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W LAUGHLIN DEFNDS—Fe

-~ HOT SPRINGS REGIME

REsort Mayor Claims Backing
.. of Spa Citizens -

}RES!GNAT_JON STEP. DENIED
Voters Wlll Decide muAprfl oli

.‘,a‘;-«

~Retention of Executive—'

"- Head of Ministerial Associa-
" tion Denies Revenne Action
ISR B ~ -
By'l'beAuocloted?rul v
HOT SPRINGS; Ark, Feb. 4.—

Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin replied

today to published reports. that a

i delegation of Dusiness men would!
&sk his resignation with the asser-
"tion that the people of Hot Springs
.are “for the administration.” & °

He said no such delegation ap-
penred that he had no intention of
reslgmng, and would be a candidate
Jor re-election in April.

ly checked nearly all prominent
business people,” said the mayor,
“and find that they not only!
failed to have any knowledge of the
so-cdlled meeting of business men,
but on the other hand expreased
themselves as being supporters of
the administration.
Fails to Appear

“T arrived at my office early this
morning, waiting for the so-called
committee, . No such commjt-
tee has appeared. On thge oth
hand my office.has been thronged
,with business men all morning who

ave stated that the people of Hot
‘ ings are overwhelmmgly Jfor.
ithe
»

LTn o the conduct of officials

fct and as yet there is no e
dence against any of the officials,
except whispering political enemies
behind closed doors.

“The people elected me to the
mayor's office and the people will
have an opportunity to take it from
me in the April election if they de-
sire. It is ridiculous to think I
would be weak enough to resign.

“Those who desire to remove me
will have an opportunity in April
when I will be a candldate for re-

No Knowledxo of Vote™ °

Rabbi A. B. Rhine, president of
the Hot Springs Ministerial Asso-
ciation, announced today he had no
knowledge of a resolution ado ted
by the association opposinf
tiop of revenues for the city trom
“other than honorable and lawful
sources.” He said he wasn't at a°
meeting of the group yesterday
when the resolut.ion was voted
upon.

Mayor McLaughlin told the city
council Monday night that Hot
Springs faced a financial crisis
through loss of money received in
fines from bookmaking establish-
ments, which he said netted the
city $21,500 in 1836.

State revenue officers in week

“The local newspapers have close- |

end raids confiscated and later
burned. three truckloads of gam-
bling equipment taken from Hot
Springs night spots~

LITTLE ROCK, Feb. 4—(AP)—
Informed legislative sources said
the House committe® named to in-
vestigate law enforcement condi-
tions in Hot Springs and its ]udlc%}__
district held a further secret mee
ing tonight and the first public
hearing in connection with the in- '

'vestlgatlon may be held tomorrow

night.
No statement was forthcoming |
from the committee, which ‘has

]

bound itself to make no statements :

except written ones, signed by al}’
i embers. j

inistration.. .. 5 = - o o
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Arkansas Proposal To Be
Called Up Today '

!'rom The c:nmmerehl A
Little Rock Bureau ppeal

BY W, D. SISSON

LITTLE ROCK, Feb. 4 —Defut
of a bill for repeal of legalized
horse racing when it is ealled up

dicted tonight.

Reliable sources snid the delega-
tion from Hot Springs has been!
busy for several days lming up;
votes in opposition ahd have suf-:
ficient promises to make its do-'
feat certain. 4

With the spring race meet lched-
uled to open March 1 at Oaklawn,
the Hot Springs representatives are
said to be anxious to get the bill:
defeated so they can step up their-
advertising for the tourist trade.
This trade is said to have been in-
jured by the House investigation of -
alleged lawleu conditions in Hot
Springs. * )

. The House committee will hold
its first open session since begin-
ning ‘the investigation tomorrow
night when several prominent Hot
Springs residents are expected -to
appear and testify concerning al-
leged lawless conditions in their

city under the regime of May
-Metaughlin, o
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IEARD BY COMMITTEE

Law Enforcement Inquiry
Turns to Testimony of Spa
City’s Residents

'NEWSPAPER MEN INVITED

Wltnesses Reported Unafraid
To Speak Now

AY

INVESTIGATION NEARS END

: Report Ma.y Be Given Arkan-
© . sa8 House Next Week—
Mayor McLaunghlin Oonferl
WIth Legislators

-

m The Commercm Appeal
I.'me Rock Bureav

: BY W.D. SISSON <
|- LITTLE ROCK, Feb. 5—Nearing
the end of an investigation into law
enforcement in Hot Springs and the,
| Eighteenth Judicial Circuit, a s
" cial House committee tonight heard
testimony from several Hot Springs’
residents in the first open session
here. -

Terming the investigation *at
point where Hot Springs people feel
safe in talking to us,” the commit-
‘tee's hearing tomght followed re-:
"cent seizure and buring of $15,000

| worth of gamblqulpment in the
resort city. -

|r

P A

HOT SPRINGS CITIZENS—
N FIRST OPEN SESSION|

Bl

/fa’ 7

R OpenMeeﬂngneki 2 g 1

i The meeting in the office of
Thompson, the committee’s lawyer, :
. was attended by newspaper men.
The public was not invited because |
of the lack of space. Other ses-
sions have been held in mecret be-
cause the committee said “witnesses
were afraid for it to be known they
had been talking.”,

Opinion here is that the commit-
tee will wind up its work early
next week and present its report to
the House a few days later, proba-
_bly beforé the end of next wee

*spent all of today in Little Rock
xconferring with Representatives
! Maner and Campbell of Hot Springs.

So far highlights of the investi-
gation haye been a raid by state
rangers the day the committee was
created, when several night clubs
and xnmblmg houses were visited,
‘and the raid last week end, when
xambhng equipmgent was conﬂmt—

Eh

ced and later burned in Fl.ir Plrk
- omem. '.l‘eoﬂfr PR AN
Mayor McLanghlin and Circult
Judge Earl Witt have already testi~
fied before the committee in secret’
session. Judge Witt was one of the.
chief targets of the resolution au-
‘| thorizing the Investigation. The]
resolution was sponsored by Repre-’
sentative W. M. Thompson nnl
Representatlve Lee Nichols.

‘The probe followed closely the
death in Hot Springs of John Dick-
son, city jail prisoner. Dickson’s
father claimed he had been beaten.
The investigation also centered
around gambling practices at “the
resort and the official acts of offi-
cers, both in Hot Sprlngs nnd)ﬂJ
dlst.rlct.

! $30,000
zunhllng Places and that the loss:

havc to be replac
other source, -

Judge Witt
former Judge

own from the
Dickson’s
rwered that the principal need was

‘to take "tear from the hearts of
Mayor McLaughlin of Hot Springs [T oeases” in the case. = R

Mayor” McLaughiin ged N}
ago that the city was losing
&’ year in fines from the

the city in that revenue would
od thro\igh somée’

‘the Dickson’ death,
offered in a letter to
Scott Wood to step
o be:ch g the trial of

cement charged with
% death, but v%ood an-

Following

ven

g e D et
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s gambling houses closiid
fod the present, Hot Springp;
famed resort city of Arkansas,
today awaits the result of a
House committee investigation -
“into reported lawless conditions.
An air view of the CHI is seen
at the upper left. In the upper
right is the city's liberal mayor, .
Leo P. MeksTgMin |

e s S . -
\
- R - . \
L RS : ) » .
Rl sin vanmy v._»ﬁ.,.;,w.,,i\,.»r.,_ji;,i..a O T S e IR .

T F. e e el we .
RS SRR AR




; City Has Quiet A <77
™Yot Springs is quiet and sul}-
dued these days. Practically thp
only visitors are people who co
here for the baths. One Hot Sprin
resident estimates that 2,000

" Ht Springs Fears Inquify
- May Deprive Famous City -

\

.

Of Rich Resort Patronage

 City Officials As Well As Gambling Operators Anx-
iously Await Outcome—Treasury Would Lose
.« - .. $30,000 Collected Annually In Fines.

i

Special to The Commercial Appeal . )
HOT SPRINGS, Ark. Feb. 6.—The click of the dice, the spin of
the wheel and the turn of the cards stilled for the moment, this famed
" resort city—its liberal policy halted suddenly by a legislative investiga-

ting committee—today asked itself

What recommendations will be madeé to the Arkansas House by
committee named to investigate reporked lawless conditions here?
Will gambling be allowed to re-¢.

"turn in the widespread manner
which prevailed before the investi-
gation began?

., What effect will the inquiry have

- on the resort—dependent to a large

. degree upon out-of-state patron-

" age? :

Will the liberal city government
headed by Mayor Leo P. McLaugh-

lin be able to ride through- the g

furor created by the inquiry and
return the city's affairs to “nor-
mal?” : ’
Impeachment Hinted
The questions were partially an-
. swered last night by the House in-
" vestigators meeting in Little Rock,
when a statement was issued hint-
ing at “possible impeachment pro-
ceedings” after severa] Hot Springs

v

residents were questioned at an

open hearing.
The investigation is nearing a
~end and the committee is expecte
to report to the House next week
and make its recommendations. Its
inquiry has been marked by two
raids here, the first three weeks
ago; the last several nights ago
when $15,000 worth of gambling
equipment—including that of the
famed Belvedere and Southern
clubs, owned by W. 8. Jacobs, a
former Memphian — was seized,
carted in trucks, taken to.Little
ock and burned.
"~ The committee acted under a law
sed by the first Arkansas Leg-
Jature in 1837 and the writ order-
ing the raid and burning of the
wquipment was issued by Chief Jus-
Tee of the Supreme Court Griffin
‘Smith. Lawyers were unable to
‘#ind a loophole ‘to prevent such ac-
- Jacobs is expected to be called
before the committee
Eittle Rock, .. . .. - ...
7~ Qne member sald a complete
\augit had been made of the records
g ived by the operators and that
Jeegwanted to ask about some e
&ies on their books. " -

itors left the city during the last
week in January. Many of them, he
said, were from the flood territory
along the Ohio and Mississippi riv-
ers and went back tp 100k after
their possessions. . : o
Mayor McLaughlin said yester-"
day that word had spread about the
country the “lid was on” Hot
Springs as the result of the investi-*
gation and that was keeping vis-
itors ‘away.
.. Hotel ofticials say hundreds! of
reservations for rooms during the

these questions: —
e

Racing Season Nears

the eve of a racing megt
eduled to open March 1 at Oak-
E n track here, Hot Springs today
oked with trepidation on the
sommittee’s activities, for along
with racing each year, gambling
bas flourished unabated and city
efficials collect $30,000 in gambling
fines egch year to bolster the city’s
easury. ’
-~ As the investigation progresses,
Hot Springs again asks itself:
< Is it the purpose of the inquiry
fo allow high state officials to set-
tie political grudges, or have acts'
of lawlessness been uncovered
which will prompt the committee
to actually recommend impeach-
ment proceedings against certain
officials in the 18th judicial circuit, .
hich Hot Springs is 'a par¥,?
d which includes Garland and
nntgomery counties? -
The investigation was voted over-
whelmingly by the House after a
resolution charged lawless condi-

tions existed here and in the dis- |3

racing season have beén canceled
i word has been broadcast
about the two week end raids and
seizure of gambling equipment.  “+

The bookie places along Central
Avenue are deserted. : . g

Most of the dealers and higher
priced employes of the gambling
establishments were nonresidents |
and practically all have gone back
home to Miami, St. Louis and Kan-
sas City, officials say. The lesser
employes are still in town looking
for jobs. ,,

Impeachment Believed

Inevitable by Committee

* LITTLE ROCK, Feb. 6.—(AP)—
Chairman W. M. Thompson of the
House committee! investigating law
enforcement conditions in Hot
Springs and the 18th judicial .dis-
frict, said here today his commit-
tee hoped to complete the inquiry
next week. : .
- A statement from the commit-
e 8aid it believed impeachment.
proceedings against officials in the
Hot Springs area “are inevitable.”
— Mr. Thompson said the investi-
gators would meet again Monday
Tuesday night, again permitting
smen to sit in on the testimo

trict. One of the main factors in
ordering the investigation was the
death in city jail here of John

Mondag at -

Dickson, held on several charges
;and who had been arrested follow-
ing an attack on a Hot Springs of-
ficer durini e raid in an-adjoining
county. It has been charged Dick-
son was beaten to death.

Beven Await Trial . ..

Seven policemen indicted for sec-

ond degree murder are awaiting
trial for the Dickson death. Cir-

cuit Judge Earl Witt has offered Prings city jail and th
to step down from the bench in the frested there ll:’ad 2t women
trial, because he sald “many will ad otherwise abused by officers, -

think I owe s0 much to the (Hot
Springs) administration that I will
‘be u.Pable to act in the proper man- ;
ner.

former Circuit Judge Scott Wood,
retained by Dickson’s father to as-

sist the state in the prosecution of Stigated
the the policemen. Mr. Wood nnsw:x’eﬁ,'ﬂeo-
e were questions the commit-| however, that “that is not the need; ier sent to the women’

The offer was made in a letter to /d the committe
{luced by force at the age of 15/

indicated preparation of
0,

The statement was lssueti attier
e committee’s first non-secret

ssion at which three youn -
from Hot Springs, zow 5:1':?1!:3
e in the state reformatory,
arged under oath that immoral
nditions existed in the Hot

been whipped

. Charges Seduction
One of the wom

e ‘glve
the name of “Ehnsoners, glv- 1

Billy Blair, 24,
¢ she had been

8 Hot Springs police official,
to commit robbery by a§.
an, arrested and beaten and |~

¢ must have is to take fear pm for & yearcsac: st

from the hearts of witnesses” in :
the ik ;oo sl s s




<fhe alleged that the judge, in Witnesses’ Accusations
"_e;]n%mn g her, promised to etd~aak _Denied at Hot Bprings . -

in obtaining a release after serving
a part of her time.
! “But they won’'t help me now,”
she told the committee shrilly.
“They’ll kill me if I ever go back
to Hot Springs, becduse they will
{know about my testimony here.”

Asked by the committee attorney
who “they” were, she replied:
. “The law Over there.”

Ample Evidence

*The testimony already before us
is enough that we feel that im-
peachment proceedings are inevi-
table,” said the committee’s state-

ment. :

At Hot Springs, Acting Chief of
Police Weldon Rasberry, recently
appointed, said “there is not a word
of truth” in the charges of immoral
conditions at the jail. .

Mr, Rasberry several weeks ago
succeeded Chief of Police Joe
Wakelin, suspended by Mayor Mc;
Laughlin during a grand jury
vestigation into the death of John
Dickson, a city jail prisoner, al-
legedly from a beating. Seven po-
licemen were indicted for the death
of the prisoner. But those charged
did not include the suspended chief.
' The resolution under which the

House committee is working au-

thorized it to determine whether

impeachment proceedings should
.be brought against officials in the

Hot Springs area. The resolution

alleged a breakdown in law en-

forcement and an alliance between

peace officers and the “crimina

: classes.” : :

Investigator Testifies

Frank Witte, the committee in-

{ vestigator, told the committee he

took part in the recent seizure and

| destruction of Hot Springs night
"clubs’ gambling paraphernalia.

He ﬁenuﬁed in evidence 39 Poll
| tax receipts which he said had beev
! given to him by a man he named as

"‘Cha.rles Sellers, a former police-

ey e

an.” ..

Mr. Witte charged the poll tax re-
ceipts were distributed in Hot
ISprings for voting purposes in the
| primary and that a “pink ticket”
of the city administration's selec-
“tions for state and district offices
was distributed also to voters.
’ e said the selections were head-
by Ed F. McDonald for gover-

ey, who won the office.

o A et

| HOT SPRINGS, Ark, Feb. 6—
Members of the Hot Springs police
department implicated in testimony
given the committee of the Legisla-
ture investigating alleged lawless-
ness in this city, today made affi-|
davits denying statements made to
the committee by Billy Blair, 24,
Roxie Parker, 20, and Iva Lee Jobn-
son, 20,

tron; Owen Corrington and F.
Tucker, who alternate
night shifts as jailers;

day and

Herbert Akers. ° : d
The sworn statements of Akers
and Evans touch directly on the
alleged theft of $400 the Blair wom-
ap said was taken from her, and
ich she told the committee she
ad stolen from a man.

Cites Criminal Records

| In his statement, Akers said he

had known the three women who
testified before the committee, and
that they were “police characters.”.
Akers said he checked the criminal
record of all three. -

Officeg T. G. Evans, in denying
the testimony of Iva Lee Johnson,
who told the investigating commit-
tee that Evans had whipped her,
said that “I am a Holiness preacher
and pursue that occupation in addi-
tion to my police duties. I have nev-
er struck any prisoner and never
intend to. I have always believed
in treating everyone fair and hu-
mane.” . i -

matron, said she has charge at all
times of women prisoners, and that
Billy Blair, Roxie Parker and Iva
Lee Johnson, she stated, “are prob-
ably the most vicious type of wom-
en delinquents that I have ever
come in contact with.”

- Hotel Head Replies

a denial of testimony offered by
another witness, Fred L. Penning-
ton, who, until a few days ago, was

ment at the Majestic Hotel.
Pennington, according to

terest in behalf of Governor Baile

, who was given a large -
in the resort city over %mBruce Wallace, manager of th 1

ajestic Hotel, refuted that stat
ment by Pennington. In a lette

" | addressed to the editor of a 1

- r that carried Pennid

Officer T.”
G. Evans, and Chief _of Detectives

Mrs. Emma Warrington, pollce>

From another source also came

employed in the engineer’s depart- |

. pub- |
lished reports, testified he lost his |
position because of his personal in- |

“Replying to your statement ¥
the paper made by Mr. Pennlngtxq
who was dismisged from the Ma-
jestic Hotel, due to his political af-
filiations, will state it could mot;
have possibly been for that reason,
as the management was quite ac-.
tive in supporting Carl Bailey for
governor and asked all hotel em-
ployes to vote for Mr. Bailey. Mr.

Pennington was dismissed ft:o our; -
Those who made affidavits were  Service for an entirely, dlfﬁ!ﬁ
. ARSI I

‘Mrs. Emma Warrington, police m:l'jm'{ e i ca e

—

i l testimony, Wallace wrote: - -<- ..~
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"Hot Springs Mayor. %=~

' Misses Gambling Fines - .-
’.""I'v'e‘ waited all day long™ said’
“Mayor Leo McLaughlin. of Hot
Bprings late Thursday afternoon,
as newshawks approached, wanted
to know how many busineas men ]
showed up to demand the resigna-
"tion forecast in Thursday morn-

ing's Arkansas Gazette. Added His
Honor, “instead of receiving any
such demand, T have got numerous
calls from business leaders all over
_town pledging me their continued-
support and insisting that I am, per-
:ectly right in the stand I am take.
ng." : RS
. " His Honor’s stand, that the sup-
. pression of gambling caused by the
: sensational raid of 10 days ago is
' costing Hot Springs $1,800 & month
. in gambling fines, that the city
" treasury must suffer as s result.
" Continued Mayor McLaughlin,
. *within the last 30 years the stats
" has found new taxes in gasoline,
tobacco sales; but the cities have
been passed by. Hot Springs is
known as & liberal town, as all re-
sorts are, and the public knows all
abou it. I am a candidate for re-
election in April, and I am anxious
for Hot Springs people to pass upon
my record” _ - - i L
Though the Spa has known occa-
sional raids before, none of them
_bhave struck with more swiftness,
been more devastating than the one :
last week end, which began at the
" celebrated Belvedere Club and went
down the line. Result, $15,000 worth
of highly polished gambling equip-
ment, roulette wheels, dice tables,
what not, carted out of the Belve-,
dere, the Southern, Ohio, Kentucky, .
Milsaps, Millers, Citizens and Blue
Ribbon by 17 state revenue agents
acting under a writ based on an
ancient ‘statute* Adding insult to!
injury, the writ was issued by Chief
~ Justice Griffin Smith of the 8u-:
preme Court, lawyers were at a loss
in going about an appeal or a stop
order. Further result, three vane
loads of gambling equipment rolled
up to the state fair grounds in Lit-
tle Rock, furnished the fuel for a
huge bonfire. . :
Growled W. 8. Jacobs, owner of
the Belvedere, the Southern, *“I
bave a yearly pay roll of $575,000,
an investment of nearly $400,000;
Jooks to. me like hijacking.” ° ..
.~ Meanwhile, the select committee
" of the Legislature reports no pros
gression-on ‘its investigation ‘of Hot
. Springs .conditions; Hot Springa
“ goes forward with plans for thé

. March 1.- - - e

~spring racing meet, begiql;lpg i

in 1837 by the first u;huﬁ:: -
. the statute reads: °°

the duty of the es of

of the circult courts

peace, on informatioa

< ks eaten bee s

v

e A e R d e e s




[ =

J..

BY ARKANSAS HOUSE

3epeal Bill Voted Down in

S i ey

L

] Chapman,

.{ Graw, Maner, McHaney, Moore, Mi-
{ kel, Nyberg, Plant, Rice, Robinson,

| Tackett, Thomas, Thompson Tib-

| and Speaker Bransford. :- ~ 4= . ~

] ously for his bill, declaring “no one

30 to 64 Ballot

? 3 —
.LEGALIZED GAMBLING HITl

Proponents Oppose Pari-Mutue]
. Bystem on Hot Springs Track
_—Mississippi County Man -
Bpeakn Against Proposal

rmm The Commercial Aw-l
Bureau

dttie Rock . -
ROCK, 'Feb. a—'nu
use this afternoon defeated s
H!byRep John K. Butt of Car-
11 County "to repeal legalized
se racing. The vote was 30-64.
, ‘Those voting aye were: i
Blount, Brown, Butt, Burris, Goer.
Coffelt, Cunningham,

Foster, Gooch, Graham, Horton of
Craighead, Houston, Launjus, Mc-
Inturff, Murray of Boone, Murry

Purviance, Raley, Roberts, Smelser,
Smith of Franklin, Thompson,

Walker, ‘Wllklnson, "Wood and

Wright, - . $
‘The noes: * ° . i
Abington, Anthony, Arbaugh l

| Baker, Baxter, Beck, Bell, Blanr,,
| Boyers, Bradford Bnckhouae, Bry-.

son, Buerkle, Campbell Cheyene,
Chrisp, Coates, Coleman. Combl,y
Condrey, Cowart, Crawford, Creek-'
more, Darnell, Eddy, Forehand, Gri-
der, Hardgrave, Harris, Horton of

18t Francis, Hudnall, Jones. King, '

Lancaster, Ledford, Machen, Me-

Sampier, Shaw, Sherrill, Siku.
Smalley, Smith of Cleveland Taber,

bels, Toland, Toney, Van Dalsem,
Ward, Wnrﬂeld, Wear, Woodrome

Racing, with pari-mutuel betting, |
was legalized by the 1935 Legisla- ’
ture. A 30-day meet will open at
Oaklawn track at Hot Sprlnp on
March 1. -~ -

Repreunutive Butt spoke vigor-

 objects to horse racing itself, but
‘to what ronows—legalized
bling il

““The Aérnw'!es'ue lnvolvod Il wheth-
u' you are wll]ing to proatltute ﬂw

S A S PR )

» y 3 ”
of Dallas, Nichols, Perryman, Patoe;{igie¢ to 80 to Hot Springs,” he

BY ARKANSAS HOUSE

(Continued From Page an.)

good name of Arkansas for the dol-
lars that this state will get through
legalized gambling,” he said, “Is the
“amount of money that we get wort.h
the bad reputation F“d bat\public-
ity and defamatory remarks we get
through the racing? By legalizing
gambling we have lowered the
moral tone of the state.”

In answering the question if he
. thought it possible to legislate
" morals into the public, Mr. Butts
declared “no, but we can punish
them for belng immoral.”

Investigator Takes Floor

Representative Thompson ef In-
dependence, chairman of the House
committee investigating alleged law-]
lessness in Hot Springs, also warm-
ly supported the bill -

“It seems Iree government al-
ready has ceased to exist in Gar-
land County and tentacles of horse
racing will reach out .into other
counties,” he declared. “I guess aft-
er this Legislature, it won't be safe

Representative Crawford of Mis-
sissinpi took a leading part in|
speaking against the bill, declaring
“no law is stronger than the senti-
ment of the people back of it. Le-
galizing of racing by the 1935 Leg-
islature was a commendable act. I'd
love for some of these gentlemen to
tell us what moral loss we have suf-
fered through legnlized racing dur-
ing the past two years.”

Representative Maner of Hot
8prings pointed out that the 1935
act was the first which gave money
to the old age pension fund. He de-
clared repeal of racing would “ruin
Hot Springs.” ’

_Cites Better Business

Until two years ago there were a

number of business houses in our
town closed,” he said, “and people

-

mm[; BN BEFEATEDTWNG BETD [eore

The Senate this afternoon ]{used
& bill by Senator Norrell of Monti-]
cello placing small loan compa.nie:
under supervision of the state bank-
ing department. The bill was draft-{
ed by the state labor d’epartment :
and the Pulaski County prmcuung
nttorney’l office and is dengned to;
end “salary buying.” - 2ol \,:

T Pass Liquor Ads'” ’.i

Rep. Les Nichols, Beptlst g
of Booneville, introduced a bill in
the House to prohibit advertising of
liquor in newspapers. Another bill
by Rep. Boyer would provide for a
special liquor referendum election
to give the electors of the state the
right to approve or reject the
Thorn liquor act. 4 :

Sale of liquor would be ‘barred in
any election district where & ma-
jority of the votes‘ cnst were against
the act.

The House rejected 3 to H,a
bill by Representative Cloer .of
Washington to change the method}
for selecting grand and petit jurors’
He proposed that a board of five|
commissioners in each county select |.
jurors by drawing names from a ;
jury wheel. :

The House approved budget bills
appropriating approximately $2,-
000,000 for the biennial support of
seven state colleges. The schools
and appropriations:

Magnolia A. & M., 8179300 Ax»
kansas State Teachers College,
$264,000; Monticello A. & M., §177,-
744; Arkansas Tech, $180,000; Hen-
derson State, $164,520; University o
Arkansas, $943,474; Beebe Junio
Agricultural College, $50,000.

’

R

| the rural districts around there?
were hard up.

“In contrast, last summer tl:ere‘2
was not a vacant store buildipg and j >

the people had money. It was at-
tributed to the sport of kings. Dus-
ing the races last year, every room
JAn the hotels and apartment houses
were fiHed. s sy r - R

Horse racing Is about all we've
got left except the hot water and:

we'd like to keep the races. Theji

people who come to Hot Springs
want some diversion. The races
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in which charges were made by

HEARD BY COMMITTEE j s soet, o i s
| INHOT SPRINGS PROBE'.2 R

| whether -impeachment -would .be |
voted for certain district officials

vestigat 1on OV it nded to the House.
Investigators Question Owners :".;.’,‘,, 3:5‘33‘5;"#“ Vs Sas
i - D mar e seizure an

. of Establishments At been marked b e euipmeat
4o - Open S*e‘gsiqn‘_.’ quipment 2

. mi resort,. - e
S ; reuit Judge Earl Witt of Hot
- ‘| Springs, who wrote the committee

E DlSAGREEME“T REPORTED over the week end asking priv':l:;}

to appear and make & sworn,
e x;:ent, ui&::ﬂ;fr ::night tl;ehld nol’
e | been not! o e meé p“;!t;_';;_@
Members Un_der§tood To B 1o = ante o Tesbty 53
~ @uarrelling in Inquiry. "~ 1  Judge Witt said in his letter that
1.  —_— _1hed,ha:l ib;:nhm ‘l?lr neve;al dm_

: . 1 an nig! e sa over i0on
WITT SEEKS TO TESTIFYtance telephone bis doctor would

. noE‘[ lgt him out of the house 5"&1;
. L *T just want to appear an
Judge Asks Chance to Tell Own %h; 'com;nittee some of the things
- ave done over here to further
8tory Before Group Concern |law enforcement,” the judge said.--
| ing Efforts to Prevent Law-|1 “I would like to get my side of
i1 Lo w T h
;, . lessness in Oity ,

o

the story in the record. T know
the committee wants to be fair, and
T hope they notify me of their next’
meéting s0 I can be present.” .

“In his letter, Judge Witt wrote
that ‘4n ‘the event I am unable to
me to Little Rock by Monday
ight for the purpose of making
he statement I refer to, then I
hall gladly pay all expense of the

| Little Rock Buresu
L . BY W. D, SISSON _ -
LITTLE ROCK, Feb._ 8.—Ques-
tioning operators of gambling es-
tablishments at Hot Springs con-
cerning their books which have £ 0 & I mitiee to come to my
been audited by the state revenue home and secure such statement.”
department on order of the com- | Chairman Thompson of the com-
mittee, the House committee inves- mittee sald the body would gladly

ke any statement Judge itt
tigating reported lawless conditions t:ight m’;ke A ore thom, %ut. t

in Hot Springs and the 18th judicial fhe committee’s going tof Hot
distnict, tonight conducted § ings was out of the questjpn.
T g A

ond open hearing here. L i T
While “reports continued that’
there was sharp disagreement bo-!
tween certain committee members
bandling of the investiga-
:i‘:)e;, ut:lele committee prepared to

close the inquiry-eeer2nd submit -
Lmo_’,:ecg}pmondtﬁonl.h the House,
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"I:o Pro-be, 'Samucl Yud-
in’s Claim of $21,000
Robbery in Hotel,

While ProsecuuninAttorney Fred
A. Donham began investigation to-
day of sensational testimony given
last night, the House committee
probing alleged lawlessness and
{ambling at Hot Springs prepared
or Oone more meeting before sub-
mitting their report to the legisla-
- tive body. .

Prosecutor Donham was called in-
to the investigation last night to
"hear the testimony of Samuel M.
” Yudin, Russian emigrant, who said
that in 1934 he

was beaten and|.

LITTLE ROCK, ARKAK3AS, - . - -
oty 2~/2-37 =T e
fw=  Citizéns Issue Statement. ¢ Olficial Teportel 4&’&"'?
T The citizens, ti of poll tax payers in thé co
Yessions and. businesses, g Bare |were women, and most of them did a

ators they were “looking to
' degislature for relief from the pres-
I'ent conditions of disfranchisement
‘.tnd official oppression.” .

. “Hot Springs needs s new deal”
said the statement. “Hot Springs is
entitled to better election machin-
ery and better law enforcement.” It

in the Democratic primary
‘August were connected with the
;bperation of gambling houses.

. “Under a political ‘czarism’” con-
}‘mued the statement, “Hot Sprin,
as received world wide 'publicig
as the haven for nationally hunted
-ceriminals, and such men as Galatas,
“Nash, Luciano and Karpis have
‘Tesidents in the city and have"con-
- with the men in poli
Jrol” e ‘

»$The delegation’s appearance came
at the conclusion of hearings by the
4dnvestigators. They started today
Jpreparation of their report to the
qegnslnture which will be submitted
Jhe middle of next week. A recent
§

rommittee statement said “we be-
ieve evidence is sufficient that im-

"robbed of $21,000 by confidence
‘men_whom he met in Hot Springs.
Mr. Yudin said he was kidnaped ana
brought from Hot Springs to the
Albert Pike hotel here, where the
robbery occurred. He named sev-

. eral men as the robbers, supplying
pictures for identification. . - -

- The $21,000 stolen represented an
intended trust fund for his invalid
18-year-old daughter, a victim of in-
fantile paralysis, Mr.. Yudin said.

Several Garland county residents |

who had been subpoenaed to give
testimony in the House committee
investigation of alleged lawlessness
xnd gambling in Hot Springs were
joined last night by a delegation of

appearance before the committee,
Following sworn testimony of the
‘witnesses, the delegation, through a
spokesman, reported a marked im-
provement in business conditions at
‘Hot Springs as a result of the leg-
islative investigation into alleged
‘lawlessness at the National Park
thealth resort, .
“Each day now shows a good im-
rovement in business an rm
4his week have shown re
®roken by bath houses, trains and
;mlr?r legitimate businesses, propa-
nda to the contrary notwithstand-
5ng,” said a statement presented the

j47 citizens of Hot Springs in an |

ble. .

w Circuit Judge Earl Witt, - under
fire in the investigation, was unable
10 appear before the committee due
‘4to illness but sent an affidavit de-
‘tlaring he never had been in a gam-
(bling house and charging “exagger-
lation” in testimony relating to his
luse of “strong drink.” . .

s Yudin's Testimony Heard.
 Testimony of Samuel M. Yudin of
FTucson, Ariz., and Hot Sprin;s that
'he had been a victim of a confidence
'game two years ago in the resort ?_q_
.and lost $21,000 brought a protes
Irom Rep, Pat Robinson of Lafayette
county, member of the committee,
over “hearsay” evidence. . .
Yudin reported he learned “only
recently that the money was split up
in Hot Springs” and that a relstive
of an official “was mixed up in it"
Robinson’s protest came when
witness did not give a direct reply

from his own knowledge that there
was & division of the money.
+Mack Wilson, Garland county tax

Teceipts in the county totaled about
11.808. He did not have the:
T®ords with him but said

| dn 39 automobiles to tell the investi- |not pay the tax in off-years. Com-|
the mittee

charged 33 judges and clerks serving [,
l“"&'oprm:tm. reported he was a wit

achment proceedings” are inevi- |,

10 questions as to whether he knew}

collector, testified that 1838 poll 4ax|

frman W. M.

-brought out that 1935 was & 0
pal election year.” -° . - o
John Albright, Hot Springs beer
dealer, said he served oh a ;ury i
a damage suit in Judge Witt's court
bout two years ago and “he looked
ike he was drinking.* .
Dr. M. O, Evans, Hot Springs chi-]

*

;ess in the same damage suit. Asked
‘3t he observed Judge Witt's condi-
tion, he answered: “Yes, if I'm a
Judge, he was drunk.” Evans was
defeated for the sena’orial nomina-
gion last August and made a futile
-echallenge against seating of Senator
1ter Wheatley, the winner, . .
. Evans mﬁmhe had bge: arrest-
ed for punching & punc
which Chief of Detectives Herbert
Akers also had been punc! .
“Akers >
then o'.:-xl-lu ed‘ gne flor d&m ;h;l: same
thing,” he sal “I paid a fine.
‘“The chiropractor also testified he
gld been lrrgsted another time “for
being drunk. I .
¢ Nat W, Burfeu. Hot Sgr!nn. sald
‘he was a nemd udge Witt
‘and “saw him » adding he had
not “talked to Judge Witt in three
or four years.” . e
i “Yet you just said you smelled|
whiskey on " said Committee- |
man Jones. -t
. Income Reporis Bared. N
' *It was just in passing, on the
pireet” asserted Burgess. - B
. Ormand Shaw, superintendent éf
the Revenue Department income tax .
division, testified Mayor Leo P. Mc-

L Ladighlin of Hot Springs filed an in-

‘come tax report on $6,603.36 for 193§
and paid tax on $3,068.86 after

/

HRE B R SPRTE

lwas “short of 1936," '+ . . <

vestigating committee by the deu-j
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- « He Introduc come tax returns
showing Archie rwood, Hot
Springs, received a 1934 of
$21,264 and $22,522 in 1033. W
said beside the figures was recorded
the name of “W, S. Jacobs.”

., He also entered into the records
the income tax return of former
h’rocecutor Houston Emery, Hot
f&rsinn, showing a $7,800 salary for
2 Claims have been prepared which
‘would pay seven witnesses from Hot
Springs $25 as expenses for having .
.come to Little Rock to testify before
the committee. Another claim was
prepared to allow the committee at-
dorney $25 as rent em}aaifsh;e:e which
‘as been used as co; e head-
Quarters during the investigation. j - -
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DONHAM CALLED
“TOAID IN PROBE

N SR

ST AL -
e LR Y .
Lt SR

Prosecutor Ques-
tions Witness.

ARF L

A witness who appeared before the
House committee tnvestigating chargeg
of s breakdown of law enforcement in
Hot Springs lsst night gave testimony
80 sensational that Fred A. Donham,
Prosecuting attorney, was called and the
witness turned over to him. a

It was the committee’s last sess
which testimony of witnesses was

The witness, who was questioned for

Danhnn;, was Samuel M. Yudin, Ruse
sian emigrant who fn July, 193¢ wax
robbed of $21,000 by confidence men
whom he met in Hot Springs. He was
robbed of $21,000 at the Albert Pike
hotel here. Yudin named several men
az the robbers. Mr. Donham announced
that he would make further investiga.
tion Ml’. : N : oo - .

] Committee Will Make Its ~ .
Recommendations Next Week.

" ‘Today the committee will meet to Aw,
cuss plans for the future and the evie

. OFHOT SPRINGS =

| wide publicity as the haven for n&-
| tionally hunted criminals. Such men

‘community. It was only through the

_{ernor, Carl Bailey, that we were able to
.| have one of our criminal visitors (Lu-

v@;tllnue to permit flagrant law viola-
more than an hour last night by Mr, |1

e

-—

003

ARKANGAS QAZETIE,
LITILE ROCK, ARKLIBAS,
mrey Z2-/2-37

was not satisfled with dominat-

ing Garland county. In the last
mary election it became & big factor in :
state elections. Their lopsided ma- |:
Jority almost upset the selections of
our governor and chief justice that were
being made by the people of the state.
“This condition_together with the in-
timidation of the electorate, who dared
to oppose those in power, has caused
the people to, be disfranchised and op-

“Under a political ‘czarism. financed
by monies received from illegal priv-
fleges, Hot Springs has received world-

as Calatas, Nash, Luciano and Xarpis
have been residents in the city and have
consorted with the men in political
control. Such people and such publici-
ty is detrimental to the progress of any”]

strenuous efforts of our present gov-

ciano) torn from the eity’s protective
walls, :

“The published reports of this com-
mittee’s open meeting has shown that
you have found many witnesses afrald
to testify due to general condition of

“Our officers are living in perpetual
perjury when open refusal of law en-
forcement is continued in the commun-
ity and there can be no moral better-
ment 30 long as the political leaders

“Hot Bprings is entiled to a new deal
in business and politics. Gambling does
not have to become such a big business
and dominate our community. The
baths are still our main selling com-
modity, and there is plenty of good,
clean recreation in and around our eity.

“Business conditions have improved
since the date of the appointment of
the Investigating Committee, although
the serious flood in the Ohio and Miss- !
{ssippl valleys has caused many of our
visitors to stay at their homes. Each day |
now shows a good improvement

in bus- _ouf of the state and that one of
iness and reports this week have sfiown  Déver was arrested,.. - 3~ . ' &

ords broken by bath houses, trains
anll many legitimate businesses. Propa-

dence submitted. The meeting will be
private, it was announced by Chairman
Thompson of Independence county. He
hoped the committee’s work would be

ganda to the contrary notwithstanding.

FRPI ey P TR

completed early next week and its rece -

Qommendations  given the . House by
“{w Wednesday. - el 54

. .,ﬂ“,@-.':‘#.-ga:

~*“This delegation appearing before Siati™”
{ represents many business in

ests and was assembled on very
notice. They are representative of the
hundreds of citizens of the ocounty whe
are Jooking fo the legislature for relief
from the present conditions of disfran.:
chisement and official oppression.” " :

Robinson Protests ' *
Testimony as Hearsay, ... ="

Representative Pat Robinson of las:
fayette county, member of the commit.’
tee, protested against receiving the testis:
mony of Yudin, which he declared to be

Yudin said -he had learned only ve-:
cently that this $21,000 was split up W’
Hot Bprings and that s relative of an
official was “in on 8> . = -

Representative James R. Campbell of
Hot gprm;s. who was present, although
not a member of the committee, asked
the witness 10 go into detafls. ’ :

“You know who splits the money )
there,” Yudin told Campbell, - )

Bwinging on the witness and
heatedly, Robinson interrupted: d([ .

“If you know names, tell them™ - -

“I was told—" began the witness, . .

“What you have heard doesnt
amount to anything,” saild Robinsom.
“You don't know of your own knowledge :
about this split?” - - oeRLT v

“T wasn't there when it was spiit.” o

“Do you know yourself, of your own
knowledge, that there was a division of
your money there?” .
. When the witness did not give a di-,
rect reply, Robinson cried: *“Why take
up the time of this committee with:
hearsay?” .

Yudin came to the committee room
with his 19-year-old daughter, who he
said he had brought to Hot Springs
several years ago for treatment of in-
fantile paralysis. He reviewed the story
of a confidence game in which he was
the victim and which he said was in. .

.vestigated by a Pedera] Grand Jury here .

two years ago, resulting in indictments.
against three persons. i N

He said the men indicted wm

e r’lr-':—i B e Liad »a‘-‘--'"','ﬁ-e-.fv Seaes ars
e ! N e
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‘£ He sald he met the . .»;: e .
ir:equl Hot Springs after " Oommitiéeman Murry moved $0

'l had told the acquaintance he desire,

1 to invest about $20,000 which !;e

{ daughter. He sald he desired to -

1 real estate but was advised by his friend.
-] that there were two men tn Hot Bprings

1be O. K - .

*

men through an’

o

an
had
{n government bonds, as & trust orhl:lh’i

i
'
'

who desired to borrow $20,000 quickly:
and would pay $1,000 interest for use of
the money for a few days. - .
Yudin said he had $21,000 sent by,
registered mail from his Tucson bank
b.notsprmuhnkmdthsthewok[
it out and the prospective bormweu;
“took me {0 & hotel and gave me 8
drink. It must have had knockout drops
in it, because I could hardly walk after-
wards. They brought me to a Little,
Rock hotel and said everything would |

“When they were not Jooking I hid'
the money in a bureau drawer but they
grabbed it, then someone knocked me
over the head and they left” °°

He said he was reluctant at first to
allow his loss to become known but that
he later told the story to Hot Bprings

He said he went to Washington and
saw J. Edgar Hoover, bead of the F.B.L
and was referred to the Postoffice De-
partment, obtaining an {nvestigation
there, resulting in the Federal QGrand
K action,

“] gaw various lawyers and they all
told me I ocouldn’t do a thing about the
case in Hot Springs,” he testified.

He was asked by Campbell if he had
also suffered a loss by fraud in Tucson,

' officials “and they laughed it off.”em——tovere

o PP P . B

g

ENE letter on file, but the min
testimony would only be accumulative as
similar slready had been
heard., Anotber letter was read after
which s motion o place all correspon-|3 Punch board whic

dence in the file, was adopted. Chairman| Herbert Akers had also been punching
Thompeon said he Bd eceived D! yrged’ e tor doing the \
ano!

soonvmous leters bt ad direprded 150 P ot R 0

RS I Nat w. Bm,msm'm.
Tells of 11,800 Poll Tax - i“en pim Soishbor of Judse Wit and

Receiptp in Gll'l!lld County. Campbell asked him to be mq_; lDOd-

Mack Wilon, Gariand county s eol- e e Witness said he could
Yector, appes answer to subpoena . nhell'c e A
with & box full of poll tax Tecords, He he orey ron oLt Juestions, Be
testified that 1036 poll tax Tecelpta In not ~talked to Judge Wig b oo
the county totaled about 11,800, He four years” ® mn three er
s81d he did not have the 1935 Y00 Just sad you & .
with him but that the total ey on Bim.” sid Comonpineled whis-
was “short of 1936.” T “It was just in Oorﬂlmimm

“Forty-three per ecent of our poll taxpaid mm 8, on the
payers are women and most of them do;;. - ‘

{

hot pay the tax in off-years,” be said. | ol - -1—\@,-
Chairman Thompson brought out that m&%‘:‘b‘h‘ﬁk&? 3
H 4 “ . . . v .

1935 was a municipal election year, how-

Because the records are required in &' char been made, tmable 3¢/
_pending contest, Wilson was .ppei'}' :‘ ': witness hstw;l.zht u'~
to take them back to Hot Springs and'| poq planned. His physiclan forbade
prepare a statement on the number of (¢, appear, Commitieeman Jones .of
peoxy ;;:pllutlom he had had for poll || prontgomery county reported. Howeved,
X receipts last year. -t : he submitted s written atfidavit which
Several Witnesses Charge - _ follows: . :  mbling
vers . Le - never been inside s gambling
Drinking by Judge Witt. . | _houzuhevltbu tn Hot Springs of
Beveral witnesses gave testimony as to | Vhere st any time during my -

and replied that he was “defrauded of |
49000 I Tocson” 0| gt - |
Minister Compares McLaughlin
. ‘achine to Tammany. .
‘Smith was the last to sppear beEn‘;_
Smth il i

. As he and his delegjtion
jeft the building, Chatrmap Thompson

"

yIoT LTIV
- 1,

| was pastor ot Grand Avenue Methodist
] church until November. The minister
informed the committee he would be
willing to appear if needed, as ‘‘the peo-
ple of Garland county need relief.”

~ He wrote of having attended a meet-
ing last summer at which McLaughlin
told “the gang” who to vote for and in-
formed his listeners that he was Jooking
for bets on the outcome of the election,
offering 3 to 1 that the administration’s
1 candidates would win by at least 1000

Yoles each, -~ - oo

The only difference the minister saw
tween McLaughlin’s machine and
many hall was that the latter had
er whiskers and was older, but »o
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read a letter he had received from the
Rev. J. Frank Simmons of Dermott, who .

. F ot - - . R .
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alleged drinking habits of Judge Witt,] I have never at any time in my life

investigation. - . : P
John Albright, Hot Springs beer

“1 stranfly suspect there had been ak
dealer, testified he served on & jury fow 10

'in a damage suit in Judge Wittt’s court || somewhat exaggerate my mclination for

about two years ago. He was asked [strong @rink.™. .. "% .- S0
sbout udge WIES condlon” o cuit [ e aopey cecan Gtk

“He look e he was drinking,” said [W. . deputy clr ' R
(Albright. “I did not see him take a rz@f RIREn, ST ST

. T adchic Ledgerwood's Income
“Was he drunk?™ - =~ . Studied. -~ = v Fex
*“No, I wouldn't say that™ . ax Report Bo 7T T AT

| Dr. M. O. Evans, Hot Eprings chiro-'| An interesting exhibit introduced in
practor, next on the stand, identified |the records last night by Ormand Shaw,
himself as the defeated senatorial can- .| gyperintendent of the income tax di+
didate in last August's primary who un- | yision of the state Revenue Department
,successfully challenged the seating of || way the income tax report of Archie
Benator Walter Wheatley of Garland, | ysdzerwood, ] owner of Belvedere
‘the winner on the ground that Wheatley !| oiun, who testified earlier. in the week
}hld been convicted of a felony. : [ 1o h"m given his brother, Municipal
! He said he was & witness in the same | 5,3 . verne Ledgerwood, s “gitt” of
f:‘l:sl:fnl:tged. lultlabout yhkhA Albright had £ $20,000 In 1934 in “love and affection .
*' . “Did you observe Witt’s eondition with » 2‘7“ Ledgerwood's income tax re
reference to intoxication?” asked Com- vh revealed an income In 1034 of
! Attorney John R, Thompson. 1,364, which he listed as salary

{eyes, if T'm 8 judge, he was drunk,”#] W. 8. Jucobs. In the following

'Evans replied, 3. . assomsnibriimn.. | D8 listed &R income of $32.532.63. .
. . k4
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a matter which has Joomed large in the either dined or danced ;t)elvedm )
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“Does eftheP~rovmm Jist any gifts of
donations?” S8haw was asked. - .- ;:
“They do not,” was his answer. -
Ledgerwood had told the commities
that he merely placed the money tn

. brotheuuntokecpfa'mm.u
needed it to meet a nole.
8haw told the committes that
'Iedcerwoodhldnotﬂbd.retum
Jae8L - -

1 He introduced lnyor uchu:hnn'l
return in 1835 which listed $5,975.04 aa
{his net profit from his business and '
profession, $220 from Liberty bonds and
$498.32 from rents]l property, making
his net fnoome $6,693.36. Among the
exemptions he claimed were “iaxes, Qlﬂ
and contributions, $170.” . .

gE

53.

come of $5,071.84.

Hot Spnngs Buﬁnm Men .
[Ask For a New Deal. - Lo

'rhewmmltteethenulledonndeb-f

gation of business and professional men
of Hot 8prings who had crowded the
anterooms all night. Ray 8. Smith,
real estate dealer and former secretary
ot the Democratic Central Committes,
spokesman for the group, informed the
committee that 147 persons had -come
|from Hot Springs in 39 cars to *be
beard.” . .

NN LN
A Hemdtbegronpmprmtedum-
‘|fessions and businesses, including six
ministers, 12 hwyen several betau
{and bankers. -
41 Although Bmlt.h m not lummnnod
83 & witness, Chairman Thompson read
over a list of the judges and clerks in
. the August primary for him to iden.:
tify. He sajd most of them were either!
directly or indirectly connected with the
‘| gambling houses, bookmakers or the’
' McLaughlin administration. Smith wag
s witness earlier in the investigation,
The statement of the delegttion to the
committee, follows:
“Hot Springs needs a new deal. Hob
8Springs is entitled to better election
machinery and better law enforcement,
| “Under conditions existing in Gare
Jand county the people are puctiuuy
disfranchised. Large sums
from the profits of unlawiul butinul
which are operated in our county are
used for the payment of illegal poll taxes
and the corruption of the elections. The
|condition we are fn was demonstrated’
by the election of August 11, 1936,
Jwhich was under the cdntrol of judges
: o land clerks who were connected with
vemwre xe N#. o qthe operation of unlawful businesses in
ST o Garland county. Thirty-three of the
e it S judges and clerks who conducted this - :- . .. -
I election grere connected with the opere, .
. ation of houses. Nearly lll
i s 1of the election laws were violated, .|

e
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Gambling May
Close Tonight

Judge Witt to Appear if |
Health Permits; “Lib-
_ erality” Defended,

Investigation of laxity in law_en-.
forcement at Hot Springs by a com-
mittee of the House of Representa-
tives may be brought to a close to-
night when Circuit Judge Earl Witt,
object of the investigation, is sched-
uled to appear before the group.

. The committee heard a number of

witnesses last night and adjourned

without issuing a statement, It was

announced -following the meeting

that Judge Witt is expected to ap-

Eear before the body at a session
ere tonight.

Judge Witt last week wrote mem-
bers_of the committee asking the
privilege of making a statement. He
said that if illness prevented his
coming to Little Rock for that pur-
pose, he would pay expenses of the
committee to Hot Springs to hear his
side of the investigation.

After receiving the letters, mem-
bers of the committee voted to hear
his statement but said fo subpoena
would be issued for him. :

A delegation from Montigomery
county, which is in Judge Witt's ju-w
dicial district with Garland (Hot

Ya member of the Garland county

BRlms® F & "--ﬂhr-di

Spring) county, presented a state-
ment to the committee last night ex-
pressing confidence in the jurist. |
. Lon Warneke Here. !
Lon Warneke, major league hurler
who lives at Mt. Ida, agcompanied
] the group of 14 business men to Lit-
j1le Rock but was not in the spokes-
man-group admitted to the commit-
tee room. Lo e e .
Earlier in the week the committee
1heard a Hot Springs delegation ex-
press ' “faith ‘and confidence” in-
{1Judge Witt and assert that competi-
tion with other resorts dictated a
“liberal policy” in the world-famous |
- ST T SN T
Seventy-four-year-old L. D, C
er, onetime president of the Hot|
gs Chamber of Commerce and
= F50p ., (Continued on Page 2. ..a.4

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, ~
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS,
DATE: 2-4-3 7 -

ury ‘last year, testified lwsty
night that he had been receiving an-
nual dividend checks from W. S. Ja-
cobs, £-incipa1 owner of palatial
Club Belvedere, “for. the last three
or four years.” PSR
He said he Joaned Jacobs *a few
hundred dollars years ago when he
came to Hot Springs and tried to
get into the motion picture business,”
and had been getting a check from!
him- once a year in return for that
favor, Lo -
The first check was for about six
or seven hundred “and then there
were bigger ones,” he added. The
1936 check was for about a thousand
dollars, testitied Cooper. He
believed his interest in the Belve-
dere gambling resort was abou

B, K. Vernon tonan. pa
5 on, ng he
[Worked -at the Southern %lub
pnce ran a race horse book for
self in 1031, answered in the nega-
tive when asked if he had “any ar-
rangements to run openly,” "
“The sheriff and constable told us
to report in court at times,” he testi-
fied. “We were tol¢ a name, not our
own, would be called out for us to
answer to a charge of gambling.
“When we entered a plea of guilty, '
the fine was $100 ang costs, The
sheriff or constable then collectz -
i Tonet, He e 2l e
im this fine wou - |
ed at intervals. -t be demand t
Vernon reported “the mayor” told
he could open on Malvern street .

-1y

im
'gvmen he made inquiries about a I

ee per cent. He denied any in
terest in the Southern Club, another
gambling show spot. R J
Served on Gramd .Jury, -
“Have you served on the grand
j\:;y since -August?” Cooper was

a L .

“I belleve 80."

“Did the circuit judge instruct you.
to investigate any election viola-
tions?” ) ) i

“I can't remeniber.” :

He described himself as & *,
friend” of Judge Witt and said: “1
never saw him intoxicated. 1 never
heard anyone say that about him.”

“Hot Springs rests on the value of
its healing waters, not on gambling
or racing, but as a resort some lati-
tude should be allowed to provide
pleasure for the visitors within the
bounds of decency,” said Martin E.
Eisele, 83, Hot Springs drug store

operator.

Expressin(‘;l the belief that “there
are some dives in the city that
should be suppressed,” Eisele added
“Perhaps there has been too much
liberality.”

“1 feel that if the mayor (Leo P.
McLaughlin) tightened up some, he
would be very popular indeed,” as-
serted the druggist.

“A place like Belvedere iz an as-
set,” he testified. “They don’t ask
poor people or boys to come out
there and gamble. e place is run

jjected, He said he

cation, but that other officials
e was fold

———— s

fairly and caters to a class that has
money and wants to take a chance.” '
“Is there a reign of terror in Hot
Springs?” committeemen asked
Eisele, '
“Some feel there bhas been too
much latitude if they try to oppose
ings they may be persecutec{." e

by e ok i -
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TOTESTIY IN
" PROBE TONIGHT

Investlgatlon Near
Its Clos '

Mter hurlnz lnother mup d wlt-
nm 1ast night the House committee,

. investigating charges of terrorism and
* awlessness in the Eighteenth Judicial
:Circuit’ in general, announced 'they
" hoped to close their investigation with
" snother hearing tonight. Circuit Judge
" Earl Witt of Hot Springs, whose con-

..% president of the Chamber of Com-

several yeu's ago and’ served on
the Grand Jury Hot Bprlna
”" Y .
“You ¢ m an lntenlt n Beh'edere?"
asked Joha -R. Thompeon, eomnmce
attorney. - -

- *T don't know whether!“u“t"
sald "Cooper. “Mr. Jacobe is one of my '
best friends—I once did him a - favor—
and I have been getting a check from

favor.”

He said be had loaned Jacobs “a few'
hundred dollars years ago when he came
to Hot Springs and tried to go into the
motion picture business.”

“How big were the checks?™

*T couldn't tell you exactly, the nm
was for about six or seven hundred,
and then there were bigger ones.”

- “Were you on the Grand Jury?"

“Yes, about six months ago.” .

-“And you still have a 15 per cent
interest “in ~Belvedere and Southern
Club?” asked Committee Chairman Wil-

*lilam M. Thompson,

“I have no interest in Southern Club.
The interest in Belvedere was sbout
three per cent I believe.”

himoneenymhxetumtorthlt}

there?”

! “Did- you know there was nmbnnc
“Everyone knew of the mbunc" ‘

; duct as & jurist and private citizen has’
: been under investigation, was expected
"'td be among the witnesses to appear, .
The committee had no statement to
‘mnke last night after the meeting at
; Which & group of 14 business men of
‘Norman and Mt. 1ds, Montgomery
_ county, through s spokesman told of
the esteem which Judge Witt enjoyed
_ 'in their county. No Little Rock police
were on hand last night as was the
case Monday when a group of Hot|
IBpﬂnga business. men appeared to be
i heard, :
lRecent Grand Juror Tells
‘ Of Checks From Jacobs.
L. D. Cooper, one-time presldent of

i the Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce
and a member\of the Garland county

Grand Jury last year, told the commit-.

* tee that he had been receiving annual
dividend checks from W. 8. Jacobs,|
principal owner of Club Belvedere “for
the last three or four years.” -

N

Seventy-four years old, cooper told FH.”

the House group, inquiring in charges
of breakdown in Hot Springs law en-|
I forcement, that he could not attempt

to give exact dates and figures, due to‘

hls age and bad hearing.
%7 Previous witnesses before the
mittee had referred to the owner

.- tasibciated Southern Club, fashionable
R bling Tesorts, but he denied hav
nterest in Southern Club. He

““If Jacobs’ records should show you'
had a dividend of $1,500 from Belvedere
and $1,875 from Southern club n xm.
would that be correct.” Sy

“No, they would be wrong, beq:ule I

did not have any connection  with
Southern Club.” o

“Did the Grand Jury 1iny
ambling while you were on it . .
“No. it vtvhlm't brought up. We just
e ca.su that were brought
rore us." .

“Did you have' my instructions tmm
ircuit Judge Earl Witt to investigate
folation of penal laws other than the
ases laid before you?”

“I can’t be sure”

“Have you’served en the Gnnd Jnry

“Did the circuit Judze mstruct
vestigate any election vlolutdol:n’;"t'l b.’
"Ic can't remember.” : 'l
“Can you remember cvex'ything
“T don’t think b,
Lo n' 20. I am 74 years oid
d you will have to excuse !’:e from
tcmptlng to n.nswer ll] questiom ex-

I

He described h!maeu' u [ "cood
nd of Judge Witt,” and in answer
committee question said: “T never 1
toxicl.ted I never heard

¥ thal ubouthlm.‘ o e o
PP SRR _‘_MAL- .

interest in Club Belvedere and ﬁli
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sort some latitude should be allowed -
provide pleasure for tbevldton within
. the bounds of decency.”
‘Perhapstheréhubeentoomuch
be said. “I feel that if

. .

-

l nuyor [Leo P. McLaughlin] ugmned

fup -ome.hewouldbevarypopuhrtn-
deed

{

>

fairly and eaters to a
'mogy and wants to take s chance. .

“There are some dives in thc
should be suppressed.”

Eisele, who told the commlﬂu
‘had lived in Hot Springs for 60
and that he was a former superin
dent of the national park and

president of the Arkansss Na
there, was question2C sbout

’
~
ol

§

ir,

-
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Simidation® of employes in his
as there ever any intimidation or

cott?” he was asked. - .. .
was an instance three years
after the mayor’s election, which
generated a good deal of heat. A num-
ber of people voted for me for mayor
in that election although I was not s
candidate, After the election, a man
came into one of my stores and made
guite & purchase, about $10 or $13
‘worth. Three or four men saw him
L. there and rushed in, telling him to
*“cut that out—this firm is against the
administration.” He turned in the pur-
chases. When he went to another of

our stores, he was warned again

“I don't believe the mayor hal any
“connection with that occurrence. It
was just some of his over-zealous follow-

© In answer“to a question sbout Judge
Witt, he said: “I never saw him drunk.”
* Representative James R. Campbell of
QGarland asked permission to press the
question, asking if Judge Witt had “a
yeputation for heavy g."” .

! “Good gracious, no!” said the witness.
? «Jg there a reign of terror in Hot
. Springs?” asked the committee sttor-

! “Some feel there has been too much
‘latitude if they try to oppose things
.they may be persecuted.” .

“Do you feel you might be hurt if
"the impression should go out that you
were in fympathy with this investiga-
tion . .

Says Judge Witt Warned Of

_.‘Gentleman’s Agreement.’ " .

¥ "B, K. Vernon, bookmsker, said he

- talked with the mayor about a location
for his “shop” and was told him he

“could open on Malvern avenue, but

- other officials objected. He said he wae
told that “Judge Witt said there was

‘s gentleman’s agreement against any

" gambling establishment on that gyve-

, nue.”

. *“Bo I opened on Broadway,” he said.

" T paid Jacobs $75 a week for the rac-
ing news service.

- Vernon said the wire and office help
cost Jacobs $325 a week and that Jacobs
collected $75 each week from nine book-

©  «The three operated by Jacobs him-
self did not have to pay,” he said. “That

' lJeft the nine of us paying $675. I was
told that the difference between what
Jacobs collected and pald went to cer-
tain ticians.” - .

' Vermlhonldhemdtﬁeelght

others were called to headquarters every,

two weeks and were given names by
officers. When these names were called
‘in open court to answer charges of
gambling, they pleaded guilty and each
paid & “fine” of $100. When he went
-into the business, Vernon said, he was
“told that he would have to go through
_such procedure. He did not know what
tpolmghm. i any, were paid by Jacobs.

ys Judge and Prosecutor .
itlined Investigations. s
I "B Lovell Sr. druggist, chai
ofjthe Balley for Governor club at

t

Bprings last summer, testified that while,j

PRS- PR -

' be_was & member of the Grand Jury,

sAnvestigated anything that
-pot brought to -#fs attention by Judge
Witt for Houston Emory, former pro-
secuting attorney. He also said it was
generally talked in the city that Judge
Witt “used liquor extensively.”

Jacobs Revealed As~—~ "~ -
Financing ‘Boosting.’. :

Walter Ebel, newspaperman told the
committee that he received $25 weekly
from W. 8. Jacobs for boosting Hot
Bprings. Ebel said he had proposed a
publicity campaign to the Chamber of
Commerce several years ago and while
that body “had his suggestion under
consideration, Jacobs, hearing about it,
promised that he would :ssume the debt
himself. -~ Ebel described Jacobs as
“deeply . interested” in the welfare of
Hot Springs. He denled having any
other business dealings with him.

Asked if Mayor McLaughlin had
asked him last summer to take charge
of the Second Ward box, Ebel was em-
phatic in his denial. .

“The mayor never asked me to do
anything unlawful in connection with
any election, nor do anything -else dis-
honorable,” said the witness. “I think
be's o0 smart & mdin and has better
sense than
of me.”

Ebel said that Judge Witt was not a
drunkard, nor had he ever seen the
jjudge while drinking. -- N

Refuses to vae Testimony
Before Reporters.

The next witness, Miss Gladys Wil-
son stopped as ghe entered the room
and informed the committee she would
not testify before reporters. After tak-
ing the oath she identified herself, told
of having published Public Opinion, a
Hot Springs newspaper until it suspend-
ed publication after the election. Asked
- why it was suspended, she said:

[h“tge got tired of fighting a losing
: e.”

| She then again refused to testify.
:Chairman Johnson asked for a reason.
“Hot Bprings is my home and I want
to continue there.”
Committeeman Robinson . informed
t¥e witness that should the matte{ come
bfore the 8Benate for a hearingt her
timony then would become blic

prpperty. He declared the comm¥ttee
uld hold her in contempt.

It then was decided to excuse her for
the time being and decide in executive
session to decide further action. Robin-
son withdrew his motion. -

After all witn had been heard,
Miss Wilson was admitted to the cham-
bers to testify before the committee
alone. The nature of her testimony was
not made public. s
PO S :..hAﬁ.-i;..;'-'«,-«i“{e.;-_ el

City Commiittee Secretary’
Produces Minutes. .. .
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to ask anything like that Pt
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that gambling
er went around
I've always been

said, but could not
Witt ever had asked for an
tion l.ntq alleg

te!

Garland and Hot Sp!

as in St. Louls, Mo., w ! ‘
mittee held had no connection with the
investigation. Taylor said

had been misinformed as
| being investigated, so after
eral

Deny That Judge Witt ~ . .
Ever Becomes Drunk. -

J. L. Pinkerton and J. B. Hughes,
lumbermen of Norman, were spokesman
for the Montgomery county group. They
told of intimate friendship with Judge
Witt for & number of years and denied
he ever “got drunk.” Both said he had
been suffering with a throat
that had resulted i his going to a hos-

tal.

“Judge Witt had no knowledge of our
plans to come before you gentlemen.,”
Pinkerton said, “untfl we passed through
Hot Springs today. The majority of
people in our county are for him. Per-
sonally, I've served on Grand Juries in
jour county and each time Judge Witt
has included in his charge the enforce-
ment of all laws. -

Judge Witt Endorsed By v
Montgomery County Citizens. -

A written statement given to the Ga-:
zette by a member of the committee
follow: ’ L

The undersigned citizens of and of-
ficers of Montgomery county came to
Little Rock today for ‘the purpose of
appearing before the Investigating Com-
mittee in behalf of Circuit Judge Witt.
'We have known Judge Witt since boye
"hood; have observed his conduct as a
judge on the bench and feel that as

his home folks we are qualified to
spesk for him. He is a native son of
 Montgomery county and enjoys the con- !
fidence and esteem of our people. There
is no question as to his fitness, charac-
ter or ability and we trust that he will
receive that consideration from the
legislature that is justly due him.
(Signed) ot

J. B. Hughes, J. L. Pinkerton, J. H.
Shaw, Jeff Carpenter and P. G. War,
neke, brother of Lon Warneke, all

Norman; County Judge Frank Hale,
Sheriff Mathiag Glaze, Deputy Sheriff
John Johnson, J. H. Alley, merchant,
Attorney Leo Radford, Attorney John{
Freeman, County Treasurer Joe Simp-
son, Everett Sims, merchant and Tom

LM dos

~L. V. Freeman, ¥imbermai, secreta
of the City Democratic Committee gave
the committee copies of his minutes of

with the

various meetings held in- connection|t
August primary. The r

‘i€ contained the names of the judge
E E II’a.;E ‘ﬁi"m‘ w

O'Neal, garage operator, ... .. :
- Lon Warneke, the baseball pitcher ae-
compenied the group to Little Rock and
remained in an anté-room for a short .

b /]
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ERTEI Attached are the telephons logs OB ihe taps on telo
" and 648, at Hot gprings, Arkes for Febe Ty 1537, Also attached will
found clippingé froa local pnewpapers for the above da
atteniiom should be d.rected to the telephone call
125 -here Hurbert Akers jnforms One wpack® that the gecret Service is _

- looking for his brother wphil® who apparently is wanted for forgery of a:

* government checks It 18 possible thal Mack's brother is named Fred Or - o
some such sounding nase other than phil, It 4 suggested that the 4dentity
of the si.bscriber to the telephone 5217 be ined st the telephomne a

ok. If it can be dome without srrousing suspicion "N
Ahe United States gecret .-

Ro
4 discrete inquiry made at :
rative who wad working

of
.- en the date Feb. 7, 1957} the identity of the man sough
.o x .. whether he is 4n order that this satter osn be 8
mostig;ted at the proper time, involving 88 it does,s poss
© . charge against Chief of petectives AkerSe i S s
" previous to this date unonndm-;m;}mpn :
each day's 10gSe They bave sel ‘out pertinent eonverss
he tepephons taps at Hot Springs have called attent
Aecnvorlationl which appear pert;nont to the yrqaent
much as he Little Rock Field pivislion thoroughly ‘reads and
? logs end prepares current reports from week to weeks
the same infcrmation a8 hes been gontained in the daily
ot Hot Springss ihere sppears tobe & needless dupli
for this reascn a memorandus will not be submitted
hereafter, except in those cases where ipformation may
N B of the agents od the planis at Hot 8pTr
.1 - the attention of the agent reading t.!p;on_a;f,j.&qw ttle Bock !
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SpaProbers : |
 May Receive
. Delegation

'Lon Warneke Said “to
Head Montgomery :
~ County Group. .. ...

More “ﬂre\rorh" in the House
committee’s investigation of alleged
lawlessness in Hot prings were ex-
?ected tonight with receipt of word
hat a delegation of about 25 Mont-
gomery countians, headed by coun
officials and Lon Warneke, maj
league hurler,. would be present ap
the committee’s session here.

The reliable information was that
the group will testify on behalf of
Circuit Judge Ear) Witt, whose 18th
district includes Garland and Mont-
gomery counties.

The meeting will be held in the,
Wallace building office of John R.'
Thompson, assistant city attorney,
who is attorney for the district. An
unverified report said that W, 8
Jacobs, one of the owners of Cluh

Ivedere and the Southern Cludb at
Hot ﬁgrings, may be summoned to
take the witness stand. C
; . Among the Montgomery eounty'
delegation expected to come here!
from Mt. Ida are Counz Judge Frank !
Hale, Sheriff J. M. laze, County

easurer Joseph Simpson; former
County Judge J. B. Hughe manager
of the Bngss-l-!ughes umber Com-
R:ny; J. L. Beavers, president of the

ont¢omery County Bank; Arthur
Standridge, Montgomery = county
manager for the Louisiana 0il Com-
pany, and about A score of business
men of the eounty, .

Another House committee investi-

ating the practices of so-called

loan shark” finance concerns has a
! session planned for tonizht and dur-

ing the day a dozen operators -fn_
; Little Rock and Fort Smith are due;
to submit to the committee records

PRARVEY {

i

amount of each loan and other data
which the oxeratou failed to submit !
when called before the committee
last Saturday. - TR R L BRI
1, Plans for tonight's meeting were
discussed by the committee 1n & short ;
tonference at ndon today., Rep. Carv'|
neal Warfield of Chijcot county

tigating committee, and Rep. W. M.
Thompson of Batesville heads the .
committee making the inquiry inte. .. =
conditions § rings, and alse

arland an ontgomery countieg

g

showing the names of borrowers, the| - -~ - - . -

is - .
chairman of the “loan shark” invegesi- = -#- -

ich eompose th d ST
Sriesh compose the Ioth judicial dlg .. .

X
B

g
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| MORE WITNESSES TO'
X ,..BE ,H;ARD.‘ B

)

N

.o s
1 "Little Rock, Feb. 9—(F)—A house
‘1] committee investigating nl?eged
laxity in law enforcement in Hot
.| Springs and the 18th Judicial dis-
trict took a recess today. Its spe-
cial agents served subpoenas on
witnesses to be heard at a further
session tomorrow night.
The committee, which has taken
extensive testimony on the opera-
tion of luxurious gambling casinos
in the spa, alleged voting frregu-
larities and mistreatment of city
jall prisoners, and the conduct of
officials in the district, did not
disclose the names of those yet to
be heard. - /- -- - - .
- Circult Judge Earl Witt _of the

[ L
A

-

o

g’;‘.

lution suthorizing the investiga-
{ tion, and who previously testified,
1 has asked for a further hearing.
! at his Hot Springs home, he
offered to pay the of the
| committee to wait on him there.
‘1 The committee voted to.receive him
n Little Rock “at his convenience.”
Prgnk Witte, committee investi-
gator, told the commitiee he had
been unable to serve a subpoens
on s young woman witness whom
the committee desires to hear. -

“He said he had interviewed the
young woman in Hot Springs last
week, but was unable to find her
sgain when he returned there with
son instructed him to dontinue his
efforts to servé® the subpoena. .
A group of Hot Springs business
men who appeared before the com-
mittee last night expressed “faith
and oonfidence” in Judge Witt. |/

PA INQUIRY 70 - ||
BE RESUMED AT
| SESSION TONIGHT ¥y

SUBPOENAS SERVED ON |

18th District, eriticised tn the reso-4.

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, -~
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS,
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Postpones Trials |
, Of 5_0an Ofﬁcers

b f&'éﬁnmuestofrekﬂmotthe
fate John Dickson, their attorney,

i SeottWoodnndtheprosecuunc;:a

“We were
officer said. =

ttac!
trouble

is
eeting?
™ Club

1 knew how to do to pro-
vide for s speedy and fair trial of
e cases” .
. trials were acheduled for
Monday with Circuit Judge A. ?.
_8teel, Ashdown, presidicg at in
ﬂg of Judge Wit
i

qpa,"Cémblin' .
| Hear

-gins Has

:

of ]
_gmen or .
prings.
Mr.

Night Club Owners De- [e
tails Operations to

m

Hot Springs
-Among _em

With reference to gambling In Hot

they said “the people of

Hot Springs have favored a liberal

policy In order to compete with

other health nnddp&:mre resorts
officials 0!

not be__ Dblamed M‘ﬁz

et o

“"the House of Represqn: |
ﬁ’ti'veu committee investigating lax-

ity in law enforcement Bob Moore,
Springs
bling

heard testimony

AR
ted here "

Sy

963,

here !\._\8};

ngéretb'an

omp-
uring the questioning dﬁ

one of the may
waiting outsi
Owner

Sam Wait and Ar
rt owners of the

%7att told how W. S. Jacobs,
owner of Belvedere,
interests in the cl

SR - mED " hese “influential” men be.

| P 1. ' C | d n‘-!*nfedh:ie’ Led‘ gérv)otx!. bmthef of
) O lce uar Judz: Verne Ledgerwood, municipal
R N PR3 e i - ) ’ud‘ . . ot

e. . o
D. Cooper, former president o
the Hot Springs C_’hnmber of Com-!
erce. - . porT i
iss, manag

Do noghh}nlg'er of Commerce.’

l3fe@ Chiet Joe W
(Continued on Poge 2)

vl |
fhundred
mﬂ.led sbout

been_expected

the cam-

_—
Rep.

ns on .
ern Club, he
-t < .

‘s bodyguards who
?lrc t0 break up thil

Testifies.
chie Ledge:
So

uthern
and other clubs at
mmi!

policemen at

ave away part
ub ztn “influential’”

P e

er of the
loyes of either Belve-

" House Members. .. | Amon8 SRR ol he listed: f -..:
"Guarded agamnst hinted “trouble” P, O. Witt, uncle of Judge Bart]
by a special detail of Litlle Rock, Witk o Wekelin, son of formerFor—

aeelin. . . .
gormer captain of PO ~-= -~




;s :1?-:-&5;*.-0.(.1,;;{,5.,',;, they ¢~

o e
emamsempConitinued from Pags’ 1)

; Mrs. Herbert Akers, wife of the
chief of detectives.

Dorothy Halsey, daughter of 3
city detective. - ~ Coe .

Mr. Watt was insistent in that he
had no personal knowledge of any
protection payments to Hot Springs
authorities. * .

“If that was done, I had no knowl-
edge of it,” he said.

As for the employment ‘of rela-
tives of officers, he told the com-
mittee: R ) .

“1 guess the officers asked to be

la .
P Ledgerwood 1old the committee
that competition’ with other resort
centers rt:auired that Hot Springs
be opera under a liberal policy.
Says Gambling Necessary. .
“Why didn’t Hot Springs officers
enforce the gambling laws?” ]
“Hot Springs is a resort and l1-.»eo-
ple come there for health and pleas-
ure,” he said. “Gamb houses
there were closed up onée before
and the people went to Florida.”
Ledgerwood told the commmittee he
was a brother of Municigal Judge
VYerne gerwood and added:
- “He gave me plenty of hell for
being in the gambling business and
1 told him 1t was and I had to ¢n
account of my health.” ~
Jess R. Murphy, spokesman for jhe
group of Hot Springs business min,
told the committee that the le
of Hot Springs have favored a
eral policy in order to compete
:&er health resorts, and the offi-
s of the community should not
befblamed for this policy.
ontinuing, he declared:
It has been repeatedly sald In
press that you are investigating
Judge Earl Witt, our circuit judge,
-and let us say now that he has been
our circuit judge for 15 years and:
the people of Hot Springs have con-,
fidence in his honesty, integrity and
ability. Judge Witt bears the rep-
- utation §n our judicial district of be-
" ing extremely fair and impartial in
the trial of all cases and matters that
come before him. He is learned in
law and is eminently qualified for
the ‘Kositlon he occupies. An audit
of the circuit court expenses made
by ‘the firm of Chase sand Gaunt,
ublic accountants, shows that dur-
g the first ten years of the tenure
of office of Judge Earl Witt there
was a saving to the taxpayers of
more than $80,000 as compared with
the last ten years of his predeces-

#0T8. .

“We take this opportunity of ex-
pressing to your committee our faith
and confidence in Judge Witt both
as our circuit judge and as a citizen
of our district We further stato
to you that our people living direct-
ly ‘under the jurisdiction of Judge

. Witt’s court are satisfied with the.
tonduct of that court and beg of you :
40 not permit politicians or politics:
10 cause you to do anything that
will reflect. upon Judge Witt or the
people of the 18th Judicial district.”,
. Billy Mann, Hot Springs grocer
‘15" years, told the committee the
August primary was conducted “un-
der_ pressure” ~; [« 0 o
& * attended “what "is commonly
Xknown as ‘a pressure meeting. held'
dn police court,” lie testified, “Judge :

ALY anrohlin  talked

!Y!c em to account for
0 Poll 3 ts ‘and it . you
can't get them, we can arrange it” . -
|, .- Ex-Peliceman - TYestifies. - .-¥
{ Mann said he was.a former po-
! liceman and was a candidate for,
i constable in the election but that his
name was “scraiched off” the ad-’
| ministration ticket and he was de-
[ feated. ) . oo
}" L. G. Stanley, Mt. 1da, told of
' presence of gambling  machines
nning openly” in Montgomery
| county, a part of the Eighteenth dis-
{ trict presided over by Judge Witt |
‘He reported they disappeared after
_the present investigation started.
i Mrs, W. L. Haynes, aunt of John
Dickson, reviewed charges which
her family has made that Dickﬁ
Hot Springs jail prisoner, died i
| Christmas Eve as a resylt of being
beaten by officers. . )
Seven policemen were indicted in
the death and are slated for trial
Monday. Judge = Witt disqualified
'himself for the trial. Circuit Judge
‘A. P. Steel, Ashdown, accepted an
-jnvitation to preside. . .

“The Rev. F. L. Hurst Yold the com-
mittee: P L - :
- “]t is & known fact that Leo Mc-

: Laughlin dominates elections in Hot
Springs. - 1 feel that the people of
Garland county need .a .new deal
! Right now, they are dep » o
described a meeting conducted
at Pity Hall shortly . before the
_Auffust primery. st which he said
‘Malor McLaughlin spoke and told
city! policemen and_firemen to see
thaf “all of your.relatives have poll
taxes” . . - v ot

He deciared that Mayor Mc-
Laughlin told the = employes they
could vote as they pleased but if
they didn't vote right, someone

would be aréund to take their jobs.
"Rep. Jim Campbell of Garland
made a brief statement at the close
of the meeting, defending Judge
Witt. He said the reputable busi-
{ness men of Hot Springs were for
Judge Witt. He declared he bad
Xxnown Judge Witlt many years and
:tliz;lt his reputation was the best pos-
sible.” . .t T

" The committee voted to {invite,
i Judge Witt to appear before the
“committeg at a future meeting, if he
‘g0 desires. . . * i

This action was taken after Judge
Witt had sent letters to each mem- '
ber asking to be heard.

In his letiers, Judge Witt said he '
had been confined to his home by |
jllness and for that reason unable to :
appear before .the committee. He !
asked to be heard, if his health per- {
mits. In the event he is physically
unable to apepar before the commit-
tee, he offered to pay expenses of
the group to Hot Springs to hear his "
statement. - . T )

1 he investigating cominitiee will
hold another session "Wednesday

night. Members said they hoped to

complete the inquiry by Saturday.
DIght o300 S A iy el

" While_ the. investigators were in°
“session last night, Detective Chiet
Herbert Akers charged at Hot
gﬁr_ms that two women had been
"offered money to testify against him
‘before the probers.’ = " . *

% He reported possession of deposi-
ifions from two women declaring
"$hey had been offered money by &
‘man repre 1f a8 an mﬂg.
vestigator for the committep. - s
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' Defeate

Sres.
:

Vote in August.

The House defeated late tod
l;;lalsby tBlutt ?.t Carroll to xepe.a’l' g‘,:
] act legalizi
V°}§,th3 35 tx:u;: horse racing. The

e Hot Springs news; d
the Garland county reprre’:zr:rh’ﬁ:r:s
report that people are moving out
g: uls{:tostpnngs_gy the‘ hundreds be-

activities -

tu;‘e," Butt t:aici. of this leg_i.sl .
epresentative B -
ba'te on the bilf utt opepe@ de

‘The only issue involved is wheth-
er or not you are willing to prosti-
tute the good name of Arkansas for
the dollars that this state will get
gair:ugh legalized gambling,” Butt

“Is the amount of 1 A
get worth the bad r'en °$t§’t}:3“.:'3
; bad publicity and degmatory re-

. imarks we get throuﬁh the racing?

i By legalizing gamblin,
lovsvereﬁithe moral tone ‘ol’ tvl:: 312:;’$ |
peaking against the b !
ford of Missisisppi, said:  Craw-!
o law is stronger th -,
timent of the peop! erbacl.tno}h iet. 'Iea:-
galizing of racing by the 1935 legis-
lature was a commendable act. I'd
love for some of these gentlemen to
::{-led us u:rhat gu}ral loss we have suf-
rough legalized racing dure’
ing the past two years® ne ur

Blount of i
bill. said: ... “~spefking for the

V(l;te oh. Represenmtiv-é--uhools and churches and

64 Total.. ¢y i+

Y 't see how we can poiisist-
‘ ently ?/2rh§msf gambling $ o;r. .

galize it in the high places. Many

4 .Bl.lﬂ,sr' Bill to Repeal times it's the little fellow with a

g family who gambles away .

"Law Resu]ts in 30 to his money on horse races. I'm op-

posed to any form of gambling.

-} Thompson of Independence mpid: - ;-
“It seems that free government ale .. < x:-
ready has ceased to exist in Garland

county and tentacles of horse racing . - -~

Ar gument' B rief soon, will reach out into other coun- |

Ti:omf;soﬁ, chairman of the Houseé '

Bills Introduced Also to ||committee investigating law enforce-

ment conditions at Hot Sorines, said

Amend Thorn Liquor [|that the books of eight Hot Springs
Law by Referendum ’

gambling houses showed a
$332.000 last year. S
“Operation of crooked gambling
machines is taking money away from
Hot Springs visitors,” said,
“Three-fourths of ths dice taken in
recent raids on Hot Springs gam- '
bling houses were crooked. :
“] guess after this legislature ad-
journs, it will be dangerous for me
to go to Hot Springs.” -
. Bills were introduced in the Jower
branch*of the general assembly to-
day to amend the Thorn liquor con- -
trol act to prohibit the advertising
of liquor and for the enactment of
| a law calling for a special liquor
| referendum election to give the elec-
tors of the state the right on the
second Tuesday in August to ap-
prove or reject the Thorn liquor act
of 1935. RN T
: Should s majority of the votes in -
the election be cast in favor of Jegal
sale of liquor, the bill by Boyer of
Yell contains a provision that the
sale of legal liquor would be out- .
lawed in all wards, townships. cities .
and towns and counties voting
against liquor sales should be ma-
jority in any subdivision of the state
government vote against legal sales.
The bill to prohibit the advertis-
ing of liquor was introduced by the
Rev. Lee Nichols. Logan county rép-:
resentative, and was referred to the
temperance committee after having

e ——— A ——— T

.

measure was sent to the committee
or banks and banking. Y

The representatives passed 1L
convening after the recess over the
week-end. Seven of the bills were
dbudzet measures to make $1.950.638

available dyging-thes next biennl;:ai i

for the operation of state schools.

been read the second time. Boyer's- .-...w . -

measures within two hours after €@+ o5 srvr. -
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Probers Meet _

Discord

.
\

——

Mar

Tomorrow: | 1218COTd Marks::
" The House Committee of the degis-| . W I'O h ' eSSIO S
i, oy Sharges of wemr | N L 2A Y >) .
ism and lawlessness of , &N~ R . 1 HA statement issiy -
nounced yesterday that another meet- MucH Strife in Ra of mnﬁ'&mﬁ"&fgl&t g Fri-1
ing will be hel mMOrrow nig. : o . ony already bef, )
t.hit members of the press would be ad- Delegauon of Reprc- enough that we feel {hat i?mp: eh'f
mitted. Another meeting may be held || sentatives Investi ga » ment proceedings are {nevitable” R
later in the week, it was said by John A vesHes ﬂ:‘:he% o‘tl.hment' however, wag'
R eom sty i 0% . | Hot Springa, - | 0 o 5 Ko T Wb S
. The committee has been conducting : 00 . . was learned from unquestion-~
- ble sources that at ] st tw o
#s investigations behind closed doors' S Ch d at lea o other |
until Priday night when newspapermen |, € c r e C y ar ge g?mhe“m%;::?ﬂpm Tefused |
;of wllm ‘lf:d T:::lps::e;xdn Il:u.: ’ - v gglnlop ﬂ‘:}n‘t "Cgﬂd pledge them as™
’ ! - evin, il

the subpoenas had not been served as RCPOl‘tS Say ImpeaCh Vg impeachment proceedings -

were in order, ., ..

” A e
. ment Charges to be| I was learned fat o4 Suust " ons
port soon. Tn s stateme & relased Fri-|  “Hane & srr gy [ Member of the eommg. oot :e'f
Port soon. In & stateme ¢ relessed Pri- | “Handed Committee Pret;ed the opinion that “if the pres-
ht they said enough evidence . . Sopinion that if the pres-?
‘v o o impesciment | May Finish This Week. St 1F e ignicenty” Sodicl
: . one in 4

,of certain officials seemed inevitable.”
i , v : .
.Hot Springs Police Officers
Deny All Charges.

.l clal {0 the Gazette,
p;iot 8prings, Feb. 6.—Members of the

Internal strife was reported near
the breaking point within the legis-
lative committee investigating laxity
of law enforcement at Hot Springs
last night. -~ .

Reports were current that articles

‘Hot Springs Police Department accused

of impeachment already had been
without the consent or
ge of a majority of the com-

any official in the

high au
parently

committee, were organized -
red out g and car

; majority of the committee. At least -

e
® sta E
i :Net “in” on Rasds, ©' -«
3¢ was alsptylegnfd Iast night on :

rity, tw :
q}gn:'ler lp:msorghi;ng; :ge‘

AR

without the knowledge of .

. on Page 2, Gen. Ne_lu Sec.),

legislature investigating alleged mitlee, and that the draft would be
s:roﬂ.sm Irnu:ms city tofuy made affi-; Presented to the five-man body for
davits denying statements the commit- PProval within a week.
tee received from Billy Blair, 24, Roxie’, It was learned on high authority

. that until Friday night's open hear-
:;'tﬁ:'dz;md Iva w Johnson, 30',1 ing conducted b t‘ge committee, a

e | majority of the body had been un-
Those who made affidavits were Mrs.| gware of developments or progress
‘Emma Warrington, police matron:: jn the investigation.
‘Owen Corrington and F. H. Tucker. Shortly before Friday night's
who alternate day and night shifts as meeting got under way, one member
Jailers; Officers T. G. Evans, and Chief| of the committee attempted to gain
of Detectives Herbert Akers. entrance to a room where Chairman
N Hotel Manager in Denml, W. M. Thompson was talking to sev-
" 'Bruce Wallace, manager of the Ma- 5"1 W“nesges-_ Riepeated raps on t:; A majority of the members of the '
' jestic hotel, issued a statement denying °°".¥£" .hmtllfs on “’ieé: 8301;”‘: ; Sommittee also were unaware of!
that he had discharged Fred Penning. g::titi eoc;;g_ :mmm tee mem ; pl:en: for the rl.'l?d“ Hot s‘g{mu gnc]
hims v "w 2go Friday when'
fon, unl recently employed by ;l:f Another committee member stand- | gambling paraphernalia —valued ot
Engineers Department at the hotel ing nearby urged his colleague to $15,000 was seged. o
Cause Pennington had aided rlt'nnkt “kick in the door.” . . “+-1 Two members of the body were
:ittt:eofmﬂ;;:;;t:b ﬁmmle Departmen May Finish This Week. - sequainted vith t:cgsb otofth& raid
here. - ’ ? ey 8 e lo e Hotel.
In a letter addressed to the editor of ,nﬁ,‘::::’,’;“‘h,ﬁ“ “,’,’,‘;‘{{,‘,,“?g',‘;‘;?:‘,‘ Marion more than an iour after the
& newspaper here, Wallace wrote: similar to that held Friday night is | equipment had been seized. Ex.
“Replying to your statement In the goheduled for Monday or ‘Tuesday ] Pressing doubt that the raids had
paper made by Mr. Pennington, who night. He indicated that it is hoped | been staged, they called the office of
was dismissed from the Majestic hotel’ to complete all investigation by the | a news service to verity the report.
o, L o’ v P e o, | o, o Pl cris
e committee has been fu n- | out at the meeting here ay n
::_h 3 could not have 4 ing for thre ow under or- 4 Teelon

were the first e received
ders of a House resolution adopted
“the sessfort, -, .08 . .

-l ik

DISCORD MARKS |
PROBE SESSIONS,

{Contin, lmu Py 1, ch News Sec.) v

three members of the five-man group
were unaware that the first raid at
Hot Springs in which a number of
rsons were subpoenaed to appear
efore the committee, was 1o be .
conducted, it was reported. -

sanction of a majority of the com.
FURRR m"-m. N j ty

RIS R YT SR

“yt
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' Near Fist Fight Reperted.

- Reports w0 members of the
committee came near to blows at a
recént meeting were verified

. night by news solirces.

It was rted that during the
tourse of a discussion, Rep. Pat Rob-
inson, member of the committee, in-
vited Rep. Nichols to “step outside

and we'll see who is the best man.”
Actual blows were averted by ef-:
forts of friends, it was said. |

The question of where funds will
be found to finance the inquiry aleo'
arose yesterday, when it was re-'
| vealed that approximately only $300
remains in the House of Representa-:
tives contingent fund, from which’
mmel of the probe were to be

3

A voucher for $60 to pay the ul-l
ary of a stenographer-secretary for|
the committee up until Feb. 2, was
paid the past week. Several vouch-
cr:‘for witnesses’ fees have been is-
su

It was learned that no voucher has
been issued for payment of John R.
Thompson. attorney for the commit-
tee, and it was reported that no
agreement had been reached by the
committee on the amount of salary
to be paid Mr. Thompson, who 1is
assistant city attorney for the City
. of Little Rock. :

! A court reporter employed by the
. committee to record statements of
. Witnesses also-has not been paid.

A House committee conducting an
- investigation of loan companies al-
ready has approved a claim of $250
for legal services for Carroll Hol-
lensworth, House parliamentarian,
and this claim must be paid from
the House contingent fund. This
j would leave approximately only $80
) to care for expenses of the Hot
- Bprings investigating committee.
The opinion was expressed in sev-
. eral places yesterday that Gov. Carl
2. Balley might make an allotment|
from the goveérnor’s emergency fund
. o carry on the Hot Springs investi-
gation. R
" Te Disquality Belf. :
Hot Springs—Circuit Judge Ear)
Witt last night announced he would
" .disquality himself in the trials of
seven former policemen charged
. with second degree murder in the
death of John Dickson, city édl
prisoner, and said he had invited Cir-
» cuit Judge A. P, Steele, of Ashdown,
_to _vreside in his place. . -~ - .
f» “In view of recent developments,
‘T think it best to have another judge
- preside over these cases” udge
© Witt sald. “Also, these men have
been under indictment for several
" weeks and I think there should be
‘some effort to set their trials.”
' A“I will set theie cases to suit your
_cdonvenience,” Judge Witt sdvised
_Judge Steele in urging him to “let
_me know the earliest date you could
“come to H rings for this pur-

e

s, . , ' ',"".Z-:’V.""’"{"“‘.""‘“,"t"'v’"-;“" v gt

T Y T e




I peaChment’-——iﬂhmed the exclusion of report.

“Action May
 Follow Probe

ARKANSLS DEMOCRAT,

LITTLE ROCK, AmmsAf,. . -

DATE: 3

Lawmaker “Explains.®
A member -of the committee

:i“ from the room
on: -

“You wouldn't want to be respon-
sible for the death of some man,

would you?” .. . . \ o
The three inmates:of the -State '
Farm for Women charged under
oath that immoral conditions existed
in the Hot Springs city Jail, and that
women arrested there had

with the ques-

Hot Springs 'Coiﬁmittee
Closes ‘Open’ Hearing
to Newspapermen.

A legislative committee investigat-
ing charges of a breakdown. in law
enforcement in Hot Sorings and the
Eighteenth Judicial district- said to-

ceedings against officials in t'pe Hot
Springs area “are inevitable.

The statement was issued over the
signature of Rep. Lee Nichols of
Booneville, committee secretary; last
night after an “0) hearing” at the

ice of John Thompson,s com-
mittee attorney, in the Wallace build-

Newspaper men wh6 had been in-

i

vited to attend the “open hearing”,
were permitted to hear testimony of
three inmates of the State Farm for

day it believed impeachment pro-];j

Women at Alexander; a Hot Springs
hotel engineer who was Jired for
“talking to people I had no business
hltl;ing to” and a committee investi-
gator. . .

They were excluded from - . the
room when six Hot Springs business
men were called, individually, to
present testimony, *

. The committee decided to close the
“open hearing” when the six busi-
ness men objected to testifying in
the presence of newspaper men.
ember of the committee said th
siness men told him it wouldu'
safe for them to testify at a hear-

b
1ing at which newspaper men were
P

sent. -

(hi and otherwise abused by
olficers. S
One of the women prisoners, giv- |
ing the name of Billy Blair, 24, told
the committee she had been seduced !’
by force at the age of 15 by a Hot|'
Springs polioce official, instigated to |
commit robbery by a oliceman, ar- |
rested and beaten, and later sent to
the women's prison farm for a year.

She aleged that Circuit Judge
Ear] Witt, in sentencing her, prom-
sed to aid her in obtaining a re-

(Continued on Page 2) -

IMPEACHMENT -
- ACTION MAY: !
FOLLOW PROBE
" (Continued from Page 1)

lease after serving a part of her t!me,:
‘“But they won't help me now,
she told the commiitee shrilly.
“They’ll kill me it 1 ever go back
fo Hot Springs because they will
know about my testimony here.”
Asked by the committee attorney
who “they” were, she replied: .
“The law over there.* - F

“The testimony already before us|%®nd

is enough that we feel that impeach-
ment proceedings are . inevitable,”
said the committee’s statement,
Acting Chief Hecr'd, :

At Hot Springs, Acting Chief of
Police Weldon Rasberry, only re-
cently appointed, said “There is not
rd of truth” in the charges of
ral conditions at the jail,

desd man while he questioned ng. !
Y

Rasberry -several weeks ago
ceeded Chief of Police Joe Wak
I pe)t'}deddbyinlhyor laeg jl-" ’

ughlin during a gran ury
ve‘:t?nﬁon into the death of a
i:il prisoner, allegedly from a .

g. Seven policemen were indict- .
ed for the death of the f;iconer, but
thosé charged did not include the
suspended chief. . o

Since the house committee started
its inquiry, state revenue depart-
ment agénts, apparently working in '

s¢ co-opération with the investi.:
gators, raided night clubs at Hot
Springs, seized and burned several |
tho’ nd t:lolhrz worth of gambling :
equip: ’ : N

The resolution under which the
house committes is working authore’
ized it to determine whether fm-
guchment roceedings should be

rought against officials in the Hot
Springs area, The resolution allesg
& breakdown in law enforcement
an alliance between peace officers
and the “criminal classes” - . -
.. Women Inmate Testifies,

‘The other women's reformatory in-
mates appearing before the lefoﬂ..'
tive group gave their names as Roxie
Parker, 20, and Iva Lee Johnson, 20.

Roxie Parker said she didn't know
why she had been sent to the re-
formatory. She explained that she
}:revmu’sly had been arrested and re-
eased in connection with a fatal
shooting at Hot Spirngs. ot

- “That time, they took me to jail
and a police officer said he would .
whip me unless I talked, and he did.
He took me where a dead man was
and made me put my hand of-

»put me under the hot lights |
‘bent my tingers almost d blel

—r




1 vey Cook, but I didn't

1 tigator )—at least it looks that way.”

] destruction of Hot Springs night

| tax recelpts which he said had been
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A shoved their thumps behind my

. . N —

“That was last June. It was in
connection with the killing of Har-
) know any-
thing about jit.” -

Iva Lee Johnson said she had been
sentenced from Judge Verne Ledger-
wood’s municipal court for drunk-
enness and had been at the prison
farm just a week. .

-Mrs. Helen D. McDonald, super- ]
intendent of the state women's farm, |
told the committee the Parker girl
,was an “ideal inmate” but that both
the Blair and Johnson girls had been
treated in the state hospital for nerv-
ous disease, while serving time at
the reformatory.

Excepting newspapermen, John T.
Williams of the local district attor-
ney's office, and Representative
James R. Campbell of Hot Springs
were the only outsiders permitted to
attend the session. - -

Ex-Hotel Employe Heard. -

Fred L. Pennington, describing
himself as until recently & main-
tenance engineer at the Majestic ho-
tel, said he “was let out of my job
at the hote{iesterd:y because I talk-
ed to Mr, Witte (a committee inves-

. “The chief engineer fired me be-
cause he said I was talking to peo-
ple I had no business talking to,” he
continued.
satistactory.” . .

Frank Witte, the committee in-
vestigator, told the committee he
took part in the recent seizure and

clubs’ gambling paraphernalia. .
He jdentified in evidence 39 poll

ven to him by a man he named as
ha.z"le: Sellers, a former pol

an” -
Witte charged the poll tax Te-
eipts were distributed in Hot
Springs for voting purposes in the
primary and that a “pink ticket” of
the city administration’s selections
for state and district offices was dis-
tributed also to voters. .
He zaid the selections were heéad-

who was given a largé majority in
the resort city over Carl E. Bailey, lf
who won the office.

the man identified

“Charles Sellers,” was removed from
¢ resort police force recently

when he was indicted in connection

with robbery of a club at Hot

Springs. Campbell said he was ap-
inted by the court to defend Sel-

ers.
© Witte said Sellers told him the 80!
tax receipts were part of 123
ns pamed on a 1 iven him.
: ep told me the ?& :vere for

g;e‘ didn’t get around to seeﬁ:el.
itteNgld, -~ - - ¢ .

bogt P

“Benhington, 101d Tthe _ committes | AHey Wire sxciuded
that he was “thrown out” of a poll- | roém when' six Hot Epﬁn‘s‘ A
FHEplace in Hot Springs, the were called, indivic uany, o

| the polls,
Mrs.

“He said my \:ork W“JI : lpeéChment "! ” v

ed by Ed F, McDonald for governor,

" ceedings against officials in the Hot
Representative Cnmgbell v;?ti?e that | Springs area “are inevitable.”
y as

11
K: was given to distribute to per-i'

D s Ty

present tectimagx‘x,y. oA e ige s f
The commi decided to close the
“open hearing” when the six busi-

Bailey to watch the counting of bal-
lots. He said his father-in-law was ' ness men objected to testifying in

arrested the of the ptimary and | the presence of newspaper men. A
placed in jail for 24 hours, after member of the committee said the
which he was released. His father| business men told him it wouldn't:
had been carrying Bailey voters 10 be safe for them to testify at a hear- :
Pennington said. - ing at which newspaper men were

. C. Hickman, a registéred! present. | Lo T
nurse, called to appear before the * Lawmaker “Explains.” .
committee, declined.to answer a' A member of the committee later
question concerning the nature of explained the exclusion of report-
an illness of Judge Witt during ers from the room with the gues-:
whijch time she attended him. ; tiom: - Cor - .
. Mrs. Hickman said she did not! “You wouldn't want to be respon-;
know the exact {llness of Judge Witt sible for the death of some man,:
and that she merely carried out the would you? S ‘
inmates of the State:

treatment prescribed by the attend-, _ The three
ine ohysician. : Farm for Women charged umder.

. i !

“Have you ever attended patients oath that immoral conditions existed .
sutfering from alcoholism?” a com- | in the Hot Sorines city jail _snd Shat!
' and otherwise abused by

rimary, after he

of the August 11
Carl E.

had been commissioned by

| T

"™ ee member asked. i | jwomen
- Mrs. Hickman replied that she had. “&;’;&?:
“Would you say that the symptoms , ~ QOpe of the women prisoners, giv-
of Judge Witt's illness were ti¥e | ;55 the name of Billy ‘Blair, 24, told
same as those of a patient suffering | the committee she had been seduced

' at the age of 15 by a Hot
g%rgr?polioe official, instigated to
thegquestion, declaring that it fould | | mnst robbery by a ‘rohcemn. ar-

be A violation of professjonal cs | and beaten, and later sent .tu't
! on p}" e“i nal e\ . ;momen's prilon farm for a year.'

She aleged that Circuit Ju
 Earl eWitt.‘in sentencing her, pro
ised to aid her

from alcoholism?” she was asked.
Mrs. Hickman refused to apswer

in obtaining a
(Continued on Page 2)

MPEACHMENT - ~
-ACTION MAY
FOLLOW PROBE |
: o (Continued from Page 1) °
i i lease after servin rt of her time.
Closer “Open” Hearing | i s i il
she e commiltee rilly.
- oses “Upen earing “They’ll kill me if I ever go back
" to Newspapermen. to Hot Springs because they will
A legislative committee investigat-
ing charges of a breakdown in law

'know about my testimony here.”

Asked by the committee attorney
who “they” were, she replied:

enforcement in Hot Springs and the

Eighteenth Judicial district said to-

day it believed impeachment pro-

Action May

v

“The law over there.” ;
“The testimony already before/us
s enough that we feel that impeach-
ent proceedings are inevilable,” -
id the committee’s statement.
Acting Chief Hear:d. ;
At Hot S rln%.a Acting Chief of
olice Weldon sberry, only re-.
 ord Bt e oo |
ice of John R. Thompson, com- Cconditions at the faile s i
mittee attorney, in the Wallace build- [Mmoral conditions at the jall. - .|
ing. .. - - reeded Chief of Police Joe Wakelin,
Newspaper men who had been iq,- suspended by Mayor Leo P.. Mc- -
!vited to attend the “open hearing”, Laughlin during a grand jury in-
. were permitted to hear testimony of yestigation into the death of a city
three inmates of the State Farm for iaj] prisoner, allegedly from a beat-

The statement was issued over the
 signature 01 Rep. Lee Nichols of
; Booneville, committee secretary, last

night after an “o) hearing” at the

+ Women at Alexander; a Hot Springs ng. * Seven policemen were indi
~ el_g&iqsen_xba:;uueﬂud;‘ he death of the priw
; “lalng 1o ‘people 1 had no business hose charged did not include  the ..
{hl&mg to” and a committee investi- jyspended chief, ... . . .. .- -
gator.. . . - o - B
- - Ea ? - .
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. house committee is working author-

| ney's

" Since the house committee started

iry, state revenue depart-

Ment agents, apparently workipg in ', vestigator, 1o Y
clost m-operatl;on with the m%m.p pcart in the recent ‘seizure and

tors, raided night clubs at Hot '

prings, seized and burned several  ¢lubs’

thousand dollars worth of gambling |
equipment, .
The resolution under which

ized it to determine whether im-
achment &x;oceedinzs should be
rought against officials in the Hot

Springs area. The resolution alleged

a breakdown in law enforcement and

an alliance between peace officers

and the “criminal classes.” -

: Women Inmate Testifies.

. The other women's reformatory In-
mates appearing before the legisia-
tive group gave their mames as Roxie
Parker, 20, and Iva Lee Johnson, 20. ;

Roxie Parker said she didn't know
why she had been sent to the re-
formatory. She explained that she
previously had been arrested and re-
leased in connection with a fatal
shooting at Hot Spirngs.

“That time, they took me to jail]
and a police officer said he would:

whip me unless, I talked, and he did.:| f&;

He took me where a dead man was
and made me put my hand of the
dead man while he questioned me. J

ey put me under the hot lights
shd bent my fingers almost doubl,/

[]
. ‘Ibg shoved their thumbs behind 1&

i “That was last June. It was in

: connection with the killing of Har-

‘vey Cook, but I didn't khow any-
thing about it.”

Iva Lee Johnson said she had been

l sentenced from Judge Verne Ledger-

wood’s municipal court for drunk-
enness and had been at the prison
farm just a week.
! Mrs. Helen D. McDonald, super-
; intendent of the state women's farm,
) told the committee the Parker girl
. was an “ideal inmate” but that both
- the Blair and Johnson girls had been
treated in the state hospital for nerv-
ous disease, while serving time at
the reformatory. :
Excepting newspapermen, John T.
Williams of the local district attor-
office, and Representative
James R. Campbell of Hot Springs
were the only outsiders permitted to
attend the session.
- Ex-Hotel Employe Heard.
Fred L. Pennington, describing
himself as until recen% a main-
tenance engineer at the Majestic ho-
tel, said he “was let out of my job
at the hotel yesterday because I talk-
ed to Mr. Witte (a committee inves-
igator)—at least it looks that waP sy
“The chief engineer fired me be-
use he said I was talking to peo-
I had no business talking to,

Frank Wjite, the

committee he
tion of Hot Springs night
ambling paraphernalia.

He identified ip evidence 39 poll
tax receipts which he said had been
given to him by a man he named as
MGharles Sellers, a former police-
man.”

" Witte charged the poll tax - re-
ceipts were distributed in Hot
Springs for voting purposes in the
primary and that a “pink ticket” of
the city administration’s selections
for state and district offices was dis-
tributed also to voters.

He said the selections were head-
ed by Ed F. McDonald for governor,
who was given a large majority in
the resort city over Carl E. Bailey,
who won the office. :

Representative Campbell said that
the man identified by Witte as!
“Charles Sellers,” was removed from
the resort police force recently.
when he was indicted in connection
with robbery of a club at Hot,
Springs. Campbell said he was ap-
inted by the court to defend Sel-

L]

ers.

Witte sald Sellers told him the 39
goll tax receipts were part of 13§

e was given to distribute to per-
sons named on a list given him. --;

“He told me the 89 were for

le he didn't get around to se -

itte said. . v

Pennington told thée . copmitiee !
that he was “thrown out” of a poll-
ing place in Hot Springs, the night
of the August 11 primary, after he '
had been commissioned by Carl E.
Bailey to watch the counting of bal- :
lots. He said his father-in-law was !
arrested the day of the primary and
placed in jail for 2¢ hours, after
which he was released. His father
had been carrying Baile‘y voters to
the polls, Pennington said. ,

Mrs, M. C. Hickman, a registered

nurse, called to appear before the
committee, declined to answer a
question concerning the mature of
an illness of Judge Witt during
which time she attended him, -
- Mrs. Hickman said she did not
know the exact illness of Judge Witt
and that the merely carried out the
treatment prescribed by the attend-
ing physician. .

“Have you ever atiended patients.
suffering from alcoholism?” a com-
mittee member asked. . Lo

Mrs. Hickman replied that she had.

“Would you say that the symptoms
of Judge Witt's illness were tlie
same as those of a patient guffering
from alcoholism?” she was asked,

estru

be a violation of professional eth
P _5-‘.:...:"-._1 et e X

tinued. “He said my work was
salisfactorv.”. . R

e D st
L L ey Y

Mrs. Hickman refused to answer |,
Fﬂfe.question, declaring that it ijpi

-
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ARKANZAS DERMOCRAT,

LITIIE ROC ARKANSBAS,
ws:..é_%_g‘ﬁz |
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'I‘he proposed law was mtroduced by Representatwe But o.f

-Carroll county. : : ; ot

b'&

— And that voting rat:o should and we beheve will prevail

a when tHe Butt bill reaches the floor of the leglalature. L

It was expected that efforts would be made to repeal the
“law which makes it ‘possible to hold races at Hot Springs.
But the House committee’s open hearing has brought the
questlon to public attenticn for the first time.

f . What are the principal arguments agamst legahzmg the

' “sport of kings” in Arkdnsas?

f' -

.- of the “leading” as well as “lowest” classes—to bet on a
horse race. It is bad advertising for Arkansas. It attracts
crooks. panhandlers, touts, et al,, to the state. -

. " Why go on? Y&u have heard those arguments many

) tlmes When a racing season was held illegally, in 1934, at

.Hot Springs, they were warmed over, and over, and among
“tHose who did the “warming” were some of our good citizens
"who not only attended that illegal meet but actually bet on
the horses.

'. L Legalizing racing in thls state by the 1935 legxslature was

"8 commendable act of honesty. By that we mean the major- §

ity of members were opposed to the hypocritical denouncing
of the sport while we allowed it to go on. They knew that
more than 20 states had legalized horse racmg and had suf-
_fered no moral loss. = .

PRI

=+ It may be that we are “belabormg the obvxous in de-
fending horse racing. Our only intention is to remin
legislature that the majority of Arkansans want raci
+Hot} Springs and the sooner they kill not only Mr. Butt
bu all akm to xt, the better.: .5 A v‘

- It is demoralizing to the pubhc morals to allow people—-.

At e
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SAYS GAZETTE MIS-
QUOTED HIM IN STORY

{  ON M’LAUGHLIN.

b - ’

" W. R. Downen, Hot Springs bus-
iness man, and former sheriff of
Garland county, said yesterday he
had been misquoted by the Arkan-
sas Gazette In a story telling of a
Ppurported - . organized movement
among business mer here ‘to de-
%mand the resignation of Mayor Leo
. McLaughlin,

” ‘The newspaper story in which Mr,
Downen claims he was misquoted,
was published Friday morning and
:followed a story in the Thursday
-edition of the Gazette, quoting an
‘unnamed Hot Springs business man
as saying that a group of citizens
would meet at 10 a. m. Thursday
for the purpose of naming a spokes-

PINTINEL-REO0D,

-

. /onmm. AREANNAS,

} - The former sheriff nameld” =%
number of those present at the
Jfettidnery Thursday. ANl of tRise
who could be located yesterday Ke-
nied that there had been any
cussion of & movement to get
mayor to quit his office.

Seeming somewhat perturbed over
the alleged mis-statements, Mr.,
Downen denied emphatically that
he had told the Gazeite: “I'm
through with politics.” Co

“I'm not through with politics,”
he said. “I've been ir it for 25 years
and I guess I'll be there as long as
I lveor as long as I can walk to
the polls to vote.” .

Another development yesterday
Wwas & news dispatch by Pat Walsh,
Little Rock correspondent of

the remaining official. .. . _. |

Funds for daily m tests pe;?

ovided in s sena now .
ip;g in the houss. The commission
voted itself sutharity to appoint the
veterinarian to make the tests.n- -
No provisions were mde_lut

for the tests. . L
reappointed

The commission 3 a
Arls secretary. . - ;,:;,En?-j\f_z:‘ ¥y

United Press, which stated that po-
litical observers in the capital wers
predicting that the Hot Springs ir-
vestigation would fail iIn its ob-

Jegtive—to oust Mayou-_l(cu he

"TESTS ORDERED
- FOR RACE MEET

STEWARDS, 'chi:s%

man and visiting Mayor McLaugh-
lin to demand his resignation. Noth-
ing materialized Thursday except a
statement by Mayar Mclaughiin
that he would not resign if a com-
mittee visited him, Yesterday the
Gazette—this time quoting Mr.
. ' Downen—said the group of business
" 'men had met, but had decided that
no good would be accomplished by
asking the mayor to resigr.

Mr. Downen yesterday denied
knowledge of any organized move-
ment to obtain the mayor's resig-
nation. He said the Hot Springs sit-
uation had been discussed at vari-
ous times by busiress men and oth-
ers who gather at a downtown
fectionary every morning for theri

-arranged meeting. .
loo X said there had been no-

. RAISED TO SIX—FAR- -
RIS REAPPOINTED. " .
EE RIS NUERS St
| . Peb. 5. —(— Thé.
R b bk
today for dafly saliva tests during:

the Odklawn Jockey club’s 90-day 1
: spring meet at Hot Springs and/

named a steward and judge to rep-
resent it during the racing season.

It increased the number - of
stewards and judges for: the meet
from three to szix. Three men:

> rve
as stewards and three as judges, . :

“
»
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POLICE AIRED AT SPA PROI

"HOUSE GROUP SAYS IM.
PEACHMENT ACTION
“INEVITABLE.”

SORDID STORIES HEARD

Committee Turns From
Gambling and Alleged
Collusion to Moral Con-
ditions in Jail—Deny Re-
porte That Quiz Is Failure

Little Rock, Feb, 5—(A>)—Holding
its first non-secret session, the
house committee investigating law :
enforcement conditions in - Hot
Springs heard tonight three in-
. mates of the women's state reform-
atory at Alexander recite charges
"of immoral conditions in the Hot
Springs jall and abuse of women
" prisoners by the resort’s police
. force.

The committee said in a forms)
statement issued shortly after 11
pm, that “the testimony already
before us is enough that we feel
that lmpeachment proceedlngs l.re
inevitable.”

The three young women gnve
#-ie wamas +n the committee as
Billy Blair, 24, Roxie Parker, 20, and
Iva Lee Johnson, 20 all of Hot

Bprings
| Mrs. Helen D, MeDonl.ld super-
intendent of the state women’s farm,
jcalled to testify immediately after
!the young women, said that the
" Parker girl was “an ideal inmate,”

but tha{ the Blair and Johnson girls'

"had been treated in-the State Hos-
pital for Nervous’ Dlsenses whﬂe
serving time at the farin.
;. -8he gave the testimony in ln-
;agt o a question from John R.
mpson, committee attorney, n-
;qYjring about “the ‘physical amds
‘mehtal conditions” of the thiee

__Another witness was Mrs, M: C
chkmn.n, Hot Springs, a re
nurse, who said she attended Judge

trict, in which Hot sprlngs i
Jocated. .

When Attorney 'x‘hompson pressed
her for answers about the nature of
his fliness, Secretary Lee Nichols

"'of the committee pointed out that

she could claim professional im-
; munity, if she desired. -

Mrs., Hickman was excused sfter
claiming professional immunmity.

Frequently incoherent, the Blalr
girl, her face tense above the se-
vere blue reformatory uniform, told
the committee under oath that she

Earl- Witt, of the 18th judicial dis- -

“They didn’t want me to @
beauae they had the mon

she testified. “I told the
jury I had destroyed the money
Judge Witt sentenced me to a year
and promised he would help me
get out after I had done . %
y e LE ik

“But tbey won't help me How? .
she said shrilly. “Theyll uu me lf
I ever go back to Hot Springs
cause they will know sbout my tuti
mony here.” . . B

"Whomthe‘t.hey youkoepu-}*
ferring to?" osked the eommit_ tee |’
attorney. . I RIORT 94

(contlnuod on l’nn !lhf.%‘ 2

= %

| was seduced, by force, by a Hof
Sprlngs police official when she was
lxs years old. -

She is now serving six months at
the state farm on o robbery con-
‘vietion. -

* Miss Blair said she wn.s employed
a8 a housekeeper in Hot Springs
when she was picked up on the

Women's Charges Against
Police Aired at Spa Probe

(Continued from Pagebne)

' street by the police official who she

but instead took her to head-
quarters. o

“He took me to & room and J}
tried to fight him off, but .}
couldn't,” she testified. “Afterwards
he said 1! I ever told he would lock
me up.

“Later he picked me up and at-
tacked me again.’ I was afraid to
tell anyone. Once, he picked me up
in his car and took me out into the
mntfy ”

She sald she was hter arrested
and fined on & “trumped up” charge
and that subsequently, at a road
house, a policeman had suggested
that “I had a chance to get $400
off a customer there by getting him
drunk.” . :

Bhe related that she
customer drunk and took $475 from
his pockets, and that she was ar-:
rested on a robbery charge after
returning to her rooming house. |

“At headquarters, the police tried
to make me give them the money
and they beat me with a strap to
make me give it up. I finally
1hndlthidlnthennlngo!nw
coat.” .

8he charged she was promisod
protection and advised by the po!
lice not to tell the truth to

m!streated by_Hot Springs

A B

1s,
alijof whom claimed to have g:tn

Erand Uy us —racsassiaam il

said offered to drive her to work '

- er, in her presence.

"been sent to the women's state farm.
got the !

“The law over there,” she said.

“If you were being persecuted,
why didn't you tell the public, in '
a'statement?” .

“The public over t.here knm
what's going on,” the Blair girl re-

lied.
pOthu-mytn the Hot sprlngl
jall, the witness said:

*“The jailer told me that if 'd:
be good to him, he'd be good to me.
I refused, althoug‘h he threatened
m'

Bhe said the jaﬂer had llicit re-
lations with another woman prison-

Roxie Parker, on being sworn, in-
sisted she did not know why she had

“I don't know why I am there,”
she said. *“I have been working in
. Hot Springs for a year and I was
arrested in December and sent to
the farm but I don’'t know what
for. The police just came and pic
me up and pyt me in jail”

8he said she had been previ

ted, and released, in
tion with a futal thootin: in ot
Springs,

. R




Tbroke up in the janl, but theys

‘| and he aid.

| my boy friend was,

d he would whip me unless
talked, and he did. He took me,
where the dead man was and made
me put my hand on the dead man
i while he questioned me. They put
me under the hot lights and bent
my fingers almost double and screw-
ed their thumbs behind my ear.
“That was last. June. It was i

vey Cook, but I didn't know any-
thing about it. I fust khew the man
. by name.” . :

“‘Don't you know what
picked you up for the last time?”
Attorney Thompson insisted.

“No, I don't. They took me into.
a court, I don't know which one
and Dutch Akers (chief of detec-
Liives) sald something to the judge
about sending me up for six months
and the judge wrote it down”

She was excused on that state-
ment.

Iva Lee Johnson said she had
been a prison farm inmate for just

week. She said she was sentenc-
Ad from Judge Verne Ledgerwood's
municipal court for drunkenness.

ooy e
'
t
’

“T offered to pay for the stove I

wouldn't listen to me,” she testif
fied. “They would not let me make
an appeal bond or get in touch
with a lawyer, although I had the
money, to pay a lawyer. :

*“T Yved in Hot Springs with my
mother and worked in a cafe.”

She also alleged that & Hot
SPIiNge affirer “toock me out into
the country in a car after picking
me up on the street.”

“He gave me three dollars after
we got out into the country,”
testified. “Later he fingerprinted
me and sald that if I dated him

ear up the fingerprints,

he would tear

“In Jail, I was switched with
switches by Curly Evans and Cecll
Brock because T wouldn’t tell where

“This last time they arrested me,
they hit me over the Head with a

|| down.*

i committee, she sajd:: .

blackjack, Qne officer slapped me

Displaying arm-bruises to
“Three cops made propositions to
mewhﬂerminjauthehstﬂme. :
They said if T would date them, they

" Another girl
policemen-end-she

would turr: me loose, I woyld't do tt.
who was sentenced the

umetlmetwudntedoneofthe

dence, author of the investi-
gatior resolution presided, was open
only to newsmen after several weeks
of secret sessions, but exceptions
were made tonight to admit John
T. Willams, of the local district at-
torney's office, and Rep. James R.
Campbell of Hot Springs.
Nichols told the committee at one

' connection with the Xilling of Har- Point that “seven Hot Springs bus-

iness men are here ready to tes-
tity, but they don't want to testify
except in an executive session.”

“I believe they would testify if
Mr. Campbell were not present,”
he said. )

The committee tentatively decided
to go into executive session and
then decided to hear as many per-
sons as were willing to testity be-
fore the outsiders present. )

Fred L. , called as a
witness, said he was a maintenance
engineer at the Majestic hotel, Hot
Springs, “until fad

“What activity did you have In
the August democratic primary,” he
was asked. :

was commissiored by (Gover-
) Carl Bailey to be at the coun

votes at the city hall, but I
thrown out by an ex-fireman nam-
ed Lovick while they were gtil}
counting,” sald,

“I was let out of my job at the
hotel yesterday because I talked to
Mr. Witte (a committee investiga-
tor)—at least it looks that way.

use he said I was talking to people
I had no business talking to. He

“@I'hat time, they fook me to jall, ~ The committee seed] on, at which |
Brock (a police officer) Rep. Willilam M. Thompson of T

“The chief engineer fired me be- |

said my work whs satisfactory.”® |

gator, placed under oath, testified
taking part in the recent seizure

and destruction of gambling equip-
‘'ment taker from Hot Springs night

spots by the state revenue depart-
ment, with which he is regularly
connected.

He identified in evidence 39 poll
tax receipts which he said had been
given to him by a man he named
as “Charles Sellers,” a former po-
lHceman.”

Witte charged the poll tax re-
ceipts were distributed in Hot

Frank Witte, committee investi-'

L storm schoo! refused

The selections, he alleged, v
headed by Ed F. McDonald for
ernor, who was given a large !

Springs majority over Carl -Bu.ﬂy.
the winner. -

After Witte was heard, the com-
mittee went into an executive ses- :
sion, from which was issued this '
statement: ;

“Our attention has been called to°
a report published in a Hot Springs
paper that the investigation in
which we have been engaged for
the past three weeks is about to re- .
sult in fallure and that members of
the committee had frankly admit-
ed to their friends that they regret
having started it.

“We desire to say that our prog-
ress 30 far has been quite satisface
tory to every member of the com-|
mitte and that we expect to continue
our investigation until the matters
shet out in the resolution by which
we were created have been thor
oughly investigated. :

“Testimony already before us

ugh that we feel that im
ment proceedings are inevitable
the statements which have
made in the papers reflecting
the committee are without founda-
tion and are being used only for
the purpose of suppressing informae
tion by intimidation and other-
wise” . .

Dispatch Carried

(The Hot 8prings newspaper
story referred t0 by the committee
was an United Press dispatch ear-
ried on the front page of yester-
day's New Era. The subtance of
the dispatch will be found in this
newspaper in the story on the re-
ported movement among business
men to ask Mayor McLaughlin’s

resignation.)

Long Police Records .
Hot Springs police last night de-
scribed the three women who ap- '
peared before the house committee
as ‘“having long police records ex-
tending back to their chiidhood.” i
“We had to send them to the
state farm for women before they

e of age, Chief Detective '
Akers said, explaining, “hey—vE®
came 50 unruly officlals .i:) the g'lﬂlti

acce)
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] now for larceny in connection with

the ‘rolling’ of a man in & Malvern
‘rooming house,” Akers sald. The
other two were sentenced after
having seen sentenced innumerable
times for loitering.

“The larceny case involved a $80
theft. This was the only larceny
case ever entered against her here.
8he never was arrested for stealing
as much as $475 from anybody.

“S8he was always a continual
source of trouble, Only a short
time before she was last admitted

| to try to get back at the police de-
‘| partment. Offhand, I couldn't even
‘] estimate the number of times we

-] we had to
o -

to the farm she had to recelve
 treatment at the Levi hospital for
& head wound suffered when a man
e & beer bottle over her head
infa drunken brawl I think

s te eeecive treatment
, other two women.

.| sent the Johnson woman
was loitering.

TN R

-; eoraner’s inquest but she denfed
4 knowledge of the slayer’s identity.

| man’s ‘girl’ however. We believe
;] the fatal fight was over her.”

;| Brock dented “switching” any of
girl. I had every reason to belleve
‘| she could name the slayer,
| was our most important witness,

cilmedthemnmherhus
1 “I'll have to have my records
see how many times she was sent
up for loitering. We had to keep
{ her off the streets. 8he oontl:mslthl:
a

' government clinic. So aid the

A G g e Ak, g
S -;’:; ‘::5"}3” \f‘é} Y

i
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the testimony =
trio. She sald just a few weeks ago;
the Johnson girl broke up a_stove
and turned on water faucets to
flood the jail. : :
“Those girls have been causing
trouble ever since they were NMttle
things,” Mrs. Warrington said. “I
can’t estimate the number of times
they were arrested either but in
the momning I can make available
their police records.” ¢ -
Acting Chjef of Police -Weldon '
Rasberry said tonight “there was
not a word of truth” in chirges of
immoral conditions in the city jall
here.

He said that he believed Iva I.ae
Johnson, the orly one of the trio!

~akerr into custody since he-bheoams

head of the local department, )
. - ——td

-

“I think the only thing we ever
npxm"

“This Roxie Parker was investi-
gated in the Harvey Cook slnylng.y

.| She was at the bar room with Cook !
| snd the man who killed him, We'
never found the slayer but we had '

reason to believe the Parker girl
knew him because she was with
both of them a few minutes before
the slaying. L
“She was investigated before &

She admitted she wasg the slain

Former Detective Lieut. Ceeil

the girls,
“I admit I questioned the Parker

The
Cook case 1s still unsolved and she

“All of the girls had every reason

In their conditions,
them off- the |

D e e

arrested

'] streets.

S e

e
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Ly Police Matron Warrington sube =
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| fficials Rushing
1 Plans for 1937
Race Meet Here

| With horse owners, Jockeys,
_ traingrs and tourists arriving in
" this resort city on every train, of-
,; ficlals of the Oaklawn Jockey elub

:hre ;Eléing completion of plans for
e y race meeting beginnin

Ik L  mee g beg! g
{ A bright, warm sun the past
days brought many vlsnorspout for
& look at the track, some of them
early in the morning when traln-
jing is at its height. The season-
able weather has increased activi-
:ies n;og;ni the track with an aver-
ge O orses going through in-
tensive drills uctfomo‘rmng. gh

Horses are arriving daily from
such racing points as Mlami, New
Orleans and Los Angeles and offi- '
clals are constantly on the jump
checking and giving out written '
reservations for stall space.

The W. C. Reichert stable is ex- |
pected here shortly with the fol- |
Jowing horses: Baby Way, Joyoe
K, Bir Mides, a candidate for the
$5,000 added Arkansas Derby which

. Wil be down for decision April 8,
. Miss Ritz, Denbigh and a couple of
© 2-year-olds, Miss Pitty Pat and '
. Dandy Dan. ; : L !

Owner E Eslick, with Miss Gin- |

. bar, Makalaw, Evangelist, and For- '
. et Not are also due within the
- week. The young apprentice star,
E. Eccard is expected to land here
- with-the D. L. Ogle string before
.. ¥Feb. 15, The Ogle string includes
"~ the stake performer Infidox, which

will be a candidate for the Gaver-l

. hor’s handicap and Patch Pockets, '

* Top Tax, Busy K, Bteel Worker,'

_ Merrily On, Mystic Ann and Okla- !

* homa Ring. : <
- Mrs. V. Berry has gritten from
" Ban Antonfo that she shipping

. the platers Bereit, Bit O'Black,

.. Bunglerm, Dead Ready, -Girls
Chance, Hay Top, Marion Burr,
Merry Peggy, Our David and Zor-

. D8 . "

t QGeorge leeds visited here the

,.other day and before departing

_New Orleans announced that his

" shipment to Oaklawn would include

“Rir aystick, Speed Demon,
.Bockrim, Hi"Ftn and Memory, ;..

: 1 ~"About 80 riders are expected ‘

EEN

SENTINEL RECGHD,

HOT SPRINGS, ARKAMSAS,

DATE:

arch 1. o—idutaws
Mle' Midas i but one of many:
good 3-year-olds which have already !

the famed Chicago Wo~
meda:’ﬁer, Mrs. Emil Denemark
were among the first to be nomi-
nated. Then came the naming of
High lark, the undefeated Blue
Larkspur colt from the Alderman
John J. Coughlin stable, of Chicago.
The filisdale stable’s Bottle Cap,

" reckoned a strong contender for the

IPOLICE®. imﬁ
 DENY CHARGES
- MADE BY GIRLS

LSRN
*:. ',.‘-
I

REFUTE ~ ACCUSATION
AIMED AT THEM AT
" INQUIRY HEARING.

L)

SIX ISSUE STATEMENTS

Police Matron Terms Trio

‘ “Most Vicious Type of
Women Delinquents” —

" Wallace Denies Charges
- of Discharged Employe.

Five present members and one
former member of the Hot Springs
Police department issued signed
statements yesterday denying the
charges of immorality and mis-
treatment by police, included in the
testimony Friday night of three in-
mates of the Women’s State Re-
formatory at Jacksonville, before

Ark Dr ¢ “probably th noet
been named for the ansas eDr- || police matron, as ""mxe ton,
by. Orientalist and Prairie Doclg,!.

engineer
kansas several weeks ago hgs' ported
v ship dmmwemdl# had sup

> .*‘1‘

Statements were made by Mrs
Warrington, Patrolman T. Q. (Cur-
ley) Evans, Chief of Detectives Her-

mer Lieut, Cecll Brock. . ...~
Their statements follow:" ~ =
#  'Herbert Akers . =~
T, Herbert Akers, chief of de-!
tectives of the Hot Springs Police
department, desire to state that I
d -the newspaper report of the
testimony of Billy Blair, Roxie
Parker and Iva Lee Johnson given
before the investigating committee
of the legislature and I have known
these women for several years and
kmow them to be police characters

and prostitutes. S
In checking the records of the
city I find that Iva Lee Johnson’s
record starts on April 19, 1832, and
since that time she has been arrest.
, ed and convicted for drunk and dis-
orderly, inmate of a disorderly
house, disturbing the peace, petty:
larceny and disturbing the peace, by :
fighting. That she has served
three sentences at the State Farm
for Women. | DR
I have checked the record of
Roxie Parker and find that she was
first arrested in the investigation
of the murder of Harvey Cook and
it was discovered that she was bad-

ment for venereal diseases and.
turned over to the government
clinic; that she refused to take
treatment and was plying her vo-

~dhe 1egisluq¥g g%mnuttee investig
. ing law enforcement oonditions in
ook Springs, . rs

I‘u\‘.lon s & pr on the streets )

. R Sy g e T Al R

DL SRR

T

1y infected and in need of treat~. -
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551 Hot Bpringeandan December 8] plying $hah pcation * upei e

3 , was charged wth delinquen
"and sent to the SBtate Farm for,

by - it
T have checked thé record of B

and find that her record] comes into their mind. I have read
. starts December 24, 1931; that since. Hheir statements in the Gazette,

that time she has been arrested 21
. times, the offenses consisting of be-
ing drunk and disorderly, aisturb-
ing the peace, fnmate of a disorder.
ly house, petty larceny, disturbing
the peace by fighting, loitering on
the street as a prostitute and grand

larceny and that she has been sen- [.

tenced six times to the State Farm
for Women.

‘1 have read the statement off

Roxie Parker in which she says that
I suggested to the court that she
.'be sentenced to the state farm and
the reason the court sentenced her
" 1o the state farm at my suggestion
_was that she was loitering on the
streets as a prostitute and was in-
fected with venereal diseases and re-
fused to take her treatment at the
government clinie.
. I have read what Billy Blair sald
about money being taken from her
by the police. These are the facts:
She was arrested together with a
man whose name is John Prince
" for stealing about $80.00 from a
drunk man, the money was taken
from her and her associate, John
Prince, and the money returned to

the man they had robbed. The re-
i ceipt for this money is now in the

" pleaded ty in Judge Witt's co
l:nd wereg‘sm;ntenced to one year each
in prison Our records show that
she was never arrested for mungf
any other money than the amount
referred tb in this statement i
Our records further show that all
of these women have been patients

i

. My name is Mrs, Emma Warring:
ton, I am 65 years old and I hav
been police matron in the city of
Hot Bprings for twenty years.

In my capacity as police matron

I have come in contact with all of the
“ the women prisoners and I have he took it away from her at the
complete charge of the women's de- time he beat her. She now claims
partment of the city jail. During that officers “TooX"IN® watch
_my tenure as police matron I have hex, . ... o = =

‘ gome in contact with Billy Blair,
Roxie Parker and Iva Lee Johnson
_on numerous occasions; they are
.‘ptoblbly the most viclous type of
women delinquents that I have
jj‘m come in contact with. Th

(B e e o

| tment. ; Prisuner who s confin
B A B I vating the o

| Fields

and will give this testimony before

ficers.

streets of this . a matter of

public interest they had to be

to the state farm. This type
will tell anything that

particularly that part about being
approached by jailers and police-
men. I don't believe any man with |
normal sense would want to contact
women in their physical condition,
and their statements are without
foundation and entirely untrue.
. (Bigned) .
EMMA H. WARRINGTON.

. © 7. G. Evans .

I, T. G. Evans, state that I have
read the newspaper report of the |
testimony given by Iva Lee John- ||
éon before the investigating com-
mittee of the legislature in which
she said that I switched her for not
giving information concerning the
whereabouts of her boy friend, and
this statement of hers is certainly
false in every way.

I have lived in Hot Springs for
eighteen years and have been con-
nected with the police department
for one year. I am a Holiness
preacher and pursue that occupa-
tion in addition to my police duties.
I have never struck any prisoner
and never intend to. I have always
believed in treating everyone fair
and humane. .

Today I talked with a federal |

and he stated to me that he
is responsible for the bruises on the

Johnson girl; that he whipped her '
in front of the Court House baronif
Ouachita avenue the night before ' !
she was arrested for delinquency | |
because he had contracted a ve.!'
nereal disease from her. These are

federal prisoner, as I have stated,

the investigating committee if he
is takgn there by the federal of-

- =T o7 T @, EVANS.
Fields also sald that he had given
Johnson girl a watch and that

1

frenﬁ

I e -

el R R R

ed\In the city | state that I am sixty-three years
val of govern- ! old and I have lived in Hot Springs
officers. His name 15 Jackte Al of my life. I am & man

¥. &_Tucker

name is F. H. Tucker. I am’
past sixty-three years of age. I
have held the position of jailer at
the Hot Bprings city jail for up-
wards of twenty-one years, under
the administration of Mayors J. W.
McClendon, Harry A. Jones, Robert
Jones and Leo P. McLaughlin, -
I read the statements of Billy
Blair, Roxie Parker and Iva Lee
Johnson contained in the Arkansas |
Gazgette of Yebruary 6th. I am well
acquainted with the ‘women above
named for the reason that they
have been in my custody, as jailer,
meny times, They are well known
police characters, having been n
court many times and were finally.
sent to the state farm for women
for misconduct. Their statements;
“as contained tn the Gazette are;
false. ' We do not permit any po-
liceman to enter a cell where &
women. is oconfined unless Mﬂ-L
Fmma Warrln{bon is also preagnt.-i

) ok
When a woman prisoner is brought

to jall she is turned over to Mrs. }

Warrington who has her in charge
unti) released. I am the custodian
of the keys to all departments of
the jall and know that the state-
ments made by these women are
positively untrue. S

" . (Signed) F. H TUCKER.

Owen glon - .

. 1, Owen Corrington, do hereby

Ty

famlily, having two grown sons who
are married with families here in
Hot 8prings. :
I have been connected with the
city police department for thirteen
years and have been acting ss one
of the jailers over two years. The
ther jailer s Mr. F. H. Tucker. I
ve charge of the keys of the jafl
and I know that no' officer is per-
mitted to go into the cell occupied,
by women unless Mrs. Emma War=’
rington, police matron, is present. '
I have read statements made by:
Billy Blair, Roxie Parker and Iva
Lee Johnson and know them to be;
police characters of the Jowest type, °
women who absolutely can not be

suggested to them. None
ments made by them re
misconduct in or about
on the part of the
ment is true. They

»

O
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amort
$ with the police department,
nt to state that I never whipped
prisoner in the ecity jall.
It is my understanding that Y
Lee Johnson told the ecommitt
that she was last arrested in H
8prings several weeks ago and w:
whipped by ‘“Curly” Evans ar
myself, I was suspended from ti
police department in eonnection
with the John Dickson ecase on
January 3, and have had no ocon-
nections with the police force or
city jail since that time. I was
called on to arrest Iva Lee om
numerous occasions when she was
loitering or drunk and disturbing
the peace, but I have never struck
her. T didn't kmow of her last ar-
rest until I read it in the news-
papers this morning. Regarding
her charge that s Hot Springs of-
ficer she did not name had finger-
printed her and then offered to tear
; up the prints if she would “date”
; him, I want to say that I don't re-
- call ever having fingerprinted her
. and I presume I am the one to
! whom she referred as I did all of
. the fingerprint work Ior the de-
| partment up unti] the time of my
on. If I did finger-~int

suspensi
| her, howexer, the prints ar- «ar,
; tainly on lﬁﬁhe departm- -., -

, Cecll Brock, formerly a lieu- | *
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STEELE TO PRESIDE IN
DICKSON . CASE. -
St . L e __»..ii..'

EARLY HEARING
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Legislative CIn
vestigating Hot spﬁngs
Indicates Group  Will

. Complete Work And Re-.
port _To‘_Hot'ue ThuWeek

LR

’_.'.-'—y.l 1. = o . -‘ 3
_Circuit Judge Rarl WWitt - iast
- night announced he would dis-

i © {(Signed)\ CECIL BROCK.
. ) B B
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ualify himself in the trials “of

, even. former policemen charged
: with second-degree murder in the
. death of John Dickson, city jail
" prisoner. and said he had invited
; Clrcuit Judge A. P. Steele, of Ash-
| down, to preside in his place.
“In view of recent developments

I think it best to have another

judge preside over these -cases,”

Judge Witt said. “Also, these men

have been under indictment for sev-

eral weeks and I think there should

! be some effort to set their trials.”
, T will set these cases to sult your
‘ convenience,” Judge Witt advised
Judge Steele, who is of the ninth

Judicial district, n urging him to

“let me know the earljest date you

could come to Hot Springs for this

. 'Judge Witt was among the wit-
nesses recently called before the
legislative committee investigating
JJaw_enforcemetit .conditions . in Hot
Springa.” .°, .o L
. The seven officers under indict.

BPEINER. 5ot it oo i 4

Jnent were accused of the slleged ‘J
:*third  degree” ‘death of Dickzon, *
y¥ho was charged with being o 4
Jmember "o an ' alieged local safe ™
;Tobbery ring as well as being & prin- |
6ipal n & brutal attack ‘on' formes:

Chief of Polfte3segvakelin, of Hotﬂ

T T g AT A,

having been confined at the jabl .
here for almost & month. An au- .
topsy on his body by four prominent
Hot Bprings physicians revealed he
had suffered painful and brutal in-
juries; before death.  Physiclans |
said his death was caused by pneu-
monia but did ‘not state whethu‘..'
the injuries were s eon!:ributmz
The indictments against the otfis .
cers followed. Those indicted and .
suspended from duty were former :
‘Day Captain L. A. Cooper, Night
' Captain R, L. Moore, Deteciive
| Lieut. Cecil Brock, Detective Glynn
- Buchanan and Officers Joe Scott,
Andy Irwin and Pres Griffin. :

.

/| urged the Garland grand hxy:%0

Appearing in the New Era yes:

|| terday afternoon and The Sentinel-

an editofidl ;

<

investigate the charges made by the :

three woman's farm inmates.  :..
Acting Chief of Police Weldon

Rasberry said he “welcomed an in- .

! vestigation by the grand jury, of :

‘Record this

; _sny other body, into conditions at '

"the jail since Jan. 2, when her}ok ‘
office. ) ) . R
“Iva Lee Johnson (who with Billis

Blair and Roxie Parker made the

“charges) was arrested after I took

office and suffered no mistrutgnent

at the - i
“’I‘he’:lhl-arges made by the state .

farm inmates are making it

hard for my men to carry on whi

the others left off. Therefore, &q?

prove such an investigation.” /"‘Af‘;'

‘ - '5“‘

Early Bepon Looms - |
Little Rock, Feb. 6—(F)—An early -
report to the house of representa-
tives on a three-weeks’ inquiry into
law enforcement conditions in Ha}
Springs and the 18th judicial tﬁsv
trict was indicated by the fl,v@i-_ )
member investigating body tc®hy. =
The committee, charged wi
making the inquiry to deter
whether impeachment procee
should be brought against offl

-

e e e e o
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,y in the ares, sald In & statement

)
believed suc “gre. in-:
evitable.” s - o
| Rep. Willlam M. Thompson of In-'

dependence, suthor of the {nvesti-
gation resolution and chairman -of
the committee, announced today
that the group hoped to complete
its work during the coming week.
He said & turther hearing would be
held Monday or Tuesday night, &%
which newsmen would again be per-
mitted to it in. v
Previously sitting in private to
take testimony from Mayor Leo P.
McLaughlin, Circuit Judge Earl
Witt and other officials, and to Ob=
tain financial statements from op-
erators of alleged gambling .estab-
lishments in Hot Bprings, ' oome
mittee opened its doors for the first
time Jast night. ‘ :
The investigators took testimony
from three women inmates of the
state reformatory, whose charges of
immoral conditions fn the Hot
Springs city jail drew a prompt 8e-
nial from Hot Springs police, - - - - !
The women also claimed to have,
been whipped and otherwise abused.
while in custody of resctt officers.:|
i . With newsmen present, the coms:
;| mittee also heard testimony ocom-
cerning alleged voting frregular-
ities {n last August’s primary, -
The doors were closed, however,
when six Hot Springs business men
appeared to testify. Committeemen
said the bus’aess men decunedvn.,

~ Y o e e in s

e

o ———— .
e - pa———

'
t| talk in an open hearing. - [
. "' - . R R L
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SPA PROBERS T0
- AGAIN LIFT LID ™
ON STIGATION

HEARING WILL BE -
HELD TONIGHT

INQUIRY

Tl il e T

NEARING

;

-

i kS "r’: ’A‘"; . ,V N
GENTINEL-H XCORD, -
HOT SFRINRGS, ARKANSAS,
198%, -
L 4
Indicating it plans to submift “&n @ - - o T g KLTors
early report, the committee said ja..iblae three women inma

for women, WNhO
-r¥titement that it believed bring-  state reformatory the coms=
ing of impeachment proceedings testified retct:@uzr before le;illlm:‘
against officials in the 18th judicial | mittee of memed
district (Hot Springs) “inevitable.” . investigating alleg

~ t they hsd been
The committee held its first ses- ; HOL Springs that LU o @ ment

will be

; the grand jury :
"aﬁymeeumdwsm,uﬁhegﬂ
O e
toctrcult; Ju«:g;cf:rdl
esterday tha .
'zorgmmofthezrmdm::ﬂ“‘

the state reformatory charge im-
moral conditions had existed fn the
resort city’s jail. Police denfed-the
chm_ SN .’-’ ged .’u;* ’k :
. Testimony of alle vo -
regularities In last August’s demo- 4, women an opportunity
cratic primary also was heard. - - £ 4imony before the grlndjln‘!
Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin, Circuit - /o0 time that body nieets. :
Judge Earl Witt, other: officials : Judge Witt also stated h
and operators of several ' alleged "have instructed the
gambling establishments of Hot grand jurles

PET

‘

E

Judge Witt Offers Womené
‘Witnesses Opportunity To-
Appear Before Garland

e

Churges Of Mistreatment.

g

Circuit Judge Earl Witt last

! night announced Judge A. P.
;- Steele, circult judge of the Ninth
Judicial district (Ashdown), had
informed him he could come
here Monday, Feb. 15, for the
purpose of presiding over the
trials of the seven officers in-
dicted in the John Dickson
death. Judge Witt said he would
set the trials for that date.

PR

] “Litde Rock, Feb, 7. —(®)— The
.| house of representatives committee
’| Investigating charges of lawlessness
-{ and official corruption at Hot|
{ Bprings will eonduct its second nofr»
secret hearing here tomorrow night.
John R. Thompson, committee at-
torney, said a list of witnesses had
been prepared but the subpoenas
{ had not been served. He said an-

other meetingemyyy-bwsheld later in
the Week. . ., ix - i s

POE LA

pes

st L

Y Ty e

SO

! seven following an investigation

Springs previously appeared before | women,

secret sessions of the investigators. | complain

Judge Witt announced from Hot | g part of city officers.

' to come before the, grand

now and testify, they will be giv
opportunity when that body 2

hesald - o ruiyse® ownd

=

l

dicted for second degree murder
! connection with the Christmas
death of John Dickson, 32, cltyl.'hﬂ :
prisoner. ea m R
. He invited Judge A. P. Steele,
_Ashdown, of the ninth district, to.
" preside at the trials. R }
"" “In view of recent developments,”
Witt said. “I think it best to have ;
" another judge preside over these |
i cases.” S e
: Mayor McLaughlin removed the
! officers when a grand jury returned .
i & blanket indictment against tbﬂ;}
charges made by relatives of Dick-
.son that he died of mistreatment
while in qustady. The prisoner's
eath certificate showed he suc-
cumbed fo pneumonia, .- . ' . 3
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ACunningb’am Luxury 'l'ax,|
"« Measure Is Defeated in!

House — Two New Re-

be sold only in liquor stores, .

The first night session of the S1st

general assembly was ealled for to-

night to oonsider the Cunningham
tax measure.

The luxury tax bill was defeated.

' form Measures Are In- | Debste on the horse racing

re-
. ‘penl proposal was spirited. Butt led
troduced.

‘t.he attack on the sport. Maner of

" Little Rock, Feb. 8—(F)—An at-

" tempt to repeal the 1935 act legaliz- Tules to

ing horse racing met smashing de-

feat today In the Arkansas house.

.. 'The representatives rejected, after

‘brief debate, s measure by Rep.

John K. Butt of Carroll county !
‘seeking #0 kill the legalization law. |
There were 30 ayes and 64 noes on |
Springs ¥ the only elty In

-

N i . ,Garéand headed speakers favoring

tion. .

Calling up of the bill came as a
surprise, the house suspending the
make i a special order
after Buft declared “the house
should do something immediately
one way or the other about the
horse racing biIL”

“No one will dispute the fact that
gambling iz basically and ethically
wrong,” he declared. *“From the
earliest times it has been damed.
The Bible says “thou shalt not
oovel.’ Anyone who gambles, gen-.
tlemen, covets, . s

“You may not be able to legislate,

‘the fitate where horse racing is held. morals into people but you can put!
A meet ¥ scheduled to start {them in jall if they get immoral.
‘at wn track there next"Eot Springs is essentlatl;y a health
‘ SRR S S S . ‘resart. The glary of the city™hmsd
AMarch 3, &""!“‘”1‘# always been based on its curative
aes e e o o e - ~ AT e T e T
-~ - )
S TS e IR SRMCPERS S e :

e g e A R U * 5 A e g L.

| by drawing names from a Jury” ' -7
1 wheel. .

T "™ %% say lot the eity grow and thrive, <.
VOEUMELVL © - . - ® health center but not ac.g.
. ‘cesspoolofvlee. Hot Springs has
. ~ | been a sink hole of iniquity, I sy
_-tknotrlghttortbeg name .
. of 3,000,000 Arkansans to be dragged- -
through the mire a0 that 25,000 at
Hot Bprings can profit.” . - P
: . i _ Maner pointed out that the 1935
: lctmtheﬂrstwhichgavemoneya
B imtheoldlge‘;fpennonnmd.ne
' . *ruin Hot Springs” - . :
“Up until two years ago there
' : were & number of business houses
e . - 7 - {l_| i our town closed,” he said, “and .
g , : : propose . People in the rural districts aroung_
W . {' there were hard wp, =~ - .. .
;. BUTT MEASURE SMASH- asy. " bl by Boyers of ven v;m me?mhtmmgm:d
! INGLY' DEFEATED | posed s statewtde election the seoond 1oy pespie met ooors, "lcioE and
o 0 VOTE. - _Mh,AﬂMmth‘WbmmdMDm@.
& . BY 64-3  question. One by Nichols of Logan| s Thoss last year, every room
= L " sought to prohibit the advertising' tneq | "4 spartment ho
. ‘pf Hquor through the press, maga- - .
HOLD NIGHT SESSION =nes or over the radio. The Niehols orse racing is about all weive
- , | Bl provided that beer of more than 5°d1°“ except the hot water dpd :
o ) ¢ we'd like to keep the races. The .
- 32 per cent alcohol content eould le who come to Hot Spri ‘! S

want some diversion. The races
paid $255000 to the state in the:
past two years® - R

Other speakers for the bill were
Blount of White, Thompson of In-
dependence. Joining Maner in ad-’
dresses of opposition were Abington
of White, Crawford of Miss{asipp{
and Baker of Jackson.

Those voting for repeal were:
Blount, Burris, Butt, Brown, Ohap-
man, Cloer, elt, Cunningham,
Foster, Gooch, Graham, Horton of
Craighead, Houston, Launius, Me.
Inturff, Murray of Boone, Murry of
Dallas, Nichols, Perryman, Price,
Purviance, Raley, Roberts, Smelser,
Smith of Franklin, Thompson,
wﬁ’:ﬁi Wolkinson, Wood and
w: .

‘Those absent and not woting:
Grisham, Hardgrave, Holmes, John-
son and Vesey. 2

The house rejected, 43 to i, a
bill by Oloer of Washington to!
change the method for selecting
grand and petit jurors. He pro- . .
"peted that & board of five commis’ oo
sioners in each county select jurors

* Launjus of Ouachita led the floor .
fight against adoption, charging.. ...«

| that_passage of the bill woul '
“a slap in the face to the grity .- .=. . ..
Q# _]:yg Clrcuit judges of Arkansas”™] . -
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SN

-

- o Y

-
et
g
3

a

g FEBRUARY 9, 19 37.

1

’- B
i _ o
STOCKHOLDERS IN CLUB
BELVEDERE ARE~
NAMED.

TN

AYROLLS SCANNED

. -
] : X

TR

Testimony Introduced to
Show Relatives of City
and County Officials Con-
nected With Belvedere

. and Southern Club,

S~

Little Rock, Peb. 8. — () — The
house committee investigating al-
leged laxity in law enforcement at
Hot Springs tonight delved into
the ownership of the gambling
rooms at fashionable Club Belve-
dere, resort show place, and the
* club’s payroll

With 8am Watt, part owner of

Belvedere and its associated club,

Southern Grill, on the stand, com-

mitteemen repeatedly asked ques-

tions designed to establish that
the two places operated under “pro-

tection.” .

. To all these questions, Watt re_
.plied that he had no personal
_knowledge of any protection pay-
. ments, -

He estimated profits from the
two' places in 1936 at ‘between 80
] and 100 thousand dollars,” advising

the committee that the books re-
recently obtained would “show the
exact figures.”

" After evidence and testimony
had been introduced to show that
relatives of Hot Springs officials
andspeace officers were carried on
tthe iclubs’ payrolls in various cs-

_pacijies, Committee Chairman wil-

! it so that you employed . x  Gower, Hot §p_
hf&zﬁvuo{ officers 5 Xeep= ure man, was called and as

be placed,” Watt replied. ~

~ the committee heard Mrs. W.

¥ yall prisoner, died there last Christ gnd he ‘made arrangements.”

- had received a tip from & DO

ur places?” ifby
fficers off yo Tated -

o committee attorney if
#] guess the officers .

% ' “ever saw Judge Witt drunk.”

.1 “Several times, Gower testified.
&u‘,enmdl mm ugo;.m anm ot'::e 13“1: answer to another question, he |
5 : .
g::ntown office building where m: : '
committee sat, but the ”%
again held its session in & .

tting orly accredited for 60 years and had been “n the
newspaper ‘udicial dis._ quite awhile—since 1904, T believe.”
tslamwrs ﬁ::ilchthengts néprmu is J0- , "At times, I have also inyestee
t.ed.m . {‘m rea] estate and the ofl bu.nneu.A
u M
Cam) benr Gar- he said. ’
nﬁ"'.a’a'?;ﬁs o mittee that' He said he was “interested in,the
"abo'ut two hundred ; ke O e
business men over here with 8 yegrgy* ~and was ass
ke::nn mﬁhey would like for with & partner from near uf,mmg.
ix‘p.i;n to be heard” but no immediate Springs, N. Y., and another from
action was taken on the request. New Orleans. (here with-
‘Before turning its sttention- to- “How did you operate e with
ard alleged gambling operations gut being arresied ” he was
o Lpy Attorney Thompson. "
Haynes, aunt-of John Dickson, Te- «Brother, I don’t know,” he smﬂ‘ led.
" view cfmrges which her family lw‘:-x,._ Nolan (identified as on; 0!
“made that Dickson, Hot Springipartners) was a good outside man

’ d
a result of being beat ™ He said officers came out to ralk
i :l”bymﬁorsvﬂnﬁ officers. ‘severa]l times “and we closed upm
1" Seven policemen are now unde: «yeoy mean you Pﬂ, they w
 indictment for Dickson’s death an and closed - o
{ Circult Judge Earl Witt has dif ‘wpngts o hard question an-
qualified for their trisl Su o m pe gatd. . - - :
tntatively set for next Monday. — pgked if anyone beside the szi;:b-
Mrs. Haynes charged that &fte,..o shared in the profits, he e
Dickson was arrested on IJODDEl .y gont think so. If they
] and assault charges, and lodged { nojan took care of that. b
the city jail, she was denied He testified he subsequently “be-
mission to see him by Chief of P ;3¢ interested in Belvedere.” .
| ice Joe Wakelin. The interrogation contl:xltlxed‘;“r‘
She sald she also sppealed | 7uwho was interested with you?”
Mayor Leo P, ncmug:un ‘fg"r ) TwMust T answer?” - ... .
ne; ew L oal ",» - T N -
TS estved & £p “:(::'W. 8. Jacobs and Mr. Cleve-
land Young, snd some others hsd
| minor interests. i e isionee srled!

-
-

officer that he had been “bea’
W'-' P e MR .
She alleged that Mayor
Laughlin, Judge Witt mt%n
Prosecuting Attoi;neyu!;:xb“t
mised ves
o P o made

until

T

#frriu. 'rhompson asked; .‘J

ARt

| no investigation Was
B ks eath.
d —

S |

representatives and leg- “ambling and clubroom business for §

Hot Springs bank roll at Fountain Lake for eight| *

e Lo A s e e e e
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NUMEROUS WITNESSES ARE |
., GRILLED BY SPA PROBER

B = A i B R T T L IR R



>

J Eibon 5 Tithd pedple Were ek y

..rm

il

e e

od the information iha

B IO R e

S GETARAC o ot A ee ag YT

X beca : financed the XKentucky T [ Be was one partners R
ence mzyn 000“;:! ;h;y.h:g ;;m a::i pook, but had no part in the man-' I poivedere 'and Southern Grill. el
fluen 1 think he was president. ggement of that place.’ 1ata suid he started as an empioye but
6 wiamber of Commerce.” | .- D0:-¥°0 xnow if the Garland. | ggg told by Jacobs in
O else?” - DO, 30 ficers Xnew you Were |asince he had
 Damgias Hotetkis® unning * ~ e Tould acquire an interest if he
> wpid they all pay for an interest?” 1 gouldn't aay. Everyone knew mns:ds:slg 00, -
o8 VY ) . D . e borrow money
S Soe did not pay for an 10-| "Lyyy you ever see n;:y officials | | from EA Ballard, V‘mshmtm
w - 1’ in the gamb! rooms?” - . |} man. who met death in a shooling
: 3"Harry.l:t.rons Roscoe Johnson.* o o, . in & Hot Springs botel room last

cent.”
“How did he get 1t?” ,
“It was given to him by Mr.
—W, x- weneve,”

Jsid'why did you eonsent?”
_“It was from Mr. Jacobs’ interest.
I thought it would be beneficia®*=

-“Yes,”

Ay C
~»1 don't know.
“Do you know

| _pay off officers?”

T Watt, Rt

- *“Does Ledgerwood have relatives |
|

mn official positions?”

_ #Judge Verne Ledgerwood is his
© . “Judge Ledgerv’pod is the munici.

. pul judge?”
“Yes.”

“It that all ' that were in the
club?”
“8ince then five per cent interest
has been given {o Otis McGraw. I
had and kept my 15 per cent in-
terest. Captain Willlam Smith had
fhree and a half per cent, I be-
¢ -Watt departed from the questions
to comment: , .
.J*“The games were always straight.
A straight game is the only way
to “gét business. If you run any
other kind, it follows you around
and ruins you.”- : ;
One committeeman asked “Why
does the house always operate
profitably "
““The banking end of any
. has s percentage,” said Watt. “It
only takes time for the percentage
to show up.” i
> «He said that Belvedere records
* were kept in triplicate, for himself,
fér Jacobs and for Ledgerwood. In
answer to a question he replied that
“the same parties are interested in
! Southern Club.”
' Watt explained that it was the
P custom at Belvedere to pay its em-
. Dloyes “in advance, each day,” and
. that no recorded payroll was neces-
. sary. He said many dealers drew
N s}o to $15 a day. . ’
; <™We knew all these employes by
" alght” he explained, “and paid
them as they came on duty.”
!;._,-_.“Dld you ever pay anyone beside
the help,” asked the attorney. -
“I came on late. If it was done, it

[T

calliRg 0“ n

list. What's his

] “Y“-"
“And also 2

u ghnn'n

ho is Bob
ro\?”

said Thompson
,on the force,

i

]

Watt.

he found the
Akel's" d
of the

in

. was done in fhre—deyiime,” said

EORR i

bling
\ fed that

. *I might l;l\i
tion would not

club.” seid ‘Thom

«He was & C&D
1 find Curley EV

has made &
| gprings saying be 18 &

to tell you what 1 know.

relat
chief of PO““-" A
“ ”

SM. . P
«Tex Rutherford, 0
_is a city fireman,

Asked if "sobn;(el e
list aren’t bodyguarc
th Watt replied:

isn't he?” cers?”’ Ledgerwood was asked. .
- “No.” be said. S
watchman &t the “Fines?” - o
pSon. - “No.” o7 =T
of these men on «what business connection did
ds for Mayor Jacobs and McLaughlin have? ]

Moore on this pey-

eacher. : ’
prnHe is & p]‘e\',ty busy myl

man Thompson
name of
said
chief of detectives.
Asked about

ling when )

L

tain of

«."No. .
"wWhy didn't the officers raid or
make arrests at

u -
«pjd you hear the other OWNeIs
Mt about that?”

what it means to

“ Do you have any information
”»

e but such informa-
be reliable.”

.-*You KnOW you were never Do
! » N
-5 |
" Cuairman Thompson then started |
- Y o e— T

ames of club employes

police.”
yans on

~And I see

t00. .
affidavit in HOF
! Holiness \

she Was “the

Scott Wood

asking me
i only

on

year. Ledgerwood said he had set-

Belvedere?” tled the debt shortly before Bal-
I lard's death. -~ - ‘T
arrangement Asked about his relationship

Municipal Judge
witness testified: v
“He gave me plenty of hell for
being in the;gambung business. . I
told him that all I could find to
do on sccount of my health”
“Why didn’t the Hot Springs of-
ficers enforce the gambling laws?”
he was asked. : :
“Hot Springs is s resort and peo-
ple come here for health and

f*

jonship to the

n‘-t.'he list here, :*

«] don¥t—wmmsThey were only friends.”

the roll,”
«I pelieve he WBS[

attorney. ]
“Yes.” . R
' repiied | | Billy Mann, who sald he had
|| been a Hot Springs grocer for 15
asserted that . | years, testified that the August
wprs, Herbert rimary was conducted .‘under

pleasure. Resorts there were closed .
up once before and the people went,
to Forida.” : - -
«“That is why I believe the offi-
cers were a little liberal” A
#You said big names came %o
ot Springs. Who?” ' ¥
“Tots of big people from Chicago,
1 including practically every big pol.
itician.”

ijously supplied by «Ever heard of Al Karpis' and

fBr:l e;érrsti previousty : his being around the gambling

«1 find the name of P. 0. wi” h“!l;; ” e "

he said. «What relation to the ule.h?” S ’

juage " . - *Yes.” A ¥
«Dncle, 1 think.” “Galatas?” | T

“There’s & Buddy Wakelin on the | eyes” R
“pid the visitors ever win?”

| | “Yes, the club paid one man $27.-
; 000 in one night.” : C

\ “Did you ever pay off any otti- ]

8id Haupt, Hot Springs, called
! next, said he worked at Belvedere |
' seven years but had not been there
, for the last three years. He said
he was formerly a sheriff in Gar-.
land coumty. - . -
i “pid you ever see Judge Witt at
Belvedere?” asked the committee

he

essure.” H:h’n. wn:l defeated for'
constable in t election. N

Asked to explain, hesatd: - " = 7

4] attended what is commonly
known as s pressure meeting, held
in police court. Judge Ledgerwood :
and McLaughlin' talked. They told
the firemen they expected
them to account for ten poll tax-
SRR, T ey Kb




e
i

pts ‘and
Wwe can arrange it.

ou cnn't get them.

ened to replace a city employe who
was quoted as saying he would
"vote for whom he pleased.”

Mann said he was a candidate
for constable, but that his name
was “scratched off” the administra-
tion ticket. —
off in ‘the mayor’s office,” he said.

“Were you de!est.ed?"

.'Ys ”

He said he was a foxmer ponce.
man.

L G Stan]ey of Mt ‘Ida testified
to the presence of gambling ma-
chines “running openly” in Mont-
gomery county, a part of the 18th

| district. He said they disappeared
after the present investigation
" started. -~

Roy Hurst, & minister, of Hot
Springs, corroborated Mann's testi-
mony about the pre-primary po-
Htical meeting.

Asked if any laws were “overrun

Hot Springs,” he said:’

He charged McLaughlin threat-

R e

“I was informed it was scrnu'hed 5
: DELEGATION URGES LIB-

#'Yes, t.he gambling and election
lays.” -

- meeting” in a ‘lett.er to Governor

"ords of various resorts iIn 0

-

ings would total around $332,300?"”

K
_'J

;" the record.

_n X de iy

‘e officials to stop gambling.

- records turned over by t.he com-

~ total with him but Thompson
':sked

Je said he had asked city n.nd cir-
He said he protested the “pressure

Car] Balley. :

Earl Screeton, audmor for the in-
come tax division of the state rev-
enue department, testified he had
examined books” and gambnng]

mittee.”
He presented data from 1936

Springs and Chairman Thompson'
asked for the total.
Screeton said he did not have l.he‘

“Don’t you believe t.he net eam-!

“Yes, I believe it would be some-
.| thing like that.”
He introduced s lz-page ludit in

Before the eommxttee adjourned
j,t received a group of Hot Springs
. business men, whose spokesman,
" Jess B. Murphy, protested against |
criticisms of Circuit Judge Witt and
expressed “faith and confldence in
him.*

The committee agreed to meéEt]
nguin Wednesday night.

- LEADERS CALL
ON COMMITTEE

ERAL POLICY FOR
HOT SPRINGS.

L}
~A delegation of between 130 and

eling together tn & motorcade of 35
automobiles, late y

representing ‘‘the sentiment of the
people of Hot S8prings” before the
legislative committee currently con-
ducting an investigation into con-
ditions existing in the resort,
Returning %o Hot Springs after
‘yaid-night last night, several mem-
%rs of the local delegation stopped
at' The Sentinel-Record office long
enough to express their apprecia-
tion of the courtesy shown them by
the investigating committee when
the Spa group appeared at the ses-

‘Exceptional eourtesy was shown
us by the committee,” the Spa busi-
ness men stated. “Our appearance
took up a great deal of the com-
mittee’s time, but Murphy was

asKed to Introduce us individually-
whlch he did. The committee mem-
bers listened to our petition atten-
tively.” -

J. B. Murphy,
treasurer and head of Murphy |,

man for the Spa delegation,
Murphy declared that the people
of Hot Springs favor a liberal policy | !
in order to compete with other
health and pleasure resorts. The
officials of the community must not
be blamed for this policy, he said.
The locil delegation, through|.
Murphy, expressed its confidence in
Judge Earl Witt “both as our eir-
cuit judge and as a citizen of our
district.” The people living directly
the Jjurisdiction of Judge
Witt’s court are satisfied with the
conduct of the court, Murphy said.

4

> L,

A sta.mp collector in Boswn re-
cently pasted 18880—stamps on his !
. automobile, completely covering it.

rh Ch a mrm eVl e e A P e

*tee follows:

B T

This prepared statement, which

A-BUSINESS ™

200 Hot Springs business men, trav- |

esterday after- !
noon left the city for Little Rock | STOUP in Hot Springs commonly

where the group presented itself as '

5 e

U e v T T

Hot

Lkl

gained much unfavorable publicity
since your investigation started be-
cause of the fact your investigation
was inspired by a certain political

known in politics as' the “outs,”
and in order to cast as'many re-
flections as possible on the group.
which is in authority the most ex-!
treme and unjust accusations
been made,

“The people of Hot Springs ha

favored a liberal policy in order to
compete with other health and
pleasure resorts and the officials of
x: g:xmun!ty must not be blamed

“It has been reputed]y said
the press that you are iInvestigating *®
Judge Earl Witt, our circuit judge,
and Jet us say now that he has
been our circuit judge for 15 years
and the people of Hot Springs have
confidence in his honesty, integrity

and ability. Judge Witt bears the
reputa.uon in our judicial district
being extremely fair and hn-

ial in the trial of all
tersthstc%ﬂ!!br

former ocounty |’

Brothers Garage, acted as spokes- |

he planned be-mtkrw the commlt-

dar . e

. -

is fearned in law and is emlnﬁy
! qualified for the position he oc-
! cuples. An audit of the circuit court:
expenses made by the firm of Chase
| & Gaunt, pyblic accountants, shows
that during the first 10 years of
the tenure of office of Judge Earl
. Witt there was a saving to the tax-
payers of more than $80,000 as
. compared with the last 10 yea.n -of
his predecessors, .
i “We take this opportunity of ex-
pressing to your committee our faith
, and confidence in Judge Witt both
aswrcircu!tjudgemdasaem-
! zen of our district. We further mtgg
to you that our people living di-
rectly under the jurisdiction of
Judge Witt’s cowrt are satisfied.
with the conduct of that court and
beg of you to not permit politicians
tor politics to cause you to do any-:
thing that will reflect upon Judge*
I Witt or the people of the lat.h Jue,!

diclal District” —oemm




‘1 your mind and want to tell some-
| thing I will pay you from $50 to

telling

ey

| DETECTIVE AKERs OB-
TAINS AFFIDAVITS
FROM PARR. -

Ty

;f

g g e
Yy

Chief of Detectives Merbert Akers
said last night he had depositions
from two women charging that a
man representing himself as an in-
vestigator for the legislative com-
mittee investigating law enforce-
ment in Hot Springs, had offer
one of them a sum of money if she
!would testify against -Akers before
; the committee. - T
g_‘ ‘The sworn statements were made

yesterday before C. T. Bates, a
notary public, by Mrs. Jessie Sims,
Jr., 18, and her mother, Mrs. Dixie
‘Williams, §1, both of Hot Springs.

Mrs, Bims said she was ap-
proached yesterday by the man who
represented himself as an investi-

= ..

{ gater for the house committee, and
askeéll if she had ever been arrested
by Akers. The woman said in her
statefjent that she told the man
she Hhd never been arrested

by
Akers, but that she had been ar-
rested one time by other officers.
She said he then asked her if she
had ever had any experience with

‘| Akers when she was younger and

that Zhe replied she had not.

“He seemed to doubt that I was
him the truth,” the state-
ment said, “and when I started

walk away, he said: ‘If you chsngej

$100°”

Mrs. Williams said three men ac-
companied by a Hot Springs wo-
man, Betty Johnson, eame to her
home before noon yesterday and

not there. She said they left word
for Mrs. Sims to meet them at the
Townsend hotel at 1 o’clock and
that if she did not come, they would
come after her. Mrs. Williams said
she was told there would be ‘“‘some
money™ in it for her daughter. Mra.

liams said that shortly pafter
noin, the Johnson woman the
m#&h representing himself ant

inwistigator, came to the ‘house
., and, conversed with{ hes

asked for her daughter who was|

5w Tpocw
i =
"nm'f‘f'f-m‘ & . '-—\-..A.‘..w'—q--‘"’j‘
mentjoned in the testimony of t!

Women inmates of Jacksonvilie State
Parm for Women, who appeared be-
fore the committee Friday night.

the past week & man represen
Rimself as an investigator out of
the detective chief’s office had been
visiting various persons in Hof

!| Springs. - P4 LT
{1 “If anyone other than a regular
member of this police department
approaches anyone and represents
himself as an investigator out of
my office, then something is wrong
| -and I request any person so ©on-
tacted to telephone police head-

at once,” Akers said,
The statements of the two women
follow -

vestigator
vestigating Committee, {investigat-
ing Hot Bprings, talked to me and

ed i I had ever been arrested
Yy Herbert Akers. I told him
1 had never been arrested by
Herbert Akers but that I had been
arrested one time by other officers;
that he then asked me if I had ever
had any experience with Berbert
‘| Akers while I was younger and I

b1
: hundred dollars.®* He also ask
| who had taken me to court tro:‘:

the jail at the time I was arrested
! and I told him that Mrs. Warring-

w.fmr had taken me from th.g jafl to

; the court,

LS

{ dauvghter. . ¥ o= L

ae

midd and wan) to tel -omﬁ\t:g
will pay you from fifty to

Akers alzo said yesterday that for |-
ting

told him I had not. He seemed to
| doult that I telling him the
i ‘h and whep I started to yalk
) E!va he said: you change jpur
—{ -

i

e

forih In this statement are true, -

v MRS. JEASE SIMS, JR. ;

sate of Arkansss, County of Gar=
land, & ",i.",‘f:_‘#-!:ﬁﬁ’:‘f’ﬁ";’.:;:’ﬁxﬁ:
Subscribed and sworn to before

187 - DU e s B
=" 0.'T. BATES, Notary Public. |

1

and I
mother of Mrs, Jesse 8ims, Jr.
“on the morning of February 8th,
-1937, about 11 o'clock, three men
u:davommwhosemmehBetty.
i Johnson came to my house looking
' for my dsughter and I told them '
' ahe was not there; they sald they:
mtedmetotenhertomeetthem
in the lobby of the Townsend Hotel
. This woman, Betly
Johnson, said that 'l; my daughter
ould meet them
&;ﬂ Townsend Hotel there would be
somemoneytnit.posslblytmrtyu‘
forty dollars, and if my dsughter:
did not come that they were co :
after her and make her.come. Later,
shortly after noon, woman,
Betty Johnson, and one of
came back and this is the one
40ld my daughter he

the mgn“:
that |

tigating Committee. - “
I solemnly swear that the ¥acts
set forth in this statement are true.
‘ DIXIE WILLIAMS, - -

land, ss. : ) :

Subscribed and sworn to before

me this the 8th day of February,
1037. :

C. T. BATES, Notary Public.

My commissidn expires March |

it

18, 1088, e

e e —
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the lobby of .
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Witt-Indefinitely
Postpones Trials
Of Seven Officers

-

At the request of relatives of the |

Jate John Dickson, their attorfiey,
Beott Wood and the prosecuting at-
. torney’s office, Ctrcuit Judge Earl
Witt late yesterday agreed to set
& new date for the trial of seven
. former police officials under in-)
- dictment
- death of D ksonecgmm‘xu risote
: of Dic , city prisoner.
Judge Witt stated that Dickson’s
relatives, their attorney and Deputy
Prosecutor Curtis Ridgeway claimed
theyemndnotcetteudyrm- trial
by Monday and for that reason he
agreed upon a new trial date which
"will be announced Iater,
Judge Witt stated that he regret-
&d the neeessi“ntg8 for con of
. the cases, ad that he “did ev-
erything I knew how to do to pro-

SENTINPL RECORD, - -
EOT SPRINGS, ARKARSAS,
DATE3 3

i TES

BE RESUMED AT
* SESSION TONIGHT

SUBPOENAS SERVED ON
MORE WITNESSES TO
BE HEARD.

P

P

B § M . “ =z v .
Little Rock, Feb. 9—()—A house
committee investigating allegedN
laxity in law enforcement in Hot
Springs and the 18th Judicial dis-
trict took a recess today. Its spe-

wlf.nessestobehwdntq._ \

session tomorrow night, ' - -

extensjve testimony on the opera-
tion of luxurious gambdbling casinos
in the spa, alleged.voting irregu-
larities and mistreatment of city

videfor.speedymdhlrtﬂalof
-the cases.” : o

The trials were scheduled {
ndey with Circuit Judge A. P.
1, Ashdown, presidirg at invita-

Judge Witt, - -

Jall prisoners, and the conduct of
officials in the district, d&id not
close the names.of those yet to
heard. .
Circuit Judge Esrl Witt of the

18th District, criticized in the resoe.

{ lution suthorizing the ~ investiga-
! tion, and who previously testified,
“has asked for a further hearing.
Il at his Hot Springs home, he
"offered to pay the expenses of the
commitiee to wait on him there.

The commitiee, which has taken|:

cial agents served subpoenas on

The committee vot receive him
in Little Roc convanlenee.f’
- P - -
CGn b ,\'_ -
‘ v . . 'A"Y.u P ; 2 3 .
s % - Z N e i Lo BOE ) o AR e




" would ask him to resign his
. office. When the visit failed
" to materialize the mayor is-
. sued a terse state‘ment‘ in

¢

~ to the city election in April.

i

- business men who asked him to ig-

-‘made. The telephone was jingling

| tance of the Gazette would print

A o~ RS 0 TN N

Mayor
\ Ouster

;sat in his office throughaut
the morning today waiting
“in vain for a visit by a citi-

zens’ committee which a Ift-7 Tor

tle Rock newspaper said

which he denounced . “un-
i fairness” by the newspaper
'and announced “his candi-
| dacy for re-election subject

Commenting on a story which
appeared in the Arkansas Gazetic
. this morning relative to the report
. ed request for his resignation, May-
or McLaughlin said he had re-

imninedesofﬂeefmm'Il m. |
; until noon and that no committee |

" had appeared.

!
Pointing to & large stack of let- | pressed

ters, notes and telegrams on his
desk, the mayor declared ‘ae had
been receiving messages all morning
from local citizens asking him not
to resign. He said he had received
innumerable telephone calls from

nore any such request should it be

. almost constantly ss the mayot
talked with reporters. :
He expressed astonishment iha.t
a ‘newspaper “the size and impor-

& story as viclous bmd on suwch
information.” -

Newspaper repo:tcrt contacted
innumerable business men of ‘the
-ty this morning and could find
no tuee of such a committee.

- & special story by Joe Wirges,
“Galette photographer and reporter,
“un a Hot Springs date-line, the’

NIX ERR,

HOT SFRINGS, ARKANSAS,
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Com)mttéé Vi
Annou n

&ayor Leo P. McLaughtin §.

2u can say we'll ask for His
or McLaughlin’s) resignation.
e reason? Well. there are plenty
of tbem . . .
e paper uld lt m phnned
or the ousting force to select &
spokesman and have the entire
group accompany him to the may-
or's office. The committee, the
paper said, was to meet at m
o'clock this morning.
The statement by thz mayor !ol-

on the front page of the Gazette
this morning and whoever the bus-
iness man was who talked with
him must have been an enemy of
administration, becsuse the local
newspapers have closely checked
nearly all of the prominent business
people and find that they not only
failed to have any knowledge of
the so-called meeting of business
men, but on the other hand ex-
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 8

as being sup-
tration. -

themselves

to fight with & newEpape=
todmplytﬂn‘ndw”"

PRV .

newgpaper 8 Hot Springs
bustess whose’name was not ) .
. ;divulzed. a8, szw \_. FEE ~ S e e - Tomy

: *_
oy

es for Re—electlof

lows!, )
"Imdt.heswryofmwtrges

FPEI
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“I arrived at my oInce
morning walting for
called committee. It is now
o'clock and no such committee hps
appesared. On the other hand, my
omcehnbeenmronledmthbu-
e i et ™ "B

into the conduct of the officials
this district and as yet there is
evidence aguinst any of |
clals excepting the whisperings
political enemies b_ehlnd'
doors.

“The people of Hot
odmtothemyonol‘!’:tﬁe

:
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it Events Here Find| |

Wepp dver its recent difficuilties-

.ttt everything will come out in
“the wash, 80 to speak, the “Run of
‘the News” editor of the Arkansas
.Democrat, digs deep into the files
“of his newspaper to find a parallel
for the current happenings during
the third term of Governor Jeff
.IDavis, nearly two score years ago.

* The Democrat columnist says:
. “Swanky Belvedere is closed. Mayor

" McLaughlin i» melancholy, the

' gambling clubs are gloomy, the Spa

. I8 not the same. L

~

“The- wheel -no longer spins, the
chips no longer clink; the dice no
longer roll, the ponies o longer
. run. The legislature has clamped

down- the lid and the night spot
boys and girls are finding what the
sun looks like again. N

““The money has stopped the hotels
have cancelled their entertainments;
the people who love the games of
chance are forlorn; the city fathers
" wonder how to fill the coffers—in

ahort Hot Springs is in dire straits.

“But don't cry, little city. Though

. there is a loss of familiar things just
_now, all of this has happened be-
-fore and probably will again, for

this gambling business is like that

fabled bird, the “phoenix” which
was believed to rise from the ashes

,where #t was burned This letter

reminds us so: .

,. “Dear Sir: . ’

t “Do you remember, ‘Way Bark:
hen’ Gov. Jeff Davis, during i

J\ird term, I believe, sent the &

o as gy

. e

"g tia to Hot Springs to chase
* blers out of town? Thirty years|
OF 80 ago?” . - - G.C.
i “Little Rock. :
~ L - o N

§ .“No, we do not remember, but a
- perusal of the files of 1900 and 1901
.xecalls Hot Springs early trials and

t".‘b“hﬂm':. R - LE

T e X — M
?- “On the afternoon of March 77,
v 1901, Governor Davis, who a few]
;,months  previously had won the

election after & hard fight in Gar-

Wy <
Bt LN

{ land county, signed the Wilson anti<]

"That was at 2:30 p. m. "3
0 ward of the disaster
reahed Central avenue and at 6
o'clock—for the first time in many
years—the avenue’s clubrooms were
-dark, ‘The fives say: “People con-
gregated on sidewalks in the early
evening, discussing with sad faces

of the gambling ban,

“Further—we find: “The sporting
men of the city, who have thousands
invested in their clubrooms, are
‘much’ disgruntled.’ The ecitizen-
ship, however, seems to have taken
that early catastrophe calmer, viz:
‘They are taking the attitude that
while the immediate effect will be
to lower rents and property values
& city can not build on vice and im-
morality.’

“The gamblers had not lost their
paraphernalia (as in the present in-
stance), but they couldn’t use it. At
the Springs the ban did not include
pool halls, and horse betting con-
tinued, but that did not lift the
gloom. o

“Gamblers packed their equip-
ment left by the dozens. The sporf®
from Chicago, New York, Cincin-
nati, left for Memphis, New Orle-
ans, Louisville. - Much of their trade

for home. All that remained we are
told, was the hot water.

7
/

" “In Little Rock, which was no

Iiles _tell how well they lstened:
“Without protest they all closed af
once (this was 4 minutes after
Governor Davis signed the bill) and

gne who knew where their places
were located. Main street present-

ed a curious appearance after

'| town—as soon as

[ oGl o iy Dard e Shkee

k with its dark windows-srwe
second staries.” ; el e, i

Twenty gambling houses closed !
Little Rock and 100 mbmpuk

"

R

-and ominous forebodings outcomre"

l

- have broken up your playthings,
. taken away the glitftr of the bright

~BRNSAS, you still have”

they could ]

their grips.’

“At the same time old Glntm‘
race track, located at the foot of
East Ninth street, was running wide,
open. That year it broke all records
in attendance. e

“The gambing ban was felt elne-’i
where in Arkansas, we read. Houses
closed quickly in Fort Smith, Pine
| Bluff, Texarkans. - R

“The state quieted down for the
next few years and then Hot
Springs began to revive. Governor
Davis at the time was running for
the United States Senate and found
-the Spa still unruly. That was
.When he dispatched the militia to
clamp the lid ‘down tight’ mn Hot
Springs. : o L

P

“After that, old timers say 1t was
10 years before the lights burned
bright again. When they did, they
continued through the war: after-
ward, through depression and un
the bonfire last week-end. o

s

“8o don’t cry, Hot Springs. They

lights, but, after all, the real things
which make you & queen city of Ar.

followed them; those who didn’t left

8unday school town then, eithep,,
| Police Chief McMahon ‘informed’:
7] the boys thelr day was over.

The,
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T A L K INFORMAI
§
'Reports Declared Re-

REPUDIATED BY

Demes Part in Org
anized Move To
Oust Mayor

sult of “Coﬁee
Gossnp
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£ Denvmg 8 report in the
Arkansas Gazette that he
.had attended any ore.ar

'i ranged meeting of local bu

iness men at which it was

| decided to ask Mayor Leo

| P. McLaughlin to resign, W.

|R. Downen. local furnituré

< e

- e

i g s i s T £

" dealer and former sheriff of'
Gar]and county, said thi
 morning the Little Rock
newspaper had mlsquote
lnm

1}
- “coffee cups” in the Hot Spring]
..Confectionary yesterday morning:
“Mr. Downen sald. Such sessions, m!
ndded are held practically eve:]

“morning of the year by the bus!
Yness

*mo
Hme. .

men who genrerally happen
in the confectionary for
R

EX N P

R T P . L S R

| commission on matters pe:

'nmexe was, however, an mforma. Osaklawvn March 1.
session of the business mer ove httomey for the

coffee at lbout the samn ¢

R SRRt S

deen discussed by the group in
confectionary yesterday morning,
Downen sajid they ‘“had previoysly
discussed such a possibility™ .’
He named eight business men
who he sald were present at tbej
confectionary yesterday when the
alleged discussion of the McLaugh-
In resignation took place. - The
New Era was able to contact only
seven of these by noon today. 8ix
admitted being at the oconfectionary
yesterday morning, but denied they
fook part in any such discussior.
The seventh u.id he m sick in bed
yaterdgy,, L
They also den!ed t.ny knowledge
of any organized movement by »
committee $0 ask the INAyor's resig-

o

o

O sheaal

" "Pownen was also quoted by

Little Rock newspaper as sa,
wnen) had met the mayor-in a

bar) shop shortly before he
“coffee cup” session and that the
mayor had delegated him to tell
the “‘committee” that he had no in-
tention of resigning, but would run
for re-election in April. ¥or this
reason, the Gazette quoted Downen
as saying, the “committee” did not
call upon the mayor as it almd]
had his answer. : - R

Quotirg the Gnetw “!lt
Downen said that those present s
the meeting expressed belief that
the house committee, headed 'by
Rep. Thompson of Inde
county, which is investigating
ditions in -the Eighteenth Judi
Circuit, Garlard county and .Hot
Springs, is making a sincere effort

nation, -~

Downen also denied s sta.tem \]
attributed to him by the Gazette
which he was quoted as saying:
“T'm all through with politics.”

“I'm not through with politics,”
! the formeyp sheriff declared. ‘T've
been in it for 25 years and I guess
1771 be there as long as I live, or at
leastulongnslmwalktome
polls to vo! :

He admltt.ed he and Moyor Mc-
Laughlin were not or the best of
political terms, but did not deny ‘he
I, -aeyawr ersmisclon oy
a'ﬂDW’sdeet this morning to
ofﬁciauy deny for him (Downen)

the Gazette story. Mayor Mec-
Laughlin made the derial shortly
before he left for Little Rock this

morning where he was to meet with }

the chairman of the state racing}

| to the opening of the race meet at

‘The mayor i
track.

to get at the truth of conditions.
' 1t was the .consensus of opinion of
those present that the investigating
committee will make an earnest ef-
fort to bring sbout ar improve-
ment of conditions here. It was he-
leved that any action by the busi-
ness men of the city might only
handicap and emarrus the, lnvestl-
gators.” e
None of those eontactod by m
New Era today and whom Downen
sald were present at the meeting g~
pressed such opinions, however.
Downen did not deny t.hat put
the Gazette story.
“The whole thing is purely poll-
tics,” the former sheriff told a r¥=
porter this morning. ‘It has been
this way every since I can rememe
. SE TURN PAGE I8
ber.” » T
He was somewh“ f
Wrought ;
over the apparent misquotings gg

c s

The Gazette story this morning
quoted Downen as saying there was
& meeting of more than 25 business
men yesterday at which it was de-
cided no good would be accomplishe

ed by asking the meyor to
o¥nen said today there were Pos~

12 persons at the confection-

f
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'RAEING-‘REPEA

4

¢ BY COMMITTEE

"«Do Not Pass” Will be
~ Report To Lower
- House

" Little

N
e d

Rock, Feb. 5.—(#P)—Ark-

. another week-end
brea! spell with 40 bills signed
into law attesting to the rapid pace
it has set. - . ]

¥ Governor Balley’s signature on

" the administration sponsored sales
tax bill and disapproval of an ac
' to repeal the 1935 law lega
_betting on horse races were over
* nicht developments. - .
1" ‘The committee vote on the rac
ing bill was 7 to 3. :
Dr. A. C. Millar, editor of the
Arkansas Methodist and Represen-

‘| tative Butt spoke for passage.
; Campbell and Maner, Garland
: oounty represen_ut.lves. spoke

" sgainst passage. - . ,

. Dr. Millar said that he was &
. “friend of Hot Springs” He de-
. clared that the hot springs were an
" msset to the whole couniry and had
' the capacity to bring far more peo-
: ‘ple to Arkansas than éver tame for
! “Unfortunstely,” he said, “a great

“have injured the state more than
all the good publicity the state has
received through newspapers and

possible for us o have
But I do

+ BILL REJECTED |

| ansas’ General Assembly veered to- ;

.*13 measures, committee approval of

A 5 " R }, -
. e . ;
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“SThe Eicuse ¥ hiave for “horse

enue. The costs™of vice, however,
are far ingre than the revenue des!
rived We need the revenue, you
say. But now, that we haye the’
sales tax there is no need for the
revenue Irom race horse betting. We'
will gain more from increased sales;
tax revenue-than we will lose by
abolishing race gambling.”"

Dr. Millar praised the legislature
during his speech and said that he
did not know of an Arkansas legis- |
lature that ‘“has done so much in
short & while” . ... .
Representatives

pass-
Campbell declared that the
would hurt merchants in -Hot
] and others who may have
,utoqked already in preparation for
the’ March races, - Maner declared
t business is at a standstill in
ot Bprings now as & result of un-
ti:tymz;ou&};t :.:)lout the legisla-

ve ing! d on
He said that. dne hotel in Hot
Springs last year.pald & $60,000 div-
idend, the first dividend in years,
because of the visitors coming to|
Hot Bprings. * “Every business has
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 10 -

been hurt,” he said. ‘“The 1lling
station owners and sinall shop own-
ers feel the effect of the uncertainty
as well as the large hotels and large
business firms.” '.

Representative Butt, * in closing
the argument, said that he could
“gee no reason for prostituting the
morals of the state for the sake of
the 20-some-odd thousand inhabi-
tants of Hot Bprings.” By

“The state derived $140,840 from
race horse betting in taxes last
year,” he said. “To old age pen-
sions, the excuse for the legalized
gambling, went $45,000 which is just
s drop in the bucket compared to
funds expended for relief.”

“The cold cash is not worth the
cost,” Butt declared. “Hot Springs
has been exposed to public condem-
pation. There have been articles in
the Americar magazine and the
Liberty ‘magazine which give Hot

Springs a deplorable name. It is
L..S,s:euet that the races were the

, dition which brought about the
|i writing of them.” .. x>~ -

$hat we must have the fesa.d

of these articles and the.cops.

for publication of a digest of state
statutes. The 40 bills he has ap- -
proved during the present Session
exceeded by 25 the number
at the same time during the 1835
legislature. = ... . T T
He used his veto power on items.
in the attorney general's depart-
ment appropriation bill calling for!
8 $32,400 annual salary for.an assist-;
ant attorney general and $1,500 &
& secretary-reporter as well as §3,-

i

-

400 for a first deputy state treas-
urer in ‘t.he gpprop:jlutlon of that

PR v
house revenue and taxation

The
committee marked “do pass” the ;
two per cent sales tax bill by Ben- |

ator Northcutt. It did not act upon .
13 proposed amendments which will
be considered by the House, .. < %
. knows

The house passed
to double the gallonage tax on M-
quor and a measure to make op-
tional with the counties the re-
quirement of publication of per-
sonal property tax delinquents. It,
also approved a resolution to sub-|
mit & constitutional amendment ¥
the general election for a work-

e

men’s compensation law. L
Also passed by the lower branch :
were bills providing for election of §
school teachers before the district-
schoo) elections and to regulate the .
type and form of lfe insurance!
policies to be sold in Arkansss,-- . |
“In the defeated list were bills" s
allow school districts to issue bonds

up to 10 per cent of assessed val-
uation of real and personal proper-:
ty and to prevent tax from
claiming the right to set up a claim -
on land that has been sold by the
county and state for non-payment
taxes on account of incorrect.
ption, - B
The senate gave its approval {0
force orderly liquidation of all
county floating debts through cre-
‘ation of 15 per cent sinking funds.
It voted down a Dbill to prohibit’
cigar dealers from absofbing the.
state’'s ten per cent cigar tax.” "~ =
Other measures it passed were

the administration’s free trade bill
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g4 Wmud. One‘uwner of & slot ma-
chine confiscated during a raid on
| Hot Bprings establishments last
Friday night. The reazon? They
want to give himn $13.75 in nickels,
six pennies and ope worthless slug.
This huge tity of money was
!found in one of the slot machines
| taken from the Club Belvedere by
state revenue department agents led
by Amis Guthridge, personal sec¢-
retary to Revenue (kmmlsslonu-
Dave L. Ford.
The writ for sejzure iasued by
ef Justioe Griffin 8mith, covered
nmbnng panphemans and
ssveral alot machines were
foynd Mr. Guthridge asked ‘W, 8.

2

Doubmansas
W_zll be $13 chher

-y b

e
5
S
<

...._...-.‘_.‘__.;...._..... s e

ukeehngedthemomyhﬁu
machines.

Expl that the machines did
not belong to him, but were mezely | ti
leased and that Belvelere got a per-
centage of the “take” Mr. Jacobs

called the agent for the lessors. The | ! pal

agent came out and took the money
from the machines. That is, all ex-
cept ane. -

When that machine was brou;ht
to Little Rock to0 be burned the 335
nickels were found in it. Advised
unofficially by Chief Justice Smith
that he should return the money to
the owner of the machine, M.
Guthridge now faces the problem of

finding someone who will admitf
J_ hs,‘ proprietor of Belvedere, to

-imw MYSTERY o}

er here to find out out something bont.'
the plane. . o

An airport lttendant told repow.’
'CI8 & !tra.nge yesterdny Ot .

FOUND IN SPA ™4
., BY REPORTERS

PERTS ¥y

NGt D -“SAAELNIN S
LI e ote

" Hot-
dyed [

Springs
‘airport mystery” to add to'
its legislative mvestigations. gamb-
ung house raids and pollticl.l dtm-’
l
It nn revo!ves lbout 'auaplcious"
airplane now housed at the munici-
airport. The mystery, ho owever,:
is not the airplare, but rather why'
the adnxious Arkansas Gazette.
should send a Photographer-report- ]

mysterious . questioner who wanted:
to know all the whys and where-
Tores regarding the plane. The m-a :

to do with th&
lnvestigation of Hot

| Springs was not known, but sppnr
“The Plane o e futlle e-,
. € plane, an ordinary type, -
longstoannunoismanenxaged
. . _aerial survey wm'k. Heknot
T R S 'pontichn.
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 JUDGES DEGREED FOR OAKLAWN S

here.

The commission also increased
the number of stewards and Judges
¢« from three to six, .
At previous meets, funds have
not been available for saliva tests,
sand the three placing judges have
served also as track stewards, giv-
ing horse owners no appeal on
race decisions, other than to the
Same group who returned the first
decision, members were told.

In spite of protests from Charles
Cella of St. Louls, Mo, president of
the Oaklawn Jockey club, made
through Mayor Leo P, McLaughlin,
attorney for the club that both
Judges and track stewards should
not be employed, the commission
voted to conform to the state rac-
ing law. .

shall select one placing judge and
one track steward, subject to the
approval of the commission, The
commission also is directed to se-

lectoneplacingjudgemd ane B

steward, and the appointive officials
are empowered to select the third

Judge and third steward. The man- |
agement pays salaries of all tnckl

officials, .

The commission selected Bill
Hamillon, veteran starter, as its
wewmazd, and Ed Landers of Harris-
burg as its Placing judge. Ed
ris, secretary, said both had ac-

SALIWA TESTS AND ADDITIONAL — Biess:
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: ple belleve there will be
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officlals will " e

é
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named by the track mana, t. :
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4 on voted itself suthority | . or thetr Wheel,” h’,
IR

the tests. Farris told members that
attempts to have tests made durin
last year's meet were \msuecessfh
because the commission had m?rsmcslndmtoldbynr Me-
funds for the purpose, and efforts ughlin M
to enlist the aid of the commission, | = that Revenue Commis-
gr of revenues fajled,

In protesting employment
three placing judges and thr

read a letter from Cella saying that
the track ea.mel:“u net profit of et -
around $42,000 year—an aver- || mission & proposed track of-
'age of $1,112 per day for 37 days— | ficlals after talking by tel;phone
and that since more than $18,000 | With Mr. Cella, 4
will be added in purses this year, | hrr!smdthntthehstpommh-
the track management must prac- | sion adopted a resolution’ requir-
tice strict economy to make a | ing the trac
profit, even with unusually good | such a lst with the commission at
weather, . .-
- Only $15360 would have been Starter Hamilton was called to
earned last season if purses pro- | answer questions concerning neces-
posed for this year had been paid, || sity for appointment of experienced
McLaughlin safd. horsemen to represent the ocom-
A petition asking the commission | mission at the meet. He was quiz-
" to disprove appointment of Eugene { zed about complaints of “crooked-
. Bury as secretary and Placing | ness’ during past meets which com-
; Judge, signed by about 40 Hot § missioners said they had heard from
| Springs residents, was presented by | several sources,
Foster A. Vineyard of Little Rock. Members present ieluded John |
McLaughlin charged that it had || C. Hilliard of Wynne, cahirman; .
{ been prepared by E. Sigman, Hot § Mr. Vineyard, Conway Hale of'
. Springs horse owner, “who finds | Batesville, Mr. England, A. M., Jack-
fault with everything,” he gaid. son of Berryville and W
pclaughlin said that Cella waSTIOr Parls. Henry Morsthimer of
ed about profits because of || Parkdale was absent, LT
nhewspaper accounts concerning : ————— Bos v gzin?
possible repeal of the horse racing R
act. “Of every ftive people who

fo appoint a veterinarian to make | Mr. Vineyard, Commissioner
]
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"™ o Hot Springs because they will
AGHMENT T iereyoi0% about my testimony here ™
H Booie | Asked by the committee attorney

.| who “they” were, she replted:.“

" PROCEEDINGS = 2 Exc= &2

16 “The testimony already before us
:'i8 enough that we feel that im-
i peachment proceedings are inevit-
.able,” said the committee’s state-
" ment. : <.
At Hot Springs, acting chief of
police Weldon Rasberry, only re-
cently appointed, said “there is not
a word of truth” in the charges of
_immoral conditions at the jail,

B

" Lo, RepoRT

Ty

ommittee - Declares

- Threatened Jction. | Sy tovsl v s e
y e ; ceede ef of Police Joe Wakelin,
- ‘II\CV] ,a e o suspended by Mayor Leo P. Mc-
: — Iaugh]induringt:grantggfuryéx;
' \ vestigation into the dea 8
"MEET MON DAY | jall prisoner, alleged from a beat-
. - e | ing. Seven policemen were indict-
’ =< ' "Il ed for the death of the prisoner,

ljut those charged did mot include
" the suspended chief., = . -

_ Since the house committee start-
ed its inquiry, state revenue depart-
ment agents, apparently working in
close co-operation with the inves-
tigators, raided night clubs at Hot
Springs, seized and burned several
thousand dollars worth of gamb-
ling equipment. ' - .

The resolution under which the
house committee is working asu-
thorized it to determine whether
impeachment proceedings should be
brought against officials in the Hot
Springs area. The resolution al-
leged a breakdown in law enforce-
ment and an alliance between the
peace officers and the “criminal

' Newspapermen _Ag'éin
To Be Permitted -
R In Session D

Little Rock, Feb. 6.—(P)—Chalr-
man W. M. Thompson of the house
committee investigating law en-
forcement conditions in Hot Springs
and the 1Sth judicial district, sald
here today his committee hoped to
complete the inquiry next week.

A statement from the committee
said it believed impeachment pro-
ceedings against officials in the Hot

.

same time I was dated one of the

Bprirgs area ‘‘are inevitable.”- - ) i
{| Thompson said the investigators Of her stay in the Hot
would meet again on Monday or Jjail Billy Blair said
Tuesday night, again permitting “The jailer told me that i I'd
newsmen to sit in on the testimony, be good to.him, he'd be good to
and indicated preparatior of a re- me. I refused, although he threat-
port to the house would be started; ened me.”
within the next few days. =~ - in:;h: other W&me!:)’:f refotr:n;ory
after: ates appearing ore the leg-
thfhecoﬁﬁ::eeg: mtm:::-secreu islative group gave their names as
sesslon at which three young Y:“ﬁ srfgxiezo Parker, 20 and Iva Lee John<

n from Hot Springs, now serving, » &0 : :
?&e in the sxa)tategs reformatory4 RoXle Parker said she didn%
charged under oath that immora}, ]
conditions existed in the Hot: know why she had been sent to the
Springs city jail, and that women| reformatory. She explained that
_} arrested -there had been whipped she previously had been arrested
_shused by officers. | and released in connection with a
e of the women prisoners, giv-| fatal shooting at Hot Springs. -
i} the name of Billy Blair, 24, told] . *“That time, they took me to jail
th} committee she had been se- and Cecil Brock (a police officer)
duged by force at the age of 15 by said he would whip me unless I
s Hot Springs police official, in-| talked, and he did. He took me

classes.”
Springs

stigated to commit robbery by a, where a dead man was and made
. policeman, arrested and beaten, and me put my hand on the dead man
later sent 1o the women's prison While he questioned me. They put
,Yarm for a year. - ¢ - S me under the hot lights and

She alleged that Circuit Judge fingers almost double and’

" Earl Witt, in sentencing her, prom-| 5crewed their thumbs behind my

“i8ed to aid her in obtaining & Ye-| AYS.. i s Susimbniin Mddiund 255~
_lease after serving a part of her

R e s BT A

f‘-‘h'e'But:, idtbeythwon't mﬁf}f ‘me “now;”
. €O tee shrilly.
'L“frhey’ll kill me 11 T tver go back

T At "0 Men i bl

Ceigie_Lrolierd

l
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in a car after “picking me up &R/
the street.” C b
*He gave me three doliars after
got out into the coumtry,” she
wetn on. ‘Later he fingerprinted
me and said that if I dated him"
he would tear up the fingerprints,
and he did.” SR
The witness said that she had
been gwitched and hit over the head
with & blackjack by officers, . =~ .
‘“Three cops made propositions
to me while I was in jail the last .
time,” she testified. “They sald if
I would date them, they would turn |
me loose. I wouldn’t do that. An-'
other girl who was sentenced the

3

policemen and she hasn't shown up }
at the women’s farm yet.” T
Mrs. Helen D. McDonald, super- |
intendent of the state women's
farm, told the committee the Park-
er girl was an “ideal inmate” but
that both the Blair and Johnson |
girls had been treated in the State
Hospital for Nervous diseaees, whils.
serving time at the reformatory. -
Excepting newspapermen, mb.i
John T. Williamg of the Jocal dis-
trict attorney’s office and Rep.
James R. Campbell of Hot Springs
were the only outsiders permitted
to atiend the committee session. |
Rep. Lee Nichols of the commit-
tee said that “seven Hot Springs:
business men are hers ready to tes-
tify, but they don’'t want to testify
except in an executive session, I
believe they would testify if Mr. |
Campbell were not present.”. :- - _
The committee decided to hear &8
many persons as were wlll.l.n{ to,
testify before outsiders presen
Later Campbell and the press
were excluded and the testimony of
the busiress men taken behind
closed doors. . * .7 PR
Fred L. Pennington, describing
himself as until receritly a main- -
tenance engineer at the Majestic
hotel, said he “was let out of my,:
Job at the hotel yesterday because :
I talked to Mr. Witte (a committee
inveitigntor_)—_—at least it looks that

“The chief engineer fired me bef
cause he sald I was talking to peo-.

he continued. “He said my wor
was satisfactory.” . o ... . s

B AN e RO
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I had no business talking to"{ “

Ty Ay . - .- Fee -
Lt R



Frank Witte, the committee - -
atar, told the committee he | proke a beer boitle over
ety ber TS ryraipesigis fos
clfbs’ gambling paraphernalia, claimed the man was her husBgnd.
tay ldengﬂed in evidence 39 ponl | “We have to keep her off th . -
given to iy Beralc Sad bad been | gtreets, She continually had to re-
&5 “Charles Sellers, a form:r ::-ﬁ;_d celve treatment at the government
man.” : clinic. 8o did the other two women.
Witte charged the poll tax re- “I think the only thing we ever
ceipts were distributed in Hot | sent the Johnson woman up for
Sﬂnss for voting purposes in the | Was loitering.
%’h . :1!;! and that a “p!n.k ticket” of *This Roxie Parker was investi--
e stay;‘.e adngm;gations selections || gated in the Harvey m:lga&gk
djstrlbuteduallso wtrvlg:g;fﬁm ey and ::: ;':agl ewga.or ﬁ.l‘l):l him. We
He said the selections were head- | never found the slayer but we had
;‘;lby Ed F. McDonald for governor, | reason to believe the Parker girl
theo was given a large majority in | knew him because she was with
resort city over Carl E Balley | both of them a few minutes befi
| who won the office. the slaying. - |
) —_— - “She was investigated before a
' Police Deny Charges. ooroner’s inquest but she denied
1 Membvers of the Hot Springs po- || Imowledge of the slayer's fdentity.
glcve egeﬁgrmnmed in testimony || She ':q?lr“lt'edh:g:v;“ wthe be;lmn
ttee n Liltle Rock iast night, ta. | the fatal fight was over ners |
B ssued statements making & | p TOMmEr Detective Lieut. Gectl
lanket denial of the charges made | EroC ed “switching” any of

three women wi X otris. 4
thesses, *I admit I questioned the Parker

girl. I had ‘every reason to believe
she could name the slayer. The
 Cook case is still unsolved and she
i Was our most important witness,
“All of the girls had eVvery reason
totrytogetbscktttheponcedo.
pariment. Offhand, I couldn't even
estimate the number of times we
;:re;teg tt::em.kee In their conditions,
a
e had p them oft the
Police Matron Warrington sup-
ported the testimony about the
trio. She said fust & few weeks ago i
the Johnson girl broke up & stove =
and turned on water faucets to

R —

-

mer Lieut. Cecll Brock, who was

- also named, added his denial.

! Mrs. Emma H. Warrington, police

: matron, described the women as

i “probably the most vicious type of
women delinquents that I have ever
come in contact with.”

“We had to send them to the
state farm for women before they
became of age,” Chief Detective
Akers said, explaining, “they be-
came 80 unruly officials at the girls
reform achool refused to accept|

- them.” )

' “The Blair girl is under sentence
now for larceny in connection with }| flood the jafl,

] the ‘rolling’ of a man in & Malvern{| _Acting Chief of Police Weldon
rooming house,” Akers said. The || Rasberry sald last night “there '
other two were sentenced after || Rot & word of truth” in 'of
having seen sentenced innumerablestriB¥ioral conditions in the cigy jaf]
times for loitering. T here, =

; “The larceny case involved a $60

i theft. This was the only larceny

case ever entered against her here.

8he never was arrested for stealing ’ .

as much as $476 from any - et
“She was always a continual S T

ce of trouble. Only .a short .

e before she was last admitted i

tohei’nrmgl\o-—hauvdihtoreceivo o : T . .

ment at the qgsnital-for . e s b

j » héad wound suffered when a MR | . . Lo e Tr e TR o
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Circuit Judge A. P. Steele, of the

. Judge Steele,’

" who had disqualified himself “in

| et for Feb. 15.

| the Ashdown' jurist that he would

kiad adiis

POLIT=TRIALS -
ARE SET FOR -
- FEBRUARY 15

Clrcult Judge Steele
of Ashdown, To
Presxde

WITT STEPS O UT
Dlsquahﬁes Self’ In

. View of “Devel-
" opments”.

Ninth Judicial District (Ashdown),
will come here Monday, February
15, to preside over the trials of leven
former officers indicted in co;
tion with the alleged “third de
duthofJohnDickson,tcityJaﬂ

prisoner.

mvlted to pteside
over the trials by Circuit Judge
Ear]l Witt, of this district, informed
the local judge last night he could
come here on that date. Judge Witt

.. view of recent developments,” im-
.. mediately set the t:lals on the dock-

" Following his lnnouncement Bat-
urday night that he would disqual-
ify himself, Judge Witt informed

set the trial date here to suit Judge
Steele’s convenience, He added that
the seven former . -city pouoemen
have been under indictment for sev-
eral weeks and expressed the be-
lief that some effort should 'be made

s—~moni are acc

‘Juries before death.

qQuickly to set thelr frials,
Judge Witt was incluaed a.m

before

Emlt investi

 NEY ERA,
HOT SFRINGS, ARKAMNSAS,

DATE: 7%/, ; ZS7

fficers under fHdiot-"
of using “lhird
degree” methods on Di
. was charged with being a memw
of an alleged local safe robbery
ring. Dickson also admitted before
his death membership in a band
of thugs which brutally attacked
former Chief of Police Joe Wakelin
durlngnnidbyomculonl“hﬁo-
out” north of here. -

Dickson died Christimas eve sfur
bhaving been confined at the jail
here for almost a month. An au-
topsy on his body by four prominent
Hot Springs physicians revealed he
had suffered painful and brutal in-
Physicians
said his death was caused by pneu-
monis but did not state whether
the injuﬂes were [ Y contrlbutin‘
factor. -

The indlctments Lgainst “%he otﬂ-
cers followed. Those indicted -and
suspended from duty were former
Day Captain' L. A. Cooper, Night
Captain R, L. Moore, Detective
Lieut. Cecll Brock, Detective Glynn
Buchanan and Officers Joe Scott,
Andy Irwin and Pres Griffin. -

COomplying with an editorial re-
quest in the local papers that the
grand Jury delve into charges o2
three women inmates of the state
reformatory that immoral condi-

ns. exist in the city jail, Judge

itt said Sunday he had instructed
Charles Goslee, grand jury foreman,
to give the women an opportunity
to give testimony ebfore the grand
jury the next time that body meets.

Judge Witt also stated he would
have insructed the present ot ;n-
vious grand juries to hear the wo-
men.hadthehttermndeanyeom-
plaint of ill-treatment 6n
of city officers, -

" The

vestigation by the grand jury, or-
any other body, into conditions at
thejaﬂslnee.lm.z,whenhetook
office. ;- Rl P S
“Tva Lee Johfison (who with 311!!3’
Blair and Roxie Parker made the
charges) was arrested after I took
office and suffered no mlstxutme& e
at the jail
“The charges ‘made by the mu,
" ‘arm inmates ar&” making "4

e Hot Springs witnesses called t0 | hard for

my men to carry on whetg:
ative others left off.” Therefore, I 1ap-
eged 1aw1ess | prove such an investigation®:: _@

TOPENSESSION”

WL BEHELD
IN SPA PROBE

“Sensatlonal Develop-
- ments” Hinted -, oy
. Tomghtv.u

uttle m‘ Peb. 0—(E)—Atta\-
ney John R. Thompson said he =
pected “sensational developmenh ﬁ
testimony” to be gim tonight t-_
| fore an Arkansas house Qf_ Repre-
ﬁmﬁvu ‘sommfttes

leged lawlessness at ‘Hot

“At Jesst five witnesses will wp-
penr" sald Thompson, eounsel for
the committee. Tonight’s meeting
will be the second non-secret session
of the investigation within a wéfk.
Thompson declined to give the
names or oecupauonl ut thue
(will testify, . .- - ]

“The people of Hot Bprings are’
gettinglo they are willing to Nk."1
he declared. “Our investigators are
doing a good job at Hot Spﬂnn.
They are uncovering plenty of
stuff.” He indicited another meéet~.
ing may be held later in the week,
.. Three inmates of the state o=
formatory for women appeared be-
for the committee at a hearing Fri.
day night, the first at which news-
papermen were permitted to attend.
They testified they had been whip-
ped and otherwise abused while in
custody at Hot Springs and that
immoral conditions had existed at
the city ja.ﬂ Pollee denied h
chargu. oS

- The sta.'tements ot the women
drew -prompt action from Circuit
.Judge Earl Witt of the 18th judi~;
cial district (Hot Sprmgs.) He In-
‘structed Charles Goslee, foreman
‘of the grand jury, to invite the
Lthree young women to appear before
thut body. No date has been: fixed
or the jury to convene, -,whw,_‘

Judge Witt, Mayor Leo P. Mc-
Laughlin of Hot Springs, other of-
ﬂclals-mdfoperntou of several al
Pleged gambling ‘establishments
_peared before the legisuﬁve group

JA-. N

ek ..*
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B T [ MEASURE o=t Ty
It es me that the House should | “5 seems that [free government
do Bomething ore way or the Gélre™Teady has censed! to exist in Garl
- f immediately about the horse racing | county and les of horse Y
bill. T have conferred 'lthllringsoonwmrudumtmtoothu
Campbell and Mr. Maner, the Gar- | counties.”
land county representatives, and | Thompeon, chairmar of the nouie
SURPHISE MOVE they agree with me that 1mmedlate committee investigating law en-
The House agreed to blve four fisaid that the books of eight Hot
speakers on each side.” Springs gambling houses showed s
““The only issue involved ; wheth- |Iprofit of $332,000 last year. -l
Campbell and Maner | e or not you are willing to pros- [{ “Operation of crooked' gambl!ng
titute the good name of Arkansas ||machines is taking money away

‘
and businesses belng ruined. F Thompson of|[Independerce ¢
action is necessary.” forcement conditions at Hot Springs
Agree to Prompt for the dollars ‘that-tiis state 'win |{from Hot Springs visitors,” he said |

- through lized ling,” |} “Three-fourths of the dice taken in].

P Actlon get lega gamb 'recent raids on Hot Springs gamb-1
Butt sald. ung houses were crooked.”

! “Is the amount of money that we | “T guess after this legislature ad-{-

get worth the bad reputation and | .
DEBATE IS BRIEF ' bad_publicity and defsmatory re- | i go o Hot Epcinger o 1 e !
marks we get through the racirg? | i _ Closing against the bill, Ma.ner of |
By legalizing gambling we have low- [ Garland, said: .

' i ed the moral tone of the state.” “Horse racing is about all we've
: HOt Sprn:lgs F]ayed erspeakeml:r mlnste the b:‘u. Craw- [ got left 01021:1"8 the hot water and ‘
by Chairman of | rord of Mississippt, sata: | ye'd ke to keep the races.  The
“No law is stronger than the sen- come pricgs
Probe Body 7 timent of the people back of it. | | Want some diversion.

Legalizing of racing by the 1935 leg- ygmﬁgmgeuymm

islature was a commendable act, pens: races
tht]e Rock, Feb. 8.- (AP) I'd Jove for some of these Kentlm'%e.%:oughtm b.zkh eto
The House dgfeated late | to tell us what moral loss we have J
today the bill by Butt of ;““mdth%l;w legalized racipg| - B R
Carroll to repeal the 1935 | durirg the 0 years®
Py . )
act legalizing horse racing. bu? Z‘:,ndtf.ffm e. speaking for the
The vote was 80 t0 64. . { w1 gon't see how we can eonsist-
The House suspended its rules 10 | ently warn against gambling in our:
bring up the bill for final action. fschools and churches and then leg-'
“The Hot Springs newspapers ad--st17€ it in the high places. "'ﬂx\
the Garland county representatives | times it's the little fellow with &
& 3

ir.

-

report that people are moving out | gtarving family who gambles
ofnot?pmtlzyth;l&lhr}dre&b; h!smoneyonhorser::es g
cause O es O legisla- to b { AP
fure Butt SaId a . v r e, J posed to any form of za.mbnng .
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Blaylock.
!Cbmmenfls \

——————

. Endorsment of the House investiga-
?tbno!reportzdhwwssmmcn-
" land county and the Eighteenth Judi-
i emcu'cmtmconuinedmt.ermun
. delivered by the Rev. Arden P. Blay-
* Jock, pastor of the First Baptist church,

DATE: £l /732

! qwelfth and Louisiana strects, last
¥ night. ‘ )

i The Rev. Mr. Blaylock sald that
i Arkansas is not proud of anything “Hot
: Springs has except its famous springs.”
‘ and that he was not in favor of gam-
i bling interests «controlling sny part
‘ of the state” - :

! The pastor endorsed the Vesey bill
*to repeal the liquor act, saying that
: “peturns from ‘the Thorn liquor law
* have justified {ntroduction of the Vesey
bill.” People should have an opportun-
ity to vote on the prohibition question
_without having to initiate legislation,
- he said,

A revival scheduled to begin this
' morning st the cburch with the Rev.
i Herman Appleman of Fort ‘Worth, Tex.,
conducting services, will begin at 7:30
R . L tonight, the Rev. Mr. Blaylock an-

nounced. The Mi epplemnn will
arrive from Muskogee, . this ntta-i
noon. i - e . .

t
'
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- House of Representatives
. ~ | sole power of impeac
* -, impeachments must be tried
/. :.ate, with the chief fustice
- .. _preme Court presiding. It

-

Bprings, Ark., Peb. § (P).
Judge Ear] .Witt announced indefinits
postponement tonight of the trial of ”’ﬂ
en former Hot Springs policemen R L3
cuséd of murder in the Christmas Eve
death of John Dickson, city jall prisoner,’
mm'erenchequbdtormnq_
| with Circuit Judge A. P. Steel,
presiding at invitation of Judge Wit ¢ - ¢
The court said the postponement was s}’
request of relatives of Dickson apd theit

=% origtapted in 1017 R is generally accepted in Arkaniag
, irf_n_aauun,mvg en cir that so far as the future that

: foreseen i3 concerned Hot
ttorney| ment charges are brought refusss to LT Pt o8
== . on s ¥¥aige of lmllml Tduét ln’ appear or to answer the charges, the | t0 have horse racing. © 5. " % L

re
:nﬁ"'_

preine Totirt for & writ of prohibition
revent Judge Wood from proceeding

the removal order. ! -
:I;Ql’téhe;nmpr:mecmm granted the writ,
¢ i aading that an, aet of; 1877 attempting

2k ;8 oF remove sirtali officlals was uncon- " Am
© T “siltutional, that a prosecuting -the . emoralizing, -. . - S i e
i & state officer and that the only way [Pulnski Circult' Court. @ © & »" e revenue received by the sta
$o remove such officer from office 1 by | . The. power of. impeschment does pot Wworth what # costs®.
_impeachment. - - ¢ i lextend:to mayors and other munf st Co8is. "o

ONE, - 2GR




e i

E“ﬁ[’wmnus
1O TESTIFY N

E PRUBE TUNIBHT

;Investlgatlon Near
Its Close.

=
<

After hﬂm -nother group o wit-

Desses last night the House committee,
 investigating charges of terrorism and
" lawlessness in the Eighteenth .Judicial

Circuit in general, annocunced they

-
T
-

e

LITTiE ROCK, ARKANSAS, S

DAT'ES =1/~ o

Ooo udtheeommimhomm“umbnuw
identottheChunbero!

cesevenlymuolndservedon
the Gund Jury in Hot Spﬂnu last

R:{!ou own an inwut ln Belvedeu?"
asked John. R. Thompeon, commitxze
attorney.

enality,”
mayor [Leo P, Meuushnn]
'up some, he would be very popular. ln-

“ldon’timowwhcthertdoormt" deed.” . ;
sald Cooper. “Mr. Jacobs i6 ope of my Amﬂdnzth-&aomeo!mdnh:
best friends—I once did him s favor— ::: (:_1' asset : ‘m__ '_. : hind P

and I have been getting a check from
himoneecyeuinutum!orthn

{1113
EE
g
:
’
i
X

favor.  the e of PAcs U 18 . ey
He said he had loaned Jacobs “a few | 48, Where :o’;,";”ph o boys &6 come’

hundred dollars years ago when he came outtﬁere and gamble.” The place js run|

toﬂothﬂnnmdh'bdtogolntotho fairly and caters to & class that has|

motion picture business.” = - - - money snd wants to take & mutblt
'?owfdi:'ttellt;:um::l’y the first ?ﬁ‘“u‘"”m'mmm o3
‘“T cou! su

was for about six or seven hundred. ‘h'éme, who told the commiittes - be;

and then there were bigger .ones. lﬂ}

had lived in Hot Springs for 60 ye
'.“Wenyouondihecn&mm and that he was a former superinten-
“Y about mon ago.” .
-"Ax?'ayouumhavo;uperwnt e president of the Arkansas N
interest in Belvedere and Southern t.her'g N2C 8
Club?” asked Committee Chairman Wil- dation” of employes ln his
fam M. Thompson.
- I have no interest in aouthem Club.
The interest in Belvedere was about

three per cent 1 believe.”

v asthereevertny inummuonor
ycott?” he was asked.

was an instance three years
go after the mayor'’s election, whlch

hoped to close their investigation with

snother bearing tonight. Circuit Judgel

Earl Witt of Hot Springs, whose con-
_ ductnajmistundprivntedﬂunhu
. Vbeen ‘under Invat!gation, was expected
_tobelmonctbewltnmto:ppar
: The committee had no statement to
make hst night after the meeting at
: which- s’ n-oup of -14 busfness men of
" Norman' and Mt. Ida, Montgomery
county, through a spokesman told of
the esteem which Judge Witt enjoyed
in their county. No Little Rock police
‘were on hand last night as was the
¢ase Monday when s group of Hot
sprlnu buslneu men appened to be

Recent Gnnd Juror Tells
Of Checks From Jacobs. )~

LD, Oooper one-tlme pusldent of
* the Hot 8prings Chamber of Commerce
. and 8 member of the Garland county
_Grand Jury last yesr, told the commit-
fee that he had been receiving annual
dividend checks from W. 8. Jacobs,
.principal owner of Club Belveders “tor
the last three or four years.” = -
!“ Se;entydour years old, Oooper
ouse group, inquiring in
g-dbmkdownmnotspnnu !lwen-
forcement, that he could not attempt!
to give exact dates and figures, due u:{

¢

- his age and bad hearing. -

. Previous witnesses before tbe com
ttee had referred to the owner of a!
'interest in Club Belvedere and its!

ted Southern Club, fashionable;
- bl!nc resorts, but he denied having
! a%y interest in Southern Club. He sald

ht was fn .the grocery and prod

3 7

A R € AT L A S A SRS LS e A A B st i o
. .
s «1{#-

t.bégrd" yo}l_ k:gow thcre s nmbnnc enen;ud nhgood ':dul‘of hut.’ A pum-
' . T Of vo or me for ms
“Everyone knew of the gambling.” that  election althoush 1 was ot &
“If Jacobs’ records should show you ', ngidate, After the election, s man
had a dividend of $1,500 from Belvedm came into one of my stores Ind made
and $1,875 from Southern Club in 1836, qu“e a purchase, about $10 or $13
would that be correct.” - orth, Three or four men -saw him
“No, they. would be wrong, beelﬂl!ti. there and rushed in, telling him to
did not have any eonnecﬁon with “cut that out—this firm is against the
Southern Club.” . administration.” He turned in the pur-
“Did the Grand ' Jury lnvest.lntncham. When he Wenttonnothunt
gambling while you were on 1#?” ~  our stores, he was warned again.

“No, it wasn't brought up. We just “I don’t believe the mayor hac t.ny
passed on the cases that wexe brought connection with that occurrence. It
before us.” wasnjun some of h!a over-zealous follow- * :

“Did you have any inst.mctlom {rom ers.” -
%&J%?;glhﬂudbmmx:nu‘:& ‘Witt, he said: “I never saw him drunk.”. l
cazes laid before you?™ Representative James R, Campbell of .

T e e vt oy i, Sk et W 2 n

“ quest; ng udge
mm;e you,.:rved on t.he Gnnd Jury eputation for heavy drinking.”

3 .?f beuu‘e‘;? or - ) “Good gracious, no!™ said the witness.

“Jg there a reign of terror in Hot
- “Did the circult judge mstruct you 10 " -
'investigate any election violationg?®  [Prings?” asked the committee attor

v X can’t remember.’ | “Some feél there has been too much1
+  “can you "m".?"“'. f"”‘m"‘ he . titude if they try to oppose things |
charged you with?” -~ ey may be persecuted.” i

“I don't think so. I am T4 yem old “Do you feel you might be hurt if |

‘and you will have o excuse me from uld out that
sttempting to answer all questlon: ex-.t p':;“in"p’:tg" with‘othu m"mz“

Be dmrlbed himself s a .-
friend of Judge Witt,” and in answer 10 ,
a committee question said: “I never saw | ‘
him intoxicated. I never hen-d anyon-

ny that lborut him” ;;'_4; ; g

T it v pea

May Have Been Too Muc]i =
L'berahty, Says Eisele. ~.,~33~ S -
f “Martt E." Eisele, 83-year-old Hok'
Feprings drug store operator, told ths,
mittee he believed that “Hot Spr
m&mtbeVNueqtmmung_ pa

In answer to a question about Judge




% Judge Witt Wamed Of
tleman’s Agreement.’

il

ed with the mayor about a location
hit “shop” and was told him he
could open on Malvern avenue, but
other officials objected. He said he was
told that “Judge Witt said there was

gambling ' establishment on . that ave-
aue.” .

“8o T opened on Broadway,” he said.
*T paid Jacobs $75 s week for the rac-
ing news service. .

Vernon said the wire and office help
cost Jacobs $325 a week and that Jacobs
collected $75 each week from nine book-
makers. .

' *The three operated by Jacobs him-
self did not have to pay,” he said. “That
Jeft the nine of us paying $675. I was
told that the difference between what
Jacobs collected and paid went to cer-
tain politiclans.” )

Vernon also said he and the eight
_others were called to headquarters every
‘two weeks and were given names by
officers. When these names were called
in open court to answer charges of
_gambling, they pleaded guilly and each
paid a “fine” $100. When he went
into the bus 5, Vernon said, he was
told that he would have to go through
such procedure. He did not know what
politicians, if agy, were pald by Jacobs.

Says Judge and Prosecutor
Outlined Investigations. -

~ C. B. Lovell 8r,, druggist, chairman
of the Bailey for Governor club at Hot
Springs last summer, testified that while
he was & member of the Grand Jury,
it never investigated anything that was
not brought to its sttention by Judge
Witt for Houston ' Emory, former pro-
secuting attorney. He also sald it was
generally talked in the city that Judge
Witt “used liquor extensively.” )

Jacobs Revealed As
Financing ‘Boosting.’

Walter Ebel, newspaperman told the
committee that he received $25 weekly
from W. 8. Jacobs for boosting Hot
8prings. Ebel said he had proposed &
_publicity campaign to the Chamber of
" Commerce several years ago and while

“that body had his suggestion under
" consideration, Jacobs, hearing about it,
munmlsed thathe would :ssume the debt

. Ebel described Jacobs as
“deeply interested” in the welfare of
Hot Bprings. He denied having any
other business dealings with him.

of the Second Ward box, Ebel
phatic in his denial. . - .

“The mayor never asked me to do
anything unlawful in connection with
any.election, nor do anything else dis-
honorable,” said the witness. *I

was em-

he’s smart & man and has better
:’e‘ 't'.hln to ukanymlng ike that
¢t gull sald that Judge Witt 8
X rd, nor had he ever seen’, the

Flin e

‘| Refuses to Give :fe—;ﬁmoni -
“&. Vermon, bookmaker, faid be ] '

& gentleman's agreement against any |

. excused. )

ukedhimhst:ummer;t:takechargu

{

iitold of intimate friendship with ¥gdge:

L

 Before Reporters. - -
The next witness, Miss Gladys Wil
and informed the committee she wou
not testify before reporters. After takhj
ing the oath she jdentified herself,
'of having published Public Opinion,

{* “Judge Witt h:& no K =
rplans.ig come ore you ~
Pinkerton nld.w"::ytﬂ we passed *I:nb.

son stopped as sghe entered the mmpeo

8

has included in his charge the
ment of all laws., ’

o4 poptissonewapaper until it suspend
Y oWe wot e og e eing
b.gil::'"then sgaln refused to testit
airnan Jobison sked for & easn
continie Ting B = ™
thewf'?t‘:ess that should mnﬁom

fyre the Senate for a hearing, r
mj:nny then_would become public
i \

prdperty. He declared the commit
should hold her in contempt.

It then was decided to excuse her {
the time being and decide in executive
session to decide further action. Robin-
son withdrew his motion.

After all witnesses had been heard,
Miss Wilson was admitted to the cham-
bers to testify before the committee
alone. The nature of her testimony was
not made public.

City Committee Secretary
Produces Minutes.

L. V. Freeman, lumberman, secretary
of the City Democratic Committee gave
the committee coples of his minutes of
various meetings held in connection
with the August primary. The records
also contained the names of the judges
and clerks.

Judge Witt Endorsed By
Montgomery County Citizens.

A written statement given to the Ga-
zette by a member of the committee
follow: . -,
The undersigned citizens of and of-
ficers of Montgomery county came to
Little Rock today for the purpose of
appearing before the Investigating Com-
mittee in behalf of Circuit Judge Witt.
We have known Judge Witt since boy=
hood; have observed his conduct 8s &,
judge on the bench and feel that as
his home folks we are qualified to-
spesk for him. He is a native son of
Montgomery county and enjoys the con-
fidence and esteem of our people. There
is no question as to his fitness, charac-
ter or ability and we trust that he will
reéeive that consideration from ‘the
legislature that is justly due him. A |
(Signed)

J. B. Hughes, J. L. Pinkerton, J. H.-
Shaw, Jeff Carpenter and P. G. war-
neke, brother of Lon Warneke, all of
Norman; County Judge Frank Hale,
Sheriff Mathias Glaze, Deputy Sheriff
John Johnson, J. H. Alley, merchant,
Attorney Leo Radford, Attorngy John
Freeman, County Treasurer Joe
 son, Everett Bims, merchant and Tom
O’Neal, garage operator. = - \
} Lon Warneke, the baseball pitcher ac- |

4

Freeman said that he did not know
that gambling existed in Hot Springs.

“I never went around those places.
I've always been too busy with my
to run around,” he said.

He had served on the Grand Jury, he
said. but could not recall whether Judge
Witt ever had asked for an investiga-
tion into alleged gambling and lawless-

ness. , .

O. D. Taylor, 63, of Jack Mountain,
13 miles southeast of Hot Springs began
telling the committee of incidents in
Garland and Hot Spring county as wel
as in Bt. Louis, Mo., which the com-
mittee held had no connectjon with the
fnvestigation. Taylor said he apparently
had been misinformed as to what was
| being investigated, so after leaving sev-
|eral records with the commitiee, was

’ Deny n‘t Judge Witt nve s, VTN
.,EV",BeComes"Drmk; R
. J. i;. Plnkm’ ..-hd 3. e

lumbermen of Norman, were sjgkesman
, for the Montgomery county gro!

''Witt for & number of years and del
ever “got drunk.” Both said he had

companied the group to Little Rock and |
lremained in an ant.e-roo:nt!or a short
time, but was not presen whga.‘he

. delegation was admitted. °

!

|
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en suffering with a throat ailment :

had resulted in bis going to & ho
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DATE: £—/3-30

wEesr Wt TTE wh-mﬁ.,—— N

neeommendnt.lonl “to be mdn by iho
| eommitm that investigated chn'gel of
| terrorism’ " and lawlessness h Hot
. Spﬂnu ‘with special reurana to_ the
. conduct of Earl  Witt, _judge - of -the
-: !lzhteent.h Judicial ctmm. wm not be
‘| revealea until the report 'ts ‘filed with.
. theHouu.ltwumdMsmkum
.|for the committee last night.. Tt was
“|said that”any ‘attempts to predict the
nature of the eommittee'l nport 'ould
be mere zuenwork. ST
| 7 The committee completed hetrlnc tel-
timony ‘at Thursday night's: uuwn.
Thmo“.heﬂvemembeumetmh
office of John R. Thompaon, eommittee
attorney, in the Wallace bullding last
night. It was said thlt the meeting was
beld 1« t.be purpose of review!m the i
large unount of test.lmmy reoetnd. In- -
cluding that given at closed “sessions. | -
Present were Chairman W. M. Nichols
of Independence county, L T.  ("Tke™
‘Murry of Dslias county and Junu Fred
-Jonu of Montgomery ‘oounty.’ I.ce
N!.chols of Logan county, commi
retlry d Pat Robinson of
county Jjvere not present. - ¢
The fommitlee spokesmnn
every rpossible effort will be”
have report zudy to pxeaent to the
Houge_ngxtyoek. ,f- [

4]
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