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Platrict Court at B¢. Paul, Ninnesots, om Nay 17, 1935, for his L e
perticipetion fn the kidnaping of Kiward Gearge Brewer at St. Panl,
Ninnesota, on Japuary 17, 1934. - e . S e

Dave Stamphill was found gullty on October 26, 1937,
in the United States District Court at Oklahoma City, Oklabowa, .- .
snd om the same day wms santencad to serve tbe rest of his msturel . -
1ife in & United States Penitentiary with the recommendation that - -
be be incarcerated in the United States Peniteatiary, Alcatras ©
Island, California, This individual escaped from the Oklaboms
State Reformatory, &ranite, Oklahoma, on Felruary 17, 1935, with
other innates, after killing a geward of that reformatory in making
thair escaps, wnd subsequsatly on Febdruary 27, 1935, with two other
frmates, robbed the First Naticoal Bank at Seiling, Oklahoma, with
the uses of firearas, and ia erder to awoid apprebansiom L.
Poctor Pred Lewis Nysrs and 4rsnsported him in his sutomoblls 4a

Henry Young on Deceaber 29, 1934, entared & plea of guilly
to an indictment returned against him ve Decemder 19, 1934, charging
Rin with the roddbery of the First National Benk at iind, Washingtom, - -
snd on Decamber 29, 193, he was seatenced o a tarm of twenty N
yoors in the custody of the Attorney Gsnersl, ou eaoh of two comte =
to run concurrently, the seatencing Judge recoumending the United -
A incarceration for this sentence, This ladividual was parcled from
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Bemorandun -~ January 13, 1939

' ¥he Washington Btate Penitentiary en October 12, 1934, eod wee . ~ -
oul om parols ab} tha time of the sommisaiom of Lhis benk yobbexy, .~

. Ou Ny 30, 1935, at Wuskoges, Oklahoma, an indictment - 7
was returned eharging Rufus Roy NMcCain with the robbery of the ~ =
Idabel Natiomal Bank, Idabel, Oklahona, ou Nay 15, 1934, in thwes =
sounts, and with the violstion of the National Notar Vehicle :
Thefs Act in two counts. Om June 11, 1935, NcCain wes seutenoed
en the bank robbery indictusnt to tmenty years on the first soumt,
twenty~-five years tn the second comnt, and ninsty-nine ysars ea

ths third and last oount, and fined him $100,00 on each of thase
counts, snd on the National Motor Vehicle Theft Act imdictment,

be was sentenced to five years on sach of two counts, all sentences - -
to yun concurrently and to be served in a Fedorel Penitentiary
dosignated by the Attorney Genexal, - Ca

As %o William Nartin, alias Nartin Tyree, who was Pecaived
at the United Biates Penitentisry, Alcatras Island, Califorals,
on March 14, 1937, for Post Office assault and armsd robbery to
serve twenty-five years, the files of the Yederal Bureau of Inves-
tigation fail %o definitely indicate that this Bureau conducted
" any investigation resulting in this sentence bdelng imposed as o
him, :

\\3\
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¥ith reference to the 0o menoranda phich I have

submitted o2 o result ef the selephontc aonversatione which

I had with the dgent $n Charge o/ the San Francisce 0/fice
o/ the F3I concerning theattenpted esoape fron dlcatrax
on Joruary 13, 1930, I an atioching herete o oomnunioation
dated Jaruory 16, 1938, fron $he Agent ts Charge at Son
Sroncisco, oad which rclates n semorandun feru ond ta - .
sonevhat greater deta$l the matiers covered dy Aim tn Ale
conversoiions with nee .

3. Xignr Hoover

John Edgar Hooper 77T
Director _
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January 19, 1939

. Fith further reference $0 the gte
T tenpted ecoope at Aloatrax on January 13, 1939,
i I an aitacktng hereto a copy 0f a wmemorgndum
A vhich I have Just adcressed to the Attorney

Jeneral, eeitting cut detalls in oconnection with
this magitere

Yery truly yours

5 4. Xegrr Boovor
T Jokn Edgar Hoover
; Dtrectpr_
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HISTORICAL LEGEND : . LEGEND
SITUATEL i SAM FEANCISCG BAY, CALIFORNIA FRANME PNEOINES T 7 JEA
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Mr, Jolin Edzar Boover
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¥r, Jom Edgar Noover o < )
Jamuary 16, 199 . :
Tage (73 ‘ ’

that sbout the Lime ef the OUL7~20E escape, there was & window sewed .~ .

Junior Officer C.
dxys ago that eonvict KLIN, #3235, to sgrle & latter -
esut to sousane in the th shop, BARTLETT, ¢o furnish Ma .
with hack saws) howsver, bafore they had the nity to deliver the

mmmmnmm%ma

]
i
:
f
|

Very truly yours,
¥. J. L, PIEPER
Spesial Agent Lo Gharge
BJLP/ujd
AIE EAIL

"
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" . Wtth refsrence $o the fwd menorandas wh
subnitted os ¢ resuli of the telephonic eonversations whicho
T hod with the dgent fn Charge of the San Yroncisco OfficeSx
of the FBI concerning theatitenptied escape Jron Alcgtra® - :
on Jonucry 13, 1539, I an attaohing hereto & camnunfcatfon o

 gdated Jonuary 16, 1539, from the Adgent i Charge at San <\
Francisco, ang which reloted tn xemorondun Sora and fa N
‘gonexrat greoter detatl the ratters covered by him fa Ris N
conversations with Ree e e R g

L. Bespsetpully
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J. Magar Boover

John Edgar Hoover .. .. .
Directer . . _ .
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Bpochl Agent in cﬁrgo P T o B "‘ - j
Sun Francisco, Californis R A IR

Dear 8ir:

In eccordence with the requost contelnsé in yowr . ©
letter to the Bureau dated Januery 19, 1339, there are attached
bereto photographs of the folloaing Lnﬁivi.uuln

Arthur Barker, Alcatras #268
Billian MNartin, dlcatras #370
Rufus kcCain, Alcutraz #267
Henry Young, ilcetrss #244 ,
Lule Stemphill, Alcatras #43% . - - -~ - - -

B

Thezs pictures are being forsarded to you in orcer
that they mey be incluced in the albua rtt&im in your Office. -

Yary tnu.: yours, = -

- | Jobn Edgur Boover . - .. °
——towes _ - : Direstor - - h
r. Nethan . - ] 7 7 - .
We, K. A, Tame m‘u-.

r. Clogs

nr. Sotiey

= ‘Rm HHgE- a5

w———— L FEb: RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT&ON
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¥Federal Bureau of Inu s -
Hnited Btates Department of Justice

San Francisco, California
January 26, 1939

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigetion,
Weshington, D. C.

0]
Dear Sir: RE: TEUR E. BARKER alise
Doc KER (Deceased)} ETAL
ESCAPED FEDEEAL PRISONERS,

Reference/is made to Los Angeles letter dated
Jenuary 24, 1939 enclos a letter and pepers received by that
office from MISS FRANCESNELD, which is believed by the Los
Angeles Office to heve some connection with the sbove entitled
case.

OQur reading of this letter discloses that it
is undoubtedly & letter written by somecne in a Veterans!
Administretion Home, which is borme out by letter of reference
steting Sawtelle is a Veterans' home near Los Angeles. There is
nothing in the letter to indicate that it ceme from en inmate at
Alcatraz, and further such & letter as this would not have been
trensmitted from Alcatrez, nor could a newspaper c¢lipping have
been sent from there since newspapers are not sllowed on the
Island for inmates.

Letter of reference does not state how Miss HELD
obteined these documents, whether or not she is relieble, whetiher
they came to her in some regular or irregular menner, end in view
of the fact that it is my opinion this metter is not of importance
regarding any phase of the investigation in connection with the most
recent ettempted escepe from Alcatraz, despite the fact that there
is/e photograph of the Island and & comment "From the window we will
'eﬁbaée ,hfrtly“, no investigetion will be conducted in this connection.

TR A - It is noted in the last paragraph of letter of
' peférence that this office is requested to furnish the Buresu and
Los Argeles Office immediately with photostatic copies of the documents
LV enclosed, but in view of tbe fact that this metter will not receive
investigative attention by us, it is sugzested that the Bureeu, when
more important matters permit, beave photostatic copies made forwarding
them to the Sen Francisco end Los Angeles Offices so that the files
7 will be complete. I e sidald !

gnarh 2= Yery truly yourT,?L

22

N
don HOSERE PEIND py g m
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NILP:MLA
Enclosures
cc Los Angeles =&+ ° E{u “+la :
76-347 S




I i sy L VP,
' . Nt
. F K
- — - [ - - e -
d .o
3
. e e - v
- - Feo lparmema e . - ’ ) oS ’
. : - e . .
= . A PSP,
L= e e T L. e oateat
” ; v

_,;Out-'Patient Nursé in Room ;134
W

R et Xl o

}BTRUGTIG-IS 70 PAT

o B Laborétor Egtminatio
; should taat»r_ houFs Gefore a-spec al.te
; tter this special, test brea}d‘ast thg_ spec-

Patient rufsé"m Room g134‘ 8 about

e g, .,
G 4 t&‘p‘,.;_;..;.\_ 2T
. l, _- .




r -
L TTLN: ¢
w

O Pl
é‘ =R .*?
W} »?W :
A o I rett




< L e ool

!."n*:a‘ }

LR

.
Ll






- € u
y

W: ;‘m‘ _-...! ::‘-,u_:_‘, A




i

e DA e Al Y s e K

?‘”"?.i } wr

o e G Clatcnr ot ©

“Pﬂ’ P\swy M N‘F’at‘

FrRE T VI P

o e R

vy #

TUER IRt s ey i S Ve
A

Y 2 e s .“".e«,"f*ww
e).,;. p sd R A
v ‘ * ‘i # A } H i
. a PR

# %"‘ S Q e St £
' St ,

_-:. . i’;,

o o
R ,s.'.k—.
”
. RS
e Bt g
- e :
VN S rtropac. - <A S Aww»-o(nwvm

‘m mgm. ! ‘




1

3 oy
: o

# Y

ul

T A “om AP N
R Y R AR oy
f-' G edla TR AW a f

-
e

s













y ____u__.....__..-—-‘—-“'.‘.‘uu—;_-‘—_‘-‘-" " > . e SR,
® - S
. Q-

- _.,f‘
RAG:DF 4
764175 ~26 . Febroary 8, 1939

35331

8pecial dgert in Oruarge
Sen Franoclsco, Califernia

Dear 8irt

Refersnce 1s nade to yorur letter dated Jamuary
26, 1939, in shiek you inclocod a letter snd papers which
you resceived from the Los Angeles Office concsrning
fuformation. furnished by MHise Frances Held, :

- In sceordance with your regusst there are stieched
bareto tmo phvtoetatic copdes of thase docmants, The

Los hngeles PfTice, to which soples of tiir coasunication wre
2leo Being Sirected, is likeorise bolny Nurnished with teo
photostatic coples of the doounsnis furnished that office by
Miss ¥rences Feld.

Yory truly yours,

. .?"-'-‘; a7 e ' Jotn Elgar Hoover -
I \?,»L Director

mr Rathin e —— ) \
w.1 2 _____ Inclosure & / -
w.ome ______ 60 Los hngeles (Inclosure) ‘
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\ . . Hehtrai Surean of Inuestipation
: Hnited Biates Bepartment of Justire
L] \ T FLRR]
J - San Francisco, Californie L P
‘ January 26, 1939 e
Lo Mr. Lester ...,
E_ERSONAL AND CONFI*QTIAL Mr. Mclutire. ...
Y ¢ : Mr. Nichale..........
) Xr. Qc'ra Tamm ...
! N Director, Mr. Tr8CY ormanemen.
/ Federsl Bureesu of Investigetion, itles Gendy. ... ....
, ¥aghington, D. C. N o e -
J/ Dear Sir: RE: ARTHUR E, BARKER alius "DOC"
{DECEASED), ETAL, ESCAPED
FEDERAL PRISONERS
fr{ On January 23, 1939 Speciel Agents 4. E. FARLAND
and J. E. RICE, while at Alcaetraz, conferred with WardenJJOENSTON
;}/ and esked whether or not there had been any new developménts since
their lest visit, and the Werder stated there haed been nmome. This o
. guestion was esked the Warden for the very purpose of seeing ‘¢>
< v whether or not he would tell us whaet we slready knew regerding 2y
. certain things found in the search end shake-down which is still
3 continuing &t Alcatraz. AN}
.. NN
e It was learned confidentislly that during the <
= check-up that has been going on since the escape, five bers in the N
., JBospitel were found to have been sewed. This information has come %1
. 77 Jto us from seversl confidentiel sources but the Warden has not seen N
P fit to tell us end we have not questioned him point-blenk concern-
Ll ing this discovery. F{
: : . -3
. I have also learned that it is the genersl opiniom o
. emong the guards, with the exception of a few, that nmothing will -
- come of the investigetion made by Mr. BENNETT, and their opinlon ie a
. thet the investigstion is notbing more or less then & "white wash", o

- -
L

I heve deleyed in edvising you this information
developed because I had hoped to get something definite for you,
end get corroboration if possible regarding this somewhat general
informetion, but to date I have not been able to substantiate these
statements positively end wented you to have the information we
have developed to date. I know thet you appreciaste our position
in not being able to give you better corroborated information because.
these men will wsy a few words and then refuse t0 say &ny more; they
are afraid Of their jobs, they know certein guards will go to higher
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Director ‘ Jan. 26, 1939
P & C RE ARTHUR E.

BARKER etal.

suthorities if it 1s ascertained they have furnished ue in-
formation, e8ll of which makes it difficult for us to substentiate,
unless we are going in on e direct investigation.

The investigation which we have been conducting
at the regquest BENNETT, looking to the possible comnection
of Guar” has not materislized, end e& report will
be submi a3 the Los Angeles Office has completed its

investigation amwlifornia, but I wanted you to know
that nothing of as shown up. ‘

' Undoubtedly the newspaper clippings have reached
you by this time reflecting the eriticism being directed at the
edministration of the Islsand by c¢ity officials in Sen Francisco.

VYery truly yours,

NILP:MLA
ATRMAIL

76-347

e — - e

—



;A cﬁms’ jury urges ﬁ:% i

ernment to find & “more guitable’

kxauaw'nuu:Akauaquandtoumﬁr

- prison its worst murderers, kidnapers,
{ - jall-breaking wizards, gangsters a.nd !
“locome tax evadera”. . T
,?i * As Coroner Leland says in ‘bebalt

. of 8an Franciscans, “We don’t like lt
! ' and we don’t want 1t”—a.nd we never -

“have. The inguest into the recent -

escape plot shows Alcatraz is not “im-+

| pregnable” against the super-cun-~,
i iing of the men caged there. The‘
i Rock {s dynamite in our Bay!

T~' Dﬁiﬁiiﬂ&ivuuqﬁgﬁzi%ihfg:iz

A‘AAN FRARCIECO NEWS

FORVARDED BY
SAN FR.ANCISGO DIVISION

.JAN 2 6 1939
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105 ANQGELES, CALIFORNIA
JANUARY 28, 1939

hﬂped Iodonl Pi'llonm, "3

tlal é?c/

. .

s had previous sstisfeoc vised that bhe was well do-”" et
qunlnted wit vln; previously resided at A 7(3,
presently bas & brother living in

dvived tiat he could dofinitely state that . b7d
- ok Dooibor P6th, January 2nd Hn\-ry lsth. 1,-72_,

n the lntorunl.ng times, lhtod he saw round
#but could not fix any particulsr dste

n-roroneo io -do to th. pornml und eonn
mry 23, 1939, portuinh‘ %o the dumboutl of,

hese ather *;
ocooasions, Ee stated he did not believe that uring the L L
of time mentioned in the reference letter, was swy froa :
sny extended rilit. but that he may have gone to
theroﬂ:outl. L ) IND.

*G
F was on either Christmes Dly or tthay
¢ weeks, he sew him sround town on en aversg
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' ;nc. BAR 'mcxsco"_‘j

L "'hot_ thet is only & smll town, and thas
known in t coomunity, 1t was believed dest not to me

- -111 be sonducted unlou other-uo nquntod by tho orﬂu of ori B

' - . U U U

D TR

PAGE 2

-

ont nx '1', auriug the mnrntiou, roquuw
treat this inquiry with utmost confi-:

onao, and was sssure that 1t wnld be trested vonfidentislly.
' P T Ly M
n ﬂu er the I.n!'omt!on dﬂolo né the

is well:
rther h-
quiry for fear thet it might become kmown that an investigation was .

being conducted, and in s town the size of » Such lnromtlon
would spresd repidly. Therefors, no furthe tigetion at

The m Lug-‘.lu o:nu is prouutly urrying out th- o
other ludu requeated in this ssse, and such Momtion will bo re-

portod in tho near ruturo.

\ . .
r———— e . im oot cvhames e pmm hmear stk m! e TR TP RSP SRe VEN o

Yery truly yours, '

GVDIAB | . ' S
o R AR
_ cc B‘UREAU\_______ N Speosial .lgont in ch.rgo



o _..A..*Q_‘-A-- RS RS e ' |
. : . 3“:? (:) - | | -

7 M 8. Bepartmesd of Justice
" Bt of Inbestigation 51////

Sen Franecisco, Czlifornie
Jenuary 20, 1939

Director,

Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Re: ARTHUR E. BARKER, with aliss,
Et Al -~ ESCAPED FEDFRAL
PRISONERS

Dear Sir:

Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following:

P vd Approximate Date
’ City, Police Fingerprints for- Fingerprint
Arrest, or Other warded Bureau of Classifica-
Nage (inc. aliases) Number. Investigation. tion.

O
;ZALE STAVFHILL.Z”  Alcetrsz FPeniten-

tisry No. 4357
v///// . ©
ARTHUR E. BAT Alceirsz Penliten-

alias"'DOC '

(.
(frias maarn O
. [) a
uég;Y‘ﬂmNG
0‘/%/
3 WelL

JHER:LR
76-3547

tiery No. 268 ¢

Alcetrsz Peniten-

tiery No. 370-&~ rZé, E;E --'-'Lg‘

RECORDED | _
Mlcatrez Penitebz, | prprRaL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

tiery No. 244
FEB 2 1939
Alcstrez Penlten-

tiery No. 2624 it s, Q{er@}lf‘ JUSTICE
% //)7
&o
e

Very truly yours,

N.J'Lc PIMR A+
Special Agent in Charge.

@T

g e i - TR g F T e e i R tema



4-750 {2-7-T9) (. ('. S

XXXXXX
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

10 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

X Deleted under exemption(s) B3: Title 28:; U.S.C, 534 with no segregable
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¥ederal Burecan of Inuestigation

Hnited Htates Bepartment of Justice

San Franciseo, Celifornis
Jenuary 19, 1939

Director,
Federal Buresu of Inveatigation,
Washington, D. C.

o
Dear Sir: RE: E.OBARKIIR ias “DOC";
DALE“STAMPHILL, RUFUS McCAIN,
HENRY-YOUNG, WILLLAM“MARTIN, \
ESCAPED FEDERAL PRIGONERS \

I am enclosing herewith two completedfphotographic
albums portraeying the recent attempted escape “of the above
named prisoners, from the U. S. Penitentiary at Alcatraz
on January 13, 1939. These albums have been prepared at
the telephonic reguest of the Director,

It will be noted that we have changed the sst-up in
the books a little, sttempting to ® them more attractive.
We have included in the album thgXmap of the Island, which
js pertinent to the investigation of thie cese, and a
photostatic copy of the cell blocks, which is the only

iagram we have, the original having been forwarded to the
Bureau.

It is suggested that the Buresu, in order to meke this
album more complete, might wish to include the photographs
of the escaping prisoners, end in view of our desire to
expedite the tranmmittal of this volume to the Bureau, mo /
photographs were obtained et the Island since copies were not \
readily evailable.

We would appreciste the Bureau sending us a photOgraph

of each of the prisoners involved s0 ihafr-we—een g
in our elbum, ,

oo RELURPED & TSSEXED

The different type of cover for the
because no others were available of the

WR. was nac355g
.ﬁiyheretofora férﬁs;

FEB 2 1939 \
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' o : (.) ' 2k Tadinm 'V‘. g
-, f . :‘ piil _‘{_’r
‘ Federal Burean of Inuestigation N &

¥nited States Bepartment of Justire ' ?-

February 2, 1939 _ oo Giavis.

;= Darko ..

Mr. Lol 7 oeoees

iy, MeT 3 St TN

Mr. Nichols.
m,_Qu_-n'l'a.r-A
PERSONAL ATTENTION Wr. THREY ooovonene

Miss Gandy .....-oooe

-}

i
- Br. Taen .
Sen Frencigeo, California ¥y, Tovwartl.

«

———— ——— S

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

[#,
Dear Mr, Hoover: RE: ARTHUR BARKER (DECEASED),
ETAL, ESCAPED FEDERAL -
PRISONERS "
I a) forwarding herewith two sets of o
three additional Aphotographs which we feel will
conplete the elbums heretofore transmitted. D
Very truly yoﬁrs, -{:
. o
i
»
arge o~
~9
NILP:MLA t
76-347 ,
Enclosures/6 |
-y
<
N i - 1-.,’
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OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAEOMA
FRBRUARY 11, 1039

B g e LT L]

lhoriﬂ‘ mow l.. uur. hlrdn, _nkhhm.nnlm nt
thh orf;eo and advised he had moticed in the newspapers da:

eooount af en attenphed esospe from the Federsl Ponitontiuy ct
e stated that DA 1L, hag ‘two brothers

P - 4..--.-'-.;4..-:..#:\1 - 5 e <

ornie for tnﬂ tl-o.

This informetion is furnhhod to yon as hmring . poulhlo
. bearing eu the investigation prountly being made by your affies " - .
of the sttexptad ssospes IS is possilile that these two $adividunls
visited thoir hrothar at tho poaltonum pﬂ.ar toﬁtho ntguphd et

: ho Sherit? aivised he beilaved he eould soewre Sheif
Mdron in Sen Prancisco, Californis, if the ‘sdas would de zuf vy ‘ﬁf'f‘-"
walue; that the fether of these boys 18 & rupootod piusg_n A

. h an onpinnrl ror tho Vsntt Yo Rli}rﬂﬂn -

AL

-'S Jf [r’:‘.— 0Ty

FED..BAL eunw OF mvm BT .?: '
FEg 14 jorc |




SJT:INC:MC
Special Agent in Chlmi o

* San Trapeiseo, Califorate . [ . . [

Dear 8irt o

\(\ Reference §s made to ‘ n : c] u npoear‘lng 13 mlm ‘ - B
newspapers throughout the ocuniry ecataining infcrmstion furnished N
by one P. F.YFesd, a former inpdte of Aleatrsz, Two eoplies of Ly .
artiole which appeared in th ficago lerald and Fxasiner om "¢ . N
\% J’lnuar; 15,1939, are tmm!ttcﬂ hcm!th. S e o _ T
R S
'.I'!u Buresu desires that you acte the erntontl of th!.l ) N
\‘ article which undcubtedly was published alsx ip Sap Frencisoo - ¢
y\.‘t‘ papers and whiek scntaius information to the effect thet aumercus . . =,
- > hack saw Dimdes are a'legedly In the possesslon of convicts in the
* United States Ponitentisry et Alcatrsz Tsland; thet guards ¢on- v
, . ststertly and :roguh-ly llup on auty, that ﬂ:oy drink oD eeoutonl, )
J L. . ; ®% cetera., . . _ . S C e &
‘ > | - ! .EE
N . The Burean believes it desirasdle Shat !r. Raod be , i
“{aterviewed gnd in this econection tt 15 requested that you ascer~ £
,L\ tain his present whereadouts and, if in your dletrict, condust tho ¢
seceasary interview, If in anothen field divieion, you shounld . =
A \' furnieh the necessary backaround o the Specisl Agent fn Charge e
& Ny -and request that the tnterview be eonduscted snd the Bureeu promptly ¢
| y d'l. d- -
o \\ Yo SRR . RECOLVED & INDLXED :
L ) 'hry truly y«u-1
My, Tolsob ., ..... ﬂlcb" T} - Zu
i 3 : S & - BUTEAY ©F Iy vr‘nc.mw
Ty (e EATERA F e .Tohn Bdglr Hoover - FEB . T
B Ll oL v L Dirvotor | 6 ]13J -
Mr. Crowl.....ocneee. \tvelo.“:“ N \\ ' .' l DEPHFTPIILLT B Jf "'T."‘l.‘
My, FEAD . ouvommuesns \ﬁd ,...r;v?;'—"" 1?1 L , o /
Mr. Fosworth ... """::‘-‘.'-‘ v . F e - ) ) ea - =
urcr:n ‘?‘ﬁ?m?él’s . ' ‘5 j . L LN  —
Mr, Darbo .....coen A L L A r
MY, Lewter . ooeevnnns ! R 0o 1 - .' ' ’
Mr. Meintire . ....... G FE J 3 gd'] b( l o "J\l ) -
H.r. WNichals..oveouns . - .. T _' B \
nrA.QuinnTﬂm“‘--- remioAL . Inf 'E" NERT SR YL "y, l ": '-.‘ , '. - .
Mr, Tracy ..commemeens [ .o - “.
Mise GLOGY .cemvernr L“‘"*" e -




3. {hill and Bill ‘Martin sawed their way out of their cells—

e ... e .

nr .
/ i 2 Colfey .ccacernans
) AY ! TS AT S—
- . Wr. DD cevivaremas

Lic. Fozworth .oeea.s

§ obir, Glavip .o.ovccanne
BIr. ZiarbO cvcoen-acen

ALCATRAZ"’HP'RISO*N‘
FULL OF SAWS -

Conwcts Outw:t Electric Eye for -

Detect:ng Metals, Reed Reveals

“While prison authorities sought solution of how ﬂrtbnr
(“Doc”) Barker of Chicago, former Public Enemy No. 1, and
four other convicts were able to saw their way out of Alca-
traz cells, P. F. Reed, former convict, declares that despite
all precautions dozens of saws are circulating among the
prison celony, )

Barker was slain in his attempt to escape, but on!y after
he was clear of the cell Block. This article, first of two by
the .author of "Murder on Alcatraz,” who spent four years
on the island, again lifts the lid. : :

. BY P. F. REED.

- Special to The Herald and Examiner. e
{Cemyright, 1828, by Hearsi Publications, Ine. e
1

} BAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14 —The electric stool plgeo
you have heard so much about are & long ‘way from f
poof. s

And Uncle Sam who spent pleniy of money to make
the Rock briar proof, economized on hack saw blades,

That is the reason Arthur ("Doc" Barker of Chicago,

‘one of the worst troublemakérs and agitators they've ever|

had out on the Rock, d and the bars on five cell | c\ <Gt
doors will have to ed. - O " DN e
Barker, “Casey” Young, Rutus McCain, Rale Stamp- "?J ] Na

or had the sawing done for them—with blades that have §,.
been floating around the “stir” for more than two years. ,'J ' o~
I was working in the butcher shop about June, 1938, ] f -
when & guard-mechanic came in to fix a compressor umt 1D
broke down and flooded the joint. . : - ’
He was a loud-mouthed, loose-lipped scregv ~

e that he’d Jost loat awkage
_ﬁe el@.nsmmw

¢ HlCAGO‘HEm’T.D & EXATAINEE



‘E go6d and he ‘bought some o
‘qwn. ‘Then he Yost thim. ™"

The Joss was never reported be-
suse he was gfraid of what would
appen. And he never locuted
hem. ‘They've been circulating
cvre since. There's & hundred
riaces around the cell-house, par-
‘jeularly In the kitchen basement,
vhere they could have been
“lanted.

It would be a simple matter to
et the blades into the cell block
rom the kitchen. How? BSimply
v plastering them to the recessed
xottom of the slop cans which
‘equently pass from the kitchen
‘nto the cell block. Even sand-

g ‘el

wiches have been brought in that

way.

Belts Offer Easy
Hiding Place .

Any of the kitchen help or the
ellhouse runners who have access
o'the cell block after 8:30 in the
nerning could have carried the
tlades in. The kitchen help are
sllowed to wear belts, and it would
be easy for them to slip the top:
of their pants, stick in & couple of
ilages and cinch their belts up.
Aght. v

When they go through the door,
they get only & rough fan. For
that matter, the blades could have
been carried in inside their shoe
soles, Blit the seam of a sewn
shoe 80le and slip & blade into the
leather—as simple as that,

yThe blades could have been eir—
ried indefinitely without serious
danger, In the first place these
isn't 8 mechanical stool pigegn

 bgtween the kitchen and the cell
: 'élu But even If there had béen,

. he couldn't carry metal threugh

71 bet Alley T, Anderson one ame

one of ¢them and he wot He cur-

‘ ried a half-inch steel bar abdut

s foot long through the xadget‘

d it didn't let out a chirp. An-{

- other time a mechanic twice

' packed & crescent wrench through

two stool pigeons, and the ma-
chines didn’t turn s whisker.

Saws Held Capable
of Cutting Bars -

As for the cell and window bars
being impregnable to hack saw
blades—that’s a lot of baloney. 1
have been able {o vouch for that
ever since I drew my first cell
assignment. I was parked in the
center block and after & skort
residence discovered one of the
bars sawed through a quarter of
the way. I squawked for a cell
change pronto. I had no dosire
to, be present when the thing was'
" discovered, ;

‘Another sample that didn't get
publicity showed up in the hos--
pital late in 1837, Somebody sawed
his way through a window bar. It
was prepared for six months be-
fore they hauled in a welding out-
fit and fixed it up. Then it wasn’t
discovered. An old con, whom 1
understand was later transferred
’tg Springfield, put the finger on

They never did explain where
those hack saw blades came from,
?uﬁl tt.hey were floating all over the
o o .

Quietness of Work
Called a Mystery |

When the stir wert up over

.1t would have been safe encugh. «

[l

e, they talked.a lot pbout how,
?h&n would mlst':ny hadx-’
w

biades. If that's the case,

~why are theg so worrled abowt o

. .)‘;

B

T e ey - i, (S —

| ends of the cell block, day and

s .Pam v
) -

kaw Blades gertmg nw: sy

The blades and the bars wou‘.d!
have been & mark for any con i,
the place. But the real question
_b how they got the barz sawéd
'without being seen or heard by
the cell-block guards. :

I can figure only one answer
to that one, The screws went to.
Eleep. ‘

There are zlwaya two of them
on duty on the catwalks at the

night, one at each end. At Right
there’s a floor guzrd who's sup-
posed to make the rounds of the \
tiers every half hour. A leuten-!
ant is in and out all night long.

During the day, two guards
on the floor and there is always
one on each catwalk. All, unless
they fall asleep or Just don't want
to see, have a full view of the
Dblock. The walls are a8 bare as
‘a pool table and as light as day
Jdn both ends and down the sicEe
corridors. .

I've seen & guard on the cat-
walk dead to the world. 1 came
out of the kitchen-gt 3 o'clock in
the afternoon and you could hear
him snoring all over the block.
‘There he g3t with his feet propped
ui% on the bars of the cellhouse
gide. . )

Any con could have stepped up
on & desk below the catwalk and
snatched the gun., He sored
right on, with his mouth open,
through all the noise of the con:
walking down the tiers on theh
way to take & bath. . -

Anothtr time, twenty-fivé or
thirty cons in the kitchen saw a
screw in the tower snoring away.
They could look through the
kitchen window and see him “\t
his head tilted back next to §
(élephone a0’ he Pouid Dedr: aie
bell #f it raing. B0 NI AL
. Tat bippened e; sy Uil

'




P v

Path of'”ﬁ'&;izz?" dreak? "

30 good he was jeiting so 1at he

|eot.ldn't help it. He weighed 140
when he came in on the bum and]
welghed 235 when he left. He was

the guy who lost the blades.

To get from their cells to the
window they went through, those
five cons had to pass down & long
corridor, turn & corner within
twenty feet ¢f the catwalk screw
ahd then go through a locked
wire gate.

You tell me how they got a key
to that gate and maybe I'll tell
you how they did it without being
peenn or heard when it's so quiet
:h cough soumds like a cennon

ot.

Although it's strictly against the
rules, some of the guards over
‘there have been known to drink.
But they wouldn't all be drunk
at once. I'm certain no federal
‘employe could be fixed, although
one I{ree man was canned for
bringing money in to the ¢ons
along late in 1835,

Therse was & heavy fog when
the boys went out. That gives
the outside crew an out, even
though the cons had to parade
-through an oscillating searchlight
ias bright as a battleship’s. They
thad to dodge a car which patrols
;the isiand &l night with two
guards.

(Auother of the series of stories
iabout Alcatraz by P. F. Reed, au-
ithor of “Muzder on Alcatzaz,” will S el
appeir it The Herald and Bxaws-j ,? s LINE SHOWS ROUTE TAKEN BY FLEE;NG comcrs - !

Imer tomorrov.)‘*f T i Widy i &K marks spot of uw tircle are l‘llg,ﬂw_ m ¢

.t . . [
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( [ Mr. ToOBOR cavue -

P e 4 - Mr. Nathar .27
(‘ . ’ (‘ } Mr.E A 1#(-1/
’ ' Mr. ClepR ..oonn -
’ .~ Mr. Colfey caeree-s
- . *) Mr. Crowl. _....or
] . Mr. Eqmn o L.oaen -
I-D! ml.') mwomu Mr, Foxworth ...
- !'O'brllll'.\f 3' 1939 ' Mr. GIBVit ..oooees ;
- Mr. Farbo ...
\J Mr. Lester ... -+
Specisl Agent in Charge - . - ' '
San Francisco, Celifernia "N Gl h S
- '-‘> o . « e e ey --;_‘___‘-‘_.,'_ . 0 ';:_'?“;‘5 el TR LTy o ) e GRSy
T . , Re; nﬂ& . BARKER, a Dag_{decoased)
Pt e “owgr o - DALE\STAMPRILL ccu:{;mn _
Dear Birte =~ Vi e D YOUNG; 'Mﬂn; TR ey SEAW
T ST ST e e T A ]
'  Refersnce is mads $o lstier from San Francisco ¥
Jamuary 23, 1939, requesting information eonceraing The o
following investigation eoncerning the activities af ws pade by B
Special Agent G. Vo Dderst.. . . T T -
o . o b D
- In connection with 1t wmas noted in §
es Division £ile . 2
A
£)
=4
and during the interview he was ¢ g
purpose of the interview was 5
Details of the information wnj e
reported separa above-men-
- adviséd that he bad been born and raimdiris MATIC
California, and had come to Los Angeles about six years agp, and
Los Angeles he had been iz the bookie business; that his parents
bis brother, still reside in San Franclsco, his father beln;
and his brother
I yu% &2
) H-um that he had not been to San Francisco since about Feb-
935, and on that occasion he drove his father back te San Frangisco from
1ey, his father having made an oxtended holiday wisit with
1o . On this occasion, he advised, be arrived in San Frencisco sven-
t late the next day, and at that time stayed with his brother
As to other absences from Ios Angeles during the past year,
that approximately six months ago he made & one-day trip %o

, to see adout the purchase of a cafe, but negotiations
baving been made. He also stated that several months 830 he had nade &

- Chula Vista, Californis, to look after some gambling lrpresis; and that
<o about se weoks ago he had made & trip to Aguz Caliente, Mexico. Bayond this,
ce he stated, he could not recall of his being oul of the Ios Angeles .
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i : q-;lao rentioned that en pmioil occasions while iz Sen
isco he stoppe

yran b1~
L] at the New Fillmore Hotel, which is & residential hotel near '

, Frﬂﬁomo, but on bis last trip to San Francisco in February 1938
U] not stop at this hotel. : ‘ ' o LA, DA T P AR o

-

TR T g,
During the conversation, wheoffes veing questioned as to pos-

aible parties whom of the case mentioned might contact in San
Francisco, he advis ¥ probably would visit in the vicinity of Eall
‘and Kllis Strests where the g element of San Francisco hang ]_{F%' and that

" the only specific nawe which he could recall as to individuals we o the .
gaabling and wnderworld circles was & FICK CONSAKTINE, whom he stated he bad not
seen for the past eight or nine years. He also mentioned the name of BILL LYONS
and the NC DONOUGH brothers, bail bond brokers. In this connection he stated
that his San Francisco oomtacts were rether limited because of the long peried
of time be had bean absent from San Francisco and the infrequency of his visits

theres. b’b

| During the g cars NP sdvisod, be had resided at
and soved frox there tothe :
ut two we 250, inasmuch as 80 such pressure bad been pla ies re-

cently in Loa Angeles, he baving been arrested twice within the past six weeks.

i.n‘t..'orvi.u‘r with [,7:;'
e

" Agent Dierst, under the sass pretext ss used in the

bad resided en the second
b or the past two years recently, and that the only time
ghe knew of his being amay from 1os Angeles was about & year a e drovs
his father to San Francisco, and also in sbout July 1938 when X &
week! ion and went to Reno, Mevada, She further advised that from tise to
t would have numsrous pecple at his apartaent but thay ware alwys ...
very quiet, and she never becane acquainted with any of them. - . . .- A?’J

' 1s0 stated that the -apartnar'li'orx(.\m“llr was rentsd by
s woman who gave her name &s nd that after being in the apart- i/¢

men short time R0 . stated she 4id not believe this was
e, but ina¥¥uch as they were good tenanis and always paid their rent

~‘ not make any noiss, she bad pever inquired into their personal lives, and
| it was her understanding that a few weeks ago this H:ho represented /7.
berself to be the wife of was supposed to have gone Chicago. ‘

176
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average of at least two or tizes & week, and ing the past s erouht
months did not know vingbunoutetthnlmlngohum.m L
E rnrthu', be did mt know Ay contacts whi had In Stn runc:hoa K

is to the information £ P rowsver, it might be -
poted thetfIPs the wrpica andhils he sesnsd to be
inocooporatinnoodthoroudnmbt as to thhtnromtmmh

rolitdnpon : . o Yo ,z'

i

. S R . ,;4 ‘._2" *

o There botng 0 further i.nveatigluon in Ahis teFritery, this case u o
being eonaidorod ufcrrod upon completion to &hc arrm of ori:.ln

- . .:_ ;‘ . -
- - . . - . -u’ Y L T L L Pt r A MPmams mment o s .‘_n-.. L g* ,.u— EAPSE R -

?ory truzr yours,

L 4

'. I

» . "lL c_ ZMER . '_.I . -_:_;‘_‘_‘_‘l :
. o R . 8pecill ‘gent in Mp SRR .
QVDaES - e s

‘ B 23 - ST . F T TCIN - DI
B - . . N o 4 N .
cc L. Ao T WL TE L
. . - N . aoe
.
N
'




WA b s B B P Bt e e R e s e

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1
'l"?:lrI:lCNA(;EIORIGINATHDAT SAN FRANCISCO, lCALIm _ ni.iﬂo. 7%6=34"7 :
' fm-olrrnm:xr _ o DATEwHEN MADE | pEmiDDFOR | marorr MaDEBY - Q ".‘; o l
San Fremcisco . - | 2/4f39 . 1/18,19-21, 23;‘ s.n-hﬁi”’ MuA T
. v 9'7,3!.]—3% R R e ’.:.—_;,.;_,‘-:‘7_-*; .
o p¥E  ARTHUR E.% elias DOC, - - . O . m"m"““, Lo i -"“w "’-f"‘"-
‘- (Decessed), m.n%rmm. RUFUS !lcC.AIH, L mcapmgmm mwms
_HENRYO'!'OUM, vILI.IAMonARTIﬂ v A L | Bnr "y hf'i:'; "G.':" . g

authorit:lea at Alcatrdz, -

Thie 1nvestigation 13 predicated upon ‘an Oral request

BYNOPSIS OF FACTS: J‘A}EES mxm'r, Director of Bureeu ot Prism, RN
) . . requested gonfidential investigation of ome APy
] Y &mployod ag prison guard at .. P4 -

N\ Alcatraz, particularly as to his activities . . '
;«‘&.. : during Dec. 1938 and Jan, 1939 wben he was om ...
‘ " annuel leave., Information developed at San e
st J> " Prancisco reflgcts nsme furnishe frector . . 0
- ya d Probabl IJ'*/ v
\ ~\. N € 177J e
" N who know reveals he was recently re-- P
N leased from Folsom State Prison and last heard L
0’- .. .. . ... of at Los Angeles. FPAT SULLIVAN reported to .. - ,,
be conducting rooming houses Mission Dimerict,
Sen Francisco, fether of HARRY SULLIVAN, now
_'l‘ serving sentence at Alcatraz ab #198. Mo )
L’ Tt further infermation obtaino& ‘from priuon noe i

. - - [ ) L - . Do e T e PRI
e N ' L AT s . A . 3 . con aE -
A - . o - et ’g ] - ar i
. . . . E T v 2
} A . wP - . o LI
Ll . .: -
X

e b LT s ’ o "-',‘

DETATLS: ' This is a joint report of Special .Agent .A.. E. FARLAND
and reporting Agent. : . L
e muczsco, CAI.IFDRNIA e

y mdo by J'AMES BENHE'I'I‘, Director of the Bureau of Prisons. dur'lng -:;

e s e . A
N : el
ot ' ' % b -.-‘g?f
- o SR RN
: w LD : B / ﬂézlﬁ S
APPROVED Al v

. BPECIAL AGENT PE——
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his r8cent visit et Alcatraz with reference to the attempted escape -
on Jepuary 13, 1939 by subjects in this case. Nr. EENNETT raquestod e

" investigation bésed on confilential informatibn Turpished Rim by, :-.
certain iomates whoss psmes he &id not divulge to the effect that.
- Prison Guard had proba‘bly lidod in tho escape of ',
) __Gubjoet'o . - 1 _'-.",.'.',} :1. N ": q:‘ Ar ,‘,‘ A '.
I 5’."*‘.- fa.-v + S 1‘:.. X AN

. { R s
L R i e mnm'r stateﬂ he bed © taenrially wl: e
‘ ". “trom one of these 1ndiﬂdualo information hd ;" :
- " been "kiting® info for BARKER and possibly o %
“ 4nformation was thnmas to help or had in naking * ¥4

- “econtmct ashore for and his companions, eft the pri.
on snnual leave on December 23, 1938 an

rom leave and ,_.._‘“ LT

reported for duty on Jemuary 16, 1939. laimed his home was - - -~ ..’
1n_ end that that’ ere he lpent hs vacetion.

S “ Mp. BENNETI'S inforiaticn further mas + * £ 71’1‘1
was getting the payoff and hed made arrangements with somsone,
unknown, at the Senator Hotel at Reno, Hevada; that the Ford Apu't- o
ments located at 3rd and Miseion Streets, San Francisco, are T
. operated by one PAT SULLIVAY, who is reported to own that apartunt

buildi everal others in thet vicinity apd thet a former convict
nam out of nworth Annex, is & friend of SULLIVAN,

was tha was making a conte SULLIVAN and .
at the Ford Apartments; tbat SULLIVAN and ) - SN

iii i
pos8ibly be the payoff for BARKER, Mr. BENNEIT!S tion was
thet PAT SULLIVAN hed romerly been eonnectod r.lth the San rranﬂhoo

Policc Dopartmont. ? ) - A .:.‘ R e

e o me e -

e X

e A T records at the penitontinry reﬂeet that- j «
worked aoveral nights in the cell block. S
. d7e

BAROLD FONTAINE'S (Alcatraz

Yy reported to reside
' 25 been receiving mail from XO waich wes "kited" out of the
prison, Mr, EENNETT further stated that FONTATNE had talked to

and stated thet he wented to

’ , ¥R, BENNEIT states the mail was. _
#kited" as FONTAINE has not had mail priﬂ.legas :l'or the paat 18 montha. T
IONTAIH'E hu applied for meil privilegu. g v BN

- L - - - N -y - " R "2 o L
I -f."" PR B e T W B S XS ATRE S G R S PRSI P




L :
e . i Mr, HENNETT reayestsd i t”%g ool
*uﬂ be discreetly interviewsd ' i:v ¥
=  Tor the purpos asking then whether they had heard from HAROLD © & ..k’ |

. JONTAINE, Alcatraz 53, without asking them, mnlegs nscessary, wh'e%hg'&f A
+. : ~.+»they had received any mail from HAROLD and when, and again stated ’-. i
f*'- - .:that Af they had heerd from him in'the past 18 months, the letterg: .7

>

" %hey received were “kited" ' also reguested that 1f R
© 7 wer located, to askm been in St. Louis and where el
P was located, He , told him pleinly he believed prisonm .’ .
" authorities were holding out on bis maily . . - 50 .- PO I i S TR

; - ‘With regard to the above request, bo leads ere -
being set out at this time, unless instructed to the eontirery by - :
the Bureau, in view of the fact that the investigation has disclowed .
that Mr, BENNEIT!S gource of information probably was unreliable, s
7 Further, it is not believed that a general investigation looking to” 3
““possible mail-kiting activities of eny of the prison pérsomnel = . ¥

* would be of particular value in this investigation, e *- L

_ - Mr, BENNETT stated a former imte's— bl
.. address not given {irmmste being named LOCMIS) had received a payoff ~~-—
for some favor extended end had written a letter to AL CAPONE, be-
lieving it came from him,thenking him for the money, Mr, BENNETT
stated this letter received was a "kite", '

e e o R s T R TRF Sy
T

- Cmmea e P

Mr., BENNETT further stated the records reflect
ALFRED N. LOOMIS was transferred from Alcatraz December 2, 1935 to -, & =
Leavenworth; that his minimum discherge date was December 14, 1935 - AR
and that he has since besn involved in further trouble ani is mow e
reported to be an inmate at the Folsum State Prison, Represa, Calif,
He requested that the records of that prison be exmmined and that b7c
LooMI St eddress be obtained, so might be interviewed,

. c . T U AT NG

- This lead will likewlse not be povered, unless . : % <.
instruoted by the Bureau to the econtrary, for the same reasons as set .
out hereinabove, - S Ee o e e

_ 47

R """ Director BENNETT rther stated th&t-ay « T
75 %% " have had deslings with Guard#o coritact PHIL RYAN, ons -
f . pals while he was in-prison, The records reflect that PHIL ;'

- . -

N A
R AR

 RYAN hes since been transferred to the Prison Tor Defective Delinquents.
located at Springfield, Missouri, - SR e e R e e

e R T PRI

""-" A A further request was made by Mr, BENNETT _ascertain
ko resmw“ §7e
: & post office box in the Poat Uffice at San Francisco,
or

s5Tbly Onklend, although he seid nothing sbout Oskland. .

. |80

-

0



At the U, 8, Civil Service Buresu, Mr. BRADFORD,

e _ in charge of records, was inierviewed on January 20, 1 Tor .
@& . ' the purpose of ascerteining whethér or not a4 op U I
-3 . file at that office an application for the pos ard, or ror w

other position. Mr. BRADFORD stated, after making a careful em:l- .

f

- mpation of his files, that there was no record of this individual. .
.. in their files snd that -the files of his: office include
12th Civil Service district, He stated the recorde for ould*
be obtained in Weshington, D C.,.at the Civil Service Furean whers
photograph and racord would be on filc. R T e A

fnquiries were made by Agentis IOT P e of ascertaining . b7
whether one PATRICK J, SULLIVAN, a former police officer, kmown . _

to be operator at thie time of the Ford epariments at 957 Mission _

Inquirias were made of R
gtated SULLIVAN was the =
apartments and that he operatas tha rollowing T
at present, all being in San Francisco: R S

' Granﬂ Central Apts., l4l2 larket Straot
Hele Hotel, 939 Mission Street
Hillsdsle Hotel 51 6th Street
Mint Hotel, 141 5th Street
Potter Hotel, 1288 Mission Street . v, e
Thomas Apt. Hotel, 971 Mission Street

. qmmer stateﬁ that the llint and Ford - L?A
ere havens for ex-convicts end members of ths undemorld and that PAT

' SULLIVAN iz & men sbout 73 years of sge; that he was formerl
. 4 1y as they could rac%
They stated he 18 v
€ we xe nc ¥ e has a son, HARRY SULLIVAN, now serving
a sentence in .Alcatraz on a chnrge ot robbing the U. S. Ila.ils with fire- Lo
AITiBe d . . PR '_‘, ; :

L

' Lol . | 1nquiriea were [;7 J
made as to whether or no €y krew one reported to be very b 7
- - frifendly with PAT SULLIVAN, and reported to be an ex-convict, m X

tated he 4id not know one by thet neme but 41
&n ex~convict
v ascertained that

Penitentiery, kis :
Los Angeles Police Depertment,

;e om0

0

=
=0
P

#

g7

)

¥

3t

o

Sen Francisco -




o Y - o<y
relessed from ¥Folsom State Prison and las rd of at Los Angeles .

"shers he wee running a book and beer joint not been geen im " 1
or around San Frencisco for over a yesar [») -
aciuainted vith him; R |

- s - B e B e AT e LY I Y

At Alcetrsz the records reflect HARRY SULLIVAN, AZ
198, is now serving s sentence of 25 years on & charge of robbery of
U, 5. Meils with firearms, heving been sentenced to 25 years on -
Januery 19, 1929 from the Northern Pistrict of Celifornia at San
Francisco; he waes received at Alcatraz from Leavenworth on September 4, -

1934; for infraction of prison regulations he forfeited 3,000 daye . 1.
good time due him on November 3, 1930. The records reflect his mini- o
muz dgte for discharge es November 1, 1945, end the maximum date as: -

Japuary 27, 1954, FEis record for visitors reflects he is vieited by

his mother or father practically every month; thet Mrs. P. J. SULLI=

VAN, who gives as sddresses 299 Dolores Street end 890 Hayes Street,

both San Francisco, visited him on October 18, 1938 and December 15, . = .
1938, Mo other detes were given for her visits but the records re~ .
flect thet either the mother or the father wisit him once a month.

P, J, SULLIVAN, who gives his addresses as B5 jth "~ .

Street and 936 Mission Street, both San Frapcisco, visited him . 737 =~ ' .
September 15, 1938, November 15, 3938, end Jsnusary 19,_ 1939, -0 e
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Agents made discreet inguiries &t the Post /5 Jo

Ferry Post , or in the Customs House; also in QOakland, - -~
with negative results. It was ascertained that PR
oes mot receive mail through General Delivery : - e e
e56 offices., These inquriss were mede in view of ¥
ormetion furnished Mr, BENNETT was %o the ., -i.’.

st Pny of
the fact thsat

effect the was possidbly "kiting® lettera out of the &3 XD :

penitentiary and bringing *kcitea® into Alcatraz.. ' A
; Whils at Alcatraz on otber official matter, "

Agent A, E, FARLAND made inquiries of Yarden J. A. JOHNSTOR

for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not there were any

new developments in the investigation being conducted in

econnection with the escape of BARKER, ETAL, and Warden JOHNSTON.

edvised thers wers pone, Op Jamuary 3let reporting egent agein - - . 7
contactad Werden JOHNSIDNrelative to any new developments and
the Warden sgsin edvised he was not in possession of any . ..
additionsl information. S

\-,-‘“_ o

T Pendl t of informetion from the- - - e B
Los Angeles office es to no further investigation
is being conducted by the Sen Francisco office.

PRRTEPEFS Y e e -
B ]

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

x

THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE

-~ e

¥ill expedite investigation relating o a

discreet inqui oncernine the metivities during December end 4{ /7 15
Tanvery lest ow a5 requested in San
Francisco letter deted Januery 23, 1959 . .

oret the Inspectors! Office to aécertain whether or . '
not nad & box at the Main Post Office, the .. cum w.vip. .- o
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Ee1 Artr E. Surker, uitn a.un.s *'
(Ceceused); et alj Lscapad
?edexal Priaoners. -t

There 5 atteched hereto a ocopy of the report of
cpecial Agent J. H. Fice, dated at San Francisco, California,
February 4, 1939, in connection with the investigation con-
ducted by this Buresu relative f{o the rejuest nde by yas
curing your recent visit to ucm-az prim S z

You will nota a 1oad is hﬂm.d in 1’.:110 report,

Tequestd tion concerning the activities }7¢
of oue was subsequently interviewed bty
an Ageu- 9 € pureau at which tim# he stated he had not '

been to Sun Francisco, Culiforuis, since Pebruary, 133
whicn time he drove nis fatner thers frou los Angelss,

was inteirviewsed undier the pretexti itnat
-H-%-!iw sl
guestioned aa o ties uca 8 ¥uy thut he believed
rview was
He :I.ndic.am
well ag na..ide ia b ns fataer
bein; das a cod his
brother buing nd resides

Investigation conducted conceraing this particular -
mutier has not disclosed any irregular activities on the basis
of tac silegations amde. As a yesull, no furtaer investigation
will be conducted by this Bureau relstive to tne coaficential
Mforq.utimn fumiahc.d you by cortain i.nlatea of Llcatmz ,:rison.

;¥
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‘- ,-E ,r r‘ r T : et ;. )
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| C kl. 0 ;-:r.nrmn._‘/

- - ’ Mr. E. A. Tamm.._..

L Federal Burean of Jnvestigation , 2. Cleef oo

Mr. Cef'oy Ll

/. Huited Btates Bepartment of Justice Nr. Ceawl oot

e om e m mmem e A i b e

San Franciseoc, Celifornia Mr. Foxw =h ...
February 4, 1939 My, Glav'n .. i

Mr. Les'er .._........

Mr. Mclntive...._....
PERSONAL AND CONF AL Mr. Nichile... ...
Mr. Quin: Tamim....

Director,

Federsl Bureau pf Investigationm,
Washington, D. C.

N, o
o Dear Sir: RE: ARTHUE E.cgﬂRKER aliag DOC (Deceased);
}( DALECSTAMPHILL,, RUFUS“MeCAIN, HENRY

‘ OUNG, WILLIAM N. ESCAPED

/’ FEDERAL PRISONERS

Reference is made to the report of Special
. Agent J. H. RICE, San Francisco, dated February 4, 1939, &nd to
/ v Los Angeles letter to thia office deated Jamuary 28, 1939.

p
v Pursusnt to thg/request of the Director of
© ,  the Buresu of Prisons, Mr, JamesfBennett, ingestigation based
O upon information that he had recélved from &/ponfidential dn-
J formant was conducted es set out in reference report and letter.
-7 Mr. Bennett did not desire to disclose the

identity of his informent, unless it was absolutely necessary;
he did state, howsver, that if it was absolutely necessary the
é, neme of the informant be known, he had instructed Warden J. A.
Yiohnston at Alecatraz to furnish that informstion to us. The in-
lvestigation as conducted by us discloses the probability thst his
v’/ informent is unreliable. R

The reguests to cbeck out the possible mail

"kiting” activities of prison employees were not deemed of import. Lol

to this case, and it appeared to us we would just be running out -~ ° -
l’, a prison problem which, at this time, would have po particular o

connection with the investigzation as it has developed. We also

feel that no further ection should be taken with regerd to running

out & number of leads looking to poasible outside connections of

BAFKER, as suggested by the Director of Prisons, becsuse we would

be doing extensive investigation of matters unrelated to the parti-

cular inguiry being mede s to the Berker escape. We too are still

pot receiving the full confidence of the Werden becauss we have

T U gy

by COEREL BUBEAY OF INvERTIaAd1oY ©

\) COVIES DESTRO¥HR ’ | _,'__-’“__9 \@
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Director y . February 4, 1939
P & C re ARTHUR E. BaRKER ETAL

several times asked him whether or not there have been any new
developments and he has stated there have beenmne; however we

do know from confidential sources that during e check-up end shake~
down which has been going on since the escape, the prison officials
found five bars in the hospitel which had been sawed. It seems to
us that if the proper spirit was being displayed by the Warden

he would tell us of these things, and I do not see why we should
conduct a genersl survey of possible outside leaks on Alcatraez

for the Buresu of Prisons, with the display they have ZIven o
holding out on uas,

I am sure you will esgree with us that if we ere
to make a complete investigation we will have to have &1l the
facts and know everything that is going on, and the matter of
discretion es to what 1s &nd ig not important should be left to
us as investizators, and not to the Warden s& his desires dictate,
We, therefore, are not conducting any Turther investization with
reference to the phase of inquiry requested by the Director of
Prisons, other than the lead set out for the Los Angeles Office in
report of reference,

The matters concerning the reguests of the
Director of Prisons have been included in reference report, and a
separatse report is being submitted, copiles of which will nscessarily
go to the United States Attorney, on other investigative matters,
including the coroner's verdict on Barker's death, and pertinent
details which will affect his decision on prosecution.

Yery truly yours,

NILP:MLA
76-347
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B s Yedbruary 7, 1939, signed by L. O, Mills, Chie
BRI Clerk, requesting thres photostatic eoples o
/ declaration shest sizned by ARTHUR nﬂm

[

T

25”' -.
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Plesss be ndvtud that I haye had :
photostatic coples mads of this shest and tho-

ey 0_!:

"hh
N “6“' 3

original tozether with the coplos are romrdod -
b.Mth “ m G T e -r‘- o P : _.?'.;‘-'- - ~"_

. "ory tnly_ yours,
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. M BYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA ON —;*0;3,/
Form N.o-. b 1 : ; . ‘%“.g‘q 'l::j"
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO , -' lm?no 76‘31; é_“. ,‘..'.
{ nEPoRT MADEAT .. . _ PATE WHEN HADK -] FERIOD PO - Wpreed 8 '
SEY FRANCISCO - | 3/21/%9 - '3/'7739"' )
{ ™ ARTHUR E. BARKER aua&mﬁ. (Dacmed).
1 DALE-STAMPHILL, RUFU$-McCAIN, -
| Ry rousa, v-mn.u&amu

¥

' R
Final nedicsl report of death of ARTHUR BARm R
Alcatraz Number 268 furnished by ROMNEY M. RITCEIE,
_ Chief Medical Officer Alcatraz which reflects subject B
A BARKER died at 5.40 P.M. 1/13/39. Copy of Coromer's .. ...~
. L report obtained. ' U.S.Attorney, San Francisco advises
P gl prosecution in this case held in abeyance. o L‘.!
: o . =0
B, Zme ™ Oup
. o e e e e . e e e e A P . .
/-/ =1 g Sé -
: 23T Ou
REFLRENCE: Report of Special Agent in Charge EE D T
L N, J, L. PIEPER, Sen Francisco, AR S el
' ifornt . 2L e 4
' Californie, 1/17/39 ;r;:l Z 27
-~ o -
J-M‘s,‘:u{- o 8
DETATILS: . - AT ALCATRAZ PENI‘I‘N‘I‘IAIH - = "‘ g

.DR. ROMNEY M. RITCHIE, Surgeon. Chlef Modical Ofﬁcer, Alcatraz
Prison. was interviewed and a request wes made for his final report on the death
of ARTEUR E. BARKER Number 268, Alcatraz Penitentiery.

DR. RITCHIE furnished a memorandum to the Warden dated 1/14/39
v'hich he signed and this is quoted as follows:
CO.'PIES DESTROYED

pa—

"pited States Pub].ic Eaalth Serﬂce ,
a 'g. S. Penitentiary, Alcatraz, Calii‘ornia.
. ’!.-‘ mum 14 1939.' ’ Lo = 'r_.“. .‘:;',-" a yren i"
215 Sep 9 1966 e T T L T
";p:‘?xgo w BrECIAL AGENT . . nono’rm_trrlmhm::njn.u -. - \ ‘
L : - A
( L1 475 I4IMAR27193g"
HES OF THIS REPORT
~Bureau :
-St, Paul y<
1-Oklshoma City

Y
1-Chicago

L 3-Sen-dranclsso.

h "ut 2 Zf‘ M
o
1-§eattle

w w
o,
1 J.S._f'_x. Sen Francisco
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MEMORANDU T0 THE WARDEN: .‘

. - . . T I R L ..
o PN . Tas «

LI ARTHUR BARKER, 26842" s"

This will 1nrorm you that’ abova captioned inmate who came -

" to the hospitel yesterday morning with injuries mentionsd in a PTBVIOus f?}&

nemorandum, showed a gradual loss of strength during the day and died ;
et 5.4C PM last night. S L R L SEACE

When first brought in he wes greatly conrused but partly
conscious end compleined of pain in the left leg, which was broken and of
beings cold. Later on during the morning he was restless in bed and would’
rally to look mround him but made no etatement or gave any indicetion that -
ke understood the situetior mors then to realize st times his own precarious
physical condition. Everything possible wes done to improve his eondition *-
and DR, E. ¥, TOWNSEND of the U.S.Merine Hospital wes c¢alled in consultetion.
During the afterpoon he became more restlese end confused snd was constantly

rolling sbout in bed. Fis circulation dbeceme weaker more rapidly during

the efternocn and bis bresthing more lebored sapnd it was reslized that he
probebly would not survive the night. A spinsl puncture revealed a large
amount of blood in the Spinel Fluid showing that there was bleeding into
the cranisl cavity resulting from a skull frscture, His conditlon showed -
li{¢tle chapge after 3,00 P, M, uvntil 5.30 P.M. ¥vken he became rapidly'norse
end in spite of stimulants died at 5. LC P.M.

Cause of death: Fracture of skull. _ - i! ’ u;;l ’
Respectfully,

BOMNEY M, FITCHEY, Surgeop'
Chief Medical Officer®

- This memorandum is being retained in the riles of tha Shn
Francisco Field Orrice. R . . g B

' -

Loan "

.J. . _"' ) __; N

At the COroner's Dfrice. QOpy of the rindings of the Goroner'a -
Inquest, dated 1/24/39 was obteined which furnishes findings of the o
Coroner?s Jury and also gives the names of the Coroner's jurors. The -

originsl of the seme 1s belng reteined in the files of this office:



“CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN I’RAFDISGO. i -
- STATE OF CALIFORNIA ' T

- . e . -y e
B L - L, e Liebe e, A

INQUISITION takan at coroner'u Gohrt on the 24th day of Jemuary, '_ . _
1939, before ‘1‘&03. B. W, m. ¥.D. Coroner of mid City and Gount" : -’."*i-_‘ :
upon the oath of 8 quelified jurors who, being duly summoned snd sworn o . -
to inguire into all the circumstences ettending the death of ARTHUR = ...
BARKFR end by whom the same was produced, and in whet mennsr arpd when =
snd where the said deceased caxme to his deeth, do sey u;oon tha:lr oa‘chs ESE
aforesaid: : T

That the said ARTHUR BAREER, mesls, white, single, sbout 39 years
olid, occupstion, leborer, netivity, unknown, residence, Alcetraz Islenmd,
came to his desth on Jemuary 13, 1939, on Alcetraz Islend, fram shock . . ~~
and hemorrhage following gunshot wounds of head and thigh (left), e
specimens to toxicologist; negetive for elcohol, Specimens to patholo-
gist: Gunshot wound of the heed with contusion of the brain end brain
hemorrhage, treunstic, '
\ 45 we further’tind: CoTom T o T

thet the said ARTHUR BARKER met his death attempting to escepe

from Aleatrez Prison from gunshot wounds inflicted by guards unknown.
From the evidence at hand, we, the jury, bellave this escape was msde
possible by the failure of the system for guerding prisoners now in use
o 8t Alcetraz Frison end we recommend e drsstic improvement by those in
. . euthoritye. Further, thet e more efficient system be sdopted for
" {liuminetion of shores end weters immedjetely surrounding the prison; that
the citzens of Sen Franciasce unite in en effort to have & more suitable
location for imprisomment of the type of desperados at present boused at
Alcatraz, ,, :

IN WITKESS W EREOF the said uoroner and the Jurors aforesaid have to this ‘
Ingquisition set their hends end seals on the date thereor.

) a/s GHLS J’. HcmN Foranan Sl
o 8/s = R. WLLLIAMSON S . I A U
T. C. CAIN - : : o R S
S. SPIELLFR S - e R
A. W. LUNDSTROM - o L -
K. D. mm Co . 4 o A‘ '-’“ . "_I LT .
GEC, C. CORY, "~ Approved ~ THOS. B, W. LELAND, M,D,
COROIER,™

o
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This matter wes presented to the U,S.Attorney FRANK J.
EEJNESSY, for the purpose of ascerteining whether or not he eon-n
templated prosecution of the other subjects in this cese. MR,
HENNESSY advised thet he had taken the matter up with the Lttarn.y
' General's Office and that he hsd raceived a reply %o holﬂ proucution Ry

.in this cese 1n ebeyanee. L A ,_.:- .f § L g
IR SR LT 2y ' " o ;-'3 "I_’,,, b O 2
UNDEVELOPED I.EADS. T A 'f.; LR Do -

~ 'JHE SLN FRANCISCO FIPLD OH’ICE IIII.L keep I.n eonuct tith
the U.S.Attorney's Office and if prosecution is suthorized e report
w%ill be sutmitted furnishing the results of prosecution,
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Ly During the investigation conducted by the Sen L - U ;
) Francisco Office relative to the recent sttemptsd escepe B

\ from Alcatras Penltentiary By Dog ‘Barker and others, em - -
g Ageut had oscksion to review the rindings of the Coronar's

Jury which investigsted the destd of Doc Barker. The =
following quotation teken from the ruport of the Coroper's

Jury dated Janueasy 24, 1939, 4s of interests el g

el

» e

T ; i
. . e
¢ A R -

find we further fivfi- - 2 TE T,

that the scid ARTHUR BARKER met bis desth sttempting .
to escape from Alcatras Prison froa gunshot wounds inflicted ty
guards unkpo¥n. Froa the evidence at band, we, the jury, believe -
this esccpe was made possible by the feilure of the systen for e

priscuers nov in uss stGilcatrer Prison and we recommend
s drestic lmprovement by those 41 outhority, Yurther, thet e
more efficient systen be sdoptaed for 11lusination of sbores and -
ssters immediately surrounding the prison; that the citissns of
San Francisco unite in an sffort to bave & moOre suitable location -
for imprisoment 5T the type of deaperados at present housed at .
Alcatras,” = o L T
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- % JOMNEDGAR HOOVER ) ) -
* DIRECTOR : ()

: . - Federal Bureau of Investigation

A

Hnited Btates Department of Justice
MWashinoton, B. ..

February . 4, 1939
MEMORANDIM

RE: ALCATRAZ ESCAPE

On Jenusry 13, 1939, at 8:00 AM, Special Agent in Chsrge
N. J. L. Pieper of the San Francisco Office telephonicelly communicated
with Mr. E. A, Tamm stating five prisoners who had been missing from
the prison at Alcatrsz had been located on the beach on the islend having
been successful in getting outside the confines of the Penitentiary.
Approximstely one hour later, Mr. Pieper celled the Bureau furnishing
information indicating that &ll five escapees had been returned to the
prison, He named the five individue&s who attempyd to escape as being
Arthur~Barker, Dave otamphill, Rufus McCein, Henry Young, and Killism
Martin {dolored). At that time Mr, Pieper declared that Arthur Barker
and Dave Stamphill had been wowded bui from the informetion obtained
it was his understanding the other three prisoners were all right.

D

At 10:00 AM on Januery 13, 1939, Mr, Bennett, Director of the
Bureau of Prisons, cslled Mr., Foxworth at the Bureau advising of the
attempt which five prisoners made to escape from Alcatraz thet morning.
Mr. Bemnett further sdvised that the Warden of the Penitentiery had
notified the San Francisco Office of the FBI requesting their coopera-
tion in the investigation. He likewise indicated that he might heve to
go to San Francisco himself concerning this matter. Mr. Bennett in
addition furnished a copy of a news release which he had furnished to
representatives of the press.

At epproximetely noon on January 13, 1939, the Director tele~
phoned Special Agent in Charge Pieper at 8an Francisco informing him
that the Department wants a thorough investigation made of this matter &nd
instructed Speciel Agent in Charge Pieper to call him directly as soon as-
he received eny comprehensive information. At that time, Mr. Pieper
informed he had already sent two Agents to Alcatraz and he himself was
proceeding to thet point within a short while.

On the basis of informztion telephonicelly communiceted to
the Director from Mr. Pieper, the following date ip _conmection with the

attempted escape are set forth: ‘:;-
-(N'DFY\ - - 3 '
| Skt - am s ey
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There are three prison count checke made during the night
et Alcatraz, the first et midnight, the second at 3:00 AM and the third
at 6:00 AM. On the morning of Jamuary 13, 1939, the 3:;00 AM count was
made and everybody was accoumted for. At approximately 3:35 AM, howeverf
one man wes missing from the "D® cell block which i the isolation ward
where the five men who attempted to escape were located. The prison S
guard immedietely notified the prison administration as per instructions
without waiting to see if any more prisoners were missing. At 3:42 AM, l
an actual count of the tier was mede end iﬁ?found thet five men were
missing., At 4:01 AM the general alsrm whistle blew and the San Franc1acd
Office of the Bureau was notified as were other law enforcement agencies
in San Francisco. At 4:10 AM Barker and Stemphill were sighted on the
shore at Alcatraz and by 4330 AM &1l ¢f the remsining prisoners who
attempted to escape were sighted. At 5:18 AM Barker was sent to the
hospital et Alcatraz and at 5:21 AM Stamphlll was similarly confined.
At 5:36 all five of the priscners had been returned to the prison and
&t 6:00 AM the count showed all prisoners eccounted for.

Eech of the prisoners had been confined in separate cells and
it wes later discovered two of the bers on the door had been sawed and i
filed smooth. Each prisoner escaped through his own cell door and crossed |
the corridor of the cell block to the window on the outside well where a
bzr had been broken loose and an ocutside window with steel framing hed
been cut out. It was by this measns that the prisoners reached the outside.
One of the prisoners who attempted to escape and was subsequently saved
from drowning, William Mertin, informed that each of the five prisoners
had worked on the bers in his respective cell and the window during night
end day. It wes likewise learned that the escape was plenned by Barker
end had been ready for at least & month and their only reason for waliting
was for the right fogey night. The cell bars had been covered from time
to time by paint mix2d with floor wax instead of putty which is the usual
practice in such attempts as this. When the sawing of the bars was com-
pleted, the blades were thrown into the lavatories so that any search of
the cells would not disclose the blades. The heavy bar on the inside of
the outside wall window is mede of steel and could not be cut, in view
of which the prisoners pried it loose with an instrument they had made,
known as a screw-jack. The use of this screw-jeck caused a tension
which snapped the bars several times. It was determined that the saws
and screw-jack were emuggled into the isoletion ward meny weeks ago by
Stamphill who later committed & violation of the rules as a result of
which he, too, was pleced in the isolation ward into which he had already
smuggled the tools to be used in effecting the escape. The saw blades
went through prison inspection in view of the fact that they were glued
into musicel instruments believed to be mouth harps.

LI



It was the plen of the five prisoners to get away on a raft
which they had crudely made from lumber end driftwood readily obtain-
able upon the shores of Alcatraz Island. The raft wes tied together
with sheets torn in strips. : :

Barker and Stamphill were gighted first and refused all
orders to halt, upon which they were immediately fired upon. McCain
and Young were apprehended without injury and Martin was pulled ocut
of the water at a point very near to that point of the island which
is pearest to San Francisco. Barker died on the evening of January 13,
1939. Stemphill was wounded on the outer part of the upper thigh with
another wound a little lower down on the internzl surface of the thigh
and another wound still lower on the external side of the right leg
above the ankle, It was learned that efter he wes apprehended Barker
exclaimed to one of the guards, "I am crazy as helll! I should never
have tried itl" .

It has been learned from informstion received, a similar
breek had been planned by the prisoners detailed to the kitchen of
Alcetraz prison, and in connection with this plenned escape, it was
the intention of the prisoners to seize some of the women and children
&t the island. The Special Agent in Charge of the Sen Francisco Qffice
was immediztely instructed to advise Warden Johnston of the informztion
in the possession of the Buresu indicating there are numerous knives
in the possession of the prisoners in the cells at Alcatraz and also
the proposed break to be mede by the kitchen crew. 47

?
SR .,
stzted that the OCK i85 & Vely spot end that some weeks &ago

he made & report on this situation setting out the fact that he could

not see the guard on the gun gallery and thet the man on the gun gellery
could not see him., If this condition existed, it may offer an explans-
tion to some extent as to why the prisoners were able to carry on the
saving of the bars in the windows without being noticed by the guards. ‘

In connection with the edminfistration angles &t the prison,
it appears that the Deputy Warden, Mr.\Miller, has definitely not main-
tained good relztions with his subordinates and does not tell the Warden -
of the Penitentiary all of the information which comes to his attention:
by reason of his position as Deputy VWarden. It is understood that the
gusrds heve from time to time made reports on certain conditions but
when furnished to Mr. Miller he has often taken them as personal criti-
cisms which mekes the guerds appear foolish in performing their duties in
front of the prisoners, He also indicated the "D" cell block, used for
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isolation purposes is considered by many &s an idesl place by reeson

of tne ventilation end reading material. From the informetion developed,
it would not eppear that anyone connected with the prison administration
at Alcetraz has been corrupt although there appears to be & question of
persons in administrative position failing to properly handle the

guards, resulting in & breakdown of morele. )

In his letter dated January 14, 1938, tne Specizl Agent in
Cherge of the San Francisco Office furnished the Bureau with an album
prepered of photograpns taken subsequent to the attempted escape. Four
sets of these photograpns were made and forwarded to the San Francisco
Difice.

In his conversstion with the Director on January 14, 1939,
Mr. Pieper stated the situation in the isolation section almost makes
that section similar to & country club. It appeers thet the adminis-
trative officers of the prison appear to bargain with the prisoners,
gllowing them to be in any cell they desire or next to enyone they wish
just as long as they behave, Mr. Pieper further disclosed the kitchen
was thoroughly sesrched but nothing of value was found, although a
meter box saw was located in the paint shop, together with & putty knife
with & saw blede on one end of it. ’ - T

On Januery 16, 1939, the Director instructed the Special Agent
in Charge at San Francisco to prepere tvo more volumes of the photographs
as well as two more copies of the chart and forward them to the Bureau.
Mr. Pieper stated that Agents Rice and Farland were continuing toeir
investigetion et the island. He likewise revealed thet Mr, Bennett of
the Bureeu of Prisons was there and desired to have Agent Farlend present
on tne following day when questions were being asked, Mr. Pieper advised
both Mr. Bennett and Mr.|Schilder ere living on Alcatraz Islend.

ormed he had obtained a copy of the éiﬁ%&
letter written by steting it was impossible to see the

cells in Block "D" of the isolation section from the guard stand, this

letter being deted January 9, 1939. He further disclosed that several

saw bledes and enother hand-jack' had been found in the isolation section -
although nothing hes developed from the megnet sesrch as the drains go

down to the ocean at & steep angle.

Mr. Piep

' In his teletype dated Januery 17, 1939, the Special Agent in
Cherge of the Sen Francisco Office stated a report had been dictated
and should be received at the Bureau by Thursday noon, January 19, 1939.

6
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He indicated that no additional information had been developed
althouch the inquiry with prison authorities was still proceeding.
The prisoners interrogsted have refused to make any statement to
Director Bennett and the search for tools of escape has been
negetive although the search is being continued. Mr. Pleper
concluded by stating his investigation is substantially complete.

On January 13, 1939, upon receipt of the original
information as to the attempted escape a memorandum was prepered
outlinin~ briefly the sentences in connection with which these
five inaividusls were sentenced to the United States Penitentiary
at Alcatrez Island. Also ettached to this memorandum are
photographs of the prisoners together with copies of their criminal
records.

On Jenuary 18, 1939, the Special Agent in Charge of the
San Francisco Jffice telephonically communicated with the Director,
at which time he steted thet Mr. Bennett, Director of the Bureau of
Prisons, had fideritial Informstion indicating thet a guard by the b Jc
name of is possibly & contact man who worked between ’
Doc Barker &nd somebody on the shore. Mr. Bennett requested the
Burean to ascertain whether or not there were any contacts made
by this guerd and whether or not he acted as a contact man between
the inside of the prison and the outside. The source of Mr,
Bennettls information is not available, although Mr. Benneti was
in & conference Tith convicts in the hospital all day, January 18th.
The Director instructed Mr. Pieper to proceed with this investigation, -
but e“fort should be mede to obtain the source of Mr. Bennett's
information.

By letter dated January 16, 1939, the Special Agent in
Charge of the Sen Francisco Office transmitted a personal and
confidential letter to the Director, in which he outlined
informetion developed as & result of the investigation conducted
st Alcatraz subsequent to the escape. His letter was broken down
into different divisions as mentioned herein.

MORALE AT ALCATRAZ ISLAND _ £7C-’ J
7

In this connection qitterly accused the
-Verden and Deputy Tiarden of belng responsible for the treuble,

claiming that it is due to a lack of proper administration.
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PRSI AN S Y. R P O I SULA VN P VTSP U S S Y

¢ O

-6 -

THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS

b7“J
Information from Frevealed thet the b7d
prisoners could "bargain' wi e Deputy “arden, who would make

8 deel with them to grant them certain wishes in retwrn for their
not causing any disturbances. In this connection it was also
mentioned relative to the Cole-Roe escape by one of the guards,
that the guard on duty in the model tower had his hand in a cast
and it would have been impossible for him to shoot.

FEAKNESSES IN D BLOCK ISOLATION

Under this section Mr. Pieper outlined e letter written  A7C
by on Januery 9, 1939, directed to the Warden, in which b'l'ocl
ne submitted for the latter's considerstion three items which he
deemed necessary to further the security of the institution.
£lso pointed out thet his duties on the west gun gallery are 50
explicit and confining and that the of ficer on duty has to do
certain little things which allow the men in isolation to be
utterly uncbserved on occasions for possibly one and & half
hours at & time.

MEANS OF GETTING TOOLS INTQ CELL_BLOCKS

With regard to this classification Mr. Fieper explained
thet tools of escape might be brought into cell blocks through the
kitchen or kitchen basement, as there are & number of cell block .
orderlies working eround in thst area constantly.

MATSRIAL AVAILABLE TO MAKE ESCAPE TOOLS

It is pointed out there is &n unlimited source of materiel
for escane tools, particularly in the various shops. 4s a result
of the shakedovm different saw blades and other tools of escape were
located.

ALARMS

It appears thet jmmediately folloving word of the escape

“the fire alarm was sounded in addition to the regular escape siren,

yhich caused a number of the officials on the island to believe a
fire was in progress. It was learned that three men obtained the
fire truck, but when they reached the canteen they were turned back,
efter being advised it was an escape rether then a fire.
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WEAKNESSES STILL APPARENT )7 5,7 A.

q&rised that his information indicates that
the orisoners in the power house are getting ready to go. Mr. Pieper

discloges that this rumble was picked up by Agent Farland and
himgelf several months ago.

A copy of the above mentioned personal and confidential
letter was sent to the Attorney General and to Honorable Jeseph B.
Keenan, The Assistant to the Attorney General. A copy was also
transmitted to the Director of the Bureau of Prisoners, with the
suggestion that the information contained therein relative to the
jdentity of various employees be handled in & most discreet manner.

The report of Special Agent in Cherge Pieper, dated
at Sen Francisco, California, Jeruary 17, 1939, was received at
the Burean on Jamuary 19, 1939. This report contains information
secured as & result of signed statements furnished by various
guards at the Penitentiary. A copy of this report was likewise
furnished to the Director of the Buresu of Prisons.

The San Francisco Office &lso furnished two additional
albums conteining vearious photographs showing different points
of interest on the island. One of these albums was forwarded to
the Attorney General. In the album retained -at the Bureau,
photographs of the five subfects were included on the last page.
Coples of these photographs were also forwarded to the San Francisco
Office, pursuent to the request received: from that Division.
By personal and confidentisl letter dated Jamuary 26,

1939, the San Francisco Office advise that contact had been had
with Warden Johnston of the Penitentiery, who stated that there were
no new developments. The Warden was specifically asked concerning
nev developments for the purpose of seeing whether or not he would
reveal informetion relative to developments as a result of the
shakedown which was still in progress at Alcatraz. It hed been
learned confidentially thet during the check up that had been
going on during the escape, five bars in the Hospitel were found to
have been sawed, This information had reached the San Francisco
Office from various confidential sources, but the Warden at the

. 3 Penitentiary hed not seen fit to furnish that information to the
RS Azents, elthough he wes not questioned point-blenk concerning

: thie discovery. It is further indicated that it is the general

(11
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opinion of the guards that nothing will come of the investigation
made by Mr. Bennett, it being their opinion that the investigation
is nothing more or less than a "white wash".

Mr. Pieper elso furnished a copy of an editorial from
the ¥an Francisco News, wherein a coroner's jury urges the Government
to find & "more suiteble location" then Alcatrez Island to imprison
its worst murderers, kidnapers, etc.

In conclusion Mr. Pieper stated that the investigation
conducted &t the request of Mr. Bennett looking to the possible [ /e
connection of Gue_xx_'gw has not materialized, and a
report will be submitted as goon as the Los Angeles Office has
comnleted the investigation in its district.

By letter dated January 26, 1939, the San Francisco
Office furnished a letter and papers received from a Miss Frances
Held of Apertment 311, 2709 West Pico Street, Los Anrceles, California.
It is the opinion of the San Francisco Office that there is nothing
in this letter to indicate that it ceame from an inmate at Alcatraz.
Photostatic copies of the letter have been prepered and forwarded to
the San Freancisco and Los Angeles Field Divisions.

By memorandum to the Director of the Bureau of Prisons,
deted darch 8, 1939, the Bureau furnished a copy of the report of
Special Agent J. H. Rice, dated at Sen Francisco, Californie, February

4, 1939, containing information relative dodlagadnyestigation con- L7
aquctea concerning the activities of one Thie particulsr

investigation was conducted at the request f Mr. James V., dennett,
who had received information of a confidential nzture frop certain
inmates of Alcatraz Prison.
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*ela Federal Burean of Inuestination

United Btates Brpuftmtnt of Justice
Washington, D. .

KaG: JHK March 28, 1939

MESORANDUY rOR MR. k.o A. Thfy

Attached hereto is a memorandum wnich was origi-
nally started immediately following the receipt of infor-
mation indicating that an escape had been attempted at

0 plcatraz Prison. As additional informstion was received
from time to time, it was recorded in this memorandum.
Since this investigation has been practically completed, the
need for the continuance of this memorandum no longer exists
and conseguently it is being included in the file.

R. A. Guerin

RECOTDID % ,zlz 5:-_3 5
FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1%“E5TIGATION
MAR 29 {939
V. S, DEPRIGENT G: JuSTICE
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JOHN GPGAR HOOVER O y ' <.. ‘
DIRECTOR 2 -

¥Federal Burean of Inuestination

Tnited Btates Bepartment of Justice /
Washinoton, B. ¢,

RPK: MP . March 29, 1939

76-4175

MEMORANDIM FOR THE DIRECTOR

-\-"'"*-.._,__‘__‘_l e e
During the investigetion conducted by the -Sen
Frencisco Office relative to the

ecent sttempted escape r:
from Alcetraz Penitentiary by Dod-Barker and others, an <
Agent had occasion to review the findings of the Coroner's ¢
Jury which investigated the death of Doc Barker. The R—-
following guotation teken from the report of the Coraner's S
Jury dated Januery 24, 1939, is of interest: o~

£/
"pnd we further finds : . v
that the szid ARTHURPBARKER met hie desth atfempting ™
to escape from Alcatraz Prison from gunsbot wounds inflicted by e
guards unknown, From the evidence at hand, we, the jwy, believe "
this escape was made possible by the failure of 'the syatem for
guarding prisoners now in use at Alcatraz Prison and we recommend %
e drastic improvement by those in esuthority. Further, that a e
more efficient system be adopted for illuminstion of shores end e
weters immediately surrounding the prison; that the citizens of &
San Francisco unite in an effort to have a more suitable location ©
for imprisomment of the type of desperados at present housed at &
Alcatraz." &
<
| o
Jully, E
E. A, Tamm

| <RCOFREM, '. 7&__ 4/7.5_/" 36 '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
APK @ 193
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Feberal :ﬁlureitlt of Intrestigedion
1L &, Brpurtment of Jusdice

- San Franeclsco, California
April 14, 1939

Q’ Director
Federal Buresu of Investigatiom

Washington, D. Ce

L
Re: ARTHUR E.o BARKER, with aliases,
et al; ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONEES.

of E. PARKER, with aliases: CBARKER, BOB’BARKER,
CLAUDYDALE, which was made by PAUL C§"GREEN, Technician on the

Dear Sirs ‘l
O I am transmitting under separatg cover a'death mask
n
staff of the Coroner for the City a.nz County of San Francisco.

(1\ This death mask was prepared on Jarmary 14, 1939, prior to the
autopsy, was made available through the courtesy of DR,
T. B. W s Coroner, City and County of San Francisco. It

is suggésted that you may desire to address & commnication to
DR. IELAND and MR. CREEN, thanking them for giving this mask to
us,

It is interesting to note that the attempt to escape
was made on "Friday the Thirteenth", the mortsl wounde being in-
flicted in the early morning hours of that day and BARKER dying
at 5:40 P. ¥, on Fridey the thirteenth, It occurred to me that
you may desire to use this death mask in one of the exhibits at

the Bursau.
Very truly yours,
N. J(gL. PIEFER  © ! )
Special Agent in Charge
L
76-347 WE ,
.LC’(:RDED [7 - £ -~
eoem |\ 74 4175~ 3
ERyop | FEDIRAL BURLAU OF INVESTIGATION
PR 13
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation e € o
- Mnited States Bepartment of Justire : ‘n:* T
RPC :MTG Hashinaton, D. ¢, _ Yr Rgen S
. . s, Foxworth ..
76ed 17537 April 20, 1939 Mr. :":

' Seoter
nure...:.....
MRMORANDUM FOR MR, NATHAN - o Q“m
Re: Doath Mask of *"Doc® Barker e Gandy o

The San Francisco Division, under date of April 14,
1939, transmitted to the Bureau & death mask of "Doc" Barker.
This was made by Paul C. Green on the staff of the Coronerfs
Office of the City and County of San Francisco oz January 14,

1939, following the autopsy after Barkor was caught attempting
his escape,

This is a very good death mask, I ex arranging for -
a negative mould of the seme to be made at once in the Laboratory
80 thet several copiea can be made in moulage and can be used
in the Director's Office or wherever else it may be conaiderod
desired to exhibit,

My, Pieper in tranamitting this mask suggested a letter
be addressed to Dr. Leland and Mr, Green thanking them for present=-
ing the mask to the Bureau, Buch a letter is attached hereto
subject to the Director's approval.

Respesctfully,

—
5 st

T

2\
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Dr. 2. B, ¥, Leland L
San Trenoisco, Oalifornis - = - .

L llyﬂurﬂomrt

e, Pleper n oharge of the Ban Francisee - = . T
Division of this Bureau has forwarded 8o me the death mask - A
of Arthur X. Barker, with alieses, X want %0 thank you . .- .
for your kindness in making this availeble So the Buresn, - —
: I enm sure it will make a valusble yecord fa the FBI, ' = ' © 2 T
Lie 2
.b( May I also comend $he excellent work of Mr, " E}_ 3
Paul G, Oreen of your technical staff as refleoted in ®he '3, < =
preparation of this mask, S ARk c =
aPo
Sinocarely yours, :;‘% ;’%
J. Eagar Booved A
: e 2 o
)
C0~8an Francisco .
[ T ; E
W, Mathan ) .
B, L. A, Tomm o .
", Gleas _ P ,
Ne. . Gottey . - : *; R \" . . ¥
uy. Srve! > . i
e, Rgun R

s e e [OoMMUSI O SFCTION
s ] - :
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| JOHN EDGAR HOOVER r

\m RECTOR <‘ : (

- - i
Federal Bureau of Inuestionation
Hnited States Aeparfment of Justice

Washington, B. €.

EPC:NTG April 24, 1939

MRMO UM FOR MR,

: \0 ' oo !
l/(/ Re: { Death Mask of *Doc™ Berker St e

Reference is made to my memorandum of April 2O,
1939, concerning the "Doc® Barker death mapgk received from
L Sen Frencisco. Several copies of this mask have been very
successfully made in the Laboratory.

Pending further instructions ae to disposition the

original death mask is being placed for safe keeping in the:

glass exhibit cass on moulage in the front exhibit roam of '
M the Ladoratory.

For the present time I am not labeling this exhibit
end Bureeu instructions are requested as to whether the same

should carry & label indicating it to be a death mask of "Doc"
Barker,

Respectfully,
p !

‘ " [,- E: __“'“-

B, P. Cottey | °
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Form No. 1
THis case omainaTio aT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA rme no76-347
REFORT MADE AT ,  paTE wim ACE FERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY '
) e — WHICH MADK o | T U A
SAN FRANCISCO, CLL?/ &t : 223 L~18~ . H. P, WINTER ‘I.DJ o
Tma } o 4o - — .
ARTIUR E. ({n.ﬁm, as Doc, (Decgased) 1. TER L T e
- DALE 5T, HILL, RUFUS-McCAIN, HENR YOUNG, * ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONFRS :.
“’ILLIM. TIN N R ' e e . . ’.- :' L i_* .
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: v. S. Attofney Sax'l‘Francist-:o advises no .- .
prosecution will take place in this case ..':-..-. -

inasmuch as he has been 8o advised by James

V. Bennett, Director of the Bureau of
\\\: grisons, Department of Justice, Washington, .
ﬁ', . . ] . . )

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent A, E, Farland, dated
: March 21, 1939, at San Francisco,

DETAILS: AT SAN FRANCISCO: -

By letter dated March 22, 1941, the San Francisco Fleld
Division requested U, S. District Attorney FRANK J. HENNESSY,
San Francisco, that he advise this office as to the status of -
prosecution relative to this case, . C

In reply to the above noted letter, the U, S, Distriet
 Attorney advised the San Francisco Field Division by letter
< - dated April 17, 1941, that on February 7, 1939, he had commu-
*  'nicated by letter relative to this matter with the Attorney
. general of the United States requesting the latter's instrue- '
2 | tions with regard to-this matter and that he had received a
; \ .+ letter dated February 13, 1939, from JAMES V, BENNETT, Director

. . of the Bureau of prispns, Department of Justice, Washington, in
iel ¥r):BENNETT indicated that there would be no prosecution
Ay eanoan, / |-\ oA . I wax DO NOT WIHTI IN THERE SPACES g L

v/ il )2 QQ’M -—37 JUN 161541

COPIES OF THIS an@m)ms DES'

f - Bureau Srnp G5 2YED
.'}- USA San F‘ranc:tsco‘2 15"”‘35573-- lé W JUN 1941
Zz = San Francisco L ,1,_. S
UC-[\L{J%VS’ . W A-A.' 2
‘_;J . ’ NV
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in this matter., The United States District Attorney stated that
for this reason his office was treating this matter as closed.

In view of the above, this case is being closed by
this office,
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) DELINQUENCYs . | o |
% - . - An inapection of thé bulky exhibits in this office disclosed .~
U’ an album containing photographs of Alcatras Penitentiary and grounds surround= -

. 4ng in connection with this case. This case was closed on May 28, 15L1 and -
there appsars to be no farther uss for this picturs album $n instant case. -

. e r ARt mr E mmdem o ae . s mtrh r mARIE TE G m te R ST nOwmeyy

EYPLAKATIONt
fhis albun will be retained in this office and appropristely . '
{ndexed in the general indices under the caption "ALCATRAZ PENITENTIARY, - -°
PHOTOGRAPHS OF PRISON AND GROUNDS". The album will be turned over to the - -
. Chief Clerk for appropriate filing in order to have it availsble for ready
.. referonce.’ 4 s T T S L
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San Francisco Field Division
August 26, 19kk *
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Oﬁice Memomndum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

T0O : MR, ROSERI‘A

. partR:. 4/22/8Y4 _
. %/‘1( mm‘l
- ¥ROM : L. B, NICHOLS 4 . vichets ——

Ar. ST eoht e
. o i/ e clovs——
- SUBJECT:  ARTHUR E. BARKER, ALIAS *DOGCY, e dorve ——

Hre NOBT e

[ [ T P

o wisterrend
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76-,"'1 75- 29 LIT T DT ——
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ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS ALCATRAZ PENITENTIARY A Treey

Bulky Exhidbit File Number:

We are presently in the process of reviewing all bulky
exhibits presently on hand, in order that we may weed out those (],
which will serve no useful purpose by being retalned. Inasmuch)
a8 a great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to inactive
cases and are occupying badly needed space, it 1s requested that
you have the appropriate subastantive supervisor review the above-
1isted bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention
or disposition of the material contained therein. A notation
as to the deciaion rendered should be placed on this memorandum,
and it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records
Section, room 1113, Identification Bullding. Thls memorandum
will be filed in the case fils., -

RECOMMENDATION:

That the above-=1isted bulky exhibit be reviewed and a
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the
materisl contained therein. '

AN
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Oﬁice Memomndum e+ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI DATE: 9/5/56

ROM : SAC, Kansas City (7-0)
sunjch"r’i,J LDALE STAMPHILL })

& INFORMATION CONCERNING
) 5

719, et

7,.,

The Bureau is advised that DALE STAHPHILL, United
tates Penitentiary #L-51862,7 was released from the
nited States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, on | Te
4/11/56. BHe was d : and the terms of his
, release reflect ' -

It is to be noted that STAMPHILL reportedly became
quite active in religious affairs at the penitentiary and
may have some effect on his conduct in the future.

STAMPAILL had previously been sentenced to a life
sentence for the crime of kidnaping from the Western District
of Oklahoma.

A photograph of STAMPHILL has been obtained and is
being maintained in the Kansas City office for future
reference.

2-Bureau g 7 /
1-Oklahoma City - 9

1-Kansas City )< '3

PW:B
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Doc Barker, Stamphill
Wounded, Third Caught
With Two Companions

By United Press .
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13.
Five convicts, including
Arthur (Doc) Barker, mem-
ber of the once notoricus
Karpis-Barker gang, and Dale
Stinphill, Oklahoma convict, made
& desperate attempt to escape from
jAlcatraz rock today but were cap-
tured after guards opened fire,
wounding two of them, -
Barker and Stamphlll
wounded serjously.
Barker, serving life for kidnaping,
was shot In the left leg and head.
Btamphill, serving life for kid-
naping, under sentence from Okla-
ihoma. City, was shol In both legs,
| Warden James A, Johnston iden-
tified the other three convicts in
‘the break as:
; Rufus McCdin. 99 years for na-

were

tional bank robbery and kidnaping.|.-at one time America’s public ene-

Henri Young. 20 years for robbing
‘a national bank.

William Martin, Negro, 35 years
for armed robbery of a postoffice,

Sawed Way Out :

Martin suffered scratches and
abrasions caused by his attemp: to
glide down a rocky bank to the
water,

The convicts sawed their way out
of their cells and were almost in
the :Eirl‘mg tides of Ban Prancisco
Bay jwhen guards caught up with
them; Prison authorities did not
tknov& how the convicts had obtained
the saws.
’ ‘ Three Burrender

McCain, Young and Martin sur-

rendered after Barber and Btamp-
hil] fell.
: The five were captured before
i 7 they had a chance to get off “The
~ . Rock™—the Federal Government's
famous penitentiary in San Pran-
cisco Bay.

Indicating & carefully planned
break, the attempt was made in a
dripping fog—the thickest fog to
blanket the San Francisco area in
months.

A gigantic search for the fugi-
‘ives was organized and under way
when Warden Johnston announced
"he men had been eaptured.

R A I R 3 L T - 1) I e
Oklehoma City, Okla,
January 13, 1939 (.

FELONS;
VHOT TRYINd
ALCATRAZ DASH

‘|Fla., after a six-hour gunfight with

v

Oklahomans in Attempt-
ed Prison Break Have
Long Records

- Doc Barker, the most no-
torious of the Oklahomans in-
volved in the break at Alca-
traz, was out of McAlester

penitentiary on psarole when
he became involved in the Bremer
kidnaping.

He bad been paroled Bept. 10,
1932, after aerving 10 years of &
murder sentence. o

His recorded crime career began
in 1918 when he was arrested for
larceny of Giovernment property.
He escaped Jail at Muskogee and
was captured in Joplin, In 1921 he
was arrested on charges of attempt-
ing to rob g bank.

The .underworld knew Barker as
a companion of Alvin (Old Creepy)
Karpis, bank robber and murderer

'

my No. 1. He is a member of the
notorious Barker family of Okla-
homa,

Brother, Mother Slain

Members of the family Included
Kate (Ma) Barker, Freddie Barker!
land Arthur, known as “Doc.” “Ma”'
and Freddie were slain in Oclawa.

federal agents.
In 1933 the Karpis-Barker ang
;became the nation's worst im-
i?mnl outfit, made nearly $50u.04 B3 .
robbing banks, kidnaping such! vic-
tims a5 St, Paul's brewer, Wifliam
Hamm. and Edward George Bremer,
8 banker. Then G-men and police
began weeding out the gang. “Ma"
and Fred and another hoodlum were
slain. Six other mobsters were put
behind bars and seven more were]
indicted for the Hamm snatching.

Stamphill began his eriminal ca-
reer at Granite reformatory in 1928.'
sentenced to five years for ear
theft. In 193! he was sent to Mc-
Alester on a four-year burglary
charge. He went back to Granite
in 1933 under a 20-year sentence for
robbery with firearms.

He escaped and was later recap-
tured and returned to McAlester
prison.

McCain Bank Robber ~

“Theyv gol ont nf a ee]l buildin

He was arrested j 03 I
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about 4 & m.” Warden Johnsmn
said. “A heavy fog enveloped the
island, .

¢ Coast Guard Out

“The fugitives sattempted to
1o the water but were defeated in
the attempt by guards.

“The convicts were 8o desperate
In their efforts to get to the water.
however, that two of them, Barker
and Stamphill were shot before they
halted,

“The others then surrendered.”

Johnston sajd & routine checkup
gt 4 a. m, led to discovery that the
men were missing from their cells

Crawling Toward Water

“I don't know yet how they go:
‘out,” the warden added. “The
_Eutrds found them somewhat scat-
jtered out and crawling down to the
beach over the rocks on the west
end of the island. .
| “The fugitives were crawling and
running toward the water, They
revldently were. planning to swim
or it '

“The guards opened fire after
tirst warning the men to stop,

“They didn't stop untl Barker
and Stamphill were shot.

“Then they surrendered* ,

Inspector George Ingels of the
Ban Francisco Police Department

(Plense turn to Page 8, Column 3)

o

robbery and kidnaping

sentenced 1o Alcatraz, acoording
Tecords of the state Crime Bureau,
Oklahoma's third eriminal the

&¢ break was Rufus McCaln who hegan

his criminal career In MeCwvtain
County. He later was senten:fd to
12 years for bobbery and assault in !

Arkansas and was committed to!
the penitentiary at Little Rock, He'
escaped and was recaptured, .

In 1835 he was arrested by the
Oklahoma City Police Department
and sent to prison on charges of
robbing & nationa! bank at Mus-
kogee,

Two Oklahoma convicts were the
only ones ever to crack the tron
ring about Alcatraz—but whether
they paid with their lives for thelr
bid for freedom stil! fs a secret
locked in the waters of San Fran.
cisco Bay. . .

Neo Trace Found .

Ted Cole and Ralph Roe broke a
lock on a high fence, leaped to a
rock ledge and plunged into the
treacherous waters of the bay under
cover of a dense fog Dec. .18, 1937,

From that day tc this no direst
trace of them has been found.
Prison officials incline to belisf they
drowned. Both were good swimmers
but the tides of the bay are ex-
tremely dangerous and the water

WAaSs icy cold,
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WO CONVICTS SHQT ‘
IN ALCATRAZ BREAK

{Continued From Page One)
gaid that the five were captured!
on the island before they had a'
chance to even reach the swirling
waters of the bay. :
Dozens of police and Ooast Guard
boats had been mobilezd for the!
sesrch. Soldiers guarded the shorey .
{line of Ban Francisco and Marin
‘counties, the mainland nearest Al-;
‘catraz. The Navy stood by, ready;
‘1to dispatch speed boats. -
{1 Alcatraz Island is inside the Gold-
‘ien Gate, one and one-fourth miles:
|from the nearest mainland.
Only once have prisoners escaped
. from this island, formerly » military}
* prison, and that feat has not been
* substantiated. Ralph Roe and Theo-
!.dore Cole, Oklahoms desperadoes, |
‘went over the wall during a fog '
‘the night of Dec. 15, 1837, They;
never have been hearé from. Pre-
sumably they drowned in the;
treacherous tides.
; Difticult Prisoners
{  Barker was committed originally
i to Leavenworth penitentiary but
was transferred to Alcatraz. ‘The;
Justice Department said: “He has.
i been s difficult prisoner to man-i
1 age” He participated in a ~“striké”
at Alcatraz in September, 1937.
MceCain, Young and Martin also
" were “difficult to mansage,” accord-
ing to Justigy Department records.
. McCain convicted of kidnap-
ing bank employes in an attempted
_robbery of the Idabel National
Bank of Idabel, Okla. He was &en-
'ltenced in Durant, Okla, June 11,
1835, and served time at Leaven-
! worth before being transferred to
Aleatraz.
Another Striker
Young was convicted of robbing
the First Netional Bank of Lind,
Wash. A former inmate of McNell
Island penitentiary, Young was de-!
- scribed by the Justice Department
{ a5 “a disciplinary problem.” He
took part in the Alcatrax “strike”
of September, 1837, .
¢ Stamphill was sentenced in 1637
for kidnaping Dr. Fred Louls
‘Meyers, and taking him from ¥,
Okiy, to Canadian, Tex. .
rtin was sentenced to 25 ¥y
forf armed robbery of s Chi .
pogtoffice, He served time at Lekv-|
enworth. He also was involved in r\

the A_lcnt.ru ‘“strike.” I

-
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(Drastic Improvement
f Guard System, '

¥

} lcafraz Urge

Coroner’s Jury Blames
‘Failure’ of Set-Up for
13 Break Attempts

By the Assoclated Press,

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 25.—
*Drastic improvement” in the sys-
tem of guerding “impregnable” Al-
catraz Island Prison, from which 11
of America’s most dangerous crim-
inals tried to escape in the last 13
months was recommendead’ today by !
& coroner’s jury.

The jurors blamed “failure of the
system” for the latest attempted
break in which Arthur “Doc” Barker,
Midwest murderer and kidnaper,
was killed. The jury found he was

shot to death by guards unknown.” i

The jury suggested that:

“The ecitizens of San Francisco

unite in an effort to have a mors
suitable location for the imprison-
ment of the type of desperadoes at
present housed in Alcatraz.”
Coroner T. B. W. leland was
caustic In questioning Associate
Warden Edward J. Miller about the
safeguards of the island penitentiary.
‘“There appears to be only the
matter of water between the pris-

W'r. E A Twmm. ..

1t G-uv;:g aman

iir. Traey . ..., .. ...

oners and liberty,” he commented.

questioned the use of saws in:
islahd workshops which could{fbe
usg] to saw bars, wondered whetlher
Gofernment economy prevented a
m elaborate guard system, {le-
manded to know how the convitts
could saw their way out of five sep-
arate cells and wrench & bar loose
from the end of a corridor watched
by three guards.

“It might seem foolish to the
Jury,” the coroner sald, “to carry on
prison occupations which would fur-
nish implements of escape.”
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E- 'Hbyﬂtetennshake‘np.yon1
" mean that any men will lose
‘ jobs, ar that we're oy
_hpd-hunﬁng.ﬂ:enﬂ:emw
{81 No shakeup,”

JR— P S

————

5 FELONS MAY NOT
AVE USED SAWS

‘James V. Bennett, boss-in-chief of the entire Fede&
prison system, hadn't been on Alcatraz ten hours, yesterday,
angle in last Friday’s sensa-

g

NO AIDES FOUND.
o far” Bennett added, “we
_have found no evidence or indi-

* estion that any individual—
or other officers—was to

before he broke an entirely new

tional prison break fnvestigation! T T AN attempt.” . -

Ecr eince the break of Arthur RENEWS GEILLING. § “While Bennett was busy on the

«poc” Barker and four other con- Then he personally undertook’ jgland, the body of Barker lay in|

victs, Alcatraz officials have been renewed grilling of the £ the morgue here, a bullet hole
& on the theory that the vivors of the break—Dale StaIMP- through the head, On Thursday

men sawed their way out of their hil, who lies in the prison hos- of this week, it was {ndicated, the

cells, out of a steel-barred win.|| pital with bullet wounds in coromer’s inquest will probably

dow to escape to the beach, where|| legs; Rufus MecCain, Henrl YOUDE, held Ynto Prison ¢
gunplay ended their escapade. and Negro William Martin. ficia wlllhti;sg;;thﬁennettn
But last night, Bennett said “] can't way, at this time, f gelf, Rpwever, will not be thert.
- flatly: I've been sble to develop any- | He exbects to finish his work )
orhere’s & possibliity the || $hing mew from the men,” said | “The Rock” tonight, and will re-
men didn’t use saws st all’” Bennett, “You kmow, I eat’t | turn at once to Washington.
SANDED STRING. come out here ke Bherlock ° popu
- Holmes snd solve this case in
* Bennett's analysis goes far tol|l ome day! -
explain why the four-day search wPowever, 1 believe we have
for the hacksaws which Barker|| opened up new Hlnes,
. and his pals are pelieved to have|l which may be developed and
used has been In vain. lead to the solution of how the
“There are MANY Ways in men anglneeredﬂnelrattempt

which the bars might have been
broken, besides the use of
saws,” sald Bennett 1ast night.
“Wire or eveh sanded string,
properly mantpulated, could In
time cut through bars. Or s
certain type of brace could be
used to break the bars. There

far enough a8 yet.

“jis a matter of fact, I doubt
if 1 can complete the investiga-
tion while I am here, but what

Bennett arrived on the island

yesterday morning, after & rush m%ﬂ:ﬁvmswgn m; i

trip from his office in Washing-1 we will continue our nvestiga-

ton. He went at once into secret] ¢Hon” PR .

conferences with Warden James)  Agents of the FBI—G-men—

A. Jotfsion end Assistant War{ have been co-operating with Alca- SAN FRANCISTO Baliilineit
den E4 " Miller, as well a8| traz officials and were in on yes

e —————

attaches. He logked over

guard officers and other ﬁrison '

terday’s conferences with Ben-

: nett, he added -
BAR FRANCISWY

i
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Bennett scouted talk that his
visit here,

f:the personnel
; penitentiary. SRS
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9-SHOT DOWN-
1S ALCATRAZ
* BREAKS FAILS

Kafpis’ Pal Barker
Hit in Head as 5
Scale Walls

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13 (UF},
~Five convicts, ineluding Arthur
(Doc) Barker, member of the on
notorious Karpis-Barker gang, mad
& desperate attempt to escape fro
Alcatraz Federal Prison before da
today, but were capiured =afte
guards opened fire, wounding twg
of them.

Barker, serving life for kidnaping,
was shot through the head and leg
and critically wounded. Dale Stamp-
hill, also under life sentence for kid-
paping, was struck in both legs.

Other 3 ldentified

Warden James A. Johnston identi-
fied the other three as:

Rufus McCain, ninety-nire years
for national bank robbery and kid-
naping; Henri Young, twenty years
for robbing a mnational bank; Wil-

_liam Martin, Negro, thirty-five years
for armed robbery of @ post office.

McCain, Young and Martin sur-|f

rendered after Barker and Stamp-
bilt fell. Martin suffered ecratches
and abrasiorns caused by his attempt
io glide down a rocky bank fo the
water.

The five were caplured before
they had a chance 1o get off “the
rock"—the Federal Government's
famous penitentiary in Ban Fran-
cisco Bay.

Mike Bresk in Fog

Indicating & ecarefully planned
break, the aitempt was made in 2
dripping fog—the tbickest fog to
blanket the San Franciso area in
meonths, ’ e

A gigantic search for the fugitives
was organized and under way
when Warden Johnston announced
the men bad been captured.

“They got out of a cell b].lilding
sbout 4 A. M. Johnston ssid. “A
heavy fog enveloped the island.

“The fugitives atiempted to get to
the water but were defeated in the
lattempt by guards.

“The convicls were so desper
in heir efforts to get to the watdr,
hoipever, that two of them, Bark
m} Stamphill, were shot befo
thel halled. The others then -

wandared ® e

- e o= e ety =TT .-

! ddJabngion's request Co, ar
cutters and police hoats ;ugo_g}%!g
the island and circled in the bay|.
until the fugitives were caught. |
Johnston said » routine checkup
nt 4 A, M. ]Jed to discovery that the|.
men were missing from their cells.

Planned fo Swim for It .‘,

“I don't know yet how they got
out” the warden ‘wmdded. “The
guards found them somewhat scat-
tered out and crawling and runningj
toward the water. They evidently|:
were planning to swim for it." :
. “That was 2 tough way to start!
out Friday the 13th,” Inspector|
George Ingels of the San Francisco
Police Department, one of those whbo
directed the search from shore, said.|

(In a statement issued in Wash-
inglon, James V. Bennett, Prison
Bureau director, said:

{*In some manner, we do not yet
anderstand, the prisoners managed
to obtein a saw and with it got
out of their cells and through the
exterior window of the cell block.
In the dense fog enveloping the
island they managed to elude of-
ficers guarding the outside, and
reached the ghore before they were
apprehended. .

("“There was no evidence tha
they had any help irom the out-!
side, .and no boats were found in-
the vicinity of the island.”) }

No. One's’ Pal

Barker was a companion in erime
of Alvin {Old Creepy) Karpis, kid-,
naper, bank robber and murderer
—at one, time America's public
enemy No, 1, {

He iz a member of the notorious
Barker family of Oklahoma, which
included “Ma" Kate Barker, Freddie
Barker and Arthur. “Ma" Barker
and Freddie were slain in Oclawa.E
Fla., after six-hour gunfight with |
Federal ugents, 3

Arthur was sent to Alcatraz for
life for the abduction of Edward G. }
Bremer, wealthy St. Paul banker, in
1934, Bremer was released after
twenty-one days on payment of|
$200,000 ransom. '

Stamphill was sentenced in 1937
for kidnaping Dr., Fred Louis|
Meyers, and taking him from
Leevy, Okla, to Texas.

Alcatraz Island is located inside
the Golden Gate, one and one-fowrth
miles {romn the nearezt mainland,
Only once have prisoners es-
caped and that feat has not been
substantiated. Ralph Roe and Theo-
dore Cole, Oklahoma desperadoes,
went over the wall during a fog t
night of December 16, 1837. Th

-

synably they drowned in
cherous tides

nefer have been heard from. P{qj-
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ROCK HUNTS|

‘windry«r' o! the main prison

ESCAPE
SAWS

How Did 5 Hack Cells
Unheard? Question
At Alcatraz

In the most intensive
“shakedown” in the history

of Alcatraz penitentiary,
uards and officials at the
sland prison sought today
the solution to the escape at-
tempt of five inmates which
ended In the death of one and/
the eritical wounding of another.§
With Arthur (“Doc”) Barker,
40-year-old midwest kldnaper
dead from a bullet wound in the
head, and Dale SBtamphill, 27,
also a kidnaper, in the prison
haospltal, Warden James A. John-
ston spurred a search of the
prison in an atiempt to answer
these questions:
. First, where are the saws used
by the escaping conviets tg hack
theeir way through cell.¥ars of
five individual cells v*‘;zarred

o S

o ST

TR T

" Rock
. e !'.‘-‘ ;-. ;‘_

Mr. Lester .. .. .....
Mr, McIntire. ........
Mr. Nichols._...... .

Mr.
HOW LONG FOR SAWIN?- Quiad Tamm.....

~ dly, how long did It tak
ﬂl;‘?moners to saw thrmwh-'ﬁg F‘I'} G"“V-----:-/d [
ars? AN v 4
: = Thirdly, why were the sounds
' of sawing not heard by prison
i guards? .
i~ As the prlson remalned under
t the most strict disciplinary regu-
I'lations In its history, each cell,
E down to the most remote corners,
| Was made the object. of a minute

\scrutlny

i THREE IN SOLITARY -

' In solitary confinement, mean-
. while, were three other members
;- of the biggest escape plot on the
IIROck ”

The three—Rufus McCaln, 38
serving ninety-five years for bank :
robbery and kidnaping; Henri'
Young, 28, twenty years for bank
robbery, and William Martin, 25,
Negro, serving twenty-five years

,Jor postoffice robbery—sur-
rendered at the water's edge of
the island early yesterday as bul-
lets, scatterling through a wool-
thick fog, wrote “tinis” fo the
break attempt and-the life of
Barker.

Trapped ¢n the island beach,
Barker and Stamphill chose to
take a “thousand to one chance”
on escaping the bullets of sharp

shooting guards and rushed t
the water. P
Barke /¢t]l, shot throu

_ Coniin edoanA.COL7 .
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b Continued From Pni'e One -
i R
head, while Stamphill was shot
through both legs. -

Dr. Bherman Leland, ‘who ex-
‘amined the body of Barker in
}he Ban Franeisco morgue today,
said the kidnaper and one time
member of the notorious Barker-
Karpis gang, had been shot
through the right eye, the bullet
leaving the body below his right
i First word of the break reched
‘Ban Francis¢co police headquar-
-ters at 4:13 a. m,, and the police
‘boat D. A. White sped to*the
island. The Coast Guard cutter
Daphne and two picket boats

Joined it. .
Presidio soldlers were ordered

to patrol the beach and fifteen|’

police radio cars were dispatehed
to cruise back and forth along|
1the water’s edge.
i CAUGHT BUILDING RAFT
But meanwhile, plereing lights
vig-zagged through the fog to
reveal the five men on the
ibeach. Nearly nude, the five
‘men were striving desperately to
‘fashion a raft or rafts from
jdrittwood, using thetr clothes as
binding. :
. Within less than two hours
lafter the escape was discovered
-all were captured. '
“They were ordered to surren-
der,” the warden declared, “and
the order was repeated as the
two men started to run. .,When
they refused to halt, the guards
opened fire” :
; The convicts, it was believed,
deliberately walted for a heavy
dog to shield their movements,
following the technique of Ted
Lole and Ralph Roe, Wils van-
Yshed from the island in Dedem-
ber, 337. No trace of them has

agr bée:.\éogndl_; S o J
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utside Aid Theory
n Alcatraz Break

Sttrs Harbor Hunt

&

OFFICIAL COMMENT.

-Coast Gu AT \rments esnion Yo

. Investigates
Strange
Craft

SEARCH

The possibility -that out-
gide confederates may have
waited to aid Arthur “Doc”
Barker and his four fellow
convicts in their futile dash
for freedom from Alcatraz
Island early Friday morning
loomed stronger yesterday.

Throughout the night and dur-
the early hours of the morn-:
Coast Guard cutters were’
of allj

yacht harbors in the bay dijtrict.,
1 small eraff were carefully
observed and all stringe veijels
received a thorough investiga-

tion.

7(,_.¢/i75"ﬁ

.

enting ‘on the possibility f\hat
th gquick apprehension of ‘the
men may have thwarted a rendpz-
vous with outside eonfederates,
gald:
* “We are not overlooking any-

thing. All things are belng tak-

en into conslderation”

An autopsy by Dr, Sherman Le-
land in San Francisco yesterday
disclosed that Barker was shot
in the right eye and left leg when
gunfire brought & halt to the at-
{empted break.

FELON GIVEN CHANCE,

Dale Stamphill, 27 year old
Oklahoma Jdnaper, whose leg
and thigh were ghattered by bul-
Jets in the fusillade, was reported
slightly improved in the prison

hospital and given g chance to

recover, -

Rufus McCaln 38 serving 99
years for bank robbery and kid-
naping, and Henrl Young, 28, do-
ing a 20-year stretch for bank
robbery, two more participants in
the break, were in solitary con-
figement, Warden Jarhes A.Jo!m-
sto dmitted. The fifth comql:t,
Negre William Martin, 25, serving
25 years for post office robbe:y,
was still in the prison hospital
suffering from exppsure a.nd cuts
and bruises.

e e e e

¥r. Teletb . ...

LMr. Clegg ... _.

My, CofSey ____a__“:
Mr. Crowi '
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Deep concerh over How the five
convicts obtained saws and:
managed 1o cut thelr
% ugh the Rock’s famous

f bars” was evident in''the
ce of Warden Johnston when
hi) said that a 24 hour search of
the prison had failed to disclose;
the Baws.
TURNED UPSIDE DOWN
Everything movable in the
prison was literally turned upside
down on Friday following the
break and all prisoners were gub-
mitted to repeated scrutiny. by
the island’s “electric eye"” without
success, officials disclosed.
Normal prison routine was
resumed yesterday, but G-men
W still on the Island
Johriston in his; Investigati
Jajnes V. Bennett,
Fedel'p.l prisons, was en

eContinued on Page 10, Col. 1)

B ot
foute

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINEi.

. FORWARDED BY
$AR FRANCI®CO DIVISION

JAN 151939




LT - (?

BUTSIDE MD-
SEEN N BREAK
IN ALCATRAZ

" Coast Guard Cutters Givel
" Strange Vessels Thorough In-li
vestigation; Harbors Searched;

{Continued from Pag}s One)

from Washington to take charge|

of the investigation, and is due

to arrive tomorrow. i

‘Whether action will be taken

_ against the survivors of the

break for their participation will

be determined when Bennett ar-|

rives, Johnston sald. i

Bruises on the knees of Barker

and the other convicts told their

own story of how they hadi|

erawled and scrambled along the

steep sides of Alcatraz to the

tiny beach where they were final-
1y captured. S

Warden Johnston said it was

not known exactly who killed

! Barke;u_&:grious member-of-the

’ Barker-. Karplzs kidnaping
and murder combine,

o —— o —— — . F~+ iy - o -

" *They were in the foy. We |
in the fog,” Johiivven,_ ex- I
S sraely, “We were sour
rying all around, and they were ' 1
scurrying trylng {0 escape us. |
- “When we saw_them, we'or- |
dered them to put up thelr
. hands. McCain and Young
did, but Barker and Stamphill
, Started to run. One minute . 1
, we oould ses them, and then
" we eouldn’t, S -
“So Barker was shot in the
eye. He may have been
[ eaught In crossfire, or struck
t Dby a shot tired from the boata
: that were around the Island.”
y Barker, 40 years old, was serv-
: Ing a life term for the $200,000
kidnaping of Edward G. Bremer,
| weaithy St. Paul banker. Date
for an inquest in his death will
i be set by Coroner T. B. W. Le-
land next week. - -
i Alcatraz officials ‘ yesterday
i asked Coroner Leland to rel
%Ba.rker’a body to the Lass?ﬁ
: Undertaking Company, which hag
!a contract for the burial of Gov- {
; ernment prisoners, but Leland re-
i:l'uses to do s0. The coroner de-
1 clared he would take no setion
ion the request until he
an answeg from a wire he sent
to Barker's father, in Joplin, Mis-

' e n
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2 Shot
Fail in

ke -:_ News Service). — Two convicts, including Arthur o we cen block before being
-~ “Doc’ Barker, ons of America’s most notorious dscovered.
criminals an@ formerlieutenant in the dreaded Alvin| Guards opened fire an the pris-

prisoners participating in the
break were: :

for kidnaping.
RUFUS McCAIN, serving 9%
years for bank rebbery and kid-

naping, '

5 BE:IB.I YOUNG, werving 20
"4 years for bank robbery,

5" WILLIAM MARTIN, Negro, serv-
"W ingy 25 years for a post office
robbery, ‘
Barker was reported in serious
condition. He was shot In the
« right side of the head and left leg.

%1 GOT OUT OF BUILDING.

] Warden ' James Johnston an-
- { nounced:

“Five prisoners were defeated
In their atiempt to escape Alca~
traz Island.” .

e named the prisoners, -

FThey got out of cell bullding
" ghput 4 s. m., and in the fog

4 th&t enveloped fthe island at-

-
s by
¢

) - T et T Francisco police boat rushed to | -
- —-| the island and with the prison Nt
' c a r a z Isunch stood by and eircled in DT T s
| SR e ;/E
. : official report to the Bureau et e
'Doc’Barker GravelyW ound- g s in Weinston wid i
g . - out of & cell block, and made their J -
Ed; Fog Masks Fl lght A neary fof enveloped the priso S T
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan, 13 (By International and the fleeing men managed to

1 Karpis gang, were shot and three confederates cap- P
i tured today when they attempted to escape from ™ gy, gon4 know how they got .

Alcatraz Federal Prison in San Francisco Bay. 45t wWarden Jobnsion told
Barker was serving life for kidneping. | newsmen Iater. “When we
. Other incorrigible “Rock”*r_w‘ y )

DALE STAMPHILL, serving life] |

Stamphill was shot in both legs.| *

‘e, _tamnisd to get to the witer-but LJ irch éf the shoreline, m
- ) were defeated in the sattemt by | found no raft or beat ¥ =
= guards ‘The Warden sald the fleeing o

“But they were so desperate had been given ample shou
in their efforis to get into the Warning to halt before the sh

‘ ‘ water that two of them, Barker {yere fired. They were spread «
and Stamphill, wers shot before [lanwise, running, crawling &
r a they halted, lling down the slope qf the I
“At request of Warden John- {s of the island, C
) i . ston the Coast Guard and Ban T ’

five desperadoes sawed their way

during the early morning howrs

make their way some distance

ea rme g = e

oners wWho were unarmed.
‘LYKE MASSE OF WOOL.

found them missing we turned i

.~ | on the flood lighis, The bay -
| Jooked like s mass of wool. o v e
. “The convicts were running

toward the northeast shore. We

cpuld see them faintly jn the for.
“When the shols were fired

Barker and Stamphill droppes

like poled oxen. The other thre

'surrendered immediately wilh

:putl resistance,
“There’s no doubt they

Jdended to swim for it .

were that desperate. We mad

P

T

Arthur Barker, convicied .
idnaper, was one of the

‘ escape from Alecatraz

;

b

ive convicts who tri
| ison. Barker was sh

Clipping frem
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SN ATALCATRAZ ) CATRAT BREAK
;R | INQUIRY BEGU)

U. S. Prison Chief Flie

West—Doc Barker Slain
as Five Try to Flee . , \
V. :
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14 {(UP)
—The Government conducted 1 !

fshake-down” at Alcatraz, it

prison for icugh desperadoes, to.

" .|day to learn how five of them man.

eged 1o saw out pf their cells, The

ringleader, Arthur (Doc) Barker,

was fatally wounded in the recap-

ture. . ) /

Federal Prison Director James V, :
Bennett flew here from Washington
- to direct the investigation,
Ansoclsied Press Phole “Stool Pigeon™ Faited

ARK The strictest discipline prevailed
boc » ER in the island prison as guards .

The pal of the notorlons Alvin |searched for other saws that might
Ksrpis was shot down by Al- have got past the “electric stool
traz guards when he and four pPigeon.” The “stool pigeon” is an
bers sawed thelr way out of lelectric eye that detects the pres-’
eir cells and dashed for the |ence of metal objects which pass its’
aters of Ban Francisco Bay. !beam. J
How the desperadoes obiained a'
' saw for their break was a mystery.!
What became of it was reported fo*
be unknown 1o prison officials,
Recaptured with Barker, ‘as all;
five slid down the steep slopes in a :
frantic effort to plunge into the bay
and swim a mile to the mainlang
were Dale Stargphill, twenty-
seven; Henry Young, twenty-sight;
Rufus McCain, thirty-six, and Wil-'
liam Martin, twenty-five,
Barker Dity of Wound -
Barker . dieg last night in the
prison hospital, He had been shot
through the head and leg. He was
sentenced to life imprisonment for
the kidnaping of William Bremer, of
St. Paul, and was a co-leader of the
Barker-Karpis gang which terror~
ized the Middlewest three years ago. .
He was the third =on of Kaie (Ma)
Barker to die violerily in a clash
with the law, A fourth s serving
life in Leavenworth Federal Prison,
- Ma Barker was slain with another
son in a baitle with Federal agents
Florida,
Stamphill, a lifer from Oklaho )
a5 reporied near death in thy

rison hospital, He wes shot througt Clipp'in: 2rom . .
oth legs and an artery was seve KB Y LW DPOST : t
iy TS 2b
R Daty SR )
Y o - L 1
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- Q o e |
G ' Mr. Nathen .;z/ {-
| Mr. E. A. Teotf, %
) : . Mr, még;.....ﬁl‘“ !

_Kidnaper Killed™ |-
In Alcatraz Break |-

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13 (INS).—Death followed the latest attempt of
=4 Alcatraz convicts to escape from the grim rock in San Francisco Bay. Fatall‘r
wounded by the rifle bullets of guards as he led four companions in a dash fd.
4freedom, Arthur “Doc” Barker, 40, form er Karpis gan! ter and kidnaper, died ip

Tha ﬁlri n 'hnun-?f_a{ toniglit

) arﬁgr was the inita &lﬂ: baper. 1oy seriously w -
seriousl de:

7 Yvict to be shot to death by }ig];:t.' y A ously wounded _ .

iguards in escape attempts [¢ Barker was shot in the hehd .
since the “Rock™ became a ) 884 leg snd Stamphill in both legs, ’

i as they ran towa e waters o
Federal prison four Yearsjihe Golden Gate, under cover of
g Bgo. fog.dandflgnorﬁd the shouted com-
2z The guards’® bullets wiped out ] mands of guards to halt, !
‘% | the last dangerouz member of one reﬂ:mgﬂ;?gﬁx c“’;mtei; ::g‘
of the nation's most notorious | high-powered rifles and machine-
eriming]l families, when Barker{ guns on the rugged cliff Jooking
joined in death his mother and W‘:’f";lrd the Go}td?n Gﬁte('; ) {
brother, “Ma” and Fred Barker,| . ;g "::e uius McCain, serv- ‘ . . -
re for national bank :

shot down by G-men four years|lyobbery ylnd kirdnzpixl:ogn; B::ri} |

ago in Florida. i ‘ \
Barker was sent to Alcatraz for B : )
life fotr the kidnaping of Edward
G. Bremer, St. Paul banker, in
1935.
: Tonight Warden James A. John-
gton, his aides, and G-men, were
uestioning the survivors of the-
gesperate break and attemptlpﬁ
to locate the instruments, wit
which they sawed their way to
freedom. . .
In the prison hospital, one of
Barker’s fellow glotters, Dale
Stamphill, 27, Southwestern kid-

N3

g e

» "
[

Rufus McCin Heanri Yung o,
Caught after attempted Dreak - i‘

from Alcatras, ;

Young, 20 years for .nationsl . : . ¢
bank robbery, and William Martin, i
25 years for robhing a post
off.;.che.

e convicts made their, dash
ﬁnll:;rtly before 4 o'¢lock this morn.
ing'i‘l;: alarm was s&ml'lftged;,‘l bring—‘

ery guard an icial £
their bomes on the island. The CLIPPING FROM : :
4' weather was very mucky. It was NEV YORK DAILY MIRROR . N

impossible to pee miore than s
) M 'J
DATE__ JA“ l -y ’gu.

sArthur Barker  D. Stamphill | few feet in any direction,
Guards' fusillade kills one, i Guards finally located the flee-
wounds other. ing men on the cliff above
) waters facing the Golden Gat‘]

Hurker and Stamphill refused t

gljrrender, The guards fired 4

bling them to a halt. Martin w
ghtly injured when he fell, _ -

Do 1A
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\ . O A Mr. Tolaon.
i Mr. Nathan .. ...
- _ A Nr. E. A Tlm!.
Mr. Clegg..uoue .
_ Mr. Coffey .........-
Mr. Crowl . ... .cee-
\ Mr. Egan_...........
My. Foxworth .. ...
Mr. Glavin ...ceceen-,
Mr. Barbo ._..... -
Mr. Lestor ... .cane..
Mr. Mcintres........
- Mr. Nichals 327 .....
M:. Quion Tamm....
Mr. Trecy ..coue comen.
- — ] i . Mtass Gandy.........-
. when t.heubis nbget:l:e& mwant ﬁ
o, they always od! T
arker Brealg i mia——=
hem. to give them Du Fh
% ourage or something, .
6 , But there’s another Teason.
a e - al.  [GREEN KIDS TOUGHER-
Barker undoubtedly took green
. kids because green kids are tough-
er than good men when you get
01. ; 9 them ribbed up to do & 8.
And when you have four or five of
. them, they make good slug-siop-
) ~ pers, though they dido't work ;gg
(With the death of “Doc” Barker, Alcstraz bas lost & prolific g;:tsﬁ;g for Barker. He stop
trouble-makez, but there are plenty of others to take his place, 5295 1 gaid i.he trouble is just started
P. F. Recd, author of “Murder on Alcatraz” and & veteran of four on alcatraz. I'ma not Eoing out on
years on The Rock. In today's article, last of two stories dealing any limb., I mentioned one caper,
with the most recent attempt to break from the American Devil’s g pig one that is getting ready to
Island, Reed traces the history of other disorders at Alcatraz, and go, Well, there is never any time,
tells why he thinks the trouble bas just begun there.) and pever has been sny time, when
BY P. F. REED ere hasn't, been s08 e thim
. Special to The Hesald -and Ezaminer. %e?ng'etih:jpe_e'mat’s ewhy e’
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 15.—They’re a long ways from jire as many live men on the 4
being through with their trouble oxfr (t)n The Rock. tI sgg gger&s Are. o there was one big
_it when I was writing “Murder o catraz.” Isayitag T ' sprin
nc':lg;. This is ong a l:1ice sta;‘be ﬂ 5{;1,?5&_1“%;& ha“apbetgn workf
something pretty ough in the way; BLRKEE HALF SMART. | ing OB ﬂfsoesnmft Tv?}tkh%n Meatras,
of capers. They have not. I hep- at 1s more than 1 can s{iy for; POUtEs QRCRE Vo | Sorient—the
pen £o know that one of the tough.| the gees Who were mixed Bt R hemseives Jobs in oDe
est mobs they've ever had on the| Friday's go. Barker was the only menams t at the same time
Tock is liable to turn loose any day,| one that had any guts, and he department Al ey had to Put
whq when that mob does turn| Wasn't so temibly tough. He They figured tney "at o lof
Topse, gomebody is going to get| thought he was tough, and he four men on the Epot. SO e
¥ -t. Tms caper has been gomg tbought he had ) reputatlon tolh’e m were con“cwm Ouldn’t
abng underground while the other| UP 10, and he was in on all the department that they ©
es have popped up and explode}| sirikes, but he lost practically, .
¢ only thing I can say about | EVery tight he ever got into. But: ESCAPE PLAN TOLD.
is that 1t's going to be rough, bi-| he bad some guts and he was half] One was a free man, also work-
cause this crowd has always playqd| Swart and be was very Unhapby| ing there. The other ¥es S guard,
rough. about being double-crossed by!_ They —ere going to put the con-
the free man out of

s

/s

Roe and Cole when they left with-
out telling him. :

S0 he_flgured out his own caper,
though why he picked the way he
d iz puzzling. Maybe it was be-
use the main cell block was th

y place where he could get
men together at one time. -
Apyway it 15n't hard to unde

d why he organized his p

the way he did.

For gne thing.

"HICAGO HERALD & SAAMINES .

the way first. Then the guard

hey were going to saw out

je bars in the window,

ece of wire and lean
xill the guard as be walked¥by.

L]

Belore they could do it, Some-\
body squawked and the convicts

/-2l-3F

There was a catwalk along the| -
oupside of this department snd 8
dow overlooking the catl a):i

0

e n
and

r /'/’;
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“Kidnaper Shin;™~'
. 4 Captured in
Alcatraz Break

1Special ko The News)
 San Francisco, Jan. 13.—A Friday the 13th escape at-
tempt brought death today to Arthur ¢(Doc) Barker, noto-
rious kidnaper; serious wounds to a gecond convict, 'and re-
capture for three others. Under cover of the heaviest fog
of the Winter, they sawed th§ir way out of their cells jjt
Alcatraz Island and reached tjje water’s edge before thiy

discovered. &t -
wg.:rkev, 38-year-old member of il Two Qunckly,Surrender.

. . ] - H
n (Cree Karpis gang, Our guards saw a group of men
:tsviﬁ;v; lige terl:g)for the Edward [by the incinergtor near the water
G. Bremer kidnaping, was shot lon the Colden Gate side of the
through the head and leg and died [island,” Warden James A. Johin-
tonight. ston said. .

Also wounded was Dale Stamp- “Searchlights picked out two of |
hill, 27, of Lerdy, Okla, gerving {the men, McCain and Young. They |.
a life term for kidnaping Dr. Fred |stopped and Traised their arms!
Myers, Stamphill was shot through |above their heads at command of /
both legs. His .condition was the guards. E

1

eritical - “Two others, Barker and Stamp-
éo Near, Yet So Far i), started to run, The gusrds
e .

. ffired, hitting them. 5
The men had stripped off their] “Stamphill wag atruck in both -
tlothes and one had obtained pieces

legs and was not believed badly -
of driftwood which he was attempt- fhurt, but st the prison hospital
ing to lash together to form a raft

surgeons seemed unable to stanch’
when the searching beams of the

the flow of blood and it is believed |
Rock’'s searchlights picked them |that one of the large arteries was:
out.

severed, His condition is critical. !
Others in the attempt besides] “After four had been appre-
Barker and Stamphill were:

hended, Martin was discovered be-
William Martin, 25, colored, ftween 108 snd 150 yarde further
doing twenty-five years for post

outh. All of the men had divested
office robbery, He was injured as

hemse)ves of their shoes and outer !
he scrambled down the cliffs about clothing and Martin was practically !
the island. nude. ’
Rufus (Rufe) McCain, 36, serv- The men were all housed in the

ihe 99 years for bank robbery and, 3ame aisle in the main cell block.
| :

dnaping. : Two Seis of Bars Cot. .
Henri Young, 27, under & twentyf| 0 - )

' ‘ y were the bars of the
ar term for a Lind, Wash,, bank |, ;W0 - cut, but some of thep
bbery. ' been pried apart. I
‘JAfter escaping Irom the ce:ﬁ

{

th} men fled down a corridor
3 twindow where the bars w
ed through and removed also.

+

-

[T

p—

Mr. Forhe .. ...

Mr. Laater ..., .

The late Arthur (Doc) Barker
- Mortally wounded in break.

Then they dropped ten feet to the
ground and sl;gped by a patrol
anldNtOWer guard. "

‘No saws or other implement»
have been found. Where they came
from we do not know.”

Only two men may have escapec
from the island in recent years
They are Ted Cole and Ralph Rpe
,who vanished Dec. 16, 1937. '
trace of them has ever b
found, and many believe tl;
drowned in the swift current whil
attempting to swim to the main

o

Clipning from
WEW YORY DATLY NEWS

rams: AN 14539 —
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TFive Saw Way}

Out of Alcatraz;
;Barker Killed

'Bremer Kidnaper Dies in’

Break With Four; One’
Is Shot, Others Give Up

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13 (P.—
Arthur (Doc) Barker, forty vears
old, gangland terrorist and kid-
naper, participated with four other
convicts in an attempt to break
away from Alcatraz prison, re-
garded as escape proof, early today
and lost his life, i ]

Ehot in the head and through
the legs by guards as he made'
ready for a desperate swim into
fog-shrouded Sah PFrancisco Bay.'
Barker died at 5:45 p, m. tonight in’
the prison hospital. .

Batker, who was shot as he
allegedly ignored & guard's order to
halt, had joined fellow prisoners in
sawing their way out of a steel cell
block in the island Feders] peniten-
tiary in which he was serving a lfe
term for the Edward G. Bremer
kidnaping.

In one of the thickest fogs the
rock prison island had experienced
since it became the home of des-
perate Federel convicts in 1934, the
five prisoners slipped quietly through
the bars they had severed and out
into the darkness. i
‘At 4 a. m. a guard noticed the
empty cells and saw the gevered
bars. In & moment the entire,
twelve-acre island was sglow with,
Hght. But even powerful search-:
Hghts did not penetrate far into the
fog, which Warden James A, John-
ston described &s “like a mass of
wool.” o
Guards along the island’s rim
finslly sighted the prisoners fleeing
toward waters of San Francisco Bay.

Barker was shot through the head
and legs &8 he ignored a guard’s
order tp halt. Dale Stamphill,
twenty-seven, Oklahoms kidnaper,
was shot through both legs,

Other Three Burrender

“'The other three fugitives sur-
rendered. They were William Mc-
Cain, thirty-six, & kidnaper; Henri
Young, twenty-eight, bank robber,
and William Martir, twenty-five,
Negro, a postoffice robber.

Martin was bruised and cut as he
slid down the rocky northwest

«loAGAnEALY, AlCAtraz guee—wp-ons
o its secrets—one of the things
that keeps alive the hope of escspe.

" The secret was driftwood. Day by
day the "escape-minded” prisoners
among Aleatraz's 300 to 400 convicts
see logs, boxes, old masts and other
flotsam drifting past, offering poten-
tlal IWesnvers to any one who would
attempt to swim the mile and &
Qquarter of treacherous bay current
fo the mainland, . - - .

How the convicts got the saws re-
mained & mystery. Johnston said
the prisoners were permitted to have
no direct contact with any one from
the outside, Whether they fliched
the instruments from - the piison
machine shop was “& matter of
speculation,” the warden said. The
sAWs were not found.

“To get out of the cells, each

prisoner had 1o saw through several-

sieel bars, each about three-fourths
o an inch in diameter,
Barker, a leader of the Barker-
Kearpis gang, was serving = lfe
sentence for the kidnaping ot
Mr. Bremer. Alvin' Karpis, co-
leader of the notorlous gang, also is
in Alcatraz. Stamphil] is gerving a
life term for the abduction of Dr.
Fred L. Myers, of Leedey, Okla.

Under 29-Year Sentence

- McCaln is under a ninet-nine-
year sentence for kidnaping em-
ployees of the Idabel, Okla., National
Bank., Young robbed the First Na-
tiona] Bank of Lind, Wash., and is
serving twenty years. Martin .is
under s twenty-five-year sentence
for a postoffice robbery in Illinols. -

Presumably the five were follow-

ing the same route taken by Ted] -

Cole and Ralph Roe, the first con-
victs tofescape from Alcatraz, who
disappeared from the island prison
in a heavy fog on Dec. 16, 1937.

Johnston expressed belief Cole and
Roe drowned in the treacherous
tides, but some prisoners have clung
to the belief the pair escaped.

An abortive attempt to escape
from Alcatraz ended in the death of
& prisoner” and guard last May 23
and the convictlon of two other con-
vitts on murder charges.

James C. Lucas, Rufus Pranklin
and Thomas E. Limerick b
through & window fn the prison

nter shop end attempted to

wall to freedom. Limerick
ed by a tower guard and -

seriously wounded. Lucas sur-
LI TR .

27 -~

S ntteribe escapé had bean {frert-
ed, prison officials dhc::?éd%l
M. Cline, carpenter shop guard, ly-
ing on the floor of the ghop, fatally
‘fnjured, his head battered. .-

3 Lucas #nd Franklin were _con-
iwicted last November for Cline’s

death, ., . -0
édcomim Locked i Cells

WASHINGTON, Jan, 13 (P).—

“More than 300 .“hard-boiled” con-

vists were. locked In their cells on

“Alcatraz Island ioday for ‘careful

tion ms & -result of an at-
mpted jailbreak by five prisonegs.
James V. Bennett, director of tlle

Trederal Prison Buresu, sald al) noj-

activitiss wiuld -be suspendi
t Alcatraz pending = thoro

Jearch of every ipmate

Mr. Tolson...........
Mr. Nathan ...

Mr Mciatire. oo L
Mr. Nighnls ...

Mr. Quirnlsr o ..

CLIPPING FROM D

e
+68f the {sland toward the wafr
t

' den Johnston said th ‘ g "
\&’%’ gﬁ}ﬁm?h p’fec’c}o:rmﬁn??ﬁ _ ) NEY YORE YZRALD TRIBUNE 7:5
and {iying. them together wilpn| -~ , .
d,?e!'td “.’... .'.’d?‘,-..:f - :(7 é L!J/ ’)\j o/ L DATT JAN 1 L ‘gqg v ] \
- ] oA
. \ : "\ B v
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]were split up. That's one big rea-
son a lot of jobs don't pan oul.
The big shots never talk, bul the
1itt}) ones cant keer

to YAemselves. :

ck Statig was working on

gefhway before he blew his

“He got hold of a pint of acid

he was trying to get hold of some
other stuff to make an explosive.
He was going to blow the side of
the wall out, and he said he had
enough : 1gh gees lined up so that
he thought some of them could
get away. :

He tried to proposition me to
help him, but I wouldn't play. The
pext thing I xnew he had got
hold of $300 toward buying & cou-
ple of roscoes. Bul it wasn'l
enough money and they never got
the roscoes, and ag far as I know
the acid is siil planted some-
where along with the $300.

LED LINE IS OUTCOME.

In each corner of the prison
Iyard they have a little box for
it.m: guards with & screen across
!1t. These fellows figured to get &
{10t of convicts grouped under gne
'of the boxes, hoost & man up
| their shoulders, and have him gjaD’
‘the guard and his gun, With tjat
‘gun they were going to Xnock e

othdf guards over, get their guns
and, then boost thémselves over
th ‘wall by using & big crate from
the baseball field. The guards got
wind of it, and now there’s a red
line six feet in front of each guard
box and the convicts can't cross it.

It's my etrictly personal guess
that trouble on the Rock could be
headed off by faking ten.or fif-
teen men—that's all the real
trouble-makers they have—and
segregating ‘em.,

A good 60 or 70 per cent of the
men are trying to do their time
peacefully, as long as they're let
alone und oot aghated. But when
somebody comes along and starts
& job and oflers to cut you in and
you won't go in, then you're in a
crack, golng and coming.

, If you go in, you're & heel with
the guards, and will maybe get
your head blown off. M you stay
out, then the rest of the convicts
will make it hot for you, talking
about you and calling you a scab
and fink and yellow and loud-
mouthing all over the lot. 1If you
start & fight with them over {t,
the guards grab you and

yoi] in the hole, .

The obly other way Y
to'avoicd trouble would be to e
Alcatraz s strictly tough stir and
kéep everybody out of it who Im'tl

i
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Pmson Record

Bullet Vlctlm
Last of Clan |

Lying behind a machine gun, Ma !
Barker poured lead at Federa)
agents tintil & bullet ended her life,
hN That was in Florida,

Early yesterday, on fog-shrouded
Alcatray island, ;no.er Federal
bullet brought a possible end to
the life of her “baby,” Arthur
. ¥Doc” Barker, last of the vicious
Barker clan that came out of the
f Ozatks {o leave a red trail over
. the Natlon,
© ‘There were five of the outlaw,
. Barkers, One was killed by police
while stil! in emali-time as a erim-
i inal, Another was sent to Leaven-
worth for lfe., Fred and Doc fol-
lowed Ma into a nationally notori-
ous career ¢f robbery and kidnap-
ing, culminating with their biggest ‘
job, the kidnaping of Edward Q.:
Bremer, Bt. Paul banker, in 1834
CAPTURED IN CHICAGO e
_ In January, 1935, Doc Barker m‘
-captured in Chlcago,
Ten days later t..e Federals Iou.nd
Ma and Fred in Florida. g
Ma bad a machine gun. Fred |
an aviomatic rifle.
Bolh were “'ring as they died.
Of the other prisoners who at-
tempted escape from Alcatraz, Dule
Stamphill, 27, also Is serving a sen-
-tence fro kidnaping. His victim was
Dr. Fred Louis Meyers, who was kid- .
naped after a bank robbery and
taken from Leevy, Okla, to Ca-
nadian, Texas.
Rufus McCaxin, 38, was convicted
of kidnaping bank employes in an
—  attempied bank robbery at Idabel,
Okls. His sentence was B9 years,
) CONVICTED OF ROBBERY

Henri Young, 28, was convicied of
robbing s Lind, Wash, bank and
sentenced o 20 years.

william Martin, 25, robbed a
cago postoffice and was nced
to 25 years.

. Al] were described by the Depart~ |
ment of Justice at Washington as
prisoners who have peen “difficult
to manage,” and Young, a former
Jinmate at McNell island, was de-

scribed as g .)'dizciplinary problem,.”
whoﬁ%;a‘n in the 1037 Alcatrag

i
|

Laliess
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Two Shot
Bullets Foil
Escape From

‘The Rock’

WASHINGTON, Jan 12
{F)~—The Justice Dep'urhnenti
announced tonight that Arthur
(Doc) Barker, gang leader who '
loughg to . escape Alcatraz
Prison, died tonight of gunshot
wounds inflicted when he ig-
nored commands of guards to
halt. ' -, : o
Warden James M. Johnstoo |
of Alcatraz notified the depart-
ment of Barker's death, :

Barker was one of five con-
victs who sawed their way out
of a cell and sought to escape
into fog-bound San Francisco|
bay early today. A second con-
vict, Dale Stamphill, Oklahoma
kidnaper, was wounded. -

Barker was shot through the
head and legs. + - -

anid three others were captured in
s desperate escape attempt in the
dense fog of early yesterday., The
* injured men were in & serious con-
dition last night: ' :
The attempted break brought
Prisons Director James V. Bennett
| speeding westward from Washing-|
:ton to make a thorough !nqulr;.
Obtainlng saws the men hed—tut
throughi bars of thelr five Ihdivid-
udl cells, sawed and pried openh bars
of an outer window of the cel! block
and fled to & beach on the island.

t
i Two Alcatrax convicts were shot
|

PRISON SIBEN BOUNDS |,

. g_\pm plot was discovered.

- em&on‘sshenscremedabove

the rost of the bay's fog homns,

sounding through & “wool thick”

atmosphere, . .

Coast Guard and police . boats
joined the Alcatrar launch. -

. Piercing lights aganst the blan-
ket of white that shrouded the
. fsland frevealed the flve men
. huddied on the beach, nesrly |
nude, striving desperately to fash-~
jon bits of drift wood into a raft,
ssing their clothes to bind it
' Shots from the launch followed
the light into the dim group. From
tpe other direction guards’ Tifles
blazed, S -

Arthur “Doc” Bsrker, one of the
most notorious of the island's more
than 800 “hard boiled” eriminals, -
feil with a bullet through the back
of his neck that came out near his
yight eye, and another bullet in the
EIDNAPER BHOT oo -

' Dale Stamphill, another kidnaper,
sentenced to life, dropped with a
hullet through his left leg above the
knee and another in the right leg
jpear the ankle,. fhe upper bullet
whs believed to have severed & ma-
jor arterr and he bled pron}sely.
His condition wes critical. -

Cut and brulsed by rocks and
possibly suffering other injuries,
William Martin, Negro, & postoffice
robber, also was taken to the hos-
pital. e

. Rufos McCain, serving #9 years
for kidnaping, and Henri Young,

. matlonal bank robber, surendered.

i as they saw thelr comrades fall.

Alcatraz  officials’  immediately
started ¢ search o learh Low the

cenvicts obtained .he saws, cut the

Lars snd obtained their brief lib-
riy. :

Congziled on Page‘i,' ol. 3

erty. .
Be_nnert:'t_,q‘.en washington by-frain
1R
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Tgb Shot, Two Capturéd Ny

- "More on Alcatraz Eééape Plot

Continped from Page 1
and planned to board a plane at
Chicago. . '

He sald prison officials had *"no
idea” where the convicts obtained
the gaw or saws,

Every prisoner’s clothing, shoes,
bedding and cell, he said, was to be
subjected to the closest examination.

The break was discovered by the
officer in charge of the cell block
at about 4 a. m. Immediately the
siren was blown.

Ban, Francisco police were mno-

$ified \t\l:ll a. m, and the police

boat 1, A. White zped to the
island. \ Coast Guard cutters
Joined 1t Ashore soldiers st the
Presidio patroled the beach in
the event the men were carried
in by the switily swirling tides.

Fifieen police radio ears eruised

back and forth along the waters
edge.

Late yesierday prison doctors
were unable to say whether Barker,
one of the four sons led in a famous
crime career by their mother, “Ma”
Barker, would survive,

ALL CAPTURED

Within approximately an hour
after the escape was discovered all
were captured. All normal activities
of the prison were suspended and
prisoners locked in their cells.

The first attempted escape from
the Rock since it became a Federal
prison was by Duich Bowers, killed
trying to climb a wire fence. Ted
Cole and Rsalph Roe reached the
water and disappeared. No trace of
them hes been found, That was in
December, 1937,

Last May three convicts broke
from & prison shop and reached the
roof. Guard Royal Cline and Con-
victThomas Limerick were slain.

In™y cell only & short distance
from taat of Barker was Alvin Kar.
pis, er's former partner, who
was led into big-{ime clme by “Ma”
Barker and her boys. :

\ |
All to Win, Nothing
To Lose for Convicts

Life to gain, nothing to lose—ex-
cept possibly a life alrgady in for~
feit.

That weas the motive of the Fri~
day the 13th gamble of the five
Alcatraz convicts yesterday.

Frank Y. Hennessy, Unilied
Siates Attotrney, said that anless
he receives ordets from Washing-
ton he wlll not prosecute any of
the conviets. Conviction wonld
mean a maximum sentence of tive
¥ears or a $5000 fine or hoth,

It would be an “ldle gesture”. to
add five years to the sentence of
Arinur Barker, 40, who is doing life,
or to that of Rufus McCane, 27,
sentenced 1o B9 years, on kidnaping
convictions, said Hennessy. !

Henri Young, 28, is zerving a 20-
year term for robbing e nationa]
bank, end Willlam Martin s serv-
ing 25 years for g postoffice Nybbery.

Al the men will lose \{keir
credits for good behavior \\and
convictions would serve no pur-
pose, the atiorney =zaid, There
would be ne chance of collecting
the fines, he added.
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| GALL BRINGS
QUIGK ACTI Il
B 5. . POLIGE

Boat Speeds to Island as Six
Radio Patrol Cars Take Up
Guard Over Waterlront

Ten minutes after the first “es.
cape” message was flashed from
Alcatraz vesterday meorning, the
waterfronts of Marin, Alameda
and San Francisco counties were
bristling with armed officers. -

So swift and methodical was
the response to Warden James A,
:Johnston’s warning that, had the
five felons succeeded in getting

i'oft the island by boat or raft,
+their ultimate escape would have
"been a mirgcie,

+ 'The land and sea moblllza.tion
was accomplished with the pre.
cision and dispatch of a well
drilled war-time maneuver,
TELEPHONED FLASH.

First telephone flash came o
the San Francisco police depart-
ment. -An Alcatraz attache told
'Night Operator Ralph H. Me-
‘Kenna:

; “Five men have escaped the
cell-block. We want help.”

That was at 4:13 4. m. A min
ute later, the police boat D. A
White had been notified and was
rleaving her pier to speed toward
’the Rock, Moments later, six ra-
‘dic cars were on their way to
‘strategic points along the water
front.

AUTHORITIES NOTIFIED.

'" Meantime Alcatraz authorities
- - had notified the Coast Guard, the

Army and the police of all neigh-

boring counties.

The Coast Guard dispatched the
cutter Daphne and two picket
boats t¢ patrol the Alcatraz
waters. .

T Word reached the Presidio at

@almost the same moment i d an
officer ten men were
diat. ordered to pat%

beach front along Crissy Fidl

A call was put through to Chiet
Agent Nat Pieper of the local Fed-
eral. Bureau of Investigation of-
fice and Pieper himself mobilized
ol bis statf and hastened to Alca-

BRZ. - e e e
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| THWARTED—Here's how the Qlcatraz es-

cupe attempt failed. The five felom made way

{ through window (1). Then they ran to bluff
1;)3_ (2) and clambered down rocks to.cove (3).

amble

ith Death at Prisor~

li JAN141339 | = HOW FELONS ESCAPE WAS THWARTED

Arthur “Doc” Barker and Dale Stamphill were
_shot by guards there, Convicts Rufus McCain
and Henri Young made way along beach to
‘cove ({4) where they were captured attempt-

oo S

ing to build rnfts of dnﬂwood Connwflm g
Martin was captured (5)-as he sought to: un
his clothing to tie together a driftwood raft e0
" he could make his escapein the dense bay fog.

~=Photo by Ban Francisco Examiner,

N 4

|
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Inszde Detalls of Rock
Break Plot to Be Ba rved

What lay behind the latest
desperate attempt of five
convicts to break ount of Alca-
traz? Who was the “brains”
behind the break? How did
they get hold of the tools
with which they sawed their
way out?~—

- P. F. Reed, author of “Mur-
deryyn Aleatraz,” who served
t\r-year “stretch” on Hell
answers these ques-
tions,, u only an “inslder”

could answer them, In =
series of two articles begin-
ning in tomorrow’s Exam-

Reed, whose semsational
series in The Examiner gave
the first complete Inside ple.
ture of the workings of “The
Rock,” will shed & new and
sensational 1ight the
latest attempt by cony to
beat Alcatraz, Reed vbrtual-
Iy forecast this break P his
previous writings. ’

i — —— —— - 3 — —
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J er and Alvin Karpis,

+ | 10, 1832.

The record of Barker, who was
; tatally wounded in yesterday's es-
* cape attempt, dates back 18
years to August, 1921, when he
was convicted of killing Thomas
J. Sherrill, elderly night watch-
man at 8t. John's Hospital, Tulsa,
Okla. He was sentenced to life
tn the Oklanoma State peniten-
tiary, but was paroled Sepiember

{ Two years later he and Karpis

-engineered the kidnaping of Ed-
: ‘ward G. Bremer, wealthy St. Paul
banker, and released him 21 days
tater on payment of $200,000 ran-

som.
ASSOCIATE SLAIN.
De f Justice agenis

followed Barker's trail for a year,
. finally caught him in Chicago on

i | . N ., j |
_|Police Record of Five Desperadoés l

Toughest of the five felons whoser alive, but killed an associates After Kuykendall broke out ofethe Alcatraz strika of 19037,
¥ tried to saw their way out of Al ’
catraz early yesterday was Ay-
thur *Doc” Barker, 40, member
of the notorious murder and kid-
naping combine headed by Bark-

Russell Gibson, Earlier, they had
killed “Ma” Barker and Fred
Barker, mother and brother of
the outlaw, in a pitched battle at
Oklawaha, Fla.

Convicted of the kidnaping,
Barker was sentenced to life im-
prisonment and brought to Alea-
traz. .

Records of the other four con-
victs in the escape plot: -

Dale Stamphill, 27, was serving
a life term for kianaping Dr. Fred
L. Meyers in Leedy, Okla., in 1835.

Stamphill had been a leader in
the break of 33 inmates of the
Granite, Okla., reformatory a few
months earlier, in which a guard
was killed.

ANOTHER KIDNAPING.

Following the break, Stamphill
teamed up with Malloy Kuyken-
dall and W, L. Baker Jr., to con-
duct a reign of terror climaxed

that prison and was recaptured
following another kidnaping, the
Federal Government decided to
take all three of the young hood-
lums in hand, tried and convicted
them in the Myers case, and sent
them to “The Rock” -
" Rufus McCain, 36, was also a
kidnaper, spending 89 years in Al-
catraz for the abduction or bank
employes during an attempted )
robbery of the National Bank of
Idabel, Okla. Originally sent to
Leavenworth, he was transferred
to Alcatraz after he attacked a
fellow inmate at the Kansas
prison, .
Henrl Young, 28, had only one
major “Job” to his record—rob-
pery of the First National Bank
at Lind, Washington. He was sen-
tenced to McNeil Island 20
years in 1337, trans{erred/: Al
catraz, and was a participant in

Wiliarn Martin, 25, Negro, and
youngest of the five, was serv-
ing 25 years for the robbery of a
post office in' Chicago in Jp36.
He started at Leavenworth, fvas
transferred to “The Rock” jand,
like Young, was 8 participa
the strike at,Alcatraz

R S

by a bank robbery and

napping of Dr, Myers. They wete
captured, sentenced to life at Mc-
Alester Penitentiary. '

s 1 January 8, 1935. They took Bark-

A *

¢

AN FRANCIS: 0 EXAMINER

FCRYARDED BY

BAR FFANTISCO DIVISION

JAN 141935
A0



Tr&gedy

 Twice before, desperaie little
groups of Alcatraz long-termers
have taken the short énd of the
“chance in a million” in efforts
lto erash -out of the nation's
toughest prison.

What happened to Theodore
Cole and Ralph Roe has never
been learned.

*What happened to James
Lucas, Rufus Franklin and
Thomas Limerick is & matter of
record—two are serving life
terms for the murder of Guard
Royal C. Cline; Limerick was shot
to death in the battle on the
“Rock.”

Roe and Cole, Oklahoma bad
men, made their fantastic escape
try a year ago last December,
under a mantle of fog comparahle
4o that in which the five convicts
dashed fo;/f.wedﬂ’m yesterday,

The morning of December 18,
the -two men slipped through a

PR

PRIOR ATTEMPTS TO FLEE RECALLED
Marks Record of Island Prlson

..,“ e

window in the machine shop ln
which they were working, and |
dropped out of sight. Their
escape was discovered within a
half hour—but from that day to
this, no tangible clue to their fate
has been found.

Whether they tried -to swim
the chill, swirling waters and
were drowned, whether they had
fashjoned a crude raft and cap
sued or whether, by some out-
side chance they actually made
shore and shrewdly dropped from
sight, has never been learned.

One of the most intensive man-
hunts in the region’s history was
carried on for weeks, but failed
to discover a single trace. Warden
James A. Johnston expressed the
conviction that the two had
drowned, and the complete ab-
sence of evidence to the contrary
has added weight to his conten-
tion.

DESPEEATE ATTEMPT.

- On May 23, five months after
Roe and Cole made their dash
for freedom, Luc.as, Franklin, and

yLimerick made their desperatesdeath as he tried to escape over

plunge But they took a different
route.

The three clubbed Guard Cline
unconscious in the model shop,
climbed through a window onto
a roof top, and tried to “rush”
Tower Guard Harold Stites. ' -

But Stites stood, calmiy, and
poured lead at the trio, killing
Limerick and wounding Franklin.
Lucas put up his hands and
surrendered.

LIFE SENTENCES, -

Cline died the next day, and for

his murder, Lucas and Franklin
were tried in Federal Court. The
jury returned a verdict of first
degree murder with recommenda-
tion for lenienecy, and the two

went back to "The Rock” to serve

out their life sentences.
Prior to either of

the high wire fence. Convicts who
have been freed from the rock
have mainiained, howev that
Bowers was “stir a.nd
having got outside, was '

to clamber back over the fence

when a guard shot him dd

Lse at- .

tempts was the incideny/ of the’

fatal shooting of Joe;“Dutch”,
Bowers, mail robber, Prison

officials sald he was shot to
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Sweepmg Inqulry Launched
But Saws Used by Men
Not Discovered

BARS OF 5 CELLS CUT

By ALVIN D. HYMAN
Arthur *Doc” Barker, a public enemy of note before
Aleatraz took him over, took the short end of a thousand-
to-one gamble at freedom yesterday—and lost. _
Last night, the one-time partner of Alvin ‘“Creepy”
~ Karpis paid his debt in full. He died in the prison hospital,
twelve hours after he and four fellow convicts were cap-
tured at the edge of the island, desperately trying to fashion
driftwood rafts to aid them in reaching the mainland.
Even as Barker died, t‘he most intensive “shakedown’
Y the brief but turbulent histpry of the Federal pen.tentmry
on “The Rock” was being laurched, to hunt out the \‘aner-
alle point in Alcatraz’ internal\a.rmor. .

rison Searchedn |

For Arms After 5
Failin Escape Plot

~—

l

™o

ARTHUR ‘DOC’ BARKER .

Succumbs to Wound
*  —Internaticnal News ¥
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SAW CELL BARS.

For the five men had sawed

N

their way through epecifjily

{reated bars of five cells, cut their way through the ogjter
. bArs of the “escape proof” prison and leaped down over the

cliff
wi

to the narrow beach before the guards caught up
them. At that point, Barker's overwhelming yearning

- for freedom outweighed his fears—

of the guards’ rifles, and he tried,
to run for it. So did Dale Stamp-
hill, Oklahoma kidnaper. .
A roar of rifle fire rang out,’
and both men fell, Barker with
a bullet in his skull and another
in his leg, and Stamphill with a
shattered thigh and leg. .
Last night, 25 Barker was car-
ried, dead, from the prison hos-
pital, Stamphill's condition was
reported serious. ’
Barker’s body was brought to
San Francisco in a launch, and
placed in the county morgue.
The three other partners in the
escape plot—Kidnaper Rufos Me.
Cain, Bank Robber Henri Young
and William Martin, Negro post
office robber—surrendered in the
face of the guards' guns.
PRISON SEACHED. . )
McCain and Young surrendered
- together. Martin, who had ap-
patently detached himself from
. i:lw.'.k four white men, was found a
qguarter hour later on a narrow
strech of beach, naked work:
ing furiously in an effori\to tie
drift wood together wity his

clothes and improvise a ral
He recelved hospital treatment |l
. for exposure and for cuts amd

bruises received in scrambliing
down the rocky cliffs to the r.

With the five convicts p-
tmi‘d.' Warden James A, J 4
stot; immediately launched a!
prisin-wide “shakedown”  de-:
slgn'd not only to uncover the.
facts behind the almost.success-
fu] break, dbut also to prevent &
recurrence. =

Every mattress and piece of
clothing and stick of furniture
in every cell was subjected to
minute scrutiny by guards and
by the celebrated “electric stool-
pigeon,” the mess hall and the
bathroom, and the numerous
shops were closely examined;
every conceivable hiding place
on the Rock was pried into as
authorities went afier possible
weapons or instruments which
might ald L prisoner toward

Despite the closeness  of the
search, the saw-blades used to
the “saw-proof” steel of cell
rs and window bars had not
n found by nightfall. -
E»!or had prison officials found
anianswer to the obvious ques-
Mons posed by the “caper” of the
five desperadoes, sich nuestions

[

a8 ere did they obtain the
saw blides? How were they 2 le
to cut 'through, not only one.: %
t
five dpils? How could Gy gy FRANCISEO EXAMTNER

© eBCAl detection while, out
éhelrpeeells. they performed the
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' questions considered that James

" hours after news of the at

ting the bars of the ceilhouse
window? .

PRISON HEAD DUE HERE.
So important were the early
and correct answers to such

V. Bennett, director of Federal
prisons, left Washington a few

tempted escape reached him, and
started for San Francisco to take
personal charge of the investi
gation. He intended to go to
Chicago by train and then
hasten the journey by flying to
this Coast. .
Meanwhile, Nat Pieper and his

e

T

DALE SAMPHILL &
Shot by Guards
. ==lIntgrnaticne]l News Scund Photo.

G-men were on the island, aid.
ing Warden Johnston in the‘n;-
vestigation.

The five convicts, Wardln
Johnston disclosed, made Ithﬁir
br}zak at approximately 8::5’
a £y

‘3 'e know they were in thelr
eells: at 3:30" he said. “We
found they were missing when
we made the hourly checkup
at 4 a. m. An alarm was im-
mediately sounded. Every
guard on the island was awak-
ened. San Francisco police

and the Coast Guard, and mil-

ftary suthorities st the Pre- .
sidio, and police of the East !

Bay and Marin were notifled in

accordance with a pre-arranged

escaps plan.
VISIBILITY LOW.
“Everything worked out as
planned. Local police threw
men slong thelr respective
waterfronts. The BSan Fran-
police *boat, and three
Coast Guard boats came up
and began crulsing sround the
island. Our own launch, with

its searchlights stabbing the in- -

tense fog, crulsed closer to the

shore,
"It was the foggiest RIZAC I
“Sowvo-aker seen. Visibility was

'@oc Barker Slain, Pal Shqi‘"
As 5Fail in Alcat ;

" CONVICTS SEIZED BY
ARMED ‘GUARDS
ON BEACH

{Continued from Page One)
. long and .difficult task of cut-¢' ~

raz Brea)z_

——

HENRI YOUNG
Captured Concict
=-International News SBound Photo.

little above xero, The guards
formed & ring around the entire
ounter edge of the island, and
then began closing in, backed

| wup by the bosta.” A

LONG PLANNED.

The search, Warden Johnston

sald, had been actually under way
‘nly a few minutes when the con.
icts were spotted on th{! beach,
) “They were ordered sur-
ender,” he sald, “and the order
was repeated as the men
started to ran. When they re-
fused to halt, the guards
opened fire.”

—_—— e e
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Although the atternpied break
had obviously been planned long
in & , and although it
geems certain that the bar-sawing
must have been done in snatches
over a long period of time, War-
den Johnston pointed out that
nothing definite can be learned
on these points.

spnything 1 might say about
that,” he told nmewspapermen,
“would be pure speculation.”

1t was generally believed that
the five convicts, following the
technigue first used by Ted Cole
and Ralph Roe when they disap-

ared from the Island in Decem-
ber, 1937, deliberately walted for |
a heavy fog to shield their move-
ments.

Mariners described the fog that
swirled around the island esrly s
yesterday morning as the heavi-
est of the season—and ‘Warden
Johnston, who made & personal
test as soon as the convicts were
rounded up, deciared it was im-
possible for any guard in any of
the towers to spot the men as
they moved through the fog to
the beach.

PREVIOUS BREAR.

Participation of Barker in the|
unsuccessful attempt to *beat”
the Rock brought up interesting
conjectures. Discharged Alcatraz
prisoners have revealed that Al[
catraz conhvicts generally believe
that Barker engineered _and
financed the celebrated Cole-Roe
break. They B8ay Barker md‘
many others were scheduled to!
make the break, that a boat had:
been “planted” near the izhmd;i

at Cole and Roe ouble-,
Croa. their confederatie by
making the break aipne and shead
of schedule.

e T

e
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. - Accepting this theory as cor-

RUFUS McCAIN
Escape Thwarted
~Interpationsl News Sound Fhaoto.

rect, and glso accepting the con-
vict belief that Cole and Roe did
not drown but made a clean gets
away, it was held not impossible
that Cole and Roe may have had
a boat waiting, somewhere in the
fog, when the five meade -thelr
dash early yesterday.

Against any such possibility,

Cole und Roe drowned, plus the

poats that cruised around the
|sland early yesierday. No
“gtrange” boats were near the
island, they said.

Nevertheless, the search was
extended throughout the day-and
fnto the early hours.of this fnorn-
{ing. A Coast Guard cutter cruised
the Marin County waterfront past
midnight, flashing its powerful
searchlight upon all mooring
docks. One blast of its whistle
was answered by two blasts from

however, is the official bellef tha‘t'l
report of police and Coast Guard

wldlcatraz, and the cutter headed
-ﬁ&?acmss the Bay tomnr AR FORVARDED BY

?nndscm
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Bennett Flies llera‘“
’il‘o See ‘Rock Saws

IAlcatraz Due for Record Shakeup as Resul’r
Of 5 Felons Hacking Cell Bars

s quietly as inmates try to slip out, James V. Bennett “head man” of Amerjr~’s
fediral prisons, apparently slipped silently into Alcatraz today
flicial government cars met a ferry today and an unidentified ‘visitor

*

whisked to Alcatraz via special launch,
Johnston was available to confirm his arrival,

Bennett was expected t.
rive by plane and Warden John-
stok sald earlier that fae ex-
pe{ted him “by noon™ ‘{

ennhett’s trip here w{s chief-
Iy to see about the saws which
“sprung” five felonus from their !
Alcatraz cell block and to head ,
& thorough shaking down of the
prison as the result of the latest
escepe try (o end in violent
fallure™ -
2 VITAL QUESTIONS

With prison officlals and G- '
men balked In a three day inch- !
by-inch search for the saws with |
which the slain Arthur (“Doc”) |
Barker anq four lesser prisoners {
cut their way out, the entire
island faced a figurative inside~
out turning, to reach the answer

1o these three guestions:

-

.
’

T et i e i s o g

but neither Bennett onr Warden .Iamr

! - - B T

How were the saws obtalned“

and secreted and later

‘of after the convicts “made it to
}.the beach, where two were t

and  all ﬂve captured Friduny
\morning?

GUARD LAXITY DOUBTED

How could the severing of the
‘bars of tive separate celis, neces-
‘sarily a painstaking task of pos-
sibly weeks, have been concealed
Jrom guards?

What drastic, long -range
‘changes are needed on Alcatraz
Yo insure against a repetition of
.the escape try, which camg all too
cluse to sucteeding? .. .

a.ctlon has been ta.ken

any guard for Yaxity,

pr n omcmls sald, as there was
no vidence that any had fziled
erclse the greatest care and

- .rv-.-.in-m.)m

t
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“It was simfly a case of being

able to be more than one place
at the same time” Warden
Johnston said. - -

CELL BREAKERS GIYILLED

With Benneti’s arriyal from
Washington the four s vors of
the attempted break—three in
‘solitary and one in the prison

hospital—faced reneweq grilling.

Bennett was expected to lead
the questioning of Dale Stamp-
hill, shot in both legs but re-
ported improving in the prison
!hospltai after being near death
Irom loss of biood.

The other three in solitary

confinement are Rufus McCaln,
bank robber and kidnaper;
Henri Young, bank robber, and
William Martin, Negro, postoffice
robber. Previous questioning by
prison officials revealed nothing
té solve the riddle of the escape,
it was reported.

OUTSIDE AID HUNTED

Possibility that th. escape con-
spirators might have counted on
m,it.side gid in their escape was
stilt being consldered, but no evi.
dence to support this theory has
been uncovered, Warden John-
ston said.

The body of Barker, former ¢o-
leader of the notorious Barker-

Earpls gang, serving life for the

$200,000 Bremer kidnaping, la-
at the morgue here, awaiting

~

claim from his father, Georg.

Barker of Joplin, Mo. -
Barker, shot in the head al d
when he lgnored guards'
rs to halt at the water'’s ¢
d In the prison hospital la

y.

inquest into his death will
be set later in the week, Coroner
T. B. W. Leland sald, probably
for Thursday. °

}
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A" FRANCISCO-~A CORONER'S JURY TODAY RECOMMENDID THAT THE rsninai
. PRISON AT ALCATRAZ ISLAND IN SAN FRANCISCO BAY BE MOVED TO SOME OTHE
.. LOCATIOM,. o A

, l 1/24 ON542P S B | L ‘

\ ADD ALCATRAZ, SAN FRANCISCO _ . ce T ,\
THE JURY DELIBERATED ON THE DEATH OF ARTEUR {DOC? BARXER, ONC-TINC
CANASTER, XILLED BY GUARDS WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE JITH FIVE OTHER
CONVICTS FROM THZ ISLANDa IT RETURNED A VERDICT THAT BARKER MET DLATH
wAT THE HANDS OF GUARDS UNKNOWNL™ ST
THE JURY'S VERDICT ADDED TUAT SAN FRANCISCO CITIZENS SEOULD “URITE
10 HAVE A MORZ SUITABLE LOCATION UTILIZED FOR . IMPRISONWMENT OF THE ¢
TYPE OF ‘DZSPERADIES AT PRESINT ON ALCATRAZ.™ e

V724 ONS52P .. I
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/ SAN FRAN CISCO--BISTRICT ATTORNEY ﬂATTHLH BRADY TOBAY URGED
AB’\'\DO'\“‘WNT OF ALCATRAZ AS A FEDERAL PRISON,
GOVEIRNMENT TRANSFEZR ITS ®DEVIL'S ISLAND*" ELSEWHZRE.

OF THE CHAMBLIR OF COMMERCE.
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ARQUSED BY LAST WEEX'S ATTEMPTED ‘BREAK, BRADY RECOMMENDED THAT THE
S&N FRANCISCO CHAMBER OF COXMERCE START A DRIVZ TO HAVE THE FLD:..RAL

THE RECOMMENDATION WAS IN A LETTER TO MARSHALL DILL, NEW PR:.SIDENT
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OFFICIALS HERE
AND IN EAST
ARE WORRIED

Portable Scientitic 'Dev_ice.s
~ Balked in Search for Con-
t- . victs’ Escape Tools

—

U.S.DIRECTOR ON WAY HERE

Bennett to Arrive Moﬁday 16
Join Warden Johnston in
Investigation -

———

Portable “electric ‘eyes®

Jpeered over every suspected

inch of Alcatraz today as an

alarmed Government sought -
ét_he gaping hole that criminal

cunning has knocked in The
Rock’s vaunted tmpregnability.
i Bot afler more than 24 hours of

' search, these and other sclentifie

; devices had nét found the nws

! which' five lelons yesm(hy ued h

escape thelr eel'h.

; One convict, notorious Arthur
e:oc) Barker, dled last night of

unds from guards' ritles when the
men were found ab the water’s edge.

Bizmphill, Oklahoma f
whow also wounded, still s

aeriou.s condition hut doctrs gave

& good chance rIlIe Thethm
gg:nm surrendered. ..

i

" Otfictals Worried ™~ 27T
"We mvo Dot found the saws, ﬁ
bgwem his -de
eepy-voleeg Lmheen“m”
() up most
'Tt atter being routed hut ‘i
a m, the night before,  -.
- Behind his casual and uncom-
unicative conunent lay deep worzy
cog officialdomy hers and in
Prison Director Cnmln;
Though the wardenh would not

suy 30, yesterday's bloody hreak .

%rought the tost serious threat to

prison’s security since 1t was

tablished in 1833—that is why Di-

‘}:ctor of !l'xrlsom Jau‘;;s V. Bennett'
toming here from Washington.

! There have been other island eg«

iape attempts that were more specs -

tacular without bringing Mr, Ben=
beﬂ.hereonthenm He will ar-
Flve Monday, .

He and Warden Johnston ‘want

the answers to these questions:
; From where came the saws,
' ebvionsly numercus and of good
quality to bite thronxh spech.lly
“treated steel?
. How, in so brle! a time, sould
Alve convicis in five separate cells .
-saw. throngh five separate doors
: andl then through an ouiside cor-
< ridor window? They are checked
" hourly,
! " And if they did it over a period of
days, why (&id not routine inspections
discover their work? -
. . Why did not the magnetic detactors
(“electric eyes) find the saws aa
they were brought into the main eell
block?
nmeuwsweresuppedinmmn
prison workshop, why did not the
daily equipment count disclose their
absence? -

There were other questionn tnn,
but these wers enough to make the
warden red-eyed from loss of sieep.

Portable Electric Eyes
. The warden disclosed for the first
‘time that the prison iz equipped with
portable electric eyes, now searching
out every conceivable place that the
saws might be hidden.

The magnetic detectors or eleriris
eyes are stationed at several points
in the main cellblock, and should
disclose any metal object, no matter
how small, that & convict might &Iy
to. take into hix cell ﬂth him, nld'
the warden, ' - -

There wad always the poﬁibmty.
too, that the otmvich

into Bay. :
does not beIieve tbl
. (Turn 4 Pire !. m:-n ) I
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: MORE ABOUT
- ALCATRRZ—
(Glll!.ll.‘ Frem Fage 1)

. al
ceme from off the Wland, Mr. John-!
ston sald.

He wouid not venture an opinlon
as to whether the conviets had,
:orked severa] nights sawing the

ars. .

“That's awfully hard to say,” be |
explained, *1 hesliaie io0 oon- [
Jociure.” }

Mesnwhile Coroner T, B, W. Leland
anncunoced that an inquest would be
heid next week into the death of
Barker,

Services for Barker

Barker's body was brought to the:
mainland last night and placed in!
the W, C, Lasswell mortuary. From':
there, unless Barker's aged father'
in Missouri claima the body, funeral
services will be held next week.

ernment contract for burying bodiea
of unclaimed prisoners, said “stmple
but respectful” services would be
conducted. ]

Barker's death at 40 ended a crim- :
inal career that began when he was
& boy in the lead and ginc mining
country of the Ozark Hills. It wipes,
out all but one of the criminal Bar-:
keiu{unny-n brother in I..uvu:-i
worth.

m{h:!r oonvieta in the escape
attempi~Menry Young—i&. _Rufus
McCain, 38, and Williem Martin, 35,

got the customary solitary tru‘t.ment.

Sixih Fatal Attempt
%r was the sixth man to dle
Y t death in sfforts of Teteas
to beat the Rock—sixth, that is, if
the Government is right in its belinf
ihat Ralph Roe snd Ted Cole
drowmed,

One Of these aix was & guard, Roy-
sl C. Cline, aiain last spring by
Rufus Pranklin and James Lucas
in the escape piot that brought death
to Thomas Limerick, The other was
Joe (Dutch) Bowers, mail robber,
shot as he attempted to soals the
fence, . . :
- This latest chapter of prison vio-

The mortician, who has the Gov=" |

-8t 4 8. m., picked out the group in

jznce began in the year's densest
fog shortly before 4 a. m, yester-
day when the five crept from their
cells in the main cell bigck, Down
the corridor they crept, through s
corridor window and down to the

X To Water's Edge

Eluding the gusrd watch in the
fog, they ran and slid down to the
Walend's Golden Ciate side, mcaled
& high fence and scrembled down &
shori cliff to the weter's edge. -

It was thers that guards, ealled
from-bed when the absence of the
gelons from their cells was discovered

the fog. Young and J4cClain gave Up
without a struggle.

Rifles hrouzb;ht. u{ll:;m Barker and
Siamphill when an, -
_ mgt.m was found seporsta1y; Bes-
perately attempting to fashion &
drifvwood-weit. -

BAR FRARCIZZO ®u¢

C e e iy e

TORVARDED BY
’AN FRANCISCO DIViSTo,

JAN 14 1935

Y

-



ERE LN

{ detect

. thoss blades are  priceless.

AlCATRAZ TENSION MUUNTS-"'”
BE(‘AUSE SAWS USED FO

ESCAPE ARE STILL MISSING

Blades Not Traced Beyond corndor Where Con-
' victs Cut Through Barred Wmdows, -
May Be Lost i in Bay Waters

PYeTa—.

Tiny saw blades——t.o desperate convicts 8 treasure greatet

‘than gold, to prison keepers a threat as serious az guns—.

are suspended like swords over the heads of Alcatraz offi-
_claldom. 8o long as those saw blades are missing—and today
‘Warden Jomes A. Johnston was directing the fourth day of a

minute but frultless search—The®

Rock remains ripe for another prizon

_break bloodier even, perhaps, than

the one which Friday ended the 1ife
of notoricus Arthur (Dac) Buker.
- The Rock Tense

The Rock Is tense’ and restless,
gripped by the uncertainty of things
to come, Guards move with & herv-

- ous aleriness, Convicts are sulien

and watchful.

Ints this atmosphere, due some-
time today, comes Director of Prisons
James V, Bennett from Washington

==his hurried trip indicates how im--

portant to the Department of .msttee
are those saws.
Where could they be?
Cut Through Ban
Pive convicts used them last
Thursday night to saw out of five
separate cells in the main cellblock.

. The convicts took them from the cells

into ths corridor to saw through the
barred corrider window. There the

- trace of them enda,

At Washington, Bclenee Bervice
suggested that the saws might be
made by esrboloy, the tfungsten
urbi‘fe and cobalt material which
ranks: next to diamond in hard-
ness. { Nonmetal, it would nmot be
by the nrlson *elec
eyon":

The convicts mched water’s aﬁ

" before they were caught. They

have thrown the blades into the Bay.
But officials do not believe so. .

To The Rock’s desperate men
They

/¢

were left behind by the ping
felons for others who would t a0
other foggy night. That i t of-
ficlals fear. And that fs wh air
of foreboding hangs over Alcatraz

ST S

Mz, CONPT vmremmer

¥r. Cravwl.o e v
Mr. Faap..
¥or. Forwnrth .oem-.

Mr. GinviD o ocesvecee-
Mr. Forbo ..ccorveee-
My, IAALeT nveeoaer
Mr. Mcintire..ceoeees
¥y Nichels.ooonoumss
Mr. Qoine TomR. e
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huside Stogy of Brea

At Alcatrazne‘,e |

.

' This {s the supposedl;v “imprégnabié” Federal Prison | their way 1o freedom 1ast week. The five were eap—tured
at Alcatraz Island, in San Francisco Bay. However, two l before they eould escape to the mainland—but not before
prisoners have actually esc:ped, and five others sawed | two had been shot, one fatally, Internaljol_ul News photo.

-~ LA

Saws Abound in
Rock’ Cells, Says

Former Inmate

While prison aulhorities today
sought the solution of how five
men were eble to saw their way
out of their Alcatraz cells, P, F.|
Reed, former conviel, declares
that despite all precautions,
dozens of saws are circulating
among the prison colony.

This article, first of two by the
euthor of “Murder on Alcatraz”
who spent four years on the
island, apain “lifts the lid”

By P. F. REED,
Copyright, 1939, Bearat Publications, Ine.
BAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 18—
The "electric stool pigeons' you
have heard so much about are a
long ways from foo! proof.

And TUncle Sam, who spent
plenty of money to make the Rock
‘brisr proof,” economized on
ack saw blades.

That is the reason Arthur "Doc”
Barker, one of the worst trouble-
makers and agltators they've ever
nad out on the Rock, is dead and
hz bars on five cell doors will

have to be fixed.
~ Barker, “Casey” Young, Rufus
McCain, Rale Stamphill and Bill

Martin sawed their way out .f In his accomanylng article, P. F, Reed | such blades “floting all over hé placé." g 9
2;‘: fgeu;:’r__z?fh :‘}:d:;m‘ declares that the sieel bars, used in the | Here is one of the cell blocks—airy, Jight (7/
.wﬁm celld, were not at all impervious to hack- | and clean, the most ug;ggq};c‘pz_-i,son An

) + e = L i v £
)Y ThoTe Lhan (WO years. saws—and also deciares that there were | the world, - .. = '+ s TR g




Eouard

Fk Saw Blades

Telis of Losing

T wWas workmz in the butcher
sop about June, 1836 when &
iard-mechanic came in to fix a
smpressor that broke down and
ooded the joint,

He was & Joud-mouthed, Joose-
~ped screw. He me that he'd
't a package K _E8
ades. He said the ones the
~ fernment furnished him weren't
+ good and he bought some of
own. Then he lost them,

rhe loss was never reported bhe-
ise he was afraid o what would
spen if the warden found out
wat it. And he never Jocated
m. They've bheen clrculating
x since. There’'s & hundred
ces around the eceil-house, par-
1larly in the kitchen basement,
-.r;d they could bhave been
ited.

> ples Can Be Hidden

es of Shoes

_§e kitchen, How? Simply

by plastering them o the recessed
botton of the slop cans which
frequently pass from the klichen
into the cell block, Even sand-

wiches have been brought l.n that
waY.

Any of the kitchen help or the
cell-house runners who have ac-
cess to the cell block after 8:30
in the morning could have carried
the bjades in. The kitchen help
are allowed to wear belts and it
would be easy for them to alip
the top of their pants, stick in a
couple of blades and cinch their
belts up tight,

When they go thxough the door,
they get only a rough fan. Por
that matter, the blades could have
been carried in inside their shoe
soles, slit the seam of a sewn shoe
sole and Alp a blade into the
leather—as simple as chat,

The biades could have been car-
ried indefinitely without serious
danger. In the first place there
iso't & mechanical stool plgeon
hetween the kitchen and the cell
block. Butweven if there has been,
it would have been safe enough,

I had bet Alley T, Anderson one

time that he couldn't carry metal
through one of them and he won

the bet. He carried s half-inch
steel bar about a foot long through
the gadget and it didn't Jet out s

chirp. Another fime a mechanic
packed » crescent wrench through
two stee] pigeons. 'He made: two
trips and the lnnchme dldn't. turn
& whisker, .. = |

Finds Bars of Own c.u
Sawed Quarter Way

As for the cell and window bars
being impregunable to hak saw
blades—that's a Iot of baloney, I
have been able to vouch for that
ever since 1 drew my first cell
assignment. I was parked in the
center block and after s short
residence discovered one of the
bars sawed through s guarter of
the way. I squawked for a cell
change pronto. I had no desire to
be present when the thing was
discovered.

Anocther umple that didn't get
any publicity showed up i the
hospital late in 1937. Bomebody
sawed their way through s window
bar in the hospital. It was pre-

pared for six montns before they

_an-Med in a welding outfit and

. Durmg Bar SaJ

fixed ft up. Then ' whsn't dis-
covered.: An old ‘ton, whom I
understand was later transferred
to Springfield, put the finger on it.
They never did explain where
those hack saw blades ume from,
bui they were floaiing all gwer|
the joint. A

-‘.1,:. .

IBelieves Guards Slepl'

....-.,' T
—p oy . ox

When the stir went np over
there, they talked a Jot about how
the bars would resist any hack saw
blades. Tf that's the case, why
are they so worried aboul saw
jblades getting Joose?-

‘The biades and the bars would
have been & mark for any con in
the place. But the real question
iz how they got the bars sawed
without being seen or heard by the
cell block guards, © .-

I can ligure Chly one an.svrer to
that. The screws went to sleep.

There always iwo of them
on duty on' the catwalks st the
ends of the cell block, day anc
night, one &t each end. At night
there’s » floor guard who's sup-

Conti- -‘;

on Page &, Calomn 1.

~ o~
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-josed; to make the rounds o

in and out all night long.

on the floor, and there is slways
one on each catwalk. Al of them,
unless they fall asleep or just don't
want to see, have a full view of the

Hght as day in both ends and down
the side corridors, ™ -

Guard on Catwalk .
Snores in Afterncon

I've seen & guard on the catwalk
dead to the world. I came out of
the kitchen at 3 o'clock in the
afternoon and you could hear him
snoring all over the block. He's
a big Bwede and usad to be a lum-
berjack. There he sat with his
feet propped up an the bars ok the
cellhouse slde. Any con could
have stepped up on a desk below
the catwalk and snatched the gun.
I stopped and watched him for a
minute. He snored right on, with
his mouth open a fooi, through all
the nolse of the cons walking
down the tiers -on their way to
take a bath.

Another time, 25 or 30 cons in
the kitchen saw & screw in the
tower snoring away. They could
look through the kitchen window
and see him with his head tilted
back next to the telephone so he
¢ould hear the bell if it rang,

That happened s0 many times
Iatet the kitchen help used to kid
him. He'd say he was belng fed
so good he was getting so fat he
couldn’t help {t. He weighed 140
when he came in on the bum and
weighed 235 when he left. Inci-

dentally, {Iﬁa_la_t&_e_m_ﬂl
e blades.

who lost
Sonl, in Break Had %o
!.m Locked Wirs Gate ~

To- get from thelr cells to ths
window they went through, th
Aive cons had to pass down &
z_‘.on'idor. turn s corner within
ilset of the catwalk screw and th
j;o through a locked wire gate. .

I me how th t a

ate and maybe I’

man was caaned for bringin
ﬁ%x;ey into the cons slong lafe

- There was & heavy fog Priday
morning when the boys went out
-the windows That gives the out-
side crew an out, even though the
cons had to parads through an
osclllating searchlight as bright as
a navy battleship’s. They also had
to dodge a prowl car which patrols
the island all night with a couple

of guards in It ‘
Prisoners Had to Pass
Under Guard Towers

The way they came out they
missed "the wire fence, but they
must have passed across a broad|
patch of lawn {n the glare of the
light and almost under one of the|
main gusrd towers—within 100
of where Joe Bowers was killed,

f

tell
tiers every haif- hour. Besides you how they did {t without being,
thase, there's 8 leutenant who's, ssen or heard when It's 50 qulet &
cough sounds like a cannon shot.
During the day two guards are! Although it’s stricily against the

to .
But they wouldn't all be &

gnh?e. Tll_lti:{n couid l;;;e been asleep.
block from end to end. The walls ce . noy eral employe
are gs bare a8 & pool table and sy could be fixed, although one free

Doc Barker’s fate was In the
cards.

Two months ago, In the New
York Journal and American,
P, P. Reed, Alcatrax ex-con-
viet, hinted of trouble to come:.

“He (Barker) has been In
more trouble than anyone on
the Rock...” .

it obvious that it was planned for
months in sdvance. The clrcum-
stances make it impossible for the
break to have been one under-
taken on the spur of the rhoment,
Barker unquestionably was the
lender of the gang because he was
the only one who had any guts
and & little sense mixed with it.
There's also the fact that there
have been five attempts to eascape
Aleatraz, and he was cut in on all
of them but two, ’

The second trick, when Ralph
and Ted Cole went out the mat
shop window and disappeared, he
was kept in the cell house. There
were five others besides Barker

in 11937 trying to climb the inclb~g)n0nn00d to go that time, Three

fence. -
way, the thing

'out of the five were in the shop
when Roe and Cole ptushed out the
window they'd had fixed for weeks,
climbed to the ground, twisted the
lock off the gate and disappeared,
headed for the Golden Gate. -

Roe and Cole Believed
Drowned in Escape
The D. J.'s ¢cla

dra -

]

Cole

drowned trying to swim the Gate,

but 80 per cent of the cons bhelieve
they'rs free and 'going strong.
Anyway, they gave Barker and
the rest the double-cross because
they didnt even tell the three who
were in the mat shop that they
were on thelr way., They jum

QB"_"’“!"_’S Alcqtra# Death | -
Predicted by P. F. Reed ¥

-

The Doc’s trouble-meking J™
ended In death following an’®
fll-fated bholt for freedom.

P, F. Reed tells all aboutifit £
today—and will tell more
tomorrow's instalment of
eripping “inside” story, ' &
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Jind the phoney bar i the hoe-
Jital. So did four others. They
ouldn't all get sick at the same
ime and that's why the stage was

‘et for 8o long without any action.
Agaln, last May 23, Barker was
'eft in the Jurch when Limerick,
Tqicas and Franklin killed Cline
id climbed up to the roof of the

pesadnscked off and Frank!in was
crippled in the deal.

Barker would prabably have got
his then if he'd been in the posl-
tion 1o be there,

Barker Let Out Only
On Special Oceasions

Byt that was after the Cole and
Roe beef and Barker was lald in
and wasn't let cut except on apecial
occasions, These were when an
army transport wou;d ceme in and
they'd need exirs men in the
laundry. The rest of the cons
were logical candidates for the
caper,

“Casey” Young was nothing but
& loud-mouthed kid, with & lot of
gab and no guts. :But he had a
record as & trouble-maker, He
also had a reputation—or thought
he had—that he had to keep up

®

pusned nim mnto ths was his repu.
tation, not guta.

Stamphill Once Tried to

opdel shop byilding, Limerick

in there, The only thing that

Flee Reform Scheol

Rufus McCain was an ex.convict
gun gusrd at Tucker Farm, Arkan-
sas. He wasn't very well thought!
of on the Rock, He was the one
who carrled in the shiyv on the
Cline beef and attempted to cut
another con’s throat.

The popular Opinion was that
he was in on the Cline deal and
that {f turned out fo be a little
too rough for him. So¢ he had to
pull something to get himself
locked up and safely out of the
way. That way they emﬂdn’t S8Y
he was yellow.

Stamphill i3 nothing but a punk
kid, too, With the time he's got
—life—he naturally- thinks he's
tough and he's trying to convince
everybody else, He's had three or

four fights and lost every one of

them, His hottest perforfnan
was an attempt to escape fromt
Oklahoma reform school. -

I don’t remember Martin, "aJ3;
though Imight if I had l. pictur %
of him, 3

With & line-up like thst it na s
urally becomes a question why thy
officials didn’t take more preca
tions to make sure they wouldn i"" P
flgure a pew angles for chec it
of the Rock. . .

After all, the c.'line case lhow
the cons they had nothing to lo
by attempting to break, -
cially those doing life. It loot d
like the worst they could get w
& bullet or another life senten
And, after all, what's one ur
sentence more or less, L ;

‘tAnother of the series
stories about Alcatraz, by P,
Reed, quthor of “Murder
Alcatraz,” will appear in t
New York ournal and 4
tomorrow.) ORI,

Shs ,*-. ;!‘u
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Hire Six "Mourners’
fo Bury "Doc” Barker

AN FRANCISCO, Jan. 18—
—Arthur (“Doc") Barker,notorious
midwestern murderer and kid-
naper, was buried yesterday while
prison officials tried to unravel
t mystery of how he led an
affempted break from *impreg-
nible” Alcairaz. 8ix dry-ey
pien, all paid for their presends,

ood beside the grave as Bar
was buried.
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» catraz, the rock-like,

- eral prison,

Not the least among these up-
one in 1939 when
"»Barker was killed,
affhrrwerhotrens three other

" luckless badmen were recaptured

" heavals was t
+ Arthur (“Doc

: after & wild gun battle.

* but later recovered.

Rufus -McGain, 386,

' guns.

for it. -
TWO ESCAPE

R it

With Doc Baker was Dale
Btamphill, 27, who was serving
life for kidnaping. He was shot,

99-year
termer for bank robbery and kid-
" naping: Henry Young, 28, doing
.. twenty years for bank robbery,
T and Wiliam Martin, 25, Negro,
. gave up without s struggle when
7 Barker fell victim of guardsmen’ s

But this break was short-lived

. It lasted just long enough for
the five to saw five harz from

- their windows and make & run

Another sensational break, one
that has never been solved,
came In December of 1937, two
years before the Doc Barker
break, when Raiph Roe, 28 year
old robber, and Theodore Cole,
- 23, one of the Okiahoma bad-
"+ lands boys, made & successfui

cregh from the prison and van-
. i=hed in the fog-shrouded bay,
. ne ‘er to be heard from again.

fhether they made good their
ge way has slways been prob-

lematical, for their disappear-
ance was complete—their bodies
were never recovered.

Cole and Roe had steeled thein-
selves for the bitterly cold waters
of the bay by taking increasingly
longer cold showers in the Rock's
bathhouse for days before they
turned up missing.

PHANTOM BOAT SOUGHT

A “phantom boat” was sought
for years n connection with the
break, nuthorities believing eon-
federates’ of the desperadoes
might have assisted them after
they had cleared the fogbound
island by swimming.

Less sensational and more
quietly conceived and exeeuted
attempts to break from the Rock
have been listed down through
the years since the U. 8. govern-
ment took over Alecatraz for its
Number One stronghold- for the
former Number One badmen of
the tountry,

100 IN MUTINY

But there have been repeated
Tlare ups and riots, stabbings and
killings. January 21, 1938, found
100 prisoners in & wild mutiny.
Participants were pui on bread
and water and were jammed into
solitary. .

April 27, of the same year, Joe
(“Dutch”) Bowers, Butte County
postoffice robber, was shot and
killed by & guard as he made &
run for it from the prisoners’ line.

CAPONE STABBED

June 23, 1836, found the most
famous prisoner of all, Al Capone,
the “Scarface” of old Chicago

gangdom, stabbkd and seriously

Escapes, l\lutu'nues on |
- Alecatraz Becounted

The recent history of eerle Al-
somber
‘home of big shots of erimeland,

- has been punctuated many times
by spectacular breaks, mutinies
. and riots slnce it became a fed-

wounded by .Tames c Luca.s,
bank robber. Lucas blamed Ca

pone for not jolning in the mu
tiny fn April.

Warden James A. J'ohnst.on was
slugged by Burton Phillips, Kan-
sas kidnaper, during a six-day sit-
down strike in September of 1937.
The warden, n strong man, ha
gone into the prison dming-roo
to talk to the prisoners, wh e
Phillips stepped up and broke th
wearden’s jaw,

Edward Wutke, 36 year ol
murderer, slashed his wrists an
throat with a stolen razor No
vember 13, 1937, and died hefore
he could be
ary.

Alcatraz prisoners, from tim
to time, have attempted to slu
their guards or to make a sprin . -
for freedom as they were take
to and from federal court in
Francisco.

GIRL MAKES SWIM I

en to

the infirm

Anastasia Scott, 1T year old

high schoo) swimmer negotiated -
the swim in 1937, aft,er Cole and
Roe got away, .

" Before Aleatraz beéame Uncle:

land,

In 1912, Thomas Franey and
Michael Mullin made their way to
ghore on an improvised raft,
awimming part of the way. d
im 1918, four soldiers escape by
swimmlng while their fellow -
oners were eating 'I‘hanksgi 4
dinner.

Sam’s “toughest” prison, it was'
an Army prison. In 1801, W. W.
Vaughan, an Incarcerated soldler,
escaped and swam to the main-|
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