. are v Burenmu of Infrestigation s,
Bepartment of Yustice
1900 Bankers Building
Chicago Illinois
VIA ATR MAIL Fobruary 13, 1954
“* pirector
Division of Investigation
U.S.Department of Justice
Weshington, D.C. HE: UNENOWN SUBJECTS
EDWARD G BREMER,Victim
Kidnaping
Deear Sir:

This will advise you that on Pebruary ll, 1934, this office
received & telephone call from Mr. Bruce Nethan, Assistant Special
Agent in Charge, New York City, informing that & flash light used in ;
the Bremer kidneping case had been recovered, which bore the trade -
mark - "Light Master Pocket Lantern", and that Sears Roebuck & Company
are the exclusive distributors of this lemp. He also informed that a
red lens was used in the lamp in question, and that it bore the trade
mark - "Filmolensa". Mr. Nathan requested that an effort be made to
ascertain whether or not anyone recently purchased one of these lamps
fran Sears Roebuck & Campeny, also whetber or not the red lens was
purchesed with it, the identification of the person purchasing same
and all other details regarding the manufacturer, distributor, etec.
He stated that the Sears Roebuck stores in the following States should
be checked for pertinent information in this respect:

Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dekota, South Dekota, Iowa,
Illinois, Indiene and Michigen.

You are adyised that on Februery 12, 1834, this office
received a telephéne cell fram Mr. Coffey &t the Division who informed
that three othex{signal lights were used in the Bremer case, making
a totel of four lights; that the three other lights were flash lights
about 9-1/2" long, containing the following words printed on the butt
end of the flash light. "A Merit Product". He also informed that
all four flash lights were equipped with red lens kmown as "Filmolens"
as indicated above. Mr. Coffey requested that in view of the fact
that Sears Roebuck is the exclusive distributor of the pocket lantern
noted above, inquiry should be made to ascertain whether Sears Roebuck
are also the exclusive producers of the flash light known as
*A Merit Product", and that if this was ascertained effort should be

made to dotemino where these flash lights have been sold recently, - -
R . - 1-576 _-351,,.“.:
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and that all Sears Roebuck & Campany dealers should be contacted
relative to the sale of these flash lights.

He also requested that this office set out leads for all
Sears Roebuck dealers in the following States:

North Dekota, South Dakota, Iowa, Michigan, Wisoonsin,
Illinois, Indisne and Minnesota

and that each dealer should be contacted to ascertain whether he can
recall the sale of four flash lights, and all the circumstances
surrounding the sdl e including the identity of the purchasers.

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated Pedruary
11, 1934, in which you enclosed 7 photographs of the four lights
used in the Bremer cese, and in which you requested an expeditious
canvassing of the dealers in these products in this district with a
view to locating where the lights were bought. Special Agents,
J.J.Metcalfe and R.A.Knittle of the Chicago office made inquiries
at Sears Roebuck & Company, Chicago, Illinois. Mr. C.J.¥Westriéh, and
¥r. N.W.Leuck, in charge of buying flashlights and other electrical
appliances, advised Sears Roebuck & Campany have never handled flash
lights or lanterns known as "A Merit Product", and ths only artiele
bearing a similar trade name handled by this campany is a dattery
which is known as the Merit battery which is manufactured by the
United States Klectric Meanufacturing Campeny of New York City amd
Chicago. These gentlemen advised that possibly the seme menufacturers
make the flash lights, but that in any event the flash light itself
is not and never has been handled by Sears Roebuck & Compeny.

With reference to the Light Master pocket lantern, they
stated that this product is handled exclusively by Sears Rosbuck
end Cotpany, and they furnished a copy of the Sears Electrical
Appliances catalog issued for the spring and summer of 1934, on page
604 of which appeers en advertisement for this type of lantern,
designated as item No. 20E1781, which is considered a large size
500' beam, uses 20E1401 standard cells, shipping weight 2 1lb. 6 oz.,
price 89¢. The letter from the New York office dated February 12, 1934
indicates thet this commodity was carried in the Sears Roebuck catalog
since May, 1933, under No. 20D1781. It is believed that the items
themselves are identicel, but that the New York letter has reference
to an 0ld item No. in use before item No. 20E1781 was adopted.
On the same page of the above catalog, also appears a Light Master

'
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"Senior" lantern, which is designated as 20E1782. These type of
lanterns were inspected by said Agents in the retall store of Sears
Roebuck & Campany, and it was also learned from Mr. Leuck, Mr. Westriech
and the men in charge of the retail atore that these types of lanterns
have not been equipped with any colored lens within the past two years.
Prior to that time they were equipped with a special red, green and
white lens to be used for signal purposes, especially by Boy Scouts.
The lantern that is being socld at this time is red in color and has a
whi te lens. The old style lantern thich was sold more than two years
ago was green in color and had a white lens, except when the wvarious
colored appliances were installed.

The man in cherge of the retail store said he s0ld & few of
these lanterns recently and had made a number of sales during the
Christmes Holidays, however, that his sales were cash sales made over
the counter, and he could not recall any particular individual wsho
purchased one of these lanterns. He also sdvised that he did not
recell any request having been made for a colored lens to be installed
in one of these lanterns, nor any conversation on the part of a
customer which would indicate & desire on the part of a ecustamer to
have a different lens instelled in the lentern.

The lantern and flash light products now being handled by
Sears Roebuck & Compeny are the Light Mester lantern, and the
Shurlite and Chellenge flesh lights. The manufacturer of the
Light Master pocket lantern is the Niagara Search Light Company of
Niagara Falls, New York.

¥With reference to pocket lenterns it was learned that Sears
Roebuck and Compesny distribute these products only to their own
retail stores, through which such products are sold to the pubdblie.
Regarding the sale of flash lights and lanterns, it was learned
that a very large amount of the business trensacted by Sears Roedbuck
& Campeny is done by meil orders, and in this respect it was further
learned thet no record is kept of the mail order received. These
meil orders are handled in the nature of cesh sales, the orders being
returned to the customers at the time the goods are shipped. It is
the policy of Sears Roebuck & Campany to eonsider the customers as
being alweys in the right, so that if any dispute arises as to
quantity or quality of merchandise shipped, edjustment is made to
the satisfection of the customer. It was explained that it would
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TheHKist oql tores includes all of the retail stores of
Sears, Roebuck and ‘Campany in the specified territory, including
the A, B and C Stores, all of which handle flashlights:

The liat is as follows:

Store Address Store Menager
NORTH DAKOTA
SOUTH DAXKOTA
Aberdeen 112 South Mein St. Mr.M.L.Chempine
Sioux Falls 210 N.Phillips Ave. Mr. F.C.Arndt
' IOWA
Burlington 819 Jefferson St. Mr.F.J.Easley
Cedar Rapids 313 Third Ave.Bast Mr. W.H.Schaffer
Jowe City 111 E. College Street Mr. V.J.Fenstermaker
Oskaloosa 101 S. Market Street Mr.E.J.Koblas
Ottumwa . 121 East Main Street Mr.A.R.Cox
Sioux City 306 Pierce Street Mr,J.C.Jensen
Council Bluffs 28 Main Street Mr. J.W.Miner
DesNMoines 412 ¥Walnut Street Mr.E.R.Shapiro
Deavenport 114 East Second St. Mr. J.E.Leahigh
MICHYGAN
Flint 708 Root Street Mr. C.Ray
Grand Repids 110 Pearl Street Mr. H.L.Kirchner
Pontiac 150 N. Saginaw St. Mr. D.D.Landon
Bay City 709 Weshington Ave. Mr. E.T.Palmer
p— Jackson 287 W. Michigean Ave. Mr. A H.Holschmeker
FEREER | Lansing 300 E. Michigan Ave. Mr. E.A.Tellberg
s P < Port Huron 923 Military Street Mr. H.S.Warner



iy Ty - - o —

Store
MICHIGAN

Saginew
A1l Detroit Stores
(2 A stores and)

Battle Creek
Benton Herbor
Kalamazoo
Muskegon

W1 SCONSIN

Milwaukee
Milweaukee
Waukeshea
West Allis
Fond du lac
Green Bay
Janesville
Kenosha
LaCrosse
Madison
Oshkosh
Recine
¥ausau

TLLINOIS

Chicago

10750 Grand River Ave.

Address Store Manager
107 E. Genesse St. ¥r. E.M.Jenkins

Mr. J.A.McCaffrey

(6 C stores) - see ¥Mr. McCaffrey for all stores

107 W. Michigan St. Mr. E.N.Kalthoff
197 Michigen Street Mr. E.J.Riley

161 E. Nichigan Ave. Mr. F.A.Carlton
338 W. Vestern Ave, Mr, W.E.Montgomery

North Ave. & Fond du Lac Mr. R.H.Davie
1337 Forest Hame Ave. Mr. RH.Davie

280 W. Nain Street Mr. RoJoGoldmer
7225 Greenfield Ave. Mr. J.F.lantz

26 S. Main Street Mr. E.K.Alexander
402 Main Street Mr. A.D.Corson

18 S. River Street Mr. C.M.Bowen
5502 Sixth Avenue Mr. J.R.Bonnett
207 S. Fifth Street Mr. E.A.Underwood
311 State Street Mr. H.J Morse

20 E. Nain Street Mr. F.W.Gardner
S17 Main Street Mr. D.D.Eckman
308 Jackson Street Mr. W,Braatz

State & Van Buren

Western Ave. and 62nd Street
79th Street and Kenwood Avenue
Lawrence Avenue and Winchester
Homan Avenue and Arthington '




i Tl i, .

Store
TILLINOIS

Rloomington
Champeign
Danville
Decatur
Galesburg
Joliet
Lincoln
Moline
Peoria
Springfield
(Blue Island
(Cicero
(Des Plaines
(Downers Grove
(Evanston
See Lr. Fenticoff(Forest Park
at the State (Glen Ellyn
Street store (Eighlend Park
(Keywood
(Park Ridge
{(Winnetka

Belleville
East St. Louis
Elgin
Kankekee
Quincy
Rockford
Sterling
Waukegean
Aurora

INDIAKA

South Bend

¢ Anderson
Evansville

o7
— Address

312 N. Center St.
43 Main Street
31 N. Hazel Street

250 E. Williems St.

467 E. Main Street

213 N. Ottawa Street

529 Puleski Street
1620 Fifth Avenue

321 S. Adeams Street

621 E. Adams Street

12733 S. Western Ave,

5953 West 22nd Street
1502 Miner Street
5147 Main Street
1029 Davis Street
7225 U. lLiedison St.
497 lain Street

554 Central Avemue
511 Lake Street

36 Main Street
580 Lincoln Avenue

100 W. kain Street

301 Collinsville

227 DuPage Street

148 Schuyler Avenue

509 Lain Street

123 Church St. North

320 Locust Street

133 S. Genessee St.
61 River Street

425 S. Michigan Ave.
1010 Lain Street
101 N. ¥W. Fourth

Store Menager

Mr. B B, Kinder
¥r. C. A. Bruggeman
M¥r. C. E. Logue
Mr, 0. F. Broyer
¥r. L. J. Darnell
Lr. G. Moffat

Mr. He Lo Bowman
Mr. V. D. Johnson
Ar. A. M. Smith
Mr. L. E. Coffman
Mr. R. 4. Maberry
¥r. J. ¥. Geffney
Mr. W. T. Gearner
¥Mr. W. J. ﬁ'lmkey
Mr. H. ¥. Brelsford
kr. K. K. Kepler
Ir. H. A. Lee
kr. ¥. J. ¥cDonough
kr. S. Rosenberg

¥r. L. G. Butterworth
¥r. L. C. Rowray

¥r. C. L. :o’em
Mr. K. E, Kartin
¥r. J. G. Massey
¥r. ¥. L. Hampton
kr. E. Eo' Day
¥r. H. A. Veach
r. A. K. Mautner
¥r. B. F. Brown
Ar. J. Postma

¥r, K. E. Barnhill
Mr, Jo J. Fansler
kr. R. B. Finnesey
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Store Address Store Manager
DDIANA "
Fort Waymne 113 ¥. Berry St. Mr. 0. H, Kemmnsrer
Lafeyette 2 North Third St. Mr. B. A. Sanche
kuncie 225 North High 8t. Mr. R. F. Bevens
Logansport 500 Broadwey Mr. E. Kendall
Terre Haute 514 Qhio Street ¥r. G. X. Thomas
Gary(see Mr. Penticoff)-813 Broadway Mr. R. Greenberg
Indieanapolis 333 North Alabama St. Mr. J. Burke
Indienapolis-Irving :
District 5656 E. Weshington X¥r., Po A, Williams
Richmond 915 Main Street . Mr. J. B. Mordock
LaPorte 425 Lincolnway ¥r. G. ¥. Horning
ldchigan City 422 Franklin Street Mr. T. E. cunningham
LTIIESOTA S
Duluth 129 E. Superior ¥r. C. J. Masters
Minneapolis-Leke St. Lake & Flliott Mr. ¥, K. Howlett
Kinneepolis-Eroadway 1201 W. Broadway ¥r. C. V., Chatterton
St. Cloud 18 S. Sixth Ave, ¥r. L. A. Regnier
Virginia 226 Chestnut Street Mr, G. Anderson
Very truly yours,
/4
W.A.SUITH, Acting ‘
KR.:FB Special Agent in Charge
7-82
¢c Kansas City
8t .Paul
Detroit
st.Louis
Cincinnati

S &
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

”~

"

- Bisision of Infestigation

|

HHC:DSS 3. 8. Bepartment of Justice
Bashington, B. €.

February 13, 1934.

KILIORANDUL. FOR THE DIRECTOK,

Lgent in Chorge Fuy called frou New York. He stated

he haed ten men working on the wallpcper cngle of the Bremer

case. He stuted thct when Agent in Chorge Horvey called

Le «gsled thet they secure tie n:iues of 11 distributors .
&na cusponmers, of vhich there are ebout 10,000. Hr. Fegy
d th=t we desired the nuwes of the munufccturers
cistrict only, so thit we can submit & semple of
wallpuper to then in the event v find it. EHr. Fay
stuted thet one of the menufacturers suggested that if
Breaer could expl:din to o« weldlpuper designer what he had

seen, the designer could arzw sketches and the;y could pick
lr. Foy wes instructed to send

out ti:e closest one to it. »
& vire to 5t. Pzul asking thet thic be dcne. He was elso
told to stop hicz .gents frou securing the nemes of the

Gistributors ¢nd puper hingers but tc secure only the nilies

of the monufecturers.

A L)

MR. cowLEy ¥
FMR. EDWARDS .
MR. BOAN .

R. MATHAN .
R. TOLSON ___
‘QI.IOO..._‘/

MR, QUINN.
MR. LESTER ___
MR. LOCKE.__
MR. RORER .____
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RE UNKNOWN SUBJECTS EDWARD ¢ BREMER VICTIM KIDNAPING . . °

'UNDERWEAR POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS MANUFACTURED BY APPALacuIAu uILLs
KNOXVILE TENN EXCLUSIVELY FOR CARSON PIEXX PIRIE AND SCOTT SHICXXX
CHICAGO WHOLESALE DEPT. UNDERWEAR IS KNOWN UNDER NECKBAND TRADE MARK
LIFE SIZE OF CARSON PIRIE AND SCOTT AND IS AN EIGHTEEN POUND SUIT
BLEACHED. OFFICIAL OF APPALACHIAN MILLS ADVISES ABOUT, ruxarv ruousaun
DOZEN SIMILAR SUITS HAVE BEEN MADE BUT THE EIGHTEEN POUND SUIT VAS MADE
IN SMALLEST QUANTITY IN THIS LOT WHICH INCLUDES ABOUT TVELVE VEIGHTS.
INFORMATION IS THAT ABOUT HALF THESE SUITS WERE HIPPIXXXX SHIPPED BY
MANUFACTURERS TO CARSON PIRIE AND SCOTT AND REMAINDER DIRECT TO
CUSTOMERS OF THAT FIRM. THIS T UNDERWEAR WAS PROBABLY DISTRIBUTED N
NORTHWEST. THE SUIT IN QUESTION IS STATED TO BE PRACTICALLY NEW AND
NEVER LAUNDERED. OPERATING NUMBER OF MANUFACTURER IS ONNXXX MOT ON .
SUIT. CHICAGO OFFICE ADVISED AND SUIT IS BEING FORVARDED THERE FOR -
USE IN FURTHER INQUIRIES. ' A }ff }«{ﬁéjf*l#; |
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y i'ashington
¢ =- . Gentlemen;p
Reading of Tne Bremer kidnaping caso.é?

VJ and olso that th{ had ¥r Bremez& iible around Siouxcity IOWA,

Pacible this would help you
\Jolen he lewed on his fathers farm

Y Inwestigate Jo
alonefor some time and he is knowen as a gambler the farm is located

neer Jeferson So Dak,ther is pacible &ther farms round ther which are

not acupyed,
This information is mer a gues,but it wont do aney harm

to investigate inorder to know sure that it is clear,
I an a father of children and hope that you will aprihand

'o
f‘c_

e

the giltyones,
€ Y if you should happen to conect this information and find
some thing to it,and if farther irformation neseserry ,trugh the papers

adveritised X L1 I will indentify my self,
The rison I am not signing my name to it,in fear é )
for I dont wont aney gangland after me, 5;
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informent, Farrdll, at shich tine he stated that ths syudals
given W hin ¢to her st

ber place waxe ingorrest.

e stated slso thit the inforamm thldlnrho-dnh.
40 g0 to sy extirece $5 help ber ia the Linddergh case, the
Brenar case, 6r any other esse on shich she wanted him $0 woek Lf
she would prouise to take sare of bhis wife mnd ehxildrem 1f any ‘
thing happened %0 him. She tald bhin she wuld be glad %0 & Whis,
had

In eonnectioa with the address he
1iving st in Chieago, she stoted thet ab :
not 1liviag at this address, shereupom he stated that the stresh
sunbers hed prodably been shanged sinoe he saw Senkey Shere
Jemuary bth, . .

mmmumwoﬁ-mmtm
htnhﬂd&dbﬂbhhﬂ"dm'hmmw,
“fhat ke snd the person previcusly referred %o as Ourly the Wistle
had imovledge of the Bremer kidnaping csse. Be stated he 814
MMMMWNWMM&.M&
 kmow. .
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. 3. Buremt of Infestigation

Bepartment of Justice
P, 0, Box #987,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

xR

Februery 13, 1934,

Director,
Division of Investigetion,
Uni ted States Depsrtment of Justice,
Washington, D. C.
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
EDWARD G.OBRELER - Vietim
Deer Sir: KIDNAPING.

Reference is made to phone communication received
the evening of Februsry 7, 1934 from the Cincinnati Division
Office also letter deted Februery 8, 1934 forwarded by the
same Office with reference to ebove entitled matter. Upon
receipt of reference phone communication, noted in letter of
reference, Special Agent J. C. Rider proceeded to Beaver, Psa.
the seme evening, and first contacted H. d. McC onaughy, Night
Police Officer, who stated that he hed no informstion concern=
{ng a men neamed Russell E.|Thomas; further that he was quite
certein that no Buick sutomobile with a foreign license had
been in Beaver within seversl days.

The same night Agent comrmuuniceted by phone with the
Penn-Beever Hotel, Rochester, Pe. and the Brodhesd Hotel,
Beever Fells, Pa. and théy edvised that Russell E, Thomas was
not registered, it being noted that Beaver has no established
hotel, therefore, tourists and the traveling public in generel,
visiting Beaver, usually seek accommodstions at the above

mentioned hotels.

#On February 8, 3ast,’ Apu ‘Rider errenged n&m‘
;;Iaator Bryun %0 b’,°‘.'h‘ -0 :

orOYEP
peESI 20 mrooibm
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Page 2.

g%ﬂoche-tor, P, snd &
Beaver Falls, Pa.

Further continued inquiries made at the sbove referred
to hotels also the Grand Hotel, Beaver Falls, Pa, developed no
informstion leading to the locstion of Thomas, who had not
registered or wac known by name at the Salvation Army at Rochester,

Pa. or Beaver Falls, Pe.

On Februery 9th, Corp. Frezier, by phone, was requested
to detail officers to the Rochester, Pa. Post-office, it appearing
and based on the wire received from the Cincinneti Office Feb. 8,
1934, that Thomas might cezll for meil at Rochester, Pa. Corp.
Frezier personaslly and three officers covered the Post-office at
Rochester the entire day of February 9th and during the afternoon
called the Pittsburgh,Pa. Office sdvising that a Western Union
wire hed been received addressed to Dick Thomas and forwarded in
care of genersl delivery from Indianepolis, Indiana, which wire
was evidently the same wire referred to in the reference letter

of the Cincinnati Office.

On Februery 12, 1934, Corp. Frazier, by.phone, sdvised
this Office to the effect that Russell E, Thomes hed called at
the Highway Petrol Barracks, Beaver Fslls, Pa. &and inquired in
the matter of obteining permission to operate an automobile in
Pennsylvania end thet he had requested Thomss to remein at the
Barracks pending the arrival of an Agent from the Pittsburgh

Office.

At 12:45 o'clock P.M, the same date Agent Fider at
Beaver Falls, Pa. interviewed Thomas, who steted that his true
‘neme is Russell Edwar%\!homas; thet he is known as Dick\fhomas

/’\
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by reason of his broadcasting for the radio in various parts

of the country; thet he was born at or near Canton, Ohio

19, 1903; has traveled through the western and southwestern
siricts of the United States in pursuit of his occupation as

musician, redio announcer and singer, asserting that among

other pleces he had worked as a soloist in the Church of Aimee

YcePherson Hutton, 1100 Glendale Blvd., los Angeles, Celif. during

the year of 1924.

During the short period Thomas was requested to remain
at the State Highway P=atrol Barrecks he stated to Corp. Frazier
thet his mother hed been in 111 heslth and that was the reason
for his return to Beaver Falls, Pa., with his wife and baby.

Agent Rider and Thomes proceeded to the latter's home,
bherein mentioned, where Thomas evidenced a desire to relate in
minute data his acquaintances and contect with one *Al" mentioned
in reference letter, also one /YEd" and two other men referred to
as third man and fourth man.

Thomes stated that he first met "Al* in Deyton, Ohio
during the year 1929 while connected with the Third Street
Salvetion Army Mission es Assistent to the Pastor; that "Al" whose
surname he could not recall, called at the Mission after his
release from jeil on a kidneping charge, seme as noted in reference
letter, and remained about two or three weeks, at which time %A1"

professed religion,
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Thomes steted that his lest address in Indianapolis
was §#711 N. New Jersey Street, Apartment 8, and at about the
same time he obtained employment with the C.W.A. as laborer
and watchman at $15,00 per week and was laid off Jenuary 26,
1934. He stated that the C.W.A. project #18 was located at
64th end Centrel Streets, nesr the river, Indianapolis, and
that his bours were from 2:30 o'clock P.M. until 8:D P.M.;
that he worked under the supervision of the General Foreman,
Mr. Grehem and that Mr. Foley was the Time-keeper.

Thomes stated thet on January 20, 1934 about 11:00
o'clock A.M. he hed occasion to call st the Y.M.C.A., North
Illinois Street, Indianapolis, where he met in the loby and
recognized PA1l™ as the same person he had last met at the
Mission in ton, Ohio; thet at the time " Al™ was alone and
that they telked possibly 15 minutes, he informing "Al1"™ that
he waes working for the C.W.A. a8 & watchmen, and gave him the
locztion of the shack, C.,W.A. and sbout 7:45 P.M., the same
evening and while in the shack, & Buick Sedan pulled up,
believed to have been a 1929 model with dark blue or green
body, bearing Illinois license plates and appearing to be
occupied by four men; that the sutomobile did not remain dbut
hurried awey end that he, Thomas, went to the near-by drug-store
called the Police Department and relayed the circumstances,
which cell is stated by him to be a matter of record with the
Night Captein of Detectives.

Thomes steted that on Sundeay, Jenuary 21, 1934, sbout
700 P.M. the same car with four occupents arrived at the shack,

Y
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one of the occupants being "Al™, who with his three companions
entered the shack, "Al" introducing the three men as his friends
without referring to them by name; that "Al" and the men remain-
ed sbout one hour, man #3 and #4 not entering into the conver-
sation and that none of them advised where they were staying,

it now being the opinion of Thomas that they were hiding out

and that the same men returned on two or three subsequent nights
about the same hour and remsined about the same length of time
and incidentelly made inquiry concerning the Bremer kidnaping
case and what information, if any, was being trensmitted over
the radio.

Thomas is now of the opinion that it was on Monday
night, January 26, 1934, end during the last visit of "Al®
and his associetes, that "Al1"™ mnde the direct statement to
Thomas, "Whet would you sey if I told you that we knew all
about the Bremer ease and where he is?" to which Thomes replied,
*Stranger things heve happened. I know you have been in lots
of trouble and would not put enything pest you.® Thomas stated
that at thisjuncture "Ed*® remsrked, ®"Al, do you think you can
trust this guy?" to which "al" replied, *Brother Thomas always
was a squere shooter,”™ and referred to the Deyton, Ohio,
Salvation Army Mission acqusintance with him. Thomas asserted
at this time "Al" addressed him stating *How would you like to
meke a thousend dollarsf™ and inquiring what "Al" meant he was
edvised thet "A1" wanted him to write e letter to Adolph Bremsr,
855 West 7th Street, St. Psul, Minn., steting that he would fore
ward a note to the home address of Thomes, which had been furnished,
advising him when to write. Further, that he, Thomas, inquired
of "41" and "Ed" and to the other men in general, "How do I know
you heve Bremer?® to which"Ed" remasrked, "We have him all right,"
end "Al" produced a watch which he said wes Bremer's but only
flashed the watch, which was an open face 16 size yellow gold
and had a peculiar scroll on the back of the watch, with no
initials, ‘

Although Thomas was of the opinion that Bremer was
dead he consented to write the letter when he received the note,
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which letter he stated was for the sole purpose of determining
whether Adolph Bremer was interested in the assertions of "Al®
and "Ed* and would be indicated upon receipt of reply which
Thomas accordingly would forward to Edward{Jones, General
Delivery, Blue Island, Illinois end proceed to Chicago, Ill.,
checking in at the Sherman Hotel under his true name where he
would meet "Al"™ and "Ed." No provision having been made or
money paid to him for transportation expenses, Thomas alleged
thet he was of the belief that if he assisted in locating
Bremer, his father would undoubtedly and voluntarily reward him.
The specific proposition of "Al" and "E4™ was that Thomas was
to ascertein whether Adolph Bremer would negotiate with them
for information regarding the wheresbouts of Mr. Bremer's son.

Thomss stated that nothing further was heard from
"Al*® or "EA®" until February 3, 1934 when he received a letter
postmarked st Indianapolis the same date with no return address,
which letter was signed "Al"™ and instructed him to write to
Adolph Bremer, 855 West 7th Street, St. Pesul, Minnesota, which
letter he prepared and forwarded by Special Delivery the even=
ing of February 3, 1934, in which letter he gave his correct
name, street address and advised Mr. Bremer of the whole
proposition which had been made by *"Al"™ and "E4d" and that he,
Thomes, further advised that he considered the proposition and
the men referred to as doubtful; that he gave Mir. Bremer
references of Rev. Daily, Pastor of the Uni ted Brethren Chureh,
Indianspolis, and the Secretery of the Y.M.C.A., whare he stated
he was known to Mr, Guthrie, the Sociesl Secretery and further
that he told Mr., Bremer that "Al"™ had shown him a watch purported
to be that of Edward G. Bremer, concluding with the statemsnt
thet he, Thomes, was merried, hed 2 baby, sympethized with and
wes willing to do enything he could to assist in locating
Mr, Bremer's son.

Thomas stated that he hes had no reply from the above
letter and that he had thought nothing more sbout the matter until
the evening of PFebrusry 5, 1934, when he concluded to call on the
locel police at Indisnapolis and contacted Night Ceptein of
prit s Detectives, relating to him the entire details of instant matter,

: ag set forth and that the Night Captein assigned Special Detective
E. Mo Tutt and E. D. Rouls to the case, the letter of whom
accompanied him to his home and was afforded further details als
the address of Mr, Adolph Bremer. It siould be noted that Thomas
stated he had destroyed or mislaid the letter or note of "Al.*

U3
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As evidence of his contact with the Police, Thomas
submitted e card bearing the nams of E. M. Tutt, Detective
Serg't., on which appears the name of E. D. Rouls, stating
thet both detectives had instructed him to call the Detective
Bureau if end when he received a reply to the letter forwarded
to St. Paul or information concerning the whereabouts of "Al",
"Ed" or the other men already mentioned. Thomas stated that he
heard nothing further from "Al", "Ed" or the other men and on
the following morning, February 6th, received a Special Delivery
letter from his mother saying thet she was ill, enclosing a
money order for $14.00 and asking him to return home at once
and as evidence of having received the money order, exhibited
a money order receipt #706-140, postmarked Beaver Falls, Pa.
25«34,

Thomas stated that immediately thereafter he contact-
ed the Travel Bureau, Indisnepolis, by phone and arranged with
a ¥r, McCemmon of Indianapolis, & former butcher, who was
about to depart for New York, to transport himself, his wife
and beby for an agreed sum of $12,00 and that he, his family
and their beggege, left Indianapolis with Mr, McCammon in his
1933 Plymouth Sedan, with Indisne License plates, shortly
after the noon hour Peb., 6, 1934 and arrived in Beaver Falls
about 11:30 P.M. the seme date; that before departing from
Indianapolis he left a post-office forwerding address whiech he
deposited in e mail box giving his future address eas 2512 - 9th
St., Beaver Falls, Pa. '

Thomes stated that it was the original purpose of
Mr. ¥cCarmon in his ride east to travel by way of Rochester, Pa.
end that Mr. Followell, mentioned in reference letter is a
Janitor at the apartments at 711 N. New Jersey St reet and
probably heard msntion made of Rochester, Pa. while the process
of changing the route from Rochester, Pa. to Beaver Falls, Pa.
was being discussed with Mr, McCemmon, and to which Mr. McC emmon

readily egreed. .

Thomas at.ated that since his return to Beaver Falls
where he expects to remein and hopes to obtain work through the
C.W.i., he hed had no mail forwarded to him from Indianspolis
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and in view of Edward G. Bremer having been turned over to his
father, he expects to hear nothing further from "Al"™ or his

associates.

In conclusion Thomas asserted that his statement ¢o
Agent Rider was practicelly the same as he had submitted to
the Police et Indianapolis, Indiana.

Thomas furnished a description of "Al", "EA", and
the other two men referred to as third and fourth msn and
possibly identified the photograph of Chas. i.]kcConnell,
Deyton, Ohio Police #7791 and referred to in reéference letter
as the seme individuel known to him as "41."

The descriptions follow:

Neme: "al" "E4" Srd Man 4th Man
Age: 30 yrs. 42 yrs. 35 yrs. 35 yrs.
Height: 5ro" S 5' 8" 5 4"
Weight: 1404 1754 1404 1204
Build: Slender Husky Slender Slender
Heair: ~ Lt. Chest. Black-Gray [Light Very dark
Eyes: Blue-green Dk. Brown Brown Dark
Complex: Ruddy-spotted Derk Xedium Derk
Nose: Seni prominent
Chin: Receding
Occup.: Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown
N-tionelity: American Itelian American . Italien
Race: White White White White
Marks: None None None 13" V shape scar
nose to corner
mouth R.
Pecul.: Blinks eyes
frequently
Attire: Grsy suit D.B. pin Dark brown Overell pants

end cep; no stripe suit overcoat studded dlack
vest; lesther &rey black  Couduroy  leather belt.
zipper jacket; Pleid cap; trousers Leather sheep

.

shieky derk cap Derk in color.
dresser dirty No overcoat.

clothing  Derk Cap.

AU
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Thomas stated further that he would be sble, at
any reasonsble later date, to identify ®Al", "RA%, and the
third end fourth men above described.

The following description of Thomas is based on
observation of Agent Rider and informetion received from

Thomas ;

Nams: W slias Dick Thomas
Age: 30 yeers, born 7=9«=1903, et Canton, O.
Height: 6 rt.

Weight: 145 ¢

Build: 8lim

Heir: Derk chestnut, thin at top

Eyes: Blue

Complexion: Sallow

Teeth: Netural

Marks: 1* vert. ye L

Mari tal: #

Occupation: ¢lan, redio singer

Race: whi
\0\1 O Ad

At the Beaver Falls Post Office Agent was advised by the
Postmaester that money order #706+140 in the amount of $14.,00 was
purchesed by Mrs. Edward Renzenbrink, 2512 - 9th Ave., Beaver
Falls, Pa. Feb. 5, 1934 and was made payable to Russell E , Thomas,
711 N. New Jersey Street, Indianzpolis, Indiens.

o In eccordance with the request of reference letter, the
herein mentioned photograth of Cherles A. McConnell is attached

ot

.
i
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to copies of this letter for the St. Paul Division Office.

JCR/MIM

7«39

CC - St. Paul « Encl.
CC « Cincinnati Bpecial Agent in Cherge.
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January 24, 1934

3. 8. Bepartment of Just
~®ashington, B. €.

L

John Hahoﬁ,
838 Commumnipaw Lvenue,

*r

S

:Kindly be edvised thzt your letter of Janucry 13,

“goncerning the kidnaping of hir. Edward G. Bremer, he
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‘Minnesota, and v_vill be given &ppropriate
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Bremer Dead

4 -
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¥ McLaughlin OR
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Contact Soon pHe et
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! maintain his vigil for s contact with JORDAN.
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the kidnapers of his sonm, Edward | ZLLY T2 M-cormicx Home B
Q. Bremer.
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" 836 North 14th su-ee,,‘Apt. 57,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February 1lst, 1034,

3 _'_'Jgta.nd .a'eput;e;

-

"“'-’atarr--'riter and 1nvestigator, an undercover invastigator, detect.ive ami

&;Qémak;ﬁhen he ms-,shot ﬂo\‘fn' nliia:ni. 7 can' 'at.test
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*of fhe I.ingbergh baby for- Intemational levs Service and covered the
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know, t.he Lindbergh baby kidnapirg case is BY NO MEANS SOLVED OR FTLED
- was @osm. .

e -t . . . . - . . . -

For the last 10 yea.re, I have been constantly investlg“tmg ‘
‘writin,g of,ganga, and for five years of rackets.- I know, personally,
e ma.jority of gangstera, but. tbey do not know me under my mgﬂt naries’

+

: . nr PRESENT I Al wpnxmc (AN’D ‘HAVE EEEN FOR F’IVE Moms--
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i“"mo'rscr w JOB.- FIF WE CAN GET TOG"I‘HER, I A SU‘RE THIS NE”%‘SPAPER WILL -

EGIVE ME A Two TO 12010)38 *vms' L EAVE OF ABSETICE. ?"\

o ‘bucked THE SYNDICA '_(micago,*'for.Mayorﬁ"_'Cerinak and
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v
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I wa.nt to vork independent and lmow 3
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836 North l4th Stree@apt. 57,
_-Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February 1lst, 197,

ataff writer and d.nvest.igator, an undercover invastigat Lor, detective arga

s

-rconfidential ‘man for the cities of Chica{,o, St.. Louis, Louisville, Los
New 1'ork and Philadelphia. o~ = S

undercover investigator ON GANGS
: 5

‘-forlthe ":I.ate Mayor A.nton J. Cemak of Chicago. 'Yas
o » en he was ého_t down in Miami. : I can att.est

Et . -

: ahﬂ_mercwer ‘lnvgst.igator 'for the . C:i.ty off’Louisville, Fentucky

.

.atgthe Lin.gbergh »baby 'for Intemationa.l less Service and covered the

Ay N

& ’Emoledo-i)etroit-mrple Gang-—uax Fleischer end after leavirg New York

angle in the east, ;As you \mdou;tedly
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- know, the Lindbergh 'baby kidn&pirg case is BY NO L.Jd‘vS SOLVED OR FILED
‘4S (QLOSTD.

' ..For t.be last 10 years, I have been constantly Investiy et ing
©and writing of gangs, end for five years of ruckets. I know, pez‘s*“xally,
'the ma,;ority of g&ngsters, but they do not know ‘e under my right nate. '

l-; AT _PaE__c.Em I Al WORKING (AND HAVE ESEN FOP FIVE MONTHS--
WITH BRIEF ABSENCES TO INVESTIGATE AND WRITE ARTICLES FOR WEEKLY, MiGA- E
| ZINES) FOR A MILVAUKEE DAILY NE¥SPAPER, EEG TO ASK YOU RESPECT AND
. FROTECT MY-JOB. 'IF WE CAN GEI TOGZTHER, I AM SURE THIS NEYSPAPER ‘VI'LL :
."GIVE LIE A THO 70 FOUR YEEKS' LEAVE OF ABSZNCE. Ay ' ‘

T bucked THE SYNDICATE, ‘Chicago,- for _Hayo:r'cérmak end
~pad e ﬂ.icked when they ot Cermak [

701 ,pmcmm;r sT amu:..‘_‘ I‘wzur 70 : ‘
' '”§PE gm. ::NVESTIGA‘:OR IO_E; m«.'mbnm ‘-émicnrmws o'

LIBERTY _,,1?%6 ;B:g;n vA'y', W xo&x CI'I'!, on Trm.mm xmmp:}ic; I mmm 31

e-.;- i -

FOR YOUR mm:crxon, gm
. ;:.—i‘" ‘, . N »



“%ﬁms, mn m s'rmn.a'rxou THAT, “AT THE B oF T™WO
YT SALREADY mgn IN THE xmmpms, YOU MAY
T IM 'ranouaﬁ AND

WEEKS, IF I HAVE
TER:INATE THE®AGRED.T '
GE!I' ROTHING HJT 'HAT E)CPENSE HA"E BEEN NECESSAR’. R

>

f.‘I-;succeed arxi I will,
:certain amount of money.

-4 rather have you name

-8 nominal working arrangement But I would 1ike to -4
g
g et busy at once,

I want a stipulated ‘BO‘TUS-- -
I am not tryin.g to profit if I fail, 1 would

<« N

I vill give you reporte ever-y 24 hours IN ¥RITING and
hu],letins a:x! ‘flashes by telephone.

Iwant to work independent ‘and know
exactly what 1 will ao from start. No wasted motions, no

wasted cash, -

3
e

Pay me a weekly ea.lary md nominal expenses, or a flat '
tum, ,I ¢o pay t.he e:xpenses. I have a Ford sedan I would drive.

g If Yyou already have not. decided. to give me the chnnce,

please 1ook me up. ]IRE me D-ﬂ:EDIATELY and I will f\umish the
e i i

nanes of %
;men for rrei’erém ea you will accce’pt unquestionably. -rI wcruld go on .
’NO wilé. . 'oose chaae.'I -!cnonr St Paul.j,_know gangs.

;I have contacts.
) : ho - re in .St ‘Paul and in 48 hours who _'-"-'. %
P A el Sl .

ere ﬂmere‘.’pnd wu _'_be ‘t.bere. e .

R U : o e : F W, e v el
= ase ‘treat "bhis 1et.t.er confidential. ar ‘have been .fa:!r '

- - A',_. ‘

8 quare. f:wlma me —FRIDAY 1f s]ightly ‘int.erested. 1 will comrinc

_ e you
t;ui'cker.—I get‘bn t.he ,job there ‘the bett.er._..-

836 North 14t.h'a's*creet, apt. 57,
Milwaukea Wisconsin,

S "I do ot mind if you show this letter to the auth
but beg that. you do not for, shoulg
'with that handic

wr Ll fLa

orities,

you take the
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Off1c1als Fear
’ @ﬂence Means '

ADAME, Isabel M. E
Morticidn— Halsted & Co.

.1 ALLEN, Ethel May

Mortician—Hslstrd & Co. o
PBREDIN. Ldsar Calchester
Mortician—Peter E. McLaughlin Oo,

4 DOHL. Arthur—31 years

:a£outaet Soon

- & .

"‘l‘. PAUL, am Htm blindly

- hopeful after 12 days of waiting,

l Adolph Bremer tonight continued to

maintain his vigil for & contact with

Jt.he kidnapers of his son, Edward
Q. Bremer. :

Meanwhile both Jocal and Federal
authorities are baffled by the pro-
longed sllence of the kidnapers. In
the beginning they wers confident
of & quick contact, but the belief
grows thit Bremer is either dead or
s0 seriously injured that he is un-
able to write his signature.

. However, the millionaire banker-
‘brewer for the first time expressed

resulting from Federal and police
activity would be overcome. “He be-
!lleves the wictim is st] alive and
. that the only thing that is deterring
communication is fear on the part
of tbexbducton of § daouble cross, -
“Talking 40 the writer tonight, he
mnid "W: hue “¢he money ready
And we want o pay ii..There will
be no interlerence by law enforce-
ment uencles. tWe will deliver the

ransom any timeand anywhere, in .

‘the :manner dictated..“There have
been nmors thatth
be made by alrplane.” I know noth-
ing about them. “Whatever orders I
recelve 1 Wil obey to the Ietter n.nd
wm oot divulge.” ;
-Polics Mm!uionet "rhomu E
Dahm."who Jas been neepmg at
headquarters ever smce the kide
paping, #tated there were no new
developments and that so far 28 he
knew -there *would ‘be .none untll
Bremer's felease. . He implied that
the famlly’s 1atest demand for xon-
!nteri rence would be respected. °..
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OOLLIN, Geerge 1. -
Morticlan—Arthur J. Sullivan & m.
FAVORITA, Demenle
Morticisn—8uhr & Wirboldt 4
TONTYALIM. Renry—82 years *
HATZENBIHLYR. Fraak J.—33 years
Mortician—Layng & Tinpey, Redwo
HOSMER. Abel—85 years
Mortician—Albert Brown Co., Ok
JOHNRON, Jehn
Morticiap—8uhr & Wieboldt ;,
JORDAN. Dr. 7. R.—60 years :
KELLY. Mary >
McBreary & McCormick Home lcr
KORTYS. Christian Willlam—88 nlr
McCANN, Patrick ',
Mortician—Leary Bros. -
MANNING. Mary A. .
Mortician—Harry M Glyon
McEWEN. Pearl Irwin
MITCHEM, Klls B.
Mortician—Martin & Brown
MORRIS, Katherine A.
Mortician—Halsted-Dierks & Co.
MURPHY, Catherine F.—37 years
Morticlan—J. C. O'Connor Co.
MURPHY, Jebn ’
Morticlan—McAvoy, O'Hars & Co
OLSEN, Edma
Morticlan—8uhr & Wleboldt -~
QUILTER. Themas £ ©
Mortician—Carew & xncluh -
REYNOLDS, Bertha :
Mortician—Albert Brown Oo., Otk
ROLLER, Japet Hoerle
* Morticlan—Rolier & Hapgood, Pal
jCHWAlTAC. Rudeiph, aged U
‘orticlan—~H. P. Bunr Co.
BJOGREN, Oscar
llorucun-Onn\no-r rﬂder,‘enn
ILAUOIII’EI. Agnes J
< Morticien~Keaton & Dusel, 8an R
!Lnn.. William .
Horucun—auhr & Wisboldt .. -
;)ﬂ‘ﬂl. 5
)lofﬂclln—&uhr & Wieboidt .
l’ns}:x. Anns A
< Mortician—Halrts6 & CCo.
TILLIE. Alexander
Mortician—yUnited Und’ruketl
eorge Marvey A
noruclans-Cnev_L Entlish

R OODY, Lot Lindley

e h... ..

ADAMS-In lhln c!ty .hnulry 28, 18300
JDel M. Adams. beloted wife of th *-
»Mbert F. Adsms. devoted mother of -
/3. Parker and Elvert V. Adams,
~Puneral services will be held todey
A0ay) 8t 3 o'clock p. m. st the mn)
A,o{ Halsted & Co, 1133 Bulter at 2
$*Polk. ¥nterment, Olivet Memoris; W,
ALLEN—In this eity, Japuary 27. 19344
3May Allen, wife of the late Harrisont:
of Mrs. C. H. mcbolu. (Por vz
“xOr. papers, please copy.) §
& Remalns will be forwarded today
-‘u) to Poriland. Ot
- toterment. (Halsted & Co. servicrd
BREDIN-1a thls cltr, January 28 <
ldnr Cinchentar Brecin. beloved
LIg {37 Almee Bredin. wi
\'u..ln. Wm. Bruce. Gu

Uredin, & natize A En
9*“
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Bisision of Jnfestigation

3L 8. Bepartment of Fustice
P.0.Box 515, St. Paul, Minn,

February 7, 1934,

Director,

Division of Investigation,
U. 8. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C,

Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS.
EDWARD G, BREMER, Victim.
Dear Sir: KITNAPING. St.Paul Mle 7-30,

Transmitted hsrewith are seven original
letters and envelopes received in the above matter, copies
of which have been made for the St. Paul Division Office.

Very truly yours,

A A

WERNER HAMII,
WH: IM Special Agant in Charge.
Encls,
RECORDERD

- 22522~ t.z.'
[nd -~ 7&%«4 h-l.s 2;-
~y ? A=z - 3,( ‘;pc i LB 14 1832 .
i"i _ i -__—\ v OF GBS
" 2T,
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MELORANDUK FCR MR, NATHAN

Reference is made to the attached letter dated hbmry % 1954,
the St. Paul Office in connection with the case entitled UNKNOWN BUBJECTS, ..
EDW.RD G, BREER, Victim, Kidnaping, and transmitting seven anonymous, srank
and information letters receivod in connection with this case., The augm
letters are dein: retained in the Laboratory. There are transmitted herewith
two photostatic copies of each of these letters which ere identified below: 'wt‘ S
for record purposes, I would appreciate your adviee as to which, if emy, - _,‘;
of these letters will be treated as new extortion casu, ino ordor that tho ~ 3:
usuel Laboratory examination may be made hero.

¢ AR ‘._~_‘-=_gr
1. Letter postmarked Venice, C if., Jan., 29, 1934, nddreuod to
The Camercial State Bank,)5t. Paul, I..inniaota, and signed -
"Frankfiloff, 28 So. Venice Blvd,, Venice, “cal," Y
2. Anon letter postmarked Eud. ' Term. Annex.,N.Y.l, J’an. 30, 195_‘ -
addressed to lir. A. Bremer, the first sentence of which rladl -
"Leave your City quiet without trace where abouts for New !ork" .
and signed with four cross marks "return letter with money®, .- .
3. letter postmerked 1ilwaukee, Wis., Fedb. 1, 1934, addroand tc T
Adolph Bremer, Esq., and signed "Kenneth "Latli ", Tk
4., Lletter postmarked San Francisco, Calif., Jan. 1954, addreuod o
to }r. sdolph Eremer and aigned "r., John L, /.T anee . 1036 )&arkot »
8t., San Francisco, Calf."” : q.uq, '", :
5. Letter postmarked J’eraey City, N. J., Jan. 30, 1934, addrouol » &
lir. Adolph Bremer, Esq., and signed "Jo h,ahon. 838 camunim J\ -
Ave., Jersey City, N. J." -
6. Letter postmarked Waterville, laine, Jan. S0, 1934, addroued b
1'r, Adolph Bremer and signed "Mrs, Jean Rva Hebort 10 &-ny strut,
Waterville, l’aine", / M. ~;?’w
7. Lletter postmarked Knoxville, Tenn., Jan. 29, 1934. addreuod 0
lr. Adolph Bremer and signed "lirs. Eliza'beth H. aeger, Route !
Circle Road, Knoxville, Tenn," f
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Y Y~y Telegrdph

L™ Pus Rave Camus]
Dav Levren Deyowed Cams THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 3
[ —— NiGoT CABE

. L1 ")
Niaen Lrvroe Cams terven | | Commurcial SAUSEEEN , R
alud & Cubles Cabics '
Povem thauid chodk com of Brven dmved eherew

wul be mmsuned » s

(Decoded Copy) . ' | f

A

PHTLADZLPHIA PA FEB 12 193¢ 4 45 pm

. C C SPEARS

4 DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION
U S DEPARTYVEMT OF JUSTICE
411 UNITED STATES COURT HOUSE
PORTLAND ORE

SHELDON CATLIN VICE PRESIDERT NORTH AMERICA INSURANCE COMPANY IN SAN FRANCISCO
3 ENDEZAVORING TO LOCATE EXACT ADDRESS

Harvey

Gk
E..
15
]

M 91

d FEC

’
W
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T

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

DOMESTIC POREIGN
ToLronam 'u"ﬁc‘..ﬂ

Oav Lrrvmn Owowen Cans

NIGHT MEmAGE jyfaidh

N Lrvron Camz Lrrvem
e R [ )

Povers thould ched chn of wrae dawed, ehwow

C C SPEARS

DIVISIOR O INVESTIGATION
U S DEPARTYZENT OF JUSTICE
411 UNITED STATZS COURT HOUSE

PORTLAND ORE

@®osral TelegrddD

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

Commercial «Iz‘(‘u:z.urm:
Cables Cubicsa

(Decoded Copy)

PHILADELPHIA PENKA FEB 11 1934

wd FEGI 91

SHELDON CATLIN VICE PRESIDENT NORTH AMERICA INSURABCE COMPANY OUT OF CITY
EXACT ADDRESS URASCERTAINABLE WILL ADVISE MONDAY

_NLLJAFG
ecxDivision

Harvey

>58¢
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) M. 8. Bepartment of Fustice
- Buremt of Infrestigation

735 Philadelphia Saving Fund Bldg.,
Philadelphia, P_a.

February 13, 1934.

Director,
Division of Investigation,

U.S. Department of Justice,
Weshington, D.C.

Dear Sir: -
) O
It has been noted that coded copies of 2
telegrams to the Portlend Office,in connection with the Bremer -
kidneping, have erroneously been furnished the Division by the O
clerical employee on night duty at this office. This matter has z
been called to his attention in order to prevent & repetition r
of this error, :1;
Decoded copies of the telegrams in question &
are being furnished herewith. E
c
g
Very truly yours, g
r
4
Encs. . N
RGH: AG, Specisl Agent in Charge. )
[ 24 .
AL .
- g " w . f g P___.
Fr= weoommw | /=0 26=3 ¢,
CVGOL OF voci. o

c&}/ STB.O!ED
! ; \9&5
T FE 323 ]934 ii3 1a
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February 13, 1934 "R R
AIR LIAIL
Director

Division of Investigation
TU. S. Department of Justice
washington, T. C.

Dear Sir: Re: UIT2OV.lv STBJECTS
ELVARD G.VBREZER - Victim
Kidnaping

Reference is made to the Division's telegram of Febrwery
12th, advising that Edward]boll, vith elieses, subject of I. 0.
1214, was the principel suspect in the adbove entitled metter, re-
questing tlat irmediate and thorough review be mede of &ll files
for information concerning Doll.

Edward Doll has one elleged connection in this district
ir thet he is alleged to have participated in the robbery of the
First Savings & Trust Bank orVColfax. Vashington, in September,
1932, together with GCeorgefilelly, ilbert}3ates end Edwerdf3entz. .
This information wes besed on statements maede’ to Special Agent in
Cherge Ladd, St. Louis office in Septeumber, 1933, at lemphis,
Tennessee, by Fatherinegfkelly.. She steted ske was well acquainted
with Doll, who wes known to her es Eddiefle Rue, and that she met
hin et Fort liorth, Texas, &t which time Doll, elias lLa Rue,was
accompanied by one Ed,Bentz and others. Mrs. Kelly advised that
Doll, Ed Bentz and others, were wanted at Colfax, Veshingcton for
bark robbery, and thet officers from Colfex ceame to Fort Worth to
apprehend these men, but that Doll was tipped off and they evaded
arrest. She further stated thet ebout a year ago Doll, elias
La Rue, married one LorisjJBarton ir liew York City, end that lilss
Barton's fanily hed a cemp somewhere in the state of lleine at
which place Doll spent a great part of his time 4in addition to
visiting on several occesicrs ir surore, Illinois. Tkis infomme-
tion is conteined in report of tpeciel Agent B. L. Damron deted

i'Qvember 8, 1933, at St. Louis, I!issouri. 1" 51—’; (3 "\:5' é 7

Investigation at Colfex, V/astington de elop!ﬁ,thgn(bugwrSTnzrgN
tvo percons observed the driver of the car usec [in the rggzeizi
of tre First Sevings end Trust Bunk at Colfax, gnd upoﬂ' e eL934'
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Director - 2 : 2-13-34

these nen advised that Doll fitted in a general way the description
of the men vho drove the Chevrolet Seden, and one of the parties
steted thet he was quite positive in his identificetion of the
photogreaph of Doll, but thet ke would heve to observe the man be-
fore being vositive. It is believed, in view of these partiel
identificetions end the definite statement of Ketherine Kelly,

thet Eddie Doll hed direct connection with Bates, Kelly and Ed
Bentz. It is further believed thet in view of this connection
with 3ates and Bentz that ClergfFeldman, whose whereabouts is now
beings soucht in connection witk the Urschel kidneping rensom money,
must heve definite knorledge of Eddie Doll and there mey be a
present connection between them. It.%ill be recelled that Clare
Feld-en wves the womern who was living viith Albert Bates at the

time of his epprelension &nd for possibly twc years prior tkereto
end, in vier of her close releticnship with Bates ané her kmown
ecquaintance with Bentz, it is believed the locestion of Clare Feld-
nen vould be & good source of informetion to determine the where-
abouts of Doll. Accordingly, upon receipt of Division telegranm

of Februery 12th edvising of Dpll's implicetion in the Bremer

case, & telegran wes sent the Chicego office to renew their
efforts to locste Clare Feldmen.

The informetion furnished by the Divisior relative to
Eddie Doll's suspected connection with the 3Bremer case leeds the
vriter to believe thet there is & very strong probability that if
Doll is connected with the cese that Biwaerd Bentz, Seattle FD
#6894, 1is protably also implicated. This fact was telegrephed to
the Division on February 13th, suggesting that effort be made to
locete tdward Bentz. In this connection, reference is made to the
Livision's letter dated August 16, 1933, eddressed to the Oklehoms
City office in the case of George Kelly Barnes, et al, Charles F.
Urschel - Victim, Kidneping, copies of which were routed to all
offices. This letter contains rather complete information relative
to EAd Ber.tz end his connections, end the Livision hes a long crim-
insl record of Ei Bentz on file. The letter of August 16, 1833, to
ell offices, transmitted copies of Ed Bentz's police photograph
which wes teken at aurore, Illinois, June 20, 1924, Aurora PD #650.
In view of the fact thet this photograph wes ¢n old one, Seattle

D _pk creph ;6894 of £Ed Bentz wes trensmitied to all olfices by
etter of this oflice Jate 2%, 19335,

—

Review of the Fortland office file in the George Lelly
Barnes cese reflects considereble informetion concerring Ed Bentz
enc his connections in and about Chiceco, Illinois, contained in




Director - 3 2-13-34

report of Special Agert i. E. Lockerman deted September 21, 1933

at Chicago. On page twenty-two of that report there is particular-
ly noted in the fourth paregreph the statement that Eddie Doll,
alias Eddie La Rue, is a friend of Bates. This information wes
obtained together vwith the infometion from the files of the americen
Express Compeny, Chicago, Illinois. At the time this file was exam-
ined Eddie Doll, slias BEdward lLe Rue, was not particulerly important
in that case and it is hereby suggested that, if such action has not
already been teaken, the Chicago office egain review the files of the
Americen Express Company, perticulerly for additionel information
reletive to ECward Doll.

This office &t Seattle, Washington and Tacoma, Wweslington,
is meking further contect with informents who were seen in connection
witk the Urschel cese, for the purpose of developing further definite
informetion reletive to Doll, if possible. At the same time this
office is giving perticular attention to enmy informetion which mey
be developed relative to Edwerd Bentz and eny informetion developed
concerning either of these verties will irmedietely be communiceted
to tre Livision end interested offices.

This office does not have any details relative to the
Bremer cese and if the informetion contained Lerein relative to
Edward Bentz is inconsistent with the fects developed tLrough in-
vestigation of the 3renmer case at St. Paul, it is requested thet
this office be advised irmediately.

Attached to the Livision copies of this letter is Seattle
FD photogrepk #6894 of Edwerd Bentz and a photogreph of the same
individual in which he is showr with his wife, VernajgBentz, nee
VernagFreimark. There is also forwarded Seattle PD photogrerh
#17109 of this seme women. These photographs are furnished the
Division to the end thet they mey be reproduced &nd distributed in
enpropriate memner in the event that the Division eand St. Peul
office have reason to believe that REdward Bentz is iupliceted in
this case. It is noted that the Chicego office has considersble
information relative to the family of Verne Bentz, nee Freimark,
end that office epparently hes meny sources of information through
vhich it may be possible to locete Ed Bentz and Verna Bentz.

-
DR,
"3

4

- Yery truly yours,

ccs:fd
. cc-St.Peul - 2
' Cricego ~ 2
Selt lake; Sen Francisco;
Oklshome City; Detroit;
Keanses citv. e 49‘13
e e S S
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK

Mr. Nathan ()
Mr. Tolson : eeeeee ()
Mr. Clegg (
Mr. Appel _____
Mr. Baughman ()
Mr. Coffey

Mr. Cowley __ . .. .
Mr. Edwarde ___ .. ...
Mr. Bgan _______..___..._ (
Mr. Lester . . .
Mr. Locke ______ . ol
Mr. Pennington

(
(
) (
“Mr. Quinn ______ (
Mr. Rorer (
Inspector {
Unit (
Secretary s {

v B8O me i,
Prepare Reply
For Your Information

)
)
Note and Return ___________ . . )
)

B P
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‘ ; O MR. Nathan........
' JOHN EDGAR HOOVER C . MR. Tolson ...... .
* DIRECTOR < T T S—
.‘ plﬁ. isiom nf ; frestinati ™R, Cowiey .
HHC: DSS 3. Bepurtment of Justice
Blashington, B. ¢.
]
February 9, 1934.
M i0RANDUS FOR THE DIRECTOR.
hAgent in Cherge Teamm called on the telephone and gave the
following inforaction: NS
)\U
N f\g e 1nterviewec
AY, imnediztel: contacted]

? .ere FIGlzpers upon vhom the
cuthorities could never "get apything®. .t this time he also
essurea ‘hg local attommeys thit young Bremer wus elive and in the
hanas of the kidnapers but was to be relessed, as rznsom negotistions
vere being carried om.

& 70

ure believed to reluctant to discuss

Y
RS

P S
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- — - el ettt N ] i

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER (: ' o (:) MR, Nathen.——
¢ DIRECTOR MR. TOISON ceome -

. _ Bidision of Infestigation WR, Cloxs ——

MR, COWISY o

L 8. Bepartment of Justice :::;:::"-““'

Bashington, B. ¢. MR, QRN e
Februcry 9, 1934. e,

g

EIORANDUM FOR THE DIKECTOR.

Concerning the attached information dicteted b wr.

AV Tenn, I inquired of hiz &t the tine of the conversction &s
0 §3 «s to why he dia not interview !qug;g orneys &na Iorce them
A} to tuik. He stated thcet his hesitency oin sc wes thet it

vould cause tne identity of

. - . ] . . . R
I instructed ar, Tem: tc  ghoae this infcoruation tec wr,
Fcani et once. He seic ke would d6 so.
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J?HN EDD;AR .HOOVER C' - O %
- Bipision of Infestigntion

3L 8. Bepartment of Fustice
Bashington, B. €.

February 13, 1934.

“ HHC3:G.J

'{EJ0RsNDU.4 FOR THE DIRECTOR

Concerning the attached memorundum relating
to £ telephonic cell from ilr. Taam, you are advised
thet I heave issued telephonic inst ions to the St.
Paul ofiice to have the wires of Wouis Lynch, of Des

Tlolnes, tc>oed both at his resideace end office, and
‘an??ﬁﬁfb else a teleshone wire micht be likely to
reach hizm with any degree of frecuency.

ully,

H. He Cles

ob

i
i

r

D ‘8 S S

T mmooase™ |y sy
: CVoTe &8 thy 28 o
1,& A§ FEB 15 1934 FE3 24 1834
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Bifision of Infrestigation
3L 8. Bepartment of Justice

P,0,Box 515, St.Paul,Minn.

February 13, 1934,

Director, .
Divimsion of Investigstion,
U.S5.Department of Justice,
Yashington,D.C.

Dear 8ir: Re: UNKNOW SUBJZCTS
EDWARD GSERBMER, VICTIM.
KIDNAPING.
St.Paul File NO.?‘SO.

In the above entitled matter, there are enclosed
herewith the originels of miscellaneous le‘ters received by
members of the BREL:R family, Copies of these letters have
been mede and are being retained in the St.Psul Division Of-

fice filaa.
Very truly yours,
WEIN4R HANNI,
WH:TC Special Agent in Cherge,
Enc,

0 | TSCH e e oA
_.9®  RECORDKp FEB 15 1934 AR+
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l'r.Auolph 3Bremer
St.Paul,liinn.
L




é

Jan.:0,1934.

‘ r.Adolph Bremer
%St Paul,kinn.

£

Dear Sir;

_Ien't it true? that there are certain exveriences in ILile
~"that can not be put into worde? One of ther. 1s the locs of
a8 _dear :one. B : : :
s#Let the greatest Poet,the greatect Painter,and the preatesi
" Jusician combine ond blend their efforts in an atterot to de
.~plict.the heart-pain of bereavement,and they are doored to
“«fajlure. ¥e are inarticulate in the vpresence of Deatlh,vhen
- .#4he departed one belongs to us. We cun nol expre&s our sorrow,
smor -can any one oxoress it for us.
"* Ccan any one,imagine?the torture of doubt and the agony of

anxiety of ‘the mezbers of your famlly.

Mt

g : ;;Becaﬁeekivam;é;chrlstian_lvjoin with yoﬁ and pray to God for
. | the safe return of your son. . = .

. “I.am of the Opiﬁion'that 8 prolonged delay in ‘the relecace of
"7 Zyour son %ill be unfortunate. . R S

.1t .seems,the kidnupers are seeking a guarantee for a safe
“ iget-away with the noney.They want I00 %o favorable conditions.

( ‘To:;he_present tice I.belive,the prover method of action to
. ..secure positive results have not been offered ther.

%hy not gi#é'the;_whaivthé§ w;nzé.

“permit me %0 say that I am an inventive‘miﬁd;for the 1last I™
. _days I have been ‘constantly thinking of a 100 <5 fool proof .
“plan which will.bring speecdy ani saticfactory recults.

?:c';g}l have it now perfect and I would like to offer it to you
~ " .ghould you deem it necessary or convinient.

g
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:;;1though I am fully aware of the danger involved T -
““yather welcome an opportunity,I want to offer myself
v;nnconditlonally to the carrlng out of thie-plan.

‘Ho reuard or rcnumeration is desired.Nor fare or

- publicity ie ., wanted. I want to put at.your disposal vhat

T honestly believe to be a good idea that may grately
Lelp you. %

‘wﬁopi?gW‘hatlybu*ggy\believe me oap:ble.and sincereil

"
«
"

E2Y

‘burs Very:Trulﬁ,
R

\
}

Anthony Calderon
24 Kneeland Ave.
Yonkers N. Y.

Yonkere-78I3 .

Re.orences;
Joseph C. RByan
Yonkere , N.7.

Dr.:I. Bhelnbengzen , :

pr. Berger . ... wDaDel. _Yonkers,id.Y.
»r. Paleetiner -

Dr Miller

Paramount Lental
"Pubinstein Denial
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“MY ,PEOPLE 1IN MY -DISTRICT ARE WONDERFUL THOUGE POCR AFF FET

- IN :;)IWBER.- :Plegse keep thise in mind.Bowever, TRUTE IS TRUTE.

?‘Thge is a great Jack of REAL FAITH amongst Bo many af my people.
. Let me give you a PROO¥ for my assertion.Judge for yourself and BEE
“FOR Y_QUBSELF :gvha'c oy REAL DIFFICULTIES are. o R

~A good man but oh,so weak in FAITH,spoke to me the other day.lmagine -
‘bis religious mentality! ‘

‘He actually offered mé $35.00 4f I would prove to him that I MYSELF
"BELIEVED what I preached and practised.He could not believe in God,
"heaven und hell.HE GOES TO CHURCH OCCASIONALLY.He sends his children
"to catechism BUT IMAGINE THE 'EFFECT WHEN THEY COME HOME end hear-
~their parent talk thus 1 HE IS ONLY ONE OF MANY. :

“fney Aike wme As & FRIEND 'and ‘GOOD FELLOF but don't believe what I say
te Sacraments.regular

- 3A8 A PRIEST:Church ‘going,regular ‘reception of ¢

‘Sunday attendance at Mases ‘Bunday ‘for Sunday is to ithem not TO BE TAKEN -

100 SERIOUSELY:Oatholic “1iterature is uninteresting and a waste of
money.At Easter time the church 'is filled but at-other times At 48

"~ mot mecessary. . en . N R -

o7 AR A S NN

R IS 5 S ST S N I A S
’Z;»f;-‘lhetie’ver I wpreach 1 -am ysually \wisunderstood and if I.preach PLAIN [
ZOATHOLIC "DOCTRINE I -em"telling ‘them ‘gomething NEW or -TOO “SI¥PLE -for -
people ‘of QURAGE. ~ - . T T A e I

“=ly ‘ob11dren-attend TLEVER PU B L 1 ¢ SCHOOLS.The toachers are -either
“ZLprotestante ;of WYBELTEVERS or :weak Oatholice ‘whose Usathollc MAraining

-y

$ ’ wE v

TlaweryAtmited. . vyl

I N

<. -

-
-

- “Read this and"BEE FOR YOURSELF ‘HOW \UGH T NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE How oan %

P

G
ST, GO Ak E Bl i ¥ T

‘Y -expect ;to.get MASS REQUEST8 from people who bave such & low OPINION

;of the MO8T UBLIME MODE OF HONORING GOD.The ‘vast MAJORITY ‘NEVER JET .

““Zin _thepast Awo years since I oaxe here,had a BINGLE MASS REQUESTED .. ... 4

. n 1 ‘EARI T Y may help to remedy these conditions end it~ >
swil11°take "MANY ‘YEARS “and MUCH PATIENCE .vefore I oanexpeot :any Teal I 43
M inge of mind and heart in these poor people G000 48 THEU ARE. . %

ke “this " into,

77 - zGratefully 'y‘ox._irq"ih;adva;hoe,

L2 T i N . o,
2 AN

. siFather Fox,s 11 g

'qong‘ide;ation.‘»xindly do 'whatevar you’ oan, - ! % .3
- ¥ ‘ :;x(A e R Y . . * ’ LM »‘2":‘-: Z-’% : ‘.,‘ : . ‘a




e Y,gmirch Gr'eok flichigan.
: %P, 0.<‘R $ 1, Henoﬁuinep,lichigan.

5 : _5 . T -, v, -, / N - & :
o .j.' 3 r At L g A 'w-:.‘—\.‘;l.-y «'._r‘j,
81 | o 88y TRENGR L ) Lo gunl Tl 3 o
.- ) e &

e Friends; 33 ¥ Vier ci g RUiAT LR 1 T 8 p§ ~e
L R Res FLEALEOY Yot enieh ormflaviogtes o P oRot.n a0 sl g
, JPermit me to identify myself,Birch - _
o, .yrfreek e not onthe map.I} is about five miles north of Menominee,
- padliobigan, gk celSr b f Ay qr oy REIRT 0 e o O
. iBefore June 19314t was not mentioned in the Oath,Directory.It had
" «and:B$11) pas a FIFTY yoear.eld frame church,poorly constructed in . .
' ‘*fhe imple fashion of those days,by a few pioneers and is serving
. “HMt'a+purpose guite well. The MUt . Rev.Bilshop Bent me here two years
" ‘#mgo to pasteurize his Mistriot Here s what I:found andnow have.

P T TSR CEURN Wt gLy oy T BoumTio s s .
- "1 weed not tell “you about sthe present hard times.Hard everywhere
"' Sfound them Woubly 80 mhen £onfronted -with this task of ORGANI- .
.- *ZIEG this mistrict.T shad Mo wectory -and the .children of this dés-

. . #rdct ®othis -day sttend ELEVEN publioc -8chools,This will ‘give you
;. :an 1dea 'of sthe tsize of this «district.Imagine my 4ask teaching
.. watechism after ®chool dours sin 8ll kinds of yeather 7 . .

I :had 338,00 to sbegin with: The 'poor people right now get $1,00 for
700 Xbs of milk twhich theymmust haul sto #the cheese factory ;ztl‘;eir ,
“only loutlet *for ¥sale ¥f -seme) :in:all 4«inds of :veather,Imagine my .
1<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>