &gut vho ellld upon you.,_ ¥l

~
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E_ ror tﬁg Dlmtor = AT
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© % . Barold Batbam, . - - -
‘ : = Asaistant Director, . .

cc Little Rock (Enc . copies of iucoming letter. fo coples of
. newsyaper c}.ippings enclosed) '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON
mclleommmmAT | LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS :: " m"o 62-1118

DA‘I'E'IHIN MADE PERIOD FOR nn-onumn Ve C
{ _WHICH MADK o ¢

2-18-37 "7 We Ae GIDDEKS

alronrmu:zn

| Eansas city, luuom i 2-&-57

-

Tmx - & CHARACTER OF CASE -»'."-
SUSPICIOUS PEBSONS, HOT SPRINGS, ARKAKSAS‘_ Dm g e ATl
?ORD CAR, MOTOR NUMB ‘_;66?)03. “

e

i concmmc. o

A ]
‘2.' Y

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ° Kansas City Piold Divhicn. Polico Depcrhnentr / j
i-- B Kansas City, Kansas and Kansas City, Missourd™
ST T have n0 record of Re Ac}Radcliff and have mé o
|7 .. w-7-  theft report on Ford car, Motor #1661403¢

~ole
T EaF S ‘ In telegram of reference the Little Rock Field Divsion
1> 7777 advised trat the Police Department, Eot Springs, Arkoncas, hed, re-

' _ported several individuals residing in Hot Springs unler susaicious
‘oircumstances, including & party driving Ford oar, Motor Hember
‘@ . 1661403, bearing 1937 Kansas license 12099, registersd Jn ¢he
’Y neme of Re As Radeliff, 1118 Ruby Street, Kansas City, Kensas.
Y Kyl he Jattle Bock Field Division requested information as to Wwhether
thig-cel was stolen or if Badcliff was wanted. I _‘, v g

’»' ~~-

/" '_,‘ ‘:'.\ ' B

e L Lo Le Ge Westphal, Auto The:’.‘t Bureau, Police Deparhnent.,

2 Xansas City, Kansas, advised the writer by telephone that the Auto
. Theft Bureau, Kansas City, Kansas, has no record of a Ford car,
. motor #1661403 as having been stolenes Mre Westphal further edvised
_their license books show that 1937 Kansas license 1-2099 had been

« .-',, “issued to ons Re Ae Ratoliff, whose address wes ahown as 11;18 Ruby

RS

« ,'~*;'~*8treet. Kanns City. ﬁns
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Kansas City, Ka.nsu Police Doparhent. Ir.'ﬁntphal mrbher stated

any mord ot Ry A, Radcli.ff or R 1. '-

+3

. Spochl Lgent F. X, John uoorhinod at thn Auto ?hoﬂ;
Bureo.u, Kansas City, lfiumu-i. that thp.t Bur».u hu ol rooord of
insta.nt Ford Oare TR - :

ey

g

S Spooia.l Agmt Jahn also ucorhinod at the Idmtifioation
Bnroau of the Kensas City, Missouri Police Department that that = -
Bureau has no record of anyons by the nmame of Re A, 'Radcn.ff or

Ro Ao Ratoliffs - ~'u_””,t;g,w§$, S Eh L L L , R
Y ORI AL S S ;

’ 'i'uﬂ
"

=« " The su'bstanco of the toregoi:ng .tnfomtion was mrniahod
tho Li.ttle' Rock Division by telogru on Fobmry 18, 1937. . ,4_3_»
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Federal Bureayu of Inveatigation
Muited Hfates Bepartment of Iustice
Post Office Box 1469

Little Reck, Arkensas
February 22, 1937

TO ALL LAY EITORCTMENT OF"ICIATS TN THT STATE OF ARFANSAS:

neference is made to my circular letter of November 30,
1936 requestinz thiat you b2 cn the louok-out for a 1935XFord V-8B
Tudor Sedan, Motor Number 18-1384686 which automobile 1s BI&Ck I
color with greea wire “iHesls.

It has Yeen ascertained that this automobile is now
carrying 1936 Arkansas license 141-596 and, therefore, it would
be appreciated if you will watch for this licenses In the event
eny information is. received concerning this automobile we would
appreciate your immediate advice by teleohoning Little Rock .734
collect or telegraphing this office, the address of which is 500
Rector Building.

Tery truly yours

fradd A,
‘onn B. Littie
Special Agent 1n Chargp

BLD:ATR
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Post Office Box 812
‘Chicago, Illinois

February 26, 1937

CEEEFFLEEFEEEER Y
vy
P
i

Director ‘ 4
. Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washingtony Do Ce . O
. BREXID
Dear 8ir: —

. It is noted in letter of February 80th, 1937 of the
Rock Field Division that Agent D, Pe Sullivan has been ordered to
Washington Field Division for assignmente

Agent Sullivan is now in charge of the detail under my
supervision meking inquiry underoover as to the situation at Hot .
Springs, Arkansas where we are maintaining several tapse The situe
ation there now is that as soon as we make certain additional cheocks
on telephones and particularly as to additional teps on certain
houses of prostitution we will initiate some open inquiry, We expect
to check particularly on two houses which Mayor Leo Pe\McLaughlin
is reputed to owne In open.inquiry we will tx;y"later to successfully

show the harboring of AlvinKarpis by Herbert'Akers as well as tbe
goneral corrupt set up which made this possiblee

It is believed that Agent Sullivan should rem2in at Hot
Springs at lsast until Agent Jo L. Mzdala can replace him for the
time of the undercover inquirye Whea the open inquiry is started
Agents Mrdala and Sulliven should both be there for this wok,

’

¥Will you please 80 arrange the assigmments of Agents Madala
end Sullivan so that either or both can be there for the further
rcover inquiry and both to be there when open inquiry is madee

\
Little Bock )
Cleveland
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Post Offies Box 1469
Little llock. Arkanses

e,ocnl Agont in cwu
- . Wew York Oity, New York

lo«ntly urox-nauon was nmm that o» . :
= Yar¥ (say Ve Pherr) is aov ia Hot 6"“5, u-nam. P
, ut&n; as & bodyguard end exployes of %, 5§ CJacods, Who = . .
Ooatroll lll, nmhun;. ot utorn u aot Sprup. » ‘

It 1s cumstod that hquxy bu uado ooucorn-
1n¢ this person and i{nformation odtained as %o his identity,
ot cetera, and the sems provided the little Rock Divirion a8t
.4 your eerliest convenience, It is &lso requested thst if

' possidble & photograph be obteined and forwarded for the use
_ of this Division, 1%t {s possible that this person is wanteg
by the Stete authori.tios ot Kev Yorx or by the Bew !ocrk 23
POJJ.Q. Dﬁmhehto

. . Jomi B, LITME, . -
ST -_“ © © Bpecial Agent im Charge, .

czuxuiu
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FEDERAL BUREAU or—; INVESTIGATION ERENA
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¥Form No. 1 T ' Yot e

THiscaseoriGINATED AT Cincinnati, Ohio. T I - L.R, riznNo. 7-2 R

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE V PERIOD FOR % * RE"’ORTW“ -

, ) o ] WHICH MADE R

Titttle no’égg'nkanau 311/37 ., /uezo 33/37 B, L. wmon e - DY
Yme GEORGE T NEY; T Wiy o -‘g}v' ot EHARACTER OF CASE ., - N

RIS A N B

DR. JOSEPH PUMCRAN, nih'uiasee - mm,
I. 0. No. 125; ET.4L; : '
EDWLFD GEORGE BHEMER Victim. fi”;_

| KIDNAPING; HARBORING OF I’UGITIVES
j ‘ ®SIRUC‘I'ION OF JUSTICE; .- -i::
'NLTIONAL FIREABIB ACT. .. - .

, 4
3 ';

&

4‘,

SYNOPSIS OF FA‘C‘TS: L Intereating conversations overe
.~ - 7.7 .. heard through tap pn residence . -

: P . telephones of W. S,]Jacobs qnotad- ‘
N oL ~. 7 -. herein, and pertain mostly t$e . o
o= """ gembling activities end legise .- -
% " lative investigetion. lhjorit o

s

report filed by legislative F 3
+ investigating committee, reconnnend- f_ '
% ing impeschment of Circuit Judg
N ~ and grand jury investigation o
R other officials, but report nof;
.owe s . - accepted by House, whigh voted
o egeinst impeschment. Taps bei
re-instelled on telephones of
Police and Ieyor,

T e B . 3
: Report of Special Agent B. L. Daxnron, - e
:":3.',' mttle Ith, A.l‘k., dated Febo 23. 1937Q il ©
:j—,‘. . y‘,‘é. L.

15 previously reported the taps on the police and
Mayor's telephones in Hot Springs, ‘Arkansass, were

. Lo temporarily removed on February 10, 1937, becszuse of

actlnties of telephone compeny employees. Investigetion and inguiries in Hot
/ Springs immedfetely thereafter ami during a pert of the period covered by this
! report disclosed no evidence or indications that the existence or location of

: these teps had been discovered by the telephone company or the subscribers,

|: However, due to the apperent unrest in Hot Springs, caused by the legisletive
‘ investigetion “these taps were not reinstated. On Februery 23, 1927 the .
legisletive ! 1nvestigation ‘terminated- and re-installetion of. these taps was
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'..:authorized ’oy Inspector COn.nelley.' ‘I!he tape will thererore b! E o
reinstated on the morning of rw “ ‘+ ] .-
: : '.‘,l; -T A ;‘,:;.,' ;:’".." ,:‘e-“:-,,, DR ‘ : ’ ey ‘

" Res Legielative Inreetigetion - .
. : of Hot Springs, Ark. L

’ L hearing was held ‘by the{‘gieia‘tive investigetins
committee on the night of February 10th, at which time several
witnesses testified, and same of their testimony sppeared in

- local newspapers, I!he substance of intereeting testimony, as .

- "L D. Oooper, romer President of the chamber ot

appearing in the netepapere, tee: -‘,;f,;‘ . ; o
. Fi-.‘ ‘u‘_‘

Commerce, testiried that he owned no interest in the Southern;

'Clud, but ‘that he hel been receiving checks from W, S. Jscobs for ©

h three or four years, the annuel checks renging from $600.00 to

_:best friends end some years sgo loaned Jacobs e few hundred - ... ' ...

£1,000.00, He testified that he did not know whether he owned
en interest in the Belvedere. He said Mr. Jacobs wes one of his

dollars to go into the motion picture business. The conmi ttee -
indiceted in it's questinging of Mr. Cooper, thet the books

. indiceted he received 1936 dividends of $1,500.00 from the

R

Belvedere am $1,875.00 fram the Southern club. . Mr. Cooper:

cleimed that beceuse of his age (75) his memory was not so - .
good but insisted that he owned no part of the %uthem Club.

B. K, Vernon testified thet he once worked et the
Southern Club, znd in 1931 opened a "bookie" on Broedway;
thet he first sterted to open on Mzlvern Zvenue, but was told
that Judge %Witt said there was a gentleman's agreement not to
heve gembling on Melvern; thet the Sherlff enl Consteble told
them to report in court et times end they were fined $100.00
and coets, they answering to e neme given them by the ofrieers.

iy .ot .\i’n_- ot
.- ; ~

el Walter Ebel newspaper reporter, testiried that J‘.‘cobs
paid him'a weekly ealary of $25.00 "for what publicity I ean™ . !
give the oity;" that he once, vorkeq for Jacobs foyr or five « |
years ago end that Jacobs is now &n endorser on an automobile
note for him. (Note logs showing activities of Ebel.)

Mrs. Gladys Wilson, former Editor of a Hot Springs °*
newspeper called "Public Opinion"™ and now engaged in the loan
business, refused to testify in a public hearing.




The newspapers indicated at this' session or the

L

introduced a statement in ravor ot .Tudse wis, . . .'.Qf 4 .,;

. According to press roleasos the ocmnittee held
another publie hearing on the night of February 11, 1937, -
and then announced the termination of the hearings. T
this keering, according to the newspapers, the folloting ;
.interesting testimony Ias introduced; P Lo o
R . LA e e l““;."lﬁ CEe L a ; ZL;‘R
T Hr. Samuel M. Vudijn testified es to ‘the Yoss of :
approximately $21,000,00 to confidence men and thet he learned
recently thet the money was divided in Hot s;:rings, end thet e

relative of an ofﬁcial“was mixed up in it.v

»

,. : -y R ‘.- X >" P R =

John Zipright, Hot' Sprimgs beer decler, testified to - - -
seeing Judge Earl\Titt on the bench znd he appezred like he
was drinking, but not drunk.

vy Y '.'? *-“ : .

o that Judge Witt was drunk on the occzsion mentioned by Mr, - .
“ ¥ gbright. (Dr. Evens was defeatéd for Stete Senator by Felter:
. TVheetley.)™ Nat W. Burgess, neighbor of Julge Witt, testified,
g tha’c ‘he' h;ad seen .Thd:e E‘itt in a drunken conchtion. s

e AP u.: PO . .<,‘ ', g ag :‘}‘:_.._1 e .ﬁ,_. “ ol L ; .
i Ormend Shaw, Suberintendent of the Inco@e ’rax Divi sion

of the Staté Revenue Depertment, testified es to the following
income tax returns filed with the Ste.te. '

S s - - :‘,-~~ .
R N
-

P 1954 - Archie Ledgerwood @21 264.00 listed es
sclery from W. S. Jacobs, (This person hed previously testified
that he gave §$20,000 to his brother, Municipal Judge Verne .
Ledgerwood, in 1934 as a "gift™ end. thet his’ share of the .. G
‘“ Belvedere wes purehased with ru.nds ‘borrowed trom a men’ who Ts
. now deceased (having been shot recently in the Arlington Hotel)

‘ ‘but he destroyed the note.“i LA

P e R e g Tdgerwood - szz 632,63, (No glfts were =
shmm in either return.) .

1935 - Leo Mcmughlin - 3-,9‘?5 04. Net fraoa business,
$220,00, from Liberty Bonds and $498.32 from rentul property,
making a net income of $6,693,36.

1936 - Houston BEmory - §7,800.00 (salary).

- - e o s e e S gt e S

LT ;" . Dr. M0, Evans, Hot Spnngs chiropractor, tesfitied

o committae e delegation fram Montgomery County. appeared and S

e o4




gatién of business end professionel men of Hot Springs, which™

: as disclosed by hia mamorarﬂua.

" what hed- occurred.s He then of. his own volition told me thet *~
- nis committes was not at ‘a1l seti sried with the ‘State income -

aocording to. he newspapers, a deleg S

on rebruary 11th;

wes 147 in number and included 34 professions and busimesses, *

' 6 ministers, 12 lewyers, several doctors and bankers, introw

duced a statement oritieizing conditions in ‘Hot Springs. ,',The
spokesman of this committee was Mr, Rey S. Smith, real estate .
dealer and romer Secretary of the Democratic Central Comrnittea.

7 For the pnrpose of ascertaming 1f this 1egislative

]invesfigation hed been completed -and other, purposes, the - - Rl

following activity wzs eonducted by Special lgent Je R. CAlhoun,

PR . B -l

"In accoraance nith you,r request that I secu.re tmm

' Mr, Ikek Ty, member of the Arksnsas State I.egislature from Fozﬁyce,

Jrkanses, as much infomation esc possible concerning informction
l:erned by his committee on ccnditiors in Hot Springs, Arksnsss,
I thought best to have him invited to my apartment tc dinner Y'Lther .

- theli telk with him &t the Hotel Merion in Little Rock, irlansas,
" where our presence together might attract attention. Accordmgly

I hed my sister invite Mr. Murry to dinner at the epartment. It
may be stated that, I formerly resided in Fordyce years ago and my
family wes acquainted with the Murry family, although I dld not
know Ike Murry until 1936.- LT ;ﬂ o

-.v \‘—:'w-ﬁ- s -, STy

*T met Mr. Murry in the lobby of the Larion Hotel st
5:45 P.M., on February 17, 1937, in accordénce with errengements
mede with him by my sister, and we went to my apertment at 1009
West 3rd Street. Id did not bring up the subject of Hot Springs,
Arxansas, but Mr. Murry, efter dinner, mentiored Hot Springs,
and I replied that I had been in Washington, D. C., for the .
pest two weeks and had not hed time to read the papers as to | .-

e A

. tax réport of Mayor Leo McLaughlin of Hot Springs, eransas, | »

waich indicated an income of only $5,000,00 to $6, 000,00

... presimedly for the ceslendar year of 1935, He asserted that dt 7 -

did not seem reasonable thet a 'big shot"™ should heve such a
emall comperative rate when gambling records show that a men
named Ledgerwocod, a brother of the Municipal Judge at Hot Springs,
Arkanses, hed received $20,000,00, Murry continued by stating
that the estranged wife of Leo McLaughlin hed sdvised that upon
one occasion recently she observed Leo McLaughlin count out about
$98,000.00 in Government Bonds; she did not know the source of
the same or where they were placed later by her husband.

-4-




o "’3‘?\1“' Ap *’ *t-)’f)j’*‘* aitaioe n;mﬂif“

R S ) "Murry told me H," Brad."
o _head of g ahain of hotels which includes the Hotel Majestic at Ho}

short time ago and had telephoned Cirguit Judge Earl Witt at Hot

and thereby "turn off the heat® to some extent, Witt told
Mconning over.the telsphone thet he thogght favorably of the ,
. auggestion anmd that he would came to Eittle Rock thet afternoon’
$0 see Manning et his office in the Hotel Marion. However, . about
one~-half hour after Manning hal talked over the telephone with'

which time McLaughlin stated emphatically that Judge Witt youla
not resign and thet furthermore, J‘udge ¥itt would not ocme b 1.9
Little Rock at all that day. Leter that afternoon Witt .
telephoned to Mr. Manning that he would come over 1mmediately

and thereupon sent one or two car loads of "bodyguards®™ to Little
Rock end a few of these men watched the approach to the office

of Mr. Mcnning on the mezzanine floor of the Hotel Mzrionm,

vhile others watched the Hotel lobby and some watched outside

" of the Hotel to intercept Judge Fitts
not come to Little Rock &t alla A

B

pered statement; he was put under oath as to the substance of. A
this prepared statement but was not subjected to any questioning.

"Murry stated further that he hed grown up 1n Zrkanses
fairly close to Hot Springs end hed slweys thought of it es
a "wide open town", but that he hal never thought it possible
for a city to be so campletely organiz8d as to eneble & "ring"
to collect ocontributions from everybody in business there, or.
to permit such a low class of .people to gather there end o
""fleece" visitors aml others. : {. ; :é;_:._ Ly ?

‘ mtt was well qualified from a knowledge of lew to be a Circuit
. ‘Judge; but that whisksy hed been his downfell,-&amd that he -
undoubtedly had been put in eés Judge by the Hot Springs "ring"
because they knew that they could deal with him es they

pleased.

"Another thing learned from Murry wes that he had
heard a rumor, the source of which he could not recall, to the
effect that Richard "Dick%/Galetas, now serving e term in the

-5~

Springs, .end the Hotels Marion and Ben McGehes, in Little Rock, had |
become alarmed at the trend -of the Leglslative Committee inquiry . Lo

.»‘,;. "Murry tole xhe that s opinion was that Judge Earl EO

Judge Witt, he received a call from Mayor Leo McLaughlin, at . .. - i

v "Further information’learned from M.u’rj&as that Mayor *:‘ :
Leo McLaughlin appeared before the committee and reed ‘@ pre- -~ g e

P

L

AN n&. I-itflﬂ Rockl,qlrkans“, , Sl

Springs, Arkanses, aml suggested that Witt resign his position R

to confer with him., McLaughlin learned of this latter conversation_ oo

However, Judge Wity di&'“ T

N



sral Penitentiary at ucatrlz.,ns detgmined $o nu x
1 'Le fcLaughlin as soon as he was free fram prisonm, ° mrry asked ; «‘
{ me £¥ I hed heard Any such fumors; I advised him thet I had ne;. "
-+ ] Murry then stated thu} Gelatas wes supposed-to heve beeii ,L '
‘4losely associsted with the Hot Springs "ring®, 'bej.ng a part :
““owner of the Belvedere Gluh, & gerbling resort located Just® .- ¢
. outside the eity. I stated to Murry when Galetes was tried -- f} B
at Kansas City, Missouri, testimony was given indiceting that
Galatas was engaged in sams form of gambling at Hot Springs, _ .
- and hed declared that he was going to live there all his 1ife,
according to newspaper accounts. Murry asked me if my Bureau
had any trouble in securing cooperation with the Police . -
. Depertment at Hot Springs, l&rkensas, and T advised him that I

..had been working on War Risk Insurance cases.all together o.nd -’_':; T
that my. investigetion at Hot Springs esoncerned such cases and *
inquiries made of the Hot. SPrings Poliee 1n these cases pmduced R

“gooperstion from Chief of Deteotives Herbert dkers and Identid
"fication Officer Cecil Brook of the FHot Springs Police -~ .. —:
. Department, inasmuch as such inquiries were &s to the ‘Iocation
""" of streets or the finding of witnesses for interview.

"llurry askqd me if the Bureau had any inforretion to

. 4ndicete that Alvin, Karpis had been in Hot Springs, Arkansas,wx P

or had hsd contect with any of the officials in Hot Springs, .. "~ . -
_&rkansas, end I tbld him that I personally did not know amys -~

" thing concerning Hot Springs, }.rkansas, except regcrding War® .° -

"~ Risk Insurancg cases. . ir % g
7‘ S : Co ’ !
1 D 7 et then stated to' Marry casuall‘y that the newspaper TR

T . gccount for Morlay, February 15, 1537, stated thet the comnittee
: -w7 -~ investigeting Hot Springs, Arhans_s, wculd make e report on

. Vednesdey night, Februery 17, 1937, end Murry stated that the

U -v .. committee wes endeevoring to have e report by that date. He . .

. stated that he would hcve to go immedistely to the Wallece

: Buiidling in Little Rock to attend a meet ing of bis camittee as

4t hed been called for 7:00 o*cléck, - I then drove Mr. Murry -
"to the Hotel l&:rion, where he got}out of vmy car; ,» :

Y 7_,‘}7 aele g\' ?‘ R ! ""

: ?" "Mr. 5lmrr;(; Jwés 1n%my ccmpeny rrom 8: 45 P.M. until 2 few .
R minutes arter 9:00 o'clock in the evening, our’ conversation )
regarding ‘Bot' Springe did, .not lest & long, time for. the reason that
"“Y a1d not think 1 edvisable to meke any inquiry for the reason™ °
that he might think thet I was endeavoring to get information
fram him. 4s I stated previously, my family knew the Murry
femily in Fordyce, drkansas, many yeers ago, but my acquaintence
vith Mr. Ide Murry is very limited. He has served as room

C -




. cler‘k at the Hefel' Kilgore r111 ?ordyce, lrkansas, during the
evenings end I ‘heve been at that Hotel on perhéps one-hel £ dozen

occasions since I was transferred to Little Rock, Arkensas,’ in U _

May, 1935, I 4id not know his identity until the 26th day of e T

December, 1936, when he talked with me in the Hotel dining’ room -

at Fordyce eni mentioned that he was interested in making ... 2

applicetion for appointment as a Special Agent in the Bureem, a8

he was an attorney-at-law.* I knew previously thet there was an

Ike Murry who wes a member of the Legislature from Fordyce, .-

but I had thought {t was his tather, Ike Murry, Sr¢ I do not’

. know enything as to the reliability of Mr, Tke mu'ry, Jre o the -

T, member of the I.egislature, but his fem.tly has always been vell ‘4,,"~ ;

' regarded in Fordyce, Arkansu.’ ”' HA RO o

A,

e “'!

oo ;«'; - R , Subsequent to the above activity by Special 1gent
ks R ' J. R. Celhoun, end on February 18, 1937 the committee filed '
RSN two reports with the House of Representetives. The majority

report, signed by Representztives W. M. Thompson (chairmen}),
Lee Nichols tnd Ike Murry, reconmended impeachment proceedings

" egainst Circuit Judge Earl Witt, the appointment of a new judge -
pending impeachment proceedings with new jury commissioners and
e new grend jury selected at Hot Springs $o investigete misfesseance .
end nonfeasance in office on the ‘pert of officiels at Eot Springs.
The minority report, submitted by Beprestntatives Pet Robisson .
end Fred Jones, steted they found no just grounds for further .
ection by the Legislature emd recommended thet further action
be indefinitely postponed., The minority report further steted
that they were of the opinion the investigatmn was not feir or
imp&rtial- ’ g . f;,:‘-'_,: R

Y

, On this dete both reports were referred by the Specker,
to the Judiciery Commitiee for appropriete ection, However, on
Februery 19, 1937 the Judiciary Committee reported a vote of -
27 to 2 on a mot ion, that the matter be teken out of it's he.nds s

v as they"didn't want ‘to. heve anything to do with 1t.™  The matter a
. was then referred to. the’ House as a Gommittee Lof}_the Whole for
'appropriate action. oo Tt s L

On February 22 1937 the House, ecting as a COmmittee

of the Whole, passed a resolution not to wte impeachment by e

vote of 70 to 20 and thus terminated the legisletive investigation.
The newspaper articles reporting this mctivity quoted Representative
Lee Nichols as stating there were 700 pasges of testimonytranscribed end
100 peges yet to be typed. Discreet inquiries will be mede to
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’ "ascertain 1t this testimony can bqy obtained and examined
the Little Bock Division.... W VMR e A gAYy

- ¥ : Y A '*" PRI T *«; .l - 5
. . P R 'I'he rollowing eouversationa of i.nterest_to this R
1nveat1gtion ere teken from the logs submitted as to the tap A
T on telephona No. 2115 the residence or I. S. J’aoobv % "
- . . !'ebruery 11, 1937 =
12:40 P.M., 1ncom1ng on Fo. 2115 T :r.M.J'.

Mr, Bernard Machino (phonttic) or Mamphis, 'renn., ealled Qn long distance.
&rter exchanga of personal greettngs, gtc - poE L ]
. ":_' } _;‘ S \--&(: i 1»».-'1"'
A Bernardx _ . . Say, that Chaifmon of the raoing commi ssion Hilliard ig
3 S 7+ 7 @ personal friend of mine - you know, 'he was one ef
B Lt ;. :I' g Bailey s first appointeee. He lives et Winn, Ark. H_a
e ST Si 0 18 'a right guy, end 1f you want to'talk to him you can
give me as a reference. I &«eked him if he knew you and
thet eny fevor shown you would be epprecisted.

- Jecobsg P Thanks, I sure need it,

B Bernard -1 wYou cen contect him if you want to, end say I told you-to-
S . "% " -look him up, He told me th:lngs may come out OK for you. -
< J’ecobs~ : Thenks, that's fine, - - . : 3 e

- ¢y« . ; Bernards | . Give my regerds to Harry.
o Jecobst ‘ OK, good bye._i ‘ ; ' _ ;4
- ' (The identities of Bernard Machino and Harry are unlmown
at this time.) SR LTL ; . :
< 12:50 P.M., outgoing on No. BLS L v s ’-M-J-

Jecobs: Called 1065 (Southern Club) and asked Roscoe to 1ook A
e ‘ up amount "Phillips" owed et Chicago Club, as he )
uwcnted to charge it orr on.his tax return. :_\ . L

;.and $150. Tor wire servich e ‘_:‘;i EER R
That's right.” I knew it waes a little over snoo.

("Roscoe" apparently is Roscoe .Tohnson. Phillips appears
to be Norwood Phillips, part owner of the Chicago Club.)

J‘e.éoﬁs: -

w8
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1993 unna HoweN) s

,Lnnn. Hellg, ™ ¢ - . & : :
-Jacobs: -~ We need about tonr girls ; - e
dnna: - - - Oh yeah! . R A '

Jecobs: " That's right “the Government rogulations aa.y we've got %o
.. 7% have a 800k, 8 chambsmaid, a house maid -.nd - houso 5o
T , ) arl' . ‘ ‘ ) .. --‘«‘, i LT o Coe e ., s

“ 0 Wowldn's I do? e S A L

. Yeah, Ebel'a over here, we just tiniahed aupper. He“aayl
s we need five girls. I told him he wouldn't need four or .
7w five 1lke you, you could J--z all five of them. -7 '
' ;- Well if he heard what you just said you tell him you werc f:.,
. Lo talld.ng to a gal neme Smith, )
Jacobas U Iell you ecould, couldn't you?" ;
dnpa: ©; %% I don't want but one at a time,
" Jacobss™ T2 - Wouldn't you go with all of them? *

Anna: Naw, only one. That's you. (I.aughs)
ST Jacobs: Atte kid, Sey, how would you like to go to Glenwood?
e Anne: ‘ Swell, and then to Caddo, for a swim.
o Jaoobs i #+ ™ «.. I'll be by to git che in thirty. minu_te_s‘. . i
co0 dnar 0 Thet'll be swell. ool gt e
- e - The woman naned A.nna 1s evidently MSs ‘Anha Howani ‘824 W

‘Grand, Hot Springs, arkansas. (Evel epparently refers to
Eclter Ebel, newspaper reporter. The identity of Antia

L “ee 77 Howard s unknova, nor is the addresa 824 West Grend knonm -
» to reporting agent.)‘ T T e e

.. 8s 25 PH 1nco:n1ng on No. 2115

.Tacob3° o Hello. PRSI '

_ Mayor:. .. . "o Have you heerd an.ything? ;‘ A

" Jacobst® .. Yeah. . Have you? - z .
Mayorx s ’

Ire o TR K - . p ' ) - g LAt . :
l;:ngaz & ' You know, th:l.s tellow Ebel 3 I was just 5ett1n first hend dope
R ‘from him when ‘you cailed: T don't ‘want my lack of * "
oL - education to get this information mixed up, let me get
' it straight from Ebel. (He called Ebel and asked him to
-tell the partyon the other end of the wire what heppened

- this morningj.

Dg-



'.‘_"'Uell, thia ulson toxnan was testitylng endl they aaid her '
_ testimony was hearsay ovidenco gethered from triends,
and unless she had direct @evidence to get off the atando

Jacobs:

Did you hear what Ebel said® %% o
Mayor: ' Yeah, she's just-an old ecountry voman A
Jacobs: . .. Ebel tells me Ray Vantire (phonetic) und some others hav.
S gone over tonighs,
Mayor: : " Yeah, I told "Jim"™ to sit 1n and usten to everything. Eo'
_ S about that other thing, Did you do thet today?
- Jacobs: - . You mean Verne (phonetic)? .Yeah, we gave him the one, tvo,
LTS ¥ . three today. He'a all right now. Ihgt was that acun oo
sttt friend told you?. b
* Meyois .-~ .. Some friends told me about quon He vanted Hinsey (phonetic)
o ' ~ . Meens and Witt impeached. Sl :‘ R TR )
Jecobss . - - He's & damn fooly =, 7% : o R
Mayors - - Yesh. I heard a lot or ther were playing both siaea. Watt -

is playing both sides, I was telking to him today. He

says that over at the Gazette todey when Bailey valked

C e e "~ in they were all for Bailey. Thet's netural I reckon, but
R the folks over in Little Rock agre getting God demm” L
S P TP disgusted ‘with the committee., They are beginning to see
.77 . that the whole thing is just a political battle between o

CO . B O = the "outs" end the"ins" £ AP ST S g__
' "+ Jacobs: . = I'mgled those folks went over there tonight. ow
Mayor:, - " It's perfect, demn 'em.- Théy're in middle of the pot now,
_ end boiling like helly . -
Jacobss - . . Yeeh, and Ebel says Walter Boys (phonetic) over at the Gazette

scid Wells was the whole shou, said Smith and ¥ells went

. over but %ood side stepped.« .. ., v -

Mayor: Persomlly I think they are ell G'od damn anxious to find out
S why you end I are such good friends, they've been trying
.-+ . to figure it out for 15 yeers; ' They cen'$ figure ho- .

L Eh you sre my friend if I'm not~ tied up in. gembling, - .»"" .
i"':They're ‘erazy. . By the wey, "$wo of the boys ceme up %o the ?
-Ohio todey amd esk if we were booking horses there," they
| - L g ‘« told Tem "No.‘ : . Then they said 3oy better get them two_.
. T B wheels out, U ;

ERL sl Mayorsi et T Well,  thet's all rig‘nt, I’n aee about thai later. "
. Jacobs : . Well, I'll see you later. I
Mayor: - 411 right.

(Ebel apparently is Walter Ebel, newspaper reporter.
"Wilson women™ apparently refers to Gledys Wilson, former
editor of the newspaper, Public Opinion at Hot Springs.
Ray epparently refers to Ray S. Smith, reel estete men
hereinbefore mentioned. ™Jim" appcrently refers to



‘Man:

Jecobs:
Nen:

Man:
Jacobs:
Men:

Men:

Jacobs:

J’acobs_: '

Jacobst B

L

Jacobss .-

Jacobss -

11:45 LM., 1noaning on No. 2115

Jecobs:

. of the Gramd Jury 1nveatigati.ug the John: Dickson case.
-z 'Hensey epparently refers to’ Housley, the cOunty Iudge.

Representative .Tanes Campbell.~ Vorne my refer to VYerne 7.
‘Ledgerwood, mnioipal Julge. One Boy 'raylor was a memher"'. s

" The '1dentity of Msens is’ unknown., Watt ‘dpparently refers s
" $o Sam Watt. Bailey appremtly refers to. -Governor Carl -
Bailey,  The identity of Wells is unknown, Smith’ L
npparently refers to Brad Smith, fonner Sheritt, and Wood i
apparently 1s Scott Iood. S S T

"',.
'..""

- - .,-,- ék & .- .~5~
HellQQ .‘, L y R § . . v.Xe i ’ L" s ;15
', Well,"I've got those ﬁgurea up. Do you vant to show each
man's selery Beparate? . -u:t ‘i L el

Yes, we've got to pay the Government 2% on everything we .
peid out last year, vinclu:hng individuel selaries. ~ . =70

I've got ell the saleries listed and eech men’s name by his ’
selary, is thet whet you wanted?

I think so, but cell Johnny at 109 (J. H, Morris Ins. Co.)

. Yo meke sure, he's gotta make up those returns, They've.

were oomine up this morrnng. . s
“You haven't heani the results yet? »'{; ‘«? }
No. - .+ : T

They found scme rac:.ng sheets in the place, didn't they? -

Yegh," .

. Thet's bed . They G‘ngxlt not to le tve those laylng “eround .

I told Judge Ledgerwood ebout this, I explained to him we

. didn't have.no booking going on, the lights hedn't been
turned on back in the room but twice, - . - "= %

5 putting knoek—out dropa,'
fb&r._ Fhet about thet?

"ei_lew fly" 1n’?the beer at the
Well "he’ (evidently ‘the bar tender) edmitied he h%d put

‘ . #,. same, "shew fly® drops in’ a cowple of drxmkards' beer, said-,

~they were bar room pests, ‘mede them both’ sick st the -
stomaech, ‘He said he got the drops at the drug store,
" Just for these two. :

I don't know where Dutch gets @1l his informetion. You'd
think e hundred people hal been drugged to hear him.

~11-

: got to ‘be exact this yeaz', not approxime.tely, as tast year. o
OK, I'11 cell Johnny, - .
. Whet haeppened 'in Police COurt this moming about those boo‘cies?
% I met the Meyor while ago Just as he csme ;n, he said they o

Dutch :.kers came by yesterdgy and said he heani they were



Ml I'll call Johnny about this tex business, it's .
- @oing to emount to quite a Bit."" The shleries aloms *7¢ %" .~

“amount to $42,000. - I know, I've got_ the figures hero,

-in fact, to be 'exaot it is W,S‘?B GO. That's a lot.:

i of momey.~tc ¢ - B~ : o, )
o Yeah, the other will run it up some mnre, Betore ¥you get DA
L 1t allu;:and turn it inm, lctme see 1t anﬂ seei_fwe T

“° oan'§ cut it e littlu. 1= SR .

N 3

RO

. ~< 1.-"

'I'he 1ast paragraph ot the above nom‘érnﬂion would 1ndicato
that W. S. Jacobs waw planning to connive in some manner to
falsify his statement of expenses for the year, in an effort
to defraud the Government. He was ar.ldently telking to .
‘one of his employees at the Ohio or Southern, es:some

-~ ; kS o * mention was mede yesterlay of ﬁetectives caning “t9 the Ohio.,i
ot ) a cigar store and gembling den. Lo _ - .
'u' ‘.f('..k. PR T «;‘ ,~-’.""“- -7 ¥ ’ - 2
S S (Telephone 109 13 listed to the Morris Inaurance &gen.cy, "

eoz\L Central &venue.) 35

RE SRRt

12 03 P.u.., outgoing on Mo. 211‘

Johnny mOrris. Called 116 (iiiler's Cigar Store). Spoke to Pill Erk (phonetic).

Blll' * Do you want each man seperate or the whole payroll together, - ..
SRR "beceuse I hed some part time'men end in order to make up '

for thet, I gave same others credit even though they

.e

e 7 "y _.only wor}'ed three mcuths.., T ‘gave them eredit for & yecr,
- Johnny: % ‘I‘hat's 2l)l right for last year, but this year s must have .
e o , "each men and the amount. Keep the horse book separate )

. ~ from tne ganblingt
Bill. e OI. AP

e o e

7:30 P.l, outgoing on No. 2115 TOMT,
Leo éalled #3217 (Mack %ilson, County Clerk) and spoke to man who he eddressed
"dzck", Mack _ev_ig_len;ly t{estified yes_ter*ay befqre g_or;mitteg regerding
"~:_'POll__.rt.&Xa_. - D oo e TN e ek et R ; T .

.,,Look as if thlngs ara-falling anay there. F2 . o
- Yes, it is disgusting.._ It seems &s if they ere having ok
~ “more trouble turnmg the thing loose, and wish they hod not
Gt&rteﬂ 1t0 m '3 X '."‘t“ ?‘-{ "' Y ""‘ "‘« A 3 -'-"Jg >1-'»’" V"v':.“""a‘ &
'I‘hey ‘don't havb.-p.othing at all, There was no face there

yesterdey that discppointed me. -
I told them that the reason for the drop in poll tex was

due to the fact thet the women didn't seem to vote on

off elections.

R S PR T SN et T RT R BT Ry SRS T e S




_':f-,...': g * ;v I '—h'} .¢~ ;p.& A-!»lz'\#vfcﬂ)w
“ You madle @ very good witnesas 5
’v They 41dn*t look et the papers, i< v:. Ho
They- don't went the truth. I hear lt 13 going to turn out
© very good for the officials: °
Yes, T guoss s0 ~ I didn't want to taik to you dunng ‘the
mess, but knew if you wanted me for anything you would call,
. They were trying to show some official graft, but couldn't
£ind any - our rrilnds 1n orrice will ba atronger than ~
over. .
1 guess they '111. .

3
’L t’

(This converaation appears to be between Mayor I.eo McLaughlin
" end Mack Wilson, County COllector, ‘the latter of whom testiried
before the 1egislative investigating committea.) el

Februax;x is. lgzr

(9:25 J\.m., incorm.ng on No. 2116 . B.}M.S. -

LA T R v . . N = . LY

Tecdbss . ."fei'f T Hello. AR

Mayors -~ " Eerl (J’udge Earl mtt) Just called me and said they errested
T y 7.7+ all the boys that were 'booking yesterday. I reckon we

‘»4 . A<, : . N ,;3-;.,3',.\": N

T

Sk T %"3 ; better stop all boold.ng until this thing 1s over. e
! Jacobs: ‘ A1l rightie, thanks. AN ] '
4 Mayor: 7 ";.'fj-f A.ll right. L PRIO M e
. 9:28 A.M., outgonlg on No. 2115‘__,. SR S B,M.S.
Jacobss - - . (Called 210 {Ohio cigar Store)) ‘Is Mr. Young there?
Men: - No. " - L e L “ X
Jacobs: Is Brownie there? ~ ‘~f ' St C C o g
-Men: - ..~ -Yes (He cells Brornie to phone.);Af-,i‘- . e o
~ Brownie: . - ¢ All rig‘ht. ‘:._w L ‘ : ; Lo
- Jacobs: .~ i Brownie, they called._ ne upxand told me we'd have to ‘gquis: .
S AL I booking, so dm't book any 1n ‘the store todey, if you see
ST ‘any bets take 'em esross to 2 hotel _Toom, you know. RS

: Brownie: - OK, thanks, m-. *J'acobs;"' 1 L e
Lt iy R el g B e ~ i e TS
9:33 4.M., outgoing on No. 2115 o ' ' B.l.S.
Jacobs: 1065 (Southern Griu)
Mzn Hello.
Jacobs: Has Roscoe (Johnson) come down yet?
Man: Yes.
Roscoe: Hello,

13-



. Jhey called me and said the dge told. bhim we'd better . ...
- qui$ booking the horses today, ~ If you see any beta PP
though, take Yem down the street or across to the
; hotel. ‘Don't pass *am up.* TR T SN B3 : b
*.> Sure, I kmow, Say I picked up soma good money on the laat S
- race yesterday, maie five even.” Old man Jack (phonetic)
wanted 2000, another tellov had 1000. I had two and i
Smitty hed two nrty. S BT e e T e
You musta won, - . .. _ '-,"—“‘- o B Co
¥e did, two to one, .
Thet's good. Listen, 1t Ray ('I'om Ray?) ‘oomes aroum, .
:ake him and. e coups more over to a ronm and take their
ets. AT A
411 right, you comins around? ok "":;jj;._x
- No, I'm going to Belvadere to pay oft. / AP
v OK, see you lateto b

("Smitty" appareutly retere to captain um. Smith, associato
ct Jacoba.3 : : oy

7 55 P. M., incoming No. 2115 .T.M..T.

8 01 P.M., outgoing on No. 2115 5

Hello. , e e .
Well, whatd}[eknow? L L g B ?""73'-7.""‘/:~ .

No, heven't heard & thing today. ’ 2
I just wondered if there was anything to what Harrison told
=: you in that letter.™. _:;:;,ué:‘ N PR
No, I don't think so, he's tr"mg to get elected to saome
sort of politicel job, nothing 'to it._ Seems to be quite
a few people in town todsy., . ' T
. Yeah, picking up. Well, that's ell I wented to know, .
" 0K I'll ‘see you later. ';'- -

- v

=

_(The identity of. Harrison 13 unlmown.)

. was anybody arcund? v:. wu“ s

No, we singled them all ‘out end kept the plece thinned
out today.

Make any bets?

Oh yeah, couple $10 and the rest $2 ones.

Thatts good, I'll see you then,

0.K.




Y

L

Pebruery l4, 1937

mLaughlin (Mayor) placad Ipns dietunce call to Crip Hall (phonetic),
‘Iittle Rock; Ark. (Seeretary of State) ¢ Yo 1.
= McLaughlins "Grip (phonstic) - Leo « you m.tght tell that big fellot

e . we got two boys and one in the Senate that will vete
eny way he wants and they are ‘here for him, .

‘Halls Now, Leo, I tell you,'I am laying out of that tight. Ha's
: oo going to lose thet, You nnt ‘me to toll him 1n tho ‘
v . 77 morning? S :
3 McLeughling .Yes, you ecan tell him they are tor hia use - they l-ill g . -

. \ D eny way he wants thems . 77 °. ... .0 —”/,/r//
A Hall: = - .. A1l right. 1I'll tell him in the morning. PR T
71\’ MoLeughling T wes over in one of these small tomng fhis eftermoon - ih a

A S T SO L ﬁlung station, enl & tello' was in there and he maie a

T o .o - ™orack -ebout that bdill thet didn't sound so good, When .
BT P . he went out I esked who he was,. They told me he was a
Saam T L TR T d e ({ndietinet) - w4 Now you kno' elections are made . -
) . in these filling stations, * - B
Hall: Now just between you eni me, I told him he had better put
some amendments on that bill - let the Senste pick one and
siteFer o the house pick one, if he wents that thing to go through. | .
' T Now this is confldential ‘the press hasn't gotten this, . ‘
.= . but he 1s going to moonmend that 1n his speech. I'll S
vl 7T telk to Wheatlyd nonT YL oa whe ik "
‘ Ii»IcL‘aughlin: ;j" .. These boys talked to me and said he was in trouble, ani said
S "'?.. ", they would help him - if it came through me, - o+
" Hall: - -1 think 1 can pess the Senate, if - (interrupted)..
McLaughlin' Yes, but thet bank refund bill has got a God damn lot of

: . .. fire in it. . - - )
Hall: %Well, now let me get it clear, you want ne to tell him you \

have three boys who will vote for him -~ go all the way -
' ‘ A with him? L
*JcLaughlin. . Yes, you cen tell him that. I'll guerantee that « they'll

: vote anything and say anything he wants them to., =~ .
: All righte .I'11 tell him in the_mornmg You v.ant xne to
;. call you and tell you? W s

: . ate Tha "two boys znd
'one in the Senate" appa:ently fefers to State’ Representatlves
James R. Campbell end Erneat Maner end State Senator Wclter

Wheatley. The dbig fellow apparently refers to Governor )

Bailey, )

g
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o

1 14 ,P.M., outgoing o No. 2115 3
Lk S wt '
J‘acobs placed long distance call to 'Cg_dnlae 59?4 Detroi'b ).
T Answering Party: Belloy-. " ~. ¢ :&q ’ e T )
o "Jacobs: © _ Eello, thie is J’acoba at Hot Spi'u:gu ;:;, e -
AP ‘v Well, hsllo, Jake, Hear you had a little tough 1nck.,
Jacobs: e Oh, & little - those things will happen.  Say, I savad
. ..i -.: baek the centers of my :heels and I went to leo 111
-7 "0 1 can get some Timse' ” 4 Bt ames oL
A.P, "7 Oh, I think so, Jake, . .7 e ST
Jacobs: - - - Nov what will that run, tor me. to aend the centera up and
T 70T " " get the rims? ¢ .o 2T
: APy ¢ Uait a minute, I'd better let you talk to Mr. l—-—(indistinct)
el T T nJust A minute. (party referred to connects) . .wi, T T
© 7. Jacobs: . Hello, Dutch, they didn't get my bowls, I had Yem 1n ths o
T -+ %.: . . safe end I want to know what it would cost me.to get my [ .
S i .. U557 Jheels fixed ups The rims, you know, I'vé got the centers, .
Dutch: Thy, yes, Jeke we cen do that, sure. It won't cost you much.
T Jacobs: ¥%ell nor what will that run up to? They didn't take the
e e e centers, legs eand tops of tebles - I've got &ll that stuff,
Duteh: :+'."  .Well.mow, let's see (1ndi§tinct tiguring).- That will run ebout
- U7 7. $100 @ rim. Think you ere going to ‘get started up soon?
© " -Jacobst .  : Well, I'm just figuring on getting’ some tools ~ 4t isn't .
.. xl  teom -4 straightened out yet - mey get in jJedl.” T Lo o4 & .
Dutgh: . "+ Well, I £ell you J'ake, ‘we cen fix that up for you in goodI T
T shape in no time. .Tust express it up. Semd ellthe stuff '
A T © ""you got, ‘the base, legs, ‘ete.} and I'11 put & men on it
- ) - right eway and you will heve it back in ten deys.
Jecobs: - I'm getting 1t up to you rig’nt ewey. :
~ Dutchs . ) . In the meentime, if you see you ere going to get sterted, cell

me and let me know, and I'll send you some new stuff -

you know - for higher ups. - I mey get dowvn there soon, to
. take some bathss I em felling kinda down. - _ -
Come on down ~ the racea open u,p sooné and. the pe%ple ere:

“coming on Angie - < el 2L
So ‘you think yon ‘are getting things straightened out dom
. the:e? s %"' gLt e o :
'. Well T think tley '111. 'I‘hey ere trying to ,impeach
¥, "our man,~but I don't think they wiiy #ai iy gt
Té-c;nversation ¢losed with usual bidding;s or good bye.)

.r’ s

\»«

Mayor Leo McLaughlin e2lled Hazel Marsh hi s secretery, at
9:20 P.il., this date from Mr. Jacobs' residence and the conversztion indiceted
intimate relations between the two.




February 16, 1937

7105 y.u., 1nccmins an ho. 2115

L Jetobs:

~ Johnt

-

Jacobs:
Johms -
‘Jacobs:

.. Johms

1

Jecobs $
Iohn' :

'i

lho is this?\
J’acobp talking, .
This is John,

o kP
I got those thingl.
:_'lell, goodl TFinel . . . " R A :

If you can get the other receipts I camget the other stufe,

Now, let's see ~- Roscoe got his === {interrupted)

- Whet else you got w= rims? -You set thoae receipta.

Where are you now? I.tttle Bock? ;
No, I justgotintom. P
' I.et's see -« Roscoe hes some (1nterruptod) ;
;I tell you what « we‘ll eheck uy on 1% tomrrov when I
: 'bring the stutt; Tao - >

L

o ('I'he ‘above conversgtion apperently rerers to t

o ‘réturn of
: booke seized in the ra:ld by State o

Reve nue Agen

Febmmy 17 1937

lO 28 A.L.., incoming on No. 21].R ‘

'I acobs:

Jeke, Gil Wooten, &rkansas Bank. _Need é'litt_le Pécket

. Wootens - %

J aéobgg
A ¥ootens
Jecobs s

Wooten:
Jecobs:

Tootem;
_Jecobs: .

Jacobs ¢
Man:
Jacobs:
Man:
Jacobs:

Man:

_ change this morning?

I ve got tv.o

%ell, caue on down end bring your recelpté. .
o I sold your stock.

) cashier's checks £or you for $2500 each.
Can't I send somebody? .

Yech, I cen fix it thet way.. -~ = :
¥ell, Johnny korris does the v.ork on my boo}.s for me, he'll
~ be down end sign for them,

There'll be a §¢ per shere Government tax for transfer.
Thet's all rights Thanks very much, you'll be x.ell paid.

_‘All right, goodbye; .

COMr. .Taccbe‘ our ‘man got arunk 1ast night .and 'e're gota’ '

. pobody to run the mechine today, ©

Well, don't let anybody know, if you do it*'ll be all over town,

%het we gonna do?

Is Memphis bookies open?

No, they're closed too.

Well, take the winners and the scratches from the redio, then
cgll in every once in a while.
work it out that wey.

Thet*s all right.

Nobody'll find out, you can



e

J’aoobs:
Miller:

B Y
. o ae
w e,

Jacobs:

- Mil_ler§ LS

-

7 22 P.M., outgoing on No. 2115

J’acobs:

L. D,
Jecobs

Poloskis
Jecobs:
Polosky:
Jacobs:

o

- Poloskys - Do

_ Jecobs?
Polo skt :
Jacobss ¥

. Polosids . .;

Tacobst”

Poloski ‘,

Jacobs:
Poloski:

.";a\ ;

R
i

523 Vino Btg .
Shreveport I.a.

Sorry cannot use your toola

. P 4.8 e S e
\g T H' ":;“'_' o - 'o 80 Jﬂcﬂbso - ~ :.,,.'
b . - " B

(Tools apparently retera to gambling equipment )

Hello. : ; it -

Mr. Jacobs, thia 13 Bill mner._ ‘There ves a Goverment
» man checking our beer license today. He seid they were

 going to turn in the report tomorrow and that we could
all get our books back,

Yeah, I know it. Johnny got curs beck today.

OK just though I'd te]l you.

i
’ "—".‘S !

I.ong distanca. ?f
Long distance, S T T ' M
This is Jacobs, 2115 calling Louie Polosky (TJlow ki)
et the Albert Pike Hotel or 4-7251 thtle Roc k.

Hello, - Ta ot L :

How ye bes - . _-,- Lo
A1l right J’ake. ’ “ .
Whatdyeknow? .
The report goes 1n tcmorro
In our ‘favor, of oourau

= You poaitive of that? LIRS, L o
No, but I heard they wmt -} amrt ,the responsibilityg

“¥We hal & couple of flashes ‘that Mirray end Niciols ad g Ve

fight and it wes going the other way.
Nichols iz the fifth man, you knowe I heard he wanted to

pass the buck to the house, They're gonna teke it up

in the morning.
There'll be no way of knowing until then, eh?
Well, I'm going down to the station now to mall a letter.

If I hear anything on the way back, I'll let you know.

-15-




Jacobs: 41l the boys over here talked to Mchols todey, but he's
not to be depended on. He took Miller's license over
. #. . there, 4f he hal taken mine I would have had him oo
‘ - arrested, he's lieleé to get the Govemment on hlni
 for thats . I’ $ust wiah he had taken minge L0 .
I~'11 eall you tonight if I hear anything at” ull, dtherwiab
3I'11 eall yon in the morning, If they don't pass o it
-"tomorrow it vill bb next taok; ) Thompson IilL probably

-
\
”-
&
u-

Jacobs:

(th:ln oonveraation pertaina 1;0 tho 198181“1" lnveatiu.' j’
sating commttteo.) ' , o

/'.

»
A'ti

'-55 P.M;. outgoins en Nb. 18

. v,-v ;-‘.'v"

¢

lhyor I.eo McLaughlin called Iong Distanc oo,
; Leos - 7, . Long distence this is 2115 call:lng B l‘arrie 111 I.ittle Roc!:
ot Littlo n. Opr. "“We have E, L, Farris at 5112 end 3_0483. (Operator eallei

B . Farris et his home* - 3~0483). T VO N
Mrs. Farria. .. Mr, ¥arris.{s having dimer at the Hotel llarion. o

* Operator: Hed him peged tlere,’
R Farris: Hello.
o R Leo: Ed, this is Leo.
VSRS Ferris W Wait I.eo, I'll call you back fram e pay etation booth.a ot
Lo s - {Be 41d) - o P
" Leo: .- o R, I called you a‘bout two things, first I was talking to

Earl a while 8go, and he told me what you tola him, vha’c
iy Jake hel ‘said pbout me, vhen you viere talking to Jekeo f -
‘ Thet's right, o o
" Jeke must lave been ri'bbing you Ed he fnuet have been

: - ., . clowning or kidding ome, you know I never $o0ld Jeke any
s © 7 -+« such dammgthings. vy s e PSR Y

., Ferris: . I didn't think so, but I I told Witt Just what Jake told me.
4T .. L TET o Take ought to cut out such bull----, it's liable to put
R you in the middle, ..« : “w VN

Leo: ., - . . Joke must have been rigbing.‘

_ Farris: i <7 Yes, Watt. Ea - :
Leos ﬂell no wonder, *J’ake and Fatt are elways ribbing eech ol:her.
b 8 Here's the $hing Leoy: I've got no. demn business being in

. on th:ls thing at all but I've tried to be & good friend

:."" ’

Wes anyone else present?

N

o

i‘I knO' thﬂt‘ mﬁ ,&'!u% ';r_ “j‘\““z” V”"““ 3
You know $00, that Grehan (Marion?s‘ Anderson and mse WItt
are both friends of mine, that's why I told Witt what Jake
said. Do you want me to tell you over the phone what Jake
- said. . .

«]9-




Yesh, it's &ll right, go aheead, :

- Nell, Jake sajd you were really in tith Governor Balle;rr T

and through him you were going to gez some of the - B

'*';‘represantativaa."": -

- You know dam well I didn't mal;e any such ;tatement. :

%7 I know 4%, end 14 male. me m:l: 3 N CL

..+ The whole thing is $nis Ed, - “The !,nvestigation l-eally

. 'started out on Earl Witt, and before they got through

.. they were investigating me as much as they were Earl,

<, The only ones thet knew a dam thing about me are those

" $wo preachers. You know about my divorce. That's why

- I hate to come over $o Little Rock, Every time I do

° _ tiose two damn preachers “tail® s, they know every

- where I go, every romm I'm j . Ptang .

I know there's a lot of bull--e-w going around I.eo, that'a - .

C'" . why I've. kept quiet ‘to everybody except Witt gbout what
" - . Jeke said. Kow listen, I'11 tell you something else e

" Jeké told me. T heven't told anybody this, end em not, ~ -

except you. He sald he ‘heard you talking to .Carl Bailey !

over ‘the phone, he said he ‘¥ag on an upstairs’ phone ol

listening, I'm not going to tell enybody that. '

B e S

m ek,

. —

Leo: Plecse don't, Jake's crazy &s hell., He ought to guit
. talking like that, that'll put me in the middle sure :
R ?",r" e F. - enough‘ ‘«t v_g e -..- -t :;___‘.t_i,:'v-;u‘w -l e e e’ Ledte - ’J//d’/ .
Farris- .. I won't say a word, v i o TS A
Leot - .- : The other thing I want ed to ssk you abcut is why the

commission’ won't let "Doc" work out at the track, -

© Farris: sl - They just don’t went "Doc." out there‘ ‘l‘hey hnve their own
“Leor - (. 7 7. well) what about this men Hanmett? S T
 Farris: .. ¥ho? =~ - a <
Leo: . = 7t It's Hamett or Ha:nmond, he was recommended by Hilliard.
Ferris: .“. . The commission is opposed to Hilliard,
Leo: - ¥ell, please keep us out of the middle on this,

Ferris: - .-~ . I'1ll try to, but the commission don't went to interfere.
Leo: P _Seller (Cella)(phonetic) did not want to’ get cross with the
i commission, .. - . . .

Now listep, Leo.

- was told that ‘the Governor would recommend Ray. Hilliard
%, celled me end wented me to recommend Hemmond, - "

2 L\ Farr.tSL % w .,ée;;,;Supposa you wait a coane or days to see what the commssion
) - d033v v h
Leo: Whet can I tell Hilliard ir he calls ne?
Farris: Just tell him you ere marking time for e few deys.
Leo: Thenks, Ed.
Ferris: . I'1l be over there sometime tomorrow and cell you.
Leo: ‘ OK.
(EA Farris is Secretery of the Racing Coxnmi ssion. ) \
-20- ‘
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Februery 18, 1937

12:05 P.M., outgoing on No. 2115 . ' B.M.S,

‘:_,. J‘acobs 2115'
an; Hello. (Probably "The jIe" «.Loui
Jecobss: * Vatdezesax? e o ' il :
Man: . X Just saw the report, .{t'a 3 %o 8 1n favor or 1mpeachment. ‘
Jacobs: Is that public knowledge yet?. - £ .} . AU S
Man: .- Fo, but it W 11 be this afternooh, “Phey are going 40 5
" _present 1t before lunch, Robertgon end Jones are going - -
. . %o present e m.inority report. Thompson, Murray end Nichols
T T form the majoritn St e e T, 5 )
.Tacobs. - 0K, tb.enks s loio R A
12:10 Pif, outgoing on No. 2115 ;F‘.‘ . P
o A B IR N e
Jagobs. A, 643 (Mayor'a orﬁco & s ST ff
‘Leo: ; : ‘ -\ ~ H h. . ":4. f-f:v ’ . . ) N
" Jecobs: . _' e Jew" jus celled me said ho got e chance to look @‘E ETR
. T the report, it's 3 to a for meeachment : RN
. Ileg:.l .. ' ‘: . Yeah I just heardo __':;’;%\ ?:tn‘_._“:t- oS0y _r':. 5% "4..-'- L ,_: - ,,.'_ S
Jacobs: OK. e FORTFLL S T

The "Jew" that Jecobs refers to is probably Louie Tarlowski

- . wxe TP L fo whom he talked last mght, _ e
: § ST, Februery 19, 1987 RIE et Lt
;‘ A ~ w'-u-'. e N 2 ,w'v"f- . E,f_ LT ‘% -
SP.M., incan:mg on No. 2115 R -7 B.M.S.

g R he e a —“'. el }":' T e -
Jacobs: Hello. o
Men; . .+ Jeke, Long distalce operator No. 18 was trying to get you
‘ _ fran Shreveport about the cell you put in for Lee Brown,
Jacobs: . I didn't have no csll in to Lee Brown, .
Man; - That's all I know esbout it, sorry I bothered you.
.Tacobs:’ R ’.l’h&t's all right. Thenks, .

,L.

Called ror long distanco.
I.ong distance, this 18 w, 8, Jacobg,
Shreveport wass calling ror MBe: v

T A Lok A e,

Operator 18: Mr, Jacobs,

0perator° V'ﬁust a momemt, .t ed T ““ Rty
Operator 18: Operator one eight. : L
Operator: Mr. W. S. Jacobs is on the lino. S
we were trying to locate MI. Log Brown through
* you,




“'f--

Jacobs: He's in Houston, Texas.
Operator 18. . Do you know his address? »
B ,j.'iJ,ec,Qbf'f.- L Ies, wait'll I get my glasses,: Jamugo) m:t'c Wola- Brom,

Rhodes Aparhnenta ’ Housten, Texal‘

Operator: » Thank you. m-. .‘l’aoo’o(.

@; ai*,l;. * ¢
7 10 Pouo’ }nooming On NO. 2115 o : : | - |
.JaOObsg :,-4,, . AR Hello; '. ” ¥ ¢ i - . ': ' < . ‘ .f..« 1: ; :: :'_f ‘V‘ ‘ .
‘Leos . - 7. Wnat foha know? I LS e i :

Jacobs: - -Hey theres =« things don't look 80 hot do they? R
Leos ¢, . * . I think things look protty hot, did yon Tead tho Ne' l:ro
T, tonight, i :

‘Jacobss .. Yoes, abaut the testimony? cSeEn o ‘

Leos . . i:- Yeah, $he whole house is 501::3 to sit :Ln as a committee and

Coowe . T listen to all the evidence, if.we can gst in our evidence ,

IS i -+ 7! Monday I think the house will 1:111 thq whole thing. e

.Toooba. I sure hope they dg. - ; Lo

Leot :*° i, Well, they're liasble to,’ o

'“. " The Democrat was good, Did you read the editorial? .

" Yeah, but it was the article under the editorial that was 'best.

The peo ple over there are sick of the whole thing amd

/ spending the State's money,

Listen, we've got a receipt from Thompson for $7,000. in
currency end $3,500. in checks for checking the Ohio's
stuff, Johnny was checking up with the Reveme Department
today and when he went over to get the stuff they could
‘not produce the $7,000. in eurrency or the 3 500. in ..

. checks, ;- S E } et e

- Have you got the receipt? . cade o, ez iy . .

- Sure. Thompson geve a receipt to J‘o}mny B S

We ought to bring that to light. . !

Do you went the receipt. B e R - o

Yes. “ L e Y :

OK, I'1ll send it over in the morning. ST ’

¥hat's been done about 1t? .- L © 7 -

Johnny taken it up with the Revenue Department. -; ; .

» %hy did Thompson give him a receipt for §7,000,2 " fi ’

‘.. I duino,ibut. I wds sitting by him end seen him mte ~ . ]
.. .'out the receipb.” iTh: RIS A LA

- . Do you mean "Tink" aotu

= Well Thompson gave him a reoeipt ‘ror it onyhow. “You lmov

Leos <2

o-
&

P

‘a‘t
&

2 A oe ' there wasn't thet much ground; lat g A o 7
i ': Leo:, oht I see, Well? .. .. G177 TSRS
siegtadt - . . Jacobss You know Tink, he had a box. L /

Leo: Well, howdit heppen? , /



Jacobs: Well, Johnny hanmled him the box and told him there was \
$7000. in it in cash and he give him a receipt for it. \
Well, keep that rece:.pt we“gonna makB tlie aon-uv-uh-biches

(The cmversation as, to the recelpt given J’ohnny Morria “ .
Representative Thompson is to be noted, apparently the sams )
'beixg a trick to anbarrass llr. 'mompson.) A

E -3'

.~ v s S
4-1 s

oL Jacobs: . . Hello. RERE U o
g Young: - - Mr, Jacobs = . Pink, you call me?. . R
Jecobs: . "  Yeah, you got that receipt rron Thompaon for s7ooo.oov UL
Young:: . - .- No sir, Johnny's pt it. C . e T
Jacobs:- °~  Would you like to collect on it? T TR e e
Young: ¥ Yes, Bir, . %o wTelo- AT T ' e o
Jecobss .. . Well, Leo is going %0 collect it for us, ..
Young: “7. -.: Good, I'm going to get 5% mterest on the money beaidea. o
; & ‘ ) :;;.;‘ (BOth 15"811) S Sy R S % T f’.’.. - ‘ ‘
Young: - ° >0 - Does Leo want t0 take 1t ‘on” a commission? R 1. ERED '
) Jacobs: Yeah, He's probably mad- enough though to collect 1t without
eny commission.
Young: o .no . Well, I wish I could collect 11'.. We ve got the receipt
Sy TSR a1) righte c(Leughs) it Lt e i Crpesogiis
acobs' " " Yesh, amd I was right there when you give him the box, :but I /

turned around so didn't see him count $%., (Laughs).. ..

e s
.

.;.:..-‘., Young.~ - (I.aughs) Pretty good _--- {2) (Sounded like he seid &yp oT f.'f
1‘ : - trick). Ta "’i B ' g
‘\' _. Jacobs: . i - Well, we'll vorry them plenty. , "_;.._;.
.- Young: - I'1l call Johnny about the receipt. )
Y, Jacobs: & Alll right. o i e
‘\\ ) Do : » - = o
N 5
S—— -

.'5 February 20, 1957

A W

Whatdezasaz? _ o
_ Nothing mmch, what's the news?
"Well, quite a few of the boys were "in town le.st nisht‘ AP

- .Severgl.of $hem are around herg now. You know Monday ig t
"a legel holiday. The banks and everything ‘else will be =~

Vo . S " closed, s you beiter get me three 0's up to the house /
right away. I may not want it, but want to be in a J
position, you know, /

.. /
-23-
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(C oriad ap -

‘o,

,‘ .
] (=

P

/ Jacobs:
Leo: - -

iaéobai

Leo: = .-
Jacobss

{ . Leos .

Jaoobs:
Leo:

Jacobs:

6:25 rm., incauing on No. 215

Man: ) ‘
Jacobs
Man:

Jacobs::

Man: -

4 Jacobs:

Man:

Jacobs:

I'11 get 1t now, got a boy you can und over?

No, they'll work right ome. -t

%o sameone as & bribe.)_ -

- 0.K nr. .Tacobs.

Yeah, is that all you need? /\
Yes, I may not need that but in caso I_do, you knou, .
Just like that seven I needed. ' = - R

Yeah, maybe 30 or 40 minutes, . 8
Well, is Washingion's Birthday ganna aftect the boys over there?

How do things look? e o PR

I'm getting things in good shape ror yon. I't‘n trying to'handle
it just like you would want me to. , ‘

That's fine, well you send one or your boys over. - - i

(It will be noted fram the log as to February 10, 1937.that
Jacobs had cne of his men get $700 reedy aml it appears !
this is the money rererred to by McLaughlin. and was paid /s

. ’ _B.M.SJ' .

iait a minute.

Hello.,  * . TToni e )

Mr. Jacobs, Houston Emory Just got back from Texas. Seys
he'd teke a check for $1000,00 for dath places, here and
Belvedere, wants to deal by Tuesday or says deel is off.
Saeys he's interested in some acreage over there and they
have a well down 3400 feet and if we don't want to deal
by Tuesday it's off, .. .

Emory's working both enda he's putting out -] lot ot
propaganda. - i

~ You know he turned dorn my drart or $1940 00, He oxes

four thousand out there and $9700.00 here. I told him
$1000,00 wouldn't go far divided between Cap, Smith,
Bill, Harry, Waetts, Red, Miller, myself and you,
Well, if we took the thousand, how would you boys want to split?
That's up to you, Emory says 11 15 sore about how much

he lost, :

He never lost over here, ;that son-of-a-bitch has taken more
out of here than he ever left here, You fello::s can
take it but I'll get mine same other way. TR

C et

iu ‘~.

IHouston Emory 15 the roremer Prosecuting Attomey., It
would appeear fram this conversation that Emory owes a

gambling debt of sm,wo.oo end ‘offered to pay the seame
with lend in Texas.)

af4-



6:45 P.M.. outgoing on No. 2115

4 ,_‘,__,—_,'__ )

e PR

‘Called 600° (Residence or Leo llcr.aughun ) SRR

N

Jacobs: N
Bacobs: . Where have you been all d.uy? ,Z\H - _;__{:_- (R
Leo: - Working. . o 7 ' R
Jacobs : Who ever heard or you tarkins - I was talld.ng to Ebel - .
. he has a copy of the receipt and I told him to see you
about whether it should de printed or not. I didn'g
want him to do anything without your OK. He's got s
A copy -~ you can break it or not. .
Leo: Well, I've got several cantacts tonight and want to
‘talk it over first. The truth is going to come owt .
now. They have allowed him to bring his witnesses - and -
. everrone in town will go over and testiry for. him
Jacobs: ' OK, Bée you tomorrow. ;- . .
6:52 P.M., outgaing on No. 2115 s o= RS *-" ' J‘.M.J.
Jacobs: Called 3548 (Walter Ebel newspaper reporter.)
Jecobs: I was talking to that fellow (Leo) he want8 a little time
o to think it over, so don't cut loose until he says 80,
Ebel:” OK I won't. e . & s, R N
Jacobss - He is at his home mow, ... . " - .
Ebel: I may call h:lm. S e
(This canversation app arently refers o publication of the
" receipt given by Representative Thompson to Johnny M OI‘1‘18
for $7,000.00 in cash, and $3 500,00 in checks,)
7:08 P.M., outgomg on No. 2115 - S , T M. T,
Jecobs czlled 210 (Ohio Cigar Store) and asked for Mr. Young.
Jeacobs: Whet kind of fellows hang around your place?
Young: ‘ All kinds, why? . '
'.Tacobsz - _ Well, one of them took me out and ‘got me drunk Do you
' <ot o %7 % think you'll get your $7000 back®s - . ...
Young"-f',f A ' Ha'Ha I should - what's doing sbout that? . . 7 ..
Jecobss- " .7+ Well, I'm weiting for. same folks to decide. A
Young: - - -1 should get it. . . wr L R
Jacobss.: - i Yes, I saw Nichols pick 11: up. g L .
Youngs: And I got a receipte - " - ‘ A
Jacobs: I told Ebel to wait on that - I $o0ld Bogers they took 7000
in cash end 3500 checks.
Young: That's correct. Ha! Ha!l ‘
Jacobs: It might be good publicity. /,_/'
-25-



Young:

Jaobba:,

i’acoba H

lell., 1t lon't look good.
*7'0000 -

How's business? o : : v

Plent$y of people but very little money,n could do better
if we wanted 0, but I wonder if {t's advisedle, . =~

No. I'll see what can be done, anl -m eall you 11’
it's OK for lbndqy. e o S

.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

EAT:CDW

" ¥edreral Bureau of Inuestinati

PR

nited States Department of Justice
Rashington, . C.
March 2; 1937.

MEWORANDUM_FOR_THE DIRECTOR @/

Mr. S. Ezj/ﬂays, who said he worked for th{?ostal Telegraph Compeny,
celled m¢ from Hot Springs, Arkansaes, and wanted to know if we could
get an Agent over to see hirm at once, in that the metter which he has
in mind is very important. I told him that we have an office at
Little Rock, and he said he tried to get in touch with that office,
but could get no one. .

Time - 3303 P.M.

I told him we would get in touch with our Little Rock Office and have
him interviewed within the next hour or so.

Time - 3306 P.Mo . t e o

I telephoned SAC Fletcher at the Little Rock Office about the ebove
metter, and he said he woild have someone interview Hr. Hays at once.

He said that Mr. Hays must bemistoken about calling the office and
getting no enswer, becsuse someone has been there all day.

,
/

Respectfully,

S

E. A. TAMM,

R A Y S T T
Ll aes T S U NE AN




Poat Office Box lam
Dotroit, Michigsn
 March 8, 1087 .

cial Agent in cmgo
ttle Rook, Arkauu

A ffj Roftranco' 1- mdo to 7our tologrn of — u}

dugustine Lovids, 2192 Bolvedoro lvomxo, Detrsit; Michi-
gen, wap stolen, L. Lumen W Tt crToK o
‘——L— —

Plesse be advised that the regi‘ljratlon i

records as msintained st the Detroit Police Do&gment‘
" indicate thet the above descrided sutomobile,= ingm ’
the tegs zentioned, was reglstered in the nsme’of® =N
).ugustine Lovelde, 2192 Belvidere Avenue, Detroit.

" Michigen tags #VV-5849 ard Fegletered in th g\g of

The ‘uto Squad “of ¢ the Detroit Police Deparh,l

Police Department inforaed that there is neifer.a orly-
individuel bearing tbesa nazes being wantod by that o

ll‘mlj ot ‘tho abovo las fumilhed your
m-"-‘im" br “letypo on Pebruary 18, 1987, > IS

Vory tnﬂ.y yours,

~E .,... I ] 4" N O R

Fob 18, 1937, requesting information ss; ”whomer =0
. or noflBuick seden, motor #65185488, dear 7 5 O,

nent edvised that there s no report of theft :Qn.,thia’ = D
sutozobile, and the Identification Division b}’cﬁo e

inal record under either name nor any indicsticn'of eny 6‘ \

departazent. T U IR I 22, " G
S L T “""-- IR
3 A chock of the mdicea mintained‘it 4he = . ‘::-"‘ :
Detroit Diviaion renocm no information concernif_;} A

82-870 - u.s LIt

so-Burean

sacomoio ¢ possay | 7-577(- > =48

:-()l IR f-'

" o FEDERAL BURCAU ©i (v, T
:"' C. ¥ - ‘
LL sAM Bpecial l*mt A KBarge 1927 ¢+ ..

———— s vt e

~
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. S, Bepurtment of Fuatice
Post Office Box 1469,
Little Rock, Arkansas,

Merch 1, 1937.

PERSONAL _AND CONFI%I’I‘I.&L

A

Director, R
Federal Bureau of Investigation, N
washington, D. C. . AN
Re: BREKID. 1

Dear Sir:

The records of the Little Rock Field Division indicate
that the Bureau, by teletype of November 20, 1936, suthorized the
instellation of a tep on the two telephones of the Police Department,
end the telephone of Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin, all loceted in the City
Hall at Hot Springs, X2Arkansas, and also suthorized tke expexditure of
a maximum of $50.00 per month for the rentel of a suitable plant. This
plant is located at 207 Laurel Street, snd was rented at a monthly rentel
of $80.00. It appears, hovever, that the sgents maintaining this plent
are expending the sum of $55.00 per month as monthly renmtal of the
o premises located st 207 Leurel Street, but the records of the Little
3 ; Rock Field Division indicate only the originsl suthority fram the
' Bureeu to expend the sum of §£0.00 per month., This excess of ££.00 per
month is due to the fact thet the property was rented with &1l utilities
peld by the lzndlord, who, after the plent had been in operetion for
:‘ some time, compleined thet the utilities were very high, end the egents
o therefore reimbursed him in the sum of $5.00 to take care of the large
/ utility bills. It will be noted that this plant or tep is in operetion

REOSRDED COPY FILED IN & 2. ESEEN

v} Special JAgent in Charge.

3{2 scpw Gf)('(bcc

.t
¢c - Cincinnati " RROCEIDZD
Mr. Connelley & 4

EInNPEXEFD o e
?!‘1’ :Ai sZltae ontY

afia/s7 23

.
;
0
»

24 hours & dey, which occesions elmost constent use of the electricity
end gas.
l\ In order that the records might be canplete in this matter, ;
6 it is requested that the Bureau suthorize the expenditure of & sum not to /
exceed $60.00 per month for the mzintenance of the tap on telephones 12g, ;/’
46 end 648 =zt Hot Springs, lrkansas. i & .
. 3 Very truly ye IS g
ery tr ours ) A
- Nkt Yol v s
Do , U
\ ¢ g "RV A
—;>\ v / CH4PMON FLETCHER, AgWARY
7] 7
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 Federal Burean of Jnuestigatini
. S Bepurtutent of Justice

Post Office Box 1469,
Little Rock, arkansas,
March 1, 1937.

PERSOHAL AND CONFIDH.TIAL

Director, X

Federal Bureeu of Investigation,
Weshington, D. C.

Re: BREKID.

Dezr Sir:

The records of the Little Rock Field Division
indicete that by teletype of December 20, 1936 the Bureau
granted authority for the installation of a telephone tap on
the residence télephone of William S.f\Jecobs, 116 Cedar St.,
Tot Springs, 4rkaensas, telephone 2115, and this tzp has been
in operstion since February 5, 1937, and until Februcry 22,
1537, vhen the same was disconnected for & temporary period.

The records of the Little Rock Field Division
fall to indicete any cuthority frar the Burezu &s to the
expenditure of money for the monthly rertal of e suitzble
plent from which this telephone tap could be meintzined. For
the completion of the records of the Little Rock Division, it
is reguested thet the Bureau eguthorize the Little Rock Field
Division to expend not to exceed £50,00 per moath for the
rentcl of a sulteble plant from vhich this tep mey te
meintsined., As it will be noted from the telegrm from the
Little Rock Division to the Buresu under dzte of February
5, 1937, the plent covering this tcp is loceted zt 2053
Cedcr Street, Hot Springs, Arkenses, which premises, I am
edvised by Specizl lgent D. P. Sullivan, is rented for {50.00
per month fram irs. Sam Davis, of 209 Cedar Street, Hot
Springs, Xrkansas,

Very truly yours,

0N FLETCHER,

C
BiD:cpw Special l2gent in Charge,
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6§76 “§-t> L

"Sputd Agent h L’h;u.. :
uttlo &’ﬁk’ 5“”.. T

B2 mmmsx; m.:o*mr.' .
MR, with alisses, FIGITIVE & ;- .
1.0.{123.»0%!1 EORLRD - G e o

" QrORCZ BRIMRA, vxcm; umpno; T IE

. Dezr Bim A OBUTHUCTINN Ot JUITICE; i,,. e ‘j-

‘ : SAFBOXING OF num; WATICEAL g0

) . FIREARMZ ACTe _.-,l}&f g
- x.rom.u-mtommmunarmn. 28 t
1937, reuerting authority to mako eerisla expenditures ia '/ -
the ncintencnce of cleats at 207 Lourel Strest and 239 Cedar - i

Street, Rot Cpringe, Arkansas, in 0-noection with the fele- -
phone $a;6 which heve been nstalled at Mot Springe, You are \:
3
o
?
z
2
x

-f’z\,o- )
N .) s

hereby suthorised 4o expend an saount not $0 exceed £50 per - ..

acnth o a=int:in the plant at 209 Cedur Strret end wn sacmnt )

not to excerd $6 per month o muintuln a plant at -J7 Lourel

‘.treet, Rot Springs, drkanssas, , ~

A >3

In scunecbion with this n«tur, wur c.ttenuon 8. - T

dirscted %0 the neceerity of ubt;hxi.ag prior Burcsn nthoruw

bafore ¢xpewdita-u or thir nature are ast!e. ER :

Yery tmly ;ourc,

s 1‘3’!-
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2 0 o) A

e John Idgu' Hoover, ‘£ T
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