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v Hot Springs, Arkaneas
- - J‘nmy 11, 19570

4 There are attached hereto the logs'rcr January 4,1!“7 covering the 3
taps on telaphones listed to the Chief of Police, City Jailor, and hayor'l :
cffice, all lecated in the City Hall et Hot prxngs, Arknneaa._ ' :

f\t

Tele hone number 27‘1 ia the unpnhlished nu-ber of the Southern Club.

llot.e ..he cma recorded -1-. 2.24 P.l. -~ 6:17 r.u.-a 6122 P !.'.~ L:>>¢
They show that "Tutch® skers has consideratle influence with Chsncellor Sam
¥. Carratt of the local Chancei{ Court., I wonder if thia Hisa COnnera is
Lou COnnere)one of thc sub ecte the Xanmo Oaae. * S

. )

It appeare that the calla recorded at 2:45 P.!. and 4306 P. H. are re-.
lated tc each other. 1I%, howaver, is nct known Ihat,the subject of their con-~
versation wes about. o e ] ERNR L :

~

The follo 1ng conversation indicates a "fix1ng“ of the Grand Jury
probing the John Dicson case,
4:56 P.K, (1/%/46) Incnming on i125 »f»-i*'j'*fi;}j:”" J.LM.,
Ledgerwoodz Is Duteh thero-i- SR S

& s )‘,

Akers oy Hello-— f;f'

‘Ledgerwoods  This 15 Verne - do you know he two colored fellots .
e who are on that Jury one's name i Ptge. '

Akers 3 Yes ~“

Ledgerndedx‘ 1 wish you would contact them and tell them I want to see
Cm e ‘thvm in ’:unt of the rlty Lall at 8:*0 1n Jhe morning.,
“'b

s . R - AT

. (n . ) A‘!:erB : ' 0. Kc J’Ldéﬂo 2

';L g Fotex T . local ne-spapers disclosed that win Page and E. I.
h;j#- 5.2 : Puckcet 2me the two colorod uen on the Garlanu County

forth thé above convereation, and the 1nveetigation sub
. relative thorefo. ‘

JAN 12 1937

U, § BEFASTMENT OEﬁU_F:LC-!—"
e ®ILE
RbU‘l'a TP

,...«rﬂ""'—'
—

_,,.-—-—..

-‘»‘




Referencc is rede t. that call xmisx recorded &t 7312 P.Y. betwesn

Officer Curly Evans and Jimmie Phillips, ' The latter individual is an em-

" 7loyee at the Bouthern Ciud, and the log shows that Curly Fvans worked at .

.77 "tho Southern Club on New Year!s Eve, Phillipa was probably referring to - =
" Evan's compensation for working tha: nlght vhen he said, " I'll leave it

. An &n snve&ope up 1n front for you, nnd yon can got It .here. ' .

- . . 'A . !‘ - .
. Reference 18 rede to tuat call Fo ,ordod av 7358 p.n betwoen Dfiicer S

Jerry Watkins and Otis. The latter individual indo.btedly is Otis ¥cCraw

who 1: auployed as uome kind of a personnel nanager at thu Belvodero 01uh.

: !ote that convoraation at £l~1 A.!. over the Hayor'- tolephone botwacn
Mayor McLaughlin and County Judge Elsa Housley. It indicates (wmaybe) the
Mayor's stand on this Dickson caue, nnd Jndge Bousloy's reaction cun!arning
1to ‘_. _‘ T ’:' o / 7‘1.”*»"-"5':' T ~-‘-:.; RO - ‘:'.A‘.I*E"”:' i

.—-(‘.

In eiplanation to zh s cnll_nt 10:05 A.!.‘bétﬁeen Hayor !cLaughlin and

. ¥r, Jack Holt, the present State Attorney Genersl, please be advised ihat the
newspapers have it .hat Dr, M. C. Fvans of Hot Springs, an unsuccoszful cendi-
- date for the scnatorial nomination in the Thirty-first district filed a peti-
tion with Lt, Governor-elect Robert Beiley, challenging the right of Scnator
Falter Theatley of Hot Springs tc a geat in ithe Scnate cn the groundes that he
once was convicted of viola.ing the state prohibition laws, Tt would & pear
that the Keyor made the above call for ¥alter Wicatle; to ascertain the stti-
tude eof Attorney Ceneral Holt in this natter., and alao t: teke the opportuni-
_ ty 2 put in 2 good ward for Wheatloy.,,_; - . O _ _
S ﬂ' R *ha' telephone call at 11;47 A.k. bstween Judge Ledgerwood and layor
L " KcLaughlin undoubtedly refers tc ihe cfficer: imiiekmi:euspandmsxanxyriieizmis
c T daodeexdon i terxkmamiehnx Bxsksxnxensuy  who were susp nded by the Kayor or

" . vhe @ e?pected b be 1 :dicted in cennection with the John Dickscn metter,

e owmERe T SRR

 Respectfully subritted,

. Joln Le Vadala,
Sp clal Agent.{fj




NEW ERA,

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS,
JANUARY 4TH, 1937,

'Tfr—-—rh*——— -r_*,_,,. S

tt CalIs for Thorbughi

Garland county'u grand
:]ury ‘began an extensive in-.
{vestigation this morning into
|the ill-timed death of John
Dickson, 82-year-old city
jail prisoner whose death,:
his parents charge, resulted
from mistreatment by mem-
bers of the local pohce de-
|partment. -

{ More than 20 witnesses
were scheduled to be exam-
ined, an authoritative source
revealed this morning, and
|nearly half that many were
questloned durmg the morn-
mg’ sessmn.. Lol '
The jury a,djoumed at 1 oclock
this afternoon and will not meet [.
agein untll 9 oclock tomorrow |
moming‘. T :;
A large crowd of curious gathered :
about the court house, attracted by
both the grand jury meeting and
the meeting in the county court-
room of the Garland county Quo-
In issuing his chuge to the gra.nd 3
jurors, Circuit Judge Earl Witt call-
ed attention to the reports of mis-
| treatment of Dickson and declar-¢
| ed: “These reports, if true, disclose:
an abusive treatment of this pris-
oner that not only deserves, but de-
| meands, your immediate full a.nd fatr
investigat.lon. DR
‘In addition to the Dickson M‘o

Mrs. Mary -Cleo Grover, bm'neﬂj
deathreeentlyushohy!nbed
Brocpect avenue

e

W TR




Judge Wit ‘inaicatsd ehgt séveral,
er cases would also g‘g’bsgtedf

Storial (NS EA
'XW0 ‘days befare the grand jury
‘completes its probe, .~ - <
Judgem Witt perso: mmm mdw’ t!:xk
especially Prepared e e
Brand jurors {n which' he empha-
sized the fact that “no officer has
the right to abuse or mistreat o
Prisoner while in his -custody.” He
 added that such Misconduct is not
only a violation of the law, but aisq
® vlio]auon of the sense of human.
3 u PO s

b{
Purpose of invesﬂgatmg the cause

has been given to the interested
parties with the request they pro-
vide you with such informatajon
they have ag might be helpful to
you. You will have no difficulty
in ascertaining the nature and ex-
tent of those injuries. You should!
then endeavor to determine the
.cause of such Injuries; whether they
were inflicted upon him by an of-
ficers who had him in custody. And
you should further determine
whether such injuries caused his
death or contributed to it, .
‘No officer has the’ right to
sabuse or mistreat & prisoner while
in his custody. Such misconduet s
not only a violation of the law, but
it is as well a violation of that sense
of humanity itself, possessed by ev-
ery fair-minded citizen. It is the
_duty of an officer to provide pro-‘{
[ tection f brisoner in his cys-

law will do all within his

shield him from violence.
- %38 principle and this law ds
-Wf that prisoner who himself§ at
e other time, may have assaulted
the officer and inflicted upon him
:serious” bodily injuries. ' You wil
Hind the case for your invest'gation
| at this time attended with such cir--
cumstances. Prior to the time of
his arrest, ejther this prisoner or
: Some of his confederetes made s
: violent assanit upon the Chief of
Police of Hot Springs, who with
4 other officers, was attempting to .
; pprehend him, But this act, 1

ces,
. continued, bring the offending of-
Mcers into disrepute and render
p tltuaeir testimony of no value to the

state. - .
.. “If you find from your investiga-
!'tion that bodily injuries were' in-
flicted upon this prisoner by of-
. fices who had him in custody, and
“ that these injuries caused or contri-
buted to his death, then you should
é charge such officers with the crime

of murder or manslaughter, ac-

cording as the - circumstances may

convince you of the degree of guilt
o Of such parties: S

-~ “Reports in connection with this
ij case Indicate -the prisoner was suf-
; fering with pneumonig and that his
/| death may have been the result of
!| this disease. Even though you may
;. believe that the officers or some of
. them inflicted bodily injuries upon
{ the prisoner, yet if you find that
; such injuries did not cause his death

the death of the Prisoner would not
have occurred at the time it did
except for the injuries at the
'hands of the officers, then such in-
b Juries would be considered a con-
| tributing cause of his death, - But if
L'ybu find that his death would have
4 time it did regard-
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